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Edmond hopes shoe-
leather campaigning will 
lead to November upset

By erich wagner

 

 When asked about his 
odds of victory in a heavily 
Democratic district against 
a well-funded opponent, Re-
publican congressional can-
didate Micah Edmond said 
you don’t have to look further 
than this year for precedents.
 “Just look at [Eric] Can-
tor,” he said, referring to 
the former House majority 
leader’s primary upset at the 
hands of little-known profes-
sor David Brat.
 Edmond spends every 
Saturday morning canvass-
ing neighborhoods in the 8th 
Congressional District, talk-
ing to residents about the is-
sues important to them. He 
hopes his visibility — and 
his track record as a results-
oriented moderate — will 
help him overcome Demo-
crat Don Beyer’s significant 
fundraising advantage.
 According to filings with 
the Federal Election Com-
mission, Beyer has raised 
nearly $2 million, including 
donations during primary 
season, compared with Ed-
mond’s $65,000.
 Geoff Skelley, a veteran 
analyst with the University of 
Virginia Center for Politics, 
said it would be virtually im-

possible for Edmond to pull 
off an upset in such a blue 
district. He pointed out that 
President Barack Obama gar-
nered fully two-thirds of the 
vote in the district in 2012.
 “Frankly, it’s very hard 
to see any Republican being 
able to win that district,” he 
said. “It would take some 
outside forces, some kind of 
terrible, terrible scandal in-
volving the Democratic nom-
inee or something that makes 
him totally unpalatable.”
 But Edmond, beads of 
sweat littering his brow in 
the August heat, is confident 
in his strategy. Traditionally, 
he said, candidates target the 

ne evening last sum-
mer, Mayor Bill Euille 
honored a straight-

A T.C. Williams student and 
champion boxer named Iesha 
Kenney, who trains at the Alex-
andria Boxing Club.
 Congratulating Kenney on 
an international tournament 
win, he read a proclamation in 
her honor before the city coun-
cil. He also offered a few part-
ing words of encouragement: 
“Know that your city is behind 
you,” Euille said.
 These days, she is not so 
sure.

 In recent weeks, city offi-
cials have been talking behind 
closed doors about making sig-
nificant changes to the Alexan-
dria Boxing Club’s presence at 
the Charles Houston Recreation 
Center. The adjustments could 
force the club where Kenney 
trains to cease operating as it 
has for more than two decades 
or see its hours dramatically 
scaled back, even as several of 
its elite boxers bring acclaim to 
the city and fuel talk of poten-
tial Olympic bids.
 Details are hard to come by 
because city officials have not 

sought public input or informed 
the Parker-Gray community, 
which has enjoyed the presence 
of boxing in one form or anoth-
er for generations.
 The boxing club runs with-
out city funding under a D.C.-
based nonprofit called Fight for 
Children, which leases space 
at the Wythe Street recreation 
center from City Hall at no cost. 
The latest lease expired earlier 
this year.
 But the club continues to 
run on a month-to-month ba-
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Nowadays, 
campaigns 

just look to turn out 
their base. Instead, 
I go out and I try to 
give literature and 
talk to everybody. We 
want everybody to 
see our message and 
make up their own 
minds — Republican or 
Democrat.”

- Micah Edmond 
Republican  

congressional candidate

The long shot

photo/susan hale thomas
Iesha Kenney, a budding violinist and straight-A student at T.C. Williams, is an international champion 
who trains at the Alexandria Boxing Club when she’s not at school. Club officials, though, are negotiating 
a new lease with City Hall, one that is poised to dramatically change the organization. 

On The rOpes
City quietly mulls big changes for Alexandria’s prestigious boxing club
By Jim mcelhatton  |  Photos By susan hale thomas

ALEXANDRIA
Readers’ Choice20 14

O



2 | AuguST 7, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

Rosemont

Gracious 5 bed-
room, 3.5 bath, 4 
level brick colo-
nial with approx. 
6,000 sq. ft. of 
interior space. 
Elegant 2 story 
foyer entry, gener-

ous room sizes, high ceilings and wonderful flow. Large 
eat-in kitchen with loads of counter and cabinet space 
with granite island and breakfast bar. Beautiful family 
room with fireplace and French doors to the fenced yard 
with a large brick. Upper level with 4 bedrooms and 2 
NEW full baths. Huge Master suite with vaulted ceil-
ings and amazing spa bath! Top level with office and 5th 
bedroom. Walk-out lower level features recreation room, 
full bath, sauna, bonus room and 2 car garage. Walking 
distance to 2 METROS shops & restaurants.

$1,375,000

The Time To Sell Is Now. Let Me Put My 25+ Years of  Experience to Work for You!

Del Ray/Cobblestone

Gorgeous 4 bed-
room, 3.5 bath co-
lonial located in a 
unique enclave of 
11 elegant homes. 
Spacious light 
filled rooms with 
9’ ceilings and 

a 2 story foyer. Living room with Palladium windows 
and formal dining room. Desirable open concept kitchen 
with SS appliances, granite island and counters with 
ample cabinet space. Sunny breakfast room with bay 
window steps down to family room with fireplace and 
French doors to the yard with patio. Upper level with 4 
large bedrooms including the Owner’s suite with newly 
updated luxury bath. Lower level with tall ceilings and 
outdoor egress features a huge recreation room with bar 
area, full bath and bonus room perfect for guests!    

$1,225,000

olD toWn

Built in 1792 this  3 bed-
room, 3.5 bath home sits 
on the corner of “Cap-
tains Row”, one of Old 
Town’s most historic 
cobblestone streets. To-
tally renovated in 2010 

with nearly 3,000 sq. ft. of living space featuring spacious 
light filled rooms with high ceilings, beautiful mouldings, 
built-ins and woodwork. Hallway entry welcomes you to a 
generous  living room and formal dining room. Eat-in kitch-
en with granite breakfast bar and SS appliances and adjacent 
den. Upper level with 3 bedrooms including a large Master 
suite  with en suite bath. The unfinished lower level with 
heat and high ceilings can be finished if desired. Fenced yard 
with lush landscaping, patio and custom fountain as well 
as a 2nd level deck. Ideally located 1 block from the river, 
shops and restaurants on King St.

Old Town - Coming Soon

olD toWn

Unique oppor-
tunity to own 
a property on 
one of Old 
Town’s more 
p r e s t i g i o u s 
blocks with 
a double lot. 
Circa 1898 
this 5 bed-
room 4 bath 
Federal style 

brick home 1 block off KingSt. has approx 5,200 sq ft of 
living space on a 4,500 sq ft double lot. Spacious rooms, 
high ceilings, original wood hardwood floors, 3 fireplaces, 
side porch and sunroom. Two staircases to access upper 
level with 5 bedrooms and 3 baths including the Master 
en suite bath, fireplace and side porch. 

$2,100,000

double lot

Del Ray

Beautifully updated 3 level, 3 
bedroom, 2.5 bath brick town-
house with attached garage 
just blocks from shops and 
restaurants on “The Avenue”!  
Inviting foyer entry with stairs 
to the main level with a de-
sirable open floor plan. The 
kitchen with granite breakfast 
bar has been reconfigured with 
a wall removed which allows 
unobstructed views of the 
dining room and living room. 

The living room features a wood burning fireplace with 
French doors to the fenced yard with deck. Upper level 
with 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths including the Master 
Suite and lovely en suite bath.  Main level half bath and 
lower level family room. 

$685,000

Del Ray

Spacious 5 bedroom, 3 bath 
home with nearly 3,500 sq ft of 
living space. Versatile floor plan 
with many recent updates, high 
ceilings, handsome wainscoting, 
crown moulding and hardwood 
floors on 2 levels. Gracious 
foyer entry with French doors 
to the living room with a wood 

burning fireplace. Family room and spacious eat-in kitchen 
with ample cabinet and counter space. Light filled mud 
room with window seat provides transition from outdoors 
to indoors. Upper level with 4 bedrooms including the 
Master bedroom. The 5th bedroom with full bath is on the 
main level and is ideal for guests. Finished lower level with 
recreation room. Professionally landscaped yard with gor-
geous elliptical stone patio and 2 Car GaraGe. Blocks 
to METRO, shops and restaurants on “The Avenue!”

$1,199,000

under contract
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the weeKly BrieFing

ACLu squares off against commonwealth’s 
attorney over drone request
 A Wise County prosecu-
tor is making the case that 
Virginia’s temporary ban on 
unmanned aircraft — drones 
— is less restrictive than origi-
nally suggested, to the dismay 
of privacy advocates.
 The General Assembly last 
year adopted a wide-ranging 
moratorium on the use of 
drones by law enforcement 
until July 1, 2015. The few 
exceptions to the rule include 
Amber Alerts and training ex-
ercises. 
 But Commonwealth’s At-
torney Ronald Elkins believes 
the wording allows local law 
enforcement agencies to use 
a drone in conjunction with a 
search warrant. As Peter Vieth  
of the magazine Virginia Law-
yers Weekly reported last 
month, Elkins’ case hinges on 
a single word: “system.”
 The General Assembly’s 

moratorium refers to an un-
manned aircraft system. El-
kins argues that means local 
authorities can use one drone 
without violating the ban. He 
asked Attorney General Mark 
Herring to second his inter-
pretation, drawing opposition 
from the Virginia chapter of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union.
 The group petitioned Her-
ring to reject Elkins’ argument. 
In a statement released last 
month, the Virginia chapter’s 
executive director described 
Elkins’ request as ignoring “the 
clear intent of the legislature.”
 “As the legislature recog-
nized last year, basic privacy 
protections and accountabil-
ity requirements must be es-
tablished before any drone is 
deployed in a criminal inves-
tigation by law enforcement,” 
said Claire Guthrie Gastañaga. 

“The entire purpose of the 
moratorium, which is to give 
lawmakers and stakeholders 
an opportunity to address criti-
cal contested issues about the 
use of drones before they are 
put into widespread use, is de-
feated if [Elkins’] position is 
adopted by [Herring].”
 Herring’s office did not re-
turn a request for comment  by 
the Times’ print deadline.
 Though Port City police 
lack an unmanned aircraft, 
there has been at least one 
high-profile drone sighting in 
Alexandria. A local man pho-
tographed what appeared to be 
a drone flying near a six-alarm 
fire on the city’s West End last 
September.
    Its origins remain a mys-
tery — no one took responsi-
bility for operating the drone.

- Derrick Perkins

$415,000 • Open THIS Sunday from 1:00-4:00 PM
Enjoy resort-style living in this 3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom condo in the 
beautiful Montebello Community. In this rarely available, spacious corner 
unit, you will find new wall-to-wall carpet, freshly painted interior, new 
HVAC system, and freshly painted balconies. The kitchen includes a washer 
and dryer, microwave, dishwasher, wall oven, and a pantry. The kitchen is 
open to the dining room area, with lots of natural light, as well as direct access 
to the living room. Enjoy your spacious living room with access to a balcony, 
with a great view of trees and the pool. Throughout the condo, you will be 
delighted to find many closets with built in storage. The master bathroom 
features a large walk-in closet for more storage! The spacious master bedroom 
is complete with another balcony! The additional bedrooms are complete with 
storage, spacious closets and natural light. The amenities in the community 
can’t be beat. Enjoy an indoor and outdoor swimming pool, bowling alley, 
spa, dry cleaning, bar/lounge area, tennis courts, picnic area(s), sauna and 
exercise room-just to name a few! To make this community even better is the 
location! You are walking distance to Huntington Metro station, as well as 
Metro Bus stops. Don’t let this spacious condo pass you by!

Schedule a showing today! 
Call (703) 965-8133 or e-mail  

laurie.mensing@longandfoster.com

Servicing VA, MD & DC

5901 Mount Eagle Dr. #218 Alexandria, VA 22303

We work with clients to plan their financial future,  
implement their financial plan, and achieve their  

life goals. Our goal is your success.

Offices in Old Town Alexandria

Call us today to schedule your free 1 hour consultation 

118 N. Alfred St. • Alexandria, VA 22314 • 434-977-1550
www.ODCM.com

City Hall shuffles roster to fill key positions
 Officials filled several 
critical — and either empty or 
soon-to-be empty — positions 
inside City Hall last week.
 Laura Triggs, Alexandria’s 
chief financial officer, moved 
into the city manager’s of-
fice Friday. Margaret Evans, a 
longtime deputy city manager, 
retired the same day.
 Before becoming a deputy 
city manager, Triggs held a 
variety of finance-related posts 
in City Hall. Prior to arriving 
in the Port City, she worked in 
the U.S. Government Account-
ability Office and also served 
as an associate chief financial 
officer and director of financial 
projects in Washington. 
 City Manager Rashad 
Young lauded Triggs as a 
“strong leader.”
 “Her stewardship of public 

resources and keen attention to 
detail will continue to benefit 
Alexandria in her new role,” 
he said in a statement.
 Longtime city employee 
Kendel Taylor will fill Triggs’ 
shoes as acting director of fi-
nance. It’s a position she has 
held once before, between 
2011 and 2012. 
 Craig Fifer, who took over 
the communications depart-
ment on an interim basis after 
the departure of Tony Castrilli 
earlier this year, began per-
manently overseeing the city 
agency last week as well.
 In his more than 10 years 
with the city, Fifer served as 
an e-government manager and 
deputy director of communi-
cations. Prior to that, he was 
Roanoke’s webmaster and 
electronic communications 

coordinator.
 With the city’s transit head, 
Rich Baier, preparing to leave 
for Florida, officials tapped 
Yon Lambert to take over the 
department of transportation 
and environmental services on 
an interim basis. Lambert takes 
the reins September 1. 
 He began his career in Al-
exandria as a pedestrian and 
bicycle coordinator before be-
coming a transportation plan-
ner and later the department’s 
deputy director of operations. 
 Officials filled another key 
vacancy earlier this summer, 
appointing Karl Moritz to take 
charge of the planning depart-
ment following the retirement  
of Director Faroll Hamer. He is 
doing so on an interim basis.

- Derrick Perkins
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crime
Drugs suspected in woman’s mysterious death

Bashir again declared mentally fit for trial

 City police are waiting on 
an autopsy report from the state 
medical examiner’s office, but 
say there so far are no signs the 
death of a woman found in a lo-
cal hotel is suspicious. 
 Authorities recovered the 
body from a 100 block S. Bragg 
St. hotel room at about 10:30 
p.m. Friday. Though the cause 
of death remains unknown, in-

vestigators suspect it is drug-
related.
 That could change depend-
ing on the autopsy results. Po-
lice expect the medical examin-
er’s office to conduct the review 
Monday. A toxicology report 
would reveal whether the death 
was drug-related, but likely will 
take several weeks to complete, 
officials said. 

 Though next of kin have 
been notified of her death, au-
thorities have not publicly iden-
tified the woman. Unless she is 
determined to be the victim of a 
crime, they will not do so, said 
Alexandria Police Department 
spokeswoman Crystal Nosal. 

- Derrick Perkins

 The man accused of shoot-
ing an Alexandria police officer 
in the head during an Old Town 
traffic stop last year has again 
been deemed mentally fit to 
stand trial.
 Kashif Bashir, 27, is charged 
with attempted murder of a po-
lice officer after he allegedly 
shot officer Peter Laboy in Feb-

ruary 2013.
 Bashir was twice deemed 
unfit to stand trial and spent 
two three-month stints in a state 
psychiatric facility. His defense 
attorney reported that Bashir 
heard voices and thought peo-
ple were reading his thoughts.
 Lawyers reportedly have ar-
ranged for him to remain in a 

mental hospital until trial rather 
than sending him back to an Ar-
lington County jail.
 Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Molly Sullivan said 
the trial is scheduled to run 
from September 29 through 
October 3.

- Erich Wagner

Police Beat
The following incidents occurred between July 30 and August 6.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

0 AssAults with A 
DeADly weApon 4 BreAking  

& enterings

30 thefts 12 Drug 
Crimes

Source: crimereports.com

19 AssAults 3 seXuAl 
offenses

5 VehiCle
thefts

1 roBBery

TimesIn Your

 To enter, email promotions@alextimes.com with your 
answer or write to 110 S. Pitt St., Alexandria, VA 22314. One 
winner will be chosen at random from the winning entries sub-
mitted before noon Tuesday. A different photo and hint will be 
featured each week between now and the end of summer, so 
keep your eyes open as you meander around Alexandria!

Sponsored By:

This regal samba stands 
without a pride
In an open space with no 
where to hide.
Majestic, mighty and the 
king of beasts,
No one fears him, he has 
no need to feast.
A silent sentry for those 
who pass this way,
To work or home on any 
given day.

win Two TickeTs  
on THe wATeR TAXi seRVice  

To THe nATionAL MALL! 
Identify the photo below and where it  

was taken for a chance to win. 

Potomac RiveRboat comPanyPotomac RiveRboat comPany

National Mall Water Taxi

Departs Alexandria, Va + National Harbor, Md.

miss soPhie

Enjoy the best view of the monuments
this summer on the Potomac!

See our website for more details.
www.potomacriverboatco.com | 703-684-0580

wHeRe AM i? #11

Congratulations to last week’s winner, Denise Elizabeth Field,  
who correctly identified the clue as “Blind Justice” over the Eastern 

District Federal Courthouse entrance at 401 Courthouse Square 
near Carlyle & the Patent and Trademark Office.
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CommonWealth One

70th
Anniversary

$700,000

Accept The Challenge!

Purchasing Or Re�nancing Your Home?

Open an account online at cofcu.org or call (703) 823-5211 
4875 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

Not A Member? Not A Problem!
Students, family members, faculty, and sta� of

Alexandria City Public Schools can join.
It’s easy and convenient to bank with CommonWealth One.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are subject to change at any time. Subject to approval.  All credit union rates and terms are based upon the evaluation of applicant credit. Your actual rate may vary. 5/5 Special Offer valid through August 31, 2014 
on mortgage purchasesor refinances closed with CommonWealth One and Member Advantage Mortgage. Existing loans do not qualify. Members cannot receive cash back from this offer. Rate must be locked in by August 31, 2014 to qualify for
 the special offer. Cannot be used with any other discount or promotion. Member Advantage Mortgage LLC, Mortgage Lender MC-5045, NMLS ID#1557

For rates and to apply online, visit cofcu.org/mortgage

Up to $1,500 closing cost discount OR
.25% interest rate discount

Save even more with our 5/5 Adjustable Rate 
Mortgage (ARM) Specials.  Choose from:
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Indoor Storage – del ray

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

$320,000 • Open Sunday 8/10 from 1 to 4pm
A classic one bedroom condo with beautiful architectural features • 10.5 feet 
High ceilings • 2 fireplaces • Original pine flooring • Extra  large windows • 
Deep moldings • A darling kitchen with in-in space • Storage • One block to 
King – an easy walk to Metro.  

THE COURTS • 1016 PRINCE STREET #3

Norma Gants - 703.408.2560
norma.gants@longandfoster.com

Long & Foster Alexandria/Old Town Historic District

Space of His Own  
mentors teach fifth-
graders life lessons

By Katie callahan

 

 Mentoring is like two-per-
son kayaking: Sometimes men-
tors paddle against the current; 
other times, they go with the 
flow.
 In a few cases, that analogy 
takes on a very literal meaning.
 For Space of His Own 
mentors Bradley Libbey, Da-
vid Brown and Jordan Costen, 
kayaking gave them a chance 
to spend more time with the 
boys they have taken under 
their wings — fifth graders Ste-
ven Martinez, Dereck Reyes 
and Jeremiah Monroe — even 
though this year’s program is 
officially over. Though their 
work usually spans just a single 
school year, this group of men-
tors chose to stick with their 
young peers a little longer.
 “The one thing we’ve 
learned through all this is the 
best way to get to know each 
other is to just have fun,” Lib-
bey said as he paddled up the 
Potomac River with Martinez 
earlier this summer. 
 Space of His Own started in 
2013 and is based on its prede-
cessor, Space of Her Own, both 
spearheaded by Linda Odell. 
The version for at-risk boys 
pairs fifth graders with role 
models, who meet with them 
regularly for dinner, life skills 
lessons, volunteer opportuni-
ties, athletics or carpentry proj-
ects. 
 This group’s recent out-
ing included awe-filled mol-
lusk sightings, yelling upon the 
slightest tip of the kayak, pad-
dle splashes, looking for  big 
fish, throwing seaweed and a 
friendly competition to see who 
could reach a small island first. 
 At times, they needed en-
couragement.
 “Should we go for it? Let’s 
go for it,” Libbey reassured 

Martinez as they pressed on a 
little further. 
 Other times, all it took was a 
little inspiration.
 Reyes, an animal lover, 
stopped to photograph birds. 
Reyes previously won a pho-
tography contest for taking 
shots of shadows on a play-
ground, so Brown engaged him 
in a game of finding shadows 
and shapes along the shoreline. 
 Brown decided to mentor 
after moving to Alexandria this 
past summer from D.C. While 
60 percent of his conversations 
with Reyes are about dogs, 
Brown hopes to talk to him 
about school soon.
 “We start off having fun and 
doing projects, but as he goes 
into middle school, I want to 
help him academically and talk 
about books and things like 
that,” Brown said. 
 Libbey started mentoring 
four years ago. He makes fun 
the objective. 
 Costen meets with Monroe 
about every two weeks and en-
courages anyone interested in 
the program to get involved.
 “Think about the impact you 
can have on the youth, on one 
individual or even a group of 
individuals,” Costen said. “It 
can be hard in terms of timing, 
but look at the difference you’ll 

make in a child’s life.”
 A first-time kayaker, Mon-
roe dubbed this event his fa-
vorite, and called the program 
amazing. 
 “We get to do a whole bunch 
of activities with our mentors 
and create a special bond with 
our mentors,” he said. 
 Ashley Snyder, program 
coordinator, said mentors show 
kids opportunities they may not 
know exist.
 “The program was original-
ly started as a preventative pro-
gram, but after seeing this first 
year, the real focus has shifted 
to, ‘What are these boys capa-
ble of?’” she said.
 Snyder hopes to find anoth-
er strong class of mentors this 
year. Space of His Own is seek-
ing 12 adult volunteers.
 Jointly sponsored by Alex-
andria Juvenile Court Services 
and the Alexandria Seaport 
Foundation, the program cul-
minates each year with a reno-
vation of the children’s bed-
rooms. The next orientation 
session will be held on August 
12 at the Alexandria Seaport 
Foundation at 2 Duke St., be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. For more 
information on the program, go 
to www.spaceofhisown.org or 
email recruitment@spaceofhi-
sown.org.

navigating boyhood

photo/katie callahan   
Bradley Libbey, David Brown and Jordan Costen take their mentees, 
Steven Martinez, Dereck Reyes and Jeremiah Monroe, out on a 
kayaking trip during a recent weekend. It was part of a new mentoring 
program for boys, Space of His Own. 
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homes of voters of their own 
party, which can hurt a moder-
ate candidate.
 “Nowadays, campaigns just 
look to turn out their base,” he 
said. “Instead, I go out and I try 
to give literature and talk to ev-
erybody. We want everybody 
to see our message and make 
up their own minds — Repub-
lican or Democrat.”
 The feedback to his ap-
proach has been overwhelm-
ingly positive, even from the 
most strident Democrats, Ed-
mond said.
 “They might yell at me for 
a while, but by the end they’re 
surprised, because I stuck 
around to listen to them,” Ed-
mond said. “And in politics, 
that’s where the deal, the com-
promise, gets done.
 “[It’s] all about bipartisan 
compromise and reminding 
people that ‘moderate’ is not a 
bad word.”
 Edmond said he also cam-
paigns during rush hour out-
side of local Metro stations 
several times a week. It’s im-

portant to keep up with the 
routine not only to make sure 
he reaches the entire district, 
but also to show that his inter-
est in residents’ issues is not 
just for show, he said.
 “When they see you at the 
Metro or out in the neighbor-
hood, they say, ‘He gets it, 
he understands,’” Edmond 
said. “We’re slowly start-
ing to change things. People 
say, ‘Oh, I got your card,’ and 
they’re happy to see this is not 
just a gimmick, that we keep 
doing it.”

edmond 
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Boxing 
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Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come 

to call the Hermitage home—the chance to 
experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities.  Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 
dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, and an 
overall feeling of caring and security that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h

Call  
703-797-3814  

to schedule  
a tour of our 
beautifully 
appointed 

apartments. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  

photo/erich wagner
Republican congressional 
candidate Micah Edmond 
convasses a Port City neighbor-
hood Saturday, part of a weekly 
campaign tradition.

sis, overseen by trainers who 
juggle other full-time jobs and 
boast a remarkable track record 
of transforming local kids into 
elite athletes. Just a few days 
ago, for instance, Troy Isley, 
15, won the Ringside National 
Championships for the second 
year in a row.
 “They shouldn’t mess with 
it,” said Isley, who routinely got 
into fights after school until he 
found the club.
 “I don’t think it’s fair,” 
added Troy’s father, Kevin 
Johnson. “It’s real hush, hush. 
I think they should give the 
community a chance to voice 
their opinion and they don’t 
want to do that because they 
realize everybody’s going to be 
against it. But once they pass it, 

it’s going to be done.”
 Boxing club officials de-
clined to comment or discuss 
the impact of the proposed 
changes on the organization, 
citing ongoing negotiations. 
Among individual boxers, how-
ever, there’s palpable concern. 
 City officials confirmed 
they’re working on a new lease 
that would include several ad-
justments. One proposal calls 
for a scenario wherein the 
boxing club would operate for 
about three hours each evening 
every other day throughout the 
week. Participants would have 
to register through the city’s 
recreation department.
 That’s vastly different 
from how the club operates 
today. Boxers usually train at 
the gym each day from around 
4:30 p.m. to closing. There’s 
no online registration. Instead, 
it’s a haven of sorts that wel-

comes everyone. 
 On any given day, there’s a 
mix of boxers, young and old. 
Hardened trainers and boxing 
lifers watch from plastic chairs 
alongside parents of young ath-
letes just learning the sport.
 Younger boxers train with 
their parents’ consent, but can 
only participate if they keep up 

their grades. Report cards hang 
tacked to the walls along with 
yellowed newspaper clippings, 
belts, ribbons and posters of 
big fights.
 The club continues to thrive 
in a rapidly changing com-
munity. Once almost an exclu-
sively black neighborhood, that 
area of Alexandria has seen ex-

pensive townhouses rise up all 
around and LA Boxing Gym 
and Starbucks open just a few 
blocks away.
 In boxing circles, the club 
has a strong reputation. Both 
Isley and Kenney have been 
mentioned as possible Olympic 

SEE Boxing  | 9
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New building reflects 
historic neighborhood, 
innovations in learning

By erich wagner

 

 The new Jefferson-Houston 
School building may incor-
porate architectural elements 
from the surrounding historic 
Parker Gray neighborhood on 
the outside, but its innards are 
designed with innovations in-
tended to maximize learning.
 Just one month before stu-
dents return for classes, con-
struction workers are putting 

the finishing touches on the 
first Alexandria public school 
built since the new T.C. Wil-
liams building was completed 
in 2007. Members of the Board 
of Architectural Review got a 
sneak preview of the new Jef-
ferson-Houston last weekend, 
and were impressed by what 
they saw.
 Although the schoolhouse 
draws inspiration from other 
historic structures in the neigh-
borhood, city preservationist 
Al Cox stressed that the build-
ing is not just a copy.
 “We weren’t trying to repro-

duce those old buildings,” Cox 
said. “We were just looking for 
the architectural DNA of the 
neighborhood. We’re expecting 
the building to last 100 years, 
easy, so it needs to be multipur-
pose in both architectural layout 
and the materials used.”
 The school will serve pre-
K through eighth grade and 
house upwards of 750 to 800 
students. 
 The project was budgeted 
at about $36 million when it 
was approved in 2012. ACPS 
spokeswoman Kelly Alexander 
said its final cost is $44.2 mil-

lion.
 Walking through the nearly 
finished building, one theme is 
apparent: natural light. There 
are plenty of skylights and bay 
windows, while the ceilings of 
each classroom are slanted to 
better project light from win-
dows to the center walls.
 John Montemayor, a Brails-
ford & Dunlavey project man-
ager brought on by the district 
during the construction, said 
many design decisions were 
made with instruction in mind. 
Each grade’s hallway and 
classrooms are color-coded, 
and instead of one large caf-
eteria, each grade has its own 
common eating area near its 
classrooms.
 “It builds a sense of com-
munity and pride in students’ 
grades,” Montemayor said.
 And instead of a couple of 
large bathrooms along each 
hallway, classrooms are set up 
in a suite configuration, with 
two classrooms sharing a con-
joining bathroom.
 School leaders are install-

ing other amenities as well. 
The nursing suite will include 
a dental unit for students, and 
Montemayor said a kitchen lab 
lets teachers use cooking to 
explain aspects of the standard 
curriculum.
 As for the old building, 
crews already have begun the 
process of demolishing it to 
make way for an artificial turf 
athletic field. Officials said the 
old Jefferson-Houston should 
be gone by January, with the 
field ready for play by the start 
of the 2015 school year.
 After the walkthrough, 
Heath Wells, who served on 
the neighborhood work group 
when the project was first pro-
posed, described the building 
as “fabulous.” And BAR mem-
ber Purvi Irwin, a preserva-
tion architect, said she too was 
wowed.
 “I’m definitely happy with 
it,” she said. “I’m glad they 
didn’t just recreate things to 
make it look ‘historic’. When 
you copy [historic buildings] 
you dilute it.”

Jefferson-houston ready for its close-up

photo/erich wagner   
Construction crews continue work on the facade of the new Jefferson-
Houston School as city officials prepare for a walkthrough last week-
end. Officials praised the building’s homage to the historic Parker-Gray 
neighborhood without being an outright architectural copy. 
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Jefferson-houston ready for its close-up
contenders, along with older 
nationally ranked professional 
and amateur fighters who call 
the club home. One fighter — 
Antoine “Action” Douglas —  
recently headlined a match on 
Showtime. Just a few weeks 
ago, Taiwan’s national boxing 
coach brought his fighters to 
train in Alexandria for nearly a 
month.
 But for all the many acco-
lades of its boxers, the club’s 
immediate fate remains unclear.
 The city’s push for signifi-
cant operational changes in the 
club’s lease deal seems driven, 
at least in part, by its “cost re-
covery” initiative. The plan was 
outlined in a memo last summer 
that notes Alexandria recoups 
only about 12 percent of its op-
erating budget through fees and 
charges, compared to 34 per-
cent for recreation departments 
nationwide. Officials also want 
more control, hoping to track 
who comes and goes at the box-
ing club.

 But there’s little hard infor-
mation about proposed changes 
and how much revenue they’ll 
generate. City Councilor John 
Chapman, who serves on sev-
eral committees related to 
youth and recreation, said he 
was surprised when a commu-
nity member told him about the 
issues facing the club during a 
visit to the rec center on Friday 
evening for an unrelated event.
 Chapman decided to drop in 
on the club on his own. During 
his visit, he said Euille stopped 
by, too. The mayor didn’t know 
anything about the situation, ei-
ther, according to Chapman.
 “So I don’t think that this 
has gone up to the council 
level,” Chapman said, adding 
that he planned to investigate. 
“I don’t know the specifics, but 
from what I’m hearing it’s not 
workable and whatever propos-
al the city has come up with is 
not something I’d want the city 
to move forward with.”
 “We should be promoting 
it and making much more of a 
benefit,” he said of the boxing 
club.
 “We’re not paying staff 

there. We’re not paying for the 
equipment they use. We don’t 
have to subsidize any insur-
ance. They come prepared with 
all of that stuff, so why would 
you look to take out a program 

like that or even tone it down? 
It just doesn’t make any sense 
to me because we have kids out 
there who need that outlet.”
 What’s more, Chapman 
thinks there should have been 

an effort to solicit neighbor-
hood input, a thus far missing 
perspective that could help in-
form city officials about what’s 

photo/susan hale thomas   
Troy Isley (right) got involved in the Alexandria Boxing Club in 2009 at the behest of his father, Kevin 
Johnson (left). Isley, now a champion boxer, worries he soon will not be able to call the club’s space at the 
Charles Houston Recreation Center home anymore. 

Boxing 
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important to the community as 
they weigh the club’s future.
 City recreation officials, 
however, say there’s nothing 
sinister afoot. Routine lease 
deals are negotiated all the time 
by city staff, and getting public 
input generally isn’t part of the 
process, officials said.
 Jim Spengler, director of the 
city’s recreation, parks and cul-
tural activities department, said 
nothing has been finalized. But 
he cautioned that his staff must 
treat all sports programs fairly. 
They want to avoid a situation 
where one program questions 
the resources given to another 
one.
 In addition, he added, issues 
of “equity” involving sports 
across the city have been dis-
cussed at the city’s youth sports 
advisory board, whose meet-
ings are public.
 For his part, Euille described 
himself as a longtime supporter 
of the boxing club, but added 
that he’s not getting involved 
— for now. City staff will brief 
Alexandria’s top elected offi-
cials at the appropriate time, the 
mayor said.
 “I get involved in something 
when I know the facts,” he add-
ed. “I have no facts. I have not 
been briefed by staff or anyone, 
so I have no comment.”
 Pressed on whether there 

ought to be a mechanism for 
public input, the mayor said 
the public doesn’t typically get 
involved in lease or contract ar-
rangements.
 “If people want to make 
comments, they certainly can in 
writing or whatever, you can’t 
prevent any of that from occur-
ring, but there’s no formal pro-
cess, for instance, where there 
will be a city council meeting or 
public hearing or anything like 
that,” he said. “That is just not 
how we do business.”
 Still, the mayor said he 
would do everything he could 
to “sustain and maintain” the 
club either at the Charles Hous-
ton center or elsewhere in the 
city. But he said it’s too early to 
comment on any specifics.
 “Up until now I have no 
knowledge ... about any ongo-
ing discussions, so it’s not fair 
for me to comment,” he said.
 While city elected officials 
remain appear largely unaware 
of the situation, David A. Mill-
er, division chief for the city’s 
recreation department, said the 
D.C.-based nonprofit oversee-
ing the club and the city already 
agreed to a “framework.”
 Miller said the next step is 
to draw up an agreement that 
can be signed in the next 30 
days that would allow the box-
ing club to operate three eve-
nings on weeknights and again 
on Saturdays. He was unsure 
whether the lease would need to 

be presented to city council.
 He said there was no public 
outreach because it’s the “nor-
mal course of business” to ne-
gotiate a lease, which then is 
sent to the city attorney and city 
manager for their approval.
 The boxing club has faced 
uncertainty before, but it found 
a lifeline for years in an unlikely 
alliance with Joe Robert, Jr., an 
amateur boxer who frequented 
the gym. He also was a wealthy 
businessman and philanthro-
pist.
 Robert founded Fight for 
Children, which helped fund the 
small boxing gym before ex-
panding to support educational 
initiatives in Washington. Its 
board includes former District 
mayors Adrian Fenty and Tony 
Williams as well as prominent 
Washington business figures. 
These days, most of the group’s 
charitable work takes place in 
Washington. 
 When Robert died of brain 
cancer in 2011, Alexandria’s 
boxing club lost one of its big-
gest supporters.
 “We were doing the boxing 
club before anything else,” said 
Jeff Travers, director of exter-
nal relations for the nonprofit. 
“It’s obviously important to us 
so we’re trying to work with the 
city … because we want this to 
continue.”
 So does Kenney.
 The teenager walked into 
the gym about five years ago 

not knowing anyone or any-
thing about the sport. She didn’t 
want to hang around her house 
all day, so she read books in the 
corner of the gym while other 
boxers came and went.
 Eventually, though, she 
started training. She hasn’t 
stopped since. 
 Among her accomplish-
ments, she’s won a host of na-
tional and international junior 
and youth championships. The 
official biography of Kenney 
on the U.S. Olympic Commit-
tee website lists her coach, Kay 

Koroma, as her greatest inspira-
tion and her training facility as 
the Alexandria Boxing Club.
 On a recent afternoon be-
fore training, Kenney said she 
felt great as she recalled the 
night she was honored by the 
mayor and city officials last 
summer. But she had a harder 
time finding words to describe 
her feelings now amid the un-
certainty facing a club whose 
fighters and trainers she con-
siders family.
 “Heartbroken,” she said. 
“Heartbroken.”

photo/susan hale thomas   
Boxing coach Kay Koroma looks on as one of his fighters trains at 
the Alexandria Boxing Club. City Councilor John Chapman pledged 
to investigate negotiations between the club and City Hall that could 
radically change the group’s day-to-day operation.
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obituaries

Holly Victoria Burnett, 49, 
a diabetic who struggled for 
many years to battle the irreg-
ularities of her blood glucose 
readings, passed away quietly 
in her Arlington home on July 
19, 2014.
 A career woman all of her 
life, Holly spent 14 years at  
the American Diabetes As-
sociation in Alexandria, and 
another 9 years at the Ameri-
can Builders and Contractors 
Association in Arlington. 
 She was the wind beneath 
most people’s wings, and was 
proud to support whomever 
she was helping, without ask-
ing for credit. Of course, she 
could also tell you every hus-
band of Elizabeth Taylor’s 
as well as the film credits 
of most any actor you could 
imagine, and do a mean Carol 
Channing and Edith Bunker 
impersonation!
 A kid whose dad taught 
her about movies and took 
her to Broadway shows, Hol-
ly spent all her days studying 
actors and actresses, reading 
their biographies and watch-
ing their films and live theater 
performances. 
 As a freshly graduated film 
major settling into Arlington, 
Va. in 1988, Holly was fortu-
nate to feed her passion with 
part-time summer jobs teach-
ing film classes at the most 
prestigious private schools 
within the Washington area 
from 1989 thru 1997, includ-
ing Episcopal High School on 
Quaker Lane, St. Stephens’ 
and St. Agnes in Alexandria 
and The Potomac School in 
McLean. For many years, she 
was the proud hostess of an 
annual Academy Awards par-
ty in her Arlington residence.
 Holly Burnett freelanced 
for many publications within 
the Washington metropolitan 
area over the last 25 years 
and developed a following 
for her feature pieces as well 

as her food and theater re-
views in The Alexandria Ga-
zette Packet, the Alexandria 
Times, The Old Town Crier 
and The Zebra.
 Born in Tallahassee, Fla., 
Holly spent most of her youth 
in California mapping the 
celebrity homes and lunch-
ing and shopping in Beverly 
Hills. She was an honors 
graduate of the Westridge 
School for Girls in Pasadena, 
Calif. and held a B.A. and 
Masters in English, Creative 
Writing and Film from Hol-
lins College in Roanoke, Va.
 Holly is survived by her 
father, Joe A. Burnett, 85, of 
Lanark Village, Fla., her sis-
ter and brother-in-law Wendy 
and Park Randall Miller of 
Tallahassee, Fla., her niece 
Holly Randall Miller, also 
of Tallahassee, her longtime 
friend Mary Wadland of Ar-
lington, Va., and their two lit-
tle dogs, Teddy and Toddler.
 Services will be held 5 
pm on August 16 at Everly 
Wheatley, 1500 W Braddock 
Rd, Alexandria, VA 22302,
(703) 998-9200. 

In lieu of flowers please 
consider a donation to the 

American Diabetes Associa-
tion or the Animal Welfare 

League of Arlington, Va.  

Holly Victoria Burnett

more obituaries, pg. 27
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Bartenders from  
Port City and Paris  
mix it up together

By derricK PerKins

 Behind an unremarkable 
door in an otherwise unexcep-
tional part of Old Town, two 
men brought Alexandria and 
France a little bit closer together 
over drinks one evening last 
week.
 For more than an hour, the 
Port City’s most celebrated 
mixologist, Todd Thrasher, 
swapped recipes and techniques 
with Jerome Susini of the Pari-
sian cocktail lounge Shake n’ 
Smash. It’s a cultural exchange 
local tourism experts hope will 

enhance Alexandria’s stature 
among French travelers. 
 There’s a lot riding on it. Lo-
cal tourism experts estimate that 
France sends 25,000 visitors to 
Alexandria each year, pumping 
about $20 million into the local 
economy. Boosting those num-
bers would bring about even 
greater dividends.
 “The international travel 
market is very appealing; these 
types of visitors stay longer and 
spend more money,” said Claire 
Mouledoux, communications 
director for the Alexandria Con-
vention and Visitors Associa-
tion. “In Alexandria, we’re most 
interested in France, the U.K. 
and Germany. They are looking 
for an authentic experience with 

culture, great dining and a small-
town feel.”
 Mouledoux’s association 
helped coordinate last week’s 
cocktail summit at the acclaimed 
cocktail bar and replica speak-
easy PX with the intent of send-
ing Susini back to France with 
one of Thrasher’s signature reci-
pes. There, he will duplicate the 
concoction at an event later this 
year aimed at boosting travel in-
terest in Alexandria and across 
the metropolitan region. 
 But Thrasher and Susini fo-
cused less on the economics at 
play and more on their drinks. 
Despite having never met be-
fore, the two collaborated 

scene around town

SEE cocKtails | 17

Join us for the 5th Annual Maryland Tradition!
TICKETS STARTING AT $59!

VISIT THE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS.
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Please no pets or weapons. Tickets are non-refundable. Show is rain or shine. Please drink responsibly.  Advance t icket sales c lose on 08/13/14.

A portion of the proceeds benefit:

photo/derrick perkins
Jerome Susini’s On My Way Back from Omaha pays homage to 
American veterans of the Normandy landings during World War II. 
The recipe calls for cider, chestnut honey and apple wood smoke, 
among other ingredients.

Cocktail summit
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ALEXANDRIA
Readers’ Choice20 14

FireFlies
1501 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.548.7200

www.firefliesdelray.com Flat Iron Steak & Saloon
808 King St. / 703.299.0777  
www.flatironkingstreet.com

The Warehouse Bar & Grill 
214 King St. / 703.683.6868  

www.warehousebarandgrill.com

Misha’s Coffeehouse 
and Roaster

102 S. Patrick St. / 703.548.4089 
www.mishascoffee.com

Pizza Paradisio 
124 King St. / 703.837.1245   

www.eatyourpizza.com

Holy Cow 
2312 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.666.8616   

www.holycowdelray.com

PX
King St., find the blue light  

www.eamonnsdublinchipper.com/ 
PX/index.html

Restaurant Eve
110 S. Pitt St. / 703.706.0450  

www.restauranteve.com

Del Ray Pizzeria
2218 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.549.2999

www.delraypizzeria.com

Southside 815
815 S. Washington St. / 703.836.6222

www.southside815.com

Pork Barrel BBQ 
2312 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.822.5699

www.bbqdelray.com

Rustico  
Restaurant & Bar  
827 Slaters Lane / 703.224.5051 

www.rusticorestaurant.com

BEST Brunch BEST STEak

Other Favorites  
Del Ray Café (205 E. Howell Ave.)  

Chadwicks (203 The Strand)

Other Favorites  
St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub (2300 Mount Vernon Ave.)  

Killer E.S.P. (1012 King St.)

Other Favorites  
RedRocks Neapolitan Bistro (904 King St.)  
Del Ray Pizzeria (2218 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
Five Guys (Various Locations)  
BGR (106 N. Washington St.)

Other Favorites  
Restaurant Eve (110 S. Pitt St.),  

The Majestic (911 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Vermillion (1120 King St.) 

Bastille Restaurant & Wine Bar (1201 N. Royal St.)

Other Favorites  
Rocklands Barbeque  (25 S. Quaker Lane)

King Street Blues (112 N. St. Asaph St.)

Other Favorites  
FireFlies (1501 Mount Vernon Ave.) 
T.J. Stone’s Grill House & Tap Room  

(608 Montgomery St.)

BEST coffEE Shop BEST pIZZa

BEST BurgEr

BEST cockTaIlS

BEST happy hour

BEST fInE DInIng

BEST BBQ

You voted and the results are clear-cut. 
Take a look and see whom your neighbors 
turn to around town for a variety of 
everyday needs. 

Other Favorites  
Brabo Restaurant (1600 King St.)

The Dairy Godmother 
2310 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.683.7767  

www.thedairygodmother.com

Other Favorites  
Pop’s Old Fashioned Ice Cream (109 King St.)  

Haute Dogs & Fries (610 Montgomery St.)

BEST IcE crEam/  
froZEn yogurT

Taverna Cretekou 
818 King St. / 703.548.8688   
www.tavernacretekou.com

Other Favorites  
FireFlies (1501 Mount Vernon Ave.)  

Cheesetique  (2411 Mount Vernon Ave.)

BEST paTIo DInIng

Grape & Bean 
118 S. Royal St. / 703.664.0214 
2 E. Walnut St. / 703.888.0709  

www.grapeandbean.com

Other Favorites  
Planet Wine (2000 Mount Vernon Ave.) 

Restaurant Eve (110 S. Pitt St.)

BEST WInE lIST

Winner 
Tie!

Los Tios Grille 
2615 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.299.9290  

www.lostiosgrill.com

Other Favorites  
Haute Dogs & Fries (610 Montgomery St.)

FireFlies (1501 Mount Vernon Ave.)

BEST kID-frIEnDly  
rESTauranT 

FireFlies
1501 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.548.7200

www.firefliesdelray.com

BEST laTE  
nIghT EaTS

Winner 
Tie!
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Restaurant Eve 
110 S. Pitt St. / 703.706.0450 

www.restauranteve.com

Aquilano Salon 
712 N. Washington St. / 703.683.0755 

www.aquilanoartistry.com

FireFlies 
1501 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.548.7200 

www.firefliesdelray.com

Oronoco Bay Park
Base of Wythe St.      

 

Other Favorites  
Haute Dog and Fries (610 Montgomery St.)  

Bastille Restaurant & Wine Bar (1201 N. Royal St.)

Other Favorites  
Ann Welsh Salon (2100 Mount Vernon Ave.)  

Glynn Jones Salon (720 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Del Ray Pizzeria (2218 Mount Vernon Ave.)  

Flying Fish Restaurant (815 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Founder’s Park (2218 Mount Vernon Ave.)

 Jones Point Park (815 King St.)

BEST rESTauranT

BEST haIr Salon

BEST TrIvIa nIghT

BEST park

Sugar House  
Day Spa & Salon 
111 N. Alfred St. / 703.549.9940    
www.sugarhousedayspa.com

FitOne Studio 
814 N. St. Asaph St. / 703.548.2223     

www.fitonestudio.com

Nature’s Nibbles 
2601 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.931.5241    

www.naturesnibbles.com

Caring Hands  
Animal Hospital 

295 S. Van Dorn St. / 703.778.2500    
www.caringhandsvet.com

Your Dog’s Best Friends 
2000 Jefferson Davis Highway / 703.566.1111     

www.yourdogsbestfriends.com

Other Favorites  
Lorien Hotel & Spa (1600 King St.)  

Circe Salon & Day Spa (123 N. Washington St.)

Other Favorites  
Fitness Together (300 N. Washington St. #106)  

Mind the Mat Pilates & Yoga (2214 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
The Dog Park (705 King St.)

PetSmart (Various Locations)

Other Favorites  
Del Ray Animal Hospital (524 E. Mount 
Ida Ave.), Belle Haven Animal Medical 

Centre (1221 Belle Haven Road)

Other Favorites  
A Dog’s Day Out  (403 Swann Ave.)

Dogtopia  (3121 Colvin St.)

BEST Spa

BEST fITnESS STuDIo

BEST pET STorE

BEST vET

BEST pET BoarDIng 

ALEXANDRIA
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Haute Dogs & Fries 
610 Montgomery St. / 703.548.3891    

www.hautedogsandfries.com

The Birchmere 
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.549.7500

www.birchmere.com

Bow Wow Meow 
113 E. Windsor Ave. / 703.850.5559

www.bowwowpets.net

Mint Condition 
103 S. St. Asaph St. / 703.836.6468

www.shopmintcondition.com

Del Ray Pizzeria 
2218 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.548.3891    

www.hautedogsandfries.com

Other Favorites  
Nando’s Peri Peri (702 King St.)  

Chipotle (Various locations)

Other Favorites  
FireFlies (1501 Mount Vernon Ave.)  

The Little Theatre of Alexandria (600 Wolfe St.)

Other Favorites  
Passionately Pets (6368 Hillcrest Place)  
Doggywalker.com (708 Pendleton St.)

Other Favorites  
529 Kids Consign (7918 Fort Hunt Road)  

Current Boutique (1009 King St.)

Other Favorites  
T.J. Stone’s Grill House & Tap Room  

(608 Montgomery St.), Bugsy’s Pizza Restaurant  
& Sports Bar (111 King St.)

BEST faST caSual  
rESTauranT

BEST lIvE  
pErformancE vEnuE

BEST pET SITTEr/ 
WalkEr

BEST conSIgnmEnT 
BouTIQuE 

BEST placE  
To WaTch SporTS

Alexandria Cupcake 
1022 King St. / 703.299.9099
www.alexandriacupcake.com

Lavender Moon Cupcakery 
116 S. Royal St. / 703.683.0588

Buzz Bakery & Lounge 
901 Slaters Lane / 703.600.2899

www.buzzbakery.com

BEST BakEry/ 
canDy Shop

Winner 
Tie! Olde Towne School  

for Dogs 
529 Oronoco St. / 703.836.7643    

www.otsfd.com

Evolution Home  
6239 Shields Ave. / 703.519.1911    

www.evolution-home.com

Other Favorites  
Hairy Situations Dog Grooming (1561 Potomac  

Greens Drive), For Pet’s Sake (1537 N. Quaker Lane)

Other Favorites  
Trojan Antiques (1100 King St.)
Reunions (1709 Centre Plaza)

BEST pET groomEr 

BEST anTIQuE Shop



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    AuguST 7, 2014 | 15 

The Shoe Hive 
127 S. Fairfax St. / 703.548.7105  

www.store.theshoehive.com

King’s Jewelry
609 King St. / 703.549.0011 

www.kingsjewelry.net

Pink & Brown Boutique 
1212 King St. / 703.684.1050  

www.pinkandbrownboutique.com

Torpedo Factory  
Art Center 

105 N. Union St. / 703.838.4565  
www.torpedofactory.org

Other Favorites  
Comfort One Shoes (201 King St.) 
Bishop Boutique (815-B King St.)

Other Favorites  
Silver Parrot Jewelry Boutique (113 King St. #3)  

Gold Works (1400 King St.)

Other Favorites  
The Purple Goose  (2005 Mount Vernon Ave.)  

Monday’s Child  (218 N. Lee St.)

Other Favorites  
Principle Gallery (208 King St.)  

Del Ray Artisans (2704 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Decorium Gift & Home 
116 King St. / 703.739.4662   
www.decoriumhome.com

Other Favorites  
Tchoupitoulas Fine Furnishings (210 N. Lee St.)  

Red Barn Mercantile  (1117 King St.)

BEST homE STorE

BEST ShoE STorE

BEST JEWElry STorE

BEST arT  
STuDIo/gallEry 

BEST chIlDrEn’S STorE

ALEXANDRIA
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Artfully Chocolate  
506 John Carlyle St. / 703.575.8686    

www.artfullychocolate.com

Cheesetique 
2411 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.706.5300 

www.cheesetique.com

Alexandria Associates 
in Dermatology  

1900 N. Beauregard St., Ste. 110 
703.212.7546 / www.cheesetique.com

Other Favorites  
Carlyle Club (411 John Carlyle St.)  

Sweet Fire Donna’s (510 John Carlyle St.)

Other Favorites  
Evening Star Cafe (2000 Mount Vernon Ave.)

St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub (2300 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
Port City Brewing Company (3950 Wheeler Ave.)

Landmark Honda (5125 Duke St.)

BEST carylE/ 
EISEnhoWEr BuSInESS

BEST  
DEl ray BuSInESS

BEST WEST EnD  
BuSInESS 

RT’s Restaurant 
3804 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.684.6010   

www.rtsrestaurant.net

J Brown & Co  
1119 King St. / 703.548.9010

Other Favorites  
MOM’s Organic Market (3831 Mount Vernon Ave.)

The Birchmere (3701 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Other Favorites  
Pink & Brown Boutique (1212 King St.)  

Tchoupitoulas Fine Furnishings (210 N. Lee St.)

BEST olD ToWn  
BuSInESS

BEST arlanDrIa  
BuSInESS 

Alexandria Police  
Youth Academy  

3600 Wheeler Ave. / 703.746.4444  
www.alexandriava.gov/police

Christine Sennot,  
@home Real Estate   

111 S. Alfred St. / 703.785.8762   
www.athomedcmetro.com

Post Carlyle 
501 Holland Lane / 703.519.7678  

www.postproperties.com

Other Favorites  
King Street Cats (25 Dove St.) 

Ten Thousand Villages (915 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Karen Hall, @home Real Estate (111 S. Alfred St.) 

McEnearney Associates, Inc. Realtors (109 S. Pitt St.)

Other Favorites  
Bell Del Ray (625 E. Monroe Ave.)  

Monticello Lee (2801 Park Center Drive)

BEST non profIT

BEST rEalTor 

BEST  
aparTmEnT BuIlDIng

Burke & Herbert Bank 
Multiple Locations

Other Favorites  
Napus Federal Credit Union (12 Herbert St.)  

PNC Bank (Multiple Locations)

BEST Bank/ 
crEDIT unIon

@home Real Estate   
111 S. Alfred St. / 703.791.1167   

www.athomedcmetro.com

Other Favorites  
Divine Touch Massage and Bodywork   

(2201 Mount Vernon Ave.) 
Striker Pierce Investigations (901 King St.)

BEST nEW BuSInESS

Jack Taylor’s  
Alexandria Toyota 

3750 Jefferson Davis Highway 
703.684.0700 / www.alexandriatoyota.com

Other Favorites  
Alexandria Hyundai (1707 Mount Vernon Ave.)

Mini of Alexandria (5990 Duke St.)

Kiskadee 
2205 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.549.0813    

www.kiskadeeshop.com

The Purple Goose  
2005 Mount Vernon Ave. / 703.683.2918    

www.thepurplegoose.com

The Enchanted  
Florist 

139 S. Fairfax St.  / 703.836.7777    
www.enchantedfloristoldtown.com

Other Favorites  
Current Boutique (1009 King St.)

Other Favorites  
Helen Olivia Flowers (128 N Pitt St.) 

The Virginia Florist (1632 Belle View Blvd.)

BEST cloThIng  
BouTIQuE

Winner 
Tie!

BEST florIST

BEST car DEalErShIp
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Serving affordable, juicy steaks and American fare.

808 King St., AlexAndriA, VA 22314 | 703-299-0777 
www.flAtironKingStreet.com

Rockin’ with reservations during Alexandria’s Restaurant Week! 

3 Course fixed menu  
for Lunch & Dinner

Lunch menu $20 
Dinner menu $35

Each Menu offers choices of Appetizer, 
Entree & Dessert

*Reservations available online

703-836-5123  ✳  www.alalucia.com
315 Madison St. Alexandria VA 22314

Sun-Tues  
25% off  

any bottle of 
wine when  
dining in

now to august 7

JANE AUSTEN DANCE CLASS 
In preparation for the Jane Austen Ball 
on August 9, learn 18th-century English 
country dancing from expert instructors. 
Reservations recommended. Tickets 
cost $12 per class or $30 for all three.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
shop.alexandriava.gov

now to august 31

SIT DOWN AND TAKE A STAND: 
THE SAMUEL W. TUCKER EXHI-
BITION This exhibition focuses on the 
life of famed civil rights attorney Samuel 
Wilbert Tucker and the historic 1939 sit-
in at a city library. Admission is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356 or www.
alexandriava.gov/blackhistory

now to september 8

‘SCAPES AND STRUCTURES 
In the month of August at the Art 
League Gallery, two exhibitions about 
landscapes and sculptural work will be 
open for public view. ‘Scapes features 
work that illustrates elements of our 
external world, while Structures features 
three-dimensional sculptures, forms, 
structures and creations.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursdays, 
Noon to 6 p.m. Sundays.
Location: The Art League, Torpedo 
Factor Art Center, 105 N. Union St., 
Studio 21.
Information: 703-683-1780 or www.
theartleague.org.

now to september 14

SUMMER CHAMBER SE-
RIES The Washington Metropolitan 
Philharmonic Association presents its 
Summer Chamber Series at the Lyceum, 
featuring musicians playing chamber 
compositions. Admission is free, with 
donations accepted.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m. Sundays
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-799-8229, wmpmu-
sic@earthlink.org or www.wmpmusic.org

now to september 26

BASEBALL BOAT TO NATION-
ALS PARK Take a Potomac Riverboat 
Co. ferry across the Potomac River to 
catch the Washington Nationals at 80 
percent of home games. Tickets are $15 

one way or $25 for a round trip.
Time: Various
Location: Alexandria Marina, 1 
Cameron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or www.
baseballboat.com

august 7

MUSIC AT TWILIGHT CONCERT 
A jazz and R&B performance by the 
Ambience Band. Guests are encouraged 
to bring a folding chair or blanket and 
a picnic.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-746-5592

BLOOD DRIVE The American Red 
Cross ask blood and platelet donors to 
help prevent a possible summer short-
age by donating.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Red Cross Alexandria Chap-
ter House, 123 N. Alfred St.
Information: 800-733-2767 or red-
crossblood.org

UPCYCLE KICK-OFF EVENT Up-
Cycle’s new project “Fur-Vor” examines 
the role dogs play in Alexandria and how 
they fit into the community. The kick-off 
event will explain the project and the 
role residents and businesses can play.
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: UpCycle, 1712 Mount 
Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-861-8705 or www.
upcyclecrc.org.

august 8

LECTURE AND BOOK SIGNING 
Author and journalist Wil Haygood hosts 
a lecture and book signing for his work 
“The Butler: A Witness to History”, a 
portrait of Eugene Allen’s life as a black 
butler in the White House. Admission 
is free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

august 9-10

SUMMER SIDEWALK SALE  
More than 50 businesses in Alexandria 
will participate in the fifth annual Alexan-
dria Summer Sidewalk Sale, which will 
last the entire weekend for the first time. 
Summer merchandise will be available 
with large discounts, while there will also 
be product demonstrations and other 
events throughout.
Time: Hours vary by retailer
Location: Participating stores through-
out Old Town and Del Ray
Information: www.visitalexva.com/
sidewalksale

august 9

IRISH FESTIVAL A festival to 
promote Irish heritage that includes Irish 
music, entertainment from Irish dance 
schools, vendors, crafts, food and drink 
sales and pipe bands.
Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: 703-475-9415 or www.
ballyshaners.org

calendar  

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.519.0055 • www.FostersGrille.com 

Independently Owned & Operated | Valid at this location only

Re s taurant Week $35 de a ls 
BR ing youR Child ! !

August 15th - August 31st

2 Adult Meals  
+ 2 Milk Shakes
+ One Kids Meal

2 Adult meals 
+ 2 Kids meals 
(Additional Toppings  
& Sides are extra)

OR

OptiOn 1 OptiOn 2

Introduce your restaurant’s offerings  

during the weeklong, city-wide event celebrating  

Alexandria’s unique dining opportunities! 

Call 703-739-0001 to advertise in our  
August 14th and August 21st issues. 
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Monty Python’s SPAMALOT    8/2 - 8/23

Come see the show that raises silliness to 
an art form! Winner of three Tony Awards, 
including one for Best Musical, this musical 
comedy sensation, “lovingly ripped off 
from” the 1975 film Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail, is an irreverent parody of the tale 
of King Arthur and his Knights of the Round 

Table as they embark on a quest for the Holy Grail. Witty songs, 
loopy characters, and a sprinkling of Broadway theatre parodies 
promise an evening of merriment and good cheer at LTA!

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

Call the Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001. 

2004 Eisenhower Ave.  
Alexandria, VA 22314 

703.519.0055  
Independently Owned & Operated

Join Us for  

Happy Hour
Drink Specials

7 days a week | 4-7 p.m.  

~ plus $.60 wings! ~ 

outdoor patio  
& ample parking

STRAIgHT uP

Call today  
to advertise your business  
and Happy Hour specials.  

tIME FoR HaPPy HoUR
like old partners, talking shop 
as they concocted ever more 
elaborate cocktails for a small 
group of reporters and tourism 
officials. 
 First, back to that unas-
suming door near the intersec-
tion of King and Columbus 
streets marking the entrance to 
Thrasher’s imitation speakeasy. 
Though Thrasher is a celeb-
rity in the cocktail world (much 
like his business partner, chef 
Cathal Armstrong, is in culi-
nary circles), ring the doorbell 
and you might find him on the 
other side. 
 “I’m here for the demonstra-
tion,” says the reporter when 
the door swings open.
 “Oh, good,” Thrasher re-
plies. “I’m here for that, too.”
 He is just as irreverent ex-
plaining the back-story of the 
name of one of his favorite 
cocktails: Change This, Change 
That, Change Everything. It 
stemmed from a customer who, 
years ago, got Thrasher fed up 
with ingredient substitutions.
 He has a slightly differ-
ent name for it: Change This, 

Change That, Aw F--- it, 
Change Everything.
 “But I can’t put that on a 
menu,” he says resignedly.
 Susini is just as gregarious, 
passionately describing how he 
comes up with recipes, explain-
ing his choice in ingredients 
and discussing French drinking 
habits.
 “In France, people start with 
a cocktail and go to the wine,” 
he says matter-of-factly. “And 
then, often, another cocktail.”
 Their collaboration came 
about serendipitously. As part 
of their effort to entice Euro-
pean travelers, the local travel 
association works with Capital 
Region USA, which promotes 
Washington, Virginia and 
Maryland overseas. When that 
group’s French representative 
dropped by PX last year, he fell 
in love, as the speakeasy re-
minded him of Susini’s Parisian 
hotspot.
 Capital Region USA and Al-
exandria’s tourism association 
were able to organize a meeting 
of the minds while Susini and 
co-owner Sephora Cohen were 
traveling in the U.S. The result: 
A friendly game of one-upman-
ship that saw Thrasher mix up 
one of his staples — Sweet Ba-

sil — as well as Change This, 
Change That, Change Every-
thing and a new drink crafted in 
homage to Portland chef Andy 
Ricker’s Pok Pok restaurant.
 Susini countered with On 
My Way Back from Omaha — 
named in honor of American 
soldiers who participated in 
the Normandy landings during 
World War II — a garnish laden 
cocktail known as In Bacchus 
We Trust and Le Dandy, a drink 
that’s only complete with a rib-
bon representing the colors of 
the French flag wrapped around 
the glass. 
 “Whenever any other bar-
tender comes to town,” Thrash-
er said, “it’s exciting.”

cocKtails 

FROM | 12

photo/derrick perkins
Jerome Susini (left) hangs out 
with celebrated Old Town mixolo-
gist Todd Thrasher after the two 
swapped cocktail recipes at PX 
last week. 
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Imperfections Antiques and Great Stuff
1210 King Street, Alexandria, VA
www.imperfectionsantiques.com

Eclectic mix of antique, vintage and collectible furniture with an eye 
to charm & quality at affordable prices

Hand-painted Furniture - Mirrors - Folding Screens - Chandeliers - Bronzes - Lamps 
Staffordshire and Hummel Figurines - Wood Carvings - Quimper Pottery Pieces - Rugs  

and more!  -  New arrivals weekly

Storewide Sale  
15% to 60% on all merchandise  

Excluding jewelry case and Zachary Sasim 

Paris Style Flea Market Sidewalk Sale
Saturday, August 9th, 10am to 6pm • Sunday, August 10th, 11am to 6pm

maggie jane’s 
brownstone

913 King Street 
Alexandria, VA

‘Like Us’ on Facebook!

maggie jane’s
114 S. Royal Street 

Alexandria, VA

Vintage & painted furniture, unique home accessories,  
and other great finds at two locations!

Sale
alExandR Ia 

S IdEwalk 

August 9th & 10th

0ld town & Del Ray
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 Russia and Brazil recently 
came under heavy criticism 
for the way they dealt with 
the stray dogs and cats that 
roamed their streets as they 
prepared for the Winter Olym-
pics and the World Cup, re-
spectively. Both were accused 
of using cruel methods to rid 
themselves of the 
thousands of strays 
that inhabit their 
cities.
 People around 
the world rallied on 
behalf of the strays 
in both countries. 
Shelters and res-
cues offered their 
help. But the reality 
is that stray animals 
dwell in urban and developing 
areas across the globe. Unfor-
tunately, rescuing a select few 
is not the answer.
 As a child growing up in 
Ecuador, I remember wanting 
desperately to help the strays 
I encountered. However, 
my family always cautioned 
against it. These animals were 
often food-aggressive, dis-
eased and pest-ridden. Feed-
ing them was discouraged 
because they would return and 
could become a nuisance. Pet-
ting them was out of the ques-
tion. Aid organizations were 
nonexistent at the time and 
people simply looked the oth-
er way, devastated at the sight 
of these poor yet potentially 
dangerous animals.
 As with other animal spe-
cies, dogs and cats are de-
signed to reproduce. They will 
continue to reproduce at stag-
gering rates unless something 

is done about it.  
 Areas that do not have 
programs in place to trap, 
spay/neuter and release these 
animals have no way of con-
trolling the overwhelming 
numbers of cats and dogs 
born annually. The average 
cat or dog can have anywhere 

from one to 
eight offspring 
per litter; that’s 
a lot of mouths 
to feed and a big 
strain on an ur-
ban population. 
 L u c k i l y , 
companies and 
nonprofit organi-
zations continue 
b ra ins to rming 

creative ways to control pet 
populations and offer proper 
care to existing colonies and 
packs. Most recently, a Turk-
ish company made headlines 
for inventing a vending ma-
chine of sorts that encour-
ages recycling while feeding 
strays. 
 The machine, which was 
developed and is maintained 
at no cost to the city, was in-
troduced in Istanbul, where 
experts estimate the homeless 
pet population to be around 
150,000. A huge improvement 
from the poisoning campaigns 
that may have been used in the 
past, the machine dispenses 
food and water when bottles 
are deposited. It even recycles 
leftover water in the bottles, 
serving it up for the strays’ 
consumption.
 It is a great innovation not 
only because it takes the burden 
of caring for the strays off of 

area residents but also because 
it encourages two very good 
habits: recycling and concern 
for the environment, including 
the welfare of animals. 
 By teaching people to care 
for the environment and for 
animals, we’re teaching com-
passion, expanding horizons, 
melting differences and estab-
lishing a greater world view, 
one of peaceful cohabitation 
and respect for one another. 
 Now, if we could attach 
a humane and efficient trap-
neuter-return program to one 
of these machines, we could 
further the effort by prevent-
ing unwanted litters from 
coming into existence. If you 
ask me, dogs and cats are too 
noble and special to live in 
anything but ideal conditions 
including proper shelter, vet-
erinary care and the occasion-
al belly rub. 

The writer is the owner  
of The Wag Pack.

Stray pets need our help, 
both here and abroad

Pet matters

By Isabel Alvarez

By teaching 
people to care 

for the environment 
and for animals, we’re 
teaching compassion, 
expanding horizons, 
melting differences and 
establishing a greater 
world view, one of 
peaceful cohabitation 
and respect for one 
another.”

contact@KingStreetCats.org www.KingStreetCats.org

Advertise your business or service for pets in the 
Alexandria Times. Call 703-739-0001 today!
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To the editor:
 In response to Dino Dru-
di’s letter to the editor on July 
17 (“What did the Founders 
really mean in the Declara-
tion of Independence?”), I 
take no small offense at his 
subtle attacks on the Declara-
tion of Independence and his 
revisionist views of American 
history.  
 Most importantly, I’m 
alarmed at his comparing 
the use of atomic weapons 
against Imperial Japan at the 
end of World War II with the 
hostilities on the American 
frontier. The Declaration, au-

thored for the most part by 
Virginia’s own Thomas Jef-
ferson, was groundbreaking 
at the time and represented 
certain compromises accept-
able to those brave men who 
signed it. 
 It may not meet the stan-
dards of Drudi in 2014, but 
it is a consolidated position 
of those delegates who stood 
against the tyranny of King 
George III and for the liberty 
of Americans. It is not per-
fect, nor were the men who 
signed it, but it continues to 
serve as a good start and an 
example through which to de-

velop a more perfect union.
 Drudi seems focused on 
what the Declaration did not 
do instead of what it did. I 
argue that we should be less 
critical of the foundations of 
our Republic and take some 
time to reexamine Drudi’s 
flawed ideas on the tenets 
of Colonial history, republi-
canism and classical liberal-
ism. Maybe he can start with 
something as simple as the 
musical “1776.”

- Charles Faulkner
Alexandria

our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your Views

 There’s an old saying, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” While 
grammatically questionable, the adage contains considerable 
wisdom, and is the correct response to the growing controversy 
surrounding the future of the Alexandria Boxing Club.
 The club, a descendant of several generations of sparring 
groups in Alexandria, has operated for many years at the Charles 
Houston Recreation Center with a sweetheart deal from the city. 
The club’s equipment, coaches and insurance are funded by the 
D.C. non-profit Fight for Children — a creation of the late philan-
thropist Joe Robert. Under the agreement, the City of Alexandria 
provided free space for the club at the recreation center.
 The problem arose earlier this year when the group’s free lease 
arrangement at Charles Houston expired just as the city embarked 
on a cost recovery initiative to increase fees collected from its 
recreation programs. (Alexandria recoups a paltry 12 percent of 
its recreation department’s operating budget through fees, com-
pared to a 34 percent nationwide average.)
 The city has continued the old arrangement on a month-to-
month basis while simultaneously negotiating a new agreement 
with Fight for Children. Considerable furor recently erupted in 
the Parker-Gray neighborhood — home to many boxing club 
members — after details leaked of a proposed new deal that 
would slash the club’s hours of operation by more than half.
 Unfortunately, Mayor Bill Euille added fuel to the flames by 
saying, “That is just not how we do business,” in response to a re-
porter questioning whether residents should have say in the deal. 
Technically, the mayor is right: There is no provision for public 
input on each lease the city signs. City Hall’s work would grind to 
a halt if public comment sessions were held on every bit of busi-
ness it conducts.
 However, deciding the fate of a wildly successful Alexandria 
institution — home to several boxing hopefuls for the 2016 Sum-
mer Olympics — that serves many of our poorest residents is a 
topic that most definitely warrants public input.
 Everyone needs to step back, reassess and then proceed slow-
ly. We have several suggestions:
 First, continue the existing month-to-month arrangement 
through the end of 2014. The city has allowed the club to operate 
on this basis for many years, why the sudden rush to change? 
 Take those five months to study usage of club space. Does 
the club, which currently operates from 4:30 p.m. until Charles 
Houston closes, fully utilize the space at all times? Then make 
note of times and days when the space might be reallocated for 
other uses without causing disruption to the boxing club.
 If the city needs to charge the club to use its space — not an 
unfair requirement given the need to raise revenues — find out 
what those fees would be. The ensuing five months would give 
community organizers time to raise money to cover the cost for 
those unable to pay. Perhaps organizations like the Alexandria 
Community Trust could help. 
 Even if public hearings aren’t in order, holding a couple of 
city-sponsored community meetings that bring together affected 
Parker-Gray residents, Fight for Children representatives and 
concerned Alexandrians seems like a good idea.
 Let’s find a way to work this out in a fair, amicable way, and 
leave the fighting in the ring.

Don’t let the boxing club’s fate 
become a street fight

Attack on the Declaration of Independence 
smacked of revisionist history
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To the editor:
 Some of the arguments 
opposing the Presbyterian 
Church’s divestment from 
companies connected to 
Israel sound very much 
like the ones set forth by 
the whites of South Africa 
prior to the end of white 
minority rule in that coun-
try under apartheid.  
 Nonetheless, the world 
refused to buy into the 
idea that the whites’ 400 
years of history in South 
Africa gave them the right 
to oppress that country’s 
other inhabitants.  Like-
wise, being on the receiv-
ing end of ANC bombings 

did not give whites carte 
blanche to engage in acts 
of aggression against their 
fellow civilians.  
 Most of all, nonvio-
lent objections to white 
privilege and domination 
were not equivalent to a 
campaign of hatred be-
ing waged against whites. 
They were a rational re-
sponse that successfully 
kept South Africa from 
evolving into a Rwanda-
style tragedy.  
 While divestment is 
a polarizing issue, it is 
much more polarizing 
to insist that anyone dis-
agreeing with your opin-

ions is guilty of hate, rac-
ism, anti-Semitism or any 
other “ism.” Israel, which 
is quickly losing ground in 
terms of its demographic 
majority (another similar-
ity to South Africa), has 
a limited amount of time 
before a one-state solution 
will be imposed on it.  
 The time for making 
peace is sooner rather 
than later — name-calling 
and vitriol doesn’t further 
the discussion.

- George Byrd
Falls Church

To the editor:
 Regarding the issues 
that surround bicycling in 
Alexandria — particularly 
with creating bike lanes 
and providing additional 
accommodations for bicy-
clists — I feel compelled 
to report my observations 
from a recent weekend.  
 On a Sunday after-
noon not long ago, I had 
to drop off and later pick 
up someone by the Tor-
pedo Factory Art Center. 
On both occasions I got 
a waiting spot on Union 
Street by the intersection 
with Cameron Street. As 
I sat in my car for about 
20 minutes each time, I 
watched the many bicy-
clists coming through that 
part of Old Town. 
 I estimate I saw about 
50 or 60 cyclists come 
and go while I waited. I 
counted only two that ac-
tually stopped at the stop 
signs. The vast majority 
completely ignored them. 
Not only did they not even 
slow down, they pedaled 

right through the intersec-
tion at full speed. 
 I saw about a dozen 
near misses with pedestri-
ans. People trying to cross 
in the crosswalks had to 
jump back or wait to avoid 
being hit by cyclists run-
ning the sign. There also 
were several close calls 
with cars. A vehicle that 
stopped at the sign and 
then continued almost hit 
a cyclist who was cruising 
right through the intersec-
tion without stopping. 
 When I came down 
Duke Street and turned 
onto Union Street I was 
almost hit by cyclists that 
blew through the stop 
sign there. I watched ad-
ditional cyclists go right 
through the stop signs at 
King and Union streets.    

 Something has to be 
done about this cycling 
anarchy, which has seem-
ingly spurred a complete 
disregard for basic traffic 
laws among a large num-
ber of cyclists. With more 
and more being done to 
encourage and accommo-
date cycling, we should 
— as a community — de-
mand greater compliance 
with traffic laws. 
 There is no excuse for 
that level of disregard, not 
to mention the conduct 
that was extremely unsafe 
for everyone. What I wit-
nessed in Old Town that 
day was appalling and 
should not be tolerated.

- B. Marquis
Alexandria

Divestment does not equal anti-Semitism

We must stop the ‘cycling anarchy’

with more and more being done to 
encourage and accommodate cycling, 

we should — as a community — demand 
greater compliance with traffic laws.”

Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 A positive preschool experi-
ence is a critical component for 
the success of our city’s young-
est residents. 
 The top priorities for the 
Alexandria City School Board 
are to ensure that our students 
achieve at high levels and are 
well-rounded critical 
thinkers with a pas-
sion for learning. It 
has been thoroughly 
researched and docu-
mented that pre-kin-
dergarten experiences 
are among the most 
cost-effective means 
to improve the aca-
demic performance of 
students, especially among those 
whose families struggle finan-
cially. The students served by 
The Campagna Center, for ex-
ample, are our future students, 
and our student-centered deci-
sions demand that we give our 
budding scholars a head start 
whenever possible.  
 The Campagna Center has 
worked in partnership with the 
city school district for nearly 50 
years and will continue to help 
families succeed through our 
Head Start program. As staff at 
the center will confirm, for the 
past 12 to 18 months, school of-
ficials have worked together with 
them and city officials to ad-
dress space-related matters at the 
new Jefferson-Houston school. 
Throughout the public process 
associated with building the new 
school, classrooms for Head Start 
children always were conveyed 
as a necessary component.
 The role of the school board 
is to adopt policy for the daily 
operation of schools and to see 
that the district’s rules are prop-
erly explained, observed and 
enforced. During the Jefferson-

Houston construction project, 
there was discussion — through 
informational updates to the past 
and present school boards — of 
moving the Head Start program 
to another location. In the end, 
the existing classroom space 
for the district’s early childhood 

programs and the four 
Head Start classrooms 
were incorporated 
into the new building. 
Good planning and 
cooperation among 
city and schools staff 
— and school partners 
— led to retaining pre-
K options for the com-
munity. 

 We are fortunate that neither 
the city council nor the school 
board needed to put this on their 
business agendas because of 
the work of the superintendent, 
city manager and their respec-
tive staffs. I am pleased that the 
school board is working closely 
with the mayor and city council 
to make additional — and stron-
ger — pre-K offerings in the fu-
ture for our city.
 This district is about to open 
its first new school building since 
2007, one that will provide im-
proved learning spaces for our 
students. The pre-K through 
eighth grade Jefferson-Houston 
will provide a foundation for 
teaching our children and will be 
embraced as a new opportunity 
for our city. Local residents, par-
ticularly those in the Jefferson-
Houston community, can cel-
ebrate the hope and promise that 
it represents and work together to 
make good on those promises to 
the children of Alexandria.

The writer is the chairwoman of 
the Alexandria School Board.

pre-K students will get  
a boost with the opening of  
the new Jefferson-houston

Karen Graf
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Academics, not athletics, 
must be prioritized

Detective Julie goble did right by us

Times’ cartoonist should 
stick to what he knows

To the editor:
 Uh oh. Having read new 
Alexandria City Public 
Schools Superintendent Alvin 
Crawley’s first opinion piece 
(“ACPS supports students and 
student-athletes equally,” July 
3), I fear we’re in for another 
round of “more money” solu-
tions for our underperform-
ing school district. His senti-
ments were adroitly conveyed 
in remarks that made clear 
he places athletic prowess on 
the same plateau as academic 
achievement.
 I took his remarks to be a 
preparatory announcement for 
ACPS spending what should 
be hard-to-come-by money to 
place athletic lights on T.C. 
Williams’ football field. A 
soon-to-be-released feasibil-
ity study will no doubt pro-
vide justification, especially 
as it was commissioned by the 
school board that hired him.
 Surely everyone remotely 
exposed to our public schools 
knows that neither lights nor 
money offer solutions. If 
money was the answer, then 
an unbelievably expensive 
new high school, wherein 
all who attend receive a free 
education, free transportation 
to school and — undoubt-

edly for some — free meals, 
would make them tremendous 
achievers who surpass expec-
tations and ace every test.
 Certainly athletics, like 
lots of other extracurricular 
activities, are a wonderful 
benefit to our students. How-
ever, I disagree that academ-
ics and athletics should be 
supported equally. Athletics 
must always be secondary. It’s 
extracurricular, after all.
 Moreover, taxpayers are 
not paying for a football 
championship. We are pay-
ing to prepare students for a 
challenging future in a world 
where running, throwing and 
catching a pigskin will not 
help. Overpaid professional 
athletes’ frequent mismanage-
ment of their excessive com-
pensation underscores that 
they should have been better 
students. 
 My point: Forget lighting 
T.C.’s football field, Superin-
tendent Crawley. Illuminate 
us instead with your creative 
solutions for the chronic prob-
lems besetting our public 
school district.

- Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

To the editor:
 Almost two years ago, 
our house in Rosemont was 
robbed. 
 We were burgled on a Fri-
day afternoon and the man 
responsible was arrested 
the following Monday. My 
wife and I instantly were 
impressed by the effort of 
detective Julie Goble, who 
was very efficient in canvass-
ing the neighborhood, not to 
mention in her work direct-
ing the other officers look-
ing for evidence around our 
house. 
 We were even more im-

pressed by the fact that she 
got the right result so quickly 
and was able to bring the 
man who robbed us to jus-
tice, as well as recover a few 
of our stolen items.
 My wife and I have sub-
sequently told many of our 
neighbors in Alexandria of 
our remarkable encounter 
with the local police depart-
ment, and never fail to credit 
Goble and her conduct spe-
cifically. 
 We remain grateful.
 So it was altogether 
shocking to read the article in 
the Alexandria Times about 

her demotion and gender dis-
crimination lawsuit (“Officer 
sues police department for 
discrimination, harassment,” 
July 17). Having dealt with 
her professionally, the treat-
ment of her strikes us as un-
fair to say the least. My wife 
and I would gladly testify to 
her obvious competence.
 Our experience suggests 
that the Alexandria Police 
Department has made a 
grave mistake that needs to 
be rectified. 

- Mark Hemingway
Alexandria

To the editor:
 Why, in your cartoon por-
traying Palestinians and Israe-
lis as pawns of unseen powers 
(July 10), were the Palestinians 
dressed in the Turkish flag? 
 The flag of Palestine is a 
red triangle with black, white 
and green stripes. If the cres-
cent and star were intended to 
represent the Palestinians as 

Muslims, this also is inaccu-
rate as a minority of Palestin-
ians are Christians. 
 If your cartoonist is as ill-
informed about these matters 
as it appears, maybe he should 
confine himself to other topics.

- Erica Mitrano
Arlington

To the editor:
 Recently, on a hiking 
trip along the Appalachians, 
I had the pleasure and pain 
of three different hotel ex-
periences. One of them took 
place in the Hotel Indigo in 
Asheville, N.C., and the ex-
perience there may indicate 
what the new Carr City Cen-
ters’ hotel at the foot of Duke 
Street could offer.
  From a distance, the Hotel 
Indigo in Asheville looked 
like fun. It fit the trendy, 
artsy-craftsy feel of Ashe-
ville’s downtown. Set just off 
the highway and surrounded 
by an urban hardscape, our 
first experience was with an 
attendant, who directed us 
to park below and indicated 
there were carts we could use 
to haul our luggage. It was 
a long, hot walk rolling the 
bags to the cramped elevator.
 Arriving in the lobby, we 
were met by scurrying mem-
bers of the hotel staff, who 
ran between the front desk, 

eating area and lobby space. 
It was colorful and chaotic 
while creating an ambiance 
of high panic.
  Our penthouse room 
boasted room-spanning win-
dows with a view. It also was 
cramped with no room (for 
more than one) to sit with a 
cocktail and enjoy the pan-
orama. As in a student dorm, 
others apparently were ex-
pected to sit on their beds. 
The shower in the bathroom 
leaked onto the floor. We had 
one rather small bar of soap 
for all to share. There was 
space for little more than one 
backpack.
  The wait staff started the 
next morning by announcing 
that the waffle machine was 
broken and were puzzled by 
a guest question about bread. 
Sitting in the combined 
lobby was somewhat enter-
taining, although noisy and 
agitated, and created an anx-
ious feeling. Guests appeared 
subdued, as they engaged in 

a do-it-yourself hotel en-
counter — an Hotel Indigo 
experience.
  In contrast, Mitchell’s 
Lodge & Cottages in High-
lands, N.C. was (and is) a 
cozy and quaint lodge run 
by the third generation of the 
same family. It felt as if you 
were in a place like nowhere 
else — because you were. 
The generous spirit of the 
owners made you feel wel-
come. Breakfast was spent 
swapping hiking tales and 
laughs with other guests and, 
as with Old Town, it was ef-
fortless “branding.”  
 I hope the new Indigo 
in Old Town will fit in with 
our historic district’s dis-
tinctive flair, beauty, unique 
ambiance and long-standing 
reputation for creating a wel-
coming and well-tended ex-
perience.

- Kathryn Papp
Alexandria

Here’s hoping Hotel Indigo is a good 
fit for Old Town
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uring the Civil War, the residence 
and headquarters of the military 
governor of Alexandria was lo-

cated at 209 S. St. Asaph St. As seen in 
this photograph dating from that period, 
the residence was one of a pair of identical 
brick buildings that appear to have been 
built consecutively in the mid-19th cen-
tury, but in fact were built decades apart.
 The structure was originally built in 
the Federal style by dry goods merchant 
John Janney soon after he acquired the 
lot in 1809. Janney’s wife Elizabeth died 
in February of that year, while he was in 
the midst of several major personal and 
business changes in his life, apparently 
connected with his advancing age. He 
remained in the impressive three-story 
home until his death in May 1823.
 The house passed through several oc-
cupants until it was sold in 1847 to Wil-
liam McVeigh. Four years later, with both 
Alexandria’s prosperity and his own for-
tunes increasing, McVeigh purchased and 
demolished the wood-frame tenement 
next door at 211 S. St. Asaph St. He built 
a brick house on the lot that mirrored his 
own residence, but modeled the exte-
rior facades of both buildings to reflect 
emerging architectural trends of the time, 
including larger windows and more sub-
stantial exterior trim and lintels.
 McVeigh remained at the first of the 
homes until the Civil War broke out in 
May 1861. Within months, Union au-
thorities confiscated his property for 
military use. In August 1862, Gen. John 
Potts Slough, a former lawyer and politi-

cian from Cincinnati who had served as 
a Union officer in New Mexico, was ap-
pointed military governor of the District 
of Alexandria. 
 He lived at the former McVeigh house 
and used the property for his headquar-
ters until several months after the war 
had ended. Known for his hot temper, 
Slough had years earlier been expelled 
from the Ohio General Assembly for as-
saulting another member on the floor of 
the legislature.
 When Slough left Alexandria, Presi-
dent Andrew Johnson appointed him 
chief justice of the New Mexico Su-
preme Court. He was assassinated two 
years later in a face-to-face confrontation 
with another politician whom he alleg-
edly slandered. At his trial, the shooter 
was found not guilty on the grounds of 
self-defense, although Slough had not 
managed to fire the weapon he drew in 
his own attempt to defend himself.

Out of the Attic is provided by the  
Office of Historic Alexandria.

out oF the attic

A military mansion

photo/office of historic alexandria

Anthony writes:
As a former City of Alexandria em-
ployee, I can attest it was one of the 
most stressful places I have ever 
worked, mainly [because of] the 
sometimes-unrealistic demands and 
requests placed on employees from 
residents and salaries that are not 
up to par with other governments 
in the region. Working in municipal 
governments for over 15 years, Al-
exandria was a unique and stressful 
experience, but the employees are 
very dedicated.

Rick Stevens writes:
The Torpedo Factory Art Center 
should be turned into an open mar-
ket to rival Eastern Market in D.C. 
It would be far more useful for resi-
dents and a huge tourist draw. The 
building is perfect for an open, thriv-
ing market, not a dying, subsidized 
cave for artists. Instead of draining 
taxpayer money, it would generate 
money. I’ve lived in Old Town for 
20 years and the Torpedo Factory is 
the biggest waste of space we have 
in the city. Fix it!

In response to  
“City Hall beset by recent 
staff departures,” July 31:

In response to  
“Alexandria residents,  
the Torpedo Factory  
needs you,” July 24:

D

weekly Poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Would you have preferred to see  
the state take over the Jefferson-Houston School?

A. Yes. Other groups pay, so should they.   
B.  No. This club successfully serves children — 

leave it alone. 
C.  Either way, its space could be put to better use.

60% Yes.

24% No.

16% It did not matter to me.

This Week  
Should the Alexandria Boxing Club pay 
fees to operate out of Charles Houston 
Recreation Center?

25 votes
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By elaine marKoutsas 

 Perhaps it’s the mystery of 
the sea that captures the imagi-
nation. And how can we not be 
drawn in by the beauty of the 
color alone, starting with the 
glorious blues, from inky in-
digo to aquamarine? 
 Whether it’s the Caribbean 
or the Aegean, the Atlantic or 
Pacific Oceans, Lake Michigan 

or Lake Como, the water — and 
the life within — most definite-
ly informs the interiors of the 
homes near to them.
 But you don’t have to live 
on the water to reap the benefits 
of the design, especially this 
year.
 Coastal decor, like South-
west and other region-specific 
styles, always has an audience. 
Leaf through summer catalogs 

and you can’t help but notice 
enchanting images of sea crit-
ters on pillows, plates, napkins, 
fabrics and even wallcovering 
that may be equally tempting to 
the landlocked.
 Even before we saw the 
glorious under-the-sea themed 
fabrics in Paris showrooms 
in January, we knew this was 

SEE insPiration | 25

at home
Finding inspiration 10,000 
leagues beneath the sea

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE
on everything in the store!

 European Country Living   �   1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314      TEL (703) 778-4172      OnLinE ShopECL.com

SUPER SUMMER SALE We’re Social
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

photo/williams-sonoma
A blown-up image of coral in indigo is a stunning focal point in this airy, 
eclectic design from Williams-Sonoma Home, which teams a modern 
fern-patterned upholstery, woven chairs, white sofa and a wide-striped 
rug. The giclee prints on archival paper are mounted behind glass and 
framed in painted white pine; $670 for one; $1,170 for a set of two. A 
couple of pillows also feature coral fan designs with applique and em-
broidery or needlework on ivory cotton. 

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

home oF the weeK

 Don’t miss this unique op-
portunity to own a property on 
one of Old Town’s more presti-
gious blocks with a double lot. 
 Built around 1898, this 
detached Federal-style brick 
home has approximately 
5,200 square feet of interior 
space on a 4,500-square-foot 
lot. It boasts spacious rooms 
with high ceilings, original 
moldings, wood floors and 
windows. 
 The generous living room 

is complete with a fireplace 
and has access to a sun porch. 
There also is a library/den 
with built-ins, a formal dining 
room and a large eat-in kitch-
en with a fireplace. 
 Front and rear staircases 
take you to the upper level 
which features five bedrooms 
including the master suite that 
has a fireplace and side bal-
cony. The spacious, enclosed 
yard boasts a brick patio and 
gardens.

Rare detached home on a double 
lot in the heart of Old Town

At a glance:
Location: 222 S. Fairfax St.,  
Alexandria, Va., 22314

Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $2,100,000
Year Built: 1898
Bedrooms: 5 (all on the upper level)

Baths: 4
Parking: 2 off street parking spots
Contact: Christine Garner, Weichert Realtors,  
703-587-4855

courtesy photos
 This magnificent Old Town home is ideally located just two blocks from King Street and the riverfront.
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more than a passing fancy 
when we spotted a particular 
shop window in the Place du 
Faubourg Saint Honore. It was 
filled with an entire tableau of 
sea creatures: fish, anemones, 
coral — all crafted from passe-
menterie and elegant upholstery 
and drapery trims.
 “We all are drawn to the 
sea,” says Chris Sotz, a home 
decor buyer at Anthropologie. 
“The ocean provides inherent 
muses and models. The fantasy 
about the sea translates to paint-
ing, watercolors.”
 Italian designer Paola Na-
vone says that her Fish collec-
tion of tableware for Crate and 
Barrel was “happily inspired 
by the Mediterranean sea ... the 
fish and all their beauty, curious 
shapes and personalities.”
 For the Anthropologie team, 
it was a concept trip to Sardinia 
that generated a sea of ideas. 
Sardines and octopi especially 
struck a chord because artists 
had fun graphically laying them 
up end-to-end or superimposing 
images on disparate prints such 
as florals.
 Decorative artists long have 
been fascinated with aquatic 
life. Captivating naturalist vin-
tage hand-colored lithographs 
from the 18th and 19th centu-
ries depicting fish, coral, anem-
ones, urchins and nautilus are 
popular collectibles, beautifully 
displayed in traditional or mod-
ern decor. So are typical Japa-
nese woodblock prints of carp.
 The freshest images today 
also transition well even as they 
shine in coastal style, which has 
been morphing to less cluttered, 
more streamlined looks that are 
more sophisticated than kitschy 
and quite evocative graphically. 
This is where under-the-sea 
themes are particularly spar-
kling, with amazing graphics, 
digital technology paving the 
way after the initial artwork is 
executed. If you’ve never imag-
ined an octopus as a focal point 
(other than on a plate doused 
with lemon and olive oil on a 
beach in Santorini), there are 

plenty of them on pillows and 
dinnerware this year — and 
some are so stylized that you 
get lost in the shapes.
 Playful, fanciful images are 
like screen grabs from “The 
Little Mermaid” — except that 
the colors, while vivid, are di-
aled down a bit to blend. And 
not all of the sea motifs are in 
Technicolor, either. Shades of 
gray or sand on white as in a se-
ries of pillows at West Elm grab 
attention in a stunning mod-
ern setting with a blue-painted 
barn-planking background and 
modern gray sectional. One 
other interesting note: the pil-
lows are screenprinted on raw 
silk and adorned with beads and 
sequins, a wonderful study in 
contrasts that lends edginess.
 So what elements can be 
woven into sea themes? Sea 
creatures, of course. 
 Coral has become iconic, the 
equivalent of the nautical an-
chor emblem. We love the pat-
terning of its intricate branching 
and variety in type (wrinkled 
brains, cabbages, antlers and 
polyps), as well as color (not 
just red, but brilliant blues, lav-
ender, yellow and black). There 
are lacey as well as very bold 
interpretations.
 Natural materials, such as 
shells, mother of pearl and wo-
ven sea grass, are organic ele-
ments that bridge coastal and 
other styles of decor. 
 Shapes also play a role. For 
example, naturally curvy sea 
horses can be a prime design 
element. A simple metal tub on 
stand from Frontgate is distin-
guished by sea horses that form 
its handles; it’s constructed of 
powder-coated aluminum with 
a painted, antiqued white finish. 
It’s the kind of versatile piece 
that can be filled with ice for 
beverages on the deck or with 
greenery or ornaments for a 
holiday centerpiece. Another 
curvy sea horse with scrolled 
tail is flattened out, with hooks 
added for use as a caddy for 
beach towels or as a drying rack 
for swimsuits.
 All shades of blue also are 
essential ingredients, which is 
one reason for the appeal of sea 
or beach glass as an accessory. 

The smooth, weathered shards 
in shades of blue and green are 
especially beautiful in a clear 
vessel. (One source: Bed, Bath 
& Beyond, where a 3-pound 
bag sells for $8.99; www.bed-
bathandbeyond.com)
 Appliques, embroidery or 
beading in pillows or table run-
ners introduce texture, which 
can be smooth as well, with 
mother of pearl or other shell 
motifs used on placemats or 
trims or as inlays in furniture. 
Rougher surfaces are suggested 
by synthetic corals, as in a col-
umn lamp from The Natural 
Light, with its intriguing ar-
rangement of stacked barna-
cles.
 For summer entertaining 
outdoors, the aquatic designs 
seem to work especially well. 
But they can be effortlessly in-
tegrated into existing decor:
• Pillows are an easy way to 
introduce sea critters, which 
can be front and center on neu-
tral ground or part of an overall 
pattern. Pillows on a sofa de-
signed by Barclay Butera for 
Highland House, for example, 
feature a fish reminiscent of 
Japanese woodblock prints in 
a blue-on-white pattern that 
doesn’t jump out. Even more 
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photo/highland house
Sophisticated style in perennial 
favorite blue-and-white features 
fun pillows with fish and anemo-
ne motifs. The 94-inch-long Lom-
bard two-over-two cushion sofa 
with straight sides, narrow rolled 
arms and exposed tapered wood 
legs is From Barclay Butera’s new 
collection from Highland House. 
It sells for around $3,500, de-
pending on fabric and trims, such 
as nailhead. 

~ Uncle Sam Spade ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE ADOPTABLE PETS  
OF OUR CITY, PLEASE VISIT US AT  

www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg   (703)746-4774

 THANk YOU

Hooray for the U.S.A!  Our hat-wearing Spade at age 4 is 
a friend to all he meets.  Reveling in companionship with 
humans, dogs and cats all around him, Spade is hoping 

for a home with lots of pets and people.
 

Neither shy nor retiring, Spade is a fun-loving guy and 
he loves to have his handsome tortoise coat brushed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

SEE insPiration | 26
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ACROSS
1 ___ Rica
6 Pure
12  1980 Olympic hockey 

champion
15 Verdi masterpiece
19 Obvious onlooker
20 Piece of lottery equipment
21 Esteemed
23 Bucker under a buckaroo
24  Postwar British prime  

minister
25 Airtight, as an alibi
26 Asian palm or nut
27 Statement of belief
28 Pollen bearers
29 Small-time gambler
31 Egyptian-headdress snake
34 Part of a nest egg
35 Emulate a kangaroo
38 Prompt
39 “The Divine Comedy” poet
41 Bottom of a ring
45 Pleistocene and Miocene
47 Tasty tidbit
48 Hollywood’s Lollobrigida
49  Colorless petroleum  

distillate
51  Fuse metal to metal, in a 

way
53 Bug trapper
54 Sheds tears
55 Prefix with “air” or “field”
57 Fencing blade
58 A-list group
59 Volcano in Sicily
60 After dark, poetically
61 British reform schools of old
64 Do some roadwork
65 ___ cotta
67 Stun
68 Furious
70 N.J. clock setting
73 Put on an unhappy face

75 Beak
76 Abnormal respiratory sound
80  Wedge placed under a 

wheel
82 Wine bottle feature
83 Get on in years
84 Those opposed
85 Is really up there
86 Ancient
89 Pixies
91 “Munich” star Bana
92 “My kingdom for ___!”
93 The big chill?
94 Gentleman of Portugal
97 Is abundant
98 Write on glass
100 Tyrannosaurus ___
101 Suffix with “meteor”
102 Media revenue sources
103 Remove shackles
106 Was in no way happy
110 Pool material
111 Cotton capsules
115 Surpassed
117 Vamps
118 Unlike a watched pot
119  Violation of the Geneva 

Convention
120 Grow into
121 Animal of the Andes
122 Indecent literature
123 2,000 pounds
124 Sports venues
125  McLain, baseball’s last 30-

game winner

DOWN
1 Ty or Lee J.
2 Fairy tale meanie
3 Piggy-bank part
4 Palindromist’s dogma
5 High-intensity lamps
6 Hip-shaking dance
7 Drag strip vehicle
8 Comparatively quick

9 Display of grandeur
10 ___ off (started a hole)
11 Two-way preposition
12 William Tell’s canton
13  End of Doris Day’s theme 

song
14 Not forming an angle
15 Michael or Gabriel
16 Groundless, as speculation
17  Alternative to honey or 

sugar?
18 Uses a calculator
22 Cavities in bones
30 Slangy snack
31 Replied
32 Prepares in a teapot
33  Forming into small, round 

masses

35 “It follows that ...”
36 Illusions at the gallery
37 Drop by spontaneously
40 One of several in this puzzle
42 Go see
43 Follower of Santa
44  Showing more normal  

judgment
46  Look at the answers  

beforehand
47  Not showing normal  

judgment
50 Statute of Liberty’s home
52 Sweethearts
53 Pause in music
56 Serious girlfriend
60 Drop an easy one
61 Excavating machines
62 Be out-of-pocket
63 Test site
66 Rhode Island Red yield
69 Banks the baseball legend
70 Sinuous letters
71 Mushroom-to-be
72 Something to catch
74 Like an angry cat’s back
77 Rose extract
78 Faithful follower
79 Elizabeth I’s favorite
81 One with big plans
83 Serve perfectly
84 Cary Grant’s real first name
87 Slot-machine lever
88 Distribution
90 Type of type
95 “In ___ words ...”
96 Cut and splice again
98 Itchy skin inflammation
99  Projects for degree  

candidates
104 Ford’s predecessor
105 Peer of the realm
106 Manipulates a needle
107 One may be final
108 Shade of many shades
109 Sample tape
110 Coffin support
112 Payback item
113 Outline in clear detail
114 Dispatch a dragon
116 Cub Scouts division
117 CEO’s degree
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last week’s solution:

subtle is a print made up of sea anemo-
nes that you really can’t make out un-
less you look closely.
• Neutral additions can be furnishings 
such as tables made out of driftwood, 
whose natural shapes are incorporated 
into the design. Or go bold with a sin-
gle chair that looks like it’s made out 
of real coral. The design by Marjorie 
Skouras for Currey & Co. is crafted 
from powder-coated aluminum and can 
be used indoors or out on the deck.
• A piece of art can create a dramatic 
focal point. A supersized framed print 
of blue coral from Williams-Sonoma 
Home grounds a living space and 
echoes a blue and white palette punched 
up with coral accents. The modern wa-
ter color-y feel lends modernity as well 
as softness. Smaller prints of coral can 
be grouped together. And you might 
consider a feature wall with wallcov-
ering in a sea theme: fish or coral. An-
thropologie and Sanderson are among 
possible sources.
• Look to lighting as a possible op-
tion. At Currey & Co., there are chan-
deliers with real shells. A lovely, white 
lamp with white shade at Pottery Barn 
has a columnar base that is studded 
with flowers crafted from shells.
• Dinnerware and serveware are 
rich in marine themes, and you’ll find 
the designs on ceramic, metal and 
melamine.
• Coral reefs and sea life are popular 
themes on bedding. Choose from du-
vet covers and shams with solid sheets 
or simply accent with pillows, which 
can be quite dramatic with red coral 
branches on all white.
• Coral branching lends itself well 
to tree-like designs that can be utilitar-
ian, say for jewelry, such as one white 
enamel-coated metal model on a mar-
ble stand at West Elm.
• Faux white shells decoratively 
placed on a grapevine wreath with a 
burlap ribbon from Pottery Barn (or 
do it yourself with real souvenir shells) 
create a handsome decorative accent, 
which can be used year-round, adding a 
bit of coastal cheer during the holidays. 
Besides, a little year-round beachy 
style is relaxed, feel-good decor.
 “Think about the ease with being 
at the beach and the calm when you’re 
near water,” says Sotz. “Many of us 
have memories of being by the sea as 
a child. This is a nice way to bring that 
feeling home.”
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who 
cares?  
we do.

email  
comments,  

rants & raves  
to  

letters@ 
alextimes.com.

Business directory

home ServiCeS

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

classifieds
legal notice

discount

aBc notice

 

 
 

FULL-SERVICE  HOME IMPROVEMENT AND REPAIRS  
 
 

 -  Painting Exterior & Interior                                        - Kitchen and Bath Remodeling 

-  Custom Carpentry / Closets / Built-Ins                      - Complete Plumbing & Electrical                                                                        

-  Ceramic Tile Installation      - Screened Porches 

-  Drywall                  - Basement refinishing 

From Start to Finish We Guarantee Customer Satisfaction 
 

 Licensed & Insured   
 

CALL US TODAY FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS! 

 (703) 849-0909 and (703) 507-2229 

 

Full-Service Home  
Improvement & Repairs

From Start to Finish We Guarantee Customer Satisfaction
Licensed & Insured

Call us today for all your needs! (703) 849-0909 & (703) 507-2229

Painting Exterior & Interior

Custom Carpentry/Closets/Built-Ins

Ceramic Tile Installation

Drywall

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

Complete Plumbing & Electrical

Screened Porches

Basement refinishing

obituaries
DOROTHIE J. 
ABRAHAMSON (83), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
August 2, 2014

MARY ELIZABETH 
DAWSON (92), of 
Alexandria, July 29, 2014

MARY ANN DEARY, of 
Alexandria, July 25, 2014

MARY “MATTIE” FOSTER 
(86), of Alexandria, August 
1, 2014

WALLACE J. HARTLESS 
(73), of Alexandria, August 
2, 2014

ROBERT EDWARD 
MANSELL (69), of 
Alexandria, July 21, 2014

JAMES F. MARTEN, of 
Alexandria, July 27, 2014

RONALD DEAN MILLS 
JR., of Alexandria, July 31, 
2014

AMANDA H. PATRICK, of 
Alexandria, July 24, 2014

MICHAEL RUTLEDGE 
(70), of Alexandria, July 13, 
2014

JENNIFER JEANNE SHIRK 
(42), of Alexandria, July 31, 
2014

HELEN BEHNEY 
STANSBURY, of Alexandria, 
July 27, 2014

JOHN WILLIAM 
WHITMAN, of Alexandria, 
July 29, 2014

computer repair discount   
NanoTech Computers is now offering 
a 15% OFF discount for any broken or 
disabled computer or laptop.  We do a 
48 hour turn around on anything you 
bring us that might need repairing or 
maybe just a software install or update. 
Let us find your computers heart beat. 
Call us Now! 571-970-4585

                  

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT NOTICE OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been re-
ceived for administrative review  
and approval.

For information about this application 
or to comment, visit the City’s website 
at alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
(703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2014-0076  
1125 Madison Avenue (Unit Address: 
804 North Henry Street): Sugar Shack
Request for an Administrative Special 
Use Permit to operate a restaurant; 
zoned CRMU/H: Commercial Residen-
tial Mixed Use/High.
Applicant: Orange Dough, LLC by 
K.R. Kurpicka, Jr
Planner: Ann Horowitz – ann.horow-
itz@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 of 
the zoning ordinance, the above listed 
request may be approved administra-
tively by the Director of Planning and 
Zoning.  If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, please 
contact Planning and Zoning staff at 
703 746-4666 or email the planner 
listed no later than August 28th, 2014.
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109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314
703.549.9292

The Most Important Sign in Real Estate...SOLD!

It’s time for Gordon Wood & Chris Hayes  
to manage YOUR REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS... 

Bringing ‘Em Home for 25 Years!

Chris Hayes
703.944.7737

HomesByHayes.com

Gordon Wood
703.447.6138
GLWbroker.com

2200 Belle Haven Rd  
Belle Haven 
$1,595,000

AvAilAble

8468 Nicole Court
Prosperity Heights 

$659,900

SOlD

104 Adams Avenue
Rosemont Park

$800,000

SOlD

1913 Windsor Road
Belle Haven
$1,495,000

AvAilAble

4200 Mass Ave #709
Wesley Heights, DC

$315,000

Cont
rac

t 

Pen
ding

6603 Glassell Court
South Alexandria

$398,000

SOlD

1103 Villamay Blvd
Villamay 

$4,000/mo.

RENTED

4907 29th Rd S #B1
Fairlington Village 

$1,400/mo.

For 

Rent


