
Alison Sigethy creates art  
with what the earth provides

By Scott MeekS

 Alison Sigethy’s first foray into 
the art world came at the ripe old 
age of 6. Punished for talking 
too much, she sat alone while 
her fellow first-graders en-
joyed recess. 

 But being innovative and 
spunky, Sigethy quickly dis-
covered a pile of muddy clay 

— the perfect medium for a cre-
ative, young mind. Only there were 
no mud pies being made by this 
budding artist. Instead, sweet birds 
were fashioned by a tiny child with 
a monster-sized imagination.

     “I honestly can’t think of a 
time when I wasn’t doing what 
I’m doing, which is making 
things out of stuff I find,” 
Sigethy said from her studio 
at Torpedo Factory Art Center.

 Today, Sigethy is still talk-
ative, energetic and a bundle 

of clever ingenuity. But she’s traded 
in the mud and dirt for other types 
of eco-friendly materials. 

 She transforms glass, once des-
tined for the landfill, into magical 
snowflakes that dangle from her 
workshop window. Old wine bottles 
have become colorful and 
imaginative sea creatures. 
And driftwood pulled out 
of the Potomac River has 
been given a fresh eco-
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Washington, D.C. resident Fabian Johnson 
pleaded guilty to killing Bob McNeely last year.

PHOTO/SuSan Braun
Artist Alison Sigethy, who keeps a studio at Old Town’s Torpedo Factory Art Center, uses materials from the earth to create 
works of art.

Bob McNeely was killed last year 

By derrick perkinS 

An Alexandria Circuit Court judge will 
sentence admitted killer Fabian Johnson 
today for the shooting death of city resi-
dent Bob Cory McNeely.

Johnson, 19, of Washington, D.C., 
pleaded guilty to voluntary manslaugh-
ter and shooting in the commission of a 
felony. Though he fled after shooting Mc-
Neely on October 20, authorities picked 
Johnson up in Atlanta in November.

McNeely and Johnson knew each oth-
er, according to court documents, and the 
two argued in the days before the shoot-
ing. Though friends believed the pair had 
settled the disagreement, their argument 
flared back up during a chance encounter 
on the 1200 block of Wythe St.

Witnesses told prosecutors the men 
came to blows and two shots went off 

SEE eco-artiSt | 10
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703-836-1464 • Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker • 300 N. Washington St. • Suite 100 • Alexandria,  22314

Interested in a Real Estate career?
Let Prudential get you started with 

FREE Training and FREE Tuition!

Call Maxine at 703-837-9805.

Independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Prudential PenFed Realty
Old Town Alexandria

Dolly Riegert Woodruff
703-626-8370
www.DollysPicks.com

ALEXANDRIA       $724,900    OLD TOWN

•	 3	Bedrooms,	2.5	Baths

•	 Hardwood	Floors	

•	 Plantation	Shutters

•	 Spacious	Chef’s	Kitchen

Amazing and Convenient! Beautiful 1880s detached 
town house.  5 blocks to the Metro & Amtrak; half a block 
from King Street with all the shops and restaurants. 
Gourmet kitchen, hardwood floors, elegant baths, mas-
ter suite with separate entrance and porch, master bath 
with heated floors and rain shower, deep 
bay-window with seats and storage.

Mark	Hogan
703-347-4693
www.Mark.Hogan.PFRAgent.com

AlexAndriA	 	 	 	 	 $699,900	 	 	 	 College	 PArK

A	MuSt	See!

•		 3	Bedrooms,	2.5	Baths
•		 renovated	Kitchen
•		 Spacious	Fenced	Yard
•		 Close	to	King	St.	Metro

Renovation done right! What a perfect mix of modern 
amenities and classic touches. It is easy to see the atten-
tion poured into every detail of the home: restored hard-
wood floors and crown molding; renovated kitchen and 
baths with new appliances and tile work; 
new windows and shingles on the roof too! 

Amber	gould
310-980-9201
www.RealtorAmber.com

Arlington	 	 	 	 	 	 $1400/Mo	 	 	 	 	 	 Hillwood

welCoMe	HoMe

•		 1	Bedroom,	1	Bath
•		 Fenced	Patio
•		 Fireplace

•		 Close	to	Metro

Move in ready, 1st floor condo with new carpet, re-
cessed lighting, W/D in unit, and an enclosed patio. One 
reserved parking space. Located near the clubhouse 
and outdoor pool. Close to Van Dorn metro, 395, Land-
mark Mall, Library and Trade Center. 
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Bob	Cooper
703-609-5868
www.Bob.Cooper.PFRAgent.com

Move	rigHt	in
Rosemont Bungalow just a few blocks to either the King 
Street or Braddock Metro. Spacious one level living with 
an abundance of storage. The Bedroom has a walk-in 
closet and a sitting area, plus there is a large storage 
closet in the dining room. In addition there is a back 
porch off the kitchen overlooking your pri-
vate back yard. 

•		 	1	Bedroom,	1	Bath
•		 	walk	in	Closet
•		 	Spacious	Yard
•		 	Pick	Your	Metro

AlexAndriA		 	 	$1,795/Mo			 	tHe	BrittAnY

tHiS	iS	it
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Dolly Riegert Woodruff
703-626-8370
www.DollysChoice.com

AlexAndriA							$499,000										old	town				greenS

won’t	lASt

•	 3	Bedrooms,	2.5	Baths
•	 	renovated	Kitchen
•	 	Spacious	Fenced	Yard
•		 over	1500	SqFt

Amazing upper level, piggy back town house with soar-
ing 20 feet ceilings! Great open floor plan with double
master suites, large eat in kitchen, skylights, Jacuzzi tub, 
balcony, fireplace, and garage. Just minutes to Buzz, 
Rustico, and shopping.  Located just off the Parkway, it’s 
an easy commute to Old Town, The Penta-
gon, DC, or National.
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Peggy	Kammen
571-295-2909
www.Peggy.Kammen.PFRAgent.com

Arlington	 	 	 	 $1750/Mo	 	 	 	 BrittAnY

Rent this gorgeous condo unit in 
awesome Brittany! Sliding glass 

doors to balcony overlooking 4 Mile Run. Designer 
kitchen with granite countertops. Excellent location 
with exclusive amenities: pool, tennis, outstanding 
gym, 24/7 concierge. Close to vibrant Shirlington. 
Close to Bike/Jog Path. Easy commute to 
DC, Old Town, 395, Pentagon. 

Ju
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d •		 2	Bedroom,	1	Bath

•		 designer	Kitchen
•		 Custom	Closets	
•		 Awesome	Amenities

don’t	MiSS	out



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    MAY 24, 2012 | 3 

1.99%

Turbo Charge Your
Auto Loan!

APR

Auto Loan Rates
As Low As

On New Cars Up To 60 Months.
Other terms available.

(855) GO COFCU   cofcu.org•

1.99%APR1.99%APR1.99%

Auto Loan Rates

Apply online today!
Federally Insured

by NCUA

the Weekly BrieFinG

 Oft-maligned Jefferson- 
Houston School is the city’s 
first to enter the final round of 
approval before becoming an 
International Baccalaureate 
Primary Years Programme 
World School.

 School leaders have pur-
sued the designation, which 
requires educators to teach 
curricula using the interna-
tional organization’s frame-
work, since 2009, said Ker-
mit Burks, Jefferson-Houston 
IB coordinator. The emphasis 
is connecting students with 
the world rather than prepar-
ing them for tests, he said. 

 “It’s focused on creat-
ing students who inquire. 
We want to build up curious 
students rather than students 
driven to take tests and recall 
basic facts,” Burks said. “We 
have the [Alexandria City 

Public School’s] curriculum 
and the state standards, but 
this goes to how to teach — 
how do you go about teach-
ing [a subject] and making 
those connections between 
subjects.”

 IB representatives will 
visit the school, likely in the 
fall, to confirm teachers are 
working within the organiza-

tion’s framework. Final ac-
ceptance will come after the 
inspection, officials said. 

 But the program isn’t 
free. ACPS will spend about 
$9,500 in annual fees to re-
main enrolled, Burks said. 

 Mount Vernon Communi-
ty School, the city’s two mid-
dle schools and T.C. Williams 
also are exploring the IB 
framework and designation, 
said Superintendent Morton 
Sherman. 

“IB fits well with the higher 
order, problem-solving, real- 
world approach of our new 
curriculum,” he said. 

- Derrick Perkins

Curriculum gets worldly 
for Jefferson-Houston students

LiveAtTheHenry.com | 703-349-0730 
525 N. Fayette Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

1 Bedrooms from the low $300’s
2 Bedrooms from the mid $400’s

MBHomefinder

More than a Locatoin. 
This is Historic.

PHOTO/laura SikeS
you can RInG My BELL: Moxie Dyro, 5, left, and Sarah Gosnell, 6, play the glockenspiel dur-
ing the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra’s Children’s Arts Festival at T.C. Williams High School on 
Sunday. Before and between the half-hour concerts featuring music from Gustav Holst’s “The 
Planets,” children experimented with several instruments provided by the public school.

File PHOTO
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criMe police Beat

Damiani & Damiani, pc
attorneys and counselors at law
604 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.548.1800
Fax: 703.548.1831
Email: david@damianilaw.com

Since 1997, Damiani & Damiani, P.C. has concentrated on providing 
its clients with excellent legal representation. The attorneys strive 
to be accessible and exceed their clients’ expectations. Our offices 
are conveniently located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. We are 
dedicated to helping clients with their legal matters regarding:

• Personal Injury Cases  •  Commercial Transactions
• All Aspects of Automobile and Moving Vehicle Accidents
• Civil Litigation  •  Traffic/DUI Cases

www.damianilawyers.com
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The following incidents occurred between May 16 and May 23.

Source: crimereports.com

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Vir-
ginia. The Alexandria Police Department is not required to supply the public 
at-large with detailed information on criminal cases.

Burglars leave 
empty-handed

 Though one or more appar-
ent would-be thieves rummaged 
through a 4500 block Strutfield 
Lane resident’s storage unit ear-
lier this month, the suspects left 
without taking anything.

 A neighbor noticed the break-
in and alerted the victim, who in 
turn contacted Alexandria police 
at 10:15 a.m. May 14. While the 
suspects opened several suitcas-
es in the unit — and rummaged 
through the victim’s belongings 
— nothing was stolen, police said. 

 Authorities don’t know what 
kept the suspects from looting the 
unit. But to enter, the thieves had 
to damage a door lock and strike 
plate, said Jody Donaldson, de-
partment spokesman. 

 Police do not have descriptions 
of the suspects — there are no 
known witnesses — though the in-
cident remains under investigation. 

When co-workers 
attack

 City police intervened in a 
workplace spat between two em-
ployees of a 400 block S. Pickett 
St. automobile dealership after 
one threatened to kill the other 
last week. 

 The men had “ongoing issues 
with each other,” said Jody Don-
aldson, Alexandria Police Depart-
ment spokesman. The longstand-
ing conflict boiled over into a 
verbal confrontation and minor 
fight after the two had an on-the-
job disagreement at 8:15 p.m. 
May 16, according to police re-
cords. 

 One of the men grabbed the 
other by the neck, Donaldson 
said. 

 Police reviewed video of the 
incident but said nothing new 
about the dispute emerged from 

the footage. Authorities have not 
pressed anyone with charges in 
connection with the assault. 

Secret Service 
uniform lifted 
from dryer

 Alexandria police say a U.S. 
Secret Service uniform shirt was 
stolen from a 3200 block Lando-
ver St. apartment building dryer 
earlier this month. 

 The victim noticed the theft 
while doing laundry on the build-
ing’s 16th floor at 8:33 p.m. May 
17. It doesn’t appear as if any-
thing else was taken, said Jody 
Donaldson, police department 
spokesman. 

 The thief may have stolen the 
shirt after noticing a Secret Ser-
vice patch, he said. The victim is 
a resident of the building. 

 Police do not have suspect 
descriptions and have made no 
arrests in connection with the in-
cident. There are no known wit-
nesses or surveillance footage of 
the theft. 

Safe heist under 
investigation

 Police are investigating the 
theft of cash and jewelry from a 
shared safe in a 200 block S. Van 
Dorn St. apartment sometime be-
fore May 16. 

 The victim placed the valu-
ables in the safe — kept in a clos-
et  — in early May, officials said, 
and noticed them missing last 
week. Police were alerted to the 
thefts at 2:48 p.m. May 16. 

 There are no signs of forced 
entry and authorities don’t know 
how the thieves got access to the 
safe. Descriptions of the jewelry 
were unavailable, and authorities 
do not have suspect profiles.

alextimes.comale
xtim

es.c
om

ale
xtim
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om
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Beginning June 18, Metro is improving your weekday commute with more trains in peak hours and 

faster access to downtown. Rush+ eases crowding, provides more transfer free destinations and 

begins preparation for Silver Line service.

ON THE ORANGE LINE, IT MEANS MORE RUSH AND LESS CRUSH!
• If you use an Orange Line station between Vienna and Court House, you’ll get three more trains

in each direction every hour of rush hour.

• If you travel between Blue Line stations east of Stadium-Armory and Orange Line stations in 

Virginia, you’ll have a new transfer-free ride option.

What will          do for you?rush

But Rush+ isn’t just for Orange and Blue Line riders. Look for 
more details about how Rush+ will reinvent rush hour.
Or why wait? Visit wmata.com/rushplus and read all about it!

City government, 
residents, zoning appeals 
board at odds

By david SachS 

 
 A convoluted court case 

pitting City Hall against resi-
dents has raised more ques-
tions than answers, but a 
judge’s eventual decision will 
determine the future of devel-
opment in Alexandria.

 The city council is appeal-
ing an April board of zoning 
appeals’ decision that requires 
any change to zoning law be 
passed with a supermajority, 
or 6-1, vote. While the deci-
sion hampers all future zon-
ing changes and therefore 
urban development, the move 
particularly impedes coun-
cil’s ability to increase den-

sity for commercial growth 
along the waterfront.

 “[The BZA] is tying the 
city council’s hands, and if 
not limiting, discouraging fu-
ture development anywhere 
in the city,” said City Attor-
ney Jim Banks, who spoke 
during a council meeting 
Tuesday at City Hall.

 Banks questioned the valid-
ity of the BZA’s decision and 
said its members — residents 
appointed by city council — 
were unaware of the long-term 
impacts of their ruling, which 
overturned an earlier decision 
by Planning Director Faroll 
Hamer. In January, Hamer 
deemed a petition, signed by 
waterfront-dwelling residents 
against commercial develop-
ment, invalid.

 Banks’ assertions angered 

several BZA members. Their 
verdict was sound and fact-
based, said BZA member and 
lawyer Geoff Goodale.

 “It just rubs me the wrong 
way,” Goodale said 

 It is the BZA’s decision 
— not the board itself — that 
is in question. While it must 
provide documents relating to 
the ruling, its members won’t 
join the court proceeding; the 
petitioners, city government 

and a circuit court judge will 
be the only parties present 
during the hearing, likely in 
early June. 

 The BZA last week in-
sisted the city pay for an out-
side attorney anyway, to bet-
ter define its role. Banks said 
Tuesday the BZA must only 
provide administrative docu-
ments on the decision that 
shackled the council’s rezon-
ing power. 

 But Banks’ role as city at-
torney renders his advice a 
conflict of interest, according 
to Goodale, who wants — 
and believes he is legally re-
quired — to provide a concise 
statement on how the board 
reached its decision. 

 “I think the role the BZA 
needs to play in the case is to 
make sure the court has all 

the facts,” Goodale said, cit-
ing a Virginia statute he says 
defends his argument. 

 When asked by council 
members why the BZA would 
need an independent attorney, 
Banks repeatedly shook his 
head, seemingly confused. “I 
don’t know,” he replied.

 By the meeting’s end, the 
council reaffirmed it would 
provide money for an out-
side attorney only in the un-
likely scenario of individual 
board members becoming li-
able.   

 Goodale said the decision 
deliberately glosses over the 
real issue: obtaining unbiased 
advice on how to clearly in-
form the court the basis for the 
BZA’s controversial decision.

 “It’s flat-out wrong,” Goo-
dale said.

Future development hinges on tangled court case

i think the 
role the BZa 
needs to play 

in the case is to make 
sure the court has all 
the facts. 

- Geoff Goodale, BZA member
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Locally based news outlet 
promotes free speech
for Ethiopians

By david SachS 

 In an office building on 
Alexandria’s west side, ac-
cused terrorists work long 
hours promoting free speech 
in their native Ethiopia. 

 They’re considered en-
emies of the state back home. 
In America, we call them 
journalists.

The newsroom of Ethiopian 
Satellite Television, known 
as ESAT, is bare, save for 
tangles of audiovisual cables 
and utilitarian office furni-
ture. The walls are cream and 
spare, and the office’s only 
color comes from the broad-
cast studio’s green screen, 
which allows anchors a high-
tech backdrop that betrays the 
newsroom’s humble reality.

 ESAT’s local office is one 
of three worldwide — the oth-
ers are in London and Amster-
dam — that provides Ethiopi-
an-related news for thousands 
of Ethiopians around the 
world. Many of its employees 
are exiled reporters who were 
labeled terrorists — some 
were imprisoned — by the 
country’s autocratic govern-
ment for questioning officials 
in public, said Shawel Betru, a 
video editor for ESAT.

 “The political condition in 
Ethiopia is not conducive to a 
free-minded person or a per-
son who has no support what-
soever for the government’s 
policy,” Betru said.

 Working at ESAT is a la-
bor of love for free-flowing 
information, which its found-
ers and employees say is 
nonexistent in their home-
land. The government owns 
the country’s sole Internet 
service provider, according 

to the Committee to Protect 
Journalists.

 Making a living in Ethio-
pia is feasible for someone as 
educated as Betru, who got 
his Ph.D. in international en-
vironmental economics from 
the University of Tokyo. But 
his political beliefs keep him 
in America.

 “The [Ethiopian] govern-
ment’s policy is ‘If you’re not 
with us, you’re against us,’” 
he said.

 Ethiopia is a relatively 
stable African country despite 
famine and two rebel groups 
vying for control. But critics 
of Prime Minister Meles Ze-
nawi say stability comes at the 
cost of shackling free speech. 
ESAT’s goal is to loosen those 
shackles with information.

 “If you don’t get informa-
tion freely, it means you are 
under tyranny,” said Abebe 
Gellaw, a co-founder who 
freelances for the Alexan-

dria Times. “So the free flow 
of information is so power-
ful, any tyrant gets stressed 
out when information is out 
there. What we’re trying to 
do is stress out the tyranni-
cal system by providing criti-
cal information and news and 
analysis that people are other-

wise not allowed to get.”
 And now is the time, Gel-

law said. Revolutions and 
new regimes have come and 
gone, but often Ethiopians did 
not know precisely what they 
wanted — except change, he 

Freedom of information acts

May 23, 2012, 
6PM-8PM
Natural Approaches to 
Cholesterol & Heart Disease

June 14, 2012, 
6PM-8PM
Osteoporosis:  Building Better Bones

Holistic 
Medical Doctors

PHOTO/DaviD SacHS
From left, Mesay Mekonnen, Abebe Gellaw and Shawel Betru dis-
cuss editorial strategy in their newsroom studio on Alexandria’s 
West End.

SEE FreedoM | 9
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Fashion show raises 
awareness of fetal alcohol 
syndrome

By derrick perkinS

 The women walking the 
runway at the National Orga-
nization on Fetal Alcohol Syn-
drome’s weekend fundraiser 
at a private residence along 
the Potomac were doing more 
than trotting out the latest 
fashions; they were showcas-
ing healthy pregnancies.

 There are as many children 
born each year with fetal alco-
hol spectrum disorders as with 
autism, yet fetal alcohol syn-
drome doesn’t garner the same 
awareness — or fundraising 
success — as the brain devel-
opment disorder, said NOFAS 
President Tom Donaldson.

 And, unlike autism, fetal 
alcohol syndrome is com-
pletely preventable.

 “We know alcohol is toxic 
to an unborn human. We know 
it crosses the placenta to the 
blood supply of the embryo 
or fetus, so why take that 
risk?” Donaldson said. “With 
a growing baby that has not 
yet developed the ability to 
metabolize alcohol, it can 
then interfere with that proper 
development. The common 
sense thing is to just take a 
break — take nine months off 
— have a healthy pregnancy 
and then get back to drinking.”

 Though research into the 
effects of alcohol on preg-
nancy didn’t begin in earnest 
until the 1970s, the figures 
Donaldson spells out are 
troubling. About 40,000 chil-
dren annually are born with 
some form of fetal alcohol 
syndrome, which like autism 
presents a range of develop-
mental difficulties. Roughly 
125,000 children are exposed 
to heavy or binge drinking 

before birth each year. 
 Incidents of fetal alcohol 

syndrome tend to jump in com-
munities and cultures more 
accepting of drinking, like 
the vineyard regions of South 
Africa or the native Alaskan 
population. Privacy laws make 
it difficult to study its preva-
lence in the U.S. population, 
Donaldson said, though a 1996 
Institute of Medicine report es-
timates the rate at two cases per 
1,000 live births.

 In Italy, researchers found 
between 3.7 and 7.4 FASD 
children were born per 1,000 
live births in a 2006 study. 
While extreme cases leave 
individuals suffering severe 
mental development problems, 
the other end of the spectrum is 
rife with behavioral or learning 
difficulties, Donaldson said.

 Not that he wants to scare 
anyone. The point isn’t to 
demonize alcohol, he said, 
just raising awareness and 

helping soon-to-be mothers 
make healthy decisions during 
pregnancy. Some women will 
drink through their pregnancy 
and give birth to perfectly 
healthy children — but not all. 

 “The surgeon general for 
over 30 years now has advised 
pregnant women to abstain 
from alcohol, but there are a 

lot of misconceptions,” Don-
aldson said. “People assume 
as long as you drink under a 
certain amount you’re safe. 
With exposure to any toxic 
substance there is always a 
risk. The risk is reduced if 
you reduce the exposure, but 

Maternity Models

v licensed in va, md, and d.c. 
v nvar top producer—2009, 2010, 2011

Phil Cefaratti, MBAPhil Cefaratti, MBA
Quality. Not Quantity.Quality. Not Quantity.

weichert, realtors
old town office
121 north pitt street
alexandria, va 22314

703-371-7601703-371-7601

philcef@verizon.netphilcef@verizon.net
www.philcef.comwww.philcef.com

Please LIKE  
my Facebook  
community page: 
Facebook.com/ 
AlexVARealEstate

OPEN SUNDAY
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

9 Kennedy Street
Alexandria, VA  22305

Let every nation know, 

whether it wishes us  

well or ill, that we shall 

pay any price, bear any 

burden, meet any   

hardship, support any 

friend, oppose  any foe, 

to assure the survival and 

the success of liberty.
      — John F. Kennedy

AlexandriaTimes  5.24.2012.indd   1 5/22/12   11:35:30 AM

SEE Maternity | 10

PHOTO/SuSan Braun
Tamika Sims models stylish maternity wear at the Smart Moms, 
Healthy Babies Fashion Show to benefit the National Organization 
on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome on Sunday.
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 Memorial Day marks the 
opening weekend for barbe-
cue season, but not everyone 
has a grill. Have no fear be-
cause Foster’s Grille is com-
ing to the rescue. 

 The smell of grilled burg-
ers wafts through the air in-
side the 2004 Eisenhower 
Ave. restaurant, and for good 
reason. Foster’s Grille is 
known for its custom-created, 
half-pound charburger, which 
tastes even better with hand-
cut French fries. The burger 
joint also offers chicken, hot 
dogs, wings and fresh salads, 
each customizable with top-

pings and condiments.
 While the charburger rules 

the roost, visitors also swear 
by the turkey burgers, Philly 
cheese-steak sandwiches and 
oven-roasted turkey sand-
wiches. Meanwhile, the veg-
gie gang happily gravitates 
toward the garden burger. 

 “My husband and I fell in 
love with the Foster’s Grille 
food and decided to acquire 
the franchise,” said owner 
Lauren Catts. “While I have 
many favorites on the menu, 
right now I cannot say enough 
good things about how deli-
cious the Philly cheese-steak 

sandwich is. I like it so much 
that I crave the Philly cheese-
steak sandwich.”

 Kids love the eatery for its 
tasty children’s menu which 
features smaller portions of 
hamburgers, hot dogs, grilled 
cheese and fresh chicken fin-
gers. And youngsters love 
to help their parents fin-
ish off the restaurant’s extra 
thick milkshakes and freshly 
squeezed lemonade, which 
serve as perfect complements 
to the main course. There’s 
also beer and wine to quench 
adults’ thirst.

 But the delicious food is 

only one reason diners love 
the restaurant. The Foster’s 
Grille staff happily fills or-
ders and creates a fun envi-
ronment with their cheeriness 
and smiles. They also keep 
the place super clean, mak-
ing the restaurant perfect for 
a family night or a date. And 
sports fans love to drop in and 
catch games on the three flat-
screen TVs.

  The eatery even enhances 
home barbecues with party 
platters and buffalo wings. 
Give the restaurant a call with 
a to-go order and the wings 
platter — or an order of burg-

ers and hot dogs — will be 
ready on arrival. 

 Foster’s Grille not only 
serves some of the best burg-
ers in town, it’s also one of 
the best restaurants in Alex-
andria. Start summer off in 
style with a stop by or order 
from this amazing restaurant. 

  Call 703-519-0055 or go 
to www.fostersgrille.com for 
more information about the 
menu, party platters or the 

Dining for Dollars charitable 
fundraising program.

Start summer off right at Foster’s Grille

Le Refuge
Where you can 
experience the tastes 
and ambiance of a 
paris cafe Without leaving 
the city limits.

Serving Country French Cuisine since 1983

127 N. Washington St.
703.548.4661
WWW.lerefugealexandria.com

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated

Outdoor 
patio open 
lunch and 

dinner!

Happy Hour 
7 Days a Week from 4-7

SpecialS on wingS, draft beer and wine

WWW.AlEXTiMES.COM    April 26, 2012 | 21 

 Give your mom a true 
holiday this Mother’s Day at 
Holiday Inn. The newly reno-
vated hotel at 2460 Eisen-
hower Ave. offers a fantastic 
Mother’s Day brunch with a 
smorgasbord of scrumptious 
selections. 
 “After finishing a $3.5 mil-
lion renovation, the Holiday 
Inn Alexandria is open and 
re-establishing it’s Mother’s 
Day brunch,” hotel manager 
Marlin Keranan said happily. 
“It will be held in the Eisen-
hower ballroom on May 13 
from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 “The buffet features all 
of your buffet favorites and 
some new twists, such as a 
build-your-own Mother’s Day 
angel food cake sundae cor-
ner and a kids’ corner. Bring 
mom, and we will provide the 
champagne and flowers.”
 The Mother’s Day buffet 
boasts favorites like roast-
ed pork loin with rosemary 
sauce, seafood newburg with 
pasta, Mediterranean-style 
chicken and broiled salmon 
with dill sauce. There also is 
a carving station with roast 
beef and honey-baked ham, 

as well as a salad table with 
green salad, pasta salad, and 
marinated mushrooms and ol-
ives.
 The popular egg station in-
cludes omelets made to order. 
As for side dishes, there is ba-
con, sausage, steamed mixed 
vegetables, saffron rice and 
mashed potatoes. But that’s 
not all. The buffet also offers 
various cakes, pies and pas-
tries, plus the build-your-own 
angel food cake corner with 
berries, peaches and whipped 
cream.
 Make Mother’s Day even 

more special by booking a 
room at the Holiday Inn. En-
joy a swim with the family 
after brunch at the recently 
renovated pool. Or book a 
room Saturday night for a 
mini-staycation. After a dip 
in the water, catch a movie at 
The Hoffman AMC Theaters, 
which is right across the street 
from the hotel. 
 The Holiday Inn also has 
a free hotel parking lot. As 
such, after enjoying the boun-
tiful brunch, take the Holiday 
Inn shuttle to Old Town and 
walk around.

 So treat your mother to an 
incredible Mother’s Day at 
the Holiday Inn along Eisen-
hower Avenue. Drop by for 
the delicious brunch or turn 
the day into a weekend affair 
by booking a room. Either 
way, show your mom how 
much she means to you. 

  Bring the $3-off coupon 
from the Alexandria Times 

and get a discount off each 
adult buffet. For more infor-

mation, call 703-960-3400 
or visit www.holidayinn

alexandria.com.
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703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 
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$29.50
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FREE
4:30 - 6:30pm 
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Au Pied de Cochon
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Holiday Inn marks Mother’s Day with bountiful brunch
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Abbey
Adventures

Summer Programs for Boys & Girls

June 11 - July 27, 2012g

40-acre Campus in Washington, DC • Shuttles to Metro • Highly Affordable

Summer  at  St.  Anselm’s  Abbey  School

Get an academic jump start this summer!  Offering Review & Enrichment 
courses in Math, Latin, English, Engineering, Robotics & Programming, and Study Skills

Register early and save!  www.saintanselms.org/summer

 Youth 
Sailing Camp

 Ages 8 - 14
(703) 768-0018

www.saildc.com

Registration now open for 
Vacation Fibre School!

Welcoming children ages 8–12.
Learn to knit, felt, and more!

fibre space™ is a full service
knit & crochet shop located just

five blocks from the King St metro.

102 n. fayette st, alexandria, va 22314
703.664.0344     fibrespace.com

SUMMER CAMP 
DIRECTORY

said.
 Other opportunities came 

and went, but not until the In-
ternet and social media came 
of age has the window been 
so wide open for an informa-
tion revolution.

 But an opportunity doesn’t 
guarantee success. ESAT’s 
website is blocked in Ethio-
pia, and most of its traffic 
comes from emigrants. Just 
as Zenawi silenced Voice 
of America’s broadcasts 
in 2010, his government 
jammed ESAT’s satellite ra-
dio signal three months into 
existence.

 As such, the organiza-
tion uses several shortwave 
radio frequencies to juke 
the regime. If a broadcast 
is jammed Tuesday, ESAT 
changes the frequency by 
Wednesday. 

 It’s a trans-ocean game of 
cat-and-mouse.

 Still, about 85 percent of 
Ethiopians have access to ra-
dio broadcasts, according to 
Gellaw, though that doesn’t 
mean everyone listens. 
ESAT’s primary competition 
is state-run media like the Ad-
dis Zemen newspaper. Rather 
than hire professional jour-

nalists, Zenawi purged the 
staff and plugged party mem-
bers into the newspaper’s top 
posts, said Mohamed Keita, 
advocacy coordinator for the 
Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists’ Africa program. 

 Keita said the newspaper’s 
editorial board intimidates 
the country’s few privately 
owned publications by call-
ing their staff terrorists and 
traitors. The government’s 
sour relationship with the 
press forces Ethiopian pub-
lications like ESAT into a 
catch-22: The government 
rarely speaks with reporters, 
yet labels their news outfit an 
opposition group when they 
file one-sided stories.

 “Ethiopian politics are so 
toxic and polarized,” Keita 
said. “The government per-
ceives them as being pro-
opposition, but it’s because 
when they try to talk to gov-
ernment officials, they don’t 
give them any comments.”

 ESAT is a unique news 
outfit to say the least. Jour-
nalists are charged with ob-
jectively covering, in some 
cases, the Ethiopian regime 
responsible for their persecu-
tion. 

 “That tends to be one of 
the issues with Ethiopia-ex-
iled media,” said Keita, who 

could not speak specifically 
to ESAT because he does 
not read Amharic. “The best 
news organizations strive to 
be balanced as opposed to be-
ing a platform where people 
just vent their anger against 
the regime.”

 Indeed, ESAT radio re-
porter Mesay Mekonnen 
recently spoke with a high-
ranking Ethiopian govern-
ment official only because the 
official mistook the acronym 
for another agency.

 “We try to talk — we want 
to talk — to the government, 
but it is very difficult,” Me-
konnen said. “Most Ethiopi-
ans know this is not accept-
able.”

 But the greatest challenge 
for ESAT’s staff? The very 
people they’re reporting for 
are the hardest to reach.

 “We have created this 
powerful media platform, 
which is a very good thing,” 
Mekonnen said. “But it 
should reach people in Ethio-
pia. It’s for them.”

FreedoM FROM | 6

 Dr. Tammy L. Mann, 
Campagna Center president 
and chief executive officer, 
is joining the National Asso-
ciation for the Education of 
Young Children’s governing 
board next month. 

 She was elected as an at-
large NAEYC board member 
May 17. Mann begins her 
four-year term June 1. 

 Mann’s worked to im-
prove outcomes for children 
and families through early 
childhood education and de-
velopmental programs for 
more than 20 years. She took 
the top job with Alexandria’s 
Campagna Center in 2011. 

 “I am honored to serve … 
at a time when communities 

across the country are fo-
cused in making investments 
in early childhood educa-
tion programs,” she said in a 
statement. “Early childhood 
education must be a vital 
component of every com-
munity’s strategy to support 
school readiness.” 

 NAEYC has worked for 
years to craft standards for 
early childhood education 
programs and establish best 
practices. It’s the oldest orga-
nization dedicated to the field 
in the nation, officials said.

 
-Ana Rampy

Top Campagna Center official 
joins NAEYC



10 | MAY 24, 2012 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Please cut along dotted line

Yes! Send me information about Hermitage of Northern Virginia. 
Mail to: Hermitage of Northern Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22311

Name  _____________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________

City  __________________________________   State  ______  Zip  _________

Telephone  ________________  Email  ___________________________________

EAGLE 
  ACCREDITED
     ORGANIZATION

E
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
al

  A
ss

essm
ent  Guidelines  Leading  tow

ard
  E

xcellen
ce

It’s Your Time. Spend It Wisely.
Time, like money can be an important investment. Invest your time in a lifestyle 
that rewards you each day. At the Hermitage of Northern Virginia you’ll discover 
that time has a special quality all its own—time for spirited conversation, where 
good neighbors become great friends. The Hermitage is an exceptional place, 
combining an active, vibrant lifestyle with access to quality on-site health care.

The care-free lifestyle at Hermitage of Northern 
Virginia offers you time to do all these things...
and more with NO ENTRANCE FEE. Call us at 
703-797-3800 for more information. www.Hermitage-Nova.com

  H
ER

M

ITAGE OF NORTHERN
 VIRG

IN
IA

5
th

0        ANNIVERSARY
             1962-2012

ALEXANDRIATIMES 5.12

edge thanks to Sigethy’s ar-
tistic touch.

 “I’m a nature girl, big 
time,” she said. “And I love 
being outside, and I love be-
ing on the water. That’s where 
my mind and heart are so 

that’s what comes out in the 
art.”

 Sigethy is known as an 
environmental artist. Sim-
ply, she creates green-themed 
pieces out of salvaged materi-
als.

 “I really do get kind of this 
weird satisfaction out of tak-
ing something that was never 

beautiful — the storm doors, 
the shower doors, the plate 
glass windows — and making 
something that is beautiful,” 
Sigethy said.

 Waterfront visitors saw 
her eco-beauty art last spring 
along the waterfront. Sigethy 
was one of many artists who 
helped with the Nest Project, 

Love the hat! 
Where’d you

get it?

Thanks!
I made it.

Make your own.

102 N. Fayette St, Alexandria, VA
703.664.0344    www.fibrespace.com
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you don’t eliminate the risk 
unless you eliminate the ex-
posure completely.”

 Which is why NOFAS’s 
fundraiser featured pregnant 
women modeling spring fash-
ions not far from the Potomac. 
We want to celebrate healthy 
pregnancies, said Alexandria 
resident Kate Boyce Reeder, 
chair of  the organization’s 
board of directors and the 

mother behind the concept.  
 “It’s always difficult to 

raise money for NOFAS and 
we’ve tried various things 
over the years — we’ve had 
dinners, we’ve had recep-
tions — and we just decided 
we wanted to try something 
different and focus on the 
positive message we’re try-
ing to convey,” Reeder said. 
“If women know the risk 
and avoid it, they’re much 
more likely to have a healthy 
baby.”

which featured a variety of 
colorful and intricate nests 
built out of natural, recycled 
and repurposed materials.

 And while her projects 
have a clear environmental 
message, she’s not an in-
your-face activist.

 “I see my role more as 
just informing people, giving 
them some background and 
letting them know what some 
of the issues are and help-
ing to make better choices,” 
Sigethy said.

 This innovative artist has 
all sorts of interesting, local 
resources for her projects. 
She salvages glass from re-
cycle bins lining her Old 
Town neighborhood, particu-
larly blue water bottles from 
her favorite curbside spot 
on Prince Street. She once 
towed a “must-have” piece of 
driftwood with her kayak for 
three hours.

 But sometimes materi-
als find their way to her. Re-
cently a woman brought her 

a box of Waterford Crystal 
that didn’t survive last year’s 
earthquake. 

 For some, it’s a bunch of 
broken glass that could have 
easily ended up in the trash. 
For Sigethy, it’s inspiration for 
a piece that will surely send a 
message about trash, treasure 
and the power of upcycling.

 “I think art throughout 
history has had a role in 
drawing attention to things 
— good and bad — and art-
ists have kind of a role in be-
ing spokesmen for the time,” 
Sigethy said. “I want to make 
things that are environmen-
tally friendly because I care 
about that.”

You can find Alison Sigethy 
working most days in Studio 
307 at the Torpedo Factory. 

Be sure to check out our 
video tour of her studio
and look at some of her

favorite works at
www.alextimes.com.
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Higher Level
Barbershop

Adults $15 • Kids $10
(with coupon - no exceptions - up to a 40% Value)

MarcH - May

Razor Line & Black Ice Spray
Available upon request at additional fee

SaLon Service avaiLabLe upon requeSt

3223 Duke st., suite B3, alexandria, Va 22314
571-257-0577 • tuesday 9-7 & saturday 8-4

Come 1, Come All

915 King Street   703-684-1435 

20% OFF 
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(except rugs) 

Exp 6/30    AT524

Brides, Dads, and 

Grads – Oh My!   

 
instant 

digital 

printing 

too!

Located in the Bradlee Shopping Center
3620 King St, Alexandria, VA | Tel: (703) 998-5888

Your source for fine art and custom framing
(formerly “All Around Art”)

25%
off 1 custom
framing item

20%
off canvas 

printing

50%
off 2 or more 

custom 
framing items
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610 MADISON STREET, SUITE 100, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA

First time clients receive 15% OFF Services!

We sell 
J Beverly Hills 
and Kerastase 

products

Lulu Sage is an upscale salon–a comfortable, approachable 
environment for you to relax and be pampered.

Bishop Boutique 
offers a unique 
selection of  shoes, 
handbags, accessories 
and seasonal flair!

30% OFF Select Styles

815B King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
571.312.0042 • www.bishopboutique.com

Memorial Day Special

Lee Design & Interiors
1020 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703-683-7013

Full Service Interior Design 
Call or come by to set up a consultation.
Mon-Sat 10-6 • Sunday 12-6

www.leedesignandinteriors.com

At our results-oriented studio, we use positive methodologies and 
proven biomechanical techniques to safely and effectively train, 
motivate and educate clients.

FitOne – evolving fitness

814 N. Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703.548.2223 • www.fitonestudio.com
 

 A few lucky Lane El-
ementary School parents 
learned the importance 
of clean writing courtesy 
of Eisenhower Avenue’s 
Maid Brigade.

 The Alexandria-based 
cleaning service com-
pany partnered with the 
Franconia school for its 
second Mother’s Day 
essay contest. Fifth- and 
sixth-grade students were 

asked to write why their 
parent should be named 
king or queen of clean.

 Winners earned their 
parents a free house 
cleaning. Second-place 
finishers received $100 
gift certificates while 
third-place finishers got 
$50 certificates. The 
homeroom teacher of 
each winner also re-
ceived a $100 Maid Bri-

gade certificate.
 The contest was con-

ducted in cooperation 
with the school’s PTA. 
Company officials say 
the program strengthens 
“family-school partner-
ships” and highlights 
Maid Brigade’s commit-
ment to the community. 

-Ana Rampy

 Bishop Boutique de-
voted 20 percent of its 
sales Saturday to the 
Campagna Center, an 
organization dedicated 
to providing early child-
hood developmental and 
educational programs.  

 Owner Kelly Ferenc, 
a member of the Junior 
Friends of the Campagna 
Center that provides fun-
draising and volunteer 

support, said the sale was 
“an amazing way to sup-
port the Campagna Cen-
ter.” She chose the center 
because of the organiza-
tion’s educational aspect 
and the fact that it’s a lo-
cal nonprofit. Ferenc may 
organize another event in 
the future. 

 Since the center 
doesn’t request sponsor-
ships, organization offi-

cials said sponsors have 
to approach the nonprofit 
and offer to hold events. 

 “I don’t think we got 
any sponsors last year,” a 
center spokesperson said. 
“We’re very grateful for 
this … event.”

- Ana Rampy

 Alexandria’s top pro-
moters unveiled a re-
vamped visitalexandriava.
com earlier this month in 
hopes of luring newcom-
ers and past visitors to the 
Port City.   

 More than just show-
case the city’s destinations, 
officials with Alexandria 
Convention and Visitors 
Association wanted the re-
designed website to boost 

engagement with poten-
tial travelers. Among the 
new features, restaurant 
and hotel company Twitter 
feeds are incorporated into 
the site as are user gener-
ated reviews on third-party 
sites like Yelp.  

 “We think the new 
website has a more con-
temporary feeling to it — it 
has a lot more [visitor] en-
gagement,” said Stephanie 

Pace Brown, ACVA chief 
executive officer. “Our 
job is to convince people 
to come to the city and the 
more engagement we can 
give them, the more inter-
esting the website is, the 
more we can satisfy their 
information needs, the 
closer we get to closing the 
deal with them.”

 ACVA released the 
new website, which cost 

the partially city-fund-
ed organization about 
$75,000, during its annual 
tourism summit. Officials 
estimate tourists spend 
$650 million in Alexan-
dria annually and gener-
ate about $22.4 million in 
taxes.

- Derrick Perkins

Clean copy nets complimentary maid service 
for area students

Bishop Boutique gives back to the community

Tourism arm reaches further with website redesign
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Titans top Raiders  
on penalty kicks  
to advance in  
Northern Region tourney  

By derrick perkinS

 
 After nearly three hours 

of gritty, physical play in the 
opening round of the North-
ern Region tournament, the 
T.C. Williams Titans’ sea-
son balanced on the foot of 
Kelvin Marin-Solis and the 
hands of Nick Braun.

 With the score tied at 
1-1 — and having put four 
five-minute overtime periods 
behind them — advancing 
to the second round of the 
regional tournament meant 

outshooting J.E.B. Stuart in 
penalty kicks. 

 Though T.C. had the first 
chance to score, senior Manu-
el Benites’ opening shot went 
wide and rebounded off the 
post. Given the same chance, 
Raiders junior Christhian 
Santos didn’t miss.

 For the first time, the Ti-
tans were on the losing side 
of the count. That is, until se-
nior Alex Mansaray shot one 
past Stuart’s goalkeeper to 
even matters up once again.

 And then it was back to 
Braun, beaten once during 
regulation and once in pen-
alty kicks. This time he stood 
firm, launching sideways 
across the net to stonewall 

the Raiders’ Griffith Miles. 
 “I was just thinking back 

to what we’ve done in prac-
tice,” Braun said. “I didn’t 
see anything –— I mean my 
eyes were open –— but I was 
just executing what we’ve 
done in practice.”

 And then the senior did it 
again, leaping to his left to 
keep out another screaming 
shot and give his teammates 
some breathing room. 

 Meanwhile the Titans’ 
Abdel Al Nimiry and Mau-
ricio Salvatierra connected 
on their attempts to give T.C. 
the advantage. While Braun 
would give up one more to 
the Raiders, Marin-Solis 
clinched the tournament 

opening game with a nimble 
shot. 

 “I knew something like 
this was going to happen [this 
season],” the senior captain 
said. “I just wanted to make 
sure I stepped up. … As soon 
as I let the ball go, I knew I 
got it right.”

 Seconds later screaming 
fans and teammates con-
verged on Marin-Solis as the 
Raiders fell to their knees 
on the soft turf of Parker 
Gray Memorial Stadium. The 
Raiders, a fourth seed head-
ing into the game, were out; 
the Titans lived to see anoth-
er day. 

SEE titanS | 13

Saints celebrate twin 
championships

 St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes successful lacrosse 
programs grew a little more 
illustrious this past weekend 
with state championship title 
clinching wins by the boys 
and girls squads.

 Led by seniors Grant 
Swaney and Brent Arm-
strong, the boys team cruised 
past Blue Ridge for a 7-4 
victory, securing the team’s 
second Virginia Indepen-
dent Schools Athletic Asso-
ciation trophy in three years. 
Swaney left the field with 
three goals, Armstrong with 
one and three assists. 

 A day later, the girls in 
green –— still basking in the 
glow of winning coach Kathy 
Jenkin’s 600th career victory 
earlier this season –— beat 
out backyard rival Bishop 
Ireton for their sixth consecu-
tive VISAA title. Junior Car-
ly Reed and senior Michele 
Phillips combined for nine 
goals in the 15-4 rout. 

 The boys championship 
game was held in Charlottes-
ville while the girls finished 
their season at Old Domin-
ion University.

T.C. Williams 
TiTans

Overall Record: 9-13
Conference Record: 5-9

lasT Week
May 16 vs. Annandale W, 

7-0
May 17 at West Springfield 

L, 12-1
UpComing

DQ from Playoffs

Bishop ireTon 
Cardinals

Overall Record: 14-14
Conference Record: 6-10

lasT Week
May 18 at Paul VI 

Catholic L, 5-1
UpComing 

DQ from Playoffs

around the 
BaSeS

After four overtimes, T.C. nabs victory
SportS

PHOTO/SuSan Braun
T.C. Williams’ Momodu Jalloh, right, and Alex Mansaray anticipate the ball as it comes their way Tuesday during the opening round of 
the Northern Region tournament. The Titans won 4-2 on penalty kicks.
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Potomac Belle Yacht Charters

Located at the Alexandria City Docks

703-868-5566 • www.potomacbelle.com

A Private Yacht for all Occasions!

 The emotional victory 
came just days after the Ti-
tans’ last stunning win, in 
which they secured the Pa-
triot District title with a 2-1 
drubbing of Lake Braddock. 
Coach Martin Nickley reject-
ed any notion his squad suf-
fered from a post-title hang-
over against a team they put 
away 2-0 during the regular 
season.

 The Raiders, he said, 
played well. The Titans just 
played better.

 “When you’re going up 

against a goalkeeper the quality 
of theirs, you’re not necessar-
ily going to put them all away,” 
Nickley said. “We had some 
opportunities … their whole 
defense closed down a lot of the 
things we wanted to do.”

 Though Mansaray scored 
with 17 minutes left in the 
second half, missed opportu-
nities steadily stacked up for 
the Titans. While the action 
was firmly fixed on the Raid-
ers’ half of the field through-
out, T.C. kept coming up 
empty handed. 

 Nickley described the 
win as a tribute to the men-
tal toughness of his players. 

While they’re not talking 
about a state championship 
yet, the team already is part 
of an exclusive group in the 
school’s soccer program as 
far as Nickley’s concerned.

 “You can have a tremen-
dous season, but it’s so dif-
ficult to win that champion-
ship,” he said. “This team has 
set themselves up in an elite 
group.”

 T.C. faces No. 8-seed 
Langley at home today in the 
second round of the regional 
tournament. Securing a berth 
in the state tournament means 
reaching the title round of the 
regional bracket.

titanS FROM | 12
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By jordan WriGht

 Dial back to the 1980s and 
Venice Beach. It’s the days be-
fore Auto-Tune singers and ear 
buds, a simpler time when lis-
tening to music meant cassette 
tapes and a boom box the size of 
carry-on luggage.

 Scrunch a pair of leg warm-
ers over your roller skates (in-
lines had yet to be invented) 
and channel your inner Olivia 
Newton-John or John Travolta. 
Remember that now-maligned 
era of disco fever and mirrored 
balls, when dancing to Donna 
Summer fast-tracked your life? 
Well, it’s back with the pop 
musical “Xanadu” to the tune 
of 14 huge hits like “I’m Alive, 

Evil Woman,” “Strange Mag-
ic,” “Suddenly” and “Have You 
Never Been Mellow.”

 In a mix-and-match of muses, 
roller disco and a World War II 
female quartet, Sonny and Kira 
fall in love. That’s the easy part. 
The musical’s plot tosses in ev-
erything but the kitchen sink and 
throws out more wacky punch 
lines than “Laugh-In.” 

 But it’s the electrifying, feel-
good musical score by compos-
ers Jeff Lynne and John Farrar 
holding it all together when 
mythical gods and goddesses 
conspire and partyers in silver 
Lurex and platform heels camp 
it up on a stage designed to send 
skaters sailing straight through 
the aisles. Misha Kachman’s 

set, complete with a soaring cat-
walk and palm trees silhouetted 
against an amber sunset, fea-
tures a larger-than-life backdrop 
to this eponymously titled send-
up of the 1980 cult classic film.

 Sonny Malone is an untal-
ented sidewalk chalk artist who 
can’t even conjure a compelling 
suicide note. In the midst of his 
desperation he meets Kira — 
aka Ckui, a Grecian muse — on 
the Santa Monica Pier. She vows 
to help the disconsolate Sonny 
become successful. But follow-
ing her father Zeus edict to all 
muses means not falling in love 
with a mortal.

       

Scene around toWn

Oh my gods!
‘Xanadu’ 

opens 
with ’80s 

flare 
at Signature 

Theatre

now to december 31

MaRSHaLL HouSE IncIDEnT 
EXHIBITIon The deaths of Union 
Col. Elmer Ellsworth and secessionist 
James Jackson at the Marshall House 
Hotel along King Street during the 
Federal occupation of Alexandria on 
May 24, 1861, stirred patriotic fervor 
in the north and south. This exhibit at 
Fort Ward features objects from the 
museum collection — like a star from 
the flag flown over Marshall House 
and loan items from the Mary Custis 
Lee chapter of the Daughters of the 
Confederacy — to tell this notable 
story about the event that launched 
the Civil War in Alexandria. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or  
www.fortward.org

occuPIED cITy: LIFE In 
cIVIL WaR aLEXanDRIa 
EXHIBITIon This exhibition exam-
ines life in an American town seized 
and held by its federal government, 
following Virginia’s decision to secede 
from the Union in May 1861. Explore 
the experiences of Alexandrians and 
others who lived here during this 
tumultuous time through their words, 
as well as period photographs and 
collections items. Suggested admis-
sion is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or 
www.alexandriahistory.org

May 24

cIVIL WaR 150TH concERT 
Enjoy an evening concert of songs 
from the Civil War era by the Washing-
ton Revels Heritage Voices. The Office 
of Historic Alexandria, in recognition 
of the Civil War Sesquicentennial, 
will sponsor this free program. The 
Washington Revels’ repertoire of 
Civil War music includes military and 
patriotic songs, African-American 
spirituals, and popular folk tunes from 
the period.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or 
www.fortward.org

WoRLD SHoRT SToRy 
DIScuSSIon GRouP The 
group will discuss stories from 
“Other Voices, Other Vistas,” edited 
by Barbara Solomon. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Location: Ellen Coolidge Burke 
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Sonny (Charlie Brady), center, goes 1980s glam rock in “Xanadu,” which runs through July 1, at Signature Theatre.
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Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-1704

May 25

IncLuSIVE coMMunITy 
PLayGRouP Children learn valu-
able social skills and improve their 
developmental skills through play. 
Parents and caregivers will join their 
child in stimulating activities that re-
inforce physical, cognitive and social 
development. The playgroup is free.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Cora Kelly Recreation 
Center, 25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: Contact Deatrice Wil-
liams at 703-746-3430 or deatrice.
williams@alexandriava.gov

TaKE 25 In honor of National Miss-
ing Child Day, bring children to the 
library and learn about ways to stay 
safe. Alexandria police will be present 
to create child ID kits.
Time: Noon to 5:30 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. 
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

May 26

oLD ToWn FaRMERS MaR-
KET The market includes local dairy, 
fish, fruits and vegetables. There is 
free parking in the garage during 
market hours. 
Time: 5:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square,
301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

FouRTH annuaL yaRD SaLE 
The fourth annual Yard Sale at Del 
Ray Artisans is a fundraiser that helps 
keep the fantastic gallery running 
smoothly. The event is free.
Time: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans’ gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.thedelrayarti-
sans.org/yardsale

MEaGHan MouTFoRD The 
local author is edible crafts editor 
for CraftGossip.com, creator of the 
popular blog, The Decorated Cookie, 
and author of “SUGARLICIOUS: 50 
Cute and Clever Treats for Every Oc-
casion.” Meaghan Mountford will host 
an event at The Sugar Cube.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: The Sugar Cube, 1218 
King St.
Information: www.sugar-
cubesweets.com

cuRaToR’S cHaT Aviation cura-
tor Ben Kristy will talk about Marine 
Corps aviation. The event is free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: National Museum of the 
Marine Corps, 18900 Jefferson Davis 
Highway
Information: 703-784-6116 or 
www.usmcmuseum.org

MaSTER VInyaSa yoGa 
cLaSS Guest teacher Jonathan 
Miles will lead this class, which costs 
$20 if preregistered. 
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: 532Yoga, 532 N. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.532yoga.com or 
703-209-0049

ERIc RoBERSon The R&B 
and soul singer-writer has received 
Grammy Award nominations the past 
two years. Eric Roberson, also known 
as “Erro,” released the album “Mister 
Nice Guy” late last year. Tickets are 
$35.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

May 27

aLEXanDRIa RunnInG FES-
TIVaL There will be a half-marathon 
and 5K through the Holmes Run and 
Ben Brenmen Park area.
Time: 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Eisenhower Valley
Information: Contact Nicholas 
Penebianco at 301-807-8529 or 
president@mc.coop.org

cIVIL WaR SunDay Explore 
the Civil War in Alexandria with 
Civil War Sundays, a showcase of an 
original May 26, 1861, edition New 
York Tribune detailing Col. Elmer 
Ellsworth’s death in Alexandria; a 
Peeps diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s 
death; a TimeTravelers Passport ex-
hibit featuring the Civil War drummer 
boy; a diorama of a heating system 
constructed in Alexandria to warm 
Civil War hospital tents during the 
winter of 1861; a cocked-and-loaded 
Wickham musket discarded in a privy 
during the 1860s; and an exhibit on 
the Lee Street site during the Civil 
War. The event is free.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

1964 THE TRIBuTE This critically 
acclaimed group is a tribute band to 
The Beatles and has been perform-
ing since the early 1980s. Tickets 
are $35.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 
or www.birchmere.com

May 28

cITy oFFIcES cLoSED The city 
will close city offices for the Memorial 
Day holiday.
Time: 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

cITy oF aLEXanDRIa MEMo-
RIaL Day cEREMony The 
program includes reading the names 
of the 67 heroes, a tribute to Capt. 
Rocky Versace written by Col. James 
N. Rowe, guest speakers, a wreath-
laying, playing of “Taps” and singing 
of “God Bless America.” The Capt. 
Rocky Versace Plaza and Vietnam Vet-
erans’ Memorial is dedicated to Ver-
sace and the 66 other local men who 
made the ultimate sacrifice during the 
Vietnam War. The event is free.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: Email FoRV59@gmail.
com

35TH annuaL MEMoRIaL 
Day JaZZ FESTIVaL This festival 
commemorates Memorial Day and 
features performances by various jazz 
groups. There also will be food and 
beverage sales. The event is free.
Time: 1 to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park,
1 Prince St.
Information: 703-746-5418

May 30

LocaL auTHoR: cHET naGLE 
Local author Chet Nagle will discuss 
his two suspense novels, which take 
place in the Middle East.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. 
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

May 31

REcEPTIon: InTERnaTIon-
aLLy JuRIED TEa EXHIBIT For 
The Art League’s first internationally 
juried exhibition, Tea, 200 ceramic 
artists from the United States and 
Canada submitted various wares 
associated with the ritual of drinking, 
serving and presenting tea. Juror 
John Neely, a ceramic artist as well 
as professor of art in ceramics and 
assistant department head at Utah 
State University, selected 47 pieces 
created by 33 artists.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Art League Gallery, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-683-1780 or 
www.theartleague.org

REcEPTIon: 14TH BIEnnIaL 
IKEBana SHoW Art and nature 
come together as The Art League 
welcomes back the Washington, D.C., 
branch of The Sogestu School for the 
14th Biennial Ikebana Show. Recog-
nized as a sculptural form of art, ike-
bana, the art of Japanese flower ar-
ranging, has more than 300 schools 
of thought. The reception includes a 
performance by the Washington Toho 
Koto Ensemble. This popular exhibit 
runs from May 31 to June 3.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Art League Gallery, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-683-1780 or 
www.theartleague.org

june 1 

oPEnInG REcEPTIon: aRT 
on THE EDGE This all-D.C. area 
art show breaks boundaries, daring 
artists to go beyond the fringe to 
explore edges of the unfamiliar and 
celebrate the journey. The free exhibit 
runs through June 24.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-838-4827 or 
www.thedelrayartisans.org

june 2

aLEXanDRIa aRT MaRKET 
Alexandria’s art market, in its third 
season, features amazing artwork, 
multicultural performances and yum-
my food. The original artwork — from 
more than 25 artists — will be on sale 
and includes paintings, photography, 
pottery, jewelry and glasswork. The 

event is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Nicholas A. Colasanto 
Park, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: Contact Kimberley 
Bush at 703-627-7656 or artmarket@
thedelrayartisans.org.

20TH aLEXanDRIa aRME-
nIan FESTIVaL The festival 
provides an opportunity to share 
Armenian culture with the local com-
munity through traditional food and 
entertainment. Funds raised will be 
used for charitable projects in Arme-
nia. The event is free.

Time: 1 to 6 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 
301 King St.
Information: Contact Jake 
Bournazian at 202-586-5562 or 
jbournazian@verizon.net

SouTHSIDE JoHnny anD 
THE aSBuRy JuKES The Jersey 
Shore music group has been record-
ing albums since the mid-’70s. Led by 
Southside Johnny, the band has fea-
tured some famous names through 
its run, like Jon Bon Jovi. Southside 

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR 
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMESSTARTS FRIDAY, MAY 25
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Johnny and the Asbury Jukes’ latest 
album was 
“Pills and Ammo.” Tickets are 
$39.50.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

june 4

PaRTnERS In aRT GRouP 
Looking for a chance to get together 
with creative people, discuss art and 
exchange ideas? Join a meeting of 
the Del Ray Artisans’ cooperatively 
led Partners in Art group. Guests 
may find the group engaged in a 
creativity exercise, enjoying a short 
demonstration or in a lively art-
related discussion. Free and open to 
the public.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: Contact Millie Mateu 
at globaleducationsolutions@gmail.
com or Katherine Rand at
katherine@katherinerand.com

JEFFERSon-HouSTon 
PRoJEcT MEETInG This com-
munity meeting will discuss concept 
plans for the new Jefferson-Houston 
School. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Jefferson-Houston El-
ementary School, 1501 Cameron St.
Information: Contact Kelly Alexan-
der at 703-824-6635

june 5

aLan DoyLE Anyone who has 
seen a Great Big Sea show has al-
ready been convinced of Alan Doyle’s 
presence and passion on stage. His 
dedication to serving the song will 
be equally evident in presenting Boy 
On Bridge on stage. Ably backed by 
a crack four-piece band of talented 
multi-instrumentalists, Doyle’s show 
will feature new material, Great Big 
Sea fan favorites and an unexpected 
turn or two. Tickets are $25.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

june 6

aMERIca This folk rock band en-
joyed its greatest success during the 
1970s, winning a Grammy Award for 

Best New Artist in ’72. The band has 
many well-known hits like “A Horse 
With No Name” and “Sister Golden 
Hair.” Tickets are $69.50.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

june 7

PaWS To REaD — KIDS 
REaD To DoGS Kids, in first 
through sixth grades, can sign up for 
a 15-minute slot to read to a pal. The 
event is free.
Time: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. 
Central Library, 5005 Duke St. 
Information: 703-746-1702x5

LEo KoTTKE The acoustic guitar-
ist has released more than 20 studio 
albums and is known for his finger-
picking style. Leo Kottke’s last album 
was a collaboration recording with 
Mike Gordon called “Sixty Six Steps.” 
Tickets are $35.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

june 8

JonaTHan couLTon BanD 
A self-described geek, Jonathan 
Coulton left his job writing software 
in 2005 to pursue music. His most 
popular songs are “Code Monkey,” 
“Still Alive” and “What You Gone.” 
Tickets are $29.50
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

june 9

FILM ScREEnInG: ‘Ban-
ISHED’ This film, “Banished: An 
Investigation into Ethnic Cleansing in 
Post-Reconstruction America,” follows 
Marco Williams, award-winning film-
maker of “Two Towns of Jasper,” who 
visits some of the whitest counties in 
the country to confront the legacy of 
banishment — a wave of racial purg-
ing that tore through the South 100 
years ago. Williams sits down with Ku 
Klux Klan leaders, white residents of 
these all-white communities and de-
scendants of the banished, opening 
the wounds of history. This screening 
is part of Movies with a Mission, a se-
ries of free films about Africa and the 
African diaspora that seek to inform 
and inspire dialogue. Discussion will 
follow the film. 
Time: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356 or 
alexandriava.gov/blackhistory

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

The Woman in Black        6/1 - 6/23
This late-night ghost story will transpor t you to a 
small town in Scotland with a haunting tale. Following 
the death of  Mrs. Drablow, a young attorney travels 
to a small remote village to represent his firm at her 
funeral and settle her affairs. While there, he hears of  
a menacing spectre that haunts the small town.  
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Our Services
•	 	FREE	48-hour	turn	around	diagnostics	
•	 	IT	support	and	consulting
•	 	Remote	support
•	 	Network	set	up
•	 	Data	recovery
•	 	Mac	support
•	 	Microsoft	Certified	Technicians

1026 King St. Alexandria, VA 22314
571.970.4585  info@nanotechcomputers.net
www.nanotechcomputers.net

Our Memorial Day Special Free Tune until the end of the month

Bummer, right? In all of the 
great Greek tragedies the in-
fighting muses have an ax to 
grind — and this one’s got 
Kira’s name written all over it.

 As in the original Broad-
way production, a cast of nine 
handles about 25 roles. Are 
they up to it? “True dat!” as 
the slang-prone muses say.

 Credit costume designer 
Kathleen Geldard and a ward-
robe mistress as speedy as 
Mercury. They manage some 
lightning-quick wardrobe 
changes as the cast goes from 
diaphanous togas to skintight 
spandex and back again.

 Hunky actor Charlie Brady 

plays Sonny to adorable Erin 
Weaver’s Kira. Weaver is ut-
terly winsome and creates 
a force field all her own, 
breathing mega-energy into 
the familiar plot.

 The script has plenty of au-
dience-conscious lines.  When 
Kira asks her former boyfriend, 
real estate tycoon Danny Ma-
guire (played by Harry A. 
Winter), to let them turn his 
old theater into a roller disco, 
he agrees by saying, “Nothing 
turns around a crappy neigh-
borhood like the arts.”  

 Knowing laughs spout 
from the Shirlington audi-
ence who remember when the 
theater was an auto shop. But 
the line of the night goes to 
Hermes, played with perfect 

comedic timing by Nickolas 
Vaughan. When Kira asks 
him, “Why does Zeus ac-
cuse me?” he cracks, “Bitch, 
I don’t know your life!”

 Sherri Edelen (Calliope/
Aphrodite), who recently ap-
peared in Signature’s multi-
awarded “Hairspray,” is a riot 
as is Nova Y. Payton (Mel-
pomene/Medusa), whose rich 
voice and sass put the show in 
the memorable evening” cat-
egory.

“Xanadu” runs through 
July 1 at Signature Theatre 
(Shirlington Village), 4200 

Campbell Ave. Arlington. For 
tickets and information, call 
703-820-9771 or visit www.

signature-theatre.org.

Xanadu FROM | 14

Get the summer off to a hot start 
with the Ultimate Party Rock Band

 Over 21 

Admitted

FREE

Let’s PartyLet’s Party

Space is limited 
so do not be late

Friday June 1, 2012
8:00PM to 11:00PM

The RejectionsThe Rejections
At the Holiday Inn

Alexandria SW

At Hoffman Town Center
2460 Eisenhower Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 960-3400
www.holidayinnalexandria.com

MBHomefinder

Sales by:

*Limited time offer on select 
units only.   See sales manager.

CLOSING COSTS 

PAID

Open Sat & Sun 12pm - 3pm!
1 Bedroom’s from $259,900  
2 Bedroom’s from $354,900

6301 Edsall Road, Alexandria, VA 22312 
703.539.5293 | TheIsabellaAlexandria.com
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our view
A pause in the midst 
of our busy lives

 This weekend, Americans from Virginia Beach 
to San Diego will fire up their grills, gather with 
friends, attend music festivals and head to seasonal 
openings of their local swimming pools. Late May 
is a time for blooming gardens, fresh, fragrant 
strawberries, final exams and graduations. It is also 
when we set aside one day, the last Monday in the 
month, to remember soldiers who fought and died 
in America’s many wars.

 It’s a strange juxtaposition: The time of year 
when the earth is absolutely bursting with life is 
the time when we choose to honor those who died 
valiantly in our defense. Memorial Day ceremonies 
are solemn gatherings, with American flags deco-
rating graves, speeches from veterans who remem-
ber the fallen, and always, the melancholy playing 
of “Taps.”

 Memorial Day seems more important this year 
given that thousands of young Americans have died 
fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq during the past 10 
years. It also has a special resonance in Alexandria, 
where, given our proximity to the Pentagon, we 
have many families that have been impacted by 
service in the wars.

 The day seems particularly relevant as Ameri-
can society seems to sink deeper into division. 
Political divides combine with indifference to that 
which doesn’t directly affect us to create an espe-
cially toxic mix. 

 And yet, so much more unites than divides us. 
Memorial Day is a reminder that first and fore-
most, we are Americans. We stand together on this 
day to remember those who died for our freedom. 
We have a shared stake in our democratic institu-
tions and remarkable individual liberty. We have a 
shared investment in our country’s history — the 
glorious aspects, like liberating Europe from Hitler, 
as well as the repugnance of slavery. 

 We also are united as Alexandrians. Our city has 
distinct neighborhoods with unique characteristics, 
yet we come together for parades and volunteer 
days. We are a community where liberals and con-
servatives sit side by side in houses of worship and 
at charity fundraisers. A place where poor children 
at the Boys and Girls Club do service projects to 
help others in the community.

 As Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. said on Memo-
rial Day in 1884, “Every year — in the full tide of 
spring, at the height of the symphony of flowers and 
love and life — there comes a pause, and through 
the silence we hear the lonely pipe of death.”

 As we head to the pool or gather with friends 
this weekend, it’s important to remember this isn’t 
just a three-day weekend. Monday is a day to give 
thanks to those who fought and died for our coun-
try — and to remember that lonely pipe of death in 
the midst of spring’s abundant life.

opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

To the editor:
 Based on the city’s approval 
of the Beauregard redevelop-
ment plan, we can expect the 
continued forced exodus of at 
least 5,000 low- and moderate-
income people from Alexandria. 
We have the city proclaiming 
its commitment to diversity, but 
city actions will result in the 
forced displacement of its most 
diverse area — full of African- 
American, African, Latino and 
Muslim residents. Most are 
likely to move without city in-
tervention.
 Despite banner headlines 
proclaiming 800 units of com-

mitted affordable housing units, 
the reality is starkly different. It 
is two to three years out before 
even one unit of dedicated af-
fordable housing will be avail-
able. 
 The affordable units prom-
ised by the plan will not be 
available in time to prevent 
mass displacement of West End 
residents. Close to 75 percent of 
the affordable and work force 
units envisioned in this plan 
will not be available until 2020 
or 2028 or later. It is hard to pin 
down when these units will ac-
tually be available because the 
language approved by the city 

council is so vague. Developers’ 
contributions and commitments 
to housing are conditioned by 
vague or non-committal phrases 
like: “may” and “depending on 
market forces,” or “preliminary 
target” and “shall negotiate in 
good faith.”
 Even at this late moment, the 
city can preserve the unique and 
vibrant community that makes 
up the neighborhood. The city 
and the developer can do the 
right thing and roll back rents to 
2009 or 2010 levels when all of 
the apartments were considered 

Still time to save West End’s diversity

SEE diverSity | 20
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To the editor:
 The headline says it all. 
That’s the response nearly 
30 Alexandria residents liv-
ing on a street adjacent to 
the playing fields at Patrick 
Henry Elementary School 
received when they contact-
ed Alexandria City Public 
Schools security to complain 
about the illegal use of said 
playing fields.
 You probably don’t know 
this about the fields; I didn’t 
either until I began to look 
into these residents’ com-
plaints. Those playing fields 
are strictly for the use of Pat-
rick Henry students and fac-
ulty as well as various youth 
athletic programs that have 
obtained permits to utilize the 
surface. For all intents and 
purposes, no adult is ever to 
use the playing fields in an 
organized manner — for ex-
ample, for soccer games.
 When the temperature and 
weather is suitable to being 
outside for extended periods 

of time, head over to the ath-
letic fields at Patrick Henry 
and witness a criminal act 
committed en masse. You’ll 
see a group of men and wom-
en, from 20 large to nearly 
100 large engaging in orga-
nized soccer matches until the 
moon’s light just isn’t enough 
to see the ball.
 The question could … nay, 
would, be asked: Who cares? 
Why get in the way of people 
who are exercising and hav-
ing fun? Every question de-
serves an answer.
 Only one side of this street 
allows parking and it’s not 
the field side, it’s the side oc-
cupied by homes of Alexan-
drians who have lived in the 
area on average 30 or more 
years. When these games 
(every weekday night and all 
day on the weekends) are in 
progress, every street parking 
space is taken by individuals 
who shouldn’t even be there. 
Driveways are periodically 
blocked, and the players are 

often loitering on the side-
walks in front of homeown-
ers smoking cigarettes. I have 
personally seen cars stop in 
the middle of an already tight 
street for up to 15 minutes 
while drivers chat with play-
ers or spectators.

 Now these criminal acts 
alone probably don’t warrant 
a letter to the editor, but the 
response from the Alexandria 
Police Department and more 
importantly school security, 
which has jurisdiction, does.

 ACPS security says sim-
ply, “We don’t own the prob-
lem.” As in, we didn’t cause 
this so we’re not going to 
try and fix it. Up until about 
a month ago, school security 
would recognize the com-
plaint and proceed to vacate 
the field as soon as pos-
sible, but not now because it 
doesn’t “own the problem” … 
anymore.
 Alexandria police have 
stopped showing up, primar-
ily because they do in fact 
have more important things 
to do. Their assessment is if 
ACPS isn’t doing anything 
about it, they’d rather be out 
catching killers and such. I 
don’t blame them.
 A few homes on this par-
ticular street are now for sale; 
I’ve spoken with those home-
owners and asked if they 
believe the incessant shout-
ing, drinking and smoking 
is negatively affecting their 
Sunday open houses. Shock-
ingly, they say yes. I know I 

sure wouldn’t want to spend 
a minimum of $500,000 on 
a home in the line of fire of 
such lawlessness and vagran-
cy.
 Attempts to obtain a quote, 
comment or explanation from 
ACPS security during normal 
working hours and after hours 
was met with silence. When I 
contacted Kelly Alexander, 
the director of communica-
tions and public relations, as 
well as Dr. Madye Henson, 
deputy superintendent and 
director of student support 
and institutional advance-
ment, neither had any clue of 
the problem (not surprising) 
or knew anything about the 
rules as they pertain to ACPS 
school grounds, which is al-
most equally as shocking.
 So, if this problem isn’t 
owned by ACPS…who owns it?

-Scott Gordon
Alexandria

‘We don’t own the problem’ on Patrick Henry playing fields

Waterfront plan will improve Potomac River pollution
 Over the last week, me-
dia and activists have tried 
to use an environmental 
group’s ranking of the Po-
tomac as “America’s No. 
1 Endangered River” as 
evidence against the city’s 
waterfront redevelopment 
plan. To set the 
record straight: 
The waterfront 
plan comprehen-
sively addresses 
major threats to 
the health of the 
Potomac River. 
In fact, each 
major initiative 
will substantially 
reduce — not 
increase — neg-
ative impacts on the environ-
ment.
 The proposal combines 
government action with pri-
vate development require-
ments to significantly reduce 

pollution caused by storm-
water runoff and improve the 
quality of the water entering 
the Potomac.
 Just in the waterfront’s 
core area, from Robinson 
Terminal North to Robinson 
Terminal South, 8.75 acres 

of riverfront land 
will see major 
improvements in 
how stormwa-
ter is handled. 
Here’s how.
 The plan 
turns pavement 
into parks. The 
Strand park-
ing lot, which is 
more than an acre 
of asphalt, drains 

directly into the Potomac. 
The plan calls for a park 
with much less pavement 
and improved stormwater 
handling to replace this lot. 
The plan also calls for the 

last block of Prince Street, 
as well as a small portion of 
Wolfe Street, to become park 
space. In the long term, and 
through negotiation with the 
Old Dominion Boat Club, 
the plan calls for the club’s 
parking lot to become a park.
 Today, the three main de-
velopment sites are entirely 
covered by pavement or a 
building. Rainfall on these 
properties can quickly find 
its way into the Potomac. 
The plan will improve the 
situation in several ways:
•	 At least 25 percent of 
each site must be open space, 
a portion of which will re-
place pavement with soil.
•	 The plan calls for moving 
development away from the 
most environmentally sensi-
tive area of the shoreline by 
100 feet or more. The Rob-
inson Terminal buildings are 
as close as 50 feet from the 

river. 
•	 Strict controls on storm- 
water rules were in place be-
fore the plan was approved, 
but without redevelopment 
the requirements do not go 
into effect.
•	 More than 5 acres on 
these redevelopment sites 
are covered by roofs. Green 
roofs incorporate plants to 
detain and clean stormwater 
before it leaves the roof to 
enter waterways.
•	 The city’s green building 
policy subjects new build-
ings to multiple standards 
for energy use and environ-
mental impact.
•	 The plan calls for replac-
ing the shoreline of most 
parks with a more natural 
shoreline that includes na-
tive plants that interrupt and 
help clean stormwater before 
it enters the river.
•	 The plan includes a new 

wetland feature in Oronoco 
Bay Park — an area that was 
marshland when the city was 
founded — that will also 
help clean stormwater.
•	 Sanitary sewer flows 
generated by waterfront 
plan redevelopment will 
be conveyed directly to the 
sewage treatment plant and 
cannot overflow into the Po-
tomac. 
 As mayor of an eco-city 
and a supporter of clean wa-
ter initiatives, including the 
Clean Water Act, I stand be-
hind this plan and am con-
fident in the environmental 
improvements it will bring 
to our city, its residents and 
visitors — and to the life of 
the Potomac River.

The writer is mayor of the 
City of Alexandria.

Myview
Mayor Bill Euille

For all 
intents and 
purposes, no 

adult is ever to use 
the playing fields 
in an organized 
manner — for 
example, for soccer 
games. 
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The death throes of a vanishing art
 When my friend and col-

league Matt Wuerker earned 
the Pulitzer Prize in edito-
rial cartooning this year, 
I was not only thrilled for 
him, but for all of us. Such 
a prestigious award honor-
ing this specialized form of 
journalism is a 
boon to our pro-
fession in a time 
when the ranks 
of staff editorial 
cartoonists have 
dwindled. 

 But shortly 
after the an-
nouncement, an 
article in online 
magazine Slate 
berated Matt and 
criticized the Pulitzer board 
for keeping editorial car-
toons among its esteemed 
prize categories. The au-
thor felt infographics, blog-
generated listicles and other 
memes are more deserving 
than the “archaic and time-
worn” editorial renderings 
of political cartoons.

  The attack by Slate’s 
technology columnist was 
unwarranted. But I can offer 
a bit of reality from a recent 

experience, which suggests 
the sentiment may not nec-
essarily be an anomaly. 

 I recently attended the 
Virginia Press Association 
awards ceremony where the 
highlight (for me) was hang-
ing with colleagues and see-

ing friends. Now 
that the dust has 
settled, I can take 
a scrutinizing 
look at the award-
ing process. 

I was pleased 
to have netted a 
first-place award 
(nondaily cat-
egory) for one 
of my editorial 
cartoons. Drawn 

early last year for the Alex-
andria Times, the cartoon 
was distributed by my syn-
dicate throughout the United 
States and Canada and ap-
peared in other publications, 
magazines, online antholo-
gies and newspapers, includ-
ing the New York Times. 
Make no mistake — I am 
grateful for the recognition 
and humbly honored by this 
award. 

 But this particular VPA 

award was not issued in the 
editorial cartooning catego-
ry. There is no such category 
any longer. There’s one for 
editorial writing, another for 
headline writing and even 
one for online slideshows, 
but nothing for editorial car-
tooning. Our profession was 
shoehorned into the broader 
category of illustrations, 
part of the “analyzing and 
explaining the news through 
art” division, a few years 
back. The other category in 
this division is information 
graphics. 

 These days, editorial car-
toons are grouped along with 
“section covers, thematic 
works and mood-setting 
art.” Eligible pieces must 
be “original artwork (other 
than photographs) used to 
enhance the appearance of a 
page and/or the readability 
of news or feature content.”

 So, the editorial cartoon 
is now simply an enhance-
ment to a page, according to 
the VPA.

 Information graphics 
merits an award category all 
to itself. Even photography 
is broken down into nine 

separate categories. But edi-
torial cartooning no longer 
warrants individual recogni-
tion. 

 More than just enhancing 
a page, editorial cartooning 
is a form of journalism that 
takes complex political or 
social issues and — through 
a combination of drawing 
and writing — renders them 
into succinct statements, 
often with hyperbole and 
metaphor. They frequently 
add a dash of humor and a 
satirical twist to send the 
message home. Regardless 
of the form, editorial car-
toons remain standalone so-
ciopolitical commentaries. 
The Pulitzer Prize has given 
editorial cartooning its own 
award category since 1922. 

 But let’s get back to the 
VPA awards.

 After judges distribute 
the categorical prizes, win-
ners wait for the best in show 
awards. These honor the top 
picks from each division. 
With each announcement, 
winners walk to the stage to 
be photographed receiving a 
beautiful plaque, while the 
crowd — those not asleep 

or already carried out on 
stretchers — cheers.

 Having won this award 
two years ago, and knowing 
it customarily is not given to 
prior recipients, I was curi-
ous to see what wonderful 
artistic rendering earned the 
prestigious honor.

 The top prize (nondai-
ly) went to an information 
graphic piece. Devoid of il-
lustration, maps, charts, dia-
grams or other cleverly con-
structed images, this work 
was simply a photograph 
with superimposed sans serif 
type and text-generated ar-
rows. So, from among the 
original illustrations, beauti-
fully rendered paintings, im-
pressive charts, outstanding 
graphics and “page-enhanc-
ing” editorial cartoons, this 
piece was chosen to repre-
sent the best in show for the 
category of art.

 I don’t begrudge the win-
ner his prize. It is a striking 
visual to be sure and would 
“enhance the appearance of 
a page and/or readability of 
...” yadda yadda yadda. Still, 

Myview
Steve Artley
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affordable. A rollback of $150 
a month should be made avail-
able to all tenants who sign a 
12-month or longer lease, are 
low-income; and have lived on 
the property for 12 months or 
longer. The city should agree 
to use housing trust fund mon-
ies to pay for half of this rent 
reduction. Future annual in-
creases should be limited to ei-
ther cost of living increases or 
to the 5-percent voluntary rent 
guideline. Essentially JBG 
would receive about $1 mil-
lion less per year in rent, and 
the city would offer about $1 
million a year in rent subsidy. 
There would be instant savings 
as high turnover and associat-
ed maintenance and marketing 
costs will be reduced. This ar-
rangement should stay in place 

until the projected affordable 
units in the Beauregard rede-
velopment plan are actually 
available.
 Yes, this is an extraordinary 
proposal. The city is a partner 
and investor in this multibillion 
dollar plan, which is also ex-
traordinary. This one relatively 
inexpensive act  will do more 
to preserve the West End’s di-
verse tenant community than 
$100 million of housing that 
will not be available until the 
next decade or later. Budgets 
and plans should reflect our 
community’s values and pri-
orities. Tenants, property own-
ers, elected officials and staff 
can work together and turn this 
likely tenant catastrophe into a 
shining example of Alexandria 
at its best. 

- Jon Liss
Alexandria

To the editor:
 I have been following 
with interest some of the let-
ters and blogs about the vari-
ous political action commit-
tees that have been formed 
to endorse candidates for the 
June 12 Democratic primary 
for Alexandria City Coun-
cil. I am part of one of those 
PACs – securing Alexan-
dria’s Future. 
 The genesis of these 
groups results from this elec-
tion’s unprecedented nature: 
This is the first time in mod-
ern history the local election 
will not be in May but in 
November, which coincides 
with national elections and 
high voter turnout, It is the 
first time in my recollection 

that 14 qualified Democrats 
have vied for six places on 
the ballot Finally, the out-
come of the Democratic pri-
mary will likely determine 
who is likely to serve on the 
next city council. (This is not 
a partisan comment, but it is 
one based on the political re-
ality of the local electorate.)
 So commentary about 
which PAC was started first 
and denigrating people who 
are involved with them ac-
complish little other than 
to contribute to some of the 
less-than-civil discourse 
permeating our community 
these days. The fact is that 
every PAC formed is meeting 
a need that many voters have 
asked for: to provide insight, 

opinion and recommenda-
tions about the candidates 
who are running.
 When we disagree — and 
this is true whether it’s about 
elections or issues — that 
does not mean that one side 
is right and one is wrong. It 
just means we have different 
opinions.
 One of the things I have 
learned as a participant in 
and an observer of the po-
litical process is that being 
angry is often a motivator 
to become a candidate, but 
it rarely gets you elected. 
When a group of us came to-
gether to form Securing Al-
exandria’s Future, we were 

Securing Alexandria’s Future endorses council 
candidates

SEE vaniShinG | 24
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 The recent exterior paint-
ing of the Lee-Fendall House 
Museum brings to mind the 
controversial paint job the 
building received in July 
1937. At that time, the struc-
ture had been purchased by 
the strong-armed labor lead-
er John Llewellyn Lewis, 
president of the United Mine 
Workers, for use as his family 
home. 

 Lewis was born in 1880 
in Cleveland, Iowa, a small 
coal-mining town. After high 
school in 1897 he entered 
work at the Big Hill Mine in 
nearby Lucas, Iowa, and in 
1906 was elected as a delegate 
to the United Mine Workers 
national convention. With his 
massive head, stern voice and 
dense eyebrows, he soon ex-
celled at the strategic organi-
zation of union workers. 

 By 1919 Lewis was back at 

the UMW as acting president 
and in a daring act, consider-
ing the nation’s dependence 
on coal-fired energy, called 

the nation’s first coal strike 
in November of that year. 
After 400,000 coal workers 
walked off the job, President 

Woodrow Wilson obtained an 
injunction against the walk-
out, which Lewis obeyed. 
But within a year he was 
elected permanent president 
of the UMW and solidified his 
power over America’s largest 
union.

 In 1935 he established the 
Committee on Industrial Or-
ganization, part of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor, with 
the goal to unionize workers 
on an industry-wide basis. But 
by 1937 tensions were rising 
between the two organiza-
tions, and as a gesture, Lewis 
employed AFL members to 
paint his house, as seen in this 
photo. 

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

out oF the attic

Painting the history of a hard-nosed union leader
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Thumbs up to the St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes boys 
and girls lacrosse 
teams, which won 
state titles last week-

end. The SSSAS boys defeated 
Blue Ridge 7-4 in the finals, led by 
senior co-captain Brent Armstrong, 
who was named tournament MVP. 
The girls varsity team beat Alexan-
dria’s Bishop Ireton 15-4 to claim 
the championship. Saturday was 
quite a day to be a Saint! 

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs up to Memorial Day as 
the time to remember 
and honor our fallen 
soldiers. Formally Deco-
ration Day, this day is 
set aside to commemo-

rate and thank these heroes for 
their service to our country and for 
protecting our freedom.

— Patrice Culligan

Thumbs up to Senior Services 
of Alexandria and 
Goldworks for working 
together on senior em-
ployment. SSA works 

with seniors to help them rejoin the 
work place. David Martin of Gold-
works quickly scooped up a senior 
employee to work at the jewelry 
store. More seniors are available.

— Patrice Culligan

Thumbs up to Ethiopian Satellite 
Television, journalists 
who work in an office 
in Alexandria’s West 
End, for attempting to 

provide impartial news coverage to 
and about Ethiopians around the 
world. In America we take our First 
Amendment right to free speech 
for granted. ESAT is a reminder that 
much of the world doesn’t share in 
our freedom.

— Denise Dunbar 

Weekly poll Quick takes
This Week’s Poll

Last Week’s Poll:

Should a supermajority be required for 
the Alexandria City Council to amend 
zoning laws (see story, page 4)?

a.  Yes.

B.  No.
How did your neighbors vote? 
Visit www.alextimes.com to vote and view the 
results.
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Is it time for Alexandria to repeal 
restrictions on pet ownership?

41 Votes

49%51%
Yes.

No.
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By Bill lahay

 Astute observers have al-
ways noted that the recent 
demographic notion of the 
nuclear family living in a de-
tached home is mostly an his-
torical anomaly of the modern 
Western world, an exception 
to the shared living arrange-
ments commonly found in 
other times and places. 

 It’s more typical of human 
culture, they say, to have sev-
eral generations under one roof 
or at least on one premises, and 
to have closer physical proxim-
ity to one’s relatives and neigh-
bors.

 But U.S. households have 
bucked that trend for more 
than half a century. Relative 
affluence and greater mobil-
ity have loosened the ties that 
used to bind people to their 
extended families, villages and 
communities. Our neighbor-
hoods, especially in suburban 
areas, have reflected that trend 
toward separation, but the ad-
vent of a new millennium has 
had a curious effect: a renewed 
interest in living more together 
rather than apart.

 The factors behind this 
change are likely multiple and 
varied — an economic reces-
sion that has made sharing 

expenses smarter, if not neces-
sary; baby boomers trying to 
care for aging parents who are 
living longer but can’t always 
stay independent; or just the 
attempt to balance global inter-
connectedness with a simpler 
tie to one’s local world. 

 Whatever the reasons for 
the cultural shift, it turns out 
that most of our current hous-
ing arrangements and residen-
tial zoning restrictions are de-
cidedly unfriendly to it.

 One lot — one home. It’s a 
simple way to build, and a sim-
ple rule to enforce. But it side-
lines the potential for afford-
able housing in many urban 

areas, leaves homeowners and 
other residents with fewer op-
tions, and can even contribute 
to suburban sprawl. So what’s 
the alternative? 

 That’s the subject of Mi-
chael Litchfield’s book “In-
Laws, Outlaws, and Granny 
Flats.” Litchfield, who has 

And then there were two

PHOTO/muFFy kiBBey
Though it involved more work and expense than a simple conversion, a 
lofty roof modification (called a “monitor”) transformed this former ga-
rage into a living space that rivals most homes for comfort and appeal.

at home

hoMe oF the Week

At a Glance:
Location: 815 Prince St.,
Old Town
Year Built: 1860 
(renovated 2000-2002) 

Price: $2,495,000 
Style: 4-Level Townhome
Contact: Robin McKibbon 
Waugh, MBA
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty
703-917-0515

robin@robinwaugh.com
Bedrooms: 4 

Bathrooms: 4.5
Parking: Private Alley (off-street)

ADVERTORIAL

 This historic town-
house, circa 1860, sits 
along Prince Street in the 
historic district of Old 
Town. Restaurants, retail 
shops, offices, the farm-
ers market and Metro are 
just a short stroll from the 
front door.

 Originally home to a 
headmaster of St John’s 
Military Academy next 
door, the home was pur-
chased in 2002 by John 
and Teresa Groupe, of the 
Engineering Groupe. The 
duo hired a top design firm 
— with access to wonder-
ful European antiques — 
to complement the history, 
evolution and special pa-
tinas throughout the resi-
dence.

 The interior is flawless 
and reflects a bespoke, 
timeless elegance. 

 “It’s very traditional in 

some ways and more mod-
ern in others,” said Robin 
Waugh, of TTR Sotheby’s 
International Realty. “The 
house is a fabulous blend 
of old and new.”

 The bright, open floor 
plan is perfect for gracious 
entertaining and casual 
family gatherings. The full 
basement also caters to get-
togethers, with a wine cel-
lar, game room and state-
of-the-art movie theater. 

 The house’s other high-
lights include: 10-foot ceil-
ings, large sunlit cook’s 
kitchen, European marble 
baths, elegant applied 
moldings, large mahogany 
windows and doors, origi-
nal heart-of-pine wood 
floors, grand central stair-
case, rear private stair, four 
antique skylights, four gas 
fireplaces, private elevator, 
and views of Old Town.

Townhouse features ‘a fabulous blend of old and new’

PHOTO/SHanaHan PHOTOgraPHy
This historic Prince Street townhouse is within easy walk-
ing distance of Old Town’s amenities, including shops, 
restaurants and parks.

PHOTO/SHanaHan PHOTOgraPHy
The historic Old Town townhouse features a large, 
sunlit cook’s kitchen. The home also boasts marble 
baths, a grand staircase and beautiful views of the 
neighborhood.

Grant Macpherson, Moving Consultant

grant.macpherson@jkmoving.com

540.533.8787 (c) • 703.574.6689 (o)

This home of 

The Week is 

sponsored by:
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Check out more than 50 photos of the home at www.815princestreet.com.
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renovated a half-dozen homes, 
found himself living in a cot-
tage that is the secondary home 
on a small California farm. 
It was a new arrangement for 
him, but not, he realized, for 
everyone.

 The tradition of the in-law 
cottage, the basement apart-
ment, the converted carriage 
house and other secondary liv-
ing spaces is a well-worn path, 
Litchfield discovered, and he 
uses this book to show how 
others can travel it themselves. 

 He starts with the ben-
efits, obvious or otherwise. 
For starters, the economics 
are pretty good. In some situ-
ations, the “accessory dwell-
ing unit,” or ADU, can provide 
rental income and/or subsidize 
the mortgage payment for the 
owners and offer an affordable 
option for the tenant. In other 
cases, aging parents or other 
elderly relatives can live with 
or adjacent to family caretakers 
and still retain some indepen-
dence, at a far lower cost than 
a structured senior community 
could offer. The space might 
also be used for a home-based 
business, reducing overhead 
costs that would come with an 
outside commercial lease.

 In Litchfield’s view, the 
ADU option has little down-
side, but he does walk readers 
through the decision details 
just the same.

 First, the definition: It 
means creating a living/sleep-
ing area, bathroom, small 
kitchen and, usually, a sepa-
rate exterior entrance. He talks 
about the financial and social 
considerations, how to evaluate 
your site/home for potential, 
and the newfound willingness 
of many city zoning boards to 
allow or even encourage ADUs 
in their communities. He even 
includes a quiz for readers to 
evaluate their tolerance for 
sharing their space with others.

 If you and your home make 
it past that initial evaluation, 
you’ll have to decide just how 
you want to create this second 
home at your first home. Those 
factors comprise the main sec-
tion of the book, where Litch-
field outlines the most common 

strategies. He includes good 
detail, built around these op-
tions:

BASEMENT OR ATTIC 
CONVERSION 

 Working within these exist-
ing spaces often means lower 
overall costs, and this is an 
option for small lots where 
a separate building won’t fit. 
Lighting and ventilation have 
to be properly handled, and 
even with a separate entrance, 
noise and privacy issues may 
be a concern and could be bet-
ter fit when housing family or 
friends.

GARAGE CONVERSION
 Another cost-saving option, 

with good access for the con-
struction work and perhaps, 

eventually, for a disabled oc-
cupant. If detached, it allows 
good privacy. You may have 
to create alternate space for ve-
hicle parking, and the structure 
will likely need upgrades or 
modifications to qualify as liv-
ing space.

BUMP-OUT
 Given its own entrance, 

a conventional addition can 
serve as a secondary residence, 
keep costs down by using some 
shared walls, and even provide 
for a separate courtyard or gar-
den area for the new space. It 
may crowd the lot, however, 
and can involve privacy and 
noise issues, so it’s not ideal 
for a rental unit.
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— Ends saturday JunE 9th —

floor samplE
clEarancE EvEnt

Our Washington, DC showroom will be closing its doors
on June 9th and we have over 2,600 square feet of floor 

samples and other pieces that must be sold. So don’t
miss this opportunity to select from this large collection 

at reduced prices—available to take home today!

For more information, call the showroom at
202.338.4292 or visit us online at thosmoser.com

Celebrating           years of handcrafted American furniture.

thos. moser showroom
3300 M Street NW (in Cady’s Alley)

Washington, DC  20007

mon-sat: 10am-6pm   |   sundays:  11am-5pm

Moser_AlexTimes_3.6x7_DCclose_MAY17.indd   1 5/14/12   1:03 PM
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Medical

Medical/Therapy

Got headache?!
Our American Board Certified Neurologist can help you...

For Appointments Call: 
(P) 703.888.3036 • (F) 703.888.3175

The Neuro Clinic P.C.
Neurology, EMG, EEG, Doppler’s testing and Sleep Studies
8101 Hinson Farm Road, Ste. 201 • Alexandria, VA 22306

theneuroclinic@yahoo.com

127 A North Washington Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-837-0010
Lori@physicaltherapyzone.com

 

The Physical Therapy Zone
Old Town’s Place for Healing

www.physicaltherapyzone.com

during the struggle. One 
witness informed police that 
Johnson was holding a re-
volver after the gunfire rang 
out into the night. 

 Shot in the neck and tor-
so, McNeely succumbed to 
his wounds at Fairfax Hospi-
tal. He did not name Johnson 
as his shooter, according to 
court documents.

 But authorities later re-
covered the weapon, left 
in a nearby alleyway, and 
found DNA evidence link-

ing the revolver to Johnson. 
McNeely’s blood was on the 
weapon, court documents 
said.   

 New information about 
McNeely also emerged in the 
court documents. Witnesses 
said he appeared intoxicated 
before the altercation, and 
testing found evidence of al-
cohol, PCP and heroin in his 
system before death.

 McNeely’s death marked 
the city’s sole homicide of 
2011. Johnson could face as 
many as 15 years of impris-
onment for the slaying.

looking for candidates who 
had positive, strategic, long-
term, big-picture views of the 
city and willing to make tough 
(i.e., occasionally unpopular) 
decisions about Alexandria’s 
future. That does not mean 
candidates we did not endorse 
do not possess those traits, but 
elections are about choices 
and we made some. 
 We believe incumbents Del 
Pepper and Paul Smedberg, 
former council members Tim 
Lovain and Justin Wilson, and 
two bright and involved new 
candidates, John Chapman 
and Sean Holihan, are worthy 
of your consideration. Plan-
ning Commissioner Donna 
Fossum and civic activist Me-
lissa Feld are also deserving 
of your vote if any of the first 
six candidates do not make it 
to your final list. 
 Finally, and regardless of 
how you pick the candidates 
you will vote for, our stron-
gest recommendation is to use 
your entire ballot. You have 
six votes — use them all.

- David G. Speck, 
Former member of the Al-

exandria City Council and 
Virginia House of Delegates

 Alexandria’s Pet of the week 
is sponsored by Diann Hicks.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

www.diannhicks.com

Love is in the air and these two lovely Orange Tabbies are 
looking for someone to share it with!

Meet Roger and Rabbit, these extremely handsome 
gentlemen are 2 year old neutered males who are very 

bonded to each other. They are fun loving, life loving cats 
and have quickly become staff favorites! They are super laid 

back and have been great with kids, dogs and other cats!

For the Month of February we want to spread the 
love around and are waiving our adoption fees 

on bonded pairs of cats!

For more information about Roger and Rabbit or 
any of our winter adoption promotions please 

contact the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria 
at 703-746-4774 or visit us on the web at: 

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
 Thank you.

 
 

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Calling Sharpei Fans ~
Meet “Zhen”, our very cute Sharpei, hoping for a new home 

this summer.
 

Zhen is very calm, very relaxed and enjoys the company 
of people as well as other dogs. Sharpeis are unique, so 
please research their habits if you are considering a visit to 

the Shelter to meet Zhen.

Zhen is one of our “wildflower pets” which means his adoption 
fee is reduced this spring. To know Zhen is to love him.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE CARE OF 
THE SHARPEI, PLEASE CALL US AT THE SHELTER 703-

746-4774, OR VISIT US ONLINE AT
www.ALExANdRIAANIMALS.ORg.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK
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ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is sponsored by 

Diann Hicks.

an information graphic com-
prised of a photograph with 
typesetting hardly compares 
to, say, a pen-and-ink draw-
ing, a watercolor painting or 
any other gorgeous, hand-ren-
dered creations in this broad, 
catch-all category labeled art.

 Perhaps the Slate article 
portends a pervasive trend. 
The editorial cartoon has gone 
the way of the buggy whip. 
Evidently, the VPA agrees.

The writer is a nationally 
syndicated cartoonist and 

a weekly contributor to the 
Alexandria Times. 

I-395 North Auxiliary Lane 
Alexandria 

Design Public Hearing 
 

Wednesday, June 6, 2012, 7 – 9 p.m. 
Francis C. Hammond Middle School 

4646 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304 
 

Find out about plans to connect the on-ramp at Duke Street with the 
off-ramp at Seminary Road on northbound I-395. This 0.8-mile auxiliary 
lane would ease bottlenecks where motorists enter and exit I-395. 
 
Stop by between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. to view displays and learn about 
the project. VDOT staff will be available to answer your questions. 
 
Review project details at www.vamegaprojects.com, at the meeting, 
or during business hours at VDOT’s Northern Virginia District Office at 
4975 Alliance Drive in Fairfax. Please call ahead at 703-259-1995, 
800-367-7623 or TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate personnel are 
available to answer questions.  
 
Information about potential environmental impacts will be available at 
the hearing. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and 23 CFR Part 771, the environmental document will be 
made available for public review and comment at a later date. In 
compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106 
and 36 CFR Part 800, information concerning the potential effects of 
the proposed project on properties listed in or eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places will also be included. 
 
Give your written comments at the meeting, or submit them by June 
16, 2012 to Ms. Susan Shaw, P.E., Virginia Department of 
Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030, or email 
meeting_comments@VDOT.virginia.gov.  Please reference “I-395 
North Auxiliary Lane” in the subject line.  
 

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all programs 
and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. If you need more information or special assistance for persons 
with disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact the VDOT manager 
at the above phone numbers. 

State Project: I395-100-736,P101,R201,C501  UPC:102437 
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Damiani & Damiani, pc
attorneys and counselors at law
604 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.548.1800
Fax: 703.548.1831
Email: david@damianilaw.com

Since 1997, Damiani & Damiani, P.C. has concentrated on providing 
its clients with excellent legal representation. The attorneys strive 
to be accessible and exceed their clients’ expectations. Our offices 
are conveniently located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. We are 
dedicated to helping clients with their legal matters regarding:

• Personal Injury Cases  •  Commercial Transactions
• All Aspects of Automobile and Moving Vehicle Accidents
• Civil Litigation  •  Traffic/DUI Cases

www.damianilawyers.com

Picture Perfect Home Improvements
(703) 590-3187   www.pphionline.com
Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

“If it can be done, we can do it!”  Serving Northern VA
Ask About Our Monthly Coupon • Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, 
Carpentry, Wood Replace/Repair, 

Drywall, All Flooring, Decks, 
Handyman Services

• FREE Estimates
• FAST & Reliable Service
• EASY To Schedule
• NO $$$ DOWN!

A&S LAndScAping 703.863.7465

All Concrete Work • Retaining Walls • Patios
Decks • Porches (including screened) 

Erosion & Grading Solutions • French Drains 
Sump Pumps • Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Licensed • Serving All of Northern Virginia

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
571.501.1751 Military & Senior Discounts

40 Years Experience • References Available   

Davis Contracting
Painting, Wood Repairs, Masonry & 
Brick Repairs, Power Washing, Gutter 

Repair & Install, Roofing Repairs

Carlos F. Painting, Inc.

Carlos Fuentes   References & Guaranteed
571.233.7667 • www.carlosfpainting.com

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• All Carpentry Work
• Water Damage
• Pressure Washing Decks & Homes

SpeCial 
priCeS 

for Empty Houses

Patrick’s
Painting & Pressure Washing

Locally Owned & Operated

Licensed & Insured

Honest • Skilled • Professional

703.862.7873 • www.PatrickSPainting.com

$100 OFF 10% OFF
wash, clean & Stain

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
On exterior home, deck & fencing; must 

buy all 3. with coupon. Exp. 5/30/12

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
Up to 2000 sq. ft. ;  larger homes 

may vary. with coupon. Exp. 5/30/12

whole House Painting

Solar Energy Installations and other Energy Efficient Products.
Invest now in solar panels to reduce your energy costs for a lifetime of savings.

For a no cost site evaluation & professional cost proposal, contact 
Russ Seward at 703.378.2471 or 703.927.7338 (cell)

www.aecsolar.net • russ@aecsolar.net
703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

legal

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chevy Chase
Floor Waxing Service

    

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Careful workmanship

• Serving local area for 30 years

• Old fashioned paste wax method
• Working owners assure quality

• Residential service a specialty

King Kreations LLC
Concrete, Brick, Stone, 
Ep-HenryBelgard, Patios, Walkways, 
Driveways, Walls (Decorative & 
Retaining), Chimneys, Repairs 
All New Installations Guaranteed 
6 Years; Repairs 3 Years!!
20+ Years Expertise. Fully Licensed & Insured
We accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover

Contractors License# 
2705144443

FREE ESTIMATES: Call 703.883.7123 or 540.847.KING (5464)

A company 
you can 

truly trust!

To advertise 
your business or 

service 
at competitive 

prices, contact 
Keith Staples 

at 
kstaples

@alextimes.
com.

advertising
Works!

hoMe ServiceS

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chesapeake - Potomac 
Window Cleaning

           • Working owners   
              assure quality
• Careful workmanship

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Residential service a specialty
• Serving local area for 30 years

NICOLOCK
Paving & Masonry - Driveway Specialists

CaLL TODay fOr a frEE ESTIMaTE

• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Patios
• Stoops
• Pointing and Sealing

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis Courts
• Parking Lots
• Patch and Sealing

Senior
Citizen
Discount

25%

Discount
with ad

Office: 855.268.5625
Cell: 571.480.0846

serving the entire 
va, dc, md areas

www.gcwrightlaw.com

Wills    Trusts    Estate Planning    Taxes

Attorney & CPA

703-869-5277 • chris@gcwrightlaw.com

Upholstery Cleaning
Carpet Repair
Pet Problem Experts

Quality Service Since 1977

Carpet Cleaning
Carpet Stretching

Oriental Rugs

Mold Remediation

Mike’s Carpet Cleaning
5 Rooms Only $125

35 Years Experience – Including The White House!
For More Info Call 703-978-2270

24Hour Emergency Water Damage
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classifieds

ACROSS
1 Fish organs
6 Canadian flag feature, with
  41-Down
11 “All You Need Is ___” (Beatles)
15 Drs.’ group
18 “Farewell” from France
19 Alpine climber’s tool
20 “Code” lead-in
21 “The ___ of the Cave Bear”
  (1986)
22 Blue flower symbolizing
  remembrance
24 Reflecting
26 Bloodsucking insect
27 1975 and 1976 World
  Series champs
28 Abated, as a tide

30 Clothing size indicator
31 Singing group of three
33 “My Name Is ___” (Jason
  Lee sitcom)
35 “Ditto”
37 Cowboy cries
40 Antennas
42 “2001” computer
43 “Hometown proud” 
  supermarket chain
44 “I think ...”
46 Old West law officer
50 Acme
52 One way to be available
54 “Mentalist” Geller
55 “The Neverending Story”
  author Michael
56 Lacking in resonance, e.g.
59 Centers of activity

60 Admire amorously
61 “No ___, no fuss!”
63 Adult male pig
66 Some river travelers
68 “Carmen” or “Salome”
70 Little refreshers
73 1936 Olympics hero Jesse
74 Urgent warning
76 “For Your ___ Only” (Bond
  movie)
77 Rhyme writer
78 Gone from one’s base
79 Apple’s apple, for one
81 Block or dissuade
84 Baby in pink, often
87 “... ___, something borrowed, 
  something blue”
88 Household cleaning item
91 Literary afterthought

93 First book of the Bible
95 “I have no idea”
98 Barnyard biddy
99 “Dear ___ or Madam”
100 What a single gets you
101 Forum platforms
103 Haphazardly
107 “___ smile be your umbrella”
108 Tony Shalhoub TV series
109 Very bizarre
110 “Time ___ all wounds”
112 Distorted judgment
114 “___ go bragh!”
118 Bakery purchase
120 Missouri’s nickname
123 It starts on Ash Wednesday
124 Inscription on the cross
125 “___, meenie, miney...”
126 Band of eight
127 “But I heard him exclaim,
   ___ he drove ...”
128 Unsightly eyelid problem
129 Used, as dollars
130 Smashing exclamations

DOWN
1 Barbed spear
2 “American ___” (reality show)
3 Bygone Italian monetary unit
4 Connected, in music
5 “Peggy ___” (Buddy Holly)
6 Beginning for “graph”
7 Did great on, as a test
8 Pascal collection
9 “7 Faces of Doctor ___”
10 Like paint for the outside 
  of a home
11 Chops for dinner
12 Bay windows
13 “Aida” composer
14 It has a hammer and drum
15 “Airtight” story
16 Lions’ crowning glories
17 It might be acute
21 Moves on hands and knees
23 Cuts into three equal shares
25 Chicago Fire name
29 Point a finger at
32 Bus-boycotting Parks
34 Sculptures and paintings, e.g.
36 Religious leader of a Muslim
  state (var.)
37 Clean the counters
38 Backwoods “once more”
39 Article of clothing that’s
  passed on

40 Congregation’s affirmation
41 See 6-Across
45 Manning the quarterback
46 Thin-layered minerals
47 Woman’s close-fitting jacket
48 “Stormy Weather” songwriter
  Harold
49 Bank claims
51 Of the nervous system
53 South African village
57 “30 Rock” network
58 Device for a plow team
60 City northwest of Syracuse
62 “Do the Right Thing” pizzeria
  owner
64 Youngest of Alcott’s March
  sisters
65 “The Brady Bunch” star Robert
67 Much-much separator
68 Arboreal ape, for short
69 Small fly-catching bird
70 High school dances
71 “If you love something, 
  let ___”
72 “___ only as directed”
75 Where Mark Twain is buried
77 Flower on a pleasant path?
80 “Door’s open, come ___!”
82 Beret site
83 Certain records
85 “Shoulda, woulda, coulda”
  

one
86 Singer Horne
88 Actors’ remarks to the 
  audience
89 “Wait till ___ your father!”
  (Mom’s threat)
90 Convent heads
92 “Battle Cry” author Uris
94 ___ de corps
96 Consume
97 Dry ___ (comparison)
100 “The Gift of the Magi” writer
102 Hasty drawing
103 Architectural column base
104 Temptress, siren or angler,
  at times
105 Advice to sinners
106 Defiant answer to “Shall!”
108 “Glengarry Glen Ross”
  playwright David
111 “Two silkworms raced.
  They ended in ___.”
113 “Heads ___, tails you lose”
115 “Tat-tat” preceder
116 Agenda component
117 Trapeze artists’ precautions
119 “Boom-bah” lead-in
121 Cool, in the ‘40s
122 “As you ___, so shall you reap”

Weekly Words

last Week’s Solution:

help Wanted oBituary

www.alextimes.com

Wanted Part-Time Retail Jewelry Work 2012
Now interviewing for self- motivated sales/service person 
with a proven track record in making sales and satisfying 
customers. Jewelry background or knowledge preferred. 
Local resident very helpful.
We have been in business for 24 years in Alexandria, VA 
with a solid reputation of customer service. Applicant must 
commit to working Fridays 9:30 A.M-6:30 P.M. and Satur-
days 10 A.M - 5:30 P.M.. Some other days . Applicants must 
have computer skills and be organized. This is a part-time 
position beginning at $9-$11 per hour. Email your resume 
for consideration - resume@goldworksusa.com

Krystal (Summers) Katsikas, 75 died May 
16 in Tampa FL.  She was a George Wash-
ington High School graduate and worked for 
DOD. Survivors: husband Dimitrios; children 
Thomas, Peter and Angela ; mother Sandra 
Summers; grandsons Dimitrios and Alexander 
three brothers. Burial: Trinity memoria Gar-
dens, Trinity, FL.

help Wanted

Tired of your current job?
Want to make more money and have more fun?  Be a part 
of our upbeat, uncompromising image of great food and top 
notch service. Competitive salary and room for quick growth!

Now interviewing for: Restaurant Manager
Apply online today: www.gcfb.com  -  EOE
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Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review

Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, June 6, 
2012 beginning at 7:30 PM in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 
on the following applications:

CASE BAR2012-0109
Request for alterations at 806 Duke St, 
zoned RM Residential
APPLICANT: Nika & Nicolas Dufour 
by Jon Han 

CASE BAR2012-0148
Request for alterations at 614 S Saint 
Asaph St, zoned RM Residential
APPLICANT: Michael Dyke

CASE BAR2012-0149
Request for alterations at 212 S Pitt St, 
zoned RM Residential
APPLICANT: Greg & Nancy Wood-
ford by Patrick Camus 

CASE BAR2012-0150
Request for alterations at 225 N Pitt 
St, zoned RM Residential
APPLICANT: Patrick & Lynnette 
Camus

CASE BAR2012-0151
Request for new construction and al-
terations at 917 Duke St, zoned CL 

Commercial
APPLICANT: Michelle Roeser & Jim 
Vavricek by Patrick Camus 

CASE BAR2012-0152
Request to partially demolish & cap-
sulate at 412 S Fairfax St, zoned RM 
Residential
APPLICANT: Alice Reid by G. Ray 
Lewis, Lewis & Associates

CASE BAR2012-0153
Request for addition & alterations 
at 412 S Fairfax St, zoned RM Resi-
dential
APPLICANT: Alice Reid by G. Ray 
Lewis, Lewis & Associates 

CASE BAR2012-0154
Request to partially demolish at 225 
N Fairfax St, zoned CD Commercial
APPLICANT: Kathleen McHugh, 
MPR Associates by Jeremy Fretts, 
Niles Bolton Associates

CASE BAR2012-0155
Request for alterations at 225 N Fair-
fax St, zoned CD Commercial
APPLICANT: Kathleen McHugh, 
MPR Associates by Jeremy Fretts, 
Niles Bolton Associates 

CASE BAR2012-0156
Request to partially demolish & cap-
sulate at 402 S Pitt St, zoned RM 
Residential
APPLICANT: Restored Properties, 
LLC by Stephen Kulinski 

CASE BAR2012-0157
Request for addition & alterations at 
402 S Pitt St, zoned RM Residential
APPLICANT: Restored Properties, 
LLC by Stephen Kulinski
 
Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION

JUNE - 2012
The items described below will be heard 
by the Planning Commission and the 
City Council on the following dates.  
NOTICE:  Some of the items listed 
below may be placed on a consent cal-
endar.  A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting without 
discussion unless someone asks that it 
be taken off the consent calendar and 
considered separately.  The Planning 
Commission reserves the right to recess 
and continue the public hearing to a fu-
ture date.   For further information call 
the Department of Planning and Zoning 
on 703-746-4666.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 2012
7:30 PM,  CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA,  VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, JUNE 16, 2012
9:30 AM,  CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA,  VIRGINIA

The Planning Commission will hold a 
work session on June 5, 2012 at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall, Council Workroom, 
to discuss the Housing Master Plan 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2011-0087 
2216 & 2218 Mount Vernon Avenue 
(Parcel Address: 2216 Mount Vernon 
Avenue) - Del Ray Pizzeria
Public hearing and consideration of a re-
quest for amendments to allow increased 
seating and a parking reduction; zoned 
CL/Commercial Low. Applicant: Del 
Ray Pizzeria, LLC by Duncan Blair [De-
ferred from April 3, 2012 hearing; Plan-
ning Commission public hearing closed]

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2011-0068
1001 Jefferson Street – Miracle Field
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to install lighting at an existing 
athletic field; zoned POS/Public Open 
Space and Community Recreation.  Ap-
plicant:  City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks, and Cultural 
Activities

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2012-0024 
20 Dove Street and 2438 Duke Street - 
Dogtopia of Alexandria
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a dog day care facility 
with overnight boarding; zoned OCM-
50/Office Commercial Medium (50). 
Applicant: Josie’s Dog House, LLC 
DBA Dogtopia of Alexandria

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2012-0025
1220, 1240, 1250 North Pitt Street – 
Teeter Toddlers
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate an amusement en-
terprise; OC/Office Commercial. Ap-
plicant: Elaine E. Gordon DBA Teeter 
Toddler’s Playgroup, LLC.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2012-0026
2 East Walnut Street - Grape + Bean
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a restaurant at an ex-
isting retail establishment and a request 
for a parking reduction; zoned CL/Com-
mercial Low. Applicant: SRDG INC.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2012-0027 
1024 and 1026 King Street - Hank’s 
Oyster Bar
Public hearing and consideration of 
request to expand an existing restau-
rant; zoned KR/King Street Urban Re-
tail. Applicant: Hank’s Oyster Bar Old 
Town, LLC by David Chamowitz, at-
torney

SPECIAL USE PERMIT  #2012-0029
1416 Duke Street – Private School
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request to operate a private school; 
zoned OCM(50)/Office Commercial 
Medium (50).  Applicant:  Blue Bird of 
Alexandria, LLC.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2012-0030
501 East Monroe Avenue - Wholesale 
Business
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a wholesale coffee 
roasting business and a request for a 
parking reduction; zoned CSL/Com-
mercial Service Low. Applicant: M.E. 
Swing Company, Inc.

MASTER PLAN AMEND-
MENT#2012-0002

REZONING#2012-0001

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE 
PERMIT#2011-0007
100 South Pickett Street - The Delaney
Public hearing and consideration of 
requests for: A) an amendment to the 
Landmark - Van Dorn Small Area 
Plan to change the zoning from CG 
to CRMU-M and to change the height 
map to permit a building height of 77 
feet; B) a rezoning from CG/Commer-
cial General to CRMU-M/ Commercial 
Residential Mixed-Use (Medium) with 
proffers to the development plan and 
to provide 23 on-site affordable hous-
ing units; C) a development special 
use permit, with site plan, to construct 
a mixed-use building with residential 
and  retail with surface and garage 
parking, including a special use permit 
approval to increase FAR to 2.0 for a 
mixed-use building in the CRMU-M 
zone; zoned CG/ Commercial General. 
Applicant: CIA- Pickett Street, LLC 
represented by
Duncan Blair, attorney

MASTER PLAN AMEND-
MENT#2012-0001
COORDINATED DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT#2012-0001
DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE 
PERMIT #2011-0031
ENCROACHMENT#2012-0001
VACATION#2012-0001
SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
TMP#2012-0010
1700 and 1800 Eisenhower Avenue, 
760 John Carlyle Street, 340, 350, and 
400 Hooffs Run Drive - Carlyle Plaza 
Two
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for: A) an amendment to the 
Eisenhower East Small Area Plan to 
merge blocks 26A, 26B, and 28 into a 
single block with a maximum height of 
375 feet, and allow a portion of the res-
idential floor area for this block to be 
used for a hotel use; B) an amendment 
to CDD Concept Plan; C) a develop-
ment special use permit, with site plan, 
to construct a mixed-use development 
to include office, residential, parking, 
and a multi-purpose recreational space 
including special use permit approval 
to increase the height of the penthouse 
to 20 feet and a waiver of Article XIII 
Stormwater Management Quantity 
Control; D) an encroachment into the 
public right-of-way for transition zone 
stairs, planter boxes, retaining walls, 
and aerial walkway; E) vacation of a 
portion of Holland Lane below the pro-
posed pedestrian bridge; and F) a trans-
portation management plan; zoned 
CDD#11/Coordinated Development 
District #11. Applicant: Carlyle Plaza, 
LLC and City of Alexandria Sanita-
tion Authority, represented by Kenneth 
Wire, attorney

COORDINATED DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT#2012-0002
DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE 
PERMIT#2012-0004
STREET NAME CASE#2012-0001
1050, 1100, 1200A North Fayette Street 
- Braddock Gateway Phase II
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for: A) an amendment to previ-
ously approved CDD#2011-0002 and 
CDD#2011-0003; B) a development
special use permit, with site plan and 
subdivision, to construct a residential 
building with ground floor retail and 
below grade parking and a park; and C) 
a request to name a public street; zoned 
CDD#15/ Coordinated Development 
District #15. Applicant: Braddock Gate-
way, LC represented by Mary Catherine 
Gibbs, attorney

TRANSIT WAY CORRIDORS A & B
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for approval of transit way cor-
ridors A & B.  Staff: Transportation and 
Environmental Services

Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

The Alexandria Times will donate a portion of every 
paid display ad in May to our Cause of the Month.  
Please join us in contributing to this worthy cause.

Thank you to the following Alexandria Times advertisers 
for supporting SCAN in the month of April.

4Everly After
529 Kids Consign
A&S Landscaping
Affordable Care
Affordable Energy Concepts
Alexandria Convention & 
 Visitors Association
Alexandria Country Day School
Alexandria Cupcake
Alexandria Sanitation Authority
Alexandria Trolly
Allegro LLC
American Horticultural Society
Angela’s Cleaning
Baja Fresh
Baroody Camps
Bastille Restaurant
Belle Haven Marina
Bishop Boutique
Bradlee Dental
Bugsy’s Pizza
C&J Custom Carpentry
Caffi Contracting
Care for You Inc.
Carlos F. Painting, Inc
Carlyle Club
Carlyle House
Chadwick’s
Chevy
Christine Garner - Weichert Realtors
CiCi’s
Circe
City of Alexandria
Clyde’s Restaurant Group
CMU
Columbia Pictures 
CommonWealth One Federal 
 Credit Union
Community Lodgings
Conrad’s
Davis Contracting
Déjà vu
Diann Hicks - Weichert Realtors
Dishes of India
Disney Productions
Elizabeth Lucchesi - 
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Erie Construction
European Country Living
Exterior Medics
EYA
Fairlington UMC
Fibre Space
Fitness Together
Foster’s Grille
George Washington University
Hana Tokyo
Hannalores
Hard Times Café

Hermitage
Higher Level
Holiday Inn
J&J Builders
Janet Caterson Price - 
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
JK Moving
John Marshall Bank
King Kreations
King Street Cats
Kristin Mango - 
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Lamplighter
Lawn Ranger
LeRefuge
Leslie Rodriguez & Cynthia Bagett -
  Weichert for Torpedo Factory
Little Theatre of Alexandria
Lulu Sage Salon & Spa
Maid Brigaide
Maid Pro of Alexandria
Maids
Mango Mikes
Marlo Furniture
McCormick & Schmicks
McEnearney Associates, Inc. - 
 Commercial
National Art & Framing
Nicolock Paving & Masonry
Nova Smiles
Paramount Pictures
Patrick’s Painting
Pet of the Week - Diane Hicks
Phil Cefaratti - Weichert Realtors
Picture Perfect Home Improvement
Port City Playhouse
Potomac Falls Contracting
Prudential PenFed Realty
Public Space Meeting
Pulte Group 
Rebuilding Together Alexandria
Sheraton Suites
Silverman Galleries, Antiques 
 & Antique Jewelry
St. Anslem’s Abbey
Steinmetz Medical Association
Substance Abuse Coalition
Sunsetter Products
Suntrust Bank
Ten Thousand Villages
The Neuro Clinic
The Potomack Company
Torpedo Factory
TWD Carpentry
Warner Brothers 
Wells Fargo Advisers
Yves Bistro
Zoe Boutique

May’s cause: The Center for 
Alexandria’s 

Children 
protects 

children and 
strengthens 
families by 

coordinating 
the 

investigation, 
prosecution, 

treatment and 
prevention of 
child abuse 
in one safe, 

child-friendly 
facility.

To donate, please call: 
703-746-6008 or visit 

www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org
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1212 Prince Street
Free-standing building with windows on 3 
sides. 4 working fireplaces, kitchen, half 
bath, full bath with shower, garden/patio, 
garage parking space & storage. Quiet block.

For Sale $795,000

John Quinn
703.683.2700

jquinn@mcenearney.com

For Sale  $990,000

322 South Washington Street
COMBINED OFFICE/RETAIL BUILDING:  
Old Town convenience and charm, high 
traffic counts. 1,500 SF of first floor retail/
office. Nine parking spaces on site.

Bob Swearingen
703.683.2700

rswearingen@mcenearney.com

108 North Columbus Street
4,000 SF BUILDING: Handsome office/
retail building on historic block. Parking on 
site. One block off King Street.

For Sale  $1,450,000

Tom or Charles Hulfish
703.683.2700

thulfish@mcenearney.com

Ask us about Financing for Owner Occupants or Investors.

For Sale $1,360,000

Chuck Langdon
703.683.2700

clangdon@mcenearney.com

1008 King 
Street

I N V E S T O R 
OPPORTUNITY: 
Right in the heart 
of King Street 
West retail with six 
parking spaces on 
site! Current use is 
salon/day spa. 

 

309 North Patrick Street
1840s townhouse office/residence. On main 
communter route, parking on site. Needs 
TLC. Priced below City Assessment.

For Sale  $449,000

Rick Sada
703.683.2700

rsada@mcenearney.com

801 North Fairfax Street
SHARED PROFESSIONAL OFFICE:  
1,060 SF, three offices (reception area may 
also be included). Convenient location, close 
to river.  

Sublease  $32.55/SF

John Ross
703.683.2700

jross@mcenearney.com

517 South Washington Street
AN OLD TOWN LANDMARK: 5,000 SF 
combined in main building and carriage 
house. Visible location. 14 parking spaces.

For Sale $2,399,000

Chuck Langdon
703.683.2700

clangdon@mcenearney.com

For Lease $28.00/NNN

315 Cameron 
Street

RETAIL/OFFICE: 
2,133 SF. First 
floor suitable for 
retail or office.  
Alley access 
to first floor. 
Additional storage 
space in basement. 

Diane Sappenfield
703.683.2700

dsappenfield@mcenearney.com

Brison Rohrbach 
Chuck Langdon

703.683.2700

For Lease $1,400/month

1225 Martha Custis Drive, #C-7
Medical Office Space: 312 SF available 
for sublet in established doctor’s office. 
Professional staff support services included. 
Conveniently located & plenty of free parking.

For Sale $1,850,000

Tom or Charles Hulfish
703.683.2700

thulfish@mcenearney.com

1422 Duke Street
5,800-SF office building in professional park 
with ample surface parking. New windows, 
new carpet, completely renovated and ready 
for move-in.

For Sale $3,485,000

Tom or Charles Hulfish
703.683.2700

thulfish@mcenearney.com

601 Prince 
Street

1 2 , 0 0 0 - s q . f t .  
historic building. 
Built in the 1840s 
on a highly visible 
corner one block 
off King Street. 
Three 4,000-sq.
ft. levels newly 
renovated. Owner 
will consider Lease.

For Lease $18.00/SF For Sale $725,000

Ed Cave
703.683.2700

ecave@mcenearney.com

108 A  
Columbus St

Well appointed 
townhouse office 
building, 2,380 SF.  
Space is multi-
level, with lots of 
windows & natural 
wood finishes.


