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T.C. marching band  
riding high after Sugar 
Bowl performance

By erich wagner 

 

 Years of hard work paid off 
for the T.C. Williams marching 
band as they trekked to New 
Orleans for a halftime show 
performance at the Sugar Bowl 
on January 2.
 T.C. Williams was one of 14 
high school bands to perform 
during the matchup between 
Oklahoma and Alabama — and 
the only group from Virginia. 
The trip required more than a 
year of planning, practicing 
and fundraising, said T.C. band 
director Carlos Gonzalez.
 Although the group gen-
erally takes an annual trip to 

compete with other marching 
bands, Gonzalez described 
going to the Sugar Bowl as a 
unique experience for his bud-
ding performers.
 “That essentially caused the 
kids to have an extended sea-
son; we had to keep practices 
going into December,” he said. 
“[And] then we got an entirely 
new show to learn with the mass 
band, doing the Beatles medley 
at the halftime show finale.”
 Along with the halftime 
performance, the T.C. band fin-
ished second place in a compe-
tition during their four-day trip. 
But Gonzalez said it wasn’t all 
work in New Orleans. 
 Students learned first-hand 
about the world of music in 

Planning commission 
cautiously approves 
Carr’s project

By derrick perkins

 

 The first major project en-
visioned by the controversial 
waterfront redevelopment plan 
cleared its first hurdle Tuesday 
night, receiving the planning 
commission’s approval — but 
with a few caveats.
 Designed by Carr City 
Centers — better known as 
Carr Hospitality, the Wash-
ington-based company be-
hind the renovation of the 
Willard Hotel — the proposal 
would see a 120-room bou-
tique hotel rise up five stories 
in the 200 block of S. Union 
St. Though city leaders have 

long targeted the block for re-
development, planning com-
missioners gave Carr’s latest 
proposal a lukewarm recep-
tion. 
 “I think it’s crucial that 
that building have everything 
to do with pride [for] the wa-
terfront,” said commissioner 
Mary Lyman. “It needs some-
thing more. It’s not there yet.”
 Carr’s design put the plan-
ning commission, which pre-
dominately voted in favor of 
the waterfront plan, in a tough 
spot. The project was in the 
works long before officials 
approved the redevelopment 
roadmap, which explicitly 
calls for at least two 150-
room hotels on the Potomac 
shoreline. 
 But questions about the 
hotel’s size and architecture 
remain. At least one member 
of the commission, Stew-
art Dunn, unsuccessfully 
pushed for deferring the 

proposal until the developer 
came back with a blueprint 
containing 10 fewer rooms. 
 That Carr’s architects have 
received differing design sug-
gestions from city staff, resi-
dents and various boards has 
complicated matters, accord-
ing to Ken Wire of McGuire-
Woods, which represents the 
company.
 “We need someone to 
make a decision,” he said. 
“At some point, we need an 
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The sweetest 
experience

Waterfront hotel forges ahead

M e m b e r

640 Franklin Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-289-5950

Grand Opening  Celebration!
Open a “Grand Opening” Money Market Account between $2,500 to 
$250,000 in new money with John Marshall Bank and earn a special rate.

(See our ad on page 5)

image/City of alexandria
Though discussed for years, Carr City Centers’ plan to transform a portion of the 200 block of S. Union 
St. into a boutique hotel began the formal approval process Tuesday. 

photo/paul taylor
T.C. Williams marching band members pose after practice at the 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New Orleans ahead of their perfor-
mance during the Sugar Bowl halftime show January 2.

this has 
to set the 

stage for what will 
follow. ... we got to 
get it right.”

 - eric wagner 
planning commissioner
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

Old TOwn

$1,369,000
One of Old Town’s most signifi-
cant 18th century reproductions 
which boasts 4/5 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths and 4 fireplaces. Lo-
cated in the desirable Southeast 
Quadrant with an elegant court-
yard entry. Generous room sizes 
with high ceilings, exquisite 
mouldings and woodwork with 
antique random-width wood 
floors on 2 levels. Formal liv-
ing room and dining room with 
gourmet eat-in kitchen. Four 
upper level bedrooms including 

2 Master suites, (or family room if desired), with fireplaces 
and a huge walk-in closet. Lower level with private entry 
features brick floors, a living/dining area, fireplace, bed-
room, full bath and kitchenette....ideal for guests.   

JeffersOn Park

Spacious 4/5 bedroom, 3.55 bath brick colonial with 4 
fireplaces and a fabulous heated pool with automatic 
cover. Wonderful Great Room, 4 upper level bedrooms 
including a large Master Suite with balcony and fireplace. 
Off street parking & huge side porch.

$1,065,000

Belle Haven

$1,799,000 

Fabulous 6 bedroom (all upper) , 3.55 bath Center Hall Co-
lonial with 5 fireplaces, 4 finished levels and an attached 2 
car garage. Many recent updates inside and out including a 
gorgeous new Master bath. 

Old TOwn - renTal 

Terrific 1 bedroom, 
1 bath flat with OFF 
STReeT paRkinG 
just off king St. in 
the St. George Gal-
lery between Sug-
arhouse and Bitter-
sweet. Located on 
the 3rd floor with 
tall ceilings and win-
dows, wood floors, 
updated kitchen and 
bath. Full of historic 
charm with aLL 
utilites and 1 off 
street parking space 
included. Blocks to 
MeTRO.

$2,100 per month

BraddOck HeigHTs

enjoy 1 level living in this charming updated 3 bedroom, 
1 bath stone home situated on a large corner lot. Living 
room with fireplace and dining room with large picture 
windows. newly updated kitchen with granite counters, 
SS appliances and cherry cabinets. Fabulous yard with ir-
rigation system, large shed, patio, fireplace and koi pond. 
Replacement windows, new roof and extra storage in the 
attic with pds. Convenient to Fairlington, Old Town and 
Del Ray.

$535,000

under contract

under contract

Old TOwn

$564,900

pRiMe LOCaTiOn just a few blocks from 2 MeTRO 
stations, shops and restaurants in Old Town. Updated 2 
bedroom, 2 bath end townhouse with 3 finished levels. 
Light filled living room and dining room that is open to 
the kitchen. French doors step out to a tiered deck and 
large fenced yard with patio and alley access. Hardwood 
floors on 2 levels, crown mouldings and double pane re-
placement windows throughout. 
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the weekly BrieFing

‘Courtney’ finds her man 
with help from social 
media

By erich wagner

 

 One Alexandria woman 
spent New Year’s Eve trying to 
right a wrong in the Port City. 
But it wasn’t related to the 
waterfront plan, bike lanes or 
tennis courts: She neglected to 
give a guy her phone number.
 “Courtney,” who eventual-
ly set up a temporary Twitter 
account — @OldTownCourt-
ney — taped up dozens of 

posters along King Street in 
an attempt to find Ben, a man 
with whom she chatted at The 
Light Horse in Old Town on 
December 23.
 Per her Twitter account, 
Courtney had met Ben at the 
bar and was quite taken with 
him, but she “chickened out” 
and left with her friends. Re-
gretting the decision, Court-
ney did what any sensible 
hopeless romantic would do: 
canvass the area.
 And it may have paid off: 
Courtney reported on Twit-
ter on January 2 that Ben had 

gotten in touch with her. In 
the meantime, her saga had 
gone viral, with a #FindBen 
hashtag trending on the social 
media site.
 But we may never know 
if it all works out. With her 
quest complete, Courtney 
quickly withdrew from the 
public eye.
 “I found Ben!” she wrote 
before deleting her Twitter 
account. “To respect Ben’s 
privacy, I won’t be taking any 
more interviews. Thank you 
to everyone for the support in 
my quest to #FindBen!!!”

State agency created 
to seize control of 
struggling schools

By erich wagner

 

 Delegate Rob Krupicka 
(D-45) said that he — like 
other Democratic legislators 
— will fight the controver-
sial Opportunity Educational 
Institution, a newly formed 
state agency tasked with tak-
ing over failing schools.
 While a delegate is intro-
ducing legislation repealing 
the state institution, which 
passed through the General 
Assembly last year, Krupic-
ka said it’s unlikely to gain 
steam. Legislators want to 
see how a constitutional chal-
lenge by the Norfolk City 
School Board against the 
agency plays out before try-

ing to make any changes to 
the law, he said.
 “We want to let the court 
case work itself out, and then 
we’ll have an idea about what 
kind of legislative changes we 
need to make,” Krupicka said. 
“It’s very difficult, and people 
are very reluctant to make 
changes while a court case is 
pending.”
 In the meantime, Krupicka 
said he and other state repre-
sentatives hope to slow the 
implementation of the Op-
portunity Educational Institu-
tion, which threatens to take 
over Alexandria’s embattled 
Jefferson-Houston School, by 
cutting off its funding.
 Gov. Bob McDonnell’s fi-
nal proposed budget allocates 
$600,000 to the fledgling agen-
cy for the coming fiscal year.
 “We need to get that 

$600,000 out of the budget,” 
Krupicka said. “The secretary 
of education has essential con-
trol over implementation, but 
we should be able to manage 
any adverse impacts on Alex-
andria, and addressing the bud-
get issue helps us with that.”

A holiday quest for the one 
that got away in Old Town

Krupicka wants funding removed for 
Opportunity Educational Institution

file photo
Jefferson-Houston School is 
poised for a state takeover, but 
local legislators hope to defund 
the Opportunity Educational 
Institution.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates effective 1/1/2014 and subject to change. Other rates and terms apply. Rates include ½% discount
for checking bundle and automatic payment.125% of the purchase price, MSRP, or NADA retail value, whichever is lower. Most local area
residents can bank with us. See cofcu.org for full details.  Federally Insured by NCUA.  

Apply online at cofcu.org
or call (703) 823-5211

1.74 %
APR*

New & used auto loan rates
up to 60 months as low as

Start The New Year
With A New Car

125%
Get up to

financing!

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

OLD TOWN                 New Listing

~ Renovated Kitchen & Baths~ 
Two Fireplaces & Parking $729,900

~ New Home for 2014 ~
917 SoutH Lee Street

www.diannhicks.com
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criMepolice Beat
The following incidents occurred between  
January 1 and January 8.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in 
Virginia. The Alexandria Police Department is not required to supply 
the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

19   AssAults

3  Vehicle
thefts

1 AssAult with A 
DeADly weApon 

3 BreAking & 
enterings

22 thefts3 Drug 
crimes

Source: crimereports.com

1 seXuAl 
offense2 roBBeries

Former T.C. teacher gets one-year  
sentence for inappropriate behavior

Hunt is on for West End bank robber

 The former T.C. Williams 
teacher who admitted to mak-
ing sexual advances toward 
several female students was 
sentenced to one year in pris-
on January 2.
 Steven Miarer, 38, plead-
ed guilty October 31 to two 
counts of taking indecent 
liberties with juveniles. Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
removed Miarer from his po-
sition when the allegations 
became public in June, but 
he was already set to resign 
at the end of the school year. 
As such, his termination was 

immediate.
 Prosecutors said in a 
statement that Miarer admit-
ted to having unlawful physi-
cal contact with at least two 
of his students while working 
at the school.
 Circuit Judge Nolan 
Dawkins gave Miarer one 
year in prison — with nine 
years suspended with good 
behavior — and five years of 
probation. The former teach-
er must avoid contact with 
the victims as avoid unsuper-
vised contact with children 
other than his own. Miarer 

also will register as a sex of-
fender.
 Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Cathryn Evans, who 
prosecuted the case, said that 
she was pleased with the sen-
tencing.
 “The judge’s just sen-
tence, which represented an 
upward departure from the 
applicable advisory sentenc-
ing guidelines, was appro-
priate because the defendant 
used his position as a teacher 
to sexually exploit several 
students,” she said in a state-
ment.

 Alexandria police are 
investigating a Friday after-
noon bank robbery at a West 
End branch of PNC Bank.
 Police spokeswoman 
Ashley Hildebrandt said that 
around 2:15 p.m. a man like-
ly between the ages of 25 and 
35 entered the 4513 Duke St. 

bank and demanded money 
from a teller. The employee 
complied and the suspect fled 
with an undisclosed amount 
of cash.
 Hildebrandt said that the 
suspect did not brandish or 
imply that he had a weapon 
during the robbery. He is de-

scribed as a white man with a 
thin build between 5-foot-10 
and 6-foot.
 No one was injured, offi-
cials said.

- Erich Wagner

Dog & puppy  
aDoptions 
Saturday, Jan. 11  
3:30-6pm

Daycare � Sleepovers � Grooming
Organic Food, Chemical Free, Large Indoor/Outdoor Facility 

Now featuring  
Dog Obedience 

Training &  
Puppy Classes

4748 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA • 703.751.DOGZ • www.wholedogz.com

703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s
Pet of the Week is sponsored by

Diann Hicks.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ The Year of the Cat ~
Could 2014 be your year? Is your New Year’s Resolution to 
adopt?  Aiden is here to say that we have many wonderful 
Shelter cats waiting to live at your home.
 Consider a weekend visit to Eisenhower Ave.  You’ll be 
delighted to see all of our very happy pets-in-waiting.  And, 
one of them may be yours!

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA ANIMAL SHELTER  
IS LOCATED AT 4101 EISENHOWER AVE 
703-746-4774 | WWW.ALEXANDRIAANIMALS.ORg

~ THANk YOu~
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Experience Banking  
on a First Name Basis

640 Franklin Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-289-5950

JohnMarshallBank.com

You know us. We know you. Our team of Erik, Charlie, Ted and Pam has been 

serving the personal and business banking needs of Alexandrians for generations. 

Being friendly and helpful is natural for this dynamic foursome. Stop by our new 

branch and let us show you why so many others have made John Marshall Bank 

their bank. We make banking fun.   

Alexandria Branch Grand Opening!

*APY is annual percentage yield. APY is quoted 
with an average daily balance of $2,500 or more as 

of November 18, 2013 and is subject to change at 
any time after April 30, 2014. If the average daily 

balance falls below $2,500, APY will be .50%. The 
APY of 1.0% applies only to balances of $2,500 or 

more up to a maximum of $250,000. The APY on 
balances of more than $250,000 will be .50%. Fees 

may reduce earnings on this account. Withdrawals of 
more than six (6) per month are subject to a $10.00 
excess transaction fee. If the average daily balance 

in the related checking or interest checking account 
opened with this account falls below $1,000, we 

reserve the right to convert this account to a regular 
John Marshall Bank Money Market Account. This is a 
limited time offer and the availability of this account 

may be withdrawn at any time without notice.

APY*

For more details or to 
open an account, call  

or stop by today!

ACT NOW!
Open a “Grand Opening” 

Money Market Account 
between $2,500 to 

$250,000 in new money 
with John Marshall Bank 

and earn up to

To qualify for this special 
rate simply open a new 
John Marshall Checking 

or Interest Checking 
Account with $1,000  

or more.

M e m b e r
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City looks for charter 
change, transit dollars 
from General Assembly

By erich wagner

 

 The annual General Assem-
bly session kicked off Wednes-
day, and city officials hope to 
get their fair share of state fund-
ing.
 Alexandria’s legislative 
packet, approved last month, 
contains a wish list of projects 
and policy measures, including 
a city charter change, money 
for public transportation and the 

expansion of Medicaid.
 Delegate Rob Krupicka (D-
45) believes a few of the mea-
sures should pass without too 
much trouble. But he said oth-
ers are less likely and may rely 
on support from Gov.-elect Ter-
ry McAuliffe (D) to make it out 
of the Republican-controlled 
House of Delegates.
 Local officials want a pro-
vision removed from Alex-
andria’s charter that prohibits 
the school board from using 
city attorneys. City Councilor 
Justin Wilson said Alexandria 
City Public Schools could save 

money by using city attorneys 
to deal with issues like labor or 
contract disputes.
 “We may not move in the 
full direction that the city attor-
ney just be the full attorney for 
the school board, but this would 
at least allow them to draw on 
some of the resources in that 
office,” Wilson said. “[All] this 
does is ... gives them the ability 
and removes the prohibition.”
 Krupicka said small charter 
changes generally sail through 
the General Assembly. On the 
other hand, ensuring that the 
Port City gets needed transit 
dollars could prove an uphill 
battle.
 “I think there’s going to be 
some real fights over transpor-
tation spending,” he said. “We 
have all this new revenue, and 
there’s already some explicit 
attempts to reduce how much 
goes to [public] transit. There’s 
a real specific effort to put more 
of that money into roads and 
less into transit.”
 Another possibly conten-
tious measure is an attempt to 

restore the cost-of-competing 
formula, which provides addi-
tional dollars to Northern Vir-
ginia school systems to help 
attract teachers in the expensive 
region.
 “The way [the formula] 
is funded really shortchanges 
Northern Virginia, and every 
year legislators ask to restore it 
to the right level of expenditure 
to bring equity to that,” Krupic-
ka said. “It’s a fight every year, 
but it’s usually one that happens 
mostly on the Senate side. If it 
gets through the Senate, it prob-
ably gets fought out in [the bud-
get] conference committee.”

 And some measures, like 
restoring voting rights to con-
victed felons after they serve 
their prison sentence, are prob-
ably still a few years away from 
passing, Krupicka said.
 “I know Delegate [Charn-
iele] Herring is putting that leg-
islation back in every year, with 
a few new supporters every 
year,” he said. “It’s a very com-
monsense idea that once you’ve 
paid your debt to society, you 
should be able to vote. But 
we’re not there yet. ... And it re-
quires a constitutional amend-
ment, so we probably won’t re-
ally consider it until 2015.”

Back in session

file photo
City leaders have sent Alexandria’s state delegation back to Rich-
mond with a hefty wish list. They don’t expect much opposition to 
a charter change that would let city attorneys handle school legal 
issues, but other requests may prove more difficult to achieve. 

King’s Jewlery is remodeling the store!

For One Week Only

is having an

Inventory Reduction Sale!
Jewelry, Watches, Giftware  20% - 50% off*

Sat. Jan. 11 - Sat. Jan. 18  10a -6p  Closed Sunday
Beginning January 20th, King’s Jewelry will be CLOSED for approximately 2 weeks during an interior remodel.

703-549-0011
KingsJewelry.NET

609 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

*Discount does not apply to Rolex watches, Swiss Army watches, Repairs and our already competitively priced 
diamond engagement rings.  Discounts apply to in-stock merchandise only; not on special orders or previous sales.

King s ewelry’J

Times remodel ad.indd   1 1/7/14   6:42 PM

121 South Union Street, Alexandria, VA
703.548.1785 ~ unionstreetpublichouse.com

Join us in the Taproom this weekend for 
Premier League action.

SATURDAY
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR VS CRYSTAL PALACE AT 10AM

MANCHESTER UNITED VS SWANSEA CITY AT 12:30PM

SUNDAY
NEWCASTLE VS MANCHESTER CITY AT 9:05AM

STOKE CITY VS LIVERPOOL AT 11:10AM

Breakfast
with a side of 

Soccer
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Dear Hobie & Monk,

 My son (a senior in high 
school) is very bright, but he’s 
not doing his assignments and 
he’s failing English and his-
tory. He risks not graduating. 
He wants to go to college and 
study computer engineering, 
but I fear he’ll similarly fail to 
complete assignments and fail 
(at a very high cost). How can 
I send him to college with his 
track record?

- Worried about  
the cost of failure

Monk: As parents, we do a lot 
of hoping and expecting. We 
want the best for our kids, and 
we appreciate their strengths 
and limitations. In this case, 
your bright son is underper-
forming right when most col-
lege-bound kids are stepping 
up their games. It doesn’t make 
sense, and you’re worried about 
him and his future. 
 But there are many reasons 
that smart kids fail, and neither 
of us knows why your son is 
struggling. That’s why I encour-
age you to address this confus-
ing and distressing discrepancy 
between his ability (and educa-
tional goals) and behavior. Ask 
him and listen carefully. 

 What are his hopes and ex-
pectations? Is he concerned 
about graduating or not gradu-
ating? Does he agree that he’s 
very bright? How does he think 
and feel about failing grades? 
Does he have a plan for passing 
his classes, applying to college 
and making good grades? Is 
something else going on? 
 Although this may be a con-
versation he would like to avoid 
— and he may get defensive — 
do your best to get him talking 
(and keep listening).  
 When you have a better ap-
preciation for what’s going on 
with him, you and your son 
can discuss ways to get him on 
track and whether or not college 
makes sense. 
 But it’s ultimately up to him. 
He’s the one who’s going to col-
lege. Or not.

Hobie: One of the first things I 
always recommend when there 
appears to be a major discrep-
ancy between a student’s abili-
ties and their academic perfor-
mance is psycho-educational 
testing. Even though your son is 
a senior, it’s not too late, and it 
could be the perfect time to un-
tangle — or at least rule in or 
out — some of the factors be-
hind his struggles.  

 Make an appointment with a 
psychologist who specializes in 
testing adolescents, who likely 
will conduct testing sessions 
with your son (different from 
the tests he has taken for col-
lege applications, like the SAT 
and/or ACT) and gather a lot of 
information from him, you and 
his teachers. The results of this 
testing can be extremely useful 

in guiding your conversations 
and figuring out your next steps. 
 While Monk is right and 
there could be all sorts of rea-
sons why your son is failing 
right now — and you’ll want 
to consider all of them together 
— testing will at least provide 
you with potentially helpful 
information. And remember: 
Depending on what you learn 

about your son’s needs and 
wants, there are colleges of all 
kinds and lots of less traditional 
paths and timelines for getting 
there and getting through. Best 
of luck to you both. 

To submit questions  
to Hobie & Monk, email   

hobieandmonk@alextimes.com.

(Potential)  
failure to launch

Hobie and Monk are two Alexandria women with husbands, children, dogs, jobs, mortgages, obses-
sions with impractical shoes, English novels … and Ph.D.s in clinical psychology. Their advice, 
while fabulous, should not be construed as therapeutic within a doctor-patient context or substituted 
for the advice of readers’ personal advisors.

210 N. Lee Street ~ Alexandria ~ 703-299-0145 • www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com
M-F 10-6 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. by appointment • Online 24/7

Friday, January 10th 6:00 PM–8:00 PM
Sip on fabulous champagne and nibble on the best hors d’oeuvres, while you shop in our gorgeous 

showroom! All are welcome! • Bring your friends, family and colleagues to this amazing event!

RSVP to:Decor@TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com  
Visit our Client Design Center and receive an additional 30% off all custom orders.

Join us for our Monthly Second Friday
Grand Fête de la Maison!

Tradition with a Twist
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Make 2014 the  
year you can hear with  
Cosmetic Hearing Solutions!

424 S. Washington St., Alexandria, VA  

cosmetichearingsolutions.com     

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

Call Cosmetic Hearing Solutions today 

571-312-7345

Had difficulties hearing  
over holidays?  
Frustrated & had enough?  

Law Office of Peter C. Williams

B u s i n e s s w B a n k i n g w R e a l  E s t a t e

510 King Street, Suite 416, AlexAndriA, VA 22314

(703) 684-8813 www.pcwilliamslaw.com

 The new year is a great op-
portunity for new beginnings. 
Here are resolutions that I 
know you can keep. 

DrInK MOrE WATEr

 Are you tired, fatigued, 
dealing with headaches and 
not thinking clearly? These are 
signs of dehydration. 
 Many of us are walking 
around a little dehydrated. By 
looking at your urine color, 
you can see if you’re suffi-
ciently hydrated. Your urine 
should be a very pale yellow. 
 Start each morning with a 
6- to 8-ounce glass of water. 
Add a little squeeze of fresh 

lemon if you want. 
 It’s good to do this at every 
meal. But, for this year, just 
work on that morning glass ev-
ery day.

WOrK On BrEATHInG

 Breathing work can calm 
you down, especially in stress-
ful situations. I like Dr. Andrew 
Weil’s 4-7-8 breathing tech-
nique: Breath in for a count of 
four, hold for a count of seven 
and slowly exhale for a count 
of eight. 
 Do this four times per ses-
sion, twice a day. It’s easy and 
can be done anywhere.

STrETCH

 Have you seen a dog or cat 
wake up and stretch? Every 
morning, start with just rais-
ing your hands above your 

head and stretching backward, 
and then bend forward. Do just 
enough to feel a little stretch. 
 This is easy to do when get-
ting up in the morning. Once 
this becomes a habit, consider 
doing a sun salutation, which 
is a yoga morning ritual. There 
are many videos on YouTube 
or you can pick up a book at 
the library with instructions.

EXAMInE yOur 
FEELInGS

 Get in touch with what you 
feel and why. As soon as you 
feel anxious or angry, ask: 
What am I really upset about? 

 It may be unreasonable ex-
pectations, something that you 
have no control over or some-
thing that’s not important in the 
big scheme of things. When 
feeling anger or anxiety, tell 
yourself that these are useless 
emotions. 
 Instead, try to accept the 
situation or change it. 

BrInG JOy TO  
THE WOrLD 

 When we give joy, we gain 
joy. It takes minimal effort to 
thank someone for the little 
things they do or compliment 
them. 
 Listen to yourself: Are most 
of your conversations positive 
or negative? Turn your mind to 
positive, and your world will 
change. 
 All of these resolutions are 
ones that you can keep. If you 
miss a day, that’s fine. You are 
slowly trying to change be-
haviors. The wonderful thing 
about these resolutions is they 
eventually work together. 
 As you work on breathing, 
you become more aware of 
your feelings. As you become 
more aware of your feelings, 
you become more aware of 
others and start to spread joy. 
As you drink more water, you 
become more hydrated and 
your stretching gets better. 
You will become a happier and 
healthier person.

long liVe yoU

Resolutions to keep

By Dr. Marie Steinmetz

who cares?  
we do.

email comments,  
rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com.

Listen to 
yourself: 

Are most 
of your 
conversations 
positive or 
negative? Turn 
your mind to 
positive, and 
your world will 
change.”
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Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come 

to call the Hermitage home—the chance to 
experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities.  Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 
dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, and an 
overall feeling of caring and security that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h

Call  
703-797-3814  

to schedule  
a tour of our 
beautifully 
appointed 

apartments. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  

answer. ... We need to make 
some progress.”
 Wire got that much. Com-
missioners voted 6-0-1— 
Dunn abstained — to send the 
project along to city council. 
 But planning commis-
sioners directed Carr to again 
tweak the design, making it 
less prominent. They also 
asked Carr to share its business 
model with the city manager’s 
office, thus ensuring the com-
pany’s claims that a smaller 
hotel wouldn’t succeed are fac-
tual. 
 Residents, though, remain 
apprehensive. Of the nine 
speakers at Tuesday’s meeting, 
not one spoke in favor of the 
project. Concerns varied from 

the hotel’s size to flooding, po-
tential soil contamination and 
parking issues.
 “Since this is the first ma-
jor development within the 
waterfront plan, it’s got to be 
done right. That doesn’t seem 
to be the case [here],” said 
Townsend “Van” Van Fleet. “It 
needs to be scaled back, way 
back, to reflect a real boutique 
hotel. ... This is a historic city, 
and this building needs to re-
flect that.”
 More than one resident cit-
ed the pending sale of the Rob-
inson Terminals, the two other 
sites targeted for redevelop-
ment in the plan, as a reason to 
defer. Critics urged officials to 
hold off until those deals were 
complete, so the projects could 
go forward in conjunction with 
one another.

 While commissioners re-
jected that objection, the im-
pending sale of the Robinson 
Terminals weighed heavily on 
their minds. Several worried 
other developers were waiting 
to see how much leeway they 
could expect based on Carr’s 
trip through the city-approval 
process.

  “This has to set the stage 
for what will follow,” said 
commissioner Eric Wagner. 
“We got to get it right.”
 Along with a 120-room 
hotel, the project includes an 
underground parking garage, 
a 5,000-square-foot courtyard 
open to the public and restau-
rant. The developer also would 

contribute about $111,500 for 
affordable housing efforts, 
$675,000 for public amenities 
and $20,000 for Capital Bike-
share. 
 The hotel is expected to 
generate around $750,000 in 
taxes by its third year of opera-
tion.

MAE A. AMOS, of 
Alexandria, December 29, 
2013

JAMES ARCHER (80), of 
Alexandria, December 23, 
2013

ALAN R. BIRD, of 
Alexandria, December 29, 
2013

HARRIET LEE 
BONDAREFF (80), of 
Alexandria, January 1, 
2014

JULIA LOUISE VAN 
FLEET, of Alexandria, 
December 18, 2013

RICHARD E. GUTTING, 
JR. (70), of Alexandria, 
December 24, 2013

DAVID WESLEY 
HAYNES, formerly of 
Alexandria, December 29, 
2013

MARGARET ANN 
LEATHERLAND (86), of 
Alexandria, December 28, 
2013

HARRISON EUGENE 
MCCANDLISH (88), of 
Alexandria, December 27, 
2013

LLOYD EDWARD 
MULLENIX JR., of 
Alexandria, January 2, 
2014

THOMAS H. MURRAY 
(67), of Alexandria, 
December 25, 2013

DANIEL W. POWERS,  
of Alexandria, December 
24, 2013

EDWARD GORMAN 
PRESTON (88), formerly 
of Alexandria, December 
30, 2013

AINO ROCKLER (88), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
December 23, 2013

HARVEY B. SEIM (95), 
of Alexandria, January 2, 
2014

LINDA J. STEWARDSON, 
of Alexandria, December 
23, 2013

DEBORA MCGEE 
WESTE, of Alexandria, 
December 30, 2013

oBitUaries

hotel 

FROM | 1
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109 Belleaire Road, Alexandria, VA 22301
www.ImmanuelAlexandria.org

Classical Christian School • JK - 8 • Affordable Tuition • Extended Care Program

Open House
Thursday, January 16th
9:00 A.M.

Reservations encouraged
Call 703.549.0155 or email 
school@immanuelalexandria.org

By KAITLyn SCHALLHOrn

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS  $
Local photographer takes her show on the road

Port City Brewing Co. is venturing to new areas 

 Photographer Katie Gar-
lock and her husband beat 
their empty nest syndrome by 
packing up and moving to the 
Washington area 10 years ago. 
 From photographing for-
mer President George W. 
Bush while working at the 
Hay-Adams Hotel in the Dis-
trict to being photographed 
with President Barack Obama 
at last month’s White House 
Christmas party, Garlock de-
scribed her life since leaving 
Ohio as surreal. 
 But Garlock’s new life 
isn’t all bright lights and poli-
ticians. The grandmother of 
five traded in her Midwest 
brick-and-mortar studio for 
a portable bag of props and 
gears and spent six months 
learning everything she could 
about digital photography. 
 And with her innovative 
portable studio in tow, Gar-

lock’s new goal is promoting 
local businesses. 
 “This is where I’m sup-
posed to be,” she said. “I’m a 
photographer at heart.” 
 A few pieces of Garlock’s 
local work is on display at 
Monday’s Child, a children’s 
boutique in Old Town where 
Garlock had the idea to inter-
twine her business with that of 
the store. 
 “The gallery on the wall is 
of her clients in her clothes,” 
Garlock said, speaking of Me-
linda Lynam, owner of Mon-
day’s Child. 
 Garlock and Lynam work 
together to cross-promote 
their businesses. When par-
ents spend a certain amount 
of money in Monday’s Child, 
they can get a certificate for a 
free session of photography 
with Garlock. 
 “It benefits both of us,” 

Garlock said. “As small busi-
nesses, so often you have the 
same clientele. Either they 
pay me or her. It works out ei-
ther way.”  
 Since taking a high school 
yearbook class, Garlock has 
studied photography. In col-
lege, she fell in love with the 
“magic of the dark room” and 
continued to take classes as an 
adult through the Professional 
Photographers of America or-
ganization. 
 “There’s always so much 
to learn,” she said. “The digi-
tal transformation was mind-
blowing.” 
 In March, Garlock will 
speak at the annual con-
vention of the Professional 
Photographers of Ohio. Her 
presentation will focus on 
professionally photographing 
children on location instead of 
in a traditional studio. 

 Port City Brewing is going 
international.
 The local microbrewery 
will begin shipping its popular 
creations to Quebec — com-
plete with labels in French — 
by the time the company cel-
ebrates its third birthday later 
this month.
 But Canada won’t be the 
only new locale. Sarene Craft 
Beer Distributors, a new com-
pany specializing in small, re-
gional microbrews, will begin 
carrying Port City Brewing 
brands as well. 
 The deal will allow the 
company to make inroads in 

the Big Apple. And owner Bill 
Butcher couldn’t be more ex-
cited.
 “New York City is a big 
step for us,” Butcher said. “It’s 
a tremendous market and an 
opportunity for us to become 
further established.” 
 Before Butcher launched 
Port City Brewing Co. in 2011, 
the Washington area was with-
out a local microbrewery — 
though that’s changed since 
then with the rise of DC Brau 
and Chocolate City. 
 “There was a demand for 
a microbrewery, and the need 
was great,” said Butcher, who 

previously spent the majority 
of his career in the wine busi-
ness. 
 Port City Brewing beers are 
available in D.C., Maryland, 
New Jersey, North Carolina 
and Virginia, but Butcher said 
they’re focusing on increas-
ing their production to con-
tinue expanding the company’s 
reach.
 For those in areas already 
serving Port City Brewing 
beers, the anniversary celebra-
tion — January 31 — will fea-
ture a new creation: Colossal 
Three, a bock beer just in time 
for winter. 

Sign up and receive an electronic version 
of the Alexandria Times every week! electronicedition@alextimes.com

T O D A YE M A I L
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let’s eat
 There’s nothing quite like 
a great view paired with fine 
cuisine. Indigo Landing Res-
taurant overlooks the Potomac 
River just north of Old Town 
and serves up delicious dishes.
 The scenery from virtually 
any table is a feast for the eyes. 
The surroundings are truly 
lovely: Trees dot the river’s 
shore, boats sail past on the Po-
tomac and the Capitol shines 
on the horizon. 
 Indigo Landing also has a 
wonderful menu for lunch and 
dinner — with a wide variety 
of selections. Some of the most 
popular midday items are the 
broiled crab cake sandwich, 
served on a croissant roll; the 
seafood Cobb salad, with gen-
erous amounts of jumbo lump 

crab and poached shrimp; and 
the smoked salmon sandwich, 
served on a whole-wheat crois-
sant along with micro greens. 
Customers also rave about the 
grilled chicken sandwich and 
roasted vegetable lasagna for 
lunch.
 In the evening, the 1 Marina 
Drive restaurant serves other 
well-loved selections: the filet 
mignon with creamy mush-
room gnocchi and chorizo-
wrapped green beans, Asian 
grilled salmon, and seared div-
er scallops. The twin lump crab 
cakes also are a big hit.
 But that’s not all. The house-
made soups by chef Randy 
Wyche receive lots of praise, 
too. Bermuda fish chowder is 
served daily and Wyche cre-

ates another soup from fresh, 
locally sourced products.
 “We love what we do 
here at the restaurant, serving 
guests from the local area and 
from around the world,” said 
Wyche, who has been a chef in 
London, at a resort in Bermuda 
and a private club in Baltimore, 
among other places. “That 
makes our job and approach 
even more interesting as we 
develop our daily specials.”
 Indigo Landing offers a 
Thursday dinner special that 
has people talking. This month, 
the establishment serves Angus 
prime rib with all of the accom-
paniments for just $19.95. And 
consider turning this fine meal 
into a feast by adding salad and 
dessert for only an extra $10.

 Wyche understands that cus-
tomers’ expectations are high, 
and he believes Indigo Landing 
is more than up to the task.
 “Many people stop into 
Indigo Landing when they ar-
rive in town, on their way to 
fly out from [Reagan] National 
Airport, or to admire the view 
from our deck and the dining 
room,” Wyche said. “Their 
dining expectations are high, 
and I welcome the challenge 
of meeting and exceeding their 
expectations.”
 Mary McCarthy, who re-
cently dined at Indigo Landing, 
was impressed by how much 
the restaurant has evolved.
 “I haven’t been to Indigo 
Landing in years because I 
thought the food was just OK,” 

she said. “But I had lunch with 
friends at Indigo Landing, and 
we all loved it. I will definitely 
be back.” 
 Start off the new year right 
at Indigo Landing. Experience 
great food in a lovely setting 
and see why people are raving 
about the riverside restaurant. 
And as an official participant in 
the Alexandria Winter Restau-
rant Week — occurring Janu-
ary 17 to 26 — there’s no better 
time to stop by.

 For more information,  
call 703-548-0001 or visit 
indigolanding.com. Indigo 

Landing is open from 11:30 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Wednesday 

through Saturday and 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Sunday. 

Indigo Landing impresses with incredible food and views

a special advertising feature of the alexandria times

Simone marchand singing  
Edith Piaf songs every Friday night 

Whole Maine Lobster  
Dinner $17.95

Not valid with other offers

Special Dinner for Two $34
6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. (in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues)

Your choice of 2 entrées and 1 bottle  
of red or white wine selected by the house 

Lobster 235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

It’s our  
Third YEAR!

Le Refuge
Where you can 
experience the tastes 
and ambiance of a 
paris cafe Without leaving 
the city limits.

Serving Country French Cuisine since 1983

127 N. Washington St.
703.548.4661
WWW.lerefugealexandria.com

703-548-0001 | 1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314 
www.indigolanding.com

Now acceptiNg  
Valentine’s Day reserVations

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS  
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Louisiana, something that can’t 
happen in a classroom.
 “The amount of jazz and 
impromptu and spontaneous 
music available to them was 
inspiring,” Gonzalez said. “Stu-
dents often learn music in a 

very formal classroom setting, 
with sheet music and the like. It 
was refreshing for them to see 
people literally just start jam-
ming with people they didn’t 
know, playing music for mu-
sic’s sake.”
 And the students are still 
brimming with excitement 
about the trip, a week later. 

Junior clarinet player Julia 
Wagner already was consider-
ing a career as a school band 
teacher, but the trip opened up 
her mind to other musical op-
portunities.
 “It was really inspiring,” 
she said. “To see all of the 
street musicians opened up 
my mind with what I could do 

with a music major, even just 
playing on the street. It was 
just so cool and added much 
more onto the trip.”
 Markell Bonds, a junior 
who plays the tenor drum, 

learned a lot during the trip, 
especially from students at 
other schools.
 “After watching the other 

t.c. Band 
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Browse Menus
Make Reservations

OVER 45 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

photo/paul taylor
The T.C. Williams Marching Titans perform at a park along the Mis-
sissippi River during their trip to New Orleans. 
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3-course  
prix fixe menu

218 N. Lee Street | 703-683-1007 
www.labergerie.com

$35 
$35  

3-course prix  
fixe menu

205 E. HowEll AvEnuE 
703-717-9151 

www.dElrAycAfE.com

To be featured in our    

Restaurant 
Week spread
call 703-739-0001. 

POWERED BY © 2013 ACVA

Browse Menus
Make Reservations

OVER 45 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

Michael Menchel 
receives Maytag 
Dependable Leader 
Award

By anna harris

 

 Michael Menchel was sur-
prised and grateful after be-
ing awarded a giant check for 
$20,000 toward the Dunbar 
Alexandria-Olympic Boys & 
Girls Club late last year. 
 “Mr. Mike” was one of 25 
Maytag Dependable Leader 
Award winners for his com-
mitted volunteer service. 
Maytag, an American home 
and commercial appliance 
company, distributes the 
award annually, recognizing 
standout Boys & Girls Club 
volunteers like Menchel.
 “Sometimes I leave the 
club, and I’m physically ex-
hausted,” he said. “The kids 
require attention, and you re-
ally need to delve into each of 
these individuals so that they 
handle whatever issues come 
up.”
 Menchel always consid-
ered giving back to the com-
munity an important aspect 
of his life. So when he began 
thinking about retirement two 

years ago, he looked for vol-
unteer opportunities. 
 He began working with 
the Boys & Girls Club in May 
2011.
 Menchel tries to be inno-
vative, whether it’s offering 
homework help, playing soc-
cer, leading bicycle trips or 
actively looking for ways to 
broaden a child’s experiences.
 “That’s what we try to do. 
It’s create excitement, and I 
think the majority of the kids 
enjoy the club and look for-
ward to going,” said Menchel.
 The award money will go 
toward needed repairs and 
planned programs at the local 
club. It also means that the or-
ganization can help kids who 
can’t afford the costs of cer-
tain activities and items, like 
paying for T-shirts for their 
sports team, the Wolverines. 
Menchel said the club also 
would build a shed for bikes, 
freeing up an entire room in-
side for teens.
 As for Menchel, he plans 
on continuing to give his time 
to the club.
 “I’m very lucky. I told [the 
kids] that I feel like I’m get-
ting more out of this nonprofit 
volunteering,” he said.

Volunteer nets $20,000 for 
local Boys & Girls Club

bands and seeing how dedi-
cated the other people were 
really makes you want to 
continue with music after 
high school,” Bonds said.
 Gonzalez wanted the trip 
to provide his students with a 
big payoff for their years of 
practice and work.
 “The reason I thought this 
trip was so important was to 
recognize and reward these 
students,” he said. “They’ve 
worked so hard since picking 
up the instrument in fourth or 

fifth grade.
 “The marching band does 
so much to pump up the 
school and the football team 
in the fall, and here was an 
opportunity to really show-
case them just for them.”
 Drum major Brenna Lan-
cour, a senior euphonium 
player, said the Sugar Bowl 
trip was bittersweet.
 “It was a really weird, sur-
real experience,” she said. 
“The whole time I’m think-
ing, ‘This is so cool,’ but at 
the same time, this is the last 
time I’m going to be with the 
band, so there was a mixture 
of emotions the whole time.”

3 Course fixed menu  
for Lunch & Dinner

Lunch menu $20 
Dinner menu $35

Each Menu offers choices of Appetizer, 
Entree & Dessert

*Reservations available online

703-836-5123  ✳  www.alalucia.com
315 Madison St. Alexandria VA 22314

Sun-Tues  
25% off  

any bottle of 
wine when  
dining in



14 JAnuAry 9, 2014 ALEXAnDrIA TIMES

Talented cast pulls off 
Stephen Sondheim’s classic 
tale of show business

By Jordan wright

 When lyricist Stephen 
Sondheim and composer Jule 
Styne’s original production 
of “Gypsy” hit Broadway in 
1959, I witnessed Ethel Mer-
man play Rose, a role that 
many said was tailor-made for 
her and her alone.
 Though the show has been 
through many incarnations and 
the part of Rose has been per-
formed by a few of the finest 
performers to grace the “Great 
White Way,” today is another 
day. And we are lucky to have 
Sherri L. Edelen, a local actress 
who also seems born to play the 
role of the stage mother.
 Wikipedia, the online en-
cyclopedia, describes a stage 
mother as an “individual ... 
prone to obnoxiously demand-
ing special treatment for her 
child or ... [someone who’s] 
placed inappropriate pressure 
on her child to succeed. Some 
believe that a stage mom is vi-
cariously living out her own 
dreams through her child.” 
 That the tradition lives on — 
just catch an episode of TLC’s 
“Toddlers & Tiaras” — is indis-
putable. 
 In Signature Theatre’s pro-
duction of “Gypsy,” director 
Joe Calarco has breathed new 
life into author Arthur Lau-
rents’ classic backstage saga. 
His interpretation is infused 
with so much talent, heart and 
energy, it’s happily bursting at 
the seams.
 Let’s start with the cast — 
and what a stupendous cast it is, 
chockablock with powerhouse 
voices and dazzling dancers. 
There’s Edelen as Rose; Mitch-
ell Hebert as Herbie; Maria 
Rizzo as Gypsy; Erin Cearlock 

as Baby June; Nicole Mangi as 
grownup June; Sandy Bainum 
as Tessie Tura, the stripper with 
a heart of gold; Tracy Lynn Oli-
vera as Electra; Carolyn Cole as 
Renee, also known as Agnes; 
Donna Migliaccio as Mazeppa; 
and 12 other actors, dancers and 
singers that make up this deli-
cious cast. 
 If you know musical theater 
in our area, you probably know 
most of these performers. They 
have reputations as some of the 
best in the business. 
 The story of “Gypsy” is in-
spired by the famous burlesque 
dancer Gypsy Rose Lee’s 
memoirs and features some 
of the most memorable music 
in Broadway’s history: songs 
like “Some People,” “Small 
World,” “If Momma Was Mar-
ried,” “Let Me Entertain You,” 
“Everything’s Coming Up 
Roses” and “You Gotta Get a 
Gimmick.”   I t ’s 
a tale of two cute little girls 
and their tenaciously ambitious 
mother, a woman whose reason 
for living is seeing her children 
become stars, even if they have 
to live out of a suitcase. 
 As Rose puts it to her father 
before leaving him: “Anyone 
who stays home is dead!”  
 It’s the peak of Vaudeville’s 
heyday when Rose meets Her-
bie, a onetime talent agent and 
now traveling salesman. To-
gether they become a formi-
dable duo, devising a child act 
with June, Louise and a couple 
of stray boys they find along 
the way. 
 The star of the show is June, 
a precocious girl with blonde 
ringlets and a megawatt smile 
who eventually tires of play-
ing the perpetual child forced 
on her by her desperate mother. 
“As long as I have this act, no 
one is over 12!” Rose admon-
ishes her wards.
 Lighting designer Chris 

Lee manages the aging process 
with the clever use of strobe 
lighting to “magically” switch 
out the children to older actors 
during a frenetic dance rou-
tine. Unfortunately, I can’t say 
the same for the dozens of set 
changes in which stage-height 
fabric panels printed with 
Vaudeville-era advertisements 
are moved from front to back 
and side to side throughout the 
show. It’s distracting and awk-
ward, even though the quite-
visible stagehands are dressed 
in period clothing.  
 After a while you come to 
expect it, though their method 
doesn’t seem like the smoothest 
way to transition scenes.
 Still, the action really heats 
up during the second act, when 
Louise takes a job at Minsky’s, 
a notable New York burlesque 
house where she becomes Gyp-
sy Rose Lee, who was in reality 
the highest-paid stripper in his-
tory. But why not find out how 
it plays out on your own?

 “Gypsy” runs through Jan-
uary 26 at Signature Theatre, 
4200 Campbell Ave., Arlington. 
For tickets and information, call 
703-820-9771 or visit www.sig-
nature-theatre.org.

scene aroUnd town

‘Gypsy’ recalls child stars of yesteryear

photos/teresa wood
“Gypsy” tells the story of infamous stripper Gypsy Rose Lee (Maria Riz-
zo), who got her start as a child actor. The star-studded cast includes 
Donna Migliaccio, Tracy Lynn Olivera and Sandy Bainum (below). 

It’s a tale 
of two cute 

little girls and 
their tenaciously 
ambitious mother, 
a woman whose 
reason for living 
is seeing her 
children become 
stars, even if they 
have to live out of 
a suitcase.” 
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The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

Ragtime                    1/25 - 2/25
Set at the beginning of the twentieth century in the 
volatile melting-pot of New York City, Ragtime weaves 
together three American stories – a Harlem musician, an 
upper-class wife and mother, and a Jewish immigrant – 
all trying to improve their lives. The beautiful score by 
Flaherty includes Harlem ragtime, lovely waltzes, Jewish 
folk sounds, and Vaudeville melodies.

‘Gypsy’ recalls child stars of yesteryear

now to March 23

OCCUPIED CITY: LIFE IN CIVIL 
WAR ALEXANDRIA EXHIBITION 
This exhibition examines life in an Ameri-
can town seized and held by its federal 
government, following Virginia’s decision 
to secede from the Union in May 1861. 
Explore the experiences of Alexandrians 
and others who lived here during this 
tumultuous time through their words, as 
well as period photographs and collec-
tions items. Suggested admission is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
alexandriahistory.org

January 9

SURVIVAL AT THE EDGE OF 
SPACE A NASA representative will 
present how high-altitude pilots and 
astronauts survive at the edge of space 
and beyond. Come learn about the 
effects of altitude on the body and the 
suits made to keep people safe.
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Ellen Coolidge Burke Branch 
Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-1704 or or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

CUSTOMFIT KNITTING PATTERN 
MEASURING PARTY Come get 
measured and try out knitting designer 
Amy Herzog’s new CustomFit software. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: fibre space, 1219 King St.
Information: 703-664-0344 or www.
fibrespace.com

OPENING RECEPTION: 2014 
SOLO ARTIST PREVIEW EX-
HIBIT This exhibit will premiere one 
piece by each of the nine solo artists 
on this year’s exhibition calendar, which 
includes photographers, collage artists, 
sculptors and painters. 
Time: 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Art League, 105 N. 
Union St.
Information: 703-683-1780 or www.
theartleague.org

BLOCKBUSTER THURSDAY 
Come enjoy a film screening of “The 
Hunger Games.”
Time: 6:30 to 8:45 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

SECOND THURSDAY MUSIC: 
THE NOCTURNALS The Northern 

Virginia Fine Arts Association and the 
Songwriters’ Association of Washington 
will present Second Thursday Music with 
The Nocturnals. The group — comprised 
of recent graduates from the University 
of Virginia, Virginia Tech and Tulane 
University — performs contemporary a 
cappella music. Tickets are $10.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince 
St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or www.
nvfaa.org

CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for the Civil War 
Ball on January 25, learn the waltz, polka 
and Virginia reel from an expert dance 
master. Tickets are $12.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

January 10 - 11

RICKY SKAGGS & KENTUCKY 
THUNDER The 14-time Grammy 
winner continues to do his part to lead 
the recent roots revival in music. And 
Ricky Skaggs loves playing with Kentucky 
Thunder, a group of guys that he says 
meets his approval every night. Tickets 
are $39.50.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 Mount 
Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or www.
birchmere.com

January 10

COMPUTER BASICS CLASS 
Learn the basics of using a computer 
and how to search for information online.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Ellen Coolidge Burke Branch 
Library, 4701 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-1704 or or 
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

FRIDAY KNIT AT THE MOVIES 
Join fibre space for a casual movie night 
in the comfy lounge; the shop will play 
the classic flick, “Jurassic Park.” Bring a 
knit or crochet project and relax during 
this free viewing.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: fibre space, 1219 King St.
Information: 703-664-0344 or www.
fibrespace.com

January 11

OLD TOWN FARMERS MARKET 
The market includes local dairy, fish, 
fruits and vegetables. There is free park-
ing in the garage during market hours. 
Time: 7 a.m.

Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-3200

APD: FREE CHILD IDENTIFICA-
TION EVENT The Alexandria Police 
Department — in partnership with the 
community and human services depart-
ment, the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office 
and the Center for Alexandria’s Children 
Inc. — will host a SafeAssured Child 
Identification event for city residents. 
Free SafeAssured child identification kits 
will be available to families with children 
16 and younger. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Police Headquarters, 3600 
Wheeler Ave.
Information: 703-746-1909

BOOK SIGNING EVENT WITH 
MARY MATALIN AND JAMES 
CARVILLE Mary Matalin and James 
Carville have written their first book to-
gether in 20 years: “Love & War: Twenty 
Years, Three Presidents, Two Daughters 
and One Louisiana Home.” The pair 
writes in alternating chapters about 
their relationship, their family and their 
insights about the politics of our time.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Barnes & Noble Booksellers, 
3651 Jefferson Davis Highway
Information: 703-299-9124 or www.
bn.com

January 12

CIVIL WAR SUNDAY Explore the 
Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War 
Sundays, a showcase of an original May 
26, 1861, edition New York Tribune 
detailing Col. Elmer Ellsworth’s death in 
Alexandria; a Peeps diorama illustrat-
ing Ellsworth’s death; a TimeTravelers 
Passport exhibit featuring the Civil War 
drummer boy; a diorama of a heating 
system constructed in Alexandria to 
warm Civil War hospital tents during the 
winter of 1861; a cocked-and-loaded 
Wickham musket discarded in a privy 
during the 1860s; and an exhibit on the 
Lee Street site during the Civil War. The 
event is free.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

LEE ISTRAIL AND TELEGRAPH 
STRING BAND Enjoy an afternoon of 
music with solo artist Lee Istrail and the 
group Telegraph String Band. These local 
artists will play a collection of covers and 
original bluegrass, blues and rock songs.
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

Shop Around 
the Corner

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria times

Grand Opening Special  
Bring in this coupon for one FREE yoga class!

Offer valid for new students. Expires March 31, 2014

Learn more at: 

www.RefreshYogaCenter.com or by calling 703-683-2548
110 King St. - 2nd Floor, Alexandria VA 22314

Vinyasa & Yin Yoga in the Heart of Old Town

calendar 

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

 

To feature your business in  

Shop Around 
the Corner 

Call Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001. 
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Players: ages 8-16, please register to play 

spring baseball at www.alexandriabaseball.com 

(scholarships available).

Managers: Volunteers that are interested 

in mentoring children and teaching them 

sportsmanship, teamwork and the game of 

baseball. Must be able to pass a background 

check, training and mentoring provided. Please 

contact ALL at admin@alexandriabaseball.com.

UMPires: Paid & volunteer positions.  

Must be atleast 14 years old. Training and 

mentoring provided. Please contact ALL  

at admin@alexandriabaseball.com.

ALEXANDRIA LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL is currently  
looking for players, volunteer managers & umpires!

T.C. dominates Hayfield  
in 78-18 win

By JiM Mcelhatton 

 

 Down 5-0 early on Satur-
day against defending Patriot 
District champion T.C. Wil-
liams, Hayfield basketball 
coach Rudy Coffield called a 
quick timeout.
 A few minutes later, down 
11-0, he called another time-
out, hoping to reinvigorate 
his squad. But T.C. stole the 
ball — and Hayfield’s thunder 
— on the next play and hit a 
3-pointer to go up 14-0.
 On a night when the Lady 

Titans turned in their most 
dominating performance of the 
season, visiting Hayfield had 
no answer. The Lady Hawks 
didn’t score until nearly the 
end of the first quarter. 
 There were few bright spots 
for Hayfield, and by the night’s 
end, T.C. had coasted to a 78-
18 win.
 After the dominating per-
formance, it was difficult to see 
how T.C. was still — with the 
win — only a .500 team, going 
5-5 for the season and 1-1 in 
conference action.
 Despite a difficult start to the 
season, T.C. coach Kesha Wal-
ton and her players are upbeat.

 “Our motto is 2014 is a new 
beginning,” Walton said after 
the game. “It’s time for us to 
grow, time for us to gel and 
time for us to mature.”
 Tykera Carter led the Titans 
with 23 points, and three of her 
teammates also put up double 
figures: Angie Scheldler scored 
18, Grace Peterson added 16 
and Rejoice Spivey hit a pair 
of 3-pointers, finishing with 10 
points.
 But the Titans didn’t just 
heat things up on offense. 
Their stifling defense set the 
tone early. 
 On most possessions, Hay-
field struggled to penetrate the 
lane. And when they did, they 
found Peterson waiting for 
them, ready to swat the ball 
away.
 Twice in the opening min-
utes, T.C. hustled and forced 
jump balls. On one play, Carter 
nearly stole the ball, but the 
referee called a jump ball that 
ended with T.C. once again in 
possession.
 On the next play, Spivey 
confused a defender with a 
brutal crossover move, finding 
a wide-open Peterson under the 
basket. The startling maneuver 
prompted yet another Hayfield 
timeout.
 “I’ve been in this region 
for 17 years, and they’re al-
ways athletic, no ifs, ands or 
buts about it, so we knew that 
coming in,” said Coffield. “We 
knew they’re experienced, 
with a bunch of seniors, and 
we’re playing with a bunch of 
freshmen, so you do the math.
 “This is a good learning 
experience. They’ve got to un-
derstand that this is the type of 
basketball we’re going to be 
facing every night.”
 While the 60-point vic-
tory was impressive, a much 
closer game about a week ear-
lier was T.C.’s biggest win of 

the season. Ranked sixth in an 
eight-team holiday tournament 
in South Carolina, the Titans 
opened play with a 54-52 upset 
over highly ranked Providence 
Day.
 The victory gave the Ti-
tans a big shot of confidence 
— and a fourth-place showing 
in the tournament. But with a 
record of 4-5 after two subse-
quent losses, T.C. was anxious 
to get back on the court again 
against Hayfield, said Walton.
 “The girls came out with 
a lot of energy,” Walton said. 

“We’ve spoken a lot about 
bringing more energy and 
hustle. We have offensive 
weapons, but we need to make 
defense our No. 1 offense.”
 Walton said the team has 
been building chemistry off 
the court, too. Quietly and 
without fanfare, players ad-
opted a local family in need 
and purchased items on their 
Christmas list over the holi-
days.
 “It’s about building chem-
istry, but it’s also about giving 
back,” said Walton.

Lady Titans rebound with lopsided victory
sports

photos/sawyer mCelhatton
After a slow start to the season, the Lady Titans turned red hot in 
Saturday’s matchup with Hayfield. The squad was all smiles after the 
78-18 win. Tykera Carter (No.3) led the team with 23 points.
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By elaine MarkoUtsas

 Portability and connectivity 
— with the explosion of iPads, 
notebooks, tablets and Wi-Fi — 
have been real game changers 
in the way we think of home of-
fices. They have expanded the 
options for working just about 
anywhere, including at 40,000 
feet.
 Even the peripherals have 
downsized, such as super-small 
printers and compact projectors 
for those PowerPoint presenta-
tions or family slide shows.

 So a trend to more minimal 
desks started taking root two or 
three years ago, as the need for 
mega-footprint towers, printers 
and monitors lessened. Just as 
bulky TVs have given way to 
uber-slim models, hulking fur-
niture is not necessary for your 
workstation, unless it’s your 
style to rock a honking execu-
tive desk.
 Still, in spite of the fact that 
you might even set up shop in 
bed (say it isn’t so!), it is nice 
to have a clean surface for at-
home work.

 “We see work styles and 
work places all over the 
country really evolving these 
days,” says Kim Shaver, a 
spokeswoman for Hooker 
Furniture. 
 In the past few years, the 
country has aggressively re-
searched sites like Houszz 
and Pinterest as well as design 
blogs to get a pulse on how 
people are solving their work-
at-home issues, and they have 
been impressed with a range 

SEE oFFice | 21

at home
Bring your home office 
up to speed in style

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

Follow Us
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .epsNew Year’s Sale* Buy 2 Items, Get 1 FREE!

1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314    
Tel (703) 778-4172   Online ShopECL.com

*Offer valid through January 31, 2014. For every two (2) items purchased at full retail price, one (1) item of equal or lesser value will be offered 
for FREE. No other coupons, discounts or special offers can be combined with this sale nor applied retroactively to previous purchases.

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIAL

photo/ west elm
West Elm describes this as a desk that’s no wallflower. Indeed, it 
can be perfectly at ease floating in the center of a room. Crafted of 
an FSC-certified acacia wood base and finished in acorn, the clean-
lined desk has a 52-inch-long, 24-inch-wide top plus three drawers 
with white lacquer facades and bronze-finished metal pulls. It sells 
for $599. 

hoMe oF the week

photos/ds Creative group
The spacious formal living room 
(left) has one of four wood-burning 
fireplaces throughout the home. 
The elegant courtyard entry (above) 
features wrought iron stairs and rail-
ings as well as a private entry to the 
lower level.

 This beautiful 18th-century re-
production sits in the desirable 
southeast quadrant of town. There is 
an elegant courtyard entry with intri-
cate wrought iron stairs and railings. 
 The home features generous 
room sizes with high ceilings, ex-
quisite moldings as well as antique, 
random-width wood floors on two 
levels. 
 The hallway entry opens to the 
formal living room with a fireplace 
as well as the dining room, which has 
French doors that open to a George-
town patio and replica smokehouse 
with alley access. The eat-in kitchen 
boasts cherry cabinets and granite 
counters, and there’s also a main-

level powder room. 
 There are four upper-level bed-
rooms, including two master suites 
with fireplaces. The walk-out lower 
level with a private entry features 
brick floors, full size windows, liv-
ing/dining room with fireplace, full 
bath, bedroom and kitchenette —  
ideal for guests.

One of Old Town’s most significant reproductions 

At a Glance:
Location:  
525 Wilkes St.,  
Alexandria, VA 22314
neighborhood:  
Old Town

Price: $1,369,000
Bedrooms: 5
Baths: 4.5
Fireplaces: 4 
year Built: 1976 

Interior Living Space: 
More than 3,300  
square feet
Contact: Christine  
Garner, of Weichert,  
Realtors, at 703-587-4855
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our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your Views

 Like many of you, we put on extra layers — bundling up 
with mittens, scarves and hats — and broke out the space 
heaters this past week to beat that wicked winter weather. We 
couldn’t help, though, thinking about those among us who 
don’t have a warm home to escape the cold.
 Concerned and curious, we reached out to a few local or-
ganizations to see what they were doing to help Alexandria’s 
homeless. Many of our area shelters, nonprofits, churches 
and government agencies have thrown open their doors to 
down-and-out residents, taking in as many as they could. 
Carpenter’s Shelter, for instance, reported housing 48 indi-
viduals at its winter shelter overnight Tuesday.
 Since we came to this topic thinking that Alexandria’s 
homeless would be in dire straits thanks to the polar vortex, 
we were surprised to learn — anecdotally — that cold snaps 
often prompt an outpouring of support and help. With them 
come open doors, warm meals and donations of winter gear.
 After all, who doesn’t want to help out during a crisis?
 But that just made us think all the harder about the rest of 
the year. Sure, the temperatures were beginning to warm by 
week’s end, but that’s only relative. After a cold snap, even 
30 degrees feels downright balmy — unless you’re still on 
the street, trying to make do on a frigid winter night.
 While this polar vortex is on the way out, there are plenty 
more of those chilly evenings left. Will we still be willing to 
help when it’s 30 or 40 degrees out?
 And that raises another point: Though summer seems a 
long way off, it strikes us as just as tough to get by when the 
temperature soars higher than 100 degrees for days on end. 
Toss in a bit of that Washington-area humidity, and you have 
the potential for a real problem on your hands.
 As Slate business writer Matthew Yglesias correctly not-
ed in a blog post earlier this week, summer weather is likely 
more difficult to deal with than the alternative: “A T-shirt 
and shorts may be comfortable at 85 degrees. But then what 
about 95 degrees? What about the occasional day when it’s 
102? You run out of options fast. And even shorts and a T-
shirt only get you so far.”
 Luckily, we all know Alexandria is a very charitable 
community. Organizations like ACT for Alexandria and Car-
penter’s Shelter thrive in this town, because so many of us 
are willing to give so much. And there are plenty of ways to 
lend a hand, whether we’re braving a polar vortex or abys-
mal heat wave.
 So while the worst of this particular weather phenome-
non seems over, let’s not forget to help whenever we can, no 
matter the temperature. Winter or summer, it’s never a good 
time to turn a cold shoulder to our neighbors in need. 

To the editor:
 Alexandria Times Editor-
in-Chief Derrick Perkins, in 
an article published last month 
(“Road Warriors,” December 
5), suggested that the city’s 
plan for a section of King 
Street “threatens to reignite 
the contentious debate over 
cyclists and their place in Al-
exandria.”
 It seems too easy trying to 
define the debate by singling 
out bicyclists as a favorite 
punching bag. Indeed, the de-
bate is over larger issues. Will 
the city take essential steps to 
achieve “an integrated, multi-
modal transportation system 
that efficiently and effectively 
gets people from point A to 
point B,” which was one of its 
strategic goals? 
 The debate is about wheth-

er we will achieve the trans-
portation vision articulated in 
the 2008 transportation master 
plan: “The City of Alexandria 
envisions a transportation sys-
tem that encourages the use of 
alternative modes of transpor-
tation, reducing dependence 
on the private automobile.” 
I drive in Alexandria and 
thus am interested in the city 
achieving these objectives. 
 If we fail to do so, we will 
all experience more gridlock 
in our cars.  
 Only by making neces-
sary infrastructure changes 
will we convince people that 
there are feasible, convenient 
and safe alternatives to a per-
sonal motor vehicle. For ex-
ample, changes are needed 
on the section of King Street 
between Russell Road and 

Janneys Lane to improve pe-
destrian safety — not only for 
access to the nearby Metro 
station, but also so parents can 
feel safe walking with their 
children along the busy street.  
 Bike lanes will provide a 
much-needed buffer from traf-
fic for those who walk along 
this section of King Street as 
well as for those who drive 
along that stretch because they 
view it as unsafe to walk.  
 “Providing quality pedes-
trian and bicycle accommoda-
tions” is a transportation mas-
ter plan guiding principle. It is 
the right thing to do — not just 
to avoid gridlock, but also to 
improve public health, the en-
vironment and our quality of 
life. 

- Eric Wagner
Alexandria

Developing a multimodal transit 
system is the right thing to do

Don’t be cold to those 
most in need
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Alexandria in ACTion
with John Porter

 Like most Alexandrians in 
recent weeks, you likely didn’t 
have to wish for more donation 
requests from nonprofit organi-
zations, having received more 
than enough. ACT for Alexan-
dria certainly accounted for its 
fair share of these mailings. 
 The frustration associated 
with the deluge of requests by 
nonprofits at the end of the year 
is understandable, but the fact 
is that too many needy families 
in our community have suffered 
more than enough, too. 
 Most charities rely heavily 
on donations from caring indi-
viduals like you at a time when 
you’re more likely thinking 
about the importance of helping 
others in need. Jessica Levinsohn 
of the New York Post reports that 
30 percent of annual charitable 
donations to nonprofit organiza-
tions are made in December, thus 
emphasizing the importance of 
year-end fundraising campaigns 
for the nonprofit community. 
 Just a few weeks’ worth 
of donations allows Alexan-
dria nonprofits to provide cru-
cial community-based services 
throughout the year. From pro-
viding needed health services 
for the uninsured through Al-
exandria Neighborhood Health 
Services to offering training 
and business development skills 
through Empowered Women 
International, Alexandria non-
profits wouldn’t exist without the 
year-end contributions of caring 
members of the community. 
 Of course, hunger, home-
lessness and health needs exist 
year-round. So, how to spread 
that spirit of giving throughout 
the year? It’s an increasingly 
tough issue as nonprofits con-
tinue to be asked to do more 
as government funding sources 
evaporate and the need for sup-
port from local residents con-
tinues ticking upward. 
 Many communities have the 
benefit of large corporations 

with charitable interests. Alex-
andria doesn’t. 
 So our nonprofits must rely 
more heavily on generous do-
nors — at all levels — to survive, 
thrive and support those in need. 
 In many ways, Alexandrians 
are up to the challenge. We are 
fortunate to live in a community 
with a strong tradition of giving. 
In fact, Alexandria has ranked as 
one of the top two communities 
nationwide the past three years 
in online giving — quite a feat, 
considering we are compared to 
some much larger cities. 
 It’s that commitment to aid-
ing the most vulnerable among 
us that spurred one Alexandria 
family to help launch ACT for 
Alexandria, our community 
foundation, which celebrates its 
10th anniversary this year. From 
laying the foundation for the 
Center for Alexandria’s Chil-
dren to annually providing ca-
pacity grants to help nonprofits 
do their important work, ACT 
has been an important link in 
our community. 
 As the new year begins, we 
reflect on changes or improve-
ments we want to make in our 
lives. We make resolutions to be 
and do better. Many of us also 
commit to making a sustained 
difference in the lives of others. 
To be frank, we also know that 
most resolutions are not kept. 
 Let us resolve to make this 
year different — personally and 
for others. The organizations 
you chose to support last year 
are in a stronger position to help 
our neighbors in need. You may 
never fully understand the differ-
ence you made, but be assured it 
is meaningful. So, the next time 
you think multiple appeals from 
local nonprofits are too much, 
stop and ask yourself: Am I do-
ing enough?

 The writer is the executive 
director of ACT for Alexandria.

When too much is not enough

Move Along
 with Jonathan Krall

 The first-year report 
on Capital Bikeshare in 
Alexandria came out last 
month, and the news is 
good. According to city 
transportation planner 
Carrie Sanders, revenues 
covered 72 percent of op-
erating costs. 
 This beats Metro and 
DASH, which have fare-
box recovery rates be-
tween 30 percent and 50 
percent. Alexandria’s little 
eight-station system is well 
on its way to becoming a 
16-station system by the 
spring and a 30-station sys-
tem next year. Arlington 
— bless its transit-oriented 
heart — has placed eight 
stations along the Arling-
ton-Alexandria border to 
improve connectivity.
 The system, operated 
by Alta Bicycle Share, 
is owned and funded by 
Washington, Alexandria, 
and Arlington and Mont-
gomery counties. Many 
Bikeshare riders think it’s 
the greatest thing since 
sliced bread (if you’re a 
golfer, imagine golfing your 
way to work every morning 
and you get the idea). 
 Among those who 
don’t use Bikeshare, there 
are a few who question 
its value, reasoning that 
we’ve been doing just fine 
without it — the type-II 
diabetes epidemic not-
withstanding. 
 Evaluated as a transit 
system, Bikeshare shines. 
Systemwide, it moves 
about 7,000 people per 
day, a figure that’s com-
parable to the 11,000 dai-
ly users of Alexandria’s 
DASH bus system. 
 Bikeshare trips are 
point-to-point, meaning 
that a rider can end their 
journey at any station in 

the system. In a 300-sta-
tion system, a rider has a 
choice of 299 destinations. 
Each new station adds 300 
routes. And unlike Metro, 
Bikeshare doesn’t shut 
down late at night. 
 The typical Bikeshare 
customer is a transit rider 
who uses the ubiquitous bi-
cycle to cover the last mile 
between a transit stop and 
his destination. The two-
wheelers are user-friendly 
and designed for riders in 
business suits rather than 
spandex. Accordingly, the 
most popular destinations 
in Alexandria are the two 
Metro stations (King and 
Braddock — a Bikeshare 
station at Eisenhower is 
in the works) and Market 
Square in the heart of the 
business district.  
 Studies show that the 
typical user is young and 
educated, but not wealthy 
(think interns). According 
to a survey of 5,600 Bike-
share members, the aver-
age rider reduced their 
driving by 523 miles and 
cut personal costs by $900 
in the course of a year. 
 While I’m not sure 
how that payoff was com-
puted, it’s clear that some 
members are realizing a 
big return on the $75 an-
nual fee. Perhaps the sur-
vey analysis included the 
windfall realized by mem-
bers who sold their cars.
 More than a few critics 
have suggested that Bike-
share shouldn’t receive 
public funding. They cite 
New York City’s Citi Bike 
system, which is spon-
sored by Citibank, and 
Miami’s for-profit Deco-
bike system. 
 Sponsorship may in-
deed be an option for Cap-
ital Bikeshare. However, 

the Big Apple’s version 
attracted a sponsor only 
because our three-year-
old Bikeshare system is a 
proven success. 
 Meanwhile, Miami’s 
Decobike is solely fo-
cused on making a profit. 
Decobike has stations near 
every beach and every ho-
tel in a tight cluster. 
 Decobike prices are 
generally twice that of 
Bikeshare, and the mar-
keting is tourist-oriented, 
with no annual member-
ship for residents. De-
cobike hired a former 
Playboy bunny to star in 
promotional videos and 
show off its line of cloth-
ing. Would this approach 
go over well in Old Town?
 Capital Bikeshare, 
by contrast, is all about 
people. Capital Bikeshare 
is working to make its 
system more accessible 
to people who don’t have 
credit cards and cooperat-
ing with the Washington 
Area Bicycling Associa-
tion to promote bicycling 
and the service in less-
affluent neighborhoods.
 We have this terrific 
system because commu-
nity and business lead-
ers were willing to take a 
chance on an innovative 
approach to public transit. 
Upon receiving the first-
year report on Bikeshare, 
Mayor Bill Euille pledged 
his continued support, 
saying, “We want people 
to be using bicycles and 
walking.” 
 As a matter of public 
and economic health, I 
agree.

The writer is a member  
of the Alexandria  

Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee

Capital Bikeshare is a success
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efore the American Revolution, 
the Church of England was the 
established church of Virginia, as 

well as part of the Colonial government. 
For administrative purposes, the colony 
was divided into parishes, and all residents 
paid taxes to maintain church activities.
 Although Virginia was colonized in 
1607, settling the northern portion of the 
state proved slow going. Alexandria was 
not established until 1749. 
 By 1753, Alexandria had a “chapel of 
ease” to provide a place of worship for 
residents too far from the main Anglican 
church, which was seven miles to the 
west. That more distant house of worship 
was named Falls Church, as it was located 
along the road to the Great Falls of the Po-
tomac River. 
 In 1765, a new parish in Northern 
Virginia was created, and the inadequate 
buildings at Falls Church and Alexandria 
were replaced. Two new churches, de-
signed by James Wren, were built in each 
town and completed just before the Revo-
lutionary War.  
 After the war, government support of 
religious institutions ended. Despite this, 
Alexandria’s Christ Church prospered with 
the support of area residents like George 
Washington and the clerical leadership of 
David Griffith, Bryan Fairfax and William 
Meade. 
 On April 21, 1861, after resigning his 
commission in the U.S. Army, Robert E. 
Lee attended Sunday morning services 
at the church. When the Union Army oc-
cupied Alexandria a month later, it seized 
many churches and converted them into 
hospitals or stables. Fortunately, as George 
Washington’s place of worship, Christ 
Church was largely preserved with its in-

terior left intact. 
 Still, desecrations of the surrounding 
cemetery — caused by soldiers camped 
out among the graves — did occur. This 
photograph, taken during the war years, 
shows the rural area that surrounded what 
was often called the “Little Church in the 
Woods” during that time. 
 Several years after the war’s end, in 
1869, a mission to assist poor women in 
the area was established. Three years later, 
parishioner Sallie Stuart led efforts to cre-
ate missions of the newly formed National 
Women’s Auxiliary to the Board of Mis-
sions throughout Virginia.
 Throughout our nation’s history, many 
American presidents and world leaders 
have visited Christ Church. On January 1, 
1942, just weeks after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Franklin Roosevelt and Winston 
Churchill visited the church to commemo-
rate the World Day of Prayer for Peace.

 
Out of the Attic is provided by the  

Office of Historic Alexandria.
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A church for presidents
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weekly poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Have you ever made a donation to an 
Alexandria food pantry?

A.  Yes.

B. No. 

47%  Yes.

53% No.

This Week  
Have you ever utilized an emergency 
hypothermia or cooling shelter?

40 votes

FroM the weB

Spookiness writes:
[The] previous submission was bet-
ter, except the alley [in this version] 
is improved. The design at the street 
level is slightly improved, and this is 
probably more important. Nobody is 
going to view the whole thing from a 
distance anyway. 
 This is what happens when you 
have design by committee. The pre-
vious Duke Street elevation had 
more variation in the roofline and the 
materials; now it’s just a long dou-
ble-story mansard roof. Instead of 
trying to disguise the upper stories, 
just build an honest four-, five- or 
six-story building. 
 I’m tired of mansard roofs and 
lightly colored recessed upper stories. 
Nobody with any design eye is fooled 
by this, but unfortunately, designers do 
it because the review bodies fall for it, 
or encourage it.
 Unfortunately, any further revisions 
will only make the design worse. The 
board of architectural review and Old 
Towners can nitpick about the mass 
and scale all they want — that’s a func-
tion of zoning. The board should focus 
on improving the design, compatibility 
of materials, fenestration, etc. 
 Unfortunately, rather than a com-
position that features warehouse de-
sign features, the end result is prob-
ably going to be closer to a monolithic 
warehouse with a mansard roof — the 
worst possible result. Then the typical 
suspects who complained that it was 
too mishmash will say it’s too simple, 
and still massive.

In response to “Waterfront 
hotel receives another lukewarm 
reception,” December 23:

photo/offiCe of historiC alexandria
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of creative ideas.
 “When you bring work 
home from the office or check 
email or pay bills online, you 
want to stay connected to the 
people and activities around 
you,” says Shaver. “You’re 
looking for an unconventional 
office — one without walls. 
Because of portable electron-
ics, we want to seamlessly in-
tegrate them in the home with 
multifunctional, high fashion, 
high-style pieces that can go 
into any room. That allows you 
to blend work and family life.”
 Some recent furniture intro-
ductions nod to beautiful clas-
sic pieces that are as decorative 
as they are functional — 18th 
century, 1930s Art Deco or 
mid-century modern styles, for 
example, made from exquisite 
woods and veneers, allowing 
their craftsmanship, form and 
style to speak volumes. Other 
desks are more generic, with 
simple lines, pleasantly tra-
ditional with familiar details 
such as cabriole legs or reeded 
aprons, transitional, like cam-
paign styles with crossed legs, 
or ultra modern.
 Even the sleek offer sur-
prises. One simple design (the 
Torino) by Manuel Saez at 
CB2 has a matte lacquer white 
top that sits on a white oak 
stretcher base with U-shaped 
legs that are braced with inten-
tionally exposed hardware. Ac-
cording to the description, “the 
immaculately clean” desktop 
may be “the sign of a highly or-
ganized, compulsive neatnik.” 
Peek inside: With an integrated 
pull, the top opens to reveal 9 
square feet of stash space for a 
laptop, iPhone, iPad, projects, 
books, planners, folders and 
supplies — even hidden cord 
cutouts to charge electronics. 
 There especially has been 
an uptick in the industrial look 
with metal or raw, grained, 
often reclaimed woods some-
times combined with steel 
and iron. These materials lend 
themselves well to clean-line 
designs. There’s also the allure 
of the backstory.

 A desk with rounded cor-
ners anchored by cast arched 
trestle legs at Restoration 
Hardware is a faithful repro-
duction of a 1950s English gar-
ment factory table. Also at RH 
is another 74-inch metal desk 
with an ample-sized surface, 
complemented by a symmetri-
cal pair of curving, open com-
partments for storage, a slatted 
shelf stretcher and a hidden 
slide-out panel beneath for a 
keyboard. It’s truly an elegant 
form.
 Most retailers now feature 
home-office categories, as well 
as those dedicated to storage.
 With so many options, 
some are looking to stand out 
from the pack. A new desk 
from the Keno Bros., the popu-
lar antiques experts from the 
PBS “Antiques Roadshow” se-
ries, for example, has a hidden 
wow factor — open the top and 
there’s a brilliant blue lacquer.
 Not that this device hasn’t 
been employed before, but 
it’s always a fabulous furni-
ture tour de force. One recent 
bold example is a glamorous 
secretary designed by Marjo-
rie Skouras for Currey & Co. 
It’s finished in faux malachite 
and dazzling with a drop-down 
desk in poppy red.
 Manufacturers also seem to 
be promoting the idea of dou-
ble duty. And why not? 
 “First of all,” says New 
York-based designer Jena Hall, 
“when people are not furnish-
ing a home office, they don’t 
think about desks. Often [ex-
isting] furniture is used im-
promptu — like sitting at a din-
ing or breakfast room table.”
 Tables that morph into 
desks or desks that convert to 
dressing tables are so practical, 
especially when space is lim-
ited. A nearly 8-foot cherry ve-
neer topped table with a zigzag 
stainless base, from the Ital-
ian company Selva, takes on 
a dramatically different look 
when teamed with tall-backed 
bergere chairs rather than a 
desk chair.
 Similarly, the Strut table, 
with angled wood legs, a float-
ing glass top and X-bar support 
that is integral to the design, 

is shown at Crate & Barrel in 
several settings — including 
dining.
 “A desk is a multifunction 
value,” says Hall. “It makes a 
room more interesting stylisti-
cally as well as functionally. I 
like a desk as an end table next 
to bed, instead of a matched 
nightstand. It’s a more eclectic 
look.” 
 So is floating a desk be-
hind a sofa where it also serves 
handily as a table.
 “With mobility and wire-
less [devices], you may think 
of eliminating desks,” says 
Hall. “But you still need a sur-
face to spread papers out.” 
 And besides the function-
ality, says Hall, the decorative 
aspect can’t be overlooked, 
especially with more creative 
placement. As an interior de-
signer as well as someone who 
designs furniture, Hall does 
think about consumers’ needs 
in concert with home layouts. 
 “I like desks in bedrooms, 
for example, at right angles, 
perpendicular to a wall. It 
helps break up space. A desk 
can even make a wonderful 
dressing table in a bathroom.”
 As far as corralling poten-
tial clutter is concerned — the 
rest is up to you. Right up there 
with losing weight, getting 
organized makes most every-
one’s top-10 list for resolutions 
every year.
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There 
especially 
has 

been an uptick 
in the industrial 
look with metal 
or raw, grained, 
often reclaimed 
woods sometimes 
combined with steel 
and iron. These 
materials lend 
themselves well to 
clean-line designs.” 
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ACrOSS
1 32-card game
5 Chalky mineral
9 Eats in the evening
13 Solemn promise
17 Currency abroad
18 Chocolate source
19  Syllables sung while  

skipping
21 ___ gin fizz
22 “Bonanza” brother
23 Bit of high jinks
24 “Snowy” bird
25 Do a takeoff on
26 Stare at, as a wreck
28 Like a fast driver
30 Emulated a parrot
31 Ski lift
33 Bouncers’ requests
34 Person saying “you’re it!”
37 Remove rinds
38 Serious kind of arrest
42 Emotional upheaval
43 Opera solo
44 Hasty escapes
45 Cowboy boot part
47 Perform penance
48 Is affected by
49 Skip over
50 Amateur’s opposite
51 Women’s counterparts
52 Minimal amount of rain
53 More cunning
55 Narrow groove
57  Reason to gather signa-

tures
60 “Cheers!” alternative
61 Execute, in old France
62 “Cat got your tongue?” e.g.
63 Far from original
64 Cause of a rash reaction?
65 Yell
67  Truth ___ (interrogation 

injection)
68  Men’s headwear of the 

17th and 18th centuries

71 More skilled
72 Bubbly mixer
73 Word with hall or slicker
74 “___ you serious?”
75 Ewe’s milieu
76 Barber’s symbol
77 Common military color
79 Home of logs
81 Small boys
83 ET carriers
84 Angler’s need
85 Muddied the water
86 Long drive over the wall
88 Sheet-music symbol
89 Berber language
90 Sick
91 Cubicle item
92 Artist’s studio
93 007 film
98 Tyrannical
104 Flabbergasted
105 Like freakish coincidences
106 Art supporter?
107 Boxing victory
108 Chimney passage
109 Ancient city near Carthage
110 Metric volume measure
111 They were once together
112 Flowerless decorative plant
113 Exceeded 55 mph, e.g.
114 Veteran sailors
115 Type of load

DOWn
1 Burn the surface of
2 African antelope
3 Kuwaiti or Omani
4 Taj Mahal, for one
5 “Full House” surname
6 Was part of the picture
7 Not of the clergy
8 Tom Collins or Rob Roy
9 Burial markers
10 Prodding person
11  Prefix with normal, legal or 

chute

12 Flexible Flyer, for one
13 Gradual absorption
14 Landed
15 Sao ___ and Principe
16 Sit up and take notice
18  It goes wall-to-wall in some 

homes
20 In the beginning
27 America’s bird
29 Strange
32  Weapons used by hired 

muscle
34 Private student
35 Spanish sherry
36 Colt or Magnum
37 Kind of school
38 Saharan “ship”
39  One spelling for a Mideast 

prince

40  Enough to be estimated or 
measured

41 Ancient Roman senate
42 Pack down tightly
43 At least two eras
44 Faithful
46  “The Long and Winding 

___”
48 As of
52  Christian the fashion 

designer
54 Rich, dark soil
55 Highway rig
56 Spring melting period
58 Run at the curb
59 Big piece of cake
60 Mumbai garment
61 Hide, as a dog’s bone
63 “Seinfeld” character Elaine
64 Alien-seeking project
65 Stop
66 West Indian sorcery
67 Wise Greek statesman
68 Freshwater game fish
69 “Peer Gynt” composer
70 Ship or mail
72 Health-food store staple
73 Grocery-store vehicle
76 Regular hangout
78 Most big and strong
79 Raccoon cousin
80 Balloon filler
82 Wee bit
85 Frilled strip
87 Teeny toymaker
88  Go over again, as a con-

tract
89 Copy machine supplies
91  Clear before takeoff, per-

haps
92 One who weeps, in a saying
93 Fisherman’s handled hook
94 Admire amorously
95 Deep scowl
96 Earns after taxes
97 Get a handle on
99 Pro ___ (proportionally)
100 Throw out of kilter
101 Metered vehicle
102 Word with bug or misty
103 Medication amount
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last week’s solution:

classifieds
legal notice

                  

Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review Old & Historic 

 Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF  
A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, January 22, 
2014 beginning at 7:30 PM in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on 
the following applications:

CASE BAR2013-0119
Request for alterations at  
1800-1818 Abingdon Dr.
APPLICANT: Potowmack Crossing 
II Condominium Association by Scott 
Glaser, Hann & Hann Inc.

CASE BAR2014-0001
Request for revisions to previously ap-
proved plans at 821 S Royal St.
APPLICANT: Frank & Karen Campbell 
by Mark Hughes, Harrison Design

CASE BAR2013-0002
Request to partially demolish & capsu-
late at 110 N Columbus St.
APPLICANT: Patrick Jansen, Impres-
sive Home Solutions Group

CASE BAR2013 0003
Request for an addition & alterations at 
110 N Columbus St.
APPLICANT: Patrick Jansen, Impres-
sive Home Solutions Group

CASE BAR2014 0004
Request to partially demolish & capsu-
late at 214 S Lee St.
APPLICANT: Thomas Crowley & 
Christena Nielsen by Stephanie R. 
Dimond, Dimond Adams Design 
Architecture

CASE BAR2014 0005
Request for an addition & alterations at 
214 S Lee St.
APPLICANT: Thomas Crowley & 
Christena Nielsen by Stephanie R. 
Dimond, Dimond Adams Design 
Architecture

CASE BAR2014 0007
Request to partially demolish & capsu-
late at 2 Brockett’s Alley  
(601 Queen St.).
APPLICANT: Chris Ogden & Linda 
Fuselier by Scot McBroom, Robert 
Bentley Adams & Associates

CASE BAR2014 0008
Request for an addition & alterations at 
2 Brockett’s Alley  
(601 Queen St.).
APPLICANT: Chris Ogden & Linda 
Fuselier by Scot McBroom, Robert 
Bentley Adams & Associates

Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 
King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-
4666.
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legal notice

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Home ServiCeS

PUBLIC NOTICE

AT&T intends to submit a Section 106 
submission for a proposed telecom-
munication facility (Ivy Hill) located at 
6 West Nelson Avenue in Alexandria, 
VA.  AT&T is publishing this notice 
in accordance with federal regulation 
37CFR 1.1307, the NEPA and the ACHP 
36 CFR 800.  Twelve (12) antennas will 
be installed on the 40 foot building.  The 
overall height of the building, includ-
ing the existing chimney, will remain 
56feet.  Parties interested in submitting 
comments or questions regarding any 
potential effects of the existing facility 
on Historic Properties may do so by con-
tacting Rebecca Grant, (AT&T) at 7150 
Standard Dr., Hanover, MD  21076, 
410.712.7768 or RG2950@att.com.

aBc notice

help wanted

Local Care Coordinators – RN
Full-Time Opportunities 
This is a unique position—and a rare opportunity to offer the patient education, care 
management, and care coordination others need to learn in order to maintain healthier 
habits—and build longer, happier lives.

Working remotely from your home and in the field, you will travel locally approximately 
50-60% of the week to assigned PCP offices. Dedicated to educating our participants 
at the PCP office, you will develop and coordinate care plans with physicians, patients, 
and Allied Health professionals to provide engaging, cost-efficient, quality care to the 
highest-risk health plan members in your community. 

We are currently recruiting for candidates residing in Alexandria, Annandale, 
Arlington, and Woodbridge.

The ideal candidate will possess a minimum of 3 years of RN experience, RN licensure, 
case management/care coordination experience, the ability to collaborate with 
physicians for successful program outcomes, and keyboarding/
computer proficiency.

For more information, please contact  
Sue Stein at 410-910-6726 or 
susan.stein@healthways.com.

You may apply online at 
www.healthways.com/careers

Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V

                                                     

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION 
AND CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS

JANUARY - 2014

The items described below will be heard by the Planning Commission and the City 
Council on the following dates.  NOTICE:  Some of the items listed below may be 
placed on a consent calendar.  A consent item will be approved at the beginning of the 
meeting without discussion unless someone asks that it be taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately.  The Planning Commission reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to a future date.   For further information call the Department 
of Planning and Zoning on 703-746-4666 or visit www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

Text Amendment #2013-0013A
Bonus Density
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request for amendments to Section 
7-700 of the Zoning Ordinance regard-
ing bonus density in exchange for 
affordable housing.
Staff:  Office of Housing (Deferred 
from Dec 3 Planning Commission 
meeting)

Special Use Permit #2013-0082
3128 & 3235 Colvin Street -  
Alexandria Car Clinic
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request to relocate a portion of an 
existing general automobile repair and 
automobile sales business; zoned I/
Industrial.   Applicant:  Ahmad Mirza
 
Special Use Permit #2013-0083
2002 Eisenhower Avenue (Parcel Ad-
dress:  2000 Eisenhower Ave.) -    
7-Eleven 
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a convenience store; 
zoned CDD 11/Coordinated Develop-
ment District.  Applicant:  7 Eleven, 
Inc. by M. Catharine Puskar, attorney

Special Use Permit #2013-0084
1318 King Street - Automobile Sales
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request for continued operation of 
a non-conforming automobile sales 
business; zoned KR/King Street Retail. 
Applicant:  A & B Auto Finance Co. 
by Behrooz Raiszadeh

Special Use Permit #2013-0085
1310 King Street - Automobile Sales
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request for continued operation of 
a non conforming automobile sales 
business; zoned KR/King Street Retail. 
Applicant:  Vafa Zarineh by Reza 
Sasani, agent

Development Special Use Permit 
#2012-0019
Special Use Permit #2013-0080
Encroachment #2013-0004
Transportation Management Plan SUP 
#2013-0071
220 South Union Street - Cummings 
Hotel
Public hearing and consideration of 
requests for: A) a development special 
use permit and site plan, with modifi-
cations, to construct a hotel including 
special use permits for an increase 
in height, a reduction of the required 
number of loading spaces, a reduction 
of the required number of parking 
spaces, an increase in FAR, and valet 
parking; B) a special use permit for 
a restaurant, C) encroachments into 
the public right of way; D) approval 
of a transportation management plan; 
zoned W 1/Waterfront mixed use. 
Applicant:  Carr City Centers, LLC by 
Kenneth Wire, attorney

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2014
9:30 AM,  CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA,  VIRGINIA

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
FY 2015 Combined Funds Budget 
during the regular meeting at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, January 23, 
2014, in the School Board Meeting 
Room at 2000 N. Beauregard St., 
Alexandria. For more information 
or to register to speak at the public 
hearing, please contact the Clerk 
of the Board at 703-824-6614 or 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

                

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON AN APPEAL 
OF A DECISION OF THE 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW, OLD & HISTORIC 

ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

A public hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Alexan-
dria, Virginia, on Saturday, January 
25, 2014 at 9:30 am, in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 
on the following application:

CASE BAR2013-0066  
& CASE BAR2013-0067
An appeal of the Old & Historic 
Alexandria District Board of Archi-
tectural Review’s (BAR) October 16, 
2013 decision approving a request  
for a Permit to Demolish for partial 
demolition & capsulation and a re-
quest for a Certificate of Appropriate-
ness for an addition & alterations at  
207 Prince St.
APPLICANT:  Robert L. Montague 
IV by Stephanie R. Dimond
APPELLANT: Robert L. Montague 
III on behalf of petitioners

This appeal is being held pursuant 
to Section 10-107 of the Zoning 
Ordinance for the Old and Historic 
Alexandria District of the City of 
Alexandria.

Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666.
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109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Tour this fine home online at janetpricehomes.comCelebrating 19 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

703.960.5858  •  jprice@mcenearney.com
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Janet Caterson Price…Just plain getting it done!
A caring and thoughtful approach to guiding my clients in one of their most important 
investments – the sale or purchase of a home. With persistence, dedication, dogged 
determination, educated thoroughness, and market savvy – I’ll get it done for you! 

Thanks to my loyal clients for a great 2013!
Presenting: 7723 Southdown Road, Alexandria, Virginia

10 Minutes South of Old Town  •  Offered at $2,999,990

And best wishes for a serendipitous 2014!
Please call me to discuss any of your real estate needs (and wants)!


