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Former lieutenant 
governor rakes  
in $668,498

By Erich WagnEr 

 

 To say that former Lt. 
Gov. Don Beyer got his con-
gressional campaign off on 
the right foot would be an un-
derstatement.
 The Alexandria Demo-
crat took in $668,498 in con-
tributions between January 

and March and has nearly 
$450,000 on hand, putting 
him head and shoulders above 
other candidates in the crowd-
ed field to succeed retiring 
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8).
 Mayor Bill Euille ranked 
second, raising more than 
$213,000 in donations with 
$174,000 on hand, while for-
mer Northern Virginia Urban 
League President Lavern 
Chapman announced receiv-
ing more than $200,000. State 

Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) re-
vealed Wednesday that he re-
ceived more than $178,000 in 
contributions.
 Del. Patrick Hope (D-47) 
raised $186,000 and has near-
ly $139,000 on hand, while 
Del. Charnielle Herring (D-
46) surprised a few insiders 
by reporting $121,000 in do-
nations, less than expected. 
 Also competing for the 

City Hall removes 
question about prior 
criminal convictions 
from job applications

By Erich WagnEr

 

 As the Virginia General 
Assembly hotly debated drop-
ping questions about potential 
employees’ criminal convic-
tions on applications for jobs 
at state agencies, city leaders 
made a decision of their own: 
It’s time to ban the box. 
 City Manager Rashad 
Young began looking at the 
issue as it gained attention in 
Richmond during this year’s 
legislative session. Though 
the “ban the box” movement 
— so-named for the question 
about a prospective employ-
ee’s criminal history found on 
many applications — failed to 
sway state lawmakers, Young 
discovered nothing in city 
code stopping City Hall from 
unilaterally stripping the in-
quiry from its job forms. 
 Last month he instructed 
city agencies to remove them 
administratively.
 “We felt like we didn’t 
need a law to pass to regulate 
how we conduct our recruit-
ment process,” Young said. 
“[It] just makes good public 
policy.”
 Ex-offenders and their ad-
vocates argue that requiring 
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IN FULL BLOOM After a gnarly winter, residents from across the region joined throngs of tourists in celebrating the arrival of the cherry blos-
soms. Perhaps because last month’s series of snowstorms and chilly weather, the annual flowering brought what officials believe to be a record 
amount of spectators to the area. With the peak bloom arriving last week, enthusiasts descended upon the Tidal Basin this past weekend to take 
in the stunning display of nature.

Boxed out 
no longer

Don Beyer

The Alexandria Times Bridal Directory
SEE pagE 15
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

Rosemont

Beautifully up-
dated 4 bedroom, 
3 bath bungalow 
with open floor 
plan, refinished 
wood floors on 
2 levels, crown 
molding and ar-
chitectural series 
replacement win-

dows throughout. Charming front porch, living room with 
fireplace and dining room that is open to the kitchen with 
granite counters and peninsula. Two main level bedrooms 
and private upper level Master suite with sitting room and 
en suite bath with claw foot tub. Lower level with access to 
the yard features a spacious recreation room, full bath and 
4th bedroom. Fenced yard with patio & detached garage 
with electricity. Blocks to METRO, Old Town and Del Ray.

$815,000

old town

$1,369,000
One of Old Town’s most signifi-
cant 18th century reproductions 
which boasts 4/5 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths and 4 fireplaces. Lo-
cated in the desirable Southeast 
Quadrant with an elegant court-
yard entry. Generous room sizes 
with high ceilings, exquisite 
mouldings and woodwork with 
antique random-width wood 
floors on 2 levels. Formal liv-
ing room and dining room with 
gourmet eat-in kitchen. Four 
upper level bedrooms including 

2 Master suites, (or family room if desired), with fireplaces 
and a huge walk-in closet. Lower level with private entry 
features brick floors, a living/dining area, fireplace, bed-
room, full bath and kitchenette....ideal for guests.   

stonegate

$584,900
Gorgeous 3 bedroom, 
3.5 bath townhouse 
with a 2 car garage and 
many recent updates. 
This lovely home fea-
tures a living room with 
cozy fireplace and din-
ing room. Spacious eat-
in kitchen with French 
doors to a private deck. 
Gleaming wood floors 
and half bath on main 
level. Upper level with 
3 bedrooms including 
large Owner’s Suite 
with walk-in closet and 

luxury bath. Lower level family room with fireplace and 
full bath walks out to the fenced yard with a new patio.

Vauxcleuse

$1,350,000

Stately 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath custom brick colonial with 
side loading 2 car garage and circular drive. Nearly 6000 
sq. ft. of well designed living space with spacious rooms, 
3 fireplaces and wood floors on 2 levels. Beautiful new 
gourmet kitchen with adjoining breakfast room, family 
room and library. Upper level with den, 3 baths and 4 bed-
rooms including a huge Owner’s suite with new en suite 
bath. Lower level recreation room with wet bar, exercise 
area, 5th bedroom, full bath and access to lovely fenced 
yard with patio and hot tub.

FaiRlington meadows Rental

$2,500
Updated from top to 
bottom! Pristine 2 bed-
room, 2 bath Claren-
don model townhouse 
with 3 finished levels, 
refinished hardwoods 
on 2 levels, freshly 
painted throughout 
with renovated kitch-
en featuring granite 
counters and Maple 
cabinets with pass-
thru to dining room. 
Tastefully updated 
bathrooms, lower level 
family room and den. 

Extra storage in attic with PDS. Convenient to shopping 
and restaurants and minutes to !-395, Old Town and D.C.

Rosemont

Enjoy Rose-
mont living in 
this expanded 3 
bedroom, 2 bath 
brick home with 
off street park-
ing located just 
blocks from King 
St. METRO, Old 

Town and Del Ray. Large front porch to enjoy the warm 
weather. Living room with gas fireplace and formal 
dining room. Gourmet kitchen with granite counters & 
breakfast bar is open to the family room and breakfast 
area with abundant windows and access to the lovely 
fenced yard with patio. Two main level bedrooms and 
a fabulous upper level Master suite with walk-in closet 
and luxury en suite bath with sitting area. Plenty of stor-
age in the unfinished lower level with access to the yard.

Coming Soon

Under 

contract
Under 

contract

The Time To Sell Is Now. Let Me Put My +25 years Experience To Work For You!
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 Two local public school 
educators earned major acco-
lades from The Washington 
Post last week.
 The daily newspaper hon-
ored Brandon Davis, prin-
cipal of Cora Kelly School 
for Math, Science and Tech-
nology, and Lori Shabazz, a 
teacher at Patrick Henry El-
ementary School, for their 

work. Davis earned the Dis-
tinguished Educational Lead-
ership Award while Shabazz 
received the Agnes Meyer 
Outstanding Teacher Award.
 The announcement also 
earned the pair praise from Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
Superintendent Alvin Craw-
ley, who praised them for 
their efforts. Crawley lauded 

Davis for improving academ-
ics at Cora Kelly and Shabazz 
for serving as an inspiration to 
students as well as coworkers. 
 As a reward for their hard 
work, the duo gets a paid trip 
to a four-day leadership semi-
nar and $3,000. 

- Derrick Perkins

thE WEEKly BriEFing

Smokers still lighting up despite tax hike

Unused, unneeded medications wanted

post recognizes two port City educators

 Local tobacco taxes went 
up last year, but smokers 
haven’t seemed to notice.
 During last week’s brief-
ing on the monthly financial 
report, Mayor Bill Euille noted 
the city had collected about 
$1.8 million in tobacco taxes 
through February 28, up from 
$1.5 million last year. 
 An increase in revenue is 
to be expected given that city 
councilors upped the tax to 
$1. But officials had expected 
to see a dip by now as smok-
ers reconsidered the hit to their 
wallets and kicked the habit. 

 “[Raising the tobacco tax] 
was twofold,” Euille said. 
“One, we were hoping to gen-
erate additional revenue that 
we needed to help balance the 
fiscal year 2014 budget, but 
also hopefully [we would] en-
courage folks to stop smoking 
because the cost of cigarettes 
being that much higher [would 
mean] the volume of cigarette 
sales would go down. That 
hasn’t happened.”
 Laura Triggs, the city’s 
chief financial officer, said a 
drop in revenue typically fol-
lows a tax hike. 

 “We’re not seeing [sales] 
tail off yet. There are people 
who are still buying the ciga-
rettes,” she said.
 City Councilor Justin Wil-
son, though, saw signs the tax 
was beginning to deter tobacco 
users. 
 “We increased the [tax] rate 
by 25 percent and the increase 
in collections was 13.9 percent. 
The message I got from this is 
that we’ve started to reach that 
downward curve,” he said.

- Derrick Perkins

 Officials with American 
Virginia Water have joined 
forces with the city’s police 
department and sheriff’s of-
fice to urge residents to turn in 
unused or expired medications 
next week.
 The two city agencies, 
working alongside the Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention Co-
alition of Alexandria and the 
utility company, will collect 
unneeded medications at three 
sites around the city April 26. 
The campaign’s goals are two-
fold: Keep drugs out of the 
wrong hands and away from 
the city’s water supply.
 From a law enforcement 
perspective, unused medica-
tions pose a significant risk, 
said Police Chief Earl Cook 

in a statement. Most abused 
prescription medications are 
taken from family, friends and 
the medicine cabinet, the chief 
warned.  
 “Many Americans are not 
aware that medicines that lan-
guish in home cabinets are 
highly susceptible to diversion, 
misuse and abuse,” he said.
 From American Virginia 
Water’s side of things, though, 
the concern is keeping those 
same medications out of sew-
er system. Getting rid of un-
needed drugs by flushing them 
down the toilet also poses a 
risk, said William Walsh, the 
utility company’s president.
 “[Many] Americans do not 
know how to properly dispose 
of their unused medicine, of-

ten flushing them down the 
toilet or throwing them away,” 
he said. “Both [are] potential 
safety and health hazards, as 
they can end up in our source 
for drinking water, which in 
turn can influence the need for 
more costly treatment process-
es in the future.”
 Residents in possession of 
unneeded or unwanted medi-
cations can drop them off at 
police headquarters at 3600 
Wheeler Ave., Del Ray Phar-
macy at 2204 Mount Vernon 
Ave. and First Baptist Church 
at 2932 King St. Officials will 
man the drop-off locations be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

- Derrick Perkins

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

OLD TOWN                 $1,145,000

211 South Royal Street 
Carefully preserved, this historic residence offers 

high ceilings, handsome moldings, large rooms & a 
large private garden with expansion potential.

Want More Space?

www.diannhicks.com
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Alleged automobile thief nabbed

Emergency responders undergo  
crisis intervention training

 Alexandria Police have 
arrested a local man in con-
nection with the theft of sev-
eral vehicles in the past year.
 Quran Ozae Middleton 
Bey, 19, faces destruction of 
property and conspiracy to 
commit grand larceny charg-
es as well as two counts of 
grand larceny auto. Police 

said Bey made off with the 
vehicles between March 
2013 and this past January. 
 When he couldn’t ab-
scond with the vehicles, 
he opted to steal items left 
within, authorities said. Few 
other details about the case 
were released, though offi-
cials said the investigation 

remains ongoing. 
 Authorities urge anyone 
with information about Bey 
to contact the city police 
department’s criminal inves-
tigations section at 703-746-
6711.

- Derrick Perkins

 The ranks of the city’s cri-
sis intervention team swelled 
by 18 earlier this month, of-
ficials announced Tuesday.
 The newest members hail 
from Alexandria’s sheriff’s 
office, code administration, 
and police and fire depart-
ments. Deputy Police Chief 
David Huchler, Undersheriff 
Tim Gleeson, Code Division 

Chief Phil Pugh and Director 
of Clinical and Emergency 
Services Liz Wixson were on 
hand to congratulate the lat-
est group at an April 11 cer-
emony.
 Crisis intervention team 
members undergo 40 hours 
of training before joining the 
group. The candidates learnt 
about dealing with psychiatric 

disorders, potential suicides 
and substance abuse, among 
other mental illness issues. 
 Alexandria created the 
program four years ago. Since 
then, 250 local emergency re-
sponders have received train-
ing in crisis intervention.

- Derrick Perkins

criMEpolicE BEat
The following incidents occurred between 

April 9 and April 16.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in 
Virginia. The Alexandria Police Department is not required to supply 
the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

0 AssAults with A 
DeADly weApon 3 BreAking  

& enterings

43 thefts16 Drug 
Crimes

Source: crimereports.com

15 AssAults 2 seXuAl 
offenses 3  VehiCle

thefts

6 roBBeries

At Home in
Alexandria!

703.231.0824 

www.athomeinalexandria.org 

aha@athomeinalexandria.org

Celebrating three years  

of being part of the 

Alexandria 
community!

LEARN MORE:

ssets.gwu@gmail.com

Partnership for Teacher Preparation in 
Special Education

The Fairfax Partnership Program is a 
cooperative, special education teacher 
preparation program between The George 
Washington University and Fairfax County 
Public Schools resulting in teacher licensure 
and a master’s degree in special education. 
The program includes a yearlong internship 
with a master educator and GWU support. 
During the first 4 semesters 100% of the 
tuition cost is covered, amounting to over 
80% of the total cost. Participants work as 
full-time special education teachers during 
the second year.  
 
Classes begin June 2014 and participants 
graduate the summer of 2016.
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Only trust the best when it comes to caring for your heart.

Because you have a lot of love to give.  
The Sentara Heart and Vascular Center is here with the region’s leading heart experts providing the best in care, close to home.  A 

healthy heart  starts with good choices.  Choose a Sentara doctor today as a �rst step toward many tomorrows with those you love 

the most.  

Find A Cardiologist  1-800-SENTARA   Sentara.com/NorthernVirginia
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Braddock road Metro 
station selected for 
eventual overhaul

By DErricK pErKins 

 

 City officials recognized 
Braddock Road Metro sta-
tion’s potential for redevelop-
ment years ago. It took con-
vincing, but they’ve finally 
got the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Authority 
seeing it their way.
 The transit hub, just outside 
of the Parker-Gray neighbor-
hood, emerged as a leading 
contender for redevelopment 
earlier this year. Metro’s real 
estate and development com-
mittee named it and three other 
stations — Forest Glen, Largo 

Town Center and West Hyatts-
ville — as next in line for a 
makeover in March. 
 The announcement has City 
Hall’s top planners, who created 
a vision for the neighborhood 
six years ago, understandably 
excited.
 “The development of the 
Braddock Metro site has been 
on the city’s radar screen for 
some time,” said Deputy City 
Manager Mark Jenks. “Since 
we don’t own the site, it really 
takes getting WMATA to take 
the initiative and they finally 
started on this one.”
 City Hall’s plans for the 
property call for 300,000 
square feet of office and retail 
space. Officials also envision 
a hotel at the site.

 While Alexandria’s planners 
have an idea for the property, 
Metro officials are keeping an 
open mind. They have no pre-
conceived notions, said Stan 
Wall, the transit network’s di-
rector of real estate and station 
planning.
 But a hotel — given the sta-
tion’s access to Reagan Nation-
al Airport — would be great, he 
said.
 “This is primarily driven by 
City of Alexandria’s interest in 
wanting to see something hap-
pen in that station. Based on 
everything that’s happening 
to Potomac Yard, they see a 
good deal of momentum in the 
[city],” Wall said. “They’d love 
to see a hotel there. They’d also 
love to see a lot of neighbor-

hood retail. … They would love 
to see something more [active] 
around the station.”
 Jenks credited Mayor Bill 
Euille’s presence on Metro’s 
board of directors as one reason 
behind the attention now being 
given to the Braddock Road 
station. The other major factor 
was the city’s work with Metro 
on the Royal Street bus barn, 
which also is slated for redevel-
opment.
 Early on, planners created a 
hybrid model for handling that 
project. Metro would focus on 
soliciting the private sector for 
ideas while city officials would 
lead the community involve-
ment effort. 
 It was a first-of-its-kind ap-
proach to the redevelopment of 
Metro property, Jenks said.
 “With WMATA, we had 
come up with a good way of 
working through the Royal 
Street process,” he said. “This 
hybrid process was never done 
before. They agreed to it and 
things are going to smoothly.”
 Wall hopes to turn to the pri-
vate sector for proposals by La-
bor Day. Before then, though, 
officials will determine what 
the transit network’s transporta-
tion needs are at the site.
 Even after a proposal for 
the site has been settled upon 
— a process expected to take 
four or five months — a rede-

veloped Braddock Road Metro 
station will remain a few years 
off, Wall said. The final stretch 
would see the anointed proposi-
tion go through the city’s plan-
ning procedure. 
 “We would have to go 
through that formal process 
with the city,” Wall said. “We 
endeavor to have a completed 
development agreement in a 
year or two and then it’s a mat-
ter of going through a local 
planning process. It’s probably 
a couple of years away.”
 Redeveloping the Brad-
dock Road station will be noth-
ing new for Metro, which has 
sought to exploit the land it 
secured for the transit system 
almost since its inception. Wall 
points to the Ballston and Farra-
gut North stations as examples 
of Metro’s past work.
 And, after a temporary drop 
in demand, interest in redevel-
opment has grown in recent 
years. 
 “The recent push is more 
due to economic conditions 
than anything else,” Wall said. 
“The last few years have been 
very slow, just due to general 
market conditions. With things 
now accelerating in terms 
of housing development and 
housing demand … we’re tak-
ing advantage of that to try and 
stimulate joint developments 
on our sites.”

On the track to redevelopment

BU
RK

E’S
 ON THE BALL!

There is no monthly fee for a Convenient Checking Account; minimum deposit to open $25. There are no fees for transactions 
made at ATMs in the United States with a Burke & Herbert Bank Visa® Debit Card attached to a personal checking, savings or 
money market account. ©2014 Burke & Herbert Bank

Free ATMs 
across America
with Convenient Checking

Burke goes 
to bat against
ATM fees!
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photo/derrick perkinS
A traveler heads into the Braddock Road Metro station, which is one 
of four in the rail network slated for redevelopment. City officials are 
working with their counterparts at Metro to bring more retail and office 
space to the neighborhood. The future site also could include a hotel. 
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job seekers to divulge past con-
victions in the first step of the 
hiring process makes it much 
more difficult for otherwise-
qualified candidates to land 
interviews, much less employ-
ment offers. And chronic unem-
ployment is a leading cause of 
recidivism.
 Under Alexandria’s updated 
policy, city hiring managers 
will not ask about prior criminal 
convictions — in most cases — 
until they conduct a background 
check of a prospective employ-
ee. Officials still will ask about 
previous convictions for public 
safety jobs and positions requir-
ing interaction with children or 
other vulnerable populations.
 “We know for sure that if 
you’ve got criminal convic-

tions, 99 percent of the time 
you won’t be able to be a police 
officer, so why wait until the 
end of the process to do that?” 
Young argued. “But there are 
many, many more jobs in the 
city where that’s not a neces-
sary piece of information on the 
front end.”
 Young said including a prior 
convictions question in job ap-
plications provides an easy way 
for employers to eliminate can-
didates without ever examining 
their qualifications. It also can 
act as a deterrent, keeping ex-
offenders from applying in the 
first place.
 “They might say, ‘Oh, I 
have this conviction, so why 
even apply?’” Young said. “’I 
know they won’t give me a 
chance.’”
 Mayor Bill Euille applaud-
ed Young’s efforts to make the 
hiring process more equitable 

for individuals trying to stay 
on the straight and narrow.
 “It’s important for folks to 
know that, if they apply for 
city positions and have a prior 
conviction, that won’t be held 
against them,” he said. “At 
least this way it gets these folks 
the opportunity to get in the 
door to be interviewed.”

 Young said he has seen first 
hand the struggles that ex-of-
fenders face finding employ-
ment.
 “I have a colleague who is 
in his 30s now, but when he 
was 19, he had a felony charge 
and conviction for getting into 
a fight,” he said. “Since then, 
he’s been a stellar individual, 

and although he has a job now, 
he was looking for a different 
one, and it dogged him.
 “A lot of people just write 
you off when they find out 
about [a prior conviction], so 
it was a real issue for him to 
even feel comfortable apply-
ing to jobs and feel like [he 
would] get a fair shake.”

Not A Member? Not A Problem!
Students, family members, faculty, and sta� of
Alexandria City Public Schools can join.
It’s easy and convenient to bank with CommonWealth One.

Open an account online at cofcu.org or call (703) 823-5211.

Community

Saturday, May 3
9am - 2pm

4875 Eisenhower Ave, Alexandria 

Shred Your Personal Documents For FREE
Plus, enjoy free food, giveaways, and fun family activities!

Enter to win tickets to a Nationals game! 

Documents will be shredded on-site.
Materials with paperclips and staples are permitted, but

three-ring binders and binder clips cannot go through the shredder.

SHRED DAY

hiring practicEs 
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Democratic nomination in the 
June 10 primary are Alexan-
dria Planning Commissioner 
Derek Hyra, businessman 
Satish Korpe, radio show host 
Mark Levine and former U.S. 
Air Force pilot Bruce Shuttle-
worth. Delegates Alfonso Lo-
pez and Mark Sickles dropped 
out of the race in recent weeks, 
and businesswoman Nancy 
Najarian did not make the pri-
mary ballot. She is challenging 
that decision.
 Geoff Skelley, a veteran 
analyst with the University of 
Virginia’s Center for Politics, 
said Beyer’s massive war chest 
is a huge advantage, and sug-
gests he could afford television 
ads where others cannot.
 “That could be helpful, es-
pecially in a low-turnout elec-
tion, just to get more name 
recognition,” Skelley said. 
“[But] in a race like this it’s 
kind of difficult to get a read 
on it. It’s been a while since 
he’s been in the political mix.”

 On the Republican side, 
Alexandria Army veteran 
Dennis Bartow, Marine Corps 
veteran and political con-
sultant Micah Edmond and 
former Texas state lawmaker 
Paul Haring have thrown their 
hats in for consideration in the 
party’s convention process. 
 Army veteran Jeffrey Car-
son is running as the lone Lib-
ertarian candidate.
 Skelley said that with ini-
tial campaign filings on the 
books, voters could see many 
candidates drop out in the 
coming weeks. But even if 
only five of the major candi-
dates remain in the race until 
June, the winner could sail to 
the general election by win-
ning over as little as a quarter 
of Democratic voters.
 “With Beyer being listed 
first on the ballot and his mon-
etary advantage, if there is a 
favorite, it would be him,” he 
said. “But given you still have 
so many candidates and the 
vote can be split in so many 
ways, it’s still a very unpre-
dictable environment.”
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Poster Sponsored By:  American Advertising Distributors of Northern Virginia

www.alexandriava.gov/Earthday  •  www.alexandriava.gov  •  Events Hotline: 703.746.5592
facebook.com/RPCAAlexandriaVA  •  twitter.com/RPCA_AlexVA

*Rain Site:  Samuel W. Tucker Elementary School, 435 Ferdinand Day Dr.*

ALEXANDRIA 
EARTH DAY

SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2014
BEN BRENMAN PARK | 4800 BRENMAN PARK DRIVE

10 A.M. — 2 P.M.

Let’s Make Banking 
Fun for Everyone

You know us. We know you. Our team of Erik, Ted, 
Charlie and Pam has been serving the personal 

and business banking needs of Alexandrians for 
generations. Being friendly and helpful is natural for 
this dynamic foursome. Stop by our new branch and 

let us show you why so many others have made John 
Marshall Bank their bank. We make banking fun.   

640 Franklin Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-289-5950
JohnMarshallBank.com

Alexandria Branch Grand Opening!

ACT NOW!
Open a “Grand Opening” Money Market Account between $2,500  
to $250,000 in new money with John Marshall Bank and earn up to

*APY is annual percentage yield. APY is quoted with an average daily balance of $2,500 or more as of November 
18, 2013 and is subject to change at any time after June 30, 2014. If the average daily balance falls below $2,500, 
APY will be .50%. The APY of 1.0% applies only to balances of $2,500 or more up to a maximum of $250,000. The 
APY on balances of more than $250,000 will be .50%. Fees may reduce earnings on this account. Withdrawals of 
more than six (6) per month are subject to a $10.00 excess transaction fee. If the average daily balance in the related 
checking or interest checking account opened with this account falls below $1,000, we reserve the right to convert 
this account to a regular John Marshall Bank Money Market Account. This is a limited time offer and the availability 
of this account may be withdrawn at any time without notice.

1%
APY*

For more details or to open an account, call or stop by today.

To qualify for this special rate simply open 
a new John Marshall Checking or Interest 
Checking Account with $1,000 or more.

M e m b e r

Civil liberties activist 
questions legitimacy, 
legality of police practice

By Kathryn Watson 

 

 The widespread use of au-
tomatic license plate reader 
technology by local police de-
partments is not only unsettling 
— it’s unconstitutional, one 
civil liberties advocate argues.
 “One problem is it bypasses 
the Fourth Amendment,” said 
John Whitehead, president of 
the Charlottesville-based, civ-
il-liberties-focused Rutherford 
Institute.
 Automatic license plate 
readers can capture the date, 
time and exact location of a 
vehicle — for up to 1,800 ve-
hicles per minute. That data 

goes to a central database that 
can match DMV records and 
other locations where that li-
cense plate was also captured 
on camera.
 The Fourth Amendment 
prohibits unreasonable search 
and seizure, requiring a war-
rant. It’s the same argument 
used against the National Se-
curity Agency spy program.
 “The Fourth Amendment 
is really clear that you’re sup-
posed to have probable cause 
before you do that,” Whitehead 
said.
 The Fourth Amendment 
isn’t the only amendment right 
that ALPRs threaten, White-
head said. The technology 
might make people uncom-
fortable to exercise their First 
Amendment rights if license 

plate information is collected 
at political rallies, for example.
 It doesn’t help quell fears 
the Virginia State Police cap-
tured license plate images 
of people at political events 
for Sarah Palin and President 
Barack Obama. Such surveil-
lance could trouble a private 
citizen who needs to see a psy-
chiatrist, or a politician with an 
alcohol problem who wants to 
seek help, Whitehead said.
 “It could be used against 
you later,” Whitehead said.
 ALPR use stretches far be-
yond the Old Dominion’s bor-
ders. In a national survey by 
the Police Executive Research 
Forum, 71 percent of police 
agencies reported using license 
plate reader technology, while 
85 percent said they planned to 
increase their usage of it.
 Police argue ALPRs help 
solve crimes, and they have. 
Still, the percentage of serious 
crimes per scanned licenses is 
low. For every million licenses 

scanned in neighboring Mary-
land, only 47 were potentially 
associated with serious crimes, 
according to the American Civ-
il Liberties Union.
 “You’re doing surveillance 
of innocent citizens,” White-
head said.
 The use of ALPR technol-
ogy is just one aspect of what 
Whitehead calls the “police 
state.” That’s what his new 
book — “A Government of 
Wolves: The Emerging Amer-
ican Police State” — is all 
about.
 Changing the status quo re-
quires a riled-up grassroots ef-
fort that starts at the local level, 
and expands to government at 

all levels, he said.
 “Go to your local city coun-
cil, argue for them to ask for 
a resolution asking their local 
congressman to get their act 
together and follow the Fourth 
Amendment,” Whitehead said.
 Whitehead said state law-
makers can intervene in the 
surveillance system, and 
an appetite for data privacy 
seems to be growing within 
the General Assembly.

Kathryn Watson is an investi-
gative reporter for Watchdog.

org, and can be reached at 
kwatson@watchdog.org, or on 

Twitter @kathrynw5.

Putting license plate readers 
to the constitutional test

fiLe photo
Many local law enforcement agencies use license plate readers to 
identify and track private vehicles. While supporters argue the tech-
nology is legal and gives police an edge over criminals, critics consider 
it an invasion of privacy and possibly unconstitutional.
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Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come 

to call the Hermitage home—the chance to 
experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities.  Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 
dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, and an 
overall feeling of caring and security that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h

Call  
703-797-3814  

to schedule  
a tour of our 
beautifully 
appointed 

apartments. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  

port City readies  
for anniversary  
of British occupation

By JorDan Wright 

 

 Two centuries have passed 
since the Royal Navy last in-
vaded the Port City, but this 
time they’ll be here by invita-
tion.  
 You might think that after 
putting the Capitol and Ex-
ecutive Mansion to the torch 
and then sacking Alexandria, 
residents and city officials 
wouldn’t be particularly ready 
to roll out the red carpet and 
hoist up the Union Jack. But a 
lot can change in 200 years.
 “[This effort] really com-
memorates two things,” said 
resident Peter Pennington, who 
is helping organize events to 
observe the anniversary of Al-
exandria’s brush with the War 
of 1812. “The [war], which 
was vital to the founding of the 
U.S. as one country, and, sec-
ondly, the fact that enemies can 
become the firmest of friends.”
 Though Alexandria’s quick 
capitulation to the invading 
British earned the city derision 
in 1814, modern residents can 
look back on the surrender more 
favorably. The decision by the 
Alexandria Common Council 
to grant the marauders free rein 
to clear the city of its supply of 
spirits, tobacco, armaments and 
merchandise likely spared Old 
Town the same fate as its neigh-
bor to the north.
 Apothecary owner Edward 
Stabler, whose pharmacy still 

stands, described the surprise 
incursion like this: “Their 
conduct was respectful and 
decorous; and instead of that 
exultation and triumph which 
expands the heart of a soldier 
when he encounters and over-
comes a force like his own, 
these [men] were evidently de-
jected and adverse to what they 
were doing.”
 But they are not entirely off 
the hook. Ever since last De-
cember, when an invitational 
challenge from Mayor Bill 
Euille was tendered to the Roy-
al Navy, the city has been plan-
ning myriad activities. To kick 
off Alexandria’s bicentennial 
commemoration of the War of 
1812, organizers are holding 
a film gala in the restored Old 
Town Theater.  
 The fundraiser — a portion 
of the proceeds will go to the 
Wounded Warrior Project and 
its British equivalent, Help 
for Heroes — will begin with 
a cocktail reception to be fol-
lowed by a screening of “Mas-
ter and Commander: The Far 
Side of the World” starring 
Russell Crowe. A pre-screen-
ing discussion will include 
a talk by Kyle Dalton, who 
worked on the HMS Surprise, 
the replica 18th century frigate 
used in the movie.  
 Special guest Brendan 
O’Toole, a veteran and T.C. 
Williams’ graduate who re-
cently ran 3,600 miles across 
the country to raise funds for 
wounded service members, 
will speak about the charity. 
Costumes from the film and 

naval artifacts from the period 
provided by local museums 
also will be on display.
 The spring and summer will 
be marked by lectures spon-
sored by the Alexandria His-
torical Society, boat tours on 

the Potomac and living history 
events. It all culminates with a 
large outdoor festival on the fi-
nal weekend in August, which 
will feature a cricket match and 
a yacht race up the Potomac 
River.

To purchase tickets to the film 
gala visit https://shop.alexan-

driava.gov. For information 
on all other events go to www.

visitalexandriava.com/1812. 

British to take Alexandria by storm — again

iMaGe//Library of conGreSS 
The satirical caricature above, drawn by noted political cartoonist Wil-
liam Charles, mocked Alexandria’s leaders for so quickly surrendering 
to the invading British forces in 1814, but their action likely saved Old 
Town from destruction.
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Outpouring of donations 
during Spring2ACTion 
surpasses expectations 

By DErricK pErKins

 

 It was never a given, but as 
ACT for Alexandria’s annual 
online fundraiser approached, 
John Porter felt confident that 
the group would hit its goal of 
collecting at least $1 million.
 More than 5,000 people 
participated in Spring2ACTion 
— the name given to the 24-
hour event — the year prior, 

raising a combined $659,591. 
But ACT’s leaders, Porter 
included, thought the group 
could do better. 
 Aiming for $1 million did 
give Porter pause — at first.
 “You never know with 
these things, but you always 
hope,” said Porter, executive 
director of ACT. “When we 
first set [the goal of raising 
$1 million] last year, I kind of 
gulped a little bit. But as the 
year progressed and as we ap-
proached it, you could just feel 
the buzz, feel the talk around 
town being much [more] than 

in past years.”
 His optimism proved well 
founded. When the deadline 
passed last week, the group had 
helped collect $1,031,282 for 
121 local nonprofit organiza-
tions. More than 7,500 people 
participated in the fundraiser.
 While ACT oversees the 
event, donors can give to one 
or more area organizations of 
their choice during the 24-hour 
period. ACT awards monetary 
prizes to groups that meet cer-
tain benchmarks and this year 
local businesses got in on the 
action, with restaurants and 
boutiques donating a portion of 
their sales to the effort.
 The top performers in 
dollars raised were Casa 
Chirilagua, RunningBrooke, 
the Matthew Maury Elemen-
tary School PTA, King Street 
Cats and the Alexandria Soc-
cer Association. 
 While Porter heard from a 
few people frustrated at being 
overwhelmed by the annual 
informational and market-
ing campaign leading up the 

event, most people grasp what 
Spring2ACTion is all about 
and how much it means to the 
community, he said. 
 “We usually hear from a 
couple of people who say, 
‘I’ve gotten too many emails 
now — stop, stop, stop.’ I 
think that’s a very small per-
centage of people. Most are 
very understanding of what 
we’re trying to do,” Porter 
said. “[They understand] the 

importance of this for the non-
profits, particularly when they 
understand the tightness of the 
budgets, both with the non-
profits and for city services.”
 Event organizers have not 
yet set a goal for next year. Por-
ter, who credited his team for 
last week’s stunning success, 
said they planned to analyze 
this year’s effort and look for 
ways to improve in the future.   
 “Stay tuned,” he said.

More than $1M raised in annual day of giving

Call Us today at 571-312-7345

424 S. Washington St., Alexandria, VA  

cosmetichearingsolutions.com     

New Product reveal
 NEW hearing aid not only has news outlets from CNN to Singapore 

talking, it also recently made an appearance on Late Night television!  

Claimed to be the world's smartest hearing aid with superior sound 
experience & setting new performance standards.  

come in to the office & find out  
what the buzz is all about!

iMaGe/act for aLexandria
More than 7,500 people participated in Spring2ACTion this year, rais-
ing over $1 million. The annual online fundraiser benefited 121 local 
nonprofits. 

703.739.0001
What can the times do for you?

We had great success  
with the February ad.

- GiGi T. Williams, Buyer
House of JonLei Atelier

Bridal  
Directory
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Chastised restaurateur 
gets permission  
to erect awnings  

By Erich WagnEr

 

 City councilors last week-
end gave owners of the popu-
lar Landini Brothers Res-
taurant permission to shade 
patrons eating outside, but 
not before giving the owner a 
stern talking-to.
 Awnings went up on the 
100-block of King St. restau-
rant’s sidewalk patio last sum-
mer, but the owners neglected 
to get prior approval from city 
planners or preservationists. 
City staff cited Landini’s for 
its infraction and the awnings 
came down.
 But after earning city coun-
cil’s blessing this past Satur-
day, the restaurant can erect 
three five-and-a-half foot aw-

nings along its patio.
 Before the 7-0 vote to ap-
prove the awning proposal, 
Mayor Bill Euille disclosed 
that he had received a cam-
paign donation from an in-
vestor in the restaurant, al-
though he did not abstain 
from voting.
 City Councilor Paul 
Smedberg stressed that while 
Landini’s is quite popular, it 
is not above the law. Though 
co-owner Noe Landini was 
on hand to discuss the pro-
posal, Smedberg directed his 
concerns to city staff.
 “There are rules that we 
have here that our businesses 
have to follow,” Smedberg 
told staff. “Do you think the 
applicant understands that?”
 City planner Nathan Ran-
dall said that following the 
citation, the Landini brothers 
worked extensively to craft 

a plan acceptable for the res-
taurant and city staff. The sib-
lings are cognizant of how to 
move forward with such pro-
posals in the future, he said. 
 “I think after several con-
versations with the applicant 
… he understands that,” Ran-
dall said. “The applicant did 
go through several processes 
to get this [project] approved.”
 But Smedberg wasn’t fin-
ished. He reminded Landini 
that it’s important that busi-
nesses follow the proper pro-
cesses when seeking permits, 
particularly existing estab-
lishments.
 “Mr. Landini, you have a 
successful business,” he said. 
“It’s your responsibility to be 
a good corporate neighbor of 
the city and follow the rules.”
 “Understood,” Landini re-
sponded, his only utterance 
throughout the hearing.

Lost Dog Cafe sparks 
debate over sale of 
single bottles of alcohol

By Erich WagnEr

 

 The arrival of the popular 
Northern Virginia restaurant 
chain Lost Dog Cafe in the 
Port City has officials recon-
sidering regulations on the 
sale of single bottles of al-
cohol in the fast-gentrifying 
neighborhood around the 
Braddock Road Metro station.
 City councilors gave the 
pizza and sandwich-focused 
restaurant the go-ahead to 
move onto the 800 block of N. 
Henry St. last weekend, but 
its request to deliver alcohol 
alongside meals sparked a bit 
of regulatory consternation. 
Restaurants and convenience 
stores in the area are banned 
from selling single alcoholic 
beverages of a certain size for 
off-site consumption.
 Duncan Blair, an attorney 
representing the cafe, said the 
rule governing single-bever-
age sales targets the wrong 
types of alcohol. And it has a 
very large loophole, he said.
 “It’s ironic that the prohi-
bition against 20 ounce beers 
for sale precludes expensive 
— foreign and domestic — 
craft beers, whereas the inclu-
sion and permission of [bot-
tles] over 40 [ounces] allows 
much cheaper beer and wine 
to be sold in quart bottles,” 
Blair said. “That was the con-
cern, to prevent litter and pub-
lic drinking, and those issues 
are not associated with this 
concept.”
 Planning staff confirmed 
during last weekend’s hearing 
that they will re-examine the 
regulations governing sales 
of single bottles of alcoholic 
beverages to better target 
products associated with so-
called “nuisance crimes.” City 
Councilor Paul Smedberg said 
there is a clear distinction be-
tween gourmet restaurants’ 

beer lists and the alcoholic 
beverages offered at many 
convenience stores.
 “I, personally, think we 
need to take a look at it, al-
though we don’t need to spend 
a whole lot of time doing it,” 
Smedberg said. “There’s a dif-
ference between an establish-
ment like this and others. … 
I do not see this Lost Dog as 
the same as, say, a 7-Eleven 
or a convenience mart at a gas 
station. To me those are two 
totally different things.”
 And Judy Noritake, who 
lives in a neighboring apart-
ment complex, said easing 
restrictions on craft beer sales 
would boost the city’s bur-
geoning microbrewery indus-
try.
 “In addition to trying to 
catch up with craft brewing 
that’s really catching fire in 
this country, we don’t even 
address the trend in hard ci-
ders,” Noritake said. “[Cider 
is] something that when the 
weather gets to be like this, 
that’s where I go first.  It just 
points out we need to update 
our policies so we are help-
ing those small craft brewers, 
even the ones in our own com-
munity.”

More than $1M raised in annual day of giving Shady dealings Bottles up

Tchoupitoulas is a fine furnishings 
store located in Old Town Alexandria, 
which specializes in designing 
interiors to reflect our clients’ unique 
aesthetic. We like to call it “Tradition 
with a Twist”.

Visit us at Tchoupitoulas  
(CHOP-uh-TOO-lis) where  
you’ll see New Orleans traditions 
reflected in everything from  
heirloom quality pieces to fun 
accessories to jazz up any space!

It is our pleasure to offer 10% off 
to Active Duty and Retired US 
Military on every purchase.

new summer hours!

Monday - Friday, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Sunday, 12:00pm to 5:00pm 

210 N. Lee Street ~ Alexandria ~ 703-299-0145  •  www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

i do not 
see this 

lost Dog [cafe] as 
the same as, say, 
a 7-Eleven or a 
convenience mart 
at a gas station. 
to me those 
are two totally 
different things.”

- paul smedberg 
city councilor
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‘The Thousandth Night’ 
falls apart despite  
promising premise

By JorDan Wright

 How would you like to be a 
French gendarme?  
 In Carol Wolf’s whirligig 
play “The Thousandth Night,” 
the audience stands in for one 
dealing with our protagonist, 
Guy de Bonheur, a hapless 
Frenchman separated from a 
roving troupe of performers 
and caught up in the chaos of 
World War II and the Nazi oc-
cupation of France. It is 1943 
and, at a train station 50 miles 
outside of Paris, de Bonheur is 
alone, having lost his fellow 
performers to the streets and 
death camps.  
 He is fighting for his life, 
trying to convince the local 
constabulary to let him board 
a train to spirit him away from 
Nazi harassments and the ul-
timate penalty — a trip to a 
death camp. De Bonheur car-
ries a single suitcase filled with 
the troupe’s props.
 The premise of this Metro-
Stage play is promising. Our 
hero must convince the con-
stabulary that he is a harmless 
actor — a man whose life’s 
work only is to entertain. But 
the Third Reich’s enforcers 
call his work subversive and 
consider him a saboteur.  
 To convince them other-
wise — and gain his freedom 
— he re-enacts the troupe’s 
innocent performances to his 
captors in hopes they will not 
turn him over. To this end the 
actor takes on 38 roles in a se-
ries of plays drawn from “The 
Arabian Nights: Tales From a 
Thousand and One Nights.”
 As de Bonheur (Marcus 

Kyd) segues between roles, he 
dons different hats and scarves 
to represent different charac-
ters. Unfortunately, the pathos 
of the play is overshadowed by 
schtick and campy banalities 
— talking hats as puppets and 
women speaking with a swishy 
effeminacy.
 The only drama comes 
when a series of trains arrives 
at the station with SS officers 
hunting for saboteurs. Other-
wise, the stories are stale and 
the characters trivialized. They 
are filled with goofy genies, 
doomed lovers and feisty sul-
tans. Kyd tries his damnedest 
to pull it off, but it just doesn’t 
work.
 Not even James Kronzer’s 
spectacular set (a full-stage 
train station replete with dusty 
windows and period architec-
ture), Alexander Keen’s clever 
lighting or Robert Garner’s 
electrifying sound design can 
bail this one out.

“The Thousandth Night” runs 
through May 18 at MetroStage, 
1201 N. Royal St., Alexandria. 

For tickets and information 
visit www.metrostage.org.

scEnE arounD toWn

A night to forget

courteSy photo
Marcus Kyd stars as Guy de Bonheur, a French actor struggling to escape from Nazi-occupied France, 
in MetroStage’s production of “The Thousandth Night.” Try as he might, Kyd cannot save the production 
from its camp and schtick. 

[The] stories 
are stale 

and the characters 
trivialized. They are 
filled with goofy 
genies, doomed 
lovers and feisty 
sultans. Kyd tries 
his damnedest to 
pull it off, but it just 
doesn’t work.”

alextimes.com
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now to april 30

RESTAURANT EVE BIRTHDAY 
BASH In honor of its 10th anniver-
sary, Restaurant Eve will provide a free 
seven-course tasting meal for any guest 
celebrating their birthday in April. Reser-
vations for the promotion must be called 
in to the restaurant and celebrators 
must bring a gift or check for the Animal 
Welfare League of Alexandria. Limit one 
free meal per table.
Time: 5:30 to 10 p.m., Monday through 
Wednesday
Location: Restaurant Eve, 110 S. Pitt 
St.
Information: 703-706-0450 or www.
restauranteve.com

now to May 5

POP ART EXHIBIT The Art League 
hosts an exhibit celebrating the pop art 
movement, featuring works by local art-
ists. The exhibitors were encouraged to 
incorporate household items, consumer 
goods and mass media in their works.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Tuesdays, noon to 6 p.m. Sundays
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 105 N. 
Union St., studio 21
Information: 703-683-1780 or www.
theartleague.org

SWAY An exhibition of botanical fiber 
sculptures by artist Natalie Shudt. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Thursdays, noon to 6 p.m. Sundays
Location: The Art League, 105 N. 
Union St., Studio 21
Information: 703-683-1780 or www.
theartleague.org

now to May 11

SOUND OF BUTTERFLY Artist 
Soomin Ham presents a photography 
exhibit of her latest work. Opening recep-
tion is 2 to 4 p.m. on April 6.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 1 to 9 p.m. 
Thursdays
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 105 N. 
Union St. Studio 312 
Information: 703-683-2205

now to June 30

BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD 
EXHIBITION From 1862 to 1865, the 
Lee-Fendall House served as a Union 
hospital under the direction of chief sur-
geon Edwin Bentley during the occupa-
tion of Alexandria. The exhibit will be set 
up as a hospital room with medicines on 
display. An intricate diorama of miniature 
figures will depict how wounded soldiers 
were transported from the battlefield to 
house hospitals.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday and 1 to 4 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: The Lee-Fendall House, 614 

Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or www.
leefendallhouse.org

now to august 31

SIT DOWN AND TAKE A STAND: 
THE SAMUEL W. TUCKER 
EXHIBITION This new exhibition 
focuses on the life of famed civil rights 
attorney Samuel Wilbert Tucker and the 
historic 1939 sit-in at a city library. This 
exhibition is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356 or www.
alexandriava.gov/blackhistory

now to september 26

BASEBALL BOAT TO NATION-
ALS PARK Take a Potomac Riverboat 
Company ferry across the Potomac River 
to catch the Washington Nationals at 80 
percent of home games. Tickets are $15 
one way or $25 for a round trip.
Time: Various
Location: Alexandria Marina, 1 Cam-
eron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or www.
baseballboat.com

april 17

PUBLIC SAFETY VALOR 
AWARDS The Alexandria Chamber 
of Commerce and Inova Alexandria 
Hospital host its annual ceremony hon-
ors local public safety officials for their 
lifesaving efforts. Admission is $65.
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Crowne Plaza, 901 N. Fairfax 
St.
Information: www.alexchamber.com

april 18 – 20

LEE-FENDALL HOUSE EASTER 
EGG HUNT The Lee-Fendall House 
Museum’s gardens will open for the 
15th annual edition of its famed easter 
egg hunt. Children 12 and under are 
welcome. Admission is $12 for children, 
$5 for adults.
Time: Various
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum 
& Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or www.
leefendallhouse.org

april 19

THE NATTY BEAUX Get down to 
the tunes of the self-proclaimed “world’s 
most dangerous swing band.”
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: The Old Town Theater, 815 
1/2 King St.
Information: 703-884-1040 or www.
theoldtowntheater.com

BEER DINNER Chadwicks hosts the 
penultimate iteration of its popular beer 
dinner series, this month featuring the 
Pennsylvania-based Victory Brewing 
Company.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Chadwicks, 203 The Strand
Information: 703-836-4442 or www.
chadwicksrestaurants.com

EASTER EGG HUNT The Fountains 
at Washington House hosts its annual 
egg hunt for families. Advanced registra-
tion is required.

Time: 11 a.m.
Location: The Fountains at Washington 
House, 5100 Fillmore Ave.
Information: 703-845-5000

april 23

HEALTH AND FITNESS FOR 
SENIORS Local experts will provide 
valuable information, workshops and 
demonstrations on keeping fit as one 
ages.
Time: 9:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Nannie J. Lee Center, 1108 

Jefferson St.
Information: 703-836-4414 or www.
seniorservicesalex.org

HISTORY AWARDS The Alexandria 
Historical Society will host its fourth 
annual awards ceremony. Among the 
honorees this year will be Steve Vogel, 
for his book “Through the Perilous Flight” 
and Mary Ruth Coleman for her work in 
restoring the Carlyle House.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.

Information: 703-461-3310 or www.
alexandriahistorical.org

HUMAN TRAFFICKING SUMMIT 
The Arlington chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha sorority hosts a discussion of hu-
man trafficking featuring the short film, 
“Not for Sale.”
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel, 901 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.aka-zco.org

SEE calEnDar | 32

calEnDar  

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com. 
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MacArthur students raise money  
to fight blood cancer

SSSAS art students 
win awards

Ireton choir participates  
in Cherry Blossom parade

 The Douglas MacArthur 
Elementary School community 
collected $5,200 earlier this 
year in the Pennies for Patients 
program, benefiting the Leuke-
mia & Lymphoma Society. The 
school has raised $21,300 over 
the past four years through the 
program.  

 The top fundraising classes 
were Mrs. Davidson’s third 
grade class and Mrs. Holland’s 
second grade class.  They do-
nated over $360 to help in the 
fight against blood cancer. 
 “I am so proud of our 
school community,” said Mat-
thew Holland, Student Council 
Association sponsor at Doug-
las MacArthur Elementary. 
“When we all team together, 
anything is possible. Our stu-

dents, staff, and parents did a 
great job of giving selflessly to 
help children and others bat-
tling blood cancer.” 
 Leukemia is the most com-
mon cancer in children and 
young adults less than 20 years 
old. More than one million 
Americans are living with or in 
remission from a blood cancer, 
and every four minutes, some-
one is newly diagnosed with 
the disease. 

 Two St. Stephen’s & St. 
Agnes School seniors earned 
national recognition in the 
2014 Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards. Avery Donahoe  re-
ceived a silver medal for her 
drawing “Afternoon Light” and 
Sophie Reardon received a sil-
ver medal for her painting “La 
Tour Eiffel.” These two stu-
dents have been identified by 
panels of creative profession-
als as among the most talented 
young artists in the nation. 
 The Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers partners 
with Scholastic each year to 
identify teenagers with excep-

tional artistic and literary tal-
ent and bring their work to a 
national audience. Since 1923, 
the Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards has grown to be the 
longest-running, most presti-
gious recognition program for 
creative teens in the U.S. This 
year, almost 255,000 works of 
art and writing were submit-
ted. Only one percent of the 
submissions were recognized 
at the national level. 
 Donahoe and Reardon have 
been invited to attend a nation-
al ceremony at Carnegie Hall 
on Friday, June 6, which will 
be webcast live at 6 p.m. 

 The Bishop Ireton High 
School Men and Women’s 
choir performed with the Na-
tional Youth Choir Saturday at 
the Cherry Blossom Festival 
and Parade in Washington, D.C. 
 The youth choir consists 

of approximately 775 students 
from across the country. They 
sang on the steps of the Nation-
al Archives, and then marched 
in the parade. The students sang 
and danced to the songs “Danc-
ing in the Streets” and “Shout!”

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM EDUCATION  
SECTION

courteSy photo

courteSy photo

Browne Academy held its annual 
seventh grade science fair last 
month. The students created 
projects that showcased their 
hypothesis, research, find-
ings and scientific process.  
The topics included physics, 
chemistry, botany, microbiol-
ogy, psychology, technology and 
earth science.  Pictured above is 
Valentina Selnick-Escobar with 
“Germination in the Dark—Seed 
Growth Under Varying Degrees 
of Light.” 

courteSy photo

Fr. Daniel Gee, Principal Mary 
Pat Schlickenmaer, and Sister 
Theresa McCrossen, S.S.J. are 
shown with Emma Prabaharan 
and Esmeralda Chavez, who 
won the state competition for 
their grade levels in Zaner-Blos-
er’s National Handwriting Con-
test.  Prabaharan and Chavez 
were presented with medals 
from Zaner-Bloser, and Sister 
McCrossen was presented with 
two crystal teacher awards for 
her outstanding handwriting 
instruction. The girls will now 
compete in the national level of 
the competition.

courteSy photo

ACDS Fourth graders present 
Circus Olympus during the 
school’s annual Festival of 
Learning. This year’s theme 
was mythology, and students 
learned about Native American, 
African American, Nepalese and 
Greek legends and myths.

Alexandria Country  
Day School 

Saint rita  
Catholic School 

Browne  
Academy

Register Today!   Visit Us at  abbeyadventures.org

Summer Programs for Boys & Girls
at St. Anselm’s Abbey School

Academics: Robotics, Programming, Latin, English, Algebra, Study Skills
Athletics: Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Karate     Before and After Care Available

Full-Day Programs from $215/week - 40-Acre Campus in Washington, DC - Low Camper/Teacher Ratio

Abbey
Adventures
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~ Budding Scientists ~  
~ Picasso Protégés ~  

~ Environmental Enthusiasts ~  
~ Curious Cooks & Crafters ~

www.nestars.net
northeaststarsmontessori.nes@gmail.com

703.945.0408

Alexandria – Arlington – Capitol Hill 

A PrivAte Montessori Preschool

Arlington Campus
(Mt. olive Baptist church) 

1601 s. 13th rd.
Arlington, vA 22204

DC Campus 
(Purity Baptist church capitol hill)

1325 Maryland Ave ne
Washington, Dc 20002

Alexandria Campus 
(old towne by trader Joe's)

688 n st. Asaph st.
Alexandria, vA 22314

ExplorE thE World With Us!
Energetic young explorers will journey through the 

culture and lifestyle of South America, Northern 
Africa, and Northern Europe. 

Creative Cooking & Crafting  
Hands–on Science Experiments 

Music & Movement 
Outdoor Exploration

Math | Science | Reading  
Writing | Language |   

Character Development

Now ENrolliNg  
for the  

2014-2015  
School Year 

Ages: 30 months to 6 years old 
June 23 – August 22 

$300 per One-Week Session
Monday-Friday, 8:30am – 3:00pm 

After care, 3:00pm – 6:00pm (additional fee)

2014 sUmmEr Camp 
CastiNG Call: 

Schedule  
an observation 

today! 
See for yourself how  
our certified teachers 
use a child-centered  

approach to 
kindergarten readiness.

Every day of our week-long camp, campers will learn what it was like 
living in the 18th century by wearing colonial clothing and exploring the 
past through games, cooking, simulated archaeology digs, scavenger 

hunts, and much more! Campers will also enjoy field trips to local 
attractions, including a day trip to George Washington’s Mount Vernon!

2014 Camp Carlyle

Do you love history?
Then you’ll love Camp Carlyle! Registration  

is open !
Camp SeSSionS

July 7-11, July 21-25 
and August 4-8

9a.m. - 3p.m. Daily

Carlyle House  
Historic Park

121 N. Fairfax St
Alexandria, VA 22314

Please contact our Camp Director Vanessa Herndon at 703-549-2997 or vherndon@nvrpa.org
for more information on how you can live a part of the past!

T.C. Williams teacher 
and student honored
 T.C. Williams High School 
teacher Amy Creed and senior 
Nancy Martinez were honored 
during the 34th Annual Sa-
lute to Women Awards, held 
last month at the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. Creed, 
who received the Making a 
Difference Award, and Marti-
nez, who received the Youth 
Community Services Award, 
were among 10 honorees the 
Alexandria Commission for 
Women recognized for their 
accomplishments in civic life 
and for their contributions to 
the well-being of Alexandria 
women and girls.
 Creed received the award 
for her many contributions to 
Space of Her Own (SOHO), 
an organization that uses men-
torship and arts instruction to 
provide  girls with social, emo-
tional, academic and creative 
enrichment. 
 Creed, in her 11th year 
with ACPS, previously taught 
at George Washington Mid-
dle School for six years and 
Francis C. Hammond Middle 
School for four years, special-
izing in working with children 
who have emotional and be-
havioral disabilities, learning 
disabilities and autism. She 

currently teaches the AVID 
(advancement via individual 
determination) 10 class, a col-
lege readiness program that 
helps close the achievement 
gap to make the college dream 
accessible to all. She also 
teaches personal finance.
 Martinez has served for the 
past four years on the Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention Co-
alition of Alexandria (SAPCA) 
board. Annually, she serves as 
an emcee for Project Sticker 
Shock, a program where teams 
of teens and adults go to alco-
hol retailers to label alcohol 
with “STOP” stickers to re-
mind adults that purchasing 
alcohol for minors is illegal. 
She also serves as a facilitator 
for the Kids are Terrific (KAT) 
Camp, where she teaches chil-
dren about the dangers of alco-
hol, drugs and tobacco. 
  As a counselor aide at 
Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, Martinez tutors and 
mentors younger children. 
She is president of the Latina 
Youth for Excellence Club at 
T.C. Williams, and also serves 
as both a linguistic and cul-
tural interpreter for her family, 
friends and organizations seek-
ing to reach Spanish speakers.

courteSy photo
The Alexandria Commission for Women honored T.C. Williams teacher 
Amy Creed with the Making A Difference Award and Titans senior 
Nancy Martinez with the Youth Community Services Award at a cer-
emony last month.

All submissions are from local public and private schools.  
Please send submissions to schools@alextimes.com.
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‘Camp David’ chronicles 
13 tense days when peace 
hung in the balance

By JorDan Wright

 Art and life collided ear-
lier this month when former 
President Jimmy Carter and 
his wife, Rosalynn, arrived at 
Arena Stage for the premiere 
of “Camp David.” 
 It took TV producer and 
former White House Com-
munications Director Gerald 
Rafshoon 30 years to convince 
his one-time boss to put this 
story on the stage. Given the 
intervening years, a refresher 
is probably in order.
 Modern Mideast History 
101: In September 1978, Me-
nachem Begin, Prime Minister 
of Israel, Anwar Sadat, Presi-
dent of Egypt, joined Jimmy 
Carter at Camp David, the 
presidential retreat in Mary-
land’s scenic Catoctin Moun-
tains. For 13 harrowing and 

contentious days and nights, 
the trio worked on a treaty to 
bring peace to the Middle East.  
 “Camp David” is play-
wright Lawrence Wright’s 
fictionalized version of this 
historic meeting — an intel-
lectual struggle for power 
and clash of egos. Amidst 
storm we find Rosalynn Carter 
(Hallie Foote), who offsets the 
riveting tension with southern 
charm and levity.
 The show opens with a 
graphic reminder of the four 
wars Egypt and Israel waged 
against one another during a 
30-year period. Combining 
news footage and photographs 
to depict the horrors and re-
percussions of those conflicts 
reminds us of our investment 
in peace and stability in that 
tumultuous region.
 Richard Thomas — of “The 
Waltons” fame — plays Jim-
my Carter. In the years since 

scEnE arounD toWn

Clash of the titans

SEE caMp DaviD | 32

PHOTOS/TERESA WOOD
Richard Thomas stars as President Jimmy Carter (above) in the Arena Stage production of “Camp 
David” and perfectly captures the former leader’s gracious yet wily demeanor during a series of 
1978 peace talks. Carter mediates 13 days of negotiations between Israeli Prime Minister Men-
achem Begin (Ron Rifkin) and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat (Khaled Nabawy) to bring an end 
to 30 years of on-and-off war between the countries (left).
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Time to start planning your special day and not quite sure 
where to start? Let the Alexandria Times Bridal Directory help 

guide you in the right direction. Begin your search here for 
information on some of the top wedding vendors in the area!

� Continued on Page 16 �

The Alexandria Times  

Bridal Directory

rich keSSLer photoGraphy
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The Alexandria Times Bridal Directory

call 703-739-0001 today to advertise in the alexandria times. 

Available for  
Weddings & Special Events  

Call Sharon Salisbury | 703 548-9227
1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314 

www.indigolanding.com

Wedding Receptions • Holiday Parties • Birthdays  
Business Meetings • Rehearsal Dinners • & much more!

Carriage House Catering*  
will make your event 

unforgettable!

111 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Pizza Restaurant & Sports Bar

PizzA ReStAuRAnt & SPoRtS BAR

by

Contact Kim Schwartz 
703-340-0027 or Kimers2@aol.com  

to learn more about our catering services

www.carriagehousecateringandevents.com

• •

687 South Washington St.
Alexandria, VA  22314 | 703.838.2006

Exclusive Designers 
Affordable Prices

The perfect location for  

your Bridal Shower, Rehearsal  

Dinner or Wedding Party in an 

Old Town historic warehouse!

218 N. Lee Street | 703-683-1007 
www.labergerie.com

Providing Memorable Dining Experiences  

for over 35 years.

5701-F General Washington Dr.
Alexandria, VA 22312

(703) 539-8646

HC@toyourtastecatering.com

www.toyourtastecatering.com

www.nvfaa.org  |  703-548-0035  |  Rentals@nvfaa.org 

A dramatic & memorable site for wedding 
ceremonies, receptions, and parties.

asdfghjkl Offering 
garden ceremony and 

reception sites with a touch of 
timeless elegance.  

Carly
le 

House Histo
ric 

Park
 

703-549-2997 • www.nvrpa.org277 SOUTH WASHINGTON STREET  •  SOCIETYFAIR.NET  •  @SOCIETYFAIR

at the

Society Fair amenities make your 
wedding or event sweet & special! 

Toffee, Chocolates, 
   Truffles and Cake Pops - oh my! 

For more information 
info@societyfair.net
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The Alexandria Times Bridal Directory

call 703-739-0001 today to advertise in the alexandria times. 

Love how you look. Love how you feel.  

LOVE your hair.

A best kept secret in Old Town Alexandria.  
Our door awaits you . . . 

20% off  
Any Service  
for New  
Customers

Visitusonlineforalistofourservices•Walk-insarewelcome!
610MontgomerySt.(2ndFloor),Alexandria,VA(703)518-8453•www.loriyoungersalon.net

On your special day,  
Love how you look, Love how 

you feel, Love your hair. 

20% Off Any Service for New Customers

M A K E  YOU R  SPE C IA L  DAY  H I STOR IC  at the Lloyd House
For additional information visit Rental & Private Events 
at www.historicalexandria.org or call 703-746-4994/4554
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YOUR BIG DAY, THEIR COMFY
NIGHT. 

Let the Residence Inn Alexandria/Duke
Street take care of your wedding guests.
With an ideal location in historic Old
Town Alexandria, you and your guests
will be steps from shopping, dining and
entertainment. The Residence Inn offers
a complimentary daily breakfast buffet
complete with waffles, fresh fruit, eggs
and pastries. Spacious suites feature
separate areas for sleeping, eating and
lounging each with a full kitchen. Free
Wi-Fi is available in the lobby and guest
suites.

FROM $99/NIGHT
To reserve your group of rooms,
call 800.440.8027.

Residence Inn® by Marriott
Alexandria Old Town/Duke Street
1456 Duke Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
T: 703.548.5474
ResidenceInnAlexandria.com

Rates are per room, per night, based on availability for groups of 10 or more rooms.

www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org  |   Woodlawn@savingplaces.org

EverAfterVisualswww.EverAfterVisuals.com
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The Alexandria Times Bridal Directory

703.684.0580  |  www.potomacriverboatco.com703.684.0580  |  www.potomacriverboatco.com
P o t o m a c  R i v e R b o a t  c o m P a n yP o t o m a c  R i v e R b o a t  c o m P a n y

Plan your wedding or
social event on the Potomac!
Privately charter one of our cruise vessels and let our experienced
sales and events team turn your event into a memorable occasion.

Whether you are looking for 
a formal function or a casual 
party we have a variety of 
options to suit your needs for

*Ceremonies & Receptions  
*Rehearsal Dinners
*Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties 
*Engagement Parties

miss chRistinadmiRal tilP

cheRRy blossom RiveRboatmiss malloRy

Spectacular views of Old Town Alexandria
& Washington DC skyline.

Beth Hamilton Photography

call 703-739-0001 today to  
advertise in the alexandria times. 

Bridal  
Directory

AlexAndriA times 2014

Get a jump on spring wedding 

planning by reserving your  

space in the Times  

Bridal Directory on mAy 15. 

Call 703.739.0001 to advertise!
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Celebrate Easter in Alexandria
Shopping • Dining • ReligiouS SeRviceS • anD moRe

Easter Sunday Champagne 
Brunch Buffet 

11:00am – 3:00pm

Adults $29.95  
Children 6-12 $14.95  

5 and Under Free

Private Parties & Large Groups Welcome! Call Mallory  at 703-518-8795
Dining Room Reservations - 703-549-6622

Soup and Salad
Garden Tomato-Basil Bisque

Mixed Field Green Salad, Italian Caprese Salad
Classic Caesar Salad 

Redskin Potato Salad, Creamy Coleslaw and 
Amish Macaroni Salad

Chef Attended Stations
Carving: Brown Sugar and Honey Glazed 

Virginia Ham
Fresh Herb Roasted Leg of Lamb

Omelet: Choice of Ham, Bacon, Peppers, 
Onions, Mushrooms, Spinach, Jalapenos, 

Cheddar and Feta Cheese

Breakfast Favorites
Selection of Freshly Baked Pastries,  

Croissants and Muffins
Bacon and Sausage

Featured Entrées
Pesto Encrusted Salmon

House made Pesto and Japanese Panko 
Crumbs 

Grilled Chicken Marsala
With an Exotic Mushroom sauce

Vegetable Frittata
With Sautéed Spinach, Peppers, Onions, 

Asparagus, Tomato
Mushroom, Jack and Mozzarella
Roasted Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Green Bean Almondine

Dessert Station
A Generous Selection of Cakes and Pies

Unlimited Champagne  
& Mimosas 

Choose from our  
selection of:  

Soup and Salad 
Featured Entrees  

Omelettes 
Breakfast Favorites  

Desserts

Bridal  
Directory
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 Peek behind an unassum-
ing door at 901 King St. and 
you will find a five-year-old 
company with a sterling repu-
tation for developing creative 
intelligence and investiga-
tive and risk-based solutions 
for sensitive issues here and 
abroad. 
 Striker Pierce, LLC, locat-
ed in the heart of Old Town, 
is quietly making a significant 
difference for individuals, 
families and companies. Ev-
eryone who meets the Striker 
Pierce team is struck by how 
bright, energetic and passion-
ate they are about what they 
do and the challenges they un-
dertake.   
 CEO Brian O’Shea has 
infectious enthusiasm for his 
company, their business en-
deavors and Alexandria. 
 “I love having our com-
pany here in Old Town and 
being a part of this commu-
nity. People sometimes try to 
pigeonhole Striker Pierce and 
consider us simply private in-
vestigators. We are so much 
more,” O’Shea said. “Essen-
tially, we are a consulting firm 
with a private investigations 

license. People or businesses 
come to us with a variety of 
problems, and we develop cre-
ative, customized ways to fix 
the problems.” 
 In the past two years, Strik-
er Pierce has handled more 
than 400 investigations. Their 
investigators include former 
journalists, military intelli-
gence veterans, competitive 
intelligence collectors, politi-
cal opposition researchers and 
cyber specialists.
 Striker Pierce develops 
strategies and solutions for a 
wide variety of situations, in-
cluding: 
• Social engineering, to help 
nudge an employee to either 
change behavior or leave the 
firm, seemingly of their own 
accord.
• Reputation attack investi-
gations.
• Due diligence.
• Tactical competitive intel-
ligence collection.
 They also conduct corpo-
rate counterfeiting investiga-
tions. Recently, on behalf of 
a major chocolate company, 
Striker Pierce consultants 
went to China where they un-

covered a counterfeit choco-
late bar production line. Their 
investigation was a critical 
component in successfully 
shutting down the operation. 
 Besides these diverse in-
vestigative projects, Striker 
Pierce undertakes traditional 
investigations such as back-
ground checks for spouses, 
nannies, elder care workers, 
job applicants and missing 
persons.
 Though their consulting 
and investigations take the 
Striker Pierce staff all over 
the world, O’Shea and his 
team want to give back and 
help out the local community 
because people have been so 
welcoming.  Over the next 
few months, O’Shea plans 
to offer training sessions for 
Alexandrians on topics such 
as “Counter Manipulation,” 
“Surveillance Detection” and 
“Information Elicitation.” 

To learn more, call 571-451-
4833 or email info@striker-
pierce.com. Their enhanced 
website will be available soon.

Need a job done quietly?  
Look no further than Striker Pierce

Shop Around the Corner
a special advertising feature of the alexandria times

Bradlee 
703.931.7359 
3642 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22302

Introductory 1-hour  
essential custom facial  
with free aromatherapy – $6999*

Introductory 1-hour massage  
with free aromatherapy – $5999*

* Introductory rate valid for Members and first-time Guests only. Actual massage and facial time is 50-Minutes 
hands-on. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. See Retreat for details. ©2014 Massage Heights. 
Franchise opportunities available.

TM

massageheights.com/bradlee

Bradlee 
703.931.7359 
3642 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22302

901 King St. Ste 101, Alexandria, VA 22314 | (571) 451-4833
strikerpierce.com

Alexandria’s premier investigations and solutions firm.

Local, nationwide & international investigations  
Online fraud investigations • Corporate Counterfeiting Investigations  

to support IP litigation Support • (Witness Services) Interviewing  
& Information Elicitation • Competitor Intelligence Collection  

• Reputation Attack • Investigations & mitigation (traditional & online)  
• Employee & Executive Background Checks

915 King Street  Old Town
             703-684-1435
20 Years in Alexandria!

How to Have

Find everything you
need to fill your Easter basket,
from fuzzy chicks to delicate bunnies
to the sweetest chocolates!

Easter…
a Fair Trade

SELECT BASKET STUFFERS 20% OFF THRU 4/19!

to feature your business in   

Shop Around the Corner
call alexandria times at 703-739-0001. Email comments, rants & raves  

to letters@alextimes.com.

Who carEs? WE Do.
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  417 N. Washington Street 
Alexandria, Va 

 
Building Size:  3,450 SF 
 

Price Guide:  $2,000,000 
 
 
Features: 

 Suitable for Commercial or 
Residential Use 

 4 Parking Spaces 
 Architecturally Significant Property 
 Prominent Location on Major 

Thoroughfare   
 

 
 
 

BROKERAGE / ASSET MANAGEMENT / DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

FOR  SALE 
 

RARE FREE STANDING PROPERTY  
ON WASHINGTON STREET 

For more information on this property 
Call: 703-549-1695  

417 N. Washington St. 
Alexandria, Va

Building Size: 3,450 SF

Price Guide: $2,000,000

Features:
•  Suitable for Commercial  

or Residential Use
• 4 Parking Spaces
• Architecturally Significant Property
•  Prominent Location on  

 Major Thoroughfare

For SAle
RARe FRee STAnding PRoPeRTy  

on WAShingTon STReeT

‘Dom Hemingway’ is  
a farewell to quality

By richarD roEpEr 

 The Jude Law of “Dom 
Hemingway” looks like he 
swallowed the Jude Law of 
“The Talented Mr. Ripley.”
 The 41-year-old Law 
plays a character at least a de-
cade older than that in “Dom 
Hemingway.” With a tiny pen-
insula of hair clinging to his 
balding forehead, a rugby play-
er’s neck, a thick midsection, 
bad teeth and crooked nose, the 
title character is a formidable 
brute of a man who has just 
done 12 years hard time rather 
than rat out his mates and his 
boss. It’s a startling physical 
transformation; wasn’t it just 
the other day Law was playing 
pretty-boy leading-man types?
 But regardless of the out-
ward requirements of a role, 
Law could always deliver fine 
work. In “Dom Hemingway,” 
he goes for a theatrical perfor-
mance, and at times he’s a blaze 
of talent lighting up the screen 
with the sheer ferociousness of 
his line readings.
 Pity he’s playing a boor 
who’s also a bore.
 Spouting Shakespearean 
monologues about his prodi-
gious manhood or his fearless 
genius, Dom Hemingway is 
convinced of his greatness, and 

seemingly incapable of think-
ing five minutes past his latest, 
booze-fueled eruption. He’s 
the kind of guy who finds him-
self greatly amusing long after 
his audience has slinked away 
from a combination of disgust 
and fear.
 When Dom is finally 
sprung from a British prison, 
his fellow inmates send him 
off by chanting his name and 
showering the prison yard with 
toilet paper confetti — but the 
more we get to know Dom, the 
more we’re thinking they were 
just celebrating the fact they 
wouldn’t have to put up with 
this obnoxious lout anymore.
 Writer-director Richard 
Shepard (who directed what 
might have been Pierce Bros-
nan’s best screen performance 
in “The Matador”) infuses 
“Dom Hemingway” with 
touches reminiscent of a Guy 
Ritchie or Quentin Tarantino, 
including title cards setting up 
each chapter (the titles aren’t 
nearly as clever as they’re 
surely intended to be), loads of 
black humor and moments of 
shocking violence that aren’t 
all that shocking.
 Every time it appears as 
if there’s more to Dom than 
we’ve imagined, there’s an-
other scene telling us, no, 
that’s pretty much it. He’s a 
miserable, psychotic, alcoholic 
S.O.B. whose occasional flirta-

tions with real human emotions 
don’t come close to making 
amends for his viciousness — 
and, more damning in terms 
of our interest in the story, his 
dullness.
 After Dom exacts brutal re-
venge on the man who took up 
with his ex-wife while Dom 
was in prison, Dom reteams 
with his old mate Dickie 
(Richard E. Grant), who lost 
a hand while Dom was away, 
not that the self-absorbed 
Dom even noticed. (Dom 
thought the glove on Dickie’s 
hand was a fashion choice — a 
trend he missed while in pris-
on.)
 Dom and Dickie journey 
to the South of France and the 
villa of Mr. Fontaine (Demian 
Bichir), the Russian crime 
boss Dom refused to testify 
against. Within minutes of 
his arrival, the drunken Dom 
is lusting after Mr. Fontaine’s 
Romanian temptress girlfriend 
(Madalina Diana Ghenea) and 
screaming insults in Mr. Fon-
taine’s face, demanding to be 
paid for his sacrifices. He’s an 
idiot.
 After the first “I’m Dom 
Hemingway!” outburst, the 
subsequent bouts of mad-
ness lose their intensity and 
intrigue. We’re just watching 
Jude Law, who gained some 
30 pounds for this role, acting 
his rear end off but also spin-

ning his wheels in a story that 
never amounts to more than a 
collection of vignettes about 
Dom’s life after prison.
 There are some moments 
of inspired craziness, as when 
a celebratory ride down a dark 
country road turns into a slow-
motion symphony, or when 
Dom literally humps a safe 
as Dickie explains this time 
there’s actually a reason for 
Dom’s lunatic behavior.
 Emilia Clarke, virtually un-
recognizable from her “Game 
of Thrones” character, plays 
Dom’s daughter, who hasn’t 

seen him since she was a little 
girl. It’s a lovely performance 
in a small role, but how many 
times have we seen the story 
of the now grown-up daughter 
who resents her father for not 
being there for the bulk of her 
childhood?
 Attempts to sprinkle the 
story with touches of whimsy 
and fate only make matters 
worse. When things start to 
turn for Dom, it rings as hol-
low as Dom’s promises to his 
daughter for all those years he 
missed.
 Too late.

The untalented Mr. Hemingway

photo/fox SearchLiGht pictureS 
Dom Hemingway (Jude Law) meets up with his old friend Dickie (Richard E. Grant) after 13 years behind 
bars in the eponymous film. Despite Law’s terrific performance, the movie is bogged down by boorishness.
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Northern Virginia Ice 
Dogs make history at 
national tournament

By JiM McElhatton 

 

 The Northern Virginia 
Ice Dogs Under-16 travel-
ing hockey club won a state 
championship and finished 
third USA Hockey’s national 
tournament this month, but its 
players will be the first to ad-
mit they’re often not the most 
talented skaters on the ice.
 “We’re not some of the 
fastest players and our shots 
aren’t always the prettiest, but 
we know where we’re going 
to be on the ice because we’ve 
been doing it for so long,” 

said Drew Butler, a defense-
man who also plays for St. 
Stephen’s and St. Agnes. “You 
can make the right pass be-
cause you trust your teammate 
to be there. That’s a chemistry 
you can only have by being to-
gether that long.”
 The core group of the Ice 
Dogs has skated together since 
childhood, which made all 
the difference in their bronze 
medal run earlier this month. 
It’s the first time a team from 
the Northern Virginia Hockey 
Club has even qualified in the 
national championships.
 The players hail from 
Maryland, Washington and 
Northern Virginia, of course, 
including Alexandria. From 

August to March, they prac-
tice twice a week at the Mount 
Vernon Recreation Center. 
They play twice a weekend in 
the Chesapeake Bay Hockey 
League, which includes travel 
teams from Baltimore down to 
Hampton Roads, Va.
 Despite coming from dif-
ferent cities, towns and coun-
ties from across the region, 
the Ice Dogs have formed a 
deep bond. And no one player 
stands above the rest. In the 
weeks after their success-
ful playoff run, players and 
coaches were leery of singling 
anyone out. 
 Regardless of who an-
swered, the response always 
was the same: Everyone 

played an important part.
 “We didn’t really have that 
one guy, an Ovechkin, taking 
all the shots because it was re-
ally a team effort all around,” 

said Grant Thompson, a junior 
at Annandale High School.
 Still, they acknowledge 
that the familiarity among a 
few of their number gave the 
Ice Dogs a big edge. Four of 
its players — Butler, Thomp-
son, Andrew Stone and Ryan 
Scott — started out playing 
half-ice games together at the 
recreation center as 8 year 
olds. By this season’s start, 
that core group of players  
knew each other like family.
 The run to nationals 
might’ve come as a surprise 
outside the locker room.
 “Two years ago … we 
thought we’d be one of the 

Hot doggin’ it
sports

We’re not 
some of the 

fastest players and our 
shots aren’t always the 
prettiest, but we know 
where we’re going to 
be on the ice because 
we’ve been doing it for 
so long.”

- Drew Butler  
ice Dogs defenseman

courteSy photo
Zak Albers, Drew Butler (C), Troy Chaplin (A), Zeke Cochran, Matthew Derry, Sammy Entabi, Alec Guarnero, Kenny Johnson, Max Kronstadt, Sami Morse, Ryan Scott (A), 
Jonathan Spadafore, Andrew Stone (C), Caelan Tarbell and Grant Thompson round out the Ice Dogs, who battled to a third place finish at USA Hockey’s national tournament 
earlier this month. 

SEE icE Dogs | 25
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DUKES LAUNDROMAT

80 N. Gordon St. Alexandria, VA 22304  (Right off Duke Street)  -  703-212-7011
Open 7 Days a Week - Mon-Fri 6am-10pm - Weekends 4am-10pm

Now Expanded with over 90 Washers and Dryers  
• Same day wash, dry and fold drop off services

• Washers and dryers can accomodate loads of all sizes, including comforters
Enjoy our amenities including: Air Conditioning, Xfinity WiFi, TVs, Free Coffee and Doughnuts

FREE WASh
Buy One, Get one FREE!
Good Monday - Friday Only

Not Valid with any other offers. Limit one couopon per visit. 
Free wash is of equal or lesser value.

Valid 4/17/14 - 5/8/14

Save $5, $10 or $15 off
Drop off Service

$5 off a 50 lb load or $10 off 75 lbs or $15 off 100 lbs
Laundry weighed and charged by the pound. Comforters are  

charged by size. Limit one coupon per visit.  
Valid 4/17/14 - 5/8/14

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Easter Bunnie ~

Gretta represents all of the sweet hearts  at the 

shelter awaiting homes of their own this spring.  

At age 5, Gretta sports a lovely golden coat and 

displays a joyous & friendly disposition as well.  

This nicely mannered girl loves people.   

Hippity-hoppity, Easter’s on its way!

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE ADOPTABLE PETS OF 
OUR CITY, PLEASE VISIT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg OR 

CALL 703-746-4774.

 THANk YOU

worst teams in our division but 
we had some good chemistry, 
got some good wins early and 
finished second,” Butler said. 
“This year, we had more con-
fidence going in, but I’m not 
sure people thought we were 
going to be as good as we 
turned out to be.”
 Despite losing to Ashburn 
earlier in the season, the Ice 
Dogs beat them twice in con-
vincing fashion just before the 
national championships. The 
victories gave the squad a big 
shot of confidence.
 The club reached the nation-
al quarterfinals with a 2-1 re-
cord then defeated the Valencia, 
Calif. Flyers to reach the semifi-
nals. The club lost a close game 
to the eventual championship 
squad, the East Club Eagles, but 
secured the bronze. 
 It was a fitting end to the 
season. Many of the Ice Dogs 
are moving on to other teams 

next year.
 Even though many played 
for high school teams, the Ice 
Dogs, with a 64 game season, 
usually took priority. After 
all, it’s where they learned the 
game. 
 And the level of competi-
tion is higher on the travel cir-
cuit than in high school.
 “It’s been Ice Dogs for me 

since day one,” said Scott, 
who also plays for Bishop Ire-
ton.
 “Chemistry was the main 
thing for us all along,” he said. 
“We’re not the most talented 
on the ice, but we all played 
best when we were together. It 
was just really special having 
it all come together an end in 
the national championships.”

courteSy photoS
Northern Virginia Ice Dogs 
players Grant Thompson 
(above) and Drew Butler (right) 
acknowledge that much of their 
on-ice success is because of 
the chemistry of having played 
together for nearly a decade.

icE Dogs 
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By Bill lahay 

 Anyone who’s traveled 
much in the United States 
knows that many regions have 
signature cuisines: The up-
per New England coast boasts 
fresh lobster and clam chow-
der, Chicago revels in deep-
dish pizza and the Southwest 
does barbecue. There aren’t 
legal restrictions keeping any 
one food group confined to 
a certain area, obviously, but 
strong regional differences ex-
ist nonetheless.
 American architectural 
styles tend to follow a similar 
pattern, with certain materials 

and design features predomi-
nant in a given area. These 
distinctions often break along 
practical lines — narrow row 
houses keeping their footprints 
compact in crowded Eastern 
cities, for example, or steep 
Northern roofs that readily 
shed snow.
 Our Western states have 
always been associated with 
innovation and uncharted terri-
tory, so it makes sense that the 
architectural trends there have 
often parted company with tra-
ditional designs in Midwest-
ern, Eastern and Southern re-
gions of the country. The best 
Western homes take their style 

cues from distinctive, rugged 
landscapes or panoramic ocean 
views, and some of the most 
noteworthy recent examples 
are featured in the book “West 
Coast Modern.” Compiled 
and written by San Francisco 
design editor and instructor 
Zahid Sardar, the book offers 
in-depth looks at more than 25 
custom homes by renowned 
architects — all structures that 
warrant attention, no matter 
their pedigree.
 Sited along the Pacific 
coastline, in mountain and 
desert areas, and in cities, the 
featured homes have unique 
details and profiles, but togeth-

er they display a remarkable 
similarity in their pragmatic 
virtues. Here are just a few ex-
amples:
• Simple geometric forms: 
Clean modernist lines domi-
nate, with minimal surface em-
bellishments. It might sound 
boring or repetitive, but the 
interplay of shapes and planes 
is much more dynamic than 
you’d imagine right angles to 
be. 
• Site-sensitive design and 
placement: Many of these 
homes occupy remarkable 
sites, and all of them make the 
most of the location. Low pro-
files are the general rule, and 

some almost disappear into the 
landscape.
• Layered transitions: Un-
derstatement and simplicity in 
the exterior lines gets a coun-
terpoint in the varied layers 
once inside the homes. Be-
tween indoors and out and be-
tween interior spaces, mean-
dering pathways, offset views 
and slight diversions create 
intriguing routes for the eye to 
travel.
• Smart privacy solutions: 
The modernist penchant for 
large expanses of glass gets 
plenty of expression here. In 
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at home
Picturesque postcards from the edge

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

 European Country Living   �   1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314      TEL (703) 778-4172      OnLinE ShopECL.com
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social

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

hoME oF thE WEEK

 Abingdon Row represents some-
thing new in Old Town — upscale 
living in a bustling community at the 
historic neighborhood’s north end.
 This penthouse loft home fea-
tures nine-foot ceilings on the main 
level, Brazilian cherry flooring, 
deep crown moulding, recessed 
lighting and an ABUS multi-room 
audio system. A door from the liv-
ing room opens onto a balcony that, 
along with the rest of the home, fac-
es east. 

 The kitchen is graced with extra-
deep cherry cabinetry and granite 
countertops. The appliances are 
from the Jen-Air Pro series and the 
breakfast bar — located just off of 
the dining area — seats four.
 Elsewhere, French doors open 
into a cozy den with closet fully fit-
ted by California Closets. A powder 
room features cherry cabinets and 
granite vanity top.
 The main level master bedroom 
boasts a walk-in closet with custom 

built-ins. A closet is available for 
longer clothes. The bath features 12-
inch tile and cherry cabinetry.
 A staircase leads to the second 
level, an aerie overlooking Old 
Town and the Potomac River. Served 
by a full bath and walk-in closet, the 
doors open to a grand terrace with a 
grand vista of the historic neighbor-
hood and the waterfront.
 If all that isn’t enough, this unit 
also includes a storage room and 
two garage parking spaces.

A penthouse with a view of the potomac

At a Glance:
Location: 1023 N. Royal St. No. 308,  
Alexandria, VA 22314
price: $724,900

Bedrooms: 2 bedrooms plus den
Bathrooms: 2.5
parking: 2 garage spaces
Storage room: 6’x6’ with 9’ height

Contact: Susan Anthony,  
McEnearney Associates, Inc.,  
703-795-9536 or  
www.susanbruceanthony.com

photo/Mcenearney aSSociateS 
Family room or bedroom opening to a  lovely terrace.
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remote locations, that’s not 
really an issue, but some of 
the urban homes have to bal-
ance getting views and day-
light with privacy concerns. 
Textured glass, skylights and 
selectively concealed spaces 
help create a sense of enclo-
sure without making occu-
pants feel boxed in.
• Materials that reflect the 
region: Concrete (textured 
or otherwise), raw steel left 
to rust, cut stone from area 
quarries and locally harvested 
timbers or wood siding are 
favorite components in these 
homes. Their no-frills looks 
and low-maintenance virtues 
are a natural complement to the 
surrounding landscape.
• Versatile spaces: No stuffy 
Victorian parlors here. Many 
rooms are simple and sparsely 
furnished, so if they need to 
serve multiple functions, the 
changeovers are easy and has-
sle-free. In the smaller homes, 
this practical virtue allows a 
wider range of activities within 

modest square footage.
 Is this an inspiration manual 
for every homeowner? Not by a 
long shot, but it isn’t intended 
as such. The high-dollar set-
tings, not to mention the teams 
of architects, designers and spe-
cialty builders, will be enough 
to deny entry to those of aver-
age means. One island location 
proved so remote that materials 

had to airlifted in by helicopter.
 That said, exclusivity in 
the owners’ circle needn’t 
deter anyone from learning 
the great design lessons these 
homes exhibit. Good propor-
tions, embracing of natural 
light, savvy use of simple ma-
terials — these features can 
translate into most any proj-
ect, regardless of budget.

photo/Matthew MiLLMan/GibbS SMith inc. 
The views from this Hawaiian hilltop might be tough to duplicate, but 
the crisp wood detailing and easy transitions from indoors to out are 
lessons that can be recreated at almost any location. 
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photo/Matthew MiLLMan/GibbS SMith inc. 
Concrete slabs and cinder block are humble materials — just the right framework for a spare desert land-
scape. The individual shapes themselves might be simple and unremarkable, but the proportions and 
interplay between them are pure eye candy. 
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our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

 Most politicians take office promising high standards for 
transparent and ethical behavior. Unfortunately, when this 
promise becomes politically or personally inconvenient, as it 
inevitably does, the standard often isn’t met. 
 President Barack Obama’s White House website pledges: 
“My administration is committed to creating an unprecedent-
ed level of openness in government. We will work together 
to ensure the public trust and establish a system of transpar-
ency…” But his many critics would argue the administration 
forgets this promise when politically expedient.
 Former Gov. Bob McDonnell, while campaigning, criti-
cized his predecessor, Tim Kaine, for a lack of transparen-
cy, adding, “The governor is Virginia’s chief executive and 
represents the commonwealth at all times.” McDonnell and 
his wife, Maureen, ultimately did not represent the common-
wealth very well, as they face federal corruption charges. 
Even if the courts eventually conclude the McDonnells did 
nothing illegal under Virginia law, their conduct was clearly 
unethical.
 Ethical and transparent behavior also matters at the local 
level. It’s why we hold public hearings about every major de-
cision that’s made in Alexandria — so all viewpoints get air-
time and deals aren’t cut in back rooms without resident input.
 Mayor Bill Euille made a small but important stand for 
transparency at Saturday’s city council meeting. Ahead of dis-
cussions on whether to approve an awning requested by the 
Landini Brothers Restaurant, Euille publicly disclosed that he 
had received a campaign donation from an investor in the res-
taurant. 
 We would have liked to see Euille go even further by re-
cusing himself from the subsequent vote — he didn’t and the 
awning was unanimously approved 7-0 — but nonetheless 
commend the mayor for his forthrightness.
 Euille’s disclosure of the financial contribution, the first 
we can recall in recent years, begs several questions. First, 
how often do our local elected officials vote on matters where 
there’s at least a potential conflict of interest? Shouldn’t we 
always expect them to disclose prior campaign contributions 
from people involved in matters before council? Shouldn’t 
we require them to recuse themselves on matters that concern 
their benefactors? 
 In politics, perception is reality. When a president won’t 
release his college transcript or a governor fails to report gifts, 
the public assumes they’re either hiding something or are up 
to no good. 
 Actions at the local level also need to pass the “smell test.” 
We give Euille credit for setting an example with his disclo-
sure on Saturday. Let’s hope others will follow his lead.

Honest government 
requires full disclosures

SEE saFEty | 29

Del ray is not a police state
To the editor:
 I am writing to inform you 
of a situation involving the 
Alexandria Police Department 
on Friday, March 28, on Syca-
more Street in Del Ray during 
our 13th annual neighborhood 
party celebrating large trash 
pickup.
 Five police cars full of offi-
cers broke up an orderly street 
party — full of families — and 
then stood in the street for over 
an hour disrupting traffic. This 
behavior was not only overkill 
for the situation, but demon-
strated poor judgment on the 
part of members of the Alexan-
dria Police Department.
 For the past 13 years, the 
residents of Sycamore Street 
have held a party celebrating 
large trash day, affectionately 
known as the annual trash 
party. This party traditionally 
is a potluck dinner held in the 
yard of one of our neighbors 
for people on Sycamore and 

the surrounding streets to cel-
ebrate the exchange of discard-
ed treasures that line the side-
walks the night before large 
trash pick up day. Everyone on 
Sycamore Street and the sur-
rounding streets are invited. 
 This year, the party started 
at 6:30 p.m. with a potluck. 
For live music, we had the 
neighborhood band, the Derds 
— short for Del Ray Dads. All 
five musicians are homeown-
ers on Sycamore and the sur-
rounding streets. 
 By 8:30 p.m. the party was 
in full swing. Toddlers danced 
to the music while neighbors 
enjoyed good food and con-
versations. People cruised the 
street, picking up treasures on 
the sidewalk that were once 
someone’s trash.
 At about 8:45 p.m., two 
police vehicles arrived. The of-
ficers said someone had com-
plained about the noise. We 
had planned to stop at 9 p.m., 

but stopped immediately. Then 
the officers said that it was il-
legal to have a party in a front 
yard with beer and alcohol. So, 
the cooler with beer and wine 
was moved to the backyard 
and everyone was told that al-
cohol only could be consumed 
there. 
 After holding this party for 
13 consecutive years, we were 
a bit surprised by being shut 
down so aggressively by the 
police, but everyone complied 
so that the party could contin-
ue. 
 This is when the situation 
got concerning. Instead of 
this being the end of the mat-
ter, two more police cruisers 
arrived. The now four police 
vehicles were all but blocking 
off the street and intimidating 
cars from driving down in fear 
that a serious crime had been 
committed, given the extensive 
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To the editor:
 The recent settlement 
agreement between the Old 
Dominion Boat Club and 
City Hall is cause for cel-
ebration.  
 We applaud both sides 
for bringing this long, li-
tigious battle to an end 
in a manner we find fair, 
but — more importantly 
— sets the stage for the 
world-class waterfront 
that our community will 
treasure. On some day in 
the near future, a visitor 
at the foot of King Street 
will never again have to 
ask, “Where’s the water?” 

Meanwhile, a new, state-
of-the-art boat club facil-
ity will stand where the 
eyesore of a Beachcomber 
building once stood. This 
truly seems a win-win solu-
tion for all parties and puts 
an end to years of acrimony 
and legal bills.
  Of course, the devil is in 
the details and we encour-
age both parties to bring 
this agreement to fruition. 
We understand that no one 
is thoroughly happy with 
the compromise, but feel 
strongly that the result will 
be of overwhelming benefit 
to all concerned.

 The seeds of success 
have been sown.
  This is truly a transfor-
mational moment for our 
city. Our waterfront will fi-
nally be a fully accessible, 
welcoming gateway to our 
historic city. It truly will be 
the jewel in the crown.
 We look forward to all 
the positive changes ahead. 
Our sincere thanks go to 
the negotiators and their 
diligence in achieving this 
important agreement for 
our future.

- Jody Manor and Chris-
tine Bernstein, Alexandria

Compromise saved the waterfront Senior Corner
with Jerry King

 If you follow transit issues 
in this city, no doubt you have 
heard the term “complete streets” 
tossed around. But what is it and 
how does it apply to seniors?
 The complete streets concept 
calls for creating roads that are 
safe and convenient for motor-
ists, cyclists, pedestri-
ans and users of mass 
transit regardless of age 
or ability. This idea has 
taken hold just as the 
senior population ex-
pands.
 The Alexandria Com-
mission on Aging has 
developed a strategic 
plan to address the 
needs of this growing commu-
nity. Its goals include retaining 
affordable housing for seniors, 
improving communication from 
city service providers, encourag-
ing entrepreneurship and provid-
ing better mobility options.
 But to return to complete 
streets, this program — em-
braced by City Hall — must ac-
commodate seniors. Only one-
third of complete streets policies 
in the U.S. explicitly mention 
older road users. With an in-
creasing senior population that 
is driving less and walking more, 
we should expect to see changes 
made to reflect our needs.
 Alexandria officials are in-
corporating changes to accom-
modate future transportation de-
mands through improved transit, 
cycling and walking. Providing 
safer streets will increase transit 
use, which for many older adults 
is their only means of transporta-
tion. Given the aforementioned 
demographic shift, there will be 
more non-motorized travel. The 
city must respond to this demand 
by improving non-motorized 
travel options.
 The city’s investment in this 
area also will pay off in terms 
of lower health care costs. Al-
though bicycling generally has 

a youthful image, many older 
Alexandrians get around on two 
wheels as well. Many are retired, 
like myself, and are riding to the 
nearest coffee shop, for example. 
Others are former runners who 
find bicycling easier on their 
knees. Making our streets safer 

will make it easier for 
residents to get out 
and exercise, which 
will bring added 
health benefits. 
 For our older resi-
dents, exercise is in-
creasingly important 
as with age there 
often come health is-
sues. It’s clear that 

there is a correlation between 
inactivity and chronic health is-
sues such as diabetes, heart dis-
ease and depression. Embracing 
complete streets will help those 
less able to leave their home be-
come healthy, engaged residents 
while improving the quality of 
life for all.
 The complete streets pro-
gram also will enhance intersec-
tion safety with improved street 
crossings and other pedestrian 
upgrades. Coupled with the cur-
rent redesign of our major parks, 
this will invite our seniors to 
enjoy our open space. With in-
creasing pedestrian traffic, the 
city is responding with changes 
that will provide a safer environ-
ment. We strongly support these 
endeavors.
 If you would like to learn 
more about the complete streets 
program, city staff will present a 
briefing and field questions at the 
Nannie J. Lee Memorial Recre-
ation Center at 1108 Jefferson 
St. on April 21 at 6:15 p.m.

The writer is the Alexandria 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 

Committee’s vice chairman for 
pedestrians.

Designing roads for  
an aging population

Jerry King

police presence. For the 
better part of an hour, up to 
six police officers stood in 
a circle staring at the party 
as if waiting for a crime to 
be committed. 
 When asked why they 
remained watching, they 
responded by saying that 
they were waiting for 
their supervisor. About an 
hour later, a fifth car ar-
rived with a supervisor 
who stayed for another 
45 minutes. Throughout 
this period, there was little 
dialogue between the resi-
dents and the officers. This 
lack of conversation was 
because of the officers — 
not the residents. This is 
a very friendly and chatty 
street. Residents tried to 
ascertain what was going 
on only to be treated harsh-
ly, as if merely speaking to 
an officer demonstrated 
aggressive and suspicious 
behavior.
 I’d like to point out that 
there were more officers 
and police vehicles on the 
street the night of the trash 
party than when a burglary 
occurred on the street ear-

lier in the year.
 Was this an example of 
a slow night in Alexandria? 
No less than six police of-
ficers felt it appropriate to 
hang out on our street. Was 
this a case of police officers 
being inadequately trained 
and therefore unable to as-
sess a harmless situation 
without verification from 
their supervisor? Or is it 
some new development? 
Do the local police no lon-
ger know or understand the 
community that they serve? 
 Whatever the reason, 
this situation reflects poor-
ly on City Hall and our 
city councilors. I’m not 
bringing this to the pub-
lic’s attention so that the 
officers and supervisor in-
volved can be reprimanded 
for using poor judgment. 
What concerns me —and 
inspired me to invest the 
time to write this letter — 
was that, at a time when the 
police department is under 
harsh scrutiny with the rash 
of unsolved murders, see-
ing so many officers use 
poor judgment in reaction 
to an event that is at the 
heart of why people love to 
live in Del Ray is cause for 
concern to every Del Ray 

homeowner.
 Block parties, neighbor-
hood parties, house parties 
and the like are important 
for community building. 
People move to Del Ray 
because of its strong sense 
of community. For exam-
ple, my street, Sycamore 
Street, is so desirable that 
houses are sold immedi-
ately; they never make it to 
market.
 The fact that the police 
department acted as if a 
community event on Syca-
more Street was suspect 
and worthy of six police of-
ficers hanging out for more 
than an hour is worthy of 
concern and investigation 
by City Hall.
 I believe bringing some-
thing like this to the pub-
lic’s attention is one thing, 
but it is equally important 
to offer suggestions for 
improvement. In that vein, 
I suggest the police take 
a seminar on the Del Ray 
community, its residents 
and activities. To that end, 
I would be happy to volun-
teer my services to arrange 
such a training event.

- Robbin Warner
Alexandria

saFEty 
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 I recently saw a bum-
per sticker that read, “War 
is not the answer.” Could 
five words strung together 
possibly be more inane? Of 
course, we all wish there 
was no such thing as war. 
Of course, all reasonable 
alternatives should be pur-
sued before going to war. 
 And, of course, war is 
sometimes a very neces-
sary evil.
 Ask Holocaust survivors 
if war is ever the answer. In 
the case of World 
War II, we weren’t 
wrong in fighting 
against Adolf Hit-
ler. Our error was 
waiting until the 
Japanese bombed 
Pearl Harbor be-
fore intervening. 
Our involvement 
likely saved mil-
lions of lives. 
Think how many more 
might have been saved had 
we interceded earlier. 
 America understand-
ably is war weary. We 
fought in Afghanistan and 
Iraq — in seemingly un-
winnable circumstances — 
for years after the attacks 
on September 11, 2001. 
We never really got over 
our fatigue, or aversion to 
armed conflict, following 
the Vietnam War. Our col-
lective experience of U.S. 
military intervention — at 
least among Baby Boom-
ers and those younger — 
is one of involvement into 
conflicts that seemingly 
have little to do with our 
national interests and turn 
into quagmires.
 Like the boy who 
prematurely cried wolf, 
America stands in danger 
of letting our regrettable 
involvement in Iraq and 

our unwinnable invasion 
of Afghanistan keep us 
from taking decisive ac-
tion against the one Middle 
Eastern country that could 
ignite World War III: Iran. 
We can only hope that we 
— and our allies — are not 
in the end devoured by the 
wolf, i.e. the nuclear weap-
ons that Iran may be build-
ing.
 The international arena 
is a Hobbesian state of 
nature. Wishing it were 

a more civi-
lized place 
sadly doesn’t 
make it so. An 
America that is 
weak in reality 
or perception, 
that effectively 
does nothing 
in the face of 
aggression by 
bullies like 

Vladimir Putin, does not 
make the world safer by its 
inaction. We make it more 
vulnerable instead.
  A nuclear-armed Iran is 
not an abstract concept. It is 
a direct threat to Israel, Eu-
rope and the United States.
 Much-maligned former 
President George W. Bush 
said that regimes like Iran 
and North Korea perpetrate 
evil in the world. He was 
roundly ridiculed by self-
anointed intellectuals with 
“war is not the answer” 
bumper stickers for being 
too blunt, too unseemly, too 
19th century. But he was 
right.
 There’s a lot of space 
between essentially doing 
nothing and actual war, 
which should always be the 
last resort. Freezing assets 
in American banks, boy-
cotting a country’s exports, 
working to diplomatically 

isolate international thugs, 
arming rebels, sending 
military advisers, conduct-
ing military exercises near 
offenders’ borders and rein-
stating plans for missile de-
fense shields are examples 
of meaningful action. All 
of these steps should be on 
the table as options to use 
against the regimes in Rus-
sia, Syria, North Korea and 
especially Iran.
 Just as we should nev-
er rush into war, the U.S. 
also should never unilat-
erally take the option of 
war off the table, as Presi-
dent Barack Obama often 
seems to do in an interna-
tional crisis. Doing so robs 
us of our ace in the poker 
game that is international 
relations. We are the na-
tion with the strongest 
military, and that threat of 
force can be a great deter-
rent. Our ace needs to be 
played with finesse, not 
tossed in the discard pile 
of wishful thinking.

The writer is publisher  
of the Alexandria Times 

and a former C.I.A.  
intelligence analyst.

 When seven British war-
ships dropped anchor along 
Alexandria’s waterfront in late 
August 1814 (yes, the War of 
1812 lasted past New Year’s 
Day 1813), city residents were, 
perhaps justifiably, apprehen-
sive. 
 Having large groups of 
young British men in your 
town did not seem like a recipe 
for peace and order. 
The men under the 
command of Capt. 
James Gordon, for 
example, split the dif-
ference, maintaining 
a remarkable level of 
discipline while ab-
sconding with large 
amounts of flour, to-
bacco and beef, which 
residents many years later 
claimed were never paid for.
 Perhaps the most exciting 
incident occurred just as the 
British were leaving Alexan-
dria. Call it a lack of humor — 
or an assault on a young British 
officer — but the eyewitness 
accounts agree that were it not 
for a neckerchief breaking in 
the hands of an American cap-
tain, David Porter, the peaceful 
occupation might have ended 
very differently.
 We have a different idea 
today of what are appropriate 
activities for boys between 
the ages of 8 and 15. Promi-
nent British families in the 
beginning of the 19th century 
thought highly of sending their 
young sons (especially second 
sons and beyond) around the 
world. 
 Midshipman John Went 
Fraser — the aforementioned 
British officer — was such a 
young man. But while collect-
ing a few last odds and ends 
for the soon-to-depart fleet, 
he was collared by Porter and 
Master-Commandant John 
Orde Creighton.
 Whether or not meant hu-
morously, Gordon didn’t take 
it as a joke. The British captain 
trained his guns on the town 
and, according to Alexandria 
Mayor Captain Charles Simms: 

 “This rash act excited the 
greatest alarm among the in-
habitants of the town. … I 
explained to him (a British 
officer) by whom the outrage 
was committed that the town 
had no control over them [Por-
ter and Creighton] and ought 
not to be held responsible for 
their conduct. …[The] town 
was providentially saved from 

destruction by the 
accidental circum-
stance of the mid-
shipman’s necker-
chief giving away, 
for had he been 
killed or carried off, 
I do not believe the 
town could have 
been saved from de-
struction.”

 Alexandria’s leaders had 
tried everything to save the 
town. They requested a de-
fense force, invested their own 
money into Fort Washington 
— only for the commander to 
blow up the fort without a shot 
being fired — negotiated sur-
render, and then kept conflict 
from brewing between the sail-
ors and civilians. And it was 
almost all undone because two 
louts rode down King Street at 
full speed to play a prank on a 
defenseless teenager. 
 Can’t all of us relate to hav-
ing our day ruined by an inci-
dent like that?
 Enjoy a special screening 
of “Master and Commander: 
The Far Side of the World” 
at Old Town Theatre at 815-
1/2 King St., complete with a 
cocktail reception, exhibition 
of clothing worn on the film 
set and a pre-screening film 
discussion on Thursday, April 
24 at 6:30 p.m. The event 
marks the launch of the City 
of Alexandria’s War of 1812 
Bicentennial Commemoration. 
To purchase tickets, visit shop.
alexandriava.gov or call 703-
746-4242.

The writer is the research  
historian at the Office of  

Historic Alexandria.

Taking military intervention off 
the table is a strategic mistake

How a prank almost 
sunk the Port City

My view
Denise Dunbar

My view
Daniel Lee

An America 
that is 

weak in reality or 
perception, that 
effectively does 
nothing in the 
face of aggression 
by bullies like 
Vladimir Putin, 
does not make the 
world safer by its 
inaction.” 
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espite its short length, Commerce 
Street, the diagonal thoroughfare 
connecting King and Duke streets 

between South Peyton and Fayette streets, 
has a long and colorful history.  
 The three-block long street is associated 
with the area known as the city’s first “West 
End,” so-named for its geography and as-
sociation with the West family. After being 
formally established in 1749 as a trading 
port for agricultural products, Alexandria 
quickly grew up. By 1793 Alexandria had 
become the third largest exporter of wheat 
and grains in the United States. It was the 
seventh largest port in America just four 
years later, and was considered a close rival 
of Baltimore. 
 Access to the Port City from western 
farmlands was facilitated by the miles-long 
Little River Turnpike, which is now known 
as Duke Street within city limits. But the 
efficient grid system of Alexandria’s early 
street layout was a major challenge for 
large farm wagons trying to make sharp 
right-angle turns to reach the waterfront 
wharfs. To alleviate this problem land was 
transferred to the city on January 1, 1798, 
from several nearby landowners, including 
John Dundas, Abraham Faw and Francis 
Peyton. This property was used to construct 
the diagonal roadway, aptly named to ac-
commodate the growth of commerce by 
softening turning angles.
  As downtown Alexandria grew west-
ward in the early 19th century, the rural 
blocks adjacent to Commerce Street filled 
in slowly with new buildings. During the 
Civil War the surrounding area was overtak-
en by the Union Army’s huge Soldiers Rest 
facility, the L’Ouverture Hospital complex 
and a series of massive barracks for federal 
soldiers and contraband refugees. After the 
war — and into the 20th century — the 

area around Commerce Street transitioned 
from a military center into a gritty business 
district connecting the downtown with the 
new Alexandria Union railroad station.
  In June 1941, work began to prepare a 
small triangular lot at King and Commerce 
streets for new construction. The plot was 
immediately adjacent to the Ting Moy 
laundry, located in a 19th century wood 
frame building just to the west. Digging 
for the new foundation went deep into the 
ground and without the benefit of bracing 
to prevent a cave-in.  
 But, as seen in this photograph, on June 
17 at noon, the soil beneath the laundry 
building suddenly gave way. The entire east 
wall of the laundry building tore loose and 
fell into the pit. Floors laden with clothing 
and heavy washing equipment collapsed.
 Miraculously, there were only three 
victims, all with minor injuries. The only 
other casualties were about 1,000 shirts 
damaged in the mishap. 
 Eventually, a tire service facility was 
built on the lot, which today is home to the 
public art sculpture “Sacandoga Totem,” 
donated to the city by prominent sculptor 
John Van Alstine.

Out of the Attic is provided by the  
Office of Historic Alexandria.

O. Jackson writes:
Rather than a few random 
cameras, I think a more grave 
threat to the people of the 
commonwealth is the ongoing 
attack on our Second Amend-
ment rights. Surely the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union is 
involved in protection of the 
Bill of Rights in its entirety?

Hagerman writes:
I don’t understand the differ-
ence between officers manual-
ly writing down [license] plate 
numbers or [having] their 
cameras doing it for them. 
There is no right to privacy if 
your car is in public or in plain 
view from the public property. 
This is true for everything. 
The police can watch your 
house from public property 
and document what they see. 
… The ACLU should pick and 
choose better battles. The plate 
readers seem to be a great tool.

In response to  
“ACLU campaign  
against police license 
plate readers rolls on,” 
April 10:

out oF thE attic
The road to Alexandria’s commercial success

D

Weekly poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Do you support the appeal of Carr City 
Center’s hotel project?

A. Yes. 
B. No.

56% Yes.

33% No.

11% I’m indifferent.

This Week  
Should city councilors be required to 
disclose campaign contributions from 
individuals who might benefit from a 
council decision?

64  votes
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april 24

WAR OF 1812 COMMEMORA-
TION KICK-OFF The City of Alexan-
dria opens its bicentennial commemora-
tion of the War of 1812 with a screening 
of Master and Commander: Far Side 
of the World. Enjoy a catered reception 
and pre-screening discussion of the film. 
Tickets are $45.
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Old Town Theatre, 815-1/2 
King St.
Information: 703-746-4242

POP ART AND BEYOND Robin 
Nicholson will lead a discussion of Tom 
Wesselmann, one of the core artists 
behind the pop art movement of the 
1960s, at The Art League. Admission is 
free, but registration is required.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 105 N. 
Union St., studio 21
Information: 703-683-1780 or www.
theartleague.org

april 25 - 27

LIBRARY BOOK SALE The Beatley 
Central Library hosts a sale featuring 
thousands of used books, CD’s, DVD’s 
and more, benefiting Friends of the 
Beatley Library. 

Time: 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Friday, 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 1 to 4:30 
p.m. Sunday
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751

april 26

SATURDAY POETRY SALON Po-
ets will share their writing accompanied 
by corresponding images at this free 
event, led by Shelly Bell.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or www.
nvfaa.org

NATIVE PLANT SALE Purchase 
perennials, shrubs and trees from 16 
vendors from four states.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: 3601 Valley Drive
Information: 571-232-0375 or www.
ParkfairfaxNativePlantSale.org

PROJECT DISCOVERY WALK-
ATHON The 18th annual 3K walk helps 
raise funds for the program dedicated to 
helping students become the first mem-
bers of their family attend college.
Time: 8 a.m.
Location: Fort Ward Park, 4301 W. 
Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-5970 or www.
alexandriava.gov/PDWalkathon

EARTH DAY TREE SALE The city 
will host a sale of trees, shrubs and 
other annual plants to promote the pres-
ervation of the Port City’s tree canopy.
Time: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Ben Brenman Park, 4800 
Brenman Park Drive
Information: 703-746-5499

REMEMBERING HEROES Local 
historian, Ann Graham, will talk about 
her book, “Remembering Heroes.” Span-
ning the years 1866 to 2013, this is the 
story of the origins of Confederate Me-
morial Day in Alexandria and how it has 
been celebrated, including some of the 
participants and the locations involved 

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

Boeing Boeing                      5/3 - 5/24

Bernard, a successful architect, has three fiancées. How? 
They are all flight attendants with different timetables and 
schedules! Unfortunately for Bernard, a new, faster Boeing 
jet has been introduced, altering his carefully planned 
timetables. Complications arise when the girls’ behavior 
does not match Bernard’s careful planning.

Potomac Belle Yacht Charters

Located at the Alexandria City Docks

703-868-5566 • www.potomacbelle.com

A Private Yacht for all Occasions!

703-868-5566 • gstevens@potomacbelle.com • www.potomacbelle.com

Simone marchand singing  
Edith Piaf songs every Friday night 

Whole Maine Lobster  
Dinner $17.95

Not valid with other offers

Special Dinner for Two $34
6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. (in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues)

Your choice of 2 entrées and 1 bottle  
of red or white wine selected by the house 

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

It’s our  
Third YEAR!

caMp DaviD 
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he starred as John-Boy on the 
popular and long running tele-
vision show, Thomas has per-
formed in dozens of film and 
television roles as a dramatic 
actor (“All Quiet on the West-
ern Front,” “It” and “Wonder 
Boys,” to name a few). Today, 
you can catch him on the ac-
claimed FX series “The Amer-
icans.”  
 Thomas’ Jimmy Carter is a 
spot-on depiction of the folksy 
southern politician with the 
instincts of a hunting dog tree-
ing an opossum. (The former 
president has since revealed 
that before the talks he had 
reviewed a weighty briefing 
on both Begin’s and Sadat’s 
personalities.) He was savvy 
enough to know when to press 
them and when to back off.
 Director Molly Smith 

shows a stroke of brilliance by 
casting one of Egypt’s leading 
actors, Khaled Nabawy, as Sa-
dat. Nabawy plays him with a 
high-minded and sophisticated 
air.  
 “Whatever you decide I 
will sign,” Sadat says agree-
ably. “I am flexible on every-
thing except land and sover-
eignty.”  
 Sadat has brought along 
a copy of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 242, 
which had been agreed to and 
signed in 1967. It called for 
Israel to retreat from occupied 
lands, provide compensation 
for lost properties, return natu-
ral resources, grant access to 
holy places, terminate Arab 
boycotts and sign a treaty on 
non-proliferation.
 Begin tears it in half, 
though Jimmy Carter insists he 
stick to it as the basis for their 
talks. 
 Begin (Ron Rifkin) proves 

to be as intransigent as a mule, 
quibbling over formalities 
and procedural points like a 
schoolboy. He doesn’t trust the 
U.S. president or Sadat.  
 “You have a way of turning 
words upside down,” Jimmy 
Carter accuses him.  
 But Begin is a tough ne-
gotiator, there to represent his 
people’s interests.  
 “One third of all the Jews 
in the world were annihilated 
in my generation,” he says.
 And as each calls out to his 
own deity for advice and suc-
cor, Carter reminds them, “The 
future doesn’t have to be like 
the past.”

“Camp David” runs through 
May 4 at Arena Stage, 1101 

6th St., SE, Washington, D.C.  
For tickets and information on 

performance times and dates 
call 202-488-3300 or visit 

www.arenastage.org.

SEE calEnDar | 34
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ACrOSS
1 Tend to the bird feeder
7 Opposite of deplete
12 Locks of hair
19 Land on Lake Victoria
20 Erase
22 Hardly a major leaguer
23 Sites for some leagues
25 Decline to vote
26 Oil from flower petals
27 Stop from doing
29 Eagles of the sea
30 Heavenly horn-blower
33 Lent assistance to
34 Bouquet vessel
36 Friend in Mexico
37  “What goes around comes 

around,” e.g.
40 Providers of 26-Across
42 “___ death do us part”
45 Make analogies
46 Winged god of love
47 An avatar of Vishnu
49 Grand ___ Opry
50  “___ quam videri” (North 

Carolina motto)
52 Defunct airline
55 Check for quality
56 Long-haired feline
60  Place for indoor sports 

events
62 In ___ (going nowhere)
63 No longer in bed
64 The “A” in James A. Garfield
66 “That’s ___” (Dean Martin)
67 Loony ___ (madhouse)
68 “ATM machine” need?
71 C x XXV
72 Oxygen producer
74 African language family
75 Baseball great Pee Wee
77 Bee or Em
78 Beyond zaftig
80 Kind of exam

85 Different
87 A rainbow forms one
89 In ___ of (replacing)
90 Inventor Whitney
91 Whistle cord
92 Black-and-white cookie
94 Truckloads
96 Roth, for one
97 Poles for sails
100 Den dwellers
102 Mathematical subgroup
103  Brothers and sisters, for 

short
105 Had a role to play
107 Bottle or can gadgets
109 European mountain range
111 Dump emanations
112 Take for one’s own use
113 Song for baby
116  Unauthorized work stop-

page
122 Heir, in legal terminology
123 Use as a crutch
124 Wears away gradually
125 More zany
126 Tool for bending metal
127 Races or electrical devices

DOWN
1 Apply liniment
2 Alter ___
3 Noticed
4  Increase the size of a pic-

ture
5 Newspaper issue
6 “The Divine Comedy” author
7 Jewish month
8 Actor Gibson
9 “That’s ___, folks!”
10 Most run-down
11 Penned up, as sows
12  Alexandra’s husband was 

one
13  Confederate soldier, for 

short
14 Bad ___ (German spa)

15 New building locales
16 How to spoil a child?
17 “___ go bragh!”
18 Katie Elder’s brood
21 Vegetable oil, e.g.
24 Elaborate party
28 Tokyo, formerly
30 Lively French dance
31 Missed by ___ (was way off)
32 Harley-Davidson rider
33 “Long, Long ___”
34  Actress Bloom of “High 

Plains Drifter”
35 Disclaimer on a sale tag
38 Talk about in detail
39 Locality
41 It’s got you covered
43 Become liable for
44 Coffee, the milky way

48 Unpopular bulk mailer
50 Consume
51 Beauty salon sound
53 Get loose for the game
54  Native of the world’s largest 

peninsula
57 Angelic
58 Ain’t right?
59 Worker with animal hides
61  Reappearance after an 

eclipse
65 “Life is ___ a dream”
66 Reply to “Are not!”
67 Ice-cream treat
69 “The Right Stuff” org.
70 Network of nerves or veins
72 St. ___ Girl (beer brand)
73 Kind of eclipse
76  Australian cousin of the 

ostrich
78 Gumbo pods
79  They’re in the back of 

pickup trucks
81 Corn-oil spread
82 Mock in the schoolyard
83 Word for a statesman
84 Wet sprays
86 Metrical foot in poetry
88 Picnic side dish
93 Get ___ of (toss out)
94 Royal staff, to a Brit
95 Be in command of
98 Smidge
99 Grouch’s look
101 Chimney dirt
104 Land in a river
106 Attempts
108 Model or brain teaser
109  Hale who played the Skip-

per
110  “Little” comic strip charac-

ter
111 ___ and terminer
112 Mr. Peanut prop
114 What makes a plan plain?
115 Apiary inhabitant
117 Chromosome component
118 Meshing is its job
119  She’s “sweet as apple 

cider”
120 Door opener
121 Superman’s symbol

W
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last Week’s solution:

RICHARD JOHN AHLGREN, 
of Alexandria, April 12, 2014

MARY LOUISE VAN HORN 
BOYER (92), of Alexandria, 
April 6, 2014

ELLEN K. DAVIDSON (44), 
of Alexandria, April 1, 2014

MARY HAMMOCK (82),  
of Alexandria, April 6, 2014

DAVID KEVIN MOORE (57), 
of Alexandria, April 6, 2014

LILLIAN WAINWRIGHT 
MURDOCK (95),  
of Alexandria, April 1, 2014

MARGARET BELLE KELLER 
PEARSON (96),  
of Alexandria, April 6, 2014

MARY ELLEN PRUCKER 
(94), of Alexandria, April 8, 
2014

WILMA ELIZABETH RANCK 
(78), of Alexandria, April 11, 
2014

oBituariEs

ObituAry POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are 
charged through the funeral 
home on a per-word basis com-
parable to the space rate offered 
to nonprofit advertisers. 
Families may provide any 
information they wish about a 
deceased loved one, through all 
obituaries are subject to editing 
by the News Department. 
“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” 
notices are available through the 
Advertising Department. 
Obituaries should be submitted 
through the funeral home. Each 
obituary must include the fu-
neral home name for verification. 
Deadlines are the Monday 
prior to the issue date. Call 
703.739.0001 for details.
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April 26, 2014
10:00 - 2:00 PM
Ben Brenman Park 
4800 Brenman Park Dr.

Learn more at www.alexearthday.org

 Day
Alexandria Earth

Join us to recycle, reuse, and reflect on our relationship with water!

Do you renew?

through the years.
Time: 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Barrett Branch Library, 717 
Queen St.
Information: 703-746-1703

FAMILY BIKE RIDE The Alexan-
dria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee hosts its monthly com-
munity ride, exploring Holmes Run, 
Cameron Run and the Eisenhower 
Valley.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Beatley Branch Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: www.meetup.com/
Alexandria-Biking-and-Walking

FLEA MARKET Hollin Hall Senior 
Center will host a spring-cleaning 
themed flea market. All proceeds will 
benefit various programs held at the 
center.
Time: 8 a.m. to noon
Location: Hollin Hall Senior Center, 
1500 Shenandoah Road
Information: 703-765-4573

QUINTANGO A concert melding 
Latin dance music with chamber mu-
sic for piano and strings. Tickets are 
$20 for adults, $15 for seniors and 
$10 for students and teachers.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 8009 Fort Hunt Road
Information: 703-765-4342

april 27

LAVENDER: ENDLESS POS-
SIBILITIES Representatives 
from Truly-Life will demonstrate how 
lavender can be used in one’s daily 
life. To reserve a spot, email admin@
nvfaa.org.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: Athenaeum, 201 Prince 
St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or 
www.nvfaa.org

april 28

THE ART OF BALLROOM 
DANCE Beginners and more 
advanced dancers are all welcome at 
this class that teaches everything from 
the waltz to the cha-cha. Admission 
is $15.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or 
www.nvfaa.org

april 30

MOVIE MATINEE A screening of 
the Oscar-nominated film, “Gravity.”
Time: 4 p.m.
Location:  Ellen Coolidge Burke 
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Ave.
Information: 703-746-1704

ART ON THE ROCKS Local 
mixologists uses pieces from The Art 
League’s pop art exhibit as inspiration 
for new cocktails. Tickets are $35.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 105 
N. Union St., studio 21
Information: 703-683-1780 or 
www.theartleague.org

WAR OF 1812 LECTURE Part 
of the city’s bicentennial commemo-
ration of the conflict, historian and 
author Patrick O’Neill will talk about 
the Battle of the White House and its 
impact south of the Potomac River.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washing-
ton St.
Information: 703-746-4994

May 1 – June 30

PRINTED, PAINTED, POTTED 
Local artist Avis Fleming’s latest 
exhibit, featuring etchings, lithographs, 
monotypes, paintings and ceramics.
Time: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., opening 
reception 2 to 4 p.m. May 4
Location: The Torpedo Factory, 105 
N. Union St., studio 325
Information: 703-683-1342

STUDENT ART EXHIBIT T.C. 
Williams inductees to the National Art 

Honor Society exhibit their work at Del 
Ray Artisans.
Time: noon to 6 p.m. Thursdays 
through Sundays
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.thedelrayartisans.
org

May 3

JAUNTY RIDE The Alexandria 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Com-
mittee and Alexandria Spokeswoman 
host a ride through Old Town, visiting 
historic sites from the 1920s and 
1930s. “Festive” attire recommended.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Barrett Branch Library, 
717 Queen St.
Information: www.meetup.com/
Alexandria-Biking-and-Walking

FOOD HISTORY SYMPOSIUM 
Scholars, chefs and historians 
examine the Port City’s culinary past 
through a number of presentations. 
Registration is $50.
Time: 1:30 to 5 p.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washing-
ton St.
Information: 703-746-4994

BOWTIES AND BELLES The fifth 
annual Kentucky Derby party benefits 
programs at the Campagna Center, 
featuring a raffle, silent auction and 
cocktail reception. Tickets are $100.
Time: 4:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Belle Haven Country Club, 
6023 Fort Hunt Road
Information: www.campagnacenter.
org

May 4

WOMEN ON A ROLL RIDE Cy-
cling group Alexandria Spokeswomen 
host a ride for women from Jones 
Point Park to the city’s various bike 
shops to raise awareness of female 
two-wheel commuters.
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Location: Jones Point Park, 1 Jones 
Point
Information: 703-399-0112 or alex-
andriaspokeswomen.wordpress.com

calEnDar 
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Advertise your business or service.
contact Kristen Essex at kessex@

alextimes.com

2 Bedroom 1 Bath Belle View condo
1400.00 Plus utitlities

Hardwood floors
Parking/Pool/Tennis Shopping

703 725-1342
LCatts60@aol.com

Who 
carEs?  
WE Do.

Email  
comments,  

rants & raves  
to  

letters@ 
alextimes.com.
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For rEnt

FounD

BusinEss DirEctory

homE SErvicES

tax SErvicES

We offer over 30 years of Tax & Accounting expertise 
for your personal and business finances.

� Income tax preparation
� Bookkeeping
� Financial Statements

� Prior year + all 50 states’ taxes
� Respond to IRS letters
� Weekend & evening appts.

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

classifieds

               LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notification hereby is given that 
Wells Fargo Bank, National Associa-
tion, 101 N. Phillips Avenue, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota 57104, has filed 
an application on April 17, 2014 with 
the Comptroller of the Currency, as 
specified in 12 C.F.R. 5.30 of the 
Comptroller’s regulations, for permis-
sion to expand the geographic terri-
tory of a domestic mobile branch to 
serve the following area:  Alexandria 
City, VA.

Any person wishing to comment on 
this application may file comments 
in writing with the Large Bank 
Licensing Lead Expert, Office of 
the Comptroller of the Currency, 
Mail Stop 10E-2, 400 7th Street SW, 
Washington, DC  20219, within 30 
days after the date of this publication. 
The non-confidential portions of the 
application are on file with the Comp-
troller of the Currency as part of the 
public file.  This file is available for 
public inspection during regular busi-
ness hours.

Bookkeepers Needed 
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill in Alexandria seeks a bookkeeper to assist the 
parish treasurer. Responsibilities include processing all receipts, processing 
bills for payment, and making journal entries as required.  CPA preferred.  Ap-
proximately 6-8 hours per week.  Compensation negotiable. Email resume or 
inquiries to search@icoh.net.  

Gold Wedding Band found at Potomac Yard Park  
playground on Sunday, April 13.  (703) 971-2190

     
  
                   

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING 

BOARD OF ZONING 
APPEALS

THURSDAY,   
May 8, 2014 - 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
City Hall

301 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may 
be obtained from the: Department of 
Planning and Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alex-
andria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 
(703) 746-4666 or on the City’s 
website at www.alexandriava.gov/
planning.

BZA Case #2014-0008
3302 Holly Street
R-8/Residential
Request for special exception to 
construct a two-story addition in the 
required side yard.  If the request is 
granted, the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals will be granting an exception 
from section 12-102(A) of the zoning 
ordinance – relating to the physical 
enlargement of a non-complying 
structure.  
Applicant:  Christopher and Lindsay 
Ringenbach

BZA Case #2014-0009
5187 Seminary Road
R-12/Residential
Request for special exception to 
construct a second-story addition 
over existing first floor.  If the request 
is granted, the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals will be granting an exception 
from section 12-102(A) of the zoning 
ordinance – relating to the physical 
enlargement of a non-complying 
structure.  
Applicant:  Robert Orihuela

BZA Case #2014-0010
3305 Holly Street
R-8/Residential
Request for special exception to raise 
the existing roof and construct new 
dormers facing the required south 
side property line.  If the request is 
granted, the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals will be granting an exception 
from section 12-102(A) of the zoning 
ordinance – relating to the physical 
enlargement of a non-complying 
structure.  
Applicant:  David Krants and Joanna 
Karwacka by Robert C. Bynes, 
architect

BZA Case #2014-0011
214 Prince Street
RM/Residential
Request for variance to construct 
egress staircase from existing 
finished basement; reduces required 
open space. 
Applicant:  Jeffery and Emma Sopko 
by Henry Braswell Inc./James Finn, 
architect

ALEXANDRIA TRANSIT 
COMPANY

There will be a public hearing on 
the ATC 2015 Transit Development 
Program (TDP) and Budget in the 
Sister Cities Conference Center 
(Room 1101), City Hall, at 6:00 p.m., 
on Thursday, May 8, 2014.

No significant changes in current 
service or fare structure are contem-
plated in the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2014.  The proposed program 
includes the consideration of a new 
AT9 crosstown route to be initiated in 
July 2014.

For a copy of the 2015 Transit 
Development Program (TDP), please 
contact Alexis Quinn, ATC Secretary, 
at 703-746-5637 or email  
alexis.quinn@alexandriava.gov.   
The TDP will also be posted on the 
DASH website at www.dashbus.com.

Paul Abramson, Chairman
ATC Board of Directors
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

Signs of Spring

®

®

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

212 Green Street
Old Town

SOLD

509 Duncan Avenue
Del Ray

SOLD

7117 Burtonwood Drive
Alexandria South

SOLD

Let Lauren help pedal the way to your next home.

709 S Lee Street
Old Town

2 bedrooms, 1 ½ baths
Converted carriage house

$849,000

For S
ale

416 S Fairfax Street
Old Town

2 bedrooms, 1 ½ baths
Den, deep garden

$849,900

For S
ale

600 S Fairfax Street
Old Town

3 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths
Separate guest quarters

$1,285,000

Under 

Contra
ct


