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City’s ‘negative outlook’ 
not a barrier to borrowing

By erich wagner

 

 Laura Triggs, the city’s act-
ing chief financial officer, felt 
upbeat ahead of her team’s trip 
to the market Wednesday to 
sell bonds and raise money for 
city infrastructure and school 
upgrades.
 “We got AAA from both 
[ratings agencies],” Triggs 
said. “We’re happy. We work 
hard for those ratings.”
 Earlier this month, 
Moody’s and Standard & 
Poor’s reaffirmed Alexandria’s 
AAA bond rating, allowing the 
city to borrow money at low 

interest rates. But for the third 
year in a row, Moody’s gave 
the Port City a “negative out-
look” because of its proximity 
to Washington and ties the fed-
eral government.
 City officials said — as 
they have in past years — that 
the caveat does not affect bor-
rowing money.
 “It’s almost the opposite,” 
Triggs said. “We’re such a 
good credit that last summer 
we [were] oversubscribed six 
times. So there were six or 
eight bids; there was competi-
tion for those bonds.”
 Triggs said the negative tag 
is common in Northern Virgin-
ia since many federal govern-
ment employees live here. And 

ratings agencies are keeping 
a closer eye on the region be-
cause a harsh federal austerity 
program could hurt local gov-
ernments’ revenues.
 “It could negatively impact 
us,” she said of the possibility 
of further federal budget cuts. 
“Of course we still have some-
thing we could do about it with 
our fiscal management team.”
 Stephen Fuller, director of 
George Mason University’s 
Center for Regional Analysis, 
said that the negative outlook 
is more of an asterisk for lend-
ers than a sign to push up inter-
est rates.
 “It just alerts potential is-

Revamped guidelines 
ease burden on 
homeowners

By erich wagner

 

 Historic preservation offi-
cials and west Old Town resi-
dents hope newly relaxed reg-
ulations will help Parker-Gray 
homeowners more easily care 
for their property.
 The city planning commis-
sion voted unanimously ear-

lier this month to ease rules 
governing home repairs and 
modifications in the historic 
district, particularly for hous-
es built after 1932.
 Historic home maintenance 
has been a contentious topic in 
the Parker-Gray neighborhood 
for years. Longtime residents 
point out that even the initial 
decision to label the district 
as historic in 1984 — protect-
ing the area from development 
with the advent of the nearby 

Braddock Road Metro station 
— wasn’t unanimous.
 Until recently, any home 
repair, modification or main-
tenance proposal included a 
mandated hearing before the 
Board of Architectural Re-
view, a costly endeavor that 
residents said often ended with 
inconsistent requirements 
throughout the neighborhood. 
 “I know people who were 
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BIRTHDAY BASH Revelers (top) take in fireworks on Alexandria’s 
waterfront Saturday while celebrating the 264th anniversary of the 
city’s founding. Onlookers braved a brief — but furious — rainstorm to 
enjoy the show. City Councilor Del Pepper (bottom) hands out cupcakes 
to mark the occasion. 

Modernizing historic 
preservation regulations

AAA bond rating reaffirmed
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Historic Opportunities…Historically Low Interest Rates

703-836-1464 • Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker • 300 N. Washington St. • Suite 100 • Alexandria,  22314
An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates, Inc. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service marks of 

Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide.  Used under license with no other affiliation with Prudential. Prudential-PenFed 
Realty is an independently owned and operated member of BRER Affiliates, Inc. PenFed Membership is not required to conduct business with Prudential-PenFed Realty.

Get the fast facts on a real estate career!  
Call Maxine at 703-837-9805 

Prudential PenFed Realty Old Town Alexandria
Historic Opportunities…Historically Low Interest Rates

Arlington       $699,900      the odyssey

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Upscale Condo
• Corner Unit
• Wrap Around Balcony
 

The Odyssey is a sought after upscale condo 
located in the heart of North Arlington! Spacious corner unit features 
unique wrap around balcony, Brazilian cherry hardwood flooring, granite 
counter tops, stainless steel appliances and great views of DC! Assigned 
parking spot! Check out the Rooftop pool and Exercise Room! Located 
near Metro, shops, grocery store, restaurants, nightlife.

UpsCAle Condo in heArt  
of north Arlington!

MCleAn                           $1,200,000                        pArkVieW hills

• 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• nice kitchen
• newly finished Basement
• 2 Car garage

Welcome home to this lovely colonial situated on a one acre site in 
popular Parkview Hills! Boasting over 3600 square feet of finished living 
space, you will find all of the space and comforts you need in your new 
home. Dine al fresco on the patio and enjoy the lovely backyard – there is 
plenty of room for a pool or tennis courts! The two car, attached garage is 
ready for your prized vehicles!

stAtely hoMe seeks neW oWners

AlexAndriA             $590,000          lincolniA PArk

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• three fireplaces
• large .64 Acre lot
• three-Car garage

“Charming” defines this home on a beautifully landscaped 2/3 acre. 
Newer, huge first floor master bedroom with cathedral ceiling and 
luxury bath. Circular Driveway w/stone path, tons of azaleas. Expansive 
Back Deck. Located near Thomas Jefferson High School and an easy 
commute to Pentagon, Ft. Myer, and Mark Center.

ChArMing And spACioUs

AlexAndriA             $599,900            cArlyle Towers

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• hardwood floors
• near Braddock Metro
• 2 parking permits
 

Wow! You have got to see the Old Town, monument & river views from 
this 20th floor condo! Live in luxury in this beautiful 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
condo in the heart of Alexandria. The sunroom balcony incorporated into 
living area expands living room out into the city! Features crown and chair 
moulding, wainscoting, granite, hardwood & marble floors. Short walk to 
2 metros, Whole Foods, restaurants, movies and shops.

Million dollAr VieWs

jU
st listed

AlexAndriA             $575,000            The wATerview

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• overlooking potomac
• high-end Appliances
• hotel Amenities
 

Your search for the perfect pied-à-terre is over! Come take a look at 
this luxurious, convenient condo overlooking The Potomac River & 
Georgetown! Located just steps to the Key Bridge & Rosslyn Metro! 
Enjoy evenings on the stunning 31st floor roof top deck, Full-Service 
hotel amenities including room service, deeded parking, floor to ceiling 
windows, and more!

grACioUs potoMAC liVing

AlexAndriA      $498,350      PorTo vecchio

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• totally renovated kitchen
• private Balcony
• gorgeous floors

Perfect for the owner looking for space and modern amenities.
Unit 416 has been refurbished with the best of today while keeping the 
elegant finishings of yesteryear. It features a brand new kitchen, with 
stainless steel energy star appliances, granite and lovely cream colored 
cabinets. The new flooring and paint sparkle!

totAlly renoVAted!

neW priCe!

AlexAndriA             $424,900          norThAmPTon PlAce

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• panoramic Windows
• open floor plan
• tons of Amenities

Super chic, two bedroom unit with panoramic 
windows overlooking Arlington! Loaded with 
all of the features you would expect in a luxury 

high-rise including hardwood floors and designer finishings. Building 
amenities include fitness center, sauna, pool, billiard room, grilling 
area, and 24-hour front desk staff.

neW york City liVing

AlexAndriA      $419,900      runnymeAde

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 full & 2 half Baths
• fireplace
• deck and patio
• Backs to stream

Perfect location and generous living spaces. 
Fresh paint, new corian countertops, refrigerator and dishwasher. Featuring 
two spacious master suites upstairs, wood-burning fireplace in lower level 
family room. Upper and lower decks face dense trees with a running creek. 
Security system and assigned parking. Located between 2 metros. Close to 
Ft. Belvoir, Old Town, Kingstowne and DC.

the perfeCt pACkAge

AlexAndriA      $2440-$2450      norThAmPTon PlAce

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Washer/dryer
• luxury hi-rise
• great Views

Take your pick of two terrific condos for rent. Both units feature two 
bedrooms, a den, two full baths, and a high end kitchen complete with 
granite counters and stainless appliances. All of this in an awesome luxury 
building with fitness center, sauna, pool, billiard room, grilling area, and 
24-hour front desk staff.

tWo fABUloUs rentAls!
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the weeKly BrieFing

 Uber, the growing Internet-
based taxi service that has 
made waves with its fleet of 
luxury sedans, is rolling into 
Alexandria. 
 The San Francisco-based 
company, which allows users 
to summon a ride with a smart-
phone app and a few taps on 
a touch screen, announced its 
expansion south from Wash-
ington on Tuesday. Uber’s 
newly enlarged territory of ser-

vice covers the District, Alex-
andria, Arlington and portions 
of nearby Fairfax as well as 
Dulles and Baltimore-Wash-
ington airports.
 The push south comes a 
little more than six months 
after the popular taxi-style 
company struck an agreement 
with Washington’s city coun-
cil, ending a longstanding 
tussle with District regulators. 
Another round of legislation, 

part of Washington’s move to 
require that cabs accept credit 
cards, has heightened tensions 
between the company and reg-
ulators.
 Uber also announced this 
week a ride-sharing program, 
letting passengers split fares 
with friends using the same 
smartphone app.

- Times Staff

 Law enforcement officials 
said they are still investigat-
ing last week’s shooting in the 
West End that left one man 
critically injured.
 On July 10, a 35-year-old 
man was shot multiple times 
around 7 a.m. while stopping 
by a home on the 5400 block 
of Holmes Run Parkway to 
pick up a few items from his 
estranged wife. The victim 

was flown to Inova Fairfax 
Hospital, where he remains in 
critical condition, said police 
spokesman Lt. Mark Bergin 
on Tuesday.
 A second man, 23, was 
treated for a graze wound to 
his hand and brought in for 
questioning. Bergin said police 
believe he fired all of the shots 
in the incident, using a hand-
gun recovered at the scene, but 

expressed doubt as to whether 
he would be charged in con-
nection with the incident.
 Neighbors said that in ad-
dition to the victim’s estranged 
wife, three small children re-
sided at the scene of the inci-
dent and were present for the 
shooting.

- Erich Wagner

uber plots course to Port City

No charges yet in West End shooting

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates effective 7/1/2013 and subject to change. Other rates and terms apply. Rates include ½% discount
 for checking bundle and automatic payment. Membership eligibility required. See cofcu.org for full details.  Federally Insured by NCUA.  

Apply online at cofcu.org
or call (703) 823-5211

New & used auto loan rates
up to 60 months as low as 1.49%

APR*

125%
Get up to

financing!

703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s
Pet of the Week is sponsored by

Diann Hicks.

~ Angora in Onyx ~

To Help THe Homeless peTs of AlexAndriA, pleAse visiT our websiTe AT 
www.alexandriaanimals.org.   (703) 746-4774

Thank You!

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Miss Jada,  our beautiful long-haired tortoise  
with an  Angora-coat.

 At age six, Jada is a busy gal; we call her our Shelter 
Socialite.  Smart and sophisticated, Jada enters the room as 

if music were playing in the background just for her.
 This little kitty has a large personality and promises to keep 

you in good company for many years ahead.

file photo
Investigators searched the scene of a shooting last week on Holmes Run Parkway in the West End, but 
police have yet to charge anyone in the incident, which left two men injured. 
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criMe

Police Beat
The following incidents occurred between July 10 and July 17.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

17  AssAults 1 Vehicle
theft

0 AssAults with A 
DeADly weApon 6BreAking & 

enterings

35 thefts 5 Drug crimes

Source: crimereports.com

1 seXuAl 
offense 0roBBeries

timesIn Your

 To enter, email letters@alextimes.com with your answer 
or write to 110 S. Pitt St., Alexandria, VA 22314. One winner will 
be chosen at random from the winning entries submitted be-
fore noon Tuesday. A different photo and hint will be featured 
each week between now and the end of summer, so keep your 
eyes open as you meander around Alexandria!

Sponsored By:

Children like making all 
kinds of noise
With pots and pans, or 
random toys.
The city’s created a 
place in a park,
For kids to make music 
or sing like a lark.
These drums aren’t real 
but they may inspire
A child to make music 
or sing in a choir.

Where am I? What am I?

win two ticKets  
on the Mount Vernon cruise! 

Identify the photo below and where it  
was taken for a chance to win. 

potomac riverboat company

703.684.0580  - potomacriverboatco.com

Departing from Alexandria City Marina
Purchase Tickets online or visit our ticket booth

Congratulations to last week’s winner,  
Grace Falatko, who correctly identified the clue as  

a side door on Wise’s Tavern.

where aM i? #8

 City police arrested a 
woman on the 500 block of S. 
Van Dorn St. around 5:30 p.m. 
July 10 after she spat on law 
enforcement officers.
 Authorities approached the 
36-year-old woman after she 
was reported as being passed 
out on the sidewalk of a shop-

ping center. The two officers 
found her still asleep, officials 
said. 
 When they woke her up, 
she became agitated and be-
gan spitting on the police of-
ficers, authorities said. When 
asked for her identification, 
the unidentified woman gave 

them a false name.
 The officers promptly ar-
rested her for obstruction of 
justice, assault on police and 
providing false identification. 
She did not appear to be in-
toxicated at the time of the 
incident, police said. 

 A Mill Road resident told 
police last week that one or 
more individuals broke into his 
vehicle left parked on the 2100 
block.
 The victim parked his ve-
hicle June 28 and returned July 
10 to discover that the rear 

passenger-side window had 
been smashed and the vehicle 
ransacked. The thieves also 
stole a backpack and its con-
tents, which are valued at less 
than $200, police said.
 Authorities do not know 
how many people were in-

volved or what was used to 
damage the vehicle. No one 
witnessed the offense, and the 
thieves remain at large. 

- Julia Brouillette

Woman cuffed for spitting on officers

Thieves ransack vehicle on Mill Road
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Virginia Hospital Center
has just been named one of

the 100 Top Hospitals
in America.

Virginia Hospital Center has just been named one of the 100 Top Hospitals in America by
Truven Health Analytics. This award is particularly exciting because it is based on facts –
about quality, safety, patient experience and more.  And that's great news for the health and
happiness of Alexandria, Virginia families. We're less than 20 minutes from Alexandria on
North George Mason Drive in Arlington, VA.  Visit us online at virginiahospitalcenter.com.

VHC121Al�xa�driaTim�s�Lay�ut 1  7�8�13  4�32 PM  Pag� 1



6 | juLy 18, 2013 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Holistic Medical Doctors
Treating the Cause. Not Just the Symptoms. 

RSVP Call: 703.671.2700 
Email: info@CaringDoc.com

Now Accepting New Patients 

703.671.2700
Jennifer Lee, DO, MPH, DABFM
Special Interests: Headaches, Fatigue, 
Intestinal Problems, Osteopathy and 
Acupuncture  

Marie Steinmetz, MD, DABFM
Special Interests: Intestinal Problems 
including IBS and Acupuncture.  
Dr. Steinmetz is participating in Dr. Weil’s 

Fellowship in Integrative Medicine, internationally 
recognized as the leading integrative medical 
education program in the world.

We are experts at a 
whole body / mind 
approach to optimal 
wellness and healing 
including the scientific 
use of acupuncture, 
nutrition, vitamins, 
supplements and herbs.

Sign up for Our Newsletter 
& Educational Seminar 
Invitations!

Our Unique Approach to Healing: 

1225 Martha Custis Drive, Suite C-1, Alexandria, Virginia 22302        www.CaringDoc.com      703.671.2700

Free Community Health Lecture!
 Medical Acupuncture
 Osteopathic Manipulation
 Nutritional Counseling
 Chronic Disease Management
 Acute & Chronic Pain Management
 Holistic Primary Care
 Optimal Wellness

 Thyroid / Adrenal Dysfunction
 Hormonal Imbalance
 Menopause / Peri-Menopause
 Cancer Risk Screening
 Natural Diabetes Management  

Digestive Disorders
 Concentration “Brain Fog”

Thursday, December 6, 2012, 6PM-8PM 

Boost Your Immune System Now! 
Presenter: Nutritionist Cheryl Mirabella, MA, CHHC 
Location: 1225 Martha Custis Dr., Suite C-1, Alexandria, VA 22302

Rosemarie Rose, MD, DABFM
Special Interests: Neurotransmitter Diseases 
including ADHD, Fibromyalgia, Migraines and 
Parkinson’s Disease 

Meet our Nutritional Health Coaches
Cheryl Mirabella, 
CHHC

Katherine Sumner
CHC

 
 

 Jeanne Shiffman 
MD, DABFM, NCMP
Special Interests: Menopause, Male 
Hormonal Balancing, Bio-Identical Hormones,
Thyroid Issues, Fatigue, Medical Acupuncture 
and Complementary Cancer Care

Your Hormone Expert - Thyroid, Adrenal & Menopause

Landscaping company 
alleges that city used a 
flawed bid process 

By derricK PerKins 

 

 J and J Landscaping Man-
agement, a locally based com-
pany, may pursue a lawsuit 
against City Hall after what 
it deems a flawed bid process 
cost the business a contract 
earlier this year.
 The landscaping company 
was one of at least two busi-
nesses vying for a contract to 
maintain the city’s public right-
of-ways and median strips as 
well as other groundskeeping 
tasks. But owner James Der-
rington quickly noticed the 
scope of the contract did not 
match that of previous years.
 Derrington, whose company 
had secured the job the year 
prior, sent several emails to city 

staff asking about the discrep-
ancy between the bid and his 
previous experience, according 
to documents filed in Alexan-
dria Circuit Court in May. He 
worried that the job would end 
up requiring more work than the 
proposal outlined. 
 He got a response from 
Christina Wells of the city’s 
purchasing division April 4. 
 “I understand your concerns 
based on the service your firm 
has provided the city under 
previous, different contracts, 
but after careful personnel 
and budget considerations, the 
city has reconfigured its mow-
ing and related services needs 
moving forward,” she wrote.
 Six days later, Derrington, 
who made a bid despite his 
qualms, learned the city had 
selected rival Brickman Group 
for the job. According to court 
documents, Brickman agreed 

to do the bulk of the work for 
$13,449 as compared to J and J 
Landscaping’s offer of $14,148. 
Further, the national giant’s es-
timated rate for additional work 
was $298 per hour per a three-
person crew as opposed to J and 
J Landscaping’s $350. 
 Not long into the contract, 
though, Derrington allegedly 
spotted — and photographed — 
the other company’s employees 
maintaining public property not 
specified in the city’s proposal, 
according to court documents.
 It’s an accusation that act-
ing purchasing agent Stephen 
Taylor flatly denied in a letter 
— included in the case files — 
to J and J Landscaping’s Alex-
andria-based attorney, David 
Chamowitz of Chamowitz and 
Chamowitz. 
 “Contrary to your client’s 
belief, the city will utilize other 
resources, including in-house 

personnel, to cut grass in areas 
not covered by the contract with 
Brickman,” Taylor wrote.
 After Derrington’s appeals 
to City Hall were rejected, his 
company turned to the courts. J 
and J Landscaping’s complaint 
alleges that the city went ahead 
with a flawed and inaccurate bid 
process — by failing to specify 
the scope of the job — despite 
receiving Derrington’s con-
cerns ahead of time. 
 Because the proposal did not 
accurately reflect the size of the 
job, awarding the contract was 
“arbitrary and capricious,” the 
complaint states.
 The company is seeking to 
have the contract nullified and 
the bidding process restarted, 
this time with what Derrington 
believes is an accurate under-
standing of the work involved. 
 But what remains unclear 
in the court documents is 

whether J and J Landscaping’s 
bid was based on the work 
outlined in the proposal or on 
Derrington’s prior experience 
handling the job. Chamowitz 
declined to comment on the 
case’s particulars other than 
to say that the decision to in-
volve the courts was based on 
timing.
 Unlike other areas of civil 
litigation, the type of case that 
Derrington is mounting must 
be filed in circuit court within 
10 days of receiving the city’s 
response to a formed protest 
of the contract’s awarding.
 “We filed the lawsuit be-
cause we had a short window 
to make a decision, and we’re 
now weighing our options,” 
Chamowitz said.
 If J and J Landscaping 
moves ahead with the case, 
a trial likely would not begin 
before next year. 

Contract dispute could go to trial
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Companies shifting 
business model to larger 
locations, wider variety 

By erich wagner 

 

 You could be forgiven for 
worrying about an advent of 
food deserts in the Port City. 
With two branches of Giant 
Food closing last month and 
Magruder’s going out of busi-
ness last year, Alexandria ap-
pears to have experienced quite 
the grocery store exodus.
 Not so, said Christina 
Mindrup, vice president of 
commercial real estate at the 
Alexandria Economic Devel-
opment Partnership. The recent 
closings are the result of busi-
ness model changes — which 
chains are embracing simulta-
neously. 
 She said many retailers are 
opting for fewer but larger 
stores, with a one-stop shop 
model akin to many depart-
ment stores.
 “They want to be able to do 
more than just groceries,” Min-
drup said. “They want a bigger 
footprint and more of an urban 
type of grocery store that ca-
ters to smaller blocks of space 
and maximizes the land to do 
things all in one place.”
 According to a 2012 report 
from the Food Marketing In-
stitute, a nationwide associa-
tion of large-scale grocers, the 
shift to fewer brick-and-mortar 
locations is a reaction to con-
sumer trends. Not as many 
people make regular trips to 

their nearest grocery store, in-
stead opting for convenience 
marts, pharmacies and even 
online shopping.
 The move to larger loca-
tions provides a wider variety 
of goods and services to in-
store patrons while catering to 
online shoppers, according to 
the report. 
 “Since packaged goods can 
be bought in a variety of loca-
tions, what will distinguish re-
tailers from other formats are 
the availability of perishables 
(meat, produce and bakery) 
and programs that enhance 

the shopping experience (e.g., 
health and wellness programs, 
cooking demonstrations, inno-
vative ways to make shopping 
more convenient),” the report 
said.
 Giant Food spokesman Ja-
mie Miller said in a statement 
that the recent closings are the 
result of several reasons. The 
company’s reasoning, though, 
falls in line with the market re-
search.
 “This decision was a re-
sult of negative sales trends 
stemming from several fac-
tors, including physical-space 
limitations that restricted our 
ability to offer customers the 

wide selection of merchandise 
they have come to expect from 
Giant,” Miller wrote. “[We] 
consistently seek and review 
opportunities to grow.”
 Mindrup said Giant’s clos-
ings are similar to Saturday’s 
temporary shutting of Safeway 
near Bradlee Center,  which 
will make way for a larger 
store. She said Giant also is in 
the process of expanding its 
location at Alexandria Com-
mons.
 “When we talked to them 
about [the closings], they 
asked, ‘What’s going on?’ with 
other sites close by,” Mind-
rup said. “They’re looking at 

sites to build bigger and better. 
They’re trying to capitalize on 
that more urban fabric.”
 Mindrup also pointed to the 
still-under-construction Har-
ris Teeter in north Old Town 
and noted that another grocery 
chain is in negotiations for the 
space vacated by Magruder’s. 
In the meantime, the Alexan-
dria Economic Development 
Partnership will encourage 
smaller retailers to expand gro-
cery service for residents.
 “We’re talking to the small-
er organization stores, like 
Trader Joe’s and MOM’s, to try 
to fill in some of these smaller 
gaps,” she said.

Grocery store flight only temporary
they want 
to be able 

to do more than 
just groceries. 
they want a bigger 
footprint and more 
of an urban type of 
grocery store that 
caters to smaller 
blocks of space 
and maximizes the 
land to do things 
all in one place.”

- christina Mindrup 
Vice President of 

commerical real estate, 
alexandria economic 

development Partnership 

email comments,  
rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com.

who cares?  
we do.

Potomac Belle Yacht Charters

Located at the Alexandria City Docks

703-868-5566 • www.potomacbelle.com

A Private Yacht for all Occasions!

 Youth 
Sailing Camp

 Ages 8 - 14
(703) 768-0018

www.saildc.com

camp & enrichment directory
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Court will revisit  
Kashif Bashir’s mental 
state in january

By erich wagner 

 

 The cab driver accused of 
shooting an Alexandria Police 
Department officer in the head 
— leaving him grievously in-
jured — was declared mentally 
unfit to stand trial July 11.
 Alexandria Circuit Judge 
James C. Clark made the deci-
sion, which will send 27-year-
old Kashif Bashir to a state 
mental hospital for rehabilita-
tion.
 Bashir is accused of shoot-
ing officer Peter Laboy during 
a traffic stop February 27 at 
the intersection of S. St. Asaph 
and Wilkes streets. Laboy 
was flown to an area hospital 
but has recovered measurably 
since the incident, appearing 
in seemingly good health at an 
awards ceremony for first re-

sponders last month.
 According to The Washing-
ton Post, defense attorney Em-
ily Beckman asked for a psy-
chiatric evaluation of her client 
after he thought that “people 
shape-shifted and communi-

cated with him telepathically.”
 The evaluation leading to 
last week’s decision, written 
by psychologist Anita Boss, re-
mains sealed.

Laboy’s alleged shooter 
declared unfit for trial

Securities o�ered through Securities America, Inc., a Registered Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC and Financial Planning And Advisory Services o�ered through 
Securities America Advisors, Inc., and SEC Registered Investment Advisory Firm, Michael Finnie, Representative.  CommonWealth One Financial Network & 

CommonWealth One Federal Credit Union are not a�liated with the Securities America Companies.  
Not NCUA Insured • No Credit Union Guarantees • May Lose Value.

Call today for your complimentary initial planning consultation
with a financial professional with 25 years of experience.

Michael Finnie
Financial Consultant    (703) 923-8970    

Registered Representative, Securities America, Inc.

michael.�nnie@securitiesamerica.com

Working together to
develop a unique strategy
designed to help see you

through life's uncertainties.

Potomac 
Pirate Cruise

During this 40 minute cruise, 
children of all ages will be 
entertained with music and tales of 
piracy on the Potomac River.  This 
cruise will also feature Alexandria’s 
historic seaport and it’s landmarks.

Reservations are highly 
recommended.  Please go to our 
website www.potomacriverboatco.
com to reserve tickets for you and 
your mates.  Boarding will begin 
15 minutes prior to the tour.
Children must be 

accompanied 
by an adult.

  

Fun for all!
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

15 minutes prior to the tour.15 minutes prior to the tour.
Children must be Children must be 
15 minutes prior to the tour.
Children must be 
15 minutes prior to the tour.15 minutes prior to the tour.
Children must be 
15 minutes prior to the tour.

accompanied accompanied 
by an adult.by an adult.
accompanied 

by an adult.
accompanied accompanied 

by an adult.
accompanied 

JULY 27TH  at 11 AMJULY 

Fun f o r  a l l !

Ask about private 
birthday parties on the 

PIRATE CRUISE!

Potomac Pirate Cruise

P O T O M A C  R I V E R B O A T
C O M P A N Y

  703.684.0580   |   W W W.P O TO M A C R I V E R B O AT C O.C O M 

P O T O M A C  R I V E R B O A T
C O M P A N Y

PRB_PIRATE_CRUISE_5X4a.indd   1 6/24/13   3:33 PM

file photo
Police officer Peter Laboy is recovering after suffering a gunshot 
wound to the head in February. His alleged shooter, Kashif Bashir, 
will undergo mental rehabilitation in a state hospital. 

SEE Bashir | 11
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Laboy’s alleged shooter 
declared unfit for trial

online all the time 
alextimes.com

credit score 
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suers to ask some questions 
and be a little more cautious 
in their due-diligence work,” 
Fuller said.
 The city’s finances are in 
good order, in Fuller’s estima-
tion, with revenues on the rise. 
The major federal ties to Alex-
andria are either self-sufficient, 
in the case of the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, or not 
in danger of budget cuts, in the 
case of the coming National 
Science Foundation.
 “The effort to attract the 
NSF may seem a little incon-
gruous to diversifying [the 
tax base],” he said. “But more 
[importantly], it creates an 
aura that will hopefully make 
Alexandria more attractive to 
private business investment.”
 There is one thing that 
could negatively impact the 
city’s borrowing — ironically, 
the improving economy.
 “It’s something that affects 
the overall municipal [bond] 
market,” Triggs said. “With 
the good news from the [Fed-
eral Reserve] and the fact that 
overall the interest rates on 
homes have gone up in the past 
30 days, those are the things 
that impact us more than the 
negative outlook.”
 City staff continues work-

ing on getting Alexandria’s 
negative outlook removed, but 
Triggs said it likely wouldn’t 
be stripped until uncertainty at 
the federal level goes away.
 “If there’s a good federal 
budget,” she said. “It’s linked 
to the actions of only Moody’s, 
so when they feel the federal 
government is stabilized, [the 
government’s credit rating 
downgrade] will disappear, 
and when that disappears, ours 
disappears.”

we’re 
such a 

good credit that 
last summer 
we [were] 
oversubscribed 
six times. so 
there were six or 
eight bids; there 
was competition 
for those bonds.”

- laura triggs 
acting chief Financial 

officer, city of alexandria  

file photo
Washington’s financial difficulties have again played a role in 
Moody’s decision to give Alexandria’s bond rating a negative out-
look. But city officials say it has not affected interest rates. 
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alexandria, this is 
your tiMes

 The Alexandria Times newspaper provides 

our print and online readers with the most 

comprehensive and localized coverage possible 

in the City of Alexandria, with a political tint 

that being in the shadow of the nation’s capital 

makes inevitable. 

 Whether it’s a shake-up at City Hall or a 

new milkshake at Dairy Godmother, our at-

tention is focused on Alexandria, allowing us 

to bring you a unique mesh of city and com-

munity news that our fair and historic city on 

the Potomac deserves. Don’t worry Alexandria 

— we’ve got you covered.

110 S. Pitt St. 
Alexandria, VA
703-739-0001 
alextimes.com

Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
If you’ve been thinking about moving to the Hermitage, 

now is one of the best times ever. We’re offering special 
incentives on our beautiful featured apartments.

And once you’ve settled in, you’ll discover why many 
people like you have made the move: the chance to experi-
ence a new lifestyle with an array of services and ameni-
ties. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who appreciates the 
freedom from home maintenance and the opportunity to 
participate in clubs and social activities. Our residents also 
rave about our superb dining service, our courteous and 
helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring and security 
that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h
Move into one  
of our featured 
apartments and 

take advantage of   
special incentives, 

saving you  
thousands. 

Call  
703-797-3814  

for details. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  

regulations 
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charged more in fees for small 
construction proposals than 
the cost of the project they 
were undertaking,” said Les-
lie Zupan, secretary of the 
West Old Town Citizens As-
sociation and a member of the 
workgroup tasked with updat-
ing regulations.
 City preservationist Al Cox 
said the altered guidelines — 
combined with city efforts 
over the past few years to 
shift minor modifications to a 
solely administrative process 
— will serve as a windfall to 
residents. Owners of homes 
built after 1932 will experi-
ence a much shorter and more 
lenient process, and everyone 
can use more modern materi-
als when repairing a facade 
that doesn’t face the street.
 Cox said the updated rules 
are simpler and eliminate 
much of the confusion that has 
— until recently — been syn-
onymous with BAR reviews.
 “We deal with 400-some-
thing cases [citywide] a year, 
so it’s much easier to say 
on the phone, ‘If the facade 
faces the street, use histori-
cally appropriate materials,’” 
Cox said. “You can touch and 
feel those as you walk down 
the sidewalks, so those need 
to be authentic. But looking 
through an alley, the sides and 
the back aren’t as important.”
 Zupan said that while 
the workgroup represented 
widespread opinions — from 
keeping everything as-is to 
removing the historic district 
altogether — the final product 
is a commonsense solution.
 “Even the rule changes on 
the side and rear elevations 
are historically based,” she 
said. “Even the grandest of 
houses in Old Town used the 
best materials on the front but 
used secondary materials on 
the sides and back.
 “That’s the way they were 
built. People didn’t invest in 
the finest materials on all sides 
and tended to economize on 

the sides and rear for the same 
reasons that we do.”
 With the home-mainte-
nance process becoming sim-
pler and quicker, Cox said that 
staff must communicate more 
with residents about the up-
dated regulations.
 “There was a lot of misun-
derstanding until recently, and 
mea culpa, the staff deserves 
some of the blame,” Cox said. 
“With 50 percent of people 
moving every five years, your 
audience changes, so you’ve 
got to keep proactively talking 
to the community. We were on 
that treadmill trying to pro-
cess applications all day long, 
and we weren’t doing enough 
outreach.”
 As part of that effort, city 
staff has come up with a pam-
phlet to explain the stream-
lined process. 
 “You can look at your proj-
ect, and say if it’s the front 
elevation and pre-1932, you 
may have to have a full BAR 
review with hearings, or if 
it’s something else, it could 
be staff-only or no review at 
all, sort of a decision tree,” 
Cox said. “And if you don’t 
know how old your house is, 
you can call staff and we have 
a map to help determine what 
you need to do.”
 Why 1932? Cox said that 
the group picked the year for 
two reasons. 
 Historically, 1932 marked 
the bicentennial of George 
Washington’s birth as well as 
the dedications of the George 
Washington Masonic Memo-
rial and the George Washing-
ton Memorial Parkway. 
 And culturally, 1932 start-
ed the shift from traditional 
pre-Industrial residential con-
struction to newer housing 
built for workers involved in 
New Deal programs and the 
pre-World War II military 
buildup.
 Cox said that while the 
update has been preliminar-
ily approved, city council will 
take up the proposal for final 
adoption in September.
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Mayor will host  
public forum with  
NAACP on Saturday

By derricK PerKins 

 

 Mayor Bill Euille expressed 
deep qualms about George Zim-
merman’s acquittal but called for 
residents to use the verdict — 
and the death of Trayvon Martin 
— as a teachable moment.
 “While I respect the deci-
sion by the jury in the Trayvon 
Martin case, I am also troubled 
by the outcome,” Euille said 
in a statement. “Like so many 
Americans, I believe that Tray-
von’s death was a tragedy, and 
while we must always have 
faith in our judicial system, one 
must question how an innocent 
child walking in his neighbor-
hood could end up dead at the 
hands of an armed neighbor-
hood watchman — only for that 

man to be found not guilty by a 
paneled jury.”
 A jury found Zimmerman 
not guilty of second-degree 
murder or a lesser charge of 
manslaughter last week follow-
ing a trial that captured national 
attention. Zimmerman, a neigh-
borhood watch leader, shot Mar-
tin dead in February 2012 after a 
confrontation in a Sanford, Fla., 
gated community.
 Zimmerman said that he 
fired in self-defense. But the 
17-year-old’s death — and the 
hesitance of law enforcement to 
press criminal charges against 
Zimmerman — sparked protests 
across the country. 
 Euille, the city’s first black 
mayor, is joining a string of 
politicians — including Presi-
dent Barack Obama — and civil 
rights leaders in calling for a 
peaceful discussion following 
the verdict. 
 “Rather than becoming more 

frustrated, we must take this time 
to come together to talk about 
how we can overcome this deci-
sion and look forward to a posi-
tive and promising future regard-
ing human and race relations in 
America,” Euille said. 
 To that end, he is organiz-
ing a community forum at the 
Charles Houston Recreation 
Center on Saturday. The event 
— from noon to 1:30 p.m. — is 
being held in conjunction with 
the city’s human rights commis-
sion and local NAACP chapter.
 Euille’s latest calls echo 
those that he made during a vig-
il before Zimmerman’s arrest 
for the shooting. Then donning 
a gray, hooded sweatshirt — an 
homage to the clothing Martin 
wore the night he died — the 
mayor urged residents to “come 
together [in] a united cause to 
advocate for love, respect, race 
relations, [and] civil and human 
rights for everyone.”

Euille urges unity following Zimmerman verdict

file photo
Mayor Bill Euille called for unity and a community discussion 
at a rally last year following the shooting death of Florida 
teen Trayvon Martin. He repeated that call Tuesday. 
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Sunday, July 14th 
Simone marchand singing Edith Piaf songs 

Buy 1 Entrée Get One 

FREE
Dine-in Only 

(except Friday and Saturday)
*Does not include the special du jour. Offer good until 9/13.

Make this the  

summer  
of your  

12-week  
transformation

Strength, cardio and nutritional guidance. 

Start  with  your  PerSonal  trainer  today!

call 703.683.0777 today & receive $225 off
terMS & con ditionS aPPly.  n ew cli entS on ly. 

300 north washington  street, suite 106, alexandria, va 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

 
 Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Bryan Porter said that 
the prosecution did not object to 
Beckman’s request for the order. 
He stressed that it was strictly re-
lated to Bashir’s present inability 
to participate in a trial or assist in 
his defense.
 “We definitely hope to have 
him up here in six months,” 
Porter said. “Obviously, this has 
nothing to do with the question 
of insanity, which is a different 
issue that has not been raised at 
this point.” 
 The judge’s order says that 
if Bashir regains competency 
within the next six months, he 
will return to stand trial.  But if 
he has not been restored by Janu-
ary, the director of the mental 
hospital will make a recommen-
dation as to whether Bashir “re-
mains restorable to competency 
or whether the defendant should 
be released.”
 Beckman did not return calls 
for comment Monday.

Bashir 

FROM | 8
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By Julia Brouillette 

 

 Alexandria’s premier waterfront at-
traction, the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
has opened its doors to the creatively in-
clined from across the country as part of 
the Visiting Artists Program. 
 Now in its fourth year, the program 
lets artists work in one of the Torpedo 
Factory’s 82 studios. For the duration of 
their stay — the program runs through 
next month — participants keep busy 
with art-enrichment events, demonstrat-
ing and discussing their work.
 “[The program] fosters art apprecia-
tion,” said Tanya Davis, a member of the 
Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association. 
“Appreciation of art requires both the 
maker and the viewer. In most places ... 
the hand of the maker is not really evi-
dent.”
 Attracting approximately 500,000 
visitors annually, the art center is open 
to the public and houses more than 165 

visual artists who produce work in a 
wide variety of media, such as: painting, 
ceramics, photography, jewelry, stained 
glass, fiber, printmaking and sculpture. 
 Becoming a visiting artist is a highly 
competitive process. Applicants must 
describe the work that they propose to 
do at the center and provide images of 
completed art pieces to show their ac-
complishments and potential. 
 An independent juror evaluates the 
submissions and selects the finalists. 
Maria Karametou, a mixed-media artist 
and professor at George Mason Univer-
sity, served as this year’s judge. 
 Selected artists bring a diverse set of 
skills, techniques and art forms to the 

Torpedo Factory. The program offers an 
opportunity to interact with the public 
and collaborate with other artists.
 “It helps us to open our artist com-
munity, network and mentor,” Davis 
said. “So it’s very exciting that people 
have come from other states to do this.”
 Susan Emmerson, a visiting artist 
from Bloomington, Ill., uses durable 
paper to create large, elaborate wall 
hangings. One hanging can take several 
months to complete and several hours to 
put up. 
 “I came here with materials and plans, 
and I’ve gotten a fair amount done,” she 
said. “The best part for me has been in-
teracting with other artists and seeing the 
way other people work.”
 Caroline McCatty, an artist from Eng-
land who resides in Clarksville, Md., 
creates narrative images and charac-
ters — mostly inspired by the Medieval 
Christian art of Northern Europe — that 
spring into action with the turn of a crank. 
She enjoys sharing her artwork with the 

scene around town

SEE torPedo Factory | 13

Visiting artists take up shop at Torpedo Factory

courtesy images
Caroline McCatty (left), Susan Emmerson 
(bottom left) and Martha Spak (above) are 
participants in the Torpedo Factory’s Visit-
ing Artists Program. Pictured are projects 
they each completed during their stay at 
the art center.

Annual 
program 

fosters 
collaboration, 

interaction 
with art  

lovers
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July 18

PAWS TO READ — KIDS READ 
TO DOGS Kids, in first through sixth 
grades, can sign up for a 15-minute slot 
to read to a pal. The event is free.
Time: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St. 
Information: 703-746-1702x5

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION 
GROUP The group will discuss “Nuns 
at Luncheon” by Aldous Huxley and 
“Cowboys Are My Weakness” by Pam 
Houston.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: Contact Bill Scouton at 
703-931-3559

July 19 - 20

COMCAST OUTDOOR FILM 
FESTIVAL The city will once again host 
the Comcast Outdoor Film Festival, so 
come and bring a blanket to enjoy free 
movies — “Skyfall” on Friday and “Rise of 
the Guardians” on Saturday.
Time: 8:30 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: 703-746-5592

July 19

INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY PLAY-
GROUP Children learn valuable social 
skills and improve their developmental 
skills through play. Parents and caregiv-
ers will join their child in stimulating ac-
tivities that reinforce physical, cognitive 
and social development. The playgroup 
is free.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Cora Kelly Recreation Center, 
25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: Contact Deatrice Wil-
liams at 703-746-3430 or deatrice.
williams@alexandriava.gov

ALEXANDRIA CITIZENS BAND 
CONCERT Come join the Alexandria 
Citizens Band, the city’s oldest perform-

ing arts organization, in front of City Hall 
and enjoy the wide variety of music, 
including marches, jazz and classical. 
The event is free.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-5592

July 20

CHRISTMAS IN JULY CELEBRA-
TION Santa Claus is coming to Old 
Town a bit early. The Christmas Attic 
and businesses of Union Street will 
co-present the fourth annual Christmas 
in July Celebration, which features ap-
proximately 15 retailers and community 
organizations. They will host a variety of 
festive activities, such as fashion trunk 
shows, food and wine tastings, cookie 
decorating, story time for tots, ornament 
making, an ice cream social, carnival 
fun, and musical entertainment. 
Time: All day
Location: Old Town waterfront, Union 
Street between Cameron and Duke 
streets
Information: 703-548-2829 or www.
christmasattic.com

OLD TOWN FARMERS MARKET 
The market includes local dairy, fish, 
fruits and vegetables. There is free park-
ing in the garage during market hours. 
Time: 7 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

CHAI AND STORIES — A WRIT-
ING WORKSHOP FOR ADULTS 
Come join instructor Sushmita Mazum-
dar for chai tea, relaxing storytelling and 
a chance to express your creativity with 
a handmade book. There is no charge 
for this event, but patrons are encour-
aged to make a tax-deductible donation 
to Living Legends.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: www.alexblackhistory.org

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE 
Come join past and present Living Leg-
ends — as well as board members — and 
organization founder Nina Tisara for the 
exhibition and light refreshments.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: www.alexblackhistory.org

CINEMA DEL RAY Attendees can 
enjoy family movies as well as popcorn, 
candy and beverage sales. The event 
is free.
Time: 8 to 10 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-683-3560 or email 
baileyctrs@comcast.net

July 21

DOGTOPIA CHARITY DOG 
WASH A national dog daycare fran-
chise, Dogtopia hopes to raise $30,000 
for working canines across the country 
and military dogs overseas. Owners can 
bring their dogs in for a bath, then stay 
to enjoy the food and fun. The business 
asks for a $15 per dog wash donation.
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Dogtopia of Alexandria, 3121 
Colvin St.
Information: www.dogdaycare.com

ARLANDRIA CHIRILAGUA FES-
TIVAL This community culture celebra-
tion will include a variety of dance perfor-
mances and musical groups. The festival 
also will feature children’s activities, a 
community service and health fair, and 
displays showcasing traditional arts and 
crafts from South America, Bolivia, Peru 
and Central America. 
Time: Noon to 7 p.m.
Location: Four Mile Run Park, 3700 
Commonwealth Ave.
Information: Contact Ruth Dinzey at 
703-684-5697x308

FREE CUPCAKES Occasionally 
Cake will celebrate its four-year anniver-
sary by handing out one free cupcake 
per person. The business also will do-
nate 25 percent of all sales to the March 
of Dimes as well as collect customer 
donations for the organization.
Time: Noon to 8 p.m.
Location: Occasionally Cake, 207 
King St.
Information: 703-647-9638 or www.
occasionallycake.com

FAMILY DAY — SCIENCE 
BEHIND THE ICE WELL Come 
and tour the historic tavern as Junior 
Docents share their enthusiasm for his-
tory. Let kids be inspired by their peers 
as they visit the tavern where George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson and oth-
ers made history. In addition, see how 
the tavern’s ice well worked, providing 
ice even in the summer. Tickets are $5 
for adults and $3 for children.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or alexan-
driava.gov/gadsbystavern

CIVIL WAR SUNDAY Explore the 
Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War 
Sundays, a showcase of an original May 
26, 1861, edition New York Tribune 
detailing Col. Elmer Ellsworth’s death in 
Alexandria; a Peeps diorama illustrat-
ing Ellsworth’s death; a TimeTravelers 
Passport exhibit featuring the Civil War 
drummer boy; a diorama of a heating 
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Visiting artists take up shop at Torpedo Factory

SEE calendar | 19

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

Avenue Q              7/27 - 8/17

The Tony-Award winning story, Avenue Q, 
centers around Princeton, a recent college 
graduate, ready to take on the world. His 
idealism is shattered when he veers off into an 
altogether different neighborhood. Avenue Q 
is about embracing today’s world and finding 
a circle of friends to help you navigate its 
staggering challenges.  Mature audiences Only.

WASHINGTON SUBURBAN PRESS
THURS 7.18
3-61x8 NS
all.rip-3-61x8.0718.wsp

UNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS AN ORIGINAL FILM /DARK HORSE ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTION A ROBERT SCHWENTKE FILM
JEFF BRIDGES RYAN REYNOLDS “R.I.P.D.” KEVIN BACON MARY-LOUISE PARKER STEPHANIE SZOSTAK CHRISTOPHE BECKMUSIC
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EXECUTIVE
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NEAL H. MORITZ  p.g.a.
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& PHIL HAY & MATT MANFREDISTORY

BY DAVID DOBKIN DIRECTED
 BY ROBERT SCHWENTKE& MATT MANFREDISCREENPLAY
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SOUNDTRACK ON
BACK LOT MUSIC A UNIVERSAL PICTURE

© 2013 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

STARTS FRIDAY, JULY 19
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

community and watching how 
people relate to her characters. 
 “The stories that the general 
public has told me are just so 
wonderful ... so many incred-
ible ideas and things that people 

tell me that I didn’t know,” she 
said. 
 An artist and art instructor 
from Potomac, Md., Martha 
Spak paints beautiful land-
scapes and still-life images. She 
is working on a series of amuse-
ment park-themed paintings. 
 “I love it here. It’s a profes-
sional and creative environ-

ment,” Spak said. “Everyone 
exchanges great information.” 
 Visiting artist demo days 
are free and let the public meet 
the Torpedo Factory’s creative 
guests and learn about their 
methods, materials and back-
grounds. Demo days will occur 
from noon to 4 p.m. on July 20 
and August 17.

torPedo Factory 
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ALEXANDRIA
Readers’ Choice20 13

Misha’s Coffeehouse  
and Roaster

102 S. Patrick St. / 703.548.4089
www.mishascoffee.com

Restaurant Eve
110 S. Pitt St. / 703.706.0450  

www.restauranteve.com

Chadwicks
203 The Strand / 703.836.4442 

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Taverna Cretekou
818 King St. / 703.548.8688  
www.tavernacretekou.com

PX
King St., Find the blue light  

www.eamonnsdublinchipper.com/ 
PX/index.html

Restaurant Eve
110 S. Pitt St. / 703.706.0450  

www.restauranteve.com
Restaurant Eve
110 S. Pitt St. / 703.706.0450  

www.restauranteve.com

Chadwicks
203 The Strand / 703.836.4442   

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Jackson 20 Restaurant 
and Tavern 

480 King St. / 703.842.2790 
www.jackson20.com

Haute Dogs & Fries 
610 Montgomery St. / 703.548.3891  
http://www.hautedogsandfries.com/

The Dairy Godmother 
2310 Mount Vernon Ave.  / 703.683.7767  

www.thedairygodmother.com

Best Coffee shop Best Wine List

Other Favorites  
St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub (2300 Mount Vernon Ave.),  
Buzz Bakery Coffee & Lounge (901 Slaters Lane)

Other Favorites  
Grape & Bean (118 S. Royal St. & 2 E. Walnut St.), 

Cheesetique (2411 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
Jackson 20 Restaurant and Tavern (480 King St.),  

FireFlies (1501 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
Chart House (One Cameron St.),  

Los Tios Grill (2615 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
Restaurant Eve (110 S. Pitt St.),  

The Majestic (911 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Vermillion (1120 King St.),  

BRABO Restaurant (1600 King St.) Other Favorites  
Haute Dogs & Fries (610 Montgomery St.),  

The Majestic (911 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Hard Times Café (1404 King St.), Daniel O’Connell’s  

Restaurant & Pub (112 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Society Fair (277 S. Washington St.), T.J. Stone’s Grill 

House & Tap Room (608 Montgomery St.)

Other Favorites  
Los Tios Grill (2615 Mount Vernon Ave.),  

Austin Grill (801 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Pop’s Old Fashioned Ice Cream (109 King St.),  

Ben & Jerry’s (103 S. Union St.)

Best BrunCh Best patio Dining

Best CoCktaiLs

Best happy hour Best kiD  
frienDLy restaurant

Best iCe Cream/  
frozen yogurt

Best fine Dining
Best restaurant

Best Late night eats

You voted and the results are clear-cut. 
Take a look and see whom your neighbors 
turn to around town for a variety of 
everyday needs. 

Rock It Grill
1319 King St. / 703.739.2274  

www.rockit-grill.com/rockitgrillhome.html

Other Favorites  
Flying Fish Restaurant (815 King St.),  

Los Toltecos (4111 Duke St.)

Best karaoke

FireFlies
1501 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.548.7200  

www.firefliesdelray.com/main

The Birchmere
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.549.7500    

http://birchmere.com/

Other Favorites  
Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub (713 King St.), T.J. Stone’s  

Grill House & Tap Room (608 Montgomery St.)

Other Favorites  
The Little Theatre of Alexandria (600 Wolfe St.),  
Basin Street Lounge at Two Nineteen Restaurant  

(219 King St.)

Best trivia night

Best Live  
performanCe venue
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Torpedo Factory  
Art Center

105 N. Union St. / 703.838.4565    
www.torpedofactory.org

Buzz Bakery Coffee  
& Lounge

901 Slaters Lane / 703.600.2899 
www.buzzbakery.com

Other Favorites  
Principle Gallery (208 King St.),  

Del Ray Artisans (2704 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
Lavender Moon (116 S. Royal St.), Alexandria Pastry 

Shop (3690 H King St., Bradlee Shopping Center)

Best art stuDio/  
gaLLery

Best Bakery/  
CanDy shop

ALEXANDRIA
Readers’ Choice20 13

Caring Hands  
Animal Hospital

295 S. Van Dorn St. / 703.778.2500   
www.caringhandsvet.com

Bugsy’s Pizza  
Restaurant  

and Sports Bar
111 King St. / 703-683-0313   

www.bugsyspizza.com

Olde Towne School  
for Dogs

529 Oronoco St. / 703.836.7643   
www.otsfd.com

Founders Park
351 N. Union St.  

www.tavernacretekou.com

Potomac West  
Interiors &  

Antique Gallery
1517 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.519.1911   

www.potomacwestantiques.com

Aquilano Salon
712 N. Washington St. / 703.683.0755  

www.aquilanoartistry.com

Mint Condition  
Consignment  

Boutique 
103 S. Saint Asaph St. / 703.836.6468   

www.shopmintcondition.com

Mount Vernon Trail 

Other Favorites  
Del Ray Animal Hospital (524 E. Mount Ida Ave.), Belle 
Haven Animal Medical Centre (1221 Belle Haven Road)

Other Favorites  
T.J. Stone’s Grill House & Tap Room (608 Montgomery 
St.), Joe Theismann’s Restaurant (1800 Diagonal Rd.)

Other Favorites  
Hairy Situations Dog Grooming  

(1561 Potomac Greens Dr.), Barkley Square

Other Favorites  
Oronoco Bay Park (100 Madison St.),  

Ben Brenman Park (4800 Brenman Park Drive)

Other Favorites  
Reunions (1709 Centre Plaza),  

Trojan Antiques (1100 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Anne Welsh Salon (2100 Mount Vernon Ave.),  

Frizzles Salon & Spa (534 John Carlyle St.)

Other Favorites  
Diva Designer Consignment (116 S. Pitt St.),  

Current Boutique (1009 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Holmes Run Scenic Easement, Waterfront Path

Best pet groomer

Best Consignment 
Boutique

Best antique shop

Best nonprofit - 
alexandria Police 
youth camp

 “I nominate the 
Alexandria Police 
Youth Camp as the 
BEST nonprofit! The 
amazing experience 
the kids have, the 
whole way camp is 
run - life changing 
for kids.”

Best consignment 
Boutique –  
Mint condition

“I nominate 
Mint Condition 
consignment 
boutique. A great 
and friendly place. 
Bargain designer 
everything.”

Best Kid Friendly 
establishment & 
Best Fast casual 
restaurant –  
haute dogs & Fries

“Best hot dogs I’ve 
had in a long time.  
Fries are consistently 
great. We go there 
about once a week.”

Sugar House Day Spa  
& Salon

111 N. Alfred St. / 703.549.9940   
www.sugarhousedayspa.com

Fit One
814 N. Saint Asaph St. / 703.548.2223    

http://www.fitonestudio.com/

Your Dog’s  
Best Friends

2000-A Jefferson Davis Hwy. / 703.566.1111    
www.yourdogsbestfriends.com

Other Favorites  
Fountains Day Spa (422 S. Washington St.),  

Serenity Day Spa (209 Madison St.)

Other Favorites  
Fitness on the Run (109 S. Alfred St.),  

River’s Edge Yoga (300 Montgomery St.)

Other Favorites  
Dogtopia of Alexandria (3121 Colvin St.), 

 A Dog’s Day Out (403-B Swann Ave.)

Best spa

Best exerCise/  
fitness stuDio

Best pet BoarDing

Best pLaCe  
to WatCh sports

Best park

Best WaLking/  
Bike path

Best hair saLon

Best vet

Your Votes 
+ Quotes
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Haute Dogs & Fries
610 Montgomery St. / 703.548.3891    
http://www.hautedogsandfries.com/

Why Not?
200 King St. / 703.548.4420

Sue Goodhart
109 S. Pitt St. / 703.525.1900    

www.suegoodhart.com

The Wag Pack
703.537.0527    

www.thewagpack.com

Burke & Herbert
Multiple locations / 703.684.1655    
www.burkeandherbertbank.com

Best fast  
CasuaL restaurant

Other Favorites  
Eamonn’s A Dublin Chipper (728 King St.),  

Holy Cow (2312 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
Pink and Brown (1212 King St.),  

The Purple Goose (2005 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
McEnearney Associates (109 S. Pitt St.), Prudential  
PenFed Realty (300 N. Washington St., Suite 100)

Other Favorites  
doggiewalker.com (The Carriage House, 708 Pendleton 

St.), Alexandria Pet Care (P.O. Box 2711, 22301)

Other Favorites  
Virginia Commerce Bank (multiple locations),  

PNC Bank (multiple locations)

Best ChiLDren’s  
store

Best Bank/ 
CreDit union

Best reaLtor

Best pet sitter/  
WaLker

ALEXANDRIA
Readers’ Choice20 13

King’s Jewelry
609 King St. / 703.549.0011  

www.kingsjewelry.net

The Shoe Hive
127 S. Fairfax St. / 703.548.7105  

www.store.theshoehive.com

Other Favorites  
Today’s Cargo (1102 King St.),  

Mystique Jewelers (211 The Strand)

Other Favorites  
Bishop Boutique (815-B King St.),  
Comfort One Shoes (201 King St.)

Best shoe store

Coco Blanca
210 S. Union St. / 703.535.8002 

www.cocoblanca.com

Lowe’s Home  
Improvement

6750 Richmond Hwy. / 703.765.8011    
www.lowes.com

Helen Olivia
128 N. Pitt St. / 703.548.2848    

www.helenolivia.com

Jack Taylor  
Alexandria Toyota 

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy / 877.726.9629 
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Other Favorites  
Hysteria (125 S. Fairfax St.),  

Periwinkle (1557 Potomac Greens Dr.)

Other Favorites  
Tchoupitoulas (210 N. Lee St.),  

Stuart Nordin (101 S. Saint Asaph St.)

Other Favorites  
The Enchanted Florist (139 S. Fairfax St.), The Virginia 

Florist (1632 Belle View Blvd. & 7908 Fort Hunt Rd.)

Other Favorites  
Lindsay Lexus of Alexandria (3410 King St.),  

Alexandria Hyundai (1707 Mount Vernon Ave)

Best JeWeLry store

Best home store

Best fLorist

Coco Blanca
210 S. Union St. / 703.535.8002 1   

www.cocoblanca.com

Alexandria Police  
Youth Camp

571.221.4828    
www.alexpyc.org

Other Favorites  
Del Ray Variety (203 E. Custis Ave.),  

Haute Dogs & Fries (610 Montgomery St.)

Other Favorites  
King Street Cats (25 Dove St.),  

Community Lodgings (3912 Elbert Ave. #108)

Best neW Business

Best nonprofit

Best CLothing  
Boutique

Best Car DeaLership

Best realtor –  
sue goodhart

“Hands down: Sue 
Goodhart is the 
best local Realtor, 
both professionally 
and personally.”

Best Vet –  
caring hands 
animal hospital

“I nominate 
Caring Hands 
Animal Hospital of 
Alexandria! They 
always give my 
three cairn terriers 
excellent care each 
time we visited. 
The doctors and 
entire staff are to 
be commended for 
the outstanding 
job they do. I truly 
appreciate the care 
and attention they 
show as soon as 
you enter the door. 
Also, when we lost 
our female this 
past February, the 
sensitivity and 
guidance during 
this emotional end 
of life planning was 
exceptional.  You 
cannot choose a 
better veterinary 
clinic in all of 
Alexandria to take 
your pets to!”

Your Votes 
+ Quotes
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To feature your store in  

Let’s Eat 
call Alexandria Times  

at 703-739-0001. 

Le Refuge
Where you can 
experience the tastes 
and ambiance of a 
paris cafe Without leaving 
the city limits.

Serving Country French Cuisine since 1983

127 N. Washington St.
703.548.4661
WWW.lerefugealexandria.com

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated

Outdoor 
patio open 
lunch and 

dinner!

Happy Hour 
7 Days a Week from 4-7

SpecialS on wingS, draft beer and wine

let’s eat
 This week started with Bastille 
Day — which is France’s national 
holiday — so it only makes sense 
to feature Alexandria’s own Bas-
tille Restaurant. 
 The 1201 N. Royal St. eatery 
has it all: first-rate food, a tasteful-
ly decorated setting, plenty of free 
parking and a fantastic location in 
the heart of Old Town. Husband-
and-wife duo Christophe and Mi-
chelle Poteaux own and operate 
Bastille, also acting as chefs and 
developing an extensive following 
across the region and country at the 
same time.
 Meals are mouth-wateringly 
scrumptious at the award-winning 
eatery. The quality, taste and pre-
sentation is perfect with every-
thing on the menu, which takes 
advantage of the finest seafood and 

meats in any given season.
 The summer menu offers an ar-
ray of tempting choices, like the 
pan-roasted Scottish organic salm-
on filet with caper-lemon brown 
butter sauce or the Maine lobster 
and local sea scallops. The From 
the Land selections include Amish 
chicken roasted whole, the Hudson 
Valley Moullard duck with grilled 
local peaches and the Smith Mead-
ow Farm beefburger. And don’t 
forget about the risotto, which a 
Bastille patron called amazing, 
saying, “I would lick the dish if I 
could.”
 Bastille follows up its main 
courses with amazing summer des-
sert selections. Come and taste the 
Valrhona chocolate truffle cake, 
blueberry and lemons, or the local 
peach tatin. 

 Along with the delicious dish-
es, Bastille has exclusive bar spe-
cials worth checking out from 5:30 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day. The restaurant also has a new 
cocktail menu and well-priced 
wines by the glass. In fact, the en-
tire wine menu complements the 
entrees, without breaking the bank.
 So come try the summer spe-
cials at Bastille and see first-hand 
the beautiful restaurant and food 
that Christophe and Michelle Pote-
aux have created. Or just drop by 
for a drink and indulge in a delec-
table dessert. Either way, you will 
leave smiling.

  For more information, 
call 703-519-3776 or visit www.

bastillerestaurant.com.

Bastille Restaurant boasts summer specials

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE every Sunday & Monday

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

1201 North Royal Street Alexandria, VA   703-519-3776  
www.bastillerestaurant.com  

French Cuisine 
Artisan cocktails & wine

Bastille
a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria times
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THE RUNDOWN Alexandria Aces catcher Nick Collins chases down Tyler Carroll of the Herndon Braves in 
the second game of the Aces’ Sunday doubleheader. Collins, a Cal Ripken League All Star, tagged Carroll out 
on the play, and the Aces went on to win the game, 11-5. They split the doubleheader, falling to the Braves, 
2-1, in the first game. The Aces sit in third place with an 18-12 record this season. 

Rowing program teaches 
residents about water 
sport

By erich wagner 

 

 This summer, more than 130 
Alexandria residents — young 
and old — have been acquaint-
ing themselves with some new 
terminology: the coxswain, the 
catch and sculling.
 The Alexandria Summer 
Crew program teaches adults 
and children about rowing as 
well as helps them improve 
their skills on the Potomac 
River. Participants rise before 
dawn each morning for row-
ing instructions and practice, 
with special attention on “the 
catch,” the pivotal point dur-

ing a stroke where the rower 
straightens their legs and slides 
oars into the water.
 “[The catch] is some-
thing we work on every day,” 
said program director Lexye 
Hearding in a statement.  “It’s 
like blocking and tackling in 
football — a critical skill upon 
which success in the sport de-
pends. And that’s really the 
whole purpose of summer 
crew: to teach the basics, im-
prove on technique and build a 
better understanding of rowing 
in Alexandria.”
 Hearding, a former T.C. 
Williams crew member, said 
the program has been a hub for 
budding rowers to hone their 
skills. This year, in addition 
to Alexandria students, repre-

sentatives from other area high 
schools — like West Potomac, 
Bishop Ireton, Georgetown 
Visitation and Mount Vernon 
— have participated in the pro-
gram.
 “We also try to have fun, 
which isn’t hard to do when 
you’re out on the water with 
the sun coming up and the only 
sound you hear is the rhythm 
of the oars,” she said. “I’ve 
seen a lot of good friendships 
created on the Potomac over 
the years, along with a lot of 
good rowers, too.” 
 The summer program 
comes to a close with the annu-
al Blue Plains Sprints, a regatta 
featuring a series of races for 
participants to test their mettle, 
on August 3.

Crew clinic on the Potomac

Sponsored by
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Canine Cruise

JULY 20TH
“CHRISTMAS IN JULY” 

10:30 AM

AUGUST 8TH
“PET FASHION WEEK CRUISE” 

7:00 PM & 8:00 PM
     Note:  Dogs must be on a 6 ft. flat leash.  Retractable leashes are not permitted.

    
Reservations are highly 

  recommended.  Please go to 
our website to reserve tickets.

P o t o m a c  R i v e R b o a t 
c o m P a n y

P o t o m a c  R i v e R b o a t 
c o m P a n y

 703.684.0580   |   w w w.p o to m a c r i v e r b o at c o.c o m 

This fun and unique Canine Cruise includes a 40 
minute tour of Alexandria’s Seaport.  All 

are invited, with or without 
a four legged friend.  The 

dog rides free but the 
human must pay for 
their ride.

PRB_Doggy_CRUISE_5X4.indd   1 7/8/13   2:09 PM

www.AlexandriaAnimals.org/Calendar

system constructed in Alexandria to 
warm Civil War hospital tents during the 
winter of 1861; a cocked-and-loaded 
Wickham musket discarded in a privy 
during the 1860s; and an exhibit on the 
Lee Street site during the Civil War. The 
event is free.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

CULINARY ARTS MONTH — 
SUNDAY FILM FESTIVAL Come 
watch “Ratatouille,” which is rated G. 
The moving showing is free.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN 
PHILHARMONIC ASSOCIATION 
CONCERT The event will feature folk 
and art songs by William Grant Still, 
Vaughn Williams, Bartok, Gordon Jacob 
and Saint Saëns.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.wmpamusic.org

VOLUNTEER FAIR The Old Town 
Community Development Corp. will 
sponsor a Volunteer Fair, so come and 
learn about programs in Alexandria 
where your time, talent, and gifts are in 
high demand.
Time: 4 to 7 p.m.
Location: Sixteenth Tabernacle, 634 
N. Patrick St.
Information: 202-412-2692 or email 
sistheory@hotmail.com

July 24

CHILDREN’S BOOK SALE 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Beatley 
Central Library, the book sale will offer 
hardcover books for $1 and paperbacks 
for 50 cents.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

CANAL CENTER PLAZA CON-
CERT This noon concert by Anthony 
“Swamp Dog” Clark will feature blues 
music. The event is free.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Canal Center Plaza, 44 Canal 
Center Plaza
Information: 703-746-5592

July 25

MUSIC AT TWILIGHT CONCERT 
The Alexandria Harmonizers, the interna-
tional champion men’s barbershop cho-
rus, will provide a musical performance. 
There is lawn seating, so bring a blanket 
or folding chair to enjoy the music. The 
event is free.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-746-5592

JANE AUSTEN DANCE CLASS In 
preparation for the Jane Austen Ball on 
August 11, learn 18th-century English 
country dancing from expert dance 
instructors. Reservations are recom-
mended; tickets cost $12.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

July 26

KING STREET CATS THEATER 
NIGHT FUNDRAISER Local cat 
orphanage King Street Cats will host 
its highly successful seventh annual 
Theater Night fundraiser. This entertain-
ing event will feature “Avenue Q: The 
Musical” and raise money to support 
the orphanage’s goals of finding loving 
homes for all cats and kittens in its care. 
Tickets are $40 in advance or $50 at 
the door; all ticket purchases and dona-
tions are tax deductible. 
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
600 Wolfe St.
Information: www.kingstreetcats.org

ROCK IN THE PARK: BON JOVI 
TRIBUTE BAND Come rock out with 
Living on a Bad Name, a Bon Jovi tribute 
band. The dynamic, high-energy band 
comes from Massachusetts with set 
lists comprised of the hits, ballads and 
hidden gems of Bon Jovi from 1983 
through today.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: 703-746-3960

July 27

FRIENDSHIP SUMMERTIME 
STORY TIME Come learn about 
firefighting 200 years ago. At Friendship 
Summertime Story Time, children age 6 
and older and their caregivers will enjoy 
stories about firefighting, take a special 
tour of the historic firehouse, participate 
in a bucket brigade and ring the fire bell. 
The event costs $4 per child.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse Mu-
seum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or email 
friendship@alexandriava.gov

MEDITATION WORKSHOP Come 

learn relaxation techniques during this 
guided workshop.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m. 
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

T.C. WILLIAMS CLASS OF ’73 
40TH-YEAR REUNION Along 
with this banquet, there will be events 
throughout the weekend. 
Time: 6 to 11:30 p.m.
Location: The Carlyle Club, 411 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: Email VickiTCW73@aol.
com or visit tcwilliams73.com

BILL STAINES Focus Music will pres-
ent folk singer/songwriter Bill Staines, 
who has spent five decades on the road 
singing his songs and entertaining audi-
ences. Tickets are $18 general and $15 
in advance.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 
8531 Riverside Road
Information: 703-380-3151 or www.
focusmusic.org

GABRIEL KELLEY The artist will 
open for Bob Schneider at the Birch-
mere. Gabriel Kelley’s debut album, 
“It Don’t Come Easy,” is a reflection of 
his life experiences, spanning from his 
childhood in rural Georgia to his days 
as a professional songwriter working 
on Nashville’s “Music Row.” Tickets are 
$25.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 Mount 
Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or www.
birchmere.com

July 28

DUCT TAPE DRESS FORM 
WORKSHOP Come learn how to 
create a personalized dress form and 
take proper measurements. This class 
costs $70.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: fibre space, 1219 King St.
Information: 703-664-0344 or www.
fibrespace.com
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By elaine MarKoutsas

 Atmospheric and ethereal, 
some images defy references. 
There are unlikely patchwork 
montages, graphically arrest-
ing, which reference a colorful 
range of intricately patterned 
silk scarves. Watercolor ab-
stractions in intense hues are 
spellbinding. Blooms of dahl-
ias evoking more psychedelic 
than natural colors are explo-
sive. Mega-scale, mural-sized 
photos are crisp and realistic. 
Brushstrokes and drips of paint 
may, in fact, be real. 
 This is the world of the to-
day’s most creative wallpaper 

design. It’s a modern move-
ment with deep roots in nos-
talgia, both in history and in 
imagery. 
 Technological advances, 
including ink-jet printing, have 
opened a new world of scale, 
color and technique, one that 
has been happily embraced by 
artisans, many of whom have 
been trained in fine arts, graph-
ic design and photography. 
 In an ongoing effort to push 
the envelope with unique sur-
face coverings, in recent years 
we’ve seen an uptick in the 
use of leather, skin and more 
unconventional materials such 
as metal, resin, beads, shells 

and even Swarovski crystals, 
which add dimension as well 
as texture and sheen. One Lon-
don-based company, Meystyle, 
even embeds LED lights into 
its sophisticated patterns. 
 Pattern certainly has played 
a pivotal role in dimensional or 
textural examples. But perhaps 
the most excitement these days 
is in the imagery itself -- in 
traditional silk screens, hand-
painting, and digital and print 
technology. 
 And these days, there is so 
much more than meets the eye. 
There’s a mix of sophistication, 
serendipity and wit at play with 
the creative process.

 The latest collection from 
Trove, for example, features 
ethereal looks with names 
such as Nimbus, which evokes 
puffy clouds, and Heze, which 
features abstracted circles. For 
partners Jee Levin and Ran-
dall Buck, the design was a 
new, experimental adventure. 
The two created the images by 
making a series of paintings 
with flashlights and fiber-optic 
toys, exposing light to different 
photographic papers.
 “It’s playfully lightheart-
ed,” says Jee Levin, who says 
the concept was inspired by 
New York City street fairs. 
“We started seeing weird, odd 

toys, like bracelets and wands. 
We thought, ‘Let’s play with 
those and use them as an un-
conventional art tools.’ So we 
gathered the pieces, brought 
them into a darkroom, used a 
variety of photographic pa-
pers and exposed light at dif-
ferent speeds. The experiment 
involved time, light and color. 
We learned that red does not 
actually expose light to the pa-
per, and you can see interrup-
tions in the patterning, sort of 
gestural brushstrokes. Color 
was the process, not just in-
forming the process.”
 Look closely at the patterns 

SEE wallPaPer | 21

at home
Wall art: Modern coverings aren’t your 
grandma’s wallpaper any more

hoMe oF the weeK

photos/mcenearney associates
Handsome brick colonial with inviting side porch. (Right) Fabulous heated pool with automatic cover.

 This spacious brick Colo-
nial is surrounded by a beau-
tifully landscaped yard with 
heated pool and outdoor en-
tertaining area. 
 The hallway entry opens 
to the formal living room with 
fireplace as well as the dining 
room with dental moldings 
and wainscoting. The large 
kitchen features a granite 
breakfast bar and connects 
with the family room, which 
has a brick hearth fireplace 
and access to an inviting side 
porch and fenced yard. 
 The upper level — with 

four bedrooms and two baths 
— includes a large master 
suite with fireplace, Car-
rera marble bath, walk-in 
closet and cantilevered deck 
overlooking the pool. Huge 
lower level features recre-
ation room with fireplace, 
game room with kitchenette 
and half bath with access to 
the yard. Home office/guest 
room with full bath has pri-
vate outside access. 
The Jefferson Park home also 
resides in a fantastic location, 
convenient to schools, parks, 
Del Ray and Old Town.

ADVERTORIAL

jefferson Park residence is downright gorgeous

At a Glance:
Location: 514 Fontaine Ave., 
Alexandria, VA 22302
Neighborhood: Jefferson Park

Price: $1,100,000
Bedrooms: 4/5
Baths: 3.55
Built: 1939

Parking: Off-street
Fireplaces: 4 
Contact: Christine Garner, of Weichert Realtors,  
at 703-587-4855 or www.ChristineGarner.com
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in Alyse Solomon’s wall cover-
ings and you may begin to rec-
ognize elements. What they re-
semble may be anything from 
embroidery to pointillistic art 
to pixilations. One study of red 
lilies, composed on a ground of 
leaves that look as if they have 
been cut out of paper and set in, 
takes on a whole different vibe 
with a shift of color to fuchsia 
on olive, where you get lost in 
stylized pattern. 
 Solomon combines a back-
ground in graphic and textile 
design with photography. “I al-
ways create pattern and texture 
and color through the camera,” 
she says.
 So the artistry has really 
given a boost to rethinking the 
wall in interiors.
 “People are using wallpaper 
as a kind of artistic statement,” 
says Shanan Campanaro, cre-
ative director and founder of 
Eskayel, a company based in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. “It’s less ex-
pensive than a giant piece of 
art. You can use it as an accent 
rather than everywhere.”
 Or what is now often re-
ferred to as “the feature wall.”
 “You can create an atmo-
sphere that dominates a room,” 
says Carl Robinson, creative 
director for Wallquest. Robin-
son’s father was a wallpaper 
maker in England. “A mural 

is unlike regular wallpaper, a 
faux-finished or plain wall.” Its 
impact, even at elevated price 
tags of several hundred dollars 

per roll, is less expensive than 
a piece of fine art.
 Some companies, like the 
Los Angeles-based Black 
Crow Studios, actually oper-
ate in bespoke products -- to-
tally custom. So they pride 
themselves on hand-painted 
coverings without repeats that 
cover entire walls in grand 
scale.
 “Interior design is evolving, 
becoming a little more mini-
malist and graphic at the same 
time,” says Alyse Solomon. 
“With (the graphic papers) 
you can take a space and cre-
ate an amusing, unique envi-
ronment that you walk in and 
find fascinating. A lot of hotels 
now choose one wall in the 
lobby and paper it,” which she 
says substitutes for a framed 
piece of art.
 Complexity, richness of pat-
tern, even a bit of whimsy are 
part of Solomon’s repertoire. 
One paper titled Edgeless 
looks like a miniprint. Look 
closely and a beach scene is 
revealed in black and white 
with vivid orange splashes 
of cushions. A paper at Flat 
Vernacular, an explosion of 
disparate objects to create pat-
tern, is amusingly called Lots 
of Stuff. Another company, 
Flavor Paper, actually created 
a custom toile depicting vi-

gnettes of Brooklyn for Mike 
Diamond of the Beastie Boys.
 “Wallpaper adds depth and 

personality to a room,” says 
designer Frances Merrill, own-
er of Reath Design in Los An-
geles. “I love to mix patterns 
and wallpaper is another op-
portunity to do that.” Her own 
tastes run the gamut from “old 
fashioned looking” to very 
modern.
 Some actually attribute the 
hip factor of today’s wallpaper 
to nostalgia. “People feel they 
want to be connected to some-
thing in their memory,” says 
Chris Sotz, head of home buy-
ing for the Philadelphia-based 
retailer Anthropologie. “Ev-
erybody grew up with wallpa-
per in their mother’s or grand-
mother’s home, so they’re 
really drawn to the sense of 
familiar, a reminder of another 
time.”
 At the same time, technol-
ogy has made the medium 
more modern, especially with 
graphic kaleidoscopic patterns 
or intriguing designs whose 
subjects are ambiguous.
 “People are drawn to the 
idea of customization and in-
dividuality more than ever,” 
says Sotz. Anthropologie has 
been featuring wall coverings 
and murals for several years, 
from European and U.S.-based 
companies as well as in-house 
designs. “Five years ago, we 
always had the powder room 
discussion -- about papering 
a small room that you didn’t 
necessarily spend a lot of time 

in. But we’re embracing larger 
spaces now and that’s really 
impacted the way we think 
about scale. We can create in-
credible accent walls.
 “People are so exposed to 
everything out there -- on Pin-
terest and Instagram -- amaz-
ing designs from artists big and 
small. Wall covering is a great 
way to create a big impact.”
 One in-house design called 
Grand Bazaar was inspired by 
buyer trips to Turkey and Mo-
rocco. “In Turkey, at the Blue 
Mosque, there were all these 
amazing tiles and Islamic art 
patterns, kind of fading away. 
It was almost like a watercolor. 
In Morocco, there were about 
35 rugs laid out on the ground. 
We mixed the two images to 
create the pattern.”
 Subtext for many boutique 
as well as conventional wall-
covering makers today is an 
emphasis on eco-friendly, from 
papers (from recycled sources 
or well-managed renewable 
forests, some certified by the 
Forest Stewardship Council) to 
inks (water-based) to manage-
ment of residual inks and water.
 “I love that people are em-
bracing (wallpaper),” says 
Soltz of the newer bolder pa-
pers. “It takes a bold person to 
wallpaper a wall.”
 Walls may not talk, but 
these days they’re likely to be 
the source of a lot of conversa-
tions.

wallPaPer 
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photo/trove 
Working in a darkroom, Jee Levin 
and Randall Buck used flash-
lights and fiber-optic toys to cre-
ate a circular motif called Heze, 
letting the light filter in and out 
to abstract the form. The resul-
tant blurring alludes to ink and 
watercolor; even more arresting 
is an oversized scale of 12 feet 
high by 67 inches wide with no 
vertical repeat. The pattern is 
available on a variety of materi-
als including Silver, a matte foil 
wallpaper; FSC-certified printed 
wood veneer; PVC-free commer-
cial grade Redeux; and shimmer-
ing, embossed Marquee. 

Come by The Lamplighter 

and see how this beautiful 

candlestick lamp can  

add additional beauty to 

your home. 

Our solid brass candlestick is a great 
addition to your home! Giving you 
the flexibility of a 3-way light, its 
perfect for illuminating any room in 
your home. 

It has a graceful handle that mimics 
the candlesticks used long ago. This 
candlestick can come in shiny brass, 
antique brass, dark bronze & nickel.

1207 King Street, Alexandria VA 22314 • 703-549-4040 • lamplighterlamps.com
www.alextimes.com
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our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your Views

A historic step forward 
for City Hall 
 It’s been a while since we covered the once-onerous his-
toric preservation regulations Parker-Gray residents faced be-
fore undertaking home repairs or improvement projects. So 
we are happy to report that City Hall is making life easier for 
west Old Town homeowners. 
 We learned about the burden the regulations — enforced 
by the board of architectural review — put on residents in 
2011. At that time, we were introduced to Bradley King, a 
homeowner who thought he was improving his neighbor-
hood’s aesthetics by tearing down a rusty fence. 
 Unfortunately, doing so ran afoul of the city’s byzantine 
guidelines. The board hauled King in for a review, ultimately 
absolving him, but he still faced a $250 appearance fee. For 
his troubles, he received a nine-page report detailing the his-
toric nature of his fence.
 There have been other horror stories, but King’s — his 
home, a common-looking row house, was built in 1955 — 
stood out as a perfect example of historic preservation run 
amok. 
 Need another example? William Cromley, owner of the 
former Carver Nursery School along North Fayette Street, 
sought the board’s permission for expanding the building be-
fore selling the property. Doing so, he said earlier this year, 
would ease the minds of prospective buyers who feared going 
before the board. 
 That the board and regulations have become synonymous 
with headaches is an assertion we doubt even city staff would 
contest. 
 Indeed, it seems City Hall understood exactly that when 
preservation staff teamed up with residents to find common-
sense compromises and streamline the process for board ap-
proval. Earlier this month, the planning commission signed 
off on the changes, sending them before city council for final 
adoption. 
 And we hope our top elected officials will do so at their 
earliest opportunity. 
 The details of the overhaul are too many to mention here, 
but they represent a big step forward for homeowners and 
City Hall. Going forward, homeowners will have an easy-
to-understand guide, which spells out what level of approval 
they need for a house project. And they’ll know from the be-
ginning whether they need to use historically appropriate ma-
terials or whatever they can get cheap at a hardware store.
 For easing regulations in the Parker-Gray Historic District, 
making the retained rules more understandable and working 
with residents to reach consensus, we give City Hall two big 
thumbs up. This effort, even more so than the What’s Next 
Alexandria initiative, shows officials are learning how to bet-
ter respond to resident concerns.

To the editor:
 I am a resident of Alexan-
dria, and I am deeply offended 
by the “Sambo” caricature of 
President Barack Obama (edi-
torial cartoon, June 20). And 
yes, he also is your president 
as we only have one at a time 
in the United States. 
 I am 77 years old, a so-
called black American tax-

payer and retired U.S. govern-
ment employee. You may not 
agree with President Obama, 
but you do not have to deni-
grate him. Whatever happened 
to free and fair press? You are 
quick to talk about freedom of 
press, but where is my free-
dom to respect my president? 
 You have taken liberties 
that should not be allowed. 

This is not freedom. This is 
denigration of a person who 
you do not like.
 We are all American. I did 
not vote for former President 
George W. Bush, but I respect-
ed him as our leader when he 
was in the White House. 

- Joan C. Johnson 
Alexandria

To the editor:
 Responding to the Alex-
andria Times article “From 
T.C to TJ?,” June 27, how 
dare school board member Pat 
Hennig denigrate the bright 
and achieving students of T.C. 
Williams by saying, “... to be 
honest with you, I don’t know 
that we’d have 14 kids pass 
the entrance exam” at Thomas 
Jefferson High School for Sci-
ence and Technology.

 Our rising T.C. 10th-grad-
er took it as an insult and said 
there are at least 35 kids in 
her honors courses who could 
pass the test or at least would 
like a shot at it.
 I agree with Hennig that 
lots of kids are “not doing 
that well” and know that it’s a 
serious problem. But are you 
really ready to count our best 
and brightest out before they 
get up to bat?

 Lack of ambition and con-
fidence by this school district 
might be the real problem, 
as her attitude shows. Hen-
nig owes our kids an apology 
at the very least — and I bet 
some eighth-graders would 
love to prove her wrong.

- Kert Davies
Alexandria

Cartoon lampooning the president went too far

Don’t count out T.C.’s best and brightest too early
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Don’t count out T.C.’s best and brightest too early

Proper markings could have made the 
difference between first and second place

Comment in support of police 
officers’ actions doesn’t hold water

To the editor:
 This is an open letter 
to the school board: You 
will be pleased to know 
that Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools students per-
formed well at the Hershey 
Track and Field Games on 
June 22. 
 The 4x100 team from 
Mount Vernon Recre-
ation Center was barely 
edged out for first place. 
The team from Charles 
Houston Recreation Cen-
ter finished in third place. 
And an Alexandria student 
took first place in the long 
jump. They all should be 
commended.
 But it’s what happened 
before the race that is the 
purpose of this letter. Days 
prior to the race, the ath-
letes looked for a place to 
practice. They went to the 
George Washington Mid-
dle School track and — 
faced with appalling con-

ditions — were unable to 
practice there. They went 
to T.C. Williams, only to 
find the school was host-
ing a large function that 
left the parking lot full. 
 They then went to 
Francis Hammond Middle 
School, which is the only 
other location in the entire 
city with a running track. 
While the track was in ex-
cellent condition, a lack of 
regulation markings pre-
vented them from practic-
ing the baton handoff cru-
cial to a relay race. 
 Nonetheless, they made 
do with what they had and 

went on to proudly repre-
sent themselves and the 
city. Would a properly 
marked running track have 
been able to make up the 
less than one-second dif-
ference between the win-
ner and second place? 
 We will never know, 
but hopefully future track 
athletes will not have to 
ask and the running track 
at Francis Hammond will 
receive the regulation 
markings it needs and de-
serves.

- Gary Carr
Alexandria

To the editor:
 I am compelled to re-
spond to the comment 
written by “James n.” on 
the Alexandria Times’ 
website and subsequently 
published in the print edi-
tion (“From the web,” July 
11) in which he criticized 
“a police watch group ... 
when they have no expe-
rience in police work or 
such types of stressful situ-
ations.” 
 In his comment, James 
readily admits that: “Most 
of the officers did not have 
a clear shot at [Taft Sell-
ers].” This in itself would 
dictate the officers used 
poor judgment in firing 
their weapons when they 
knowingly did not have a 

clear shot at him.
 The Alexandria Police 
Department’s standard 
policies and procedures 
should prohibit the firing 
of their weapons in such 
a haphazard manner. If 
not a policy or procedure, 
it should be implemented 
immediately. 
 Now to James’ com-
ment that “it’s ridiculous 
a police watch group can 
criticize the police when 
they have no experience in 
police work and such types 
of stressful situations.” 
Here again, I am com-
pelled to bring to his at-
tention that during my ca-
reer as a homicide/robbery 
squad detective with the 
Washington, D.C., Metro-

politan Police Department, 
I was involved in two 
shooting cases in which it 
was necessary for us to use 
deadly lethal force to shoot 
and kill persons who were 
armed and pointing loaded 
weapons at us. In both in-
stances, not all officers on 
the scene fired their weap-
ons because of their inabil-
ity to have a clear shot at 
the victims. 
 I do hope James will 
recognize his faulty ac-
count of this matter.

- Nicholas R. Beltrante
Executive director, Vir-

ginia Citizens Coalition 
for Police Accountability

while the track was in excellent 
condition, a lack of regulation 

markings prevented them from 
practicing the baton handoff crucial to 
a relay race.” 

Senior Corner
with MaryAnn Griffin

 There was good news earlier 
this month on the labor front: 
Nearly 200,000 jobs were added 
in the United States. But this 
good news does not apply to the 
labor force as a whole. 
 According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the jobless rate 
among workers age 55 
and older was among 
the highest in the coun-
try. Forty-three per-
cent of older workers 
without a job went 36 
weeks without employ-
ment.
 Yet unemployment 
rates have not kept 
older workers from participating 
in the job market. The labor force 
participation for persons 55 and 
older rose during much of the re-
cession and has stayed constant at 
about 25 percent. 
 The data suggests that the in-
creased labor force participation 
of older workers reflects the need 
of many near-retirees to work af-
ter large losses in their retirement 
accounts and to ensure adequate 
post-retirement incomes to ad-
dress increased life spans.
 The long-standing proverbial 
“three-legged stool” of Social 
Security, employer pensions and 
retirement savings is virtually 
nonexistent for many retirees. 
The stark economic reality is that 
the number of people with a guar-
anteed pension has dropped to 15 
percent. 
 In 2010, 75 percent of work-
ers nearing retirement had less 
than $30,000 in their 401(k). And 
60 percent of low-income house-
holds are at risk of being unable 
to maintain even modest living 
standards in retirement.
 An important component of 
being able to age in Alexandria is 
having the economic wherewith-
al to do so. Through our series of 

strategic plan town hall meetings, 
we repeatedly heard residents say 
they needed to find a job and had 
been unsuccessful in doing so.  
 In response, the community 
and human services department’s 
JobLink program, in partner-
ship with the division of aging 

and adult services and 
the commission on 
aging, has developed 
an initiative, called 
Experienced Work-
ers Program: 55+. 
This program targets 
workers 55 and older 
looking to re-enter the 
workforce, whether 

they were downsized, retired too 
soon or are looking for a new ca-
reer.
 The program features a desig-
nated point-of-contact who will 
hold weekly orientation sessions 
and meet one-on-one with pro-
spective participants. They will 
acquaint participants with the 
program and gather information 
about them prior to becoming a 
JobLink client. 
 Once enrolled, an individual 
will be assigned an employment 
counselor. They will work togeth-
er for the duration of the search. 
 In addition to individual job 
search assistance, JobLink staff 
members hold monthly programs 
in the community, with topics 
such as job readiness and how to 
write a winning resume. These 
events — open to the public — 
happen in various recreation cen-
ters around the community.  For 
more information about this new 
program, contact Joan Straitiff of 
JobLink at 703-746-5713.

The writer is the chief  
of the city division of aging  

and adult services.

Finding employment for 
experienced workers

MaryAnn Griffin
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he handsome late-Victorian resi-
dence in this photograph — pic-
tured a year before it was demol-

ished for an urban renewal project in 1969 
— was once the home of James Randall 
Caton, one of Alexandria’s most promi-
nent lawyers in the early 20th century.  
 The two-bay, brick house, with decora-
tive pressed brick ornament and cornice, 
was located at 111 S. Fairfax St. It was 
built around 1893 after Caton and a busi-
ness partner acquired the lot from Jeanette 
Bernheimer for $1,200.
 Caton was born in Centreville in 1851 
and moved to Alexandria several years 
later. During the Civil War, he worked as 
a paperboy for the Alexandria Gazette, 
whose editor, Edgar Snowden, supported 
the Confederate cause. As a young, little-
noticed lad, Caton easily slipped through 
established Union lines and put the paper 
in the hands of Confederate soldiers eager 
to learn of the latest news and events in 
the city. 
 Publication of the paper was abruptly 
halted in October 1864. After members of 
“Mosby’s Rangers” raided Union trains, 
Snowden was forced to serve as a hostage 
on such trains in the belief that Southern 
troops would not want him harmed.
  After the war, Caton was educated at 
St. John’s Military Academy in Alexan-
dria and later graduated from the National 
University of Washington, allowing him 
to begin the practice of law in 1880. A 
lifelong member and one-time vice presi-
dent of the American Bar Association, he 
became a dean of the Alexandria Bar As-
sociation and a charter member of the Vir-

ginia Bar. He also served as Alexandria’s 
deputy treasurer and represented the Port 
City in the Virginia Legislature from 1901 
until 1912.
  In his later years, Caton served on 
the Alexandria City Council, and it was 
through his initiative that the city man-
ager form of government was ultimately 
adopted in 1921. He died in 1935, at age 
84, after a brief illness.

Out of the Attic is provided by the  
Office of Historic Alexandria.

out oF the attic

From paperboy to politician

T

weekly Poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Who is most at risk of injury on our streets? 

47% Pedestrians

38% Bicyclists 

15% Motorists    
A. Yes. This is a great compromise.    
B. They don’t go far enough.  
C. They go too far. 

This Week  
Will the change in historic  
preservation guidelines make life 
easier for homeowners?

47 votes

photo/liBrary of congress

FroM the weB

Tyler writes:
I have a better idea: Why 
doesn’t the city undertake a 
public education campaign 
explaining the rules and re-
sponsibilities for cars, bikes 
and pedestrians? The city 
could then follow up by ac-
tually enforcing these rules.
 Just [the other day], my 
dog was very nearly killed by 
a cyclist who blew through 
a stop sign while [we] were 
crossing. The day before, I 
nearly had to swerve into a 
parked car to avoid another 
cyclist who blew through a 
stop sign at full speed.
 I say this as someone who 
cycles regularly and wants to 
see those giving us all a bad 
name finally held to account. 
[The same goes] for motor-
ists and pedestrians.

In response to  
“Everyone has rights — 
and responsibilities — on 
the road,” july 11:
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A. Yes. This is a great compromise.    
B. They don’t go far enough.  
C. They go too far. 

ACROSS
1 “Friends” friend
5 ___ Allan Poe
10 Greek letter after rho
15 Padlocked fastener
19 ___ snuff (adequate)
20 Sandy color
21 Snake or sum-finder
22 “Render ___ Caesar ...”
23 Assigned new digits to
25 Noted celebrity-roast host
27 Kin on the mother’s side
28 Said “Not guilty,” e.g.
29 They break in the morning
30 Bat one’s eyelashes, perhaps
31 Chance occurrences
33 90-degree angles
35 Ready and willing  
  companion?
37 Persistently annoying people
41 Once known as
42 Classical Greek verb tense
46 Neutral tone
47 Shoestring
49 “Miracle on Ice” losing team
52 Legendary collie
53 “The Great Escape” setting
55 Cotton gin inventor Whitney
57 Oft-burned breakfast item
59 NHL legend Bobby
60 What you need after a  
  breakdown
61 Renowned crooner
65 Ed of “Daniel Boone”
66 ___ Lanka
67 Annoy greatly
68 Spanish or western
69 “With friends like ___ ...”
70 Watts or Campbell
72 Glass vial (var.)
73 WWII sub
75 Mythical breastplate
77 Job, and then some
79 “Norma” number
80 Cheerleader’s shout

83 Calcium-rich soil
84 “Ocean’s Eleven” actor
86 Slick, as streets in winter
87 Id companion
88 Raymond Burr TV role
89 Flowery island welcome
90 Washing aid for pupils
92 Destroys gradually
94 Oldest Smurf
97 Spoiled, disobedient child
99 Romantic occasion
100 Thaw once again
101 Tyler of “Armageddon”
103 Involved by necessity
105 Primer application
107 Hauling vehicle
108 Pepper’s partner?
109 Argue one’s case
112 Whit or wee bit
114 Ball of yarn
117 “The ___ Man”  
  (Charlton Heston film)
121 Jr. who sang “The  
  Candy Man”
123 Official with a stopwatch
125 Hair salon sound
126 “Flashdance” singer Cara
127 Accustom to hardship
128 ___ the wiser
129 Ink
130 Acts like a hot dog
131 Long way from tidy
132 Takes advantage of

DOWN
1 De ___ (by law)
2 Welcoming customers
3 Europe’s highest active  
  volcano
4 Like kids’ enthusiasm
5 Recede, as the tide
6 Like some divers
7 Young miss
8 “The African Queen”  
  screenwriter James
9 Begin to blush

10 Horse riders’ seats
11 “Don’t get any funny ___!”
12 Aussie greeting
13 Brainy organization
14 Thing up one’s sleeve
15 Moundsmen
16 “No” voter
17 Turnkey’s workplace
18 Bridge over the Seine?
24 A good one is square
26 Displaying buoyancy
32 Plymouth colonizer
34 You can spend it in Romania
36 Extremely light wood
37 Heroes’ exploits
38 He might be in a cast
39 Formal reception area
40 Movie sequence
43 Having equal dimensions  
  or measurements

44 Equine dads
45 Not wordy
48 Big game animal
50 Buy some time
51 Mechanical memorization
54 Bushy hairstyles
56 Chemical “twin”
58 Conductor Toscanini
62 “___ Adventures in  
  Wonderland”
63 Force into motion
64 Relating to the  
  nervous system
65 “I caught you!”
69 Fawning flatterer
71 Require doctoring, e.g.
72 Concert venue, perhaps
74 Square cap worn by  
  ecclesiastics
75 One spelling for an  
  Islamic ruler
76 Tidal bore
78 At the acme of
79 Belching flames, e.g.
81 Keen, as perception
82 Overpromoted
84 Angel hair on a plate
85 Spider’s trap
88 Song feature
91 It has Copy and Paste  
  commands
93 Folds up the tent and  
  pulls up the stakes
95 Tickles one’s fancy
96 Point, as a pistol
98 No one has all of them
102 Target of a practical joke
104 Hand cream ingredient
106 Princess topper
107 Time served
109 Soft “Hey, you!”
110 “Sweater Girl” Turner
111 Give off, as light
113 Kiln kin
115 “Come here often?” is one
116 Down Under birds
118 Poetry on a grand theme
119 DNA sequence
120 Mythical Greek god
122 Ballroom dancing move
124 Lock opener
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last week’s solution:

oBituaries
ROBERT LEWIS CHAUNCEY, of 
Alexandria, July 6, 2013

DIANE F. ELY, of Alexandria, July 
14, 2013

MARGARET C. HUTCHISON, of 
Alexandria, July 12, 2013

HARRY IROFF (94), of Alexan-
dria, July 8, 2013

AGNES NASMITH JOHNSTON, 
of Alexandria, July 9, 2013

EDNA “EDDI” RAIRIGH (78), 
formerly of Alexandria, July 14, 
2013

JOSEPH EDWARD SAUNDERS 
(66), of Alexandria, July 13, 2013

MILDRED HELEN SINGLETARY 
(96), of Alexandria, July 7, 2013

LULA TALBERT, of Alexandria, July 
7, 2013

FRANCES CARSON WILLIAMSON, 
of Alexandria, July 10, 2013

Obituary POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are 
charged through the funeral 
home on a per-word basis compa-
rable to the space rate offered to 
nonprofit advertisers. 

Families may provide any in-
formation they wish about a 
deceased loved one, through all 
obituaries are subject to editing 
by the News Department. 
“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” 
notices are available through the 
Advertising Department. 

Obituaries should be submitted 
through the funeral home. Each 
obituary must include the funeral 
home name for verification. 

Deadlines are the Monday prior to 
the issue date. Call 703.739.0001 
for details.
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classifieds
legal notice

helP wanted

Advertise your business or service.
kessex@alextimes.com | 703.739.0001

Sign up to receive an electronic 
version of the Alexandria Times 

every week!

electronicedition@alextimes.com

Public Notice – Environmental Permit

PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To seek public comment on a draft permit from the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality that will allow the release of overflows from a com-
bined sewer system during wet weather events into three water bodies in Alexandria, 
Virginia. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: July 12, 2013 to August 12, 2013

PERMIT NAME: Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit – issued by 
DEQ, under the authority of the State Water Control Board.

APPLICANT NAME, ADDRESS AND PERMIT NUMBER:  City of Alexandria
301 King Street, Room 4100, Alexandria, VA 22313 VA0087068

NAME AND ADDRESS OF FACILITY:  Alexandria Combined Sewer 
System
   Alexandria, VA 22313

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City of Alexandria has applied for reissuance of a 
permit for the public Alexandria Combined Sewer System. The applicant proposes to 
release combined sewer system overflows during wet weather events at an estimated 
annual volume of 112.8 million gallons into three water bodies. There is no sludge 
generated by this system.  The facility proposes to release combined sewer system 
overflows during wet weather events in the Hooffs Run, Hunting Creek and Oronoco 
Bay in Alexandria in the Potomac River watershed. A watershed is the land area drained 
by a river and its incoming streams. The permit requires monitoring of the following 
pollutants: pH, carbonaceous-Biochemical Oxygen Demand, Total Suspended Solids, 
Dissolved Oxygen, Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen, Ammonia, E. coli, Nitrate+Nitrite, Total 
Nitrogen, Total Phosphorus, Chlorides, Total Recoverable Zinc, and Total Recoverable 
Copper.

HOW TO COMMENT AND/OR REQUEST A PUBLIC HEARING: DEQ accepts 
comments and requests for public hearing by email, fax or postal mail. All comments 
and requests must be in writing and be received by DEQ during the comment period. 
Submittals must include the names, mailing addresses and telephone numbers of the 
commenter/requester and of all persons represented by the commenter/requester. A 
request for public hearing must also include: 1) The reason why a public hearing is re-
quested. 2) A brief, informal statement regarding the nature and extent of the interest of 
the requester or of those represented by the requester, including how and to what extent 
such interest would be directly and adversely affected by the permit. 3) Specific refer-
ences, where possible, to terms and conditions of the permit with suggested revisions. 
A public hearing may be held, including another comment period, if public response is 
significant, based on individual requests for a public hearing, and there are substantial, 
disputed issues relevant to the permit.

CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENT REQUESTS AND AD-
DITIONAL INFORMATION: The public may review the documents at the DEQ-
Northern Regional Office by appointment or may request electronic copies of the draft 
permit and fact sheet.

Name: Douglas Frasier
Address: DEQ-Northern Regional Office, 13901 Crown Court, Woodbridge, VA 22193
Phone: (703) 583-3873      
Email: Douglas.Frasier@deq.virginia.gov     Fax: (703) 583-3821

Effective August 1, 2013, MCI will 
increase your intrastate Casual 
Caller service from $1.27 for each 
minute of service to $3.07 for 
the first  minute of service and 
$1.27 for each additional minute 
thereafter. Also, your interstate 
Casual Caller service will increase 
from $2.13 for each minute of 
service to $3.93 for the first min-
ute of service and $2.13 for each 
additional minute thereafter. For 
example, the increase will result 
in a 31.3% increase for custom-
ers who make one (1) five-minute 
intrastate Casual Caller call per 
month, and an 18.7% increase 
for customers who make one (1) 
five-minute interstate Casual Caller 
call per month. This may increase 
your MCI total charges. If you have 
any questions, please call MCI 
customer service at 
1-800-444-3333.

Effective August 1, 2013, 
Telecom*USA will increase your 
intrastate Casual Caller service 
to $3.07 for the first minute of 
service and $1.27 for each addi-
tional minute thereafter. Also, your 
interstate Casual Caller service 
will increase from $2.13 for each 
minute of service to $3.93 for the 
first minute of service and $2.13 
for each additional minute there-
after. For example, the increase 
will result in a 31.3% increase 
for customers who make one (1) 
fiveminute intrastate Casual Caller 
call per month, and an 18.7% 
increase for customers who make 
one (1) five-minute interstate Casu-
al Caller call per month. This may 
increase your Telecom*USA total 
charges. If you have any questions, 
please call Telecom*USA customer 
service at 1-800-728-6161.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
ADMINISTRATIVELY 
FORFEIT PROPERTY

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
INTERNAL REVENUE 

SERVICE

The following property described 
below was seized by the Internal 
Revenue Service-Criminal Investiga-
tion, $46,679.95 Pentagon Federal 
Credit Union Account  
XXX5824-01-0 from 2930 Eisen-
hower Ave., Alexandria, Virginia 
22314 on May 31, 2013, due to the 
property’s involvement in a transac-
tion or attempted transaction in viola-
tion of Title 18 USC 1956, and pursu-
ant to 18 USC 981, this property is 
subject to forfeiture.  Any person(s) 
claiming an interest in this property 
may file a claim to the undersigned 
before the close of business (4:30 
p.m. Central Time) on August 31, 
2013; otherwise the property will be 
forfeited by law to the United States 
of America and disposed of according 
to law.  Internal Revenue Service, 
Criminal Investigation, Attn: Michael 
Mosley, Asset Forfeiture Coordinator, 
1100 Commerce Street, MC: 9000 
DAL, Dallas, TX 75242, Telephone 
(214) 413-5956

               

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT NOTICE OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information about this applica-
tion or to comment, visit the City’s 
website at alexandriava.gov/planning 
or call (703) 746-4666.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT  
#2013-0052
1600 Duke Street – Restaurant
Administrative Special Use Permit 
for a request for approval of outdoor 
dining at an existing restaurant; zoned 
OCM (100) / Office Commercial 
Medium.
APPLICANT: Laporta’s Restaurant 
PLANNER:  
nathan.randall@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 of 
the zoning ordinance, the above listed 
request may be approved administra-
tively by the Director of Planning and 
Zoning.  If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, please 
contact Planning and Zoning staff at 
703 746-4666 or email the planner 
listed below the case no later than 
August 8, 2013

                  

Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review
Parker-Gray District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, July 31, 
2013 beginning at 7:30 PM in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on 
the following applications:

CASE BAR2013-0238
Request for alterations at  
1010 & 1020 Princess St and  
331 N Henry St.
APPLICANT: Mark Dion, 1020 Prin-
cess Street, LLC by Anila Angjeli, AIA, 
LEED AP

CASE BAR2013-0139
Request to partially demolish & capsu-
late at 1000 Pendleton St & 522-528 N 
Patrick St.
APPLICANT: Ken Marzullo, Classic 
Cottages, LLC

CASE BAR2013-0240
Request for an addition & alterations 
at 1000 Pendleton St & 522-528 N 
Patrick St.
APPLICANT: Ken Marzullo, Classic 
Cottages, LLC

CASE BAR2013-0241
Request for alterations at 622 N Patrick 
St.
APPLICANT: Gabriel Behr by Chris 
Carmichael

Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 
King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-
4666.

Cold Fusion developer 
Design, develop & maintain web 
based applications; program 
systems utilizing ColdFusion, 
AJAX; Program database using 
SQL; Deliver software products by 
applying quality control processes 
during prod. Delivery lifecycle; 
Develop & deploy to ColdFusion 
Application Server; Communicate 
daily w/team mbrs & outside cus-
tomers; Follow scripting technolo-
gies/frameworks such as JQuery, 
JavaScript. Masters in Info. Mgmt. 
6 mos. Experience in job offered 
or as Info. Sys Developer. Knowl-
edge of &/or exp. In developing & 
deploying ColdFusion Application 
Server, ColdFusion, Ajax SQL, 
JQuery and Javascript. 
Job location: 6412 Beulah St  
Alexandria, VA 22310.
Resumes to: NES Associates, LLC 
Attn: K.Maude 6363 Walker Ln, 
#130, Alexandria, VA 22310



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    juLy 18, 2013 | 27 

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Floor Waxing Service
    

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Careful workmanship

• Serving local area for 30 years

• Old fashioned paste wax method
• Working owners assure quality

• Residential service a specialty

Business directory

Home ServiceS

TAx ServiceS

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

BArBerSHop

Hoffman Center Barber Shop

703.960.4648
In the Atrium 

Hoffman Town Center
Across from Eisenhower 

AMC Theater
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Regular Haircut $14.00

Military (All Branches) $11.00

Paving & Masonry - Driveway Specialists

• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Patios
• Stoops
• Pointing and Sealing

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis Courts
• Parking Lots
• Patch and Sealing

Senior
Citizen
Discount

Special 
Winter 

Discounts

Office: 855.268.5625
Cell: 571.480.0846

serving the entire 
va, dc, md areas

Call TODay fOr a frEE ESTiMaTE

Chesapeake
powerwashing

Family Owned & Operated for 30 Years

working owners assure Quality 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

703-356-4459

Gentle, low-pressure, thorough turbo 
washing wand ensures no damage  

to clean brick, stone, slate, wood, and 
siding. Careful workmanship with  

20 years exper. Lic. Bond Ins.

Authorized Shaw Carpet Dealer

7655 Fullerton Rd. Springfield, VA 22153
703.440.9090  |  info@dreamweavercarpets.net

DREAM WEAVER
CARPETS INC.

Authorized Shaw Carpet Dealer

7655 Fullerton Rd. Springfield, VA 22153
703.440.9090  |  info@dreamweavercarpets.net

DREAM WEAVER
CARPETS INC.

Free In Home estimates

Upholstery Cleaning
Carpet Repair
Pet Problem Experts

Quality Service Since 1977

Carpet Cleaning
Carpet Stretching

Oriental Rugs

Mold Remediation

Mike’s Carpet Cleaning
5 Rooms Only $125

35 Years Experience – Including The White House!
For More Info Call 703-978-2270

24Hour Emergency Water Damage

meDicAL

www.CaringDoc.com • 703.671.2700 • info@CaringDoc.com

We are experts at whole body / mind approach to optimal 
wellness and healing including the scientific use of 

acupuncture, nutrition, vitamins, supplements and herbs.

Holistic 
Family 

Medicine

Power washing, deck sealing 
and staining, deck and fence 

repair, exterior wood rot, vinyl 
siding and roof repairs, screen 
porches, handyman services. 

No job too big or small. 

R & N Carpentry

40 years’ experience.  
Licensed and insured. 
Call for FREE estimate   

(703)987-5096

OFFICE: 703.533.2423

K E N W A R D H O M E S @ G M A I L . C O M

W W W. W A R D S R E M O D E L I N G . C O M

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 8 7 ,
C E L E B R A T I N G  2 6  Y E A R S !

C L A S S  A  B U I L D E R :  2 7 0 5  0 5 7 2 7 3 A

R E M O D E L I N G
I N C O R P O R A T E D

703.739.0001

WHAT cAn 
the times  
Do for 

you?

I was quite pleased that several people came to my open house having seen our ad in the Alexandria Times. One or two brought the ad with them!
- Jud Burke,

McEnearney Associates

www.alextimes.com
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Susan Anthony, gri
Life Member,  

NVAr Top Producers Club
Life Member, NVAr 

Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club
$10+ Million in Sales YTD 2013

703.795.9536
www.susanbruceanthony.com

I sincerely appreciate your 
referrals whether for assistance 
here in Northern Virginia or for 

referrals who are moving out of 
the area. McEnearney Associates, 
Inc. has an extensive network of 
agents in other locations around 

the country and the world!

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Susan Anthony
If you are thinking of selling or buying a home,  

call me for up-to-date information on our local market. 
Let my 28 years of experience work for you!

1818 Potomac greens
Old Town
$839,000

1023 N royal St #307
Old Town
$924,900

FOR SALE

2935 King Street
Braddock Heights

$939,900

UNDER 

CONTRACT

320 S West St #401
Duke Condominium

$724,900

UNDER 

CONTRACT

171 Somervelle St #309
Alexandria
$359,900

UNDER 

CONTRACT

307 Wolfe Street
Old Town
$1,149,900

UNDER 

CONTRACT

SOLD

414 Princess Street
Old Town
$920,000

SOLD

3912 Duke Street
Alexandria
$315,000

SOLD

5946 Wilton road
Wilton Woods

$724,900

SOLD

525 S Saint Asaph St
Old Town
$874,900

SOLD

11990 Market St #1417
reston

$869,900

SOLD

706A Norfolk Lane
Old Town
$482,000

SOLD

6029 Edgewood Terr
Belle Haven
$1,325,000

SOLD

2407 King Street
rosemont
$1,445,000

SOLD

307 Queen Street
Old Town
$1,499,000

SOLD


