
Red-light cameras raise money
with mixed results when 
it comes to safety

By Derrick Perkins 

 Officials say the city’s seven-month-
old red-light camera program shows 
signs of success, though traffic accident 
statistics at the three intersections under 
surveillance reveal mixed results. 
 Motorists caught on camera running 
red lights at the intersections of South 
Patrick and Gibbon streets, South Patrick 
and Franklin streets, and Duke and Walk-
er streets began receiving $50 tickets 
in the mail in August. The city’s issued 

Vice Mayor Donley calls 
for Sherman’s resignation

By Derrick Perkins 

 Vice Mayor Kerry Don-
ley called for Superintendent 
Morton Sherman’s resigna-
tion after an independent au-
dit blamed a “dysfunctional 
environment” for school em-
ployees’ disregard of district 
financial policies.  
 Donley roundly con-
demned Alexandria City 
Public Schools’ upper 
management during 
Tuesday’s city council 
meeting, saying the 
issue was one of 

“accountability and responsi-
bility.” 
   Other council members 

expressed concerns about 
the situation, which came 
to light in the fall after of-

ficials learned contrac-
tors went unpaid 

for completed 

work, but Donley alone asked 
for Sherman to step down. 
 Responding to Donley’s 
remarks by email Wednes-
day morning, Sherman in-
dicated he plans to stay on 
with the district. 
 “I am sure that Mr. 
Donley is frustrated 

and angry … but not 
nearly as frustrated 
and angry as I am,” 
Sherman wrote. “The 
facts are clear: As 
soon as I knew that 
there was a problem, 
I alerted the board 
and the board attor-
ney, stopped what 
was going on in the 
facilities department, 

called for an in-
dependent audit, made 
personnel changes, and 
began to make changes 
in procedures and con-

trols.”
 Among their 

findings, au-

ditors discovered employees 
awarded contracts without en-
suring money was available, 
transferred dollars between 
projects without school board 
oversight and sat on more than 
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Dysfunction prompts crisis for school chief
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Officials have sent out more than 9,000 tickets since red-light cameras at three city intersections, including this one on the Jef-
ferson Davis Highway, went operational in July.

AlexT i m es.com Reaction
Tom Hessert: The superintendent must go. This was allowed 
to occur on his watch and on our dime. The state of Alexan-
dria schools is abysmal due to poor school leadership, and 
the school board must recognize that they made a huge 
mistake by hiring Mr. Sherman. Courage is admitting you 
made a mistake and making tough choices to fix the mis-
take. The schools must have a leader who will ensure that 
ACPS is operating effectively and efficiently in all areas.

AlexT i m es.com Reaction
Mark Williams: The record demon-
strates that the superintendent com-
menced the first independent audit 
of ACPS in its recent history and 
promptly and transparently took ac-
tion based on the reported findings. 
His actions were fully justified. Had 
he done otherwise, ACPS would have 
been roundly condemned.
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• Agent Incentives Based on Income, not profit
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 Alexandria native and 
T.C. Williams graduate Mark 
Anderson pledged $25,000 
toward the Scholarship Fund 
of Alexandria, officials an-
nounced Monday.  
 Anderson’s national proj-
ect management firm, MGAC, 
is the fund’s newest corporate 
partner. He presented an over-
sized check to SFA officials, 
Superintendent Morton Sher-
man and Alexandria School 
Board Chairwoman Sheryl 
Gorsuch outside the city’s 
high school earlier this week. 
 “As a lifelong Alexandria 
resident, Titan class of 1980, 
spouse of a Titan and parent 
of two Titans, giving back to 
Alexandria and supporting 
higher education for Alexan-
drians is a cause close to our 
hearts,” Anderson said.  “We 
are proud to support the great 

work SFA does supporting af-
fordable higher education for 
Alexandrians.”
 Since 1986, the Scholar-
ship Fund of Alexandria has 
doled out more than $8 mil-
lion in scholarships to stu-
dents working on postsecond-

ary studies at career schools 
or colleges. The group es-
timates helping more than 
3,500 Alexandria City Public 
School students over the past 
26 years.

- Derrick Perkins   

 Local watchdog organiza-
tion Sunshine Review gave 
Alexandria’s government and 
public school system B ratings 
for transparency last week.
 The nonprofit annually 
rates the openness of gov-
ernments and school systems 
across the country, dissecting 
their websites using a 10-point 
checklist.
 The City of Alexandria’s 
website earned high marks 
for posting most public in-
formation online but received 
demerits for elected officials’ 
inaccessibility and the status 
of government contracts. 
 City Hall’s website pro-
vides an email form to com-
municate with city council 
members but no direct email 
addresses, and though future 
contract bids are disclosed, 
current agreements are not 
online, according to Sunshine 
Review.
 The Alexandria Police De-
partment detracts from the 
government’s transparency as 
well, the nonprofit noted. Its 
interpretation of the Virginia 

Freedom of Information Act 
“in effect allows them to re-
ject nearly all information re-

quests,” the website stated.
 “The Alexandria Police 
Department abides by all le-
gal requirements within the 
letter and intent of the Free-
dom of Information Act,” 
an APD spokesman said in a 
statement. “The department 
has representative liaisons 
to all the civic organizations 
and homeowners associations 
within the city and makes 
information about investiga-
tions and police activities 
available on a regular basis to 
these groups.”
 Alexandria City Public 
Schools received a B grade, 
but its failure to post teacher 
contracts and information on 
background checks contrib-
uted to its imperfect score.
 Arlington and Fairfax 
county governments also re-
ceived B grades.  Alexandria 
fared better than Virginia as a 
whole, which received a C. 
 The city received a perfect 
A score from Sunshine Re-
view last year.

- David Sachs   

the Weekly BriefinG

Scholarship Fund of alexandria gets hometown boost

Government transparency above average, worse 
than last year, according to watchdog 

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

Old Town                $849,000

~ 120 Wolfe Street ~
Delightful Historic 4-Level Home with 3 Bedrooms, 

2.5 Baths and 4 fireplaces.

~ New Listing ~

Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

The Alexandria Times will donate a portion of every 
paid display ad in March to our Cause of the Month.  
Please join us in contributing to this worthy cause.

March’s cause:

To donate, please visit: 
www.alive-inc.com

ALIVE!
Through faith 

and love, to help 
people faced with 

emergency situations 
or long-term needs 

become capable 
of assuming self-

reliant roles in the 
community.
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From left are Superintendent Morton Sherman; Tony the Titan; Jef-
frey McQuilkin, chair of the Scholarship Fund Board of Trustees; 
T.C. Williams principal Suzanne Maxey; Susan Yowell, executive di-
rector of the Scholarship Fund of Alexandria and MGAC President 
Mark G. Anderson.

Image/SunShIne revIew
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Damiani & Damiani, pc
attorneys and counselors at law
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Garden-variety crime
 Green-thumbed thieves made off with more 
than a dozen cypress trees planted in front of a 
100 block N. Pitt St. business earlier this month, 
Alexandria police say. 
 Authorities believe the suspects hauled off 
the conifers, which ranged from 1 foot to 20 
inches in height, overnight March 4. They took 
14 in all, waiting until after the business closed 
for the day to strike, police said. 
 The owner reported the missing trees at 
10:15 a.m. the following day. Police did not 
identify the business but said nothing else was 
taken. 
 There are no known witnesses or surveil-
lance images, and authorities do not have de-
scriptions of the suspects, said Ashley Hildeb-
randt, department spokeswoman.
 Police don’t know why the thieves went after 
the trees.

Vehicular break-ins abound
in West End
 There’s no evidence yet that three vehicles 
struck by burglars in a West End neighborhood 
March 6 are connected, officials said. 
 A 300 block N. Howard St. apartment resi-
dent told city police someone had pried her ve-
hicle’s window open and stole the ignition key 
assembly at 9:21 a.m. Authorities aren’t sure 
whether the thieves made a failed attempt to 
steal the vehicle or if they were after just the 
ignition, said Ashley Hildebrandt, department 
spokeswoman. 
 At 1:16 p.m., police learned burglars had 
ransacked a vehicle parked on the 4400 block of 
Taney Ave. The victim’s sister told authorities 
someone had smashed a rear door window to 
get at a wallet left in the vehicle. 
 And at 6:12 p.m. the owner of a vehicle 
parked near the intersection of North Howard 
Street and Taney Avenue reported someone 
had shattered the left rear glass panel, though 
it’s not clear if the suspects got inside. There 

was nothing of value in the vehicle, Hildebrandt 
said. 
 There are no known witnesses to any of the 
break-ins, and police do not have descriptions 
of any potential suspects.

Duo empties register, 
ransacks laundry
 Surveillance cameras caught two men break-
ing into a 1500 block Mount Vernon Ave. laun-
dry business March 6. 
 The suspects, who remain at large, entered 
through the storefront and lifted cash from the 
register drawer sometime overnight March 5. 
Though nothing else was taken, the pair trashed 
the place before fleeing, said Ashley Hildeb-
randt, Alexandria Police Department spokes-
woman. 
 They damaged a window in the process, she 
said. Police don’t know what provoked the ran-
sacking. 
 Authorities learned of the burglary after a 
resident flagged down officers about 4:25 a.m. 
and reported seeing the laundry’s front door 
open, Hildebrandt said. 

Man stiffs cabbie, ends up 
in cuffs
 Alexandria police say a man arrested for re-
fusing to pay his taxicab fare in the early morn-
ing of March 5 never had money to cover the 
bill.
 The cab was on the 200 block of S. Van Dorn 
St. at 12:28 a.m. when the suspect allegedly 
stiffed his driver and fled the taxi on foot. The 
driver alerted police soon after, and a K-9 officer 
took up the chase after spotting the passenger. 
 He arrested the suspect, who police did not 
identify, on the 5900 block of Stevenson Ave. 
without incident. They later learned the man 
did not have enough cash to settle the debt, said 
Ashley Hildebrandt, department spokeswoman. 

- Derrick Perkins

19

5

2
1
3
1

14
AssAults

26 thefts

RobbeRies

AssAults 
with A 
DeADly 
weApon 

Vehicle
theft

bReAking & 
enteRings

sexuAl
offense

DRug cRimes

The following incidents occurred between 
March 7 and March 14.

Source: crimereports.com

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police Department is not 
required to supply the public at-large with detailed information on criminal cases.
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Examining alexandria’s 
top elected post

By Derrick Perkins

 Andrew Macdonald ended 
months of speculation last 
week by announcing his In-
dependent bid for mayor — a 
position with more soft power 
than actual authority.
 Were Macdonald, a former 
vice mayor, to unseat third-
term Mayor Bill Euille (D), 
he would become the face of 
City Hall and preside over 
council meetings, as outlined 
in Alexandria’s charter. 
 But for the purposes of 
governing, the mayor has one 
vote and one voice — no veto 
power — on a board of seven. 
 It’s outside city council 
chambers where the mayor’s 
presence is felt most. What’s 
left unwritten in the city char-

ter is the mayor’s subtle au-
thority, the role of an agenda 
setter and consensus builder. 
  “He gets the chance to set 
the initiatives and he pushes 
the agenda, that’s the mayor’s 
role,” said Bill Cleveland, a 
former vice mayor who un-
successfully sought the city’s 
top elected job as a Republi-
can in 2003. “He lines up the 
votes.”
 Cleveland, who served on 
city council under Democratic 
Mayors Patsy Ticer and Kerry 
Donley, sees persuasion as 
the essential role. Since the 
position comes with a single 
vote, it’s up to the mayor to 
find other members of council 
with similar interests. 
 City Councilman Rob Kru-
picka (D) takes a similar view 
of the job. The mayor’s role, 
aside from running meetings, 
comes with the responsibility 
of keeping city council func-
tioning, he said.  
 “He plays a behind-the-

scenes role by finding out 
where members of council 
are on issues, bridging gaps 
and finding resolution,” Kru-
picka said. “Essentially he 
keeps things moving, which 
the mayor does quite a bit on 
varying degrees depending on 
the issues on the table. That’s 

not to say other members of 
council don’t play that role, 
but the mayor most consis-
tently does.” 
 And the mayor is most 
consistently in touch with the 
city manager. He keeps a clos-
er eye on how City Hall runs 
than any other councilperson, 

Krupicka said. If there’s ever 
a 3 a.m. call, it’s the mayor on 
the receiving end, he said. 
 Macdonald is aware of the 
position’s limitations. It’s the 
spotlight accompanying the 
job he’s eyeing. 

Macdonald challenges Mayor Euille

fIle photoS

Independent Andrew Macdonald, left, announced his candidacy for mayor last week. He will square 
off with three-term Mayor Bill Euille (D) in November.

SEE mayor | 6

Times Analysis
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Registration for Vacation
 Fibre School opens this week!

for children ages 8-12

102 n. fayette st., alexandria, va 22314
www.fibrespace.com • 703-664-0344

Abbey
Adventures

Summer Programs for Boys & Girls

June 11 - July 27, 2012g

40-acre Campus in Washington, DC • Shuttles to Metro • Highly Affordable

Summer  at  St.  Anselm’s  Abbey  School

Sports: Tennis, Soccer, 
Basketball, Karate

Academics: Math, Latin, English, Engineering, 
Robotics & Programming, Study Skills

Register early and save!  www.saintanselms.org/summer

C’mon, it’ll be fun!

How do you spend your summer?

Visit baroodycamps.com for more info 
on our many camp offerings.

We have camps in Alexandria 
at Saint Louis School and 
Alexandria Country Day

 “You do have a bully pul-
pit,” he said. “You have one 
vote and yes you have other 
councilman to work with, but 
you can set the tone of the de-
bate.”
 The current council and 
mayor, according to Macdon-
ald, are less open to resident 
concerns and largely unwill-
ing to compromise with com-
munity opposition. He wants 
a more back-and-forth rela-
tionship between city leaders 
and residents, though he has 
not yet developed a plan to 
resolve what he considers an 
adversarial relationship. 
 Macdonald believes the 
waterfront plan, which pro-
pelled him back into the pub-
lic arena, signifies a larger 
problem.
 “The process by which you 
get to a public hearing could 
be a lot more open, so when 
you do get to the point where 
you make a decision, people 
feel like more has been dis-
cussed,” he said. “There’s got 
to be other alternatives. I do 
think there is something in 
between what we have and a 
New England town meeting.” 
 Macdonald recognizes vot-
ers may question his ability to 

compromise and his commit-
ment to public service after re-
signing as vice mayor in 2007. 
For a mayoral candidate, his 
biggest challenge may be con-
vincing the community he’s 
a consensus builder, particu-
larly after months of squaring 
off with city staff and elected 
officials over the waterfront 
plan.
  At the end of the day it 
comes down to votes. The 
power of the bully pulpit 
aside, the mayor has but one 
vote and six other people to 
work with, Krupicka said. 
How the mayor reacts to op-
position could be the differ-
ence between success and 
quagmire. 
 “Regardless of the mayor, 
if the majority of council feels 
differently about an issue, 
that’s the [position] that’s go-
ing to rule the day,” Krupicka 
said. “The challenge is if you 
have a mayor who is on the 
losing side of the vote who 
then tries to obstruct the ma-
jority ... No one who is mayor 
can push an agenda single 
handedly.”
 Euille and Macdonald 
will square off in November, 
when Alexandria’s municipal 
contests will coincide with 
national elections for the first 
time. 

mayor FROM | 5

Macdonald eyes 
‘bully pulpit’



aLEXaNDRIa TIMES    MaRch 15, 2012 | 7 

v licensed in va, md, and d.c. 
v nvar top producer—2009, 2010, 2011

Phil Cefaratti, MBAPhil Cefaratti, MBA

Please LIKE  
my Facebook  
community page: 
alexandria, va real estate.

Quality. Not Quantity.Quality. Not Quantity.

weichert, realtors
old town office
121 north pitt street
alexandria, va 22314

703-371-7601703-371-7601

philcef@verizon.netphilcef@verizon.net
www.philcef.comwww.philcef.com

SOLDSOLDSOLDSOLDSOLDSOLDSOLD

Your Real Estate Doctor

Your Real Estate Doctor

Your Real Estate Doctor

Your Real Estate Doctor

Your Real Estate Doctor

Your Real Estate Doctor

Your Real Estate Doctor

AlexandriaTimes  3.15.2012.indd   1 3/7/12   7:29:42 PM

Miami native is 13th 
to jump into pool 
of candidates

By DaviD sachs

 Democrat Michael A. 
Hepburn officially an-
nounced his city council 
candidacy Monday after fil-
ing a statement of organiza-
tion in December.
 Hepburn, a West End 
resident and native of Mi-
ami, is the 13th candidate 
to vie for one of six Dem-
ocratic nominations. The 
29-year-old works for the 
NFL Players Association in 
Washington and has lived 
in Alexandria for about two 
years. 
 “Today marks the begin-
ning to a great opportunity 
to serve my fellow citizens 
in a capacity that can truly 
help make sure that tomor-
row is better than today,” 
Hepburn said in a statement.

 Hepburn said two of his 
top priorities are balancing 
development with afford-
able housing and creating 
a landscape for students to 
succeed. Other core prin-
ciples of his campaign in-
clude creating innovative 
economic development, 
civic engagement and “safe 
streets.”
 Hepburn sits on the 
Economic Opportunities 
Commission, the Jefferson-
Houston PTA — though he 
has no children — and nine 
other civic boards and com-
missions, he said. 
 “The way I see it, I’m 
going to have children some 
day, so you might as well 
get in at the beginning and 
get a head start,” Hepburn 
said.
 The council run is Hep-
burn’s first shot at profes-
sional politics. But he said 
he’s been civically engaged 
since high school, when he 

fought for open spaces in 
the Little Haiti section of 
Miami. He later became 
president of Florida Interna-
tional University’s Student 
Government Association.
 Over the last six months, 
Hepburn said he conducted 

a “listening tour” of the 
city by knocking on doors 
in every neighborhood. By 
the time the primary rolls 
around, he’ll have walked 
every city block, he said.
 “One theme stayed con-
sistent throughout all of my 
conversations,” said Hep-
burn. “Every person in our 
city deserves to have an op-
portunity to be successful, 
and our government plays 
a vital role in making sure 
that opportunity is not just a 
dream but it is a reality for 
all of our residents.”
 Hepburn decided to 
run while out to dinner 
with friends at Applebee’s. 
Though he moonlights with 
several city organizations, 
he decided the best way to 
make a difference was to 
become a policymaker, he 
said.
 The primary is scheduled 
for June 12.

CourteSy photo

Michael Hepburn

Democrat Hepburn joins city council race
 Officials closed Janneys Lane 
between Cambridge Road and 
Quaker Lane for more than an 
hour Friday morning as firefighters 
battled a blaze on the 1200 block. 
 One person was in the single-
family home when the basement 
blaze began, said Chief Fire Mar-
shal Robert Rodriguez. The indi-
vidual alerted authorities to smoke 
filling the basement and first floor 
of the residence at 8:21 a.m. 
 Firefighters had the blaze, 
which was centered in the ceiling 
of a utility room, under control 
by 8:53 a.m. No one was injured 
in the fire, though it left $30,000 
in damages. Investigators have 
since ruled the cause accidental.
 Alexandria firefighters re-
ceived help from Arlington and 
Fairfax counties’ emergency re-
sponders during the fire. The fire 
was deemed a “special alarm,” 
officials said, which necessitates 
an extra department engine, am-
bulance, and an air and light unit.

- Derrick Perkins   

Firefighters battle 
morning blaze



8 | MaRch 15, 2012 aLEXaNDRIa TIMES

9,374 tickets to offenders — 
1,661 remain outstanding — 
and collected about $234,000 
from violators through early 
March.
 The controversial program 
was touted as a cheap, effec-
tive way to deter lead-footed 
or reckless drivers from break-
ing the law. At the time, Depu-
ty Chief Eddie Reyes said the 
police department’s aim was 
preventing accidents, not rais-
ing cash.
 Traffic accidents did plum-
met at the intersection of Duke 
and Walker streets in 2011, 

from 16 in 2009 and 15 in 
2010 to just seven. Five of 
the seven incidents occurred 
before the cameras went op-
erational, according to depart-
ment statistics.  
  At the intersection of Gib-
bon and South Patrick streets, 
there were eight accidents, 
the same as the previous year 
and down from 15 in 2009. 
Again, the majority of 2011’s 
accidents occurred before the 
cameras went online, with just 
three happening after July 1. 
 But at the nearby intersec-
tion of Franklin and South Pat-
rick streets, accidents jumped 
from 10 the previous two 
years to 13 in 2011. The ma-

jority occurred between July 
and December. 
 “As far as it being a suc-
cess or not, so far the program 
has been a success,” said Lt. 
Len Fouch, who runs the pro-
gram. “I know the accidents 
look about the same, but as far 
as the number of complaints 
we’ve had … they have de-
creased dramatically.”
 Before the cameras went 
operational, the department 
handled a regular flow of 
grievances from motorists 
and pedestrians avoiding near 
misses with reckless drivers, 
Fouch said. Most came during 
the rush hour jam on Route 1 
and Duke Street. 
 Using cameras to enforce 
traffic laws and deter potential 
violators remains a conten-
tious debate. 
 A 2011 study by the Insur-
ance Institute for Highway 
Safety credited camera en-
forcement with saving 159 
lives from 2004 to 2008 in 14 
major cities across the coun-
try. The group compared fa-
talities to a previous four-year 
span and found the per capita 
rate of deaths associated with 
running red lights fell 35 per-
cent. 
 While camera proponents 
often cite the IIHS study, crit-
ics point to a 2005 Washington 
Post analysis of the devices in 
the District, which found an 
increase in accidents at inter-
sections with the cameras. 
 Enough studies and sta-
tistics exist for either side to 
make their argument, said 

John Bowman, spokesman 
for the National Motorists As-
sociation, which opposes the 
devices. Better ways exist to 
curb red-light running and 
improve safety, like lengthen-
ing yellow-light durations, he 
said. 
 And not all red-light run-
ners are trying to beat the traf-
fic signal, he said. In those 
situations, the presence of 
cameras matter little.
 “Most of those serious 
types of accidents occur well 
after the light has turned red,” 
he said. “That means that 
somebody is not paying atten-
tion or they could be impaired 
or fleeing law enforcement, 
and they run into the intersec-
tion inadvertently and create 
an accident. The presence of a 
camera is not going to prevent 
those types of accidents.”
 With awareness of the 

cameras key to their success, 
Fouch has fellow officers go-
ing to local civic groups and 
talking about the program. 
As for commuters passing 
through the city, he hopes they 
obey the posted speed limits 
and traffic signals. 
  “Most of the stuff is people 
not paying attention or being 
in a hurry,” Fouch said. “If I 
could get people to slow down, 
I would package it and sell it 
somewhere. Unfortunately, we 
can’t always get that to hap-
pen.”
 Officials estimate the 
cameras will bring in about 
$270,000 by the end of fiscal 
year 2012. Nearby Arlington 
County is considering adding 
cameras to six new intersec-
tions, though Alexandria offi-
cials have no plans to expand 
the program.

Image/Cat vanvlIet

Just one intersection, South Patrick and Franklin streets, has seen 
a rise in accidents since red-light cameras went active.
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While Dr. Singer maintains a general and 
implant practice in Old Town, he is also 

Assistant Clinical Professor of Surgery at the 
George Washington University Hospital.

809 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.299.4614 | www.dcsmiles.com

One source for complete dental care

Dr. Singer will carefully address and 
make sound recommendations for 
all of your needs in an office that is 

comfortable and welcoming. 

NOVAsmiles provides comprehensive 
dental services you and your family 
require to achieve and maintain a 

beautiful and healthy smile. 

B E F O R E

A F T E R

We are your neighbors 
conveniently located in 
Old Town Alexandria.

ServiceS:
General dentistry, crowns, bridges, and non-mercury 
fillings, porcelain veneers, Invisalign, sedation to end 
your anxiety and make you relax.  
Other services available include dental implants, the 
gold standard in replacing missing teeth.

Sponsored by George Washington University Hospital
Date: Thursday, March 22 • Time: 2 - 4 p.m.
Location: GWU Hospital (call us for details)

Come watch Dr. Singer deliver a lecture about new innovations in dental 
implants. Discuss myths, realities and what consumers must know.

Cameras expected to raise $270K

 The Alexandria City 
Council authorized a 1-cent 
hike to the real estate tax rate 
Tuesday, but officials hope 
they won’t have to enact it 
when the budget is passed in 
May.
 The possible 1-cent hike 
gives council members and 
City Manager Rashad Young 
wiggle room while they de-
liberate over the next fiscal 
year’s spending plan. State 
law requires that council ad-

vertise a maximum tax rate 
before making any changes.
 Uncertainties at the state 
level — the General Assem-
bly has yet to pass a budget 
— and city workers’ protests 
for more money influenced 
the decision, officials said.
 In February, Young pro-
posed a budget with no tax 
rate increases at the council’s 
request. 
 “That goal hasn’t changed, 
but what has changed is the 

amount of certainty we have 
in our budget process right 
now,” said Vice Mayor Kerry 
Donley.
 The base real estate tax 
rate is 99.8 cents per $100 of 
a property’s assessed value. 
Officials expect about $335 
million in revenue from the 
tax in fiscal year 2013. Add-
ing a penny would add about 
$3.4 million, officials said. 

- David Sachs

Real estate taxes could rise with 1-cent hike
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 My daughter (a high 
school senior) has gotten 
worse about cleaning her 
room as she’s gotten older. 
We reorganized her room to 
give her more storage space, 
but her clothes, wet towels 
and magazines still end up 
on the floor. I would love to 
remove this from the list of 
topics we always seem to 
argue about. Why won’t she 
at least keep her floor clear? 
She only cleans her room 
when she’s under extreme 
duress, which in my house 
means being grounded until 
it’s clear enough to vacuum. 

- Mom the Maid

Hobie: A classic! It’s enough 
to make you reach for that 
third glass of Malbec and start 
Googling boarding schools. 
I know it feels hostile. And 

ungrateful, thoughtless and 
a host of other exasperated 
adjectives I’m sure we’ve all 
hurled at our teen slobs.
 Here’s the thing. It is un-
grateful, thoughtless and ex-
asperating behavior, but that’s 
just what it is — behavior. 
Stop assuming she’s doing 
this just to signal how much 
she loathes you personally (I 
know it’s hard). 
 Answer three questions: 
Which specific behavior an-
noys you the most? What does 
the acceptable clean room 
looks like? (A clean floor? 
Towels hung in the bathroom? 
A made bed? Pick one.) Fi-
nally, what motivates your 
specific kid to lift a finger? 
 Maybe at a minimum 
you’d like her to hang up or 
put her clothes in drawers, 
and it sounds like you’re on 
to something with the threat 

of grounding. But announce 
a plan ahead of time, then 
calmly and consistently stick 
to it: “Every Friday evening 
I’ll take a peek to make sure 
your clothes are put away, and 
if they are, you get to run the 
vacuum around your room 
before we hand over the car 
keys. Otherwise you may join 
your father and me in the den 
for reruns of ‘Downton Ab-
bey.’”
 I was a tad slothful in my 
day, and my mother finally 
started holding my favor-
ite clothes for ransom if she 
found them on the floor. My 
favorite painter’s pants strewn 
across the carpet? Had to wear 
my weird-colored Gap cords 
for a whole week instead. 
Natural consequences.

Monk:  Or you could just 
close the door.

 Here’s why: Your daugh-
ter is a senior, well on her 
way to early adulthood and 
out your door. Though I seri-
ously doubt she has read Anna 
Freud, Melanie Klein or G. 
Stanley Hall, she instinctively 
knows it’s easier to go away 
angry than just go away.  It’s 
quite possible Miss Piggy’s 
behavior is, in addition to be-
ing asinine, the perfectly pre-
dictable next step in the im-
portant process of separation 
and individuation. 
 I know. “Blah, blah, blah.” 
But consider: Do you really 
want the last six months with 
your daughter fraught with 
storm and stress, or can you 
decide to tolerate it? (Within 
reason: The first sign of any-

thing that grows or crawls, 
and the deal’s off.)
 However, if you choose to 
be magnanimous and close 
the door, I suggest you spell it 
out for her. Visit her in her sty 
on a quiet afternoon, dig out 
a spot on the bed and tell her 
you hate the way she keeps 
her room, but you have de-
cided to tolerate it in the name 
of family harmony. Tell her 
you love her and will miss her 
when she’s gone. In ensuing 
the silence, look around and 
begin making mental sketches 
for your new office, workout 
room, guestroom or home the-
ater.

Send your questions to 
hobieandmonk@alextimes.com.

What to Do with Miss Piggy’s Messy Room?
 Hobie and Monk are two Alexandria women with husbands, children, dogs, jobs, mortgages, 
unmet New Year’s resolutions, obsessions with impractical shoes and English novels … and 
PhDs in clinical psychology. Their advice, while fabulous, should not be construed as therapeu-
tic within a doctor-patient context or substituted for the advice of readers’ personal advisors. &

H
o
b
i
e

Monk
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SAVE 35-50%
Plus Up To $200 Instant Savings*

www.shifmanmattresses.com

Bancroft Crystal Jade Plush Comfort or Saturn Firm Soft Cloud Pillow Top

Available at  Patrick’s
571-970-6931 • www.patricksdesign.com
116 N. St. Asaph St., Alexandria, Va. 22314

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday: 10 - 8 • Sunday: 12 - 6

**AFTER
INSTANT
SAVINGS

TWIN EA. PC.

FULL EA. PC.

QUEEN SET

KING SET

SALE

$1560

$1900

$4100

$5900

$919

$1119

$2399

$3449

SUGG.
RETAIL

$894

$1069

$2319

$3349

**AFTER
INSTANT
SAVINGS

TWIN EA. PC.

FULL EA. PC.

QUEEN SET

KING SET

SALE

$4040

$4780

$5610

$7640

$2349

$2799

$3299

$4499

SUGG.
RETAIL

$2299

$2719

$3199

$4299

TWIN EA. PC.

FULL EA. PC.

QUEEN SET

KING SET

SALE

$670

$850

$1800

$2880

$369

$469

$999

$1599

SUGG.
RETAIL

TWIN EA. PC.

FULL EA. PC.

QUEEN SET

KING SET

SALE

$490

$670

$1390

$2310

$269

$369

$749

$1249

SUGG.
RETAIL

TWIN EA. PC.

FULL EA. PC.

SALE

$320

$480

$159

$259

SUGG.
RETAIL

FINAL
DAYS!

Sign up to receive an electronic version of the Alexandria Times every week!

e m a i l T O D A Ycvanvliet@alextimes.com

‘Black eye’ for ACPS

$3 million worth of invoices. 
 At times, employees en-
couraged vendors to submit 
fraudulent invoices, according 
to the audit.
 The report also raised ques-
tions about at least one poten-
tial conflict of interest: An 
employee, who had previously 
worked for an ACPS contrac-
tor, hired a district vendor for 
a personal job.
 Sherman ordered the out-
side review — conducted by 
Robinson, Farmer, Cox As-
sociates — in the fall. He re-
leased the long-awaited report 
to the school board and public 
March 8.
 When Sherman first an-
nounced the independent 
review in early December, 
he described the fiscal mis-
management as a series of 
poor decisions made by well-
intentioned employees. The 
audit’s revelations have since 
incensed him, the superinten-
dent said Friday.
 “I am angry that individu-
als put this school system in 
jeopardy through their mis-
deeds,” Sherman said. “My 
more gentle reaction in the be-
ginning has turned to outrage. 
These were deliberate actions 
that never had to take place.”
 While no money has turned 
up missing — and there’s no 
evidence employees cooked 
the books for personal profit 
— auditors learned top of-
ficials ignored the problem, 
even after they were aware of 
the irregularities.
 One ACPS employee re-
signed and another went on ad-
ministrative leave when Sher-
man announced the audit. The 
facilities department director 
and assistant director departed 
in the scandal’s wake, as has 
former Chief Financial Officer 
Jean Sina, who stepped down 
in January. Deputy Superin-
tendent Margaret Byess, who 
oversees the facilities depart-
ment, tendered her resignation 
— effective in May — a week 

ago.
 Sherman pledged to im-
plement the recommended 
changes to the district’s fis-
cal policies and procedures 
outlined in the audit. Donley, 
who also had tough words for 
school officials during a joint 
city council meeting in late 
February, said some of the 
recommendations were com-
monsense controls.
 “We’re all happy to see the 
audit and the recommenda-
tions, but what I find a bit dis-
concerting is, in my opinion, a 
number of the items in the audit 
are pretty basic,” he said. “[A] 
lot of the recommendations are 
pretty elementary, are pretty 
basic and should have been in 
place with proper controls.”
 Those include suggestions 
like ensuring there’s money 
in the budget before awarding 
a contract and attributing ex-
penditures to the correct fiscal 
year, Donley said. The revela-
tions have shaken city coun-
cil’s confidence in the district, 
he said.
 Sherman, describing the 
findings as a “black eye” for 
ACPS, hopes publicizing the 
findings, removing the em-
ployees involved and con-
tacting the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office for a pos-
sible criminal investigation 
will restore public trust. As 
for Donley, the superintendent 
will need to prove he’s serious 
about tackling the problem be-
fore once again inspiring the 
vice mayor’s confidence.
 “It’s very important that the 
superintendent in particular, 
because he is the head of the 
organization, makes this a top 
priority and gets the procedures 
in place and that the school 
board exercise appropriate 
oversight,” Donley said. “That 
has to be their No. 1 priority.”
 The school board has or-
dered an independent compli-
ance audit of the new financial 
controls within the next 45 
days, Chairwoman Sheryl Gor-
such said in a statement earlier 
this week.

crisis FROM | 1
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 Spring is in the air. 
Easter and Mother’s Day 
are right around the cor-
ner; weddings and en-
gagement parties are in 
bloom too. With all of 
these coming celebra-
tions, now is better than 
ever to let a local restau-
rant cater your next party 
or get-together. 
 Bugsy’s Pizza and 
Sports Bar at 111 King 
St. has an extensive ca-
tering business called 
Carriage House Cater-
ing. According to owner 
Bryan “Bugsy” Watson, 
it handles “catering needs 
for every type of event, 
including birthdays, an-
niversaries, wedding re-
ceptions, bridal showers, 
bachelor/bachelorette 
parties, corporate parties 
and holiday parties.” He 
added, “We like working 
with people, and we help 

them stay within their 
budget. We have a so-
phisticated menu with ex-
cellent food that includes 
everything from poached 
salmon to beef tender-
loin.” For more informa-
tion, call Patty Collette, 
the catering specialist, at 
703-340-0027 or check 
out www.bugsyspizza.
com and www.catering-
bycarriagehouse.com. 
 Dishes of India, at 
1510-A Belle View Blvd., 
also has popular cater-
ing options. Customers 
rave about the catering 
business and its prices 
and menu options. For 
example, for $15 to $20 
per person, the restaurant 
will cater an event with a 
selection of its tasty fare 
for up to 200 people. The 
guests can savor the deli-
cious foods from Dishes 
of India without breaking 

the bank of the host. In 
addition, there are party 
platters available at very 
reasonable prices. Gopal 
Bhatt, the catering spe-
cialist, takes pride in en-
suring people maximize 
their catering budget for 
events. For more infor-
mation about the restau-
rant, takeout options or 
its catering service, call 
703-660-6085 or check 
out www.dishesofindia.
com.
 For festive, fresh 
party platters, known as 
“Party Packs,” check out 
Baja Fresh. The restau-
rant, located along Duke 
Street in the Alexandria 
Commons Shopping 
Center, offers a number 
of Party Pack options, 
which are perfect for any 
size event. The quesadil-
las, tacos, burritos and ta-
quitos are guaranteed to 

spice up a party. Explore 
the party platter options 
at www.bajafresh.com/
partyPacks or call 703-
823-2888 to speak to a 
manager. 
 Although the catering 
options are not extensive, 
Foster’s Grille at 2004 
Eisenhower Ave. always 
pleases customers with 
its chicken wing and hot 
dog party platters. (All 
condiment enhancements 
are available.) The res-
taurant’s party platters 
are not only delicious, 
but affordable too, espe-
cially with discounts dur-
ing its 4 to 7 p.m. happy 
hour. For more informa-
tion, call 703-519-0055 
or visit www.fosters-
grille.com. 
 While Hana Tokyo, 
a Japanese seafood and 
steak house, is known 
for its excellent dine-in 

experience, it also offers 
terrific takeout and car-
ryout choices. Just visit 
the restaurant, located in 
the Foxchase Shopping 
Center at 4600 Duke 
St., and create the per-
fect platter to take home. 
Call 703-823-3168 or 
check out www.hanato-
kyo.com to review the 

spectacular alternatives.  
 Alexandria offers 
an array of affordable 
and delectable catering 
options. Forget toiling 
away in the kitchen for 
hours. Fully enjoy your 
next party or celebration 
by catering the event 
from one of these out-
standing local eateries.

let’s eat | a special advertising feature of the alexandria times

Catering options in full bloom at local eateries

To feature your restaurant in  

Let’s Eat
 call Alexandria Times Sales at 

703-739-0001.  

advertising Works!
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235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday Special 

2 entrees and a bottle of wine for  

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

(Dining-in Only)

(After 6:30pm)

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner

$29.50

Au Pied de Cochon

$15.95

LIVE!
Simone Marchand will be singing 

Edith Piaf songs every Friday night. 

Le Refuge
Where you can 
experience the tastes 
and ambiance of a 
paris cafe Without leaving 
the city limits.

Serving Country French Cuisine since 1983

127 N. Washington St.
703.548.4661
WWW.lerefugealexandria.com

703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated

2004 Eisenhower Ave. 
Alexandria, VA 22314
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A good banking relationship 
starts with an extraordinary team.

John Marshall Bank and you.

Call our Alexandria office today.
We welcome the opportunity

to discuss the financial needs 
of your business.

M e m b e r

JohnMarshallBank.com • 703-894-3157

Erik Dorn, Ted Johnson and Pam DeCandio

The familiar faces 
of business banking 

in Alexandria

429 N. St. Asaph Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

JMB_5.5x4.5_4C  1/18/12  11:48 AM  Page 1

 Keeping tabs on City 
Hall got a little easier 
this week after officials 
launched a new mobile 
website geared toward 
smart phones and other 
handheld devices.
 About 20 percent of the 
people visiting the city’s 
website, alexandriava.gov, 
use a mobile device, offi-
cials said. With a few swipes 
of the finger, residents and 
visitors can navigate Al-
exandria’s public meeting 
schedule, catch up with on-
going development projects 
and search through the city’s 
various departments.
 Officials say the mobile 
site will work on any device 
and automatically format it-
self for optimal performance 
and display without sacrific-
ing existing content. Nearby 
Fairfax County also boasts a 
mobile site for users.
 The launch comes as the 
use of mobile devices contin-
ues to increase. In 2010, the 
United Nation’s International 

Telecommunication Union 
predicted the number of people 
surfing the web from laptops, 
smart phones and tablets will 
surpass those using a desktop 
computer by 2015. A report is-
sued by Cisco earlier this year 
predicts Internet-connected 
mobile devices will outnumber 
the planet’s human population 
by the end of this year.

- Derrick Perkins   

city hall goes mobile

SCreenShot
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Shop Around the Corner a special advertising feature of the 
alexandria times

Love the hat! 
Where’d you

get it?

Thanks!
I made it.

Make your own.

102 N. Fayette St, Alexandria, VA
703.664.0344    www.fibrespace.com

703.894.0709 • LULUSAGESALONANDSPA.COM 
610 MADISON STREET, SUITE 100, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA

First time clients receive 15% OFF Services!

We sell 
J Beverly Hills 
and Kerastase 

products

Lulu Sage is an upscale salon–a comfortable, approachable 
environment for you to relax and be pampered.

 
instant 

digital 

printing 

too!

Located in the Bradlee Shopping Center
3620 King St, Alexandria, VA | Tel: (703) 998-5888

Your source for fine art and custom framing
(formerly “All Around Art”)

25%
off 1 custom
framing item

20%
off canvas 

printing

50%
off 2 or more 

custom 
framing items

Bring in this ad and receive:

 

 

915 King Street 
703-684-1435 

March 20 only: 
FREE seeds with 
any purchase! 

Planter sale 
March 19—26: 

$5 OFF any 
planter of $25 

or more 

Higher Level
Barbershop

Adults $15 • Kids $10
(with coupon - no exceptions - up to a 40% Value)

MarcH - May

Razor Line & Black Ice Spray
Available upon request at additional fee

SaLon Service avaiLabLe upon requeSt

3223 Duke St., Suite B3, Alexandria, VA 22314

571-257-0577 • Tuesday 9-7 & Saturday 8-4

Come 1, Come All

Wayne Babb
 Lieutenant Colonel 
Wayne A. Babb, USMC(ret), 
died recently in Alexandria, 
Virginia  after a courageous 
fight with terminal illness. 
Wayne was  born in Hen-
dersonville, NC and  was a 
native of Brevard, NC until 
leaving for college.
 Wayne was the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth L. Babb, 
the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. 
Witcher M. Melton and Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Garland Vaughn, 
all natives of Brevard, NC 
and now deceased. Wayne is 
survived by daughters Kim-
berly A. Babb and Patricia 
L. Babb, step-son Mikhail 
Kolyadov and two grand-
children, Thomas Kirtland 
and Meghan Parkinson. He 
is also survived by a brother, 
Gary D. Babb of Brevard, 
NC and a sister, Brenda B. 

Babb of Waxhaw, NC.  
 He served for over twenty 
years as a Marine officer, re-
tiring in the mid-1980’s as 
a Lieutenant Colonel with 
over twenty personal and 
unit decorations earned in 
both combat and peacetime. 
Among his many personal 
decorations were the Silver 
Star, Bronze Star and Purple 
Heart. He was a highly deco-
rated combat veteran of Viet-
nam.
 For the past twenty-five 
years, Wayne was a real es-
tate agent in Virginia and 
abroad. 
 Wayne will be buried in 
Arlington National Cem-
etery, Arlington, Virginia, 
with full military honors. 
A memorial service will be 
held at The Old Post Chapel, 
Ft Myer, Virginia, directly 
next to the cemetery, prior 
to the honors and burial. Ar-

rangements are in the hands 
of Everly-Wheatley Funeral 
Home in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia. Wayne asked that trib-
utes or memorials be made to 
The Marine Corps Heritage 
Foundation, Quantico, Vir-
ginia. He asked that no orna-
mentals or flowers be sent. 

oBituaries
BARBU D. ALIM, of Alexandria, 
March 4, 2012

BENJAMIN T. BAGGETT JR., of 
Alexandria, February 19, 2012

STEPHAN R. BARROW (47), 
of Alexandria, February 29, 2012

ELIZABETH M. BEALL, of 
Alexandria, March 6, 2012

JOHN B. BOGLE (89), of 
Alexandria, March 8, 2012

JOHN B. CARNEY JR., of 
Alexandria, March 8, 2012

LOIS JANE ZULIN COHEN, of 
Alexandria, March 6, 2012

GERTRAUD E. HAUPT, of 
Alexandria, February 29, 2012

DOROTHY M. JONES, of 
Alexandria, March 10, 2012

MABLE V. PILLION (81), of 
Alexandria, March 7, 2012

ROSLYN SANDERS, of 
Alexandria, March 9, 2012

PRECIOUS R. SNOOK, of 
Alexandria, March 11, 2012

Obituary POlicies
• All obituaries in the Times are charged through the funeral home on a per-

word basis comparable to the space rate offered to nonprofit advertisers.

• Families may provide any information they wish about a deceased loved 
one, though all obituaries are subject to editing by the News Department.

• “In Memoriam” and “Thank You” notices are available through the 
Advertising Department.

• Obituaries should be submitted through the funeral home. Each obituary 
must include the funeral home name for verification.

• Deadlines are the Monday prior to the issue date.
Call 703.739.0001 for details.

To feature your business in  

Shop Around the 
Corner

 call Alexandria Times Sales at 

703-739-0001.  
advertising Works!

==

==
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Ireton triumphs in 
first ever Round Robin 
tournament 

By Derrick Perkins

 Bishop Ireton’s sluggers 
didn’t let veteran pitcher Jake 
Guttman’s lights-out perfor-
mance go to waste in a lop-
sided victory against T.C. 
Williams on Tuesday night. 
 The 9-3 win at Frank Mann 
Field came just days after 
a drubbing of St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes and secured 
citywide bragging rights for 
the Cardinals. They emerged 
from the first Alexandria City 
Round Robin as undefeated 
champions. 
 “[Winning] meant a lot,” 
Guttman said. “St. Stephen’s 
is close, but Ireton-T.C. is 
a little bit more of a rivalry. 
They’re the best team we’ve 

handled so far.”
 And Guttman handled 
T.C.’s bats with ease. The 
senior threw more than 70 
pitches in five-and-a-half in-
nings, holding the Titans to a 
single run. 
 That blemish came at the 
hands of T.C. senior Aaron 
Tovsky in the second inning. 
The catcher blasted a solo 
home run over the right field 
fence on Guttman’s first pitch 
of the inning to even the score 
at 1-1. 
 Guttman didn’t let it get to 
him. 
 “At first I was like, ‘That’s 
going a long way,’” he said. 
“I wasn’t rattled after the ini-
tial shock.”
 Tovsky’s long ball made 
up for an earlier error. A bad 
throw to first base gave Ire-
ton’s speedy Andrew Selby a 
chance for home, and the ju-

nior took it to give the Cardi-
nals an early lead against the 
Titans. 
 “We’re playing with a lot 
of intensity,” Selby said. “We 
wanted to beat them, especial-
ly them. It helped our inten-
sity.”
 With the two crosstown ri-
vals back on the same footing, 
it was time to settle down and 
throw strikes, Guttman said. 
After walking the next batter, 
Guttman struck out two and 
got junior Cameron Sullivan 
to hit into an easy play to end 
the inning.
 Back on offense, the Car-
dinals lit up a struggling Alec 
Grosser to regain the lead 
and give Guttman a cushion 
to work with on the mound. 
With a 5-1 advantage, the se-
nior relied on his teammates 
in the field to keep the Titans 
off kilter. Though T.C. had no 
problem making contact with 
the ball, they struggled to get 
on base. 
 “I felt really strong going 
in,” Guttman said. “I hadn’t 
thrown in a good while, and 
I just wanted to come out 
throwing strikes, making them 
put the ball into play. I was 
trying to do my job and let the 
defense and the hitters do the 
rest.”
 Selby crossed home plate 
again in the fourth inning to 
give the Cardinals a 6-1 lead. 
Though Grosser was off the 
mound by then, Selby heaped 
praise on the rival hurler. 
 “He’s a great pitcher,” Sel-
by said. “He pumps the ball a 
little bit. He tried to beat us 
with the fastball. We tried to 
be a little more patient. I think 
we got that done.”
 The Cardinals didn’t go 
any easier on relief pitcher 
Tyler Ratliff. The sophomore 
gave up three runs in the fifth, 
giving Ireton a seemingly in-
surmountable 9-1 lead with 
time — and daylight — run-
ning out. 

 For their part, the Titans 
didn’t give up. A short-lived 
rally in the sixth inning gave 
Grosser and senior Nate Rib-
yat the opportunity to add to 
Tovsky’s homer. Though Car-
dinals relief pitcher Andrew 
Bladen eventually struck out 
three Titans to end the side, 
he struggled to keep the pitch 
count in his favor through two 
innings on the mound. 

 With a 3-0 start under their 
belts, the Cardinals face Land-
on on Thursday before tak-
ing on Flint Hill on Saturday. 
They began the season with 
similar circumstances a year 
ago, but Selby’s got a better 
feeling about this year. 
 “We had the same kind 
of start, but we didn’t have 
the same intensity,” he said. 
“We’re going to stay positive.”

sPorts

photo/derrICk perkInS

Bishop Ireton pitcher Jake Guttman had few meetings with catcher 
Corey Phillips during a solid outing against T.C. Williams Tuesday.

photo/derrICk perkInS

A T.C. Williams infielder desperately tries to make a play at second 
base during Tuesday’s loss to Bishop Ireton.

Cardinals earn citywide bragging rights
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 George Washington Mid-
dle School will host nine 
northeast rugby squads this 
weekend for the third annual 
Jesuit Rugby Classic. 
 McQuaid Jesuit of Roch-
ester, N.Y.; Fordham Prep of 
Bronx, N.Y.; Fairfield Prep 
of Fairfield, Conn.; Xavier 
High School of New York 
City; and Fairport High 

School of Fairport, N.Y., 
will square off against lo-
cal rivals Gonzaga College 
High School, Georgetown 
Prep and Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School of Greenbelt, 
Md. The action begins at 9 
a.m. Saturday. 
 While T.C. Williams 
won’t compete for the tour-
nament title, they will play 

Roosevelt in the showcase 
game immediately prior to 
the championship matchup. 
The two teams take the field 
at 12:30 p.m. Sunday. 
 This is Alexandria’s first 
year hosting the tournament, 
which organizers previously 
held at Georgetown Prep’s 
Bethesda facility.

 Episcopal alum Danny 
Coale, expected to continue 
his football career as a pro, 
received a warm welcome 
upon his surprise return to 
the boarding school earlier 
this month.
 Coale, a 2007 graduate, 
thanked the school commu-
nity for his recent successes. 
After departing Alexandria, 
he got a starting job as wide 

receiver for the Virginia Tech 
Hokies and earned the 2011 
ACC James Tatum Award. 
The annual honor goes to the 
top student-athlete among the 
conference’s football teams. 
 Success comes not from 
the individual, Coale told 
students during a public ad-
dress March 1, but from the 
community behind the per-
son. He credited Episcopal’s 

community with teaching 
him how to learn, work with 
others and keep improving.
 While a Hokie, Coale 
scored eight touchdowns and 
racked up 2,658 yards. With 
a solid performance at the an-
nual NFL Scouting Combine 
in the books, Coale could 
be picked up as early as the 
draft’s second or third rounds 
in April.       

 Alexandria native Brooke 
Curran battled blinding 
snow, 40-mph wind gusts 
and a field of international 
competitors on her way to a 
first-place marathon finish in 
Antarctica on Friday.
 Curran contended with 
fellow U.S. marathoners 
Camille Nelson and Toni 
Wilson for the lead before 
leaving her competitors be-

hind at the 23rd mile. She 
finished the race, a 26.6-mile 
route running from a Russian 
base to the turnaround point 
by a Uruguayan station on 
the Collins Glacier’s western 
end, in 4:36:53.
 Nelson finished second 
less than 4 minutes later. 
Wilson took third at 4:50:35. 
On the men’s side, Austra-
lian Terence Bell took first 

place with a 3:07:58 time. 
Poland’s Robert Krzak, who 
ran the race in 3:27:08, fol-
lowed him across the finish 
line. American Grant Harrell 
took third place at 3:38:08. 
 More than 100 competi-
tors from across the globe 
took part in the marathon, 
held on King George Island, 
just off the tip of the Antarc-
tic Peninsula.

 Bishop Ireton’s track and 
field team will boast a pleth-
ora of fresh faces this year. 
More than three-quarters of 
the coaching staff are new to 
the program.
 Head coach Rita Wil-
liams recently joined the 
team along with throwing 
coach Jose Lopez and assis-
tant sprint and hurdles coach 
Glen Evelyn. They will look 
to improve on the team’s 
fifth-place Washington Cath-

olic Athletic Conference fin-
ish from a season ago. 
 While the coaching staff 
has undergone a shakeup, 
the team includes some fa-
miliar names. Distance run-
ner Liam O’Connor, who 
clinched the city running 
title in the fall, will finish 
up his senior year competing 
for the Cardinals this spring.  
 Among the newcomers, 
freshman Lolontika Hoque 
has coaches excited. She is 

expected to prosper under 
the tutelage of senior sprint-
er Anna Wissler, who wants 
to reclaim the school record 
time for the 800-meter com-
petition. 
 The Cardinals season 
kicks off with the Screaming 
Eagle Invitational at Sen-
eca Valley High School on 
March 24.

- Derrick Perkins

sPorts shorts
Premier tournament comes to alexandria

NFL prospect returns to Episcopal for surprise visit

alexandria woman bests competition, antarctic weather

Bishop Ireton program under new management

Rugby

Football

Running

Track & Field

STUDENT OF 
THE MONTH

T.C. Titan: Phillip Espinoza  
Grade: Senior
GPA: 3.9 cumulative, 4.9 for 
the current school year
Academics: AP German 
5, AP Physics C, AP Govern-
ment, Electronics 11, Dif-
ferential Equations and AP 
Literature
Extracurricular Activities: 
Phillip is president of the 
German Club and German 

Honor Society. He has volunteered in the Big Event.
Honors and Awards: National Merit Finalist, AP Scholar with 
Distinction, National Hispanic Recognition, Sun Scholarship.
Future Plans: Phillip plans to “live life.”
Interesting Notes: Phillip plays guitar in three rock bands: All 
in Karma, The LowDown and LionSkin. He has played gigs at the 
9:30 Club, Sonar Nightclub, Rock n’ Roll Hotel and more, as well 
as at such school functions as the Titan Expo, the Scholarship 
Fund of Alexandria’s telethon, a chorus concert, talent shows 
and in the T.C. Williams musical “Rent.”

 

855.GO COFCU

Campus Tour & Infosession: March 22, 8:30-11:00 a.m.
Benedictine Catholic School for Young Men, Grades 6-12 • Brookland/CUA Metro

RSVP at www.saintanselms.org/admissions • admissions@saintanselms.org

Unparalleled 
academics 
and a lasting spiritual foundation.

Accepting Applications for Fall 2012 Entry

New in 2011-2012:  Morning Bus Service from Northern Virginia
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Fashion...Lights...Music...Tastings!
It’s all here at the George Washington Masonic Memorial

The NOVA Bridal Catwalk & Expo
Saturday, March 17, 2012
Hannelore’s of Olde Town fashion show with breathtaking gowns.
Food and beverage tasting by Delia’s Catering.

Time: 12:00pm-4:00pm • Fashion Show: 2:00pm
Workshop with wedding experts: 3:00pm
Online tickets: $8:00; at the door: $10.00
Website: www.gwmemorial.org/bridalshow.php
Phone: 703-683-2007, ext. 2011
E-mail: BridalShow@gwmemorial.org

asdfghjkl Offering 
garden ceremony and 

reception sites with a touch of 
timeless elegance.  

Carly
le 

Hous
e Histo

ric 

Park
 

703-549-2997 • www.nvrpa.org

THE GREAT
JEANS
CHALLENGE

drop 2 jeans sizes 
8 weeks of small group personal training 
(3 per week plus nutrition coaching)

call 703.683.0777
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

Brides, 
Drop 2 Jean Sizes (or 
Dress Sizes) with our 
eight week intensive 
small group personal 
training!

saVe
30%

Hannelore’s Bridal Boutique is 
Northern Virginia’s premier bridal 
shop for wedding dresses and 
bridesmaid dresses since 1983.
703.549.0387 • hannelores.com 
106 N. Lee St., Alexandria, VA 22314

106 1/2 North Columbus St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.549.3777
Tuesday - Saturday 

10:00 - 5:30pm

www.thelittlemonogramshop.com
or facebook: 

The Little Monogram Shop

For the BIGGEST day of 

your life, think LITTLE ...

The Little Monogram Shop. 

We can help you with gifts 
for your entire bridal party.

703.739.2743

623 S. Washington St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
globalbridalgallery.com

Spring Blowout Stock Sale
Designer Dresses

Bridal Gowns  from $400 and up

Mother of Bride and Mother of the 
Groom Gowns from $175 and up

Accessories  $15 and up

Bring in this ad for 
an additional 10% savings

Bridal party 
make-overs

Botox party 
of six 

Bride or 
Host free

516 oronoco st., alexandria, va  22314

703.535.6700 • www.poshmedspa.com

687 South Washington St.
Alexandria, VA  22314 | 703.838.2006

Featuring custom designed 
wedding couture by Joy Houston

To advertise in any of our special sections throughout the year, please call the Alexandria Times sales team at 703.731.0001
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Now to May 1 

OUR ALEXANDRIA: AFRICAN-
AMERICAN DOLLHOUSES 
EXHIBITION Take in the memories 
of historic Parker-Gray with this free 
exhibition of miniature dollhouses 
by Sharon J. Frazier and Linwood M. 
Smith. This local showcase features 
more than a dozen buildings and 
rooms in 1:12 scale, including some 
inspired by places in Alexandria. Sug-
gested admission is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

Now to December 31

MARSHALL HOUSE INCIDENT 
EXHIBITION The deaths of Union 
Col. Elmer Ellsworth and secession-
ist James Jackson at the Marshall 
House Hotel along King Street during 
the Federal occupation of Alexandria 
on May 24, 1861, stirred patriotic 
fervor in the north and south. This 
exhibit at Fort Ward features objects 
from the museum collection — like 
a star from the flag which had flown 
over Marshall House and loan items 
from the Mary Custis Lee chapter of 
the Daughters of the Confederacy 
— to tell this notable story about the 
event that launched the Civil War in 
Alexandria. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or 
www.fortward.org

OCCUPIED CITY: LIFE IN CIVIL 
WAR ALEXANDRIA EXHIBI-
TION This exhibition examines life 
in an American town seized and held 
by its federal government following 
Virginia’s May 1861 secession from 
the Union. Explore the experiences 
of Alexandrians and others who lived 
here during this tumultuous time 
through their words, as well as period 
photographs and collections items. 
Suggested admission is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or 
www.alexandriahistory.org

March 15

COCO MONTOYA The American 
blues guitarist is a former member of 
John Mayall and the Bluesbreakers. 
Coco Montoya’s last album was “I 
Want It All Back.” Tickets are $25.

CaleNDar of 
eveNts

To have your event considered 
for our calendar listings, please 
email events@alextimes.com. 
You can also post your event 

directly to our online calendar 
by visiting www.alextimes.com.

Photo/tLC/WaLLing MCgarity 

When Monte Durham, second from left, isn’t counseling soon-to-be brides on the perfect wedding dress, he’s grabbing a cup of coffee 
in Alexandria, the city he now calls home.

By DaviD saChs

 Television star Monte Dur-
ham claims the hardest thing 
about his newfound fame is get-
ting used to strangers recogniz-
ing him on the street. But when 
a gaggle of tween girls barrage 
him at the King Street Starbucks 
on Tuesday, his Sharpie is ready 
for autographs and his smile is 
beaming straight at the camera.
 The Alexandria resident is a 
star consultant on TLC’s “Say 
Yes to the Dress: Atlanta,” a re-

ality show following brides — 
and their entourage — on the 
quest for the perfect wedding 
gown. He also critiqued the red 
carpet at this year’s Oscars for 
CNN and covered the fashion at 
the royal wedding in London.
 Durham is 50-something, 
quick-witted, sassy and svelte. 
When a bride blames her messy 
hair on air travel, he says things 
like, “Girl, the only way that 
could be airplane hair is if you 
were on the wing.” 

 He’s a natural star. 
 But Durham comes from 
humble beginnings. After grow-
ing up poor in West Virginia, 
where he learned math in a one-
room schoolhouse, he made it 
into the style world through 
undeterred hard work and by 
answering the door when op-
portunity knocked. What began 
as a career in styling hair and 
makeup has become a journey 
through cultural popularity. 
 

sCeNe aroUND toWN

The full Monte

SEE MoNte | 21

an interview 

with 

alexandria 

resident 

and TV 

star Monte 

Durham
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Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

March 16 - 17

AVERAGE WHITE BAND The 
soul and funk band has several gold-
selling albums and Grammy nomina-
tions. Average White Band is known 
for hits like “Pick Up The Pieces,” 
“Work to Do” and “Cut The Cake.” 
Tickets are $35.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

March 16 - 18

JESUIT RUGBY CLASSIC The 
City of Alexandria will host the third 
annual Jesuit Rugby Classic on St. 
Patrick’s Day weekend. Players from 
nine high schools in Washington, D.C., 
Virginia, Maryland, Connecticut and 
New York will participate in the event, 
which is fast becoming a premier 
rugby event for the upcoming spring 
season.
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday; 9 
a.m. Saturday; and 8:45 a.m. Sunday
Location: George Washington 
Middle School, 1005 Mount Vernon 
Ave.
Information: Email jesuitrugbyclas-
sic@gmail.com

March 16

INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY 
PLAYGROUP Children learn valu-
able social skills and improve their 
developmental skills through play. 
Parents and caregivers will join their 
child in stimulating activities that re-
inforce physical, cognitive and social 
development. The playgroup is free.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Cora Kelly Recreation 
Center, 25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: Contact Deatrice Wil-
liams at 703-746-3430 or deatrice.
williams@alexandriava.gov

MARCH MADNESS ART PAR-
TY The evening will have a NCAA 
tournament pub-like atmosphere, 
including games, music and prizes. 
The money raised from this event 
and exhibition benefits the March of 
Dimes and the Target Gallery’s out-
reach programming. Tickets are $15 
in advance and $20 at the door.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-838-4565 or 
www.torpedofactory.org

March 17

OLD TOWN FARMERS MARKET 
The market includes local dairy, fish, 
fruits and vegetables. There is free 
parking in the garage during market 
hours. 
Time: 5:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St.
Information: 703-746-3200

MARCH MADNESS FESTIVAL 
The Burke Branch Friends present 

the 10th annual March Madness 
Festival. Join the Burke Branch 
Library for a day of games, activities 
and programs.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
Location: Ellen Coolidge Burke 
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-1704

HER STORY: WOMEN IN 
ACTION During Women’s His-
tory Month, Girl Scout Brownies can 
celebrate women and learn about 
issues important to local women and 
girls at Her Story: Women in Action. A 
panel of former Girl Scouts will share 
memories of scouting and how it em-
powered them. This program fulfills 
the requirements for the Her Story 
Try-It for Girl Scout Brownies. Tickets 
are $6, and advance registration is 
required.
Time: 1:30 to 2:40 p.m. and 3 to 
4:10 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or 
www.alexandriahistory.org

GET ORGANIZED WORKSHOP 
Learn tips and tricks to organize the 
house from a pro, Andrea Hancock.
Time: 3 to 4 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. 
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

A NIGHT OF RHYTHM AND 
ROMANCE Celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day with a special show at the Carlyle 
Club, featuring Glenn Leonard, Joe 
Coleman and Joe Blunt. Advance 
tickets are $35; tickets at the door 
are $40.
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: The Carlyle Club, 411 
John Carlyle St.
Information: 703-548-8899 or 
www.thecarlyleclub.com

March 18

CIVIL WAR SUNDAY Explore 
the Civil War in Alexandria with 
Civil War Sundays, a showcase of an 
original May 26, 1861, edition New 
York Tribune detailing Col. Elmer 
Ellsworth’s death in Alexandria; a 
Peeps diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s 
death; a TimeTravelers Passport ex-
hibit featuring the Civil War drummer 
boy; a diorama of a heating system 
constructed in Alexandria to warm 
Civil War hospital tents during the 
winter of 1861; a cocked-and-loaded 
Wickham musket discarded in a privy 
during the 1860s; and an exhibit on 
the Lee Street site during the Civil 
War. The event is free.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

PRESIDENTIAL SALON Join 
former President James Madison in 
Gadsby’s historic Assembly Room as 
he discusses and engages guests 
about political and personal issues 
of 1811. Take part in this conversa-
tion with the fourth president of 
the United States and be a party to 
the public debate in the company 
of James Madison, as presented by 
John Douglas Hall. Reservations are 
recommended. Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $10 for students.

Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
alexandriava.gov/gadsbystavern

CELEBRITY CHEF SERIES In 
the third month of the Chef Series, 
Spice and Tea Exchange of Old Town 
will welcome one of last year’s all-
stars: chef de cuisine Chris Watson of 
BRABO. Seating is limited. Tickets are 
$40 at the door or $35 in advance. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Spice and Tea Exchange 
of Old Town, 320 King St.
Information: 571-312-8505

March 19

PARTNERS IN ART GROUP 
Looking for a chance to get together 
with creative people to discuss art 
and exchange ideas? Join a meeting 
of the Del Ray Artisans’ cooperatively 
led Partners in Art group. Guests may 
find the group engaged in a creativity 
exercise, enjoying a short demonstra-
tion or in a lively art-related discus-
sion. Free and open to the public.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: Contact Millie Mateu 
at globaleducationsolutions@gmail.
com or Katherine Rand at katherine@
katherinerand.com

MEET A K-9 DOG AND 
DEPUTY SHERIFF Come and see 
a K-9 dog in action. The event is for 
students in kindergarten through fifth 
grade.
Time: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: James M. Duncan Branch 
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-746-1705

THE ALEXANDRIA BEAT: 
OUR EVOLVING PRESS The 
event will feature Rodger Digilio of 
Alexandria News, Sharon McLoone of 
Old Town Patch, Michael Lee Pope of 
Alexandria Gazette Packet and David 
Sachs of the Alexandria Times. Dinner 
reservations are required. 
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Holiday Inn Eisenhower 
Metro Center, 2460 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: Contact Sherry Brown 
at 703-548-7089 or agendaalexan-
dria@aol.com

DUNCAN LOCAL AUTHOR 
SERIES Local author Ted Pulliam 
will discuss his book, “Historic Alexan-
dria: An Illustrated History.” 
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: James M. Duncan Jr. 
Branch Library, 2501 Commonwealth 
Ave.
Information: 703-746-1705x3

March 20
 
SAPCA QUARTERLY MEETING 
The Substance Abuse Prevention 
Coalition of Alexandria will hold its 
quarterly meeting, which includes 
discussion about upcoming activities 
and events. There will be food. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Francis Hammond Middle 
School, 4646 Seminary Road
Information: Contact Noraine at 
703-746-3670

March 21

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA WEB-
SITE CLASS Curious about the 
City of Alexandria website? Want to 
learn how to navigate the site to find 
information on paying taxes or signing 
up for classes through parks and 
recreation? Come to this free class.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Ellen Coolidge Burke 
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-1704x3

DUNCAN BOOK DISCUSSION 
GROUP The group will discuss “The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks,” by 
Rebecca Skloot.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: James M. Duncan Jr. 
Branch Library, 2501 Commonwealth 
Ave.
Information: Contact Ruth Hailu at 
703-746-1705x3

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
LECTURE Join Dr. Peter Henriques, 
professor emeritus of history from 
George Mason University, as he 
explores the many facets of the father 
of our country. For Women’s His-
tory Month, Henriques will examine 
George Washington’s relationship 
with Sally Fairfax, one of the most fas-
cinating, controversial and revealing 
relationships of his life. Tickets are 
$12; reservations are recommended.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

March 22

MEET THE LEGENDS RECEP-
TION Living Legends of Alexandria is 
an ongoing project, conceived by Nina 
Tisara, to create an enduring artistic 
record of the people whose vision and 
dedication make a positive, tangible 
difference to the quality of life in 
Alexandria. Over the last year there 
were 27 nominations and 13 people 
were selected as Living Legends of 
2012. This reception will introduce 
and honor each nominee. Tickets are 
$50 per person or $95 for two.
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office, 600 Dulaney St.
Information: www.alexandrialeg-
ends.com

CNFC BENEFIT KICKOFF The 
stunning home of designer Sydnye 
Pettengill will serve as the backdrop 
for the 2012 Children and Family 
Network benefit kickoff. The intimate 
event will honor CFNC donors and 

introduce 2012 benefit chairs Bill and 
Elizabeth Reynolds Marino.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Sydnye Pettengill’s house, 
210 N. View Terrace
Information: Contact Alison 
Doherty at 703-836-0214 or ado-
herty@cfnc-online.org

TOAST TO FASHION The Junior 
Friends of The Campagna Center will 
host the 13th Toast to Fashion. The 
annual event combines a fashion 
show, marketplace, raffle and cocktail 
reception. Proceeds from the event 
generate much-needed support for 
many of the programs operated by 
The Campagna Center.
Time: 6:30 to 10 p.m.
Location: Belle Haven Country Club, 
6023 Fort Hunt Road
Information: www.campagnacen-
ter.org

March 23

FRIDAY KNIT AT THE MOVIES 
From time to time, fibre space will fea-
ture a classic flick on its flat screen. 
Bring a knit or crochet project and 
curl up in the cozy lounge for a free 
viewing of “Black Sheep.” Please note 
that the movie is rated R.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: fibre space, 102 N. 
Fayette St.
Information: 703-664-0344 or 
www.fibrespace.com

PHIL PERRY The American R&B 
singer and songwriter was a former 
member of the Montclairs. Phil 
Perry’s breakout hit, “Call Me,” a re-
make of Aretha Franklin’s 1970 song, 
skyrocketed to the No. 1 spot on the 
R&B charts from his debut album, 
“The Heart of The Man,” in 1991, 
according to his website. His latest 
album is “The Gift of Love.” Tickets 
are $35. 
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.Birchmere.com

March 24

ALL ALEXANDRIA READS 
KICKOFF CELEBRATION 
Storyteller Diane Macklin will share 
inspirational Bantu stories for all 
ages. The event is free.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. 
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

Heaven Can Wait  Feb 25 - Mar 17
Mr. Jordan is checking passengers who are to depar t 
for the Hereafter. Enter Joe Pendleton, an attractive 
prizefighter, who refuses to admit he is dead and 
convinces Jordan to “check the records.” When it is 
revealed that Joe is not scheduled to arrive for another 
60 years, Jordan is forced to find him a new body.

SEE CaleNDar | 20
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WONDERS OF SCIENCE The 
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Mu-
seum will host special tours and dem-
onstrations exploring 18th-century 
natural and medical science. Discover 
curious objects — from poison bottles 
to dragon’s blood — and find out how 
they were used and if they worked. 
Tours are recommended for third-
graders and older. Tickets are $6. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or 
alexandriava.gov/apothecary

ALL ALEXANDRIA READS The 
dance group, Ezibu Muntu, will per-
form traditional African dances. Come 
see this interactive and entertaining 
performance. The event is free.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. 
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

GREAT RUM PUNCH 
CHALLENGE Come experience 
and taste the tavern’s special blend 
of rum punch — made of rum, water, 
citrus juices, sugar and spices — at 
the eighth annual Great Rum Punch 
Challenge. Enjoy different rum punch 
creations from local restaurants and 
distilleries and vote for your favorite, 
as Dogfish Head Spirits defends its 

title. Guests also will enjoy food, 
period and modern, as well as a silent 
auction full of great items. Tickets, 
which include admission (food and 
drink for the evening), are $50 per 
person or $100 for admission and 
a special VIP pre-event tasting of 
Bacardi’s special rums. Reservations 
are required.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
www.gadsbystavern.org

TOM RUSH The American blues 
and folk singer-songwriter shaped the 
folk revival in the ‘60s, according to 
his website. Tom Rush’s latest album 
is “What I Know.” Tickets are $35.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

March 27

COLLAGE CUT UPS Feel over-
whelmed by the deluge of junk mail 
and magazines arriving in the mail? 
Take those scraps and have fun. Play 
with the Collage Cut Ups in a sup-
portive environment that promotes 
an exchange of ideas, creativity and 
networking with beginner and experi-
enced collage artists. RSVP by 9 a.m.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: Contact the outreach 
director at dra.outreach1@gmail.com

RACHAEL YAMAGATA The 
North Virginia native comes to the 
Birchmere with Madi Diaz. Rachael 
Yamagata is a singer-songwriter who 
performs a mix of indie and blues 
rock music. Her latest album is titled 
“Chesapeake.” Tickets are $25.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

March 31 - april 1

A MAGICAL SPELL Experience 
the fire and magic of dreams with 
Midori as she returns for an exclusive 
residency. A former child prodigy, 
Midori has been regarded as one of 
the finest violinists of her generation. 
She will perform Felix Mendelssohn’s 
“Concerto for Violin” with the Alex-
andria Symphony Orchestra. Tickets 
range from $5 to $85.
Time: 8 p.m. Saturday and 3 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Information: www.alexsym.org

CaleNDar FROM | 19

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email 
events@alextimes.com. 
You can also post your 

event directly to our online 
calendar by visiting 

www.alextimes.com.
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The 18-year Alexandria resi-
dent spoke with the Times 
about his journey, which 
doesn’t seem to be reaching 
an end any time soon.

Alexandria Times: What’s 
your history in the fashion 
industry?

Monte Durham: I was do-
ing styling before people had 
styling. I traveled to every 
single state in the union doing 
hair and makeup and chang-
ing girls’ looks from daytime 
to evening, from wedding al-
tar to reception site, and that 
kind of just spurred me on to 
the next level.

And how did you end up on 
TLC doing “Say Yes to the 
Dress: Atlanta”?

My best friend Lori Allen 
owns the [bridal salon] in At-
lanta. She said, ‘You know 
Monte, TLC is doing a show 
here like they’re doing in 
New York.’ I said OK, came 
down to Atlanta and was on 
the set, doing my thing. TLC 
people kept asking who I was 
and what I was doing there. 
They thought I worked there. 
Turns out, I would, eventu-
ally. 

I know absolutely nothing 
about wedding dresses. How 
do you make something like 
that an art form?

It’s actually pretty simple. I 
have a formula that I call the 
three F’s. F’s usually have a 
negative connotation, but not 
when you’re looking for a 
wedding gown. First you look 
at the fit and how it works 
with your figure. Then we’re 
going to look at the fabric — 
you want a lighter fabric if 
you’re getting married on the 
beach. And then we’re going 
to look at the fashion of the 
gown. Is it a mermaid or is it 

a ball gown? So if you line 
up the three F’s, chances are 
you’ll find the perfect dress.

It’s pretty safe to say I’ll 
never need that advice 
personally, but what’s your 
advice to women looking for 
a wedding dress?

Every girl comes in wanting 
to look different. It’s really 
about personality. You can put 
the same dress on three differ-
ent girls and it will look dif-
ferent on each and every one 
of them, so that is a very com-
mon denominator for wed-
ding gowns. But also, make 
sure you buy the designer and 
style for you. The guy who’s 
sitting in the fourth pew, he’s 
thinking, ‘The bride wore a 
white dress, she looked great. 
Where is the bar?’ My advice 
to the bride is, if that mono-

gram is important, make it 
important to you, not anyone 
else. 

What’s the hardest transi-
tion to being a celebrity?

The hardest thing for me is 
stopping for photos and au-
tographs. Oh my God it’s 
unbelievable. I was shopping 
at Safeway the other day and 
this woman stopped me and 
said, ‘Oh my, what are you 
doing in Virginia?’ because 
she thought I was from At-
lanta. It is amazing that peo-
ple want my signature, and I 
readily take out a pen. I’ve 
signed everything from mag-
azines to airsickness bags.

“Say Yes to the Dress: 
Atlanta” airs Fridays 

at 9 p.m. on TLC.

Dressing for success

Photo/tLC/WaLLing MCgarity 

Monte Durham, left, dishes out wedding dress advice for TLC’s “Say 
Yes to the Dress: Atlanta.”
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our view
resigning to fail students
 At a public meeting Tuesday, Vice Mayor Kerry 
Donley called for Alexandria City Public Schools 
Superintendent Morton Sherman to resign over his 
staff’s financial mismanagement of the capital im-
provement budget. The attack on Dr. Sherman was 
dramatic and diluted the real issues facing the school 
district: the education of Alexandria’s students.
 The charges leveled by the vice mayor are 
serious. Dr. Sherman’s staff displayed an irre-
sponsible — and possibly unlawful — negligence. 
The superintendent was ostensibly unaware of the 
dysfunction, which some argue is the problem; he is 
accountable for every kernel of his administration.
   While the Times does not endorse Dr. Sherman, 
forcing the superintendent out is not the answer — 
at least not yet.
 Alexandria’s school system — and by exten-
sion its schoolchildren — has lacked stability since 
former school chief Rebecca Perry was arrested for 
a DUI in 2004 (she was not fired until 2008 after 
school board members dramatically locked Perry out 
of her office). The school board hired Dr. Sherman 
to provide stability and heal a broken system. 
 In his fourth year on the job, despite inheriting 
an organizational mess, standardized test scores are 
static as a flawed No Child Left Behind Act fails 
across the country. ACPS faces ballooning enroll-
ment and a largely impoverished student body. More 
than half qualify for the free or reduced-priced lunch 
program.
 The Times takes issue with Dr. Sherman’s 
abusive use of consultants and lack of community 
outreach in the past. But forcing him out would 
destabilize a system that needs consistency, and no 
stakeholder would suffer more than the students. 
 Not to mention it would be hypocritical. Eight 
city employees faced criminal charges, from 
embezzlement to child abuse, in 2011. Mr. Donley 
certainly did not call on the resignation of the mayor 
or Jim Hartmann, who was then city manager. 
 Current City Manager Rashad Young began 
new checks and balances, but no heads rolled like 
they have at ACPS, where everyone involved in the 
scandal has left or been forced from their post by 
Sherman.
 Perhaps ACPS has too much autonomy. City 
Hall awards the school system more money than 
any other department year after year, and trusts 
the school board and superintendent to steward tax 
dollars efficiently. The city manger should consider 
creating a permanent role for one of his budget staff-
ers at ACPS, or getting involved himself.
 In the meantime, the real issues facing ACPS 
are academic, not financial. No money went miss-
ing despite serious negligence. Further, ACPS has 
cut internal costs and the cost-per-pupil since Dr. 
Sherman came on. If the system has not improved 
significantly in the next two school years, then it’s 
time for the superintendent to go. Until then, the 
city’s students need stability.

opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

To the editor:
 The Alexandria Times’ edi-
torial regarding the off leash 
and electronic leash rules be-
ing discussed at City Hall left 
me frustrated and discour-
aged.
 The thinking and position 
displayed in this editorial 
have no factual basis and skip 
from one thought to another. 
A dog did attack its owner 
and had to be shot, but what 
in the world does that have to 
do with the countless excel-
lent dogs and owners using 

electronic collars? Yes we 
do need to protect the public 
from jumping, barking, bit-
ing or out of control dogs, but 
these incidents occur when 
dogs are restrained on leashes 
that can break or be dropped: 
flexi–leads cause more inju-
ries than any other restraint 
device. Also, sometimes dogs 
are just not controlled appro-
priately by their owners. 
 The singling out of the re-
mote collar, which is an ex-
cellent tool and offers more 
control than most leashes used 

on untrained dogs, is unfair 
and misinformed. The Animal 
Control officers of Alexandria 
have been unable to cite one 
single incident of a dog with an 
electronic collar jumping on a 
citizen or demonstrating any 
negative behavior that would 
be improved by this proposed 
regulation.  An ordinance that 
addresses lack of control and 
negligence and demands that 
dogs be within a certain prox-
imity of their owners on city 
streets is far more appropriate 

Electronic leash law barks up the wrong tree

SEE leash laW | 23
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To the editor:
 What I’ve learned from 
the waterfront redevelop-
ment catastrophe is our 
elected and appointed city 
officials are playing a game 
of density dominoes.
 The sequence seems to 
be: The city needs money, 
so it contrives to thwart the 
majority of its residents by 
enabling more density along 
the waterfront. Next, devel-
opers provide additional den-
sity by placing more struc-
tures on the few remaining 
open spaces or by altering 
structures to accommodate 
greater occupancy. The result 
is increased density provid-
ing more tax revenue for the 
city. 
 This much I understand.
 What I do not understand 
is when this game will end. 
At some point, just as a glass 
can hold only so much fluid or 
as a theater can hold only so 
many patrons, the city will 
reach capacity. Alexandria’s 
boundaries are fixed; so too 
are our roads. Exactly how 
many more inhabitants are 

our city officials seeking?
 Whatever the number, 
surely they have established 
a cap on the number of in-
habitants Alexandria could 
reasonably accommodate 
before it becomes too con-
gested, even for cut-through 
commuters? In other words, 

when does Alexandria 
achieve maximum desired 
density?
 A better question is why 
are they playing density 
dominos at all? If the over-
arching goal is revenue to 
redress waterfront flooding, 

then why don’t they go to the 
same pool of funds they draw 
from to pay for other public 
works projects (the new high 
school, the new police sta-
tion, the new athletic field, 
etc.)?
 Since greater density re-
sults in more traffic, loss 

of open space, greater hu-
man congestion, lost charm 
and greater stress, it would 
seem Alexandria has already 
reached its optimal density. 
If so, then our city officials 
should rejoice.
 By keeping density con-

sistent, it will make their 
planning and budgeting 
simpler. It would also make 
Alexandria homes more de-
sirable. This will trigger 
improved property values 
that will, in turn, effortlessly 
generate more tax revenue, 
which is what our city offi-

cials are seeking in the first 
place. They don’t have to 
play density dominoes after 
all.

- James M. Roberts
Alexandria

alexandria is full: Stop playing density dominoes

Understanding power of attorney as parents age
 Powers of attorney (or 
POAs) are useful tools that 
enable important decisions 
to be made when 
an aging person 
is unable to do so 
personally. The 
inability may be 
because of ge-
ography, mental 
or physical inca-
pacity, or a vari-
ety of other situ-
ations.
 A “power” is 
an authority that 
enables one person to take 
binding legal action on be-
half of another person. The 
person granting the power is 
the “principal.” An “agent” 
(known elsewhere as the “at-
torney in fact”) receives and 
exercises the authority.  For 
example, a principal in Ver-
mont can authorize an agent 

in Florida to sell his beach-
front condo in Miami.  The 
principal gives the agent 

the general legal 
power to take all 
actions neces-
sary to complete 
the transaction, 
without the prin-
cipal’s involve-
ment. The POA 
is the document 
that confirms this 
grant of power 
and identifies the 
powers the prin-

cipal gave the agent.  
 In 2010, Virginia became 
the ninth state to enact the 
Uniform Power of Attorney 
Act.  This statute seeks to 
standardize laws governing 
POAs.  It reconciles the need 
for uniform procedures that 
will encourage third parties 
to accept a POA with the de-

sire to protect principals and 
third parties from financial 
abuse or fraud by agents.
 A POA must be carefully 
crafted, because courts look 
closely at the language of 
a POA when considering 
a dispute over whether the 
POA allows a particular ac-
tion.  A POA can grant either 
a general power (authority 
to do whatever is necessary 
to implement the power) or 
a special power to perform 
specific tasks.
 The principal must be an 
adult and understand the le-
gal significance of signing 
the POA.  In Virginia, a POA 
is presumed to be genuine if 
the principal acknowledged 
the signature before a notary 
public and becomes effec-
tive once signed.  
 Historically, a POA end-
ed once its principal became 

incapacitated, whether by 
death or mental impairment.  
Virginia follows the modern 
rule, which provides that a 
POA is “durable” unless it 
expressly states it will ter-
minate upon the incapacity 
of the principal.  In other 
words, a POA signed by a 
person of sound mind will 
remain valid if that person 
develops dementia years lat-
er.
 An advance medical di-
rective is a durable POA that 
identifies the types of health 
care the signer does or does 
not authorize if the signer 
becomes incapable of mak-
ing an informed health care 
decision.  To be valid in Vir-
ginia, it must be signed in 
front of two witnesses while 
the signer is mentally com-
petent.
 Advance medical direc-

tives and POA’s enables one 
to implement an alternative 
decision-making process in 
the event that one becomes 
unable to make financial or 
medical decisions in the fu-
ture.  One of the most impor-
tant gifts an adult can give to 
his/her family is to have an 
advance directive and POA 
so families can make deci-
sions in a time of crisis that 
will reflect what the indi-
vidual would want if he/she 
is unable to make those deci-
sions.
 For more information on 
decision making, contact the 
City of Alexandria Division 
of Aging and Adult Services 
at 703 746-5999. 

The writer is assistant 
city attorney for the 
City of Alexandria.

Myview
George McAndrews

and useful than banning the 
electronic collar as a means 
of restraint.  
 To imply grandma and 
small children are in great 
jeopardy because of the use 
of remote collars is ridicu-
lous. I do not rely on re-
mote collars for control of 
my dogs, but they are very 
helpful for some and quite 
reliable when used cor-
rectly. Having operated our 
business and trained dogs 
in the city for more than 
36 years without incident, I 
feel the focus on the remote 
collar, and not irrespon-
sible dog handling, has the 
city barking up the wrong 
tree. It would be most help-
ful if everyone would learn 
a little more about appro-
priate dog handling before 
offering an opinion that has 
no basis in fact. 

- Sandy Mejias
Owner, Olde Towne 

School for Dogs

at some point, just as a glass 
can hold only so much fluid or 

as a theater can hold only so many 
patrons, the city will reach capacity. 
alexandria’s boundaries are fixed; so 
too are our roads. 
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To the editor:
 With more than 20 years 
experience serving on state, 
regional and local public 
committees as well as non-
profit boards, I continue 
working to deliver effective, 
sustainable solutions. I am 
an ordinary American, a con-
cerned neighbor who cares, 
listens and takes responsible 
action.
 In campaigning for Vir-
ginia’s 8th Congressional 
District, my focus remains 
on fulfilling a vision and ex-
ecuting a pragmatic strategy 
to enhance the quality of life 
in our community and to help 
ensure our nation endures and 
prospers.
 My plan quickens eco-
nomic growth; creates jobs; 
increases household incomes; 
and provides universal qual-
ity health care with embed-
ded choice, competition and 
national portability while po-
sitioning patients and doctors 
as the central relationship in 
medicine.
 Together we will also 
make Social Security solvent 

without reducing benefits; 
lower the costs of American 
production; attract trillions 
of dollars in new investment; 
help enable children to fulfill 
their potential; expand access 
to higher education; and work 
to double our national econo-
my in the next 10 years while 
eliminating the deficit, build-
ing cash reserves and reduc-
ing our debt.
 The plan works to prevent 
future government shutdowns 
and to instill confidence. My 
proposal remains the only 
comprehensive economic 
and fiscal plan my opponent, 
Congressman Jim Moran, has 
ever sent to the Congressional 
Budget Office for analysis in 
his time on Capitol Hill. My 
plan and Moran’s letter to 
the CBO can be found online 
at www.va8.com/solutions_
plan.
 Clearly, I cannot fulfill 
my vision alone. Resident 
participation remains vital 
to everything I seek to do in 
public service. Without sup-
port, I cannot help deliver on 
the promise of our potential.

 

While super PACs grab the 
headlines with million-dollar 
donations, our strategy for 

campaign finance is accessi-
bility. Whereas Republicans 
in Congress refer to them-
selves as “Young Guns,” my 
campaign team and I seek to 
honor our supporters rather 
than ourselves.
 We honor vision and cour-
age. We recognize the power 
of one and see our supporters 
as “Capitol Spartans” stand-
ing strong for America. Good 
government requires a con-
stant watch by good people. 
We clearly own responsibility 
as we stand on principle and 
run with a plan for positive 

action. We are different; we 
demand transparency.
 My campaign team and I 

are raising the necessary cam-
paign funds to help move our 
nation forward by appealing 
to people with a conscience. 
We are building relationships, 
starting with 300 Americans 
who will consistently make a 
donation of at least $1 dollar 
monthly. Of course, we wel-
come and appreciate one-time 
donations as well.
 By standing with Capitol 
Spartans, we do not have to 
beg lobbyists and special in-
terest groups for money and 
pander to their agendas.
 Most members of Con-

gress spend more than 70 per-
cent of their time dialing for 
dollars. With your support, 

my team and I are free to 
focus on serving people and 
creating real solutions.
 We stand strong for Amer-
ica with Capitol Spartans. 
Together we will send a clear 
message through the corri-
dors of power. Please check 
out www.va8.com. Your 
voice or your silence will be 
heard.

- Will Radle Jr.
Democratic congressional 

candidate for the 
8th District. 

Why I’m running to beat Jim Moran

Online readers respond to 
Republican Scott Gordon 
exits city council race, 
blasts Councilwoman Ali-
cia Hughes on way out.

C. Sacra: I am sorry that 
Scott has dropped out of 
the race, especially in light 
of the fact that it is because 
of a family medical issue.
[Alicia] Hughes has been 
a controversial figure 
during her tenure on the 
city council. There are 
many Alexandrians, life-
long and otherwise, who 
appreciate Scott Gordon’s 
candor on the subject.

E.B. Gray: I am very 
happy Scott Gordon has 
decided to leave the Alex-
andria City Council race. 
I believe quite a few Alex-
andrians are very happy 

and elated, especially 
considering the fact that 
the best he could do on 
his exit was to disrespect 
and negatively smear his 
fellow party member.

Online readers respond 
to Analysis: Local Demo-
crats are shaking up the 
political landscape, but 
what does party affiliation 
mean in Alexandria?

Rick Vanderhous: 5-2 
Democratic majority is 
not heterogeneous … it’s 
an outrage. I know where 
I’ll be tossing my vote in 
November.

Captvolt: It needs to be 
more heterogeneous all 
right ... it needs to have 
more Republicans.

What readers are saying on AlexTimes.com
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in campaigning for virginia’s 
8th Congressional District, my 

focus remains on fulfilling a vision 
and executing a pragmatic strategy 
to enhance the quality of life in our 
community and to help ensure our 
nation endures and prospers.
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 Strawberry Hill, the coun-
try home of the Watkins and 
Cockrell families featured in 
last week’s column, contains 
an interesting tidbit of Alex-
andria’s commercial history. 
 Several pre-1950 aerial 
photos of Strawberry Hill in-
dicate the number “57” visible 
three times in a particular area 
of each photograph. At first 
it was assumed the photogra-
pher placed the large numbers 
on each photo. But it soon be-
came apparent that although 
the photos were different, the 
numbers always appeared at 
the same location on the prop-
erty.  
 Closer inspection revealed 
57 was in fact etched on three 
sides of a hillside on the Cock-
rell property adjacent to the 
line of what is now the Nor-
folk Southern railway. The 

number facing west had the 
name “Heinz” added above 
it, and the south-facing ex-
ample was further enhanced 
as Heinz 57 Varieties.
 A 2001 oral history from 
a Cockrell family member 
solves the mystery. In the 
transcription, the huge ce-
ment artwork along the train 
tracks was described as one 

of two nationwide advertis-
ing attractions for the Pitts-
burgh-based H.J. Heinz Co., 
known for its ketchup since 
1869. The company had ap-
parently adapted its logo into 
a hill-figure design, similar to 
the famous “White Horse” on 
England’s White Horse Hill, 
to promote its condiments 
to train passengers along the 

Mid-Atlantic coast.   
 The Cockrell fam-
ily had a multiyear contract 
with Heinz to host and main-
tain the huge cement adver-
tisement on their property, 
which appears to have been 
discontinued by the late 1940s 
when the display appears ne-
glected. 
 In this 1937 aerial pho-
tograph, the Strawberry Hill 
home can be seen on the left 
side, south of Duke Street with 
the Heinz attraction visible at 
the bottom center, just north 
of the railway. The site of the 
unusual commercial monu-
ment is now an industrial park 
building on the north side of 
Wheeler Avenue.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

oUt of the attiC
The mysterious ‘57’ monument 

Photo/offiCe of historiCaL aLexandria

Thumbs uP to Mark Ander-
son, and his nation-
al project manage-
ment firm MGAC, 
for his pledge of 
$25,000 for the 

Scholarship Fund of Alexan-
dria. Anderson is a graduate of 
T.C. Williams High School. wHe 
and his family of Titans believe 
in giving back to Alexandria 
and supporting higher educa-
tion for Alexandrians.  

— Patrice Culligan

Thumbs uP to the launch 
of the spring sports season. 

It’s only fitting, as 
it feels like May 
in March, that 
the basketballs 
and hockey sticks 

are being put away. Baseball 
gloves and lacrosse gear are 
being oiled and dusted off as 
practices start for those sea-
sons. This time of year — with 
spring sports and the glori-
ous tulip magnolias, flowering 
cherry trees and daffodils — is 
indeed a rebirth.

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs DOWN to the City 
of Alexandria for 
dropping a grade 
in its transpar-
ency rating from 

last year. The local watchdog 
organization Sunshine Review 
dropped our city government 
and school system from an 
A for 2010 to a B for 2011. 
Whether a B is acceptable de-
pends on your perspective. On 
a tough history test, it’s prob-
ably fine, but I sure don’t want 
to eat dinner at a restaurant 
with a B sanitation rating.  

— Denise Dunbar 
Thumbs uP to Senior Ser-

vices of Alexandria 
and Inova Alex-
andria Hospital 
for sponsoring 

“Healthy Living for Seniors in 
Alexandria.” Experts discussed 
the importance of eating right, 
preventing disease through 
healthy living and participating 
in an exercise program as we 
age. People older than 45 at-
tended the event and enjoyed 
a healthy breakfast prepared 
by Inova staff.

— Patrice Culligan

Weekly Poll Quick takes
This Week’s Poll

Last Week’s Poll:

Should Alexandria City Public Schools 
Superintendent Morton Sherman resign 
(see story, page 1)?

A.  Yes.

B.  No.

How did your neighbors vote? 
Visit www.alextimes.com to vote and view the results.
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How much does party affiliation matter in local 
government?
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By Marty ross

 Take your pick. Vegetable gar-
dening is hotter than ever this year, 
and seed suppliers are tempting 
novice gardeners and old hands 
alike with new, healthy and easy 
crops of every description.
 Tomatoes lead the pack, as 
always, but hybridizers are not 
finished tinkering with squash, 
peppers, cucumbers and greens, 
either. All-time favorite vegeta-
bles are showing up in new sizes, 
shapes and colors in seed catalogs 
this year, alongside interesting 
crops from around the world.
 “The great thing about the 
business is there’s always some-
thing new, it’s a non-stop learn-
ing curve,” says Lynn Byczynski, 
the owner of Seeds from Italy and 
editor of Growing for Market, a 

newsletter for market gardeners. 
Byczynski owns a cut-flower farm 
in Lawrence, Kan., and has been 
growing for market for 20 years.
 Fresh vegetables just can’t get 
any more local than your own 
backyard, and every new season 
stimulates gardeners’ appetites to 
try new varieties. Burpee’s annual 
seed catalog, for example, lists 
150 new varieties for 2012. Seeds 
are more popular than ever, says 
George Ball, CEO and chairman 
of Burpee, but you don’t have to 
start from seed: All the traditional 
seed-sellers offer transplants ready 
to set out in the garden, too.
 One of Burpee’s biggest intro-
ductions this year is the BOOST 
line of vegetables, developed for 
their extra-high vitamin and nutri-

Vegetable gardening 
growing in popularity

SEE vegetaBle | 27

 Photo/BurPee 

Harvest an abundance of garden-fresh nutrition with Burpee’s BOOST vegetables. Three 
tomatoes, a sweet pepper, a cucumber and a blend of lettuce and greens were all hybridized 
especially for their high vitamin and antioxidant values. 

at home

hoMe of the WeeK

at a Glance:
Location: 9326 Old Mansion 
Road, Alexandria, VA 22309 

Price: $2,950,000

contact: Phyllis Patterson  
www.PhyllisPatterson.com  
703.408.4232 

Built: 1917 (rebuilt in 1933)

Style: Villa

Bedrooms: 5  Bathrooms: 5.5

Parking: 3-car garage and gated 
driveway 

Lot Size: Nearly one acre

ADVERTORIAL

 This remarkable residence overlooks the Potomac 
River and lies in the highly desirable community of 
Riverwood. Adjacent to historic Mount Vernon in Alex-
andria, the property takes in the same gorgeous views 
George Washington enjoyed from his estate hundreds 
of years earlier. 
 On nearly one acre, the lush grounds offer emerald 
lawns, stone walkways, broad terraces, a large heated 
pool, and outdoor entertaining and dining spaces. Tall 
privacy screening and stone and stucco walls encircle 
all of these outstanding features.
 The home spans almost 7,500 finished square feet 
and contains five bedrooms, five-and-a-half baths and 
three levels of exquisite living space. A fabulous chef’s 
kitchen, renovated in 2007, highlights the main level 
and features brown lapis slab granite countertops, a 
professional-grade, six-burner Imperial range, dual 
ovens, a wine cooler, three prep sinks, Decorá custom 
maple cabinetry and travertine flooring.
 On the upper level, the master bedroom suite con-
tains soaring river views, refinished floors and planta-
tion shutters. The suite also has French doors that lead 
to a charming Juliet balcony overlooking the living 
room. The spa-inspired master bath has a whirlpool tub, 
a wall of cedar-lined closets, double granite vanities, 
birds-eye maple cabinets, a linen closet, and a separate 
steam shower with built-in bench and full-body spray.

Live life along Virginia’s finest river

Courtesy Photo Courtesy Photo
This villa enjoys the same views George Wash-
ington did.

The 7,500 square-foot villa offers stone walkways and a 
private gate.
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tional values and great taste. 
Three tomatoes, a pepper, 
a cucumber, and a healthy 
blend of lettuce and baby 
greens are all designed to hit 
“that sweet spot,” Ball says, 
where taste and nutrition 
are at their peak. These veg-
etables have up to five times 
more of the healthful antioxi-
dants beta-carotene and lyco-
pene than standard varieties.
 Another new Burpee to-
mato, Big Daddy, is a hybrid 
developed from the all-time 
favorite Big Boy, with even 
more disease resistance. 
 “Big Daddy can resist the 
many plagues that a summer 
can bring,” Ball says. “We 
went through a lot of toma-
toes to find it.” 
 It takes about five years to 
hybridize and bring a tomato 
to market, Ball says.
 Gardeners are looking 
for crops that will flourish 
in small spaces, says Josh 
Kirschenbaum, who works 
in product development for 
Territorial Seed. The com-
pany’s “urban jungle basket” 
for tiny, jam-packed farms 
right in town, includes seeds 
of tomatoes, broccoli, carrots, 
cucumbers, lettuces, radishes 
and 10 other vegetables suit-
able for small gardens, for 
pots or even for window box-
es. A new summer squash, Pa-
tio Star, grows on plants half 
the size of standard zucchini 
plants but produces full-sized 

fruit by the bushel.
 Like Burpee, Territorial 
Seed is introducing quite a 
few new tomatoes, includ-
ing the blue-skinned Indigo 
Rose, which has a naturally 
high concentration of antioxi-
dants. The company was the 
first to offer gardeners grafted 
tomato plants, with rootstock 
chosen for vigor and disease 
resistance, and scions select-
ed for taste. Grafted tomatoes 
are astonishingly productive, 
Kirschenbaum says. Grafted 
eggplants, new this year, are 
especially good for gardeners 
in cool climates, where heat-
loving eggplants often fail to 
mature.
 The growers who sell their 
produce at farmers markets 
are always looking out for 
early crops, and greens of ev-
ery description fit into what 
Byczynski calls the “shoulder 
seasons” of spring and fall. 
 “Greens are so quick,” she 
says. You can plant a crop of 
kale, arugula or mixed salad 
greens, and start picking 
within weeks.
 “The whole notion of let-
tuce, tomato and cucumber 
salads is out the window,” she 
says. “We’re growing some 
lettuces, a bunch of chicories, 
baby spinach and baby aru-
gula.” 
 Byczynski is excited about 
the new “Flower Sprouts,” 
which is being sold as a hy-
brid between Brussels sprouts 
and kale, in the Johnny’s Seed 
catalog.
 “I’m going to try it,” she 

says. “I don’t know if it will 
be successful, but I’m going 
to try.”
 Taking chances with new 
crops is part of the fun of 
growing your own. You al-
ways learn something, By-
czynski says: “Every year 
is different, every garden is 
different.” Even if you have 
an occasional crop failure, 
the satisfaction of harvest-
ing your own tomatoes, fresh 
kale or homegrown broccoli 
quickly erases the disappoint-
ment of a crop that didn’t 
make it. The success of the 
crop can’t really be measured 
in the size of the harvest: 
When you pick them your-
self, even cherry tomatoes are 
huge.
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Sign up to receive an electronic version of the Alexandria Times every week!

e m a i l T O D A Ycvanvliet@alextimes.com

To advertise your home 

services in the 

Alexandria Times, 

call 703-739-0001

advertising Works!
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 Toxins are harmful sub-
stances in the environment 
and our bodies. Through nor-
mal processes, the body pro-
duces and removes toxins. 
These same processes remove 
toxins from external sources 
like chemicals and metals.  
 The question is no longer 
if we are toxic, but how toxic 
are we? Initial exposure actu-
ally begins while a baby is in 
the womb. In one study, there 
were 287 chemicals present 
in the umbilical cord blood 
of newborns. Of these, 180 
cause cancer in humans or 
animals; 217 are toxic to the 
brain and nervous system; 
and 208 cause birth defects or 
abnormal development in ani-
mal tests.

 Six chemicals are found 
in virtually every person, and 
the CDC identified them as 
probable health hazards. The 
chemicals, which 
are all highly dan-
gerous, include 
p o l y b r o m i n a t e d 
diphenyl ethers 
(PDEs), bisphenol 
A (BPA), perfluo-
rooctanoic acid 
(PFOA), acryl-
amide, mercury 
and methyl tert-bu-
tyl ether (MTBE). 
 Let’s look at these so you 
can avoid them in your life. 
Flame-retardant PDEs are 
chemicals found in many 
products meant to decrease 
fire risk. These toxins build 

up in human fat tissue, caus-
ing damage to the nervous 
system, liver and kidneys. 
They also lead to sexual dys-

function, thyroid 
problems and brain 
disorders. 
   BPA is primar-
ily added to plastic 
products and can 
linings. More than 
90 percent of peo-
ple tested found to 
BPA in their bod-
ies. And releases of 
BPA to the environ-

ment exceed 1 million pounds 
per year. 
 Chemicals like BPA are 
called “endocrine disruptors” 
and are toxic to reproductive 
and developmental process-
es. Because BPA has weak 
estrogen-like effects, there 
are questions about its poten-
tial impact — particularly on 
children’s health. In adults, 
there is a strong relationship 
between urine concentrations 

of BPA and the incidence of 
heart disease, type-2 diabetes 
and liver-enzyme abnormali-
ties.
 PFOA is used in nonstick 
cookware, stain-resistant 
clothing, food packaging and 
heat-resistant products. Stud-
ies show PFOA contributes to 
infertility, other reproductive 
problems, liver abnormalities 
and immune system dysfunc-
tion.  
 Acrylamide is a cancer-
causing chemical that forms 
when carbohydrate foods are 
cooked at high temperatures. 
It is found in French fries, 
fried chicken and coffee and 
used in plastics, cosmetics 
and water-treatment prod-
ucts. Exposure to acrylamides 
causes cancer and neurologi-
cal dysfunction.
 Mercury is another com-
mon toxin found in most 
Americans. Mercury can 
cause brain and nerve prob-
lems and is found in dental 

amalgams, cosmetics and 
fish.
 MTBE is a gasoline addi-
tive not used today. However, 
it remains in water supplies 
as well as in most Americans’ 
bodies. Second-hand cigarette 
smoke also is a source. MTBE 
causes neurological and re-
productive problems.
 Other toxic chemicals are 
dioxin, PCBs and chloroform. 
So start looking at your envi-
ronment and your exposure to 
toxins. A good source for in-
formation is the Environmen-
tal Working Group — www.
ewg.org. Next month we will 
discuss symptoms of toxin 
exposure, avoidance of toxins 
and detoxification.  

Dr. Steinmetz is a board- 
certified family medical 

doctor based in Alexandria 
who uses conventional and 

integrative practices. She 
welcomes reader questions 

at info@caringdoc.com.

ALEXANDRIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

2 6 T H  A N N U A L 
P U B L I C  S A F E T Y 
VA LO R  A W A R D S

APRIL 26, 11:30 A.M - 1:00 P.M.
CROWNE PLAZA, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

901 N. FAIRFAX STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

Attend the event to honor the men 
and women of the three public safety 
departments that keep us safe every 
day of the year. Please visit http://www.
alexchamber.com for more information.

By Marie 
Steinmetz, M.D.

Toxin trouble  The third article in a series on the root problems of most chronic illnesses. The previous articles discussed oxidative stress and 
inflammation. This month focuses on toxins in our environment and their effect on our health.

loNg live yoU

Washington, DC and the surrounding areas offer many exciting 
activities for any family and when better to plan a trip to the 

Nation’s Capital than for your next reunion? 
Bring your family here and let us show you how memorable 

hospitality and history can be.

PLANNING A FAMILY REUNION?PLANNING A FAMILY REUNION?
Let our professional sales team help

2460 Eisenhower Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 960-3400
www.holidayinnalexandria.com

BOOK TODAY!
Call Tracie (703) 740-4217

At Hoffman Town Center
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Solar Energy Installations and other Energy Efficient Products.
Invest now in solar panels to reduce your energy costs for a lifetime of savings.

For a no cost site evaluation & professional cost proposal, contact 
Russ Seward at 703.378.2471 or 703.927.7338 (cell)

www.aecsolar.net • russ@aecsolar.net

King Kreations LLC
Concrete, Brick, Stone, 
Ep-HenryBelgard, Patios, Walkways, 
Driveways, Walls (Decorative & 
Retaining), Chimneys, Repairs 
All New Installations Guaranteed 
6 Years; Repairs 3 Years!!
20+ Years Expertise. Fully Licensed & Insured
We accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover

Contractors License# 
2705144443

FREE ESTIMATES: Call 703.883.7123 or 540.847.KING (5464)

A company 
you can 

truly trust!

Carlos F. Painting, Inc.

Carlos Fuentes   References & Guaranteed
571.233.7667 • www.carlosfpainting.com

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• All Carpentry Work
• Water Damage

SpeCial 
priCeS 
for Empty 
Houses

To advertise 
your 

business or 
service 

at 
competitive 

prices, 
contact 
Patrice 

Culligan 
at 

pculligan
@alextimes.

com.

advertising
Works!

BUsiNess DireCtory
Home ServiCeS

mediCal

inveSTmenT ServiCeS

CAN’T FEEL THE HEAT?

ExteriorMedics.com  -  1.703.942.6553

Special Offer:
Buy 5 Windows

Get 1 Free!
Offer Expires 

2/29/12

VA Class A Lic. #2705 121264A/MD Lic # 127518

CAN’T FEEL THE HEAT? Special Offer:
Buy 5 WindowsBuy 5 Windows

Offer Expires Offer Expires 

Special Offer:Special Offer:

Angela’s 
Cleaning Services

ExtrEmE
Carpet Cleaning

Book and Pay online!

licensed, Bonded & insured

571.501.6895 • 703.543.5554
angelascleaningservices.com 571.501.6895 • 571.501.2100

extremecleancarpet@gmail.com

House
Townhouse
Apartment

Entire
Apartment*

Entire
Townhouse*

Common Areas Only*

$2 Each Stair

Entire
House*

Weekly   Bi-Weekly   Monthly

$79      $99       $149

ClEaning
SpECialS

$69      $89       $119 $89 $149 $189
$49      $59       $69

Home Improvements and Remodeling

Custom Carpentry, 
Book Cases,Painting, 

Drywall, Storage Sheds

Doors, Molding, 
Mantles, Rail, Kitchen 

& Bath remodeling

Call Terry at 571.239.4464

TWD Carpentry

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chesapeake - Potomac 
Window Cleaning

           • Working owners   
              assure quality
• Careful workmanship

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Residential service a specialty
• Serving local area for 30 years

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chevy Chase
Floor Waxing Service

    

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Careful workmanship

• Serving local area for 30 years

• Old fashioned paste wax method
• Working owners assure quality

• Residential service a specialty

www.CaringDoc.com • 703.671.2700 • info@CaringDoc.com

We are experts at whole body / mind approach to optimal 
wellness and healing including the scientific use of 

acupuncture, nutrition, vitamins, supplements and herbs.

Holistic 
Family 

Medicine

Serving Northern Virginia • www.FicadentiTandon.com 
571.344.2228 • frank.ficadenti@ftaminc.com

Retirement Investing Services

Registered Investment Advisor

Lawn Ranger Landscaping
Mowing • Edging • Trimming • Mulching

Weeding • Aerating • Seeding • Fertilizing
Yard Cleaning • Hedge Trimming

Licensed, honest & reliable. References available upon request.

For free, friendly estimates
Call 571-235-3169

Patrick’s
Painting & Pressure Washing

Locally Owned & Operated

Licensed & Insured

Honest • Skilled • Professional

703.862.7873 • www.PatrickSPainting.com

$100 OFF 10% OFF
wash, clean & Stain

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
On exterior home, deck & fencing; must 

buy all 3. with coupon. Exp. 3/20/12

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
Up to 2000 sq. ft. ;  larger homes 

may vary. with coupon. Exp. 3/20/12

whole House Painting

C&J Custom Carpentry
In a class of it’s own

Also Offering Expert Installation of: Flooring, Windows & Doors

All Work 
Guaranteed

Class A Licensed 
& Insured

All types of home improvements
Upgrades/repairs/restorations - no job too small

Specializing in deckS • arborS • gazeboS
fencing • kitchenS • bathS • baSementS

703.400.8184 • www.cjcuStomcarpentry.net
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Classifieds

acrOSS
1 Further shorten, as a 
  piece of wood
6 “___ La Douce”
10 Help in a swindle
14 Chalcedony marble
19 Met event
20 Dueler with Hamilton
21 Unnerve
22 Lox repository
23 ESP
25 Alternative to coach
27 Stop being apathetic
28 “___ the ramparts ...”
29 Create a stir
31 Scot’s language
32 Small parrots
35 Washington bill

36 ___ Bator
38 Nail-biting margin of victory
41 Supported in a way, as a 
  railing
44 U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
  commerce pact
48 Political sign word
50 “Nope” opposite
51 French kings
53 “Arm” or “pant” attachment?
54 Glen Campbell title city
57 Gentle breeze
61 Overwhelm with noise
63 In addition
64 Gets out of Dodge
66 Mystery board game
67 “___ world’s a stage” 
  (Shakespeare)

68 Person regarded as 
  eccentric or mad
71 Ham-and-___ (average Joe)
74 HBO’s “Real Time” moderator
75 New England catches
77 Interrogatory questioning
80 Treats, as a sprain
81 Of the ear
83 Unit of parsley or thyme
84 Female voice
86 Humidor cheapie
88 Alternative to butter
90 Dispatch
91 Blazed trails
94 Most on the mark
95 Declare without proof
97 Kind of time or suit
99 PC linking system

100 Covenant
102 Ambulance letters
104 An official language of Sri 
  Lanka
105 Provide, as with some 
  quality
107 Appreciation of art and 
  beauty
113 Joint connected to the thigh 
  bone
114 Coal carrier
116 Expression of surprise
117 Deceitful plan
119 “___ to leap tall buildings in 
  a single bound”
122 Spend extravagantly
125 Animal in a wool coat
126 “Furthermore ...”
129 Home plate
131 Like some Adventists
135 Solitary elephant
136 Periods immediately before 
  big days
137 Stage accessory
138 Christopher who played 
  Superman
139 More than big
140 100-yard event
141 Deviates from the course, 
  nautically
142 Business proprietor
DOWN
1 Civil rights pioneer Parks
2 Cast-of-thousands movie
3 Canonical hour
4 Some Sotheby’s offerings
5 Exultant yell
6 Gibraltar’s peninsula
7 Scoreboard entry, in baseball
8 “___ Doubtfire” (Robin 
  Williams comedy)
9 Length times width
10 Person related by marriage
11 Goader
12 Biblical book or prophet
13 Protective covering used by 
  Roman troops
14 “Wipeout” network
15 Soft, blue-gray mineral
16 Petri dish gelatin
17 “Dick Tracy” gal
18 “All ___ being equal ...”
24 Romanian’s neighbor
26 ___ Aviv
30 Caught on
32 Walesa of Polish politics

33 British cathedral city
34 Canal that leads to the 
  Red Sea
37 Saint who founded 
  Scholasticism
38 Politico Gingrich
39 Miscellaneous mixture
40 Part of a boxing match
42 A freelancer may work on it
43 “To ___ is human”
45 Secret sympathizers
46 Little laugh
47 “Lou Grant” actor and family
49 Pinball violation
52 Actress Lupino
55 Ambassador’s asset
56 Asian nurses
58 Person to whom a promise 
  is made
59 Enormous
60 Safecracking burglars
62 French novelist ___-Rene 
  Lesage
65 Hop, ___ and jump
69 Grammarian’s topic
70 “Captain Blood” star Flynn
72 Winged god of love
73 Act like bug spray
75 Fairy-tale dwelling
76 Bested at the track
78 Pickler’s herb
79 Coastal bird of prey
82 Sylvester, famously

85 Mine entrance
87 Zeta-theta go-between
89 Arched molding
92 Toledo’s waterfront
93 Remove from print
95 Tried the tripe
96 CPR givers
98 Libation with sushi
101 Light folding cot
103 Command for an attack dog 
  or lawyer
106 Ultrasound focus, often
108 Drunkards
109 Separate the wheat from the 
  chaff
110 Glutton
111 Aviary noises
112 Fastened with stitches
115 Volcano output
118 Paris tube
119 ‘60s hairstyle
120 ___ tube (slang for TV)
121 Winter Olympics vehicle
123 More volcano output
124 See in the distance
126 Arabian Peninsula port
127 Basilica section
128 Batik worker
130 Golf ball supporter
132 Significant period of time
133 “I do” is one
134 Hack down

Weekly Words

last Week’s solution:

To post a 

Classified ad, 

email 

Pat Booth at: 

pbooth@alextimes.com
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 Alexandria’s Pet of the week 
is sponsored by Diann Hicks.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

www.diannhicks.com

Love is in the air and these two lovely Orange Tabbies are 
looking for someone to share it with!

Meet Roger and Rabbit, these extremely handsome 
gentlemen are 2 year old neutered males who are very 

bonded to each other. They are fun loving, life loving cats 
and have quickly become staff favorites! They are super laid 

back and have been great with kids, dogs and other cats!

For the Month of February we want to spread the 
love around and are waiving our adoption fees 

on bonded pairs of cats!

For more information about Roger and Rabbit or 
any of our winter adoption promotions please 

contact the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria 
at 703-746-4774 or visit us on the web at: 

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
 Thank you.
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ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Monkey Business ~
No fooling, our little fellow “Monkey” is a wonderfully silly 
guy.  At once playful and affectionate, Monkey is happily 

independent during the day.  Towards evenings, he’s ready 
to curl up in your lap for some serious together-time.

Relentlessly entertaining, as his photo shows, Monkey is 
sure to add spice and joy to your life.  He is dedicated to the 
proposition that pets are for people to love and enjoy.  He is 

hoping for a human to share his philosophy.

At 6 years of age, he is mellow and sweet, and ready 
to go home.

For more information about “Monkey” please call the 
Shelter at 703-746-4774.  To make an online donation 

for the homeless pets of Alexandria, please visit 
us at www.alexandriaanimals.org. Thank you.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Notice of Dissolution and
 Request for Claims

Educational Research Service, Inc.
Educational Research Service, 
Inc., a Virginia nonstock corpora-
tion with its principal office in the 
City of Alexandria, Virginia, here-
by provides notice of its dissolu-
tion and requests that any persons 
with claims against the dissolved 
corporation submit such in writ-
ing, including adequate documen-
tation to support said claim, to the 
corporation at the following ad-
dress:  Educational Research Ser-
vice, Inc., c/o Stephens Law Firm, 
PLLC, 1800 Old Meadow Road, 
Suite 119, McLean, VA 22102-
1809.  Any claim against the dis-
solved corporation will be barred 
unless a proceeding to enforce the 
claim is commenced prior to the 
earlier of any applicable statute of 
limitations or three years after the 
date of publication of this Notice.

Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review
Parker-Gray District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the Alex-
andria Board of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 2012 beginning 
at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexan-
dria, Virginia on the following applications:

CASE BAR2012-00048
Request for alterations at 215 N Payne St, 
zoned CRMU/M Commercial Residential 
Mixed Use (Medium)
APPLICANT: Chec Soda by Debbie Curtis

CASE BAR2011-0282
Request for construction of 27 townhouses, 4 
triplexes, and a park in Phase V of the James 
Bland Redevelopment Project at     1000 First 
St and 998 N Alfred St, zoned CDD#16 Co-
ordinated Development District #16
APPLICANT:  Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority and GBP Associ-
ates, LLC c/o EYA by Kenneth Wire (Mc-
Guire Woods)

CASE BAR2012-00023
Request for construction of 39 townhouses 
and 4 triplexes in Phase III of the James 
Bland Redevelopment Project at 918 N 
Columbus St, zoned CDD#16 Coordinated 
Development District #16
APPLICANT:  Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority and GBP Associ-
ates, LLC c/o EYA by Kenneth Wire (Mc-
Guire Woods)

Information about the above item(s) may 
be obtained from the Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666
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School officials take up 
neighborhood concerns

By Derrick PerkiNS 

 Apologetic school offi-
cials took heat from neigh-
bors of the Jefferson-Hous-
ton elementary and middle 
school at the first of several 
planned public forums on 
what to do with the aging 
building. 
 Beneath the faded ul-
traviolet lights and stained 
ceiling tiles of the school’s 
auditorium, residents blasted 
the School Board and Su-
perintendent Morton Sher-
man for moving too quickly 
with plans to partner with a 
developer on a new build-
ing. Neighbors in the Park-
er-Gray neighborhood have 
agitated against the proposal 
throughout the summer and 
didn’t let officials off easy 
Monday night.

 “If you sense that there is 
a lot of heat here, it’s because 
we neighbors didn’t know 
what ya’ll were up to and 
what we saw and heard was a 
colorful brochure … and that 
was very nice, but it looked 
as though something had 
already been decided,” said 
neighbor and music teacher 
Kathleen Baker. “Now you’re 
on a good path — this is a 
good start — but you must 
understand for those of us 
that have been without infor-
mation … it’s going to take 
us a little time.”
 In June, school and city 
officials discussed funding 
new construction by turning 
a portion of city-owned land 
over to developers, spark-
ing outcry from nearby resi-
dents. On Monday Sherman 
accepted accusations that 
officials overstepped their 
bounds.
 “We probably jumped too 

quickly to a conversation 
about how to pay for that 
school,” he said. “If that was 
a judgment in error on our 
part, I apologize.”
 Sherman has said the 
public-private partnership 
would allow the school to be 
built with no cost to taxpay-
ers. Neighbors worry that the 
plan, which could include 
developer-owned commer-
cial space, would eat up park 
space and increase traffic 
congestion. 
 Admissions of regret did 
little to mollify the nearly 
200 people in attendance. 
Residents Paul Will and Kev-
in Gray criticized officials 
for not providing enough in-
formation about their ideas 
ahead of time. Will called the 
lack of facts unacceptable. 
Gray labeled the meeting a 
“sales pitch.”
 “You could have been at 

Photo/Derrick Perkins

About 200 people gathered Monday night at Jefferson-Houston to discuss what to do with the dilapi-
dated school. 

Feeling slighted, neighbors 
prod public-private school plan

SEE School PlaN | 8

Our recent experience advertising 

with the Alexandria Times has 

been spectacular.  Their responsive 

and talented staff put together our 

advertisements in no time, and with 

a great degree of flexibility.  We were 

even able to update our advertisement 

two days before the paper went 

out.  For businesses seeking quality 

representation, we highly recommend 

the Alexandria Times.  
- Caffi Contracting

703.739.0001

What 
can 
the 
times 
do 
for  

you?

1313 Powhatan Street 
Alexandria, Virginia, 22314

Tel: 703.836.6775 
Fax: 703.836.2270



32 | March 15, 2012 aLEXaNDrIa TIMES


