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Alexandria’s little-known 
ordinance puts limitations  
on pet ownership
 
By DaviD SachS 

 Alexandria is often heralded as a 
pet-friendly community, but does a 
17-year-old law limiting cat and dog 
ownership bode well for that reputa-
tion?
 Since 1995 it’s been illegal for 
any household to have more than 
three dogs and more than four cats. 
It’s the kind of law — like the rule 
prohibiting residents from parking 
in front of their homes for more than 

72 hours — that makes some people 
scratch their heads.
 “I don’t really get it, but it doesn’t 
bother me, personally,” said Joshua 
Miller, a resident who exercises his 
two dogs at Oronoco Bay Park 
in Old Town. “You got to think 
it makes sense for some peo-
ple’s houses but not for oth-
ers.”
 One might expect the 
law to protect human 
health — and it does — 
but it exists mostly for 
the sake of animals, 
said chief animal con-
trol officer Joy Wilson. 
Many city apartments 

simply are too small for one dog, let 
alone two or three. It doesn’t make 
for the ideal dog’s life, though cats 
need less space to wander, Wilson 
said.
 But do animal control officers re-
ally enforce the finable offense?
  “We do, but it’s always after 
someone complains about noise 

or defecation or something like 
that,” said Wilson. “Or we 
might be responding to a 
different kind of call. It’s 
never really out of the blue.” 
  The fine is usually $50, 
but it’s at the officer’s dis-
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Development 
divide

The ‘cat lady’ law

photo/LAURA SIKES
MOTHER DEAREST: The Carlyle House served its tea blend and seasonal teas — along with the traditional fare of finger 
sandwiches, scones, tea breads, tarts and desserts  — at its Mother’s Day event Sunday. Calling Card Events organized the 
tea presentation in conjunction with The Carlyle House, which offered tours after the event. The tea party was just one of 
dozens of celebrations for mothers throughout the city over the weekend. 

Seminary Hill residents say city, 
JBG kept them in the dark
 
By aBEBE gELLaW 

 Despite the controversy surround-
ing the Beauregard redevelopment plan, 
many neighborhood residents remain 
unaware of the blueprint’s implications. 

 Alexandria City Council approved 
the contentious proposal in a 6-0-1 vote 
Saturday, paving the way for property 
owners to trade affordable housing for 
increased density in any future neigh-
borhood projects. The city’s top elected 
officials heard from a slew of speakers 
during the daylong hearing before their 
final vote.

 But the possibility of being displaced 
in favor of wealthier tenants came as 
news to Welmer Sanchez, a handyman 
living in the Seminary Hill apartment 
complex.   

 “They told nothing to the people 
living here,” said Sanchez, who has re-
sided in the complex with his wife and 
two children the past four years. “Nei-
ther city officials nor the leasing office 
informed us about plans to move us out 
of our homes.”

 Seminary Hill is one of the proper-
ties marked for demolition. Tenants and 
Workers United, along with concerned 
residents, has criticized plans to tear 
down around 2,500 affordable apart-
ment units in exchange for 800 new 
affordable units in the neighborhood. 
They worry nearly 10,000 people will 
be displaced, though city officials dis-
pute the figure. 

 Sanchez doesn’t understand why 
Seminary Hill, which has about 300 
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Old tOwn

Wonderfully updated 3 bed-
room, 3.5 bath end townhouse 
with over 2,200 sq ft of living 
space. Foyer entry, desirable 
open floor plan, dining room 
and living room with wood 
burning fireplace, custom 
built-ins and French doors to a 
deck. Great kitchen with Soap-
stone counters, white cabinets 
and wood floors is open to the 
dining room. Upper level with 

2 bedrooms and 2 full baths including the Owner’s Suite 
with a private bath. The top level features a home office 
and 3rd bedroom. Large walk-out lower level family room 
with fireplace,  built-ins, full bath and French doors to the 
fenced yard with patio. Ample storage including PDS to 
attic. Great location just blocks from shops, restaurants, 
Trader Joes and Braddock METRO.

Old tOwn / FOrds landing

$1,749,000
One of a kind 
3 bedroom, 3.5 
bath home de-
signed by ar-
chitect Arthur 
Cotton Moore 
with over 3200 
sq ft of luxuri-
ous in-town liv-
ing. Gracious 
room sizes, for-
mal living room 

with French doors to a roof top terrace & dining room 
with 8ft palladium window and domed ceiling. Gour-
met kitchen with 42” cabinetry, granite counters & 
breakfast area. Two bedroom suites with luxury baths 
and walk in closets. Private patio, 2 rooftop terraces, 
steam shower & spa! Steps to the riverfront & blocks 
to shops & restaurants.

rOsEMOnt

$849,000
Lovely 4 bed-
room, 2.5 bath 
colonial with 
3 beautifully 
finished lev-
els and an at-
tached garage. 
Hallway entry 
with formal 
dining room,  
living room 
with fireplace 

and French door to a large screened-in side porch with 
access to the back yard and patio. Upper level with 3 
bedrooms and 2 baths including a Master suite with 
private bath. Finished walk-out lower level with large 
family room, fireplace, 4th bedroom, half bath and 
storage. Blocks to parks, Maury elementary school and 
METRO.

tHE EclipsE

$575,000
Luxury 2 bed-
room, 2 bath 
condo in Arling-
ton with an open 
floor plan, high 
ceilings and 
NEW WOOD 
F L O O R S 
t h r o u g h o u t ! 
Abundant ame-

nities including a secure lobby with concierge service, 
outdoor pool, fitness center, rooftop community club 
with theatre room and an observation deck with spec-
tacular views. Spacious kitchen with SS appliances, 
granite counters, breakfast bar and 42”Maple cabinets. 
Great split bedroom configuration for maximum pri-
vacy, balcony and garage parking. On-site shopping 
including a 24 hr Harris Teeter. Blocks to Crystal City, 
METRO & Potomac Yards.

rOsEMOnt

Beautifully expand-
ed and updated 5 
bedroom, 3 bath 
bungalow located 
just few blocks from 
METRO, shops and 
restaurants in Old 
Town and Del 

Ray. Fabulous 2 story addition with vaulted ceilings, open 
floor plan and transom windows transforms this home 
into a showcase! Dream kitchen with granite counters, SS 
appliances and 42” Cherry cabinets is open to the family 
room with a gas fireplace, informal dining area and sun-
room with access to the back yard. The main level has 2 
bedrooms and a full bath. The upper level features a full 
bath and 3 bedrooms including a large master bedroom 
with double closets and a sitting area. Lower level recre-
ation room with a gas fireplace, full bath, laundry and stor-
age rooms. Off street parking, front porch and rear patio.

JEFFErsOn park

Lovely recently up-
dated 4 bedroom, 3 
bath brick colo-
nial surrounded by 
manicured lawns 
and beautiful land-
scaping. Foyer en-
try, light filled living 
room dining room 

combination and a main level family room with a wood 
burning fireplace. Kitchen with granite counters, birch 
cabinets, SS appliances and an adjacent year round 
sunroom with doors to the beautiful fenced back yard 
with a flagstone patio and perennial gardens. The upper 
level has 4 bedrooms including a Master suite with a 
private bath and walk-in closet. Finished lower level 
with recreation room, full bath and storage. Drive-
way with side entry for easy unloading. Convenient to 
schools, shopping, Old Town, Del Ray and Metro.
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ThE WEEKLy BriEfing

 Jefferson Houston School 
got a little tender loving care 
from area real estate agents 
last week, during Keller Wil-
liams Realty’s annual RED 
Day community giveback ini-
tiative. 
 About 25 volunteers with 
the company’s Old Town of-
fice visited the neighborhood 
school May 10 with garden-

ing tools and paintbrushes. 
They spent the day remov-
ing graffiti, adding a few 
coats of paint and improving 
the much-maligned school’s 
overall aesthetic appeal. 
 Flowers were planted, 
mulch was laid, weeds were 
picked and bushes were 
trimmed, according to event 
organizers. Jefferson Houston 

wasn’t the sole beneficiary of 
RED Day, which stands for 
Renew, Energize and Donate 
Day. About 70,000 Keller 
Williams’ employees across 
the country took on commu-
nity projects throughout the 
day.

-Derrick Perkins

 The Potomac Riverboat 
Co.’s Skipjack Minnie V, a 
historic Chesapeake Bay oys-
ter dredging boat, set sail on 
its inaugural voyage from the 
city docks by the Torpedo 
Factory on Saturday.
 “It’s a refreshing way to en-
joy the beauty of the Potomac 
and grasp a bit of history about 
oyster dredging on the Po-
tomac River,” said Charlotte 
A. Hall, vice president of Po-
tomac Riverboat Co. 
 Twenty-two passengers 
on the first Alexandria-based 
voyage enjoyed a peaceful 
90-minute cruise and tour of 
the river aboard the handsome 
Skipjack craft, which was 
built in 1906. Only 30 Skip-
jacks remain in existence. 
 Potomac Riverboat will 

offer rides Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays through 
the beginning of September 
and Saturdays and Sundays 
throughout the rest of Sep-

tember and October. Visit 
www.potomacriverboatco.
com for more information.  

-Times Staff

Volunteers pitch in for spring cleaning at Jefferson Houston

Rare historic ship makes Alexandria home 

coURtESy photo
From left, Kris Bernard, Bana Qashu and Carey Gooch give a Jefferson Houston School playset a 
much needed coat of paint on May 10. Volunteers with Keller Williams Realty spruced up the school’s 
grounds last week. 

photo/MARty DEVInE
The Skipjack Minnie V, one of just 30 oyster dredging boats still in 
existence, joined the Potomac Riverboat Co’s fleet last weekend.
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Tour our BRAND NEW 2-bedroom model!

Seller PAYs ALL 
closing costs!*

MOVE IN THIS SUMMER!
Open house Sat & Sun 12pm - 3pm!

1 Bedroom Residences Starting from $259,900  
2 Bedroom Residences Starting from $354,900

MBHomefinder

*Limited time offer on select units only. See sales manger for details.

6301 Edsalll Road, Alexandria, VA 22312
TheIsabellaAlexandria.com  |  703.539.5293

Sales by:
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crimE PoLicE BEaT

Damiani & Damiani, pc
attorneys and counselors at law
604 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.548.1800
Fax: 703.548.1831
Email: david@damianilaw.com

Since 1997, Damiani & Damiani, P.C. has concentrated on providing 
its clients with excellent legal representation. The attorneys strive 
to be accessible and exceed their clients’ expectations. Our offices 
are conveniently located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. We are 
dedicated to helping clients with their legal matters regarding:

• Personal Injury Cases  •  Commercial Transactions
• All Aspects of Automobile and Moving Vehicle Accidents
• Civil Litigation  •  Traffic/DUI Cases

www.damianilawyers.com
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AssAults

26 thefts

RobbeRies

AssAults with A 
DeADly weApon 

Vehicle
thefts

bReAking & 
enteRings

DRug cRimes

The following incidents occurred between May 9 to May 16.

Source: crimereports.com

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. 
The Alexandria Police Department is not required to supply the public at-large 
with detailed information on criminal cases.

Alleged abductor 
heads to grand jury 
 James Savage Click, who is 
accused of abducting and assault-
ing two women, heads before a 
grand jury next month. 
 The 23-year-old allegedly 
lured two women to a vacant 
building along the 2200 block of 
Mill Road with a fake rental ad-
vertisement in mid-April. When 
they arrived, he attempted to ab-
duct them, though unsuccessfully, 
authorities said. 
 The two women escaped, and 
a nearly daylong manhunt ended 
with police closing in on Click. 
But he was able to record an inter-
view with reporters from WJLA 
before Alexandria police took him 
into custody. 
 Alexandria General District 
Court Chief Judge Becky Moore 
sent Click’s case to the city circuit 
court grand jury after a prelimi-
nary hearing earlier this week. 
The grand jury is expected to 
weigh in on the charges in June. 
Moore ordered Click to be held 
without bond pending the hearing.

Cash nabbed
in daylight heist
 One or more thieves took ad-
vantage of an unattended purse 
and made off with an East Rose-
mont Avenue homeowner’s cash 
earlier this month, city police say.
 The victim, home at the time, 
was overseeing contract work on 
the property when she noticed the 
missing bills. Her purse, which 
contained a wallet and cash, was 
left near the front door, authorities 
said. 
 She reported the theft at 4:13 
p.m. May 8, according to police 
records. 
 Authorities have not named 
anyone in connection with the 
crime and would not say if any of 
the contractors were suspected in 
the theft. Nothing else was taken, 
said Ashley Hildebrandt, police 
department spokeswoman. 
 The incident remains under 

investigation. Police have not 
recovered any cash, Hildebrandt 
said.  

Del Ray wellness 
center burglarized
 A health and wellness center 
owner returned from an afternoon 
errand to find thieves had stolen 
cash from her 2200 block Mount 
Vernon Ave. store May 7, authori-
ties said.
 While the victim left the Del 
Ray health store unlocked, there 
was another employee present, 
said Ashley Hildebrandt, Alexan-
dria Police Department spokes-
woman. Still, one or more thieves 
snuck into her office and snatched 
the money during her absence. 
 Police did not release the 
amount of cash stolen but con-
firmed nothing else was taken. 
The victim reported the theft upon 
her return at 4:50 p.m.
 The incident remains under in-
vestigation, though police do not 
have suspect descriptions. There 
are no known witnesses or sur-
veillance footage of the heist, Hil-
debrandt said.

Missing woman 
found
 Alexandria police located a 
missing elderly woman a scant 
few hours after asking for the 
community’s help Sunday. 
 Verdina Cunningham, 69, of 
Washington, D.C., wandered off 
from the front porch of a 400 
block E. Clifford Ave. home about 
8 p.m. Saturday. Police conducted 
an unsuccessful overnight search 
for Cunningham, who suffers 
from dementia and needs daily 
medication, before turning to resi-
dents for help.
 Several hours after alerting 
the public, officials announced 
Cunningham had been located, 
alive and well, in her Washington 
home.

- Derrick Perkins

www.alextimes.com
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May 23, 2012, 
6PM-8PM
Natural Approaches to 
Cholesterol & Heart Disease

June 14, 2012, 
6PM-8PM
Osteoporosis:  Building Better Bones

Holistic 
Medical Doctors

Redevelopment would 
include ‘significant 
costs’

By DaviD SachS

 The future of a major wa-
terfront parcel is vague, but 
it could transform the Po-
tomac’s banks in the coming 
years — once its owners de-
cide what do with it.
 Pepco owns the land at 
1400 N. Royal St., home to 
GenOn, the coal-fired power 
plant scheduled to close for 
good October 1. The 22.6 
acre plot is worth about $54.7 
million, according to the Vir-
ginia State Corporation Com-
mission.
 What comes next for the 
shorefront parcel is anyone’s 
guess. Coal has saturated the 
land for decades, and the site 
has been industrial since the 

1930s. As such, any redevel-
opment requires years of de-
molition and environmental 
cleanup. 
 It would include “signifi-
cant costs,” Pepco spokesman 
Bob Hainey said in an email. 
Staging the site for redevel-
opment could take through 
2013. 
 The city’s draft water-
front plan offers only general 
guidelines for the site’s rein-
vention because GenOn re-
mained operational during its 
passage. 
 “Extension of Old Town’s 
grid network of streets should 
be considered; doing so would 
provide a means for organiz-
ing and connecting the site to 
the rest of the city in a com-
patible way,” the plan states. 
“Potential uses may take ad-
vantage of the outstanding 
views and the close proximity 

to National Airport and may 
include office, hospitality or 
meeting facilities.”
 But how much control 
the city has over the Pepco-
owned property is up for de-
bate.
 “Clearly the private prop-
erty owner has say,” said 
Deputy City Manager Mark 
Jinks. “But it remains to be 
seen which party [GenOn or 
Pepco] at the end of the day 
will drive the process.”
 GenOn has 88 years left 
on its lease and can sublet the 
land with its landlord’s per-
mission, which Hainey said 
the regional power company 
would consider.
 The city doesn’t own the 
land, but any development is 
subject to extensive commu-
nity input, Jinks said. Pepco’s 
plot is zoned as utility and 
would have to go through City 

Hall before becoming residen-
tial or commercial property.
 With a nod to open space, 
the city’s redevelopment plan 
also calls for “a significant 
new public amenity” to 
improve “public enjoy-

ment.” But GenOn, a publicly 
traded company, has a re-
sponsibility to its sharehold-
ers, said spokeswoman Misty 
Allen. Parks aren’t profitable. 

Future still uncertain for GenOn site

FILE photo
GenOn’s Potomac River Generating Station is scheduled to pow-
er down October 1. What will happen to the parcel, worth about 
$54.7 million, is up for debate.

SEE gEnon | 8
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Presidential politics came 
home to roost in Alexandria 
late last week with the opening 
of President Barack Obama’s 
new re-election campaign of-
fice in the Port City.
 U.S. Rep. Jim Moran 
(D-8), a former mayor and 
city resident, was on hand 
to welcome Organizing For 
America — Obama’s cam-
paigning arm — to Alexan-
dria on Saturday. He took the 
opportunity to stump for the 
Democratic president before 
a largely friendly crowd. 
 “We have a clear choice 
in this election between mov-
ing this country forward and 
building an economy where 
everyone gets a fair shot, and 
returning to the failed policies 
of the past and an economic 
policy that’s little more than 
tax cuts for millionaires and 
billionaires,” Moran said. 

 With the additional offices 
in Alexandria and Henrico, 
OFA has a presence in 15 
communities across the com-
monwealth, including Rich-
mond, Virginia Beach, and 
nearby Arlington and Fairfax 
counties. 
 Political pundits peg Vir-
ginia among states in play as 
the country heads toward the 

November presidential elec-
tion. While former Gov. Mitt 
Romney, the presumptive 
Republican nominee, leads 
by slim margins in national 
polls, a recent Gallup study 
found Obama with a slender 
advantage in swing states.  
 Many consider Gov. Bob 
McDonnell (R) a plausible 
match as Romney’s running 
mate. The University of Vir-
ginia’s Larry Sabato — of 
Sabato’s Crystal Ball fame — 
puts McDonnell squarely in 
the second tier of vice presi-
dential hopefuls, behind pop-
ular names like Sen. Marco 
Rubio (R-FL) and Gov. Bobby 
Jindal (R-LA) but ahead of 
Gov. Mitch Daniels (R-IN) 
and Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R-NH).

-Derrick Perkins

Obama campaign courts 
Alexandria’s voters

EXTRAORDINARY
V I C TO R I A N
TOWNHOUSE

C I R C A  1 8 6 0
Masterfully renovated.

Unrivaled design and detail.
And proudly featured on Saturday’s

Tickets and directions at 
washingtonluxurytour.com

ROBIN MCKIBBON WAUGH
+1 703 917 0515 | rwaugh@ttrsir.com

robinwaugh.com

© MMXII TTR Sotheby’s International Realty. Each Of� ce Is Independently Owned and Operated. Equal housing opportunity.

FILE photo

photo/SUSAn bRAUn
GIVING BACK: The Alexandria Sportsman’s Club honored Old 
Town resident Denise Dunbar, pictured above, with the group’s 
2012 Civic Award during its annual banquet Tuesday evening. 
Dunbar, part owner of the Times, helped raise $1.8 million for 
the Dunbar-Alexandria-Olympic Boys and Girls Club as fundrais-
ing chair. Presenting the award was Jerry File, who received the 
night’s top honor, the Alexandria Sportsman of the Year Award. 
The organization recognizes and celebrates local athletes. 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    MAY 17, 2012 | 7 

Dear Hobie and Monk,

 I work for a profes-
sional research firm of 
about 2,000 employees. In 
spite of its size, my com-
pany has remained fairly 
relaxed in terms of office 
dress code and general 
atmosphere. But for the last 
several months, a woman 
who works on my hall has 
taken to running every-
where. Many of us have felt 
the need to flatten against 
the wall when we hear her 
coming and to check left 
and right before stepping 
out into the hall lest we are 
mowed down. Are we really 
in a situation where we have 
to remind this adult there’s 
no running in the halls? Or 
is there another way to ap-
proach this problem?

- Working in the Fast Lane
 
Hobie: I quite like the idea of 
someone darting around the 
hallways. Most research firms 
could use a little livening up, 
don’t you think? I can’t be-
lieve someone hasn’t set up a 
hallway obstacle course.

Monk:  Hobie …

Hobie: OK, a more mature 

alternative would be to talk 
to this woman’s immedi-
ate supervisor. I assume you 
know or could find out the 
runner’s name? Track down 
her boss and let them know 
this behavior has lost its nov-
elty and become a nuisance 
and strange safety hazard. It 
should only take a conversa-
tion with her boss to slow this 
woman down. 

Monk: I actually think it’s 
time for a hallway full of 
quivering wall-huggers to 
regain some turf. Hobie’s 
suggestion is one solution, 
but here’s another: I suggest 
your band of researchers con-
spire to stage the collisions 
you’ve been avoiding. Go 
big! I’m imagining Academy 
Award-winning performances 
— Carol Burnett and an ava-
lanche of documents, spilled 
coffee and exasperated ex-
pressions. With each encoun-
ter, communicate to “Speed 
Racer” that running in the 
hall is unwanted office be-
havior. After a few successful 
smashups, a reasonably astute 
employee will get the mes-
sage. (It remains to be seen if 
Speed is reasonably astute.) 
 If crashing into one anoth-
er for a couple of days doesn’t 

solve the problem, go to the 
boss. In the meantime, you 
and your colleagues will have 
a blast going for the Best Per-
formance in an Office Colli-
sion Award. Break a leg.
 A word of caution: Be 
careful. Hobie and Monk and 
the Alexandria Times do not 
endorse bloodshed or vio-
lence, even when performing 
necessary and ridiculous of-
fice interventions.

Send your questions to 
hobieandmonk@alextimes.com.

Fuming on runs

Hobie and Monk are two Alexandria women with husbands, children, dogs, jobs, mortgages, unmet 
New Year’s resolutions, obsessions with impractical shoes, English novels … and Ph.D.s in clinical 
psychology. Their advice, while fabulous, should not be construed as therapeutic within a doctor-
patient context or substituted for the advice of readers’ personal advisors.
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Monk

T.C. Titan: YAZMIN DORADO    Grade: Senior    GPA: 4.2
Academics: Art 3, Art 4 and Graphic Design
Extracurricular Activities: T.C. Williams Soccer, Jazz Band, Jazz 
Combo.
Honors and Awards: Yazmin is a member of the National Art 
Society.
Future Plans: Yazmin plans to go to college to become an interior 
designer.

 

STUDENT
OF THE 
MONTH

BRIGHT, BOLD AND 
BEAUTIFUL: The Belle 
Haven Women’s Club 
celebrated the coming 
of warm weather with 
its annual Spring Dinner 
and Fashion Show last 
week. Models displayed 
some of the season’s 
top fashions and outfits 
during an evening of 
cocktails, shopping and, 
of course, a little bit of 
club business at Belle 
Haven Country Club. 
From left, event co-chair 
Alyson Parker, Blooming-
dales At Your Service 
personal shopping man-
ager Effie Elkorek and 
event co-chair Jennifer 
Jacobs pose during the 
festivities.

coURtESy photo
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Power plant redevelopment years away

 Youth 
Sailing Camp

 Ages 8 - 14
(703) 768-0018

www.saildc.com

 “We are not in the business 
of development so I don’t 
know what the future holds 
for that property,” Allen said. 
“But we have to create value 
for the company, so if there’s 
value in the property, we have 
a duty to evaluate that. But at 
this time that doesn’t exist.”
 In an email to Alexandria 
environmental activist Eliza-

beth Chimento, Allen said Ge-
nOn would review any term 
sheet submitted by a “finan-
cially solid developer.” 
 Whatever occurs, Pepco 
must micromanage the pro-
cess. Extensive underground 
infrastructure and electric ca-
bles integral to supplying the 
region with electricity must 
be preserved, Hainey said.
 “Pepco is not opposed to 
the potential for redevelop-

ing the site or creating green 
space, but we will need to be 
actively involved in deter-
mining what is done with the 
property,” he said.
 Jinks estimates it will be at 
least one year after the plant 
closes before any commercial 
entities begin a push for the 
property.
 “Right now, neither Pepco 
nor GenOn has said redevelop-
ment is a high priority,” he said.

gEnon FROM | 5

1 Bedroom Residences from the low $300’s
2 Bedroom Residences from the mid $400’s

LiveAtTheHenry.com | 703-349-0730
525 N. Fayette Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

More than a Building. This is Home.

cretion how long an offend-
er gets to comply, which is 
the main goal, Wilson said. 
Often, residents simply say 
they’re dog- or cat-sitting 
and avoid paying anything. 
And it’s not a common of-
fense for the Department 
of Animal Control — just a 
handful of calls a year, Wil-
son said, though she could 
not pinpoint a number.
 Several residents said it 
seems like a silly law. While 
parts of Alexandria are ur-
ban and somewhat cramped, 
others boast spacious man-
sions with huge yards. 
 “It’s just another case 
of government overreach,” 
said Lily Hampton, an own-
er of three cats and two dogs 
on the West End.
 Wilson admits the law 
would better serve the pub-
lic if it were customized to 

each type of dwelling. But 
cutting down on too many 
animals is not about picking 
on “cat ladies,” Wilson said. 
It’s actually indicative of a 
bigger problem — hoard-
ing.
 Hoarding is a recognized 
medical condition: a mental 
health disorder. Alexandri-
ans, like a Carlyle resident 
featured on the reality show 
“Hoarders” two years ago, 
aren’t immune. They hoard 
anything imaginable: news-
papers, food, clothes and 
even animals. It’s such an 
issue locally and nation-
ally there’s a task force on 
hoarding that includes ani-
mal control officers, mem-
bers of Alexandria’s fire 
department and represen-
tatives from the city attor-
ney’s office.
 “It’s a very real problem 
for the animals and the hu-
mans,” Wilson said.

PET LaW FROM | 1
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oBiTuariES
FERN A. ATKIN (88), formerly 
of Alexandria, May 13, 2012

CAROLINE W. BOTELER (84), 
of Alexandria, May 8, 2012

BRENDA M. FUQUA, of Alexan-
dria, May 4, 2012

GLORIA M. GARDNER (87), of 
Alexandria, May 8, 2012

JAMES B. HARGRAVE (88), of 
Alexandria, May 9, 2012

PATRICIA D. HASLE (84), for-
merly of Alexandria, May 9, 2012

BILLYE D. HAUT (77), of Alex-
andria, May 2, 2012

HAZEL H. LOCKWOOD, of Alex-
andria, May 10, 2012

William Henry Moncrief, Jr., Major 
General, was born 16 August, 1921 
in Denver. Co. and died at The Fair-
fax, Fort Belvoir, Va. on April 10, 
2012.  His younger brother, Col. 
John A. Moncrief,M.D., preceded 
him in death in 1977 following a 
career in burn surgery and research. 
MG Moncrief attended Vander-
bilt University and graduated from 
Emory University 
School of Medi-
cine, with post 
graduate work at 
Barnes Hospital, 
Fitzsimmons Gen-
eral Hospital and 
Walter Reed Gen-
eral Hospital. He 
was board certi-
fied in general sur-
gery and thoracic/
c a r d i o v a s c u l a r 
surgery.  Over 31 
years military ser-
vice, MG Moncrief 
served in World 
War II, Korea and 
Vietnam. A graduate of the National 
War College in 1966, MG Moncrief 
was detailed to the State Department 
where he oversaw the civilian health 
program in the Republic of Vietnam 
for USAID and was senior advi-
sor to the RVN Ministry of Health.   
MG Moncrief then served as Com-
mander, Brooke General Hospital, 
Letterman Army Medical Center, 
and finally Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center.  He received the Distin-
guished Service Medal and Legion 
of Merit with two oak leaf clusters.

Following retirement from the Army 
in 1973, Dr. Moncrief practiced gen-
eral and thoracic/vascular surgery 

in San Francisco Ca..  A strong pa-
tient advocate and sponsor of exter-
nal oversight of quality of care, he 
served as president of state and na-
tional peer review organizations in-
cluding the California Medical Re-
view, 1984-l987, and the American 
Medical Peer Review Association, 
1988-1991. He retired to Durango 

Colorado in 1995 
where he hunted 
and fished, and 
was an avid reader 
of history, political 
science, health pol-
icy as well as any-
thing on Scotland 
where he traveled 
regularly with his 
lady, Ms Dale Gibb, 
Alexandria, Virgin-
ia. He retired to The 
Fairfax near Fort 
Belvoir in 2006, 
spending much time 
in Old Towne where 

he regularly marched in the Scottish 
Walk, attended St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church and enjoyed Wolfe Street 
neighbors. 
He is survived by his children Jeff 
Moncrief of San Diego, Laura 
Grady of Burlingame, Calif., Can-
dace Anderson of San Francisco and 
Scott Moncrief of Temecula, Calif.; 
and six grandchildren.  A son, Ste-
phen, preceded him in death in l960.
Burial with full military honors was 
held at Arlington National Cemetery 
on May 15, 2012 at 3 p.m.  In lieu 
of flowers, please support Planned 
Parenthood’s work at the local or 
national level.

Major General, U.S. Army, Retired, 
William H. Moncrief, Jr.

August 16, 1921-April 10, 2012

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

The Woman in Black        6/1 - 6/23
This late-night ghost story will transpor t you to a 
small town in Scotland with a haunting tale. Following 
the death of  Mrs. Drablow, a young attorney travels 
to a small remote village to represent his firm at her 
funeral and settle her affairs. While there, he hears of  
a menacing spectre that haunts the small town. 

SVEIN ABRAHAMSEN
UNDERHILL - Svein Abrahamsen; 

Beloved Husband, Father, Son, Brother, 
Uncle, Brother in law and son in law 
died April 16th in Tyresö, Sweden. 

Before moving to Sweden, Svein, 
his wife Lisa and son Karl lived in Al-
exandria, VA for 15 years. Svein was a 
past president of the Alexandria Soccer 
Association, and was actively involved 
in his community. Svein was born in 
Oslo, Norway July 12 1958 and came 
to the USA as a child with his parents 
and brother Per. 

He leaves his wife Lisa and son Karl; 
his parents Malfrid and Reidar and 
brothers Per and wife Janis and Thor 
and wife Toby, nieces , nephews and 
mother in law Jan Phinney along with 
friends and family in Norway and in the 
USA.

He excelled in many areas, profes-
sional, sports and hobbies.

His interests spanned a wide field; 
music, sports, history and languages 
among others.

Svein was always the center of at-
tention at family gatherings. His stories 
and jokes kept us all entertained. His 
great sense of humor gave us many mo-
ments of joy and memories for life.

Svein was always full of life and en-
ergy. He was well liked by all who knew 
him. He is loved and will be missed by 
everybody.

 Arlandria’s “Safeway 
site” on Mount Vernon Av-
enue and West Glebe Road 
will once again house a res-
taurant — nearly two years 
after the embattled Cerro 
Verde closed shop. 
 Fossal Inc., which re-
ceived permission from the 
planning commission May 1, 
wants to remake a portion of 
the former supermarket into a 
Mexican and Salvadorian eat-
ery. The restaurant is relocat-
ing from the Arlington Ridge 
Shopping Center in nearby 
Arlington County. 

 The company asked, and 
received permission, for 150 
seats. The eatery also will of-
fer a takeout service, but not 
delivery. 
 Though the restaurant 
will feature a few TV sets, its 
owners have no plans for live 
entertainment, which is mu-
sic to the ears of city planners 
given the restaurant’s notori-
ous predecessor. In 2007, the 
then 5-year-old Cerro Verde 
changed hands and morphed 
into a nightclub after regular 
business hours. 
 With police fighting a rise of 

complaints and city staff catch-
ing reoccurring special use per-
mit violations, the owners were 
called back before the planning 
commission for a 2010 review. 
The restaurant closed doors be-
fore the meeting. 
 The Safeway site also is 
highlighted in the city’s 2003 
Arlandria neighborhood plan 
as one of three locations with 
potential for redevelopment. 
The restaurant will share the 
former grocery store with 
Dollar Plus and Duron Paints.

-Derrick Perkins

 The National Association 
of State Directors of Special 
Education is getting new 
digs, moving from its space 
along Diagonal Road to a 
200 block Reinekers Lane 
facility. 
 Washington-based Ezra 
Co., which negotiated the 
move on behalf of NASDSE, 
announced the relocation in 
late April. The seven-story 
building is part of the King 
Street Metro station com-
plex, with easy access to 
rail, and includes a hotel, 
restaurants, retailers and un-

derground parking garage. 
 NASDSE is pleased with 
the new location — and Ez-
ra’s efforts. 
 “It has been a pleasure 
working with [Ezra Execu-
tive Vice President] Gene 
Martin in securing our new 
office space,” said Bill East, 
NASDSE executive director. 
“We found Gene to be very 
knowledgeable, supportive 
and an excellent negotiator 
in our office search and se-
lection.”

-Times Staff

Arlington restaurant eyes Arlandria storefront 
for a new home

Education association moves to 
Reinekers Lane facility

“Best form of local advertising in Northern Virginia”- Adnan Hamidi   

703.739.0001

What 
can 
the 
times 
do 
for 

you?

Alexandria Cupcake1022 King St.Alexandria, 22314703-299-9099
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Specializing in 
weddings and 

events.

The DC Metro 
area’s premier 

cupcake bakery.

Alexandria Cupcake
1022 King Street, AlexAndriA VA.

For more inFormAtion, contAct inFo@AlexAndriAcupcAKe.com 
or 703-299-9099 • www.alexandriacupcake.com

687 South Washington St.
Alexandria, VA  22314 | 703.838.2006

Featuring custom designed 
wedding couture by Joy Houston

DEJA VU
Bat Mitvahs • Parties • Prom • Homecoming • Tuxedos
Jovani La Femme • Sherri Hill • Faviana & Many More

� ousands of Dresses to Choose From
One Style Sold Per School

1314 KING STREET ALEXANDRIA, VA
703.664.0032 • WWW.SHOPTHEVU.COM

Bridal directory
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Sargent named city’s
top softball player

By DEniSE DunBar

 Pitcher Alexis Sargent and 
her red-hot arm propelled the 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
Saints to their second In-
dependent School League 
championship in three years 
this past weekend.
 The Saints won three 
games in as many days, show-
casing skill at every position. 
They started the streak with 
an 11-0 blowout of Maret on 
Friday — a game marked by 
sensational diving plays by 
shortstop Nancy Bateman 

and right fielder Marena An-
derson.
 The team’s bats were 
equally explosive against 
Maret. Senior co-captain 
Taylor Heasley set the tone in 
the first inning after singling 
in the team’s first run and 
then stealing second base.
 The Saints also showed 
their grit in a close-fought 
game Saturday. Coach Steph-
anie Koroma’s crew defeated 
Stone Ridge 5-2, which set 
up a championship matchup 
Sunday with a strong Flint 
Hill squad.
 But Sargent dominated in 
the final, leading the Saints 
to an 8-4 victory. The junior 
went 4 for 4 with five RBIs 
at the plate and struck out 

14 with her maximum-effort 
pitching motion.
 Koroma said this year’s 
squad includes many of the 
same players from the cham-
pionship team of two seasons 
ago, but added that “com-
pared to [then] we are more 
mature and have grown tre-
mendously in terms of our 
ability to stay focused every 
single inning.”  
 Her star player, Sargent, 
pitched 13 shutouts during 
the season and leads all area 
pitchers with 312 strikeouts. 
The Alexandria Sportsman’s 
Club honored Sargent as the 
city’s top softball player of 
the year.
 This is the first time the 
Saints have been the outright 

winner of the season and ISL 
AA tournament champion-
ships. St. Stephen’s (19-3-1) 
advanced to the first round 
of the Virginia Independent 
Schools AA Division I play-
offs against the Bishop Ireton 
Cardinals on Wednesday — 
after the Times’ deadline.
 The crosstown rivals, 
seeded No. 4 and 5, respec-
tively, in the state tourna-
ment, played a marathon 
10-inning game earlier this 
season, with the Cardinals 
squeaking out the 7-6 win.
 The winner of the rematch 
likely will face Washington 
Catholic Athletic Conference 
champion Bishop O’Connell 
on Friday in Petersburg.

SPorTS

photo/DEnISE DUnbAR
The Saints got a strong set of outings from junior pitcher Alexis Sargent en route to an Independent School League championship 
this past weekend. Sargent’s arm and bat led the St. Stephen’s squad to their second title in three years. 

Saints secure conference championship T.C. Williams 
TiTans

Overall Record: 8-12
Conference Record: 5-9

lasT Week
May 10 vs. Annandale 

W, 5-2

UpComing
Playoffs

sT. sTephen’s & 
sT. agnes sainTs

Overall Record: 5-17
Conference Record: 3-7

lasT Week
May 9 vs. Landon (IAC 

tournament) L, 9-2

episCopal maroon 
Overall Record: 2-16

Conference Record: 0-10

lasT Week
May 8 vs. St. Albans 

(IAC tournament) L, 7-5
May 12 at Collegiate L, 

13-3

UpComing
DNQ for Playoffs

Bishop ireTon 
Cardinals

Overall Record: 14-13
Conference Record: 6-10

lasT Week
May 15 vs. Liberty 

Christian Academy W, 
7-4

UpComing
Playoffs

arounD ThE 
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 Stretch out those legs: The 
Kelley Cares Foundation will 
hold its fifth annual 5K run and 
walk at George Washington 
Middle School on Saturday.
 The race starts at 8 a.m. and 
costs $30 for adults and $20 for 

children, 6 to 12. The course 
takes participants through the 
beautiful neighborhood of Del 
Ray and is dog and stroller 
friendly, organizers said.  
 Proceeds from the 5K will 
benefit the Therapeutic Recre-

ation Program of Alexandria, 
as well as help build a field 
for the Miracle League of Al-
exandria.  
 For registration informa-
tion, go online to kelleycares.
org.

 Bishop Ireton not only 
faced fierce competition at 
the Virginia Catholic track 
and field championships Sat-
urday — the squad also bat-
tled sicknesses and injuries 
on the way to top-four fin-
ishes. 
 The boys and girls teams 
impressed their under-the-
weather coach Rita Williams 
at Abbey of Benedictine High 
School. The boys finished 
fourth overall, while the girls 
secured third place in a meet 
where both teams had to jug-
gle their lineups and fill holes 
because of illness and injury.
 The girls squad received 
strong support from their 
best runners, as well as their 
youngest, in the third-place 
finish. 
 Junior Nicole Bond, a 
workhorse sprinter, won the 
100-meter dash, secured 
second in the 400 meters 
and placed third in the 200 
meters. Sophomore Ricca 
Grahman complemented her 
teammate with wins in the 
200- and 400-meter dashes, 
along with a fourth-place fin-
ish in the long jump.
 With only 11 fit-to-com-
pete boys, B.J. Townley and 
Andrew Baerhe led the short-

handed squad. 
 Townley delivered quite 
possibly his career best per-
formance — winning the 
meet’s boys MVP Award. 
The versatile athlete took 
the 110-meter high hurdles, 
400 meters and triple jump 
(breaking a school record), 
as well as placed third in the 
high jump and long jump. 
 Not to be outdone, Baerhe 
also shined at the meet, plac-
ing in the 110-meter hurdles, 
300-meter hurdles and triple 
jump.
 “Andrew [Baerhe] is the 
example of a true team player 
… giving up the opportunity 
to place higher in his best 
event, he took on the events 
where we needed him,” Wil-
liams said in a statement. 
“There was never a question 
or objection from him.”
 The Cardinals must recov-
er quickly. They head into the 
Washington Catholic Athletic 
Conference championships at 
Good Counsel High School 
on Friday and Saturday.

-Evan Campbell

 He’s back. Tim Hightow-
er, hometown hero and 2004 
Episcopal alum, will return to 
the Washington Redskins for 
the upcoming NFL season. 
 The running back an-
nounced the new contract 
on his twitter feed late Sun-
day night, according to the 
Washington Post, saying “I’m 
baaaaaaaack.”
 The 25-year-old rushed 
for 321 yards on 84 carries 
last season before a torn ACL 
sidelined him for the year. 

Even coming off the injury, 
there is a good chance Hight-
ower will reclaim his starting 
job, according to pundits. 
 But, like last season, 
Hightower will face a bit of 
competition. The Redskins 
also have second-year backs 
Roy Helu and Evan Royster 
in the stable along with new 
draftee Alfred Morris of Flor-
ida Atlantic.
 Full terms of the deal were 
not disclosed. 

SPorTS ShorTS

Kelley Cares Foundation holds annual race Saturday

Cardinals overcome illness to finish 
strong in Catholic championships

Hightower gets second chance 
with Redskins

RunningPro Football

Track and Field

8 miles south of Alexandria on the George Washington Parkway
703-780-2000   |   MountVernon.org 

Sunset Celebration
May 25-27, 6-9 p.m.

Celebrate the start of summer at Mount Vernon. Enjoy exclusive evening tours
and family fun ~ from wagon rides to colonial games and dancing. Sip wine 

on the piazza and watch the sun set on the Potomac.

AT MOUNTVERNON



14 | MAY 17, 2012 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

now to December 31

MARSHALL HOUSE INCIDENT 
EXHIBITION The deaths of Union 
Col. Elmer Ellsworth and secessionist 
James Jackson at the Marshall House 
Hotel along King Street during the 
Federal occupation of Alexandria on 
May 24, 1861, stirred patriotic fervor 
in the north and south. This exhibit at 
Fort Ward features objects from the 
museum collection — like a star from 
the flag flown over Marshall House 
and loan items from the Mary Custis 
Lee chapter of the Daughters of the 
Confederacy — to tell this notable 
story about the event that launched 
the Civil War in Alexandria. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or  
www.fortward.org

OCCUPIED CITY: LIFE IN 
CIVIL WAR ALEXANDRIA 
EXHIBITION This exhibition exam-
ines life in an American town seized 
and held by its federal government, 
following Virginia’s decision to secede 
from the Union in May 1861. Explore 
the experiences of Alexandrians and 
others who lived here during this 
tumultuous time through their words, 
as well as period photographs and 
collections items. Suggested admis-
sion is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or 
www.alexandriahistory.org

may 17 - 18

THE LEES AT HOME EXHI-
BITION This exhibit features 40 
intimate daily use artifacts of the 
Robert E. Lee family and explores the 
connections of the extensive family in 
Alexandria and Arlington. Admission 
is charged. 
Time: Only by guided tour
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 
614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or 
www.leefendallhouse.org

may 17

CONSCIOUSLY EXPLORING 
YOUR LEGACY Bev Hitchins will 
present this free public workshop. 
After Hitchins went through her 
mother’s belongings — held in storage 
nine years after her death — she 
understood the importance of the 
letting-go process and became a pro-
fessional organizer. Now, the owner of 
Align expertly guides others through 

caLEnDar of 
EvEnTS

To have your event considered 
for our calendar listings, please 
email events@alextimes.com. 
You can also post your event 

directly to our online calendar 
by visiting www.alextimes.com.

photo/chRIStophER bAnKS 

Jody (Michael Russotto) and Carl (Eric Sutton) struggle to deal with the daily deaths of their friends during the height of the AIDS epi-
demic in Steven Dietz’s “Lonely Planet.”

By JorDan WrighT

 When an entire cast consists 
of just two characters — such as 
in Steven Dietz’s play, “Lonely 
Planet” — be assured the piece 
will reveal a deep exploration of 
the psyche. This thoroughly en-
gaging, Ionesco-influenced drama 
is told from a gay perspective dur-
ing the 1980s, when the AIDS cri-
sis was at its apex and death was 
prolonged, but inevitable. It’s a 
window into the private fears and 
anguish of those facing the daily 
loss of loved ones. 
 Jody is the urbane proprietor 
of Jody’s Maps, a cartography 
shop in Anytown, USA. He is 
consumed with the incongruity 
of wonky-proportioned Mercator 
maps and their outsized dimen-
sions of Greenland. He wants a 

world more clearly defined by Pe-
ters’ equal area maps that reflect 
the actual scale of the continents. 
He attempts to resolve these con-
flicting issues and sell maps at the 
same time. 
 His friend, Carl, is a fanta-
sist who adopts new professions 
as seamlessly as a chameleon 
changes color. On each visit to 
Jody’s shop, he spins new tales of 
his day. Sometimes he’s a crime 
scene investigator, while others 
he’s an auto glass repairman or a 
fine art restorer. Grappling with 
the constant reality of his friends’ 
deaths, he confesses, “I don’t 
make up things. I lie.” 
 But what’s his angle? Is it a 
coping mechanism, an innocent 
transference or is he a con artist? 
Jody is wary but captivated.
 The men pass time with mock 

tales of Richard Nixon-inspired 
Shakespearean skits and sword-
play with rolled up maps. 
 “We need to play our game,” 
Jody challenges.  
 “The game where we tell the 
truth? I prefer to lie a little lon-
ger,” Carl admits, spinning tales 
of Jesus-imaged china as they 
bear constant witness to the mind-
numbing reality of losing their 
friends.  
 Each day as their relationship 
deepens and Carl delivers more 
chairs to the small shop, Jody’s 
disconnectedness grows into ago-
raphobia.
 “No one prepares you for the 
fear,” he reveals, words laced 
with the resentment of how the 
“straight world” views the deaths 

ScEnE arounD ToWn

SEE PLanET | 16
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‘Lonely Planet’ touches everyone’s world
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the process. Space is limited and 
reservations are required.
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Location: The Fountains at Wash-
ington House, 5100 Fillmore Ave.
Information: 703-845-5000

may 18

BIKE TO WORK DAY Come bike 
to Market Square and enjoy music, 
food and gifts. The event is free.
Time: 5:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square,  
301 King St.
Information: Contact Geralyn 
Taylor at 703-746-3298 or  
geralyn.taylor@alexandriava.gov

INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY 
PLAYGROUP Children learn valu-
able social skills and improve their 
developmental skills through play. 
Parents and caregivers will join their 
child in stimulating activities that re-
inforce physical, cognitive and social 
development. The playgroup is free.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Cora Kelly Recreation 
Center, 25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: Contact Deatrice Wil-
liams at 703-746-3430 or deatrice.
williams@alexandriava.gov

JUSTIN TOWNES EARLE The 
Americana musician from Nashville 
will visit Alexandria. Son of Steve 
Earle, Justin’s last album release 
was “Harlem River Blues.” Tickets 
are $25.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

may 19 - 20

TEA WITH MARTHA WASH-
INGTON (FOR GIRL SCOUTS) 
Curious about how the original first 
lady entertained guests? What is the 
proper way to hold a teacup without 
handles? Come experience history 
with Martha Washington, who will 
discuss 18th-century tea customs as 
well as period clothing and dancing. 
The event includes the museum’s 
special blend of tea, pound cake, 
dried fruit and an assortment of 
cookies. Party attire is requested. 
Tickets are $25. Girl Scout groups 
are welcome, and the special activity 
patch is available.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St. 
Information: 703-746-4242

may 19

OLD TOWN FARMERS MARKET 
The market includes local dairy, fish, 
fruits and vegetables. There is free 
parking in the garage during market 
hours. 
Time: 5:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square,  
301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

TUCKER TROT 5K This race pro-
motes a healthy and active lifestyle. 
Proceeds from the 5K will benefit 
afterschool programs at Samuel 
Tucker Elementary School. There are 
registration fees for the race.

Time: 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Location: Samuel W. Tucker 
Elementary School, 435 Ferdinand 
Day Drive
Information: Contact Matha Grutza 
at 703-993-6300 or marthagrutza@
acps.va.us

SOLDIER-LED WALKING 
TOURS In honor of Armed Forces 
Day, a Union soldier in period uni-
form will lead two walking tours of 
Fort Ward. The 90-minute tour will 
introduce visitors to the history of the 
defenses of Washington, the building 
and role of Fort Ward, 19th-century 
fortification engineering and the 
troops who were stationed locally 
during the Civil War. The free event is 
weather dependent. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or 
www.fortward.org

WASHINGTON METROPOLI-
TAN PHILHARMONIC CON-
CERT Washington Metropolitan 
Philharmonic will perform Sibelius’ 
beautiful “Violin Concerto” with violin-
ist Marlissa Del Cid, Dvorak’s less-
often-heard “Symphony No. 6,” and a 
major work by Alexandria composer 
Jonathan Kolm, winner of Washington 
Metropolitan Philharmonic’s 2011 
composition competition. Tickets are 
$20; children and teens are free.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Bishop Ireton High 
School, 201 Cambridge Road
Information: 703-799-8229 or 
www.wmpamusic.org

LION CHEF INVITATIONAL The 
FHSSA, which began as the Founda-
tion for Hospices in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, will hold its second Lion Chef 
Invitational. The fundraising event is 
based on the TV culinary cult sensa-
tion featuring the legendary kitchen 
stadium and secret ingredient. 
Guests will mingle and taste their 
way through all of the dishes, cast-
ing ballots for their people’s choice 
favorites.  
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: 703-647-5167 or 
www.fhssa.org/lionchef2012

ALEXANDRIA SYMPHONY 
PRESENTS ‘THE PLANETS’ 
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra 
friend and consummate pianist 
Carlos Rodriguez will join the sym-
phony once again on Rachmaninoff’s 
“Piano Concerto No. 2” and Gustav 
Holst’s “The Planets.” Tickets range 
from $5 to $65.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall and Arts Center, 3001 N. 
Beauregard St.
Information: 703-548-0885 or 
www.alexsym.org

may 20

ST. MARY’S FLING St. Mary’s 
School will host a fun event for kids, 
featuring carnival rides, games, 
crafts, book sales, and various foods 
and desserts.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: St. Mary’s School,  

400 Green St.
Information: Contact Cheryl 
Desoto at 703-765-2336 or  
cheryl@desoto.com

CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARE-
NESS WALK Mattie Miracle will 
host its third annual Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Walk. The fam-
ily event includes games, a 26-foot 
rock-climbing wall, football and soccer 
clinics, face painting, raffle prizes and 
a moon bounce. Tickets are $25 for 
adults and $15 for children.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School Campus,  
1000 St. Stephen’s Road
Information: www.mattiemiracle.
com

CIVIL WAR SUNDAY Explore 
the Civil War in Alexandria with 
Civil War Sundays, a showcase of an 
original May 26, 1861, edition New 
York Tribune detailing Col. Elmer 
Ellsworth’s death in Alexandria; a 
Peeps diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s 
death; a TimeTravelers Passport ex-
hibit featuring the Civil War drummer 
boy; a diorama of a heating system 
constructed in Alexandria to warm 
Civil War hospital tents during the 
winter of 1861; a cocked-and-loaded 
Wickham musket discarded in a privy 
during the 1860s; and an exhibit on 
the Lee Street site during the Civil 
War. The event is free.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

CHILDREN’S ART FESTIVAL: 
COSMIC QUEST The Alexandria 
Symphony Orchestra will present its 
annual children’s arts festival Cosmic 
Quest at T.C. Williams High School. In 
addition to various activities — such 
as face painting, yoga and an instru-
ment petting zoo — the symphony 
will present two concerts featuring 
selections from Holst’s “The Planets.” 
Tickets are $5.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St.
Information: 703-548-0885 or 
www.alexsym.org

PRESIDENTIAL SALON Join 
former President James Madison in 
Gadsby’s historic Assembly Room as 
he discusses and engages guests 
about political and personal issues 
of 1811. Take part in this conversa-
tion with the fourth president of 
the United States and be a party to 
the public debate in the company 
of James Madison, as presented by 
John Douglas Hall. Reservations are 
recommended. Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $10 for students.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
alexandriava.gov/gadsbystavern

NAJEE The platinum-selling smooth 
jazz musician will perform in Alexan-
dria at the Birchmere. Najee’s latest 
album is “Smooth Side of Soul” and 
features hits like “Perfect Nites” and 
“One Night in Soho.” Tickets are $35.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 

Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

may 23

LINCOLN ASSASSINATION 
LECTURE Author Anthony S. Pitch 
will discuss his book — “They Have 
Killed Papa Dead! The Road to Ford’s 
Theatre, Abraham Lincoln’s Murder, 
and the Rage for Vengeance” — at 
this Alexandria Historic Society 
lecture. Harold Holzer, co-chairman 
of the U.S. Commission on Lincoln’s 
Bicentennial, described Pitch’s work 
as a perfect storm of a book. This free 
event is open to all.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum Museum, 
201 S. Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

may 24

CIVIL WAR 150TH CONCERT 
Enjoy an evening concert of songs 
from the Civil War era by the Washing-
ton Revels Heritage Voices. The Office 
of Historic Alexandria, in recognition 
of the Civil War Sesquicentennial, 
will sponsor this free program. The 
Washington Revels’ repertoire of 
Civil War music includes military and 
patriotic songs, African-American 
spirituals, and popular folk tunes from 
the period.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or 
www.fortward.org

may 26

FOURTH ANNUAL YARD SALE 
The fourth annual Yard Sale at Del 
Ray Artisans is a fundraiser that helps 
keep the fantastic gallery running 
smoothly. The event is free.
Time: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans’ gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.thedelrayarti-
sans.org/yardsale

CURATOR’S CHAT Aviation cura-
tor Ben Kristy will talk about Marine 
Corps aviation. The event is free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: National Museum of the 
Marine Corps, 18900 Jefferson Davis 
Highway
Information: 703-784-6116 or 
www.usmcmuseum.org

ERIC ROBERSON The R&B 
and soul singer-writer has received 
Grammy Award nominations the past 
two years. Eric Roberson, also known 
as “Erro,” released the album “Mis-
ter Nice Guy” late last year. Tickets 
are $35.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

may 27

ALEXANDRIA RUNNING FES-
TIVAL There will be a half-marathon 
and 5K through the Holmes Run and 
Ben Brenmen Park area.
Time: 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Location: Eisenhower Valley
Information: Contact Nicholas 
Penebianco at 301-807-8529 or 
president@mc.coop.org

1964 THE TRIBUTE This critically 
acclaimed group is a tribute band to 
The Beatles and has been perform-
ing since the early 1980s. Tickets 
are $35.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or 
www.birchmere.com

may 28

CITY OFFICES CLOSED The city 
will close city offices for the Memorial 
Day holiday.
Time: 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

To have your event considered for our 
calendar listings, please email events@
alextimes.com. You can also post your 
event directly to our online calendar by 

visiting www.alextimes.com.

A NIGHT WITH TEMIKA MOORE
Dinner from 6:30, Show at 8:00pm

A TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC
OF GERALD LEVERT

Dinner from 6:30, Show at 8:00pm

RAT PACK - TOGETHER AGAIN
Dinner from 7:00, Show at 8:00pm

Dinner from 6:30, Show at 8:00pm

DOC SCANTLIN & HIS IMPERIAL 
PALMS ORCHESTRA  

Dinner from 6:30, Show at 8:00pm

JUNE 21st

JUNE 29th

MAY 18th

MAY 25th

JUNE 1st

411 John Carlyle St.
alexandria, Va 22314

703-548-8899
theCarlyleClub.Com

A TRIBUTE TO MUSIC OF
MARY J BLIGE, LAUREN HILL AN
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of gays from AIDS. 
 But this play is not a redux 
of Ionesco’s absurdist farce 
“Les Chaises” or “Angels in 
America.” It is an intimate 
and darkly humorous portrait 
of universal love and loss and 
the methods we use to cope; 
in Carl’s case signified by the 
burgeoning collection of met-
aphorical chairs representing 
his late friends.
 Award-winning director 
John Vreeke and set designer 
Jane Fink, a local grad stu-
dent from George Washing-

ton University, deserve ku-
dos. Fink, in particular, does 
a brilliant job of evoking a 
musty map store with all its 
nooks and crannies. The play 
also features memorable per-
formances by Michael Rus-
sotto (Jody) and Eric Sutton 
(Carl), who create a believ-
able bond in the face of un-
imaginable loss with feroc-
ity, humor and fluidity.

 “Lonely Planet” plays 
through June 17 at Metro-
Stage at 1201 N. Royal St. 

For tickets and information, 
call 703 548-9044 or visit 

www.metrostage.org.

PLanET FROM | 14

A good banking relationship 
starts with an extraordinary team.

John Marshall Bank and you.

Call our Alexandria office today.
We welcome the opportunity

to discuss the financial needs 
of your business.

M e m b e r

JohnMarshallBank.com • 703-894-3157

Erik Dorn, Ted Johnson and Pam DeCandio

The familiar faces 
of business banking 

in Alexandria

429 N. St. Asaph Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

JMB_5.5x4.5_4C  1/18/12  11:48 AM  Page 1

Potomac Belle Yacht Charters

Located at the Alexandria City Docks

703-868-5566 • www.potomacbelle.com

A Private Yacht for all Occasions!

— Ends saturday JunE 9th —

floor samplE
clEarancE EvEnt

Our Washington, DC showroom will be closing its doors
on June 9th and we have over 2,600 square feet of floor 

samples and other pieces that must be sold. So don’t
miss this opportunity to select from this large collection 

at reduced prices—available to take home today!

For more information, call the showroom at
202.338.4292 or visit us online at thosmoser.com

Celebrating           years of handcrafted American furniture.

thos. moser showroom
3300 M Street NW (in Cady’s Alley)

Washington, DC  20007

mon-sat: 10am-6pm   |   sundays:  11am-5pm

Moser_AlexTimes_3.6x7_DCclose_MAY17.indd   1 5/14/12   1:03 PM

 While Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools struggles with bal-
looning enrollment, one com-
pany hopes to capitalize on the 
expanding youth market.
 Jamboree Jumps got the 
planning commission’s OK 
on May 1 to open a children’s 
amusement center at 615 S. 
Pickett St. The complex, near 
the Van Dorn Station Shop-
ping Center, will feature in-

flatable amusements, obstacle 
courses and slides, according 
to its special use permit. 
 Company officials expect 
most of their business to come 
from children’s birthday par-
ties and corporate events but 
told city staff drop-in guests 
would be welcome too. They 
expect a maximum of 75 
guests in the building at any 
given time. 

 Though the planning com-
mission approved the pro-
posal 7-0, the city’s blessing 
comes with caveats. Jambo-
ree Jumps must encourage 
customers — particularly 
birthday party groups — to 
carpool and hire a security 
officer.

-Derrick Perkins

West End children’s amusement center 
on the horizon

www.alextimes.com
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To feature your restaurant in  

Let’s Eat
 call Alexandria Times Sales at 

703-739-0001.  

advertising Works!

==

==
 As the school year comes 

to a close, parents and teach-
ers prepare for a slew of end-
of-the-year parties, gatherings 
and field trips. In Alexandria, 
a number of establishments are 
ready and willing to help with 
these celebrations. 
 Potomac Riverboat Co. pro-
vides a fascinating field trip op-
portunity. The company oper-
ates a variety of historic boats, 
which offer fun rides for the 
whole class. One of the river-
boats, the Admiral Tilp, takes 
visitors on a short voyage — 
with commentary — from the 
dock by the Torpedo Factory. 
The ride and narration highlight 

the importance of the river and 
history of Alexandria. Other 
trips include a visit to George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon 
estate and a sightseeing tour, 
from the river, of Washington’s 
monuments.  
 “We love welcoming people 
to the river,” says Charlotte 
Hall, vice president of Potomac 
Riverboat Co. “Whether it’s 
students and teachers during 
school days or families on the 
weekend, we will help them 
and provide affordable options. 
Our river boat rides also make 
good graduation gifts and end-
of-year teachers’ gifts.”
 For more information and 

details on group discounts, 
call 703-684-0580, check out 
www.potomacriverboatco.com 
or email info@potomacriver-
boatco.com.
 Bugsy’s Pizza Restaurant 
and Sports Bar sits just a short 
walk from Potomac Riverboat. 
The 111 King St. restaurant not 
only enjoys entertaining stu-
dents for field trip lunch breaks, 
but also loves delivering pizzas 
to schools for class parties. 
 “We love helping parents, 
teachers and students with their 
class parties by delivering pizza 
and salads to the school or by 
hosting the students when they 
come in for lunch during a field 

trip,” says Bryan “Bugsy” Wat-
son, owner of the eatery.
 Bugsy’s restaurant offers 
pizza, salad and other specials 
online at www.bugsyspizza.
com. Call 703-683-0313 for 
pizza delivery or pickup details.
 Pizza pies aren’t the only 
party food. Baja Fresh Mexi-
can Grill at 3231 Duke St. 
offers great takeout — it’s 
party appropriate and festive 
too. And the Baja Fresh party 
platters will spice up any end-
of-the-year school party. For 
more information on the deli-
cious and affordable catering 
menu, call 703-823-2888 or 
go to www.bajafresh.com.

 Like party platters, chick-
en wings also are a celebra-
tion staple. Foster’s Grille at 
2004 Eisenhower Ave. makes 
tasty chicken wings, perfect 
for children and teachers. If 
the class isn’t too big, parents 
also may consider the restau-
rant’s mouth-watering burg-
ers. Call 703-519-0055 or 
check out www.fostersgrille.
com for more information.
 Teachers and students give 
it their all during the school 
year and deserve a proper 
sendoff. These fine establish-
ments guarantee everyone 
celebrates in style.

Let’s Eat a special advertising feature of the alexandria Times

As school year ends, party planning begins

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday Special 

2 entrees and a bottle of wine for  

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

(Dining-in Only)

(After 6:30pm)

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner

$29.50

Two Entrées and a Bottle of Wine for 

$32.00
(in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues after 6:30 pm)

Au Pied de Cochon

$15.95
 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
not vAlid with Any other offer. exp 06/30/12

Kids eat FREE every Sunday & Monday

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

EvEry Monday
At Alexandria’s 

World Famous Chili Parlor

1404 King St.  
Alexandria, VA 
703-837-0050

hardtiMEscafE.coM

Free evening parking and all day weekends

$6.99 Burgers

Sign up to receive an electronic version of the Alexandria Times every week!

e m a i l T O D A Yaansari@alextimes.com
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our view
Time to repeal modern-day  
blue laws
 So-called “blue laws” are rapidly becoming a thing of 
the past in most cities and states. Blue laws, the odd be-
havioral restrictions left over from days gone by, regulate 
things like spitting on sidewalks. Or carrying a concealed 
ice cream cone in Texas. Once upon a time, it was illegal to 
buy peanut brittle on Sunday in Virginia. 
 And in Alexandria, it remains illegal to own more than 
four cats or three dogs — or six pets total.
 A reasonable reader may wonder why City Hall worries 
about the pet ownership habits of residents. A ban on dan-
gerous, exotic pets makes sense; no one wants to encounter 
a tiger on an evening stroll through Del Ray or spot an al-
ligator in Four Mile Run. There’s also probably not room 
for cows to graze in Old Town, though that determination 
should be left to individual homeowners.
 Restrictive pet laws obviously were crafted in response 
to the occasional “cat lady,” who upon death is found with 
100 cats living in her house. The problem is cat ladies are 
people with hoarding disorders — that is, a diagnosable 
mental illness. These people need help, and yes, if what 
they hoard is cats, then the cats need rescuing too.
 But a four-cat rule is not necessary. Hoarded cats are 
protected under basic animal cruelty laws. If animal control 
has reason to believe an animal is being mistreated, officers 
can intervene (and hoarding 100 cats in any house surely 
counts as mistreatment). 
 Alexandria’s four-cat, three-dog and six-pet rule is ar-
bitrary and downright silly. Rather than truly solving any-
thing, it opens our city to ridicule and raises mind-twisting 
questions, such as:
•	 Do	fish	count	as	pets?	If	so,	anyone	with	an	aquarium	is	
likely in violation and subject to a midnight knock on the 
door by an animal control officer wielding a net. If not, why 
are we discriminating against fish? Aren’t they pets too?
•	 Do	hamsters	count?	If	so,	a	family	with	 two	dogs,	 two	
cats and three hamsters is in violation. If not, see discrimi-
nation point above.
•	 What	about	when	a	pet	is	pregnant?	Are	homeowners	in	
violation at conception or birth?
•	 Do	Alexandria’s	pet	counters	use	LIFO	or	FIFO	to	deter-
mine just what pet is in violation and, therefore, must go?
•	 Why	does	Alexandria	regulate	pets	but	not	children?	It’s	
vastly more difficult to care for five children than five cats.
 The list of silly objections is vast; in fact, we’d love to 
hear from readers if you have more. Yet, those objections 
are no more ridiculous than the law itself. 
 Alexandria’s four-cat, three-dog and six-pet rule is an 
example of government concerning itself with things it has 
no business interfering with. It’s an example of legislation 
by anecdote. (When legislators hear of an isolated, extreme 
case, they often rush to fix the problem, only to create a 
bigger headache.) That’s when we wind up with modern-
day blue laws that need to go the way of their old-fashioned 
counterparts. Let’s get rid of this silly regulation.

opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

To the editor:
 The past week provided 
two special opportunities to 
give thanks to those in our 
lives who have made a dif-
ference. In honor of National 
Teacher Appreciation Week 
and Mother’s Day, I wish to 
say two simple yet profound 
words that often go unspoken 
— thank you.
 I was born and raised in 
Northern Virginia and am 
proud to have been educated 
in public schools. My father 
passed away when I was 10 
years old, and my mother 
raised three kids as a single 

parent. She cleaned houses 
for a living to make ends 
meet and taught me, along 
the way, the importance of 
hard work.
 As you might expect, I 
had a great deal of respon-
sibility and freedom thrust 
upon me at a young age. For-
tunately, I was blessed with 
amazing and caring teachers 
who educated and looked 
out for me. Were it not for 
my mother and these loving 
teachers, I would not have 
achieved any of my goals in 
life. I simply cannot repay all 
they have done for me, but I 

can certainly show my grati-
tude with words and actions.  
 I’ve spent my profession-
al career working in educa-
tion policy and advocacy. Af-
ter earning my undergraduate 
degree at Virginia Tech and 
my law degree at Washing-
ton and Lee, I had the privi-
lege of working for former 
U.S. Sen. John Warner for 
a decade. During this time, 
I focused extensively on 
education issues. I met with 
teachers, superintendents 
and school boards through-

Mothers and teachers make a positive and 
serious impact

SEE moThErS | 20
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Celebrate Older Americans Month in Alexandria
 May is Older Americans 
Month, a perfect opportunity 
to show our appreciation for 
the older adults in our com-
munity. Since 1963, com-
munities across the nation 
have joined in the annual 
commemoration of Older 
Americans Month — a proud 
tradition that shows our na-
tion’s commitment to cel-
ebrating the contributions 
and achievements of older 
Americans. 
 The theme for this month 
— Never Too Old to Play! 
— puts a spotlight on the im-
portant role older adults play 
in sharing their experience, 
wisdom and understanding 
and passing on that knowl-
edge to other generations in 

a variety of significant ways. 
This year’s celebrations will 
recognize the value that old-
er adults continue to bring 
to our communities through 
spirited partici-
pation in social 
and faith groups, 
service organiza-
tions and other 
activities. 
 C u r r e n t 
trends show that 
people older than 
60 account for 
an ever-growing 
percentage of 
participants in 
community ser-
vice positions, faith-based 
organizations, online social 
networks and arts and recre-

ational groups. Lifelong par-
ticipation in social, creative 
and physical activities has 
proven health benefits. 
 But older adults are not 

the only ones 
who benefit from 
their engage-
ment in commu-
nity life. Stud-
ies show their 
interactions with 
family, friends 
and neighbors 
across genera-
tions enrich the 
lives of everyone 
involved. Young 
people who have 

significant relationships with 
a grandparent or elder report 
these relationships helped 

shape their values, goals and 
life choices as well as gave 
them a sense of identity and 
roots. 
 As large numbers of baby 
boomers reach retirement 
age, many communities have 
increased their efforts to pro-
vide meaningful opportuni-
ties for older adults — many 
of whom remain physically 
and socially active through 
their 80s and beyond. This 
year the city’s division of ag-
ing and adult services, along 
with the recreation depart-
ment, is again sponsoring 
the annual Senior Health and 
Fitness Day from 9 to 11 a.m. 
at the Nanny J. Lee Center on 
May 30. For more informa-
tion, contact Darrell Wesley 

at 703 746-5676.
 While the city’s adult 
services department pro-
vides services, support and 
resources to older Alexan-
drians year-round, Older 
Americans Month is a great 
opportunity to show special 
appreciation for some of our 
most beloved residents. We 
have many reasons to cel-
ebrate them. 

The writer is director of the 
Alexandria Office of Aging 
and Adult Services.

myview
MaryAnn Griffin

To the editor:
 Reading through the list 
of potential additions to Al-
exandria’s proposed budget 
for fiscal year 2013, we were 
struck by the incongruity of 
the modest requests for funds 
to support Sunday delivery for 
the meals on wheels program 
($60,000) and to restore the li-
brary hours cut during the great 
recession ($50,000) as opposed 
to other outrageous requests. 
For example, keeping the King 
Street holiday lights on all year 
($96,000), providing addi-
tional opportunities for awards 
to city employees ($500,000) 
and funds for “traffic-calming” 
measures ($500,000). 
 We fail to understand what 
most members of the city coun-
cil are thinking. As taxpayers, 
we expect our elected officials 
to provide the necessary ser-
vices for residents, not to spend 
money on frivolous matters 
like extending holiday lights or 
adding speed bumps instead of 
conducting badly needed traf-
fic studies for areas the council 
seems intent on cramming with 
overly dense development.
 Whether or not council 
members want to admit it, 
there are residents in Alexan-
dria who depend on services 
like the meals on wheels pro-

gram that Ms. Alicia Hughes 
has been trying valiantly to 
support. And the support of 
free public libraries is an 

American institution that has 
its roots in the earliest years of 
the republic.  
 If you consider Alexan-
dria’s lack of support for such 
important services together 
with city council’s tone-deaf 
reaction to the residents of the 
city’s West End, you get the 
impression that Alexandria’s 
mayor and council are driv-
ing in the direction of pushing 
everyone out of the city except 
the wealthiest residents.
 Hurrah for Ms. Hughes for 
standing up for Alexandria’s 
residents who desperately need 
a voice to speak on their behalf!

-Hugh and Sue Van Horn
Alexandria

To the editor:
 When someone in Alex-
andria has an emergency and 
calls 911, they expect help 
to arrive quickly. In parts 
of Alexandria, help may not 
arrive for 15 or 20 minutes, 
when it may be too late to re-
ally matter.  
 While Alexandria has 
first-rate emergency re-
sponders, these responders 
are operating in a second-
rate emergency response 
system. Many of our fire 
stations are very old and a 
challenge to use and main-
tain. Many of our fire en-
gines, ladder trucks and 
ambulances are of such a 
vintage that replacement 
parts are hard to find. Fortu-
nately, two new medic units 
were purchased last year, a 
new ladder truck is arriv-
ing this fall and four new 
fire engines will be arriving 
early next year. But more 
are needed. 
 The fire stations we do 
have are not optimally lo-
cated to serve all of our 
neighborhoods. Of the nine 
fire stations operating in 
Alexandria, only two are lo-
cated west of Quaker Lane, 
where 53 percent of us live. 

 A 10th fire station is in 
the process of being built on 
west Eisenhower Avenue, 
but it will not be operational 
until later next year. There 
is no fire station west of 
I-395, where 20 percent of 
us live and few of the high-

rise buildings have sprin-
klers. BRAC is also located 
there and now relies on the 
city for its emergency ser-
vices. Construction of a fire 
station west of I-395 is 10 
years hence according to 
the city’s capitol improve-
ment budget. 
 We do not have enough 
emergency responders to 
staff our fire stations. Only 
recently has the number 
of responders staffing our 
fire engines increased from 
three to four. These numbers 

matter, not only in terms of 
the difference they make in 
our overall safety and well-
being, but they also affect 
everyone’s insurance rates.  
 While we are definitely 
moving in the right direction 
when it comes to upgrad-
ing our emergency response 
system, more remains to be 
done. As the citizen leader 
of the Beauregard Corri-
dor Stakeholders Group, I 
made the acquisition of a 
fire station west of I-395 a 
top priority as we negotiated 
development rights with the 
owners of the land in the 
Beauregard corridor. Conse-
quently, the Beauregard re-
development plan approved 
by city council on Saturday 
includes a developer-provid-
ed fire station west of I-395 
that can be built within a 
year or two.  
 Since providing emer-
gency services is a core re-
sponsibility of local govern-
ment, I promise to continue 
working to ensure that Alex-
andria’s emergency response 
services are first rate. 

-Donna Fossum
Candidate for Alexandria 

City Council

Hurrah for Alicia Hughes First-rate emergency responders in a 
second-rate system

you get the 
impression 

that alexandria’s 
mayor and council are 
driving in the direction 
of pushing everyone 
out of the city except 
the wealthiest 
residents.

While we 
are definitely 

moving in the right 
direction when it 
comes to upgrading 
our emergency 
response system, 
more remains to be 
done.
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out the state, and together, we 
increased federal investments 
in education.
 One achievement I am 
particularly proud of is the 
Teacher Tax Relief Act. 
Working together in a bipar-
tisan fashion — Democrats 
and Republicans — and with 
teachers in Virginia, we were 
able to enact a federal tax law 
that provides our educators 
with an above-the-line tax de-
duction for the expenses they 
incur to benefit their students. 
 I am running for the Al-
exandria School Board be-
cause I believe a first-rate city 
like ours deserves a first-rate 
school system. We are mov-
ing in the right direction, and 
parents, teachers, principals, 
staff and others are leading 
the way.

 While Alexandria City 
Public Schools has recently 
been in the news for the wrong 
reasons when it comes to our 
capital improvement budget 
and adult education program, 
we should be proud of the 
fact that more and more of 
our schools are now fully ac-
credited. In addition, overall 
reading, writing and math test 
scores are up at the elementary 
and high school levels.
 Certainly, much work re-
mains. But let’s show our ap-
preciation to all of the mothers 
and teachers in Alexandria. I 
am living proof you make a 
serious, positive impact in the 
lives of young people.
 

-Chris Yianilos
Candidate for Alexandria 

School Board

To the editor:

 Budget decisions are some 
of the most important ones city 
council members make and the 
clearest way to indicate policy 
priorities. When I sat in on the 
add-delete session, it was clear 
there is a tug-of-war between 
human services and economic 
development, between increas-
ing salaries and merit pay and 
between budgetary constraints 
and staying competitive in hir-
ing. I could not help thinking 
of the choices I would make if 
elected to council.
 One place to start is how 
much we as a city value our 
employees, who have not got-
ten a cost-of-living raise in five 
years. The proposal to give 
them a 1-percent raise to offset 
the 1-percent more of salary 
they are being asked to con-

tribute to the Virginia Retire-
ment System was not enough, 
and some police officers are 
stuck in a pay freeze that al-
lows newer officers to leapfrog 
over them in rank and pay.
 City council members are 
equal to the very bottom of the 
pay scale, at $27,500, while 
the city manager is way off 
the pay scale, making $60,000 
more than a 16-year veteran in 
the city. I would urge increas-
ing aides’ wages to $25,000 
and city council members’ to 
$30,000. This is a clear ques-
tion of fairness.
 I think the proposal to hire 
a budget analyst to oversee 
the school budget and process 
vouchers is entirely necessary. 
Yes, that is the schools’ job and 
the city shouldn’t need to do 
it, but clearly with the number 

of issues over the last year, the 
city needs to help.
 Increasing the living wage 
of our lowest-paid employees 
also would show we are a car-
ing community. At $147,000, 
I would hope there would be 
a top-level position we could 
leave unfilled to pay for it.
 I would not support tree 
lighting all year on King Street 
for $96,000 or even having the 
city pay for banners on King 
Street for $30,000. 
 I would generally favor 
funding human services over 
economic development, as the 
most vulnerable among us have 
nowhere else to turn, unlike 
those promoting development.

-Boyd Walker
Candidate for Alexandria 

City Council
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A city councilwoman’s commentary on the budget
 I write to let the public 
know my views about the 
budget that city council re-
cently passed. Prior to the 
vote, I received numerous 
emails from Alexandria City 
Public Schools parents and 
school board members urg-
ing council not to cut the dis-
trict’s budget. They also ex-
pressed concern that any cuts 
to the ACPS budget would 
be viewed as punishment be-
cause the school board did 
not fire the superintendent.

TAXES
 Last year, council di-
rected the city manager to 
return a base budget that did 
not contemplate an increase 
in the tax rate. Due to an in-
crease in real estate values 
and therefore tax assess-
ments, even with a flat tax 
rate, the average tax bill is 
expected to increase by ap-
proximately $52. 
 Though I would have 
preferred guidance for a 
decrease in the tax rate that 
would keep tax bills flat, 
compromise was necessary. 
I voted for a fully funded 
budget with a flat tax rate, 
though I live for the day 
when we can realize deep 

cuts in our budget to arrest 
out-of-control spending.

SPENDING
 City council’s guidance 
to the city manager provided 
for a merit pay increase to 
city employees (a $3.3 mil-
lion line item in our base 
budget), a percent-
age increase in 
the allocation 
to ACPS based 
upon projected 
schools popula-
tion growth and 
an increase for 
public safety. 
 Much to our 
chagrin, we later 
learned the Gen-
eral Assembly 
passed legislation 
that would require all local 
jurisdictions providing retire-
ment benefits through the Vir-
ginia Retirement System to 
increase salaries by 5 percent 
to accommodate state-man-
dated employee contributions 
to VRS. This was an unbud-
geted expense that at maxi-
mum will cost $5.5 million 
over five years and minimally 
$600,000 to the city, exclud-
ing the schools, this year.  
 Based on revenue re-esti-

mates and a projected fiscal 
year 2012 surplus, city coun-
cil was able to provide the 
$600,000 needed to provide 
city employees a 1-percent 
down payment mandated 
by the VRS pass-through 
contribution. Even with this 
$600,000 built in, there was 

an overage of 
$980,000 for us 
to restore fund-
ing previously 
cut and to honor 
requests we re-
ceived during 
budget season, 
without increas-
ing the tax rate.  

SCHOOLS
Admittedly, this 
$980,000 sur-

plus was the result of pulling 
back $1.2 million previously 
dedicated to meet the ACPS 
budget request. The decision 
to do so was not taken light-
ly nor was it a retaliatory 
measure. It was done know-
ing that ACPS did receive 
$1.3 million from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. So 
though the funding source 
may have changed, the bud-
get did remain whole.  
 As a matter of fact, it was 

better than whole as council 
also transferred dedicated 
capital income project funds 
to the tune of $800,000 to 
construct an artificial turf 
field at a school site. As a 
fourth-generation educator, I 
retain a very firm and strong 
commitment to education 
funding.
  It is not lost on me or 
members of the public at 
large that there have been 
financial mismanagement 
issues at ACPS — but our 
budget action was not a re-
sponse to that. To those who 
have castigated council for 
our budget choices, I say: 
Our cost per student is com-
ing down in ACPS, and we 
do spend 32 percent of the 
city’s overall budget on edu-
cation while others in the re-
gion are purportedly spend-
ing 40 percent to 50 percent 
of their budget on education. 
But I ask the same folks shar-
ing these numbers to recon-
cile how, despite spending 
32 percent of our budget to 
their 40 or 50 percent, are 
we still spending the second-
most per student at $17,500 
per year? We can always find 
ways to spend more, but that 

isn’t fair to taxpayers from 
whom we’d have to collect 
more. 
 I was pleased we were 
able in the budget to fund 
Senior Services of Alex-
andria to provide meals on 
wheels for Sunday service 
beginning in the fall and find 
funds for an additional pre-
K classroom to reduce the 
backlog of children who can 
benefit from school readi-
ness measures.
 My view remains that 
budgets should reflect the 
values and views of the com-
munities they are intended to 
benefit, balancing consider-
ation to our taxpayers as our 
No. 1 priority. I congratulate 
my colleagues on working 
collectively to achieve that 
goal in a budget that in the 
end, with none of us getting 
all we wanted, we unani-
mously supported. 
 No, political ideology did 
not win out at the end of the 
day. But in my humble opin-
ion, it is the people who count, 
Alexandrians, who did.

The writer is a member of 
the Alexandria City Council

myview
Alicia Hughes

Budget choices I would make on council
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 One of Alexandria’s lon-
gest-operating and most pop-
ular eateries 
is the Royal 
R e s t a u r a n t , 
and for more 
than a cen-
tury, it’s been 
an informal 
center of so-
cial life in the 
c o m m u n i t y. 
Called the 
Royal Cafe in 
its early years, 
the business 
started out at 
109 N. Roy-
al St. in the 
Federal-style 
townhouse seen in this 1959 
photograph.
 At a time when Alexandria 

was the major commercial 
and political center for North-

ern Virginia, 
the Royal 
c a p i t a l i z e d 
on its prox-
imity to City 
Hall and the 
e s t a b l i s h e d 
shopping and 
office district 
along King 
and Wash-
ington streets 
to attract a 
wide clien-
tele. Diners 
were attracted 
by the verti-
cal neon sig-

nage, home-cooked meals and 
friendly service.
  During the 1940s and ’50s, 

business thrived with busy 
secretaries, policemen, politi-
cians and shoppers competing 
for seats in the cafe’s small 
confines. But by the early ’60s 
— with construction of large 
regional shopping centers and 
office complexes on the out-
skirts of the city — the down-
town retail corridors began to 
witness an exodus of stores 
and offices.  
 Vacant storefronts and 
pawnbrokers became the rule, 
not the exception, and over 
coffee in the rear corners of 
the Royal, city leaders dis-
cussed plans for revitaliza-
tion of the deteriorating King 
Street corridor. 
  Initially the plans envi-
sioned the replacement of 
several rundown buildings 

around the 1200 block of King 
St., but gradually the focus of 
the major urban renewal proj-
ect moved eastward to around 
Market Square. Ultimately 
scores of historic buildings 
were demolished, including 
the Royal Cafe in 1964. 
 Owners Richard Kyia-
cos and his nephew Charles 
Euripides found a new loca-
tion at North St. Asaph and 
Madison streets a year later 
and have been successful at 
the location since that time. 
Although off the tourist beat, 
the restaurant still maintains 
its position as a favorite of in-
the-know locals.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

ouT of ThE aTTic

The Royal: Alexandria’s informal seat of power for more than a century

Thumbs uP to Alexandria’s 
resilient birds. 
Every spring they 
find a way to build 
nests in every 

nook and cranny of our urban/
suburban landscape. My fam-
ily is fascinated each spring 
to watch birds, seemingly 
different kinds, build nests in 
our porch light fixture, which 
is open at the bottom. Some 
years they have to rebuild the 
nest several times; some years 
eggs or baby birds fall out 
and we mourn their loss. This 
year, happily, we watched as 
four babies hatched, lived and 
eventually flew safely away. 

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs DOWN to the Alex-
andria pet law lim-
iting the number 
of cats and dogs 
per household — 

no more than three dogs and 
four cats. Perhaps they should 
change the law to include pet 
quantities per square foot 
instead of a broad stroke that 
includes any sized home. 

— Patrice Culligan

Thumbs uP to Spring for 
Alexandria! The 
annual fund-
raiser brought 
in $320,000 

— quite a bit more than last 
year’s collections. Con-
gratulations also to the Art 
League, which provided 
the most donors, and Casa 
Chirilagua, which raised the 
most funds. 

— Patrice Culligan

Thumbs uP to the great 
play so far from 
our Washington 
Nationals and 
the neighboring 

Baltimore Orioles. Each year 
the teams meet during in-
terleague play in what Major 
League Baseball hopes will 
become a true rivalry. Until 
this year that’s been mostly a 
wish. In 2012, however, both 
teams have been in or near 
first place all season. They 
face off this weekend in a 
three-game series at Nation-
als Park. Go Nats! 

— Denise Dunbar
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Should Alexandria city workers have received an 
across-the-board cost-of-living increase in addition 
to the merit pay city council authorized?

photo coURtESy ALExAnDRIA LIbRARy

Is it time for Alexandria to repeal restrictions on pet 
ownership (see story, page 1)?

A. Yes, repeal all restrictions.

B.  Yes, repeal current restrictions but replace them 
with a larger number of pets allowed. 

C. No, the current restrictions are necessary.

How did your neighbors vote? 
Visit www.alextimes.com to vote and view the results.

108 Votes

71%

29%
Yes.

No.
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By mary g. PEPiTonE

 Black iron is red hot. Ornamental 
wrought iron need not be relegated to 
the outside perimeter of a house, as a 
fence or gate. The black metal looks 
as much at home inside a modern 
21st-century house as it does in an 
English Tudor.
 “The beauty of ironwork is that it 
can be as simple or as ornate as you 
want,” says Steve Austin of Austin 
Iron Works in Kansas City, Mo. “Iron-
work is a conspicuous way that lets a 
homeowner convey a sense of style 
and yet has been one of the classic, 
constant elements in design through 
the centuries.”
 In the ancient world, dating back 

to 1400 B.C., it was the Hittites who, 
in modern-day Turkey, first created 
handcrafted wrought iron pieces. 
When America was first settled, it 
was iron that was considered one of 
the most valuable resources of the 
Colonies. In 1585, a deposit of iron 
discovered by the Raleigh expedition 
on Roanoke Island, N.C., provided 
the ore for many wrought iron pieces 
in early America.
 Under the skillful hand of a black-
smith and the heat of a forge (a fur-
nace that can reach temperatures up to 
2,000 degrees), wrought iron can be 
cut, twisted, spiraled and bent. 
 Today, the term wrought “iron” is 
a bit of a misnomer however, since 
it is rarely iron that is used to create 

the signature black metal pieces. For 
most craftsmen, steel, stainless steel 
and bronze are the metals of choice 
used to make ornate banisters, decora-
tive gates, fireplace screens and other 
architectural details.
 And yet, ironwork continues to 
forge its way inside homes. Austin, 
who has been in business for nearly 
40 years custom-designing and con-
structing wrought iron pieces, says 
the ironwork needs to match the ar-
chitecture of a home.
 “Although wrought iron pieces 
should be beautiful, the aesthetics 
should never compromise its func-
tion,” he says. “The wrought iron 
piece must first work in the space and 
serve its purpose.”

 Austin says design motifs from 
other cultures — including Spanish, 
Russian, German and English influ-
ences — can be seen in wrought iron 
pieces. Details such as arches, ellipses 

Strike while iron is hot
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 photo/AUStIn IRon WoRKS 
Wrought iron adds weight and sophistica-
tion to this staircase’s handrail system. 
The black iron complements both wood 
and stone. 

at home

homE of ThE WEEK

At a Glance:
Location: 3650 S. Glebe 
Road #542, Arlington, 
VA 22202
Price: $575,000 

Square Footage: 1,242 sq ft
Year Built: 2007 
Contact: Christine Garner,
Weichert, Realtors, Old Town 
Office, 703-587-4855

Bedrooms: 2 
Bathrooms: 2
Parking: Garage

ADVERTORIAL

 This lovely condominium 
sits just blocks from Crystal 
City, Potomac Yards, the Metro 
and much more. 
 Inside, the home features 
an open floor plan with new 
wood floors throughout, freshly 
painted rooms and 9-foot ceil-
ings. The spacious kitchen in-
cludes granite counters, stain-
less steel appliances and maple 
cabinets.
 The large owner’s suite — 
with floor-to-ceiling windows 
— boasts a walk-in closet, pri-
vate bath with double vanities, 
separate shower and soaking 
tub. The second bedroom and 
bath rest on the opposite side of 
the condominium for maximum 
privacy.
 Eclipse residents enjoy 
many private amenities: a se-
cure lobby, concierge service, 

fitness center, outdoor pool, 
theater room and rooftop deck. 
In addition, the building has 
onsite restaurants and services, 
as well as a 24-hour Harris Tee-
ter grocery store.

Urban condo offers sophisticated and spacious living 

coURtESy photo coURtESy photo

The condominium offers a spacious interior and features hardwood 
floors throughout.

This building boasts a beautiful exterior in a convenient location

Grant Macpherson, Moving Consultant

grant.macpherson@jkmoving.com

540.533.8787 (c) • 703.574.6689 (o)

This home of 

The Week is 

sponsored by:

JK
m

oving.com
JK
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and circles found in a home’s 
architecture can be mimicked 
in a wrought iron design as 
well.
 Austin’s favorite wrought 
iron designs incorporate in-
fluences from the art nouveau 
and art deco design periods, 
which can include organic 
forms, such as flowers or but-
terflies, set in a geometric or 
repeating design.
 Wrought iron pieces can 
be found from grand stair-
case handrails to decorative 
curtain rods, and Austin says 
there are premade pieces 
which come from overseas, 
including Mexico and Italy.
 However, handmade piec-
es, constructed by artisan 
blacksmiths, still appeal to 
homeowners who want the 
one-of-a-kind craftsmanship 
evident in wrought iron piec-
es. Austin says those consid-
ering a custom-made wrought 
iron piece should first consult 
the Artist-Blacksmith Asso-
ciation of North America for 
qualified referrals.
 Because ornamental iron 
is custom-made by hand, 
most of the expense is in the 
labor. However, there also 

are price differences between 
materials that are used: Steel 
averages $1 per pound and 
stainless steel is around $5 
per pound, while bronze costs 
$15 per pound. Austin says 
consumers can expect to pay 
at least $65 per linear-foot for 
a custom-designed staircase 
banister.
 For people who want to 
accessorize with premade 
wrought iron pieces, expect 
to pay around $50 for a pair 
of quality candlestick hold-
ers. Wrought iron curtain rods 
also are popular and range 
from $200 to $1,000, depend-
ing on detail and ornamenta-
tion.
 The metal used for 
wrought iron is fighting a los-
ing battle with oxygen and 
rust, especially with pieces 
that are kept outside. Black 
is the most durable and tradi-
tional finish color for wrought 
iron. The lighter the color of 
finish, the more likely rust 
spots will show through. 
 Ornamental iron can be 
treated with the following to 
prohibit rusting:

OIL-BASED ENAMEL PAINT.
Iron is first covered with 
a primer, then with paint. 
The paint can be brushed 

or sprayed onto the metal. 
Wrought iron also can be sub-
merged in a process called 
dip-painting. This allows the 
paint to cover all cracks and 
fill crevices in the wrought 
iron.

POWDER COATING 
Very fine, dry, plastic pow-

der paint is sprayed onto the 
metal surface. The wrought 
iron piece is then placed in 
an oven, where it is baked at 
a high temperature. While in 
the oven, the powder paint 
melts and becomes the finish. 

CHEMICAL PATINA 
This is an acid-induced col-

oration of the metal (such as 
a mottled bronze color). The 
metal can then be sealed with 
a clear urethane, boiled lin-
seed oil or paste wax.

TWO-PART POLYAMIDE EP-
OXY PAINT 

This paint system inhibits 
rust and strongly adheres to 
the metal, flexing with its ex-
pansion and contraction. 
 When maintaining wrought 
iron, if any rust appears, the 
piece needs to be cleaned 

down to the bare metal and 
coated again. Do not try to 
just paint over rust, as a rust 
spot under paint will continue 
to corrode the metal.
 Depending on how 
wrought iron is constructed, 
it can give a home a more re-
fined or rustic feel. 
 “Often, the wrought iron 
in a home is the finishing 
touch and is like jewelry to 
a home,” Austin says. “That 
touch of black can anchor a 
space and give it a look of so-
phistication.”
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Caffi   Contracting   Services
Plumbing  •  Heating  •  remodeling  •  Since 1967

H a n d l e  t h e  H e at  w i t h  C a f f i

w w w . c a f f i c o n t r a c t i n g . c o m

703.836.6775 • service@cafficontracting.com
www.facebook.com/cafficontracting

$79
A/C Tune-up
Coupon may not be combined with 

any other offer.  Expires 5/31/12.

Make sure your air conditioner is ready to 
take on the blistering hot days ahead!  

Act now and take advantage of our 
air conditioning tune-up special.

Need a new 
system? You can 
start saving right 
away with high-

efficiency options
 from American 

Standard. Call us 
for a free 
estimate!

I’m Even Prettier in Purrrson! 
	  
Hannah is one sweet – and 
pretty – girl.  She’d love to 
add some class and beauty 
to your home! 
 
For more information contact 
King Street Cats.  

	  
contact@kingstreetcats.org.

	  
www.alextimes.com
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To 

advertise 

your home 

products 

or services 

in the 

Alexandria 
Times, call 

our sales 

team at 
703-739-0001.

advertising
Works!

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
NORFOLK, ss.      
 
SUPERIOR COURT
CIVIL ACTION NO. 11 01915
Shaun M. Evans and Stacey L. Evans; Plaintiffs
v.
James T. Bisson, Jr., James T. Bisson, Sr., Professional Electri-
cal Contractors of Connecticut, Inc., and Clarendon Realty Trust; 
Defendants
SUMMONS
To the above-named Defendant: Clarendon Realty Trust, under 
Declaration of Trust dated December 29, 1994 filed at the Nor-
folk Superior Registry District of the Land Court as Document 
Number 707711 at Certificate Number 146861, by and through 
its Trustees that appear of record, Peter C. Chadwick, a/k/a Peter 
Chadwick and James J. Ciapciak
You are hereby summoned and required to serve upon Adam 
M. Hopkins, plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is Two Seaport 
Lane, 8th Floor, Boston, MA 02210, an answer to the Amended 
Verified Complaint which has been presented to this Court, and is 
on file with this Court, within 20 days after service of this sum-
mons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to do 
so, judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint. You are also required to file your 
answer to the complaint in the office of the Clerk of this court 
at Dedham either before service upon the plaintiff’s attorney or 
within a reasonable time thereafter. 
Unless otherwise provided by Rule 13(a), your answer must state 
as a counterclaim any claim which you may have against the 
plaintiff which arises out of the transaction or occurrence that is 
the subject matter of the plaintiff’s claim or you will thereafter be 
barred from making such claim in any other action.
Witness,  Barbara J. Rouse, Esquire. Walter F. Timilty, Clerk of 
Courts.
Dated May 8, 2012.
Plaintiff’s Motion for leave to serve Defendant Clarendon Realty 
Trust by publication allowed by Thomas A. Connors, Associate 
Justice on April 27, 2012.
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Lawn Ranger Landscaping
Mowing • Edging • Trimming • Mulching

Weeding • Aerating • Seeding • Fertilizing
Yard Cleaning • Hedge Trimming

Licensed, honest & reliable. References available upon request.

For free, friendly estimates
Call 571-235-3169

Picture Perfect Home Improvements
(703) 590-3187   www.pphionline.com
Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

“If it can be done, we can do it!”  Serving Northern VA
Ask About Our Monthly Coupon • Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, 
Carpentry, Wood Replace/Repair, 

Drywall, All Flooring, Decks, 
Handyman Services

• FREE Estimates
• FAST & Reliable Service
• EASY To Schedule
• NO $$$ DOWN!

A&S LAndScAping 703.863.7465

All Concrete Work • Retaining Walls • Patios
Decks • Porches (including screened) 

Erosion & Grading Solutions • French Drains 
Sump Pumps • Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Licensed • Serving All of Northern Virginia

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
571.501.1751 Military & Senior Discounts

40 Years Experience • References Available   

Davis Contracting
Painting, Wood Repairs, Masonry & 
Brick Repairs, Power Washing, Gutter 

Repair & Install, Roofing Repairs

Carlos F. Painting, Inc.

Carlos Fuentes   References & Guaranteed
571.233.7667 • www.carlosfpainting.com

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• All Carpentry Work
• Water Damage
• Pressure Washing Decks & Homes

SpeCial 
priCeS 

for Empty Houses

Patrick’s
Painting & Pressure Washing

Locally Owned & Operated

Licensed & Insured

Honest • Skilled • Professional

703.862.7873 • www.PatrickSPainting.com

$100 OFF 10% OFF
wash, clean & Stain

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
On exterior home, deck & fencing; must 

buy all 3. with coupon. Exp. 5/30/12

Patrick’S • 703.862.7873
Up to 2000 sq. ft. ;  larger homes 

may vary. with coupon. Exp. 5/30/12

whole House Painting

Solar Energy Installations and other Energy Efficient Products.
Invest now in solar panels to reduce your energy costs for a lifetime of savings.

For a no cost site evaluation & professional cost proposal, contact 
Russ Seward at 703.378.2471 or 703.927.7338 (cell)

www.aecsolar.net • russ@aecsolar.net
703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Medical

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chevy Chase
Floor Waxing Service

    

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Careful workmanship

• Serving local area for 30 years

• Old fashioned paste wax method
• Working owners assure quality

• Residential service a specialty

King Kreations LLC
Concrete, Brick, Stone, 
Ep-HenryBelgard, Patios, Walkways, 
Driveways, Walls (Decorative & 
Retaining), Chimneys, Repairs 
All New Installations Guaranteed 
6 Years; Repairs 3 Years!!
20+ Years Expertise. Fully Licensed & Insured
We accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover

Contractors License# 
2705144443

FREE ESTIMATES: Call 703.883.7123 or 540.847.KING (5464)

A company 
you can 

truly trust!

To advertise 
your business or 

service 
at competitive 
prices, contact 
Keith Staples 

at 
kstaples

@alextimes.
com.

advertising
Works!

BuSinESS DirEcTory
HoMe ServiceS

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Chesapeake - Potomac 
Window Cleaning

           • Working owners   
              assure quality
• Careful workmanship

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Residential service a specialty
• Serving local area for 30 years

NICOLOCK
Paving & Masonry - Driveway Specialists

CaLL TODay fOr a frEE ESTIMaTE

• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Patios
• Stoops
• Pointing and Sealing

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis Courts
• Parking Lots
• Patch and Sealing

Senior
Citizen
Discount

25%

Discount
with ad

Office: 855.268.5625
Cell: 571.480.0846

serving the entire 
va, dc, md areas

Got headache?!
Our American Board Certified Neurologist can help you...

For Appointments Call: 
(P) 703.888.3036 • (F) 703.888.3175

The Neuro Clinic P.C.
Neurology, EMG, EEG, Doppler’s testing and Sleep Studies
8101 Hinson Farm Road, Ste. 201 • Alexandria, VA 22306

theneuroclinic@yahoo.com

  FREE: We connect homeowners to licensed, pre-
screened contractors and follow up to facilitate your 
complete satisfaction, all at 
no charge to you.

  LOCAL: Locally owned and 
operated since 2001.

703-360-8222    www.homewisereferrals.com
 Taking the hassle out of home improvement!
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classifieds

ACROSS
1 San Antonio hoopsters
6 California vineyard valley
10 Altar spot, perhaps
14 “Phobia” start
19 Assume as true
20 Bard’s word for black
21 Adds a border to a quilt, e.g.
22 Rowdydows
23 Chop-chop, to Byron
24 Show a dictator the door?
25 Airline availability
26 A fairy may leave money for it
27 What partiers seek
30 “Little Shop of Horrors” girl
31 “... with a banjo on my ___”
32 “___ in victory”

  (elementary lesson)
33 “___ go bragh!”
34 Biochemistry abbr.
35 Bunny tail
37 Musical Midler
38 Nonstick coating
42 Pancake flipper
45 A billion years, geologically
46 “When Doves ___” (Prince)
48 Albacore or bluefin
49 Bovine’s chew
50 Delay
52 Avail oneself of Vail
53 Arrange, as equipment 
  for a band
54 A bottle’s bouquet
56 Terribly in need
59 Louisiana’s state tree

61 Apache chief
64 “Wanted” poster letters
65 Horse of a reddish color
66 All eternity, poetically
67 Week in and week out
71 Granola bar grain
74 Four-time Super Bowl-winning
  coach Chuck
76 Losing bettor’s letters
77 Money-related
80 Telescope pioneer’s last name
83 Stay
86 Band together
87 African with twisted horns
88 Eye network
90 Be a total failure?
93 Miss identification?
94 Superboy’s friend

95 “Snow” veggie
96 “La Boheme” heroine
98 Shots in the dark
100 Units of land for development
102 Belief system
104 Archaic “formerly”
105 Words of comprehension
106 “Citizen ___” (1941 Orson
  Welles film)
107 A lot of junk mail
108 “Breaking ___ Hard to Do”
112 Adjective on some yogurt
  containers
115 Sunup-sundown time frame
119 Benefit morally
120 Big cake layer
121 Fourth largest of the Great
  Lakes
122 Palmer of “The Boys From
  Brazil”
123 Examine again, as a patient
124 ___ Major (Big Dipper locale)
125 Coal storage units
126 Artificial human of Jewish
  legend
127 American dogwood
128 “Little Women” little woman
129 Bends under stress
130 Brief helpers

DOWN
1 Apply corporal punishment
2 Drop by unexpectedly
3 Accepted practice
4 With the most calories or
  money
5 “Do not change,” to an editor
6 Affecting infants
7 Is up against
8 A Spice Girl
9 “Deal me in” indicator
10 Puts in like piles
11 Old World plover (var.)
12 Shallow S-curve used in
  decorative work
13 “Guinness World Records”
  suffix
14 Bring into harmony
15 Post-lunch greeting
16 “Ewww” inducer
17 By ___ (from memory)
18 Like volcanic fallout
28 Immature egg
29 Person between 12 and 20

30 Like Manhattan’s East Village
36 Cigar type
37 Dutch South African
39 Pear-shaped stringed instrument
40 Burden or responsibility
41 Baby’s quiet times
42 A morphine derivative,
  slangily
43 Blender setting
44 “O come, let us ___ Him”
45 Abbr. at Dulles
47 Zigzag ribbon used as
  trimming
51 Tar-to-tar call
52 Fight verbally
53 Upscale hotel amenity
55 Some can’t get going 
  without it
57 Fact
58 Hawaiian instrument, for short
60 Fluctuate greatly
62 Having time on one’s hands
63 Spitefulness
68 Put on ___ (act superior)
69 Friend’s opposite
70 Black bears’ lairs
72 “Swing and ___!” (strike)
73 Ten percent for the church
75 Like a joke told often
78 Bare art subjects

79 Average grades
80 Money, slangily
81 Apple growth retardant
82 First name of 94-Across
84 Arsenal supply
85 Number in a trilogy title
89 Loud, unexpected engine
  noise
91 Senescence
92 Limp Bizkit lead singer Fred
95 “Ahem!”
96 Hanukkah centerpiece
97 “Ditto,” in footnotes
99 Animators’ workplaces
101 “Casey at the Bat” writer
  Ernest Lawrence
103 Closest to extinction
107 Blowing away
109 Yanks
110 A bit of land in the ocean
111 Barely touches, as the
  surface
112 Nefarious fiddler?
113 Adoring poems
114 Decree ___ (legal term)
116 Belles at balls (Abbr.)
117 Delivery from the fat lady?
118 Olympic gymnast Korbut
120 “... three men in a ___”

Weekly Words

Last Week’s Solution:

hELP WanTED

To post a 

Classified ad, 

email 

Pat Booth at: 

pbooth@alextimes.com

Tired of your current job?
Want to make more money and have more fun?  Be a part 
of our upbeat, uncompromising image of great food and top 
notch service. Competitive salary and room for quick growth!

Now interviewing for: Restaurant Manager
Apply online today: www.gcfb.com  -  EOE
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 Alexandria’s Pet of the week 
is sponsored by Diann Hicks.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

www.diannhicks.com

Love is in the air and these two lovely Orange Tabbies are 
looking for someone to share it with!

Meet Roger and Rabbit, these extremely handsome 
gentlemen are 2 year old neutered males who are very 

bonded to each other. They are fun loving, life loving cats 
and have quickly become staff favorites! They are super laid 

back and have been great with kids, dogs and other cats!

For the Month of February we want to spread the 
love around and are waiving our adoption fees 

on bonded pairs of cats!

For more information about Roger and Rabbit or 
any of our winter adoption promotions please 

contact the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria 
at 703-746-4774 or visit us on the web at: 

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
 Thank you.

 
 

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Alexis ~
A little bored here at the Shelter, Alexis is dreaming of a new 
home with a window for bird watching.  Alexis is lovable and 
charming, bonds well with humans, and wants one to call 

her own.
 

Sporting the softest fur ever, Alexis wants to sit in your lap, 
have her ears stroked and her coat brushed.  At age five, 
she is the perfect blend of serenity and energy.  Hers is a 

face to love.

For more inFormation about american 
Domestic short haireD Felines, please contact 

the shelter at 703-746-4774.  to make an online 
Donation to the homeless pets oF alexanDria, 

please see www.alexanDriaanimals.org.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

 Alexandria’s Pet of the week 
is sponsored by Diann Hicks.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

www.diannhicks.com

Love is in the air and these two lovely Orange Tabbies are 
looking for someone to share it with!

Meet Roger and Rabbit, these extremely handsome 
gentlemen are 2 year old neutered males who are very 

bonded to each other. They are fun loving, life loving cats 
and have quickly become staff favorites! They are super laid 

back and have been great with kids, dogs and other cats!

For the Month of February we want to spread the 
love around and are waiving our adoption fees 

on bonded pairs of cats!

For more information about Roger and Rabbit or 
any of our winter adoption promotions please 

contact the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria 
at 703-746-4774 or visit us on the web at: 

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
 Thank you.

 
 

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is sponsored by 

Diann Hicks.

Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

The Alexandria Times will donate a portion of every 
paid display ad in May to our Cause of the Month.  
Please join us in contributing to this worthy cause.

Thank you to the following Alexandria Times advertisers 
for supporting SCAN in the month of April.

4Everly After
529 Kids Consign
A&S Landscaping
Affordable Care
Affordable Energy Concepts
Alexandria Convention & 
 Visitors Association
Alexandria Country Day School
Alexandria Cupcake
Alexandria Sanitation Authority
Alexandria Trolly
Allegro LLC
American Horticultural Society
Angela’s Cleaning
Baja Fresh
Baroody Camps
Bastille Restaurant
Belle Haven Marina
Bishop Boutique
Bradlee Dental
Bugsy’s Pizza
C&J Custom Carpentry
Caffi Contracting
Care for You Inc.
Carlos F. Painting, Inc
Carlyle Club
Carlyle House
Chadwick’s
Chevy
Christine Garner - Weichert Realtors
CiCi’s
Circe
City of Alexandria
Clyde’s Restaurant Group
CMU
Columbia Pictures 
CommonWealth One Federal 
 Credit Union
Community Lodgings
Conrad’s
Davis Contracting
Déjà vu
Diann Hicks - Weichert Realtors
Dishes of India
Disney Productions
Elizabeth Lucchesi - 
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Erie Construction
European Country Living
Exterior Medics
EYA
Fairlington UMC
Fibre Space
Fitness Together
Foster’s Grille
George Washington University
Hana Tokyo
Hannalores
Hard Times Café

Hermitage
Higher Level
Holiday Inn
J&J Builders
Janet Caterson Price - 
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
JK Moving
John Marshall Bank
King Kreations
King Street Cats
Kristin Mango - 
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Lamplighter
Lawn Ranger
LeRefuge
Leslie Rodriguez & Cynthia Bagett -
  Weichert for Torpedo Factory
Little Theatre of Alexandria
Lulu Sage Salon & Spa
Maid Brigaide
Maid Pro of Alexandria
Maids
Mango Mikes
Marlo Furniture
McCormick & Schmicks
McEnearney Associates, Inc. - 
 Commercial
National Art & Framing
Nicolock Paving & Masonry
Nova Smiles
Paramount Pictures
Patrick’s Painting
Pet of the Week - Diane Hicks
Phil Cefaratti - Weichert Realtors
Picture Perfect Home Improvement
Port City Playhouse
Potomac Falls Contracting
Prudential PenFed Realty
Public Space Meeting
Pulte Group 
Rebuilding Together Alexandria
Sheraton Suites
Silverman Galleries, Antiques 
 & Antique Jewelry
St. Anslem’s Abbey
Steinmetz Medical Association
Substance Abuse Coalition
Sunsetter Products
Suntrust Bank
Ten Thousand Villages
The Neuro Clinic
The Potomack Company
Torpedo Factory
TWD Carpentry
Warner Brothers 
Wells Fargo Advisers
Yves Bistro
Zoe Boutique

May’s cause: The Center for 
Alexandria’s 

Children 
protects 

children and 
strengthens 
families by 

coordinating 
the 

investigation, 
prosecution, 

treatment and 
prevention of 
child abuse 
in one safe, 

child-friendly 
facility.

To donate, please call: 
703-746-6008 or visit 

www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org

apartments, would be slated 
for demolition. The complex, 
he said, remains in very good 
shape.

  “This is a nice neighbor-
hood where nobody bothers 
you,” Sanchez said. “We en-
joy living here and have no 
plan to move anywhere for 
now.”

 But Helen McIlvaine, dep-
uty director of the Alexandria 
Office of Housing, said offi-
cials made an effort in Janu-
ary to reach out to residents. 
About 25 people gathered at 
a city meeting in Seminary 
Hill’s leasing office, she said, 
though the building staff may 
have inflated that figure.

 The housing deputy di-
rector was “surprised during 
the meeting that some people 
were comfortable with [rede-
velopment].”

 McIlvaine remembered 
one woman who was more 
interested in whether the fi-
nancial moving assistance 
would be considered taxable 

income. She believes the lack 
of a firm timetable for rede-
velopment may have damp-
ened resident concerns about 
the plan.

 “Our impression in the 
meeting was that most of the 
residents are interested, but 
it almost seemed too far in 
the future at that time,” Mc-
Ilvaine said. “We are now 
planning relocation assistance 
— meaning that people will 
be offered comparably priced 
units in the plan area, and they 
get a payment for moving.”

 Genet Kefera, who lives 
in a one-bedroom apartment 
with her husband and son at 
Seminary Hill, moved in sev-
en months ago. She doesn’t 
recall the leasing office in-
forming her about displace-
ment or demolition plans.

 “I am planning to live here 
longer and have no plans to 
move out,” she said. “I got 
really confused about this be-
cause as far as I know there is 
no such plan.”

 Neighbor Tony Smith 
knows the area very well. He 
lived in the complex as a child 

and moved back to Seminary 
Hill eight months ago.

  “I am neither against nor 
for the plan if … there is one,” 
Smith said. “But I find it hard 
to believe [they will demolish 
this building] as these apart-
ments have been refurbished 
recently. It makes no sense to 
me.”

 City staff is aware of on-
going refurbishments, McIl-
vaine said. 

 “We know that some of the 
properties that JBG is plan-
ning to demolition relatively 
early in the process are hav-
ing [renovations completed],” 
she said.

 And McIlvaine expressed 
concern over reports that JBG 
did not inform the community 
about its plans as agreed. 

 “I would have to go and 
check what the property man-
agement did,” she said. “I 
had thought that everybody 
got a delivered notice to their 
doors. During the meeting 
[JBG officials] said that ev-
erybody got fliers either in 
their mailbox or doors.”

 City officials made good 
on promises to challenge the 
board of zoning appeals’ wa-
terfront redevelopment plan 
decision in circuit court ear-
lier this month. 

 By reversing Planning Di-
rector Faroll Hamer’s rejec-
tion of a protest petition filed 
by waterfront plan opponents 
shortly before city council ap-
proved the proposal in Janu-
ary, the BZA put potential 
shoreline redevelopment in 
limbo. 

 In court documents, city 
attorneys argue that by “re-
versing the director’s determi-
nation, the BZA decision was 
contrary to the law, arbitrary 
and an abuse of their discre-

tion because the BZA applied 
erroneous principles of law 
and impermissibly relied on 
equitable considerations. … 
[The] BZA erred as a matter 
of law when it overturned the 
director’s determination.”

 While officials want the 
court to overturn the BZA 
ruling, they’re also seeking 
guidance on the zoning ordi-
nance regulating protest pe-
titions at the heart of the le-
gal battle. City Attorney Jim 
Banks maintains protesters 
never had the grounds to chal-
lenge the zoning changes in 
the waterfront plan. 

 “I’m not sure [the BZA] 
fully understood the implica-
tions of all that they were do-

ing because the nature of the 
decision as it was made had 
implications far, far beyond 
the waterfront,” Banks said. 

 Had Hamer accepted the 
petition, it would have forced 
a supermajority city council 
vote for the plan’s passage. 
The council voted 5-2 in fa-
vor of the proposal following 
a marathon public hearing in 
City Hall. 

 The plan exchanges densi-
ty — and allows for hotel de-
velopment along the Potomac 
shoreline — in exchange for 
developer-funded public ame-
nities and increased open 
space. 

-Derrick Perkins

BEaurEgarD FROM | 1

Waterfront legal battle heads to circuit court

Redevelopment news to residents

www.alextimes.com
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For more information about these fine properties,  
visit www.SueGoodhart.com 

or www.youtube.com/user/suegoodhart.

703.362.3221 SueGoodhart.com

$52 Million Sold in 2011
#1 Agent at McEnearney Associates 

(Alexandria’s #1 Real Estate Company)
#1 Agent at McEnearney’s Old Town Office

109 S Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703.549.9292

Our ExcluSivE SprinG OFFErinGS…

26 COCKRELL STREET
$819,000

3964 FORT WORTH AVENUE
$939,900

808 GRAND VIEW DRIVE
$998,500

410 THOMAS STREET
$619,900

6418 10TH STREET
$659,900

415 PITT STREET N
$759,900

1113 QUAKER HILL COURT
$617,500

2210 FORDHAM DRIVE
$780,000

304 PATRICK STREET N
$499,900

6334 DUNMAN WAY
$549,999

6408 BOULEVARD VIEW
$590,000

400 CAMERON STA BLVD #11
$469,900


