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Details of NSF agreement 
fall under scrutiny

By Derrick Perkins 

 

 After celebrating the Na-
tional Science Foundation’s 
announced relocation as a ma-
jor coup earlier this year, city 
leaders questioned the deal’s 
cost over the weekend — spe-
cifically how it affects subsi-
dies for affordable housing. 
 Luring the foundation to 
Alexandria required a compet-
itive package: The landmark 
deal saves the organization 
about $28 million in real estate 

taxes over 15 years. City Hall 
also freed it from contribut-
ing to the Eisenhower Avenue 
improvement and affordable 
housing funds.
 The latter concession has 
drawn scrutiny as officials for-
malize the deal and green-light 
the project. Fearing it signaled 
a shift in Alexandria’s ap-
proach to affordable housing 
— which has plummeted by 
more than 1,200 units in recent 
years — planning commission-
ers recommended city council 
shunt tax dollars into the fund 

City council renames 
park in honor of 
murdered activist 

By Derrick Perkins 

 

 Jubilation filled the city 
council chamber Saturday af-
ter Alexandria’s top elected 
officials unanimously agreed 
to rename Braddock Field for 
slain activist Lenwood “Len-
ny” Harris. 
 The room’s usually for-
mal atmosphere gave way to 
bittersweet joy as friends and 
family remembered Harris, 
who championed youth, the 
city’s minority population and 
the impoverished. Harris, 53 
when he died, was murdered 
in 2011.
 “I think we’ve all heard the 
kind of tremendous impact this 
extraordinary man had,” said 
City Councilor Del Pepper. “I 

think that the naming of this 
field is really going to remind 
people that his spirit does live 
on, and the kind of person that 
he was and the kind of dreams 
that he had for everyone will 
live on.”
 Harris founded Operation 
Hope (which has become the 
Lenny Harris Legacy Corp.), 
a local organization that sup-
ported youth programs and ran 

the annual One Love Festival. 
The Del Ray family man also 
was known for tackling con-
tentious community disagree-
ments head on.
 Just months before his 
death, Harris organized a 
neighborhood get-together 
after tensions between Cha-
tham Square residents flared 
up. Reports of lawlessness in 
the mixed-income community 
in north Old Town had left the 
neighborhood’s public hous-
ing and minority populations 
shamed and outraged. 
 Harris hoped to bring 
residents of the traditionally 
black community together 
with their new neighbors. But 
in September 2011, Harris 
hopped into his car and van-
ished into the night. 
 His disappearance stumped 
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Honoring Lenny Harris

Too sweet of a deal?

SEE nsF | 10 SEE harris | 12
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HELPING HANDS Employees with McLean-
based Integrity Management Consulting hand out 
new shoes and books to 15 at-risk preschoolers at 
the Child and Family Network Centers’ classroom 
in the Chirilagua Cooperative on Monday. “For [our] 
children, getting something like a new pair of shoes 
that actually fit can be life changing,” said Margaret 
Patterson, CEO of the organization.  

come to culPePer For the history, stay For the shoPs - Page 14

Lenny Harris

photo/DeRRIck peRkINs
City officials partnered with local developers to lure the National Sci-
ence Foundation to Alexandria. But dropping mandated contributions 
to the affordable housing fund has sparked controversy. 



2 | OCTObEr 24, 2013 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

Historic Opportunities…Historically Low Interest Rates

 

703-836-1464 • Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker • 300 N. Washington St. • Suite 100 • Alexandria,  22314
An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates, Inc. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service marks of 

Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide.  Used under license with no other affiliation with Prudential. Prudential-PenFed 
Realty is an independently owned and operated member of BRER Affiliates, Inc. PenFed Membership is not required to conduct business with Prudential-PenFed Realty.

AlexAndriA                           $ 649,900                       rosemont/del rAy

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Sunroom
• Alley Parking
• Near Braddock Metro

Relax in the sunroom of this charming Tudor/Colonial on the edge 
of Rosemont and Delray. Convenient to both the King and Braddock 
metro stations, Old Town, DC, and Marc Center. Bonus: Partially finished 
basement with separate workroom and full bath! This one will not last 
long – call to arrange your showing today!

CirCA 1940s Del rAy/roSeMoNt ChArMer

AlexAndriA     $964,650    VictoriAn Hills

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Stunning Windows
•  Gardens, Decks, Balconies
• 2 Car Garage
 

Enjoy treetop views in your home built by renowned architect John Rust.  
Perfect for entertaining, the main level features a living and dining room 
with a dramatic fireplace and slate floors, as well as a large balcony 
overlooking the ravine.  The bedroom level features a spacious master 
bedroom suite, laundry, private garden, and two large private balconies. 

AS FeAtureD iN Better hoMeS & GArDeNS!

Arlington     $897,000    AsHton HeigHts

• 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• large eat-in Kitchen
• Partially Finished Basement
• 2 Car Garage
 

This all brick Cape Cod sits on a double lot less than one mile to the 
Clarendon metro and the Clarendon Marketplace.  You will love the living 
room with a great brick, wood-burning fireplace! Kitchen renovated 
with new cabinetry, granite counters and stainless refrigerator. Bonus: 
Original hardwoods on the living level and upper staircase.

oPPortuNity, loCAtioN, ChArM!

Prudential PenFed Realty  
Old Town Alexandria

AlexAndriA                           $ 569,450                        Wilton Forest

• 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Spacious Kitchen
• hardwood Floors
• tons of Storage

This home offers it all! Terrific Floor plan in this beautiful home with 
a private backyard. Under ten minutes to Old Town Alexandria. Large 
updated eat-in kitchen with granite counters, spacious lower level family 
room with fireplace, off street parking plus carport and lots of storage and 
work room for your hobbies.

BeAutiFul hoMe NeStleD iN treeS

AnnAndAle             $430,000          rAVensWortH      PArk

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• hardwood Floors
• updated Kitchen & Baths
• easy Access to 495

Immaculate home on a large lot inside the beltway all for the price of 
a townhouse! Updated kitchen and baths, wonderful hardwoods on 
main level, gorgeous screened in porch overlooking brick patio and 
fully fenced yard. Home has generous rooms, is light filled and has been 
loved by the same family for 47 years. Carport and long driveway. Easy 
access to I495 and within 3 miles of the VRE.

iMMACulAte hoMe iNSiDe BeltWAy

FAlls cHurcH             $375,000          Woodley

• 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Fireplace
• large lot
• home Warranty

Terrific investment opportunity or home for the investment minded! In 
a terrific spot with public transportation around the corner and within 
walking distance to Graham Rd and Route 50. Located on a street 
where new homes are being built, this is a great buy and will go fast.

GreAt iNveStMeNt oPPortuNity

AlexAndriA      $410,000      runnymeAde

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Full & 2 half Baths
• Fireplace
• Deck and Patio
• Backs to Stream

Perfect location and generous living spaces. 
Fresh paint, new corian countertops, refrigerator and dishwasher. Featuring 
two spacious master suites upstairs, wood-burning fireplace in lower level 
family room. Upper and lower decks face dense trees with a running creek. 
Security system and assigned parking. Located between 2 metros. Close to 
Ft. Belvoir, Old Town, Kingstowne and DC.

tWo huGe MASter SuiteS!

AlexAndriA      $389,900     AmberleigH

• 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
• loads of updates
• large Deck
• Path to Metro

What a fabulous buy in super popular 
community with a path to the metro!  
Inside you will find lovely hardwood 
floors on main and upper levels and 

new carpet on lower the level.  The kitchen features newly refaced kitchen 
cabinets with stainless rollouts in lower cabinets to make storing and 
retrieving a cinch!  Located close to Ft. Belvoir, Old Town, Kingstowne and DC.

BiKe/WAlK to Metro

AlexAndriA            $274,000          Fort  ellsWortH

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 2 Walk-in Closets
• Patio overlooking Pool
• 843 Square Feet

You will love this fabulously located condo adjacent to the Masonic 
Temple and close to the King Street Metro, Old Town and Patent Office. 
Renovated and move in ready, you will love having a washer and dryer in 
your unit, a large storage room just outside your door, tennis adjacent to 
your parking space! Call today to arrange your private showing!

NeAr olD toWN AND PAteNt oFFiCe

new
 pRIc
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new
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the Weekly BrieFing

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate.
Rates effective 7/15/2013 and subject to change. Other rates and terms apply. Rates include ½% discount for checking bundle and
automatic payment. Most local area residents can bank with us. See cofcu.org for full details.  Federally Insured by NCUA.  

Apply online at cofcu.org
or call (703) 823-5211

New & used auto loan rates
up to 60 months as low as 1.74 %

APR*

125%
Get up to

financing!

Group would allow 
pedestrian walkway but 
retain ownership

By Derrick Perkins 

 

 Old Dominion Boat Club 
leadership presented their coun-
teroffer for the group’s water-
front parking lot last week, but 
it falls well short of handing the 
property over to City Hall.
 The club’s proposed solu-
tion would see a 25-foot-wide 
pedestrian walkway run along 
the parking lot’s western edge. 
But the decades-old organiza-
tion would retain ownership of 
the land, instead granting the 
city an easement on it.
 “This compromise posi-
tion will nearly achieve the 
city’s goal of a continuous 
public walkway along the wa-
terfront,” wrote Eric DeSoto, 
club chairman, in a letter to 
Mayor Bill Euille. “We believe 

25 feet is wider than nearly any 
other sidewalk or walkway in 
the city, and in fact, [it’s] wide 
enough to give the sense of a 
mini-plaza at that location if 
the city desires.”
 Club leaders presented a 
similar solution to another 
one of the city’s longstand-
ing demands, offering to lease 
adjacent parking spaces for 
flood mitigation efforts. Again, 
though, the organization would 
hold onto the property.
 It’s not clear if local of-
ficials will accept the club’s 
proposal. Euille’s nine-point 
plan to end the years of negoti-
ations for the property — sent 
in June — called for the orga-
nization to sell the parking lot 
and nearby spaces to City Hall. 
 A city spokesperson did not 
return a request for comment 
by the Times’ print deadline. 
 Though on-again, off-
again negotiations for the 

shoreline property have 
dragged on for years, talks 
heated up with the contro-
versial approval of the water-
front redevelopment plan. The 
blueprint calls for converting 
the parking lot into a public 
plaza, which officials have 
described as the crown jewel 
of the proposal’s public im-
provements. 
 The club’s counteroffer 
comes on the heels of news 
that City Hall is once again 
seriously considering eminent 
domain to secure the property. 
Euille announced the policy 
shift in a major press confer-
ence earlier this month, tell-
ing reporters it was time to 
end the dispute.
 Officials will open up the 
issue to the public at a hearing 
next month. The city council 
will decide whether to pro-
ceed with eminent domain 
shortly thereafter.

Boat club responds to mayor’s 
offer for waterfront property

fIle photo
The Old Dominion Boat Club’s response to Mayor Bill Euille’s nine-point compromise plan includes a wa-
terfront walkway for pedestrians. But the group does not want to sell the property to City Hall. 
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crime
City council removes bike registry ordinance

(202) 547-2345
www.rendevdc.com

Tuckpointing: New life for historic brick buildings 

Police Beat
The following incidents occurred between October 16 and October 23.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police De-
partment is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

11 AssAults 2  Vehicle
thefts

0 AssAults with A 
DeADly weApon 3BreAking & 

enterings

35 thefts 4 Drug crimes

Source: crimereports.com

0 seXuAl 
offenses 2roBBeries

 On Saturday, the city coun-
cil voted 7-0 in favor of elimi-
nating an arcane piece of Al-
exandria’s bicycle regulations, 
which required local shops to 
log sales of two-wheelers with 
police.
 The measure was a loose 
end after the city approved a 
sweeping reform of bike rules, 
such as allowing riding on 
sidewalks in parts of Alexan-
dria, earlier this year.
 Police originally requested 

the unenforced registration re-
quirement remain intact. But 
after public outcry from cy-
clists and business owners, the 
department changed its tune, 
encouraging residents to use a 
voluntary national database.
 The only dissenting voice 
to the ordinance’s removal was 
frequent council critic Dino 
Drudi. Before the vote, he ex-
plained that while the local po-
lice database was a bad idea, a 
registry requirement is needed. 

 “If cyclists want to be 
treated in a bona fide way, if 
they want to be treated seri-
ously, they should be in favor 
of a registry requirement,” 
Drudi said. “For police to 
do the registration is prob-
ably not the best way, but I 
would recommend you revise 
the legislation to require that 
bikes be registered with the 
national registry.”

- Erich Wagner
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OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new 
account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are 
limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

ONE day salE
saturday, OctObEr 26 sHOP 9aM-11PM

(It’s a salE tOO bIG tO FIt IN a day!)

alsO sHOP FrIday, OctObEr 25 FrOM 9aM-1OPM
hours may vary by store

Fine jewelry doorbusters are only available at stores that carry fine jewelry. 2nd bra at 75% off must be of equal or lesser value than purchased bra. Returns must include both purchased bras.
➤ Reg. pRices aRe offeRing pRices and savings may not be based on actual sales. one day sale pRices in effect 10/25 & 10/26/13, except as noted. ‡all carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance 
may be .05 carat. Jewelry photos may be enlarged or enhanced to show detail. fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.com for locations. almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty & require special 
care, log on to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. extra savings are taken off already-reduced prices; “doorbuster” prices reflect extra savings. doorbusters are available while supplies last. advertised 
merchandise may not be carried at your local macy’s and selection may vary by store. prices and merchandise may differ at macys.com. luggage & electric items shown carry warranties; to see a mfr’s warranty at no charge 
before purchasing, visit a store or write to: macy’s Warranty dept., po box 1026, maryland Heights, mo 63043, attn: consumer Warranties. n3090014. H enter the Webid in the search box at macys.com to order. 

Free shippinG at macys.com with $99 online purchase.
no promo code needed; exclusions apply.

dOOrbustErs 9aM-1PM bOtH days
4 HOurs ONly! GrEat ItEMs! GrEat PrIcEs!

DOORBUSTER 

ExTRa 
20% Off
sweaters
Doorbuster 29.40.  
Reg. $49, after 1pm: 36.75. 
From our Style  & Co. and 
JM Collection; Knitworks, 
more. Misses & petites. 

DOORBUSTER 

14.99 
puffer vest with tee
Reg. $26-$28,
after 1pm: 21.99-24.99.  
From Grane. Girls’ 2-16. 

DOORBUSTER 

60% Off 
dress shirts and ties
Doorbuster  
$18-$22. Reg. $45-$55, 
after 1pm: $27-$33.  
From Geoffrey Beene  
(H WebID 684891) &  
Van Heusen.

DOORBUSTER 

19.99
dress shirts or ties
Reg. 49.50,
after 1pm: 27.99.  
Only at Macy’s.
From 
Alfani Red
& Club Room
(H WebID 930869).

DOORBUSTER 

2 fOR 19.99
select bras
Reg. $32-$38 ea., 
after 1pm: 2nd at 
75% off. Bali®, Vanity Fair®,
Warner’s® & all 
Playtex®. Shown: 
Bali® Double Support®.
H WebID 560829.

DOORBUSTER 

79.99 
wool coat
Reg. $195, after 1pm: 
$117. From Nine West. 
Misses. H WebID 
855729.

DOORBUSTER 

12.99 
your choice
Reg. $25-$35, 
after 1pm: 17.99. 
Only at Macy’s.
Knit tops or 
sportshirts from JA 
John Ashford. S-XXL. 
H WebID 958464.

DOORBUSTER 

60% Off 
active jackets
Doorbuster $78-$100. 
Reg. $195-$250,  
after 1pm: $117-$150.  
From Calvin Klein  
(H WebID 877810), 
London Fog® 
& more. S-XXL

DOORBUSTER 

29.99  
kipling  
minibags
Reg. $49, after  
1pm: 34.30.  
Crossbody  
styles (H WebID  
810808), totes  
& more. 

DOORBUSTER 

ExTRa 20% Off  
boots for her
Doorbuster 39.99-159.20.  
Reg. $59-$199, select styles 
after 1pm: 49.99-$199. 
From Rampage,  
Tahari, Easy Spirit,  
Nine West, Bandolino, 
Franco Sarto & more.

DOORBUSTER 

39.99 
quEEN 6-PC. SHEET SET 
Reg. $140, after 1pm: 69.99.  
Only at Macy’s.  
420-thread count  
Egyptian cotton.  
King. Doorbuster  
49.99. Reg. $160,  
after 1pm: 79.99. 

DOORBUSTER 

33% Off  
all stand mixers
Doorbuster  
25.99-401.99.  
Reg. 39.99-599.99, 
after 1pm: 
29.99-449.99. By 
KitchenAid®

& more.

DOORBUSTER 40% Off 
blenders, juicers & food 
processors
Doorbuster 23.99-257.99.  
Reg. 39.99-429.99,  
after 1pm: 29.99-299.99.  
Cuisinart, #DLC8SBC  
(H WebID 7106),  
Bella, #13694  
& Ninja, #NJ600.

DOORBUSTER 

$69
cultured 
freshwater pearls
Reg. $300, 
after 1 pm: 
$120. 54" 7-8mm 
endless strand. 
H WebID 665187.

DOORBUSTER 

59.99  
diamond hoops
Reg. $230, after  
1pm: $92. 1/2 ct. t.w.‡  
rose-cuts in sterling silver 
(H WebID 1011188) or 18k 
gold over sterling silver  
(H 1011189) by Victoria 
Townsend.

DOORBUSTER 

49.99
3-pc. set
Reg. $160, after 1pm: 79.99. 
New & only at Macy’s. 
Travel Select Bay Front 
luggage:  
25" upright, 21" spinner 
& tote. 
H WebID 991355.

dOOrbustEr 2o% off rEGular & 
salE PrIcEs

lOOk FOr tHE sIGNs ON sElEct ItEMs FOr HEr, HIM & kIds

N3090014B.indd   1 10/17/13   11:38 AM
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Krupicka, Engle 
square off for General 
Assembly seat 

By erich Wagner

 

 The race between Delegate 
Rob Krupicka (D-45) and 
challenger Jeffrey Engle, an 
independent, for a seat in Rich-
mond has been quieter than 
last year’s special election. But 
both candidates are pounding 
the pavement to secure votes 
for Election Day.
 Krupicka, a Democrat who 
won last year to fill former Del-
egate David Englin’s seat, is 
approaching the race with an in-
cumbent’s perspective — and in 
terms of fundraising, it shows. 
According to the Virginia Pub-
lic Access Project, he has raised 
nearly $84,000, compared to 
just $9,750 for Engle.
 Noting the race lacks high-

profile debates, Krupicka 
pointed out in an interview 
that Engle has not appeared at 
forums like the one organized 
earlier this fall by the League 
of Women Voters of Virginia. 
But the Democrat continues 
campaigning, particularly on 
a one-on-one basis — just not 
with his opponent.
 “You know, I’ve been 
knocking on all the doors, 
making a lot of phone calls, 
just doing everything we can 
to be visible in the communi-
ty,” Krupicka said. “I want to 
hear what people have on their 
minds right now.”
 Among the issues that he 
and voters share concerns 
about, Krupicka highlighted 
the need for new ethics rules 
for elected officials and what 
he referred to as the extremism 
of the state Republican ticket. 
The delegate also said educa-

tion — such as improving lo-
cal school funding — is at the 
forefront of his campaign.
 “I had coffee over in Rose-
mont [Tuesday], and I heard 
a lot of concerns about school 
funding,” Krupicka said. 
“They’re seeing Fairfax hav-
ing a lot of struggles with their 
school funding and the fact that 
the state has not made up for all 
of the cuts [to education] over 
the last five years.”
 The Times could not reach 
Engle for comment, but his 
campaign website touts his 
focus on protecting local and 
state government from “bur-
densome legislation, regula-
tion and taxation imposed by 
the federal government.”
 The website also mentions 
Engle’s aim of making Virgin-
ia a more attractive place for 
business and entrepreneurship, 
through a combination of leg-

islation and fighting excessive 
taxation.
 “[My goal is to] address the 
existing onerous legislation 
present within the laws and 
codes of the commonwealth, in 
partnership with localities and 
businesses, to ensure that no 
other state is better positioned 
for innovation and economic 
growth,” Engle wrote.
 Meanwhile, Krupicka is 
banking on his experience.
 “I’m running on my record,” 
he said. “I’ve served the area 
for nearly 20 years in various 
capacities. I love my commu-
nity, and I feel we’ve done a lot 
of great work together. We need 
to make our schools better, sup-
port the environment and [im-
prove] transportation options, 
especially mass transit.
 “[I] want to make sure we 
live in a community that gives 
everyone a fair shot at equality.”

All’s not quiet on District 45 front

Rob Krupicka (D-45)

Jeffrey Engle
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SIGN ME UP FOR 
HOMEGOODS EMAIL! 
Learn more about our new 
stores, hot deals, contests & 
more. Visit homegoods.com 
for our privacy policy.

You could win 
a $1,000 

HomeGoods 
Shopping Spree!

Bring this form to the 
Alexandria 

Grand Opening 
for a chance to win.

BEACON HILL
SHOPPING CENTER

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
8 AM�–�8 PM

ENTER 
NOW!

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP CODE

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

GRAND OPENING

* Savings compared to department & specialty store prices. 
Prices as marked. Styles vary by store. © 2013 HomeGoods, Inc. 

BEACON HILL SHOPPING CENTER
ALEXANDRIA

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 • 8 AM – 8 PM

Discover everything from designer bedding to top brand 
cookware to must-have gifts & more. With savings up to 
60% o� * every day, shopping for your home will never 
be the same again!

THRILLING FINDS. AMAZING PRICES!
FOR EVERY ROOM OF YOUR HOME.

Discover everything from designer bedding to top brand THRILLING 
FINDSFINDS
    
                    UP TO

  60%                     
          EVERY DAY

OFF*

HomeGoods Alexandria, VA 
Grand Opening Sweepstakes 2013 
O�  cial Rules. No purchase necessary. 
Sweepstakes begins at 8:00:00 a.m. local time on 

10/27/2013 and ends at 8:00:00 p.m. local time on 

11/3/2013 at the HomeGoods located at 6700-B 

Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22306; open only 

to legal U.S. residents of the 50 United States and 

D.C. who are 18 years old or older; see O�  cial Rules at 

homegoods.com/gorulesalexandria for additional 

eligibility restrictions, prize descriptions/restrictions/

values, odds, alternate method of entry, and complete 

details; limit one (1) entry per person per day; void 

where prohibited. Sponsor: HomeGoods, Inc.Visit homegoods.com for directions.

®

All’s not quiet on District 45 front
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Federal workers, business 
leaders learn to prepare 
for the worst   

By anna harris

 

 The 16-day partial gov-
ernment shutdown ended last 
week, but the deal struck to 
get Washington up and running 
again has left many with lin-
gering doubts.
 The bill signed by President 
Barack Obama that ended the 
impasse and raised the debt 
ceiling was a temporary fix that 
only lasts through February 7, 
with current spending levels 
supported through January 15.
 Cheri Hennessy, president 
of the Christmas Attic and Ur-
ban Attic stores, fears a repeat 
of this past month. 
 “We were just getting over 
the economic downturn, and 
they made us go through this,” 

she said. “Now we have to deal 
with it again in February. ... 
The marketplace doesn’t need 
that uncertainty.”
 Even though the shutdown 
is history, it has long-term ef-
fects on the local business 
community, Hennessy said.
 “This little ripple effect of 
the past two weeks is going to 
affect the economy as a whole 
for the next six months,” she 
said. “Whenever there’s a neg-
ative impact, I’m afraid to buy 
inventory, which affects the 
manufacturers. It’ll take a little 
while to get confidence back 
and start taking risks again.”
 Hotels suffered immedi-
ately during the shutdown, 
weathering a slew of confer-
ence and event cancellations. 
But unlike Hennessy, members 
of the hospitality industry are 
less worried, at least according 
to Alizia McClarin, conference 

services coordinator with Ho-
tel Monaco.
 “It hasn’t affected us for the 
future in a huge dynamic way,” 
she said. “[There] are small 
things we might have to make 
up ... but hotels can always sell 
the rooms back. We can fill 
them. It’s not like retail and 
food businesses, where once 
you’ve bought the merchandise 
or the food, you need to sell it 
back, and if you don’t, you’re 
losing money. We already have 
the rooms.”
 She believes it’s important 
to stay positive and focus on 
bouncing back. 
 “You want to be proactive 
about these kinds of things,” 
McClarin said. “Don’t panic. 
Have a backup plan. Fill in the 
missing rooms. As long as you 
know your market and who you 
can get to, you can fill them.”
 And, according to McCla-

rin, the shutdown served as a 
learning experience.   
 “Luckily, it’s over for now. 
In a way, it’s good that it hap-
pened,” she said. “Knowing 
that it could happen again soon, 
we can prepare. We know how 
to bounce back from it.”
 It’s a lesson that Jacqueline 
Rodriguez, a management spe-
cialist with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, also has taken to 
heart. Furloughed during the 
shutdown, the experience shook 
her out of complacency. 
 “I didn’t even know what 
to expect,” she said. “After the 
two weeks hit, reality hit too. I 
better get my act in gear.”
 Though Rodriguez has re-
turned to work with the prom-
ise of back pay for the tem-
porary hiatus, she is focused 
on becoming more proactive 
about her personal finances.
 “My dad always used to tell 

me growing up: ‘Always have 
enough money and save it just 
in case,’” Rodriguez said. “I 
can’t assume anymore. Always 
work as if you might not have 
the business anymore. You 
need something to fall back on. 
Always have plan A and B and 
even plan C.”

Recovering from the shutdown

 Included in 
general admission.

Located 16 miles south of Washington, D.C.,
on the George Washington Parkway

703.780.2000 | MountVernon.org/FallEvents

October 26 - 27 | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Enjoy a weekend of fall-themed activities including free wagon rides, 
straw bale maze, apple roasting, corn husk doll making, 

and more family fun!

Fall Harvest Family Days

this little 
ripple 

effect of the past 
two weeks is 
going to affect 
the economy 
as a whole for 
the next six 
months.” 

- cheri hennessy 
President, christmas 
attic and urban attic
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One of the 100Top
Hospitals in America

is right in your backyard.

Virginia Hospital Center has just been named one of the 100 Top Hospitals in America by
Truven Health Analytics. This award is particularly exciting because it is based on facts –
about quality, safety, patient experience and more.  And that's great news for the health and
happiness of Alexandria, Virginia families. We're less than 20 minutes from Alexandria on
North George Mason Drive in Arlington, VA.  Visit us online at virginiahospitalcenter.com.

VHC121AlexandriaTimes2_Layout 1  9/12/13  9:22 AM  Page 1
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How do you become a pioneer 

in prostate cancer treatment?

Consult with Dr. Matthew Poggi, 

the leader in prostate seed 

implants in Northern Virginia.  

At the Inova Joseph Viar Jr.  

and Bonnie Christ Cancer 

Center – Alexandria, we 

offer programs that can be 

as short as one day with 

the vast majority of men 

retaining their pre-treatment 

function. Research has shown 

the success rate for low risk 

patients is 98%.

With data-driven research  

and personalized care, Inova is 

delivering the future of health.

Evidenced-
based care, 
close to home

Jack Glascock, Annandale resident, Prostate Cancer Survivor

Learn more about the  
Inova Joseph Viar Jr. and Bonnie 
Christ Cancer Center – Alexandria  
at 703.504.7900 

to make up for the loss.
 City Councilor John Chap-
man successfully convinced 
his colleagues Saturday to 
follow the commission’s lead 
by considering redirecting 
$500,000 in real estate taxes 
toward the affordable housing 
fund at a later date. But the 
suggestion reignited an old de-
bate about using tax dollars to 
preserve affordable housing. 
 How and when to set aside 
money for the cause, not to 
mention how much and where 
to spend it, have become con-
tentious issues as redevelop-
ment and gentrification force 
out increasingly more low-
income residents. City officials 
said the foundation’s contribu-
tion for the cause would have 
been $1,043,725.
 “With this project coming 
and affordable housing being 
taken off the table, that signals 
something, and I think that it 
has signaled something to a lot 
of citizens,” Chapman said. 
 Instead of waiting un-
til later, Chapman wants the 
$500,000 of taxes earmarked 
for affordable housing during 
the foundation’s construction, 
which troubled City Council-
ors Paul Smedberg and Justin 
Wilson. Both strongly oppose 
setting aside tax dollars inde-
pendently of the negotiations 
that mark budget season.
 While affordable housing is 
a priority, it’s not the city’s sole 
focus, they argued. Any alloca-
tions must be made in the con-
text of other needs, like school 
and public safety funding. 

 “I object to making bud-
getary decisions outside of 
the tradeoffs that are inherent 
in that year’s budget,” Wilson 
said. “And so if we want to 
have a discussion about allo-
cating $500,000 of next year’s 
tax revenue to affordable hous-
ing, let’s have that discussion 
when we’re in the budget pro-
cess and we’re weighing it 
against everything else.”
 The duo also argued that 
without the package, which 
included eliminating the af-
fordable housing contribution, 
the foundation would have 
stayed in Arlington or relo-
cated elsewhere. Either way, 
Alexandria would have lost 
out, Wilson said.
 “Clearly we did something 
here that we’ve never done be-
fore,” Wilson said. “We used 
... incentives to try and attract 
an employer to the city and 
encourage community devel-
opment that, quite frankly, had 
we not put this incentive pack-
age on the table, would not 
have happened.”
 The organization’s arrival 
in Alexandria is expected to 
spur job growth and redevel-
opment efforts, particularly in 
the Eisenhower Avenue cor-
ridor. Along with 2,400 jobs, 
the presence of the National 
Science Foundation — which 
draws about 200,000 visitors 
annually — will lead to at least 
one new hotel, an apartment 
building and several office 
buildings, officials said. 
 Local business experts be-
lieve the federal agency could 
generate as much as $83 mil-
lion for the city’s economy 
through the course of its 15-
year lease.

nsF 
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Sign up and receive an electronic version of the Alexandria Times every week!

electronicedition@alextimes.com

T O D A YE M A I L
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Discrepancy comes 
to light as land grab 
considered on waterfront   

By Derrick Perkins 

 

 Eminent domain is and al-
ways has been a contentious 
term, especially in the run-up 
to last year’s election, when 
Mayor Bill Euille touted — er-
roneously — his record of es-
chewing land grabs. 
 “There has been no use of 
eminent domain on any prop-
erties along the waterfront,” 
Euille shot back at then-may-
oral candidate Andrew Mac-
donald during a heated Octo-
ber 2012 debate. “As a matter 
of fact, there’s been no use 
of eminent domain since I’ve 
been serving on city council 
the past 18 years.”
 Euille made this claim dur-

ing a pointed exchange about 
a then-proposed amendment 
to the state constitution, which 
made invoking eminent domain 
costlier and more difficult (this 
alteration became law). 
 But just a few months ear-
lier, officials turned to eminent 
domain for the first time in re-
cent memory as part of a ma-
jor transit project — with city 
council’s blessing.
 The discrepancy, which 
went unnoticed at the time, 
came to light earlier this month 
as reporters scrambled to put 
a stunning policy shift into 
context. On October 8, Euille, 
flanked by City Manager Ra-
shad Young and City Attorney 
Jim Banks, announced City 
Hall would, once again, con-

sider eminent domain in its 
quest to transform the Old Do-
minion Boat Club’s waterfront 
parking lot into a public plaza.
 Though officials always ac-
knowledged eminent domain as 
a possibility in the longstanding 
land-use dispute, they have de-
scribed it as off the table and a 
tool of last resort in recent years. 
Macdonald’s differing assess-
ment last year of the city’s han-
dling of the negotiations with 
the boat club prompted Euille 
to trumpet his clean record on 
eminent domain.
 “Well, I don’t support ef-
forts to take land anywhere 
in Alexandria by eminent do-
main,” Macdonald said. “I think 
it’s a very poor way of dealing 
with not just conflict, but [also] 
land-use issues. And we’ve 
seen that along the waterfront, 
where efforts to take land or 

consider taking land owned by 
the Old Dominion Boat Club ... 
[have] simply created immense 
conflict in the community.”
 Presented with the discrep-
ancy in an email, Euille decl-
lined to clarify his remarks 
and refused to discuss emi-
nent domain prior to a hearing 
next month regarding the boat 
club’s property. 
 “I am not going to deal with 
past campaign rhetoric at this 
time,” he wrote. “The election 
is over.”
 But he did acknowledge 
that the transit project — 
which adds left turning lanes, 
medians and a shared-use path 
at the intersection of King and 

i am not going to deal 
with past campaign 

rhetoric at this time. the election 
is over.”  

-mayor Bill euille

Mayor misspoke on eminent domain
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fIle photo
Mayor Bill Euille, pictured here with City Manager Rashad Young, claimed City Hall had never used eminent 
domain during his tenure on city council at an election debate in 2012. Just months prior, the city used the 
tool as part of a West End transit project. 
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Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
If you’ve been thinking about moving to the Hermitage, 

now is one of the best times ever. We’re offering special 
incentives on our beautiful featured apartments.

And once you’ve settled in, you’ll discover why many 
people like you have made the move: the chance to experi-
ence a new lifestyle with an array of services and ameni-
ties. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who appreciates the 
freedom from home maintenance and the opportunity to 
participate in clubs and social activities. Our residents also 
rave about our superb dining service, our courteous and 
helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring and security 
that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h
Move into one  
of our featured 
apartments and 

take advantage of   
special incentives, 

saving you  
thousands. 

Call  
703-797-3814  

for details. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  

police and worried family and 
friends. From the beginning, 
they believed the longtime ac-
tivist was in danger. 
 Though authorities quickly 
located Harris’ discarded phone 
and circulated images of a tat-
tooed man attempting to use 
the activist’s credit card, a big 
break in the case eluded investi-
gators until January 2012. 
 That’s when an anonymous 
tipster led Prince George’s 
County police to a well situat-
ed on a vacant lot at the 11900 
block of Old Fort Road. Harris 
was shot and killed after the ab-
duction, and his assailants later 
dumped his body.
 Three men were quickly 
charged in connection with the 

slaying: Linwood Johnson, 49; 
Tyrone Lewis, 26; and Ivan 
Newman, 20. A Prince George’s 
County jury found Lewis guilty 
last month on a slew of charges, 
including first-degree murder, 
robbery and kidnapping. He 
will be sentenced November 1.
 According to prosecutors, 
the trio hoped to steal enough 
money to bail out another 
friend.  
 But those who knew Harris 
did not dwell on the circum-
stances of his death Saturday. 
Instead, they recalled his legacy 
and good deeds.
 Tony Suggs, a motivational 
speaker and one-time top boxer, 
remembered how Harris pulled 
him out of a downward spi-
ral following the death of his 

young daughter.
 “When I returned home, I 
was greeted by a bunch of drug 
dealers, drug users, people to 
get me high because nobody 
knew how to deal with a loss or 
tragedy like that,” Suggs said. 
“But then I met Lenny, who 
taught me how to grow up, be 
a man, to face life’s situations. 
He was my sponsor, my men-
tor, my friend — you know — 
my brother.”
 More than honoring Harris, 
naming the park after the activ-
ist will serve as an inspiration to 
the city’s youth, said his broth-
er, Harold Harris. 
 “This is much bigger than 
Lenny, and I think about the 
youth, especially our black 
American youth. When they 
grow up, one of the questions 
we always ask is what do you 
aspire to be? And a lot of our 

black youth do not have any as-
pirations,” Harold Harris said. 
“[The] youth that pass this field 
and see Lenny’s name, they can 
say, ‘Oh my goodness, I knew 
him. I can aspire to help some-
one out like he did.’”
 It was a theme others 
touched upon, including May-
or Bill Euille, who described 
Lenny Harris as a mentee and 
mentor in the years they knew 
each other.
 “Lenny certainly had an im-
pact on each and every one of 
us and will dearly and sorely be 
missed,” Euille said. “But he 
left us with something; he left 
us with an inspiration. He left 
us with hope. He left us with a 
desire to continue his legacy — 
and that’s important.”

alexanDria, this is 
your times

 The Alexandria Times newspaper provides 

our print and online readers with the most 

comprehensive and localized coverage possible 

in the City of Alexandria, with a political tint 

that being in the shadow of the nation’s capital 

makes inevitable. 

 Whether it’s a shake-up at City Hall or a 

new milkshake at Dairy Godmother, our at-

tention is focused on Alexandria, allowing us 

to bring you a unique mesh of city and com-

munity news that our fair and historic city on 

the Potomac deserves. Don’t worry Alexandria 

— we’ve got you covered.

110 S. Pitt St. 
Alexandria, VA
703-739-0001 
alextimes.com

harris 
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But then i met lenny, who 
taught me how to grow up, 

be a man, to face life’s situations. 
he was my sponsor, my mentor, my 
friend — you know — my brother.”

 - tony suggs 
motivational speaker and harris’ friend
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495ExpressLanes.com

Now there’s a simple way to gain more time for what matters. Instead of sitting in Beltway traffic,  
take the 495 Express Lanes and get where you’re going sooner.  No matter where you get on the  
lanes, you’re just minutes away from a convenient exit.  

Get your E-ZPass® at participating Virginia locations for AAA Mid-Atlantic, 
Giant or Wegmans. Or, order online at 495ExpressLanes.com.

PLAYTIME
B U Y S O M E

Experience Beltway travel without gridlock

Drive 65 MPH to get where you’re going faster

Bypass traffic with convenient new interchanges at Westpark Drive, Jones Branch Drive and Lee Highway

Enjoy a smoother, more predictable trip on free-flowing lanes

Worry less about aggressive driving thanks to fewer cars and no trucks 

Travel toll-free with HOV-3+ and an E-ZPass® FlexSM 

Receive assistance from Express Assist, the dedicated safety service crew, for incidents such as flat tires
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Combine fashion, food 
and entertainment in this 
historic hot spot  

By JorDan Wright

 Culpeper is renowned for 
its history and aeronautic acro-
bats, but don’t let that fool you: 
The town has more to offer 
than meets the eye.
 Historians have expounded 
on Culpeper’s role in the Civil 
War, recording everything from 
its battlefields to the town’s il-
lustrious residents and their 
military legacy. Better known 
for battle re-enactments, the 
Flying Circus Air Show and 
living history encampments, 
the area is celebrating the ses-
quicentennial of the American 
Civil War.  
 And that’s just fine by me, 
though my only previous expe-
rience with Culpeper residents 
was the rough-hewn guys in 
pickup trucks who arrive each 
fall with racks of firewood to 
sell to us city slickers. Locals 
call them “woodchucks.”
 But there’s another Culpep-
er. This small, southern town 
has blossomed into a hip des-
tination for foodies, shoppers 
and even equestrians. That’s 
the Culpeper that I had heard 
about and the one I wanted to 
experience — though I knew 
there’d be plenty of history 
along the way. 
 What I found — to my de-
light — was a charming town 
eagerly embracing change.
 As is appropriate, I began 
with a stop at the Culpeper 
visitors center, which is housed 
in a train depot dating back to 
1904. Dodging the walking 
tours and travelers disembark-
ing from an Amtrak train, I fell 
into step with Mary Jo Brown-
ing, a sprightly octogenarian 
whose knowledge of the town’s 
historic homes and churches is 

legendary.  
 Everyone knows Mary, in-
cluding Pastor Stuart Smith, 
of St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, who has come to the 
station to await his daughter’s 
arrival from New York. Mary 
cordially greets him before we 
trot off to his church, key in 
hand.
 At the 19th-century church 
— adorned with Tiffany 
stained glass windows — Mary 
regaled me with a story of its 
old bell and how it survived 
the “War Between the States.” 
As we strolled through town, 
she pointed out things I had 
seen but not processed: the still 
firmly-in-place window bars 
on the Civil War-era jail; the 

town’s giant “LOVE” sculp-
ture, whose letters are formed 
from old movie reels; the farm 
store where you can buy feed 
and baby chicks; and a gar-
goyle sitting atop a roofline.
 We passed the grandiose 
columns of Clarke’s Hardware, 
a 100-year-old store still vi-
tal to the town, and dozens of 
meticulously restored build-
ings en route to the Museum of 
Culpeper History, a low brick 
structure surrounded by a mod-
est white picket fence. 
 Inside, historically bent 
travelers will find a set of 
215-million-year-old dinosaur 
tracks discovered in a local 
quarry. The prints share space 
with Manahoac Indian artifacts 

from Culpeper’s first residents, 
an interactive topographical 
map and relics from the Civil 
War. The Burgandine House, 
an early 19th-century log struc-
ture once used as a tavern and 
furnished as though still occu-
pied, is just a few steps away 
along a garden path.
 With our history lesson fin-
ished, it was time to break out 
the wallet and hit the town. 
Culpeper is home to a host of 
independently owned specialty 
shops.  
 For chic gifts and home de-
cor items, stop by David Ed-
dy’s. Rather peruse antiques? 
Try Quail at the Wood. And if 
you have a four-legged travel-
ing companion, Reigning Cats 

and Dogs is the place to visit.
 For those with a taste for 
unusual oils, balsamic vinegars 
and organic spices, Jeffery 
Mitchell’s Culpeper Cheese 
Co. has it all, including more 
than 100 local and interna-
tional cheeses. If that wasn’t 
enough, Mitchell’s shop boasts 
a variety of craft beers and a 
wine lounge where you can 
sample eight different kinds. 
 Calhoun’s Ham House is 
the spot for bacon, ham and 
sausage. Pick up a country ham 
— they’re legendary.
 Candy-aholics will be in 
their element at the French-
man’s Corner, for posh Euro-

SEE culPePer | 16

get out oF toWn

Spice up travel plans with a trip to Culpeper

photo/JoRDAN wRIght
Chuck Miller, a master distiller with the Stillhouse Distillery at Belmont Farms, is just one of the colorful characters whom visitors heading to 
Culpeper will meet. The region also boasts plenty of shopping, delicious eateries and, of course, Civil War history. 
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now to December 31

OCCUPIED CITY: LIFE IN CIVIL 
WAR ALEXANDRIA EXHIBITION 
This exhibition examines life in an Ameri-
can town seized and held by its federal 
government, following Virginia’s decision 
to secede from the Union in May 1861. 
Explore the experiences of Alexandrians 
and others who lived here during this 
tumultuous time through their words, as 
well as period photographs and collec-
tions items. Suggested admission is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
alexandriahistory.org

MARSHALL HOUSE INCIDENT 
EXHIBITION The deaths of Union Col. 
Elmer Ellsworth and secessionist James 
Jackson at the Marshall House Hotel 
along King Street during the Federal oc-
cupation of Alexandria on May 24, 1861, 
stirred patriotic fervor in the north and 
south. This exhibit at Fort Ward features 
objects from the museum collection — 
like a star from the flag which had flown 
over Marshall House and loan items 
from the Mary Custis Lee chapter of the 
Daughters of the Confederacy — to tell 
this notable story about the event that 
launched the Civil War in Alexandria. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W. 
Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or www.
fortward.org

now to January 4

AFRICAN-AMERICAN ACTIV-
ISTS EXHIBITION Living Legends 
of Alexandria is an ongoing project, 
conceived by Nina Tisara, to create an 
enduring artistic record of the people 
whose vision and dedication make a 
positive, tangible difference to the quali-
ty of life in Alexandria. Over the years, 13 
African-Americans have been chronicled 
as part of the project: Ferdinand Day 
in 2007-08; Lillie Finklea, Carlton Funn 
Sr., Eula Miller, Melvin Miller and Bert 
Ransom in 2008-09; Nelson Greene Sr. 
in 2010; Lynnwood Campbell in 2011; 
Lillian Patterson, Gwen Menefee-Smith 
and Dorothy Turner last year; and Willie 
Bailey Sr. and Rosa Byrd this year. 
Admission is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: www.alexandrialegends.

com or www.alexandriava.gov/blackhis-
tory

october 24

LIBRARY SPEED DATING Come 
share the love of books and find that 
literary better half at this event. There 
will be prizes as well as refreshments. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751

ALEXANDRIA NOVA BAND 
HALLOWEEN CONCERT Come 
spend a night listening to frighten-
ingly good music at this free Halloween 
concert. The Alexandria NOVA Band will 
play a selection of music from various 
composers, including Hector Berlioz, 
Henry Fillmore, Michael Markowski, 
Giacomo Puccini, Camille Saint-Saens 
and Robert W. Smith.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger Con-
cert Hall, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Information: Contact Lisa C. Eckstein 
at 703-845-6252 or leckstein@nvcc.edu

HAIR BALL DANCE CLASS In 
preparation for the Hair Ball on Novem-
ber 16, come learn 18th-century English 
country dancing from expert instructors. 
The class costs $12.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or alexan-
driava.gov/gadsbystavern

october 25 - 27

GHOST AND GRAVEYARD SPE-
CIAL HALLOWEEN TOUR Come 
weave through some of Alexandria’s 
most haunted locations — from Candie’s 
Candies to Christ Church — hearing tales 
of this historic city’s spooky past. Partial 
proceeds of the tours will go to Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum. Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $7 for kids, 7 to 17 years old.
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m. (tours run every 
15 minutes)
Location: Corner of King and Fairfax 
streets, outside of the Burke & Herbert 
Bank
Information: 703-519-1749 or www.
alexcolonialtours.com

october 25

HONORING OUR VOLUNTEERS 
Once again, it’s time to recognize and 
honor volunteers, and Volunteer Alexan-
dria invites everyone to attend. Honoring 
Our Volunteers will recognize volunteers 
who have served the community consis-
tently over their lifetime or have helped 
an organization to further its mission. 
Tickets are $60.
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: American Legion Post No. 
24, 400 Cameron St.
Information: www.volunteeralexan-
dria.org

GHOSTS AND FOLKLORE OF 
ALEXANDRIA Alexandria is one of 
the most haunted cities in the country. 
Join Betty Ward, of Footsteps to the Past, 
and author and historian Michael Lee 
Pope as they share tales of the city’s 
haunted history. A dessert reception will 
follow the stories. The event costs $10.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.

Information: 703-548-0035 or www.
nvfaa.org

october 26 - 27

CHOCTOBERFEST Ten Thousand 
Villages is cooking up a spectacular 
fair-trade taste test. Store volunteers and 
staff will have a bakeoff, making deli-
cious recipes that incorporate fair-trade 
chocolate in some way. Customers will 
have the opportunity to sample all of 
these delectable treats and vote for their 
favorites.
Time: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and 
noon to 6 p.m. Sunday
Location: Ten Thousand Villages, 915 
King St.
Information: 703-684-1435 or alex-
andria.tenthousandvillages.com

october 26

OLD TOWN FARMERS MARKET 
The market includes local dairy, fish, 
fruits and vegetables. There is free park-
ing in the garage during market hours. 
Time: 7 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

ALEXANDRIA 5K This fun commu-
nity event serves as a fundraiser for the 
Alexandria nonprofit, Casa Chirilagua.
Time: 8 to 11 a.m.
Location: Cameron Run Regional Park, 
4001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: Contact Graedon Zorzi at 
703-535-6815 or gzorzi@ctkalexandria.
org

ALEXANDRIA WALK TO FIGHT 
BREAST CANCER All proceeds from 
the event will benefit the Alexandria 
Breast Cancer Walk Fund at Inova 
Alexandria Hospital, which provides 
mammograms to uninsured women and 
men or to those in financial need. Since 
the walk’s inception in 1994, more 
than 7,000 women have been helped 
because of the generous support of 
sponsors, walkers and their pledges.
Time: 8 a.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: Contact Latoshia Love 
at 703-746-3123 or latoshia.love@
alexandriava.gov

BARK OR TREAT HALLOWEN 
CANINE CRUISE The Potomac Riv-
erboat Co. invites guests with costumed 
pup in tow to cruise around the Potomac 
River on this 40-minute ride to Hallow-
een tunes. The cruise is $15 for adults 
and $9 for children (dogs ride free).
Time: 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria City Marina, 0 
Cameron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or www.
potomacriverboatco.com

LE TOUR D’ALEXANDRIA 
LIBRARY The Alexandria Library 
invites the community to participate in 
its first bicycle tour of all library locations. 
Guests can bring their bike and join 
library staff for a leisurely 12-mile loop. 
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: Contact Kimberly Na-
thaniel at 703-746-1770
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calenDar 
oF events
To have your event considered 

for our calendar listings, 
please email events@

alextimes.com. You can also 
post your event directly to our 

online calendar by visiting 
www.alextimes.com.

Spice up travel plans with a trip to Culpeper

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

The 39 Steps                10/26 - 11/16

This entertaining thriller-spoof is a tongue- 
in-check homage to spy thrillers and all 
things Hitchcock. Four actors play over one 
hundred roles, meaning you are in for a 
break-neck treat on the LTA stage!

WASHINGTON SUBURBAN PRESS
WED 10/23
3-61x8 NS
all.12y-r1-3-61x8-4c.1023.wsp

SUB
COPY

★★★★
“A blistering, brilliant, straight-up classic.”

Peter Travers, 

“A film of such Humanity And Grace that at every moment,
you feel you're seEing something essential.”

owen gleiberman,  

Copyright © 2013 Twentieth Century Fox. All Rights Reserved.
12YEARSASLAVE.COM

WASHINGTON, DC
Regal 
Gallery Place Stadium 14
(800) FANDANGO #1721
ALEXANDRIA
AMC Hoffman Center 22
(888) AMC-4FUN
ARLINGTON
AMC Loews Shirlington 7
(888) AMC-4FUN

BETHESDA Landmark’s 
Bethesda Row Cinema
(301) 652-7273
BOWIE Regal Bowie Stadium 14
(800) FANDANGO #454
FAIRFAX Angelika Mosaic
(800) FANDANGO #2726
FAIRFAX
Cinema Arts Theatre
(703) 978-6991

FAIRFAX
Rave Fairfax Corner 14 
+ Xtreme
(703) 378-6550
HANOVER
Cinemark Egyptian 24
(800) FANDANGO #2156
HYATTSVILLE
Regal Royale Stadium 14
(301) 864-FILM

LARGO
AMC Magic Johnson 
Capital Center 12
(888) AMC-4FUN
MCLEAN
AMC Tysons Corner 16
(888) AMC-4FUN
SILVER SPRING
Regal Majestic Stadium 20
(800) FANDANGO #4012

www.alextimes.com
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pean chocolates, and My Secret 
Stash, an old-time candy store 
chock-a-block with classic 
treats. The best sellers are the 
faux pimento olives (they’re re-
ally chocolate almonds), sugar-
sanded grapefruit gummies and 
chocolate sea salt caramels. 
 Scoop up some pumpkin 
malt balls while you’re at My 
Secret Stash. The glass apoth-
ecary jars filled with candies 
share space with a well-culled 
selection of unusual antiques 
and funky collectibles, like vin-
tage fans and 1950s barware. 
 Mary R. Benson, a Reiki 
master and specialist in nutri-
tion and homeopathy, welcomes 
questions from curious visitors 
at Herbal Connection. Her herb-
lined shelves, vitamins and Eze-
kiel bread say all there is to say 

about her 22 years dispensing 
kindness and healing. 
 If you did not get your fill 
at Culpeper Cheese Co., Kim 
Kelly’s Vinosity reveals an as-
tonishingly comprehensive, 
hand-selected collection of 
wines. Step up to chest-height 
tables for informal tastings with 
fellow wine enthusiasts.
 World travelers, or those 
who aspire to be, will find plen-
ty of ethnic souvenirs to bring 
home with a visit to The Cama-
leer. Housed in its two restored 
historic buildings are interna-
tional giftware, aboriginal arts 
and crafts, and clothing from 
more than 80 countries.  
 On Saturday mornings, the 
farmers market fills a park-
ing lot across from the Depot. 
There you will find locally 
grown goods, from vegetables 
and herbs to meats, honey and 
pretty flowers. Specialty items 

— like salmon from East Street 
Fish (smoked by Pranas Rimei-
kis, Culpeper’s former mayor), 
home-baked goodies, scented 
soaps made with goat’s milk 
and pretty crafts — also entice 
buyers at the market.
 Stop in at Harriet’s General, 
where made-in-America prod-
ucts shine and you can pick up 
a pair of Red Wing work boots. 
Or check out the Green Roost 
for a life-size paper sculpture of 
a moose and earth-friendly gear 
for men, women, babies and 
your home.
 All that window-shopping 

tends to work up an appetite. 
Luckily, there are plenty of din-
ing options to choose from. For 
the gourmand, there’s excep-
tional dining at Foti’s Restau-
rant. The chef and owner, Frank 
Maragos, is an Inn at Little 
Washington alumnus. Patrons 
will appreciate the Pimm’s Cup 
cocktail, properly served with a 
ribbon of cucumber.  
 Mediterranean-influenced 
cuisine tempts from It’s About 
Thyme, while fresh-caught sea-
food lures people to The Copper 
Fish Seafood & Raw Bar, where 
— from 4 to 7 p.m. — you can 

slurp oysters at half-price.    
 For down-home cooking, 
there’s the Frost Cafe, a 50s 
throwback diner boasting booth 
jukeboxes and mega portions of 
Southern-style comfort food.
 At the Raven’s Nest Cof-
fee House, you’ll find fabulous 
pies, quiches, scones, cakes and 
muffins, all baked by owner 
Jessica Hall. Paintings by local 
artists grace homey brick walls, 
and the world music vibe is 
downright groovy.
 Breakfast is a pastime in 
Culpeper, and many purposely 
ease into their day with coffee 
and delicious muffins from the 
Thyme Market, whose umbrel-
la-lined alleyway serves as a 

culPePer 
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photo/JoRDAN wRIght
There is something for everyone 
in Culpeper. The quaint, southern 
town boasts historical attractions, 
like the Burgandine House (top 
left), and great shopping spots, 
like the Culpeper Cheese Co. 
(top). The community’s love of 
film also is on display (left). 

school open 
houses

SEE culPePer | 17
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 The Heights School

10 4 0 0 S e v e n L o c k S R o a d  P o T o m a c m a R y L a n d 2 0 8 5 4  
T :  3 0 1.7 6 5 . 2 0 9 3 

The Heights is an independent catholic preparatory 
school for boys in grades 3-12 located in Potomac, md

Men fully aliveMen fully alive

www.heights.edu

Sunday, october 27, 2013 from 2:00-5:30 pm
Fall open House

Bus Service available from alexandriawww.saintanselms.org
Open House: November 3, 11am-3pm

St. Anselm’s 
Abbey School.

Where a rigorous curriculum  
keeps students challenged and engaged. 

Where a warm community 
encourages every boy to be himself.    

Where dozens of sports, arts, and clubs  
give rise to confident leaders.  

Where a strong Benedictine tradition 
grounds values and inspires faith.

Where Bright Boys Become 
Exceptional Men. 

.

school open houses

to advertise your school’s
 open house  

in the alexandria times, 
call 703-739-0001 today!

culPePer 
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desirable respite for a glass of 
wine and a piece of cheese or 
a slice of Orange Dreamsicle 
cheesecake. When the pace 
quickens later in the day, locals 
pick up wood-fired pizzas and 

herb-crusted roast chickens for 
supper.
 If there’s still time left over 
after visiting Culpeper’s high-
lights, you can spend it visiting 
nearby farms and wineries. 
 The Stillhouse Distillery at 
Belmont Farm is a half-dozen 
miles out of town but well 

worth the visit. It is the oldest 
craft distillery in the United 
States. The corn, wheat and 
barley used to make the whis-
key are grown on the 195-acre 
farm. 
 Chuck Miller presides over 
the distillery and the family’s 
secret recipe that was devel-

oped by his grandfather during 
Prohibition. Try the Virginia 
Lightning whiskey, a classic 
moonshine, or the Kopper Ket-
tle whiskey, which is aged in 
charred oak barrels and similar 
to bourbon. Tours are offered 
throughout the day.
 Among the many places to 

hop on a horse is the equestrian 
center at the beautiful Inn at 
Kelly’s Ford, a 500-acre prop-
erty just off Route 29 where 
you can trail ride along the 
Rappahannock River. After-
ward, be sure to stop in at Pel-
ham’s Pub for a hand-pulled 
pint to wet your whistle. 
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Le Refuge
Where you can 
experience the tastes 
and ambiance of a 
paris cafe Without leaving 
the city limits.

Serving Country French Cuisine since 1983

127 N. Washington St.
703.548.4661
WWW.lerefugealexandria.com

let’s eat
 No matter the day or season, 
it’s always a good time for grilled, 
juicy burgers from the barbecue. 
The folks at Foster’s Grille have 
perfected the hot sandwich — espe-
cially with their famous charburger 
— and made a lot of friends and 
loyal customers in the process. 
 The aroma around Foster’s 
Grille is intoxicating. Just walking 
or driving by the 2004 Eisenhower 
Ave. restaurant is a treat, as the 
smell of mouthwatering charburg-
ers fills the air.
 But there’s more than meets the 
nose at Foster’s Grille. The restau-
rant’s charburgers are delicious, 
high-quality beef burgers, custom 
made for each patron. In addition 
to the signature meal, the eatery of-
fers turkey burgers, garden burgers, 
chicken sandwiches, Philly cheese-
steak sandwiches, wings and oven-

roasted turkey sandwiches. 
 During football and hockey sea-
son (not to mention the World Se-
ries just starting), the hot dogs and 
party platters of buffalo wings are 
must-try menu items, according to 
Foster’s Grille regulars. Staff mem-
bers confirm that dogs and wings 
are always in demand, especially 
since so many people claim the all-
beef hot dogs are the best in Alex-
andria.
 The milkshakes and lemonade 
also receive top marks at Foster’s 
Grille. The shakes are thick and fla-
vorful, and the lemonade is freshly 
squeezed.
 Got kids? The smaller set love 
Foster’s Grille because they like 
playing video games while the 
cooks prepare their tasty meals. 
Moreover, children love the right-
sized portions of hamburgers, hot 

dogs, chicken fingers and grilled 
cheese.
 For sports aficionados, the res-
taurant has three large TVs that 
show games nearly all the time. 
Whether dining in or picking up 
an order, never worry about miss-
ing a play.
 So whether tailgating and 
searching for some amazing party 
platters or just meeting up with 
friends and family for a good time, 
check out Foster’s Grille. The burg-
ers are some of the best in the D.C. 
area, and there are plenty of other 
scrumptious choices to satisfy any 
craving. 

 Call 703-519-0055 or go to 
www.fostersgrille.com for more 

information about the menu, party 
platters or the Dining for Dollars 
charitable fundraising program.

Follow the enticing aroma to Foster’s Grille

www.bastillerestaurant.com

Casual elegance at your doorstep!

1201 N. Royal Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Reservations: 703-519-3776

a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria times

801 N. FairFax STrEET  •  alExaNdria Va 22314  •  703.535.6622  •  www.royalThaiSuShi.com

Sushi bar

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

Enjoy fall dining on our patio!

Salsa Burger

Pulled Pork 
Barbeque Sandwich

Birthday  
Milkshake

703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated

2004 Eisenhower Ave. 
Alexandria, VA 22314

Check out our menu enhancements!

$3.00
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Beauregard streets — required 
eminent domain. 
 “In recent years, eminent do-
main has been used by the city for 
one project: to complete the ac-
quisition of the 19 parts of parcels 
needed for the King-Beauregard 
intersection widening project,” he 
wrote. “Most of the land acquired 
by the city was small slivers of 
parcel frontage needed to widen 
the intersection.”
 Though Euille voted in favor 
of it, seizing the right-of-way 
for the project was not an easy 
choice. City councilors debated 
the measure for nearly an hour in 
June 2012. 
 And the circumstances sur-
rounding the land grab last year 
were anything but cut-and-dry. 
All but two of the property own-

ers agreed to strike a deal. 
 The two holdouts, according 
to testimony from city staff, re-
fused to negotiate — on the ad-
vice of their lawyers — until City 
Hall invoked the eminent domain 
process.
 When faced with the prospect 
of seizing land, officials have two 
paths to choose from, each with 
advantages and disadvantages. In 
this case, invoking eminent do-
main gave City Hall immediate 
control of the property but with-
out the ability to withdraw if the 
final price tag — a figure settled 
in circuit court — grew too hefty. 
 “The benefit is you get [the 
property] right away,” said Depu-
ty City Attorney Chris Spera, who 
handled the case. “The downside 
to the municipality is that if you’re 
way off on value and the property 
owner proves it has a much higher 
value, you’re stuck. You still have 

to pay it.”
 Known as a quick take, this 
form of eminent domain is de-
signed for situations in which im-
mediate possession of the land is 
necessary. The alternative gives 
officials the flexibility to back 
away from negotiations but leaves 
the land in the hands of the private 
owner until a settlement is reached. 
 “For [something] like a road 
construction project, you can’t 
let [negotiations] hold it up, but 
the downside is you can’t walk,” 
Spera said. 
 While city council wasn’t 
unanimous on whether to use em-
inent domain — the two Repub-
licans serving then voted against 
the measure — supporters went 
to great pains to paint the land 
grab as a friendly move.
 “This is not a hostile process,” 
Euille said before voting in favor of 
using eminent domain.

To feature your store in  

Shop 
Around 

the 
Corner 

Call Alexandria Times 
at 703-739-0001. 

euille 
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let’s eat a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria times

Simone marchand singing  
Edith Piaf songs every Friday night 

Whole Maine Lobster  
Dinner $17.95

Not valid with other offers

Special Dinner for Two $34
6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. (in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues)

Your choice of 2 entrées and 1 bottle  
of red or white wine selected by the house 

Lobster 235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

It’s our  
Third YEAR!

277 S. Washington Street
703.683.3247 • societyfair.net

3 course dinner $45
STARTER: Soup or Salad, Roasted Lobster Tail with 
Vol-au-Vent (puff pastry with Lobster Velouté 
and Leeks) and Dessert! Every Tuesday 
night! For reservations: societyfair.net
 

Giving thanks was never easier! We’re cooking! 
Thanksgiving To-Go Bags, pies, classic sides and 
more! Pre-order whole heritage turkey by 11/16 
and bottle of wine is included in the price!  

Tuesday
Lobster  Night!

New to the Fair!

 Fair!at the



20 | OCTObEr 24, 2013 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

Two-time state 
championship team 
reunites 20 years later

By Jim mcelhatton 

 

 Bishop Ireton was down 
30-0 to rival Paul VI near half-
time Saturday afternoon when 
a group of men began gath-
ering behind the Cardinals 
bench.
 Wearing Ireton jerseys — 
with names like Behan, Knight 
and Prokop — they hugged, 
shook hands and laughed. 
They marveled at the shape of 
Fannon Field’s synthetic sur-
face, recalling the mud, grass 
and rocks from when they 
played.
 Instead of footballs, many 
were stooped over chasing 
toddlers. And while many 
hadn’t talked in years, they ef-
fortlessly eased back into con-
versations as if they were at 

high school football practice 
two decades earlier.
 Now in their mid- to late-
30s, the men belonged to one 
or both of the consecutive 
Ireton championship teams of 

1992 and ’93. The celebrated 
squads featured the explosive 
Wing T offense and boasted a 
head coach who still does his 
best to deflect any credit.
 Still, the former players 

surrounding Chip Armstrong 
talked about how their head 
coach taught them not only to 
win, but also how to do well in 
life after football.
 “One of Coach Armstrong’s 
great quotes is: ‘The way you 
practice is the way you play,’” 
said Wes Kaupinen, who was 
a sophomore running back on 
the ’93 team. “There are no 
miracles on game day. What’s 
behind that quote is no matter 
what you’re doing, you come 
every day with an intensity 
and a focus on performing.”
 Armstrong’s first year in 
’91 saw Ireton go 5-5. And 
things started slowly the fol-
lowing year. The team’s 1-2 
record gave no indication that 
their season would end with a 
state title.
 But players recalled a mid-
year, pregame locker room 
speech by Ross Dessert, a cap-
tain and starting fullback. He 
talked about “Cardinal Pride” 
and the importance of making 
your mark while you can. And 
the pep talk fueled the team’s 
decisive win over Paul VI and 
carried over through the rest 
of the ’92 season.
 The consensus behind the 

sidelines Saturday was that 
the ’92 and ’93 teams were 
the best in school history. Yet 
that wasn’t what was most im-
portant looking back all these 
years later.
 “I owe everything to this 
school,” said Lenny Scarola, 
known among teammates as 
Ireton’s version of NFL great 
Dick Butkus. “I met my wife 
here. We’ve got kids. I’m still 

Remember the Bishop Ireton Cardinals
sPorts

Coach took 
a bunch of 

kids who had no 
real physical talent 
or speed and turned 
them into a winning 
team. Nobody was 
particularly big or 
strong or fast, but it all 
just seemed to work. 
We just clicked.”

- Chris Colbert 
Bishop Ireton quarterback, 

1992-93 

SEE carDinals | 21
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Members of the 1992 and ’93 championship Cardinals squads returned to Bishop Ireton on Saturday. Though the Cardinals lost to Paul VI, 
that didn’t stop the former athletes from remembering their glory days. 
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FALL 
into   Fitness 

Strength, cardio and nutritional guidance. 

StArt  with  your  PerSonAL  trAiner  todAy!

300 north washington  street, suite 106, alexandria, va 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

call 703.683.0777 today & receive $225 off
termS & con ditionS APPLy.  n ew cLi entS on Ly. 

friends with these guys today. 
 “I can’t believe the time 
flies so fast. I got an email 
saying it’s been 20 years, and 
I just couldn’t believe it.”
 While Scarola is now a 
successful entrepreneur with 
a home improvement busi-
ness, former teammates talked 
about him as an intense line-
backer who — at the Wash-
ington Catholic Athletic Con-
ference championship at Byrd 
Stadium in ’93 — shut down 
Paul VI star Jamie Stafford.
 The teammates came from 
as far away as Seattle for the 
reunion. Several enlisted in 
the military, including Rick 
Capta, Marty Weeks and Bill 
Gallagher, a two-way starter 
at tight end and defensive end 
who later became a Navy Seal. 
Others went to top-ranked col-
leges and did well in the busi-
ness world.
 “Coach took a bunch of 
kids who had no real physical 
talent or speed and turned them 

into a winning team,” said 
Chris Colbert, the star quarter-
back on both teams. “Nobody 
was particularly big or strong 
or fast, but it all just seemed to 
work. We just clicked.”
 Under Armstrong, the team 
adopted the Wing T offense, 
which uses multiple running 
backs and the quarterback to 
employ lots of fakes and misdi-
rection. To execute the strategy, 

you need a solid offensive line. 
 And like any good quar-
terback, Colbert is quick to 
praise his line. Players also 
credited assistant coach Dick 
Combs for helping them im-
plement the offense.
 Allan Kaupinen, vice 
president of the nonprofit Al-
exandria Sportsman’s Club, 
watched the ’93 season unfold 
from the sidelines during prac-
tices and games because his 
son, Wes Kaupinen, was on 
the team.
 “I’m really close to my 
kids, and to this day, Wes talks 
about the coach,” Allan Kaup-
inen said. “Coaches, beyond 
mothers and fathers, are of-

ten the biggest influence in a 
young person’s life.”
 Armstrong looks the part. 
He’s solidly built and tall, ex-
uding authority. But he’s also 
humble. Talking about his 
accomplishments as a coach 
doesn’t come easy. 
 For as much as he thor-
oughly enjoyed catching up 
with his old players, he was 
hardly eager to take any credit 
for their accomplishments on 
or off the field.
 “It’s been a very hum-
bling experience,” Armstrong 
said. “I’ve been a coach for 
30 years, and this was a great 
group of kids with great par-
ents. I don’t remember one 

time where a kid was talking 
back to me or to any of the 
coaches, not once.
 “I was younger back then, 
maybe a little more enthusi-
astic. It was just such a fun 
time. And I think that some-
times gets lost. It’s the ability 
to have fun, that’s what it’s all 
about.”
 Just then, Ireton scored 
a late touchdown. While the 
Cardinals lost 44-21, the for-
mer players on the sidelines 
erupted.
 “Look at this!” one yelled. 
“What a run! What a run!”
 Indeed, for the Cardinals of 
the early 1990s, what a run it 
was.

photo/sAwyeR mcelhAttoN 

Kyle Broughan celebrates dur-
ing Bishop Ireton’s matchup 
with Paul VI on Saturday, which 
served as a 20-year reunion for 
him and his former teammates.
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By mary g. PePitone

 The baby nursery has really 
grown up in the home. Featuring 
transitional furniture that grows 
with the baby, today’s nursery can 
be smartly sophisticated for the 
smaller set while still appealing to 
a parental aesthetic.
 You don’t have to sacrifice style 
for small ones, says Danielle Kurtz, 
creative director for The Land of 
Nod, a catalog, Internet and retail 
store company based in Morton 
Grove, Ill., which specializes in 
children’s furniture, bedding and 
accessories. 
 “The design of a baby’s nurs-
ery should be an extension of your 
home’s overall design,” Kurtz says. 
“Gone are the days when parents 
might feel they have to check their 

style at the nursery door and usher 
in licensed character merchandise 
for children’s rooms.”
 When it comes to the design of 
the nursery room, the handwriting’s 
on the wall for cutesy “duck-in-
bonnet” wallpaper with a match-
ing border or pastel pink- or blue-
painted walls. Instead, neutrals are 
the new nursery color.
 “Shades of white in a room 
make for a clean space and serve 
as a backdrop for accessories with 
pops of color,” Kurtz says. “Graph-
ic wallpaper makes a statement and 
creates a focal point when hung on 
a single wall.”
 To keep walls as fresh as the 
day they were painted or papered, 
consider covering the lower part of 
the wall with durable and decora-
tive wainscoting. But no matter 

how you break down the design of 
the nursery walls, make sure to start 
any project well in advance of the 
baby’s arrival, so the room is fume-
free. 
 Building a baby’s bedroom 
starts underfoot. Whether you roll 
out wall-to-wall carpeting or have 
an area rug over tile or hardwoods, 
a soft surface will visually warm 
the space and absorb sound, espe-
cially if you’re checking on a sleep-
ing baby.
 A design starting at the ground 
level with a colorful or graphical-
ly dynamic rug can unify a color 
scheme for the diminutive dwell-
ing. But for safety’s sake, make 
sure any area rug is secured to the 
floor to prevent falls, especially 
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at home
Nurseries hit a growth spurt

home oF the Week

 A home like 407 Duke St. 
is proof that Old Town con-
tinued to be an important port 
long after the colonial period. 
Considered the grandest home 
at a privileged location when 
completed in 1872, the Wil-
liam Lambert House is the 
city’s foremost example of the 
Second Empire style. 
 Softly shaped marble steps 
lead to a vestibule with heavy 
wooden doors and thence 
through beveled doors into 
the foyer. The high-ceiling 
entrance, with its grand stair-
case, opens into an imposing 
double drawing room.
 There are 13-foot ceilings, 

8-foot windows and paneled 
doors measuring 10 feet in 
height. Crown molding runs 
along the ceiling, and delicate 
plasters garland the walls. A 
pair of fireplaces retains their 
original marble mantels. 
 There is a light-filled fam-
ily room and a splendid dining 
room. The kitchen is the heart 
of the home with a 9-foot 
granite island. 

 The master bedroom suite 
leads to a private sleeping 
porch. There is a handsome 
library and two bedrooms, 
which are served by a hall 
bath. And the third floor 
contains two bedrooms and  
a bath. 
 A Victorian side porch, 
terraces and gardens fill the 
double lot. There are two off-
street parking spaces.

Come see the elegance of Old Town’s William Lambert House

At a Glance:
Location: 407 Duke St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $4,150,000
bedrooms: 5
baths: 4
Fireplaces: 8 wood-burning, 1 gas

Year built: 1872
Contact: Susan Anthony, of McEnearney 
Associates, at 703-795-9536 or 
susanbruceanthony@mcenearney.com

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe Follow Us
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

 European Country Living � 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   TEL (703) 778-4172   OnLinE ShopECL.com

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIAL

photo/the lAND of NoD
Accessorize a neutral-colored nursery with colorful 
accessories that are gender-neutral. The Land of Nod 
Verona Crib ($1,599) grows with a child, as it converts 
into a toddler bed and — later — a full-sized bed. 

photos/Ds cReAtIve gRoup
(Left) A grand Victorian style home. 
(Right) Double drawing room with wood 
burning fireplaces. 
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when carrying a baby.
 When it comes to furniture, 
a nursery requires only a few 
pieces for parents and the baby 
to bunk-out: a crib; comfort-
able seating; a place to change 
diapers; and storage for wee 
items, including toys, books, 
clothing and blankets.
 “The nursery revolves 
around the crib,” Kurtz says, 
“It is often the largest purchase 
in a nursery but also the most 
important, since a baby will 
spend a lot of time in it.”
 The U.S. Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission’s re-
quirements for selling a safer 
generation of cribs changed 
June 28, 2011, to help ensure a 
baby’s sleep is not only sound, 
but also safe. A crib manufac-
tured before that date may not 
meet federal safety standards, 
with unsafe features includ-
ing drop-side cribs and ones 
in which the distance between 
slats measures greater than 2 
3/8 inches.
 Mini-modern furniture with 
clean lines is the style many 
parents are choosing for their 
nursery. The Land of Nod’s 
cribs meet safety guidelines, 
with prices that start at $649. 
Conversion kits are available 
for some models, so the crib 
can grow as the baby’s need for 
sleep is best met in a toddler 
or — eventually — full-sized 
bed.

 The International Associa-
tion for Child Safety recom-
mends that the placement of 
the crib not be directly beneath 
a window with corded blinds 
or adjacent to other pieces of 
furniture, such as a dresser, 
which may encourage toddlers 

to climb. Also, parents should 
buy a firm mattress that fits 
snugly inside the crib.
 Parents are investing in 
nursery pieces in the same style 
found in furniture throughout 
the rest of the home. A chair, 

lamp or streamlined storage 
unit can easily transition into 
the family room as the baby 
becomes more active, with-
out looking out of place. Also, 
nursery dressers can be modi-
fied to easily become a chang-
ing station, using The Land of 
Nod’s “changer” top and pad 
($149). 
 Kurtz advises parents to 
anchor pieces of furniture — 
such as dressers — to the wall 
to prevent tipping when a curi-
ous child begins to climb. 
 “Tip-restraint kits are in-
cluded with our dressers to 
anchor them to the wall,” she 
says. “You can also buy these 
anchors at your local hardware 
store, but the important thing 
is to install them into the wall 
studs.”
 After the furniture is in 
place, accessorize a neutral-
colored nursery with colorful 
accessories that are gender-
neutral. Blankets, pillows and 
artwork in atomic oranges, 
sea-glass blues, sunny yellows 
and sherbet-inspired greens 
enliven a space. Artwork can 
be sophisticated and play-
ful to reflect a personal style, 
but keep the space above 
and inside the crib clear of 
hard-framed pictures and soft 
throws.
 Removable and reposition-
able decals, starting around 
$25, are a great way to be cre-
ative without fully committing 
to a design. Decals are as sim-
ple as 1-2-3 and range from A-

B-C to animal motifs.
 “You can be bold and ad-
venturous in a nursery, using 
color and patterns, such as 
chevrons, stripes and polka 
dots. People who might be 
more conservative in the rest 

of their home can play in a 
nursery,” Kurtz says. “There’s 
enough to worry about when 
you’re expecting and raising 
children; putting the nursery 
together isn’t meant to be in-
timidating, it should be fun.”

Come see the elegance of Old Town’s William Lambert House

nursery 
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photo/the lAND of NoD
The nursery is a place in the home to have fun, using color and patterns, such as bold stripes and polka 
dots. The Land of Nod Walnut Andersen Crib ($1,099) has clean lines and a traditional style that will 
work in any nursery setting. 

The 
nursery 

revolves around 
the crib. It is 
often the largest 
purchase in 
a nursery but 
also the most 
important, since a 
baby will spend a 
lot of time in it.”

- Danielle Kurtz 
Creative director for  

The Land of Nod 

www.alextimes.com
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our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

 City councilors righted a bit of a wrong Saturday, 
agreeing to discuss shunting $500,000 in real estate 
taxes from the National Science Foundation’s future 
home into efforts to preserve affordable housing. But 
they could — and should — have gone further. 
 What was the wrong? While drawing up a competi-
tive package of tax breaks and other incentives to lure 
the federal agency to Alexandria, negotiators dropped a 
required contribution to the affordable housing fund. 
 Though enticing the foundation to leave Arlington 
County represents a major victory — think jobs and 
redevelopment along Eisenhower Avenue — leaving 
about $1.04 million on the table was a mistake. 
 By redirecting tax dollars from the site into the af-
fordable housing fund, the city council will take a step 
toward atoning for the original sin. But if it’s willing 
to reallocate $500,000, then we have to ask: Why not 
more? Why not the whole sum?
 City Councilor John Chapman, who proposed the 
measure, indicated Saturday that he initially had a larger 
figure in mind. But in talking to his colleagues, he real-
ized a more generous sum lacked support. 
 And that’s a shame. 
 We know, as do our city councilors, that Alexandria’s 
shrinking pool of affordable housing has reached a crisis 
point. We also know that you, our readers and residents 
of this city, recognize the need for affordable housing. 
It keeps the city diverse and provides homes for people, 
such as firefighters, police officers and teachers — not 
to mention the folks who bag your groceries or serve 
you drinks during happy hour.
 The National Science Foundation is expected to be a 
boon for Alexandria. It will bring jobs (from construc-
tion workers to scientists), drive development and gen-
erate as much as $83 million for our local economy over 
15 years. The agency’s likely role as an economic en-
gine is exactly the reason why officials gave the federal 
government such a sweetheart deal to relocate.
 Given the amount of money we’re talking about 
here, $500,000 seems a pittance in comparison. Chap-
man did not name individuals while discussing his frus-
trated efforts to garner more money for the fund, but it’s 
clear he could not convince at least three of his fellow 
councilors.
 They have time to reconsider — and we hope they do 
in the weeks and months ahead. Reallocating $500,000 
is a start, but we should do better.

To the editor:
 Again, there is talk about 
Alexandria City Public 
Schools sending students to 
the Thomas Jefferson High 
School for Science and Tech-
nology. This means creating 
a proposed elite group of 14 
students whose tuition — paid 
with city tax money — would 
cost thousands of dollars. 
 That money should only 
be used for the enrichment 
of all the students in our 
schools. There are advanced 

placement classes at T.C. 
Williams — about 25 in all 
— so our brightest have the 
same options as TJ students.
 Alexandria’s schools have 
always been considered trou-
bled, and I have lived here 
for 43 years. Through these 
years, many students have 
gone on to top universities for 
undergraduate and higher de-
grees, including my daughter, 
who has a Ph.D. in a science 
field without the benefit of at-
tending TJ.

 There are many factors 
in this “troubled” reputation. 
The major ones are social and 
economic. There are 80 lan-
guages spoken in the homes 
of our students, who hail 
from 128 countries of birth. 
Thus I urge the school board 
to continue to decline sending 
any students to TJ and use all 
their efforts and funds for all 
the children of our city.

- Amoret Bell Bunn
Alexandria

The money needed to send students 
to TJ could be better used elsewhere

Who cares? We Do.

$500K for affordable housing 
barely scratches the surface 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    OCTObEr 24, 2013 | 25 

Who cares? We Do. email comments, rants & raves to letters@alextimes.com.

To the editor:
 Halloween is upon us and 
lots of scary things are in the 
wind. As a grandmother, I de-
light in seeing my grandchil-
dren “think spooky.” 
 But I don’t like to “think 
spooky” when I think of Vir-
ginia’s government. I don’t like 
to think a man such as Terry 
McAuliffe would be the com-
monwealth’s next governor. 
That is a spooky thought. 
 McAuliffe makes lots of 
promises about creating jobs 

and then burdening us with 
environmental regulations. He 
talks about governing wisely 
but hasn’t shown that he knows 
how Virginia’s legislative pro-
cess works. That is spooky.  
 I have no fears like that with 
Ken Cuccinelli, however. He 
knows Virginia and how our 
government works. He’s a work-
er for grandmothers like me.

- Linda Greenberg
Alexandria

To the editor:
 To Virginia’s credit, its 
Legislature and voters limit-
ed eminent domain last year. 
Even in liberal Alexandria, 
nearly three-fifths voted to 
restrict eminent domain. 
 But across the river, in 
ultra-liberal Washington, the 
city government is prepar-
ing to take land by eminent 
domain for a public-private 
project — a soccer stadium 
— something that Virginia 
does not allow.
 To stay competitive, to-

day’s Democrats can’t af-
ford to be seen as anti-busi-
ness, so they lavish favored 
companies with government 
benefits to compete with 
the Republicans’ laissez-
faire approach to business 
regulations. As your edito-
rial (“Waterfront lot is boat 
club’s domain,” October 10) 
stated, “Taking the boat club 
lot and building a plaza will 
directly benefit four compa-
nies that ... want to develop 
land along the waterfront.”
 For the Alexandria 

Times, that is a reason not to 
use eminent domain, but for 
City Hall, it is a reason for 
using eminent domain. The 
city has been dickering with 
the Old Dominion Boat Club 
for a long time, but the four 
companies’ eagerness to de-
velop most likely is what has 
tipped City Hall toward emi-
nent domain. The timing is 
no mere coincidence.

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Who knows Virginia better 
than Ken Cuccinelli?

Developers are behind City Hall’s 
interest in boat club’s parking lot

        The Business Plan
             with Bill Reagan

 During the recent weeks 
of stomach-churning uncer-
tainty, large and small busi-
nesses have suffered from 
the government 
shutdown. 
 Many firms 
dependent on gov-
ernment contracts 
faced tough deci-
sions, like how 
long they could 
go without lay-
offs. Other small 
businesses were 
thrown into chaos as offices 
that processed federal certifi-
cations or loan programs sus-
pended operations.
  The tourism and hospital-
ity industry also took a hit 
as major attractions in the 
region closed and confer-
ences were canceled. While 
a few retailers and food ser-
vice businesses experienced 
increased activity from fur-

loughed workers looking for 
things to do, many others saw 
shoppers postpone purchases 
until their finances stabilized.

  As we 
move past the shut-
down, we have an 
opportunity to ex-
amine some les-
sons that could help 
strengthen business 
operations in the 
long term. Whether 
it’s dealing with a 
government shut-

down or a downturn in the 
economy, building the foun-
dation for a resilient business 
is critical. 
  A few businesses realized 
they had all their eggs in the 
federal government basket. 
Hopefully, that experience 
will serve as a catalyst to be-
gin diversifying and explor-
ing other sectors. 
 Others, faced with chal-

lenging circumstances, went 
to great expense to avoid 
furloughing their employ-
ees. Thus they strengthened 
employee loyalty. Many 
businesses found ways to do 
more with less and can ap-

ply these efficiencies moving 
forward.
  More than a few business 
owners got creative. For ex-
ample, the Potomac River-
boat Co. promoted all of the 
great things to see and do in 
Alexandria to customers af-
fected by the closed docks in 

Washington. The company 
encouraged people with boat 
tour tickets from George-
town to board in Alexandria 
instead. 
 The Potomac Riverboat 
Co. also got the word out to 
frantic brides, whose recep-
tion venues were on federal 
property, and to tourists with 
plans to see museums and 
monuments. Good commu-
nication always is important, 
but in these types of situa-
tions, it can be the difference 
between success and failure.
  Many retailers showed 

empathy and promotional 
savvy by offering furloughed 
employees discounts or ben-
efits. Danielle Romanetti of 
fibre space — a yarn bou-
tique — advertised free intro-
ductory knitting instruction 
to those affected by the shut-
down. About 50 new students 

showed up every day. 
 By demonstrating this 
goodwill, fibre space ended 
up with a new group of knit-
ters with strong customer loy-
alty. Many other businesses 
offered similar promotions.
 Understanding your cash 
flow and financial position 
can also alleviate some of the 
anxiety of uncertainty. How 
strong are your reserves? 
What flexibility do you have 
in paying your vendors or 
collecting on receivables? 
 Feeling comfortable with 
these kinds of questions will 
help you make strong busi-
ness decisions. If you need 
advice on these issues, please 
reach out to the Alexandria 
Small Business Development 
Center for assistance.
  Businesses that adapt 
to changing situations and 
adopt innovative ways to at-
tract and retain customers 
in challenging times will be 
more successful. Adversity 
often inspires our best in-
stincts. Kudos to the people 
and businesses that rose to 
the occasion.

 The writer is the director 
of the Alexandria Small Busi-

ness Development Center.

Learning from the shutdown

Bill Reagan 

Whether it’s dealing with a 
government shutdown or a 

downturn in the economy, building 
the foundation for a resilient 
business is critical.” 
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To the editor:
 With a deal struck to re-
open the government and 
push the debt ceiling fight 
to next year, I feel com-
pelled to respond to the 
confused comments by the 
Alexandria Times publisher 
in “A senseless shutdown 
(October 3).” While I agree 
with Denise Dunbar on the 
courage of former President 
Ronald Reagan to demand 
Mikhail Gorbachev “tear 
down this wall,” I am re-
minded that the left-leaning 
media — which has become 
far more liberal and mono-
lithic in its views since the 
Cold War era — tried to de-
feat Reagan’s election with 
dishonest personal attacks, 
claiming that he was a reck-
less cowboy with a shaky 
trigger finger who might 
blow up the world with nu-
clear weapons.  
 Similarly, Dunbar’s 
critique of the highly ac-
complished, Ivy League-
educated Sen. Ted Cruz (R-
TX) “buffoonish” is just as 
unjustified as those early at-
tacks on a now beloved and 
respected Reagan.  
 First, Dunbar doesn’t 

appear to understand that 
the United States is facing 
a worsening fiscal crisis — 
only added to by the enor-
mously costly Obamacare 
— with ever-mounting na-
tional debt or that the debt 
ceiling is just a symptom of 
the bigger problem (over-
spending). I don’t know 
of any problem that can 
be tackled by addressing a 
symptom rather than root 
causes.  
 But Dunbar also shows a 
poor understanding of how 
things work in Washington. 
She implies Obamacare is 
settled law because of a Su-
preme Court decision. Any 
law can be repealed.
 Finally, Obamacare is a 
fiasco. This is self-evident 
by the failure of its debut.  
Americans are being forced 
into exchanges that aren’t 
ready for primetime and 
told their current insurance 
isn’t in conformance with 
Obamacare. Workers are 
seeing their wages shrink by 
being forced into part-time 
jobs to avoid compliance 
with Obamacare. 
 This, along with sky-
rocketing premiums, is the 

inevitable and predictable 
fallout from a federal gov-
ernment takeover, which 
President Barack Obama 
lied about when he told vot-
ers that his signature legis-
lative achievement would 
make health care more af-
fordable while reassuring 
people that they could keep 
their insurance.  
 Obamacare was market-
ed on a foundation of lies. 
Anyone with an iota of com-
mon sense ought to know 
that hiring thousands of 
IRS agents and Obamacare 
“navigators” is not going to 
improve health care.  
 Why does Dunbar defend 
this train wreck? Does she 
lack compassion for people 
trying to support families 
on part-time wages while 
juggling escalating health 
insurance premiums? 
 Sen. Cruz simply high-
lighted the problem in a dra-
matic way, as is the custom 
and tradition of the U.S. 
Senate. Please don’t shoot 
the messenger.  

- Margaret C. Hemenway
Alexandria

To the editor:
 After hearing Ken Cucci-
nelli’s recent response to Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s weekly 
address, I want to correct the re-
cord. Facts matter and a person 
seeking office as governor of 
this great commonwealth should 
recognize the facts.
 On Saturday, Cuccinelli an-
nounced he believed “Obam-
acare is unconstitutional.”  Here 
are the facts.
  Cuccinelli was the first at-
torney general to challenge the 
law — minutes after the presi-
dent signed the Affordable Care 
Act — but lost in court. The U. 
S. Supreme Court later consid-
ered the law and found it to be 
constitutional. Determining the 
constitutionality of a law is left 
to the Supreme Court (per the 
Constitution), not any state’s at-
torney general.
  Cuccinelli is well known as 
a Tea Party favorite, a group 
that advocated shutting down 
the federal government, dispro-
portionately impacting federal 
workers and the military in Vir-
ginia as well as severely damag-
ing our economy. When Sen. Ted 
Cruz came to the commonwealth 
to speak at the Virginia Family 
Foundation event, Cuccinelli did 

not denounce his actions. As a 
retired federal worker, I am dis-
turbed that Cuccinelli would not 
stand up against Cruz.
  Cuccinelli used his position 
as attorney general to pursue an 
extreme social agenda that has 
included reducing women’s ac-
cess to birth control, reinstating 
Virginia’s sodomy laws — long 
declared unconstitutional by the 
Supreme Court — and challeng-
ing a state university’s research 
on climate change and the envi-
ronment. His running mates — 
E.W. Jackson and Mark Obens-
hain — share his extreme social 
views.
  For these reasons, I am sup-
porting Terry McAuliffe for 
governor, Ralph Northam for 
lieutenant governor and Mark 
Herring for attorney general. For 
the sake of our commonwealth, 
all of its residents and its future, 
we can’t afford to be held hos-
tage by the ideologically driven 
Republican threesome when 
it comes to social issues or the 
economy.  
 We must all vote this year. 
We must vote a straight Demo-
cratic ticket November 5.

- Ronald K. Rigby
Alexandria

Times publisher shows poor 
understanding of shutdown

For the sake of the 
commonwealth, vote a 
straight Democratic ticket

To the editor:
 I am excited to have the 
opportunity to serve as interim 
superintendent for Alexandria 
City Public Schools. My sin-
cere thanks go to the school 
board for its confidence in my 
leadership and to Margaret 
Walsh and the rest of the dis-
trict’s staff for their hard work 
resulting in a smooth opening 
of schools.
 In the coming months, I 
will work closely with the 
school board, staff, parents 
and community stakehold-

ers on behalf of our students. 
I have been impressed by the 
enthusiasm of our staff and 
their commitment to student 
achievement. 
 While the system has made 
steady progress in many areas, 
there is more work to be done 
to achieve our goal of ensur-
ing that all schools are high 
performing and that opportu-
nities to achieve academic ex-
cellence are available to every 
student. 
 Our priorities include pro-
viding students with a rich 

and rigorous instructional pro-
gram; maintaining safe and 
supportive learning environ-
ments; engaging staff in on-
going and meaningful profes-
sional development; helping 
students develop resiliency 
skills to maintain healthy 
mental and physical lifestyles; 
implementing efficient busi-
ness practices; planning for 
the long-term educational 
needs of our students; and im-
proving community engage-
ment.
 Our work is not that of 

one person, but the collec-
tive responsibility of all of us. 
Therefore, I will be soliciting 
your commitment and sup-
port. 
 Over the course of the next 
few weeks, I will visit schools 
and meet with staff, students 
and parents. Your everyday 
experiences and suggestions 
are critical to the district’s 
success. Many parental chats 
also will be scheduled.
 As educator and poet An-
drea Ayvazian wrote, “Our 
words only carry so much 

weight. Our actions tell the 
true story.”
 Alexandria City Public 
Schools has a supportive com-
munity with talented students. 
Through our collective ac-
tions, we will tell a story of 
excellence. Through relation-
ships based on trust, transpar-
ency and respect, we will be a 
stronger, united and more de-
termined school community.

- Alvin L. Crawley
Interim superintendent 

of schools

Together, we will create a better tomorrow for Alexandria City Public Schools
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uilt in 1847, this huge building — 
topped by an octagonal cupola — 

at North Washington and Pendleton streets 
originally housed the Mount Vernon Cot-
ton Factory, a major industrial operation 
that provided steady work for nearly 150 
women in pre-Civil War Alexandria.  
 At the height of production in the late 
1850s, the factory contained two 30-horse-
power steam engines, which operated 124 
looms. Each day, the facility churned out 
about 5,000 yards of cotton sheeting. 
 When war broke out in May 1861, the 
Union Army seized the building and alter-
natively used it as a hospital, warehouse 
and the city’s largest prison, which housed 
more than 1,400 captured Confederate sol-
diers.
 With the South’s economy in ruins af-
ter the war, an effort to restart the cotton 
factory failed, and the building sat vacant 
for many years. But Robert Portner ac-
quired it in 1902 and converted the facil-
ity into a bottling plant to supplement his 
booming brewery one block north. 
 Although Portner’s business was one 
of the most successful in the city during 
the early 20th century, the advent of World 
War I and then the introduction of Prohibi-
tion eventually doomed the brewery. The 
building was again sold and became home 
to the Express Spark Plug Co. of America.  
 The company used the sides of the 
building to shamelessly promote its name 
and product, using 6-foot-tall lettering be-
tween the various stories of the structure 
to advise passers-by to “Be Good to Your 
Motor.” This photograph, taken during 

that period, shows factory workers labor-
ing within the cavernous plant.
  The spark plug factory became one of 
the city’s earliest casualties of the Great 
Depression. For a short period of time, 
the building was used by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, but by 1935, it was 
converted into apartments to address Al-
exandria’s growing housing shortage. An 
imposing portico — supported by four 
Corinthian columns — was added to the 
front facade. 
 In 1982, the structure was renovated as 
office space.
  An interesting urban myth surrounds 
the plaster dummy that has long occupied 
the windowed cupola. According to lo-
cal legend, the mannequin dates back to 
the 1854 murder of the night watchman. 
In that telling, the police tried to lure the 
murderer back to the site with the dummy. 
 Others date it to the Civil War era, 
placed there as a stand-in for an actual 
guard when he took breaks and left in the 
attic when the war ended. Another story 
holds that the clothed human substitute 

was left behind by the Department of Ag-
riculture when it vacated the structure.  
 Whatever the truth, the silent sentinel 
still watches over busy North Washing-
ton Street, greatly loved by the throngs of 
motorists and pedestrians that look to his 
vantage point each day.

Out of the Attic is provided by the  
Office of Historic Alexandria.

out oF the attic

The silent sentinel of North 
Washington Street

B

Weekly Poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Should the state intervene at 
Jefferson-Houston School?

71% Yes.

29% No.  

A.  Yes.

b. No.

This Week  
Is $500,000 enough money for affordable housing 
from the National Science Foundation relocation?

34 votes

photo/INteRNAtIoNAl AssocIAtIoN of chIefs of polIce

From the WeB

OT insider writes:
The vast majority of Americans 
know this was caused by a radical 
fringe that has taken over the Re-
publican Party. Even GOP conser-
vatives — such as Sen. John Mc-
Cain, Sen. Lindsey Graham and 
Rep. Peter King — have repeatedly 
said that.
 This same group is going to 
hand the gubernatorial election 
to Terry McAuliffe in two weeks, 
an election Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling 
would have surely won.
 I guess they like losing, but I 
wish they wouldn’t drag the rest of 
us down with them.

Spookiness writes:
Yawn. Try the Washington Times. 
Are they still in print?

In response to 
“Democrats deserve 
blame for government 
shutdown,” October 17:
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TRICK OR TREAT WITH THE 
BOO-TIQUES Start trick-or-treating 
early and stop by more than 24 shops 
in the Old Town Boutique District, which 
will be dishing out treats to goblins and 
ghouls of all ages.
Time: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: www.oldtownboutique-
district.com

FALL FESTIVAL AT FOUR MILE 
RUN CENTER Come enjoy an 
afternoon of fun at this family festival 
with food, carnival games, arts and 
craft, music, and a costume parade. The 
event is free.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Four Mile Run Park Commu-
nity Building, 4109 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: Contact Irene Bender 
at 703-927-1704 or irenebender@
theaterchurch.com

OLD TOWN HAUNTED HAL-
LOWEEN SCAVENGER HUNT 
Ghosts and goblins and ghouls, oh my! 
If you thought you knew Alexandria, then 
think again because it’s haunted. Come 
check it out as On Tap Magazine and 
King Street Cats will host this scavenger 
hunt, where you will solve mysteries and 
perform challenges. Tickets are $10.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: www.ontaponline.com/
event/7534

A TOAST TO THE ANIMALS 
This event — benefiting the Humane 
Society of Fairfax County — will feature 
award-winning wine and excellent food, 
live music, a silent auction, vendors, 

and special guests. Tickets are $40 in 
advance or $50 at the door.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Paradise Springs Winery, 
13219 Yates Ford Road
Information: www.hsfc.org

GHOULISH GRAVEYARD This 
year, children, 6 years and older, can 
stop by one of Alexandria’s favorite 
sweet shops to create chocolate pud-
ding dirt and chocolate skulls for spooky 
Halloween treats. The event costs $35.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: The Sugar Cube, 1218 
King St.
Information: 703-548-2868 or www.
sugarcubesweets.com

RE-ENACTMENT OF CARLYLE’S 
FUNERAL AND GHOST TOUR 
In the fall of 1780, death visited Carlyle 
House and claimed the life of town 
founder John Carlyle. Step back in time 
and be a part of this historic funeral 
while also learning about mourning 
practices in early America. Tickets are 
$15, and admission includes a ghost 
tour of Old Town.
Time: 6:15 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997 or www.
nvrpa.org/park/carlyle_house_his-
toric_park

ST. LUKE’S RECITAL Michael 
Sheridan will perform music by Bach, 
Albeniz and Reinhardt with the classic 
guitar. Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 
for seniors, and $10 for teachers and 
students.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
8009 Fort Hunt Road
Information: 703-765-4342

RAVEN’S NIGHT In celebration of 

the spooky season, belly dancers will 
slink across the stage and re-enact old, 
familiar tales with a modern twist. Come 
join in the festivities by wearing a cos-
tume and witness expert choreography 
in a legendary concert setting. Tickets 
are $25.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 Mount 
Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or www.
birchmere.com

october 27

THE SCRUB PINES PERFOR-
MANCE Hailing from Hyattsville, 
Md., the Scrub Pines perform a mix of 
Americana, roots and acoustic music. 
The event is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue at 
Four Mile Run
Information: www.4mrmarket.org

CIVIL WAR SUNDAY Explore the 
Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War 
Sundays, a showcase of an original May 
26, 1861, edition New York Tribune 
detailing Col. Elmer Ellsworth’s death in 
Alexandria; a Peeps diorama illustrat-
ing Ellsworth’s death; a TimeTravelers 
Passport exhibit featuring the Civil War 
drummer boy; a diorama of a heating 
system constructed in Alexandria to 
warm Civil War hospital tents during the 
winter of 1861; a cocked-and-loaded 
Wickham musket discarded in a privy 
during the 1860s; and an exhibit on the 
Lee Street site during the Civil War. The 
event is free.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

calenDar 
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Potomac 
Pirate Cruise

Saturday, October 19th 
11 AM & 12 PM 

In the spirit of Halloween we will be doing 
a best dressed pirate costume contest!

Reservations are highly recommended.  Please go 
to our website www.potomacriverboatco.com to 
reserve tickets for you and your mates.  Boarding 
will begin 15 minutes prior to the tour.
Children must be 
accompanied 
by an adult.
  

Fun for all!
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

by an adult.by an adult.
  

 OCTOBER 19TH

Fun f o r  a l l !

Ask about private 
birthday parties on the 

PIRATE CRUISE!

Potomac Pirate Cruise
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PO T O M A C  R I V E R B O A T

C O M PA N Y
  703.684.0580   |   W W W.P O TO M A C R I V E R B O AT C O.C O M 

PO T O M A C  R I V E R B O A T

C O M PA N Y

PRB_PIRATE_CRUISE_OCT_5X4a.indd   1 9/30/13   2:11 PM

703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s
Pet of the Week is sponsored by

Diann Hicks.

~ For Boxer Lovers ~
Celebrate this Halloween with Xena, our young Boxer/

Staffordshire terrier mix.  Xena is a calm gal, though up for a 

walk at any time.  She’s ready for trick-or-treating, or relaxing 

at home with you.  An affectionate friend, you will enjoy her 

companionship, and she’s waiting for yours.

 

Confident and strong, Xena is a very loyal girl, and may 

become the best friend you’ve ever had.

THE WAITING PETS AT THE  
ANIMAL SHELTER WISH YOU A SAFE  
& HAPPY HALLOWEEN. 
www.alexandriaanimals.org  
or call 703-746-4664   

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

SEE calenDar | 29
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DEL RAY HALLOWEEN PARADE Don your 
best Halloween costume and walk in the 17th an-
nual Del Ray Halloween Parade, which historically 
has attracted thousands of participants. The free 
event celebrates the Del Ray and Alexandria com-
munity as well as provides a safe family-oriented 
holiday atmosphere. 
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: visitdelray.com

NEW DOMINION CHORALE CONCERT 
New Dominion Chorale will open its 23rd concert 
season with a program titled “In Praise of Music.” 
Tickets are $30 for adults, $25 for seniors and $5 
for students and children.
Time: 4 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall, 
3001 Beauregard St.
Information: Contact Margaret Volpe at 703-403-
4709

OPENING RECEPTION: PORTENT Artists 
Sukey Bryan (painting), Freya Grand (painting), Kate 
Kertz (silverpoint), Amy Marx (painting) and Ryan 
McCoy (photography) elegantly translate the sheer 
force of nature into the selected works in the show. 
The exhibit runs through December 8.
Time: 4 to 6 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or www.nvfaa.org

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN PHIL-
HARMONIC ASSOCIATION CONCERT 
This concert will feature music by Johann Nepomuk 
Hummel, Rimsky Korsakov and Eduard Lalo. Tickets 
are $20, but anyone 18 and younger is free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Bishop Ireton High School, 201 Cam-
bridge Ave.
Information: 703-799-8229 or www.wmpamusic.
org

october 28

THE BASICS: MEMORY LOSS, DEMEN-
TIA AND ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE This 
program will provide information on detection, 
causes, stages of the disease and risk factors. The 
event is free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenan-
doah Road
Information: 703-324-4600 or www.hollinhallse-
niorcenter.org

SCREENING: ‘ESCAPE FIRE: THE FIGHT 
TO RESCUE AMERICAN HEALTHCARE’ 
Come watch a screening of health care documen-
tary, “Escape Fire: The Fight to Rescue American 
Healthcare.” A question-and-answer session with 
doctors from the Steinmetz Center for Integrative 
Medicine will follow the film. The event is free.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: James M. Duncan Branch Library, 2501 
Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-746-1705 or www.alexandria.
lib.va.us

SUPERSTITION AND MAGIC IN THE 
CLASSICAL WORLD Come enjoy this lecture 
by historian Lauren Hammersen and learn about 
the role of magic and superstition in the everyday 
lives and homes of ancient peoples. The event is 
free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or www.nvfaa.org
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ACrOSS
1 Type of urban growth
7 Bled in the wash
10 The Fishes of the zodiac
16 Nautical pronoun
19 Medicated lozenge
20 Number before “Liftoff!”
21 Curtain call
22 Die spot
23 “I promise”
26 Opposite direction of WSW
27 Biological classifications
28 Spread rumors
29 Capacity measure
31 Cigar residue
33 ___ Cove, L.I.
34 Dwell
36 Asian dogs, for short
37 Cauterize
39  Long basketball shot’s 

value
41 The reciprocal of sin, in trig
43 Athena’s shield
45 Evildoer
46 Tater
48 Circulate, as blood
51 Steep cliff
53 Apple beverage
55 “Din” or “ranch” ending
56  “Mr. Holland’s ___” (Rich-

ard D reyfuss film)
57 Excludes
61 Surfer’s inhalations
63 Met murals, e.g.
66 It’s above a master’s
68 Give out by share
69 Bushy hairstyles
70 A-frame supports
73 “Amen to that!”
76 Tours thousand
77 To whom a Muslim prays
78 7-Eleven worker
79 Nut on a wheel
81 It’s tender to the Japanese
82 Absorb
84 “Positively!”

86 Not of the clergy
89 Airport posting (Abbr.)
90 “And there it is!”
92  Alexander the Great’s 

teacher
97 Places for making soaps?
99 Club that sings
100 Throat bug, briefly
102 Parsley unit
103 Everyday disinfectant
105 Eighteen holes, for example
106 “Two Mules for Sister ___”
107 Public tiff
109 Book copier of old
112 Bird’s pouch
116 Hardly a dream date
117 Chopped finely
119 Places for earrings
120 Least polite
122 Unit of work
123 Give advice
128 Play part
129 Makes amends
130 Sighs of relief
131 Abhorrent
132 Cheer syllable
133  Accomplish by hook or by 

crook
134  Happy response to a mar-

riage proposal
135 Pen’s offspring

DOWN
1 Piglet’s home
2 ___ forma
3 Food with lots of fiber
4 Lumbago, e.g.
5 Metallic percussion sound
6 Like a fair playing field
7  Like a candlelit dinner for 

two
8 “Press ___ key to continue”
9 Babe in a maternity ward
10  Examine with attention to 

detail
11 Low-budget film, often
12 Mary, Queen of ___

13 Big house resident
14 “Hulk” actor Bana
15 Events with fixed outcomes
16 Enunciate
17 Gate pivot
18  Swords used in an Olympic 

event
24 Preposition in poetry
25 Fashioned into a sphere
30 Hamburger meat
31 “... and make it fast!”
32  One available for future 

reference?
35  Missile used in the Gulf 

War
38 Puerto ___
40 Give careful attention to
42 Horace wrote many
44 Drink, as hot tea

45 Suspicious
46 Young cod
47 Female part of a flower
49 Manny Machado is one
50 Decline, as health
52 Little Labrador
54 Copier paper order
58 Reduced, as tensions
59 Trumpeter’s noise
60 “Great minds think ___”
62  “100 Years ... 100 Movies” 

org.
63 Loses intensity
64 Make a connection (to)
65 Gab and then some
67 Like petting-zoo animals
71 Daisy ___ of “Li’l Abner”
72 Homemade knife
74 Forearm bones
75 Dutch flower
80  “Jumpin’ Jack Flash, it’s a ___”
83  Cape Canaveral cancella-

tion
85 Fix the socks
87  “... ___ how you play the 

game”
88 Police officers
91 Misfortunes
93 Disaster aid organization
94 The act of drawing or pull-ing
95 Italian coin of old
96 “Good heavens!”
98 Follower of “N” or “lip”
100 “On the wagon”
101  “Ruby ___” (Rolling Stones 

song)
104 Have trouble deciding
105 Adenosine component
107 Dirty political attack
108 Approximately, as a date
110 Trolley warning
111 Boot wheel
113 Same old grind
114 “For the case at hand”
115 Dandelion-infested, e.g.
118 Numbers to crunch
121 Gulp down greedily
124 Over there, to a bard
125 “___ Sun Also Rises”
126 Boy in a Cash song
127 Attendance fig., often
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last Week’s solution:



30 | OCTObEr 24, 2013 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

P/T MERCHANDISER JOB # 11211-STOCKING “GENERAL MERCHANDISE” 
ITEMS IN SUPERMARKETS IN ALExANDRIA/HUNTINGTON, 12-16 HRS/WKLY, $11.00/ HR. WWW.ATARETAIL.COM 
OR 800-287-1604 x 502

P/T MERCHANDISER JOB # 11026-STOCKING “GENERAL MERCHANDISE” 
ITEMS IN 4 STORES IN ALExANDRIA, FRANCONIA, VA  10 HRS/WKLY, $11.00/ HR. WWW.ATARETAIL.COM 
OR 800-287-1604 x 220

P/T MERCHANDISER JOB # 11171-STOCKING “GENERAL MERCHANDISE” ITEMS IN 6 STORES IN ALExANDRIA, 
GROVETON, VA  10-16 HRS/WKLY, $11.00/ HR. WWW.ATARETAIL.COM OR 800-287-1604 x 501

classifiedsoBituaries

aBc notice

LEON STANLEY  
AUGUST, formerly of 
Alexandria, October 8, 
2013

MELVIN L.  
BERGHEIM (87),  
of Alexandria,  
October 20, 2013

MUAMMER CILEM 
(88), of Alexandria, Octo-
ber 17, 2013

MILDRED LEE  
COLANTUONI (86),  
of Alexandria,  
October 16, 2013

HAROLD “JACK” 
 J. PEAKE (92),  
of Alexandria,  
October 12, 2013

TRACY J. REPPERT 
(48), of Alexandria, Octo-
ber 16, 2013

JANE BLITCH 
SCHRAGE,  
of Alexandria,  
October 16, 2013

WILLIAM J. SULLIVAN, 
of Alexandria, October 
14, 2013

helP WanteD

Mel bergheim remembered 
for mentoring budding 
politicians

By erich Wagner 
 
 Former Vice Mayor Mel 
Bergheim died Sunday at the 
age of 87.
 Bergheim was elected to 
city council in 1970 and served 
a stint as vice mayor until he 
lost a three-way mayoral elec-
tion in 1976. Despite the set-
back, Bergheim stayed active 
in local politics and remained 
a member of the Alexandria 
Democratic Committee for 
many years, mentoring budding 
politicians and activists.
 Kerry Donley, who served 
as mayor from 1996 until 2003, 
said that he remembered Ber-
gheim as a voice for good dur-
ing a pivotal moment in the 
city’s history.
 “He was active in the city 
and in elected office when the 
city was going through some 
very turbulent times, particular-
ly with race relations and issues 
like school desegregation,” 
Donley said. “I think Mel cer-
tainly had the values of equality 
and fairness.”
 Donley described Bergheim 

as always thoughtful and re-
spectful in his approach to the 
controversy of the day.
 “He always put a lot of 
thought on how he would feel 
on various issues,” Donley 
said. “[Because] of his prior 
community service in elected 
office, he always understood 
the pressures people were un-
der. He was always respectful 
— not only of their time, but 
their own sentiments and feel-
ings as well.”
 Donna Fossum, who served 
on the city planning commission 
and ran unsuccessfully for city 
council last year, said that when 
she first moved to Alexandria in 
1982, Bergheim was a strong 
advocate for the West End.
 “He was sort of a voice in the 
wilderness out here,” she said.
 Fossum got involved in lo-
cal politics partly because of 
her work on Capitol Hill. But 
she said Bergheim encouraged 
her to become more engaged in 
city issues.
 “He always encouraged me 
to run for city council,” Fossum 
said. “When I finally decided to 
run, I asked if he would speak 
at my kickoff event. He just re-
sponded, ‘How long and when 
do you want me to start?’”

Former vice mayor 
dies at 87
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Business Directory

Home ServiCeS

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

meDiCAL

www.CaringDoc.com • 703.671.2700 • info@CaringDoc.com

We are experts at whole body / mind approach to optimal 
wellness and healing including the scientific use of 

acupuncture, nutrition, vitamins, supplements and herbs.

HolisticFamilyMedicine

noTAry

Authorized Shaw Carpet Dealer

7655 Fullerton Rd. Springfield, VA 22153
703.440.9090  |  info@dreamweavercarpets.net

DREAM WEAVER
CARPETS INC.

Authorized Shaw Carpet Dealer

7655 Fullerton Rd. Springfield, VA 22153
703.440.9090  |  info@dreamweavercarpets.net

DREAM WEAVER
CARPETS INC.

Free In Home estimates

Upholstery Cleaning
Carpet Repair
Pet Problem Experts

Quality Service Since 1977

Carpet Cleaning
Carpet Stretching

Oriental Rugs

Mold Remediation

Mike’s Carpet Cleaning
5 Rooms Only $125

35 Years Experience – Including The White House!
For More Info Call 703-978-2270

24Hour Emergency Water Damage

R E M O D E L I N G
I N C O R P O R A T E D

classifieds
legal notice

Contact  John Hajduk-Notary
Call 703-507-5193  

Email johnhajduk@cox.net
Professional. Experienced. Licensed.

Complete Notary Services Available

PUBLIC NOTICE
AT&T intends to submit a Section 106 submission for a proposed telecommunication facility (Evening Star) located at 3201 Landover St. in 
Alexandria, VA.  AT&T is publishing this notice in accordance with federal regulation 37CFR 1.1307, the NEPA and the ACHP 36 CFR 800.  
Twelve (12) antennas will be installed on the 160.3 foot building.  The overall height of the building, including antennas, will remain 185.46 
feet.  Parties interested in submitting comments or questions regarding any potential effects of the existing facility on Historic Properties 
may do so by contacting Rebecca Grant, (AT&T) at 7150 Standard Dr., Hanover, MD  21076, 410.712.7768 or RG2950@att.com.

                                                    

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
NOvEMBER - 2013

The items described below will be heard by the Planning Commission and the City 
Council on the following dates.  NOTICE:  Some of the items listed below may be 
placed on a consent calendar.  A consent item will be approved at the beginning of 
the meeting without discussion unless someone asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately.  The Planning Commission reserves the right to 
recess and continue the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information call the Department of Planning and Zoning on 703-746-
4666 or visit www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

Master Plan Amendment #2013-0003
Rezoning #2013-0004
Development Special Use Permit #2012 0031
800 Slater’s Lane   Slater’s Lane Residences
Public hearing and consideration of requests for A) an amendment to the 
Northeast Small Area Plan chapter of the Master Plan for a height increase; B) 
rezoning to amend the existing proffers; and C) a development special use permit 
and site plan with modifications to construct a residential building with a parking 
reduction to allow tandem parking spaces and an increase to the floor area ratio 
in exchange for affordable housing pursuant to section 7-700; zoned RC/High 
Density Apartment.
Applicant: CIAM Slaters, LLC represented by Duncan W. Blair, attorney

Special Use Permit #2013-0066
5723 Edsall Road (Parcel Address:  5725 Edsall Road)   Leah Bakery
Public hearing and consideration of a request to operate a bakery; zoned CG/
Commercial General. Applicant:  Mulugeta Alemayehu

Special Use Permit #2013-0069
251 W. Glebe Road (Parcel Address: 221 W. Glebe Road)   El Cuscatleco 
Restaurant
Public hearing and consideration of a request for an amendment to an existing 
special use permit (SUP #2012 0028) to allow live entertainment; zoned CDD 
#12 / Coordinated Development District.Applicant:  Fossal, Inc. represented by 
Nicholas Gehrig, attorney

Special Use Permit #2013-0063
615 E S. Pickett Street (Parcel Address:  504 S. Van Dorn Street)   Auto Repair 
Shop
Public hearing and consideration of a request to operate a light automobile repair 
business; zoned CG/ Commercial General. Applicant:  Anas Al Hadidi

Text Amendment #2013-0011
Townhome Requirements
A) Initiation of a text amendment; B) Public hearing and consideration of a text 
amendment to Section 1-400(B)(3)(d) of the Zoning Ordinance to allow small, 
rear loaded garage townhouse development to include a drive aisle as part of the 
lot. Staff: Department of Planning and Zoning

Text Amendment #2013-0012
Townhome Requirements
A) Initiation of a text amendment; B) Public hearing and consideration of a text 
amendment to Section 7-1600 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow more than eight 
townhouses in a row with a special use permit in all zones that allow townhouses 
and to remove the restriction on the length of the townhouse structure. Staff: 
Department of Planning and Zoning

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2013

7:00 PM,  CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA,  VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2013

9:30 AM,  CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA,  VIRGINIA
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109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Tour this fine home online at janetpricehomes.com

7723 Southdown Road
Offered at $2,999,900

Splendor on the Waterfront
Vacation Year Round! Ten minutes 
south of Old Town – this incomparable 
7,000-square-foot luxury home features 
six bedrooms, four and a half baths on 
3/4-acre; 400-foot dock with slips and lift 
on 125 ft of waterfront – Available Now! 

2108 Foresthill Road
Offered at $1,335,000

Quintessential Belle Haven
This 1940s update features a top-of-the-
hill location on a lovely street. With four 
finished levels of charm this meticulously 
maintained home is move-in ready! With 
a one-car garage, 4 bedrooms & 4 full 
baths you’ll love the Belle Haven lifestyle!

Value, Location, Quality

Celebrating 19 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

703.960.5858  •  jprice@mcenearney.com
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Janet Caterson Price…Just plain getting it done!

1700 Mason Hill Drive
Offered at $789,500

Move-in Ready!
Entertaining floor plan – 1/2-acre beauty! 
Four bedrooms, three full baths and two-
car garage! Unique New Orleans-style 
balcony – main level bedroom suite; 
updated granite and stainless kitchen! 
Great work at home convenience.

A caring and thoughtful approach to guiding my clients in one of their most important 
investments – the sale or purchase of a home. With persistence, dedication, dogged 
determination, educated thoroughness, and market savvy – I’ll get it done for you! 

CONTRACT PENDING 
2007 Mason Hill Drive – Offered at $819,000


