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he dust covered ev-
erything. The dirt-
like film seeped into 

homes, coated windowsills 
and blanketed parked cars. 
 When north Old Town 
residents first noticed the 
grimy substance a little more 
than a decade ago, they be-
gan closing their windows, 
hoping the glass panes would 
keep the dust at bay. For 

many, like homeowner Poul 
Hertel, the measure did little 
to abate the grime.   
 Hertel dutifully scrubbed 
his house, taking a mop to his 
floors and a rag to his win-
dows, only to find his home 
dirty a day or two later — as 
if it hadn’t been cleaned in 
years. He did not need to look 
far to find the culprit. 
 The Old Town resident 
and his neighbors always 
knew the coal-fired GenOn 

power plant was nearby; its 
five short stacks remain a sta-
ple of the Potomac River sky-
line. But as the dust continued 
to settle, Hertel grew increas-
ingly worried. If the grime 
could dirty a home, what was 
it doing to his body?
 Workers at Pepco, which 
owns the land along the riv-
er, told him environmental 
concerns about the pollution 
existed but reassured him the 
emissions were only danger-

ous at certain levels. 
 A skeptical Hertel looked 
to science for clarification.  
 Based in part on his 
dogged efforts, undertaken 
years prior, the plant’s tur-
bines powered down Monday, 
marking the end of a tumul-
tuous relationship between 
GenOn and city residents. 
Northern Virginia’s single-
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Mayoral candidates differ  
on urbanization, growth

by derrick perkins 

 
 Land use and development 
dominated Tuesday’s mayoral de-
bate, the first opportunity for vot-
ers to see incumbent Bill Euille (D) 
go head to head with Independent 
challenger Andrew Macdonald.
 “We’re not involving the com-
munity effectively from the start,” 
Macdonald said, answering mod-
erator Ginny Parry’s opening ques-
tion on bridging divides between 
development projects.
 Macdonald, a former vice may-
or and bitter opponent of the water-
front redevelopment plan, echoed 
criticisms he levied against city of-
ficials throughout the fight for the 
future of the Potomac shoreline. He 
described the planning process as 
“very top down” in Alexandria. 
 Euille, who voted in favor of the 
waterfront plan in January, defend-
ed the blueprint as a shared vision. 
Though the plan calls for hotels and 
a renewed emphasis on retail and 
commercial activity, it also sets 
aside more parkland and encour-
ages construction of public ameni-
ties like a performance center. 
 “There’s been more than 40 
years of discussion [about the wa-
terfront’s future], it’s time to bring 
it to a close and make the water-
front a world-class attraction,” 
Euille said, arguing redevelopment 
would create an equally enjoyable 
shoreline for residents and tourists.
 The two split on responsibility 
for Washington Headquarters Ser-
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Drew Combs, a control room supervisor, walks the plant’s corridors days before the facility powered down for good. 

T
by melissa Quinn

Alexandria’s stormy relationship with  
GenOn’s coal-fired plant comes to an end
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Mt. Vernon GroVe

$549,000

Awesome Opportunity! Spacious 5 bedroom, 2.5 bath 
home with 3 finished levels on over 1/3 of an acre across 
from the Mansion House Swim and Tennis Club. Gener-
ous room sizes, 2 wood burning fireplaces, main level 
family room & recently finished lower level with high 
ceilings & recessed lighting. Upper level with 5 nice size 
bedrooms including a large Master suite with sitting room 
and fireplace. Hardwood floors on 2 levels, attached ga-
rage, large level yard & lots of potential! 

BeVerLeY HILLS

$985,000
Fabulous 4/5 bed-
room, 2.5 baths 
Arts & Crafts 
home with over 
3,100 sq ft of cus-
tom appointments 
and quality finish-
es with no expense 
spared! Foyer en-

try, living room with fireplace and dining room with adja-
cent office/guest room. Open floor plan with family room, 
fireplace, breakfast room and gourmet kitchen with cherry 
cabinets, granite island, counters and SS appliances. French 
doors open to a large level yard with deck, patio & custom 
shed. Four upper level bedrooms all with loads of closet 
space! Spacious Owner’s Suite with luxury bath, sitting 
room, vaulted ceilings and Juliette balcony. Lower level rec 
room, large storage room and off street parking!  

oLd town

$834,000
Beautifully updated 3 
bedroom, 3.5 bath end 
townhouse with over 
2,500 sq ft of living 
space. Desirable open 
floor plan with refin-
ished wood floors, 2 
fireplaces, and spa-
cious lower level fam-
ily room with high ceil-
ings custom built-ins 
and a wet bar walks out 
to a fenced yard with 
patio, large shed and 
alley access. Blocks 
to METRO, shops & 
restaurants.

BeVerLY HILLS
COMING SOON

Spacious 4/5 
bedroom, 4 bath 
home expanded 
with a 2 story ad-
dition and over 
2700 sq ft of liv-
ing space. Hall-
way entry, living 

room with fireplace, formal dining room, home office 
with custom built-ins and full bath. Gourmet kitchen with 
adjacent breakfast room. Huge light filled family room 
with vaulted ceilings, fireplace with brick hearth, french 
doors to the back yard with a wrap around deck and patio. 
Back stairs lead to the Owner’s suite with luxury bath and 
2 walk-in closets. Three additional upper level bedrooms, 
a full bath, plus a rooftop deck! Lower level recreation 
room, storage room and 4th full bath. Off street parking, 
convenient to Del Ray, Old Town, Arlington & D.C.   

tHe ecLIpSe

$559,000

Luxury 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo with a balcony and ga-
rage parking in Arlington just blocks from Crystal City, 
METRO and Potomac Yards. Open floor plan, high ceil-
ings and new wood floors throughout. Desirable split 
bedroom configuration for maximum privacy. Spacious 
kitchen with 42” Cherry cabinets, granite counters, SS 
appliances. Abundant amenities including an on-site Har-
ris Teeter, fitness center, pool, community club, rooftoop 
deck and concierge service.

$8000 Closing Cost Credit!

SeMInArY/deLtA

$550,000

Wonderfully updated and surprisingly spacious 5 bed-
room, 3 bath home on approx. 10,000 sq ft lot with 
manicured grounds and off street parking. New kitchen, 
spacious 3 season sun porch, main level family room, 2 
fireplaces & gleaming wood floors. Upper level with 3 
large bedrooms. Beautifully finished lower level with 
recreation room, guest room, full bath, kitchette and 
stairs to the driveway. Convenient to shopping & restau-
rants, just minutes to Old Town, Arlington & D.C.

under ContraCt
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the Weekly brieFing

 Dogs and their owners hit 
Alexandria’s streets for the 
sixth Olde Towne Dogge Wal-
ke on Sunday, raising about 
$15,000 for mentally and 
physically challenged veter-
ans. 
 Organized by Capital 
Heel’s Bobby and Shannon 
Mahoney, this year’s iteration 
benefited Veterans Moving 
Forward, a nonprofit provid-
ing disabled veterans with 

service dogs. Retired Navy 
Cmdr. Karen Jefferies found-
ed the group to aid the reha-
bilitation of veterans suffering 
from post-traumatic stress dis-
order, traumatic brain injuries 
and physical disabilities. 
 “Veterans Moving Forward 
is committed to helping mili-
tary veterans, including the 
Coast Guard, from all gen-
erations regardless of whether 
they served in war times or 

times of peace,” Jefferies said. 
“We also will help veterans 
no matter where, or how, they 
were injured. They may have 
been hurt in a war zone or in 
a car accident when they got 
home.”
 For more information, go 
to www.vetsfwd.org or email 
admin@vetsfwd.org.

- Marty Devine

 After a nearly decade-long 
absence, former City Councilor 
David Speck returned to City 
Hall last week, tapped by a cir-
cuit judge to take Delegate Rob 
Krupicka’s (D-45) old seat.
 Though his time on city coun-

cil expires in December, Speck 
does not see himself as a 
placeholder for Krupicka, 
who recently won a spe-
cial election to the General 
Assembly. Speck, a director 

Old Town goes to the dogs

Judge appoints David Speck 
to vacant city council seat 

O L D  T O W N
C H A R M  M E E T S

C O N T E M P O R A R Y
S T Y L E

1 Bedroom Residences from $309,900
2 Bedroom Residences from $439,900

VA Approved  |  95% Financing Available

525 N. Fayette Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
LiveAtTheHenry.com • 703-634-5149

Turbo-Charged Auto Loans

2.49%APR

Used cars 2007 and newer

3.99%APR

Used cars 2006 and older

1.99%APR

New cars

Get The Best Deal On The Beltway!

Rates effective 10/01/2012 and subject to change. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Other rates and terms apply.
Rates include ½% discount for checking bundle and automatic payment. Membership eligibility required for promotion. 
See cofcu.org for full details.   

Visit cofcu.org(855) GO COFCU •

Get The Car You Want...
            with No-Hassle Buying.
    Plus, save thousands o� of MSRP!

Receive a $50 Gas Card with
Member Showroom and
a Turbo-Charged Auto Loan.

Federally Insured by NCUA

Photo/Gary StePhenS

March of the puppets: Children of all ages flocked to The Durant Center for the Arts on 
Saturday, cheering on 8-foot tall puppets when they weren’t busy partaking in a bevy of cultural and 
artistic activities. The event was one of several scheduled throughout September and October as part 
of “Kaleidoscope for Kids,” a local performing arts initiative. 

SEE council | 24
David Speck
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crime
police beat

The following incidents occurred between September 26 to October 3.
unlocked home 
ransacked
 Alexandria police say an 
unknown number of suspects 
slipped into a 200 block Cen-
tury Place home last month and 
stole jewelry, coins, electronics 
and chargers.
 The thieves entered the resi-
dence through an unlocked door 
sometime during the day Sep-
tember 27, said Ashley Hildeb-
randt, department spokeswom-
an. Their heist included a laptop 
and iPad, she said.
 No other thefts were re-
ported from nearby apartments 
during that time. Police have no 
known witnesses and have not 
made any arrests. 
 Authorities urge residents to 
keep their homes and vehicles 
secured at all times. 

Thieves target 
game consoles 

 An Xbox and Nintendo 
Wii were stolen from a 100 
block Barrett Place resi-
dence in an apparent burglary 
last month, authorities say.  
 Alexandria police believe 
one or more thieves entered 
the home through an unlocked 
front door during daylight 
hours September 25 and made 
off with the popular gaming 
consoles. The victim noticed 
the missing devices several 
hours later and alerted police.  
 Nothing else ap-
peared to have been taken.  
 There were no witnesses, 
and police do not have suspect 
descriptions, said department 
spokeswoman Ashley Hildeb-
randt. The perpetrators remain 
at large. 

hallway robbery
 City police say a 5800 block 
Quantrell Ave. resident was 
robbed on the fourth floor of 
his apartment building, losing 

money and merchandise in the 
confrontation. 
 The thief, a 165-pound black 
man between 5-foot-11 and 
6-foot-1, wielded a handgun, 
said Ashley Hildebrandt, de-
partment spokeswoman. 
 Police do not know if the 
suspect lived in the apartment 
building, and he remains at 
large. There were no witnesses, 
Hildebrandt said.

Drug smuggler 
receives 20-year 
sentence
 A yearlong investigation into 
a criminal smuggling operation 
funneling marijuana into the 
Washington area ended with 
four years of jail time for James 
Hunter Hutchings. 
 The 20-year sentence, with all 
but four years behind bars sus-
pended, comes after Hutchings 
was found guilty on counts of 
conspiracy to commit racketeer-
ing, conspiracy to distribute mari-
juana, importation of marijuana 
and conspiracy to launder money. 
 Hutchings shipped marijua-
na from Arizona to vacant ad-
dresses in the metropolitan area, 
where co-conspirators picked 
them up for distribution. 
 After selling the marijua-
na, Hutchings’ team deposited 
money into bank accounts for 
withdrawal back in Arizona. The 
drug ring was responsible for 
moving more than $500,000 of 
illegal drugs, authorities said.  
 Police intercepted more than 
88 pounds of marijuana valued 
at $220,000 during the investiga-
tion. 
 Officers with Alexandria 
Police Department’s vice and 
narcotics section worked along-
side officials with the Attorney 
General’s Financial Crime Intel-
ligence Center, the U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service, the Prince 
William County Police Depart-
ment and the sherriff’s office of 
Yavapai County, Ariz. 

- Melissa Quinn

Damiani & Damiani, pc
attorneys and counselors at law
604 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.548.1800
Fax: 703.548.1831
Email: david@damianilaw.com

Since 1997, Damiani & Damiani, P.C. has concentrated on providing 
its clients with excellent legal representation. The attorneys strive 
to be accessible and exceed their clients’ expectations. Our offices 
are conveniently located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. We are 
dedicated to helping clients with their legal matters regarding:

• Personal Injury Cases  •  Commercial Transactions
• All Aspects of Automobile and Moving Vehicle Accidents
• Civil Litigation  •  Traffic/DUI Cases

www.damianilawyers.com

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. 
The Alexandria Police Department is not required to supply the public at large with 
detailed information on criminal cases.
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Visitors generated $23.1M 
in taxes last year

by melissa Quinn 

 

 Visitors opened their wal-
lets to the tune of $771 million 
in Alexandria last year, city 
tourism officials said during 
their annual summit last week.
 Out-of-towners’ spending 
— up 8.1 percent from 2010 
— also raised $23.1 million 
for city coffers. Officials with 
the Alexandria Convention and 
Visitors Association released 
the new figures, compiled in 
conjunction with the Virginia 
Tourism Corp. and U.S. Travel 
Association, on September 27. 
 While the money generated 
for city tax revenue increased 
from year to year, Alexandria 
fell in the rankings among Vir-
ginia’s most popular tourist 
destinations. The city ranked 
among the five municipali-
ties enjoying the most spend-
ing generated from tourism in 
2010, according to the report 
released last week.  
 But the city fell to No. 6 in 
2011, below Arlington, Fair-
fax, Loudoun and Henrico 
counties locally. Still ACVA 
officials don’t see nearby mu-
nicipalities as a threat to Alex-
andria’s allure. 

 “Alexandria is a lot smaller 
than Arlington and Fairfax in 
terms of population, the num-
ber of hotels and the geograph-
ic area covered,” said Merrie 
Morris, director of public af-
fairs for ACVA. “I do not think 
we would position ourselves as 
competing with them.” 
 Along with bolstering the 

city’s bank account, visitor 
spending kept more than 6,000 
people employed in Alexan-
dria, officials said. And that 
figure does not account for sea-
sonal employment, said Eliza-
beth McLaughlin, the state 
tourism agency’s vice presi-
dent of research.
 ACVA officials launched 
several initiatives this year 

aimed at attracting even more 
visitors, like a revamped tour-
ism website and September’s 
inaugural Fashion’s Night Out 
event. Mayor Bill Euille touted 
another change — new ban-
ners on King Street — as one 
of the organization’s most suc-
cessful projects in recent years.
 City council and the may-
or increased ACVA’s fiscal 
2013 budget by $100,000 in 
response to the association’s 
continued success. The mon-
ey, Morris said, is earmarked 
for holiday and spring adver-
tising. 
 “There’s no doubt we have 
a lot of unique qualities and 
have a unique charm where no 
one in Northern Virginia can 
compete with us,” she said. 
 Despite a small drop in 
state rankings, Alexandria 
outpaced Virginia and North-
ern Virginia during the past 
five years, boasting a 22-per-
cent increase in visitor spend-
ing since 2006. By contrast, 
traveler spending increased 9 
percent during the same pe-
riod in the state and region. 
 “A visitor just wants a 
complete experience,” Morris 
said. “People from Arlington 
even say ‘We wish we had an 
Old Town,’ and people are go-
ing to come to Alexandria be-
cause of this.” 

Tourism pays big 
dividends for city

there’s 
no doubt 

we have a lot of 
unique qualities 
and have a unique 
charm where no 
one in northern 
Virginia can 
compete with us.”

-merrie morris
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Metro Behavioral health ServiceS, llc

6177 Grovedale Court Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22310
Phone  (703)924-2370    Fax  (703)924-2374
gebzebro@metrobehavioralhealthservices.com | woldegiorgis@yahoo.com

Gebrehana W Zebro, MD,  
MBA, FAPA, FACP
Board certified psychiatrist, 
Board Certified Internist

Providing integrative psychiatric services to adolescents (ages 12 & up), adults, and elderly patients. 
High quality health care for common and complicated psychiatric illnesses, alcohol, opiate or 
narcotics, tobacco, and cyber and any addictions. We also treat most common medical problems.

Accepting Virginia Medicaid, Medicare, Tricare, self-pay based on sliding scale mode.  
We accept most commercial insurances.

We accept new patients and the average wait period is one week.
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Type of Hearing Loss Increase in Risk
of Dementia

John Hopkins University Study 

Mild
•Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy 
restaurant 
•Find yourself asking “What?” more often 
•Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
•Loved ones  may become frustrated with you “You 
Listening”
•Difficulty understanding normal conversations
•Constantly saying “What?”

Severe
•Difficulty making out the details of any conversation 
•Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
•Possible loss of jobs or relationships 
•Most sounds are muffled and faded 

Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GeT YoUR FRee HeaRInG SCReenInG ToDaY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist
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Treatment is not a luxury but a medical necessity  

 that most insurance will pay for.

Our medical staff  

can bring you genuine 

leg pain relief  
almost immediately.

www.VeinTreatmentOptions.com

No hospital stays, no scars, 
no stitches!

CALL 1-855-560-8346                 
Mon. - Thur., 8 am - 7 pm, Fri. 8 am - 5 pm

fREE, no obLigAtion vEin sCREEning

• Medical team led by a board certified* surgeon
• Virtually painless outpatient procedures
• Most procedures covered by insurance, including Medicare
• 20 modern medical centers in DC, Virginia and Maryland

Get a same-day diagnosis on your leg pain.
Test by a Certified Vascular Technician, consult with a Registered Nurse,  
and Physician if needed ... in one appointment at one location.

*American Board of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
Free Screening Offer wording does not apply to government programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, etc. PLEASE CALL our 
Patient Services Team to discuss covered testing option for your insurance. One offer per person, some restrictions may apply.

E M A I L T O D A Y

letters@alextimes.com

Extra classroom time for 
students, teachers starts 
November 7 

by melissa Quinn 

 

 School board members ex-
tended the school day at Jef-
ferson-Houston by 90 minutes 
with a 6-2 vote September 27, 
more than a month after anoth-
er round of disappointing Stan-
dards of Learning test results. 
 Administrators initially 
pushed to implement the longer 
school day for teachers starting 
Monday and students later this 
month, but the plan instead 
will go into effect November 
7. Pupils at the preK-8 school 
can expect to spend more time 
in the classroom four days a 
week. Teachers will utilize ad-
ditional time on the fifth day 
for professional development 
and student assessment. 
 Though board members 
voiced concerns about the mea-
sure’s $600,000 price tag, Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
staff said state aid covers the 
cost. Board members Ronnie 
Campbell and Mimi Carter 
voted against the proposal. 
 Despite repeated attempts 
to reach them, neither Carter, 
who is not seeking re-election, 
nor Campbell, who is nearly 
assured another term on the 
board, would comment on 
their vote before the Times’ 
deadline. 
 After the votes were cast, 
Jefferson-Houston Principal 
Rosalyn Rice-Harris rose in 
excitement, praising the board. 
 “Thank you very much,” 
she said. “We’re excited — 
thank you.”
 As for teachers, the major-
ity supported the move, ac-
cording to an anonymous sur-
vey Rice-Harris distributed to 
her staff of 60 educators.  The 
questionnaire asked whether 
they believed the extra time 

would be used wisely.
 Of the 51 returned, 38 
teachers believed the extra 
time was beneficial, with 13 
disagreeing. 
 “They may not love it, but 
we’re accepting of it,” Rice-
Harris told the board.
 Unhappy teachers have the 
option to switch to a different 
school, said Superintendent 
Morton Sherman. As yet, not a 
single teacher has requested a 
transfer, he said. 
 Teachers will receive an 
hourly salary for the extra class-
room time. 
 School officials began push-
ing for the extended day after 

Jefferson-Houston was labeled 
as a “priority” school based on 
SOL scores. 
 For the 2011-12 school year, 
60 percent of students passed 
the English SOLs, a decline of 
7-percentage points from 2010-
2011. In mathematics, just 35 
percent passed, and only 56 
percent of students passed the 
state test’s writing portion. 
 Despite longstanding re-
form efforts by district offi-
cials, the school faces losing 
accreditation from Virginia’s 
Board of Education. Jefferson-
Houston received accreditation 
with warning last year, but the 
board will review that status at 
a meeting this month.

Longer day for 
Jefferson-Houston

file Photo
The school day at Jefferson-
Houston will be extended by 90 
minutes beginning in November. 
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Credit is subject to approval. For the 30-Year Fixed Rate Loan, the rate and payment example is for a $417,000 loan with a 30-year amortization, no origination points, a $665 administrative fee, other standard closing costs 
apply, a 3.277% Annual Percentage Rate and a payment of $1,814.81 per month (principal and interest). The payment example does not include amounts for taxes and other insurance. The actual payment obligations may  
be greater. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. NMLS ID: 302944. Accurate as of publication date.

Benefits:
•	 Extremely low rates and  

competitive loan programs 
•	 In-house processing, underwriting  

and closing for expedited service
•	 Local market knowledge

Also Offer Mortgage Loans for: 
•	 Second homes
•	 Investment properties

Other Options Available:
•	 High-balance conventional  
•	 Jumbo 

Reduce Your Mortgage Payments Today, While Rates Are at an All-Time Low.

VCBonline.com

Mortgage Lending

             Northern Virginia’s Largest Community Bank.                             

To learn more about VCB’s flexible loan options, call our experienced mortgage team at 703-334-2387.

	 •	For	loan	amounts	up	to	$417,000	 •	No	origination	points
	 •	Primary	residence	only	 •	$665	administrative	fee

30-Year Fixed:      

3.25%   3.277%
APR

Longer day for 
Jefferson-Houston

vices in the city’s West End. 
Though traffic from the rough-
ly 6,400 workers commuting 
to the complex has not proven 
as bad as once feared, the Pen-
tagon annex’s location — far 
from the Metro and alongside a 
heavily congested highway — 
remains contentious.
 Macdonald accused the 
then city council of failing to 
stop the project when it had the 
chance. Euille said the city’s 
elected leaders’ hands were 
tied, arguing the question was 
not who bears responsibility, 
but how to mitigate West End 
traffic. 
 On Alexandria’s increasing-
ly dense landscape as a whole, 
Euille was forced to defend 
himself from an unfriendly au-
dience in the George Washing-
ton Middle School auditorium. 

His description of City Hall 
as “transparent” elicited jeers 
from the packed crowd. 
 Though the pair sat side 
by side, their answers — and 
rebuttals — rarely engaged 
each another. While Macdon-
ald repeatedly argued for a 
more transparent, community 
-involved planning process, 
Euille listed a string of suc-
cesses under his tenure.
 But when the mayor raised 
the closure of GenOn as one 
such example, Macdonald shot 
back immediately. 
 “A lot of people had a lot to 
do with closing GenOn,” Mac-
donald said, in an infrequent di-
rect rebuke. “A lot of people are 
owed a great deal of thanks.”
 The two sparred over the 
future of Potomac Yard, which 
will see the vacant fields and 
shopping center in north Alex-
andria transform into a mixed-
use development. Describing 

himself as a fan of Metro, Mac-
donald questioned the financial 
sustainability of building the 
station as well as the strain an 
influx of new residents will put 
on city services. 
 Euille argued Potomac 
Yard’s development would not 
succeed without a Metro sta-
tion. 
 The early summer passage 
of the Beauregard corridor 
plan, which will see the West 
End neighborhood undergo a 
radical transformation in the 
coming years served as another 
divisive issue between the can-
didates.
 “Individual [property] own-
ers could have developed by-
right — they chose to come 
together under a small area 
plan,” Euille said, touting 
the blueprint’s passage as the 
best possible outcome for the 
neighborhood. 
 “It was not well thought 

out,” Macdonald retorted.
 But on eminent domain the 
two came together — as they 
did on increasing the city’s 
supply of affordable housing. 
Macdonald pledged to eschew 
eminent domain, particularly 
in regard to the Old Dominion 
Boat Club’s waterfront prop-
erty, arguing the city benefited 
from negotiating with land-
owners. Euille said eminent 
domain was off the table when 
it comes to the ODBC or the 
waterfront, though city offi-
cials have threatened the mea-
sure in the past. 
 “There’s been no use of em-
inent domain since I’ve been 
sitting on city council these 
past 18 years,” Euille said. 
 The next scheduled debate 
for the two mayoral hopefuls as 
well as city council candidates 
is Wednesday evening at Lyles-
Crouch Traditional Academy.

debate 
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Euille, Macdonald dispute development

Andrew Macdonald

Bill Euille
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Why haven’t Alexandria and 
Arlington worked together 
for one system of rapid tran-
sit down the Route 1 cor-
ridor? How can it happen if 
Arlington intends to build a 
[streetcar] line, while Alex-
andria has decided to use 
bus rapid transit? Why don’t 
we have a more regional 
view toward transit options?

bob Wood (r): It’s an absence 
of leadership, it’s an absence of 
vision and frankly it’s the in-
ability to communicate our 
priorities and our needs across 
the region in a way that’s inte-
grated and incorporated with 
an overall development plan. 
I think we’re acting too … in-
dependently and thinking too 
narrowly, and quite frankly, I 
think it’s a pattern we’ve seen 

from the past city [councilors] 
who claim to be transportation 
specialists. 

What do you intend to do in 
practical terms to increase 
open space in the city?

Justin Wilson (d): We need 
to expand the number of open 
space opportunities we have in 
the city, and the key factor in 
doing that is through our rede-
velopment activity. The fact 
is [with the] Beauregard plan 
we have 40-plus acres of new 
open space, one of the largest 
… developments and contribu-
tions to new open space in the 
city’s history. We’re going to 
have the waterfront plan, [with] 
five-and-a-half acres of new 
open space coming out of that. 
We have the Braddock Road 
plan — new open space. Rede-
velopment absolutely gives us 
that opportunity to create new 
open space without having to 

spend city tax dollars. The city, 
in the past, had the open space 
fund and that was a great way 
to provide seed money from the 
city for open space, but we need 
to think [bigger]. 

With our rising student 
population, our aging 
city infrastructure and a 
weak economy, the city’s 
squeezed. What are your 
priorities, and how will you 
pay for it? 

Jermaine mincey (l): In 
terms of our infrastructure, it’s 
important to notice that our 
schools and our city buildings 
are continuing to age. And the 
question you have to ask is how 
is that going to affect spending? 
Who’s going to pay for them? I 
believe [it is] important for [city 
councilors] to not make the de-
cisions on the podium but to 
come out to the people and have 
a frank and honest discussion 

on what things we will pay for, 
how much we’re willing to pay 
and what we can do to achieve 
these goals … Only as a com-
munity can we come together to 
fix our problems. 

timothy loVain (d): I 
think that the infrastructure 
investment is critical to Alex-
andria’s future. And first trans-
portation, especially our high- 
capacity transit … Second, the 
schools … And third, I think of 
the sewers. [It’s] very unglam-
orous, but especially trying to 
[fix] that combined sewer over-
flow, which is causing pollu-
tion in the Potomac River. It’s 
a long-term proposition, but 
it’s something we need to keep 
working at.

When a development proj-
ect is challenged in the 
courts, do you believe that 
project should be post-
poned until the courts 

More than 200 residents and onlookers packed the 
auditorium at George Washington Middle School 
on Tuesday to hear 12 city council candidates 
debate a wide range of topics, including taxes, 
GenOn and transportation infrastructure. 
by melissa Quinn

C i T y  C O u n C i L
Debate Digest

Way blue. Way fast.
Way fewer stops.
Where there’s a MetroExtra bus, there’s a way. And it’s a great way 
to get you where you need to go faster and with fewer stops than a 
regular Metrobus. The best part is: A MetroExtra bus costs the same 
as a regular bus! 

These Metrobus routes are now MetroExtra routes!

16F Columbia Pike — Buses will serve stops every 10-15 minutes 
during the A.M. and P.M. rush.

16Y Columbia Pike — Buses will serve stops every six minutesduring 
the A.M. rush and every eight minutes during the P.M. rush. Also, buses 
will start earlier in the A.M. rush and run later in the P.M. rush.

28X Leesburg Pike — Buses will serve stops every 15 minutes between 
Mark Center and West Falls Church station and every 30 minutes 
between West Falls Church station and Tysons Corner.

For more information about these and other MetroExtra routes,
visit wmata.com/bus.

A way better bus.
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1225 Martha Custis Drive, Suite C-1, Alexandria, Virginia, 22302        www.CaringDoc.com      703.671.2700

Holistic Medical Doctors
Treating the Cause. Not Just the Symptoms. 

Now Accepting New Patients 

703.671.2700
Rosemarie Rose, MD, DABFM
Special Interests: Neurotransmitter Diseases 
including ADHD, Fibromyalgia, Migraines and 
Parkinson’s Disease 

Jeanne Shiffman, MD, DABFM, NCMP
Special Interests: Menopause, Male Hormonal 
Balancing, Bio-Identical Hormones, Thyroid Issues, 
Fatigue, Medical Acupuncture and Complementary 
Cancer Care

Jennifer Lee, DO, MPH, DABFM
Special Interests: Headaches, Fatigue, 
Intestinal Problems, Osteopathy and 
Acupuncture  

Marie Steinmetz, M.D., DABFM
Special Interests: Intestinal Problems 
including IBS and Acupuncture.  
Dr. Steinmetz is participating in Dr. Weil’s 

Fellowship in Integrative Medicine, an internationally 
recognized as the leading integrative medical 
education program in the world.

We are experts at a 
whole body / mind 
approach to optimal 
wellness and healing 
including the scientific 
use of acupuncture, 
nutrition, vitamins, 
supplements and herbs.

Our Unique Approach to Healing: 
 Thyroid / Adrenal Dysfunction
 Hormonal Imbalance
 Menopause / Peri-Menopause
 Cancer Risk Screening
 Natural Diabetes Management  

Digestive Disorders
 Concentration “Brain Fog”

 Medical Acupuncture
 Osteopathic Manipulation
 Nutritional Counseling
 Chronic Disease Management
 Acute & Chronic Pain Management
 Holistic Primary Care
 Optimal Wellness

Sign up for Our 
E-Newsletter & Educational 

Seminar Invitations!

I can honestly say this is the first time in so long where I 
feel like I am on a path to a better well being, spiritually, 
mentally, and physically.  I’ve had tests done that no one 
has taken the time to do before. I’ve been recommended 
to treatments that most doctors haven’t even heard of. I 
am on my way to feeling better. I have hope. I’m cared for. 
I’ve never been able to say that before.   
     – Reve B. via Yelp! 

make a decision? 

robert kraus (l): We need 
to re-evaluate the waterfront 
[plan] now. We need to halt ev-
erything and put it on hold. Too 
much happens in closed meet-
ings, in these secret sessions 
just like with the BRAC prob-
lems [at] Mark Center. If you 
trust the current city council or 
the former city council, the five 
— the BRAC five if you’ll call 
them — then go ahead and vote 
for them. And they’ll have more 
secret meetings, and they won’t 
listen to you. I want to listen to 
the voters. I don’t want to listen 
to the developers. The develop-
ers don’t live here — I live here. 

What is your vision for the 
future of Arlandria?

Frank Fannon (r): Arland-
ria is a wonderful area … We 
have The Birchmere there, but 
we need new commercial de-
velopments to help revitalize 
that area. We can’t do it all as 
a city. We have that lot there 
at the corner of Mount Vernon 
Avenue and Glebe Road, we’d 
love to see that get redeveloped. 

It’s really the gateway to the city 
… We’ve also had some serious 
overcrowding issues in that area 
and … we need to make sure 
that our police department and 
city officials are [enforcing] the 
rules of the city, and that’s what 
we’ve done recently and that’s 
something we need to address 
to make sure we have a safe and 
not too over-crowded of an area 
in Arlandria. 

Do you think considerations 
— such as traffic manage-
ment, environmental im-
pact and emergency ser-
vices availability-related to 
[Washington Headquarters 
Services] were passed over 
with too little consider-
ation? 

glenda daVis (i): I’m sure 
that city council had all good in-
tentions and considered the citi-
zens in the area, but sometimes 
I think maybe council tends to 
put growth before people … 
First you have the concerns 
of the citizens and had [those 
been taken into account] then I 
don’t think that we would have 

drafted the Beauregard corri-
dor small area plan because we 
would have already planned for 
[those issues] in the beginning 
… I’m sure that the citizens 
would have brought that up, and 
[those issues] could have been 
avoided or at least planned for 
in advance. 

Our property assessments 
are going up this year af-
ter a couple years of little 
or no assessment growth 
because house prices are 
rising again. Shouldn’t the 
property tax rate be lowered 
to balance this out?

alicia hughes (r): Yes, 
the tax rate should have gone 
down in order to keep the flat 
tax filled. We [have] overtaxed 
in Alexandria in my three years 
of being on the city council … 
Every year we’ve had a budget 
surplus in excess of $10 million 
… and if your surplus is great-
er than 1 or 2 pennies or the 
amount by which you increase 
the tax rate, that means you are 
overtaxing the public and that is 
something that we need to stop. 

We need to control spending in 
this city. You deserve that from 
us, and we need to look from 
within before looking to you for 
additional dollars. 

allison silberberg (d): 
I’m the chair of the city’s eco-
nomic opportunities commis-
sion and I’ve been on the com-
mission, for eight years serving 
as an advocate for the most vul-
nerable and one of the things that 
the city does is it gives $48,000 
a year to Meals on Wheels, 
which serves our seniors. And 
so when we talk about a $600 
million annual budget, one of 
the things that I always bring 
to the table is bringing it down 
to a human level and talking 
about what are we spending the 
money on and how do we get an 
eagle eye look while being very 
transparent and working with 
the community and getting the 
community involved at all lev-
els. But we also have to be very 
careful and be fiscally respon-
sible to maintain that triple-A 
bond rating.

Do you think Alexandria 
has enough open space and 

outdoor recreational space 
for its residents?

del pepper (d): We did have 
this question once before but let 
me just add a little something 
new if I can: We have every op-
portunity when there is a new 
development [project], particu-
larly if it is a large [project] that 
is coming on down the pipe. We 
really need to negotiate with our 
developers to ensure that we get 
every last blade of grass pos-
sible out of them. And as I men-
tioned, we [got] over 40 acres, 
new acres, of open space in the 
Beauregard small area plan and 
we look forward to having that 
developed. But Witter Field, 
just off of Duke Street, [is] go-
ing to be coming online very 
soon and that’s going to add to 
our amount of open space that 
will be used. And [it] will not 
just be open space but will be 
created as something the com-
munity can use. 

SEE digest | 13
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Please cut along dotted line

Yes! Send me information about Hermitage of Northern Virginia. 
Mail to: Hermitage of Northern Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22311

Name  _____________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________

City  __________________________________   State  ______  Zip  _________

Telephone  ________________  Email  ___________________________________
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It’s Your Time. Spend It Wisely.
Time, like money can be an important investment. Invest your time in a lifestyle 
that rewards you each day. At the Hermitage of Northern Virginia you’ll discover 
that time has a special quality all its own—time for spirited conversation, where 
good neighbors become great friends. The Hermitage is an exceptional place, 
combining an active, vibrant lifestyle with access to quality on-site health care.

The care-free lifestyle at Hermitage of Northern 
Virginia offers you time to do all these things...
and more with NO ENTRANCE FEE. Call us at 
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  H
ER

M

ITAGE OF NORTHERN
 V

IRG
IN

IA

5
th

0        ANNIVERSARY
             1962-2012

ALEXANDRIATIMES 5.12

After more than 30 years, 
Pat Troy retires from the 
restaurant business 

by derrick perkins 

 
 Pat Troy left the restaurant 
business Sunday, but not with-
out raised glasses, speeches 
and a final rendition of “The 
Unicorn Song.”
 After 30-plus years of 
running Ireland’s Own, the 
Irishman-turned-Alexandrian 
hosted one final blowout to 
mark the changing of the guard 
at the North Pitt Street restau-
rant. Scott Holdt, a former em-
ployee, and Margaret Keane 
will take the reins, according to 
documents filed with the city. 
They expect to finalize the sale 
next week. 
 “You can’t believe it, but I 
came up [to Ireland’s Own] this 
evening and I was exhausted 
— I had a tension headache,” 
said a clearly recovered Troy 
between thanking throngs of 
well-wishers after leading the 
packed restaurant in song. 
 “It was moving; it was great. 
I’m looking forward to [Mon-
day], and my wife especially. 
No more having to worry or 
count up the bills,” he said.
 The change was a long time 
coming. Troy advertised his 
willingness to sell the popu-
lar Old Town institution on its 
website and by word of mouth 
for years. He wanted to wait 
for the right buyer, he told the 
Times in June, someone who 
would preserve the restau-
rant’s celebration of military 
and public safety officials as 
well as the table turned shrine  
where former President Ron-
ald Reagan once sat during an 
unexpected visit. 
 Troy, who published his 
memoir “I Have A Story to 
Tell” nearly a year ago, looked 
on as a steady string of friends, 
former employees and local 
dignitaries — including May-
or Bill Euille, City Councilor 
Frank Fannon and retired Lt. 
Gen. Stanley McChrystal —
shared their stories of the es-

tablishment and its outspoken 
owner. 
 “Pat never does anything 
low key,” joked former Wash-
ington Redskins executive 
Charley Casserly. “Even if 
nobody knows him, it doesn’t 
make any difference.” 
 Troy also was known for 
not shying away from a fight 
with City Hall during his long 
career as a restaurateur, includ-
ing as recently as June, when 
planning department staff post-
ed a sign announcing possible 
change in ownership outside 
Ireland’s Own. 

 He made a last plea as the 
festivities wound down Sunday 
night, calling on city council 
to restore funding for Alexan-
dria’s bevy of parades and fes-
tivals. Troy, who also organizes 
Old Town’s St. Patrick’s Day 
festivities, said the budget cuts 
threatened the celebration’s fu-
ture.
 “I leave, but I leave with a 
heavy heart against the city and 
the way they’ve been treating 
me and the Ballyshaners,” he 
said. “If the [St. Patrick’s Day] 
parade were to stop, it would 
be a huge revenue issue for our 
city.”
 And while departing the res-
taurant business, Troy harbors 
no thoughts of stepping back 
from the annual parade. He’s 
not ready to give that up just 
yet.

End of an era  
at ireland’s Own

Photo/derrick PerkinS
Pat Troy, longtime owner of 
Ireland’s Own restaurant in Old 
Town, turned the business over 
to former employee Scott Holdt 
and Margaret Keane on Sunday 
night.  

Who cares? We do.
email comments, rants & raves to letters@alextimes.com.
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largest pollutant has seen its 
last days.
 “Everybody … should take 
a deep breath,” said City Coun-
cilor Del Pepper at a celebra-
tory press conference just be-
yond the building’s gated front 
entrance. “It is over, and [Ge-
nOn] is closed.”

FrOM IgNOrED TO IgNOMINy

 Back when train cars still 
regularly rested on rails near 
Union Street, residents wel-
comed the addition of the plant 
in an industrial-oriented city, 
said John Komoroski, a plan-
ning commission member and 
Alexandria native. The now-
loathed plant fit well in 1950s 
and ’60s Old Town.
 The area smelled because 
the sewage treatment plant 
didn’t properly filter waste, and 
the land surrounding the plant 
was largely devoid of homes 
and apartments, Komoroski re-
called. 
 “It was just kind of there,” 
he said of the plant, built in 
1949. “It had low stacks, and 
no one picked up that the stuff 
was bad.” 
 Residents largely ignored 
the GenOn plant, then known 
as Mirant, until the dust be-
gan to settle. Then Hertel and 
fellow city resident Elizabeth 
Chimento got involved.
 On the other side of the 
George Washington Memo-
rial Parkway, the same dust that 
plagued Hertel covered Chi-
mento’s property, coating her 
exterior walls, outdoor furniture 
and car. She and Hertel banded 
together, hoping to learn if the 
dust came — as they suspected 
— from the plant. 
 “They kept telling us, 
‘What you have in your house 
is common dirt,’” Hertel said. 
“You have a cleaning level and 
maintain the same cleaning 
level, and all of a sudden you 
have a disaster in your house? 
It just [didn’t] add up.”
 Chimento and Hertel ex-
amined samples of the dirt un-
der a microscope and brought 
their findings to Alexandria’s 
elected officials. The dust was 
fly ash — a harmful particle 
linked to asthma, bronchitis 

and heart disease — direct 
from the plant. Still, city lead-
ers initially turned a blind eye, 
Hertel said.
 “They took the position that 
if we do nothing, the plant will 
go away quicker,” Hertel said. 
 But before long, city coun-
cilors commissioned a study 
on the effects of the pollution. 
When the results came in, “it 
was a disaster for everyone,” 
Hertel said. He and Chimento 
were vindicated. 
 After a string of state emis-
sions violations, the plant tem-
porarily shuttered — only to 
reopen in December 2005. 
 GenOn officials imple-
mented more environmentally 
friendly alternatives to lessen 
emissions but continued to vio-
late state Environmental Qual-
ity Department standards along 
the way. Richmond fined the 
plant $275,000 last year and 
again in August — a violation 
that remains pending. 
 In 2008, the troubled plant 
and city entered into an agree-
ment to lessen its emissions, 
placing $34 million in escrow 
for environmental improve-
ments. The conditions out-
lined in the agreement made it 
difficult for the plant to oper-
ate, Hertel said.
 By August 2011, the city 
and GenOn reached another 
agreement: to permanently 
shut down the plant. Company 
officials called closing the fa-
cility an economic decision. 
 “It’s the right decision for 
the business,” said company 
spokeswoman Misty Allen at 
the time. “We think ultimately 
that [the decision] isn’t all that 
much of a surprise looking at 
the constraints of potential ad-
ditional [environmental] con-
trols.”
 That’s not quite the entire 
story, Hertel said.
 “This is an economic deci-
sion, but on the other hand, the 
decision was made a lot easier 
because of all the work put in 
by Elizabeth, myself, the city 
and other citizens,” he said.

PLANNINg FOr ThE FuTurE

 As Hertel, Chimento and 
city officials celebrated Mon-
day morning, most of the fa-
cility’s 120 workers entered 
into retirement or began new 
jobs. GenOn, which holds an 

88-year lease on the land, must 
complete its deactivation pro-
cedures before any plans for 
the plant’s future can start.  
 Hertel hopes a park will be 
built, though city officials see 
development down the road. 
Plans will be drawn up in the 
coming three to five years, 

Mayor Bill Euille told a group 
of reporters.  
 But even as officials look 
forward, their years-long fight 
will serve as inspiration to 
other municipalities, said U.S. 
Rep. Jim Moran (D-8).
 “Because of ... a commit-
ted citizenry, officials and our 

city staff, [GenOn] was held 
accountable,” Moran said. 
“We’ve got 200 other power 
plants around the country — 
and [those communities] need 
to do what Alexandria did ... 
Other communities need to do 
what Alexandria has accom-
plished.”  

Limited time offer
F i n a n c i n g  O p t i o n s  f r o m  C a f f i

Water Heaters
0% APR with  

6 months to pay*
 

Boilers, HVaC equipment  
& Generators 
0% APR with  

12 months to pay*

Need a new system? 
You can start saving right away 

with high-efficiency heating 
and cooling options from 

American Standard.  

Call us for a free estimate!

Limited 
Time Offer

Is good through  
the end of September.

Caffi   Contracting   Services
Plumbing  •  Heating  •  remodeling  •  Since 1967

www.ca ffi co ntracti n g.co m
*The Caffi Contracting Services Inc. Visa® credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank, an Equal 
Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit at participating mer-
chants. Regular minimum monthly payments are required during the promotional (special terms) period. Inter-
est will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the APR for Purchases if the purchase balance is 
not paid in full within the promotional period. For newly opened accounts, the APR for Purchases is 27.99%. 
This APR may vary with the market based on the U.S. Prime Rate and is given as of 08/01/12. If you are charged 
interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. If you use the card for cash advances, the 
cash advance fee is 5.00% of the amount of the cash advance, but not less than $10.00. Offer expires 9/30/2012.

703.836.6775 • service@cafficontracting.com
www.facebook.com/cafficontracting
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Private school team 
remains undefeated

by melissa Quinn 

 Hours before they suit up 
for their weekly bouts on the 
gridiron, more than 65 foot-
ball players from the St. Ste-
phen’s and St. Agnes gather 
around tables in the school’s 
cafeteria. 
 They’ve come for break-
fast — specifically Miss Ha-
bliston’s egg soufflé and egg 
casserole. The players request 
her egg creations and devour 
fruit, coconut juice — which 
supposedly cuts down on 
cramping —and bagels, lots 
of bagels. 
 Before September’s match-

up with Potomac, they pol-
ished off more than 150 rolls.   
The mood is light, and conver-
sation is sprinkled with joking 
and ribbing. The players rare-
ly talk ball. 
 Come 11 a.m., though, the 
quips subside; the players grow 
serious. Coaches hold one-on-
one meetings until it’s time to 
take the field. Together, they’ll 
scrutinize game film, looking 
for any advantage.
 These Saturday morn-
ing gatherings have become 
a ritual for the team this year 
— players previously met for 
Friday night dinners. Coach 
Bernard Joseph, who took 
over the program last year, de-
vised the new routine. It’s one 
of several changes contribut-
ing to the Saints’ 5-0 start, the 

first in more than five years.
 It’s his way of bringing 
them back to the glory days, 
Joseph said, when Sleepy 
Thompson held the reins and 
winning was a way of life. 
 “The community hasn’t 
changed very much,” he said. 
“Just the record of the football 
team changed.” 
 After the Saints’ 1-8 record 
last season — Joseph’s first at 
the helm — he knew it was 
time for reform. 
 Players participate in rigor-
ous practices Monday through 
Wednesday. On Thursdays, 
history teacher Jan Jacobs 
leads them in yoga — it im-
proves flexibility — and the 
team spends the rest of the 
afternoon watching film. They 
walk through different game 

scenarios Friday.
 The team also spent five 
days before the season’s start 
in the mountains at Shrine 
Mont Camp, a tradition started 
by Sleepy but one that faded 
as years passed, only to be re-
introduced under Joseph’s ten-
ure.  
 His team — comprised of 
assistant coaches Jake Cur-
rie, Anthony Finch and Kevin 
Whitaker — makes “never 
quit, work hard” their motto. 
Even after games, when prac-
tice typically would be light, 
they keep at it.
 “Teaching is repetition until 
learning takes place,” Joseph 
said. “That’s how we go about 
these things as coaches … at 

sports

Saints soaring high

Bishop ireton
Overall Record: 0-5

Conference Record: 0-0

Last Week
Lost 38-24  

to St. Mary’s Ryken

Upcoming
Flint Hill

2 p.m. Saturday

t.c. WiLLiams
Overall Record: 1-4

Conference Record: 0-2

Last Week
@Lost 21-7 at  
Lake Braddock

Upcoming
@W.T. Woodson

1:30 p.m. Saturday 

episcopaL 
Overall Record:  2-1

Conference Record: 0-0

Last Week
Lost 35-0 at Collegiate

Upcoming 
Landon

4 p.m. Friday

lines oF 
scrimmage

Photo/MeliSSa MaaS, St. StePhen’S and St. aGneS hiGh School
The St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes Saints celebrate after another win earlier this season. Changes under head coach Bernard Joseph’s 
tenure, including yoga lessons, have propelled the team to a 5-0 start. 

SEE saints | 27
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BURGUNDY
Where learning comes  al ive!

Burgundy Farm Country Day School
3700 Burgundy Road . Alexandria, VA . 22303

703.329.6968 . info@burgundyfarm.org
www.burgundyfarm.org

Join us for our

Open 
House!
Sunday, Oct. 7

2 - 4 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 12 
9 -11 a.m.

Saturday, Dec. 1
2 - 4 p.m.

Pre-Kindergarten - 8th Grade
    . Exciting, experiential curriculum
   . Diverse, nurturing community
   . Extended day and 
            enrichment opportunities
             . 25-acre Alexandria  
        campus
            . 500-acre Center for  
        Wildlife Studies

2400 Russell Road    Alexandria, VA 22301
703-548-4804     www.acdsnet.org

We teach our students to be:
•   Independent Learners     •   Well-Balanced
•   Community Minded         •   Effective Communicators

Learn How!
Attend an Open House or schedule a tour.

•   October 10       •   November 13      
•   December 6       •   January 11

Alexandria Country Day School
K-8  •  co-ed  •  nonsectarian  •  small classes

At Saint Anselm’s,
 lifelong learning 
      starts now.

Is your son 
     looking for a challenge?

Discover Saint Anselm’s Abbey School, where boys are challenged to give 
their best every day both inside and outside the classroom.  Where a young man 
can play three sports each year, star in a play and learn Latin, Spanish and Arabic.  
Where each student is known in a close-knit community of peers, teachers and 
monks and gets the personal attention he needs to thrive in middle school, high 
school and beyond.  It all starts here.     

Independent Catholic School in Washington, DC • Gifted Young Men, Grades 6-12
202-269-2379 • admissions@saintanselms.org • www.saintanselms.org

Transportation
Available

AM Shuttle Bus 
from No.Va.

FAll 2012 Open HOuse
Sunday, November 4, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. - Tours Begin on the Hour

Register at www.saintanselms.org/admissions
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What should the ideal 
working relationship be 
between council and the 
school board if both will 
have a number of new 
members. And what should 
the city be doing to close 
the achievement gap for 
our city?

John taylor chapman 
(d): [As] one of the only people 
on this stage that was part of 
the school’s strategic planning 
process, it’s city council’s job 
to ensure that the schools stay 
on task and on track with that 
strategic planning process. 
It’s a great strategic plan but 
it only works if it’s enforced 
and executed, so that’s the job 
of city council. Next is to in-
crease communications not 
only between the two bodies 
but also with different students, 
the students’ parents and the 
community. Also, looking at 
our programs, it’s necessary 
that we not only look at pre-
K and increase capacity there, 
but we also need to ensure that 
our older kids have quality 
after-school programs and our 
even older kids have quality 
connections to getting ready 
for the work life so they have 
internships and job shadowing 
programs. 

What is your vision for 
the GenOn site, and what 
should be the process to 
determine its future?

paul smedberg (d): I think 
that, yes, it’s great that we’re 
going to open up this process 
for the GenOn site, but I used to 
live in that part of the city and 
I’m very mindful of the fact 
that we have numerous oppor-
tunities beyond GenOn in north 
Old Town … We have other 
sites that are underdeveloped 
or will be redeveloped, and so 
we have to take a much more 
comprehensive approach. The 
GenOn site is obviously very 
exciting and provides many 
great opportunities for us, but 
we have to look at it in the 
context of the north Old Town 
region.
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scene around toWn calendar oF 
eVents

To have your event consid-
ered for our calendar list-

ings, please email events@
alextimes.com. You can also 

post your event directly to 
our online calendar by visit-

ing www.alextimes.com.

Catching up with the former 
teen heartthrob 

by Jordan Wright

 In a career spanning six 
decades, David Cassidy has 
worked in television, the-
ater and concert halls as a 
musician, actor, songwriter, 
singer, director and producer. 
That’s a lot of crossover. But 
when you’re the son of the-
atrical and TV royalty Jack 
Cassidy and Evelyn Ward, 
you could say, “Well, kids, 
that’s showbiz!” 
 At the tender age of 8, 
Cassidy started touring and 
performing in summer stock 
productions along with his 
parents and landed his first 
Broadway role before he 
was a teenager. Many of his 
fans grew up with him in the 
1970s when he played ador-
able heartthrob Keith in the 
long-running, syndicated sit-
com, “The Partridge Family.” 
He and stepmother Shirley 
Jones were the only two cast 
members to actually sing on 
the show’s 10 albums.  
 With more than 30 mil-
lion records sold worldwide, 
his career has taken him to 
Broadway, Las Vegas and 
locations across the globe. 
Cassidy still spends nearly 
200 days a year on the road, 
though he admits he’ll be 
cutting back on lengthy tours 
in the future. 
 Cassidy and his five-piece 
band will drop by the Birch-
mere on Saturday, the last 
stateside stop on an eight-
month tour. He heads to 
England next and expects to 
perform for more than 10,000 
spectators a night. I spoke to 
Cassidy by phone this week 
from his base in upstate New 
York. 

Alexandria Times: How has 
the U.S. leg of your tour 
been?

David Cassidy: I’ve had the 
greatest summer I can re-
member. I’m with my band 
of eight years. The audiences 
have been great. I can’t ex-
plain it. I’ve never enjoyed 
playing as much, and the mo-
mentum keeps growing. 

Are you looking forward to 
playing The Birchmere?

The wonderful thing about 
The Birchmere is it is one of 
the most legendary places in 
the U.S. to play. It’s genu-

ine and earthy. Some of the 
greats have played there. It 
reminds me of the Bottom 
Line in New York. There are 
virtually no other venues I 
play that are so intimate. The 
management and the back-
stage crew and the vibe are so 
great. It has that true blues, 
rock ‘n’ roll sort of authentic-
ity. My band [including gui-
tarist Dave Robicheau of the 
The Monkees] said, “Let’s go 
back there!”

How much of the show is 
new music?  

Virtually none. But I do 
songs that are a part of my 
journey. My fans come to 

hear the songs they love. I 
don’t do the same show every 
night — that’s not me. I like 
to interact with the audience 
and keep it spontaneous.
 
Who are your musical influ-
ences now? 

The same that have been my 
influences before: I like John 
Mayer and Sting, as an in-
credible writer, bass player 
and singer. My earlier influ-
ences were [Richard] Rogers 
and [Oscar] Hammerstein, 
[George] Gershwin, Cole 
Porter, Bobby Darin. But 
when I became a teenager it 

DAVID CASSIDY
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now to october 13

the spIrIt of a NeIGhBor-
hooD reVIsIteD eXhIBItIoN 
This exhibition — The Spirit of a Neigh-
borhood Revisited: The Parker-Gray 
Community, 1985-1986 — originally 
opened in 1989. Carol G. Siegel’s pho-
tographs highlight the people and 
places of the Parker-Gray Historic 
District. The exhibition is free. 
time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4706 or  
www.alexblackhistory.org

now to october 31

‘JacQues BreL Is aLIVe aND 
WeLL aND LIVING IN parIs’ 
MetroStage presents “Jacques Brel 
is Alive and Well and Living in Paris,” 
which is the classic compilation of Brel’s 
brilliant music about life and death and 
love and loss. Tickets range in price 
from $48 to $55. 
time: 8 p.m. Thursday and Friday; 3 
and 8 p.m. Saturday; and 3 and 7 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal 
St.
Information: 703-548-9044 or  
www.metrostage.org

now to december 31

MarshaLL house INcIDeNt 
eXhIBItIoN The deaths of Union 
Col. Elmer Ellsworth and secessionist 
James Jackson at the Marshall House 
Hotel along King Street during the 
Federal occupation of Alexandria on 
May 24, 1861, stirred patriotic fervor 
in the north and south. This exhibit at 
Fort Ward features objects from the 
museum collection — like a star from 
the flag which had flown over Marshall 
House and loan items from the Mary 
Custis Lee chapter of the Daughters of 
the Confederacy — to tell this notable 
story about the event that launched the 
Civil War in Alexandria. 
time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or  
www.fortward.org

occupIeD cItY: LIfe IN cIVIL 
War aLeXaNDrIa eXhIBI-
tIoN This exhibition examines life in 
an American town seized and held by its 
federal government, following Virginia’s 
decision to secede from the Union in 
May 1861. Explore the experiences of 
Alexandrians and others who lived here 

courteSy Photo 

Former teen heartthrob David Cassidy brings his five-piece band to The Birchmere on Saturday for a 
one-night-only performance. Though best known for playing Keith Partridge in “The Partridge Family,” 
Cassidy’s career remains alive and well. 

Q&A 
with
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during this tumultuous time through 
their words, as well as period photo-
graphs and collections items. Suggested 
admission is $2.
time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
alexandriahistory.org

october 4

tea proGraM: QueNch 
Your curIousI-tea Join Lee 
Maguire, tea aficionado and assistant 
director of Hollin Hall Senior Center, for 
this interesting and fun-filled program. 
John Harney, founder of Harney and 
Sons Fine Teas, donated all of the tea for 
the series. The event is free.
time: 1 p.m.
Location: Hollin Hall Senior Center, 
1500 Shenandoah Road
Information: 703-765-4573

october 5

INcLusIVe coMMuNItY pLaY-
Group Children learn valuable social 
skills and improve their developmental 
skills through play. Parents and caregiv-
ers will join their child in stimulating ac-
tivities that reinforce physical, cognitive 
and social development. The playgroup 
is free.
time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Cora Kelly Recreation Center, 
25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: Contact Deatrice Wil-
liams at 703-746-3430 or deatrice.
williams@alexandriava.gov

opeNING receptIoN: sWeet 
‘N saLtY Artists were asked to “give 
in to their cravings” to create dynamic 
and interesting interpretations of this 
very tasty theme. Come to the opening 
reception to chat with the artists in the 
show, which runs through October 28. 
time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans’ gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.thedelrayartisans.org

october 6

oLD toWN farMers MarKet 
The market includes local dairy, fish, 
fruits and vegetables. There is free park-
ing in the garage during market hours. 
time: 5:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

YMca aLeXaNDrIa Get Your 
MoVe oN 5K Get a move on and 
help fight childhood obesity at this 5K 
run/walk. 
time: 8 a.m. to noon
Location: Cameron Run Regional Park
Information: Contact Melissa Gaskins 
at 703-838-8085 or mgaskins@
ymcadc.org

1st coNNectIcut heaVY 
artILLerY proGraM Learn 
about Army life for Union artillerymen 
stationed at Fort Ward at this program, 
Civil War Artillery with the 1st Con-
necticut Heavy Artillery. The re-enactors 
will portray the duties and soldier life 
of a regiment during the Civil War. This 
living-history program is free but also 
weather-dependent.
time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W. 
Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or www.
fortward.org

art oN the aVeNue Celebrating 
the diversity of Del Ray, this 17th annual 
street festival will feature 300 juried 
artists, three stages of music, children’s 
art activities (scarecrows and pumpkin 
painting) and restaurants selling their 
specialties. The event is free.
time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue, 
between Bellefonte and Hume streets
Information: 703-683-3100

caMeroN statIoN hoMe 
aND GarDeN tour Come and 
experience the architecture, interiors 
and garden designs of five beautiful 
Cameron Station homes.  Proceeds 
will benefit Samuel Tucker Elementary 
School. Tickets are $15 in advance or 
$20 at the event.
time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Signs in community will lead 
to five homes
Information: Contact Mike Lekas at 
703-927-9895 

KIDs’ cLass: fuDGe KItcheN 
Children, 6 years and older, will make 
miniature pans of classic chocolate 
fudge and experiment with mix-ins and 
toppings. In addition, kids take home 
what they make. Advance registration is 
required for the $40 class.
time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: The Sugar Cube, 1218 King 
St.
Information: www.sugarcubesweets.
com

hIstorIc huNtLeY opeN 
house Come enjoy this special oppor-
tunity to visit Historic Huntley, a Federal-
style villa built in 1825 for Thomson 
Francis Mason, who was a grandson of 
George Mason. The event is free.
time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Huntley, 6918 Har-
rison Lane
Information: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/huntley-meadows-park/historic-
huntley.htm

WashINGtoN BaLaLaIKa so-
cIetY preseNts Three talented 
musicians of the Washington Balalaika 
Society orchestra will comprise the St. 
Petersburg Trio: Svetlana Nikonova on 
domra, Andrei Saveliev on contrabass 
balalaika and Vladimir Zakharevich on 
bayan. The trio’s repertoire includes Rus-
sian folk and classical works. Admission 
is $20 in advance or $25 at the door 
(children younger than 12 are free).
time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-549-0760 or www.
balalaika.org

october 7

cIVIL War suNDaY Explore the 
Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War 
Sundays, a showcase of an original May 
26, 1861, edition New York Tribune 
detailing Col. Elmer Ellsworth’s death in 
Alexandria; a Peeps diorama illustrat-
ing Ellsworth’s death; a TimeTravelers 
Passport exhibit featuring the Civil War 
drummer boy; a diorama of a heating 
system constructed in Alexandria to 
warm Civil War hospital tents during the 

winter of 1861; a cocked-and-loaded 
Wickham musket discarded in a privy 
during the 1860s; and an exhibit on the 
Lee Street site during the Civil War. The 
event is free.
time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

october 8

cItY offIces cLoseD The city 
will close city offices for the Columbus 
Day holiday.
time: 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

partNers IN art Group 
Looking for a chance to get together with 
creative people to discuss art and ex-
change ideas? Join a meeting of the Del 
Ray Artisans’ cooperatively led Partners 
in Art group. Guests may find the group 
engaged in a creativity exercise, enjoying 
a short demonstration or in a lively 
art-related discussion. Free and open to 

the public.
time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: Contact Millie Mateu 
at globaleducationsolutions@gmail.
com or Katherine Rand at katherine@
katherinerand.com

schooL BoarD DIstrIct a 
caNDIDates foruM This forum 
— sponsored by the Del Ray Citizens 

Association, Upper King Street Neighbor-
hood Association and Warwick Village 
Citizens Association — will feature school 
board candidates from District A discuss-
ing education issues. The candidates 
are Bill Campbell, Karen Graf, Stephanie 
Kapsis, Helen Morris, Joyce Rawlings 
and Heath Wells.
time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Community 
School, 2601 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: www.warwickvillage.org

DOC SCANTLIN’S 
IMPERIAL  

PALMETTOS 
 Thursday at 7:30pm, 

Tickets $22

COMEDY  
SUPREME 2ND  
ANNIVERSARY  
CELEBRATION  

 Sunday at 7:00pm  
Tickets $20

for tickets & info visit 

TheCarlyleClub.Com

THE THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT 

CLASS OF 72’ 
40TH REUNION   

Sunday at 7:00pm, 
Tickets $40

The Premier

DINING & 
SPECIAL 

EvEnt vEnuE 

10/07

10/11

10/14

411 John carlyle st.
alexandria, va

703-548-8899

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

Cantorial         10/27 - 11/17
Written by famed American dramatist Ira Levin (author of 
“Rosemary’s Baby” and “Deathtrap”), this mystery-comedy follows 
a young couple who renovate an abandoned synagogue in New 
York City into their posh dream home.  When they realize the 
building is haunted by the synagogue’s cantor, their lives and the 
building are indelibly altered. Will they be able to merge the “Old 
World” with the “New World”? 

OPEN DAILY 10AM-6PM  •  THURSDAYS UNTIL 9PM
A R T I S T S ’  H O U R S  VA R Y   •   7 0 3 - 8 3 8 - 4 5 6 5
105 N. UNION STREET  •   ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

w w w . t o r p e d o f a c t o r y . o r g

82 Artist Studios • 6 Galleries • The Art League School • Archaeology Museum

Saturday, October 13, 2012 • 12-4pm

A FREE festival of 
hands-on arts and crafts 

for kids and families. 

www.torpedofactory.org/safari

Torpedo Factory Art Center’s
17th Annual Alexandria Arts Safari
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Shop Around the Corner
a special advertising feature of the alexandria times

Improving lives, one gift at a time 

What are
you 

knitting?

A scarf for
my mom!

Give one of a kind handmade gifts!
Learn to knit and crochet with our fall classes.

Register online now: register.fibrespace.com

300 North Washington Street #106  
Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 683-0777 | fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

1 Free Week of Small 
Group Personal Training!

Tap   Jazz   Ballet 
Hip Hop  

Break Dancing  
Musical Theater   

Tumbling   
Lyrical/ 

Contemporary
Preschool Dance

Ages 1-1/2 - Adult

NOW REGISTERING!  
Your First Class is Free! 

OFFERING CLASSES IN:

$10 OFF Registration fee for  

Students Registering in August (with this ad) 

6118-A Franconia Road, Alexandria, Va.      |      703.719.6878

Strictly rhythm Dance center Strictly rhythm Dance center 

 Ten Thousand Villages has 
been a fixture at 915 King St. 
since 1994. Longtime customers 
know the store offers high-quality, 
unique, handcrafted and fairly trad-
ed gifts and home accessories. 
 Shoppers also know that their 
purchases improve the lives of peo-
ple thousands of miles away. Ten 
Thousand Villages is a fair trade 
retailer, meaning that artisans who 
received a fair wage for their work 
created every product in the store.
 But fair trade means more than 
just a fair wage, according to store 
manager Kate McMahon.
 “Ten Thousand Villages’ sup-
pliers do much more than simply 
pay their workers a fair wage,” 
McMahon said. “They will also 
provide loans to their artists dur-
ing slow periods, provide child-
care for working mothers, even 
supply transportation to and from 

the workplace.”
 Though staff is not content 
with just being the main fair trade 
retailer in town, McMahon said. 
As such, Ten Thousand Villages is 
pushing a new campaign — get-
ting Alexandria designated as a fair 
trade town.
 “You’d be surprised how many 
fair trade items you can find in 
Alexandria, especially food,” she 
said. “In fact, every week during 
October, we’ll be offering a sam-
pling of the variety of fair trade 
food available at local grocers. It’s 
our second annual Taste of Fair 
Trade. We’ll have coffee, choco-
late, olive oil, snack bars, fruit, 
sugars, even wine.”
 In addition to only selling fair 
trade products, Ten Thousand 
Villages holds charity-shopping 
events throughout the year in 
which a portion of the sales help a 

nonprofit, usually a local charity.
 “It helps ‘close the circle’ be-
tween helping people overseas 
and helping our neighbors here at 
home,” said McMahon.
 And behind these activities is 
cadre of dedicated volunteers. 
 “We rely on our volunteers,” 
McMahon said. “They do every-
thing from open shipments to serv-
ing on our board of directors. We 
couldn’t do extracurricular activi-
ties without their help.”
 There it is, plain and simple. If 
you want to feel good about your 
purchases, there’s no better place 
than Ten Thousand Villages.

Call 703-684-1435 or visit alex-
andria.tenthousandvillages.com 
for more information about Ten 

Thousand Villages.  

 
instant 

digital 

printing 

too!

Located in the Bradlee Shopping Center
3620 King St, Alexandria, VA | Tel: (703) 998-5888

Your source for fine art and custom framing
(formerly “All Around Art”)

25%
off 1 custom
framing item

20%
off canvas 

printing

50%
off 2 or more 

custom 
framing items

Bring in this ad and receive:

Autumn, Handcrafted 
Nothing warms crisp 

autumn nights like 
the glow of copper    

and firelight.
Fireplace screen, hand wrought 

by fairly paid artisans in India. 

20% OFF any item with this ad! 
(except rugs, gift cards) Exp 10/31    AT913 

915 King Street 
703-684-1435

703.894.0709 • LULUSAGESALONANDSPA.COM 
610 MADISON STREET, SUITE 100, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA

First time clients receive 15% OFF Services!

We sell 
J Beverly Hills 
and Kerastase 

products

Lulu Sage is an upscale salon–a comfortable, approachable 
environment for you to relax and be pampered.
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Alexandria ~ It’s a PARTY! Come celebrate
the season with us in Wales Alley.

A portion of the proceeds donated to CHEFS AS PARENTS - Teaching our children the value of good nutrition.

AlexAndriA ~ it’s A PARTY!
Come celebrate the season with us in Wales Alley. 

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday Special 

2 entrees and a bottle of wine for  

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

(Dining-in Only)

(After 6:30pm)

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner

$29.50

Two Entrées and a Bottle of Wine for 

$32.00
(in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues after 6:30 pm)

Au Pied de Cochon

$15.95

obituaries
LouIse V. caMpBeLL, of Alexandria, 
September 28, 2012

JohN s. fLetcher, of Alexandria, 
September 16, 2012

thoMas a. heNNIG, of Alexandria, 
September 26, 2012

eLYNore W. huNt, of Alexandria, 
September 22, 2012

sIDNeY e. Lee (66), of Alexandria, 
September 17, 2012

roBert L. parLI Jr., of Alexandria, 
September 27, 2012

DaVID h. pIcKerING sr. (74), 
formerly of Alexandria, September 24, 
2012

JacK purDY, formerly of Alexandria, 
September 26, 2012

GLorIa sIMoNaro, of Alexandria, 
September 21, 2012

heLeN B. sparroW (89), of Alexan-
dria, September 25, 2012

chrIstINe WarD (88), of Alexandria, 
September 30, 2012
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our View opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

- Thomas Jefferson

your Views

Cooperation, not divisiveness, 
sealed genOn’s fate
 
 More than a decade ago, a pair of residents set about 
proving what everybody already knew: Pollution from 
north Old Town’s GenOn plant put the lives of neighbors at 
risk. 
 Elizabeth Chimento and Poul Hertel — two names 
synonymous with the arduous struggle to banish the coal-
fired plant — celebrated Monday as the facility finally shut 
down. City officials, as well as U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8), 
joined them for a press conference marking the momentous 
day.
 As well they should have. Chimento and Hertel de-
serve enormous credit for getting the ball rolling, but they 
couldn’t have done it alone. Spurred on by the pair, city 
councilors dug into the issue in 2004, forming a monitoring 
group and, in conjunction with state officials, wielded what 
regulatory authority they could to rein in the power plant. 
 In more recent years, resident activists and city of-
ficials received assistance from the Sierra Club, which 
opened an office in Del Ray and brought its Beyond Coal 
campaign to Alexandria. 
 To make a very long story short, GenOn closed in 
the face of resident, activist and political pressure. Of 
course, the company claims economics drove the decision 
to withdraw from Alexandria’s waterfront, but to ignore 
years of work and outreach is sheer folly. 
 But this call to action isn’t about what rests behind Ge-
nOn’s decision to shutter the facility. Rather, it’s the les-
sons Alexandrians can draw from this long, hard fight. 
 If anything, GenOn’s closure shows what residents can 
accomplish when they’re committed, willing to work to-
gether and partner effectively with City Hall. Too often 
we hear about our elected leaders’ and public employees’ 
failures; rarely do we enjoy seeing residents teaming up 
with the city to right a wrong or find a joint solution. 
 How do we apply this lesson? First and foremost by 
joining together to plan the future of the GenOn site. City 
officials will begin discussing the land — still owned by 
Pepco and leased by GenOn — in the coming weeks and 
months. They aim to draw up a redevelopment plan in the 
next three to five years.
 City officials, particularly our elected leaders, should 
keep in mind that any perception of personal financial 
gain from GenOn’s redevelopment — the land will soon 
be worth its weight in gold — will slow the process. And 
residents ought to remember that such a prime location will 
see redevelopment, regardless of city council’s makeup.
 So this is your chance, Alexandria. With years of study 
and cleanup to go before development occurs, we — you 
— have an opportunity to shape the parcel’s future. City 
officials have put out an open invitation for residents and 
community groups, asking them to come to the table and 
share their ideas. Let’s not have a repeat of the waterfront 
redevelopment debacle. The time to get involved is now. 

Motorists: respect the rights of cyclists
To the editor:
 I’m weary of reading let-
ters from the 1 percent.
 Reminded that I should 
have my voice heard, I am 
writing that I don’t want police 
officers ticketing bicyclists for 
running stop signs. They have 
more important things to do, 
too numerous to mention here, 
but feel free, dear reader, to 
think of them now.   
 Where are the facts to sup-
port that cyclists blow more 
stop signs than motorists? 
From what I see at my inter-
section near a school in Old 
Town, motorists blow stop 
signs left and right (and right 
and left). 

 Reckless motorists are 
a much bigger risk — one 
could argue — to pedestrians, 
school children, commuters, 
dog walkers, people with baby 
carriages, joggers, kids on 
scooters and people carrying 
their groceries home who are 
on my sidewalks and cross-
ing our streets. As a bicyclist 
and motorist, I would venture 
to say that any motorist would 
agree that — as a pedestrian 
— he would rather see a bike 
rolling toward him than a Ca-
dillac Escalade.
  I understand that cyclists 
are supposed to adhere to the 
rules of the road, but until they 
are treated fairly by motor-

ists, it just isn’t a reasonable 
expectation by drivers. As a 
motorist, please ask yourself 
these questions: Do I treat the 
cyclist equally on the road, or 
do I expect them to yield with-
out question? Will I exhibit 
patience if a cyclist is in front 
of me at a stoplight, or will I 
honk, expect them to move 
aside or zoom around them 
dangerously close? 
 What if I encounter a cy-
clist at a four-way stop sig-
naling a left from a stopped 
position? Will I allow them to 
turn? Or will I go ahead be-
cause I am faster with my gas 
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 The Alexandria City Coun-
cil recently approved a strate-
gic plan on aging, including 
many steps for improving the 
health and quality of life of 
seniors. Alexandria’s older 
population — 60 and older — 
is expected to grow to more 
than 30,000 residents by 2030. 
These older adults will want 
to live independently in their 
homes as long as possible, with 
a good quality 
of life. 
 A l t h o u g h 
growing older 
is unavoidable, 
age accounts for 
only a small part 
of physical de-
cline. The real 
culprit is disuse, 
which leads to 
frailty. And that 
can result in a 
fall and badly 
broken bone.  
 Robust walking is tailored 
to reverse or stall disuse and 
frailty. It gives seniors a pack-
age of orthopedically sound, 
low-intensity and safe move-
ments to perform while walk-
ing. The moves include arm 
actions, trunk bending and 
exercises that use commonly 
found natural and manmade 
objects as workout aids.  
 The method is not new to 
the region. Former President 
Theodore Roosevelt was a ro-
bust walker, touring the White 
House grounds and strolling 
through Rock Creek Park. He 
was the poster boy for robust, 
a word that comes from the 
Latin for oak tree and means 
healthy, hardy and vigorous — 
the opposite of frail. 
 The exercises improve bal-
ance, strength, agility, flexibil-
ity and endurance. They send 
blood to the working muscles, 
take the joints through healthy 
ranges of motion and alter body 
position for resiliency. Seniors 
quickly discover that robust 
walking has changed them 
into self-sufficient exercisers, 

able to convert inhospitable-
looking neighborhoods for 
exercise into exercise-friendly 
playgrounds. 
 We are training robust 
walking leaders with a train-
the-trainer strategy that I used 
effectively as the chief of 
health promotion in the U.S. 
Air Force to develop physical 
training leaders.  
 First we locate senior “hot 

spots.” These are 
places where seniors 
live or congregate 
and include NORCs 
(naturally occurring 
retirement communi-
ties), recreation cen-
ters and faith com-
munities.
    Then we walk with 
seniors at these loca-
tions, demonstrating 
low-intensity exer-
cises and explaining 
how to use neighbor-

hood benches, poles, walls and 
trees as props. The exercises 
have proved simple to teach, 
easy to learn and fun to per-
form.
 In the last few weeks we 
have trained robust walkers 
at three assisted-living facili-
ties, a large senior group at the 
Charles Houston Recreation 
Center and waterfront walkers 
from At Home in Alexandria. 
It was easy to spot the natural 
leaders in each group and offer 
them further training so they 
can encourage and inspire their 
peers. 
 We are looking for volun-
teer champions of all ages to 
become walking leaders. If 
you enjoy physical activity 
and want to empower seniors, 
please consider attending a 
training workshop. For more 
information, call 703-850-
0424 or email dankulund@
gmail.com.

  The writer is a  
retired orthopedic surgeon 

and fitness expert.

To the editor:
 Data from the Virginia 
Public Access Project — 
www.vpap.org — allows for 
some interesting compari-
sons between Independent 
mayoral candidate Andrew 
Macdonald’s fundraising ef-
forts this year and those of 
Mayor Bill Euille.
 First, from January 1 
through the end of August, 
Euille raised only $17,234 
in campaign donations. Just 
33 people or organizations 
gave more than $100 toward 
his campaign. An additional 
78 donated lesser amounts 
to the incumbent.  
 During the same period, 
Macdonald raised $29,541. 
Sixty-eight donors contrib-
uted more than $100 to the 
former vice mayor. An ad-

ditional 125 donated lesser 
amounts. 
 This suggests that the 
mayor may be so confident 
of re-election that he feels 
it unnecessary to do much 
fundraising or perhaps that 
his heart is no longer in the 
job.
 Second, of the $17,234 
received by Euille’s cam-
paign, $5,900 — or 34 per-
cent — came from busi-
nesses or organizations. By 
contrast, Macdonald re-
ceived only $819 — less than 
3 percent — from a business 
or organization. This sug-
gests that Macdonald enjoys 
substantial grassroots sup-
port among Alexandria’s 
residents while Euille is tied 
closely to special-interest 
groups and developers.

 The coming election is 
vitally important for the fu-
ture of Alexandria. Will the 
keys to the city continue 
to be turned over to devel-
opers, as they have during 
Euille’s nine-year adminis-
tration? Or will they be re-
turned to residents? 
 The November ballot is 
long and complicated and 
the local candidates are 
placed at the end, below 
those of national and state 
contests. Please make sure 
to vote and remember to 
complete your ballot by vot-
ing for the local candidates 
of your choice.

  - Hugh Van Horn, 
Andrew Macdonald for 

Mayor treasurer

To the editor:
 With the closing of Ge-
nOn’s coal-fired power 
plant in north Old Town 
this week, one wonders 
how the “buy local” crowd 
will power their homes? 
How will they, in good con-
science, flick on that light 
switch knowing the juice 
isn’t coming from some-
body down the street?
 Why don’t billionaire 
New York City Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg, Mayor 

Bill Euille and the chatter-
ing classes care about good, 
blue-collar, middle-class 
jobs for Alexandria? Is Al-
exandria becoming an out-
sourcing, 1-percenter, Mitt 
Romney fantasyland where 
all the good blue-collar jobs 
are shipped out of town?
 What’s next? Will Mi-
sha’s stop selling locally 
grown coffee? Will we have 
to buy things from people 
located in lands far away? 
Wait a minute — hold on. 

Never mind, I’m told coffee 
isn’t grown locally anyway.
 One worries, are chain 
stores coming next? The 
horror! Maybe, just may-
be, with the closing of this 
plant, the hyperlocal group 
might discover there are 
benefits to eschewing the 
silly theory of buying local.

  - Jim Swift
Alexandria

Campaign donations show Macdonald’s 
substantial grassroots support 

Closing genOn exposes hypocrisy  
in “buy local” efforts

Fight aging with a 
stroll around the block  

myView
Daniel Kuland

pedal than the cyclist is with 
their legs? 
 What if I am midway 
through the block, stuck 
behind a cyclist and want 
to turn right? Will I stay be-
hind, or will I zoom ahead 
and then brake in front of 
the cyclist? Would I do that 
to a car? 
 Will I pull out of my 

parking spot with a signal 
acknowledging that a bi-
cycle is a vehicle on the 
road? Or will I leave my 
spot without a signal as the 
cyclist should not only yield 
to me, but also predict my 
next move? 
 Am I treating this cyclist 
as an equal or as a nuisance?
  I know the answers to 
my questions because I 
have been a cyclist on the 
streets of Old Town. And 
a huge thank you to all the 

sweet, courteous drivers I 
have encountered over the 
years. Especially those who 
smile, wave, acknowledge 
that they see you and drive 
in a safe, predictable man-
ner. Whatever vehicle one 
chooses to ride, that should 
be the goal!

  - Cindy Dahlke
Alexandria

cyclists 
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out oF the attic

Thumbs up to the Washington Na-
tionals for winning the Na-
tional League Eastern
Division title! It’s been 79 
years since a Washington 
baseball team finished 

first. As Nats announcer F.P. Santangelo 
would say, “Is that cool or what?” Keep 
it up in the playoffs! 

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs up to David Speck, who will 
serve out the rest of Rob 
Krupicka’s city council term 
through the end of this 
year. Speck, appointed by 
a circuit court judge, was 

a great choice for the temporary post: 
He brings a wealth of experience from 
his years as an effective city councilor, 
knows the issues and will hit the ground 
running. Thanks for your service! 

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs up to Alexandria City Council 
for laying the groundwork 
for the Beachcomber’s re-
vitalization. The city lacks 
waterfront restaurants and 
a renovated Beachcomber 

would be such a great place to dine 
while watching the boats pass up and 
down the Potomac. Opening a restau-
rant with a rooftop deck is a definite 
step in the right direction for Alexan-
dria’s waterfront.

— Patrice Culligan

Thumbs up to the Alexandria Conven-
tion and Visitors Association 
for helping to fuel an 8.1 
percent increase in visitor 
spending during 2011, gen-
erating $23.1 million for city 

coffers. At the recent ACVA annual meet-
ing, the Virginia Tourism Corp.’s vice 
president of research released the final 
tally, compiled by the U.S. Travel Associa-
tion. The data shows Alexandria leading 
other Virginia cities in increasing visitor 
spending year after year.

— Patrice Culligan
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From Confederate soldier  
to prosperous shopkeeper

ne of Alexandria’s greatest 
turn-of-the-century buildings 
was closely associated with 

one of the city’s most beloved native 
sons. 
 Edgar Warfield Jr. was born in Al-
exandria in 1842 and — as an 18-year-
old — co-founded the Old Dominion 
Rifles, a local militia that later joined 
the 17th Virginia Regiment during the 
Civil War. He served in the Confeder-
ate Army throughout the war, returning 
to Alexandria after Gen. Robert E. Lee 
surrendered at Appomattox to find his 
hometown in economic ruin and many 
of his young comrades dead. Unde-
terred, he became a druggist, ultimately 
becoming the owner of one of the larg-
est pharmacies along King Street.
 Warfield announced plans to replace 
his small drugstore at the northwest 
corner of King and Pitt streets in 1905 
with a large, urban-style  commercial 
and residential building. His vision 
came to fruition the following year. The 
three-story Warfield Building, pictured 
here just before demolition in 1968, 
housed his bustling pharmacy on the 
lower floor and boasted luxurious rental 
flats above. 
 The upper-floor apartments featured 

six rooms and a bath. Each unit came 
outfitted with modern conveniences of 
the day, including hot and cold running 
water, central heating, electricity and 
speaking tubes to ease communication. 
The interior woodwork of the build-
ing was oak and mahogany, and the 
first-level commercial floor area was 
fashioned with terrazzo and featured a 
decorative border. 
 The modern building was compa-
rable to those then being built in major 
American cities and was clad in a gray, 
Roman brick exterior, with Indiana 
limestone trim and metallic cornice. 
The drugstore entrance was set in a 
truncated corner to highlight its prime 
downtown location, while the apart-
ment entrance was located farther up 
along North Pitt Street.
 The Warfield Building proved a wise 
investment for the veteran, and he pros-
pered there until his death in 1934. At 
that time, Warfield was the last Confed-
erate veteran alive in Alexandria, and 
his affable nature and love for his home-
town made him a legend in his time. 

Out of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria.

O
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Weekly poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Did Tuesday’s mayoral and city council debates  
help you decide who to cast your ballot for?

A. Yes.
b. No.
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at home
Bringing the fall harvest home

 This spacious brick town-
house sits in the Runnymeade 
subdivision, which is conve-
niently located off of South 
Van Dorn Street and I-495. 
This great location means res-
idents can easily commute to 
Mark Center, Tysons Corner, 
Arlington and D.C.
 Despite its convenience, 
the property does not sacri-
fice quiet. Runnymeade is a 
pleasant forested community 
supported by Fairfax Coun-
ty schools. The subdivision 

also has a playground, tennis 
courts and walking trails. 
 The home boasts a three-
level floor plan. Beginning 
with the private end entrance, 
the gleaming hardwood floors 
immediately grab everyone’s 
attention. The ground level 
features a spacious layout 
with the kitchen — includes 
new appliances — dining 
room, living room, office and 
half-bath. 
 The top level has three 
bedrooms and two full baths. 

The master bedroom provides 
an extra vanity along with the 
private master bath. The lower 
level offers a cozy recreation 
room, full bath and fireplace. 
Generous storage space on 
this floor is a prime feature as 
well.
 The house also has many 
upgrades, including a new hot 
water heater, top-of-the-line 
HVAC and large deck. There 
is ample visitor parking, in 
addition to the one assigned 
spot, located along the street. 

home oF the Week

ADVERTORIAL

brick townhouse boasts spacious layout, great location

Photo By neSBitt realty Staff
The warm glow of the first-floor hardwoods provides a great vantage 
point out to the changing leaves of Fall. 

At a glance:
Location: 5876 Langton Drive,
Alexandria, VA 22310
Price: $409,000

built: 1984
Style: Townhouse
bedrooms: 3
baths: 3.5

Square Footage: 1,618
Parking space: 1 assigned
Contact: Stuart Nesbitt of Nesbitt Realty 
at 703-765-0300

by marty ross 

 A small farm is right at 
your fingertips when you plant 
fall crops in pots. Frilly let-
tuce, Swiss chard, kale and 
other cool-season vegetables 
are pretty enough to grow by 
the front door, where their pal-
ette complements the brilliant 
autumn colors in the garden.
 Fall crops are easy and sat-
isfying. You don’t have to start 
from seed: Lettuces and other 
greens of every description 
are available as transplants at 
garden shops, and a couple of 
six-packs of good-sized plants 
will fill a good-sized pot and 
let you start picking the day 
you plant. Pansies, dianthus 
and other cool-season annu-
als add style and long-lasting 
color to the composition.
 “I never thought I’d be a 
container gardener, but I was 

surprised at how much I like 
growing crops in pots,” says 
Lisa Taylor, author of “Your 
Farm in the City” ($18.95, 
Black Dog and Leventhal 
Publishers). Taylor is a year-
round vegetable gardener in 
Seattle. 
 “There are all kinds of 
plants you can keep harvesting 
through the fall, and they look 
beautiful,” she says.
 Taylor, who is also pro-
gram manager for Seattle 
Tilth, an organic gardening 
organization, teaches classes 
on container gardening. She 
especially likes to plant speck-
led and bronze salad greens in 
pots for fall, but she has grown 
peas, beets, carrots, chard, 
kale and herbs in pots in fall, 
too. 
 “You can grow just about Photo/Marty roSS

Small pots of herbs will be fine in the garden thorough the fall and can be moved to a windowsill indoors 
after frost. 
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Potomac Belle Yacht Charters

Located at the Alexandria City Docks

703-868-5566 • www.potomacbelle.com

A Private Yacht for all Occasions!

Carpenter’s
Shelter

Carpenter’s Shelter has been providing shelter, 
education, advocacy and guidance to homeless 
and formerly homeless individuals and families 

since 1988.

www.carpentersshelter.org

UW #8228 / CFC #87293
Donate. Designate. Volunteer.

WANT A HOME CLEANING COMPANY THAT 
WORKS AS HARD AS YOU DO?   
SPARKLE IS NORTHERN VIRGINIA’S PREMIER 
HOME CLEANING COMPANY.
SPARKLE Cleaning packages include: 
Signature Clean, Scrub, Clutter Clean, 
and Move-In/Move-Out Clean.
 

Please visit us at 
www.sparklemagicservices.com
703-647-6560
Contact us today for a free estimate!  

SPARKLE is fully licensed, insured and bonded.

SPARKLE

WE WORK AS HARD AS YOU DO.

Mention this ad for 15% off 
your initial clean!

anything,” she says, “but for 
fall you are looking for quick-
er crops” adapted to shorter 
days, cooler temperatures and 
a growing season that may 
end abruptly with a hard frost.
 Lisa Hilgenberg, horticul-
turist at the Regenstein Fruit 
and Vegetable Garden at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden, 
grows several kinds of kale 
and other fall crops in big 
pots near the garden’s outdoor 
kitchen. The pots are designed 
to inspire visitors: They are 
pretty and practical.
 “It’s fun to think about suc-
cession plantings in contain-
ers,” Hilgenberg says.
  In late summer, she might 
replace a sprawling tomato 
plant with a couple of stout 
kale transplants and tuck pea 
seeds around the edges to 
clamber up a tomato cage set 
right in the pot.
 Flowers and ornamental 
cabbages are important ele-
ments in Hilgenberg’s pots. 
She plants orange or white 
chrysanthemums with deli-
cious Lacinato kale, which has 
dark, quilted leaves. Hilgen-
berg also likes to pair Laci-
nato kale with white Osaka 
cabbage, which is grown for 
its big heads of showy leaves. 
Making room for flowers and 
ornamental kale or cabbages 
keeps the flowerpots looking 
fresh and full, so you don’t 
feel that you have to hold 
back when you’re harvesting 
the edible plants for the din-
ner table.
 Tomatoes and other sum-
mer crops generally should 
be planted in large containers 
with plenty of room for roots 
to fill the pot during a long 
season. In fall’s short season, 
smaller containers are fine. 
 “Sometimes just 12 inches 
of soil is deep enough,” Hil-
genberg says. “You don’t need 
a huge pot.” 
 This fall, she is growing 
Swiss chard, curly parsley and 
climbing Malabar spinach in 

window boxes at the botanic 
garden. To give her combina-
tion a jolt of seasonal color, 
she’ll slip in two-tone, candy-
corn colored snapdragons.
 Garden shops have been 
expanding their selection of 
transplants for fall, and every 
year they offer more variety 
and adventurous combinations 
in planted containers ready to 
take home. Curly Red Bor kale 
looks dramatic with flashy as-
ters, long-blooming mums, and 
a lively complement of pansies 
or violas. Broccoli, beets, bok 
choi, and collard and mustard 
greens can all be grown in pots 
in fall, and produce an im-
pressive harvest, says Colleen 
Golden, senior horticulturist at 
the Atlanta Botanical Garden. 
 In Atlanta and other mild-
winter climates, you may still 
be picking vegetables from 
pots “even beyond Thanks-
giving — into December,” 
Golden says.
 Cold-hardy lettuces are 
among the most satisfying 
fall crops, Golden and other 
professional gardeners say. A 
pot planted in early fall with 
four or five kinds of lettuce 
produces fresh greens daily 
for two months or more, and 
the colors and textures look as 
beautiful in the garden or on 
a porch as they do in a salad 
bowl. The deep burgundy 
leaves of Bull’s Blood beets 
can be harvested for salads, 
too; as long as you do not cut 
the tops off too short, they’ll 
send up fresh leaves. Radishes 
are another especially quick 
crop; some are ready to eat 
only three weeks after you 
sow the seeds.
 Light frost actually brings 
out the sweetness in kale, 
escarole and radicchio, all 
of which tolerate a tempera-
ture drop into the 30s. When 
a frost threatens to end the 
season of more tender variet-
ies, Taylor protects her crops 
with a row cover (available at 
garden shops). If warmer days 
follow a frosty night, you’ll 
extend the harvest — and the 
pleasure of growing your veg-
etables — just a little longer.

Fall crops 
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 Good friends of mine, a 
couple I met volunteering 
a while back, were recently 
duped by the pet gods. Their 
first dog was heavenly — the 
second, not so much. 
 Ki, a sweet black Labrador 
retriever, came into their lives 
long before they moved to the 
area in 2010. As I can attest, 
Ki is a wonderful dog. He is 
so great that he comes close 
to perfect, in terms 
of desirable canine 
behavior.
 Friends know 
Ki to be a mellow 
creature. He has 
his hang-ups, of 
course: The need 
to pee on every bit 
of outdoor space 
he approaches, 
and his obsession 
with retrieving the 
ball, even when other retriev-
ers would like a try. But Ki is, 
for all intents and purposes, 
the ideal companion. Lovable, 
smart and friendly, he is the 
quintessential gentleman, in 
dog form. 
 Having raised such a great 
pet, my friends decided they 
wanted to expand their family 
to include another retriever. 
Labs are their breed of choice, 
and they match them well.
 They did their research, 
found a reputable breeder and 
welcomed a yellow Lab puppy, 
named Drake, to the family. 
And then things got interest-
ing. 
 While Drake is as hand-
some, agile and entertaining 
as they come, he’s Ki’s oppo-
site, personality-wise. Drake 
is headstrong, naturally more 
mischievous and a lot more 
work than Ki ever was. Drake 
needs more supervision, guid-
ance and boundaries than my 
friends expected, a great deal 
more than Ki ever received.
 My friends were not quite 
prepared for the extreme pup-
pyhood that is the rule, not the 
exception, in their preferred 
breed. Having cared for many 
Lab puppies, I was not sur-

prised by their frustration. 
I’ve seen many pet parents go 
through the same. 
 Luckily, there is always 
a light at the end of the tun-
nel. It’s called adulthood, and 
while it seemingly can take 
Labs up to five years to reach, 
they eventually make it.
 Their people-pleasing first 
pup spoiled my friends. Drake 
proved a new challenge. Even 

Ki had some res-
ervations about 
the blonde ball of 
energy that quick-
ly made himself 
at home in what 
was a single-dog 
household. All 
— including my 
friends’ home-
wares, clothing 
and accessories — 
went through an 

adjustment period. 
 Thankfully, my friends are 
a fantastic pet-parenting team. 
They share the responsibili-
ties that come with dog rearing 
very well. And Drake infused 
newfound playfulness and 
youth into Ki’s life, for which 
we are all grateful. Ki loves 
his little buddy, even if he does 
boss him around more than any 
elder should allow.
 I tease my friends, tell-
ing them that they fell for the 
oldest trick in the book. Ev-
erybody knows that the first is 

easy. If the first were a night-
mare, would we consider get-
ting another? Probably not. 
Hence what I’ve come to term 
“the second dog curse.”
 It’s not always the case, but 
oftentimes the second tends to 
knock us off our game. It can 
be stressful, frustrating and 
nearly maddening. They some-
how come to us with more 
challenges: maybe because 
of competition with their new 
sibling, maybe because we’re 
overconfident after raising the 
first one well.
 Regardless, we all get to the 
point where we can’t imagine 
our lives without either. My 
dogs, Titan and Sox, were no 
exception. Sox almost broke 
me. Almost. But now, we are 
all settled and happy; both 
dogs are fantastic pets. 
 My friends are happily 
on their way to establishing 
their lives as a contented four-
some with their little angel, 
Ki, and that sock-swallowing, 
shoe-chewing, harness-eating 
Drake, who still manages to 
make them smile.

Alexandria resident Isabel 
Alvarez owns The Wag Pack, 

a professional pet services 
company that the National 

Association of Professional 
Pet Sitters named its 2012 

business of the year.

295 Van Dorn Street, Alexandria VA
www.caringhandsvet.com • 703-778-2500 

Open seven days a week.
Doctor available by 

phone 24 hours a day.

Keeping you a part  
of your pet’s care.

Come tour our new, state of the 
art, animal hospital!

Complete care for your pets,  
including birds and reptiles.

NEW Alexandria Location!

The second puppy dog blues
pet matters

By Isabel Alvarez

 
 
 

10% off  
your first 
 invoice 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Your neighborhood animal care professionals 

providing in-your-home pet sitting and dog walking 
Celebrating 9 years serving Alexandria to Mount Vernon 

 

(703) 548-1516 

www.alexandriapetcare.com  
 

Free Consultation                New Client Discount 

 

alextimes.com

Natural Food for Healthier Pets 

All Natural 
Dog Food • Cat Food
Treats • Supplements

DIY Dogwash

703-931-5241 • info@naturesnibbles.com
2601 Mt. Vernon Ave. Alexandria, VA
www.naturesnibbles.com

10% OFF
with this coupon



24 | OCTObEr 4, 2012 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

business directory

HealtH

BarBer sHop

Hoffman Center Barber Shop

703.960.4648
In the Atrium 

Hoffman Town Center
Across from Eisenhower 

AMC Theater
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Regular Haircut $14.00

Military (All Branches) $11.00

Got NeuroloGical issues?
Our American Board Certified Neurologist can help you...

For Appointments Call: 
(P) 703.888.3036 • (F) 703.888.3175

The Neuro Clinic P.C.
Neurology, EMG, EEG, Doppler’s testing and Sleep Studies
8101 Hinson Farm Road, Ste. 201 • Alexandria, VA 22306

theneuroclinic@yahoo.com

alexandria, this is 
your times

 The Alexandria Times newspaper provides 

our print and online readers with the most 

comprehensive and localized coverage possible 

in the City of Alexandria, with a political tint 

that being in the shadow of the nation’s capital 

makes inevitable. 

 Whether it’s a shake-up at City Hall or a 

new milkshake at Dairy Godmother, our at-

tention is focused on Alexandria, allowing us 

to bring you a unique mesh of city and com-

munity news that our fair and historic city on 

the Potomac deserves. Don’t worry Alexandria 

— we’ve got you covered.

110 S. Pitt St. 
Alexandria, VA
703-739-0001 
alextimes.com

was the Beatles. I remem-
ber the night I turned 12 was 
when I first heard them. The 
next day I bought an elec-
tric guitar … I played blues 
in garage bands when I was 
younger, and I loved B.B. 
King and Buffalo Springfield, 
who played at my high school. 
The Beach Boys were another 
favorite, and I became good 
friends with Carl Wilson. 
Later Brian [Wilson] and I 
wrote a song together. I got to 
play with my musical heroes 
and became good friends with 
John Lennon and Yoko Ono. I 
played with him a few times 
when he was making the 
“Rock ‘n’ Roll” album in the 
’70’s. I think John and Paul 
were the greatest songwriting 
team ever. And Yoko has such 
an amazing soul.

Your son, Beau, and daugh-
ter, Katie, are in show busi-
ness. Do you support their 
showbiz careers? 

I do now. I didn’t support 
them earlier when [Katie’s] 
mom wanted her to be Britney 
Spears. Now she’s done five 
TV series — “Gossip Girl” 
was one — and some films. 
I’m very proud of the work 
she’s done. My son has been 
studying at Michigan State, 
Boston University and NYU. 
He’s a very talented musi-
cian and songwriter in a band 
called The Fates. I heard their 
first few songs, and the stuff is 
remarkable. 

Are you excited about your 
upcoming Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award at the Film, 
Recording and Entertain-
ment Council’s Star Gala in 
November? 

I say this humorously and 
somewhat sarcastically: If 
you do enough work and stick 
around long enough and don’t 
give up, you pick yourself up 
a few times and then someone 
says, “What about this guy?” 
I’m very flattered by it. And 
because I’ve been accused of 
being a workaholic, I’ve fi-

nally backed off from work-
ing 52 weeks a year. I tell my 
kids and [audiences] in talks 
at colleges and schools, it’s 
never been about the money, 
and I appreciate working so 
much more now. Because 
if you’re going to write and 
produce and direct with a lot 
of people with a lot of talent, 
it makes a difference if they 
have a strong investment in it.  

What’s next for you?

I plan to do at least one more 
album. I have a concept that I 
have never fully explored that 
I’d like to work on. It’s not 
about the multiplatinum re-
cords anymore. Before I only 
focused on the end result — 
now I like to take my time.

David Cassidy performs at 
The Birchmere — located 

at 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. 
— on Saturday. For tickets, 
visit www.ticketmaster.com; 
for venue information, visit 

www.birchmere.com.

cassidy 
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‘it’s never been about the money’ Speck returns

with Wells Fargo Advisors, 
wants to focus on Alexandria’s 
long-range financial planning 
and tackle upcoming land use 
issues, pointing to Landmark 
Mall’s redevelopment as an 
example.
 “Development is the con-
tinued growth and expansion 
of the city’s resources,” he 
said. “[It must be done] care-
fully, thoughtfully, but recog-
nizing that there is a balance. 
We want to be able to create 

additional sources of revenue 
so the [tax] burden on home-
owners does not become … 
more punitive, but also recog-
nizing anything you do might 
take away from other benefits 
the city has, like [open space].”
 Speck took his seat in coun-
cil chambers September 27. 
Krupicka, who succeeded for-
mer Delegate David Englin in 
Richmond, was sworn in to his 
new office Friday. 

- Derrick Perkins

council 
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Carlos F. Painting, Inc.

Carlos Fuentes   References & Guaranteed
571.233.7667 • www.carlosfpainting.com

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• All Carpentry Work
• Water Damage
• Pressure Washing Decks & Homes

SpeCial 
priCeS 

for Empty Houses
Solar Energy Installations and other Energy Efficient Products.

Invest now in solar panels to reduce your energy costs for a lifetime of savings.

For a no cost site evaluation & professional cost proposal, contact 
Russ Seward at 703.378.2471 or 703.927.7338 (cell)

www.aecsolar.net • russ@aecsolar.net

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Floor Waxing Service
    

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Careful workmanship

• Serving local area for 30 years

• Old fashioned paste wax method
• Working owners assure quality

• Residential service a specialty

business directory
Home services

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Window Cleaning
           • Working owners   
              assure quality
• Careful workmanship

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Residential service a specialty
• Serving local area for 30 years

Upholstery Cleaning
Carpet Repair
Pet Problem Experts

Quality Service Since 1977

Carpet Cleaning
Carpet Stretching

Oriental Rugs

Mold Remediation

Mike’s Carpet Cleaning
5 Rooms Only $125

35 Years Experience – Including The White House!
For More Info Call 703-978-2270

24Hour Emergency Water Damage

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Emergency Storm Repairs
Roofing, Siding, Wood, Fascia, 
Soffit, Gutter and Tree Removal

24 Hour Response 

Call the Owner Directly: 571 501-1751

Picture Perfect Home Improvements
(703) 590-3187   www.pphionline.com
Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

“If it can be done, we can do it!”  Serving Northern VA
Ask About Our Monthly Coupon • Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, 
Carpentry, Wood Replace/Repair, 

Drywall, All Flooring, Decks, 
Handyman Services

• FREE Estimates
• FAST & Reliable Service
• EASY To Schedule
• NO $$$ DOWN!

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
571.501.1751 Military & Senior Discounts

40 Years Experience • References Available   

DECK RESTORATION
Cracked, Splintered, Damaged, Weathered

Armor Shield 10 Year Warranty

DAVIS CONTRACTING 

1-202-391-0650
www.ecomaids.com/swdc

to advertise your 

business or service at 

competitive 

prices, contact  

Keith staples at

 
kstaples@

alextimes.com

advertising 
Works!

NICOROCK
Paving & Masonry - Driveway Specialists

Call TODay fOR a fREE ESTIMaTE

• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Patios
• Stoops
• Pointing and Sealing

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis Courts
• Parking Lots
• Patch and Sealing

Senior
Citizen
Discount

25%

Discount
with ad

Office: 855.268.5625
Cell: 571.480.0846

serving the entire 
va, dc, md areas www.CaringDoc.com • 703.671.2700 • info@CaringDoc.com

We are experts at whole body / mind approach to optimal 
wellness and healing including the scientific use of 

acupuncture, nutrition, vitamins, supplements and herbs.

Holistic 
Family 

Medicine

HATCHER’S FLOORS, INC.
HARDWOOD SPECIALISTS

Sanding • Refinishing • Installation
Class A Contractors License #2705 035945A

Dave Hatcher

7655 Fullerton Road
Springfield, Virginia 22153

Phone: (703) 451-0459
Fax: (703) 455-1571

www.hatchersfloors.com
E-mail: dave@hatchersfloors.com

7655 Fullerton Road | Springfield, VA 22153
P: 703.451.0459  |  F: 703.455.1571

www.hatchersfloors.com  |  info@hatchersfloors.com
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ACrOSS
1 Water-park slide
6 Pro ___ (in proportion)
10 Global financial org.
13 Assist in wrongdoing
17 It may exist among thieves
18 Excessive conceit
20 Synthetic silk
22 Well-balanced circus  
  performer?
24 Where a circus may be held
25 Those opposed
26 Baseball tallies
27 Horne with plenty of talent
28 Like gnats
29 ___-yourself kit

30 Ship’s post that  
  secures cables
31 Fizzled firecracker
32 Ho-hum
34 “Just a ___” (“Hold on!”)
35 Function
36 “On ___ Majesty’s  
  Secret Service”
37 Molded
41 Astrological forecasts
45 Guacamole base
46 Spots on the TV
49 Weary traveler’s stopover
50 Keyboard key
51 Office sub
53 Kristofferson of “Blade”
54 Dot above the i

56 Pussycat’s companion,  
in verse
57 ___ erectus
58 Plenty sore
59 Superior to

60 ___ es Salaam (Tanzania’s  
  largest city)
62 Quick impression
64 Ad-___ (improvise)
65 Melonlike fruit
67 Circus performer who  
  cracks the whip
69 Drug used in treating  
  Parkinson’s
72 Audit rep
73 Gadget
74 Logo letter for the  
  Man of Steel

76 Enthusiastic liveliness
77 Inhaled anesthetic of old
79 Shade trees
80 ___ so forth
82 Gofer’s task
84 Looney Tunes animator  
  Freleng
85 Get ready for surgery
86 Be part of the picture
87 Large African antelope
88 Porker’s pad
89 Well-planned progress
91 Arrogant
95 Make calm
96 Snooker stick
97 One not invited to a  
  stag party?
98 It’s attractive and has  
  a charge
101 Change, as the decor
103 Fixed charge
104 Pear or quince, e.g.
105 “Vamoose!”
107 Terra ___ (type of clay)
110 Grumpy person
112 Prefix with “dynamic”  
  or “nautical”
113 “The Sons of ___ Elder”
114 Benefit
115 Explosive circus attraction
118 Popped, as a balloon
119 Refined and discriminating  
  taste
120 Divide into two equal parts
121 H.S. course
122 Stop sign color
123 ___ off (started a golf hole)
124 What some people do when  
  they’re over 65

DOWN
1 Khaki pants
2 Immobilize, rodeo-style
3 Release, as a tied-up horse
4 Moppets
5 Be incorrect
6 Regards as
7 One handling stars
8 Removes from the “No Park 
  ing” zone
9 Docs in a bloc
10 Like presses ready for  
  printing
11 Personal appearance
12 Measure of capacitance
13 Oklahoma Native American

14 Daring circus equestrian
15 Potato bumps
16 Honky-___
19 Drawing power
21 Con’s vote
22 Small amount
23 Prayer
30 Overcooked to the max
31 Part of LAPD (Abbr.)
33 Letters needing reply
36 Gins made in the  
  Netherlands
38 Curves, in geometry
39 Make a movie ready for  
  television
40 Prescribed amount
42 Squeak remover
43 Raven remark
44 Black-clouds bringer
45 Loves, in Lyon
46 Standing on the summit of
47 Temperamental performer
48 Cinderella was one
52 Introduced performers
55 Swinging circus star
56 Baltimore pro
57 Pain in the brain
58 Under the weather
61 Birch trees
63 H.S. support group
66 Conflict

68 That certain “something”
70 Labored breath
71 Capp of the comics
75 One who gets the message?
77 New newts
78 Nursery purchase
81 Umpteen’s ordinal?
83 Wish undone
85 Like the Piper of Hamelin
86 A malarial fever
87 Sundial shadow-caster
90 Kind of U.S. bomber
92 Cold treatment
93 Decked out
94 Put out of commission
99 Eight-tone interval
100 Caught red-handed
102 Brown pigment
103 Well-known
104 Quiet companion?
106 ___ Aviv
107 It may be called on account  
  of rain
108 Egg cell
109 “Gone With the Wind”  
  plantation
111 Command the kingdom
112 Adolescent facial affliction
113 Word with “sack”
116 Crooner ___ King Cole
117 Cries of surprise

classifieds

Weekly Words

last Week’s solution:

make a decision you can feel good abouT.
At Coverall, we make owning your own business an attainable 
goal. Join a leading commercial cleaning franchise system in a 
growing industry.
• Financing Available
• Billing & Collections Services
• Comprehensive Training
• Initial Customer Base 
With as low as $2000 down, there has never been an easier 
way to start a business for yourself.

Call 301-710-0444 or visit 
www.CoverallWashingtonDC.com

and change your future today. 703.739.0001

WHat can 
the times 
do for  

you?

“I signed a deal with a large organization as a result of advertising in the Alexandria Times.”

- Ab Emam     Web Development Groupwww.webdevelopmentgroup.com

209 The StrandAlexandria, VA 22314

sign up  
to receive  

an electronic 
version of the 

alexandria 
times  

every week!

E M A I L

T O D A Y

letters@ 
alextimes.com
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703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s
Pet of the Week is sponsored by

Diann Hicks.

Our little “Dutch” is a member of the well-loved hound family.  His 
retrieval skills are sharp, and he’s all set for his favorite sport.

 
Also a good listener, Dutch is a friendly fellow, seeking to provide 

the best of canine campanionship to all he meets.
 

If your life is lacking in this department, you couldn’t do any better 
than to add Dutch to your days.  He promises 100% satisfaction, 

can you tell?

TO MAKE AN ONLINE DONATION TO THE HOMELESS PETS OF 
ALEXANDRIA, PLEASE VISIT  

www.alexandriaanimals.org  
703-746-4774

Thank you!

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ American Frisbee Hound ~

Octobers’s cause:

Donations can be made online at: 

www.athomeinalexandria.org

Improving the quality of life for Alexandrians 
as they age by providing the necessary services 
so they can remain independent in their 
homes and connected to their community.

Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

The Alexandria Times will donate a portion of every 
paid display ad in October to our Cause of the Month.  

Please join us in contributing to this worthy cause.

Thank you to the following Alexandria Times advertisers for 
supporting THE GIVING CIRCLE in the month of September.

Access for the Arts-Kaleidoscope
ACVA
Affordable Energy Concepts
Alexadnria City Public Schools
Alexandria Boutique District 
Alexandria Country Day School
Alexandria Renew Enterprises
Allegro LLC
Angela’s Cleaning
Baja Fresh
Bastille
Belle Haven Marina
Bob Wood for City Council
Bradlee Dental
Brahm Opticians
Bron Shoe Silver Restoration
Bugsy’s Pizza
Caffi Contracting
Caring for you
Caring Hands Animal Hospital
Carlos Painting
Carlyle Club
Carpenter’s Shelter
Catholic College Fair
Chadwick’s
Christine Garner 
 -Weichert Realtors
City of Alexandria 
Columbia Pictures
CommonWealth One  
 Federal Credit Union
Cosmetic Hearing Solutions
Craftmark Homes
Davis Contracting
Diann Hicks - Pet of the Week
Diann Hicks - Weichert Realtors
Dog’s Day Out
Dominquez-foreclosure
Eco Maids
Eisenhower Consignment
European Country Living
Exterior Medics
EYA
Family Pharmacy
Fibre Space
Fitness Together
Foster’s Grille
Genon
Hatcher’s/Dream Weaver
Haute Dog and Fries
Hermitage
Hoffman Center Barber Shop
Holiday Inn
HomeWise Referral
Iron Horse Auction
Isabella
J&J Builders
Janet Caterson Price  
 - McEnearney Associates
John Marshall Bank
Karing by Kristina
King St. Cats

Kristin Mango  
 - McEnearney Associates
Lamplighter
Landry’s Seafood House
League of Women Voters
LeRefuge
Little Theatre of Alexandria
LuLu Sage
Maid Brigaide
Margaret Dominguez-Foreclosure
Metro Behavioral Health Services
Michael’s Carpet Cleaning
Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens
Nanotech
National Art & Framing
Nature’s Nibbles
Neuro Clinic
Nicorock
Opal Music Studio
Patrick’s
Patrick’s Painting
Phil Cefaratti - Weichert Realtors
Phyllis Patterson - coldwell Banker
Picture Perfect Home Improvement
Port City Playhouse
Potomac Company
Potomac Falls Contracting
Potomac River Boat Company
Prize Performance
Prudential PenFed Realty
Salvation Army
Sila Air
Sparkle
Stanley Martin Companies LLC
Steinmetz Medical Association
Storm Repair
Strictly Rhythm Dance Center
Substance abuse Coalition 
Sue Goodhart  
 - McEnearney Associates
Suntrust Bank
Susan Anthony  
 - McEnearney Associates
Synetic Theater
Ten Thousand Villages
The Henry
Torpedo Factory
Virginia Commerce Bank
Warner Brothers 
Washington Metropolitan ATA
Will Nesbitt Realty
Yves Bistro

LEGAL NOTICE  
OF A PUBLIC HEARING 

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, October 
17, 2012 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
Council Chambers, second floor of 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alex-
andria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

CASE BAR2012-0200
Request to partially demolish & 
capsulate at 723 S Lee St.
APPLICANT: Arthur Fox by 
Stephen Kulinski

CASE BAR2012-0201
Request for an addition & 
alterations at 723 S Lee St.
APPLICANT: Arthur Fox by 
Stephen Kulinski

CASE BAR2012-0311
Request to partially demolish & 
capsulate at 110 N Columbus 
St.
APPLICANT: Maria Uricoe-
chea by Rebecca Bostick

CASE BAR2012-0312
Request for an addition & 
alterations at 110 N Columbus 
St.
APPLICANT: Maria Uricoe-
chea by Rebecca Bostick

CASE BAR2012-0313
Request for alterations at 1124 
Prince St.
APPLICANT: Jeannine Mantz

CASE BAR2012-0315
Request to partially demolish at 
509 S Royal St.
APPLICANT: Reagan Ralph by 
James Finn

CASE BAR2012-0316
Request for alterations at 509 S 
Royal St.
APPLICANT: Reagan Ralph by 
James Finn

CASE BAR2012-0317
Request for alterations to a 
previously approved plan at 402 
S Pitt St.
APPLICANT: Mark Poskaitis 
by Stephen Kulinski

Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Depart-
ment of Planning and Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666

some point it’s going to stick.” 
 With that “Rudy”-esque at-
titude, the team catapulted into 
first place in the state playoff 
race. Despite their youth, the 
team’s taken to Joseph’s man-
tra. This season, the Saints 
started five freshmen, with sev-
eral players only 14 years old. 
 “The overall work hard at-
mosphere we’ve created has 
worked,” Joseph said. “The 
kids are resilient, and I think 
they’re tired of losing.” 
 On Saturday, the Saints cel-
ebrated their first homecoming 
victory in years, beating Paul 
VI 28-24. Next week, they’ll 

face Blue Ridge School. 
 Though the Saints have 
seen immense success in the 
regular season, the team rounds 
out its schedule with a string of 
matchups against conference 
rivals. Joseph is optimistic, 
though realistic.  
 “We’re young, and we’re 
going to play some teams that 
have been together for a while,” 
Joseph said. “I’d love to win 
the [Interstate Athletic Confer-
ence], but the most important 
thing is for us to be very com-
petitive in our league.” 
 Until then, the team will 
keep gathering Saturday morn-
ings, eating Miss Habliston’s 
soufflé, and — hopefully — 
winning Saturday afternoons. 

saints 
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®

Elizabeth Lucchesi

703.868.5676
Elizabeth@LizLuke.com

Over 100 satisfied clients in 2012 so far

“Elizabeth and team are amazing! 
We are so grateful for Elizabeth’s 
attention to detail and the 
tremendous customer service we 
received. She helped us price 
perfectly and sold our home in three 
days! Her quick action, wise advice, 
and amazing team helped us ‘get 
home’! ”

~ Abby and Jason

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Stay Connected...

Elizabeth Lucchesi…She’ll Get You Home!

Elizabeth Lucchesi understands that 
helping you sell or purchase a home is a 
marathon. She and the LizLuke team are 
there to help you every step of the way, 
from an initial consultation to settlement 
and beyond. With the distinction of 
being part of McEnearney Associates 
and her considerable experience in the 
Northern Virginia market, Elizabeth can 
help you achieve your goals! 

2714 King Street • $699,000

SOLD

729 Fords Landing Way
$1,195,000

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
AX7922395

4908 Kilburn Street
$607,000

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
AX7904480

2819 Mosby Street
$450,000

3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths
AX7927457

Call us today
to list your home!

the market is
SPOOK-tacular!

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE


