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Experts, insiders say 
economy, foreign policy 
on voters’ minds

By erich wagner

 

 Party leaders and politi-
cal experts say issues like the 
economy and foreign policy 
will be at the forefront of the 
campaign to replace the re-
tiring U.S. Rep. Jim Moran 
(D-8) this November. But 
community leaders say the 
election remains far from resi-
dents’ minds.
 On November 4, Demo-
crat Don Beyer, a former 
ambassador and lieutenant 
governor, will face off against 
Republican Micah Edmond, 
who served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and as a congressional 
staffer.
 Geoff Skelley, a veteran 
analyst at the University of 
Virginia Center for Politics, 
said that given their preva-
lence in national news lately, 
immigration and foreign 
policy will be at the center of 
much of the debate between 
the candidates.
 “It’ll be a lot of the [issues] 
everyone’s been seeing on TV 
almost every day,” Skelley 
said.
 Given the heavily Dem-
ocratic-leaning nature of the 
district, Edmond will not be 
able to follow the same play-
book as other Republicans 
running for office this year, he 

said. President Barack Obama 
earned two-thirds of the bal-
lots cast in the district during 
his 2012 re-election bid.
 “At the end of the day there 
will be at least some discus-
sion of the Affordable Care 
Act,” Skelley said. “But since 
it’s admittedly a very Demo-
cratic district, it’s possible the 
Republican candidate will try 
to focus on other issues.”
 Local leaders of both par-
ties said the economy will 
be at the forefront of voters’ 
minds come November.
 “The economy is definitely 
the No. 1 issue in our district,” 
said Chris Marston, chairman 
of the Alexandria Republican 
City Committee. “We haven’t 
been hit as hard because of the 
federal sector here, but budget 

City celebrates Samuel 
W. Tucker, a homegrown 
champion of civil rights

By derrick perkins

 

 In 1939, quietly reading a 
book in a city public library 
meant risking arrest, depend-
ing on the color of your skin. 
One young, black Alexandria 
attorney pressed it to his ad-
vantage. 
 Seventy-five years ago to-
day, Samuel Wilbert Tucker 

sent five well-dressed black 
men into the Alexandria library 
— now the Kate Waller Barrett 
branch — to ask for a borrow-
ers’ card. One by one, the first 
four entered and made the re-
quest, only to be refused by a 
baffled librarian.
 The library was whites-on-
ly, after all. 
 Rebuked, the men quietly 
selected books from the nearby 
stacks and sat down to read. 
The fifth, a man named Wil-
liam “Buddy” Evans, made im-

mediately for a book and found 
a seat, joining his compatriots.
 There they sat until the 
police arrived. Reading in the 
public library earned the five 
black men disorderly conduct 
charges. 
 “Tucker wanted to make a 
gesture,” said S. J. Ackerman, 
who delved into the civil rights 
lawyer’s life story in a riveting 
and deeply researched article 
for The Washington Post in 
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The big interest 
was in the 

[Democratic] primary, 
which many felt was 
tantamount to the 
election itself. People 
feel like the [general 
election] is pretty much 
a pro forma thing.”

- Tom Soapes 
President of The North 
Old Town Independent 

Citizens Association

Finding the issues  
in the 8th District

Ahead of his time

file photo
Alexandria police escort five young black men out of the city public library in 1939. Attorney Samuel W. 
Tucker organized the sit-in, the first step in the local laywer’s lifelong fight against segregation in Virginia. 
Officials will celebrate the act of civil disobedience at a ceremoney today. 

‘the giver’ fails to make the leap from novel to movie - page 16
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

The Time To Sell Is Now. Let Me Put My 25+ Years of  Experience to Work for You!

Del Ray/Cobblestone

Gorgeous 4 bedroom, 
3.5 bath colonial 
located in a unique 
enclave of 11 elegant 
homes. Spacious 
light filled rooms 
with 9’ ceilings and a 
2 story foyer. Living 
room with Palladium 
windows and formal 
dining room. Desir-

able open concept kitchen with SS appliances, granite island and 
counters with ample cabinet space. Sunny breakfast room with bay 
window steps down to family room with fireplace and French doors 
to the yard with patio. Upper level with 4 large bedrooms including 
the Owner’s suite with newly updated luxury bath. Lower level with 
tall ceilings and outdoor egress features a huge recreation room with 
bar area, full bath and bonus room perfect for guests!    

$1,225,000

olD town

Unique oppor-
tunity to own a 
property on one 
of Old Town’s 
more presti-
gious blocks 
with a double 
lot. Circa 1898 
this 5 bedroom 
4 bath Fed-
eral style brick 
home 1 block 
off KingSt. has 

approx 5,200 sq ft of living space on a 4,500 sq ft double lot. Spacious 
rooms, high ceilings, original wood hardwood floors, 3 fireplaces, side 
porch and sunroom. Two staircases to access upper level with 5 bed-
rooms and 3 baths including the Master en suite bath, fireplace and 
side porch. 

$2,100,000

olD town

Built in 1792 this 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home sits on the corner of “Captain’s Row”, one of Old Town’s his-
toric cobblestone streets a block off King St. and the riverfront. Extensive restoration with nearly 3,000 sq. 
ft. of living space featuring spacious light filled rooms with 10’ ceilings, beautiful moldings, woodworking, 
custom built-ins and 2 relined fireplaces. Main level bedroom with full bath plus half bath for guests. Upper 
level with 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths including the Owner’s suite with walk-in closet and en suite bath. 
Huge lower level with heat and high ceilings, exposed beams and stone walls with outdoor access. Back 
porch, rooftop deck and fenced yard with patio, pergola, Coi pond and lush landscaping. 

$2,200,000

double lot
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the weekly Briefing

Indoor Storage – del ray

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

$415,000 - Open House Sunday, 1:00-4:00 PM 
Enjoy resort-style living in this 3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom condo in the beautiful 
Montebello Community. In this rarely available, spacious corner unit, you will 
find new wall-to-wall carpet, freshly painted interior, new HVAC system, and 
freshly painted balconies. The kitchen includes a washer and dryer, microwave, 
dishwasher, wall oven, and a pantry. The kitchen is open to the dining room 
area, with lots of natural light, as well as direct access to the living room. Enjoy 
your spacious living room with access to a balcony, with a great view of trees 
and the pool. Throughout the condo, you will be delighted to find many closets 
with built in storage. The master bathroom features a large walk-in closet for 
more storage! The spacious master bedroom is complete with another balcony! 
The additional bedrooms are complete with storage, spacious closets and 
natural light. The amenities in the community can’t be beat. Enjoy an indoor 
and outdoor swimming pool, bowling alley, spa, dry cleaning, bar/lounge area, 
tennis courts, picnic area(s), sauna and exercise room-just to name a few! To 
make this community even better is the location! You are walking distance to 
Huntington Metro station, as well as Metro Bus stops. Don’t let this spacious 
condo pass you by!

Schedule a showing today! 
Call (703) 965-8133 or e-mail  

laurie.mensing@longandfoster.com

Servicing VA, MD & DC

5901 Mount Eagle Dr. #218 Alexandria, VA 22303

Officials: Voters need valid identification  
to cast ballots in November election

Metroway rolls into Alexandria, Arlington

 City officials are remind-
ing local voters they need valid 
photo identification if they 
plan on casting a ballot at No-
vember’s general election.
 The notification came after 
the state Board of Elections 
tightened its definition of what 
constitutes valid photo identi-
fication. The change, accord-
ing to The Washington Post, 
followed a lengthy and bitter 
statewide debate on voter iden-
tification.
 For voters, valid means 
photo identification that is ei-
ther up-to-date or has expired 
in the 12 months prior to an 
election.
   Election officials will ac-

cept a driver’s license or iden-
tification card issued by the 
Department of Motor Vehicles; 
passport or passport card; 
military or other government-
issued photo identification 
cards; student photo identi-
fication card; and employee 
photo identification cards. For 
a full list of acceptable forms 
of identification, visit sbe.vir-
ginia.gov.
 Residents also may apply 
for a free voter photo identi-
fication card. In Alexandria, 
that means a trip to the office 
of voter registration and elec-
tions, which is located at 132 
N. Royal St. No appointment is 
needed, officials said.

 Upon arrival, registered 
voters must fill out a form, 
have their photograph taken 
and submit their signature. Of-
ficials estimate it will take up 
to two weeks for the identifica-
tion to arrive in the mail.
 Local voters without a 
valid identification still can 
cast a provisional ballot in the 
November election. They then 
have until noon of the Friday 
following the election to ei-
ther provide their identification 
in person or apply for a voter 
photo identification card. 

- Derrick Perkins

 Alexandria and Arlington 
are poised to launch the re-
gion’s first bus rapid transit 
system this weekend.
 Regional dignitaries will 
gather along Jefferson Davis 
Highway on Saturday to mark 
the inauguration of Metroway, 
which features dedicated bus 
lanes on the new line’s most 
heavily trafficked roadways. 
Officials see the innovative 
approach to travel as a way to 
encourage mass transit use and 
spur economic development.
 Part of a collaboration be-
tween Alexandria and Arling-
ton, this first section links the 
Braddock Road Metro station 
with Crystal City, taking rid-
ers up Route 1 and past Po-
tomac Yard. Riders can expect 
buses every 12 minutes dur-
ing the day — every six min-
utes between Crystal City and 

South Glebe Road during rush 
hour — and 20 minutes on the 
weekend.
 “As a result of coordinated 
partnerships, this new premi-
um service will provide faster 
commutes, better connection 
to existing and developing re-
tail areas, and expand econom-
ic growth within the Arlington 
and Alexandria communities 
along Route 1,” said WMATA 
General Manager and CEO 
Richard Sarles in a statement 
earlier this year.
 Curious motorists and pe-
destrians likely will have no-
ticed the construction along 
the busy stretch of road. For 
the past few months, workers 
have installed bus-only lanes 
in the center of Route 1 be-
tween the bridge spanning the 
railroad tracks near East Mon-
roe Avenue and the stores at 

Potomac Yard. 
 “The Route 1 corridor was 
designated as a priority transit 
corridor in Alexandria’s trans-
portation master plan and it’s 
rewarding to see this innova-
tive project come to fruition,” 
said Mayor Bill Euille in a 
statement. “Not only does this 
project represent our continued 
investment in regional infra-
structure, but it also encourag-
es transit as an essential mode 
of transportation by providing 
a high-quality option for travel 
within the corridor.”
 Saturday’s dedication cer-
emony, scheduled for 9:30 
a.m., will be held at the corner 
of Route 1 and Swann Avenue 
and is open to the public. The 
bus rapid transit line will begin 
service the following day.

- Derrick Perkins
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crime

police Beat
The following incidents occurred between August 13 and August 20.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

1 AggrAvAted 
AssAult 5 BreAking  

& enterings

29 thefts 8 drug 
Crimes

Source: crimereports.com

15 AssAults

0 seXuAl 
Offenses

4 vehiCle
thefts

3 rOBBeries

TimesIn Your

 To enter, email promotions@alextimes.com with your 
answer or write to 110 S. Pitt St., Alexandria, VA 22314. One 
winner will be chosen at random from the winning entries sub-
mitted before noon Tuesday. A different photo and hint will be 
featured each week between now and the end of summer, so 
keep your eyes open as you meander around Alexandria!

Sponsored By:

This humble figure depicts 
those men brave and strong
Who aided neighbors through 
heat, danger and hours long.
For centuries ago folks took on 
flames in a fight 
Regardless the place or the 
hour--day or night.
These volunteers found 
themselves in harms way

Yet gave each battle their best, often saving the day.
Leather tools in hand for each house had at least one--
When the alarm went out, they appeared on the run.
Then back to the base to assess how they had done—
Cheering for the houses they’d saved and battles won.

win Two TickeTs  
on THe wATeR TAXi seRVice  

To THe nATionAL MALL! 
Identify the photo below and where it  

was taken for a chance to win. 

Potomac RiveRboat comPanyPotomac RiveRboat comPany

National Mall Water Taxi

Departs Alexandria, Va + National Harbor, Md.

miss soPhie

Enjoy the best view of the monuments
this summer on the Potomac!

See our website for more details.
www.potomacriverboatco.com | 703-684-0580

wHeRe AM i? #13

Congratulations to last week’s winner, Jerri Ginman,  
who correctly identified the clue as The Sugar House on the 100 
block of North Alfred that is located on the site of the Alexandria 

Sugar Refinery from the early 19th century.

Burglars repeatedly target Seva Cafe in Del Ray
 Jawad Laouaouda, owner 
of Del Ray’s Seva Cafe, be-
gan noticing things awry in his 
2000 block Mount Vernon Ave. 
eatery several weeks before in-
stalling a security camera.
 He can’t recall exactly when 
he began picking up on it — 
things were not “square,” La-
ouaouda said — but when cash 
disappeared from the register, 
he upgraded security. Suspect-
ing a former employee or the 
friend of a current staff mem-
ber, he hoped to catch the cul-
prit on tape. 
 Unfortunately, Laouaouda 

believes the burglar either knew 
of the surveillance system or 
spotted it during the latest heist 
earlier this summer. 
 Laouaouda recalls review-
ing the tape and watching the 
thief enter behind the camera, 
which was trained on the cash 
register. Before approaching 
the register, the burglar turned 
the camera, he said. 
 The police have since taken 
over the investigation, though 
authorities did not respond to 
a request for more information 
before the Times’ deadline. La-
ouaouda can’t recall the date 

of the last break-in, but he puts 
it at no more than two to three 
weeks ago. 
 In all, he believes the thief or 
thieves made off with roughly 
$200. If nothing else, he hopes 
the burglaries will encourage 
other area business owners to 
take security seriously. It’s easy 
to get caught up in running 
a small business, Laouaouda 
said.
  “The reality is, there are bad 
people out there,” he said. 

- Derrick Perkins

courtesy photo  

TAKING THE OATH Five newly minted deputies join the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office last week. Clerk of 
the Circuit Court Edward Semonian swore in (from left) Lindsay Wood, Patrick Cushing, Christhian Guerrero, 
Antone Mindoro and Frank McGrigg on August 15. All five will undergo several weeks of training at the city jail 
before attending the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy.
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Personal Loan
Special
Personal Loan
Special

Open an account online at cofcu.org or call (703) 823-5211 
4875 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

Not A Member? Not A Problem!
It’s easy and convenient to bank with CommonWealth One. 
Students, family members, faculty, and sta� of Alexandria City 
Public Schools can join. Most local area residents can bank with us.

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates e�ective 8/1/2014 and subject to change at any time. Your rate may vary based on credit history.  All personal loans are subject to a minimum monthly 
payment of $45.00. See cofcu.org for full details. Most local area resiedents can bank with us. Federally insured by NCUA.

Limits up to $25,000 • No collateral required 

Apply online at cofcu.org

Get the cash you need to
make your life better!

Hurry! O�er Expires September 30Hurry! O�er Expires September 30

6.90%
APR*

Rates As Low As

Up to 36 months



6 | AuguST 21, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Retired Planning Director 
Faroll Hamer reflects  
on her Alexandria years 

By erich wagner

 

 If you ask retired planning 
director Faroll Hamer about 
the controversies surrounding 
two recent major redevelop-
ment proposals — along the 
waterfront and in Beauregard 
— she’s quick to argue that not 
all plans generate vitriol.
 “The waterfront is contro-
versial and it’s primarily resi-
dents of Old Town [that were 
opposed to it], and Beauregard 
was controversial because mid-
dle and low income residents 
were afraid they’d be forced 
out, but don’t forget plans like 
Landmark and Eisenhower 
West,” Hamer said. “People 
had been begging for those.”
 Hamer retired this summer 
after spending seven years at 
the helm of the city’s plan-
ning department, overseeing 
redevelopment plans across 

the city, from Landmark to 
Braddock Road. Although the 
final years of her tenure were 
marked by controversy, she 
said that’s part of the job.
 “It’s just part of the territo-
ry,” she said. “Every planning 
director goes through the exact 
same thing … And, like every 
planning director, you have to 
have faith that the plans are 
what is best for the city, and 
your legacy will be that — 
when they are built out — the 
general agreement is that it was 
a good plan.”
 Hamer is proud of the pro-
posals approved while she 
directed the planning depart-
ment, and expressed pleasure 
at seeing a few of them already 
coming to fruition.
 “Now we’re seeing the 
[Landmark] mall being rede-
veloped and there are new de-
velopments on Pickett [Street] 
and around the Cameron Sta-
tion area that people seem 
generally pretty happy about,” 
she said. “[I] would say all 

in all, one of the things I’m 
most proud of is that we really 
stressed implementation.
 “We established implemen-
tation advisory groups so that 
the community stays involved 
in the process and makes sure 
the city keeps its obligation, 
which is really important.”
 Another sign that the plan-
ning department has produced 
good results is residents re-
questing redevelopment plans 
for their own neighborhoods, 
Hamer said.
 “People in Del Ray and 
North Old Town are a re-
ally good example,” she said. 
“They want a plan and they 
understand the plan doesn’t 
just attract growth, but it brings 
control and management to 
growth. They understand that 
they’re going to get growth 
anyway, so they want the max-
imum amount of control over 
it.”
 Hamer acknowledged that 
her position often put her at 
the center of debates among 

residents about the future of 
Alexandria, but said it’s a sign 
of a tight-knit and active com-
munity.
 “I don’t think I was always 
at the center; I think [outgoing 
transportation director] Rich 
Baier had almost as many,” she 
joked. “I don’t know, a lot of 
jurisdictions go through very 
similar debates, and one of the 
reasons why it’s vitriolic is that 
so much of the community is 
invested and active, and that’s 
a good thing.
 “I mean, booing and hissing 
at hearings, granted, that’s not 

a great thing. But even though 
it’s difficult while it’s happen-
ing, having the debate is a good 
thing.”
 Since leaving her post, 
Hamer has spent a lot of time 
with her family and plans to  
travel over the next year.
 “I’m having such a good 
time, and I am officially re-
tired,” she said. “Maybe in a 
year I’ll be interested in some 
different kinds of work, but for 
at least a year I want to travel.
 “I’ve already lost five 
pounds. No more stress eating 
for me.”

Controversy ‘just part of the territory’

	  

 
1804 Mount Vernon Ave Alexandria, VA 22301 

Classes in guitar, piano, brass instruments,  
voice, & percussion  

 
Registration is now open!  
Classes begin Sept 10th! 

 
703-‐836-‐2427	  

Less	  than	  $8/Class	  ($70	  for	  the	  semester)	  
Contact:	  cheryl_gage@uss.salvationarmy.org  

file photos
Former Planning Director Faroll Hamer often found herself in the 
center of heated debates during her time in Alexandria. The debates 
over the redevelopment of the Beauregard neighborhood (top) and 
waterfront (bottom) served as the most notable flashpoints. 
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Virginia Hospital Center has been named one of the
100 Top Hospitals in America for the second year in a row.

YouDon’t HaveToBe
The Biggest
ToBeThe Best.

Virginia Hospital Center has just been named one of the 100 Top Hospitals in America by Truven Health 

Analytics for the second year in a row. They've also been named one of the 50 Top Cardiovascular Hospitals 

in America. These awards are particularly exciting because they're based on facts - about quality, safety, 

patient experience and more. And they're great news for the health and happiness of Northern Virginia families.

2014

VHC 0440suburban1_Layout 1  7/3/14  10:44 AM  Page 1
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Residents urged to take 
precautions, remove 
sources of standing water

By derrick perkins

 

 City scientists detected 
West Nile Virus in area mos-
quitoes last month, but say it’s 
a regular occurrence and not at 
a level they find concerning.
 Those tasked with keep-
ing tabs on the local mos-
quito population found signs 
of West Nile Virus on July 
8. First spotted in the U.S. 
in 1999, the virus has since 
spread across the country and 
Canada, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 
 In Alexandria, officials 
have found mosquitoes posi-
tive for West Nile Virus for 
years. Like clockwork, mos-

quitoes carrying the virus are 
identified beginning in July 
or early August, said Daniel 
Sherwood, a biologist with the 
city’s environmental health di-
vision. 
 “West Nile is endemic to 
the area, meaning that we do 
see it on an annual returning 
basis. That has been recog-
nized for some time now,” he 
said. “We’ve been monitoring 
it for over 10 years now and 
have identified it every year. 
We anticipate continuing to 
identify it.”
 In the early days, health of-
ficials tested birds for the pres-
ence of the virus. Since most 
local birds carry West Nile 
— and they do not transmit it 
to humans — scientists have 
since begun tracking its pres-
ence in the mosquito popula-
tion. 

 After leaving traps out for 
24 hours, officials collect cap-
tured mosquitoes, separate 
them by genus and species and 
test for West Nile. Then, using 
statistical analysis tools, sci-
entists get a rough idea of the 
virus’ prevalence locally.
 They also have an idea of 
when West Nile will peak and 
when it will taper off, Sher-
wood said. After being detect-
ed, the virus usually is most 
prevalent in September and 
almost completely gone by late 
October.
 Sherwood said the virus’ 
trajectory this year has not 
reached a level where scien-
tists would begin taking any 
action other than informing the 
community of its presence and 
urging residents to take basic 
precautions.  
 “We’re continuing to moni-

tor and, as the season pro-
gresses, we will keep the city 
informed of any new develop-
ments,” he said. 
 While West Nile can lead 
to meningitis, inflammation of 
the brain or febrile illness, the 
CDC estimates 70 to 80 per-
cent of people infected will not 
show any signs of the virus. 
About one in five will suffer 
symptoms like a fever, vomit-
ing, diarrhea, rash, headaches, 
body aches and/or joint pain. 
Most recover, though feel-
ings of fatigue and weakness 
can last for weeks and even 
months.
 A small group of people — 
less than 1 percent of those in-
fected — will suffer from one 
of the aforementioned neu-
rological illnesses. Of them, 
about 10 percent will die, ac-
cording to the CDC. 

 Though there are no treat-
ments or vaccines for West 
Nile, national health experts 
recommend over-the-counter 
medications for the virus’ 
milder symptoms. Those suf-
fering from a more serious 
case likely will need hospital 
care, according to the CDC.
 Given the lack of available  
treatments, officials at the lo-
cal and national level suggest 
precautions such as using bug 
spray, wearing long-sleeved 
shirts and pants, and eliminat-
ing sources of standing water, 
like flower pots or gutters.
  “The real big thing is al-
ways empty any standing wa-
ter around your house,” Sher-
wood said. “That’s kind of the 
must-have in there. You get rid 
of the source of mosquitoes 
and you get rid of the prob-
lem.”

West Nile Virus detected in Port City

4720 Lee Highway • Arlington, VA 22207

®

®

Kristin Mango
NVAR Top Producer

571.276.0798
KristinMango.com

Communities: Welcome Home!
- Arlington, VA Real Estate 
- Alexandria, VA Real Estate

Find me on Facebook

Follow me @CallVAHome

New Price for  
New Everything  

in the North End!

1011 Colonial Avenue 
Offered at $624,900

Tucked away just two blocks from shops 
and restaurants at Slaters Lane and N. Old 
Town this 3-bedroom, 1.5-bath, end-unit 
row house lives like new.

It’s the best of Old Town North charm and 
convenience with contemporary flair and 
style. This complete renovation includes 
open floor plan, generous room sizes, and 
everything has been renewed, renovated, 
and replaced. Move right in and enjoy 
great space, style, and storage, too! PLUS, 
one off-street parking space behind full 
privacy fence.

Gorgeous grounds, private patio and 
beautiful garden await new owners 
looking for luxury and convenience in the 
heart of Old Town North.
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2000. “Old Virginia was re-
ally squeamish. They had all 
these pretentions about how 
civilized everyone was. Tucker 
wanted to embarrass them.”
 Tucker got the men off and 
successfully argued in court 
that blacks had a right to use 
the Alexandria public library. 
There was no alternative for 
blacks at the time. 
 It was a bittersweet victory. 
The ruling prompted city of-
ficials to build a black library, 
with fewer resources than its 
whites-only counterpart. Tuck-
er refused to accept a library 
card for the new black facility.
 “Tucker failed to get what 
he wanted,” Ackerman said. 
“He wanted real integration.”
 He would spend much of 
the rest of his adult life fighting 
for it. 

OVERSHADOWED  
BuT NOT FORgOTTEN

 Still, the sit-in, inspired by 
nonviolent civil disobedience 
in India and a similar tactic 
adopted by automotive unions, 
foreshadowed the activism to 
come.
 “If you go through his 
whole career, he’s consistently 
thinking ahead of the curve,” 
said Ackerman.
 But Tucker, who died in 
1990, remains largely unknown 
outside of Virginia, where he 
spent much of his career aid-
ing the civil rights movement 
and waging a bitter battle for 
racial equality in the courts. 
The theories for this oversight 
are two-fold in Alexandria, 
where his legacy lives on in a 
West End schoolhouse named 
in Tucker’s honor and today’s 
celebration of the historic sit-in 
he orchestrated.
 Though the black press 
picked up on the peaceful dem-
onstration, the mainstream me-
dia of the time largely ignored 
it, said Audrey Davis of the 
Alexandria Black History Mu-
seum, which is housed in the 
former segregated library on 
Wythe Street. This is despite 

Tucker’s efforts to publicize 
the demonstration.
 With a runner keeping him 
informed of the five protestors’ 
circumstances, Tucker got the 
word out before the arrests.
 “They say there were 300 
people at the library by the time 
the young men were led out. 
Tucker had time to alert the 
media,” said Davis, who cred-
its the lawyer with informing 
the community. “He had every-
thing planned out … He knew 
they would be charged with 
disorderly conduct, which is 
not what they were doing. They 
were quietly reading, which is 
everybody’s right to do.”
 Later in life, though, Tucker 
shunned the limelight, prefer-
ring to focus on his work. On 
this point, Davis and Acker-
man agree.
 “One reason he is not very 
well known: He didn’t care 
who got the credit as long as 
he got the results,” Ackerman 
said.
 “I think that he was an un-
assuming man,” Davis added. 
“He was a very quiet man, but 
very firm and very firm in his 
convictions.”
 Tucker may not have want-
ed accolades, but by all ac-
counts he deserves them. Ack-
erman’s narrative of Tucker’s 
life paints a picture of a deeply 
committed and passionate law-
yer.
 After serving as an officer 
in World War II, Tucker moved 
to rural Virginia where he took 
on cases from black clients 
in return for little payment. 
Among his many famous cases 
was his work on the appeal of 
the Martinsville Seven — a 
group of black men convicted 
of gang raping a white woman 
— which he joined as a lawyer 
for the NAACP. 
 As Ackerman recounts in 
his 2000 article for The Wash-
ington Post: 
 “The executions were 
scheduled to begin February 2 
[1951]. As crowds of protest-
ers gathered at the governor’s 
mansion and the penitentiary 
in Richmond, Tucker and a col-
league began a frantic round of 
last-minute appeals, seeking 

a sympathetic judge. Denied 
their petition in Richmond, 
they sought out one U.S. 4th 
Circuit judge in Charlottes-
ville. Denied again, they drove 
to Charlotte, N.C., to visit an-
other 4th Circuit judge. And 
then they drove to Washington, 
where they wound up a little 
after midnight on February 2 in 

the living room of Chief Justice 
Fred M. Vinson’s apartment at 
the Wardman Park. Vinson was 
unpersuaded. At 8 a.m. the ex-
ecutions began.” 
 From there, Tucker took on 
desegregation, filing suits in 
cities and counties across Vir-
ginia and fending off attempts 
to see him disbarred. Later, 

frustrated with state and local 
officials’ attempts to flout de-
segregation — even well after 
Brown v. Board of Education 
— he led the way for forced 
busing. 
 Ackerman and Davis trace 
the start of Tucker’s legal ca-

tucker 
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Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come 

to call the Hermitage home—the chance to 
experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities.  Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 
dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, and an 
overall feeling of caring and security that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h

Call  
703-797-3814  

to schedule  
a tour of our 
beautifully 
appointed 

apartments. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  
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Do You know  
if You are at risk?Type of Hearing Loss Increase in Risk

of Dementia

John Hopkins University Study 

Mild

restaurant 
• Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
• Loved ones may become frustrated with you “You 

Listening”
• Constantly saying “What?”

Severe

• Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
• Difficulty making out the details of any conversation

• Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy

• Possible loss of jobs or relationships 

Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist

DO YOU KNO W IF 
YOU A RE A T RISk?

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-Audiologist

Get Your FREE hearing 
screening today!

Type of Hearing Loss Increase in Risk
of Dementia

John Hopkins University Study 

Mild

restaurant 
• Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
• Loved ones may become frustrated with you “You 

Listening”
• Constantly saying “What?”

Severe

• Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
• Difficulty making out the details of any conversation

• Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy

• Possible loss of jobs or relationships 

Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist

DO YOU KNO W IF 
YOU A RE A T RISk?

424 S. Washington St.,  

Alexandria, VA 22314

Call Us today at 571-312-7345

Most Major Medical  
Insurance Accepted 

Dear Hobie & Monk,

 My roommates and I 
have been living together for 
a year now. There are four of 
us in one house. At the be-
ginning, we were all friends. 
Not the best of friends, but it 
was a wonderful living situ-
ation, ideal even. Then, one 
of the roommates (let’s call 
her Susie) got a terrible boy-
friend and things took a turn 
for the worse. 
 It started innocently 
enough, with the three of 
us being sympathetic about 
their tumultuous relation-
ship and providing shoul-
ders to cry on or advice 
when asked. But when 
Susie directly asked what 
we thought about the re-
lationship, things got ugly. 
We made it clear that we 
thought Susie was making 
a poor decision and that she 
both deserved and could do 
better.
 The situation has grown 
awkward in the house ever 
since that conversation (as 
expected). There have been 
lots of silent treatments and 

slamming doors and not see-
ing Susie for days at a time. 
I understand and appreci-
ate not being best friends 
with all of your roommates. 
That said, the three of us 
have become closer, while 
Susie is looking in from the 
outside. She is continuously 
trying to remain involved in 
the house, but whenever she 
does join us, the conversa-
tion always steers toward 
the boyfriend or inviting 
him along. And frankly, he is 
the worst to hang out with. 
 It feels like we’ve lost a 
friend. If the end goal is to 
restore the upbeat mood of 
the house, should we con-
front the situation, or do a 
better job of handling the 
awkwardness? There’s still 
a year left on our lease — 
something’s gotta change!

- In desperate need  
of a détente 

Hobie: “It was the best of 
times, it was the worst of 
times...” I swear Charles 
Dickens must have been liv-
ing in a group house when he 

wrote this. You’re grappling 
with a classic situation fraught 
with friendship danger at ev-
ery turn, and you are currently 
reaping the unfortunate ben-
efits of having responded hon-
estly to an impossible ques-
tion from Susie.  
 I find that emotional sim-
mering inevitably leads to 
mini-explosions, so I applaud 
the idea of confronting the 
awkwardness directly. Talk 
with Susie again about how 
uncomfortable this feels, and 
let her share her side, too. 
 Here’s what you might not 
want to hear: You all have 
plenty of opportunities to go 

out as a group (all four of you), 
in smaller combinations, with 
people outside the house, etc. 
Would it kill you to include 
Susie’s boyfriend every now 
and then? After all, he may be 
part of Susie’s life (and, tan-
gentially, yours) for a while. 
Though we’re not talking 
revolutionary in a Dickensian 
sense, this is a relatively easy 
kindness that could shift the 
warring factions just enough 
to restore a little peace.

Monk: You have great expec-
tations for harmony at home, 
but you’re actually living in a 
rather bleak house.  

 That’s because for you 
and your roomies (and their 
friends and boyfriends), it’s 
an age of wisdom and an age 
of foolishness. While your 
collective assessment of the 
rogue relationship (Humbug!) 
may be dead on, consider this 
twist: The focus and energy in 
this scenario has shifted from 
one roomie’s relationship 
with a bad boyfriend to three 
roomies’ relationship with one 
roomie. Is it possible that be-
tween silent treatments and 
slamming doors, Susie is qui-
etly humming “As long as he 

A house divided 
cannot stand

Hobie and Monk are two Alexandria women with husbands, children, dogs, jobs, mortgages, unmet 
New Year’s resolutions, obsessions with impractical shoes, English novels … and Ph.D.s in clinical 
psychology. Their advice, while fabulous, should not be construed as therapeutic within a doctor-
patient context or substituted for the advice of readers’ personal advisors.

SEE hoBie & monk | 23
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There’s a new bus in town.
Alexandria to Crystal City in no time fl at. 

Meet Metroway—the new premium bus line for Crystal City, Potomac Yard, and Braddock Road. 
With dedicated lanes, a direct route to Potomac Yard shopping and restaurants, and more frequent 

service, including evenings and weekends, you’ll get where you need to go—faster. Plus, you’ll enjoy 
our beautiful new stations, designed to protect you from the elements. It’s public transportation with 

an exclusive feel—and it’s ready when you are. 

metrowayva.com Better way. Better future.
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FREE Prostate Cancer 
Screening and Lecture

FREE Screening
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
(10 minute appointments)

PSA and DRE performed by  
Inova Alexandria Hospital physicians

FREE Lecture
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Featuring Yousef Salem, MD

Prostate cancer is the most frequently diagnosed 
cancer in men and the second leading cause of 
cancer-related death in men. One in six men will 
develop prostate cancer at some point in their lives. 

Appointments are required.  
Call 703.698.2441 to register. 

Monday, September 8, 2014
Inova Alexandria Hospital  
Atrium
4320 Seminary Road
Alexandria, VA 22304

C.J. Box’s shorter works 
make for an excellent way 
to pass the time

By terri schlichenmeyer

 You’re stuck — trapped in 
an elevator, an office or the 
front seat of a car — wishing 
you were someplace, anyplace, 
else. 
 The people with you are 
getting on your last nerve. 
You’ve heard the same phrases 
over and over and over and you 
want to scream.
 We’ve all been there. We’ve 
all lived through the irritation, 
but what’s funny is that it’s 
not at all chafing to read about 
it happening to someone else. 
That’s just one of the themes in 

“Shots Fired,” a collection of 
short stories by C.J. Box.
 Throughout the years, says 
Box, fans have asked where 
they could find some of his 
shorter works, wondering why 
there wasn’t an anthology. 
Now there is, with favorite 
characters and a few new faces.
 Take, for instance, “One-
Car Bridge,” in which a ranch 
owned by a big-city bully is on 
the edge of Game Warden Joe 
Pickett’s territory. Joe has bad 
news for the owner, but it could 
be worse news for the ranch’s 
manager. He could lose his job 
over something that’s not his 
fault. Could help come from 
the U.S. Mail?
 Pickett, of course, is one of 
Box’s best-loved characters — 

maybe because the game war-
den cherishes his neighbors so 
much. In “Dull Knife,” one of 
Wyoming ’s finest basketball 
players turns up dead. Joe re-
members the girl and mourns 
what she could have been. 
How she died is an even bigger 
issue.
 Joe’s friend, Nate Ro-
manowski, also appears in this 
book and he’s loaded for bear 
— or, in this case, for a rich 
Saudi who seems to think he 
owns the rogue falconer and 
can buy what he wants. In “The 
Master Falconer,” fans will be 
surprised to see that Nate tows 
the line. Or not.
 Revenge is a dish best 
served cold, they say, but not 
necessarily in a canoe. In “Ev-

ery Day is a Good Day on the 
River,” a long-awaited fish-
ing trip turns into a nightmare 
when something unexpected 
shows up on the waters.
 In my favorite story here, 
“The End of Jim and Ezra,” 
two trappers are caught for 
the winter in a cabin high in 
the mountains. It’s 1835 and 
it’s been three long months of 
living practically on top of one 
another.
 Stir-crazy ain’t the word for 
it.
 You know how it is when 
you want a book, but not the 
whole book?  That’s when you 
reach for this collection. With 
its 10 short stories, “Shots 
Fired” will just fill that nagging 
want-to-read hunger.

 And yet, what’s nice about 
this book is that you can make 
it last. Most of Box’s tales are 
short enough to read in one sit-

the Bookworm

‘Shots fired’ a superb summer read

SEE Bookworm | 24
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~ Importance of Being Ernest ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

PLEASE VISIT www.ALExAndrIAAnImALS.org for morE 
PhoToS, or cALL 703-746-4774.

 ThAnk you

The adorable Ernest, at 3-months, is sure to capture your 
heart with his rough & tumble ways.

 
Ernest will go to you as a “package” which includes his 
brother, Hemingway. These inseparable little strays have 

been at the Shelter since June, and are now ready for their 
new home. They cannot wait to meet you;  they are quite 

fond of humans!

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Come find your new “forever friend” at
King Street Cats’ upcoming

KITTEN PURRLOOZA®

Saturday, August 23, noon - 5pm

Saturday, September 6, noon - 5pm

Saturday, September 20, noon - 5pm

25 Dove Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
www.KingStreetCats.org

Contact@KingStreetCats.org

reer to a childhood incident. 
In 1927, while riding a trolley 
from Washington to Virginia, 
Tucker’s younger brother 
flipped around a couple of 
chairs so that the two boys 
could face their older brother 
and another friend. 
 Once the car crossed into 
the commonwealth, a white 
woman complained that the 
seats extended into the whites-
only section. When they got 
off, the woman had the boys 
arrested. According to Acker-
man’s research, Tucker was 
fined $5.03.
 “He was ahead of his time 
in every way,” Ackerman said. 
“You have to consider: People 
say the civil rights movement 
started with the Montgomery 
bus boycott in 1955 … and, of 
course, Tucker got arrested for 
doing the same thing in 1927.
 Thomas Watson, a law-
yer who shared an office with 
Tucker’s father, appealed the 
case. The all-white jury found 
Tucker innocent.
 “He realized that the law 
was very powerful, it could be 
used to change things that were 
not fair,” Davis said. “I think 
that is how he really perceived 
and … loved the law.”

BuILDINg A LASTINg 
LEgACY

 Davis, Ackerman and oth-
ers in the community are dead-
set on making sure Tucker 
gains newfound recognition 
for his work.
 Organizations throughout 
the city are collaborating to 
mark today’s 75th anniver-
sary of the sit-in, which will 
be held at the Barrett branch 
library at 717 Queen St. Mayor 
Bill Euille, state Delegate Rob 
Krupicka and newly appointed 
member of the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights Patricia 
Timmons-Goodson are all ex-
pected to deliver remarks. 
 “Seventy-five years ago, 
[Tucker] and five young as-
sociates reminded our country 
that all people deserve equal 
access to public facilities,” 
Euille said earlier this week. 
“Their courageous but peace-
ful act led to real change, and 
their legacy lives on in today’s 
modern and accessible [library 
system]. Still, we know the 
fight for equality continues in 
many areas of our society.”
 Tucker and his early pro-
test may not come to mind as 
quickly as the Montgomery 
bus boycott, the Greensboro 
sit-ins or the “Letter from Bir-
mingham Jail,” but his name is 
gaining prominence, said Ack-
erman and Davis.

 “They may not have been 
the flashiest people in the 
world, but they changed the 
face of their community,” said 
Davis of Tucker and his five 
young men.
 Marc Funn, son of Carlton 
Funn, who spent his life teach-
ing and preserving black his-
tory before dying in 2012, said 
the celebration marking the an-
niversary of the sit-in will help 
raise awareness.
 “There’s a feeling that 
people don’t talk about him 
enough, that more of Alexan-
dria needs to know about Sam-
uel Tucker. There are probably 
a lot of folks that know that 
there’s a school named after 
him, but don’t really know the 
man and what he meant to the 
City of Alexandria,” Funn said.  
“Time moves on and we forget 
things that happened in the 
past, those that blazed trails for 
us so we can enjoy the benefit 
of living … like we do.”
 Funn describes the sit-in as 
courageous and brave, quick to 
note that the men were taking a 
serious risk. 
 “It was not very popular to 
buck the status quo, a lot of 
people paid with their lives,” 
he said. “I’m sure it was some-
thing that went through their 
minds, the fact that things 
could have turned out terribly 
just for an act of defiance. 
 “That did not deter them.”

issues have made it more chal-
lenging with things like se-
questering.”
 Local Democratic commit-
tee chairman Clarence Tong 
said federal spending is impor-
tant for the regional economy, 
but argued residents will be 
focused on a broader array of 
issues that affect their wallets.
 “People are really pay-
ing attention with a very keen 
emphasis on the economy lo-
cally, in light of various federal 
government budgetary issues,” 

Tong said. “But I also hear a 
lot of people focused on state-
wide Medicaid expansion and 
access to quality health care … 
and of course efforts to reduce 
college and student loan debt.”
 The local party leaders also 
emphasized their candidates’ 
foreign policy credentials. 
Marston noted Edmond’s ex-
perience as a military veteran 
while Tong made reference to 
Beyer’s previous post as am-
bassador to Switzerland and 
Lichtenstein.
 But residents like Tom 
Soapes, president of the North 
Old Town Independent Citizens 
Association, said interest in the 

race has fizzled since the pri-
mary in June. While other com-
munity leaders declined to go 
on record, all agreed the public 
had grown disinterested in the 
campaign — at least, so far.
 “I actually haven’t heard 
much at all from residents,” 
Soapes said. “We’re in a strong-
ly Democratic district and that 
probably will be the case again 
this year, so there’s really a low 
interest level at this point.
 “The big interest was in the 
primary, which many felt was 
tantamount to the election it-
self. People feel like the [gen-
eral election] is pretty much a 
pro forma thing.”

tucker 

FROM | 9

election 

FROM | 1
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3 Course fixed menu  
for Lunch & Dinner

Lunch menu $20 
Dinner menu $35

Each Menu offers choices of Appetizer, 
Entree & Dessert

*Reservations available online

703-836-5123  ✳  www.alalucia.com
315 Madison St. Alexandria VA 22314

Sun-Tues  
25% off  

any bottle of 
wine when  
dining in

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.519.0055 • www.FostersGrille.com 

Independently Owned & Operated | Valid at this location only

Re s taurant Week $35 de a ls 
BR ing youR Child ! !

August 15th - August 31st

2 Adult Meals  
+ 2 Milk Shakes
+ One Kids Meal

2 Adult meals 
+ 2 Kids meals 
(Additional Toppings  
& Sides are extra)

OR

OptiOn 1 OptiOn 2

Feature your restaurant in our bi-weekly restaurant 

spread, Let’s Eat. Call 703-739-0001 to advertise.

3-course  
prix fixe menu

218 N. Lee Street | 703-683-1007 
www.labergerie.com

$35 

$35  
3-course prix  
fixe menu

205 E. HowEll AvEnuE 
703-717-9151 

www.dElrAycAfE.com

Be sure to join us during 
Alexandria Restaurant Week!

703-548-0001 | www.indigolanding.com

ALEXANDRIA’S FAVORITE WATERFRONT RESTAURANT

For our complete menu, visit  
http://www.artfullychocolate.com/

506 John Carlyle Street | 703-575-8686

• Fresh Salad to start • Choice of any two Crepes 
• End with a sinfully delicious Dessert Crepe

Restaurant Week Special

Dinner for Two $35

Now a French-style bistro with a new menu  
focusing on scrumptious crepes! 

277 South Washington Street  •  societyfair.net

Restaurant Week!
3-course Prix Fixe dinner for $35

Reservations: societyfair.net

BARBECUE BAG

Smoked Pork Chops • BBQ Chicken
Watermelon Basil Salad • Summer Corn Salad
Buttermilk Biscuits • a bottle of White Wine 
$75, serves 4. Reserve: store.societyfair.net

Having a BBQ was never easier!
We’re cooking! Reserve today! 
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War of 1812 Bicentennial
August 30th - 31st, 2014 

Alexandria War of 1812 Commemoration

now to august 24

ALEXANDRIA RESTAURANT 
WEEK Alexandria’s summer restaurant 
week returns again with over 60 eateries 
across the city participating and offering 
three-course meals for $35 or dinner for 
two for $35.
Time: Various
Location: Various throughout Alexan-
dria
Information: www.alexandriarestau-
rantweek.com

now to august 31

SIT DOWN AND TAKE A STAND: 
THE SAMUEL W. TUCKER EXHI-
BITION This exhibition focuses on the 
life of famed civil rights attorney Samuel 
Wilbert Tucker and the historic 1939 sit-
in at a city library. This exhibition is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356 or www.
alexandriava.gov/blackhistory

now to september 8

‘SCAPES AND STRUCTURES 
EXHIBITIONS In the month of August 
at the Art League Gallery, two exhibitions 
about landscapes and sculptural work 
will be open for public view. ‘Scapes 
features work that illustrates elements 
of our external world, while Structures 
features three-dimensional sculptures, 
forms, structures and creations.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to 
Saturday; open until 9 p.m. Thursdays; 
noon to 6 p.m. Sundays.
Location: The Art League, Torpedo 
Factor Art Center, 105 N. Union St., 
Studio 21.
Information: 703-683-1780 or www.
theartleague.org.

now to september 14

SUMMER CHAMBER SERIES 
The Washington Metropolitan Philhar-
monic Association presents its summer 
chamber series at the Lyceum, featuring 
musicians playing amazing chamber 
music. Admission is free, though dona-
tions are accepted.
Time: Each Sunday, 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-799-8229, wmpmu-
sic@earthlink.org or www.wmpmusic.org

now to september 26

BASEBALL BOAT TO NATION-
ALS PARK Take a Potomac Riverboat 
Co. ferry across the Potomac River to 
catch the Washington Nationals at 80 
percent of home games. Tickets are $15 
one way or $25 for a round trip.
Time: Various

Location: Alexandria Marina, 1 Cam-
eron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or www.
baseballboat.com

august 21

75TH ANNIVERSARY CEL-
EBRATION LIBRARY SIT-IN A 
commemoration of one of the first civil 
rights sit-ins that took place at the Kate 
Waller Barrett Branch Library in 1939. 
Exhibitors, vendors, food and drink sales 
and musical entertainment will mark 
this open-air event on the 700 block of 
Queen St.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch 
Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: 703-746-1701 or rdaw-
son@alexandriava.gov.

august 23

POTOMAC YARD TRANSITWAY 
RIBBON CUTTING Celebrate the 
opening of the first segment of the Crys-
tal City — Potomac Yard Transitway as 
Metroway is introduced as the first bus 
rapid transit system in the region.
Time: 9 to 10 a.m.
Location: Route 1 and Swann Avenue
Information: 703-746-4146

ARTIST MATERIALS MARKET 
Artists from the Torpedo Factory Artists’ 
Association and around the area will 
offer their gently used art supplies, tools, 
materials and ephemera for sale or 
trade. The event will also feature demon-
strations and other activities.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: www.torpedofactory.org

JEFFERSON-HOUSTON ICE 
CREAM SOCIAL A welcome for 
new pre-K and Kindergarten families at 
Jefferson-Houston Elementary School, 
sponsored by the school PTA.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: danna.andrews@gmail.
com

BOOK TALK Author and Washington 
insider Alison Fortier carefully curates 
an expedition through the District with a 
talk on her new book “A History Lover’s 
Guide Washington, DC: Designed for 
Democracy.”
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or www.
nvfaa.org

LEE FAMILY HOMES GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR A 90-minute 
walking tour that begins at Lee-Fendall 
House and includes stops outside the 
boyhood home of Robert E. Lee, the 
home of “founding father” Arthur Lee, 
and more. Tickets are $12 for adults 
and $8 for students. Tour space is 
limited, so purchasing tickets in advance 
is highly recommended.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum 
& Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or www.
leefendallhouse.org

august 24

FAMILY DAY Junior docents from 
grades four through seven lead a tour 
of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, featur-
ing a look at the tavern’s ice well. No 
reservations necessary, entry costs $5 
for adults and $3 for children ages five 
to 12.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern

august 27

THE WAR OF 1812 BUCCA-
NEER — HOLLYWOOD STYLE 
The first of two nights of vintage war 
films at The Lyceum. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. for the 1938 version of “The 
Buccaneer,” starring Fredric March and 
Akim Tamiroff. Entrance is free, though 
donations to the War of 1812 Com-
memoration are accepted.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum Museum, 201 
S. Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
lyceum

august 28

THE WAR OF 1812 BUCCA-
NEER — HOLLYWOOD STYLE 
The second of two nights of vintage war 
films at The Lyceum. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. for the 1958 version of “The Buc-
caneer,” starring Yul Brenner, Charlton 
Heston and others. Entrance is free, 
though donations to the War of 1812 
Commemoration are accepted.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum Museum, 201 
S. Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
lyceum

august 30-31

WAR OF 1812 COMMEMORA-
TION WEEKEND Celebrate the end 
of Alexandria’s commemoration of the 
War of 1812 with this city-wide festival, 
featuring three sporting events as part 
of a challenge to members of the British 
Embassy and other activities.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/1812 

september 4

WAR OF 1812 LECTURE Co-
sponsored by the Alexandria Historical 
Society and The Lyceum, Andrew Lam-
bert of Kings College London gives the 
lecture “When John Bull came to town: 
Alexandria in the War of 1812.” Admis-
sion is $5 per person and free for AHS 
members. Tickets can be purchased 
online.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: George Washington Masonic 
Memorial, King Street and Callahan 
Drive
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov/
Events.aspx

september 5

SPARK HEALTH FAIR AND 
FIELD DAY An opportunity for the 
community to connect to the best health 

and wellness providers in value, service 
and skill. Each participant will be given 
the opportunity to ask questions of each 
provider/sponsor. There will also be 
entertainment, booths and activities.
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-329-0181 or 
njbabka@sparkphysio.com

september 6

CONTRABANDS AND FREED-
MEN MEMORIAL DEDICATION 
The dedication of the Contrabands and 
Freedmen Cemetery Memorial, which 
commemorates blacks who fled to 
Alexandria during the Civil War to escape 
bondage.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Contrabands and Freedmen 
Cemetery Memorial, 700 Church St.
Information: 703-746-4554 or histori-
calexandria@alexandriava.gov

september 7

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL 
CLEANUP Volunteers can participate 

in the Ocean Conservancy’s 29th Annual 
International Coastal Cleanup. They will 
clean waterways at Hume Springs Park 
and Four Mile Run Park. RSVP required.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Hume Springs Park, 100 
Dale St. or Four Mile Run Park parking 
lot, 4131 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: rod.simmons@alexan-
driava.gov

PINK HEALS TOUR A cancer 
awareness event supporting women and 
raising awareness by displaying pink fire 
trucks and pink police vehicles. Cancer 
awareness t-shirts will be sold to help 
support those women in the community 
who have battled cancer.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 571-641-0036, willie.
bailey@fairfaxcounty.gov or www.pink-
firetrucks.org

FIRST-PERSON WORKSHOP A 
four-part workshop on how to research 
and develop a first-person character, 
select appropriate period clothes and 

calendar  

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

SEE calendar | 17
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By richard roeper 

 For some 18 years, Jeff 
Bridges tried to make a movie 
out of “The Giver,” the be-
loved and critically acclaimed 
children’s novel by Lois Low-
ry that has sold more than 10 
million copies and remains a 
fixture on middle-school read-
ing lists.
 It’s a tricky thing, adapt-
ing a fable about a supposedly 
utopian society where every-
one is comfortably numb to 
such emotions as love, pain, 
suffering and loss. Even with 
the skilled veteran Phillip 
Noyce (“The Quiet American,” 
“Rabbit-Proof Fence,” “Patriot 

Games”), some arresting visu-
als and a cast that includes Os-
car winners Bridges and Meryl 
Streep and even Taylor Swift, 
“The Giver” doesn’t seem en-
tirely consistent about its own 
rules and races far too quickly 
to a thoroughly unsatisfactory 
conclusion that raises three 
questions for each answer it 
provides.
 For a story designed to 
touch our emotions and remind 
us of all the wonderful highs 
and all the devastating lows of 
a life undiluted, it’s not nearly 
as involving as you might ex-
pect. Even the cute-baby-in-
peril scenes kept me on the 
back of my seat.

 In the movie version of 
“The Giver,” the protago-
nist, Jonas, is 16, some four 
years older than he is in the 
book. That opens the door to 
a teen romance, with Brenton 
Thwaites as Jonas and Odeya 
Rush as Fiona, a girl Jonas 
clearly loves even before his 
mind and heart are opened to 
such concepts.
 Jonas, Fiona and their re-
spective “family units” live 
in a world literally without 
color. It’s a tranquil, peaceful, 
Big Brother-esque world with 
very strict rules (“no lying”), a 
nightly curfew and a populace 

scene around town

‘The Giver’ doesn’t offer very much

photo/the weinstein co.   
Jeff Bridges (left) and Brenton Thwaites bring Lois Lowry’s acclaimed young adult novel “The Giver” to life. 
Unfortuantely, the silver screen version falls well short of living up to Lowry’s storytelling. 

SEE the giver | 24

photo/the weinstein co.      
Brenton Thwaites stars as Jonas in the long-awaited cinema 
adaptation of “The Giver,” a story set in a bland and over-medi-
cated dystopian future.
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‘The Giver’ doesn’t offer very much
practice in character. There is also the 
opportunity to step on stage during 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s 2014 
Candlelight Tour Program. Cost is $40 
for the series, $12 per class as space 
allows; tickets must be purchased in 
advance either at http://shop.alexan-
driava.gov or by calling 703-746-4242.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

september 13-14

ALEXANDRIA FESTIVAL OF 
THE ARTS The 12th annual outdoor 
arts festival that features art exhibitors 
along King Street as well as local food 
vendors.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Location: King Street from Union to 
Washington streets
Information: 561-746-6615 or info@
artfestival.com

september 13

A.L. BOOTHE PARK PLAY-
GROUND DEDICATION Alexandria 
City Council, the Alexandria School 
Board and city officials will dedicate 
the Armistead L. Boothe Park after its 
renovation.
Time: 8:30 to 9 a.m.
Location: Armistead L. Boothe Park, 
520 Cameron Station Blvd.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov

MUSIC FESTIVAL A festival to cel-
ebrate the diversity of life in Alexandria, 
the region’s past and opportunities for 
the future. The event will feature food 
and beverage sales, children’s games, 
face painting, vendors and musical 
performances.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Four Mile Run Park Commu-
nity Building, 4109 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-746-5465

FAMILY DIG DAY Help city archae-
ologists and students from the George 
Washington University field school 
screen excavate soil from a real dig on 
the grounds of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. Tickets 
cost $5 per person. Reservations are 
required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov.

september 14

PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON Learn about the 
political and personal issues of 1814 
with President James Madison. Reserva-
tions are required and tickets cost $15 
per person, $10 for students. Advanced 
registration recommended at https://
shop.alexandriava.gov/events.aspx.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703.746.4242 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

september 15

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to help someone showing 
signs of a mental illness or mental 
health crisis. Registration is free, but 
space is limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Dept. of Community and 
Health Services, 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

september 17

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The 
second of two sessions in which people 
can learn how to help someone show-
ing signs of a mental illness or mental 
health crisis. Registration is free, but 
space is limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Dept. of Community and 
Health Services, 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

september 18

NVSO TABLE TENNIS COMPE-
TITION The Northern Virginia Senior 
Olympics are held from September 
13-24, with several events held in Alex-
andria. Admission is free.
Time: 9 a.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-228-4721, 
nvso1982@gmail.com or www.nvso.us

september 19

FREE MOVIE NIGHT A free screen-
ing of “The Lego Movie,” with compli-
mentary popcorn and water provided.
Time: 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 202-835-1037

september 20

NVSO WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 
COMPETITION The Northern Virginia 
Senior Olympics are held from Septem-
ber 13-24, with several events held in 
Alexandria. Admission is free.
Time: 9 a.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-228-4721, 
nvso1982@gmail.com or www.nvso.us

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL 
CLEANUP Volunteer to participate in 
the Ocean Conservancy’s 29th Annual 
International Coastal Cleanup, in which 
volunteers will clean waterways at 
Oronoco Bay Park. RSVP required.
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St.
Information: jeremy.hassan@alexan-
driava.gov

JAVA JOLT: ALEXANDRIA AND 
THE WAR OF 1812 Sponsored 
by Friends of Alexandria Archaeology 

SEE OUR CIRCULAR IN TODAY’S PAPER

START SCHOOL IN STYLE!

adidas Kelsey or 
Outdoor Vortex 
Backpacks
Reg. 39.99–$45

NOW $20

Outdoor Vortex 

$20$20

Outdoor Vortex Outdoor Vortex 

$20$20

50%OFF

Under Armour 
Micro G Pulse
MSRP 79.99

NOW

4999SAVE 
$30

DEAL
OF THE
WEEK!

SEE calendar | 26
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To the editor:
 I think the rational re-
sponse to the August 7 letter 
(“We must stop the ‘cycling 
anarchy’”) regarding “cy-
cling anarchy” is a question 
of priorities. 
 I have never heard of a pe-
destrian in Old Town getting 
hit by a bicycle, but I have 
heard of cyclists, joggers 
and pedestrians getting hit 
by cars, including my wife, 
who was walking in a cross-
walk near City Hall. We also 
have experienced many close 
calls while walking our kids 
to school. 
 I have seen many cars fail 
to come to a complete stop at 
stop signs. Others go through 
them without slowing down 
at all. 

 There also is the distinc-
tion between rolling through 
stop signs when no cars or 
pedestrians are present or in 
the lane of travel versus when 
they are present or in the lane 
of travel. I don’t think I need 
to explain which of the two is 
more dangerous, the 2,000- 
to 4,000-pound motor vehicle 
or bicycle weighing a couple 
of hundred pounds (includ-
ing the rider). And which can 
avoid pedestrians easier, the 
wide-bodied car or the nar-
row bicycle?
 It seems to me that we 
should first deal with the 
more dangerous automobile 
anarchy. This anarchy is driv-
en by the city’s poor planning 
for parking and will be exac-
erbated by a spike in motor 

vehicle traffic with the com-
ing increased density along 
the waterfront. 
 The city is not up to the 
industry standard of best 
practices relative to parking 
planning and this endangers 
— bordering on negligence 
— pedestrians, joggers and 
drivers as well as cyclists 
while motorists are cruising 
for free parking rather than 
looking at the crosswalks or 
the road. The person that hit 
my wife admitted she was 
looking for parking. 
 The best practice, where 
there is a well-connected 
Metro station, is to provide 
metered parking near the 
commercial areas and price it 

our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

 Most associate the launch of America’s civil rights move-
ment with the momentous events of the 1950s: the 1954 Brown 
vs. Board of Education decision, Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up 
her bus seat in 1955 and the rise in influence of the charismatic 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 Those events dramatically furthered the movement, leading 
to the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  But they were preceded by 
many courageous acts of resistance, including one 75 years ago 
today right here in Alexandria, when attorney Samuel Wilbert 
Tucker masterminded a peaceful protest at the Alexandria li-
brary.
 That protest long ago on a hot August morning is worth re-
membering for what it heralded and as an example of the life’s 
work of a great man. 
 The protest involved five young black men previously re-
cruited by Tucker. They entered Alexandria’s sole library, which 
was for whites only. One by one, they asked for a library card.  
 Upon being rebuffed by the librarian, they each took a book 
from the shelves and began quietly reading. The young men 
were ultimately arrested for disorderly conduct. Tucker alerted 
the media, but the story didn’t receive widespread coverage out-
side of the black newspapers.
 Tucker saw education and the law as the means by which to 
fight racial inequality. According to an article by S.J. Ackerman 
in The Washington Post, Tucker became interested in the law as 
a child. Under the tutelage of family friend Thomas Watson, a 
black lawyer, Tucker passed the Virginia bar exam at age 20.
 Tucker was ahead of his time in many respects. In 1927, al-
most 30 years before the Montgomery bus boycott, Tucker and 
one of his brothers were arrested after a white bus passenger 
told them their movable seat had strayed into the “whites only” 
section. Watson defended the boys. Amazingly and unexpect-
edly, an all-white jury found the boys innocent. Tucker realized 
that action through the courts could be a vehicle for change.
 Though brilliant, Tucker was humble and unassuming. Ac-
cording to Ackerman’s research, Tucker once said, “God keeps 
his eye on the sparrow, but the sparrow never shouts. He just 
sings his song.”
 Tucker didn’t seek the limelight; he simply devoted the rest 
of his life to fighting inequality in the courts. After serving in 
World War II, he decided southern Virginia needed more black 
lawyers, so in 1946 Tucker moved to Emporia. Over the years 
he litigated many desegregation cases as an NAACP lawyer, in-
cluding several before the U.S. Supreme Court.
 Tucker’s activism earned him the enmity of Virginia Sen. 
Harry Byrd’s political machine, which unsuccessfully sought to 
have him disbarred in 1960. 
 He finally gained the recognition he deserved when Alexan-
dria’s school board in 1999 marked the 60th anniversary of the 
library sit-in by voting to name the city’s new West End elemen-
tary school after him.
 Samuel Wilbert Tucker is a hero for the ages. In our current 
narcissistic era, with its emphasis on personal and partisan gain, 
Tucker’s life of sacrifice and devotion to others stands as an 
enduring example. As we remember the events of August 21, 
1939, we honor the man who planned them.

Samuel Wilbert Tucker:  
An Alexandria hero

We can do a better job of encouraging 
walking and cycling in Old Town

SEE transit | 19
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To the editor:
 In response to the Al-
exandria Times article and 
editorial in the July 24 is-
sue (“Alexandria residents, 
the Torpedo Factory needs 
you”), I am writing to pro-
vide clarification on the 
Torpedo Factory Art Cen-
ter’s item that was present-
ed to the Alexandria City 
Council at their May 24 
meeting.
  The Torpedo Factory 
Art Center went before city 
council to request changes 
in our board structure and 
to receive a rebate on the 
annual rent we pay for the 
public spaces. As the city 
owns the building, the Tor-
pedo Factory and its ten-
ants pay almost $400,000 
each year in rent and utili-
ties. We proposed forgoing 
payment on $137,000 of 
these funds to re-invest into 
specific and vital projects, 
including new program-
ming, additional market-
ing, new signage, architec-
tural services and staffing.  
 This investment of a 
mere 27 cents per visitor 
would let the Torpedo Fac-
tory become a vibrant con-
tributor to the city’s plans 
to revitalize the waterfront.
 City councilors did not 
reject this proposal; they 
choose not to act on it. We 
hope they will reconsider it 

again in the fall. Given the 
immensely positive eco-
nomic impact and commu-
nity legacy of the Torpedo 
Factory, our request was 
not only reasonable and 
modest, but essential to the 
long term viability of our 
organization.  
 A few key facts:
• Based on a city-funded 
study in 2010, the Torpedo 
Factory generates $16.2 
million annually in direct 
visitor spending for Alex-
andria.
• Our building has not 
been renovated since 1983, 
more than 30 years ago. 
• While admission to our 
building and public pro-
grams remain free to the 
community, there is no line 
item in the city budget for 
the Torpedo Factory.
• Our overhead costs 
are as low as possible: We 
spend $2 per visitor as op-
posed to the national aver-
age for museums of $40-50 
per visitor.  
 Let’s be clear — our 
proposal was not about 
minor cosmetic repairs 
but ratherthe ability of 
the art center to grow and 
thrive. To do so, we need 
the support of the commu-
nity and city government.  
 Last year, our board 
completed a strategic 
roadmap, which laid out 

plans for growth and new 
programming. There are 
exciting developments in 
progress and we encour-
age the community to get 
involved (information is 
available on our website, 
www.torpedofactory.org).
  You can visit: We’re 
open seven days a week 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
(Thursdays until 9 p.m.). 
Our many events and 
openings provide multiple 
reasons to come back to 
visit our artists.
  You can donate: Gifts 
of any size will help build 
new programs and con-
tinue our mission to foster 
connections that ignite the 
creative spirit.
  You can volunteer: We 
always appreciate volun-
teers to help either on a 
regular basis or for special 
events.
 We’re grateful to the Al-
exandria Times for provid-
ing valuable coverage on 
our organization. Together, 
we can make the Torpedo 
Factory an even better 
place to experience art both 
in person and in progress.

- Eric Wallner
Chief executive officer, 

Torpedo Factory Art 
Center

Here’s how you can answer the Times’ 
call to help the Torpedo Factory Senior Corner

with Russell Hunter

  “Are my memory problems 
because of dementia or just age?”  
 It’s a question I get frequently. 
We all experience forgetfulness 
and word-finding difficulties from 
time to time. Unsuccessfully try-
ing to remember the name of an 
actor is a perfect example.  
 You might also forget where 
you put your keys or even lose 
track of time and run late to ap-
pointments. These are all 
normal experiences.  
 Mental processing 
slows down with age. Old-
er adults may experience 
more difficulty with multi-
tasking. 
 Dementia, though, is 
not part of normal aging and is dis-
tinguished by a set of symptoms 
that cause significant impairment 
in social, occupational or daily 
functioning (paying bills, cooking, 
cleaning, etc.). The onset of de-
mentia depends on the cause of the 
symptoms (Alzheimer’s disease or 
a stroke, for example) but typi-
cally occurs late in life, after the 
age of 65. Symptoms of dementia 
are pronounced and occur over a 
shorter span of time.  
 These include cognitive im-
pairments as well as changes in 
personality and behavior. The Di-
agnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders indicates that 
a diagnosis of dementia requires 
that a person experiences memory 
impairment and at least one of the 
following: 
• Aphasia, or language distur-
bances, is noticeable when an indi-
vidual has problems finding words 
and their speech is vague or lack-
ing substance.
• Impaired executive function-
ing. Normally, this skill helps in-
dividuals connect past learning 
with present action by performing 
activities such as paying attention, 
remembering details, planning, or-
ganizing and managing time.
• Agnosia, which is an inability 
to recognize familiar objects such 
as a clothespin, kite or keys.
• Apraxia, which is an inability 
to perform tasks or movements 
when asked — even though the 

request is understood. They are 
willing to perform the task, the 
muscles needed work properly 
and the task may have already 
been learned.
 Individuals also can experi-
ence psychiatric symptoms such 
as depression, anxiety, delusional 
thinking and hallucinations. These 
psychiatric symptoms are — in a 
few cases — caused by dementia. 

In other cases, these symp-
toms occur in the absence 
of dementia, but may cause 
dementia-like symptoms.  
 Depression and anxiety, 
for example, tend to inter-
fere with an individual’s 
ability to pay attention 

and remember new information 
necessary for making informed 
decisions. When depression and 
anxiety are treated, these cognitive 
symptoms improve.  
 There are symptoms of de-
mentia to be aware of, including 
forgetfulness of recent events, 
repetitive speech or questioning, 
changes in personality, odd or in-
appropriate behavior, getting lost 
in familiar places, repeated falls 
or loss of balance, decline in plan-
ning and organization, changes in 
eating habits and changes in hy-
giene as well as in language abili-
ties and comprehension.
 The type of dementia, its on-
set and the prognosis can be de-
termined by looking at a person’s 
medical history, their symptoms, 
CT and MRI scans, and neurocog-
nitive testing. The most common 
type of dementia is Alzheimer’s 
and the second most common is 
vascular dementia. Risk factors 
for developing dementia include 
family history, age, high cholester-
ol, hypertension, diabetes, obesity, 
alcohol abuse and smoking.  
 Remember that dementia is not 
a part of normal aging. Contact a 
primary care physician if you sus-
pect that you or someone else may 
have dementia.

The writer is a licensed  
clinical psychologist with the  

City of Alexandria Older  
Adult Clinical Services. 

Separating dementia from normal aging

above the garage rate (of 
course, residents would be 
exempt). That encourages 
drivers to go right to the ga-
rages rather than cruise for 
free parking. 
 This solves another 
problem, which is inad-
equate parking at busy 

times like Friday nights 
when residents can’t find 
any parking spots. Free 
parking attracts more cars 
than transit riders and 
when you charge for park-
ing, you get more transit 
riders than cars. 
 And, of course, idling, 
stopping and starting and 
cruising around in cars in-
creases air pollution, stress 
and poses serious health 

risks. In a pedestrian and 
bicycle oriented place like 
Old Town, I would encour-
age the author of that letter 
to stop cruising and — as 
first lady Michelle Obama 
says — get moving, ei-
ther as a pedestrian or on a 
bike.

- Chris Hubbard
Alexandria

transit 
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To the editor:
 To address your quest for 
knowledge, here are a few 
syllogisms (the term you re-
call from your logic course. 
Remember? “If this, then 
that”). So here goes: If trees 
suck up carbon dioxide, then 
more trees mean less green-
house gas. Here’s more: If 
rising climate temperatures 
are not good for life as we 
know it, then reducing cli-
mate temperatures is good. 
 And, if ever-increasing 
quantities of greenhouse gas 
contribute to rising tempera-
tures, then less greenhouse 
gas will serve to abate and 
perhaps reverse this trend. 
Therefore, if trees diminish 
greenhouse gas, then they are 
good. Ergo, more trees are 
better for me, for thee and for 
the whole wide world
 But this logic doesn’t ap-
ply in Alexandria, “the Fun 
Side of the Potomac” or what-
ever our moniker is nowa-
days. I bet you didn’t know 
we have a city sanctioned 
program to remove healthy 
trees from public spaces. For 
a long time, I didn’t either.
 To add insult to injury, not 
only are there are no plans to 
replace them, there are appar-
ently no plans to expeditious-
ly remove them after they are 
felled. A few are fairly large, 

too. But, like dead soldiers on 
a contested battlefield, these 
trees are allowed to rest ig-
nominiously for days near 
where they once stood.
 If you drove by the in-
tersection of Telegraph and 
Duke streets recently, which, 
based on my experience, is 
traversed daily by half of Al-
exandria, you no doubt no-
ticed these fallen greenhouse 
gas grabbers. Curious, I 
called the city arborist to find 
out what was going on.
 He said he had nothing 
to do with this tree removal 
program. However, in the en-
suing conversation, I learned 
that his boss is in charge of it. 
Apparently, his boss decided 
a good use of your tax dollars 
was to remove trees that do 
not belong in Alexandria.
 “Why?” I asked. 
 They are illegal immi-
grants I was told. They are 
invasive. They are taking 
the jobs that belong to native 
trees. 
 “I see,” said I. “When will 

native trees be planted to re-
place the ones cut down?”  
 The city arborist replied 
by saying there are no plans 
to replace them. They hope 
that natives eventually will 
sprout up.
 So, if you ever wondered 
why your taxes never de-
crease, then recall this tax-
payer funded program that’s 
removing healthy trees, ones 
that snare a bit of your car 
exhaust but are nevertheless 
undesired.  
 In the scheme of things, 
the cost of this program pales 
in comparison to servic-
ing the hundreds of millions 
of dollars of debt our city 
council incurred to construct 
public palaces, most recently 
the new Jefferson-Houston 
School. Together, however, 
they make clear nothing is 
too excessive for those who 
rule “the Fun Side of the Po-
tomac.” 

- Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

To the editor:
 More than any other state, 
Virginia has a deep relation-
ship with the military. Not 
only is the commonwealth 
home to more veterans per 
capita than any other state, but 
military spending also is a cru-
cial part of our economy. 
 We have a moral obligation 
to stand up for our soldiers 
and veterans, but it also is a 
smart economic decision for 
our state, and U.S. Sen. Mark 

Warner (D-Va.) has consis-
tently done just that.
 Earlier this year, Warner 
assisted in bringing $3.5 mil-
lion of AmeriCorps funding 
to Virginia. One recipient was 
the Catholic Charities of USA 
AmeriCorps Peer Navigators 
in Alexandria. This funding 
allows the organization to in-
crease its aid to military mem-
bers and veterans in our area 
— specifically in healthcare 
and employment.

 Helping all of Virginia’s 
military members is a pri-
ority for Warner. Just a few 
days ago, the senator joined 
a bipartisan group of Virginia 
legislators in writing to the 
Secretary of the Air Force to 
advocate for the Langley-Eus-
tis Joint Base as a future home 
for the Air Force Installation 
and Mission Support Center. 
The jobs it would bring would 
help compensate for the recent 
consolidation of the Air Force, 

which hit Virginia particularly 
hard.
 Warner consistently cham-
pions military families. Last 
year he and U.S. Sen. Tim 
Kaine (D-Va.) introduced the 
Military Retirement Restora-
tion Act, which would repeal 
$6 billion in proposed cuts 
to veterans’ pensions. In ad-
dition, just a few weeks ago, 
senators Warner and Saxby 
Chambliss (R-Ga.) convinced 
defense appropriators to drop 

a proposal that would cut 
funding for military commis-
saries.
 These days, it’s easy to 
be jaded and cynical about 
politics. But amidst all the 
partisanship and conflict, it’s 
refreshing that we have some-
one like Warner fighting for 
those who fight for us.

- Alex Amico
Alexandria

To the editor:
 George Byrd of Falls Church 
disagreed in your opinion pages 
with the notion that the Presby-
terian Church’s divestment mea-
sures against Israel are motivated 
by anti-Semitism (“Divestment 
does not equal anti-Semitism,” 
August 7). He further compares 
the lot of Palestinian Arabs in 
Israel to that of black South Afri-
cans under apartheid.
 I won’t pretend to be able to 
look into the heart of Byrd — or 
any man — and divine whether 
he is an anti-Semite. Anti-Sem-
itism is a default position for all 
manner of sociopaths. Its mani-
festations range from outright 
murder to subtle discrimination, 
and toward the latter end of the 
spectrum it often comes in dis-
guise, even dressed in good in-
tentions.
 Whether the lot of Arabs in 
Israel is similar to that of blacks 
in apartheid-era South Africa is 
an easier proposition to address, 
precisely because it is so absurd.  
Despite mutual distrust between 
Arabs and Jews that has built up 
over decades of hostilities, Is-
raeli Arabs enjoy equal rights if 
not always equal treatment. Jews 
and Arabs in Israel, two peoples 
and a place not known for lack-
ing reflection and debate, talk 
about this topic and the need for 
continued improvement in rela-
tions openly and endlessly.
 By every measure of free-

dom — voting rights, gender 
rights, religious tolerance, ac-
cess to jobs and social services 
— Arabs in Israel are better off 
than those in Muslim countries 
where they mainly are pawns 
and props for tyrants and reli-
gious lunatics. The lot of Ar-
abs in Israel slowly is getting 
better and would be vastly im-
proved if Israel were allowed 
to live in peace. Israeli Arabs 
also are infinitely better off than 
Christians and Jews in Arab or 
Muslim countries, at least those 
Christians and Jews who are 
still alive there.
 Far be it from me to sug-
gest what will make Byrd or the 
leadership of the Presbyterian 
Church feel sanctified. But in-
stead of punishing the Jews of 
Israel for imperfectly striving 
to realize their own high ide-
als, these critics might focus on 
the growing and lethal threat to 
Christians, Jews and everyone 
else who does not subscribe 
to a narrow and virulent form 
of Islam. Unlike a campaign 
aimed at punishing a western 
ally, a campaign aimed at pro-
tecting religious freedom won’t 
be easy. But at least it will be 
pointed in the right direction, 
toward the ignorance, fear and 
naked aggression that are the 
root cause of the problem.

- Jack Lichtenstein
Alexandria

Tree removal project underscores  
a culture of fiscal irresponsibility

Warner fights for the commonwealth’s soldiers, sailors and airmen

Punishing Israel distracts 
from the real battles ahead

so, if you ever wondered why your taxes 
never decrease, then recall this taxpayer 

funded program that’s removing healthy trees, 
ones that snare a bit of your car exhaust but are 
nevertheless undesired.”
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ne of the few commercial cor-
ners to have remained largely 
unchanged for over 60 years is 

located at the northeast intersection of 
Gibbon and South Washington streets.  
 Since 1952, Demaine’s Funeral Home 
has occupied the three-and-a-half story 
building on the site, originally built 50 
years earlier as a new and larger factory 
for the prospering Paff Shoe Company, 
previously located in the old Green Steam 
Furniture building at Prince and South 
Fairfax streets.
 After the shoe factory closed during 
World War I, the building was acquired 
by Roberts Memorial Chapel and used 
as an annex.  Long-time Alexandrian 
Mabel Burts was raised in the surround-
ing neighborhood by an extended family 
that included her grandmother — a former 
slave — and had firsthand knowledge of 
the building in the 1920s. In a 2002 oral 
interview, she described the many happy 
times she shared with friends in the build-
ing during her youth. 
 “Our church owned that building 
where the Demaine’s Funeral Home is 
now, Roberts Memorial,” she recalled. “It 
was Roberts Chapel then. They bought 
that building. And they had movies in 
there. We [would] go over there and used 
to play games and everything. Because we 
wasn’t allowed to … go to the theater, the 
white theater, we had to go clean to Wash-
ington if we wanted to see a movie. And 
they had movies in there for us when we 
were coming up.”
 In the late 1940s, with new residents 

flooding into Alexandria during the post-
war period, the building transformed into 
a colonial reproduction furniture show-
room, highlighted with symmetrical, neo-
colonial elements on the front facade to 
recall Alexandria’s 18th century architec-
tural roots. The entryway was relocated 
to the street-level center of the building. 
The formal double doors were surrounded 
by pilasters and topped by a pediment. A 
substantial entablature supported by four 
tall Tuscan columns ran the length of the 
building to enhance the Colonial brand 
and a small one-story addition with multi-
paned windows was added to the north 
side.
 The Demaine family’s association 
with the funerary arts goes back to 1789, 
when one of the town’s early cabinetmak-
ers expanded his trade to include the con-
struction of caskets. Ten years later, upon 
the sudden death of former President 
George Washington, the tradesman was 
asked to construct a lead-lined, mahogany 
casket to specifically fit his large frame.  In 
1841, the growing firm also was located at 
Prince and South Fairfax streets and was 

well established as one of Virginia’s oldest 
business concerns. 
 By the 20th century, the business had 
moved to a storefront location at 817 King 

out of the attic
An untouched corner of Alexandria history

photo/office of historic alexandria

uncle b writes:
These streets are fine cycling routes 
as is, since motorists can easily use 
the left lane to pass. 
 While adding bike lanes sounds 
like a good thing on the surface, I 
worry that this proposal is likely to 
lead to unacceptably narrow door-
zone bike lanes. [These] will both 
tempt novice riders into harm’s way 
and will increase motorist hostility 
toward others who choose to ride 
out in the vehicle lane in order to 
avoid the car doors. Remember you 
should never ride within five feet of 
a parked car at much above a walk-
ing pace. Unfortunately, far too 
many of our area’s bike lanes are 
square in the danger zone.
 Most vehicles keep to reason-
able speeds in Old Town already, 
given all the traffic signals, stop 
signs and pedestrians around. If the 
bad apples [that] refuse to abide 
become a real problem here, other 
options that do not hurt cyclists (en-
forcement, signal retiming, speed 
humps, etc.) should be considered.

In response to “Prince 
and Cameron streets eyed 
for bike lanes,” August 14:O

weekly poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Should bike lanes be added to Cameron  
and Prince streets?

A. Yes.   
B.  No. 

68%  Yes.

32% No.

This Week  
Does Samuel W. Tucker deserve more 
recognition locally and nationally?

382 votes
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By mary g. pepitone 

 Put to bed any anxiety you 
may have surrounding your 
bedroom by paying attention 
to your sleeping space.
 Homeowners can have a 
suite setup in the bedroom, re-
gardless of its size, says Rebec-
ca Gray, merchandising vice 
president of the Omaha-based 
Hayneedle Inc., a decade-old 
online home store.
 “A bedroom is the place we 
are supposed to be spending at 
least one-third of our day — or 
eight hours,” she says. “The re-

storative qualities of sleep can 
be linked to how peaceful and 
relaxing the bedroom is.”
 Whether you’re outfitting 
a new bedroom or giving your 
tired decor a lift, Gray says to 
start with a clean slate. 
 “Get rid of the unused ex-
ercise equipment in the corner 
and the leaning tower of maga-
zines on the nightstand,” Gray 
says. “Really look at the room 
and envision where you see 
yourself wanting to wake up 
every morning.”
 Take dimensions of the 
room and plot out furniture 

placement before buying any-
thing. It’s better to figuratively 
sleep on it and take your time 
before purchasing bedroom 
furniture, and to make sure 
you have a clearance of at least 
three feet to walk around the 
bed.
 The bed is the obvious cen-
terpiece of every bedroom. But 
with so many options available, 
know that after you’ve made 
your bed purchase, you’ll have 
to lie in it — whether or not it 
really fits the space.
 “It’s easy to see a bedroom 
set online or on the showroom 

floor, and fall in love with the 
look,” Gray says. “Before pur-
chasing the bed, know the di-
mensions of the room. A Cali-
fornia king-sized or canopied 
bed may not be the best fit for a 
bedroom in a 1930s bungalow, 
which has smaller rooms and 
lower ceilings.”
 The style of your bedroom 
furniture can range from cot-
tage to contemporary to tra-
ditional to transitional, but its 
look should complement your 
entire home’s design aesthetic. 
Gray says platform beds are 
popular for their modern, clean 

lines and are also stylish sleep-
ers that age well. 
 “A platform bed has a lower 
profile because it doesn’t re-
quire a box spring,” she says. 
“Because you don’t have to 
climb into it, a platform bed 
may allow people to age-in-
place easier.”
 Gray also says people are re-
freshing their existing bedroom 
sets by painting furniture a new 
color or applying a decorative 
finish to solid wood pieces. In 
order to fully appreciate a bed-

SEE Bedroom | 23

at home
Sweet dreams are made in these

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

Sale 25-75% off Original Pricing

 European Country Living   �   1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314      TEL (703) 778-4172      OnLinE ShopECL.com

Overstock Sale We’re Social
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIALADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

home of the week

 Enjoy resort-style living in 
this three-bedroom, two-bath-
room condo in the beautiful 
Montebello Community. 
 In this rarely available and 
spacious corner unit, you will 
find new wall-to-wall carpeting, 
a freshly painted interior, new 
HVAC system and newly redeco-
rated balconies. The kitchen in-
cludes a washer and dryer, dish-
washer, wall oven and a pantry. 
It opens to the dining room area, 
which boasts plenty of natural 
light and offers direct access to 

the living room. Definitely enjoy 
the latter, which has access to an 
enclosed balcony with a great 
view of trees and the swimming 
pool. 
 Throughout the condo, you 
will be delighted to find many 
closets with built-in storage, 
while the master bathroom fea-
tures a large walk-in closet for 
even more storage. 
 The spacious master bedroom 
comes complete with another en-
closed balcony. The additional 
spacious bedrooms are complete 

with plentiful storage, deep clos-
ets and natural light. Additionally, 
the amenities in the community 
are second to none. Enjoy indoor 
and outdoor swimming pools, a 
bowling alley, spa, dry cleaning, 
a bar/lounge area, tennis courts, 
picnic areas, sauna and exercise 
room — just to name a few!
 The location is also unbeat-
able. The property is within walk-
ing distance of the Huntington 
Metro station as well as several 
bus stops. Don’t let this spacious 
condo pass you by!

Enjoy condo living at its best

At a glance:
Location: Montebello Community
Price: $415,000

Style: Resort-Style Living
Year Built: 1982
Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2
Contact: Laurie Mensing, Long and Foster:  
703-965-8133; laurie.mensing@longandfoster.com

courtesy photo
Enjoy the outdoor pool, just one of the fantastic amenities.
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needs me?” Has the tumul-
tuous dating relationship 
been eclipsed by a tumul-
tuous living arrangement, 
possibly strengthening the 
unfortunate match? 
 Consider this: You’ve 
lost a friend and she’s lost 
three, but she still has that 
rotten boyfriend whom 
nobody (but Susie) under-
stands. I agree with Hobie, 
it’s time for an artful, com-
passionate conversation 
among roommates. This is 
when you share your sin-

cere appreciation for Susie 
and her difficult circum-
stances. She should be re-
minded that the situation is 
hard for you, too, because 
you care about her and she 
doesn’t seem very happy. 
 Then suck it up and al-
low Ebenezer to tag along 
on the next outing. With the 
support of her mates, Susie 
may once again consider her-
self at home, knock off the 
foolishness and terminate the 
doomed relationship.

To submit questions to Ho-
bie & Monk, email hobie-
andmonk@alextimes.com.

room, you have to invest in a 
mattress that supports quality 
sleep. 
 “Finding a mattress that fits 
you is very personal,” she says. 
“A standard rule of thumb is to 
replace a good quality mattress 
every 10 to 15 years.”
 Before bringing a bed into 
the room, take the opportunity 
to refresh the walls that will 
surround you. 
 “Painting walls in soft, 
muted colors sets the stage for 
relaxation,” Gray says. “Wall-
paper and wall decals are also 
popular, and only require being 
hung on one wall to create in-
terest and a focal point in the 
room.”
 Since much of your time 
in the bedroom is spent lying 
down and looking up at the 
ceiling, consider decoratively 
painting the fifth wall and in-
stalling a hanging light fixture 
that dims to create visual inter-
est. Make your bedroom cozy 
from the ground up by install-
ing new carpeting or an area 
rug, which sets the stage for a 
warm feeling underfoot.
 Add nightstands and dressers 
that complement the design aes-
thetic of the bed without crowd-
ing the bedroom blueprint. 
 “It’s also important to make 
a space to sit down in the bed-
room, whether it’s a side chair 
or a bench at the base of the 
bed,” Gray says. 
 Furniture is often the neu-
tral hardware for the bedroom, 
so look to linens to showcase 
a softer side. A colorful com-
forter, decorative throw pil-
lows and window treatments 
can enliven a dozy design. 
Artwork should reflect your 
personal style, and — whether 
it’s abstract or a still life — the 
colors and subject should be 
harmonious with the overall 
bedroom design.
 Next to the bed, a nightstand 
is an essential piece of furni-
ture. Create a clutter-free zone 
and shed light on the bedroom 
design by having a lamp on the 
nightstand that makes a styl-
ish statement. The nightstand 

might also have a great book, 
a small vase of flowers and a 
place to house electronics. 
 “People retire to their bed-
room and they often bring 
work into bed with them,” 
Gray says. “The key is to have 
a place to put those handheld 
devices away, so they don’t 
over-stimulate you before go-
ing to sleep.”

 While the master bedroom 
should be calm and sleep in-
ducing, its design shouldn’t be 
a yawner. 
 “How you fall asleep and 
wake up sets the tone for the 
day,” Gray says. “The bedroom 
should be a personalized space 
of beauty, so you can focus on 
your beauty sleep.”

Bedroom 
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hoBie & monk 
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photo/hayneedle inc. 
The bed is the centerpiece of every master bedroom. A traditional de-
sign aesthetic, such as this Hayneedle’s York Low Profile Sleigh Bed 
Set (starts at $680) with a cherry wood finish, has timeless appeal 
and blends both feminine and masculine sensibilities. 

photo/hayneedle inc. 
Today’s daybeds can look sleek and sophisticated, with many more 
styles available than the stereotypical wrought iron sleeper. Haynee-
dle’s full-size Casey daybed (starts at $599) has a fresh modern cot-
tage look with black rounded post finials, solid wooden back slats, and 
bead-board sides. Use the pullout trundle drawer for storage in your 
loft apartment. 
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Monty Python’s SPAMALOT    8/2 - 8/23

Come see the show that raises silliness to 
an art form! Winner of three Tony Awards, 
including one for Best Musical, this musical 
comedy sensation, “lovingly ripped off 
from” the 1975 film Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail, is an irreverent parody of the tale 
of King Arthur and his Knights of the Round 

Table as they embark on a quest for the Holy Grail. Witty songs, 
loopy characters, and a sprinkling of Broadway theatre parodies 
promise an evening of merriment and good cheer at LTA!

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

that willingly takes medication 
every morning, so as to ... well, 
not feel very much about any-
thing. It’s Med City.
 Streep, sporting a long 
and rather ridiculous wig and 
speaking in robotic tones equal 
parts soothing and hair-raising, 
is the Chief Elder. She and the 
rest of the elders set the rules 
and keep a constant watch on 
the citizenry, looking out for 
any sign of individual expres-
sion or variances from the 
blissed-out norm. This is a 
world in which there is only 
one race, no animals, no mur-
der, no love, no hatred, no 
senseless wars, no understand-
ing of familial bond (yet a defi-
nite love of terrible fashion and 
architecture).
 Bridges is the Giver, the 
sole keeper of the community’s 
collective historical memories. 
Even though the Giver himself 
was born long after the world 
turned on itself and this new so-
ciety was born, he has a special 
ability to access the vast and 
rich and exhilarating and terri-
fying world that once existed: 
a world of color, love, family, 

war, suffering and life. As the 
appointed Giver, he gets to live 
in a nifty house at the very edge 
of the community, where he is 
free to grow a scraggly beard, 
read books and share his knowl-
edge with the next apprentice 
— our guy Jonas.
 And why would the elders 
encourage this whole Giver 
thing? As the Giver explains 
it, even in this “perfect” world 
problems sometimes arise, and 
he can counsel them by tap-
ping into all those past mistakes 
made by humans back in the 
day.
 OK. But the Giver also gets 
to see in color, and he has ac-
cess to lots of weddings and 
music festivals and sailing 
footage and images of young 
people kissing, and he transfers 
all that data to Jonas as well.
 These scenes should blow 
us away. They don’t. We un-
derstand why Jonas would 
want to figure out a way to 
bring that world back, but 
other than the Chief Elder, 
the other dozen or so elders 
and the police force that sud-
denly surfaces (I thought there 
wasn’t any crime?) are idiots 
and no match for this kid and 
his friends.
 Swift has an extended 

cameo as a former protege 
of the Giver. It’s just kind of 
weird. Katie Holmes strikes a 
suitably creepy tone as Jonas’ 
“mother,” who heads the Jus-
tice Department and is a strict 
follower of the rules, even if 
it means turning against Jo-
nas. Alexander Skarsgard is 
“Father,” a more sympathetic 
figure until we learn a little bit 
more about his real job.
 Neither Bridges nor Streep 
is likely to include footage 
from this film in any lifetime 
achievement award retrospec-
tive. But, of course, they’re 
solid. Streep does some won-
derful things with just her 
eyes late in the story. Bridges 
scores a few laughs, but he’s 
saddled with a lot of corny 
dialogue.
 Odeya Rush as Fiona 
shows star potential. Thwaites 
is better at gazing lovingly at 
Rush than he is at playing an 
action hero. Even when he’s 
evading capture and weather-
ing elements and risking ev-
erything, he looks like he just 
got his eyebrows plucked after 
a facial.
 This is a film with its heart 
in the right place. It just never 
touched the right place in my 
heart.

ting, but not so involved that 
you won’t feel bad putting a 
bookmark in them for a minute. 
 If you’re a Box fan, this 
is a must-have. If you’ve 

never read his works, you’ll 
be a fan in short order be-
cause what’s inside “Shots 
Fired” will have you stuck to 
your seat.

The writer is a syndicated 
book reviewer.

email comments,  
rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com.

who cares?  
we do.

Bookworm 

FROM | 12

the giver 

FROM | 16

photo/the weinstein co.    
“The Giver” revolves around a futuristic dystopia where most emotions are medically surpressed. One man, 
played by Jeff Bridges (left), is charged with remembering what it was like to be fully human.

photo/michael smith     
C.J. Box, author of “Shots Fired,” a collection of short stories.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    AuguST 21, 2014 | 25 

ACROSS
1 Easy hoop
6 Released
11 Poor-box contribution
15 Do a landscaping chore
18 Unescorted
19 SpongeBob’s home
20 Goodbye, in Genoa
21 Type of lily
22 Locomotive parts
24 Kitty-box filler
26 Give a holler
27 Owl’s remark
28 Attractive person
30 Pierced in the bullring
31 Stuff to smelt
33  “___! The Herald Angels 

Sing”
35 Like hydroponic gardening
37 Old bumper car trademark
40 Departure from life
42 Caviar source
43 Old name of Tokyo
44 Treaty grp.
46 Big quiz
47 Regular lunar event
51 Sought greener pastures
53 Makes orderly
55 Contemptuous laugh
56 A single time
57 Snooker term
60 South Pacific island
61 Effortlessness
62 “Psych” finish
64 Whit or bit
67 Professorial talks
69 Water balloon impact sound
71 Belmont Park attraction
74 Spot for a spat
75 Magic charm
77 Search, in a child’s game
78 Displease Santa, in a way
79 Russian range or river

80 Hoppy brews
82 Sauce for nachos
85 Dees’ predecessors
88 Miles-gallon filler
89  Possessing knowledge of 

spiritual things
92 Playing with a full deck
94 Guarantees
96 Iran-Armenia border river
98 Tannery employee
99 Reason for sudden death
100 Eggy quaff
101 Branch of physics
103 Sounded nostalgic
105 Type of call
109 One way to the airport
110 Plato’s portico
111 Like fresh matches
112 Remove the stitches from
114 Cheek glistener
116  Do some gentle  

arm-twisting
120 Strychnine, e.g.
122 Observant hobbyist
125 Address for the king
126 Long skirt
127 Observe Yom Kippur
128 Throat-clearing sounds
129 Memorable period in history
130 Aphid, e.g.
131 Submarine’s device
132 Blow one’s own horn

DOWN
1 Like some negligees
2  Ingredient in some lip 

balms
3 Pained cry
4 Do a drain-clearing job
5 Kind of coat or gravel
6  Madmen, south of the 

border
7 It returns your calls
8 Acquire bicuspids
9 Toothy snouted fish

10 Kind of personality
11 ATM user’s requirement
12 Go between
13 San ___, Calif.
14 “Do re mi fa ___ ...”
15 39.37 inches, to a Brit
16 Double-curved moldings
17 They cross here
21 Like a fence’s goods
23  Relating to a topic  

of discourse
25 Domed homes
29 Imperial decree
32  “General Hospital” regular 

Sofer
34 Create some drama?
36 Funny in a twisted way
37 Part of a rep’s spiel

38 Norse war god
39 Many repel fleas
40 Extinct bird
41 Act like Brutus
45 Fingers count
47 Wild rumble
48 Items on some necklaces
49 Gallery stand
50 The group right here
52 Sell to consumers
54 Skin-soothing powder
58 Conifer
59 Composer Lukas
61 Harem guard, typically
63  Word with “a bird” or “a 

plane”
65 Placekicker’s prop
66 Greek god of war
68 “The way,” to Lao-tzu
69 Buddhist shrine
70 Trims, as fruit
71 Heavenly headgear
72 George Washington bills
73 Alias preceder
76 Equestrian school
78 Old Greek gymnasium
81 On the double, in the O.R.
83 Sonny boys
84 Deceitful
86 Lake in HOMES
87 Place in a tournament
89 Isle of Capri attraction
90 Up in arms
91 Native wine grapes
93 Group of three
95 Like most green tomatoes
97 Sides of a cube
101 High councils
102 Large lemonlike fruit
104 Pampas cowboy
105 Use bad language
106 Great place to walk
107 The “U” in UHF
108 Girl in an Everly Brothers hit
110 A lumberjack, at times
113 Peeved state
115 Flamboyant Dame
117 Perlman of TV
118 Emeralds and pearls
119 Formerly, in olden days
121 Mischievous individual
123 “How was ___ know?”
124 Computer key
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last week’s solution:

obituaries

JOSEPH LYNN BONDURANT, 
of Alexandria, August 16, 2014

POLLY PUDNEY COLLINS,  
of Alexandria, August 14, 2014

JOHN LAWRENCE 
HAWTHORNE (79), formerly 
of Alexandria, August 14, 2014
 
MARY VIRGINIA HEINEY, of 
Alexandria, August 16, 2014

LOUISE LECOMPTE 
HOPKINS (85), of Alexandria, 
August 15, 2014

MARY JANE FITZGERALD 
BRIAR SMITH, of Alexandria, 
August 9, 2014

GEORGIA B. STARRY, of 
Alexandria, August 9, 2014

Obituary 
POlicies

All obituaries in the Times are 

charged through the funeral 

home on a per-word basis com-

parable to the space rate offered 

to nonprofit advertisers. 

Families may provide any 

information they wish about a 

deceased loved one, though all 

obituaries are subject to editing 

by the News Department. 

“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” 

notices are available through the 

Advertising Department. 

Obituaries should be submitted 

through the funeral home. Each 

obituary must include the fu-

neral home name for verification. 

Deadlines are the Monday 

prior to the issue date. Call 

703.739.0001 for details.
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(FOAA), Jay Roberts will discuss the 
little-known visit made by Frederick 
Douglass to Alexandria on September 
24, 1894 for the 31st anniversary of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. Admission 
is free, RSVP required.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology Mu-
seum, 105 N. Union St. Suite #327
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

5K RUN/WALK FOR WOUNDED 
WARRIORS CAREGIVERS A 
five-kilometer run/walk to raise funds for 
caregivers of wounded warriors.
Time: 6:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Cameron Run Regional Park, 
4001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: 703-725-1658 or 
traynorlisa@gmail.com

september 21

NVSO MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 
COMPETITION The Northern Virginia 
Senior Olympics are held from Septem-
ber 13-24, with several events held in 
Alexandria. Admission is free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-228-4721, 
nvso1982@gmail.com or www.nvso.us

ROCK ‘N’ STROLLER A five-
kilometer fun run/walk for families 
with strollers, but runners and walkers 
without strollers are welcome. The 5K 

ends with a concert by the local band 
Rocknoceros.
Time: 7 to 11 a.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 773-344-7102 or 
jfarmery@eventage.net

september 25

SEND A KID TO CAMP GOLF 
CLASSIC The ninth annual Send a 
Kid to Camp Golf Classic is a charity 
event established to send city youth 
to the Alexandria Police Youth Camp, 
located in Kilmarnock, Va. Entry is $99 
for individual players; $396 for a four-
some. Prepayment is required, and the 
fee includes unlimited range balls (one 
hour prior to start), green fees, card, 
continental breakfast, post-play BBQ 
reception, beverage cart on the course, 
gift bag and raffle prizes.
Time: 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Old Hickory Golf Club, Wood-
bridge, Va.
Information: 703-930-2521 or 
charles.seckler@alexandriava.gov

september 26

JAZZ SUPPER UNDER THE 
STARS The Al Williams Trio presents 
an outdoor jazz concert, featuring 
food and drink from Hard Times Café, 
Alexandria Cupcakes, Vermilion, Port City 
Brewing Co. and others. Admission is 
$30 and can be paid at the gate.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: 18060 King St. and Diago-
nal Road
Information: 703-683-0333 or www.
otbpa.com

september 27

COSTUME SYMPOSIUM: 
PETITE An immersive day in the 
fashions of the 1812 period.  Speakers 
will explore the influences on fashion 
in 1814, the cut and construction of 
1812 military uniforms, the creation of 
race-based fashions in the new nation, 
and a detailed look at one fashion-
able wardrobe.  Sessions are offered 
a-la-carte and a special 1814-inspired 
menu will be offered by Gadsby’s Tavern 
Restaurant.  
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 
HOMES TOUR Six homes and 
gardens in Old Town will be open to 
the public for the 73rd Annual Historic 
Alexandria Homes Tour. Proceeds from 
the tour go to Inova Alexandria Hospital. 
Tickets are $35 each in advance and 
may be purchased online.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: www.thetwig.org

september 28

YOGA CHALLENGE A family 
oriented healthy living event sponsored 
by the Alexandria Health Department 
that includes the yoga challenge, goal 
setting, and healthy eating activities.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-475-0046 or 
michelle@yokid.org

calendar 

FROM | 17
attic 

FROM | 21

St. and continued to serve 
Northern Virginia’s most 
respected families.  This 
photo, taken soon after the 
firm moved again to 520 S. 
Washington St., includes De-
maine’s signature aluminum 
sign, still in place.  The larger 

location offered residents 
new funeral innovations such 
as on-site parking, a florist, 
a chapel, parlors, a private 
family room and a smoking 
lounge, all of which except 
the latter live on today.

Out of the Attic is  
provided by the Office of  

Historic Alexandria.

classifieds
legal notice

                 

LEGAL NOTICE OF  
A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY,   

September 11, 2014  - 7:30 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall

301 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may 
be obtained from the Department of 
Planning and Zoning, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666 or on the 
City’s website at www.alexandriava.gov/
planning.

BZA Case #2014-0010
3305 Holly Street
Request for special exception to raise the 
existing roof and construct new dormers 
facing the required south side property 
line.  If the request is granted, the Board 
of Zoning Appeals will be granting an 
exception from section 12-102(A) of 
the zoning ordinance - relating to the 
physical enlargement of a non-complying 
structure; zoned R-8/Residential.  Ap-
plicant:  David Krantz and Joanna 
Karwacka by Robert C. Bynes, architect
[This case was deferred by the Board of 
Zoning Appeals at the May 8, 2014 and 
June 12, 2014 public hearings]

BZA Case #2014-0015
110 Gibbon Street
Request for special exception to construct 
three story addition in required rear 
yard.  If the request is granted, the Board 
of Zoning Appeals will be granting an 
exception from section 12 102(A) of 
the zoning ordinance  relating to the 
physical enlargement of a non complying 
structure; zoned RM/Townhouse Zone. 
Applicant:  Kathleen Cummings and 
Greg Wilson by Scot McBroom, architect
[This case was deferred by the Board of 
Zoning Appeals at the July 2014 public 
hearing.]

BZA Case #2014-0017
310 East Monroe Avenue
Request for variance to construct a 

solid wood fence taller than 6 feet and 
up to a height of 10 feet along the west 
side property line facing a commercial 
property; zoned R2 5/ Residential.  Ap-
plicant:  Jon and Lisa Quandt

BZA Case #2014-0018
522 Gibbon Street
(Parcel Address:  520 Gibbon Street)
Request for a special exception to con-
struct a two story addition in the required 
rear yard. If the request is granted, 
the Board of Zoning Appeals will be 
granting an exception from section 12 
102(A) of the zoning ordinance relating 
to the physical enlargement of a non 
complying structure; zoned RM/Resi-
dential Townhouse. Applicant: Estate 
of Florence Watkins by Cathleen Curtin 
Architects PLC

BZA Case #2014-0019 
800 North Overlook Drive
Request for special exception to construct 
a second story addition over existing first 
floor. If the request is granted, the Board 
of Zoning Appeals will be granting an 
exception from section 12 102(A) of the 
zoning ordinance   relating to the physical 
enlargement of a non complying struc-
ture; zoned R 8/Residential.  Applicant:  
Angela and Brian Mistretta

BZA Case #2014-0020
2220 King Street
Request for special exception to construct 
an open front porch for a new single fam-
ily dwelling facing King Street; zoned 
R 5/Residential. Applicant: Dan and 
Lillian York by Kim Beasley, architect

BZA Case #2014-0021
15 Groves Avenue
Request for a variance to construct a 
new single family home with an attached 
forward facing two car garage facing 
Groves Avenue; zoned R2 5/Residential. 
Applicant: Adam and Katherine Comfort

BZA Case #2014-0022
321 East Oak Street
Request for special exception to construct 
an open front porch in the required front 
yard.  If the request is granted, the Board 
of Zoning Appeals will be granting an 
exception from section 12 102(A) of the 
zoning ordinance   relating to the physical 
enlargement of a non complying struc-
ture; zoned R2 5/Residential.  Applicant:  
Christine Kelly, architectalextimes.com
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Advertise your 
business or 

service.
Contact Kristen 

Essex at kessex@
alextimes.com

SIgn up  
and receive an electronic version  

of the Alexandria Times every week!

T O D A Y

E M A I L

Business  
directory

homE SErviCES

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

classifieds

legal notice

aBc notice

help wanted

Personal assistants needed   
Personal Assistant needed to organize and help. Basic computer skills 
needed good with organization. We are ready to pay $290 per week inter-
ested person for more info contact: carolsternholdings@outlook.com.

                     

Alexandria Board of  
Architectural Review

Old & Historic  
Alexandria District

 
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, September 
3, 2014 beginning at 7:30 PM in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 301 
King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR2014-0237
Request for alterations at 807 Green St. 
APPLICANT:  Edward Wiggers and Ann 
Zgrodnik

CASE BAR2014-0243
Request for alterations at 413 S Wash-
ington St.
APPLICANT:  Adams Architects

CASE BAR2014-0249
Request to partially demolish and capsu-
late at 116 King St.
APPLICANT:  Monarch Row, LLC by 
Paul Beckmann

CASE BAR2014-0251
Request for alterations at 414 Duke St.
APPLICANT:  Tom Dabney by John 
Linam, Jr. 

CASE BAR2014-0252
Request to partially demolish and capsu-
late at 718 N Washington St. 
APPLICANT:  Mahmood Investment 
Corp by Rust Orling Architecture

CASE BAR2014-0253
Request for alterations and an addition at 

718 N Washington St. 
APPLICANT:  Mahmood Investment 
Corp by Rust Orling Architecture

CASE BAR2014-0254
Request for partially demolish and capsu-
late  at 1108 Portner Rd. 
APPLICANT:  Taylor Cranwell by Cut-
ting Edge Lawn & Landscaping, LLC

CASE BAR2014-0257
Request for alterations at 1108 Portner 
Rd.
APPLICANT:  Taylor Cranwell by Cut-
ting Edge Lawn & Landscaping, LLC

CASE BAR2014-0262
Request for alterations and addition at 8 
Potomac Ct.
APPLICANT:  Dave Vodvarka & Eunhee 
Roth

CASE BAR2014-0264
Request to partially demolish at 417 N 
Lee St. 
APPLICANT:  417 N, LLC by Ray 
Lewis

CASE BAR2014-0208
Request to partially demolish and capsu-
late at 513-515 N Washington St. 
APPLICANT: CAS Riegler Companies 
by Rory Byrnes

CASE BAR2014-0209
Request for alterations and addition at 
513-515 Washington St. 
APPLICANT: CAS Riegler Companies 
by Rory Byrnes 

Other Business
A Work Session with staff to define Alex-
andria buildings of “genuine architectural 
merit.”

Information about the above item(s) may 
be obtained from the Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666.

Gaylord Hotels is an equal opportunity employer committed to hiring a diverse workforce and sustaining an 
inclusive culture. Marriott International does not discriminate on the basis of disability, veteran status or any 

other basis protected under federal, state or local laws. 
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Where your co-workers are like family and 
success is always shared.

This holiday season, enter a world beyond imagination - a 
fantastic winter wonderland - when Gaylord National Resort 
proudly presents ICE! Explore an indoor wonderland entirely 
of ice. Two million pounds, hand sculpted by 40 international 

artisans and kept at a chilling 9 degrees. The 15,000 square foot 
attraction features multiple holiday scenes, including thrilling ice 

slides and popular characters!

Seasonal positions include:

Stewards, Servers, Server Assistants, Host/Hostess, Food 
Runners

Bartenders, Baristas, Cooks

marriott.com/careers
Search by Location - Oxon Hill, MD
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

®

®

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Cycling all neighborhoods for just the right home.

29 E. Chapman Street
Rosemont

SOLD

1317 E. Abingdon Drive, #3
Harbor Terrace, Old Town

SOLD

2806 Schooley Road
Alexandria South

SOLD

115 S. Fayette Street
Old Town

SOLD

12 Alexander Street
Old Town, Fords Landing

SOLD

906 S. Washington Street, #111 
The Bearings South, Old Town

SOLD

905 Prince Street, Old Town
5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, two kitchens, a nanny suite, serene garden,  

and two off-street parking spaces, listed for $1,725,000.

For S
ale


