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Measures come after 
eight arrests of city 
employees last year

By Derrick Perkins 

 Alexandria’s top officials 
detailed new initiatives last 
week meant to curtail em-
ployee malfeasance — City 

Hall’s response to a spate 
of criminal charges brought 
against public workers last 
year. 
 Tackling one of Alex-
andria’s high-profile prob-
lems in recent years, City 
Manager Rashad Young put 
together an ethics commit-
tee — comprised of a cross 

section of public employees 
— after stepping into the job 
in December. The stronger 
ethics regulations, which in-
clude employee training and 
a whistleblower protection 
policy, came at their behest, 
he said. 
 “I think it’s important 
for the entire employee set,” 

Young said. “There isn’t any 
foolproof way you can pre-
vent lapses in all organiza-
tions, particularly when you 
have 2,500 employees scat-
tered across the city. We 
need an environment that 
encourages our employ-

rights to coveted Wales 
Alley debated in Virginia 
Supreme Court 

By Derrick Perkins 

 Years of litigation pitting 
City Hall and restaurant Virtue 
Feed and Grain against the Old 
Dominion Boat Club came to a 
head April 18, leaving control 
of Wales Alley in the Virginia 
Supreme Court’s hands. 
 The question before the 
commonwealth’s justices is 
whether the boat club’s right to 

use the alleyway en route to a 
waterfront parking lot and boat 
launch disappeared when the 
city began maintaining it four 
decades ago. 
 And it’s not the first time 
ODBC leaders headed to court 
to protect their claim on the al-
ley. The stage for the legal fight 
was set in 1972, when the boat 
club sued Dockside Sales — 
now Virtue’s building — for 
fencing in the passageway. The 
ODBC successfully argued the 

SEE ethics | 6

SEE Alley | 12

Alley fight

City manager launches ethics initiative

Join the Jury in little theAtre’s ‘Witness for the Prosecution’ - 16
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City Hall gave Virtue Feed and Grain permission to use Wales Alley for 
outdoor dining, but the Old Dominion Boat Club says the city doesn’t 
have that right.
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Does Money talk? The Virginia Public Access Project released first-quarter campaign fi-
nance data for city council and mayoral candidates last week. With the Democratic primary 
scheduled for June 12, only time will tell if money raised means votes earned for the 14 candi-
dates running for six spots on the November ballot.

The Money Machine (All data as of March 31)

Source: Virginia Public Access Project

*Incumbents have funds from previous campaigns.

$1,175 / $5,977

$6,206 / $15,811

Sean Holihan
Tim Lovain

Justin Wilson 
Allison Silberberg

John Chapman
Melissa Feld

Donna Fossum
Del Pepper*

Arthur Peabody
Paul Smedberg*

Michael Hepburn
Boyd Walker

Sammie Moshenberg
Victoria Menjivar

$6,874 / $9,588

$3,019 / $8,959

$2,697 / $7,804

$610 / $2,686

$14,249 / $23,418

$0 / $550

$100 / $662

$2,701 / $7,500

$610 / $2,029

$15,414 / $21,202

$6,180 / $7,796

Money Raised

Cash on Hand

$20,516              $37,906
Democratic City Council Candidates

$7,019 / $14,869
$500 / $549

Frank Fannon* (R)
Alicia Hughes (I)

Other City Council Candidates

$6,945 / $14,713
$100 / $190

Bill Euille* (D)
Andrew Macdonald (I)

Mayoral Candidates
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Revolutionize your 
real estate career with

Prudential PenFed Realty
Old Town Alexandria

The key to your 

SucceSS

703-836-1464 • Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker • 300 N. Washington St. • Suite 100 • Alexandria,  22314
Independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

• Marketing and Support Staff: Working hard for you!

• Great Commission Plans

• Multiple Revenue Streams

• Agent Incentives Based on Income, not profit

• Client Member Discounts with 
 PenFed Credit Union

• Career Coaching

We Will Revolutionize Real Estate Together
IntEREStED In A REAl EStAtE CAREER? CAll MAxInE!
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the Weekly BriefinG

courteSy photo
Tyrone Lewis

 Tyrone Lewis, one of 
three men charged with the 
murder of community ac-
tivist Lenny Harris, played 
a role in two unrelated slay-
ings, Maryland authorities 
announced Monday. 
 Prince George’s County 
police charged Lewis, 26, 
for the 2005 shooting death 
of Edmund Akofio-Sowah, 
a Maryland taxi cab driver, 
and the 2011 murder of Jus-
tin Antonio Isaacs. Another 
man, Kelvin Delonte Walk-
er Jr., also faces charges in 
Isaacs’ slaying, police said. 
 Lewis, in a Fairfax 

County jail on unrelated 
charges, was implicated in 
the abduction, robbery and 
murder of Harris last year. 
The 53-year-old advocate 
went missing in September. 
Authorities recovered his 
body from the bottom of a 
Fort Washington well ear-
lier this year. 
 Two other men charged 
with Harris’ murder, Lin-
wood Johnson and Ivan 
Newman, are expected to 
go to trial in mid-Septem-
ber.

- Derrick Perkins

Alleged killer in lenny Harris case charged with two 
other murders

 

Keep your identity safe.
Shred your personal documents for free.

Sat., April 28
9am - 1pm

4875 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria, VA

 

Federally Insured
by NCUA

Keep your identity safe.

Public Shred Day

 (855) GO COFCU  Open an account
online at cofcu.org.

Light refreshments, plus prizes and giveaways!

courteSy photo

In transItIon: Community Lodgings held its 25th anniversary gala last week at Union Street 
Public House. The fundraiser netted nearly $40,000 for the transitional and low-income housing 
shelter. Board Chairman Chris McMurray and Executive Director Bonnie Baxley presented the first 
annual Christopher M. McMurray Outstanding Program Achievement Award to former resident Har-
riet Owusu, who graduated from the program with a solid job and enough savings for an apartment 
with her two children. From left are McMurray, Baxley, Owusu, her mentor Besu Feleke, U.S. Rep. 
Jim Moran (D-8) and Mayor Bill Euille. alextimes.comal
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criMe Police BeAt

Damiani & Damiani, pc
attorneys and counselors at law
604 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.548.1800
Fax: 703.548.1831
Email: david@damianilaw.com

Since 1997, Damiani & Damiani, P.C. has concentrated on providing 
its clients with excellent legal representation. The attorneys strive 
to be accessible and exceed their clients’ expectations. Our offices 
are conveniently located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. We are 
dedicated to helping clients with their legal matters regarding:

• Personal Injury Cases  •  Commercial Transactions
• All Aspects of Automobile and Moving Vehicle Accidents
• Civil Litigation  •  Traffic/DUI Cases

www.damianilawyers.com
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AssAults

21 thefts

RobbeRy

AssAult 
with A 
DeADly 
weApon 

Vehicle
thefts

bReAking & 
enteRings

DRug cRimes

The following incidents occurred between April 18 and April 25.

Source: crimereports.com

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. 
The Alexandria Police Department is not required to supply the public at-large 
with detailed information on criminal cases.

robbing peter and 
paul 
 Two churchgoers destroyed a 
300 block Duke St. house of wor-
ship’s donation box while raiding 
the container for money April 17, 
Alexandria police say. 
 A witness caught the duo, an 
unidentified man and woman and 
members of the church, breaking 
the alms box, said Ashley Hildeb-
randt, department spokeswoman. 
The theft was reported at 5:37 
p.m., though authorities don’t 
know when the pair struck. 
 It’s not known how much, if 
any, cash was inside the box, Hil-
debrandt said. 
 Police have not made any ar-
rests yet, though the incident re-
mains under investigation. 

BB gun vandals 
strike North Alfred 
Street home
 Alexandria police believe the 
three holes a 600 block N. Al-
fred St. homeowner discovered in 
the back bedroom window of her 
residence earlier this month were 
caused by a BB gun. 
 Authorities can’t say for sure 
when the vandals struck. The 
homeowner called in the incident 
at 6:07 p.m. April 19 but told po-
lice she doesn’t regularly enter 
the room. It could have happened 
as far back as early March, said  
department spokeswoman Ashley 
Hildebrandt. 
 Police do not know of any wit-
nesses or have any descriptions 
of the suspects. No nearby homes 
were damaged in a similar manner 
in recent weeks, Hildebrandt said. 

Out of sight, out 
of mind
 A West End shopper realized 
her wallet was stolen after check-
ing out at a 1700 block Duke St. su-
permarket April 16, city police say. 
 The woman told police she left 
her bag, which contained the wal-
let, in her grocery cart while she 
temporarily moved out of eyeshot. 
She reported the theft after realiz-
ing the wallet’s absence at 11 p.m.
 No surveillance footage of the 
incident exists, and authorities 
have no known witnesses to the 
incident. The theft remains under 
investigation.

Vehicle damaged 
in auto theft attempt
 A 500 block Four Mile Run 
Road resident awoke April 16 to 
find one or more thieves damaged 
her vehicle in an apparent failed 
auto theft attempt. 
 The would-be thieves pried the 
driver’s side door window down 
to gain entry, Alexandria police 
said, and “severely” damaged the 
ignition switch. They do not know 
what stopped the suspects from 
making off with the vehicle, said 
Ashley Hildebrandt, department 
spokeswoman. 
 The victim reported the dam-
ages at 10:30 a.m. Police believe 
the thieves struck overnight. They 
did not release a cost estimate of 
the damages or the vehicle’s make 
and model.
 Authorities have not made any 
arrests and do not have descrip-
tions of the suspects.

- Derrick Perkins

1sexuAl
offense



WWW.AlEXTiMES.COM    April 26, 2012 | 5 

www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org  •  703.836.1021

Repairing one home won’t change the world but surely 

THE WORLD WILL CHANGE 
FOR THAT ONE HOMEOWNER.

$5.5 Million

MANY 
THANKS
to this year’s 
key sponsors

and Counting!
Since 1986, Rebuilding Together 
Alexandria and our exceptional 
volunteers have provided $5.579M worth 
of in-kind contributions to Alexandria 
homeowners and non-profi t agencies serving 
those in need. Look for our volunteers 
(and signs) across the City this weekend! 
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ees to be vigilant and tell us 
if they notice something.”
 The steady stream of ar-
rests — eight in all — drew 
headlines and scrutiny 
throughout 2011. The various 
charges included embezzle-
ment of taxpayer dollars, 
forgery and drunk driving.
 Officials re-examined 
some policies, like hiring 
practices and money-han-
dling procedures, immediate-
ly after the arrests. Young’s 

effort, for which he’s budget-
ed $25,000, is meant to foster 
a sense of ownership among 
employees for each other’s 
ethical behavior. 
 Along with protecting em-
ployees who report unethical 
behavior, officials set up an 
anonymous whistleblower 
hotline directed to a third par-
ty. Young also instituted an 
internal audit group, an email 
box for ethical questions and 
comments, mandatory train-
ing, and retraining.  
 “We want to create a place 
where people can be comfort-

able [reporting violations] to 
us, which makes it easier for 
us to address these issues,” 
Young said. 
 When ethical lapses be-
gin to pop up, particularly 
if they’re unrelated as they 
were in Alexandria, it’s often 
the organization’s culture at 
fault, said John Chamberlin, a 
professor at the University of 
Michigan Ann Arbor’s Gerald 
R. Ford School of Public Pol-
icy. It doesn’t matter whether 
the organization is public or 
private.  
 “It is everybody’s job to 

keep city hall paying atten-
tion to these things and doing 
the right thing,” Chamberlin 
said. “It’s not just one person, 
it’s everybody’s responsibil-
ity. There needs to be some 

sort of reinforcement of that 
once a year and some recog-
nition of the people who go 
the extra mile and do the right 
thing.”
 Chamberlin holds up orga-
nizations like Penn State and 
the Catholic church as ex-
amples. By and large they’re 
comprised of good people, 
he said, but their institution-
al failings allowed a few to 
make bad choices. For public 
sector employees, the conse-
quences of ethical lapses are 
felt more widespread than 
perhaps private organiza-
tions.
 “I think people who work 
for government ought to feel 
a sense of responsibility to 
the community, and when 
they let the citizens down, 
it makes it harder for every-
body else in the city govern-
ment to do their job well,” 
Chamberlin said. “There are 
always controversies going 
on in cities, and when some-
body misbehaves that usu-
ally enables somebody else to 
make political hay.”
 Beyond making headlines 
and providing fodder for po-
litical campaigns, unethical 
public sector behavior also 
builds a level of distrust 
within the community. When 
voters think local government 
is working for itself and not 
them, he said, City Hall has a 
problem. 
 Young said city staff will 
continue to study and tweak 
the various programs aimed 
at stemming employee mal-
feasance. Department heads 
already underwent the ethics 
training, which touched on 
a broad range of scenarios 
where poor decisions can 
lead to unethical behavior.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

New Listing                Old Town

~ 733 South Pitt Street ~
Fabulous New Kitchen, Two Bedrooms,  

Two Full Baths, $659,000

~ Open House on Sunday ~
38°54´57˝N

77°2´31˝W

A leading program for over 20 years, the George 
Washington University School of Business Master of 
Science in Information Systems Technology is one of 
the few to award the CIO University Certificate. This is 
the Intersection of Business and 
Society, where the MSIST will 
get you ahead in as little as 15 
months. Go to business.gwu.edu. 
Accepting applications now  
for Fall 2012.

SPECIALIZED MASTERS: Accountancy • Finance 
Project Management • Information Systems Technology 
Executive MSIST • Tourism Administration

MASTER OF INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY

City Hall responds to arrests
ethics FROM | 1

i think people who work for 
government ought to feel a 
sense of responsibility to the 

community, and when they let the 
citizens down, it makes it harder for 
everybody else in the city government 
to do their job well.

- John chamberlin, Professor at the 
university of Michigan Ann Arbor
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Slave manifest from a 
ship leaving Alexandria 
port on display 
at Smithsonian

By Derrick Perkins

 Nearly 180 years after 
the Lafayette departed Al-
exandria with 83 enslaved 
souls aboard, the schooner’s 
manifest — documenting 
their names, ages, height 
and complexion — is on 
display at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Ameri-
can History. 
 For Bill Yeingst, proj-
ect director for the Ameri-
can Stories exhibition at 
the NMAH, the manifest is 
noteworthy for its detailed 
description of the slaves.  
 “This information, espe-
cially the individual names, 
is what makes this docu-
ment so rare,” Yeingst said. 
“Many ship manifests sim-
ply list people in groups: 

how many men, women and 
children, etc. This document 
records the individual hu-
manity of these people who 
were being sold to a difficult 
life in the cotton fields of 
Mississippi and Louisiana.”
 As far as the Smithson-
ian’s researchers can deter-
mine, the slaves came from 
the Chesapeake region and 
were shipped and sold by 
one of Alexandria’s most 
notorious traders, Franklin 
and Armfield. The human 
traffickers — with offices 
on Duke Street — became a 
prominent fixture of the do-
mestic slave trade, cement-
ing Alexandria’s infamous 
antebellum reputation along 
the way.  
 Yeingst designed the ex-
hibit to introduce and im-
merse visitors in American 
history through stories, par-
ticularly through tales told 
by artifacts like the mani-
fest. It’s an approach to the 

past that Louis Hicks, of 
the Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum, also follows, 
albeit with a much smaller 
budget. 
 Objects from the period, 
particularly those related 
to slave life, aren’t easy to 
come by, he said. Their rar-
ity is because of the lack of 
historical worth contempo-
raries put on the artifacts 
and in part to the shame as-
sociated with the institution 
of slavery. Others end up in 
the hands of private collec-
tors who understand their 
value.
 “They’re difficult to 
come by,” Hicks said. “By 
the fact that they were not 
necessarily considered im-
portant and in some cases 
also the possibility that 
people were embarrassed by 
them and by their being un-
covered. Or they’re not even 
aware of what they had.”
 Hicks’ museum has a 

slave’s bill of sale as well as 
an engraving of a slave ship, 
which captures the human 
cargo getting loaded onto the 
vessel. By and large, every-
day artifacts like Lafayette’s 
manifest weren’t things 
saved for future generations, 
said Lance Mallamo, office 
of historic Alexandria direc-
tor. 
 “They’re tough to find, 
because normally these were 
not items that were saved for 
posterity,” Mallamo said. 
“It’s an interesting aspect of 
social history: the great man 
view of history prevailed. 
Things were retained from 
men of military or politi-
cal might or who were quite 
wealthy. People didn’t tend 
to save things of ordinary 
citizens much less slaves.”
 But the belongings of 
everyday people and slaves 
possess the power to do 

Rare artifact recalls horrors of slavery

SEE slAvery | 11

courteSy photo/SmithSonian’S 
national muSeum of american hiStory

A manifest from the Lafayette, a 
ship leaving Alexandria with human 
cargo sold by local slavetraders, is 
on display at the Smithsonian. 

6114 redwood lane, alexandria 22310

Coming soon  
in AlexAndriA!

v licensed in va, md, and d.c. 
v nvar top producer—2009, 2010, 2011

Phil Cefaratti, MBAPhil Cefaratti, MBA
Quality. Not Quantity.Quality. Not Quantity.
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old town office
121 north pitt street
alexandria, va 22314

703-371-7601703-371-7601
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School board candidate Graf emphasizes communication 
‘You can’t just make a 
change to a program 
without informing the 
community’ 

By Derrick Perkins

 Tweaks to Mount Vernon 
Community School’s popu-
lar intersession program pro-
pelled Del Ray resident Karen 
Graf to run for the Alexandria 
School Board.
 Change is good, the moth-
er of three said, but the time 
eventually comes when new 
programs and initiatives need 
re-examination. After years 
of turmoil, Alexandria City 

Public Schools could use a 
review session, Graf said. 
 “I don’t have an opposi-
tion to change; I have a little 
objection about how change 
is executed,” she said. “We’re 
in crisis and we’re putting out 
fires, but have you ever seen a 
fire company approach a fire? 
They don’t just run in with a 
hose.”
 When the district moved 
to pool money for what offi-
cials rebranded as “extended 
learning” opportunities, they 
curtailed the length of Mount 
Vernon’s intersession pro-
gram. The program was later 
restored, but with the caveat 

intersession remains 
budget neutral. Par-
ents would have to 
come up with the 
cost for the differ-
ence. 
 “I felt Mount 
Vernon should have 
a chance to analyze 
the changes made to 
the extended learn-
ing program,” Graf 
said. “We weren’t 
getting that oppor-
tunity. We had to say 
we wanted interses-
sion or something 
else. You can’t just 
make a change to a 
program without informing 
the community.”
 The eight-year city resi-
dent, who would represent 

District A, cites periodical 
analysis of district initiatives 
as a major tenet of her cam-

paign. The other is 
boosting ACPS’ lit-
eracy efforts, she 
said. 
     Graf, who has a 
background in tech-
nical writing, also 
believes her pres-
ence on the board 
will bolster the 
district’s commu-
nication with staff, 
parents and the 
community. Two of 
Graf’s children at-
tend classes within 
the district. 
  School board 
Chairwoman Sheryl 

Gorsuch, Vice Chairwoman 
Helen Morris and member 
Mimi Carter represent Dis-
trict A. 

courteSy photo

Karen Graf
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Dear Hobie and Monk,

 What do you say when 
your 14-year-old daughter 
wants to invite boys over? 

- Unsure

Monk: Unless you already 
have a reason to say otherwise, 
you say, “Sure!” But then you 
need to set some ground rules 
and to be clear about the con-
sequences if they’re broken. 
Give special consideration 
to the basement area (if you 
have one) and to your policy 
on doors (open or shut). Are 
you OK with her having boys 
over when you’re not home? 
Is it important you know or 
have met the kids she’s invit-
ing over? 
 It makes sense to have a 
conversation about why you 
care about these limits. (“Awk-
ward.”) Better to just lay it all 

out there: your decision to trust 
her, your thoughts on what can 
and cannot happen with boys 
at the house, and — if you 
have them — stories, perhaps 
edited and abridged, from your 
teenage days. Then make it 
very clear to her that you will 
be checking up.

Hobie: Rock solid advice, 
Monk. Too often it’s tempting 
to give really specific parent-
ing advice (based of course 
on what we would do) when 
in fact it’s most important for 
parents to give some thought 
to the question, then clearly 
communicate your limits to 
your kid and hold firm. We 
all have different ideas about 
what’s appropriate in terms of 
house rules, and we all have 
kids who have or haven’t 
given us pause to worry about 
particular scenarios.
 So as Monk suggests, first 

ask yourself the big ques-
tions to set parameters in your 
head, and then lay it all out for 
your daughter. You may let 
her have a co-ed party in the 

basement, whereas I maintain 
a rule that everyone stays on 
the first floor, only when I’m 
home. They’re different ap-
proaches, but they can both be 

the right calls for our respec-
tive families.

Send your questions to hobie
andmonk@alextimes.com.

Visitation rights

Hobie and Monk are two Alexandria women with husbands, children, dogs, jobs, mortgages, unmet 
New Year’s resolutions, obsessions with impractical shoes, English novels … and Ph.D.s in clinical 
psychology. Their advice, while fabulous, should not be construed as therapeutic within a doctor-
patient context or substituted for the advice of readers’ personal advisors.
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Monk

May 1, 2012, 6PM-8PM
Environmental Toxins & Detox

May 23, 2012, 6PM-8PM
Natural Approaches to 
Cholesterol & Heart Disease

June 14, 2012, 6PM-8PM
Osteoporosis:  Building Better Bones

Holistic 
Medical Doctors
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Shop Around the Corner A special advertising feature 
of the Alexandria times

Higher Level
Barbershop

Adults $15 • Kids $10
(with coupon - no exceptions - up to a 40% Value)

MarcH - May

Razor Line & Black Ice Spray
Available upon request at additional fee

SaLon Service avaiLabLe upon requeSt

3223 Duke st., suite B3, alexandria, Va 22314
571-257-0577 • tuesday 9-7 & saturday 8-4

Come 1, Come AllLove the hat! 
Where’d you

get it?

Thanks!
I made it.

Make your own.

102 N. Fayette St, Alexandria, VA
703.664.0344    www.fibrespace.com

 
instant 

digital 

printing 

too!

Located in the Bradlee Shopping Center
3620 King St, Alexandria, VA | Tel: (703) 998-5888

Your source for fine art and custom framing
(formerly “All Around Art”)

25%
off 1 custom
framing item

20%
off canvas 

printing

50%
off 2 or more 

custom 
framing items

Bring in this ad and receive:

703.894.0709 • LULUSAGESALONANDSPA.COM 
610 MADISON STREET, SUITE 100, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA

First time clients receive 15% OFF Services!

We sell 
J Beverly Hills 
and Kerastase 

products

Lulu Sage is an upscale salon–a comfortable, approachable 
environment for you to relax and be pampered.

Bishop Boutique 
offers a unique selection 
of  shoes, handbags, 

accessories and 
seasonal flair!

Celebrate William & Kate’s 1st Anniversary 
April 29 with 10% OFF LK Bennett - 

the Duchess’ favorite shoe designer.

815B King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
571.312.0042 • www.bishopboutique.com

 National Art and Framing 
preserves memories. The fam-
ily-friendly — and dog-friend-
ly — business is a full-service 
framing company in Alexan-
dria with more than 30 years 
of experience. Patrick Down-
ing, a third-generation custom 
framer, owns the 3620 King 
St. store, formerly known as 
All Around Art.
 As a regular customer of 
National Art and Framing, I 
appreciate the artistic eye of 
store manager Bryan Josa and 
Patrick. They always assist me 

in choosing the perfect matting 
and frame to enhance my art.
 In addition, I love to print 
travel and family photos on a 
large canvas that produces a 
hand-painted effect. National 
Art and Framing gives cus-
tomers a wide variety of op-
tions and media to print their 
photos and artwork, such as on 
canvas up to 40-by-120 inches. 
The process can turn an ordi-
nary photograph into a beau-
tiful piece of art. For simpler 
tasks, it’s also easy to come in 
and print digital pictures off 

one of the store’s Kodak pic-
ture kiosks.
 National Art and Framing 
does archival custom fram-
ing and custom printing too. It 
stocks an entire archival mat 
board line and more than 1,000 
moldings to ensure faster turn-
around than most independent 
framers and big chain stores.
 When it comes to custom 
framing, National Art and 
Framing is the best, which is 
why I use the business exclu-
sively. Whether it’s framing 
and preserving family keep-

sakes or helping local artists 
present their work at gallery 
shows, the company handles 
every customer’s project as if 
it were its own. National Art 
and Framing takes pride in its 
memorabilia framing.
 The shop not only provides 
custom framing, but also sim-
ple day-to-day services like 
glass and mirror replacements, 
rewiring, refitting, hardware 
replacements and mat cuts. 
In addition, many customers 
use National Art and Framing 
to properly package their art-

work for storage or shipping. 
The store sells art, too, ranging 
from original paintings to open 
edition prints.
 At National Art and Fram-
ing, the owner and manager 
are expert custom framers and 
can handle jobs big and small 
— from postage-stamp size up 
to full-size flags. I cannot rec-
ommend its services enough.

 - National Art and 
Framing customer

3620 King St.
703-998-5888

National Art and Framing: picture-perfect

Web Development
Group

strategy   /   design   /   development

www.webdevelopmentgroup.com
info@webdevelopmentgroup.com
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How can we help you 
   go from “Can I?” to “I can.”

3.74%
APR*

Subsequent draws,  
variable rates as low as Prime +  .49%, currently

This variable rate applies to the revolving and  
interest-only options taken after closing and includes  

0.50% in interest rate reductions.* 

This variable rate is for three years for initial draws  
taken at closing under the interest-only or  
revolving-line-of-credit payment option.

2.99%
Special rate of Prime –  .26%, currently

APR*

Home equity line of credit

Whether you’re making home improvements or repairs, or  
paying off higher-rate balances, SunTrust has competitive rates 
designed to help you safely borrow to meet your financial needs.

Stop by a local branch or call 888.504.2323.

*The special rate advance offer is variable, is in effect for the first three years after your account is opened and is applicable only for advances taken under the revolving and interest-only options at or before 
the closing of the loan, and to be disbursed immediately upon expiration of any applicable rescission period, and is valid for applications received between 3/25/12 and 6/30/12 that close no later than 8/15/12. 
Special Rate Advance may not be used to pay-off or pay-down any SunTrust debt. Subsequent advances to the Special Rate Advance(s), as well as any balances remaining upon the expiration of the Special 
Rate, shall accrue interest at the standard rate(s) and margin(s) as described below and in your Equity Line agreement. The 3.74% APR listed above is for lines of $50,000 or more with a combined Loan-To-
Value (CLTV) ratio of 70% or less, and includes a 0.25% interest rate reduction for a qualifying SunTrust deposit relationship and an additional 0.25% interest rate reduction when payments are automatically 
deducted from a SunTrust checking, savings or money market account using SurePay.SM An additional 0.25% interest rate reduction may be obtained with a qualifying first mortgage from SunTrust Mortgage, 
Inc. Maximum discount is 0.75%. These interest rate reductions do not apply to Fixed Rate/Fixed Term advances or during the repayment period, are not available on existing consumer loans or lines, or 
on Physician Loans, Marine/RV, and Education Lending products. Offer and rates for new and refinanced consumer home equity lines, as well as for home equity credit line increases, and are subject to 
change without notice. Not valid for purchase money Access 3 lines or for payment of existing SunTrust obligations. The Prime Rate means the highest per annum “Prime Rate” of interest published by  
The Wall Street Journal in its “Money Rates” listings, which was 3.25% on 3/15/12. The lowest standard Annual Percentage Rate (APR) as of 3/15/12 as indexed to the Prime Rate was 4.24%. For lines 
closed at a SunTrust Bank branch in DC, MD, and Northern VA (cities and counties of Alexandria, Arlington, Fairfax, Falls Church, Loudoun and Prince William), standard APRs could range from Prime + 
.99% (currently 4.24% APR) to Prime + 4.74% (currently 7.99% APR) and are based on your credit line amount, CLTV ratio, and other factors. The rate is variable during the draw period and applies only to 
the revolving and interest-only options (during the repayment period for these options, the rate is fixed based upon the Prime Rate in effect on the last day of your draw period plus a margin of 4.00% with a 
20-year straight amortization). The maximum APR is 18% for properties located in VA, MD and DC. Fixed Rate/Fixed Term options are also available and the APR is indexed to the Prime Rate in effect on the 
day preceding the first day of the billing cycle in which each such advance is taken, plus a margin of 4.00%, which results in an APR of 7.25% APR as of 3/15/12. For each advance taken under the Fixed Rate/
Fixed Term option, there will be a $15 processing fee if and allowed by applicable law. Offer available only for owner-occupied, single-family primary residences. Not valid on condominiums, second homes, 
manufactured homes or cooperatives. SunTrust must be in a valid first- or second-lien position. Exclusions and limitations apply. Property insurance is required, and if applicable, flood insurance will be required. 

SunTrust Bank is an Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. © 2012 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust, Access 3 and Live Solid. Bank Solid. are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.

oBituAries
ConraD s. allMan, of Alex-
andria, April 22, 2012

saraH a. BraDy, formerly of 
Alexandria, April 17, 2012

alBert a. GaUDreaUlt, 
formerly of Alexandria, April 20, 
2012

JosePH HaGan, of Alexandria, 
April 12, 2012

sUMIko HaGan, of Alexandria, 
April 12, 2012

aleXanDer M. HInton (26), 
formerly of Alexandria, April 5, 
2012

Henry H. Horton (86), 
formerly of Alexandria, April 20, 
2012

MICHael s. kaUs (53), 
formerly of Alexandria, April 16, 
2012

WIllIaM s. lyons, of Alexan-
dria, April 17, 2012

MICHael t. Myatt, of Alexan-
dria, April 21, 2012

roBert D. leDForD (59), 
formerly of Alexandria, April 19, 
2012

Helen B. rUCker, of Alexan-
dria, April 17, 2012

Clara V. sIMPson, of Alexan-
dria, April 21, 2012

tHoMas soloMon Jr., of 
Alexandria, April 17, 2012

slAvery FROM | 7

more than the best-written 
history textbook. Mal-
lamo recalls seeing a pair 
of shackles on display not 
long after arriving in Alex-
andria five years ago. The 
physical record of slavery 
touched him emotionally. 
 “I was looking at this 
very simple object of iron, 
but what it symbolized was 
the restraint of freedom 
for individuals and it had 
a huge effect on me,” Mal-
lamo said. “It’s real; this 
isn’t exaggerated …  As 
you become more removed 
from [slavery], you don’t 
really experience the hor-
ror of it. You need those re-
minders to really root you 
in the horror of this experi-
ence.”
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alley was a public way, which 
it had rights to, and must re-
main open. Since then, the 
city’s acted as if the alley was 
public by maintaining and re-
pairing it. 
 In 2010, the planning com-
mission and city council ap-
proved Virtue’s special use 
permit to construct a deck 
on the alley, adjacent to the 
restaurant, for outdoor din-
ing. The deck would obstruct 
a portion of the passageway. 
The ODBC dissented and, 
once again, successfully sued 
in local court to keep the alley 

open for members’ use.  
 City Attorney Jim Banks 
believes the boat club’s ease-
ment on the property evapo-
rated when the alley became 
public. It’s a unique combi-
nation of circumstances not 
clearly defined by state law or 
court precedent, he said. 
 “I think it’s probably best 
to say the specific legal prin-
ciples involved, the com-
bination of legal principles 
involved, is pretty unique,” 
Banks said. “A number of 
discrete principals in the case 
have come up before in circuit 
courts and the state Supreme 
Court on other occasions, but 
… I’m not sure if [this] has 

ever come up in the Supreme 
Court.” 
 The ruling will have state-
wide implications, said Alex 
Johnson, Perre Bowen profes-
sor of law at the University of 
Virginia. Though he’s no ex-
pert on the case, Johnson has 
taught real estate and property 
law since 1980. 
 “The city is proposing a 
couple of very novel legal 
arguments, and if they are 
upheld, it would have the im-
pact of making a new law and 
creating new theories about 
how any public municipal-
ity would go about acquiring 
land and about how the city 
would go about extinguishing 
pre-existing rights,” he said. 
 And while the case has no 
direct bearing on the recently 
approved waterfront redevel-
opment plan, which also is 
mired in litigation, the ODBC 
and city have long negoti-
ated how the club fits into a 
revitalized shoreline. Early it-
erations of the plan called for 
transforming the ODBC park-

ing lot into a public square — 
with the club’s blessing. 
 Discussions with the club 
regarding the coveted parking 
lot and rights to nearby spots 
on The Strand halted about a 
year ago, said Deputy City At-
torney Chris Spera, following 
the city’s appeal of the circuit 
court ruling on Wales Alley. 
The two parties agreed to ta-
ble talks until the high court 
ruled, he said. 
 Asked whether the appeal 
would sour negotiations, Spe-
ra said concerns along those 
lines didn’t factor into the de-
cision. City Hall sought clari-
fication to avoid future confu-

sion, he said. 
 “We need to know what 
the rules are,” Spera said. “It 
was really the potential for 
negative precedent more than 
any potential negative impact 
on the waterfront plan and ne-
gotiations with the boat club 
that necessitated us to appeal 
it.”
 Boat club members either 
did not return phone calls or 
declined to comment on the 
litigation when reached. 
 For Murray Bonitt, who 
teamed up with Cathal and 
Meshelle Armstrong of Res-
taurant Eve fame to open Vir-
tue, it’s a business question, 
not a legal one. Their original 
business plan called for 350 
seats based on a permit for a 
patio, and Virtue is heading 
into its second year without 
the extra tables, customers 
and revenue. 
 “It’s a big undertaking to 
build a big restaurant, and it 
takes a big budget. When 50 
outdoor seats are part of the 
pro forma, to take those away 
is devastating,” Bonitt said. 
“When you take away 50 
seats from what would be one 
of the more popular attrac-
tions of the business, it has a 
severe impact.”
 Bonitt will know whether 
he has the go-ahead to build 
the patio — he spent $50,000 
on deck furniture before legal 
proceedings held up the proj-
ect — in six to eight weeks. 
Though it’s difficult to predict 
how the high court will rule, 
Banks believes it will have 
the last say in the matter.   
 “I would say, chances are 
whichever way the court goes, 
it’s likely to be the final deci-
sion,” Banks said.

Alley FROM | 1

Case is ‘pretty unique’

image/cat vanvliet

The valuable Wales Alley connects The Strand to Union Street.

You Are Invited!
Grand

Opening
Celebration
April 27 - 29

Friday, April 27, 2012
122A South Royal Street, Old Town, Alexandria

Door Prizes and Giveaways from:
Fibi & Clo, Grape + Bean, Language Stars, Lavendar Moon, 

Mint Condition, Stella & Dot, Stroller Strides and More!

11:00 AM
Fashion Show - Hosted by Stylist 

Lauren Rothman
Hair by Salon deZen

Dessert table styled by Petite Social
4:00 PM

Ribbon Cutting by Mayor William Euille
Champagne Reception by Grape + Bean

May 3, 2012 - 6:30 pM to 10:00 pM
U. S. patent & tradeMark office, 
600 dUlany Street, alexandria

Join ACT for a blast from the past – Alexandria 
in the 1960’s – and a look at ACT’s vision for 

our future. So polish your hubcaps, freshen your 
bouffant and tune into some cool Motown tunes 

as you cruise down to the USPTO.

5Th AnnUAl 
GenerATiOnS 

Of GivinG 
GAlA

www.actforalexandria.org

Sponsorships 
and tickets are 
still available:

Call 703-739-7778 
or visit us online at 
www.actgala1960s.

eventbrite.com
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Salon Hair Care, Hair Color, Barbering

Spa Massage & Body, 
Skin Care, Age Management

Beauty Nail Care, Hair Removal,
 Lashes & Brows, Make Up

Also offered Complete Service VIP Rooms, 
Private Bridal/Special Event Studio, Boutique 

Jewelry w/Custom Design, Repair & Sizing Available, 
Concierge Service ... Complimentary Wi-Fi & 

Refreshments

123 North Washington St. Alexandria, VA
circeofalexandria.com • 703-519-8528

Your Boutique Luxury Destination
Come meet the new owners!

Exclusive Alexandria Times Sale

Buy $100, receive $20 back in Store Credit
Buy $200, receive $40 back in Store Credit
Buy $300, receive $60 back in Store Credit

Purchase a Gift Certificate, and receive 20% 
of its value back in store credit

Store credit valid 60 days from time of purchase.  No cash value for store credit.  Offer valid until May 31, 2012.
123 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703)519-8528 • www.circeofalexandria.com

 The Virginia Press Asso-
ciation presented the Alexan-
dria Times with 10 awards at 
the media organization’s an-
nual gathering in Roanoke on 
Saturday. 
 Art Director Cat Van-
Vliet took home the most 
awards, including two first-
place prizes in the education 
and churches and home and 
garden advertising design 
categories. Judges awarded 
her second- and third-place 
prizes in the informational 
graphic category.
 Editor-in-Chief David 
Sachs took home the first-

place prize in the general 
news writing category for his 
“gripping” coverage of the 
Simon Bahta Asfeha murder 
trial, the judges said. Sachs, 
an Alexandria native, shared 
a second-place award for 
feature writing with report-
er Derrick Perkins for their 
piece on Alexandria’s Civil 
War occupation.
 Judges also honored Sachs’ 
photography skills, awarding 
him third-place in the person-
ality or portrait category.
 Perkins received a third-
place award for his public 
safety writing portfolio. 

  Editorial cartoonist Steve 
Artley’s commentary on gun 
sales earned him a first-place 
prize in the illustrations cate-
gory, while contributing pho-
tographer Laura Sikes placed 

third in the picture story or 
essay genre for capturing Al-
exandria’s birthday celebra-
tion. 
 The Alexandria Gazette 
Packet’s staff also enjoyed 

recognition by the VPA, 
along with members of the 
Washington Post and Wash-
ington Times.

- Times Staff 

Times takes home 10 VpA awards

file photoS

From left, David Sachs, Derrick Perkins, Cat VanVliet and Steve Artley.
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Aggressive attack 
propels St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes 

By Derrick Perkins

 Up by 10 goals as the horn 
sounded to start second-half 
action, the St. Stephen’s and 
St. Agnes Saints didn’t suc-
cumb to complacency or in-
action.
 Instead the girls in green 
worked on a few new plays 
and polished their skills in a 
15-2 rout of Stone Ridge (6-
2-1, 1-0). 
 Such are the ways of a 
high school sports dynasty.
 “I guess we’re just trying 
to prove ourselves and prove 
that we are one of the best 
teams around,” said Saints 
junior attacker Carly Reed. 
 The 5-foot-8 junior, who 
committed to the Univer-

sity of North Carolina her 
sophomore year, doesn’t 
have much more to prove. 
She netted three goals in the 
bout and earned a hat trick — 
something to be celebrated, if 
it didn’t represent an off day 
for the rising star player. 
 In the team’s 16 games, 
Reed’s opponents have lim-
ited her to less than three 
goals on just five occasions. 
Her season high came April 
11 when the junior put away 
eight against New York-
based Brighton. 
 She’s averaging nearly 
four goals a game, and her 
personal statistics might have 
improved a bit more during 
the drubbing had head coach 
Kathy Jenkins not directed 
her to back off the net. 
 “We’re working on get-
ting a lot of girls [into the 
mix]. The team game is most 

important to us right now,” 
Jenkins said. “Carly’s look-
ing for assists. She had an op-
portunity to score and passed 
it. I thought a lot of them did 
well today. We have a lot of 
scorers.”
 While Reed might be the 
Saints’ (13-3, 1-1) most no-
table standout, she’s hardly 
alone as Jenkins rightly notes. 
Junior Besser Dyson matched 
Reed’s offensive production 
goal for goal against the Ga-
tors. 
 Teammates Michele Phil-
lips and Ellie Majure, a se-
nior and freshman respec-
tively, also netted two goals 
each. Kathryn Cavallo, So-
phie Davidson, Olivia Mik-
kelsen, Layne Voorhees and 
Kathleen Williams rounded 
out the Saints’ offensive clin-
ic. 
 Having a full arsenal of 

scorers at the team’s disposal 
spells good news for a young 
squad hungry for a fifth con-
secutive state title. They’ve 
suffered three losses with six 
games left on the regular sea-
son, all by one point. 
 The first two were perhaps 
the most difficult to deal with 
if you ask Dyson and Reed. 
The Saints fell 14-13 to Bryn 
Mawr on March 24 and then 
12-11 to Vero Beach six days 
later. 
 “We lost to some re-
ally good teams,” Dyson 
said. “It’s all about not get-
ting down on ourselves and 
working on the things we did 
wrong.”
 “They were all one-point 
games,” Reed added. “Obvi-
ously, it’s very frustrating. 
We take that frustration out 

sPorts

photo/Derrick perkinS

Stone Ridge defenders try to slow down the St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes Saints’ high-octane offense during Tuesday’s matchup. The 
Saints prevailed in a 15-2 victory.

Saints crush Stone Ridge

SEE sAints | 15

T.C. Williams 
TiTans

Overall Record: 6-9
Conference Record: 3-6

lasT Week
April 20 at West Potomac 

W, 6-3
April 24 vs. Lake 
Braddock L, 18-1

UpComing
April 27 at Lee

May 1 vs. South County

sT. sTephen’s & 
sT. agnes sainTs

Overall Record: 3-8
Conference Record: 1-3

lasT Week
April 20 at Episcopal 

W, 7-0
April 21 at Potomac 

School L, 7-3
April 24 at St. Albans 

L, 3-2

UpComing
April 26 vs. St. Albans

April 28 vs. Middleburg
April 30 vs. Flint Hill
May 1 at Georgetown 

Prep

episCopal maroon 
Overall Record: 2-11

Conference Record: 0-7

lasT Week
April 20 vs. St. Stephen’s 

and St. Agnes L, 7-0
April 24 at Bullis L, 3-0

UpComing
April 26 at Bullis
May 1 at Landon

Bishop ireTon 
Cardinals

Overall Record: 11-10
Conference Record: 4-8

lasT Week
April 19 vs. Middleburg 

L, 9-6
April 21 vs. Good 

Counsel L, 6-2
April 24 at St. John’s 

L, 2-1

UpComing
April 26 at St. Mary’s 

Ryken
April 28 vs. Gonzaga

April 30 vs. O’Connell
May 2 at McNamara

ArounD the 
BAses
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during games like [the Stone 
Ridge matchup].”
 For the most part, the 
Saints victories have been 
more lopsided affairs. They 
have outscored their oppo-
nents by 10 or more goals in 
nine of their outings. 
 “We have a huge target on 
our backs,” Reed said, noting 
the team’s prominence in the 
high school lacrosse world. 
CBS Sports ranks the Saints 
No. 25 nationally; the Wash-
ington Post lists them No. 1 
regionally.
 Jenkins doesn’t believe 
the team’s sterling reputation 

comes with any extra stress. 
The coaching staff certainly 
doesn’t discuss the accolades 
regularly showered on the 
Saints. 
 But Dyson and Reed know 
every team they face wants 
the honor of knocking the 
Saints down a peg or two. 
 “It does put some pressure 
on us — people expect us to 
win — and it’s hard when we 
let people down. We’ll keep 
working hard and the wins 
will come,” Dyson said. “We 
know all the teams play their 
best game against us.”
 The Saints play Milton on 
their St. Stephen’s Road turf 
Friday before squaring off 
against backyard rival Epis-
copal on Tuesday.

 The T.C. Williams Titans 
locked down their second 
victory of the season at Lee 
Monday evening, breaking a 
10-game losing streak in the 
process. 
 Finishing on the winning 
side of a 9-3 score, the Ti-
tans solidly kept a struggling 
Lancers squad at bay. It’s the 

team’s first occasion to cel-
ebrate since overpowering 
Mount Vernon 10-7 in mid 
March. 
 The conference victory 
also marked T.C.’s most 
productive offensive perfor-
mance since the win against 
the Majors, a needed boost 
with just two games to go 

before the annual Patriot 
District tournament. The 
Titans host Annandale on 
Monday before wrapping 
up the regular season on the 
road against West Potomac 
on Wednesday, after the 
Times deadline.
 Playoff action begins on 
May 4.

 Ashley Wagner’s 2012 
run got another boost this 
month when her third-place 
finish helped Team USA win 
a silver medal at the Inter-
national Skating Union’s 
World Team Trophy. 
 Officials credited the Al-
exandria native’s “nearly 
flawless” free skate perfor-

mance for lifting the U.S. 
squad into second place 
at the ISU event in Tokyo 
last week. The combination 
of triple a flip-double toe-
double loop and a double 
axel-triple toe helped Wag-
ner rack up 10 points for the 
American athletes. 
 Wagner went into the 

event with two prior in-
ternational performances 
this year. She won the gold 
medal at the Four Continents 
Figure Skating Champion-
ships in February and later 
placed fourth in the ISU 
World Championship. In 
January, Wagner clinched 
the U.S. title. 

 Facing a slew of local 
competitors at the Smokey 
Jacobs Regatta, the T.C. Wil-
liams boys crew squad suf-
fered a rocky outing on the 
Occoquan last weekend.
 Though none of T.C.’s 
boats earned a gold medal, 
they did rack up a steady 
string of second- and third-
place finishes. T.C. took sil-
ver in the boys first fours and 
boys freshman eights. 

 They also earned bronze 
in the junior fours and second 
fours, but the team struggled 
in the boys eights, finishing 
fifth and well behind first-
place finisher Madison. 
 The squad dives right back 
into the water this weekend 
for the Charles Butt Regatta 
on Saturday. The event, in the 
Potomac off of Georgetown, 
includes a matchup with 
backyard rival Bishop Ireton.

 Racers will descend upon 
Eisenhower Avenue on Sat-
urday for the inaugural Run 
for Shelter 10K and fun run, 
a fundraising effort on behalf 
of Carpenter’s Shelter. 
 The brainchild of shelter 
Executive Director Lissette 
Bishins and Ironman compe-
tition veteran Carl Fudge, the 
out-and-back race will begin 
and end at the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. Event 
organizers hope to draw more 

than 1,000 runners and gener-
ate upward of $25,000 for the 
shelter. 
 Carpenter’s Shelter and 
Fudge teamed up with Lisa 
Hundley-Reeves of Pacers 
Events to help organize the 
road race. Those interested in 
competing can head to www.
runforshelter10k.com for 
more information and to reg-
ister.

- Derrick Perkins

sPorts shorts

Titans outpace lancers to break 10-game skid

Wagner finishes third in international team competition

No gold but plenty of silver 
and bronze for Titans

Eisenhower Avenue road race 
benefits Carpenter’s Shelter

sAints
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Lacrosse

Figure Skating

Crew
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now to May 1 

oUr aleXanDrIa: aFrICan-
aMerICan DollHoUses 
eXHIBItIon Take in the memories 
of historic Parker-Gray with this free 
exhibition of miniature dollhouses 
by Sharon J. Frazier and Linwood M. 
Smith. This local showcase features 
more than a dozen buildings and 
rooms in 1:12 scale, including some 
inspired by places in Alexandria. Sug-
gested admission is $2.
time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

now to May 18

tHe lees at HoMe 
eXHIBItIon This exhibit features 
40 intimate daily use artifacts of the 
Robert E. Lee family and explores the 
connections of the extensive family in 
Alexandria and Arlington. Admission 
is charged. 
time: Only by guided tour
location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or 
www.leefendallhouse.org

now to December 31

MarsHall HoUse InCIDent 
eXHIBItIon The deaths of Union 
Col. Elmer Ellsworth and secessionist 
James Jackson at the Marshall House 
Hotel along King Street during the 
Federal occupation of Alexandria on 
May 24, 1861, stirred patriotic fervor 
in the north and south. This exhibit at 
Fort Ward features objects from the 
museum collection — like a star from 
the flag which had flown over Marshall 
House and loan items from the Mary 
Custis Lee chapter of the Daughters of 
the Confederacy — to tell this notable 
story about the event that launched 
the Civil War in Alexandria. 
time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or 
www.fortward.org

oCCUPIeD CIty: lIFe In 
CIVIl War aleXanDrIa 
eXHIBItIon This exhibition exam-
ines life in an American town seized 
and held by its federal government fol-
lowing Virginia’s May 1861 secession 
from the Union. Explore the experienc-
es of Alexandrians — and others who 
lived here — during this tumultuous 
time through their words, as well as 
period photographs and collections 
items. Suggested admission is $2.
time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday

cAlenDAr of 
events

To have your event considered 
for our calendar listings, please 
email events@alextimes.com. 
You can also post your event 

directly to our online calendar 
by visiting www.alextimes.com.

photo/Doug olmSteaD 

From left, Sam Sheinberg (Court Wader), Russell Silber (Leonard), Bruce Schmid (Barrister), Dan Beck (Clerk of the Court), Jeffrey 
Clarke (Justice Wainright), John Johnson (Barrister) and Mark Lee Adams (Sir Wilfrid Robarts, QC) star in “Witness for the Prosecution” 
at The Little Theatre of Alexandria. The show runs through May 12.

By JorDAn WriGht

 In a whodunit filled with 
more red herrings than a kettle 
of fish, veteran Little Theatre of 
Alexandria director Eddie Page 
packages a cast of 19 actors into 
a tidy piece of silken stagecraft.  
 That the plot may be famil-
iar to those who remember the 
1957 Billy Wilder-directed film 
of the same name, starring Ty-
rone Power, Charles Laughton 
and Marlene Dietrich, should 
in no way deter an appreciation 
of this well-acted version.  The 

play, unlike the film, adheres to 
the original as written by Agatha 
Christie in 1953. 
 The likeable but enigmatic 
Leonard Vole is accused of 
murdering a wealthy older lady 
— or to be politically correct, a 
well-to-do senior citizen. Miss 
French’s “senior” status should 
be noted here: When it is re-
vealed she is 56 years old, it 
makes for some snickering in the 
audience, sounding as it does by 
today’s standards a rather archa-
ic notion. Leonard becomes the 
main suspect when it is revealed 

that he is the chief benefactor in 
the lady’s recently revised will.
 Miss French, who befriends 
the impoverished mechanic af-
ter he chivalrously rescues her 
from being run over on a Lon-
don city street, is neither seen 
nor heard during the three acts. 
Being quite dead should be rea-
son enough, but for we amateur 
sleuths there’s not much to chew 
on save a haze of supposition, 
conflicting testimony and inex-
plicable evidence leading helter-

scene ArounD toWn

A tidily wrapped murder mystery

SEE Mystery | 18

‘Witness 

for the 

prosecution’ 

opens at The 

little Theatre 

of Alexandria
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location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or 
www.alexandriahistory.org

April 26

Book DIsCUssIon The group will 
discuss “The Boy Who Harnessed the 
Wind” by William Kamkwamba. There 
also will be snacks and refreshments 
at this free event.
time: 4 to 5 p.m.
location: Ellen Coolidge Burke 
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-1704

san CrIstoBal eleGanCIa 
laUnCH eVent For $20, this event 
includes a San Cristobal Elegancia 
cigar, a free shot glass, cigar-friendly 
food, drinks, raffle and even cigar 
discount. 
time: 5 to 9 p.m.
location: Cigar Place, 4815 Eisen-
hower Ave.
Information: 703-751-6444

WorlD sHort story 
DIsCUssIon GroUP The group 
will discuss stories in “Short Shorts: 
An Anthology of the Shortest Stories,” 
by Irving and Ilana Howe. 
time: 7 p.m. 
location: Ellen Coolidge Burke 
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-1704

natIonal PoeM In yoUr 
PoCket Day Come celebrate 
National Poem In Your Pocket Day with 
the Athenaeum and Amy Young, poet 
laureate of the City of Alexandria. The 
idea is simple: Select a favorite poem 
and share it with co-workers, family and 
friends. Poems from pockets will be un-
folded throughout the day with events 
all over the country. The event is free.
time: 7 p.m.
location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

April 27

InClUsIVe CoMMUnIty 
PlayGroUP Children learn valu-
able social skills and improve their 
developmental skills through play. Par-
ents and caregivers will join their child 
in stimulating activities that reinforce 
physical, cognitive and social develop-
ment. The playgroup is free.
time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
location: Cora Kelly Recreation 
Center, 25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: Contact Deatrice Wil-
liams at 703-746-3430 or deatrice.
williams@alexandriava.gov

529 kIDs ConsIGn GranD 
oPenInG Following the huge 
success of the online boutique, 529 
Kids Consign has opened its doors in 
Old Town, filling a desire for on-trend 
and upscale recycled children’s and 
maternity fashions and accessories in 
the D.C. area. Come join the business 
for its grand opening celebration, 
which will feature a fashion show, 
sweet treats, raffles, giveaways and 
champagne reception. 
time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
location: 529 Kids Consign, 122A 
S. Royal St.
Information: fivetwon.nextmp.net

April 28

olD toWn FarMers Market 
The market includes local dairy, fish, 
fruits and vegetables. Free parking in 
the garage during market hours. 
time: 5:30 a.m.
location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

rUn For sHelter 10k In 
celebration of the 10th year of the 
cook-off, Carpenter’s Shelter is mak-
ing a weekend of it. The celebration 
weekend will begin with the Run 
for Shelter 10K and one-mile fun 
run — the only races in Alexandria 
dedicated to the commitment to 
end homelessness. The course will 
have music and entertainment for 
the whole family. Race registration 
is $40, while the fun run costs $20. 
Proceeds will benefit Carpenter’s 
Shelter.
time: 8 a.m.
location: Starting line at Eisenhower 
Avenue and Swamp Fox Road
Information: www.runforshelter10k.
com

Get sHreDDeD! Free shredding 
of personal documents. There also will 
be fun family activities, prizes, kids’ 
giveaways and light refreshments.
time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
location: CommonWealth One 
Federal Credit Union, 4875 Eisen-
hower Ave.
Information: 703-823-5211 or 
www.cofcu.org

learn aBoUt Free eBooks 
Thousands of eBooks, not to mention 
eAudioBooks, are available on Alexan-
dria Library’s website: www.alexandria.
lib.va.us. Come to this free event to 
learn more. 
time: 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch 
Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: 703-746-1703

Better DIGItal PHotoGraPHs 
Come join Mary O’Malley of Mary 
O’Malley Photography for a presenta-
tion on taking and making great digital 
photographs. Registration is required. 
time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch 
Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: Contact Heather 
Martyn at 703-746-1714 or 
hmartyn@alexandria.lib.va.us

BeaUtIFUlly sUstaInaBle 
GarDens A master gardener will 
present a program on how to keep a 
garden pest-free and healthy. Registra-
tion is required.
time: 11 a.m.
location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch 
Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: Contact Heather 
Martyn at 703-746-1714 or 
hmartyn@alexandria.lib.va.us

MakInG HoUse story-
Books: aCtIVIty For kIDs Su-
shmita Mazumdar, a local book artist 
and writer, will show how she makes 
books that are houses for all kinds 
of creatures and, of course, all kinds 
of stories. Make a house storybook 
and fill it with stories. This program is 
for children, ages 6 to 12, and adult 
family members are welcome as well. 

The event costs $15 per family and 
includes materials. Advance registra-
tion is required. 
time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

CItyWIDe CHeerleaDInG 
CoMPetItIon The competition will 
feature preteen and teen cheerleading 
squads from neighborhood recreation 
centers and other teams from the 
metropolitan area. Tickets are avail-
able for purchase in advance and also 
at the door.
time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St.
Information: Contact Mac Slover 
at 703-746-5407 or mac.slover@
alexandriava.gov

CIVIl War Balloon CorPs 
eVent Learn about how the Union 
Army staged several military balloon 
ascensions in the West End of Alex-
andria early in the Civil War. In 1861, 
a civilian Balloon Corps attached to 
the U.S. Army was organized to gather 
information on Confederate positions 
and movements from the sky. Come 
find out more about this little-known 
aspect of Alexandria’s history. The free 
program is weather dependent.
time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or 
www.fortward.org

HealtH FaIr The NAACP Alex-
andria branch, in partnership with 
Oakland Baptist Church, will host a 
free community health fair. The theme 
of the fair is child and family health 
with a focus on child obesity.
time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
location: Oakland Baptist Church, 
3408 King St.
Information: www.naacpalexan-
driava.org

CUrator’s CHat: sIeGe oF 
kHe saHn Learn about the end 
of the siege of Khe Sahn during the 
Vietnam War. The event is free. 
time: 1 p.m.
location: National Museum of the 
Marine Corps, 18900 Jefferson Davis 
Highway
Information: 703-784-6116 or www.
usmcmuseum.org

BaCon BoUrBon CaraMel 
Corn tastInG Come try some 
bourbon caramel corn mixed with 
bacon bits at this free event.
time: 1 to 4 p.m.

location: The Sugar Cube, 1218 
King St.
Information: 703-548-2868 or 
www.sugarcubesweets.com

eZIBU MUntU DanCe GroUP 
Dancers will perform traditional Afri-
can dances. Come join the library for 
this interactive and entertaining — and 
free — performance. 
time: 3 to 3:30 p.m.
location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch 
Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: Contact Heather 
Martyn at 703-746-1714 or hmartyn@
alexandria.lib.va.us

GIrlyMan This American band 
blends together acoustic, Americana 
and rock music, according to their 
website. Girlyman’s latest album is 
“Supernova.” Tickets are $25.
time: 7:30 p.m.
location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

April 29

CarPenter’s Cook-oFF In cel-
ebration of the 10th year of the cook-
off, Carpenter’s Shelter is making a 
weekend of it. The cook-off celebration 
promises to be bigger and better than 
ever with 30 of the area’s best restau-
rants offering samples of their finest 
food. There also will be a live auction, 
featuring trips, tickets and meals. 
Tickets are $40 for adults and $10 for 
children younger than 12. Proceeds 
will benefit Carpenter’s Shelter.
time: Noon to 3 p.m.
location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.carpenterscoo-
koff.com 

CIVIl War sUnDay Explore the 
Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War 
Sundays, a showcase of an original 
May 26, 1861, edition New York 
Tribune detailing Col. Elmer Ells-
worth’s death in Alexandria; a Peeps 
diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s death; 
a TimeTravelers Passport exhibit 
featuring the Civil War drummer boy; 
a diorama of a heating system con-
structed in Alexandria to warm Civil 
War hospital tents during the winter of 
1861; a cocked-and-loaded Wickham 
musket discarded in a privy during 
the 1860s; and an exhibit on the Lee 
Street site during the Civil War. The 
event is free.
time: 1 to 5 p.m.
location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

IMProVe yoUr sWInG Check 
out this golf fitness course and play 
a better golf game. No experience or 
level of flexibility is necessary. The 
class costs $35 to preregister. 
time: 2 to 4 p.m.
location: 532Yoga, 532 N. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.532yoga.com or 
703-209-0049

April 30

nICk loWe The English singer-
songwriter, musician and producer has 
been performing for 40 years. Nick 
Lowe is known for hits like “Cruel to Be 
Kind” and “I Love the Sound of Break-
ing Glass.” Tickets are $45.
time: 7:30 p.m.
location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

May 1

BroWn BaG lUnCH: eMPloyee 
VersUs ContraCtor Learn 
about: when a contractor could really 
be an employee; the downsides to the 
head-in-the-sand approach; and how 
to avoid penalties for worker misclas-
sification. The event is free.
time: Noon to 1 p.m.
location: Alexandria Economic 
Development Partnership Offices, 625 
N. Washington St.
Information: 703-778-1292

toXIns What are they? Where do 
they come from? Come learn about 
toxins with Dr. Marie Steinmetz.
time: 6 to 8 p.m.
location: Steinmetz Medical As-
sociates, 1225 Martha Custis Drive, 
suite C-1
Information: 703-671-2700 or 
www.caringdoc.com

To have your event considered 
for our calendar listings, please 
email events@alextimes.com. 
You can also post your event 

directly to our online calendar 
by visiting www.alextimes.com.

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

Witness for the Prosecution 4/21 - 5/12
Unravel the mystery of  Leonard Vole, a small-time 
inventor accused of  murdering a rich old widow. 
All evidence points toward Vole, but only his wife, 
Romaine, can save him from the gallows. After a trial 
filled with many surprises, Leonard’s wife does appear 
on the witness stand – but for the prosecution.
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skelter down a blind alley.
 Mark Lee Adams deftly 
plays Sir Wilfrid Robarts, 
Q.C, Leonard’s counselor.  
Robarts, who had until then 
sworn off murder trials, 

agrees to take the case after 
becoming convinced of the 
poor man’s innocence.
 As the case unfolds in the 
courtroom of the Old Bailey, 
we meet Miss French’s feisty 
yet devoted housekeeper, Ja-
net McKenzie, played rivet-
ingly by Cheryl Sinsabaugh. 
Her spot-on Scottish brogue is 

as crusty as week-old haggis. 
Janet has reason to point the 
finger at the ambitious Leon-
ard Vole. He’s usurped her 
territory and stolen her mis-
tress’s affections. But we like 
the charismatic chap anyway.
 Russell Silber does a fine 
job of portraying the likable 
Leonard in counterpoint to 

his wife Romaine, the Teu-
tonic ice princess tautly act-
ed by Robin Zerbe. Though 
Leonard marries her to facili-
tate her escape from wartime 
Germany, in an ironic twist 
Romaine becomes witness for 
the prosecution and against 
her adoring husband: “One 
can get tired of gratitude,” 
she stoically declares. 
 At times you feel like 
you’re part of a game of 
Clue. There’s no rope here 
but a bloodstained jacket, 
mountains of motives, a 
bludgeoned body and a large 
kitchen knife. Did I mention 
all the circumstantial evi-
dence? Nothing appears to be 
indisputable, not least of all 
the exact time of the murder.

 In Christie’s stage ver-
sion the bewigged barristers 
address the audience as jury, 
and you feel quite invested in 
divining the outcome of this 
charming slice of skulldug-
gery. 
 Your efforts may prove 
meaningless, however, as 
the ending trumps the most 
invigorated mystery hounds 
among us. And isn’t that ex-
actly what we adore about 
Agatha Christie?  

“Witness for the Prosecu-
tion” runs through May 12 at 

The Little Theatre of Alex-
andria, 600 Wolfe St. For 

tickets and information call 
703-683-0496 or visit www.

thelittletheatre.com.

Join us for an Open House
at Central Michigan University’s 
new Alexandria Center.
Wednesday, May 16, 2012
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
CMU’s Alexandria Center
1775 B Duke Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

CMU
Alexandria
Center

You’re invited!

BIG BONUS! Attend our Open House and
we’ll waive the $50 application fee*.

Attendees will be given a code at the event. Applications must be received between 5/16 and 5/21/2012.
Refreshments and hors d’oeuvres will be served.

To RSVP for the Open House, call 703-684-9601 by May 9, 2012.
*This waiver applies only to Off -Campus and Online admissions, except DHA. Does not apply to admission fees to the Mount Pleasant campus.

www.cel.cmich.edu/MetroDC     MetroDC@cmich.edu

Central Michigan University is certified to operate in Virginia by SCHEV 101 North 14 Street, Richmond, VA 23219. Central Michigan University is accredited by the 
Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. Individuals with disabilities who need accommodation should call 

800-950-1144, ext. 3018 at least one week before the event. CMU is an AA/EO institution (see www.cmich.edu/aaeo).  www.cmich.edu/offcampus  33431  3/12

(On Duke Street near 
Diagonal Road and the 
King Street Metro Station)

“How to take an 
online class – Is 
online right for you?”
Presentations every half-hour 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Stop by and talk with:
• Career services counselors
• Academic advisors
• Financial aid advisors
• Veterans Aff airs
 representatives

Mystery FROM | 16
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 Youth 
Sailing Camp

 Ages 8 - 14
(703) 768-0018

www.saildc.com

Registration now open for 
Vacation Fibre School!

Welcoming children ages 8–12.
Learn to knit, felt, and more!

fibre space™ is a full service
knit & crochet shop located just

five blocks from the King St metro.

102 n. fayette st, alexandria, va 22314
703.664.0344     fibrespace.com

82 ARTIST STUDIOS   •   6 GALLERIES   •   THE ART LEAGUE SCHOOL

OPEN DAILY 10AM-6PM  •  THURSDAYS UNTIL 9PM
A R T I S T S ’  H O U R S  VA RY   •   7 0 3 - 8 3 8 - 4 5 6 5
105 N. UNION STREET  •  ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 

w w w . t o r p e d o f a c t o r y . o r g

Art at Home
A new series  
of quarterly  
art-inspired  

designer lectures 
to help people  
incorporate art  

in their lives and  
in the home.

Sunday, May 6 • 12-1:30pm & 2-3:30pm 
Tickets: $15 each, Member Discounts Available

Join renowned interior designer Mary Mitchell for 
the premiere presentation as she discusses how to 
layer design elements with furnishings and the visual 
arts to create an environment unique to every home 
owner. Artwork from ten Torpedo Factory artists will 
be used to demonstrate a range of designs from 
contemporary to classic.

Learn more and order tickets:
torpedofactory.org/artathome

Co-sponsored by Weichert Realtor’s 
Cindy Baggett and Leslie Rodriguez 

from the Old Town office.  

CindyandLeslieWeichert.com
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 Give your mom a true 
holiday this Mother’s Day at 
Holiday Inn. The newly reno-
vated hotel at 2460 Eisen-
hower Ave. offers a fantastic 
Mother’s Day brunch with a 
smorgasbord of scrumptious 
selections. 
 “After finishing a $3.5 mil-
lion renovation, the Holiday 
Inn Alexandria is open and 
re-establishing it’s Mother’s 
Day brunch,” hotel manager 
Marlin Keranan said happily. 
“It will be held in the Eisen-
hower ballroom on May 13 
from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 “The buffet features all 
of your buffet favorites and 
some new twists, such as a 
build-your-own Mother’s Day 
angel food cake sundae cor-
ner and a kids’ corner. Bring 
mom, and we will provide the 
champagne and flowers.”
 The Mother’s Day buffet 
boasts favorites like roast-
ed pork loin with rosemary 
sauce, seafood newburg with 
pasta, Mediterranean-style 
chicken and broiled salmon 
with dill sauce. There also is 
a carving station with roast 
beef and honey-baked ham, 

as well as a salad table with 
green salad, pasta salad, and 
marinated mushrooms and ol-
ives.
 The popular egg station in-
cludes omelets made to order. 
As for side dishes, there is ba-
con, sausage, steamed mixed 
vegetables, saffron rice and 
mashed potatoes. But that’s 
not all. The buffet also offers 
various cakes, pies and pas-
tries, plus the build-your-own 
angel food cake corner with 
berries, peaches and whipped 
cream.
 Make Mother’s Day even 

more special by booking a 
room at the Holiday Inn. En-
joy a swim with the family 
after brunch at the recently 
renovated pool. Or book a 
room Saturday night for a 
mini-staycation. After a dip 
in the water, catch a movie at 
The Hoffman AMC Theaters, 
which is right across the street 
from the hotel. 
 The Holiday Inn also has 
a free hotel parking lot. As 
such, after enjoying the boun-
tiful brunch, take the Holiday 
Inn shuttle to Old Town and 
walk around.

 So treat your mother to an 
incredible Mother’s Day at 
the Holiday Inn along Eisen-
hower Avenue. Drop by for 
the delicious brunch or turn 
the day into a weekend affair 
by booking a room. Either 
way, show your mom how 
much she means to you. 

  Bring the $3-off coupon 
from the Alexandria Times 

and get a discount off each 
adult buffet. For more infor-

mation, call 703-960-3400 
or visit www.holidayinn

alexandria.com.

let’s eat A special advertising feature of the Alexandria times

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday Special 

2 entrees and a bottle of wine for  

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

(Dining-in Only)

(After 6:30pm)

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner

$29.50

Buy 1 Entrée Get One 

FREE
4:30 - 6:30pm 

(in-dining only, not valid on holidays)

Au Pied de Cochon

$15.95

Holiday Inn marks Mother’s Day with bountiful brunch

Sign up to receive an electronic version of the Alexandria Times every week!

e m a i l T O D A Ycvanvliet@alextimes.com

Le Refuge
Where you can 
experience the tastes 
and ambiance of a 
paris cafe Without leaving 
the city limits.

Serving Country French Cuisine since 1983

127 N. Washington St.
703.548.4661
WWW.lerefugealexandria.com

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated

Outdoor 
patio open 
lunch and 

dinner!

Happy Hour 
7 Days a Week from 4-7

SpecialS on wingS, draft beer and wine
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our view
Enough talk. 
it’s time for debate.
 The Taylor Run Citizens Association held a candi-
date forum April 18 for all 16 city council candidates 
running for office: 14 Democrats, one Independent and 
one Republican. Despite the absence of Alicia Hughes 
(I) and Michael Hepburn (D), the remaining candidates 
literally sat elbow to elbow on the Masonic Temple’s 
stage.
 There is no news coverage of the forum in this issue 
because it was not newsworthy. Candidates answered 
prescreened questions from audience members and 
were expected to reply in one or two minutes. Tedious-
ly, they went down the line and gave canned answers 
that mimicked the good-natured but broad statements 
they make on their websites and to local media.
 “The direction of our school system must be 
righted.”
 “The lack of affordable housing in this city must be 
reconciled.”
 “We must solve the issue of traffic congestion.” 
 These, essentially, were the blanket statements 
given. The only stark, specific answers came when 
candidates were asked whether they agreed with the 
waterfront redevelopment plan. 
 It’s not their fault; at one point the moderator actual-
ly requested candidates talk “in general.” And how can 
candidates answer questions about such dire, complex 
issues with one or two minutes? 
 What this city council election needs — and what 
residents deserve — is debate, not platitudes.
 The large number of candidates makes it impos-
sible for everyone to debate each other at once, so start 
by cutting the Independent and Republican candidates 
from any discussion. Their names will appear on the 
November ballot regardless. But the June 12 Democrat-
ic primary, which will narrow the field from 14 to six, 
is just around the corner. That leaves a nominally easier 
number to manage.
 Next, change the format to a roundtable. Rather than 
candidates facing the audience in a line, give council 
hopefuls a subject and let them discuss it, no holds 
barred, as the audience watches. It would be a candid 
testament to the candidates’ abilities.
 There is no time limit when council members dis-
cuss issues in public and behind closed doors, so ditch 
the game clock. 
 Finally, read audience questions verbatim and add 
a mediator to push candidates when they’re vague or 
nonfactual. Specifics help voters decide while general-
izations insult them by oversimplifying complicated is-
sues. The truth is politicians can say anything they want 
to get elected. Yes, traffic congestion must be solved, 
but as an elected official, what will you cut to pay for 
it?
  A roundtable is more emblematic of the legislative 
process than the stale forum format. Public service and 
politics benefit from organic discourse, not rigid con-
straints on time and subject.       
 The Times will publish a voters’ guide that asks 
tough questions May 31. Until then, forum organizers 
should think twice about their format.

opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

To the editor:
 As we strive in work and 
life, we often need reminders 
of all the good around us. We 
need reminders of the good, 
honest, hard work we do and 
the accomplishments of oth-
ers that make our community 
a better place. Let’s not forget 
the good work and accom-
plishments of our students, 
teachers and staff. 
 We know that our goals 
can be reached with good 
planning and hard work. Even 
with any shortcomings or set-
backs, the good work happen-
ing at Alexandria City Public 
Schools is supported by clear 
facts and accomplishments of 

which our community can be 
proud.
 1. ACPS and the City of 
Alexandria use the same audi-
tor for operating and overall 
budgets. ACPS budgets have 
received national awards the 
past three years as auditors 
have commended our finan-
cial reports and processes. 
The recent capital improve-
ment plan procedural review 
was part of our additional on-
going reviews of each depart-
ment.
 2. The National School 
Boards Association just rec-
ognized ACPS with a First 
Place Magna Award for its 
strategic planning, one of 15 

school communities in the 
country to receive this award.
 3. T.C. Williams had its 
highest scores ever in writing, 
reading and mathematics last 
year.
 4. Advanced placement 
enrollment was at an all-time 
high last year while maintain-
ing historically high scores. 
Enrollments in AP courses are 
even higher this year.
 5. More eighth-graders 
took algebra I or geometry 
last year than ever before — 
with a 99-percent pass rate. 
Enrollments are even higher 
this year in eighth-grade alge-
bra I.

 

Superintendent Sherman: School system 
supported by facts and accomplishments

SEE schools | 23
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The potential national prestige of Alexandria’s chamber and the business 
community it represents
 Visions, like dreams, are 
goals that at first seem out 
of reach. We believe our vi-
sion of being one of the finest 
chambers of commerce in the 
country to be compelling and 
attainable. It reflects roles 
we have held through 11 de-
cades, yet signals the begin-
ning of a new era. With the 
community’s help, we intend 
to chart a course that will en-
sure we reach our goals.
 Doing so means strength-
ening our organizational 
culture, which is guided by 
a philosophy of quality ser-
vice and characterized by a 
willingness to challenge the 
status quo, take risks and 

be held accountable.  Our 
new executive team, cor-
porate officers and stream-
lined administrative struc-
ture are crucial 
to our success. 
But each of us 
must become 
an ambassador 
for the Alexan-
dria Chamber of 
Commerce, cata-
lysts for realiz-
ing our vision.
 As member-
ship expands, so 
must our hori-
zons. National 
eminence will come through 
knowledge that translates 

into technological innova-
tion and practical solutions 
to business and community 
problems. We need to foster 

an entrepreneur-
ial culture with-
in our city and 
among our board 
of directors, busi-
ness, industry and 
government. We 
must break down 
barriers that per-
petuate isolation 
of individuals and 
professions and 
prevent us from 
realizing our 

enormous inter-professional 
potential. 

 In short, we must become 
an interactive chamber, 
building partnerships within 
the Alexandria government, 
our neighboring county gov-
ernments, the school board, 
municipalities and the com-
monwealth of Virginia. The 
reasons are philosophical 
and practical. The cham-
ber of the future cannot live 
in an ivory tower or with a 
self-serving outlook. The 
modern chamber will define 
itself with its environmental 
context and with the people 
it serves. These, in turn, are 
part of the dialogue to deter-
mine how chamber resources 
can best help solve the coun-

try’s biggest challenges.
 In the years to come, 
chambers can expect fewer 
monetary benefits and a high-
er level of responsibility to 
its constituents. We are very 
interested in hearing from 
our members, businesses and 
the community. Please join 
with us in carrying out our 
vision. As always, I welcome 
your comments and sugges-
tions. Please send them to 
comments@alexchamber.
com. 

- John T. Long III
The writer is president and 

CEO of the Alexandria 
Chamber of Commerce.

Myview
John T. Long

To the editor:
 Many Alexandrians 
are worried more devel-
opment inevitably means 
more traffic and a less 
desirable city. That’s an 
easy conclusion to draw 
when you look at the re-
sult of bad planning deci-
sions here and elsewhere. 
 But it doesn’t have to 
be like that. Through my 
work as a transportation 
policy professional, I 
have learned about hun-
dreds of jurisdictions all 
over the United States 
and world that have com-
mitted themselves to 
the principles of smart 
growth. When done right, 
smart growth can mean 
new development and 
redevelopment that re-
sults in less traffic and an 
improved quality of life. 
If it is combined with a 
truly interactive public 
participation process, it 
can present a way to give 
Alexandria a brighter fu-
ture with broad commu-
nity support. 
 There are other names 
for the smart-growth ap-
proach, including new 
urbanism, urban villages 
and what the Obama ad-

ministration calls livable 
communities. But they 
all involve certain core 
principles, including:
• Mixed-use develop-
ment: Mixing a variety 
of housing choices with 
commercial and retail 
spaces so residents and 
workers can walk to a lot 
of what they need.
• Transit-oriented devel-
opment: Providing attrac-
tive and convenient tran-
sit options to residents 
and workers so they don’t 
always have to drive to 
more distant destinations.
• Complete streets that 
welcome pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, wheelchairs and 
strollers and produce 
street life that makes 
neighborhoods safer.
• Place-making: Cre-
ating public spaces that 
people actively enjoy.
 Smart-growth devel-
opment greatly increases 
the value of that prop-
erty. That increased value 
can be captured to pay 
for transit and other im-
provements in that area 
and throughout the city.  
 I am not proposing a 
subway in Alexandria, 
but Arlington’s Rosslyn-

Ballston Corridor gener-
ates half of Arlington’s 
tax revenues from 11 
percent of its land. In ad-
dition, traffic counts in 
the corridor are less than 
they were in the 1970s. 
Arlington’s smart growth 
in that corridor was good 
for the corridor and for 
the rest of the county. 
 In Alexandria, some 
people use the term 
“smart growth” when 
they really mean “growth 
that isn’t stupid.” We 
are getting better at real 
smart growth: The Po-
tomac Yard development 
and the Beauregard Cor-
ridor small area plan 
honor smart-growth prin-
ciples to a large extent. 
But Alexandria needs to 
really commit to smart 
growth and follow the 
lead of Arlington, Wash-
ington, D.C., the state of 
Maryland and hundreds 
of other jurisdictions.
 That would mean inte-
grating our land use and 
transportation planning. 
Instead, we have two si-
los: In the planning silo, 
transportation is often 
an afterthought. In the 
transportation silo, the 

land use impacts of trans-
portation choices are not 
part of their job descrip-
tion.  
 Instead, transportation 
choices should often be 
the earliest and most im-
portant choices in plan-
ning because they can 
drive the rest of devel-
opment. Highway con-
struction induces sprawl; 
rail-transit construction 
induces transit-oriented 
development. 
 Smart growth pres-
ents a new way to look 
at Alexandria’s future 
with optimism instead 
of anxiety. It is an ap-
proach that has proven 
itself hundreds of times 
over. When combined 
with an interactive pub-
lic process, it would en-
able Alexandria to handle 
development pressures in 
a way that reduces traffic 
and enhances our quality 
of life — with the under-
standing and support of 
its residents.

- Tim Lovain
Democratic candidate 

for Alexandria City 
Council

lovain: Elect me if you believe in smart growth

 6. Preschool enrollments have in-
creased seven-fold in ACPS in the past 
three years.
 7. Elementary math and writing 
scores are up.
 8. Enrollment has increased from 
10,600 in spring 2008 to 12,400 in 2012, 
about a 17-percent increase.
 9. Budget increases in the past four 
years have averaged 2 percent per year as 
per pupil costs have decreased.
 10. We have created an amazing new 
curriculum that replaced our pacing guides 
based on the SOLs.
 11. Lyles-Crouch Traditional Acad-
emy, one of our many schools to receive 
recognition this year, is Virginia’s School of 
Character and one of 22 public schools rec-
ognized nationally for its accomplishments.
 The list of important facts and points of 
pride is very long. There are many more to 
come in the following weeks as we honor 
our students accepted to prestigious colleg-
es, receive awards in music and set stan-
dards of accomplishment that will chal-
lenge the next generation of students.
 And we will not shy away from our 
emphasis on candid conversations as we 
focus on continual improvement in all de-
partments. We welcome our community to 
visit our schools. Please see first hand the 
exceptional work going on in ACPS as we 
serve the children of Alexandria.

- Morton Sherman
Superintendent of Alexandria 

City Public Schools

schools FROM | 22
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To the editor:
 Last week, the Alexandria Times ran 
an editorial critical of the city council 
and the manner in which it is addressing 
an unfunded mandate from Richmond 
concerning employee funding of pen-
sion contributions. Frankly, the Times 
editorial got the facts wrong about the 
legislation passed by the General As-
sembly.
 Near the end of the legislative ses-
sion, the General Assembly passed a law 
requiring local employees to contribute 
5 percent toward their Virginia Retire-
ment System pensions, specifying this 
contribution be offset by a 5-percent sal-
ary increase from localities. Local gov-
ernments have the option of phasing in 
this requirement over five years. 
 On its face, the provision appears to 
be an offset: Employees contribute 5 
percent, and their contribution is offset 
by a salary increase of the same amount 
with time to transition over the next five 
years. The Times made it look like coun-
cil has a choice in passing the cost on to 
the taxpayers. But the editorial did not 
fully examine the facts regarding the 
costs of the legislation.
 The facts are these: The costs of the 
salary increase are not carried forward 
to the taxpayers but are offset by the 
increased employee contribution to the 

pension fund.  However, what cannot be 
offset are the increased costs of the em-
ployer and employee share of expenses 
such as Social Security and Medicare — 
costs that will increase for the city and 
its employees. The unintended costs of 
this legislation, which will eventually 
cost the city $6.9 million, mean higher 
bills for the city as an employer and low-
er paychecks for city employees. These 
truly are unfunded mandates.
 Had the Times done its homework 
and understood the legislation, it would 
have quickly realized the unfunded man-
dates. These costs were discussed in 
depth during our budget work sessions. 
The Times could have easily seen the 
pension cost increase was allocated to 
workers and the city and the additional 
costs of Social Security and Medicare 
are being shared by workers and the city. 
 The Times’ editorial — complete 
with sensational headline — makes it 
seem as if the city is just passing the 
buck to the taxpayers instead of asking 
our employees to pay more and shoulder 
the costs. In reality, all will pay more as 
a result of the General Assembly’s last-
minute action. It’s not sensational or 
eyeball-grabbing, but those are the facts.

- Vice Mayor Kerry Donley

The Times got the facts wrong on pension law

To the editor:
 There have been recent 
discussions in Alexandria 
about whether the city should 
purchase apartment com-
plexes and convert them to 
subsidized affordable housing 
units. There are several fac-
tors why this is not the most 
economical approach to retain 
affordable housing, which is 
an important challenge that 
needs to be addressed.
 Alexandria’s population 
of 140,000 residents consists 
of approximately 50 percent 
renters and 50 percent home-

owners. The city’s core re-
sponsibilities are to provide 
police and fire services, road 
maintenance, and to improve 
the school system. The advan-
tage of being one of the most 
prosperous communities in 
America is that our property 
values have remained strong 
through the great recession: 
the average Alexandria non-
condo home is assessed at 
$620,000. 
 One of the disadvantag-
es, however, is Alexandria 
is an expensive place to call 
home, where the average one-

bedroom apartment rents for 
$1,380 per month.
 Housing has become a ma-
jor challenge for people in our 
city, and the city council con-
tinues to do what is within our 
control to provide affordable 
housing to residents. Virginia 
is one of 45 states that does 
not have rent control. This 
means the government cannot 
tell a private landlord what to 
charge for rent. The city’s role 
comes into place during nego-
tiations with developers who 
plan new projects in the city. 
Recently, council approved 

new developments in Arland-
ria, the Braddock Metro area 
and Eisenhower Valley, and 
we will be voting on the Beau-
regard plan where millions of 
dollars have been negotiated 
to preserve affordable hous-
ing for hard-working Alexan-
drians.
 The city needs to be selec-
tive in its spending and the 
major projects it undertakes. 
Purchasing apartments and 
subsidizing rents are not eco-
nomically viable for the city. 
When the debt grows, the re-
sults are usually answered by 

increased taxes on our resi-
dents and businesses. With 
thousands of additional mar-
ket-rate apartments in the con-
struction pipeline throughout 
the city, increased competi-
tion for new apartment tenants 
will likely keep rents from ris-
ing rapidly. In the meantime, 
city council will continue to 
negotiate with developers for 
more affordable housing op-
tions for our residents.

- Frank Fannon IV
Alexandria City Council 

member

playing landlord is not how the city solves the affordable housing crisis

To the editor:
 How many more times do we 
have to read about the poorly per-
forming schools coupled with in-
ternal issues? And for how long do 
we continue to seek savings by cut-
ting our library hours and reducing 
personnel? Like most Americans, I 
do not mind paying taxes, but I re-
ally mind how they are spent.
 Public education and libraries 
are highly important to me and flow 
from my heritage. My mother was 
a great Ohio public school teacher 
for 35 years. My library interest is 
twofold: my love of reading and 
my father’s 45 years of library 
board service. As a public school 
and state college graduate, I owe 
so much of my personal success to 
this wonderful national benefit — 
public education.  
 So, when I read that our library 
continues with cut-back hours and 
a diminished budget, I get very up-
set. We are seriously shortchanging 
children who benefit from visit-
ing a library, being introduced to 
books, and having access to com-
puters and the Internet. 
 We apparently have the funds 
for $700,000 trolleys and outside 
legal and planning consultants. 
What is wrong with this picture! If 
our legal and planning departments 
can’t cut the mustard, then they 
should be replaced with employ-
ees who can. The savings realized 
from not using consultants could 
be spent on our children.
 Now let’s talk about our schools. 
They do get abundant taxpayer dol-
lars, but unfortunately, the money 

flows in the wrong direction — 
upstairs to administrators and not 
downstairs into classrooms. A 
Virginia Department of Education 
study last year reported Alexandria 
had the worst ratio, which high-
lights a policy that is lopsided. 
 Our children are America’s 
most valuable resource, and pub-
lic libraries and schools are great 
contributors to ensuring each of 
our children gets a chance at a suc-
cessful life. Alexandria’s priorities 
are simply out of whack: lots of 
new buildings, lots of goodies for 
the business community and not 
enough for our children. We keep 
hearing promises of improvements 
in our schools, but we have had at 
least an entire decade of poor re-
sults. And these results affect each 
and every student who did not get 
what they needed in our class-
rooms. As a career counselor, I 
firmly believe each human has the 
desire to achieve; parents and great 
teachers can help each of us find 
and nourish our spark.
 Let’s stop spending money on 
consultants, fancy buildings, and 
high-paid school administrators 
and aides and instead spend the 
money keeping our libraries open 
longer hours and school dollars 
dedicated to the classroom. And 
to school board members and city 
council, please stop accepting ex-
cuses for poor outcomes. We’ve 
heard enough of those to last a life-
time.

- Linda Couture
Alexandria 

City spending shortchanges our children

rETrACTiON  In last week’s Our View editorial,  “Cushy pensions at tax-
payers’ expense,” the Times reported inaccurate facts. The editorial stated city 
council members could choose to have city employees contribute more money 
to their retirement fund. In fact, the Virginia General Assembly passed a law 
requiring 5-percent increases in employee contributions and 5-percent pay 
raises from local governments to offset the contributions. Social Security and 
Medicare costs compound to charge the city about $7 million in unanticipated 
costs. While the Times still believes tax increases should not be the go-to 
method to close budget gaps, it based its editorial on incorrect facts and regrets 
the error.
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 The construction of the 
original Woodrow Wilson 
Bridge from Alexandria to 
Oxon Hill, Md., was pro-
posed for many years. 
Congress finally autho-
rized building the overpass 
as part of the Washington 
Circumferential Highway 
— now the Capital Belt-
way — in September 1955.  
 Until then, the only 
connections from North-
ern Virginia to Maryland 
suburbs were by ferry or 
via bridges through down-
town Washington, D.C. 
However, even before the 
advent of the interstate 
highway system, regional 
road planners believed a 
circular roadway around the 
nation’s capital was necessary 
to bypass the heavy traffic 
that routinely clogged down-

town roadways.
 Originally named the Jones 
Point Bridge, the proposed 

5,900-foot-long bascule struc-
ture was renamed in 1956 to 
honor the 100th birthday of 
former Democratic President 

Woodrow Wilson. He signed 
the Federal Aid Road Act in 
1916 establishing a national 

policy to improve roads. 
He also found driving very 
relaxing and spent on aver-
age about two hours a day 
riding in an automobile. 
  Interestingly, in 1918 
Wilson drove the first rivet 
into the keel of the warship, 
Gunston Hall. The vessel 
was built at the Virginia 
Shipbuilding yard, almost 
the very point where the 
new bridge would touch 
the Alexandria shoreline.
  Construction began in 
1958, and the Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge opened on 
Wilson’s 105th birthday 

— December 28, 1961 — at a 
cost of $14,925,000. Wilson’s 
wife Edith, though gravely 
ill, had planned to attend the 

opening ceremonies but died 
that very morning.  
 Within eight years after 
opening, the bridge reached 
its design capacity of 75,000 
vehicles daily. In 1983 it was 
entirely re-decked, but struc-
tural weaknesses only in-
creased as capacity reached 
more than 200,000 vehicles 
daily by the ’90s. 
 If the bridge wasn’t totally 
replaced at that time, plan-
ners concluded truck traffic 
would have to be eliminated. 
After construction of the re-
placement Woodrow Wilson 
Bridge, the last remains of the 
original structure were dyna-
mited in 2009.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

out of the Attic
The Woodrow Wilson Bridge: What’s in a name?

photo/WooDroW WilSon BriDge project

Thumbs uP to Alexandria 
Times’ very own 
Dave Sachs, Der-
rick Perkins, Cat 
VanVliet, Steve 

Artley and Laura Sikes for their 
10 Virginia Press Association 
awards in reporting, infor-
mational graphics, creative 
graphics, political cartoons and 
photography.  We are so proud 
of you and grateful to have you 
on our team. Well done!

— Patrice Culligan
Thumbs DOWN to the tree 

branches that 
block stop signs 
throughout Old 
Town, creating a 

safety hazard for motorists and 
pedestrians. While locals know 
there’s a stop at every corner, 
people from out of town do not. 
My car was seriously damaged 
last week by a woman from 
Florida who flew through a stop 
sign without breaking when I 
was already in the intersection. 
She was in town for a business 
meeting and was not familiar 
with Old Town’s quirks. The city 
arborist should do some prun-
ing around stop signs!

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs uP to State Sen. 
Charles Colgan 
(D-Prince William) 
for putting the in-
terests of Virginia 

ahead of his party in voting 
to end the budget stalemate. 
By providing the 21st vote for 
the budget, Colgan ensured 
Virginia will not have a govern-
ment shutdown this year. This 
is what voters want, politicians 
who care more about the 
state, or country, than their 
narrow partisan or personal 
self-interest. Politicians of both 
parties should emulate Sen. 
Colgan.

— Denise Dunbar
Thumbs uP to the city man-

ager for organizing 
an ethics commit-
tee comprised of 
a cross-section 

of public employees. I under-
stand there are only a few bad 
apples, but I hope that when 
working for the city, every 
employee understands that it 
is the residents who are paying 
their salaries and these citi-
zens are counting on the city 
workers to do the right thing.

— Patrice Culligan

Weekly Poll Quick takes
This Week’s poll

last Week’s poll:

Would watching city council candidates debate 
inform your vote in the June 12 Democratic 
primary?

a.  Yes.

B.  No.
How did your neighbors vote? 
Visit www.alextimes.com to vote and view the results.
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Should the Alexandria City Council increase the 
base real estate and property tax rate by 1-cent?

117 Votes
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By Bill lAhAy

 There’s an expression in 
politics that one campaigns 
in poetry but must ultimately 
govern in prose. That is to 
say, words and lofty ideas are 
easily generated, but making 
a society that actually works 
in practice is the hard part. 
 Soaring rhetoric about the 
destiny of a people or a nation 
must necessarily give way to 
nuts-and-bolts pragmatism 
that collects the garbage, 

keeps water, traffic and sew-
age flowing, and lets residents 
go about their everyday lives 
with a reasonable balance of 
freedom and security.
 The same might be said of 
architecture — that one de-
signs in poetry but must build 
in prose. This is particularly 
true when an abstract cul-
tural or aesthetic philosophy 
encounters the gritty realities 
of construction, the limita-
tions of materials and finite 
budgets, and the “mundane” 

needs of the building’s oc-
cupants. This encounter be-
tween abstraction and every-
day living lies at the heart of 
“The New Modern House: 
Redefining Functionalism” 
by Jonathan Bell and Ellie 
Stathaki.
 While the book’s tone and 
subject matter tend at first 
toward the academic, its fo-
cus ultimately bends more 
toward the 50 actual homes 

Don’t sacrifice 
practicality for artistry

SEE Artistry | 27
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A dramatic glass and aluminum corner and the rich warm tones 
of natural wood siding on this Massachusetts home belie its con-
siderable salvage content (300 tons of recycled steel beams and 
concrete from Boston’s Big Dig infrastructure project). 

At home

hoMe of the Week

At a Glance:
location: 706 S. Union St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314
price: $1,275,000 

Year Built: 1990 
Contact: Diann Hicks, 
Weichert Realtors, 703-628-2440
diannhicks@mris.com
lot Size: 1,150 sq. ft.

Bedrooms: 4 

Bathrooms: 4.5

parking: 2-Car Garage

ADVERTORIAL

 Welcome home to Old Town’s premier com-
munity, Fords Landing, which sits along the piers 
of the Potomac River. Just seven blocks from 
King Street, this stately neighborhood of hand-
some homes emulates the historic properties for 
which Old Town is known.
 Noted architect Arthur Cotton Moore designed 
the distinctive row of homes along the 700 block 
of S. Union St. in 1990. Referring to classic prin-
ciples of design, Moore conceived this special 
set of properties as models for the Fords Landing 
community. This row is unique and was built by 
Paul Bennett and Associates of McLean.
 Tall ceilings, grand staircases, and elegant-
and-detailed moldings are just some of the items 
of architectural interest in these homes. The gor-
geous living room adjoins the gracious 16 x 18 
terrace, and the cross-vaulted ceiling in the for-
mal dining room is uniquely sophisticated.
  Natural light filters into the rooms through tall 
windows and provides a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere. The vestibule — as well as the gra-
cious marbled foyer — welcomes guests in style 
at this open and spacious home.
  With four bedrooms, four-and-a-half baths and 
a two-car oversized garage, this fine residence is 
a true treasure.

Fords landing residence is a true treasure

courteSy photo courteSy photo

This beautiful Old Town home sits 
along the 700 block of S. Union St.

Tall ceilings and elegant moldings give this home’s interior a rich, sophista-
cated feel.

Grant Macpherson, Moving Consultant

grant.macpherson@jkmoving.com

540.533.8787 (c) • 703.574.6689 (o)

This home of 
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the authors have chosen as 
examples of this new func-
tionalism. Their gripe isn’t 
with modernism per se, but 
rather how somewhere along 
the way the movement got 
hijacked by self-proclaimed 
sophisticates, practitioners 
who indulged what Bell and 
Stathaki call a “superficial 
fascination with novelty.” 
 Architects and designers 
aiming for innovation or im-
provement is a given and a 
good, but if they single-mind-
edly pursue abstract notions 
about pure forms or spaces, 
they risk severing the neces-
sary connection to everyday 
life.
 That rift, the authors con-
tend, is where modernism 
went wrong, and the ease 
with which digital technology 
can be used to create virtual 
(but sometimes un-buildable) 
designs has only made things 
worse. Both make the process 
and the product seem antisep-
tic and effortless, and they 
encourage editing of untidy 
elements that might muddy 
the aesthetic waters with the 
grime of actual life. 
 Domestic architecture, 
they insist, is “the realm of 
things, a constructed space 
specific to individual lives.” 
Mass, line, texture — all good 
things to include, as long as 
you don’t forget things such 
as comfort, sunshine and the 

fact that sometimes people 
have to go to the bathroom.
 Bell and Stathaki do not 
argue for functional utility 
only or for clinging to tradi-
tional elements of residential 
design out of habit or nos-
talgia. The simplicity and 
directness of modernism is 
fine, but homes are not just 
machines for living. They are 
“experiential” places, capable 
of evoking moods and atmo-
sphere and all of the visceral 
responses that humans asso-
ciate with shelter. And they 
have to serve people of all 
stripes, not just the wealthy 
or some theoretical “no kids, 
no pets, no mess” crowd that 
seems the intended audience 
for the starker examples of 
modernist houses.
 So, make your way 
through this heady introduc-
tory discussion and you land 
at the book’s simple center, a 
compilation of international 
case studies that looks at three 
environments for the new 
modernist home:
 — Rural: Just as some 
modernist design elements 
are iconic, so are some mod-
ernist settings, though you 
might not think of open coun-
tryside as one of them. But 
barns, grain silos and chicken 
coops are great examples of 
a no-frills approach to build-
ing design. Unfortunately, the 
open landscape context has 
for decades been linked to 
the exclusivity of modernist 
home design, because it sug-

gested only well-heeled clien-
tele with the means to afford 
trendy architects and plenty 
of well-situated land. Some 
of the homes featured here 
do enjoy spectacular settings, 
but most are not particularly 
upscale.
 — Suburban: Here, the 
concern is avoiding the con-
vention and conformity com-
mon to suburban develop-
ments. The featured homes 
employ “common” materials 
such as wood-plank siding, 
metal roofing and gray con-
crete block, but just as many 
bolder choices — walls of 
loose rock held captive in rect-
angular wire mesh “blocks,” 

corrugated fiberglass and 
compressed-straw panels that 
create super-insulated walls. 
One Massachusetts home 
contains steel and concrete 
recycled from Boston’s Big 
Dig roadway project.
 — Urban: Urban settings 
can involve a host of chal-
lenges, from small infill lots, 
sloped or terraced terrain, and 
the historical context of sur-
rounding homes and neigh-
borhoods. Brick, steel and 
glass are favorite materials, 
not surprisingly, and many of 
these homes must pack a good 
deal of efficiency into a mod-
est amount of square footage.
 The diverse lineup of 

home designs, materials and 
settings makes for an infor-
mative and interesting read, 
but one of the book’s best fea-
tures is its added focus on the 
process of architecture and 
the adventures of some own-
er/builders. 
 In addition to the usual 
images of finished homes, 
the reader sees rough concept 
sketches, crude mockups, 
highly detailed scale models 
and in-progress construction 
photos for many of the fea-
tured homes. These serve as 
additional reminders of the 
physical reality of our shel-
ters and of the lives we spend 
in and with them.
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Medical

Graphics/siGns

Got headache?!
Our American Board Certified Neurologist can help you...

For Appointments Call: 
(P) 703.888.3036 • (F) 703.888.3175

The Neuro Clinic P.C.
Neurology, EMG, EEG, Doppler’s testing and Sleep Studies
8101 Hinson Farm Road, Ste. 201 • Alexandria, VA 22306

theneuroclinic@yahoo.com

Interior    Exterior    Banners
Vehicle Graphics    Electrical

& Much More!

Tel: 703.349.2045
Fax: 703.349.2593
Tel: 703.349.2045
Fax: 703.349.2593

www.signarama-alexandria.com
4664 King St. Alexandria, VA 22302

leGal

Damiani & Damiani, pc
attorneys and counselors at law
604 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.548.1800
Fax: 703.548.1831
Email: david@damianilaw.com

Since 1997, Damiani & Damiani, P.C. has concentrated on providing 
its clients with excellent legal representation. The attorneys strive 
to be accessible and exceed their clients’ expectations. Our offices 
are conveniently located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. We are 
dedicated to helping clients with their legal matters regarding:

• Personal Injury Cases  •  Commercial Transactions
• All Aspects of Automobile and Moving Vehicle Accidents
• Civil Litigation  •  Traffic/DUI Cases

www.damianilawyers.com

571.482.6440 • maidpro.com/alexandria

We only Use The Best Products!
49 Point Check List, 24 Hour Guarantee,

Special Requests

We make homes shine, 
one clean at a time.

703-212-0100
www.themaidsofdc.com

Learn about our 22-Step 
Healthy Touch 

Deep Cleaning System

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Move-out/move-in cleanings
Special projects

HEPA filtration vacuuming
Eco-friendly cleaning products

100%
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We have gotten so many new patients from advertising in the 
Alexandria Times.- Dr. Marie Steinmetz

703.739.0001

What 
can 
the 
times 
do 
for  

you?

1225 Martha Custis Dr., STE C-1Alexandria, VA 22302(703) 671-2700
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Carlos F. Painting, Inc.

Carlos Fuentes   References & Guaranteed
571.233.7667 • www.carlosfpainting.com

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• All Carpentry Work
• Water Damage

SpeCial 
priCeS 
for Empty 
Houses

Patrick’s
Painting & Pressure Washing

Locally Owned & Operated

Licensed & Insured

Honest • Skilled • Professional

703.862.7873 • www.PatrickSPainting.com

$100 OFF 10% OFF
wash, clean & Stain

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
On exterior home, deck & fencing; must 

buy all 3. with coupon. Exp. 5/30/12

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
Up to 2000 sq. ft. ;  larger homes 

may vary. with coupon. Exp. 5/30/12

whole House Painting

Solar Energy Installations and other Energy Efficient Products.
Invest now in solar panels to reduce your energy costs for a lifetime of savings.

For a no cost site evaluation & professional cost proposal, contact 
Russ Seward at 703.378.2471 or 703.927.7338 (cell)

www.aecsolar.net • russ@aecsolar.net

Picture Perfect Home Improvements
(703) 590-3187   www.pphionline.com
Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

“If it can be done, we can do it!”  Serving Northern VA
Ask About Our Monthly Coupon • Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, 
Carpentry, Wood Replace/Repair, 

Drywall, All Flooring, Decks, 
Handyman Services

• FREE Estimates
• FAST & Reliable Service
• EASY To Schedule
• NO $$$ DOWN!

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chevy Chase
Floor Waxing Service

    

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Careful workmanship

• Serving local area for 30 years

• Old fashioned paste wax method
• Working owners assure quality

• Residential service a specialty

King Kreations LLC
Concrete, Brick, Stone, 
Ep-HenryBelgard, Patios, Walkways, 
Driveways, Walls (Decorative & 
Retaining), Chimneys, Repairs 
All New Installations Guaranteed 
6 Years; Repairs 3 Years!!
20+ Years Expertise. Fully Licensed & Insured
We accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover

Contractors License# 
2705144443

FREE ESTIMATES: Call 703.883.7123 or 540.847.KING (5464)

A company 
you can 

truly trust!

To advertise 
your business or 

service 
at competitive 
prices, contact 
Keith staples 

at 
kstaples

@alextimes.
com.

Advertising
Works!

Business Directory
hoMe services

Home Improvements and Remodeling

Custom Carpentry, 
Book Cases,Painting, 

Drywall, Storage Sheds

Doors, Molding, 
Mantles, Rail, Kitchen 

& Bath remodeling

Call Terry at 571.239.4464

TWD Carpentry

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chesapeake - Potomac 
Window Cleaning

           • Working owners   
              assure quality
• Careful workmanship

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Residential service a specialty
• Serving local area for 30 years

Lawn Ranger Landscaping
Mowing • Edging • Trimming • Mulching

Weeding • Aerating • Seeding • Fertilizing
Yard Cleaning • Hedge Trimming

Licensed, honest & reliable. References available upon request.

For free, friendly estimates
Call 571-235-3169

C&J Custom Carpentry
In a class of it’s own

Also Offering Expert Installation of: Flooring, Windows & Doors

10% 
discount

All Work 
Guaranteed

Class A Licensed 
& Insured

All types of home improvements
Upgrades/repairs/restorations - no job too small
Specializing in deckS • arborS • gazeboS
fencing • kitchenS • bathS • baSementS

703.400.8184 • www.cjcuStomcarpentry.net

NICOLOCK
Paving & Masonry - Driveway Specialists

CaLL TODay fOr a frEE ESTIMaTE

• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Patios
• Stoops
• Pointing and Sealing

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis Courts
• Parking Lots
• Patch and Sealing

Senior
Citizen
Discount

25%

Discount
with ad

Office: 855.268.5625
Cell: 571.480.0846

serving the entire 
va, dc, md areas

A&S LAndScAping 703.863.7465

All Concrete Work • Retaining Walls • Patios
Decks • Porches (including screened) 

Erosion & Grading Solutions • French Drains 
Sump Pumps • Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Licensed • Serving All of Northern Virginia

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
571.501.1751 Military & Senior Discounts

40 Years Experience • References Available   

Davis Contracting
Painting, Wood Repairs, Masonry & 
Brick Repairs, Power Washing, Gutter 

Repair & Install, Roofing Repairs
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classifieds

ACrOSS
1 Hair-raising places?
7 DNA-mapping science
15 A Pueblo people
19 “Mama” Cass
20 Hail Mary that isn’t thrown
21 “Deadly sins” number
22 It may make shoes slowly 
  disappear
24 Hymn of praise
25 “... or so ___ heard”
26 Bird with binocular vision
27 A third-base coach might 
  flash one
28 “St. Elmo’s Fire (Man in 
  Motion)” singer John
29 “D-OH” person, e.g.

30 Big shot
33 ___ Pieces (candy)
36 “T” in “BTW”
38 White or Douglas
39 Aspect
41 Typesetter’s widths
42 Admonish
44 Run roughshod over
47 “___ company, three’s 
  a crowd”
48 Au ___ (fully informed)
49 ___ Domini
50 Beat swords into plowshares
51 “I changed my mind,” on a 
  computer
52 NYC museum
53 Advocated avidly
54 Dieter’s milk choice, perhaps

55 “Love is a ___-Splendored 
  Thing”
56 Ancient Greek philosophy
58 90-degree pipe joint
59 Bread as a blotter
60 Cease to be separate
61 “___ circumstances beyond 
  our control ...”
64 Reverberate again and again
66 1999 Best Picture nominee, 
  with “The”
68 Enter uninvited
70 Cornered, as a cat
71 Cowboy’s calf catcher
72 Cereal-box freebie, often
73 Homophone for “eight”
74 Rainy-day savings
76 Cool one’s heels

78 Camembert alternative
79 Hilton competitor
82 Avoiding gusts
83 Bartenders run them
84 King of Thebes
85 Christmas lights location
86 Apple growth retardant
87 “Monty Python and the ___ 
  Grail”
88 Fakes, as an injury
89 Peeping Tom, e.g.
90 “Mad Men” protagonist 
  Draper
91 Discovers
92 German birthplace of Einstein
93 “___ Poetica” (Horace work)
94 One’s ultimate goal
96 Certain Middle Easterner
98 Amateur’s antonym, briefly
101 “The Man” Musial of baseball
103 Druid, for one
105 “Charlotte’s ___”
106 Tampa Bay baseballer
107 Bee-fitting description?
109 It’s around 98 in humans
114 Pennsylvania river or its 
  county
115 Monochromatic
116 One who does penance
117 “Interview with the Vampire” 
  novelist Rice
118 Distribute troops anew
119 Biblical outcasts
DOWN
1 Eighteen-wheelers
2 Horror author Barker
3 “The Courtship of Miles 
  Standish” character
4 Tupperware top
5 Element discovered by 
  Marie and Pierre Curie
6 Ship or shop figure
7 Bit of comedy
8 Mother of all matriarchs
9 “Good” or “bad” ending
10 Holy Roman and others
11 Firing range image
12 “Fame” star Cara
13 Org. headed by George Bush 
  in 1976
14 Melancholy
15 Movie with a happy ending, 
  e.g.
16 Outcrop of rock, e.g.
17 Black-eyed ___

18 Wayfarer’s lodging
21 Massage therapist hirer
23 Cleric’s robe
28 “Ahem!”
31 Frequently
32 Like some blush-inducing 
  limericks
34 More sordid
35 World’s first large-scale 
  computer
37 Graceful seabird
38 Produce producer
40 Act lovey-dovey
43 “Go ahead” signal
44 Contemplative one
45 Bracelet cousin
46 Bitter complainant
48 Civil War chronicler Shelby
51 Word with “sheet” or “music”
52 Crete’s highest peak (Abbr.)
53 Excessive interest
55 People and verbs have them
56 Agitated fits
57 Blithering fool
59 Bedding item
60 Dictionary subject
62 Saharan nomad
63 Choice
65 Spotlight lover’s spot
66 Leprechaun locale
67 African river or country

69 Ages between 12 and 20
72 “My country, ___ of thee ...”
75 Bird of prey’s claw
76 “The Great ___ Pepper”
77 Bottomless pit
78 Cowboy hat feature
79 “___ Haw” (rustic TV show)
80 “Divine Secrets of the ___ 
  Sisterhood”
81 Antipathy
83 2,000 pounds
84 Like a virgin
86 Arabian Peninsula seaport
87 Alphorn player’s perch
88 Occasion to pay last respects
91 Jason’s treasure
95 Astringent
97 Amazed state
98 Wrinkled fruit
99 Fewer and farther between
100 Open hearings in court
102 Santa ___, Calif.
104 Show’s partner
107 One ___ time (individually)
108 ATM access code
109 “Dirty dog”
110 ___-two punch
111 A word from Elsie
112 Be a buttinsky
113 Leader’s position

Weekly Words

last Week’s solution:

To post a 

Classified ad, 

email 

Pat Booth at: 

pbooth@alextimes.com

yArD sAle

Community Yard Sale at the 
intersection of Dewitt and 
Duncan Avenue on May 5 
starting at 730AM!! Be there 
or lose out!!

helP WAnteD

Attention/23 people needed 
to work from home on line 
– full training provided from 
NYSE listed.  A+ BBB member. 
888-412-2748 or theonline-
business.com.
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To advertise 

your home 

services 

in the 

Alexandria 

Times, call 
703-739-0001.

Advertising
Works!

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
THURSDAY,  MAY 10, 2012 - 

7:30 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall

Alexandria, Virginia
Information about these items may 
be obtained from the: Department of 
Planning and Zoning, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

BZA CASE #2012-0007
14 ROSECREST AVENUE
R-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Dan and Jill Rogers by Frank Chu, ar-
chitect:  Variance to construct a garage 
with storage in the required west side 
yard setback.  

BZA CASE #2012-0003
April Burke, Elizabeth Gibney and Marie 
Kux by Roy Shannon, attorney

BZA CASE #2012-0004
Michael Peck by Benjamin Chew, at-
torney

BZA CASE #2012-0005
Elizabeth P. Baldwin Trust by Benjamin 
Chew, attorney

W-1/WATERFRONT MIXED USE 
ZONE TEXT AMENDMENT
Consideration of the Findings of Fact 
and Conclusions of Law for the April 
12, 2012 BZA decision regarding the  
Appeal challenging the Director’s de-
termination regarding the validity of a 
protest petition, under section 11-808 of 
the Zoning Ordinance, relating to Text 
Amendment #2011-0005.

 Alexandria’s Pet of the week 
is sponsored by Diann Hicks.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

www.diannhicks.com

Love is in the air and these two lovely Orange Tabbies are 
looking for someone to share it with!

Meet Roger and Rabbit, these extremely handsome 
gentlemen are 2 year old neutered males who are very 

bonded to each other. They are fun loving, life loving cats 
and have quickly become staff favorites! They are super laid 

back and have been great with kids, dogs and other cats!

For the Month of February we want to spread the 
love around and are waiving our adoption fees 

on bonded pairs of cats!

For more information about Roger and Rabbit or 
any of our winter adoption promotions please 

contact the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria 
at 703-746-4774 or visit us on the web at: 

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
 Thank you.

 
 

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Young Hogan ~
Engaged and engaging, Hogan is a lad who is 

interested in everything!  A cheerful fellow, Hogan 
enjoys his sunny window, his toys, his afternoon 

naps, and people watching.
An excellent companion, Hogan seeks the company 
of our Staff and Volunteers.  His gentle demeanor is 

as appealing as his good looks.  Hogan is hoping for a 
home where his sweet spirit will be appreciated, and in 

return, he promises much  love and affection.

For more information about the care of cats, please 
call the Shelter 703-746-4774 To make a donation for 
the care of the homeless pets of Alexandria, please 

visit alexandrianimals.org. Thank you!

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

 Alexandria’s Pet of the week 
is sponsored by Diann Hicks.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

www.diannhicks.com

Love is in the air and these two lovely Orange Tabbies are 
looking for someone to share it with!

Meet Roger and Rabbit, these extremely handsome 
gentlemen are 2 year old neutered males who are very 

bonded to each other. They are fun loving, life loving cats 
and have quickly become staff favorites! They are super laid 

back and have been great with kids, dogs and other cats!

For the Month of February we want to spread the 
love around and are waiving our adoption fees 

on bonded pairs of cats!

For more information about Roger and Rabbit or 
any of our winter adoption promotions please 

contact the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria 
at 703-746-4774 or visit us on the web at: 

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
 Thank you.

 
 

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is sponsored by 

Diann Hicks.

Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

The Alexandria Times will donate a portion of every 
paid display ad in April to our Cause of the Month.  
Please join us in contributing to this worthy cause.

April’s cause:

To donate, please visit: www.scanva.org or 
call Karen Price at SCAN at 703-820-9001.

Every child in 
Northern Virginia 
will grow up in a 

safe, stable,
nurturing family, 
with the supports 

they need to 
contribute to

stronger 
communities 
today and as 

adults tomorrow.
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