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Activists, council candidates 
call for more time to study 
Beauregard plan

By ABeBe GellAw 

 Residents and community 
activists reiterated fears that 
the Beauregard redevelopment 
plan will displace thousands of 
tenants during a Market Square 
rally Tuesday. The city planning 
commission takes up the debate 
tonight. 
 The demonstration — orga-
nized by Tenants and Workers 
United in cooperation with area 
groups like Virginia New Major-
ity and Beauregard Tenant As-
sociation — highlighted afford-
able housing, health care access 
and quality education concerns 
in marginalized low-income 
communities.

 Protestors picked May Day, 
or International Workers Day, to 
raise public awareness, particu-
larly for proposed changes to 
the Beauregard corridor, TWU 
said in a statement. The group 
worries the city’s designs on the 
West End neighborhood could 
displace an estimated 10,000 
residents.
 But a city spokesperson said 
the actual figure will be much 
lower if and when redevelop-
ment occurs — around 2,500 
residents. The number is based 
on 2010 census data for the 
neighborhood and the naturally 
high turnover rate. 
 “Our estimate is that prob-
ably half the people will move 
out prior to the demolition,” 
said Deputy City Manager Mark 

Potential casino at 
National Harbor could 
impact city’s crime, 
property values 

By DAviD SAchS 

 As Maryland law-
makers debate whether 
casinos belong in Prince 
George’s County, Alexandria 
waits to see if — and how — 
a full-service gambling hub 
would impact the Port City.
 If Prince George’s County 
Executive Rushern Baker III 

gets his way, a casino will 
shimmer on the banks of Old 
Town’s cross-river neigh-
bor, National Harbor. Baker 
unsuccessfully lobbied An-
napolis for months in hopes 
of solving his county’s bud-
get woes with the cash cow. 
A special session in the state 
capital later this spring could 
kill his dream or make it a re-
ality.
 There’s little question a 
casino would raise revenue 

for Prince George’s, 
but it also could 
raise issues for Al-

exandria.
 Accord ing 

to the congressionally ap-
pointed National Gambling 
Impact Study Commission, 
“a drain on public services 
… and the costs of increased 
crime and crime prevention 
in casino neighborhoods and 
even in adjacent communi-
ties” are probable.
 And Alexandria’s proxim-
ity to urban centers known 
for crime — like Washington, 
D.C., and Prince George’s 
County — raises the stakes. 
Casinos could augment crime 
statistics with “convenience 
gambling” — gambling that 
costs locals when the house 
inevitably wins, said Dan 

Hajdo, spokesman for 
Casino-Free Philadel-
phia. His organization 
tried and failed to stop a 
casino from operating in 
that city. 
 “The main thing you 
find out is that the busi-
ness model depends 
on gambling addiction, 
which can lead to loan-
sharking and organized 
and violent crime,” 
Hajdo said.
 Deputy City Man-
ager Mark Jinks said 
having a river divide 
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May Day rally highlights West End fears
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About 125 people rallied in front of City Hall on Tuesday and protested potential redevelopment 
of the Beauregard corridor. Residents worry the city’s plan will displace thousands of tenants.
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com
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the weeKly BrieFinG

 A former volunteer neigh-
borhood sports coach and Ko-
rean War veteran was among 
nearly 100 local residents who 
received free home repairs Sat-
urday, courtesy of Rebuilding 
Together Alexandria. 
 About 1,000 volunteers 
fanned out across Alexandria for 
National Rebuilding Day proj-
ects, including several at Archie 
Islen’s West End home. After 
serving with the 1st Cavalry Di-
vision in Korea, Islen returned 
home and eventually threw him-
self into volunteering as a local 
football coach and working with 
area children, he said. 
 By day, Islen’s job took him 

to the Pentagon; he spent 33 
years working in the massive 
military complex. 
 His home improvement 
project was done with help 
from the First Baptist Church, 
Sears, Wells Fargo, Skanska 
and Booz Allen Hamilton, orga-
nizers said.
 RTA, which mostly as-
sists clients living on less than 
$26,000 annually, recently 
teamed up with regional Safe-
way supermarket managers to 
give another local veteran, John 
Patterson, a new deck as well as 
yard and home improvements.

- Derrick Perkins

 Residents and staff 
at the Hermitage got a 
blast from the past last 
weekend after open-
ing a 20-year-old time 
capsule buried at the 
West End retirement 
community.
 Included in the 
Plexiglas container 
were newspaper ar-
ticles, brochures, art-
works, an array of trin-
kets, and a list of the 
community’s residents 
and employees in 
1992, said Sandy Tay-
lor of the Hermitage. 
The unearthing comes 
as the community prepares to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary. 
 As residents pawed 

through the capsule’s con-
tents — the container went 
into the ground April 29, 
1992 — some were thinking 

ahead. When the commu-
nity officially celebrates 
its 50th year in mid-
September, they hope to 
plant another time cap-
sule, Taylor said. 
 This time around, 
they may include a few 
electronics. Taylor noted 
that it would have been 
interesting if someone 
had buried a VCR tape or 
cellular phone in the ’92 
capsule. 
 “I’m sure we can 
come up with some pret-
ty cool things to bury,” 
Taylor said. “Technology 
by [the time they open it] 

could be insane.”

- Derrick Perkins

Community group lends hand to longtime volunteer

Decades-old time capsule unearthed at the Hermitage

photo/susan Braun

Archie Islen, a Rebuilding 
Together Alexandria client, 
works alongside volunteers 
removing an overgrown tree.

photo/susan Braun

Alice Weimer (left) and Marie Krotzer peruse 
an old photo album left in a time capsule bur-
ied by residents April 29, 1992. Weimer and 
Krotzer have been residents at the Hermitage 
for 14 and 12 years, respectively.

photo/Derrick perkins

Model Children: Alexandria’s newest consignment shop, 529 Kids Consign on South Royal Street, 
officially celebrated its opening Friday with a series of events, including a champagne toast and ap-
pearance by Mayor Bill Euille. Co-owners Megan Podolsky and Pouneh Barnes marked the occasion 
with a children’s fashion show. Above, Ethan Podolsky and Sadie Harris model their spring ensembles. 

Everything you love is close to home — Alexandria’s thriving art scene, 
critically acclaimed restaurants, and chic boutiques nestled in distinc-
tive neighborhoods. To find unique shopping and events, or to make 
online hotel and restaurant reservations, go to VisitAlexandriaVA.com.

Shop, Dine & Celebrate
On Alexandria’s Historic Main Streets

703.746.3301

Mobile  
Ready 

Visit us online for a complete calendar of events and 
sign up for our free Access Alexandria e-newsletter.

© 2012, Alexandria Convention & Visitors Association. All rights reserved.

Online Restaurant 
Reservations Powered By

May 13: Mother’s Day Tea at Carlyle House
May 18-20: Mount Vernon Spring Wine 

Festival & Sunset Tour
May 24: Washington Revels Heritage Voices Concert
May 25-27: Sunset Celebration at Mount Vernon
May 28: 35th Annual Memorial Day Jazz Festival
June 16-17: Old Town Arts & Crafts Festival
June 23: Alexandria’s Food & Wine Festival
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crime Police BeAt

Damiani & Damiani, pc
attorneys and counselors at law
604 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.548.1800
Fax: 703.548.1831
Email: david@damianilaw.com

Since 1997, Damiani & Damiani, P.C. has concentrated on providing 
its clients with excellent legal representation. The attorneys strive 
to be accessible and exceed their clients’ expectations. Our offices 
are conveniently located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. We are 
dedicated to helping clients with their legal matters regarding:

• Personal Injury Cases  •  Commercial Transactions
• All Aspects of Automobile and Moving Vehicle Accidents
• Civil Litigation  •  Traffic/DUI Cases

www.damianilawyers.com
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The following incidents occurred between April 25 and May 2.

Source: crimereports.com

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. 
The Alexandria Police Department is not required to supply the public at-large 
with detailed information on criminal cases.

Police bust 
marijuana 
smuggling ring 
 Alexandria police arrested two 
individuals last week for alleg-
edly smuggling several hundred 
pounds of marijuana into the city 
following a three-year joint un-
dercover narcotics investigation.
 Authorities charged James 
Hunter Hutchings, 31, and India 
Denise Powell, 30, with counts of 
conspiracy to distribute marijuana, 
conspiracy to commit racketeer-
ing, conspiracy to launder money 
and importing more than 5 pounds 
of marijuana into the common-
wealth. A third man implicated 
in the investigation, Ernest Earl 
Hemby, 41, remains at large.
 Hemby, Powell and Hutch-
ings moved the illicit drug from 
Tucson, Ariz., to the Washing-
ton region, officials said. Detec-
tives confiscated more than 100 
pounds of what they describe as 
“high-grade” marijuana during 
the course of their investigation. 
 Alexandria police worked 
with the commonwealth’s attor-
ney’s office as well as other law 
enforcement agencies in Arizona, 
Maryland and Virginia. 

Tiptoe bandit steals 
valuables beneath 
victims’ noses
 A stealthy thief burglarized an 
Old Town home April 25 while 
the residents were upstairs and 
unaware, Alexandria police say. 
 Though an unusual noise alert-
ed the homeowners to the intrud-
er’s presence at 10:49 p.m., the 
thief had since fled with a laptop 
and cell phone. Police believe the 
suspect entered the home through 
an unlocked first-floor window.
 The residents noticed the miss-
ing electronics immediately, said 
department spokeswoman Ashley 
Hildebrandt. 
 There were no known witness-
es to the burglary, and authorities 
do not have a suspect description. 
No other homes in the area were 
targeted, Hildebrandt said. The 
suspect remains at large.
 Officials recommend residents 
secure their homes at all times and 
ensure their property is well lit.  

Burglars target 
vacant apartment
 Returning home from an out-
of-town trip in late April, a 900 
block N. Iverson St. resident dis-
covered burglars made off with 
electronics and valuables in his 
absence.
 Alexandria police don’t know 
when one or more suspects struck 
the West End apartment but 
learned of the break-in when the 
victim reported the crime at 6:21 
p.m. April 23. The thieves made 
off with two laptops and a collec-
tor’s box of five watches, authori-
ties said.
 Officials did not release a de-
tailed description of the stolen 
goods nor did they attach a price 
tag to the heist. 
 How the burglars entered the 
home remains a mystery, though 
authorities say the front door was 
unlocked when the victim returned 
home. Police have no known wit-
nesses or suspect descriptions. 
The perpetrators remain at large.

Government-issued 
vehicle targeted 
in heist attempt
 Would-be auto thieves tried to 
abscond with a federal employ-
ee’s government-issued vehicle 
parked inside a garage April 23, 
city police say.
 The exact time of the attempt-
ed auto theft on the 4300 block 
of King St. remains unknown, 
authorities said, but the suspects 
managed to punch the key entry 
and damage the ignition switch. 
The victim reported the theft to 
police at 8:52 a.m. 
 Authorities do not know why 
the thieves gave up unsuccessful-
ly. There are no known witnesses, 
and police do not have suspect 
descriptions. No arrests have been 
made, said Ashley Hildebrandt, 
department spokeswoman. 
 Officials did not release the 
federal entity that issued the vehi-
cle nor did they describe the make 
and model. No other nearby ve-
hicles were targeted, Hildebrandt 
said.

- Derrick Perkins
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May 23, 2012, 
6PM-8PM
Natural Approaches to 
Cholesterol & Heart Disease

June 14, 2012, 
6PM-8PM
Osteoporosis:  Building Better Bones

Holistic 
Medical Doctors

Employee promotions, 
school funding spark 
heated debate

By DerricK PerKinS

 Alexandria’s top elected 
officials staked out their fis-
cal positions during the first 
round of budget talks Tues-
day, a rollicking discussion 
peppered with heated ex-
changes and contentious de-
bate. 
 Working with a potential 
1-cent increase in real estate 
taxes — City Manager Rashad 
Young requested the wiggle 
room earlier this year — city 
council members hashed out 
their priorities, often splitting 
along party lines. Young un-
veiled his $585.6 million pro-
posed budget in February. 
 Mayor Bill Euille, charged 
with finding consensus before 

city council votes on the bud-
get Monday, found support 
from at least three of his col-
leagues on many issues, in-
cluding promotions for public 
employees in the coming year. 
 “We have, every year, 
promised we’re going to do 
something [about promo-
tions],” said City Council-
woman Del Pepper (D) dur-
ing the nonbinding work 
session. “And we get to the 
point where people ask, 
‘Well, what year are you go-
ing to do something?’”
 While the council’s Dem-
ocrats sided with Euille, the 
measure drew opposition 
from City Councilwoman Ali-
cia Hughes (I). She noted that 
employees already received 
merit pay raises in the budget 
as well as state-mandated sal-
ary increases to offset rising 
pension costs. 

 “Are we going to increase 
the tax rate despite the fact 
that there is already $3.3 mil-
lion in here [for merit raises], 
and I’ve managed to wash 
out [pension costs]?” Hughes 
asked. “I’m not comfortable 
to increase the tax rate across 
the city to accommodate a 
pay increase.”
 But Hughes later joined 
with City Councilman Rob 
Krupicka in asking for pay 
raises for council members 
and their aides. While Hughes 
wanted the money allocated 
strictly for the board’s staff, 
Krupicka pushed to give 
council members raises too. 
 Sparks flew after Hughes 
proposed bolstering the city’s 
meals on wheels program 
with enough money to pro-
vide Sunday services. It’s the 
second time in as many years 
Hughes has advocated for the 

program and once again drew 
sharp criticism from visibly 
frustrated City Councilman 
Paul Smedberg. 
 “We have a process to 
avoid this,” Smedberg said. 
“We have to put up with this 
every time you make a budget 
request.”
 About six years ago, city 
council adopted a policy of 
having charitable and non-
profit groups make financial 
requests with the human ser-
vices department rather than 
lobby elected officials direct-
ly during the budget cycle. 
Despite Smedberg’s opposi-
tion, Hughes’ proposal elic-
ited tentative support from 
a majority of fellow council 
members. 
 Among the other areas of 
divisiveness, council mem-
bers shot down a proposal 
by Pepper to keep holiday 

lights on King Street all year. 
Instead, they indicated the 
money would be better spent 
on banners for Old Town and 
the remainder shifted to pay 
for an older adult clinical ser-
vices position. 
 And council members dif-
fered sharply on the dollars 
allocated toward Alexandria 
City Public Schools, with 
Hughes and City Councilman 
Frank Fannon (R) advocating 
cutting education spending 
by several hundred thousand 
dollars. 
 Reducing ACPS funding 
would be “punitive,” Pepper 
said, joining the council’s 
Democrats in objecting. 
 City council will take 
another look at the budget 
Monday and attempt to reach 
a general agreement. It is 
expected to adopt the fiscal 
roadmap later that evening. 

City council takes first whack at budget



6 | MAY 3, 2012 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

New litigation follows 
earlier circuit court ruling

By DerricK PerKinS

 Opponents of the much-
maligned waterfront plan ap-
pealed an earlier circuit court 
ruling last week, further mud-
dying the legal fight for the 
city’s Potomac shoreline.
 Three Old Town residents 

want the state Supreme Court 
to overturn an Alexandria Cir-
cuit Court judge’s dismissal of 
their March suit against Plan-
ning Director Faroll Hamer. 
Critics of the riverside blue-
print say they want the high 
court to clarify whether Hamer 
can outright reject an appeal to 
a zoning change. 
 By filing with the state Su-
preme Court, they also stop a 

possible city council revote on 
the redevelopment blueprint, 
plan opponents said. 
 A last-ditch effort to pre-
vent the city’s top elected of-
ficials from approving the plan 
rests at the heart of the litiga-
tion. Opponents tried to force 
a supermajority city council 
vote by filing an 11th-hour pro-
test petition against the density 
changes within the plan. When 

Hamer rejected the petition, 
critics filed with the board of 
zoning appeals.
 The BZA, which heard the 
appeal after the circuit court 
dismissed the opponents’ ear-
lier suit, sided with residents 
concerned with the density 
changes — putting any river-
side redevelopment in limbo.
  City officials pledged to 
appeal the board’s decision in 

circuit court. The two appeals 
are separate cases. Opponents 
expect to file their full argu-
ments in the coming weeks. 
 A multiyear undertaking, 
the waterfront plan calls for 
leveraging development for 
public amenities along the Po-
tomac. City Council approved 
the plan in a 5-2 vote — just 
shy of a supermajority — in 
January.

 A second homegrown and 
Democratic-leaning political 
action committee has emerged 
as the party’s 14 candidates — 
vying for just six spots on the 
ballot — head into the prima-
ry season’s home stretch. 
 Alexandrians for a Liv-
able City — co-founded by 
community activists Katy 
Cannady, Lynn Bostain, Rob-
ert Pringle and Ginny Hines 
Parry — cites local elected 

officials’ and City Hall’s “dis-
missive attitude” toward resi-
dent concerns as the group’s 
catalyst. 
 The PAC announced its 
formation Tuesday in a joint 
release endorsing six candi-
dates: Boyd Walker, Allison 
Silberberg, Arthur Peabody, 
Sammie Moshenberg and Vic-
toria Menjivar. 
 “[None of these candi-
dates] is an incumbent or past 

member of [city council],” 
the group said in a statement. 
“That reflects our strong be-
lief that Alexandria needs new 
leadership.”
 ALC organizers point to 
the controversial waterfront 
and Beauregard redevelop-
ment plans as particularly 
grievous mistakes. Cannady, 
also a member of Citizens for 
an Alternative Alexandria Wa-
terfront Plan, was a vocal crit-

ic of the riverside proposal, 
which is mired in litigation. 
 While ALC is the first PAC 
to endorse a slate of candi-
dates, it’s the second action 
committee to form in the 
wake of a crowded Demo-
cratic field. Democrats for a 
Better Alexandria, founded by 
Jack Sullivan, coalesced ear-
lier this year.
 Like Cannady’s commit-
tee, DBA formed out of dis-

content with the city’s elected 
leaders. DBA’s leaders reveal 
their picks for city council to-
day, Sullivan said. 
 The Democratic primary is 
scheduled for June 12. Two of 
Alexandria’s top elected offi-
cials, Vice Mayor Kerry Don-
ley (D) and City Councilman 
Rob Krupicka (D), are not 
seeking re-election.

- Derrick Perkins

Waterfront plan opponents appeal to state Supreme Court

New PAC forms as clock counts down on Democratic primary
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Dear Hobie and Monk,

 I have a close friend 
who is getting married this 
fall, and she asked me to be 
a bridesmaid. While flat-
tered, I really don’t have 
the money to spend what 
I know she’s going to ask 
us to pay for a fancy dress 
and shoes — on top of the 
airline tickets and hotel — 
for her Caribbean wed-
ding. I’m worried she’ll be 
offended if I say no, but I’m 
just starting out in a pretty 
low-paying job and don’t 
have as much money sitting 
around as a lot of her other 
friends seem to have. How 
can I handle this delicately? 

- Bridesmaid Wanna-not-be

Hobie: Unless your friend is a 
raving “bridezilla” (and if she 
is, remind me why she’s your 
close friend in the first place), 
a candid conversation with her 
is in order. A true friend will 
understand that your finances 
don’t allow for a roundtrip 

ticket and hotel room, design-
er dress, shower gifts, expen-
sive wedding gift, etc.
 What most of us want in the 
end is for the people we love 
simply to be there on the big 
day, so she should be thrilled if 
you can even swing the flight 
and hotel room (share with 
someone). And if you can’t 
be there, you can take her out 
for dinner after the wedding to 
ooh and ahh over her photo al-
bum. Do what you can and be 
honest with yourself and your 
friend about the rest. It’s good 
practice for a million difficult 
friend situations still to come.
 Plus this way you may 
get to wear your own, much 
more flattering dress to the 
wedding. If your friend isn’t 
gracious about this, she’s not 
worth the stress and financial 
outlay anyway.

Monk: I agree with Hobie. 
There are other ways to par-
ticipate in the wedding with-
out being a bridesmaid. If you 
plan on attending but won’t be 
in the wedding party, ask her 

if there are other ways you can 
help. She may need readers or 
greeters or seaters or someone 
to look out for dear old “Aunt 
Agatha.” Your offer will com-
municate your sincere wish to 
support her on the big day and 
help her fill the less glamorous 
but equally important wed-
ding-day jobs.

Send your questions to hobie
andmonk@alextimes.com.

703-549-0011
609 King Street

Old Town Alexandria

KingsJewelry.NET
Open Monday - Saturday

10 am - 6 pm

KingsJewelry’
  Family owned and
operated for over 55 years

Add a little color to 

your Mother’s Day 

this year...

Gemstone eternity bands 

to mix and match.

 The Alexandria Crew 
Boosters will hold its annual 
Bar-B-Que, Bluegrass and 
Silent Auction Fundraiser on 
Friday in support of the T.C. 
Williams High School rowing 
program. 
 “We are proud to support 
Alexandria’s tradition of com-
petitive boating and youth ath-

letics,” said Miles Holtzman, 
president of the ODBC board 
of directors, in a statement.
 Rowing is not funded 
through the high school’s ath-
letic budget. Since new racing 
shells cost about $30,000, it’s 
up to fundraising and commu-
nity support to buoy the sport, 
organizers said, which is why 

the boosters and ODBC step 
in. 
 The fundraiser, the 13th 
ODBC has hosted, runs from 
4 to 7 p.m. at the boat club at 
1 King St. The event includes 
live bluegrass music, a silent 
auction and good food. 

- Evan Campbell

ODBC, crew boosters hold annual fundraiser for T.C. rowing

Bridesmaid blues

Hobie and Monk are two Alexandria women with husbands, children, dogs, jobs, mortgages, unmet 
New Year’s resolutions, obsessions with impractical shoes, English novels … and Ph.D.s in clinical 
psychology. Their advice, while fabulous, should not be construed as therapeutic within a doctor-
patient context or substituted for the advice of readers’ personal advisors.
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Jinks. 
 Remaining residents “in 
good standing” will be of-
fered similar lodgings nearby, 
staff said, and receive money 
for moving expenses. 
 Still, community activists 
say City Hall has repeatedly 
let down low-income commu-
nities by bending too much to 

big corporations, like JBG. 
The favoritism comes at the 
expense of residents’ basic in-
terests and rights, said TWU 
executive director Gabriel 
Rojo.
 “Housing is the No. 1 issue 
for us because the community 
is being displaced in the name 
of development,” he said. 
“The developers have decided 
to build luxurious apartment 
complexes, and they are ask-
ing favors from the city. 
 “We are the ones who have 

elected these officials. But 
they are making several deci-
sions that provide giveaways 
to the corporate sector and 
nothing to the community.” 
 City council candidates 
— including Democrats Vic-
toria Menjivar, Boyd Walker, 
Sammie Moshenberg, Allison 
Silberberg and Independent 
mayoral candidate Andrew 
Macdonald — lined up at the 
podium to express solidarity 
with the protestors. 
 Walker also criticized 

council officials for rushing 
the Beauregard plan, claiming 
they did so without conduct-
ing basic studies. 
 “We are faced with large-
scale development on the 
West End of Alexandria that 
could potentially displace 
[thousands] from their homes 
in exchange for 800 units of 
affordable housing,” he said. 
 “This plan is not ready, by 
a long shot, and studies must 
be done first and rents stabi-

lized so that developers can’t 
push out tenants first,” Walker 
said. 
 More than 125 people at-
tended the rally, organizers 
said, and many hailed from 
the West End. The planning 
commission weighs in on 
the contentious Beauregard 
redevelopment plan tonight, 
possibly setting the stage for 
a city council vote on the pro-
posal later this month.

A good banking relationship 
starts with an extraordinary team.

John Marshall Bank and you.

Call our Alexandria office today.
We welcome the opportunity

to discuss the financial needs 
of your business.

M e m b e r

JohnMarshallBank.com • 703-894-3157

Erik Dorn, Ted Johnson and Pam DeCandio

The familiar faces 
of business banking 

in Alexandria

429 N. St. Asaph Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

JMB_5.5x4.5_4C  1/18/12  11:48 AM  Page 1

Potomac Belle Yacht Charters

Located at the Alexandria City Docks

703-868-5566 • www.potomacbelle.com

A Private Yacht for all Occasions!
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Activists question controversial Beauregard plan

photo/Derrick perkins

While protestors raised awareness for several social justice issues 
facing residents, the emphasis was on the city’s new plan for the 
Beauregard corridor.

“Best form of local advertising in Northern Virginia”- Adnan Hamidi   

703.739.0001
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the 
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do 
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you?

Alexandria Cupcake1022 King St.Alexandria, 22314703-299-9099
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Many 
thanks 
to this year’s  
key sponsors

www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org  •  703.836.1021

Since 1986, Rebuilding Together Alexandria and our incredible 
volunteers have provided free home repairs to Alexandria homeowners 
and non-profit agencies serving those in need. On National Rebuilding 
Day this April 28th, more than 1,000 volunteers worked on 60 sites across 
the City, joining the largest volunteer rebuilding event with more than 
200,000 volunteers nationwide. Get involved today! Rebuilding Together 
Alexandria serves the community year round!

Repairing one home won’t change the world but surely 

the world will change 
for that one hoMeowner.

Making an 

IMpact!
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Alexandria 
honors first 
responders
 When rising floodwaters 
carried off a trapped motor-
ist during a September storm, 
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne didn’t 
hesitate to plunge into a rain-
swollen Holmes Run after the 
SUV.  
 He quickly found the vic-
tim’s vehicle trapped beneath 
the Eisenhower Avenue over-
pass. Using a traffic sign on 
the thoroughfare’s median to 
maintain balance in the rush-
ing waters, Lawhorne shout-
ed instructions to the man. 
 The sheriff repeatedly 
convinced the victim to stay 
put as the floodwaters rose 
to waist height, keeping him 
calm until rescuers arrived. 
Had the victim left his SUV, 
the water likely would have 
swept him away, authorities 
said. 
 Lawhorne, officials noted, 
can’t swim. 

 For his actions dur-
ing the September 8 floods, 
Lawhorne was honored at 
the 26th annual Public Safety 
Valor Awards last week. Offi-
cials handed out 31 awards to 
city personnel, most to emer-

gency responders, for their 
deeds during the past year. 
 Lawhorne’s actions earned 
him a bronze medal, awarded 
to a responder for demonstrat-
ing “judgment and ingenuity” 
during an emergency. He was 

one of 15 public safety offi-
cials celebrated for their work 
during the storm and subse-
quent flooding. 
 This year’s festivities, at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel, were 
dedicated to the memory of 

Joshua Weissman. A veteran 
city paramedic, Weissman 
died while making his way to 
a vehicle fire earlier this year.

- Derrick Perkins

photo/keith staples

City officials celebrated 31 public employees last week, many first responders, for their actions during the previous year’s emergencies.

Officer Anton Keith
Lifesaving Award

Officer Joshua Leach
Bronze Medal

Officer Frank McGrigg
Bronze Medal

Officer Anthony Gorham
Bronze Medal

Sergeant Michael Kochis
Bronze Medal

Officer Ryan Waple
Bronze Medal

Officer Ray Golden
Bronze Medal

Officer Gustavo Paulino
Bronze Medal

School Crossing Guard
Sheila Richardson
Lifesaving Award

Sergeant Charles Seckler
Certificate of the Year

Officer Patrick Taylor
Certificate of the Year

Officer Talek Helmy
Bronze Medal

Human Resources 
Manager George Bernard 
Baldwin
Lifesaving Award

Deputy Sheriff 
William T. Morgan
Lifesaving Award

Deputy Sheriff 
Brian Mauck
Lifesaving Award

Deputy Sheriff
Joseph Runquist
Lifesaving Award

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne
Bronze Medal

Captain Charles Davis Jr.
Lifesaving Award

Firefighter Warner 
Sherman
Lifesaving Award

Firefighter John 
Silverwood
Lifesaving Award

Captain Robert Robinson
Bronze Medal

Firefighter John Schaffer
Bronze Medal

Firefighter Robert 
Townsend III
Bronze Medal

Firefighter Michael 
Chandler
Gold Medal

Lieutenant Patrick Lyon
Silver Medal

Firefighter Louis Simpson
Bronze Medal

Firefighter Joseph Porcelli
Lifesaving Award

Captain Phillip Perry
Gold Medal

Firefighter William 
Dunleavy
Silver Medal

Captain Anthony 
Caselana
Lifesaving Award

Firefighter Christopher
Smith
Lifesaving Award

Valor Awards2012



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    MAY 3, 2012 | 11 

Old Town and National Har-
bor minimizes potential crime 
spikes — and associated side 
effects. 
 Casinos can fluctuate 
property values, according to 
the congressional report, but 
any negative impacts “do not 
come close to canceling out 
the more conventional out-
put, income and employment 
gains.”
 That would mean a boon 
for Maryland, but Alexan-
dria’s high property values 
are the city’s top moneymak-
er. Real estate taxes generate 
about 58 percent of the city’s 
revenue, according to budget 
documents. It’s too early to 
tell how a casino would im-
pact Alexandria’s housing 
market, but it would become 
part of the city’s assessment 
formula, Jinks said.
 “Casinos can take all 
forms,” he said. “They can 
be very high-end like some in 
Las Vegas, or they can appeal 
to primarily tour bus kind of 
groups. It could have a posi-
tive effect; it could have no 
effect.”
 Jinks said a negative im-
pact on home values was 
“possible but probably unlike-
ly.”  
 Old Town’s hotels, shops 

and restaurants could lose 
business from competition but 
benefit from overflow. Nation-
al Harbor’s 18-story Gaylord 
Resort and Convention Center 
is an open pocketbook for the 
historic quarter’s businesses. 
 The Potomac Riverboat 
Co.’s water taxi ships more 
than 100,000 visitors to Old 
Town from National Harbor 
annually, said Stephanie Pace 
Brown, president and CEO 
of the Alexandria Conven-
tion and Visitors Association. 
The city’s tourism jumped 10 
percent when the Maryland 
attraction rose from the Po-
tomac’s muddy banks in 2008.
 That doesn’t mean slot ma-
chines and roulette fit Alexan-
dria’s family-friendly brand 
of historic ambiance, contem-
porary flair and charm. If a 
casino became reality, ACVA 
would continue to target Na-
tional Harbor visitors but 
avoid promoting gambling to 
other markets. 
 “I don’t think we would 
alter Alexandria’s brand be-
cause of a casino,” Brown 
said. “I think the visitor dy-
namic is different. I’m not a 
casino expert, but Alexandria 
provides a product of our own 
that’s based on modern ame-
nities and historic charm.”
 Alexandria residents, not 
tourists, would have to live 
with a casino across the river. 
Unlike the controversial wa-
terfront redevelopment plan, 

locals have no say in what 
occurs across the Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge. Local Don 
Williams, who spends time 
on Old Town’s waterfront, is 
morally against it.
 

“Gambling is not an uplifting 
way to raise revenue,” he said.
 Maryland Gov. Martin 
O’Malley is considering a 
special session in Annapo-
lis to determine the future of 

casinos at National Harbor. 
If approved, Alexandria of-
ficials will meet with Prince 
George’s County leaders to 
“learn more about it,” Jinks 
said.

oBituArieS
riChArd B. ArrinGTon, of 
Alexandria, April 26, 2012
GlorielA i. BolTon, of 
Alexandria, April 29, 2012
elliS CoPelAnd, of 
Alexandria, April 23, 2012
lAWrenCe FAllon, of 
Alexandria, April 28, 2012
eliSe heGUY, of Alexandria, 
April 25, 2012
TiMoThY J. o’ShAUGhneSSY 
(68), formerly of Alexandria, April 
24, 2012
SArA M. oYSTer (80), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
April 26, 2012

deloreS h. rileY, of 
Alexandria, April 26, 2012

riChArd K. SChUle (62), of 
Alexandria, April 26, 2012

rUSSell M. SMiTh, of 
Alexandria, April 21, 2012

MArY e. SUTTon, of
Alexandria, April 29, 2012

AlVA ThoMPSon, formerly of 
Alexandria, April 28, 2012

WilliS G. WriGhT, formerly of 
Alexandria, April 23, 2012

Join us for an Open House
at Central Michigan University’s 
new Alexandria Center.
Wednesday, May 16, 2012
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
CMU’s Alexandria Center
1775 B Duke Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

CMU
Alexandria
Center

You’re invited!

BIG BONUS! Attend our Open House and
we’ll waive the $50 application fee*.

Attendees will be given a code at the event. Applications must be received between 5/16 and 5/21/2012.
Refreshments and hors d’oeuvres will be served.

To RSVP for the Open House, call 703-684-9601 by May 9, 2012.
*This waiver applies only to Off -Campus and Online admissions, except DHA. Does not apply to admission fees to the Mount Pleasant campus.

www.cel.cmich.edu/MetroDC     MetroDC@cmich.edu

Central Michigan University is certified to operate in Virginia by SCHEV 101 North 14 Street, Richmond, VA 23219. Central Michigan University is accredited by the 
Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. Individuals with disabilities who need accommodation should call 

800-950-1144, ext. 3018 at least one week before the event. CMU is an AA/EO institution (see www.cmich.edu/aaeo).  www.cmich.edu/offcampus  33431  3/12

(On Duke Street near 
Diagonal Road and the 
King Street Metro Station)

“How to take an 
online class – Is 
online right for you?”
Presentations every half-hour 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Stop by and talk with:
• Career services counselors
• Academic advisors
• Financial aid advisors
• Veterans Aff airs
 representatives

cASino FROM | 1

Alexandria waits as Maryland debates casino
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 Many of the undesirable 
behaviors our canines exhibit 
can be attributed to lack of 
exercise. 
 I know many anxious 
dogs will chew right through 
their skin out of boredom 
and angst. I’ve heard many 
families complain about their 
hyperactive pet, saying he or 
she is “untrainable.” And I 
have seen major destruction 
caused by a dog that simply 
wasn’t given the opportunity 
to exert energy on something 

other than the sofa. 
 Well-meaning pet parents 
hear the word “exercise” and 
immediately think their dog 
needs a trip to the dog park. 
Wrong. A romp at the dog 
park may do more harm than 
good if you have an out-of-
control pet. 
 Many people say a “tired 
pup is a good pup,” and I 
couldn’t agree more. How-
ever, the park doesn’t provide 
the kind of disciplined exer-
cise that most dog trainers 

recommend for pups with be-
havioral issues. Repeat visits 
to the dog park may encour-
age your dog’s bad behavior. 
And the dog park may even 
create new bad habits that 
your dog picks up from other 
patrons. 
 When our dogs run amok 
at the park, there are no rules. 
The only boundary is the 
fence that encloses the area. 
 Most of the time, our dogs 
are so over-stimulated they 
forget their commands, ig-
nore their names when called, 

and barely even distinguish 
their owners in 
the mass of hu-
mans standing in 
a huddle. 
 We’ve all been 
there, repeatedly 
calling our dog’s 
name — only to 
have them run in 
the opposite di-
rection. We’ve 
observed fellow 
pet parents track-
ing their dogs with leash in 
hand as they dart away and 

join a game of chase on the 
other side of the 
park. We’ve no-
ticed behaviors 
that went uncor-
rected and spats 
that broke out be-
fore anyone could 
stop them.
   The dog park 
is no place for a 
work-in-progress. 
Your pet deserves 
the opportunity to 

learn proper behavior with-
out the mixed messages and 
inconsistencies of the dog 
park. 
 Instead, exercise your dog 
by taking him or her on a 
walk. The leashed dog walk 
provides disciplined exer-
cise that will be physically 
and mentally stimulating for 
your pet. It also will present 
the opportunity to establish 
yourself as your pet’s leader. 
 On a walk, you can guide, 
correct and praise your pup, 
encouraging good behavior 
and immediately addressing 
unacceptable ones. 
 The benefits of a dog walk 
are immense; there is no sub-
stitute. A few quick potty 
breaks per day, outdoor time 
in the yard and the occasional 
visit to the dog park are not 
going to provide adequate ex-
ercise for any dog, especially 
one with behavioral issues. 
 The next time you’re 
tempted to take the easy 
road to the dog park, reflect 
on this: Would you consider 
a pub-crawl exercise? Of 
course not! But if you an-
swered yes, chances are you 
need the walk just as much as 
your dog does, if not more. So 
get to it. 

Alexandria resident Isabel 
Alvarez owns The Wag Pack, 

a professional pet services 
company. The National As-

sociation of Professional Pet 
Sitters recently named 

The Wag Pack its business 
of the year.

Natural Food for Healthier Pets 

All Natural 
Dog Food • Cat Food
Treats • Supplements

DIY Dogwash

703-931-5241 • info@naturesnibbles.com
2601 Mt. Vernon Ave. Alexandria, VA
www.naturesnibbles.com

10% OFF
with this coupon

Our recent experience advertising 

with the Alexandria Times has 

been spectacular.  Their responsive 

and talented staff put together our 

advertisements in no time, and with 

a great degree of flexibility.  We were 

even able to update our advertisement 

two days before the paper went 

out.  For businesses seeking quality 

representation, we highly recommend 

the Alexandria Times.  
- Caffi Contracting

703.739.0001

What 
can 
the 
times 
do 
for  

you?

1313 Powhatan Street 
Alexandria, Virginia, 22314

Tel: 703.836.6775 
Fax: 703.836.2270

Pet mAtterS

The dog park is no place for unruly pets

By Isabel Alvarez

1.99%

Turbo Charge Your
Auto Loan!

APR

Auto Loan Rates
As Low As

On New Cars Up To 60 Months.
Other terms available.

(855) GO COFCU   cofcu.org•

1.99%APR1.99%APR1.99%

Auto Loan Rates

Apply online today!
Federally Insured

by NCUA
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Saints’ 17-5 victory 
extends win streak 
to seven 

By DerricK PerKinS

 Taking full measure of the 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
dismembering of Episco-
pal on Tuesday, Saints head 
coach Kathy Jenkins felt her 
squad came out a little flat. 
 “We didn’t think [the 
team] came out to play as 
good as we like,” Jenkins 
said following the 17-5 home 
victory. “I thought [Episco-
pal] had a great game.”

 By the Saints’ standards, 
their start was lackluster. Af-
ter attackers Sarah Wilcox, 
Besser Dyson and Katie Aus-
tin put the squad up by four 
in the first 10 minutes, the 
team’s vaunted offense hit a 
wall. 
 Though they pressured 
Maroon goalkeeper Craw-
ford Horan relentlessly, the 
junior blocked, pivoted and 
scrambled to keep the Saints 
(16-3, 3-1) at bay and the 
Maroon (4-14, 2-4) in com-
petition. Despite giving up 17 
by game’s end, the net mind-
er racked up 13 saves against 

one of the top high school la-
crosse outfits in the country. 
 After rendering the Saints 
silent for nearly eight min-
utes, the Maroon struck back. 
Junior Lee Stewart brushed 
by the St. Stephen’s defense 
to narrow the matchup to a 
three-goal game. 
 “We were shooting very 
quickly,” Jenkins said of the 
Saints’ lengthy dryspell. “I 
give a lot of credit to Episco-
pal.”
 But the Maroon’s op-
portunity began to close in 
the 20th minute of play. Dy-
son hurled herself at Horan 

to make the score 5-1. And 
two minutes later teammate 
Michele Phillips, a senior 
midfielder, scored and then 
scored again. 
 As the half’s final sec-
onds ticked off the clock, 
sophomore Sophie Davidson 
streaked out to give St. Ste-
phen’s an 8-1 advantage. The 
Saints never looked back.
 Jenkins concedes her team 
played better in the second 
half. With nine goals, spread 
across the roster, the Saints 
put the Maroon on the back-
burner and cruised to their 

SPortS

photo/Derrick perkins

An Episcopal defender jockeys for position with a pair of St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes attackers Tuesday afternoon. Despite slowing 
down the nationally ranked Saints early on, the Maroon were no match for their crosstown rivals.

St. Stephen’s hammers Episcopal

SEE SAintS | 15

T.C. Williams 
TiTans

Overall Record: 7-10
Conference Record: 4-7

lasT Week
April 27 at Lee L, 3-0

May 1 vs. South County 
W, 5-0

UpComing
May 4 vs. West Springfield

May 8 at W.T. Woodson

sT. sTephen’s & 
sT. agnes sainTs

Overall Record: 5-14
Conference Record: 3-7

lasT Week
April 26 vs. St. Albans 

L, 6-1
April 28 vs. Middleburg 

L, 12-2
April 30 vs. Flint Hill 

L, 12-0
May 1 at Georgetown 

Prep L, 11-1

UpComing
May 3 vs. Georgetown 

Prep
May 4 at Riverdale Baptist

episCopal maroon 
Overall Record: 2-12

Conference Record: 0-8

lasT Week
April 26 at Bullis L, 13-0

UpComing
May 3 vs. Landon
May 4 vs. Carroll

Bishop ireTon 
Cardinals

Overall Record: 12-12
Conference Record: 5-10

lasT Week
April 27 at St. Mary’s 

Ryken L, 3-2
April 28 vs. Gonzaga L, 

8-3
April 30 vs. O’Connell 

W, 6-5

UpComing
Playoffs

ArounD the 
BASeS
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seventh consecutive win. 
 The late spring humidity 
may have played a role in 
the squad’s inauspicious be-
ginnings. A day earlier, they 
practiced despite chilly tem-
peratures. Adjusting to the 
heat changed their play, Dy-
son said.
 “That’s one of the rea-
sons we don’t want to force 
anything,” she said, touch-
ing on the Saints’ strategy of 
circling their opponent’s net 
and killing the clock until a 
scoring opportunity appears. 
“That way, we’re not consis-
tently sprinting up and down 
the field.”
 The team’s patience paid 
off, particularly for Dyson. 
The junior, and fast emerg-
ing team leader, racked up six 
goals.
 “We definitely like to 
slow it down a bit and settle 
into our attack,” said senior 
midfielder Michele Phillips. 
“We’ll set it up and take our 
time.”
 Noticeably absent in the 

rout was Carly Reed. The 
college-bound junior has 
emerged as one of the Saints 
most potent offensive weap-
ons. An illness sidelined the 
attacker prior to the squad’s 
sole regular season matchup 
with their crosstown rivals, 
according to Jenkins. 
 Defeating Episcopal marks 
the team’s second drubbing of 
another Alexandria lacrosse 
program. The Saints blew out 
Bishop Ireton 14-3 in their 
first matchup of the season.  
 Despite the bragging 
rights at hand, it’s a good-
natured rivalry between the 
other city schools, particu-
larly Episcopal, Besser and 
Phillips said. 
 “We know all the girls, 
and it’s fun,” Phillips said. 
“It’s definitely a friendly ri-
valry. We always want to beat 
them.”
 The Saints — with four 
games remaining in the regu-
lar season — played Bullis on 
Wednesday, after the Times’ 
deadline. They welcome 
Holy Child to Alexandria to-
day before finishing off the 
season with matchups against 
National Cathedral and Flint 
Hill.

 A wide array of area high 
schools will go head-to-
head at St. Stephen’s and 
St. Agnes Upper School 
during the 31st annu-
al Draper Track and 
Field Invitational 
this weekend. 
 More than 30 
regional schools 
— including Al-
exandria rivals St. 
Stephen’s, Bishop 

Ireton and Episcopal 
— will meet for the 

event, which 
begins at 2 

p.m. Friday 
and runs through 
Saturday.
 Event orga-

nizers say the 
meet brings 
out great com-

petition; three meet 
records were set 

last year. Episcopal secured 
bragging rights as the city’s 
best high school team in the 
2011 event, with the women 
finishing fifth and men nab-
bing third place.
 For the full meet sched-
ule and information, check 
out www.draperinvitational.
org.

- Evan Campbell

 The girls freshman eight 
boat led the T.C. Williams 
crew team for a second con-
secutive week at the Charlie 
Butt Regatta in Georgetown 
on Saturday. 
 The freshmen brought 
home a victory for the third 
time this season, finishing 
nearly 4 seconds faster than 
runner-up National Cathe-
dral. The group includes 
rowers Maeve Bradley, Kyra 
McClary, Margaret McVeigh, 
Mary Embrey, Maura Naka-
hata, Taylor Sanders, Rachael 
Vannatta, Zoe Gildersleeve 
and coxswain Kathrina Poli-
carpio.
 The boys lightweight 
eight and the boys junior four 

also earned first-place fin-
ishes for the Titans. The boys 
lightweight team includes 
rowers Cody Brooks, Ethan 
Vannatta, David Salmons, 
Chris Porter, Constantine 
Ivanis, Sam Zickar, Mitch-
ell Youmans, Chris Kidd and 
coxswain Brian Comey. The 
junior team consists of row-
ers George Waskowicz, Nate 
Conrad, Calvin Heimburg, 
Ben Blakeslee and coxswain 
Spenser Gilliand. 
 The crew team hopes to 
build on their success Satur-
day in the Ted Phoenix Lower 
Boat Championships at Oc-
coquan. For a complete race 
schedule, visit www.tcwcrew.
org.

SPortS ShortS

St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes hosts annual Draper 
Track and Field Invitational

T.C. crew team finds success 
at Charlie Butt Regatta

SAintS

FROM | 14

Track & FieldCrew
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Salon Hair Care, Hair Color, Barbering

Spa Massage & Body, 
Skin Care, Age Management

Beauty Nail Care, Hair Removal,
 Lashes & Brows, Make Up

Also offered Complete Service VIP Rooms, 
Private Bridal/Special Event Studio, Boutique 

Jewelry w/Custom Design, Repair & Sizing Available, 
Concierge Service ... Complimentary Wi-Fi & 

Refreshments

123 North Washington St. Alexandria, VA
circeofalexandria.com • 703-519-8528

Your Boutique Luxury Destination
Come meet the new owners!

Exclusive Alexandria Times Sale

Buy $100, receive $20 back in Store Credit
Buy $200, receive $40 back in Store Credit
Buy $300, receive $60 back in Store Credit

Purchase a Gift Certificate, and receive 20% 
of its value back in store credit

Store credit valid 60 days from time of purchase.  No cash value for store credit.  Offer valid until May 31, 2012.
123 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703)519-8528 • www.circeofalexandria.com

S
hop

 an
d D

ine 
in

Al
ex

An
dr

iA
V

is
itA

le
xa

nd
ri

aV
A

.c
om

Rem
em

ber
 M

oM Happy Mother’s Day

Open Every Day & Evenings
113 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

703.549.8530 • www.silverparrot.com

1800 Diagonal Rd., Alexandria, VA
703-739-0777 • joetheismanns.com

We are a lot like your mother, really. We are 
comfortable. We provide sustenance and 
we have been around a long time! Show 

Mom some love. Take her out to a place that 
like her, has proven itself over time. Joe 

Theismann’s for Mother’s Day. Call now.

Happy Mother’s Day from 
Joe Theismann’s Restaurant

Mother’s Day
Celebrate Mom & family with our $29 

Three-course Sunday dinner from 5-9pm.
Bastille Restaurant

1201 North Royal Street Alexandria, VA 22314
703-519-3776 • www.bastillerestaurant.com  571-257-2591

ASK
ABOUT

Carpet, Duct
and Window

Cleaning too!

Make Mom Feel Special!
1$ 49 PRIORITY 

SPECIAL

  You Set the Tasks, We Do the Work!

New clients only. Geographic & 
day of week restrictions apply. 

2 Maids, 2.5 Hours

Order a Gift Card or Gift Basket!

AT-0512  Exp. 5/31/12

or
QUEEN
for a day

Delivery charges may apply
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Now to May 18

THE LEES AT HOME 
EXHIBITION This exhibit features 
40 intimate daily use artifacts of the 
Robert E. Lee family and explores the 
connections of the extensive family in 
Alexandria and Arlington. Admission 
is charged. 
Time: Only by guided tour
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or 
www.leefendallhouse.org

Now to December 31

MARSHALL HOUSE INCIDENT 
EXHIBITION The deaths of Union 
Col. Elmer Ellsworth and secessionist 
James Jackson at the Marshall House 
Hotel along King Street during the 
Federal occupation of Alexandria on 
May 24, 1861, stirred patriotic fervor 
in the north and south. This exhibit at 
Fort Ward features objects from the 
museum collection — like a star from 
the flag flown over Marshall House 
and loan items from the Mary Custis 
Lee chapter of the Daughters of the 
Confederacy — to tell this notable 
story about the event that launched 
the Civil War in Alexandria. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or 
www.fortward.org

OCCUPIED CITY: LIFE IN 
CIVIL WAR ALEXANDRIA 
EXHIBITION This exhibition exam-
ines life in an American town seized 
and held by its federal government fol-
lowing Virginia’s May 1861 secession 
from the Union. Explore the experienc-
es of Alexandrians — and others who 
lived here — during this tumultuous 
time through their words, as well as 
period photographs and collections 
items. Suggested admission is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or 
www.alexandriahistory.org

May 3 - 4 

MINT CONDITION The band, 
formed in the late 1980s, is known 
for hits like “Breakin’ My Heart (Pretty 
Brown Eyes)” and “What Kind of Man 
Would I Be.” Mint Condition celebrated 
the 20th anniversary of their first chart 
hit last year with the album, “7,” which 
garnered two Grammy nominations. 
Tickets are $55.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 

CaleNDar of 
eveNts

To have your event considered 
for our calendar listings, please 
email events@alextimes.com. 
You can also post your event 

directly to our online calendar 
by visiting www.alextimes.com.

Photo/Mike deBlois 

Actors David James, Matthew Randall and John Shackelford tenderly capture the tribulations of three Westerners — an Irishman, Eng-
lishman and American — held hostage in Lebanon in the Port City Playhouse’s gripping rendition of “Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me.” 

By JorDaN Wright

 There’s an inner peace that 
washes over your soul when a 
drama is so powerful, exquisitely 
acted and heart wrenching — you 
just want to share the earthmov-
ing experience with your fellow 
theatergoers. 
 Luckily, in this space, I can. 
The only caveat is to make haste 
since “Someone Who’ll Watch 
Over Me” runs just one more 
weekend.
 In a drama punctuated by mo-
ments of gallows humor and male 
bonding, three men are impris-
oned in a tiny cell in Beirut. The 
hostages — Edward, an Irish jour-
nalist; Adam, an American doctor; 
and Michael, an English teacher 
from Britain — are shackled and 
chained to a communal wall for 
an indeterminate sentence. 
 Most of us remember this story 
from news reports filled with har-

rowing tales of torture and execu-
tion at the hands of self-described 
Islamic Jihadists. Playwright 
Frank McGuinness loosely bases 
his Drama Critics Circle Award-
winning play on the experiences 
of Brian Keenan, John McCarthy 
and Terry Anderson when they 
were held hostage in Lebanon in 
1985 and ’86.  
 McGuinness extrapolated 
Keenan’s harrowing exploit from 
lengthy discussions about his time 
in captivity and used them to form 
the backbone of the drama. In or-
der to prepare the actors before re-
hearsal, director Rosemary Hart-
man gave each of them Keenan’s 
unflinchingly honest recounting, 
“Evil Cradling.” In it, Keenan 
poses the question: “Just as I was 
chained in darkness for almost five 
years, my captors were chained to 
their guns in a profound darkness 
I could see into. Tell me now, who 
is the prisoner here?”

 The piece opens with slow-
motion news footage of the war 
in Lebanon between ’82 and ’92, 
when 130,000 to 200,000 people 
were killed and more than 1 mil-
lion wounded. In stark contrast 
to the lulling strains of classical 
music, the images are projected 
against the set’s prison walls. We 
don’t hear the bullets and bombs, 
but we bear witness to the brutal 
gunfights and total destruction of 
cities. 
 It was a horrendous period 
when random kidnappings were 
the order of the day and the igno-
miny of America and its allies was 
the incomprehensible goal. As the 
lights come up, Ella Fitzgerald’s 
evocative rendition of “Someone 
to Watch Over Me” plays in the 
background. We’re greeted by a 
set design from Frank Pasqualino 
that is so end-of-the-world grim, 

sCeNe aroUND toWN

Hostage drama takes no prisoners

SEE hostage | 20
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Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

May 3

SUPPORTING DIGESTION WITH 
FOOD AND HERBS Spice and 
Tea Exchange will welcome Tricia Mc-
Cauley for a workshop about food and 
herbs perfect for cold and flu season. 
This interactive workshop will provide 
participants with simple tools and 
practices to stay healthy all year long. 
Tickets are $20.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Spice and Tea Exchange of 
Old Town, 320 King St.
Information: 571-312-8505 or 
www.spiceandtea.com

GENERATIONS OF GIVING 
GALA Join ACT for a blast from the 
past — Alexandria in the 1960s — and 
a look at ACT’s vision for the future. 
So polish the hubcaps, freshen the 
bouffant, and put on some cool 
Motown tunes and cruise down to the 
5th annual Generations of Giving Gala. 
Don’t miss out on an evening of fun 
to support ACT and its vital work to 
make Alexandria a better place for all. 
Tickets start at $175.
Time: 6:30 to 10 p.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: www.actforalexandria.
org

May 4 - 5

‘CRAZY FOR YOU’ The T.C. 
Williams drama department presents 
“Crazy For You.” The whole family will 
enjoy this upbeat show, which features 
a humorous plot, impressive dance 
numbers and unforgettable songs 
like “I Got Rhythm” and “Someone to 
Watch Over Me.” Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $5 for students, seniors 
and ACPS staff.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St. 
Information: Contact Hope 
Bachman-Miller at hope.bachman@
acps.k12.va.us

May 4 - 7

T.C. WILLIAMS STUDENT ART 
EXHIBITION The Del Ray Artisans 
and T.C. Williams High School art 
department will present the 15th an-
nual Student Art Show at the Del Ray 
Artisans gallery. The free exhibit will 
feature the work of members of the 
National Art Honor Society. The exhibi-
tion also will run May 10 to 13.
Time: Noon to 9 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Saturday; and noon to 6 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-838-4827 or 
www.thedelrayartisans.org

May 4

SPRING FOR ALEXANDRIA This 
free event is part of a four-day celebra-
tion which focuses on philanthropy 
and service to Alexandria — where we 
work, play, live and give.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: All city facilities
Information: Contact Susan 

Townsend at 703-836-2176 or 
stownsend@volunteeralexandria.org

INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY 
PLAYGROUP Children learn valu-
able social skills and improve their 
developmental skills through play. Par-
ents and caregivers will join their child 
in stimulating activities that reinforce 
physical, cognitive and social develop-
ment. The playgroup is free.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Cora Kelly Recreation 
Center, 25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: Contact Deatrice Wil-
liams at 703-746-3430 or deatrice.
williams@alexandriava.gov

May 5

OLD TOWN FARMERS MARKET 
The market includes local dairy, fish, 
fruits and vegetables. There is free 
parking in the garage during market 
hours. 
Time: 5:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St.
Information: 703-746-3200

SPRING CLEANUP AREA 4 
Residents who receive the City of 
Alexandria’s refuse collection services 
are reminded to clear out household 
clutter this spring and place unwanted 
bulky trash and metal items at the 
curb designated for the neighborhood.
Time: 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Throughout city
Information: Contact Davis McCoy 
at 703-746-4410 or askrobbie@
alexandriava.gov

MOUNT VERNON BIG FLEA This 
is a huge flea market fundraiser that 
benefits the Mount Vernon Community 
School PTA. 
Time: 8 a.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Community 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: mvbigflea.wordpress.com

SPRING FOR ALEXANDRIA/
ALEXANDRIA GIVES This free 
event is part of a four-day celebration 
which focuses on philanthropy and 
service to Alexandria — where we work, 
play, live and give. There will be dona-
tion collections of clothing, furniture 
and electronics. The event includes 
food vendors, exhibitors and music.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: Contact Marilyn Patter-
son at springforalexandria@gmail.com

ALEXANDRIA ART MARKET Alex-
andria’s art market, in its third season, 
will feature amazing artwork, multi-
cultural performances and yummy 
food. The original artwork — from more 
than 25-plus artists — will be on sale 
and includes paintings, photography, 
pottery, jewelry and glasswork. The 
event is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Nicholas A. Colasanto 
Park, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: Contact Kimberley 
Bush at 703-627-7656 or artmarket@
thedelrayartisans.org

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS BOOK 
SALE The Friends of Local History 

will sponsor the first Special Collec-
tions History Book Sale. All funds will 
support the mission of the Special 
Collections.
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Special Collections 
Branch, 717 Queen Street
Information: 703-746-1706

BARRETT BAZAAR This annual 
family-fun fair/carnival for children 
includes games, crafts, music and 
prizes.
Time: 3 to 6 p.m.
Location: Charles Barrett Elementary 
School, 1115 Martha Custis Drive
Information: Contact Bridget Koury 
at 703-567-0543 or bridgetkoury@
comcast.net

BOWTIES AND BELLES: A KEN-
TUCKY DERBY PARTY The Junior 
Friends of The Campagna Center will 
celebrate the third annual Bowties 
and Belles, a Kentucky Derby Party, 
at Collingwood on the Potomac. The 
event features afternoon of watching 
the derby, an exciting raffle, silent 
auction and cocktail reception. Tickets 
start at $80. Proceeds help support 
programs of The Campagna Center.
Time: 4:30 to 7 p.m.
Location: Collingwood on the Po-
tomac, 8301 E. Boulevard Drive
Information: www.campagnacenter.org

May 6

CIVIL WAR SUNDAY Explore the 
Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War 
Sundays, a showcase of an original 
May 26, 1861, edition New York 
Tribune detailing Col. Elmer Ells-
worth’s death in Alexandria; a Peeps 
diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s death; 
a TimeTravelers Passport exhibit 
featuring the Civil War drummer boy; 
a diorama of a heating system con-
structed in Alexandria to warm Civil 
War hospital tents during the winter of 
1861; a cocked-and-loaded Wickham 
musket discarded in a privy during 
the 1860s; and an exhibit on the Lee 
Street site during the Civil War. The 
event is free.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

May 7

PARTNERS IN ART GROUP 
Looking for a chance to get together 
with creative people, discuss art and 
exchange ideas? Join a meeting of 
the Del Ray Artisans’ cooperatively led 
Partners in Art group. Guests may find 
the group engaged in a creativity exer-
cise, enjoying a short demonstration 
or in a lively art-related discussion. 
Free and open to the public.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: Contact Millie Mateu 
at globaleducationsolutions@gmail.
com or Katherine Rand at katherine@
katherinerand.com

May 8

COLLAGE CUT UPS Feel over-
whelmed by the deluge of junk mail 
and magazines arriving in the mail? 
Take those scraps and have fun. 
Play with the Collage Cut Ups in a 

supportive environment promoting 
an exchange of ideas, creativity and 
networking with beginner and experi-
enced collage artists. RSVP by 9 a.m.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: Contact the outreach 
director at dra.outreach1@gmail.com

May 10

U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK 
OFFICE COMMUNITY DAY This 
annual community day celebration of 
diversity of U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office employees includes booths, 
a parade and music, and food and 
beverage sales. The event is free.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Eisenhower Valley
Information: Contact Maria Her-
nandez at 571-272-6310 or maria.
hernandez@uspto.gov

OPENING RECEPTION: 
CONVERSATIONS WITH MY 
MOTHER Created from “the debris of 
life,” artist Elissa Farrow-Savos creates 
narrative, found object sculptures that 
channel themes and emotions familiar 
to women. Farrow-Savos presents this 
collection of sculptures as interpreta-
tions of advice, adages and sayings 
passed down from her mother. The 
exhibition is on display now through 
May 28.
Time: 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Art League Gallery, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-683-1780 or 
www.theartleague.org

OPENING RECEPTION: 
BEDTIME STORIES — 
STORYTELLING THROUGH ART 
This juried exhibit features narrative 
works that invite the viewer to visually 
wander through the artist’s world, 
whether real or imagined. The exhibi-
tion is on display now through May 28.
Time: 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Art League Gallery, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-683-1780 or 
www.theartleague.org

JAYCEES COMMUNITY 
APPRECIATION NIGHT This free 
event will recognize outstanding City of 
Alexandria employees.
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: City Hall, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-4300

SECOND THURSDAY MUSIC: 
CAREY CREED The Northern 
Virginia Fine Arts Association and the 
Songwriters’ Association of Washing-
ton present Second Thursday Music 
with Carey Creed. The musician has 
played jug band, rock, big band, Celtic 
and black gospel — a strong founda-
tion for becoming an innovative artist 
and performer. Tickets are $10.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or 
www.nvfaa.org

To have your event considered for our 
calendar listings, please email events@
alextimes.com. You can also post your 
event directly to our online calendar by 

visiting www.alextimes.com.

Cabaret at the Carlyle
at 6:30pm

I’ll Always Love My Mama 
Tour with Captain Fly

Dinner from 6:30, Show at 7:30pm

Swing Machine Big Band
Dinner from 6:30, Show at 7:30pm

Latin Night
Dinner from 6:30, Show at 8:00pm

A Tribute to 
Frank Sinatra and his music  

Dinner from 6:30, Show at 7:30pm

MAY 6th

MAY 9th

MAY 3rd

MAY 4th

MAY 5th

411 John Carlyle St.
alexandria, Va 22314

703-548-8899
theCarlyleClub.Com
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you instantly sense the prison-
ers’ isolation.   
 During their brutal con-
finement, the hostages probe 
one another’s psyches and 

explore their innermost lives, 
trying to keep their spirits up 
until a hoped-for rescue. Their 
methods in the face of such 
adversity are inspired and in-
spiring. You can’t help but 
wonder what diversions we 
would employ under such dire 
circumstances.  

 The play’s mood swings 
back and forth like a pen-
dulum. There are lightning-
quick transitions from misery 
to comedy as the men regale 
each other with humorous 
tales to relieve the tedium, 
promising one another not to 
let the guards hear them cry. 
 Adam, played by David 
James, is afraid of going mad. 
Clutching a Bible for support, 
he is haunted by memories 
of his life as an only son in a 
house full of foster children. 
“Will they kill me for oil?” he 
wonders of the guards. Mat-
thew Randall plays Edward, 
who claims the Irish invented 
foreplay. “We call it drink!” he 
jokes as he fake-bartends mar-
tinis. 

 Together, they re-enact 
old films, perform childhood 
vignettes and fake-broadcast 
horse races to pass the time. 
That is until one night when 
Michael, played by John 
Shackelford, is delivered co-
matose into their shared cell 
and their awkward camarade-
rie is rearranged. Though ini-
tially regarded as an intruder, 
Michael, the stoic, becomes a 
stabilizing factor to the gradu-
ally declining spirits of the 
other two.
 With this latest production 
Port City Playhouse continues 
to impress, especially when 
tackling bold dramatic themes. 
In “Someone Who’ll Watch 
Over Me,” superlatives go to 
the entire ensemble, whose 

outstanding performances are 
nothing short of brilliant. Spe-
cial mention goes to lighting 
designer Julie Anne Watko, 
who does a fine job creating 
and handling 100 lighting 
changes and video montages, 
and accent coach Carol Stra-
chan, who has set the authen-
ticity bar higher than ever. 
 The play is poignant, rivet-
ing and perfectly cast. Highly 
recommended.  

 The play’s final perfor-
mances are at 8 p.m. Friday 
and 2 and 8 p.m. Saturday. 
The show is at The Lab at 

Convergence, 1819 N. 
Quaker Lane. For tickets 

and information, visit 
portcityplayhouse.org.

We have definitely 
received calls from 
our advertising in 

Alexandria Times.- George Stevens   

george.stevens@wdn.com
703-868-5566

703.739.0001

What 
can 
the 
times 
do 
for  

you?

Alexandria, VA 22307 

703-768-0018   www.saildc.com

Belle Haven Marina 
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 Youth 
Sailing Camp

 Ages 8 - 14
(703) 768-0018

www.saildc.com

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

Witness for the Prosecution 4/21 - 5/12
Unravel the mystery of  Leonard Vole, a small-time 
inventor accused of  murdering a rich old widow. 
All evidence points toward Vole, but only his wife, 
Romaine, can save him from the gallows. After a trial 
filled with many surprises, Leonard’s wife does appear 
on the witness stand – but for the prosecution.

T O R P E D O  FA C T O R Y  A R T  C E N T E R
O N  T H E  W A T E R F R O N T  I N  O L D  T O W N  A L E X A N D R I A

82 ARTIST STUDIOS   •   6 GALLERIES   •   THE ART LEAGUE SCHOOL

SHOP 3 FLOORS OF 

O R I G I N A L  A R T

MEET ARTISTS IN THEIR

O P E N  S T U D I O S

OPEN DAILY 10AM-6PM  •  THURSDAYS UNTIL 9PM
A R T I S T S Õ H O U R S  VA R Y   •   7 0 3 - 8 3 8 - 4 5 6 5
105 N. UNION STREET  •   ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

w w w . t o r p e d o f a c t o r y . o r g
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 Mothers go out of 
their way to ensure 
things run smoothly for 
their families. On Moth-
er’s Day, return the favor 
in a small but meaning-
ful way. Treat mom to a 
delicious meal and all-
around good time at a lo-
cal restaurant. 
 A nice and different 
place is Society Fair at 
277 S. Washington St. 
The establishment just 
opened a few months ago 
and offers a variety of 
ways to celebrate Moth-
er’s Day. It’s the perfect 
place for a glass of wine 
or bite to eat (great pas-
tries). But for early Moth-
er’s Day shoppers, the 
store also offers a bakery, 
butchery, market, wine 
bar and demo kitchen. 

It’s the perfect location to 
find a special gift. Society 
Fair will be open from 
11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. May 
13. For more informa-
tion, call 703-683-3247.
 Clyde’s at Mark Cen-
ter always satisfies cus-
tomers with terrific food 
and service, and Mother’s 
Day will be no different. 
There are several Clyde’s 
restaurants in the area, but 
the 1700 N. Beauregard 
St. eatery has a particu-
larly loyal following. The 
extensive menu offers 
something for everyone, 
and while other dining 
places struggle with con-
sistency, Clyde’s delivers 
quality dishes time and 
again. Call 703-820-8300 
for more details. 
 For an out-of-town 

experience in Alexan-
dria, check out Yves Bis-
tro at 235 Swamp Fox 
Road in the Hoffman 
Town Center. The French 
restaurant is a great spot 
for mom with its lovely 
Parisian atmosphere and 
relaxed pace of service. 

Not only does the res-
taurant have a special 
setting, but the prices 
are extremely reasonable 
too. Enjoy Mother’s Day 
with tasty French bistro 
food; call 703-329-1010.
 With the weather 
warming up, a picnic 

and a pizza may be just 
the ticket for Mother’s 
Day. Bugsy’s Pizza and 
Sports Bar at 111 King 
St. serves scrumptious 
pizza and boasts a tasty 
takeout menu. For more 
information, call 703-
683-0313 or visit www.

bugsyspizza.com. 
 At the end of the day, 
Mother’s Day serves as 
time to remind your mom 
how much she means to 
you. Think ahead, make 
a reservation and show 
mom she’s always on 
your mind.

let’s eat a special advertising feature of the alexandria times

Make Mother’s Day memorable at a local restaurant 

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday Special 

2 entrees and a bottle of wine for  

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

(Dining-in Only)

(After 6:30pm)

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner

$29.50

Two Entrées and a Bottle of Wine for 

$32.00
(in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues after 6:30 pm)

Au Pied de Cochon

$15.95
 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
not vAlid with Any other offer. exp 06/30/12

Kids eat FREE every Sunday & Monday

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

EvEry Monday
At Alexandria’s 

World Famous Chili Parlor

1404 King St.  
Alexandria, VA 
703-837-0050

hardtiMEscafE.coM

Free evening parking and all day weekends

$6.99 Burgers

 Carpenter’s Shelter marked 
its 10-year anniversary with 
a weekend of festivities, si-
multaneously raising about 
$120,000 for the North Henry 
Street institution, organizers 
said. 
 While the dollars generated 
during the celebration repre-
sent just a little more than 5 
percent of the shelter’s annual 
budget, the money goes a long 
way, said executive director 

Lissette Bishins. 
 “About 85 percent of our 
funding comes from individu-
als, family foundations and 
fundraisers. We get very little 
funding from federal or state 
agencies,” Bishins said. “[It] 
may not seem like a lot, but 
when we make up our almost 
$2 million budget, every little 
bit counts.”
 Some of the dollars raised 
will go toward running the 

shelter, she said, while others 
are earmarked for educational 
scholarships for residents. 
Though the economy may be 
on the mend, shelter staff turns 
people away each day.
 “I’d like to say we’re head-
ed out of business, but we turn 
away around 20 to 30 folks a 
day,” Bishins said. “The idea 
here is to be able to continue 
to offer our services and keep 
people moving forward.”

 More than 500 athletes 
competed in the homeless shel-
ter’s first Run for Shelter 10K 
and fun run, which took racers 
along Eisenhower Avenue on 
Saturday morning. Washing-
ton resident Gurmessa Kums-
sa Megre won the race, while 
Arlington’s Michael Ward-
ian took second. Burkeville’s 
Richard Morris earned bronze. 
 Shelter staff and volun-
teers capped off the weekend 

with their annual cook-off at 
the Birchmere — sold out in 
advance for the first time in 
event history. Judges awarded 
best starter to Bigg Riggs Ca-
tering; best main course to 
Overwood; and best dessert to 
BRABO. 
 The Majestic took home 
the people’s choice award for 
the second straight year.

- Derrick Perkins

Carpenter’s Shelter nets big bucks during weekend-long fundraising effort
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our view
Time for action, not words, 
on affordable housing
 As the saying goes, talk is cheap. Identifying a problem and 
taking constructive action takes vision, commitment and usually 
money. Action is difficult.
 There has been extensive talk — and self-congratulation — 
from city officials on how much of a priority affordable housing 
is in Alexandria. A growing number of residents are becoming 
not just weary but outraged by the endless verbiage accompanied 
by a dwindling supply of housing for low-income and blue-collar 
workers. This disaffection has manifested in protests, letters to the 
editor and now a political action committee formed in part to elect 
city council members committed to keeping Alexandria a place 
where people of all incomes can work and live.
 Affordable housing encompasses many programs and fund-
ing streams. It can mean government-subsidized housing, for 
which people must be below a certain income to qualify. It can 
mean transitional housing for low-income residents provided by 
nonprofit organizations like CLI. It also can mean nonsubsidized 
housing that’s nonetheless affordable for teachers, police officers, 
the non-wealthy elderly or young people just starting out. The 
Hunting Towers complex falls in this category.
 Housing units in the latter category, naturally occurring afford-
able housing, have fallen from about 18,000 units in 2000 to 5,700 
today. Think about that. In just 12 years the city has lost two-thirds 
of its nongovernment-subsidized affordable housing. Being a pri-
ority of city officials certainly hasn’t helped. In fact, how could the 
result be worse had affordable housing been at the bottom of the 
priority pile?
 On these pages we frequently preach fiscal restraint, but 
sometimes the problem isn’t the amount spent but where the funds 
go. Governments at all levels spend money on things that at least 
appear redundant and ineffective, yet have been in place for years. 
Budgeting is philosophy, and it’s time for Alexandria’s city staff 
and council to back up their sincere-sounding words about afford-
able housing with spending changes.
 We have several suggestions:
 First, delay approval of a redevelopment plan for the Beau-
regard corridor until the city’s master plan for affordable hous-
ing, which is under way, is completed and enacted. Let this plan 
provide a blueprint for all significant redevelopment projects in 
Alexandria, with concrete target numbers of housing units needed 
in each affordable housing category. If it’s going to take 30 years 
to fully redevelop the Beauregard area, it’s insignificant to wait 
another six to 12 months for a master affordable housing plan. 
 When the time does come to approve the Beauregard plan, the 
city must extract concessions from developers for the maximum 
number of affordable housing units possible. The revised plan that 
the planning commission considers tonight raises that number to 
800 goverment-regulated units. That’s an improvement, but as 
Tal Smith, an organizer for Tenants and Workers United recently 
said, “It makes little sense to tear down 2,500 affordable homes 
and only build 800 units in a community where most people are 
low-income.” Smith is right; losing two-thirds of Beauregard’s 
affordable housing in redevelopment is unacceptable.
 The city also must keep Hunting Towers and its 530 units as a 
naturally occurring affordable housing complex. Councilman Rob 
Krupicka was correct in his recent two-part Times op-ed: “It’s 
time to think outside the box” about affordable housing solutions.
 A person’s, or city’s, heart is where they put their treasure. It’s 
time for Alexandria to not just say, but prove affordable housing 
really matters.

opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

To the editor:
 We are all aware in these 
difficult economic times 
that pensions are an impor-
tant and volatile issue. The 
April 19 Alexandria Times 
editorial, “Cushy pensions 
at taxpayers’ expense,” 
showed a lack of aware-
ness of issues related to the 
city’s pension plans and 
two recent studies on the 
issue: a November report 
of the City of Alexandria 
Ad Hoc Retirement Benefit 
Advisory Group to the city 
council and city manager 
and a December Joint Leg-
islative Audit and Review 
Commission report to the 
governor and General As-
sembly of Virginia.  
 The report of the ad hoc 

advisory group, co-chaired 
by two Alexandria taxpay-
ers who are national ex-
perts on these issues, found 
the city’s plans to be pro-
fessionally managed, not 
overly generous and based 
on reasonable actuarial as-
sumptions. Further, the 
report recognized that the 
city’s contributions to the 
pension plans are essential-
ly “substitute salary” that, 
had the city not made these 
contributions, would have 
been paid to employees as 
salary.
 City employees have 
faced numerous and signifi-
cant benefit reductions and 
cost sharing approaches 
since 2006. These include 
increased costs to employ-

ees for health insurance 
coverage, elimination of 
post-employment life in-
surance, and significant 
changes to pension costs 
and coverage for new em-
ployees. The city man-
ager’s proposed budget for 
fiscal year 2013 includes 
further increases in the 
employee’s share of health 
insurance costs. In addi-
tion, this is the fifth year in 
which employees will not 
get a cost-of-living adjust-
ment or market-rate adjust-
ment.   
 It is reasonable to as-
sume for any community 
to maintain their quality 
of life that taxes will be 

alexandria employees do not have “cushy” benefits
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The Hunger Games trilogy is at heart a freedom story (One in an occasional series about freedom)

 I admit to being caught up 
in “The Hunger Games” phe-
nomenon. Two of my chil-
dren saw the movie the day 
it came out, and I saw it with 
them again two days later. In 
addition, my son and I read 
all three books during spring 
break. After several nights of 
reading into the wee hours 
(the books are quick reads 
and difficult to put down), I 
found myself pondering the 
reason for the series’ popu-
larity. 
 There are no characters 
as warm (or funny) as Harry, 
Ron and Hermione from the 
Harry Potter series. In fact, 
the lead character, Katniss 
Everdeen, isn’t particularly 
likable. 
 The books certainly aren’t 
great children’s literature. 
(Are all of those references 
to vomit really necessary?) 
There’s a bit of romance, 
though Katniss’ confusion 
and ambivalence render that 
aspect less than enthralling. 
What is compelling about 

The Hunger Games trilogy is 
her bravery in defying, and 
ultimately fighting to topple, 
a despotic government. 
 In many re-
spects she is rem-
iniscent of Kira 
Argounova from 
Ayn Rand’s “We 
the Living.” Kira, 
like Katniss, was 
a young woman 
who chafed under 
the constraints of 
a tyrannical gov-
ernment. (“We 
the Living” is set 
in the early years 
of Bolshevik rule in Russia.) 
 Both heroines show 
amazing courage against op-
pression, and both are part 
of romantic triangles. “We 
the Living” was written for 
adults, not children, and the 
ending is not happy. But both 
books show the great lengths 
to which brave people will 
go in their quest for freedom. 
Both show the human spirit 
yearns to free itself from the 

chains of bondage, but that 
many people lack the cour-
age to fight back.
 In The Hunger Games 

books, [spoiler 
alert] it gradually 
dawns on Katniss 
the rebellion’s 
leader is just as 
bloodthirsty and 
controlling as the 
president she’s 
dedicated her life 
to killing. She is 
ultimately able 
to save her coun-
try from both ty-
rants. But in the 

process, Katniss gives up on 
her true love when she real-
izes he’s willing to use any 
means necessary to achieve 
his ends.  
 I think those two mes-
sages are at the heart of The 
Hunger Games trilogy: We 
have nothing if we are not 
free, and we are morally no 
better than our enemies if we 
resort to barbarism. 
 Those are sentiments most 

people agree with in theory, 
but what about in practice? 
In America, we face noth-
ing like the despotism of The 
Hunger Games’ Panem, but 
we are not as free as we used 
to be. 
 A recent study found the 
United States to be only the 
eighth freest country in the 
world (tiny Estonia, former-
ly a republic in the USSR, 
was first). It feels like our 
freedom is being chipped 
away bit by bit. The causes 
are many but ultimately 
boils down to government 
— federal, state and local — 
ever increasing in power and 
scope.
 Horrific acts like those 
throughout The Hunger 
Games trilogy are rare in 
the United States, but they 
exist. Are we enraged like 
Katniss when confronted by 
barbarism in our midst? Do 
we even recognize it? Most 
people can agree the shoot-
ing of an unarmed teenager 
is grossly wrong, but what 

about water boarding in in-
terrogations or partial-birth 
abortion? 
 Freedom isn’t usually lost 
all at once: The erosion can 
be so gradual that we don’t 
even know it’s happening. 
Likewise, we may not even 
realize we’ve compromised 
our morals if our eyes are 
only focused on the result 
and not our methods. I once 
heard a political commenta-
tor say an American politi-
cian “was so utterly con-
vinced of the rightness of his 
positions that he would use 
any means to attain them.” 
 I don’t want to live in a 
country ruled by people like 
that. And I don’t want to rely 
on needing “the odds be ever 
in your favor” to survive. 
Suzanne Collins provides 
a very readable warning 
against all-powerful govern-
ment and despotic rulers in 
The Hunger Games trilogy. 

The writer is managing part-
ner of the Alexandria Times. 

Myview
Denise Dunbar

To the editor:
 I am responding to Chris-
ta Annett’s April 5 letter to 
the editor, “Diversity should 
not be encouraged at all 
costs.” Every great city, in-
cluding Alexandria, has resi-
dents who hide behind the 
argument their city “can no 
longer afford diversity by en-
couraging generous services” 
because the school system is 
“dominated by low-income 
black and Hispanic students.” 
 This is not a sentiment 
that I — or many lifelong 
residents I interact with — 
share.
 Seventeen years ago I 
decided to move to Alex-
andria because of its close 
proximity to the District; its 
historic Old Town; the abun-
dance of small businesses, 
neighborhood shops and 
family-owned boutiques; the 
vibrancy of a weekly farm-
ers market; the diversity of 
class-A restaurants; and yes, 

the diversity of races, lan-
guages and cultures. When 
I moved here, I also was 
awestruck by Alexandria’s 
small-town southern charm 
and northern efficiencies that 
rival any world-class city.
 I appreciate Alexandria’s 
history as a city that takes 
pride in its Civil War heri-
tage. On the one hand, it was 
a major distribution point for 
the slave trade; on the other, 
it served as refuge and safe 
haven for thousands of men 
and women who eventually 
called Alexandria home — 
before, during and after the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 
 I’ve enjoyed city leader-
ship, which has balanced the 
need for growth and econom-
ic diversity, as well as pro-
tected individual rights of all 
residents.
 I appreciate living in a 
city, where in the spirit of a 
true democracy, opposing 
sides can disagree on sub-

stance without resorting to 
race baiting, playing class 
warfare or hiding behind 
incendiary buzz words like 
“sanctuary city” in an at-
tempt to demean the rights of 
our residents and neighbors 
who happen to look, speak, 
dress or even worship differ-
ently than we do.
 Absolutely and without 
question, the City of Alex-
andria — its mayor, council 
members, planning commis-
sion, school board and cham-
ber of commerce — must 
do everything it can to keep 
Alexandria diverse. That is 
what makes Alexandria the 
world-class city that it is. 
And this is what will contin-
ue to attract people from all 
over the world to visit, work, 
dine, and live and contribute 
to our future growth and eco-
nomic development.

- Ric Murphy 
Alexandria

Diversity: a key aspect of alexandria’s appeal

used to hire and retain high-
ly competent and motivated 
employees. The retention of 
these employees is critical 
to keeping this high quality 
of service. Our city govern-
ment chose for several de-
cades to restrict living wages 
for its employees in exchange 
for incremental benefit com-
pensation. Consequently, the 
long-term employees were not 
paying for these pension costs 
as a tradeoff for receiving less 
income. They are currently 
some of the lowest-paid em-
ployees among their compara-
tor jurisdictions. Therefore, 
it is reasonable for council to 
ask that the taxpayer support a 
pay philosophy that has been 
decades old.
 One of the key recommen-
dations made by the ad hoc 
advisory group was that the 
city establish an adjustment 
mechanism for its supplemen-

tal retirement plan that would 
require employee cost sharing 
when an economic occurrence 
results in significant increases 
in the city’s pension costs. 
Public and employee mem-
bers of the group supported 
this recommendation, further 
demonstrating city employees 
have willingly shared costs 
with taxpayers.   
 The JLARC report empha-
sizes that the Virginia Retire-
ment System is conservatively 
managed and considered to be 
a financially sound system. 
The report further states that 
the average annual VRS retire-
ment benefit for local govern-
ment employees is $15,446. 
The Times should note that 
this “cushy pension” provides 
an annual benefit less than 15 
percent of the benefit average 
median income for the Wash-
ington, D.C., area.  

- Brenda D’Sylva
President of the Alexandria 

Government Employees 
Association
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To the editor:
 As the tourist season is 
upon us in Old Town, we’re 
facing the same set of is-
sues as we have in the past: 
tour buses on streets too nar-
row to accommodate them; 
the buildup of trash on King 
Street and adjacent streets; 
and tour guides who are un-
informed and lead groups of 
35 to 40 people, which leave 
sidewalks blocked. None of 
these are insolvable prob-
lems, but all of them have re-
mained unresolved for years. 

We commission study after 
study to tell us what we need 
to know to fix it and then fail 
to implement the sensible — 
and often simple — solutions.
 Who’s in charge here? The 
tour buses seem to be parking 
anywhere they please — for 
example, an alleyway on St. 
Asaph and King streets. I saw 
a huge tour bus make four 
cars back up three car lengths 
so it could make a turn from 
St. Asaph Street on to Queen 
Street. Then it nearly scraped 
a parked car making the turn 

from Pitt Street on to Camer-
on Street. It is not uncommon 
to see buses, some of which 
appear to be larger than hous-
es, only half-full. Are there 
no guidelines or rules?
 As much as we appreciate 
convenience and want to save 
parched visitors from their 
thirst, the new CVS at the 
corner of King and Pitt streets 
has contributed broken beer 
bottles, crushed beer cans, 
plastic bags and snack sacks 
along nearby roadways. This 
trash is similarly pervasive 

on the blocks adjoining Fair-
fax and Washington streets, 
where the path goes from the 
Carlyle House to Gadsby’s 
Tavern, the Washington rep-
lica house, the Lord Fair-
fax house and finally Christ 
Church. It has become a pa-
per trail of throwaways — a 
giant trashcan waiting to hap-
pen.
 There needs to be a little 
more basic manners here. 
Crowds should be told prior 
to tours this is a place where 
people live and ask that they 

respect that. We, residents, 
understand that the Old Town 
urban setting is not what most 
people have experienced, 
and the guides could offer 
some suggestions and set a 
good example. And it would 
be eco-friendly to offer recy-
cling containers throughout 
the town, as is done in many 
cities around the world.

- Kathryn Papp
Alexandria

Unregulated tourism is ruining Old Town

To the editor:
 I’m generally a Demo-
crat, but in Alexandria the 
Democrats running the city 
might as well be developers. 
Mayor Bill Euille is an 18-
year member of the council 
and a developer who invests 
in local restaurants. Vice 
Mayor Kerry Donley works 
for a bank that invests in lo-
cal developments. The June 
12 primary offers residents 
their first chance to elect 
Democrats who are truly 
progressive and actually 
think that good government 
means listening to all con-
stituents.
 Sean Holihan supports 
many important causes, but 
not those of residents who 
oppose developments that 
will damage their neighbor-
hoods, like the waterfront 
and Beauregard redevelop-
ment plans. Justin Wilson 
and Tim Lovain sat on the 
council when the city invit-
ed the monstrous, revenue-
draining Washington Head-
quarters Services buildings 
to Alexandria, regardless of 
its location. They are trans-
portation experts and must 
think it’s quite OK if the 
taxpayers of Alexandria lose 
millions of dollars paying 
for expensive (and not well-
thought-out) transit projects 
using a form of legalized 
gambling called tax incre-
ment financing. 
 John Chapman seems 
quite willing to accept most 

of the current development 
policies in exchange for the 
support of the incumbent 
mayor. Councilwoman Del 
Pepper has been on the body 
27 years and now votes in 
lockstep with the mayor. 
Councilman Paul Smedberg 
also supports the develop-
ment policies of the Demo-
crat majority. 
 The good news is there 
are a few candidates who 
think differently. Victo-
ria Menjivar and Sammie 
Moshenberg have been 
working to support the 
lives of the underrepre-
sented communities here in 
Alexandria and give them 
a voice. Arthur Peabody 
seems to understand that 
development without much 
thought for the future — or 
residents — is not worth a 
great deal. 
 Allison Silberberg rec-
ognizes the unfair treatment 
of the taxi cab drivers by a 
city government more used 
to hobnobbing with the real 
power brokers and big cam-
paign donors than those who 
struggle to pay rent. Boyd 
Walker has fought hard to 
preserve Alexandria’s his-
tory and is not under the 
thumb of special interests. 
 Please join with me 
June 12 to vote for Menji-
var, Moshenberg, Peabody, 
Walker and Silberberg.

- Anne Peterson 
Alexandria

Time for real change at City Hall Proud to be a Titan
 Purpose is important. We 
care about the success of each 
of our students and staff mem-
bers. 
 Learning is important. 
Performance is important. 
Achievement is important.  
Management and oversight 
are important. Our goals, our 
reputation, our successes, our 
school family, our Alexandria 
family and each individual 
are important. 
 We look back to last year’s 
community screening of the 
documentary “The Race to 
Nowhere,” which started dia-
logue about the pressures our 
students face with 
time management 
and possible over-
commitment. As 
a community this 
year, we explored 
the concept of Build-
ing Windmills and 
Transforming Com-
munities with our 
special guest, author 
and inventor William 
Kamkwamba. He provided an 
inspirational story about build-
ing a windmill in his backyard 
in Malawi, Africa.  
 Mr. Kamkwamba’s mes-
sage to our eighth-graders was 
about hope and possibilities. 
Additionally, we were recently 
thrilled to welcome Midori to 
T.C. Williams High School, 
where she instructed and per-
formed with our orchestra be-
fore appearing with the Alex-
andria Symphony Orchestra.
 We in Alexandria Com-

munity Public Schools are 
proud to be Titans. We are 
encouraged and motivated by 
the proud traditions that have 
helped shape who we are, and 
we are humbled by the chal-
lenges offered to us. Just as 
the 1971 football team recently 
visited Gettysburg to honor 
their past and mark the 40th 
anniversary of the Titan state 
championship, so do we hope 
that each day we are building 
memories for our students, 
families and staff as Titans. 
GREAT STUDENTS
 We are so proud to have 
three students recognized with 

prestigious national 
honors from the Na-
tional Merit Schol-
arship Corp. T.C. 
Titans Aduragbemi 
Gbopemi Jibodu, 
a future aerospace 
engineer, and Saara 
Kaudeyr, a future 
physician, are Na-
tional Achievement 
Scholars. Andrew 

Dewhurst, a future engineer, is 
a National Merit Scholar. 
 T.C. junior Christopher 
Gerlach continues to dominate 
the Virginia State Science Fair. 
This year he earned seven first-
place prizes and received an in-
vitation to continue his weath-
er-related research at NASA 
Langley Research Center.   
GREAT TEACHERS 
 T.C. English teacher Sarah 
Kiyak won the Washington 
Post’s Agnes Meyer Outstand-
ing Teacher Award. Sarah has 

been at T.C. since 2005 and 
works tirelessly on commit-
tees. She teaches advanced 
placement, inclusion classes 
for English language learners 
and standard education cours-
es. Sarah is a great example of 
the hard-working and commit-
ted teaching staff we have in 
each of our schools.  
 Additionally, 15 ACPS 
teachers are among 57 area 
educators who received Cer-
tificates of Study from the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts in recogni-
tion of their participation in the 
Changing Education Through 
the Arts program. They are 
Ameila Abd, Laura Aleck-
son, Emily Black, Katherine 
Brown, Jane Fett, Timothy 
Johnson, Lorraine Keir, Ange-
la Lutzker, Alison Supple, H. 
Katherine Toton, Shelia Walsh, 
Courtnay Weitekamp, Katelyn 
Collier, Mark Fort and Wesley 
McCune.
A GREAT COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP
 The ACPS strategic plan 
received a First Place National 
Magna Award for 2012, one of 
only 15 programs nationally to 
earn the award. It recognizes 
school board best practices and 
innovative programs that ad-
vance student learning.
 We stand as proud Titans 
with many accomplishments 
and so much work to do. 

The writer is the 
superintendent of Alexandria 

City Public Schools.

Myview
Morton Sherman
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 With the introduction of 
Henry Ford’s reasonably 
priced Model T automobile 
in 1908, the sport of “mo-
toring” was finally intro-
duced to middle-income 
Americans. Previously, the 
wealthy classes of Europe 
and America primarily 
owned automobiles. The 
rich would don their dust-
ers (long canvas coats pro-
tecting against the dirt and 
grime of unpaved road-
ways) for speed-racing or 
periodic excursions into 
the countryside.  
 At that time, there was 
little thought that the au-
tomobile could be used 
for utilitarian duties, like 
commuting to work, trans-
porting children to school or 
running errands. 
 As the popularity of mo-

toring increased in the second 
decade of the 20th century, the 
poor condition of roadways, 

lack of proper directional 
signage, and availability of 
repair and refueling facilities 
constantly thwarted automo-

bile owners. For this reason, 
local and national automobile 
clubs emerged to assist the 

driving public with their 
enjoyment of the sport and 
to advocate for road im-
provements and automo-
tive infrastructure.  
 By 1915 the Alexan-
dria Automobile Club had 
become a major institution 
in the sleepy city, with a 
membership of 85 and new 
club quarters along North 
Washington Street, then 
a part of the Washington-
Mount Vernon Highway. 
In an early tourism initia-
tive with city approval, the 
club erected several metal 
signs along the highway 

directing visitors to George 
Washington’s former home. 
 By the ’20s, a sport once 
considered a frivolity had 

come into its own and spurred 
many new industries relating 
to road construction, traffic 
management, fuel distribution 
and land development. With 
the collapse of the stock mar-
ket in 1929, the American Au-
tomobile Association stepped 
in to assist revitalization of 
the economy through new 
tourism services. 
 On October 1, 1930, with 
the help of city employees, 
AAA erected a series of new 
signs directing tourists to 
historic sites in Alexandria. 
Several of these signs remain 
in place, including the one in 
the photograph on Wolfe and 
South Pitt streets.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

oUt of the attiC
aaa historic signs point back to the early motoring craze

Photo/office of historic alexandria

Thumbs uP to all of Alex-
andria’s Public 
Safety Valor 
Award winners. 
Thirty-one city 

employees received these 
awards, and most were first 
responders who put their 
safety at risk to save the lives 
of others. We all hopefully ap-
preciate our policemen and 
firemen for their valor every 
day, but it’s nice to give them 
special recognition for a job 
well done.

— Patrice Culligan

Thumbs DOWN to the BB 
gun vandals who 
shot three holes 
in a North Alfred 
Street home last 

month. Not only did the per-
petrators damage property, 
but they possibly endangered 
the people inside the home. 
A BB gun in an urban environ-
ment is not just a harmless 
toy!

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs uP to the Ariail 
family members 
who are receiv-
ing the Legacy 
of Giving Award 

from ACT for Alexandria tonight 
at its annual gala. The list of 
organizations and people that 
have benefitted from the Ariail 
family’s generosity is long; the 
Alexandria Times is among 
those beneficiaries. Thanks to 
each member of the Ariail fam-
ily, but especially Leslie and 
her late husband John, for all 
you have done for Alexandria.

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs uP to Spring For 
Alexandria 2012. 
Spring for Alex-
andria engages 
thousands of 

volunteers and raises hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars 
for Alexandria-based charities. 
You can volunteer, donate and 
celebrate now through Satur-
day. Log on to www.springfo-
ralexandria.org to see how you 
can help.

— Patrice Culligan

Weekly Poll Quick takes
This Week’s Poll

Last Week’s Poll:

Do you think Alexandria City Council should delay vot-
ing on the Beauregard plan until a master affordable 
housing plan is finished (see story, page 1)?

A.  Yes.

B.  No.
How did your neighbors vote? 
Visit www.alextimes.com to vote and view the results.
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Would watching city council candidates 
debate inform your vote in the June 12 
Democratic primary?

61 Votes
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By Marty ross

 Pretty flowerpots are a garden’s 
centerpieces, and they don’t need a 
lot of pampering to make you and 
your garden look good. Fill some 
pots with colorful plants now and en-
joy them for months.
 Joan Mazat plants hundreds of 
flowerpot combinations every year as 
part of her job with the Ball Horticul-
tural Co. near Chicago. Mazat is in 
charge of poinsettias, geraniums and 
cut flowers, but she has been working 
with the company’s team of flower-
pot experts for years, “in charge of 
everything weird, wild and wonder-
ful,” she says. Snazzy combinations 
in flowerpots are her specialty.
 Every year, Mazat and the Ball 

flowerpot experts put together more 
than 200 combinations of annual 
flowers and 120 or more pots of pe-
rennials or of mixed perennials and 
annuals. The plantings are part of 
the company’s plant trials; it is also 
a way to supply garden shop owners 
and gardeners with a little inspira-
tion.
 Mixing annuals, perennials and 
shrubs in flowerpots is a great idea, 
Mazat says. 
 “Most people will not put annu-
als, perennials, shrubs and foliage 
plants together,” she says, but the ef-
fect can be stunning.
 Mazat’s one unbreakable rule for 
flowerpot combinations is simple: 
Do not plant sun-loving and shade-
loving plants in the same pot and ex-

pect them to thrive. 
 “If you do that, you will be very 
unhappy with the results,” she says.
 Shrubs are underappreciated 
choices for pots, says Stacey Hirve-
la, who works with Proven Winners 
ColorChoice Shrubs. Proven Win-
ners plants — including long-bloom-
ing Lo and Behold butterfly bushes, 
disease-resistant Oso Easy roses, 
and My Monet weigela — look great 
growing by themselves in a flower-
pot, but they’re even more fun with 
annual and perennial flowers and or-
namental grasses, Hirvela says.
 “I’m the kind of person who says, 
‘The more the merrier,’” Hirvela 
says. “They pair well with trailing 

Fill up those pretty pots
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 Photo/BurPee hoMe Gardens 

Heat-loving annual flowers and tropical plants 
are great choices for a big pot on a sunny deck. 
A handsome dwarf banana is the tallest plant in 
this pot, with variegated Trusty Rusty coleus, a 
Zahara zinnia and flashy chartreuse Marguerite 
trailing sweet-potato vine.

at home

hoMe of the WeeK

at a Glance:
Location: 555 S. 
Washington St., Unit 100
Price: $1,295,000 
Square Footage: 2,202

year Built: 1790, renovated 
2008 
Contact: Phyllis Patterson, 
Coldwell Banker, 703.518.6158,
www.PhyllisPatterson.com

Bedrooms: 2 + Den
Bathrooms: 2.5
Parking: 2 car garage + 
visitor spot + off street

ADVERTORIAL

 Dating back to the 1700s but 
converted to condos in 2008, 
the remodeled General Wash-
ington Club combines chic city 
living with historic character. 
 Originally built as a private 
meeting place to discuss events 
of the time, it later served as 
George Washington’s office 
while he was surveying the 
new town of Alexandria. In the 
1800s the property came into 
possession of Thomas White, 
the former chief clerk for Gen. 
Robert E. Lee, and remained in 
his family for 125 years.  
 From the 1940s to ’70s, it 
served as a popular Alexandria 
restaurant; afterward, it sat va-
cant for 25 years. In 2004 local 
developer Ryan-Corcoran LLC 
and principal Linda St. Pierre 
painstakingly worked to save 
the historic landmark and con-
verted it into four luxury con-
dos. 
 This unbelievably unique 

residence boasts Colonial-era 
materials coupled with elegant 
modern finishes on more than 
2,200 square feet with a two-car 
detached garage.  
 The living room unites 
original brick flooring, exposed 
brick walls and a gas fireplace 
with modern built-ins. The 
gourmet kitchen includes cus-
tom cabinetry, a slate floor and 
professional-grade appliances. 
It overlooks an informal family 
room and private patio with an 
intimate outdoor fireplace. 
 The upper level offers an 
expansive master bedroom 
with vaulted ceilings, exposed 
beams, sitting room, walk-in 
closet and an attached full bath. 
The floor also features an addi-
tional large bedroom, with pri-
vate bath plus light-filled den 
with built-ins. 
 This property is the epitome 
of historical significance and 
exclusive upscale living.

Unique residence blends upscale city living with historic character

courtesy Photo courtesy Photo

The living room features original brick floor-
ing, a gas fireplace and modern built-ins.

The remodeled General Washington Club dates 
back to the 1700s.

Grant Macpherson, Moving Consultant

grant.macpherson@jkmoving.com

540.533.8787 (c) • 703.574.6689 (o)
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plants, with something ram-
bling around and through, and 
sometimes with something 
else as a centerpiece.”
 These days, garden shops 
make it easy to come up with 
good-looking combinations 
for flowerpots. Many have 
potting stations among the 
rows of plants, as well as tip 
sheets for shoppers. Custom-
ers can plant their purchases 
in pots right in the shop to see 
how they look. Some shops 
hold workshops and demon-
strations for gardeners or offer 
ready-planted combinations.
 Choosing plants that look 
great together is really as easy 
as walking around a garden 
shop and trying out combina-

tions in a shopping cart, Mazat 
says. Plant tags describe the 
conditions plants like, so if 
you have a sunny spot, start 
by browsing the sun-loving 
plants and pick out colors and 
textures that appeal to you. 
Mazat recommends starting 
with something big and strik-
ing.
 “I start with my founda-
tion plant — whatever I want 
to design around,” she says. 
“Then I take that plant and put 
it next to other flowers and see 
if it gives you a pop.”
 Mazat loves pink and pur-
ple together. She recently de-
signed a combination around 
a glimmering Persian shield 
plant (Strobilanthes) with 
purple leaves brushed with 
silver, adding a celosia, with 

its pink bottle-brush blooms, 
and a pretty, dark blue petu-
nia with a white picotee edge. 
In another pot, she started 
with a flourish of Purple Maj-
esty millet and paired it with 
soft lilac petunias and fuzzy-
leaf plectranthus (sometimes 
called Mexican oregano).
 The biggest or tallest plant 
doesn’t always go in the mid-
dle, Mazat says; it depends on 
where the pot will be placed. 
Formal pots might have a 
tall plant in the center with 
mounding plants around it, 
but, by varying where you put 

the tallest plant, you can have 
a pot that’s a lot more interest-
ing.
 Mazat and Hirvela recom-
mend using large pots (at least 
18 inches across, on up to 24 
inches) and enough plants so 
the pots look full right from 
the start. Hirvela says she usu-
ally chooses neutral pots to 
show off her plants, “but the 
pot can come first,” she says. 
“I don’t think anyone should 
deny themselves if they see a 
pot they love and their heart 
goes pitter-pat.”
 Whatever container you 

choose, it should have drain-
age holes. After that, suit 
yourself. Mazat likes the fun 
of old washtubs and the trim 
sophistication of wire baskets 
lined with moss, but she has 
used inexpensive plastic pots, 
too. 
 “I did a design for a friend 
in plastic pots, and I told him 
‘You won’t see the containers 
in two weeks,’” Mazat said. 
 Cascading, ruffled petunias 
and silvery dichondra spilled 
over the sides in no time and 
the pots disappeared. The flow-
ers bloomed until the first frost.
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Caffi   Contracting   Services
Plumbing  •  Heating  •  remodeling  •  Since 1967

H a n d l e  t h e  H e at  w i t h  C a f f i

w w w . c a f f i c o n t r a c t i n g . c o m

703.836.6775 • service@cafficontracting.com
www.facebook.com/cafficontracting

$79
A/C Tune-up
Coupon may not be combined with 

any other offer.  Expires 5/31/12.

Make sure your air conditioner is ready to 
take on the blistering hot days ahead!  

Act now and take advantage of our 
air conditioning tune-up special.

Need a new 
system? You can 
start saving right 
away with high-

efficiency options
 from American 

Standard. Call us 
for a free 
estimate!

HOME APPLIANCE REPAIR TECHS
Our technicians diagnose and 

repair appliances (washers, ranges, 
dishwashers, refrigerators) in customers’ 

homes while providing outstanding 
service.  Minimum 1 year experience 

required (EPA certification for 
refrigeration).  Competitive pay based 
on experience plus sales commissions, 
benefit package, vehicle, computer and 

specialized tools.  

HIRING EVENT
Tuesday, May 8th, 1pm-6pm

597 East Ordnance Road,
Glen Burnie, MD  21060

This is an RSVP event!

Please contact Mervin C Butler 
at 407-551-5433 or 

mervin.butler@searshomepro.com 
for more details.  

EOE/AA.  We support a drug free workplace.
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Graphics/siGns

LEGaL

Interior    Exterior    Banners
Vehicle Graphics    Electrical

& Much More!

Tel: 703.349.2045
Fax: 703.349.2593
Tel: 703.349.2045
Fax: 703.349.2593

www.signarama-alexandria.com
4664 King St. Alexandria, VA 22302

Damiani & Damiani, pc
attorneys and counselors at law
604 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.548.1800
Fax: 703.548.1831
Email: david@damianilaw.com

Since 1997, Damiani & Damiani, P.C. has concentrated on providing 
its clients with excellent legal representation. The attorneys strive 
to be accessible and exceed their clients’ expectations. Our offices 
are conveniently located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. We are 
dedicated to helping clients with their legal matters regarding:

• Personal Injury Cases  •  Commercial Transactions
• All Aspects of Automobile and Moving Vehicle Accidents
• Civil Litigation  •  Traffic/DUI Cases

www.damianilawyers.com

To 

advertise 

your home 

products 

or services 

in the 

Alexandria 
Times, call 

our sales 

team at 
703-739-0001.

advertising
Works!
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Lawn Ranger Landscaping
Mowing • Edging • Trimming • Mulching

Weeding • Aerating • Seeding • Fertilizing
Yard Cleaning • Hedge Trimming

Licensed, honest & reliable. References available upon request.

For free, friendly estimates
Call 571-235-3169

Picture Perfect Home Improvements
(703) 590-3187   www.pphionline.com
Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

“If it can be done, we can do it!”  Serving Northern VA
Ask About Our Monthly Coupon • Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, 
Carpentry, Wood Replace/Repair, 

Drywall, All Flooring, Decks, 
Handyman Services

• FREE Estimates
• FAST & Reliable Service
• EASY To Schedule
• NO $$$ DOWN!

A&S LAndScAping 703.863.7465

All Concrete Work • Retaining Walls • Patios
Decks • Porches (including screened) 

Erosion & Grading Solutions • French Drains 
Sump Pumps • Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Licensed • Serving All of Northern Virginia

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
571.501.1751 Military & Senior Discounts

40 Years Experience • References Available   

Davis Contracting
Painting, Wood Repairs, Masonry & 
Brick Repairs, Power Washing, Gutter 

Repair & Install, Roofing Repairs

Carlos F. Painting, Inc.

Carlos Fuentes   References & Guaranteed
571.233.7667 • www.carlosfpainting.com

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• All Carpentry Work
• Water Damage
• Pressure Washing Decks & Homes

SpeCial 
priCeS 

for Empty Houses

Patrick’s
Painting & Pressure Washing

Locally Owned & Operated

Licensed & Insured

Honest • Skilled • Professional

703.862.7873 • www.PatrickSPainting.com

$100 OFF 10% OFF
wash, clean & Stain

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
On exterior home, deck & fencing; must 

buy all 3. with coupon. Exp. 5/30/12

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
Up to 2000 sq. ft. ;  larger homes 

may vary. with coupon. Exp. 5/30/12

whole House Painting

Solar Energy Installations and other Energy Efficient Products.
Invest now in solar panels to reduce your energy costs for a lifetime of savings.

For a no cost site evaluation & professional cost proposal, contact 
Russ Seward at 703.378.2471 or 703.927.7338 (cell)

www.aecsolar.net • russ@aecsolar.net
703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

MEdicaL

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chevy Chase
Floor Waxing Service

    

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Careful workmanship

• Serving local area for 30 years

• Old fashioned paste wax method
• Working owners assure quality

• Residential service a specialty

King Kreations LLC
Concrete, Brick, Stone, 
Ep-HenryBelgard, Patios, Walkways, 
Driveways, Walls (Decorative & 
Retaining), Chimneys, Repairs 
All New Installations Guaranteed 
6 Years; Repairs 3 Years!!
20+ Years Expertise. Fully Licensed & Insured
We accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover

Contractors License# 
2705144443

FREE ESTIMATES: Call 703.883.7123 or 540.847.KING (5464)

A company 
you can 

truly trust!

To advertise 
your business or 

service 
at competitive 
prices, contact 
Keith staples 

at 
kstaples

@alextimes.
com.

advertising
Works!

BUsiNess DireCtory
hoME sErvicEs

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chesapeake - Potomac 
Window Cleaning

           • Working owners   
              assure quality
• Careful workmanship

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Residential service a specialty
• Serving local area for 30 years

NICOLOCK
Paving & Masonry - Driveway Specialists

CaLL TODay fOr a frEE ESTIMaTE

• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Patios
• Stoops
• Pointing and Sealing

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis Courts
• Parking Lots
• Patch and Sealing

Senior
Citizen
Discount

25%

Discount
with ad

Office: 855.268.5625
Cell: 571.480.0846

serving the entire 
va, dc, md areas

Got headache?!
Our American Board Certified Neurologist can help you...

For Appointments Call: 
(P) 703.888.3036 • (F) 703.888.3175

The Neuro Clinic P.C.
Neurology, EMG, EEG, Doppler’s testing and Sleep Studies
8101 Hinson Farm Road, Ste. 201 • Alexandria, VA 22306

theneuroclinic@yahoo.com

Angela’s 
Cleaning Services

ExtrEmE
Carpet Cleaning

Book and Pay online!

licensed, Bonded & insured

571.501.6895 • 703.543.5554
angelascleaningservices.com 571.501.6895 • 571.501.2100

extremecleancarpet@gmail.com

House
Townhouse
Apartment

Entire
Apartment*

Entire
Townhouse*

Common Areas Only*

$2 Each Stair

Entire
House*

Weekly   Bi-Weekly   Monthly

$79      $99       $149

ClEaning
SpECialS

$69      $89       $119 $89 $149 $189
$49      $59       $69
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Classifieds

aCROSS
1 ___-to-order (custom)
5 Poor-box contribution
9 “Enjoy the Silence” band: 
  Depeche ___
13 Carve in marble
17 Ancient Greek athletic 
  competitions
19 An alarm may end it
20 End of the Lord’s Prayer
21 Superman’s kind of vision
22 TV addict
24 Florist’s accessory
25 Provide for free
26 Side dish at a Chinese 
  restaurant
27 Contemptible one

29 Structure made from poles 
  and hides
30 It has its ups and downs
31 Simple Roman garment
32 Dorothy clicked hers
33 Feeds, as hogs
36 Antiquity’s antithesis
40 Deafening
42 Diplomat’s forte
43 Cleans by hard rubbing
44 Bawdy
45 Faux ___ (blunder)
48 Ukraine port city
51 Angler’s tools
52 Ball of confusion
54 ___ king (how chicken might 
  be served)

55 Peter of “Parenthood”
57 Goes down like the Titanic
58 Tenor’s opera standout
59 Sultry
61 ___ rug (small floor covering)
62 Olympics broadcaster Jim
63 Member of a British advisory 
  board
69 Finger foods at a Spanish 
  restaurant
72 “___ in a Manger”
73 Outstanding debts
77 Thickening agent in foods
78 Band of eight
80 Part of USPS
83 “Anna Karenina” author 
  Tolstoy
84 Prayer-starting words

86 Whittle (with “down”)
87 Potato gadget
89 “Game, ___, match!”
90 Favoritism or discrimination
91 Barroom brawls, e.g.
93 Apply asphalt
94 Central points
95 Desolate
96 Eyelid application
97 Archaeological fragment
100 Locomotive tracks
102 Fleshy seed covering
104 Almost too coincidental
105 Silent film star Gish
108 What some doors do
112 Be a breadwinner
113 Cordage fiber
114 Police informant
116 Type of racing
117 Keep the engine running in 
  park
118 “Hot” winter drink
119 “___ circumstances beyond 
  our control ...”
120 Affliction of the eyelid
121 ___ and terminer
122 Baited a state trooper
123 ___ out a living (barely 
  gets by)

DOWN
1 Pepper spray brand
2 Excitedly anticipating
3 “The King of Queens” first 
  name
4 Renders unreadable, as data
5 “Ctrl” neighbor
6 “King ___” (Shakespeare 
  tragedy)
7 “... I ___ man with seven 
  wives”
8 Weightlifters’ assistants
9 Virtuosos (var.)
10 A Middle Easterner
11 Hotel worker
12 112.5 degrees from S
13 Go above and beyond
14 An expression
15 Animal crackers animal
16 Excessively promotes
18 Drives off, as a fly
19 Wise legislators
23 Tissue thickness
28 Complain about trifles

29 Dull landing sounds
33 Greek colonnades
34 Punch bowl accessory
35 “... sailed the ___ blue”
37 Beige hue
38 Seeks the affection of
39 Without a stitch on
41 Has a credit-card balance
44 Hawaiian island
45 Use of a company car, e.g.
46 One of the continents
47 “Don’t move, Fido”
49 Gull-like predators
50 Persian Gulf resident
52 Outward appearance
53 Oyster shell interior
56 Boxing great Muhammad
57 ___ Lanka
60 Accessory for an old-time 
  flying ace
61 Former first daughter Carter
62 “Natural High” singer Haggard
64 Archibald and Thurmond of 
  the NBA
65 Bedside pitcher
66 Work at lacemaking
67 Assumed the lotus position
68 Lobster pot
69 Art colony of New Mexico
70 Fit of shivering

71 Line made by a comb
74 The A of E.A.P.
75 “Superman” actor Christopher
76 Achier
78 Applying to ears
79 Woman with a gavel
80 Aura of doom
81 Cookie favorite
82 One with powers of foresight
85 “Humble” place to live
86 Continues
88 Afterword
91 “___ Flanders”
92 Tough to comb
94 Kind of benefit
95 Aquarium apparatus
96 Angry
97 Bird feeder bits
98 Artichoke center
99 Orderly grouping
101 Airline seating option
103 Agent, briefly
106 At the apex of
107 “Lymph” follower
109 Big scallion
110 Mark a ballot
111 Nephew of Cain and Abel
113 “About the Author” blurb
115 ___ man out

Weekly Words

last Week’s solution:

helP WaNteD

Lulu Sage Salon and Spa, Old Town, 
Alexandria is looking for established 
talented hair stylists to join our team.  
For more info please email us at 
Lulu@lulusagesalonandspa.com or 
call 703-894-0709.

Attention/23 people needed to 
work from ome on one - full training 
provided from NYSE listed. A+ BBB 
member 888-412-2748 or lifetothe
max.theonlinebusiness.com.

To post a 

Classified ad, 

email 

Pat Booth at: 

pbooth@alextimes.com
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Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review

Old & Historic Alexandria 
District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the Al-
exandria Board of Architectural Review 
on WEDNESDAY, May 16, 2012 begin-
ning at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the fol-
lowing applications:

CASE BAR2011-0301
Request for signage at 621 King St, 
zoned KR King Street Retail
APPLICANT: Burke & Herbert & Trust 
Company by DMS Signs

CASE BAR2011-0324
Request for signage and alterations at 
117 N Fairfax St, zoned CD Commercial
APPLICANT: Burke & Herbert & Trust 
Company by DMS Signs

CASE BAR2011-0325
Request for signage at 100 S Fairfax St, 
zoned KR King Street Retail
APPLICANT: Burke & Herbert & Trust 
Company by DMS Signs

CASE BAR2012-0073
Request for HVAC rooftop screening 
and alterations at 711 Princess St, zoned 
CD Commercial & RM Residential
APPLICANT: Rogers Creek LLC

CASE BAR2012-0101
Request to partially demolish and cap-
sulate at 804 Duke St, zoned RM Resi-
dential
APPLICANT: Jack Ezzell by Jon Han

CASE BAR2012-0102
Request for an addition at 804 Duke St, 
zoned RM Residential
APPLICANT: Jack Ezzell by Jon Han

CASE BAR2012-0109
Request for alterations at 806 Duke St, 
zoned RM Residential
APPLICANT: Nika & Nicolas Dufour 
by Jon Han

CASE BAR2012-0111
Request to partially demolish and cap-
sulate at 610 S Lee St, zoned RM Resi-
dential
APPLICANT: Suzan & Levin Kates by 
Lori Arrasmith Quill

CASE BAR2012-0112
Request for an addition and alterations 
at 610 S Lee St, zoned RM Residential
APPLICANT: Suzan & Levin Kates by 
Lori Arrasmith Quill

CASE BAR2012-0113
Request to partially demolish and cap-
sulate at 212 S Alfred St, zoned RM 
Residential
APPLICANT: Rahmi Hakin Ozsancak 
by Stephanie Dimond

 Alexandria’s Pet of the week 
is sponsored by Diann Hicks.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

www.diannhicks.com

Love is in the air and these two lovely Orange Tabbies are 
looking for someone to share it with!

Meet Roger and Rabbit, these extremely handsome 
gentlemen are 2 year old neutered males who are very 

bonded to each other. They are fun loving, life loving cats 
and have quickly become staff favorites! They are super laid 

back and have been great with kids, dogs and other cats!

For the Month of February we want to spread the 
love around and are waiving our adoption fees 

on bonded pairs of cats!

For more information about Roger and Rabbit or 
any of our winter adoption promotions please 

contact the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria 
at 703-746-4774 or visit us on the web at: 

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
 Thank you.

 
 

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Scooby ~
Did someone say “treats”?  Introducing young Scooby, 

a funny fellow with a love of people and snacks. An 
American Mix; his coat is handsome and distinctive.

 
Scooby is a cheerful guy who wants to play and have 
fun. He likes other dogs, and is always ready to go for 
a walk. He’s a charmer, and has made many friends 

among our Staff & Volunteers here at the Shelter.

For more information about Scooby, or to make a 
donation to the homeless pets of Alexandria, please 

call 703-746-4774 or visit: www.alexandriaanimals.org.  
Thank you!

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

 Alexandria’s Pet of the week 
is sponsored by Diann Hicks.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

www.diannhicks.com

Love is in the air and these two lovely Orange Tabbies are 
looking for someone to share it with!

Meet Roger and Rabbit, these extremely handsome 
gentlemen are 2 year old neutered males who are very 

bonded to each other. They are fun loving, life loving cats 
and have quickly become staff favorites! They are super laid 

back and have been great with kids, dogs and other cats!

For the Month of February we want to spread the 
love around and are waiving our adoption fees 

on bonded pairs of cats!

For more information about Roger and Rabbit or 
any of our winter adoption promotions please 

contact the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria 
at 703-746-4774 or visit us on the web at: 

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
 Thank you.

 
 

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is sponsored by 

Diann Hicks.

Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

The Alexandria Times will donate a portion of every 
paid display ad in May to our Cause of the Month.  
Please join us in contributing to this worthy cause.

Thank you to the following Alexandria Times advertisers 
for supporting SCAN in the month of April.

4Everly After
529 Kids Consign
A&S Landscaping
Affordable Care
Affordable Energy Concepts
Alexandria Convention & 
 Visitors Association
Alexandria Country Day School
Alexandria Cupcake
Alexandria Sanitation Authority
Alexandria Trolly
Allegro LLC
American Horticultural Society
Angela’s Cleaning
Baja Fresh
Baroody Camps
Bastille Restaurant
Belle Haven Marina
Bishop Boutique
Bradlee Dental
Bugsy’s Pizza
C&J Custom Carpentry
Caffi Contracting
Care for You Inc.
Carlos F. Painting, Inc
Carlyle Club
Carlyle House
Chadwick’s
Chevy
Christine Garner - Weichert Realtors
CiCi’s
Circe
City of Alexandria
Clyde’s Restaurant Group
CMU
Columbia Pictures 
CommonWealth One Federal 
 Credit Union
Community Lodgings
Conrad’s
Davis Contracting
Déjà vu
Diann Hicks - Weichert Realtors
Dishes of India
Disney Productions
Elizabeth Lucchesi - 
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Erie Construction
European Country Living
Exterior Medics
EYA
Fairlington UMC
Fibre Space
Fitness Together
Foster’s Grille
George Washington University
Hana Tokyo
Hannalores
Hard Times Café

Hermitage
Higher Level
Holiday Inn
J&J Builders
Janet Caterson Price - 
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
JK Moving
John Marshall Bank
King Kreations
King Street Cats
Kristin Mango - 
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Lamplighter
Lawn Ranger
LeRefuge
Leslie Rodriguez & Cynthia Bagett -
  Weichert for Torpedo Factory
Little Theatre of Alexandria
Lulu Sage Salon & Spa
Maid Brigaide
Maid Pro of Alexandria
Maids
Mango Mikes
Marlo Furniture
McCormick & Schmicks
McEnearney Associates, Inc. - 
 Commercial
National Art & Framing
Nicolock Paving & Masonry
Nova Smiles
Paramount Pictures
Patrick’s Painting
Pet of the Week - Diane Hicks
Phil Cefaratti - Weichert Realtors
Picture Perfect Home Improvement
Port City Playhouse
Potomac Falls Contracting
Prudential PenFed Realty
Public Space Meeting
Pulte Group 
Rebuilding Together Alexandria
Sheraton Suites
Silverman Galleries, Antiques 
 & Antique Jewelry
St. Anslem’s Abbey
Steinmetz Medical Association
Substance Abuse Coalition
Sunsetter Products
Suntrust Bank
Ten Thousand Villages
The Neuro Clinic
The Potomack Company
Torpedo Factory
TWD Carpentry
Warner Brothers 
Wells Fargo Advisers
Yves Bistro
Zoe Boutique

May’s cause: The Center for 
Alexandria’s 

Children 
protects 

children and 
strengthens 
families by 

coordinating 
the 

investigation, 
prosecution, 

treatment and 
prevention of 
child abuse 
in one safe, 

child-friendly 
facility.

To donate, please call: 
703-746-6008 or visit 

www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org

CASE BAR2012-0114
Request for an addition and alterations 
at 212 S Alfred St, zoned RM Residential
APPLICANT: Rahmi Hakin Ozsancak 
by Stephanie Dimond

CASE BAR2012-0116
Request for complete demolition at 632 
& 634 S Fairfax St and 213 Franklin St, 
zoned CL Commercial Low
APPLICANT: Mr. & Mrs. Paul Stevens 
by Eleanor F. Krause, AIA

CASE BAR2012-0117
Request for alterations at 630, 632, & 
634 S Fairfax St and 213 Franklin St, 
zoned RM Residential and CL Commer-
cial Low
APPLICANT: Mr. & Mrs. Paul Stevens 
by Eleanor F. Krause, AIA

CASE BAR2012-0132
Request to partially demolish and capsu-
late at 702-704 King St, zoned KR King 
Street Retail
APPLICANT: Nando’s of Alexandria, 
LLC by M. Catharine Puskar

CASE BAR2012-0133
Request for alterations and HVAC roof-
top screening waiver at 702-704 King St, 
zoned KR King Street Retail
APPLICANT: Nando’s of Alexandria, 
LLC by M. Catharine Puskar

Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 
King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-
4666.
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