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M e m b e r

640 Franklin Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-289-5950

Grand Opening  Celebration!
Open a “Grand Opening” Money Market Account between $2,500 to 
$250,000 in new money with John Marshall Bank and earn a special rate.

(See our ad on page 5

Bike-lane debate shifts 
into high gear

By Derrick Perkins

 

 City Hall’s suddenly con-
troversial plan for adding bike 
lanes to a stretch of King Street 
just outside of Old Town threat-
ens to reignite the contentious 
debate over cyclists and their 
place in Alexandria.
 The roadwork would see 
bike lanes and sharrows added 
on the busy thoroughfare be-
tween the intersections of Rus-
sell Road and Janneys Lane. 
To make room for the cyclists 
— and improvements aimed at 
enhancing pedestrian safety — 
the proposal calls for narrow-
ing traffic lanes and eliminating 
27 on-street parking spots.
 Neighbors, though, largely 
panned the project. And as word 
of the controversy spreads, the 
debate grows more heated.

 When the topic popped up 
on the Beverley Hills listserv, 
a popular Internet-based neigh-
borhood forum, it didn’t take 
long for the conversation to fo-
cus on where and when cyclists 
belong on city sidewalks and 
roads — and how they ought to 
behave. 
 “When I am walking along 
minding my own business, I 
find it rather loathsome when 
a biker comes from behind me 
yelling, ‘On your left!’ ... as if 
I should get out of their way,” 
wrote one member. “I also be-
lieve they feel more civilized 
than the rest of us human beings 
on four wheels and two legs.”
 “It is not to tell you to move 
out of their way, but to let you 
know a faster-moving object is 
approaching you that you may 
not see or hear from behind. It 
is better than not giving a heads-

Few turn out for 
community forum  
in Del Ray

By erich wagner 

 

 The number of parents 
who trekked to a community 
forum on the school district’s 
superintendent search Tues-

day could be counted on one 
hand, but those who did show 
up stressed they wanted a 
leader committed to stability.
 “With the abrupt departure 
of our previous superinten-
dent, we need someone who 
is a peacemaker,” said Debbie 
Altenburg, whose child at-
tends Mount Vernon Commu-
nity School. “There are still 
some ruffled feathers.”
 The forum at George Wash-
ington Middle School was one 

of three organized this week to 
get the community involved 
in selecting the successor to 
former Superintendent Mor-
ton Sherman at Alexandria 
City Public Schools. Sher-
man, a controversial figure 
within the community, abrupt-
ly retired just days before 
school began in September. 
 Although a few parents 
worried about a dearth of 
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New superintendent must  
bring stability, parents say
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KICKING OFF THE HOLIDAY SEASON One-year-old Kailee Klinkel visits with Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
at Market Square during the Port City’s annual tree-lighting celebration Friday. Sheryll and Jason Klinkel, 
of Alexandria, brought their youngster for a chance to meet the big man and celebrate the approach of 
Christmas. For more photos, turn to page 13. 

Road warriors
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photo/anna harriS
A cyclist heads toward Old Town along King Street. Plans to add bike 
lanes to a stretch of the road have angered neighbors and stoked  
tensions between cyclists, motorists and pedestrians. 
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Historic Opportunities…Historically Low Interest Rates

 

703-836-1464 • Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker • 300 N. Washington St. • Suite 100 • Alexandria,  22314
© 2013 BRER Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates, LLC. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service marks of 
Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no other affiliation with Prudential. Equal Housing Opportunity. Prudential 

PenFed Realty is an independently owned and operated member of BRER Affiliates, LLC. PenFed membership is not required to conduct business with Prudential PenFed Realty.

AlexAndriA       $599,9000       StrAtford on the PotomAc

• 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Extra Large Family Room
• Fireplace
• English Basement

Completely renovated, side split foyer. You will just love all of the 
newness! New kitchen, new bathrooms, new windows, new paint, paint 
(inside & out), new carpet, newly refinished hardwood floors. A must 
see! 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, extra-large family room on the lower level. 
Convenient to Ft Belvoir, Mt. Vernon Parkway and bike path! This one will 
not last long – call to arrange your showing today!

CompLEtELy REnovatEd!

AlexAndriA     $939,654    VictoriAn hillS

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Stunning Windows
•  Gardens, decks, Balconies
• 2 Car Garage
 

Enjoy treetop views in your home built by renowned architect John Rust. 
Perfect for entertaining, the main level features a living and dining room 
with a dramatic fireplace and slate floors, as well as a large balcony 
overlooking the ravine. The bedroom level features a spacious master 
bedroom suite, laundry, private garden, and two large private balconies.  

FEatuREd in BEttER HomES & GaRdEnS!

Arlington     $882,000     AShton heightS

• 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Large Renovated Kitchen
• partially Finished Basement
• 2 Car Garage

 

This all brick Cape Cod sits on a double lot less than one mile to the 
Clarendon metro and the Clarendon Marketplace. You will love the 
living room with a great brick, wood-burning fireplace! Eat-in kitchen 
renovated with new cabinetry, granite counters and stainless refrigerator. 
Bonus: Original hardwoods on the living level and upper staircase.

oppoRtunity, LoCation, CHaRm!

Prudential PenFed Realty  
Old Town Alexandria

AlexAndriA                           $ 559,450                        Wilton foreSt

• 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Spacious Kitchen
• Hardwood Floors
• tons of Storage

Private, park like setting less than ten minutes from Old Town Alexandria! 
Terrific floor plan in this beautiful home with a private backyard. Large, 
updated eat-in kitchen with granite counters, spacious lower level family 
room with fireplace, off street parking plus carport and lots of storage and 
work room for your hobbies.

EaSy aCCESS to 495 and oLd toWn

AnnAndAle             $417,000          rAVenSWorth      PArk

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Hardwood Floors
• updated Kitchen & Baths
• Easy access to 495

Immaculate home on a large lot inside the beltway all for the price of 
a townhouse! Updated kitchen and baths, wonderful hardwoods on 
main level, gorgeous screened in porch overlooking brick patio and 
fully fenced yard. Home has generous rooms, is light filled and has been 
loved by the same family for 47 years. Carport and long driveway. Easy 
access to I495 and within 3 miles of the VRE.

immaCuLatE HomE inSidE BELtWay

AlexAndriA             $498,350          Porto Vecchio

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• totally Renovated Kitchen
• private Balcony
• Gorgeous Floors

Perfect for the owner looking for space and modern amenities. This 
stunning unit has been refurbished with the best of today while 
keeping the elegant finishings of yesteryear. It features a brand new 
kitchen, with stainless steel energy star appliances, granite and lovely 
cream colored cabinets. The new flooring and paint sparkle!

WatERFRont Community!

AlexAndriA      $445,900      del rAy

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Freshly updated
• new appliances
• off-Street parking

Lovely end unit close to Mount Vernon Avenue! 
Enjoy the fabulous Del Ray lifestyle in this 
terrific row house. Just painted, new hardwood 

flooring, brand new appliances, large back yard with privacy fence, and 
a bonus room that can be home office, finished basement and a home 
warranty. Bonus: Off street parking for two cars!

FRESHLy updatEd in dELRay

dumfrieS      $389,000     dumfrieS olde Port

• 5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Large deck
• Spacious Basement
• two Car Garage

Enjoy cookouts from your deck overlooking Quantico Creek! This versatile, 
two story rambler is just brimming with opportunities. The main level has 4 
bedrooms and 2 baths with nice living and dining room areas. The basement 
is finished and has several extra rooms. In addition to the garage there is 
also an extra 2 story building; first floors can be used as machinery shop and 
second floor as a guest room!

ExCEptionaL WatER viEW

AlexAndriA            $255,000          fort  ellSWorth

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 2 Walk-in Closets
• patio overlooking pool
• 843 Square Feet

You will love this fabulously located condo adjacent to the Masonic 
Temple and close to the King Street Metro, Old Town and Patent Office. 
Renovated and move in ready, you will love having a washer and dryer in 
your unit, a large storage room just outside your door, tennis adjacent to 
your parking space! Call today to arrange your private showing!

WHy REnt WHEn you Can oWn?
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pROved!
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The weekly BrieFing

Officials use surrendered 
exotic marsupials as 
lesson in pet ownership

By Derrick Perkins 

 

 It didn’t take long for Joe 
Seskey to find himself in a 
furry situation.
 The retired police sergeant 
formally took the reins as Al-
exandria’s top animal control 
officer early last month. Just 
a few weeks later and he’s got 
a colony of cute, yet smelly, 
sugar gliders on his hands.
 The squirrel-like mar-
supials, native to Australia, 
are popular exotic pets in the 
United States. A quick Google 
search on the animal brings up 
a bevy of websites devoted to 
breeding, buying and caring 
for sugar gliders.
 Though adorable, the po-
tentially noisy nocturnal crea-
tures are hard to care for and 
breed rapidly, often without 
any outward signs of preg-
nancy, Seskey warned. They 
need a lot of space and can 

— blessed with a flap of loose 
flesh that allows for gliding — 
take flight. 
 “They’re pretty unique. 
A lot of the times they are an 
impulse buy,” he said, stand-
ing by the cage that serves as 
the temporary home for seven 
sugar gliders. “They buy it and 
realize they got more than they 
bargained for.”
 And that’s precisely how 
the Animal Welfare League of 
Alexandria ended up with the 
unusual guests. The sugar glid-
ers originally were reported as 
abandoned, but a little sleuth-
ing determined that the man 
who brought them to the shel-
ter’s attention was the colony’s 
owner.
 He had taken them from 
a Woodbridge woman, who 
could no longer care for them, 
Seskey said. It wasn’t long be-
fore the new owner was in a 
similar situation. 
 Regardless of the circum-
stances, the shelter — which 
accepts surrendered animals 
— took in the exotic pets. 

While they are hopeful of find-
ing the group a new home, 
Seskey wants the colony to 
serve a second purpose: rais-
ing awareness within the com-
munity.
 “We want to really edu-
cate the public on responsible 
pet ownership,” Seskey said. 
“Sugar gliders, as an exotic 
pet, they require a tremendous 
amount of care.”
 And the animals, considered 
invasive, are banned in some 
localities. While Alexandria 
permits owning sugar gliders, 
nearby Fairfax County consid-
ers them “animal non grata.”
 “Our message is if you 
want to consider sugar glid-
ers, look into your locality,” 
Seskey said. “Call the local 
animal control office and see 
what they can tell you.”
 Seskey also is weighing 
whether Alexandria’s laws 
need updating when it comes 
to sugar gliders.
 “We need laws in place 
to encourage responsible pet 
ownership,” he said.

Sugar gliders take up  
residence at animal shelter

photo/derrick perkinS
Though considered adorable by many, sugar gliders can be a handful, according to officials at the Animal 
Welfare League of Alexandria. The local nonprofit just took in seven of the marsupials. 

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates effective 12/1/2013 and subject to change. Other rates and terms apply. Rates include ½% discount
for checking bundle and automatic payment.125% of the purchase price, MSRP, or NADA retail value, whichever is lower. Most local area
residents can bank with us. See cofcu.org for full details.  Federally Insured by NCUA.  

Apply online at cofcu.org
or call (703) 823-5211

1.74 %
APR*

New & used auto loan rates
up to 60 months as low as

Start The New Year
With A New Car

125%
Get up to

financing!

Half-Priced Gift Cards
~Only on Monday, December 9th~

Buy a $50 gift card for $25
Buy a $100 gift card for $50

Buy a $200 gift card for $100 and so on

One-Stop Holiday Shopping!

121

121 South Union Street
Alexandria, Virginia

unionstreetpublichouse.com
703.548.1785

Gift A Growler
Only $25

includes a gift certificate 
for choice of pour.
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criMe

POlice BeaT
The following incidents occurred between November 25 and December 4.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police  
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

16   AssAults 9  Vehicle
thefts

0 AssAults with A 
DeADly weApon 8BreAking & 

enterings

41 thefts 3Drug crimes

Source: crimereports.com

2 seXuAl 
offenses 6roBBeries

Contact At Home in Alexandria, (AHA)
www.athomeinalexandria.org 

Tel. (703) 231-0824
Email: AHA@athomeinalexandria.org

Give the  
Gift of AHA this Holiday Season

Provide your parents 
with peace of mind.
Just one call is needed 
for transportation, light 
home maintenance, 
shopping assistance  
and access to a wide 
range of social and 
cultural activities.  

At Home in Alexandria!

To
: 
 

M
om
 

& 
Da
d

Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

The Alexandria Police Youth Camp (APYC)  
is hosting its annual Christmas tree sale  

once again this year! 

The APYC is a 60+ year old non-profit organization 

owned and managed by the Alexandria Police 

Officers whose mission is to provide a scenic 

getaway for Alexandria children. The Christmas tree 

fundraiser allows us to provide scholarship funds 

so that any child can attend camp, no matter their 

financial means.

Where:   110 Callahan Drive, Alexandria VA

Dates:     Nov 30 - Dec 15

times:        Weekdays (4PM - 8PM) 

     & Weekends (10AM - 8PM)

For more information, please visit www.AlexPYC.org

Investigation into 
unsolved murder will 
continue, chief pledges

By erich wagner 

 

 The approach of the winter 
holidays means many residents 
will, once again, remember the 
shock and pain caused by the 
death of Nancy Dunning, who 
was murdered 10 years ago to-
day.
 The Alexandria Police De-
partment held a press confer-
ence Wednesday to reaffirm 
its commitment to finding the 
perpetrator. 
 “We promised the Dunning 
family that we would never 
put this case on the shelf, that 
it would never be a cold case,” 
said Police Chief Earl Cook. 
“We continue to try to resolve 
this and get an arrest.”
 Cook said the department 

still has a detective commit-
ted primarily to the case, who 
pores over files, interviews and 
re-interviews potential wit-
nesses, and searches for any 
advances in forensic science 
that might provide a new clue.
 “We’re constantly looking 
and checking for a piece of in-
formation that we might have 
overlooked to get a new per-
spective,” he said. “We contin-
ue to re-interview people and 
try to jog their memories.”
 The memory of the Dun-
ning killing is especially poi-
gnant this year in light of 
the recent shooting death of 
transportation planner Ronald 
Kirby. Many residents have 
described the two incidents as 
eerily similar. 
 But Cook said investigators 
already compared the cases 
and found no link between the 
crimes.

 “Although some similari-
ties do exist, we have deter-
mined that there is no reason 
to think that those two [homi-
cides] are connected,” he said.
 Cook said it can be difficult 
to juggle the Dunning case 
with more recent unsolved 
homicides, but the department 
has done it.
 “It’s a real challenge, es-
pecially with reduced budgets 
and staffing,” he said. “But 
we’re working continuously. I 
don’t think our detectives have 
had a 40-hour work week in 
the last five to six years.”
 As important as keeping re-
sources devoted to the case is 
maintaining a positive mindset 
toward the investigation, he 
said.
 “We’ll get there,” Cook 
said. “The moment that we be-
lieve we won’t resolve the case 
is the moment that we lose.”

Ten years later and still no 
suspects in Dunning slaying
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Let’s Make  
Banking Fun  
for Everyone

You know us. We know you. Our team of Erik, Ted, 

Charlie and Pam has been serving the personal  

and business banking needs of Alexandrians for  

generations. Being friendly and helpful is natural for 

this dynamic foursome. Stop by our new branch and 

let us show you why so many others have made John 

Marshall Bank their bank. We make banking fun.   

640 Franklin Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-289-5950

JohnMarshallBank.com

Alexandria Branch Grand Opening!
ACT NOW!

Open a “Grand Opening” Money Market Account between $2,500 
to $250,000 in new money with John Marshall Bank and earn up to

*APY is annual percentage yield. APY is quoted with an average daily balance of $2,500 or more as of November 18, 2013 and is 
subject to change at any time after April 30, 2014. If the average daily balance falls below $2,500, APY will be .50%. The APY of 1.0% 
applies only to balances of $2,500 or more up to a maximum of $250,000. The APY on balances of more than $250,000 will be .50%. 
Fees may reduce earnings on this account. Withdrawals of more than six (6) per month are subject to a $10.00 excess transaction fee. If 
the average daily balance in the related checking or interest checking account opened with this account falls below $1,000, we reserve 
the right to convert this account to a regular John Marshall Bank Money Market Account. This is a limited time offer and the availability 
of this account may be withdrawn at any time without notice.

1%
APY*

For more details or to open an account, call or stop by today.

To qualify for this special rate simply 
open a new John Marshall Checking 
or Interest Checking Account with 
$1,000 or more.

M e m b e r

Ten years later and still no 
suspects in Dunning slaying
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Congratulations for being named one of America’s 100 Top  
Hospitals by Truven Health Analytics and an Everest Award Winner.

VIRGINIA HOSPITAL CENTER,  

1  Truven Health 100 Top Hospitals®Study Overview, 20th Edition. By Truven Health AnalyticsSM. 100tophospitals.com. Truven Health Analytics is a leading provider of information and 

solutions to improve the cost and quality of healthcare. Hospitals do not apply and winners do not pay to market this honor.

2 50 Top Cardiovascular Hospitals®, 2014, Truven Health AnalyticsSM

3 Ranked #1 in Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. among private health insurance plans by the National Committee for Quality Assurance Plan Rankings 2012-2013, Nov. 12, 2013.

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the Mid-Atlantic States, Inc., 2101 East Jefferson Street, Rockville, MD 20852      131625_VAcampaignVHCFull_PA_ad (11/13/13-12/31/13)    

Find out how affordable the #1 rated health plan in VA, DC, and MD can be.
3 

Go to kp.org/virginia

WE BELIEVE 
YOU DESERVE A  
SPECIAL SHOUT-OUT.

When you choose Kaiser Permanente, you choose great hospitals— 
like Virginia Hospital Center, our premier partner in Arlington.

Recently, Virginia Hospital Center was the ONLY Virginia teaching hospital 
to be named as a Truven Health 100 Top Hospital, awarded for the best 
facility-wide performance for excellence in a number of measures—patient 
perception of care, clinical care, efficiency, and more.1 And it was named a 
winner of the 2014 50 Top Cardiovascular Hospitals.2

Virginia Hospital Center was also one of only 17 hospitals in the nation to win the Everest Award for its 
quality of care, with performance measures adding up to a better overall hospital experience and better 
long-term outcomes. 
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quality candidates given the 
timing of Sherman’s depar-
ture, Wayne Harris, a member 
of the search firm hired by the 
school system as well as a for-
mer superintendent for Fairfax 
County and Roanoke, said the 
timing is actually perfect.
 “We’re at the primetime 
for this,” he said. “This is the 
time where sitting superinten-
dents are looking at other op-
portunities, because they have 
to make the decision about 
whether to re-up with their 
boards.”
 Residents agreed that the 
new superintendent would 
have to work hard to over-
come a reputation that Alex-
andria students underperform 
compared with surrounding 
jurisdictions.
 “It really hurts that one of 
our schools is one of the low-
est performing in the state,” 
said Kristen Race, who has 
been a local teacher for 40 
years, referring to Jefferson-
Houston School. “A lot has 
been made of that.”
 Parents insisted that they 
wanted an individual with a 
clear and consistent vision 
for Alexandria City Public 
Schools, not a maverick that 
would throw different ap-
proaches at a wall to improve 
student achievement. The slew 

of initiatives and programs 
implemented under Sherman 
often irked parents and teach-
ers. 
 “The new superintendent 
would need to have a thought-
ful idea of what she or he 
would like to do, not to go 
from ‘Let’s try this’ to ‘Let’s 
try this’ or ‘Let’s try this,’” 
said Heather Martin, whose 
children go to Mount Vernon 
Community School. “The 
plan can have some wiggle 
room for adjustment, but they 
would need to have some idea 
of what will be good for our 
unique population.”
 Aside from establishing 
stability in the school system, 
she said the next superinten-
dent must have demonstrated 
success in improving student 
achievement in a diverse com-
munity.
 “They need experience in 
a system that has had large 
achievement gaps,” she said. 
“Between white students and 
minorities and with free- and 
reduced-lunch students, we 
have large gaps.”
 Alexandria School Board 
vice chairman William Keat-
ing was disappointed in Tues-
day’s turnout but remained 
hopeful that the search firm’s 
other forums, focus groups 
and discussions with stake-
holders will produce a strong 
vision for the future.
 “I thought there would be 

a lot more people,” he said. 
“[We] gave a lot of notice ear-
ly over a lot of different chan-
nels. But people know who we 
are and they don’t hesitate to 
talk to us, so I’m already lis-

tening a lot.”
 Race said that most impor-
tantly, after years of constant 
change in the classroom, she 
wants to see the school sys-
tem move forward on an even 

course.
 “We just had a change 
agent,” she said. “I think now 
we need someone to pull the 
system together.”

Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come 

to call the Hermitage home—the chance to 
experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities.  Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 
dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, and an 
overall feeling of caring and security that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h

Call  
703-797-3814  

to schedule  
a tour of our 
beautifully 
appointed 

apartments. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  

ACPS begins superintendent search
acPs 

FROM | 1

fiLe photo
Parents said at a forum Tuesday that they want a superintendent com-
mitted to stability, compared with the constant change associated with 
former Superintendent Morton Sherman (above). 
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WE BELIEVE 
YOU DESERVE  
HEALTH CARE TECHNOLOGY  
THAT GIVES YOU MORE POWER.
That’s why we give Northern Virginia advanced  
technology — to connect you to better care.

Through the world’s largest private 
electronic health record system, your  
health team—doctors, specialists,  
pharmacists, and other professionals 
—are connected to each other and 
to you. The entire team is up-to-
date on your health information, 
for the best in coordinated care. 

This is technology that lets you take 
control of your health 24/7. With the 
free My Health Manager app, you can 
use your mobile device or computer 
to make routine appointments, email 
your doctor’s office, see most lab test 
results, refill most prescriptions, and 
more.1 All secure.

1 Available when you receive care at Kaiser Permanente facilities.

2 Ranked #1 in Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. among private health insurance plans by the National Committee for Quality Assurance Plan Rankings 2012-2013, Nov. 12, 2013.

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the Mid-Atlantic States, Inc., 2101 East Jefferson Street, Rockville, MD 20852     131622_VAcampaignTechFull_PA_ad (11/13/13-12/31/13)    

If there’s a medical need to talk 
with a specialist, you can video 
conference from your doctor’s office. 
And you can use KP HouseCalls to 
video chat with an ER doctor from 
your home, with no copay. That’s 
care with unmatched convenience 
and peace of mind.

Find out how affordable the #1 rated health plan in VA, DC, and MD can be.
2 

Go to kp.org/virginia
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Talks continue after 
health officials crack 
down on offenders

By kaiTlyn schallhOrn  

 

 Food trucks are revving 
their engines, ready to roll out 
in Alexandria despite recent 
setbacks. 
 As city officials discuss 
letting food trucks operate in 
Alexandria, the popular mo-
bile eateries remain banned on 
private and public property in 
the city, with the exception of 
construction sites. Yet armed 
with updated special event 
and health code permits, food 
trucks can make occasional ap-
pearances in the Port City.
 But making the trip with-
out authorization can be costly. 
Several food truck operators 
learned that lesson the hard way 
when they began cooking up 
meals at a West End fundraiser 
earlier in the fall.

 After receiving a complaint, 
the Alexandria Health Depart-
ment shut down and fined four 
food trucks lacking permits, 
officials said. 
 According to Dog Mahell, 
owner of Doug the Food Dude, 
the trucks serving at the fund-
raiser were “under the impres-
sion that any permit they had 
covered food.” 
 The incident underscored 
the ongoing debate regarding 
the role of four-wheeled eater-
ies in Alexandria. That discus-
sion began in earnest in 2011 
when two food trucks served 
up lunch in north Old Town in 
violation of city code. 
 This year, local officials 
agreed to set up a task force to 
examine the issue. The move 
came after city staff floated a 
proposal to allow food trucks 
free reign in much of Alexan-
dria, which left local restaura-
teurs steaming. 
 Many worried the proposed 

regulations gave interloping 
food trucks an advantage over 
brick-and-mortar establish-
ments. Others argued more 
study was needed before open-
ing the city up to mobile res-
taurants.
 “I personally am not op-
posed to the food trucks in en-
tirety; however, prior to open-
ing the gates to later attempt 
curtailing a runaway beast, 
all need to clearly understand 
how it will affect business, 
residents, the parking and the 
city as a whole if the number 
of trucks proposed are per-
mitted in [Old Town],” wrote 
Meshelle Armstrong, of the Eat 
Good Food Group, in a letter to 
City Hall earlier this year.
 The city manager’s 
10-member task force met 
again last month to discuss the 
possibility of food trucks in the 
Del Ray area, but with no resi-
dents from the neighborhood in 
attendance, the focus turned to 

Alexandria as a whole. 
 Despite many people claim-
ing food trucks will find suc-
cess in the Port City, others 
remain skeptical. Lori Quill, a 
task force member, wondered 
if Alexandria is dense enough 
to draw the crowds that flock to 
food trucks in Washington. 
  “From our perspective, 
it takes a mix of all locations 
to make it work,” said Doug 
Povich, chairman of the DC-
Maryland-Virginia Food Truck 
Association as well as a mem-
ber of the city task force. 
 Povich, who also co-owns 
the Red Hook Lobster Pound 
DC food truck, said that the 
mobile eateries are really just 
small businesses. 
 While there is concern that 
food trucks could hurt local 
brick-and-mortar restaurants, 
Che Ruddell-Tabisola, co-
owner of the BBQ Bus, thinks 
the risk is overstated. 
 “Not a single restaurant 

in D.C. has closed because of 
food trucks,” Ruddell-Tabisola 
said. “If anything, food trucks 
are increasing foot traffic. 
Food trucks are terrific at dem-
onstrating restaurant viability.” 
 The Alexandria City Coun-
cil is expected to review food 
truck regulations early next 
year, after the task force pres-
ents its recommendations.

not a 
single 

restaurant in 
D.c. has closed 
because of food 
trucks.”

- che ruddell-Tabisola 
Owner, BBQ Bus
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Find out how affordable the #1 rated health plan in VA, DC, and MD can be.2

Go to kp.org/virginia

That’s why we’re proud to offer Northern Virginia the health 
plan that leads the way in member satisfaction.

A recent study by J.D. Power awarded Kaiser Permanente 
“Highest Member Satisfaction among Commercial Health Plans 
in the Mid-Atlantic Region, Five Years in a Row.”1

Food truck debate keeps rolling on

City council: No real 
estate tax hike in ’14
Decision marks start  
of budget season

By Derrick Perkins 

 

 As city officials prepare 
next year’s budget, they will 
do so without the possibility of 
raising real estate and personal 
property taxes.
 That was the decision of 
the Alexandria City Council 
last week, when it kicked off 
budget season by presenting 
its guidelines to City Manager 
Rashad Young. The unanimous 
agreement came just more than 
six months after city councilors 
approved a major real estate tax 
hike.    
 “I’m appreciative that 
[Young] is willing to accept 

that rather tight restraint of no 
increase in the real estate tax 
rate,” said City Councilor Tim 
Lovain. “We had a significant 
increase last year, and I think 
it was made necessary by the 
very strong capital needs that 
we have, but that rate is now in 
place and the additional funds 
that we were able to raise ... 
[are] just as available to us this 
year.”
 The $628.4 million budget 
for this fiscal year — approved 
in May — included a 4-cent 
tax hike, bringing the rate up 
to $1.038 for every $100 of 
a property’s assessed value. 
Though less than the 5.5-cent 
increase initially considered, it 

SEE BuDgeT | 16
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up and startling folks, who 
might then actually move into 
the bike’s path unknowingly,” 
replied another. “I suppose that 
is rather civilized of bikers to 
try and properly share trails and 
sidewalks. The nerve.”
 For those who follow the 
on-again, off-again debate, 
which last popped up in the 
spring and early summer when 
city council overhauled Al-
exandria’s bicycle laws, the 
war of words is nothing new. 
Kevin Posey, a member of the 
city’s traffic and parking board, 
partly chalks it up to an under-
standable fear of change.
 “Any time you have change, 
you have a pushback, and this 
change is here to stay,” he said. 
“You talk about putting [bike 
lanes] in, and people freak 
out. But once you put them in, 
people get used to them and 
say it’s not so bad after all. ... 
I’ve been seeing this all over 
the country — all over the U.S. 
We’re in a transition period 
now. It’s finally reached the 
level where people are noticing 

it and reacting to it.”
 But there is a deeper divide 
between those who eschew 
motor vehicles and lifelong 
drivers who can’t imagine trav-
eling any other way. More and 
more people are falling into the 
former category, Posey said, 
noting the migration of people 
back into the cities, where they 
can get around without cars.
 “In Alexandria, we’ve been 
a little slow about address-
ing that change,” Posey said. 
“There is still a tendency to 
move the cars through. No, we 
need to start addressing these 
folks who don’t want to drive, 
who want to walk or bike.”
 There is other evidence of 
this growing rift — and the 
interest in the debate nation-
ally. The strongest, perhaps, 
was an opinion piece by King 
Street resident F.H. Buckley 
published last month in The 
Wall Street Journal, putting a 
bit of the national spotlight on 
the latest round of the debate in 
Alexandria.
 Buckley touches upon 
many of the issues raised by 
opponents of the roadwork: 
the few cyclists who use that 

stretch of road, the loss of 
parking spaces and the heavy 
traffic levels. But he also takes 
umbrage at the tactics — and 
attitudes — of cyclists.
 “The preening activists who 
favor these lanes are in my 
town, and they will soon come 
to a neighborhood near you 
if they’re not there already,” 
Buckley warns. “... Our little 
squabble illustrates the tactics 
you can expect to see when 
the bike wars reach you. Cy-
clist commuters may number 
no more than 2 percent of the 
adult American population, 
according to a 2002 report by 
The Pedestrian and Bicycle In-
formation Center, but they are 
the ones who go to city council 
meetings. They’ll push for the 
kind of “complete streets” pol-
icy that our city adopted, one 
that gives priority to pedestri-
ans and cyclists over cars.
 “In the abstract, that will 
sound innocuous, but when the 
time for implementation arrives, 
you’ll find yourself losing your 
street parking, street by street, as 
roads are repaved. And parking 
spaces are just the beginning.”
 While Buckley decries the 

approach cyclists have taken, 
neighbors like Louise Welch 
just worry that adding bike 
lanes will pose a safety hazard 
— for everyone on that road. 
Narrowing the congested street 
will make it harder for large 
vehicles, she said, and more 
dangerous for cyclists. 
 “It is just overall danger-
ous,” she said. “It’s a main 
road, it’s a main city artery, it’s 
a state road and they’re not re-
ally looking at what needs to be 
done to make it safe. They’re 
just saying, ‘Let’s put in bike 
lanes and see if it works.’” 
 While bike-lane opponents 
are portrayed as only caring 
about their free on-street park-
ing, Welch said the spots serve 
as a buffer when she pulls out 
of her driveway. And more im-
portantly, she noted, where do 
people expect contractors and 
delivery vans to park?
 The traffic and parking 
board took up the proposal last 
week — Posey was unable to 
attend — recommending the 
city move ahead with pedestri-
an-safety improvements. But 
board members also said offi-
cials should think twice about 

bike lanes and other traffic-
calming elements. 
 Though bike-lane support-
ers outnumbered opponents 
at the November 25 meeting, 
more community discussion 
is needed, board members ar-
gued.
 But that doesn’t mean bike 
lanes are dead. While the board 
makes recommendations, the 
decision ultimately rests with 
Rich Baier, director of trans-
portation and environmental 
services. 
 Welch and other opponents 
are staying on top of the issue. 
They want to be involved in the 
decision-making process in the 
days and weeks ahead. 
 This marks Welch’s first 
foray into what Buckley de-
scribed as the “bike wars,” and 
she regrets the issue’s divisive-
ness. But that doesn’t mean she 
plans on backing down.  
 “It’s a bad situation, because 
it’s set up the bikers against the 
residents, and I don’t think any 
of us want to be angry at each 
other. But I think we need to 
stand up in the neighborhood 
to what we feel is safe and im-
portant to our lives,” she said.

WE BELIEVE 
YOU DESERVE A DREAM  
TEAM THAT’S FOR REAL.

Find out how affordable the #1 rated health plan in VA, DC, and MD can be.3 

Go to kp.org/virginia

That’s why our Northern Virginia members choose from  
the region’s top-rated doctors.  

Kaiser Permanente offers the best and the brightest doctors to our 
members. No wonder 116 of our doctors are named in the 2013 
“Top Doctors” edition of Northern Virginia Magazine1 and 128 are 
recognized as “Super Doctors” in Washington Post magazine2. 

1 Northern Virginia Magazine, February, 2013
2 The Washington Post Magazine, October 27, 2013
3  Ranked #1 in Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. among private health insurance plans by the National 

Committee for Quality Assurance Plan Rankings 2012-2013, Nov. 12, 2013.
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the Mid-Atlantic States, Inc., 2101 East Jefferson Street, Rockville, MD 20852  
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Bike lanes 

FROM | 1

FALL 
into   Fitness 

Strength, cardio and nutritional guidance. 

StArt  with  your  PerSonAL  trAiner  todAy!

300 north washington  street, suite 106, alexandria, va 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

call 703.683.0777 today & receive $225 off
termS & con ditionS APPLy.  n ew cLi entS on Ly. 
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One of the 100 Top
Hospitals in America

is right in your backyard.

Virginia Hospital Center has just been named one of the 100 Top Hospitals in America by
Truven Health Analytics. This award is particularly exciting because it is based on facts –
about quality, safety, patient experience and more.  And that's great news for the health and
happiness of Alexandria, Virginia families. We're less than 20 minutes from Alexandria on
North George Mason Drive in Arlington, VA.  Visit us online at virginiahospitalcenter.com.

VHC121AlexandriaTimes2_Layout 1  9/12/13  9:22 AM  Page 1
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Dear Hobie & Monk,

 When my co-worker has 
drop-off duties for her chil-
dren, she doesn’t have time 
to do anything in the morn-
ing (her wording). When she 
arrives in her office, which is 
across from my cubicle, she 
does her hair and makeup 
and leaves her office door 
wide open so that we can all 
see and smell the curling iron 
and hairspray that are part 
of her routine. Sounds like 
she needs a lesson in time 
management. Am I wrong to 
think this way?

- Save me from distraction

Hobie: Wow. People still use 
curling irons? 
 Sorry, I got distracted, as 
I’m sure you do every morn-
ing when you’d prefer to focus 
on more professional concerns. 
Yes, of course, this is wildly 
inappropriate behavior, but 

I’m not going to comment on 
her time management skills or 
morning priorities or parenting 
duties as excuses for the real 
problem: her bizarre inability 
to close her door. 
 Because here’s the deal: 
We all get to figure out how 
to make life work for us each 
morning, whether that includes 
getting kids to school, walking 
French bulldogs (whose idea 
of walking is a whole lot more 
like standing still), doing the 
crossword, guzzling high-oc-
tane coffee so that we can bear 
to be gracious to other humans, 
etc. Whatever it is, that’s our 
business. 
 Maybe that also means turn-
ing our sweaters right side out 
and flinging on some makeup 
once we get to work (this is all 
hypothetical, of course). But 
we don’t get to do anything at 
the visual or aromatic expense 
of others in the office space. 
 Thus we learn to either fin-
ish grooming in the restroom 

or close our office door. Tell 
her — or tell her supervisor —  
that the routine needs to hap-
pen in private.

Monk: Of course people still 
use curling irons. How else 

does one achieve Farrah Faw-
cett hair? 
 But that’s not the issue here. 
The issue, from my perspec-
tive as an independent busi-
ness owner, is that someone is 
paying Miss Clairol to do a job 
when she comes to work, and 
unless her job title is super-
model, she is gilding the lily at 
someone else’s expense. Think 
about it: If girlfriend under-
takes the beauty routine three 
times per week for 20 minutes 
per glam session, that’s an hour 
a week of missed work that 

she’s being paid for. 
 Of course, I’m guessing 
about frequency and duration, 
but you get the point. Over 
time, her routine is not only 
stinky and distracting for her 
co-workers, but it’s expensive 
for her employer. I think the 
routine needs to happen in pri-
vate — and on her time.

To submit questions to Hobie 
& Monk, email hobieand-

monk@alextimes.com.

Office makeup routine drives co-worker up the wall

Hobie and Monk are two Alexandria women with husbands, children, dogs, jobs, mortgages, unmet 
New Year’s resolutions, obsessions with impractical shoes, English novels … and Ph.D.s in clinical 
psychology. Their advice, while fabulous, should not be construed as therapeutic within a doctor-
patient context or substituted for the advice of readers’ personal advisors.

WE BELIEVE 
YOU DESERVE AFFORDABLE  
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1  Ranked #1 in Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. among private health insurance plans by the National Committee  
for Quality Assurance Plan Rankings 2012-2013, Nov. 12, 2013.

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the Mid-Atlantic States, Inc., 2101 East Jefferson Street, Rockville, MD 20852  
131631_VAcampaignTopSmall_PA_ad (11/13/13-12/31/13)         

For more than 30 years, you’ve trusted us to deliver award-winning care. 
Today, we’re proud to offer the private health plan ranked #1 in Maryland, 
Virginia, and Washington, D.C. among private health insurance plans.1 #1
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O, Christmas Tree

Happy Holidays!

“Success Grows Here”

1721 West Braddock Road • Alexandria, Virginia 22302  
703.998.3030 • www.GreenstreetGardens.com

Home Decor  •  Poinsettias 
Live, Fresh Cut & Artificial Trees 

Holiday Gifts and Accents 
Live Wreaths and Garland
Collectables  •  Ornaments

Find out how affordable the #1 rated health plan in VA, DC, and MD can be.2

Go to kp.org/virginia

That’s why we give Northern Virginia access 
to quality care that’s always close at hand.

WE BELIEVE 
YOU DESERVE THE BEST 
CARE. WHEN AND WHERE 
YOU NEED IT.

Care’s as close as your PC or mobile device. Use our free app for 
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and more1. Talk to an advice nurse or use KP HouseCalls to video 
chat with an ER doctor. No leaving home and no copay.

1 Available when you receive care at Kaiser Pemanente facilities.
2  Ranked #1 in Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. among private health insurance plans by the National Committee 

for Quality Assurance Plan Rankings 2012-2013, Nov. 12, 2013.
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Find out how affordable the #1 rated health plan in VA, DC, and MD can be.  Find out how affordable the #1 rated health plan in VA, DC, and MD can be.
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1. The Alexandria Harmonizers helped usher in the holidays last week, belting out a medley of carols 
during the city’s annual tree-lighting ceremony. 2. Santa Claus got a bit of help from members of the T.C. 
Williams Key Club, like twins Addie and Riley LaValle. 3. Of course, no party is complete without town crier 
Ben Fiore-Walker, who welcomed people to Friday’s celebration at Market Square. 4. City Councilors Justin 
Wilson and John Chapman get into the holiday spirit. 

Alexandria officially kicks off the holiday season

1

2

3 4
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Baseball officials want 
more minorities involved 
in the sport

By JiM McelhaTTOn 

 

 In a city where blacks and 
Hispanics account for nearly 
40 percent of the population, 
minority representation on Al-
exandria baseball fields is se-
verely lacking.
 And it’s not a problem 
unique to the Port City. USA 

Today reported last year that 
blacks accounted for about 8 
percent of players in Major 
League Baseball, which was 
down from 27 percent in 1975.
 If the trend is to change, it 
will happen because of conver-
sations like the one that took 
place in a local restaurant a few 
weeks ago between T.C. Wil-
liams baseball coach Jim Blair 
and Sterling Gilliam, presi-
dent of the Alexandria Little 
League.

 The pair met up as they 
do every month or so to talk 
baseball. Lately, they’ve been 
spending more and more time 
discussing the lack of diversity 
on city ball fields. Those con-
versations go far beyond sports 
and touch on social and demo-
graphic issues.
 Blair and Gilliam didn’t 
have hard numbers at hand 
when they met. But they didn’t 
need them, either. Both say 
they can tell just by watching 
games that, taken together, 
players on the field don’t look 
enough like the city as a whole.
 Neither one has all of the 
answers, but they say they’re 
trying.
 The duo has reached out 

to nonprofit groups like Com-
munity Lodgings in Arlandria. 
The Little League has handed 
out scholarships to pay for uni-
forms and gear. And Blair and 
Gilliam have encouraged car-
pooling so that players whose 
parents can’t get out of work 
for a 5 p.m. practice can still 
get to the field on time.
 “Last year, we gave out 
scholarships to the tune of 
about $3,000,” Gilliam said. 
“That’s a start, but it hasn’t 
changed the trajectory enough 
in our mind.”
 Blair and Gilliam are not 
just looking for players, but 
they’re searching for ideas on 
how to reach them.
 “For being a public high 

school, we’re not reaching out 
and grabbing the numbers we 
should,” Blair said. “There’s 
a disconnect. From our end, it 
could be that they’re just not 
aware of the opportunities. 
Maybe they’re coming from 
single-parent homes, where 
they don’t have a parent who’s 
available to drive the kids all 
over the place because the par-
ent’s out working.”
 Blair said that youth base-
ball is well represented in the 
neighborhoods around Simp-
son Field but struggles to at-
tract players in more populated 
sections in the western and 
northern parts of the city.

Bringing diversity to the diamond
sPOrTs

SEE DiversiTy | 15

courteSy photo   

HOT TO TROT Runners make their way along the course of the Alexandria Turkey Trot, a Thanksgiving 
Day tradition in the Port City. Diriba Degefa finished first overall with a time of 23:59. Among the women, 
Susanna Sullivan took the top spot in 27:48. 
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 Soccer, which has about 
10 times as many players than 
Little League, is popular in 
both areas. Gilliam doesn’t 
view soccer as competition so 
much as he simply wants to get 
the word out about baseball in 
those neighborhoods, too.
 Blair and Gilliam figure that 
even if they can reach just a few 
players here and there in Little 
League, then perhaps the play-
ers will take the field for T.C. 
years from now. Maybe they’ll 
play in college and beyond.
 Blair views the Alexandria 
Little League as a sort of feeder 
system for his varsity program. 
He’s held clinics in wintertime 
along with coaches and players 
to teach younger athletes the 
fundamentals of the sport.
 “T.C. isn’t taking full ad-
vantage of the potential here,” 
Blair said.
 But the coach said his in-
terest in getting more minori-
ties involved goes far beyond 
building a successful varsity 
program.
 “If we can set up a system 
where we can help these kids 
and find them some structure so 
they can come to baseball prac-
tice for a while and learn some 
of those life lessons, that makes 
it all worthwhile,” Blair said.
 Even if the players never 

play for T.C., even if they just 
play a year or two in Little 
League, Blair and Gilliam said 
it’s still worth it. They believe 
baseball holds important les-
sons for young people.
 For as much as a young per-
son is part of a team, they are 
still all alone up at the plate. 
They succeed or fail alone. 
And even the very best in the 
sport fail most of the time. 
That’s something only baseball 
can teach, according to Blair 
and Gilliam.
 “I’ve seen ... players be-
come more equipped to deal 
with the challenges of life and 
of adulthood courtesy of the 
game of baseball,” Gilliam 
said. “We just want to expand 
those opportunities.”

Surviving an aortic 
tear is like a miracle. 
But then, I’ve always 
trusted in miracles.
Family and faith are everything to Pat Chisley. She needed both the 
day she suffered a tear in her aorta. In such a critical situation, every 
minute matters. Pat was flown to MedStar Heart Institute at MedStar 
Washington Hospital Center, where she was met by one of the nation’s 
most experienced cardiac surgery teams. Their skill and rapid response 
saved her life. Today, Pat feels blessed that she put her trust in MedStar 
Heart Institute.

Visit MedStarHeartInstitute.org/Trust to learn about our alliance 
with Cleveland Clinic Heart & Vascular Institute—and how the power 
of trust is transforming heart care. Call 202-877-DOCS (3627) 
to schedule an appointment. 

—Pat Chisley, Landover, MD

if we can set 
up a system 

where we can help 
these kids and find 
them some structure 
so they can come to 
baseball practice for 
a while and learn 
some of those life 
lessons, that makes 
it all worthwhile.”

- Jim Blair 
T.c. williams baseball coach

fiLe photo
Jim Blair, coach of the T.C. Williams baseball team, has teamed up 
with Sterling Gilliam, president of Alexandria Little League, to get 
more minorities involved in the national pastime. 
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stonewall kitchen

stonewallkitchen.com | Like us on Facebook 

national harbor company store 
170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902 

still left the average homeowner 
paying an extra $314 annually.
 But the resolution adopted 
by city council gives Young and 
his staff leeway in other areas, 
like “changes to other tax poli-
cies, tax rates, tax designations, 

fees, fines and service charges 
that are equitable, fair and ad-
ministratively feasible.”
 City councilors also asked 
Young to keep funding for Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
steady if possible next year. The 
district crafts its budget inde-
pendently, but City Hall foots 
the bill. 

 Though local property own-
ers might want to celebrate, city 
councilors warned of hard deci-
sions to come. 
 “I think we just have to be 
prepared for some tough trad-
eoffs because of that [tax rate] 
constraint and because the rev-
enue estimates aren’t looking 
very strong,” Lovain said.

 City Councilor Justin Wil-
son said the information he re-
viewed indicated a downturn in 
consumption-based levies, like 
the hotel and sales tax. While 
budget officials believe income 
from real estate taxes will in-
crease, it’s a small boost, he 
said.
 “We have received revenue 
estimates for next year, and 
while I think they will probably 
change ... they make one thing 
pretty clear, which is any hope 
that we were going to be im-
mune to the effects of sequester 
are very much dashed,” he said.
 Officials also tweaked the 
budget approval process, add-
ing a 48-hour window between 
the final add/delete session — 
the last round of horse-trading 
— and the fiscal roadmap’s 
adoption.

 A minor controversy during 
May’s budget approval sparked 
the change. Several city coun-
cilors realized too late that the 
roadmap eliminated set-asides 
for affordable housing and open 
space funds. 
 While the dedicated revenue 
stream to the affordable housing 
fund subsequently was restored, 
the debate over when the set-
asides were axed and who knew 
about it led to calls for reform.
 City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg joined his colleagues in 
voting for the change, but not 
before warning that the extra 
time was for review and double-
checking — not last-minute ne-
gotiating.
 “This is not another 48-hour 
window for people to lobby us 
to make further changes to the 
budget,” he said.

BuDgeT 
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703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s
Pet of the Week is sponsored by

Diann Hicks.

~ Holiday Gold ~
Meet our dearest one, Goldie, a sweet 8 year old girl.  A Walker 
Hound mix, Goldie is a loving and loyal gal, unused to city life.  
She is hoping for a new human to take her on long, slow walks.  
Goldie  loves to sniff her surroundings, as she grows more 
comfortable with life in Alexandria.
 
Quiet and easy-going, Goldie is your girl, if you are looking for 

a polite companion with a heart of, you guessed it ~ gold.

PLEASE MAKE A YEAR-END CONTRIBUTION 
TOWARDS THE CARE OF THE HOMELESS PETS 
OF OUR CITY.  703-746-4774.

~ THANK YOU~

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK
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Check out these unique and exciting gift ideas 
  Searching for that perfect pres-
ent? Lucky for you, Alexandria’s 
shops and boutiques offer unique 
and special gifts that will delight 
friends and family.
	 One	of	your	first	stops	for	some-
thing special should be Tchoupi-
toulas	 at	 210	N.	Lee	 St.	The	fine	
furnishings store and interior de-
sign company offers tradition with 
a twist. 
 The owner is originally from 
The Big Easy, and there’s a New 
Orleans feel to every aspect of the 
store, which sells heirloom quality 
pieces and snazzy accessories that 
can enhance any space. Nearly all 
of the items are one of a kind, with 
many created just for Tchoupitou-
las. 
 For more information, stop in at 

Tchoupitoulas any day of the week 
or call 703-299-0145. You also can 
check out the company’s website 
at www.tchoupitoulasfurnishings.
com.
 Want to help a friend get in 
shape? Then consider buying a 
membership or a series of train-
ing sessions at Fitness Together as 
a gift. The trainers at the 300 N. 
Washington St. gym will develop 
an	exercise	plan	 that	fits	 the	 indi-
vidual’s daily routine. For addi-
tional details, call 703-683-0777 
or	visit	www.fitnesstogether.com.	
 Maybe your loved one just 
needs a break from work? Well, 
the Holiday Inn along Eisenhower 
Avenue is a great place for a stay-
cation. Enjoy a dip in the pool with 
your partner before grabbing din-

ner at the nearby Yves’ Bistro. The 
restaurant is known for fantastic 
French fare and quality wine. Af-
ter a lovely night out, head back 
to your cozy room at Holiday Inn. 
To make a reservation, call 1-800-
972-3159. For information about 
Yves’ Bistro, check out yvesbis-
trova.com. 
 For something out of the or-
dinary, give the unique gift of 
a river-based adventure to your 
family or friends by taking them 
on a Potomac Riverboat Co. ride. 
Venture over to National Harbor 
and visit great stores like Stone-
wall Kitchen before heading back 
to Old Town. Or maybe take a 
cruise to Georgetown for lunch. 
Check out all the options at www.
potomacriverboatco.com.

Holiday Gift Guide

Black Friday Sale!
6-8 am 30% off
8-10 am 20% off

10 am- close 10% off

Fresh olive oils. Aged balsamics. Fine teas.

1223 king street, alexandria, va 22314 703.299.3004
www.oliotastingroom.com
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Maurice Hines leads  
a journey through his  
65-year career on stage

By JOrDan wrighT

 On a stage flanked by Mon-
drian-like color block pan-
els reminiscent of 1960s TV 
shows, a nine-piece, all-female 
orchestra is cranking out the 
sounds of “Did You Do That.” 
 It’s an old tune by composer 
Stanley “Kay” Kaufman, an ear-
ly creator, manager and conduc-
tor for the tap-dancing brothers, 
Maurice and Gregory Hines. 
Back in the day, Kaufman 

founded the original DIVA jazz 
orchestra. Now a new crop of 
divas backs up Broadway leg-
end Maurice Hines in “Maurice 
Hines is Tappin’ Thru Life” at 
Arena Stage.
 The divas — who are 
known in jazz circles from 
Lincoln Center to Birdland 
to the Apollo Theater — are 
smokin’ hot. Hines urges them 
on, giving solo turns to noted 
sax player Camille Thurman, 
trumpet player Liesl Whitaker 
and drummer Sherrie Maricle, 
whom he likens quite accu-
rately to Buddy Rich. 
 Right from the start the 

joint is jumpin’ and the show 
has just begun. 
 The projection panels 
come alive with intimate fam-
ily photos, memories of segre-
gation and showbiz moments 
frozen in time. Interspersed 
between 19 musical numbers, 
Hines shares deeply personal 
stories and his encounters with 
megastars like Lena Horne, 
Nat King Cole, Duke Elling-
ton, Judy Garland, Sammy 
Davis Jr. and Ol’ Blue Eyes. 
It is the story behind the story 
of 65 years spent on stage and 
screen.  
 Hines is captivating and 
stylish. His movements are 
silken, his delivery hip and so-
phisticated. He does a modi-
fied version of the moonwalk.  
 “I love this step. It’s so 
sexy,” he croons. And it is.  
 But I am waiting for him to 
tap. Isn’t everyone? He speaks 
sotto voce about a recent inju-
ry. Later he admits, “You know 
I don’t tap much anymore.” 
 But still, he’s suave in 

a black and white Armani 
jacket. And we’re totally en-
raptured by his shtick. Who 
doesn’t dig a song stylist with 
crazy, exquisite phrasing? The 
kind of phrasing that owns a 
song like Frank and Ella and 
Dino did.
 Hines learned it and honed 
it from the greatest of the 
greats, and it shows as he 
segues seamlessly from Fats 
Waller honky-tonk to sophis-
ticated ditties by Cole Porter 
to ballads like “All the Way.” 
In jazzed-up show tune clas-
sics from Lerner and Loewe 
— “I’ve Grown Accustomed 
to Her Face” and “Get Me to 
the Church on Time” — he 
lures the audience back to the 
Moulin Rouge of the 1950s, 
the first integrated nightclub 
in Vegas.
 A few of the songs even 
use the familiar Nelson Riddle 
arrangements. In “Luck Be a 
Lady,” we are transported to 
Sin City and find ourselves 
sitting tableside with the Rat 

Pack at the Flamingo Hotel. 
 Finally, in the 18th number, 
Hines does a long spin, some 
rapid-fire tap moves and a bit 
of soft shoe. Not a lot, but per-
fectly executed.
 And then the Manzari 
Brothers arrive on stage, daz-
zling with their electricity. 
They are formidable as expect-
ed. Sam and Max Heimowitz, 
young twins whom Hines re-
cently discovered in D.C., do 
a short turn with the virtuosos. 
 Now everyone is tapping 
and all of a sudden the evening 
feels like a moment in musical 
stage history. Oh yes, Mau-
rice. You are too “mahvelous” 
for mere words.

 “Maurice Hines is Tap-
pin’ Thru Life” runs through 

December 29 at Arena Stage, 
1101 Sixth St., SW, Washing-
ton, D.C. For tickets and in-

formation, call 202-484-0247 
or visit www.arenastage.org.

scene arOunD TOwn

A toe-tapping trip down memory lane 

photo/tereSa wood
Maurice Hines, shown here with fellow performers Max Heimowitz (left), John Manzari, Leo Manzari 
and Sam Heimowitz, takes his fans through his lengthy career in show business. Joined by the DIVA jazz 
orchestra, Hines puts on a show that is not to be missed. 

Leaf CoLLeCtion 
October 28 – December 27

C
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There are three ways to recycle
 your leaves this season!

1 Rake leaves to the curb for collection

2 Place leaves in paper leaf bags for 
collection 

3 Compost leaves and yard waste 

Eco-City Alexandria

Scan with your 

mobile device!

Don’t know your leaf collection 
zone, forgot your collection date, 

or need additional information?  

More online at 
alexandriava.gov/LeafCollection  

or call 703.746.5323.

/TESAlexandriaVA
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Tidings and goodwill 
abound in these local 
shows

By JOrDan wrighT

 When not sending out 
cards, trimming the tree, 
wrapping gifts, and savoring 
a dram or two of Christmas 
cheer, be sure to catch one or 
more of these fabulous holi-
day shows. 
 MetroStage’s rollicking 
send-up of a classic tale with 
“A Broadway Christmas Car-
ol” is not your mama’s cup of 
eggnog. The endearingly out-
rageous three-person cast of 
Russell Sunday, Peter Boyer 
and Tracey Stephens will de-
lightfully dissect your funny 
bone with parodies of 31 rec-
ognizable show tunes from the 
likes of Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber, Rodgers and Hammer-
stein and Stephen Sondheim.
 Boyer is this year’s new-
comer to the cast, and he’s 
absolutely phenomenal as Eb-
enezer Scrooge in this madcap 
holiday whirlwind of costume 
changes and characters, sung 
by some of the best pipes in 
the business. Look for pianist 
Howard Breitbart to get into 
the act in “The Phantom of 
Christmases Yet to Come.”   
 It’s a hoot and a howl for 
adults only.
 “A Broadway Christmas 
Carol” runs through Decem-
ber 22. For tickets and infor-
mation, call 703-548-9044 or 
visit www.metrostage.org.

A MORE CLASSIC  
TELLING OF A CLASSIC

 At The Little Theatre of Al-
exandria, it’s time once again 
for “A Christmas Carol.” 
 Directed and adapted by 
Rachael Hubbard, this family-
friendly version of the Charles 

Dickens classic will warm 
the cockles of everyone’s 
hearts. Replete with elegant 
Victorian costumes, the ac-
cursed curmudgeon Ebenezer 
Scrooge and the adorable Tiny 
Tim, you can almost smell the 
chestnuts roasting as ghostly 
guides transport you through 
Christmas past, present and 
future.  
 Relive this Currier and Ives 
picture postcard of a show that 
reveals the true meaning of 
Christmas.
 “A Christmas Carol” runs 
through December 22. For 
tickets and information, call 
703-683-0496 or visit www.
thelittletheatre.com.

A VERY MERRY  
CHRISTMAS

 Signature Theatre’s holi-
day season lineup has some-
thing for everyone.   
 “Holiday Follies” is back 
with a wonderful wintry lineup 
of Signature’s closest friends 
and artists. There’s never been 
a better way to keep company 
on a cold winter’s night.  
 In addition, Matt Con-
ner will star in “A Matt Con-
ner Christmas.” Promising to 
be a cozy evening of Conner 
on piano, sharing cherished 
Christmas memories, the com-
poser — known for his work 
on “Crossing,” “The Hollow” 
and “Nevermore” — will be 
“blending them with some of 
[his] favorite Christmas songs, 
along with a few surprise 
guests. The show will range 
from bluegrass to classical 
with a lot in-between, all full 
of holiday cheer.” 
 Be sure to check out the 
special New Year’s Eve party 
and midnight toast for ticketh-
olders of Signature’s latest 

SEE hOliDay shOws | 29

A toe-tapping trip down memory lane 

events & catering
a special advertising feature of the alexandria Times

Promote your restaurant’s event & catering 
services today. call 703-739-0001.

Light Up the SeaSon 
December 8!

Bring the kids to see Santa 
at 5:00 and enjoy free hot 
chocolate and cookies. Stay to 
see who wins the boat-lighting 
contest at 7:00 and sample 
discounted appetizers.

703-548-0001 | 1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314 
www.indigolanding.com

photo/chriS bankS
Peter Boyer (left), Tracey Stephens and Russell Sunday star in MetroStage’s madcap “A Broadway  
Christmas Carol” just in time for the holiday season. The show is just one of many awaiting theater fans 
this month. 

scene arOunD TOwn

Three cheers for the holiday theater season
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let’s eat

	 When	 searching	 for	 terrific,	
well-priced Thai cuisine and sushi, 
there’s no better place in the D.C. 
area than Royal Thai and Sushi 
Bar.	 This	 fine	 restaurant	 —	 for-
merly known as Thailand Royal 
Street	—	has	delighted	customers	
for nine years and recently relo-
cated to 801 N. Fairfax St., just a 
block from the river. 
 The restaurant also opened a 
sushi bar after its move, and the 
response has been overwhelming. 
Customers love the freshness and 
presentation at Royal Thai. Some 
of the most popular options are 
the Norway roll, Mexican roll and 
Eddy’s citron roll. 
 As for the Thai food, it’s down-
right amazing. A sample of diners 

at lunch last week said that they 
loved Royal Thai because of the 
diverse menu and the excellent 
vegetarian options. The shrimp 
and	 fish	 dishes	 received	 the	most	
votes, but people also raved about 
the Bangkok sizzling steak and 
crispy duck. 
 “I love having a Thai and sushi 
restaurant in Alexandria because so 
many people love Thai food,” said 
owner Kem McCombie, who orig-
inally hails from Thailand. “They 
have been so complimentary of 
our menu, and it was our custom-
ers who encouraged me to expand 
and offer sushi too. I cannot think 
of any place I would rather have a 
restaurant than north Old Town be-
cause there is plenty of free park-

ing at lunch- or dinnertime, and the 
neighborhood is growing by leaps 
and bounds. 
 “While we love our regular 
customers and the tourists, it’s ex-
citing to have new people coming 
in who have moved to north Old 
Town.”
 With the hustle and bustle of 
the holiday season, take a break 
and enjoy a nice lunch or dinner at 
Royal Thai and Sushi Bar.
 
 For takeout, delivery or more 
information, call 703-535-6622 or 

visit www.royalthaisushi.com to 
order online. Dine-in hours  
are 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.  

Monday through Saturday and  
5 to 9 p.m. Sunday.

Royal Thai and Sushi Bar spices 
up north Old Town

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria Times

To feature your  
restaurant in  

Let’s Eat
Call Alexandria Times 

at 703-739-0001. 

Salsa Burger

Pulled Pork 
Barbeque Sandwich

Birthday  
Milkshake

703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated

2004 Eisenhower Ave. 
Alexandria, VA 22314

Check out our menu enhancements!

$3.00

Bring your family & friends here for holiday 
dining or we can bring the food to you!

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

801 N. FairFax STrEET  •  alExaNdria Va 22314  •  703.535.6622  •  www.royalThaiSuShi.com

Sushi bar&

Located in Old Town North, Alexandria

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday Special 

2 entrees and a bottle of wine for  

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

(Dining-in Only)

(After 6:30pm)

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner

$29.50
5-Course Gourmet Dinner 

$52/person
*Does not include the special du jour. Offer good until 1/6/14.

Lobster 235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

It’s our  
Third YEAR!

Simone Marchand will be singing 
Edith Piaf songs every Friday night. LIVE!

Open Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve  

& New Year’s Day
Reservations suggested
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now to December 22

SANTA CLAUS IN OLD TOWN 
Santa and Mrs. Claus are back in Old 
Town to take pictures with children and 
find out who was naughty or nice. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays and 
noon to 5 p.m. Sundays
Location: Rashmi Pappu Photography 
Studio, 210 N. Lee St.
Information: 571-331-0702 or www.
oldtownsanta.com

now to December 25

CHRISTMAS ATTIC’S HOLI-
DAY ADVENT ART EVENT The 
Christmas Attic has partnered with 
area schools, churches and community 
groups to help produce illuminated 
canvases of art in each of the store’s 
windows or on the brick of the building. 
Each day at sundown, the store will 
reveal advent art featuring a variety of 
local holiday creations.
Time: Sundown
Location: Christmas Attic, 125 S. 
Union St.
Information: 703-548-2829 or www.
christmasattic.com

now to December 31

OCCUPIED CITY: LIFE IN CIVIL 
WAR ALEXANDRIA EXHIBITION 
This exhibition examines life in an Ameri-
can town seized and held by its federal 
government, following Virginia’s decision 
to secede from the Union in May 1861. 
Explore the experiences of Alexandrians 
and others who lived here during this 
tumultuous time through their words, as 
well as period photographs and collec-
tions items. Suggested admission is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
alexandriahistory.org

MARSHALL HOUSE INCIDENT 
EXHIBITION The deaths of Union Col. 
Elmer Ellsworth and secessionist James 
Jackson at the Marshall House Hotel 
along King Street during the Federal oc-
cupation of Alexandria on May 24, 1861, 
stirred patriotic fervor in the north and 
south. This exhibit at Fort Ward features 
objects from the museum collection — 
like a star from the flag which had flown 
over Marshall House and loan items 
from the Mary Custis Lee chapter of the 
Daughters of the Confederacy — to tell 
this notable story about the event that 
launched the Civil War in Alexandria. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W. 
Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or www.
fortward.org

now to January 4

AFRICAN-AMERICAN ACTIV-
ISTS EXHIBITION Living Legends 
of Alexandria is an ongoing project, 
conceived by Nina Tisara, to create an 
enduring artistic record of the people 
whose vision and dedication make a 
positive, tangible difference to the quali-
ty of life in Alexandria. Over the years, 13 
African-Americans have been chronicled 
as part of the project: Ferdinand Day 
in 2007-08; Lillie Finklea, Carlton Funn 
Sr., Eula Miller, Melvin Miller and Bert 
Ransom in 2008-09; Nelson Greene Sr. 
in 2010; Lynnwood Campbell in 2011; 
Lillian Patterson, Gwen Menefee-Smith 
and Dorothy Turner last year; and Willie 
Bailey Sr. and Rosa Byrd this year. 
Admission is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: www.alexandrialegends.
com or www.alexandriava.gov/blackhis-
tory

December 5 - 7

ALEXANDRIA COMMUNITY 
‘NUTCRACKER’ Alexandria Commu-
nity Dance and West Potomac Academy 
will present the fifth anniversary perfor-
mance of their modern version of the 
classic holiday tale, “The Nutcracker.” 
Tickets are $12 for adults and $10 for 
students.
Time: 5:30 p.m. Thursday; 6:30 p.m. 
Friday; and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. Saturday
Location: West Potomac High School, 
6500 Quander Road
Information: www.alexandriadance.
com

December 5

PAWS TO READ — KIDS READ 
TO DOGS Kids, in first through sixth 
grades, can sign up for a 15-minute slot 
to read to a pal. The event is free.
Time: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St. 
Information: 703-746-1702x5

BOOK-SIGNING EVENT WITH 
ANN ROMNEY Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers will host Ann Romney, wife 
of former presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney, for a short talk and book-sign-
ing event. Her cookbook, “The Romney 
Family Table: Sharing Home-Cooked 
Recipes and Favorite Traditions” was 
released in October. 
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Barnes & Noble Booksellers, 
3651 Jefferson Davis Highway
Information: www.barnesandnoble.
com

HALEY STREET BAND CON-
CERT These three talented singer-song-
writers mine the deep veins of American 
music and bring back the occasional 
rough diamond. Supporting each other 
on a variety of acoustic instruments, 
they aspire to breathe new life into tradi-
tional musical forms. Tickets are $10 for 
this concert.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince 
St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or www.
nvfaa.org

December 6 - 7

SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS WALK 
WEEKEND The Campagna Center 
will present the 43rd annual Scottish 
Christmas Walk Weekend. More than 
100 Scottish clans dressed in colorful 
tartans will parade through the streets of 
Old Town. They will be joined by pipe and 
drum bands from around the region, as 
well as terriers and hounds of every de-
scription. The parade is free, and there 
will be photo opportunities with Father 

Christmas during and after the walk. 
Other events of the weekend include A 
Christmas Marketplace and A Taste of 
Scotland, as well as Campagna Center’s 
Holiday Designer Tour of Homes.
Time: 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
Location: George Washington Masonic 
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: www.scottishchristmas-
walk.com

December 6 - 8

DEL RAY ARTISANS HOLIDAY 
MARKET The 18th annual Del Ray 
Artisans Holiday Market will offer unique 
handmade fine arts and crafts from lo-
cal artists and bake sale items to benefit 
a local nonprofit. The event is free.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday; and noon to 4 p.m. Sunday

calenDar 
OF evenTs

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email 
events@alextimes.com. 

SEE calenDar | 23
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 I was rushing toward my 
car recently and, out of the 
corner of my eye, spotted a 
bumper sticker that said, “My 
dog is my co-pilot.” I was in-
stantly annoyed. 
 While I appre-
ciate the fact that 
dogs enrich our 
lives and help us 
navigate our exis-
tence with a greater 
sense of love and 
acceptance, I don’t 
like the idea of dogs 
actually helping 
navigate our vehi-
cles. But, judging from what I 
see on the roads most days, I 
must be in the minority. 
 The truth is that on any 
given day, I’ll notice a driver 
that seems a little off and 
somehow distracted. I instant-
ly think that they’re texting. 
 Upon closer inspection, 
though, I realize that they are 
doing no such thing. Nope, 
they are all over the road be-
cause their dog has decided 
to sit on their lap, making it 
impossible for them to safely 
navigate the streets of North-
ern Virginia.
 Close to their human, nose 
out	the	window,	ears	flopping	
in the wind or simply enjoy-
ing the view from inside, the 
dog is, of course, delighted. 
The human is pretty tickled as 
well, loving their pet’s enthu-
siasm, oblivious to the many 
risks involved with allowing 
a pet to ride in the car unre-
strained.

 Nowadays, it seems chil-
dren ride in car seats until they 
are almost in their early teens. 
We take precautions with ba-
bies and children because it’s 

the responsible 
thing to do. We 
recognize that 
unsecured chil-
dren can be 
badly injured 
during a crash 
and do every-
thing we can to 
prevent injury 
and death, even 
if only driving a 

few blocks. 
 Additionally, most cat 
owners diligently transport 
their canines in carriers, 
no matter the distance they 
travel. You rarely see a fe-
line peeking over a steering 
wheel because securing a cat 
in a carrier is the responsible 
thing to do.
 For these reasons, I’m not 
sure why dog parents believe 
their canines are somehow im-
mune to the risks that the rest 
of us face in vehicles. But I’m 
afraid that the popular prac-
tice of having dogs jump in 
cars and walk around like they 
were in the comfort of their 
home may be setting people 
up	for	a	very	difficult	lesson.
	 Let’s	face	it:	Dogs	will	fly	
into and through windshields 
on impact. They will fall out 
or	 —	 worse	 —	 jump	 out	 of	
open car windows. And they 
can singlehandedly cause se-
rious accidents. 

 Dogs belong in backseats 
and cargo spaces, safely re-
strained by canine seatbelts, 
specialty car harnesses or 

hammocks that keep them 
away from the driver and 
planted in their seat, ensuring 
a safe ride for all.
 While the idea of having 
a dog as your co-pilot is cute, 
there’s nothing cute about 
injuring yourself, your pet 
or others in the community. 
There is a time and a place 
for everything. A moving ve-
hicle is absolutely no place for 
bonding time, no matter how 
much your spoiled pup insists.

The writer is the owner of 
The Wag Pack.

Dogs can be co-pilots  
in life, but not in the car

PeT MaTTers

By Isabel Alvarez

... i’m not 
sure why dog 

parents believe their 
pets are somehow 
immune to the risks 
that the rest of us face 
in vehicles. But i’m 
afraid that the popular 
practice of having dogs 
jump in cars and walk 
around like they were 
in the comfort of their 
home may be setting 
people up for a very 
difficult lesson.”

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

703.739.0001

WhAT CAn the times do for  yOu?I was quite pleased that 

several people came to my 

open house having seen 

our ad in the Alexandria 

Times. One or two brought 

the ad with them!

- Jud Burke,

McEnearney Associates
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Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-838-4827 or www.
thedelrayartisans.org/holidaymarket

December 6

HOLIDAY ON THE AVENUE IN 
DEL RAY This event will feature the 
annual Del Ray tree lighting, a visit with 
Santa and the lighting of thousands of 
candles. Enjoy carols, hot chocolate, 
cider and cookies at this free holiday 
event.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Farmers Market, 
Mount Vernon and East Oxford avenues
Information: 703-683-2570 or www.
visitdelray.com

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE AT THE 
TORPEDO FACTORY ART CEN-
TER Torpedo Factory artists will open 
their studios after-hours for mingling 
and shopping. There will be $2,000 in 
door prizes, including original artwork, 
gift certificates and discounts. The event 
is free.
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-838-4565x5 or 
www.torpedofactory.org

HISTORY LECTURE: ROMAN 
SATURNALIA TRADITIONS Join 
historian Lauren Hammersen and learn 
how the Romans enjoyed the winter 
solstice and celebrated the god Saturn. 
Discover how roles in society were re-
versed and how rules were deliberately 
abandoned. The lecture is free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince 
St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or www.
nvfaa.org

December 7 - 8

NORTH RIDGE CHRISTMAS 
TREE SALE Sales of these beautiful 
Christmas trees will benefit North Ridge 
Citizens Association, Trinity United Meth-
odist Church and Beverley Hills United 
Methodist Church.
Time: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday
Location: Parking lot adjacent to Trinity 
United Methodist Church at the corner 
of Cameron Mills Road and Allison 
Street
Information: Contact Bruce Johnson 
at 703-548-9604

WATERCOLOR SHOW AND 
SALE Hollin Hall Senior Center will 
host a Watercolor Show and Sale from 
students of the Torpedo Factory. There 
will be more than 50 participating art-
ists at this free event. 
Time: 4 to 7 p.m. Saturday and noon to 
4 p.m. Sunday
Location: Hollin Hall Senior Center, 
1500 Shenandoah Road
Information: 703-765-4573

December 7

OLD TOWN FARMERS MARKET 
The market includes local dairy, fish, 
fruits and vegetables. There is free park-
ing in the garage during market hours. 
Time: 7 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

FAMILY KWANZAA CELEBRA-
TION Conducted by Culture Kingdom 
Kids, educator Jessica Smith will teach 
families fun and creative ways to 
celebrate the seven days of Kwanzaa 
through a variety of interactive perfor-
mances, hands-on activities and crafts. 
Families will be culturally enriched and 
better prepared to celebrate Kwanzaa in 
their homes and communities. Admis-
sion is $5.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356 or www.
alexblackhistory.org

alexanDria’s  
nOnPrOFiTs

Making a difference every day.
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VALID FRIDAY, DEC. 6 THRU THURSDAY, DEC. 12, 2013

VISIT MODELLS.COM AND SHOP ONLINE TODAY!

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR IN-STORES FRIDAY!

Men’s or 
Women’s 
Nike Fleece
Tops or Bottoms
Msrp $45-$55 

NOW 
31.50-38.50

30%3030%%
OFF
MSRP

1201 S HAYES ST., ARLINGTON, VA • (703) 413-3056
ACROSS FROM MARSHALL’S AND NORDSTROM RACK

NOW 
OPEN PENTAGON CENTRENOW 
OPEN PENTAGON CENTRE

gift    on!
HOLIDAY
SALE

www.alextimes.com

you can make a difference with your tax  
deductible donation to charity. Please donate  

to these worthy causes.
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By elaine MarkOuTsas

 No matter what style of 
home you live in, holiday dec-
orating can bring it to life. It 
doesn’t really take that much: 
a garland here, a few candles 
there, touches of evergreens, a 
few spangly baubles. Whether 
you go for glam or for more 
homespun, dialed-down ex-
pressions, it’s all about creating 
a	 little	 coziness	—	 something	
that makes it all magical for 
you, your family and guests.
 Sounds like the jingling 
of bells or strains of “Silent 
Night” or “I’m Dreaming of 
a	 White	 Christmas”	 —	 plus	
aromas	 of	 pine,	 balsam	 or	 fir	

—	 can	 trigger	 that	 warm	 and	
wonderful sensation for many 
people.
	 However	you	light	it	up	—	
with thousands of LED spar-
klers, holiday cheer throughout 
every room of the house or 
with	 minimal	 punctuation	 —	
there are plenty of places to go 
for direction. 
 Whether you’re looking to 
add to your traditional decor 
repertoire or start fresh, there’s 
more design advice than ever 
before, not only from shelter 
magazines but retailers with 
catalogs or online blogs. For 
those who stare at the front of 
their homes and don’t know 
where to start, Pottery Barn 

invites: “Call us today and we 
can help. Free design servic-
es.” Its website offers online 
how-to articles and videos too.
 Wisteria has a storyboard 
holiday blog with suggestions, 
including four different ways to 
design a mantel. Neiman Mar-
cus (and Pottery Barn) breaks 
down its decorations according 
to theme (like luxe lodge, clas-
sic, elegant or coastal), which 
makes it easier to identify the 
looks and colors you like.
 CB2 dishes personal deco-
rating advice from the hip de-
sign duo of Robert and Cortney 
Novogratz: “Every Christmas 
we hang a giant peace wreath 
on the front door to welcome 

our friends and family. While 
the design is rustic and un-
derstated, the message speaks 
volumes.” (A lighted vine 
peace wreath from their collec-
tion was sold out well before 
Thanksgiving). And WE (West 
Elm) riffs on the song “Have 
Yourself (a Merry Little Christ-
mas)” by inserting its own sen-
timent: “A holiday that’s care-
fully crafted just for you.”
 Craft and curated are key 
buzzwords	these	days	—	in	the	
sense of creating a personal-
ized look, one that at least ap-
pears to be one of a kind, some-
thing done by hand.
 Flipping through a stack of 
holiday catalogs that could be 

a record weight this year, we 
found a number of interesting 
themes. 
 Outdoor decorating has 
ramped up. We’ve always seen 
the wreaths and garlands, lit 
and unlit. But this year, there 
are more options for treetops 
glistening. 
 Restoration Hardware is 
selling what it calls starlit trees 
or winter wonderland trees 
in snow and bark or wrapped 
with birch. A cool alternative 
to green, these minimal twig-
like forms, battery-lit with 
LEDs, are absolutely enchant-
ing en masse. They can be used 

SEE DecOraTing | 25

at home
Getting creative with the holiday season

hOMe OF The week

 Ideally located just a few 
blocks from two Metro sta-
tions, this solid brick town-
house	 —	 fully	 updated	 with	
three	finished	levels	—	sits	on	
a large corner lot.
 The home features a light-
filled	 living	 room	 and	 dining	
room with French doors that 
open to a tiered deck. The up-
dated kitchen opens to the din-
ing room.
	 The	 finished	 lower	 level	
includes a family room, full 
bathroom, and laundry room. 

 There are gleaming hard-
wood	 floors	 on	 two	 levels	 of	
the residence as well as crown 
moldings and replacement 
windows throughout. The 
house is located just blocks 
away from shops and restau-
rants in Old Town and Del Ray.

Leave your car at home

At a Glance:
Location: 1600 Suter St.,  
Alexandria, VA 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $564,900
Bedrooms: 2
Baths: 2 
Levels: 3

Built: 1945
Contact: Christine Garner,  
of Weichert, Realtors Old Town,  
at 703-587-4855

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe Follow Us
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

 European Country Living � 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   TEL (703) 778-4172   OnLinE ShopECL.com

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIAL

photoS/weichert, reaLtorS
(Above) The fenced yard features a manicured 
lawn, patio and deck. (Right) This lovely light-filled 
townhouse sits on a large corner lot.
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indoors or out. Grandin Road’s 
outdoor lights include large 
shooting stars with light trails.
 In addition, there are a sur-
prising number of outdoor ac-
coutrements	—	kind	of	prop-y	
objects that you might see in 
retail displays, such as stacks 
of colorful presents. Grandin 
Road’s range up to 20 1/2 inch-
es square by 24 inches tall, and 
these “artisan gift packages” 
are crafted from hand-painted, 
stressed wood with aged tin 
bows. 
 At Neiman Marcus, there’s 
a big sleigh that looks like 
molded iron, which is actu-
ally a synthetic mix. There are 
reindeer and nearly life-sized 
figures,	 including	 a	 bronze-
like Santa (58 1/2 inches) and a 
3-foot-tall angel and nutcrack-
er. The idea is to decorate the 
front stoop, veranda or steps as 
you might with pumpkins for 
Halloween, creating ambience 
before you step inside.
 Artisan-made decorations 
in felt, needlepoint or fabrics 
that are appliqued, stenciled or 
beaded seem to be even more 
plentiful this year. They add 
warmth and a soft touch. 
 Perhaps drawing on that 
softness, you’ll see plenty of 
critters	—	owls	and	other	fuzzy	
animals as ornaments or motifs 
on pillows. And reindeer are 
having a bigger moment than 
usual. The silhouette can be 
part of a mantel or table decor; 
and antlered deer heads create 
a nice anchor for wreaths. The 
most over-the-top example is 
one 7-inch-tall reindeer stud-
ded with thousands of bronze, 
silver and gold Swarovski 
crystals; it’s available at Front-
gate for $4,695.
 If you’re taking the time 
and making the effort to deco-
rate, you’d best be entertain-
ing. One of the most fun ideas 
is West Elm’s party in a box, 
offered in white with silver and 
gold or in bold colors. Includ-
ed are statement decorations, 
champagne coupes, a cocktail 
shaker and even confetti.
 Happy New Year signs may 

not be the only messages you 
see. The trend of vintage il-
luminated marquee letters has 
been translated for the season. 
 Restoration Hardware 
jumped on it with PEACE, 
JOY and LOVE words that 
stand just over 13 inches tall 
(they start at $149). There also 
are green topiary-style letters 
that spell out NOEL. At Pot-
tery Barn, there’s 3-foot scale 
wall art in iron with bronze 
finish	 that	spells	LOVE	in	 the	
style	of	the	first	LOVE	postage	
stamp in 1973. Also, there’s 
your choice of real moss let-
ters, available for $79 each. 
Just spritz to keep fresh.
  Script also is popular on 
pillows, with sentiments such 
as “All is bright” (that looks 
like it has been written on a 
blackboard). Or “jingle,” in 
Old English-style message in 
red on jute, with a few bells at-
tached for fun (both at Pottery 
Barn). 
 If your wall space is lim-
ited (or if you’re looking for 
a more intriguing way to dis-
play decor), consider hanging 
something from the ceiling. 
The most dramatic suspension: 
a tree from Grandin Road (it 
also can be placed upside down 
in a stand). At CB2, a wreath 
converts to a chandelier, with 
lights, ornaments and greenery 

laced through.
 Of course, garlands on 
mantels, doorways and stairs 
in a range of decorated greens 
are a standard, but how about 
changing it up with a glittery 
ball or felt garlands?
 Dress-ups like festooning 
the backs of chairs have gradu-
ated	from	DIY	fare	to	magnifi-
cent ready-made fabric wraps 
and adornments at Grandin 
Road. The idea of adding a bit 
of holiday spirit to chairs is es-
pecially appealing for kids. 
 PB Kids has slip-on chair 
covers in the form of Santa 
hats, heads or letter holders for 
Mr. Claus. Wreaths of any kind 
also are an easy spruce-up, ei-
ther on bare or slip-covered 
chairs.
 Seasonal themes like poin-
settias, winter berries, snow-
flakes,	 snowmen	and	 trees	are	
favorite motifs for pillows and 
bedding	—	and	changing	them	
out for the holidays spreads the 
cheer throughout the house. 
Don’t forget powder rooms 
and bathrooms; embroidered 
hand towels with traditional 
or whimsical motifs, such as 
the offbeat elf or fanciful rein-
deers of Patience Brewster, 
might even be teamed with a 
few	decorations	—	garlands	or	
small ornaments hanging from 
a mirror.
	 Anything	 reflective	 adds	
welcome sheen to the decor. 
That’s why metallic accents 
in gold, silver and copper are 
huge, as well as mercury glass 
(votive holders, bowls) and 
anything glittery, such as se-
quins and beads. 
 One of the most mesmer-
izing objects of the season is 
what’s described as a 1920s 
French glass cloche, available 
in several sizes (up to 30 inches 
tall) at Restoration Hardware. 
They’re shown in the catalog 
and	 online	 filled	 with	 “starry	
string lights,” teeny lights in 
amber on copper wire or dia-
mond with silver wire, bundled 
up in a tangled web, looking as 
if	 thousands	of	miniature	fire-
flies	were	captured	within.	Ut-
terly beguiling.

SEE DecOraTing | 29

Leave your car at home

photo/oLive & cocoa
The scarlet hue is as much an 
attention grabber as the unusual 
floppy felt shapes of these trees. 
Composed of hand-cut leaves 
with pinked edges, the trio 
stands from 14 to 25 inches tall. 
The set of three are available 
from Olive & Cocoa for $198.

DecOraTing 
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Our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

 It’s been a while since we sang city council’s 
praises	—	 it’s	been	a	 tumultuous	couple	of	months	
—	but	our	elected	leaders	made	a	commendable	deci-
sion last week.
 Though facing expectations of yet another tough 
economic cycle, city councilors rightly set aside the 
option	of	 raising	 real	 estate	 taxes	 as	officials	 begin	
crafting next year’s budget. 
 If you missed it, you’re to be forgiven. It came at 
the tail end of a quiet city council meeting mere days 
before Thanksgiving. Those who sat through the dis-
cussion of a new parking payment smartphone app, 
various resident board appointments and a detailed 
—	 if	 tedious	—	 examination	 of	 the	 city’s	 finances	
were rewarded with seeing city councilors effectively 
pledge not to hike homeowners’ taxes anytime soon.
 Let’s not get too excited, though. They still left 
City	Manager	Rashad	Young	with	 the	 flexibility	 to	
tweak other taxes and fees as he creates his proposed 
financial	roadmap	for	fiscal	2015.	
 But after this year’s stunning 4-cent real estate 
tax hike, which added about $315 onto the average 
property owner’s annual bill, the move certainly is 
welcome. 
	 One	difficult	 decision,	 though,	 sets	 the	 stage	 for	
many more to come. As City Councilor Tim Lovain 
noted, nixing a major potential source of revenue will 
mean tough tradeoffs elsewhere. 
 It’s too early to know where in the city’s mul-
timillion-dollar budget these tradeoffs will pop up, 
but we imagine they will hit all of us in different 
ways. We must be prepared for cuts to causes near 
and dear to us.
 And we must be willing to accept them.
 This is easier said than done, of course. Even with 
the most recent tax hike, we witnessed hard-fought 
battles to save a community pool and restore library 
funding during the last budget cycle. 
 Such battles occur every year, with every new 
budget proposal. Given city council’s decree, we ex-
pect debates to be even more contentious this time. 
 For this next go-around, though, we hope all par-
ticipants remember the greater good behind the little 
evils: sparing hard-hit residents from dipping even 
deeper into their bank accounts. 
 Don’t get us wrong. We encourage every resident 
to	weigh	in	on	the	budget	and	trumpet	—	or	defend	
—	the	causes	they	support.	But	let	there	be	no	criti-
cisms of a cold-hearted, callous and uncaring city 
council as it trims, cuts or slashes areas of the budget.
 City councilors showed they cared last week.

To the editor:
 More than any other time 
of year, this is the season when 
we	 reflect	 on	 what	 we	 have	
and what matters most to us: 
our loved ones, our neighbors 
and our community. It also is 
a time that inspires us to give 
to those in need and support 
worthy charitable causes. 
 Alexandria has been rec-
ognized as one of the most 
charitable communities online 
the past few years. This im-
portant distinction says much 
about the caring and concern 
that we show for others
 This year, in particular, is 
an especially important time 
to give. The need is great and 
growing. The charitable-giv-
ing climate is changing, and 
the threat is urgent. 
 Charitable-giving incen-
tives are in jeopardy. Law-
makers in Washington are 
considering harmful limits to 
the charitable tax deduction. 
 Any limits to this deduc-
tion will unleash serious 

consequences in our commu-
nities. When you take away 
incentives to give, donations 
decline and people who rely 
on the programs and services 
provided	 by	 nonprofits	 suffer	
the most. 
 Charities also are strug-
gling more than ever. The belt-
tightening that started with the 
recession was exacerbated by 
the sequester and federal gov-
ernment shutdown. 
	 Nonprofits	 are	 finding	 it	
harder and harder to provide 
services because the need 
is growing while funding is 
shrinking.	 The	 Nonprofit	 Fi-
nance Fund reports that most 
nonprofits	have	seen	a	higher	
demand for services since 
2008. The trend has grown in 
recent years and is expected to 
continue through this year. 
 Alexandria faces tough 
challenges. With the free- and 
reduced-lunch rate in our pub-
lic schools approaching 60 
percent, it’s clear that many 
youth and their families are in 

need of support from others in 
the	community	—	they	simply	
can’t do it alone.
 So, what to do? With the 
right planning, donors can 
make the most of this year’s 
giving season:
•	 Giving	 represents	 a	 win-
win for the donor and the ben-
eficiary.	The	stock	markets	are	
way up this year: S&P 500 is 
up more than 25 percent, the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
is up more than 22 percent 
and Nasdaq is up more than 
30 percent based on recent 
figures.	 So	 the	 time	 is	 now	
for gifting appreciated stock 
shares (rather than cash) to 
charities. The reason? Gifts 
of appreciated securities cost 
donors	 less	 and	 benefit	 their	
charity more than if the donor 
first	 sold	 the	 stock,	 paid	 the	
capital gains taxes on the sale 
and then donated the remain-
ing proceeds to the charity. 
The donor receives a greater 

The season of giving back 

SEE giving | 27

Tough choices for tough times
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tax deduction by giving the 
stock directly to the charity 
and avoids paying capital 
gains taxes.
•	 What	 if	 you	 want	 to	
give but aren’t sure to what 
cause? Open a donor ad-
vised fund by depositing se-
curities or cash, receive an 
immediate tax deduction, 
and decide where you want 
to give as you come across 
nonprofits	you	support.
 These approaches cer-
tainly encourage giving and 
help maximize your gift, 
but it’s not really about the 
donor. To be clear, the gen-
erosity of donors is vital to 
the success and survival of 
charitable organizations in 
our community. 
 It’s really more about 
what the donors’ dollars do 

to help families and com-
munities in need: educating 
our young people, creating 
job opportunities, improv-
ing our health and enriching 
our lives through cultural 
activities.
 For centuries, giving 
back has been woven into 
the fabric of our society. 
We give because it’s the 
right thing to do. We do it 
out of compassion for the 
most vulnerable and a com-
mitment to building a stron-
ger community. Regardless 
of our station in life, we are 
fortunate to have a variety 
of ways to donate our time 
and money for the causes 
we care about.  
 That’s the true value of 
giving. 
 

- John Porter, 
Executive director,  

ACT for Alexandria

To the editor:
 Holy smokes! Our city 
councilors forgot that we, 
the people, are their bosses.
  Can you believe it? After 
all those residents packed 
the city council’s cham-
ber	 last	 month	 —	 urging	
them to cool their jets and 
forgo using our tax dollars 
to seize property belonging 
to a venerable, community-
minded	 boat	 club	 —	 they	
made sure we knew who’s 
boss. Apparently, they re-
gard their election akin to 
a coronation, making them 
rulers and the rest of us 
their vassals. 
 What’s gotten into these 
people?
  Clearly, the waterfront 
imbroglio has affected their 
judgment. Instead of heed-
ing the people, they voted 
to issue an ultimatum to the 
boat club: 90 days to capit-
ulate or City Hall will seize 
its property. If this isn’t jus-
tification	 for	 wards,	 which	
would let neighbors elect 
someone who lives and 

cares about the neighbor-
hood in which they reside, 
then I can’t think of a better 
example.
  To compel candidates 
to reside in the community 
they represent, and to re-
quire them to persuade their 
neighbors that they will 
promote their interests and 
be accountable to them, we 
must elect council members 
by wards. And to ensure 
they don’t believe their 
council seat is a birthright, 
add term limits too.
  Otherwise, we’ll keep 
getting what we have now: 
a polite but dismissive may-
or acting like a would-be 
potentate	and	—	save	Vice	
Mayor Allison Silberberg 
—	 city	 councilors	 acting	
as his groupthink suppli-
cants. If they continue to 
act as our rulers instead of 
our representatives, then we 
should recall them.

- Jim Roberts
Alexandria

City council needs to wake 
up and smell the coffee

giving 
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Move Along
with Jonathan Krall

 Can our public decision-
making process function 
when a few of the people 
leading that process do not 
act in good faith? 
 City residents 
are debating the 
merits of adding 
bike lanes to King 
Street, just west of 
the Metro station. 
Proponents tout 
safety and access to 
transit, while many 
nearby residents de-
cry the loss of parking spaces. 
This debate came to a head at 
the	November	25	 traffic	 and	
parking board meeting. 
 However, instead of 
evaluating the compromise 
proposal presented by city 
staff and carefully consider-
ing public comments, board 
members were clearly dis-
missive of the plan and its 
supporters. According to 
James Durham, vice chair of 
the Alexandria Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Com-
mittee, the hearing was a dis-
grace.
 At issue are 27 largely 
unused parking spaces slated 
for removal to make room for 
bike lanes. Originally, city 
staff proposed eliminating 
37 spaces, noting that only 
three spaces were used, on 
average, and that all affected 
houses have off-street park-
ing. 
	 At	the	first	public	meeting,	
on September 18, it was clear 
that this street is considered 
unsafe by almost everybody. 
Street parking goes unused 
because residents worry ag-
gressive drivers will damage 
their parked cars. 
 After the September 
meeting and an informal con-
sultation with members of the 
traffic	and	parking	board,	city	
staff decided to work on a 
compromise proposal. In the 
reworked plan, 10 of the 37 

spaces are retained and three 
spaces are added on adjacent 
streets.
 At the November 25 
meeting, 38 people spoke in 

favor of the pro-
posal. Most of 
these were local 
cyclists, but others 
spoke up as well. 
Bike-lane sup-
porters included a 
representative of 
the environmental 
policy commission 

and, via letter, the parks and 
recreation commission as 
well as the chairman of the 
transportation commission. 
A teacher at T.C. Williams 
spoke on behalf of his stu-
dents, and a member of the 
Coalition for Smarter Growth 
spoke on behalf of the group, 
which includes two residents 
of the affected area. 
 On the other side, 18 in-
dividuals spoke out against 
adding bike lanes, citing safe-
ty concerns and doubting the 
effectiveness of the proposal. 
Others mentioned the need to 
keep the usually empty park-
ing available for visitors.
 During the hearing, mem-
bers	of	the	traffic	and	parking	
board displayed almost no 
interest in the public com-
ments, asking few questions. 
But in a question directed at 
Jerry King, chairman of the 
bicycle and pedestrian com-
mittee, they characterized 
bike-lane supporters as want-
ing bike lanes or nothing. In 
fact, no one at the hearing 
took such a position. 
 When the leader of Tan-
dem Tuesdays spoke of her 
weekly bike rides that pair 
pilots with people with sight 
impairments on tandem bi-
cycles,	 the	 traffic	 and	 park-
ing board showed no interest 
in her community-building 
work or her safety concerns. 
Rather than ask Washington 

Area Bicyclist Association 
representative Gregory Bill-
ing about the 3,100 asso-
ciation participants and sup-
porters in Alexandria, board 
members rudely asked if he 
was a city resident. 
	 In	the	end,	the	traffic	and	
parking board recommended 
that city staff implement pe-
destrian improvements (but 
no bicycling improvements), 
retain all parking and come 
back later with a proposal 
that has common ground and 
meat. 
 Board members at no time 
acknowledged that the pro-
posal was already a compro-
mise.
 The reality is that Alexan-
dria is working to add trans-
portation capacity by improv-
ing access to transit and by 
developing three new transit 
corridors. If successful, tran-
sit will enable many residents 
to	 bypass	 traffic	 and	 avoid	
the struggle of searching for 
parking. 
 Mayor Bill Euille, who 
was recently quoted in the 
press regarding Capital Bike-
share, said it best: “We don’t 
want people driving their cars 
and parking, we want people 
to be using bicycles and 
walking.”
 However, achieving this 
vision is no easy task. At a 
time when City Hall is work-
ing to improve the public 
process through the What’s 
Next Alexandria initiative, 
we need our boards to be rel-
evant as well as responsive 
to residents and the vision of 
the city council. Based on the 
traffic	 and	 parking	 board’s	
performance November 25, it 
is none of these. 

 The writer is a member  
of the Alexandria Bicycle 

and Pedestrian  
Advisory Committee.

Traffic and parking board went down the wrong path

Jonathan Krall
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n June 1963, the city’s 
planning and urban re-
newal department is-

sued a report documenting 
the need for vast commu-
nity facilities, particularly 
in the West End.
 The report documented 
the explosive growth in the 
city in the late 1950s and 
early ’60s, fueled by an 
expanding federal govern-
ment (and an increasing 
workforce), the movement 
of young families from 
urban centers to subur-
ban communities and the 
construction of highways 
in formerly rural areas. 
The central premise of the 
proposal was that the city 
needed to take swift and de-
cisive	 action	—	within	 three	 years	—	 to	
acquire enough land for schools, parks and 
government facilities to serve a projected 
population of 165,000.
  A little more than a decade earlier, in 
1952,	 officials	 nearly	 doubled	 the	 city’s	
size by annexing more than 4,800 acres 
west of Quaker Lane from Fairfax County. 
Although the annexation was spurred by 
hopes of fostering new growth and develop-
ment	opportunities	—	as	well	as	increased	
tax	 revenues	 —	 the	 West	 End	 remained	
dotted with large forested areas, farms and 
open spaces in 1955. As an example, of the 
2,935	birth	certificates	recorded	in	the	city	
that year, only 77 infants were from Alex-
andria’s new western areas.  
 But within a decade, residential, com-
mercial and industrial development would 
begin to transform the western wilderness 

into a series of high-density 
suburban corridors.
  The two photographs 
selected for the document’s 
cover, seen here, demon-
strated the massive transi-
tion at the intersection of 
Seminary Road and Shirley 
Highway, now Interstate 
395, within a three-year pe-
riod. In 1960, large country 
homes and woodlands still 
surrounded the interchange 
—	 built	 at	 this	 location	 in	
the early 1940s.
  Three years later, huge 
high-rise apartments re-
placed the landed estates. 
Southern Towers is visible 
at the lower-right side and a 
shopping center under con-
struction can be seen to the 

left. The future site of the Mark Center 
complex and Alexandria Hilton hotel is 
the virgin forest to the upper right.  
 Yet even the new plan could not proj-
ect the increasing complexities involved 
with this automobile-centric development 
process. Within a decade, development at 
this intersection would become so intense 
that it would be reconstructed to three 
levels, with Seminary Road passing well 
above the weaving motorists entering and 
exiting the highway. 
	 Today,	with	higher	traffic	levels	antici-
pated because of the presence of Wash-
ington Headquarters Services, plans are 
underway to modify the interchange once 
again.

Out of the Attic is provided by the  
Office of Historic Alexandria.

OuT OF The aTTic
From rural to urban: the West End’s 

rapid transformation

I

weekly Poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Will you shop local on Black Friday?

A.  Yes.

B. No. 

14%  Yes. I love to shop local. 

18% No. The big retailers have better deals.

68% I’m sleeping in. 

This Week  
Was city council’s decision not to raise real 
estate taxes next year the right one?

38 votes

FrOM The weB

Phil Cefaratti writes:
Here are a few of the key questions 
in this process: 1) Who is negotiating 
for the city? 2) What is the basis for 
determining the value of the parking 
lot? 3) Is the city prepared to go to 
court when the Old Dominion Boat 
Club	files	suit	(in	 the	event	 it	moves	
on to a claim by eminent domain)? 4) 
Is the city calculating those potential 
cost-savings into a market price offer 
pre-claim?
 Clearly, there are more issues than 
those that I’ve outlined above, but I 
wonder about the level of diligence 
(and the source of any such diligence) 
the city is performing.
 The city appears to have a bull 
rush mentality, and that is of great 
concern. Take heed city council, this 
will be your eternal legacy.

Jerome C. Gray writes:
Adrienne Washington, keep your eyes 
on the prize and do not give up. I have 
been in your shoes many times. We 
cannot give up. I know it is hard deal-
ing with some people and the gov-
ernment, but you have to stand fast. 
Remember God is on your side. Our 
history must be saved!

In response to 
“Negotiations for 
boat club property to 
continue,” November 21:

In response to 
“A historic debate,” 
November 21:
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A.  Yes.

B. No. 

PERSONAL CHEF
W/ 2 Star recommendation
Parties- Holidays-Meal prep

703.402.3929 Louis

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

A Christmas Carol           12/5 - 12/22

Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly Victorian humbug, 
travels with ghostly guides through Christmas 
past, present, and future to find the true meaning 
of the holidays. Complete with special effects, 
Victorian carols, and Tiny Tim, A Christmas Carol is 
a must for the entire family.

extravaganza, “Gypsy,” one 
of the greatest American 
musicals ever written, star-
ring Sherri Edelen as Mama 
Rose.
 “Holiday Follies” runs 
from December 17 to 23. “A 
Matt Conner Christmas” runs 
from December 11 to 15. For 
tickets and information, call 
703-573-SEAT or visit www.
signature-theatre.org.

A DASH OF  
SHAKESPEARE FOR THE 
TEEN IN YOUR LIFE

 Family holiday shows are 
everywhere, but where can 
you find one that’s tailor-
made for teens?
 This year the Synetic The-
ater teen ensemble is tackling 
the company’s Silent Shake-

speare version of “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” and 
it promises to be scintillating. 
In this beautifully re-imag-
ined production, local teens 
star as feuding fairies, lost 
lovers and merry mechanicals 
in a production directed by 
Alex Mills.  
 In addition to the perfor-
mances, Synetic will host a 
special night for teens after 
the final showing December 
14, when young adults can 
hang out with the cast and 
dance to a DJ onstage. And 
this Sunday, at 2 p.m., the 
theater will host a family-
oriented holiday party. Ex-
pect a visit from Santa as 
well as snacks and games in 
the company’s new space. 
 “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” runs through De-
cember 14. For tickets and 
information, call 866-811-
4111or visit www.synetic-
theater.org.

hOliDay shOws 

FROM | 19

DecOraTing 

FROM | 25

 Beyond the glittery, the 
bright and nontraditional hues 
are	 here	 to	 stay.	 Shuffling	 the	
deck with orange, hot pink, 
violet, turquoise and cobalt 
adds a jolt of fun, and the ex-
pansion of color palettes suits 
a variety of home styles. One 
of the more unusual wreaths 
is crafted with iridescent pea-
cock feathers, glittery cedar 
twigs and ornaments in apple 
green and turquoise on a bed 
of leaves, cedar and myrtle. 
It’s available at Gump’s, which 
also sells a set of similarly 
hued, small, feathered trees 

dusted with glitter.
 If you have DIY skills, a 
feathered wreath is the kind 
you might tackle yourself. Of 
course, Martha Stewart still is 
the reigning diva of stylish DIY 
holiday decorating. (Check out 
www.marthastewart.com and 
nose around for Christmas 
crafts for everything from pa-
per	snowflakes	to	star	projects,	
pinecone crafts to gingerbread 
houses, even snow globes!) 
 Another excellent source is 
Real Simple (www.realsimple.
com),	 where	 you’ll	 find,	 for	
example, details on fashion-

ing a wreath out of kumquats, 
clementines and limes, col-
orful and sweetly aromatic. 
Some ideas are really simple 
—	 filling	 apothecary	 jars,	 for	
example, with small colorful 
ornaments or red or green and 
white mints, foil-colored can-
dies, cranberries, or colored 
glass marbles.
 When all is said and done 
and you’re delighted with your 
efforts, you may want to boast 
about them on Pinterest or In-
stagram. Most of all, sit back 
and soak in every moment of 
this enchanting season.
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ACROSS
1 Like some evening gowns
7 Stammering Disney dwarf
10 Analyzes grammatically
16 90 degrees from vert.
19 “The Little Mermaid” villain
20 Cheerleading sound
21 Wake from sleep
22  Classification system for 

blood
23  They helped with reception, 

in the 1980s
26 South American cruise stop
27 Admiration
28  Largest active volcano in 

Europe
29 Intelligence
31 Fleur-de-___
33  “Diff’rent Strokes” charac-

ter, in the 1980s
34 Most of the world’s people
36 Lovers’ engagement
37  Digging, or word after “dig-

ging”
39 Diagnostic aids
41 Benders
43  They were put in drives, in 

the 1980s
47 Sheltered valley
49 Traffic sign word
52  It stretches from Maine to 

Florida
53 Fend off, as mosquitoes
55  She starred with Bea and 

Betty
56 Egg cell
57 New York’s ___ Island
61 Have a major reaction?
63 Venomous snake
66  Nobel Peace Prize winner 

Le ___ Tho
68 Barbecue remnants
69 Update, as a road atlas
70 Key ___, Fla.
73  Corner conveniences, in 

the 1980s
76 Old West vehicle
77 Buy-one-get-one-free item?

78  Cannot ___ hear (is uncon-
scious)

79 Piggy abode
81 Homer’s nice neighbor
82 Shakespeare title character
84 Give the go-ahead
86 Univ. recruiter
89 “Do no harm” org.
90 Royal fur
92  “Universal donor” blood 

type
97 Window ledge
99 Tree-hugger?
100  They got rid of snow, in the 

1980s
102 Like the designated driver
104 1990s skiing star Hermann
105  “You ___ Me” (Sam Cooke 

tune)
106 Happen
108 In large amounts
111 Audition tape
115 TiVo users may skip them
116 Gateway to the Internet
118 God, in Latin
119 Like some decals
121 Unhittable serve
122  Form of communication, in 

the 1980s
128 Letters seen on some TVs
129  “___ Rouge” (Kidman 

movie)
130 Her counterpart?
131 It suits you
132 Director Burton
133 Put a value on
134 “Even so ...”
135 Searched for truffles

DOWN
1 Hiker’s sock-clinger
2 Reagan’s was in the 1980s
3  Workplace watchdog’s 

concern
4 Works on a soundtrack
5 Privileged group
6 Went out together
7 ___ personae (cast)
8 Item fitted into a thole

9  When repeated, a ballroom 
dance

10 LaBelle and LuPone, e.g.
11 Rock concert venue
12 Legendary Irish king
13 Natural heater
14 Those, in Madrid
15 Appear that way
16 President in 1945
17 Expiration notices?
18  Something to come home 

to
24 Nighttime, poetically
25 Homes made of twigs
30 “Fine” or “liberal” followers
31  “Into each ___ some rain 

...”
32  “To Live and Die ___” 

(1985 film)
34 Inquire
35 Part of a stairway
38 Prefix meaning “vision”
40 Ballpark figs.

42 Vending machine inserts
44  Plumbing flow regulator 

(Abbr.)
45 “I knew ___ say that!”
46 Block, as a stream
47 Color of inexperience?
48 They get framed a lot
50 Delighted state?
51 Took a quick look
54  “___ and the Real Girl” 

(2007 film)
58 VCR inserts
59  “There was an old lady who 

lived in ___ ...”
60  McCullough’s “The ___ 

Birds”
62 Permit
63 Introductory Greek letters
64 Deli meat
65 Barbaric shout
67 Cello maestro Pablo
71  Foam alternative for shav-

ers
72 Assayers’ samples
74 Some survey responses
75 Throat disorder
80 Downward dog discipline
83 Make docile
85 Ripped
87 ___ chi (martial art form)
88 Middles (Abbr.)
91 Tennis great Bjorn
93 Least cool
94 “My comment was serious”
95 Work the bleachers
96 “To the ___ of the Earth”
98 Brutish sort
100 Ankle bones
101 Go head-to-head
103 One of the Trimurti
104 Expresses grief
106 “Perceptual abstraction”
107 Spherical bacteria
109 Nonplus
110 Jerry or Jerry Lee
112 Directional ending
113 Wisdom tooth, for example
114 “___ a customer”
117 Home to Vientiane
120 Palindromic male name
123 Some fraternity letters
124 “... ___ will be done ...”
125 Even, as a score
126 Prior to, in poems
127  Tom Clancy’s “___ Storm 

Rising”
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last week’s solution:

CLARENCE EMORY 
ANZENGRUBER (83),  
of Alexandria, November 28, 2013

ROBERT B. BABER SR. (89),  
of Alexandria, November 26, 2013

NELSON R. BULLOCK, of 
Alexandria, November 26, 2013 

CROZET WOOD JOHNSON (98), 
of Alexandria, November 22, 2013

CORA ELIZABETH PEELER 
LAMOND, formerly of Alexandria, 
November 25, 2013

BETTY ODEN MEADOR (82),  
of Alexandria, November 30, 2013

IVA MAE RILEY, of Alexandria, 
November 30, 2013

HARRY LOUIS SHACKELFORD 
JR. (72), of Alexandria, November 
24, 2013

CHARLES FRANCIS VACEK 
(63), of Alexandria, November 22, 
2013

RONALD A. WADE (76), of 
Alexandria, November 23, 2013

OBiTuaries

Obituary POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are charged 
through the funeral home on a per-word 
basis comparable to the space rate offered 
to nonprofit advertisers. 
Families may provide any information 
they wish about a deceased loved one, 
through all obituaries are subject to edit-
ing by the News Department. 
“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” notices 
are available through the Advertising 
Department. 
Obituaries should be submitted through 
the funeral home. Each obituary must 
include the funeral home name for veri-
fication. 
Deadlines are the Monday prior to the is-
sue date. Call 703.739.0001 for details.
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classifieds

Sign up and receive an electronic version of the Alexandria Times every week!

electronicedition@alextimes.comT O D A YE M A I L

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION                 

STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA UNION COUNTY   

 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT                             

GABRIEL MENEFEE  
AND ASSOCIATES, INC.  
v. JOHN AYCOTH 13 CVD 02675 

TO:  JOHN EDWARD AYCOTH
 
Take notice that a pleading seeking 
relief against you has been filed 
in the above  entitled action. The 
nature of the relief being sought is as 
follows:  debt collection.
 
You are required to make defense to 
such pleading not later than Janurary 
16, 2014, and upon your failure to do 
so the party seeking service against 
you will apply to the court for the 
relief sought.
 
   This, the 28th day of November, 
2013.   
 
William H. Helms
Attorney for the Plaintiff
1118 Styx Drive
Monroe, NC  28112 

Prayer

helP wanTeD

PRAYER TO MARY FOR WORK
 
Thou, O Lady of the Miracuous 
Medal, once experienced the
hardships & difficulties of acquiring 
the temporal necessities
of life. Look with compassion upon 
me now faced with the
same difficulties & assist me to find 
suitable employment. 
 
I am anxious Dear Mother, to be 
gainfully employed, in works
that will relieve my temporal needs 
without in any way endangering
the spiritual well being of my soul. 
Direct me to employment that
will enable me to fittingly provide for 
myself & my dependents. 
I am confident that Thou will heed 
my prayer.  
 
O Immaculate Mother grant my 
request. 
In return, I shall publish Thy good-
ness, so that others may know
the favor Thou enjoyest with Almighty 
God unto His greater Honor & Glory.
Amen.

Bookkeepers Needed 
Bookkeepers Needed for immediate 
Hire. Must be a minimum of 18 yrs, at-
tention to detail, strong organizational 
ability. Contact Stevenfox31@hotmail.
com with your resumes.

legal nOTice

NOTICE PURSUANT TO 
VIRGINIA CODE SECTION 

64.1-130

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant 
to section 64.1-130 of the Code of 
Virginia, 1950, as amended ( the 
Code), that it is the intention of the 
undersigned financial institution 
to pay over and deliver to the 
personal representative of the Estate 
of Stephanie W. Linard, deceased ( 
the decedent ), domiciled at the time 
of his death in Alexandria, Virginia, 
tangible personal property having a 
value of more than Fifteen Thousand 
Dollars ($ 15,000), to which the 
Decedent was entitled and which is 
in the possession of the undersigned 
financial institution at 330 N. Wash-
ington Street, Alexandria, Virginia. 
Payment and delivery is to be made 
after the lapse of thirty (30) days 
from the completion of due publica-
tion of this notice, pursuant to the 
Code, once a week for four succes-
sive weeks. No payment or delivery 
will be made if the undersigned has 
actual knowledge of the appoint-
ment within the Commonwealth of 
Virginia of a personal representative 
for the Decedent.

Wells Fargo, N.A.
Attn: Soraya Emam
330 N. Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
Tel: (703) 739-3134
Fax: (703) 836-5322

NOTICE PURSUANT TO 
VIRGINIA CODE SECTION 

64.1-130

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant 
to section 64.1-130 of the Code of 
Virginia, 1950, as amended ( the 
Code), that it is the intention of the 
undersigned financial institution to 
pay over and deliver to the personal 
representative of the Estate of ¬John 
N. Eustis, deceased ( the decedent ), 
domiciled at the time of his death in 
Easton, Maryland, tangible personal 
property having a value of more than 
Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($ 15,000), 
to which the Decedent was entitled 
and which is in the possession of 
the undersigned financial institu-
tion at 330 N. Washington Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia. Payment and 
delivery is to be made after the lapse 
of thirty (30) days from the comple-
tion of due publication of this notice, 
pursuant to the Code, once a week 
for four successive weeks. No pay-
ment or delivery will be made if the 
undersigned has actual knowledge 
of the appointment within the Com-
monwealth of Virginia of a personal 
representative for the Decedent.

Wells Fargo, N.A.
Attn: Soraya Emam
330 N. Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
Tel: (703) 739-3134
Fax: (703) 836-5322

Upholstery Cleaning
Carpet Repair
Pet Problem Experts

Quality Service Since 1977

Carpet Cleaning
Carpet Stretching

Oriental Rugs

Mold Remediation

Mike’s Carpet Cleaning
5 Rooms Only $125

35 Years Experience – Including The White House!
For More Info Call 703-978-2270

24Hour Emergency Water Damage

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

www.CaringDoc.com • 703.671.2700 • info@CaringDoc.com

We are experts at whole body / mind approach to optimal 
wellness and healing including the scientific use of 

acupuncture, nutrition, vitamins, supplements and herbs.

HolisticFamilyMedicine

Business DirecTOry

The Alexandria City School Board will 
hold a public hearing on the Combined 
Funds Budget during the regular 
meeting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 
19, 2013, in the School Board Meeting 
Room at 2000 N. Beauregard St., 
Alexandria. For more information or to 
register to speak at the public hearing, 
please contact the Clerk of the Board 
at 703-824-6614 or boardclerk@acps.
k12.va.us.

                

Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review

Old & Historic Alexandria 
District

LEGAL NOTICE  
OF A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Architec-
tural Review on WEDNESDAY, 
December 18, 2013 beginning at 7:30 
PM in Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

CASE BAR2013-0407
Request for alterations at 118 N 
Washington St.
APPLICANT: Christ Church by 
Patrick Koby

CASE BAR2013-0408
Request for alterations and signage at 
516 N Washington St.
APPLICANT: Shazalynn & Brandon 
Winfrey

CASE BAR2013-0409
Request to partially demolish & 
capsulate at 406 S Royal St.
APPLICANT: Col. James L. Oakes, 
Jr. by Roger S. Miller
 
CASE BAR2013-0410
Request to partially demolish & 
capsulate at 612 S Lee St.
APPLICANT: Dan & Sarah Lipson
 
CASE BAR2013-0411
Request for an addition & alterations 
at 612 S Lee St.
APPLICANT: Dan & Sarah Lipson
 
CASE BAR2013-0412
Request to partially demolish & 
capsulate at 411 Queen St.
APPLICANT: Morris Construction 
Company, LLC

CASE BAR2013-0412
Request for an addition & alterations 
at 411 Queen St.
APPLICANT: Morris Construction 
Company, LLC

CASE BAR2013-0423
Request to partially demolish  
at 800 S Royal St.
APPLICANT: Alan E. Rosenblatt

Other Business
• An informal work session with pub-
lic testimony regarding the proposed 
development at 220 S Union St.

Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666.



32 DECEMBER 5, 2013 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

®

®

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Donna Cramer
member, nVar Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@mcenearney.com

www.donnacramer.com

I genuinely appreciate your 
referrals! Do not hesitate 

to call me if you are 
moving out of the area as 

McEnearney Associates, Inc. 
has an extensive network 

of agents in other locations. 
We can help you find a 

REALTOR® in your next town 
or your next country.

alexandria “Beat the odds” Scholarship Program
alexandria Kiwanis Club - alexandriakiwanis.org

alexandria neighborhood Health Services, Inc. - anhsi.org
alexandria rotary Club - rotaryclubofalexandria.net

alexandria Tutoring Consortium - alexandriatutors.org
aLIVe! - alive-inc.org

arlington-alexandria Coalition for the Homeless - aachhomeless.org
Boys and Girls Club of alexandria - bgcgw.org

The Campagna Center - campagnacenter.org
Carpenter’s Shelter - carpentersshelter.org

The Child and Family network - cfnc-online.org
Community Lodgings - communitylodgings.org

Crisis Link - crisislink.org
Friends of Guest House - friendsofguesthouse.org

The Fund for alexandria’s Child - alexandriava.gov/TheFundForalexChild
Hopkins House - hopkinshouse.org

rebuilding Together alexandria - rebuildingtogetheralex.org
Scholarship Fund of alexandria - alexscholarshipfund.org

Senior Services of alexandria - seniorservicesalex.org
Stop Child abuse now (SCan) - scanva.org

The Twig, Junior auxiliary of Inova alexandria Hospital - thetwig.org
Walk to Fight Breast Cancer sponsored by the alexandria office on Women  

& Inova alexandria Hospital - alexandriava.gov/TheWalk

During this holiday season let us give thanks to all 
who provide services to those in need in the City of 

Alexandria. We are truly blessed to live in such a caring 
community with good government services, individuals 

who give their time and talents to help others, and 
organizations which supply “holiday cheer” 365 days a 

year. Below is a list of just a few of the many such  
groups that help the less fortunate among us:


