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Citing conflicts  
of interest, judges  
recuse themselves  
from landmark case

By Erich WagnEr

 

 Officials with the Alex-
andria’s sheriff’s office took 
Charles Severance into cus-
tody Monday after Loudoun 
County prosecutors dropped 
their firearm charge against the 
former fringe mayoral candi-
date.
 Severance stands accused 
of committing the murders of 
Ruthanne Lodato in Febru-
ary, Ronald Kirby in 2013 and 

Nancy Dunning more than a 
decade ago.
 Severance appeared in court 
via closed-circuit television 
for his arraignment 
Tuesday morning, 
before a smattering 
of reporters. He did 
not talk, instead star-
ing silently into the 
camera as attorney 
Joseph King spoke 
on his behalf. 
 Severance was 
still wearing the orange-and-
white striped jump suit provid-
ed by the Loudoun County jail.
 Alexandria General District 
Court Judge Becky Moore set 

a preliminary hearing date in 
the case for September 25 — 
the day of Severance’s 54th 
birthday — in circuit court. 

 All three murders 
shocked Alexandria: 
Dunning was well 
known for improv-
ing Del Ray, Kirby 
was a respected 
transit planner and 
Lodato a beloved 
music teacher. But 
it was the Kirby and 

Lodato slayings that briefly left 
many residents on edge, par-
tially because of the manner of 

City councilor wants 
uniform cameras,  
more officers living  
in Alexandria

By Erich WagnEr

 

 As scrutiny of police-in-
volved shootings intensifies in 
light of the deaths of unarmed 
civilians in Ferguson, Mo. and 
elsewhere, City Councilor John 
Chapman wants to ensure Alex-
andria isn’t the next city in the 
national spotlight.
 Chapman said local police 
must emphasize a community-
oriented model of law enforce-
ment, which requires more of-
ficers living in Alexandria and 

greater transparency overall.
 “If we look at Ferguson, 
what kind of takeaways can cit-
ies have from that?” Chapman 
said. “Much of it is incorporat-
ing police so that they’re not 
a foreign body from our com-
munity, because we want them 
— if we can have them — to be 
citizens.”
 The problem of Alexan-
dria officers living elsewhere 
came up during a city council 
hearing last weekend, where 
officers came out to lobby for 
better pay. Experts argue that 
if officers live in the jurisdic-
tion where they serve, they are 
more likely to approach inter-
actions with civilians in a posi-

tive manner.
 “One of the issues in Fer-
guson is that virtually none of 
the officers live in the commu-
nity they police,” said Capt. 
Jamie Bartlett. “In Alexan-
dria, the majority of officers 
cannot afford to live in their 
own community. 
 “For the most part, the only 
officers who live here are those 
who are brand new, do not have 
families, or have apartments 
with reduced rent in exchange 
for security; or they’re older 
officers like myself who have 
owned homes for many years.”
 Chapman said that afford-

Vol. 10, No. 38            Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper SEpTEMbEr 18, 2014

PHOTOs/derrick Perkins  

CELEBRATING THE ARTS Hundreds of people poured into 
Old Town for last weekend’s annual celebration of creativity, the King 
Street Art Festival. One of the major attractions, a work by Minneso-
ta-based sculptor Kimber Feibiger, was “Humpty Dumpty” (top). Art 
lovers had to line up to snag a closer look at Feibiger’s take on the 
classic tale. 

Severance returns to Alexandria

Chapman seeks improvement  
in police, community relations
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

The Time To Sell Is Now. Let Me Put My 25+ Years of  Experience to Work for You!

Del Ray/Cobblestone

Gorgeous 4 bed-
room, 3.5 bath co-
lonial located in a 
unique enclave of 
11 elegant homes. 
Spacious light 
filled rooms with 
9’ ceilings and 

a 2 story foyer. Living room with Palladium windows 
and formal dining room. Desirable open concept kitchen 
with SS appliances, granite island and counters with 
ample cabinet space. Sunny breakfast room with bay 
window steps down to family room with fireplace and 
French doors to the yard with patio. Upper level with 4 
large bedrooms including the Owner’s suite with newly 
updated luxury bath. Lower level with tall ceilings and 
outdoor egress features a huge recreation room with bar 
area, full bath and bonus room perfect for guests!    

$1,049,000

QuakeR RiDge

This elegant 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath brick colonial with an 
attached 2 car garage was designed for graceful entertain-
ing and comfortable living. A two level foyer welcome 
you to the living room with French doors to a study. For-
mal dining room with adjacent Butler’s Pantry and wet 
bar. Fabulous great room boasts a gourmet kitchen with 
center island, casual dining area and family room with 
gas fireplace. Upper level with 4 bedrooms and 3 full 
baths including the spacious Owner’s suite with luxury 
bath and 2 walk-in closets. Unfinished lower level with 
over 1,600 sq. ft. has 9’+ ceilings, roughed in bath and 
walk out stairs ideal for future expansion. Professionally 
landscaped yard with stone retaining walls, large patio 
and brick walkways.

$1,195,000

olD town 

Built in 1792 this 4 
bedroom, 3.5 bath 
home sits on the 
corner of “Cap-
tain’s Row”, one of 
Old Town’s historic 
cobblestone streets 
a block off King St. 

and the riverfront. Extensive restoration with nearly 3,000 
sq. ft. of living space featuring spacious light filled rooms 
with 10’ ceilings, beautiful moldings, woodworking, cus-
tom built-ins and 2 relined fireplaces. Main level bedroom 
with full bath plus half bath for guests. Upper level with 3 
bedrooms and 2 full baths including the Owner’s suite with 
walk-in closet and en suite bath. Huge lower level with heat 
and high ceilings, exposed beams and stone walls with out-
door access. Back porch, rooftop deck and fenced yard with 
patio, pergola, Coi pond and lush landscaping. 

$2,200,000 

REDUCED

Del Ray

Spacious 5 bedroom, 3 bath 
home with nearly 3,500 sq ft of 
living space. Versatile floor plan 
with many recent updates, high 
ceilings, handsome wainscoting, 
crown moulding and hardwood 
floors on 2 levels. Gracious 
foyer entry with French doors 
to the living room with a wood 

burning fireplace. Family room and spacious eat-in kitchen 
with ample cabinet and counter space. Light filled mud 
room with window seat provides transition from outdoors 
to indoors. Upper level with 4 bedrooms including the 
Master bedroom. The 5th bedroom with full bath is on the 
main level and is ideal for guests. Finished lower level with 
recreation room. Professionally landscaped yard with gor-
geous elliptical stone patio and 2 Car GaraGe. Blocks 
to METRO, shops and restaurants on “The Avenue!”

$1,099,000

olD town/PResCott

Luxury 2 bedroom, 2 
bath condo in the de-
sirable Prescott with 
1,112 sq. ft. of living 
space and 2 balconies. 
Great location just 1 
block off King St. and 
5 blocks to METRO! 

Hall entry welcomes you to this light filled corner unit fea-
turing a spacious open floor plan with 9 ft. ceilings, crown 
molding, gleaming hardwood floors and high-end finishes 
throughout. Designer kitchen with balcony access has SS 
appliances, granite counters and breakfast bar, stunning 
back splash and maple cabinets. Master suite with large 
walk-in closet and en suite bath. The second bedroom with 
en suite bath has French doors to the 2nd balcony. Ameni-
ties include a fabulous roof top terrace with grill...ideal for 
entertaining, secure lobby and garage parking (1 space).  

$529,900

REDUCED
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Nonprofits, churches team up to combat hunger

Inova begins offering annual flu shots

State attorney general focuses on preventing recidivism

 Local nonprofits and 
churches will band together 
this weekend to put the spot-
light on hunger in Alexandria.
 Known as Hunger Free Al-
exandria, the two-day event is 
the result of a budding coop-
erative between groups like 
ACT for Alexandria, ALIVE!, 
the Partnership for a Healthier 
Alexandria and a slew of area 
churches, including Christ 
Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
and Immanuel Church On-
the-Hill. 

 The effort culminates af-
ter church services Sunday. 
Organizers will host residents 
at Fairlington Presbyterian 
Church at 3846 King St. in 
the hopes of raising awareness 
and encouraging residents to 
get involved. Music, food and 
children’s activities will be 
available. 
 Organizers said the initia-
tive came about as a result of a 
study — known as Toward an 
End to Hunger in Alexandria 
— completed earlier this year. 

Its authors concluded that as 
many as one in five city resi-
dents struggle financially and 
the Port City does not do as 
much as its neighbors to feed 
those residents in need. 
 Officials with secular and 
faith-based nonprofits met 
throughout the summer to dis-
cuss the study’s findings and 
to develop a plan to combat 
hunger locally.

- Derrick Perkins

 Though experts with the 
Centers for Disease Control 
are shying away from predict-
ing the extent of illness in this 
year’s influenza season, offi-
cials with Inova Health Sys-
tems are reminding residents 
that flu shots are available.
 Authorities with the re-
gional organization an-
nounced this week that resi-
dents could get their annual 
vaccine at the group’s hospi-
tals and urgent care centers. 
With about 36,000 deaths 
across the country attributed 

to the flu each year, local 
medical authorities joined the 
CDC in urging anyone over 
the age of six months receive 
the vaccine.
 Pregnant women, young 
children, their parents and 
anyone over the age of 50 or 
who has a medical condition 
that lowers the immune sys-
tem are most at risk. Typi-
cally, the flu peaks between 
December and February, but 
officials with the CDC warn 
the illness can begin spread-
ing as early as October and 

run through May. 
 Experts consider the mea-
sure 90 percent effective and 
said people cannot develop 
the flu directly from the shot. 
 The cost of each flu shot 
is $30, though seniors with 
Medicare Part B can receive 
it for free. An adult must ac-
company minors who are be-
ing vaccinated. 
 For more information, go 
to www.inova.org/flu.

- Derrick Perkins

 Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring declared ear-
lier this week that his agency 
would take the lead in prepar-
ing inmates for re-entry into 
society.
 Herring will create a posi-
tion in his office dedicated to 
the initiative, a statewide re-
entry coordinator, and estab-
lish a resource center for local 
sheriffs and ex-convicts. Offi-
cials with his office said that 
correctional facilities across 
Virginia lack guidelines and 

state support for preventing 
recidivism. Herring’s initia-
tive is meant to bolster local 
efforts.
 “The problems that lead 
to crime and a jail sentence, 
whether it’s abuse, trauma, 
anger management or addic-
tion, are usually still present 
in offenders’ lives even after 
they serve their sentence,” 
Herring said in a statement. 
“We know more than 40 per-
cent of our state-incarcerated 
inmates are convicted of new 

crimes within three years — 
and that’s with state re-entry 
programs in place.”
 The statewide coordina-
tor will be charged with find-
ing and filling gaps in ser-
vice while teaming up with 
government agencies, law 
enforcement and nonprofits, 
among other groups. Herring 
made the announcement in 
Virginia Beach.

- Derrick Perkins

FALL ADULT FORUM September 21, 10 a.m.  
presentation about St. Paul’s during the War of 1812  

by Michael Pope and Gerald Fauth.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
Welcomes You 

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

September iS Sickle cell
awareneSS month

How will you help
break the cycle?

The Heart of Gold Sickle Foundation of Northern Virginia, Inc.  
will show you how you can help

http://www.heartofgold.org
heartofgoldfoundation@yahoo.com
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Herring goes after major banks
 State Attorney General 
Mark Herring has accused a 
few of the world’s most power-
ful banks of defrauding taxpay-
ers during the heady days of the 
real estate market bubble. 
 Herring, who filed a law-
suit seeking $1.15 billion in 
damages, said 13 major banks 
lied about the quality of resi-
dential mortgage-backed se-
curities bought by the Virginia 
Retirement System between 
2004 and 2010. The state lost 
about $383 million when offi-
cials later unloaded the value-

less securities, authorities said.
  Barclays Capital Inc., Citi-
group Global Markets Inc., 
Countrywide Securities Corp., 
Credit Suisse Securities (USA) 
LLC, Deutsche Bank Secu-
rities Inc., Goldman, Sachs 
& Co., RBS Securities, Inc., 
HSBC Securities (USA) Inc., 
Morgan Stanley & Co. LLC, 
UBS Securities LLC, WAMU 
Capital Corp., J.P. Morgan 
Securities LLC and Merrill 
Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith 
Inc., were all named in the suit, 
which is the largest of its type 

in state history.
 “The message today is 
clear,” Herring said in a state-
ment. “It doesn’t matter if 
you’re a small-time con artist 
or a multi-billion dollar Wall 
Street bank. If you try to rip off 
or defraud Virginia consumers 
or Virginia taxpayers, you will 
be caught and you will be held 
responsible.” 
 The lawsuit was filed in 
Richmond Circuit Court. 

- Derrick Perkins

 onlinE all the time  

 alextimes.com

Send us your favorite photo of Alexandria!
#ALXPhotoTimes or promotions@alextimes.com

For more information visit:  
alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

11O South Pitt St., Alexandria, VA 22314 | www.alextimes.com

Alexandria Times Photo Contest

Interested in sponsoring the photo contest? Contact the Alexandria 
Times at 703-739-0001 for more information.

Sponsored by: 

                    

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
2014 PERSONAL  

AND BUSINESS PROPERTY TAXES ARE DUE

OCTOBER 6, 2014
 
Personal property taxes, decal fees and residential parking fees, if 
applicable, must be paid no later than October 6, 2014, to avoid 
late payment penalty and interest.  Business property taxes must 
also be paid by October 6, 2014.  Please see the City’s website at 
alexandriava.gov/finance for more information.

A City license decal and residential parking decal, if applicable, 
were mailed with the personal property tax bills to most residents. 
The City license decal should be removed from the back of the bill 
and applied inside the front windshield next to the vehicle inspec-
tion decal.  The residential parking decal should be applied to the 
driver’s side rear bumper.
 
Pay by credit card or eCheck on the City’s website at alexandriava.
gov/payments, in person at City Hall or at any SunTrust Bank 
Branch located in the City.  Personal property tax payments can 
also be mailed to City of Alexandria, PO Box 34899, Alexandria, 
VA 22334-0899.  Business property tax payments can be mailed to 
City of Alexandria, PO Box 34901, Alexandria, VA 22334-0901.  
Payments can also be made with cash only at approximately 
70 Global Express Cash Payment Centers conveniently located 
throughout Northern Virginia.  For a complete list of the available 
cash payment centers, including Shoppers Food and Pharmacy 
Stores, please visit the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/pay-
ments. 

For vehicle assessment questions or to receive a tax bill, please 
email vehicletax@alexandriava.gov or call Personal Property 
at 703.746.3901, option 4.  For business assessment questions 
or to receive a tax bill, please email businesstax@alexandriava.
gov or call Business Tax at 703.746.3903, option 2. For payment 
questions, please email payments@alexandriava.gov or call the 
Treasury Division at 703.746.3902, option 8.  

Suspect pointed  
“long gun” at students, 
police say

By Erich WagnEr

 

 All Alexandria City Public 
Schools campuses operated 
under “lock-in” procedures 
Tuesday afternoon following 
the report of a man brandishing 
a “long gun” outside of Maury 
Elementary School, police and 
schools officials said.
 Just after noon, outside of 
Matthew Maury Elementary 
School, several students play-
ing on school grounds saw a 
man on the opposite side of a 

chain link fence, police said. 
The man called to the children, 
and then pointed a “long gun” 
at them, officials said.
 District spokeswoman Hel-
en Lloyd said administrators 
locked down Maury and three 
nearby schools — Jefferson-
Houston School, George Wash-
ington Middle School and the 
T.C. Williams satellite campus 
and site of the district’s Chance 
for Change program — at the 
direction of city police.  
 Unlike a lockdown, lock-in 
protocols let students continue 
on with their day, albeit with 
all school doors locked.
 Officers searched the area 

for hours but were unable to 
apprehend the suspect.
 Police described the sus-
pect as a black male in his 
teens between 5-feet-6-inches 
and 5-feet-8-inches tall, with 
a “belly” and a short mohawk. 
He was wearing a black shirt, 
blue pants and black shoes. 
 The search was aided by 
Fairfax County police, who 
used their department’s heli-
copter to scour the surrounding 
area. 
 Investigators are encourag-
ing anyone with information 
about the incident or the sus-
pect to contact detective Mike 
Whelan at 703-746-6228. 

ACPS schools ‘locked in’ after  
students report seeing a man with gun
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631 South Patrick Street
Alexandria , VA 22314

Mon. thru Fri. 10am - 6pm   Sat. 10am - 2pm 

Just Imagine How Comfortable You’ll Feel And How 
Much Money You’ll SAVE On Your Utility Bills This Winter With New

Energy Efficient Windows From Old Town Windows and Doors!

Call Us Today To Schedule Your 
FREE Window Inspection and Quote:

866 508-8101

� LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED!

� HISTORIC WINDOW REPLACEMENTS!

� MAXIMUM ENERGY SAVINGS!

� REDUCED OUTSIDE NOISE!

� COURTEOUS, CLEAN INSTALLATIONS!

� FREE NO-OBLIGATION IN-HOME 
CONSULTATIONS!

� BAR KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE!

� UNBEATABLE PRICING!

Only One Company... 
Old Town Windows and Doors 

Gives You All This:
Old Town Windows And Doors Has Been

Caring For Homes Like Yours For Years And
Has Installed Thousands of Windows In

Homes Throughout Alexandria.

Find Out Why Thousands Of Alexandria
Home Owners Have Trusted Their Homes

To The Friendly Professionals At 
Old Town Windows and Doors!

Other Companies Charge Extra
For What’s FREE* At Old Town

Windows & Doors.  

Limited Time Offer! Homeowners, The Cold Countdown Has Begun! 
If You’re Debating Replacing Your Cold, Drafty Windows, This Sale 

Will Help You Make Your Decision!  Get Ready To Stay Warm This Winter!

$200
CASH BACK

Per Window*

- PLUS -

FREE
Window Inspection

FREE
Guaranteed Quote

FREE
Removal and Disposal

FREE
Premium Window Hardware

FREE
Premium Window Glass

- PLUS -

0 Money Down
Payments
% Interest

Restrictions and conditions apply, visit store for details. Cannot be combined with previous purchase. 0 % 12 Months offer.

Call 
Today And

STOP PAYING
High Monthly
Energy Bills!

OT Post Full Page Ad (Tab) 9-19-14_APC Best OF Tab  9/17/14  12:22 AM  Page 1
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able housing organizations 
once offered cheap housing to 
officers and other emergency 
responders but the policy has 
largely been abandoned as bud-
gets have dwindled over the last 

few years.
 “Citizens and [Alexandria 
Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority] board members felt 
that was a great opportunity to 
have that engagement with the 
police and for the police to en-
sure things were going the ap-
propriate way, but because of 
financial issues, a lot of those 

opportunities have gone away,” 
he said. “It would be a great dis-
cussion to have with the folks at 
ARHA to see if they ever look 
to do it again and how we on the 
city side can support that.”
 Chapman also thinks equip-
ping officers with body-worn 

policE 
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cameras will encourage more 
positive interactions on the part 
of law enforcement as well as 
by civilians in their dealings 
with officers.
 “I think it would be a great 
teaching tool … When I did my 
education to become a teacher, 
we would always be videotaped 
as a teaching tool,” he said. 
“They would say, ‘You did X-
Y-Z, but this is a better way to 
do X-Y-Z.’ And it could come 
for most officers like that, too.
 “It’s also a teaching tool for 
the community as well. If you 
can publicize interactions and 
say, ‘This is what happens if 
someone is under certain situ-
ations,’ using real-life conver-
sations with officers, you can 
teach people how to positively 
interact with officers in certain 
situations.”
 The U.S. Department of 
Justice released a report last 
week, entitled “Implementing 
a Body-Worn Camera Pro-
gram: Recommendations and 

Lessons Learned,” outlining 
potential benefits of outfitting 
officers with cameras. The doc-
ument also gave guidance on 
how to craft policies regulating 
the technology.
 Officials said the cameras 
not only promote transparency, 
but also better behavior by all 
parties because they know their 
actions are being recorded.
 “Departments that are al-
ready deploying body-worn 

cameras tell us that the presence 
of cameras often improves the 
performance of officers as well 
as the conduct of the communi-
ty members who are recorded,” 
officials wrote. “[And] when of-
ficers or members of the public 
break the law or behave badly, 
body-worn cameras can create 
a public record that allows the 

entire community to see what 
really happened.”
 But, as with the issue of of-
ficers living within Alexandria, 
the feasibility of implementing 
an officer camera program will 
come down to money, Chap-
man said.
 “I’m starting to get into the 
research behind that as far as 

what it would take and how 
much it would cost,” Chap-
man said. “Looking at what 
the state has thrown out there 
in terms of possible budget 
cuts [next year], I don’t know 
how much opportunity will be 
available within the state, so 
maybe we should look to the 
federal level.”

It’s also a teaching 
tool for the 

community as well. 
If you can publicize 
interactions and say, 
‘This is what happens if 
someone is under certain 
situations,’ using real-
life conversations with 
officers, you can teach 
people how to positively 
interact with officers in 
certain situations.”

- John Chapman 
City councilor

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

death and the proximity of the 
crime scenes. 
 Though fears have abated, 
longtime resident Boyd Walker, 
who had met Severance years 
ago, said residents should re-
main vigilant, despite the in-
dictment.
 “I think whether Severance 
is the person (responsible) or 
not, we should keep on guard,” 
he said. “We live in a very ur-
ban area and we can all watch 
out for our neighbors.
 “[There] are a lot of angles 
and probably a lot of things 
we won’t know until the trial. 
There are probably a lot of peo-
ple who are feeling relief that 
he’s in custody.”
 It is unclear who will preside 
over Severance’s case, as three 
city circuit court judges have 
recused themselves, citing their 
relationship to Lodato’s broth-
er, retired Alexandria District 

Court Judge Eugene Giammit-
torio.
 Moore received a waiver 
from King and Common-
wealth’s Attorney Bryan Porter 
for her own conflict of interest 
at the start of Tuesday’s hear-
ing, while Circuit Court Judge 
Nolan Dawkins put a bond 
hearing on hold last week un-
til a new judge could be ap-
pointed. The Virginia Supreme 
Court will appoint a judge from 
outside the city to hear the case 
going forward.
 The prominent defense at-
torney trio of King, Christopher 
Leibig and Megan Thomas have 
been appointed to represent 
Severance. The firm has taken 
on other high-profile cases in 
the city in recent years, includ-
ing that of Craig Patterson, a 
former Arlington County Sher-
iff’s deputy who shot and killed 
another man in 2013.

- Katelyn Guderian  
contributed to this report.

policE 
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RESTORE ALEXANDRIA NEW LOCATION: 869 S. Pickett St.  •  TUE-FRI: 10 am-5 pm  •  SAT: 9 am-5 pm  •   www.restorenova.org  •  703-360-6700

FRIDAY  /  Sept. 19th  /  10:30 am — Ribbon-cutting ceremony
SATURDAY  /  Sept. 20th  /  10 am to 2 pm — Fun activities, snacks and prizes!
LOCATION: 869 S. Pickett St., Alexandria, VA 22304

ReStore sells new and used building 
materials, appliances and home 
improvement items at steep 
discounts. New deals arrive daily!

ReStore profits support 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Northern Virginia’s mission 
to provide affordable home 
ownership opportunities.

Join us for a 2-DAY GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION 
 at our NEW LOCATION IN THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA!

869 S. Pickett St., Alexandria, VA 22304

ANY ONE ITEM

% OFF!
With this ad. Valid only 9/19/14 and 9/20/14 at 869 S. Pickett St., Alexandria, VA 22304
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Habitat Grand Opening Ad_rev3.pdf   1   9/8/14   12:11 PM

St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes students lead  
and learn at national convention
 Fourteen students and 
upper school Latin teacher 
Ian Hochberg from St. Ste-
phen’s and St. Agnes School 
attended the National Junior 
Classical League (NJCL) 
Convention this summer at 
Emory University in Atlan-
ta. SSSAS had 10 students 
return to the national com-
petition for a second or third 
time, while four students 
attended the convention for 
the first time.
 A highlight of the compe-
tition included the Advanced 
Level Virginia State Certa-
men Team, which consisted 
of senior Will Siegmund 
and was co-coached by Ho-
chberg, placing third in the 

country. Siegmund served 
as the history/literature spe-
cialist for the team. 
 In addition, senior Dan-
iel Marshall led the Virginia 
delegation (170 students) in 
the daily spirit competition.
 As well as co-coaching 
the Advanced Level Virginia 
State Certamen Team, Ho-
chberg moderated the Na-
tional Certamen Tournament; 
served on the NJCL scholar-
ship committee; distributed 
National Latin Exam (NLE) 
books and supplies at the 
convention bazaar, and pre-
sented a brief history and 
overview of the NLE and 
other information to a group 
of more than 1,800.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes School Latin Club 
includes more than 100 stu-
dents who participate in a 
variety of different events 
throughout the school year. 
Events include in-school ac-
tivities, field trips, conven-
tions, Certamina, national 
exams and Middle and Up-
per School classes. 

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM EDuCATION  
SECTION

cOurTesy PHOTO
Levita Mondie, Julie Vega, and 
Doug Fishman, seventh grade 
teachers at Burgundy Farm 
Country Day School, make 
lunch for their class with pro-
duce from the Mobile Market 
last week. A program of Arcadia 
Center for Food Sustainability 
and Agriculture, the Mobile 
Market visited Burgundy as 
part of a seventh grade unit on 
agriculture and food access. 
Parents Michael and Stephanie 
Babin coordinated the visit and 
a field trip for the students to 
Arcadia’s farm. 

cOurTesy PHOTO
Queen of Apostles serves 
students in kindergarten 
through eighth grade and of-
fers a strong foundation in the 
Catholic faith, a challenging 
curriculum, and a nurturing 
environment. In addition to 
offering a plethora of activities 
and clubs to its students, 
Queen of Apostles is proud to 
introduce its new science lab. 
Students will have the oppor-
tunity to use this lab in a way 
that is both fun and relevant 
to their lives. 
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You know us. We know you. Our Old Town team brings 
a friendly, fun and helpful flair to your personal and 
business banking needs throughout Alexandria. Stop by 
our newest branch and let us show you why so many 
others have made John Marshall Bank their bank.  
We make banking fun.   

Ted Johnson,  
Erik Dorn,  
Shannon Catlett,  
Charlie Collum,  
Pam De Candio  
and Kerry Donley

640 Franklin Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703-289-5950  •  JohnMarshallBank.com

M e m b e r

Let’s Make Banking Fun for Everyone

(703) 549-5067 | www.graceschoolalex.org
3601 Russell Rd., Alexandria, VA

Preschool - Grade 5 
Tuesday, November 11th

9:00 a.m.

Open House

bishop Ireton High School celebrates turning 50 New ACDS student council sworn in

 In the late 1950s, six local 
parishes — Blessed Sacra-
ment, St. Louis, St. Joseph, St. 
Mary, St. Rita and Our Lady 
of Lourdes — determined that 
there was a need for a Catholic 
high school in Alexandria. 
 The parishes petitioned 
Bishop Peter L. Ireton of the 
Richmond Diocese (the Ar-
lington Diocese did not yet 
exist) to acquire land and to 
approve the construction of 
“Alexandria Catholic High 
School.” The bishop invited 
the Oblates of St. Francis de 
Sales to staff the school. 
 Ireton never lived to see 
the school’s completion. After 
Ireton’s death, his successor 
Bishop John Russell gave the 
school its new name. In May 
1962, ground was officially 
broken. 
 Ireton’s cornerstone was 
laid in 1963, and the doors 
were opened in the fall of 
1964. 
 The first group of enrolled 
students consisted of 150 boys. 
Tuition cost $200 for boys 
from the founding parishes and 
$300 for boys outside of those 
parishes. When this first group 
of students began attending, 

the school was unfinished and 
students were not allowed to 
leave the classrooms for safety 
reasons. Instead, the teachers 
moved from room to room. 
 On June 9, 1968, Ireton 
graduated its first class of 124 
boys. Since that time, Ireton 
has become co-ed, added a 
new wing to the building and 
grown to a capacity of just 
over 800 students. 
 When the Oblates of St. 
Francis de Sales were un-
able to continue to staff the 
school, it transitioned to lay 
leadership. The school devel-
oped the Live Jesus Charter, 
which formalized the continu-
ing affiliation with the Oblates 
and maintained the Salesian 
charism. 
 Ireton plans to celebrate the 
momentous year with several 
events: a nearly sold-out birth-
day gala in October at the Hil-
ton Alexandria Mark Center; a 
50-year book; and a rededica-
tion and blessing of the school 
by Arlington Diocese Bishop 
Paul S. Loverde. 
 Head of School Tom Curry 
said: “Our strength is our 50-
year old mission: To advance 
always in the love of God 

through our learning and ser-
vice to one another. That mis-
sion will ultimately inspire a 
vision for the next 50 years.”
 In addition to celebrating 
its 50th birthday, Bishop Ire-
ton will go through the reac-
creditation process this fall. 
Teachers and staff will meet in 
committees to ensure that the 
reports for the visiting team re-
flect the excellence and vitality 
of the community. 

 Alexandria Country Day 
School celebrated the start of 
the new school year by swear-
ing in its Student Council mem-
bers on September 10. 
 Alexandria Mayor Bill 
Euille joined Head of School 
Scott Baytosh to perform the 
swearing in ceremony and dis-
cuss the importance of educa-
tion and the responsibility of 
leadership. Mayor Euille has 
been performing the ceremony 
for the last 11 years and has 
been participating in this cer-
emony for most of Alexandria 
Country Day School’s 32-year 
history.
 The following students 
were sworn into the 2014 

— 2015 Alexandria Country 
Day School Student Council: 
President Hayden Katz; Vice 
President Gabi Bruehs; Sec-
retary Ellie Wilkie; Treasurer 
Zoha Siddiqui; Eighth Grade 
Reps. Harper Darden and Mi-
chael Miller; Seventh Grade 
Reps. Davis Lyon and Camilla 
Moore; Sixth-Grade Reps. 
Ana Bach and JT Carpenter; 
and Fifth-Grade Reps. Georgia 
Stanko and Tate Whitmer.

All submissions are from local public and private schools.  
Please send submissions to schools@alextimes.com.

cOurTesy PHOTO
Alexandria Country Day School’s head of school, Scott Baytosh, and 
lower school head, Melissa Davis, completed the ice bucket chal-
lenge at an all-school gathering on September 10. Challenged by 
Head of Middle School Ryan Woods, Baytosh and Davis were doused 
with icy water by members of the eighth grade class and Russell, the 
school’s mascot. 

cOurTesy PHOTOs
As Bishop Ireton approaches its 
50th anniversary, take a look at 
how far it’s come. The top photo 
was taken during construction 
while the bottom image shows 
the school as it is today. 



10 | SEpTEMbEr 18, 2014 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

SEE prioritiEs  | 10

Get Cash Fast!

6.90%
APR*

Rates As Low As

Up to 36 months

Not A Member? Not A Problem!

Open an account online at cofcu.org or call (703) 823-5211
4875 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates e�ective 8/1/2014 and subject to change at any time. Your rate may vary based 
on credit history.  All personal loans are subject to a minimum monthly payment of $45.00. See cofcu.org for full 
details. Most local area resiedents can bank with us. Federally insured by NCUA.

Get the cash you 
need to make your 

life better!

Apply online at cofcu.org

Generous limits up to $25,000 
No collateral required 

It’s easy and convenient to bank with CommonWealth One. 
Students, family members, faculty, and sta� of Alexandria City 

Public Schools can join. Most local area residents can bank with us.

Hurry! Personal Loan Special Expires September 30!

police warn city 
councilors of worsening 
brain drain in Alexandria

By dErricK pErKins

 

 City police officers have 
petitioned Alexandria’s top 
elected officials for pay raises 
this year, warning of dire con-
sequences unless changes are 
made. 
 Citing sinking morale and 
a worsening brain drain, lead-
ers of local police organizations 
and unions asked city council-
ors to increase their pay to lev-
els on par with neighboring ju-
risdictions. Capt. Jamie Bartlett 
led the charge during Saturday’s 
public hearing as uniformed of-
ficers packed pews inside city 
council chambers.
 “Our pay system is — and 
has been for years — complete-
ly and utterly broken,” he said. 
“We’re paid considerably less 

than our peers in other jurisdic-
tions at all ranks and all levels 
of service.”
 On average, a captain in Al-
exandria makes roughly 5 per-
cent less than a colleague of the 
same rank in a neighboring law 
enforcement agency, Bartlett 
contended, while a lieuten-
ant makes 10 percent less and 
a deputy chief 11 percent less. 
Using himself as an example, 
Bartlett said a captain makes 
about $14,000 more in Arling-
ton County.
  The disparity means many 
officers cannot afford to live in 
the city, he said. As of 2011, the 
median income of the Washing-
ton metropolitan area was about 
$106,000, up from $82,000 
in 2000, according to figures 
compiled by City Hall. In that 
same period, the average rent 
for a two-bedroom apartment 
jumped from $1,034 to $1,765 
while the average assessed val-

ue of residential property spiked 
to $449,441, up from $191,341.
 Bartlett hinted the problem 
might lead to a situation simi-
lar to the one that unfolded in 
Ferguson, Mo., earlier this year. 
Protests, riots and looting erupt-
ed in the St. Louis suburb after a 
member of the largely white po-
lice department shot and killed 
an unarmed black man. 
 Experts and pundits have ar-
gued that the divide between lo-
cal police and the predominantly 
black community played a major 
role in the weeks of unrest.  
 “In a time when retention, 
particularly [in regards to] mi-
norities, is in the news almost 
daily, particularly in light of the 
tragic events in Ferguson, Mo., 
as well as around the nation, we 
are unable to attract and retain 
those minorities and other qual-
ified officers,” Bartlett said.
 If pay continued to lag be-
hind other jurisdictions, Alex-

andria would see a drop in the 
quality of the men and women 
who make up the department, 
he warned. That will lead to 
lawsuits — and settlements, he 
said.
 “You can choose to invest 
your money upfront, by paying 
your officers well, or pay it on 
the back end,” Bartlett argued. 
 More immediately, Lt. 
Ed Milner pointed out many 
younger officers were fleeing 
the department. Of the 92 re-
cruits trained by the city since 
2012 at a cost of about $10.1 
million, 24 have left for other 
departments, he said.
 “I’m asking you to invest in 
the city’s future by investing in 
its police force,” he said, also 
citing flagging morale in the de-
partment.
 Though City Manager Ra-
shad Young defended his of-

Officers seek overhaul of salary system

file PHOTO
Citing flagging morale and the 
departure of highly-trained 
personnel, local police officers 
pushed city councilors for better 
pay last weekend. SEE coMpEnsation | 19
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Meet Metroway—the new premium bus line for Crystal City, Potomac Yard, and Braddock Road. With dedicated 
lanes, a direct route to Potomac Yard shopping and restaurants, and more frequent service, including evenings and 
weekends, you’ll get where you need to go—faster. Plus, you’ll enjoy our beautiful new stations, designed to protect 

you from the elements.  It’s public transportation with an exclusive feel—and it’s ready when you are. 

metrowayva.com Better way. Better future.

We just added extra 
time to your day.
You’re welcome.
Alexandria to Crystal City in no time fl at. 

Maya, Age 7

King Street Art Festival

Macey, Age 8Cale, Age 6

The 12th annual King Street Art Festival on Saturday and Sunday brought together 
accomplished artists from across the country. At the Alexandria Times’ booth, we asked 
children to create drawings for a chance to get their pieces published in the newspaper. Take 
a look at the works of the Port City’s budding arts. See more online at www.alextimes.com.
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scEnE aroUnd toWn

Studio Theatre’s ‘belleville’ 
is sure to surprise even the 
most jaded theatergoer 

By Jordan Wright

 In Amy Herzog’s “Bel-
leville,” — now playing at 
Washington’s Studio Theatre 
— the viewer is afforded a 
plate glass window through 
which to view the seemingly 
idyllic Parisian life chosen by 

an attractive young American 
couple.  
 Eager to absorb the culture, 
Abby and Zack bring their 
hipster lifestyle to the City of 
Lights, with Abby asking if it 
should instead be known as 
the “City of Life.” However, 
the city becomes a mirror for 
the couple that reflects their 
secrets and insecurities back 
at them.
 Zack has taken a job work-

ing on children’s AIDS re-
search, a cause Abby finds 
noble. It is just one aspect of 
what appears to be a charmed 
life, but the innocents abroad 
have brought along more than 
their dreams and suitcases to 
the multicultural neighbor-
hood of Belleville. They have 
packed their emotional bag-
gage, too, and what a horrid 
Freudian-filled brew it is.  
 The first two scenes un-
wind slowly with an overlong 
setup that lays out the dynam-
ics of the couple. It lingers 
on their interpersonal issues 
and focuses on a budding 
friendship with their landlord, 
Alioune (Maduka Steady), a 
successful 25-year-old Sen-
egalese man who lives in the 
building with his wife and two 
children. Abby’s self-effacing 

responses to the landlord, and 
her forgiving manner towards 
Zack, lull us into a false sense 
of ease about the couple’s re-
lationship. 
 Gillian Williams portrays a 
lithe, vulnerable Abby, caught 
up in a Parisian fantasy. With 
pressure to compete with her 
sister’s successful marriage 
and win her father’s affection, 
she alternately needles and 
coddles Zach.  
 “I can be emotionally abu-
sive,” she confesses.  
 Williams’ ability to shift 
gears from kitten to tiger — 
as well as to emotional wreck 
and back again — is riveting.  
To counterbalance her neuro-
ses, Jacob H Knoll gives an 
equally taut performance as 
Zack, an emotionally stunted 
husband who constantly seeks 

her approval.
 Meanwhile, Steady and Joy 
Jones, as Amina, give solid 
performances as the landlord 
and his disapproving wife.
 In an accompanying me-
dia kit, reviewers were asked 
to “not reveal any major plot 
details,” so don’t expect any 
further revelations as to where 
the play is headed, in honor of 
the playwright’s sense of sus-
pense and surprise.  
 But be forewarned, it is ex-
plosive and chilling, and sharp 
objects are involved.

“Belleville” runs through 
October 12 at Studio Theatre, 

1501 14th St., Washington, 
D.C. 20005. For tickets and 

information, call  
202-332-3300 or visit  

www.studiotheatre.org.

 A Parisian dream or a Gallic nightmare?

PHOTO/igOr dmiTry   
Abby (Gillian Williams) and Zack (Jacob H Knoll) are two young Americans enjoying their new life in the City 
of Lights. Unfortunately, when the couple moved overseas, they packed their emotional baggage. Studio 
Theatre’s “Belleville” is a must-see.

DARE TO

www.alexsym.org           703-548-0885

DARE TO EmbRAcE ThE WORlD

DARE TO TRAnscEnD

DARE TO FOllOW YOuR hEART

DARE TO ThinK hEROicAllY

DARE TO livE FullY

bERnsTEin AnD RAchmAninOFF

bEEThOvEn AnD bRAhms

mOzART AnD mEnDElssOhn

WAgnER AnD bARTOK

November 15, 2014 at 8:00pm
Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

November 16, 2014 at 3:30pm
George Washington Masonic Memorial

September 27, 2014 at 8:00pm   Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

February 14, 2015 at 8:00pm
Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

February 15, 2015 at 3:30pm
GW Masonic Memorial

May 16, 2015 at 8:00pm   Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

let the Music be the soundtrack of your life!

The 2014-2015 ASO Season

April 11, 2015 at 8:00pm
April 12, 2015 at 3:00pm
Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

sTRAuss AnD bEEThOvEn

featuring duo parnas 
Madalyn Parnas, violin & Cicely Parnas, cello

featuring Jeremy Denk, piano



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    SEpTEMbEr 18, 2014 | 13 

now to september 26

BASEBALL BOAT TO NATION-
ALS PARK Take a Potomac Riverboat 
Co. ferry across the Potomac River to 
catch the Washington Nationals at 80 
percent of home games. Tickets are $15 
one way or $25 for a round trip.
Time: Various
Location: Alexandria Marina, 1 Cam-
eron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or www.
baseballboat.com

september 18

NVSO TABLE TENNIS COMPE-
TITION The Northern Virginia Senior 
Olympics are held from September 
13-24, with several events held in Alex-
andria. Admission is free.
Time: 9 a.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-228-4721, 
nvso1982@gmail.com or www.nvso.us

september 19

FREE MOVIE NIGHT A free screen-
ing of “The Lego Movie,” with compli-
mentary popcorn and water provided.
Time: 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 202-835-1037

september 20-21

COLONIAL MARKET AND FAIR 
The annual Colonial Market & Fair 
at Mount Vernon features dozens of 
period-attired artisans demonstrat-
ing 18th-century crafts and selling 
traditional wares. Guests can also play 
cricket throughout the weekend, while 
other entertainment includes music, 
fire-eating, sword-swallowing, puppet 
and magic shows, plus hearty specialty 
food for sale.
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George Wash-
ington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.
org

september 20

NVSO WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 
COMPETITION The Northern Virginia 
Senior Olympics are held from Septem-
ber 13-24, with several events held in 
Alexandria. Admission is free.
Time: 9 a.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-228-4721, 
nvso1982@gmail.com or www.nvso.us

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL 
CLEANUP Volunteer to participate in 

the Ocean Conservancy’s 29th Annual 
International Coastal Cleanup, in which 
volunteers will clean waterways at 
Oronoco Bay Park. RSVP required.
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St.
Information: jeremy.hassan@alexan-
driava.gov

JAVA JOLT: ALEXANDRIA AND 
THE WAR OF 1812 Sponsored 
by Friends of Alexandria Archaeology 
(FOAA), Jay Roberts will discuss the 
little-known visit by Frederick Douglass to 
Alexandria on September 24, 1894 for 
the 31st anniversary of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation. Admission is free, 
RSVP required.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology Mu-
seum, 105 N. Union St. Suite #327
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

5K RUN/WALK FOR WOUNDED 
WARRIORS CAREGIVERS A 
five-kilometer run/walk to raise funds for 
caregivers of wounded warriors.
Time: 6:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Cameron Run Regional Park, 
4001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: 703-725-1658 or 
traynorlisa@gmail.com

ANNUAL DOGGIE DAY SWIM 
Celebrate the end of summer with a free 
swim in the pool for your dog as well as 
interactive activities, educational oppor-
tunities and demonstrations. Admission 
is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Old Town Pool, 1609 Cam-
eron St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or ralph.
baird@alexandriava.gov

CHADWICKS BEER DINNER 
Celebrate the start of fall with a visit 
from Hardywood Park Craft Brewery of 
Richmond, who will bring several of their 
selections to be paired with food from 
the Chadwicks restaurant. Tickets cost 
$65 including tax and gratuity.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Chadwicks Restaurant, 203 
Strand St.
Information: www.chadwicksrestau-
rant.com

september 21

NVSO MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 
COMPETITION The Northern Virginia 
Senior Olympics are held from Septem-
ber 13-24, with several events held in 
Alexandria. Admission is free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: 703-228-4721, 
nvso1982@gmail.com or www.nvso.us

ROCK ‘N’ STROLLER A five-
kilometer fun run/walk for families 
with strollers, but runners and walkers 
without strollers are welcome. The 5K 
finishes with a concert by the local kids 
band Rocknoceros.
Time: 7 to 11 a.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 773-344-7102 or 
jfarmery@eventage.net

ALFRED STREET BAPTIST 
CHURCH COOKOUT/CARNIVAL 
A bi-annual cookout offers family friendly 
activities including putt-putt, volley ball, 
moon bounce and more.
Time: Noon to 5 p.m.
Location: Alfred Street Baptist Church, 
301 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-683-2222

HISTORY LECTURE: BURNED 
AND BURIED In a lecture by historian 
Lauren Hammersen, learn about the 
origins of the written word and how far 
back its destruction goes. The lecture 
contains content that may not be suit-
able for young children.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035, admin@
nvfaa.org or www.nvfaa.org

september 22

ARTS IN ALEXANDRIA: THE 
TORPEDO FACTORY AND 
BEYOND Presented by Agenda: 
Alexandria at the Hermitage, hear Randy 
Cohen of  Americans for the Arts; Mat-
thew Stensrud, from the Alexandria Com-
mission for the Arts; and Eric Wallner of 
The Torpedo Factory Arts Center discuss 
the role of art in the city of Alexandria. 
Reservations required.
Time: 6:30 p.m. reception, 6:45 p.m. 
dinner, program starts 7:15 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage, 5000 
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 703-548-7089 or 
agendaalexandria@aol.com

september 24

LECTURE: HURRICANES AND 
ALEXANDRIA Presented by the 
Alexandria Historical Society, author 
Richard Schwartz will discuss his book 
“Hurricanes and the Middle Atlantic 
States” and give a presentation on 
hurricanes that have hit Alexandria, their 
characteristics, patterns and effects.
Time: 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994, 
thelyceum@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriahistorical.org

ROBUST WALKATHON Robust 
walking is a style of exercise that com-
bines aerobic walking with calisthenics 
for strength and flexibility. Proceeds from 
this event go towards the Successful 
Aging Committee of Alexandria.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Ben Brenman Park, 4800 
Brenman Park Dr.
Information: 703-746-5429 or marga-
ret.orlando@alexandriava.gov

september 25

SEND A KID TO CAMP GOLF 
CLASSIC The Ninth Annual Send a 
Kid to Camp Golf Classic is a charity 
event established to continue to send 
Alexandria City youth to the Alexandria 
Police Youth Camp, located in Kilmar-
nock, Va. Entry is $99 for individual play-
ers; $396 for a foursome. Prepayment is 
required, and the fee includes unlimited 
range balls (on hour prior to start), green 
fees, card, continental breakfast, post-
play BBQ reception, beverage cart on the 
course, gift bag and raffle prizes.
Time: 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Old Hickory Golf Club, Wood-
bridge, Va.
Information: 703-930-2521 or 
charles.seckler@alexandriava.gov

september 26

JAZZ SUPPER UNDER THE 
STARS The Al Williams Trio presents an 
outdoor jazz concert, featuring food from 
Hard Times Café, Alexandria Cupcakes, 
Vermilion wine, Port City beer and oth-
ers. Admission is $30.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: 18060 King St. and Diagonal 
Road
Information: 703-683-0333 or www.
otbpa.com

september 27

COSTUME SYMPOSIUM: 
PETITE An immersive day in the 
fashions of the 1812 period.  Speakers 
will explore the influences on fashion 
in 1814, the cut and construction of 
1812 military uniforms, the creation of 
race-based fashions in the new nation, 
and a detailed look at one fashion-

able wardrobe.  Sessions are offered 
a-la-carte and a special 1814 inspired 
menu will be offered by Gadsby’s Tavern 
Restaurant.  
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 
HOMES TOUR Six homes and 
gardens in Old Town will be open to 
the public for the 73rd Annual Historic 
Alexandria Homes Tour. Proceeds from 
the tour go to Inova Alexandria Hospital. 
Tickets are $35.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: www.thetwig.org

LIBRARY SURVIVOR As part of 
‘Alexandria Banned Books Week’, listen 
as five banned books represented by 
five actors defend their importance to be 
saved and escape from a burning library.
Time: 2 to 3.30 p.m.
Location: Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.

calEndar  

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

SEE calEndar | 19

A Streetcar Named Desire     9/13 - 9/28

This Pulitzer-Prize winning American masterpiece 

by Tennessee Williams will transport you to hot, 

steamy New Orleans, just after World War II. 

An electrifying battle of wills ignites between 

Southern belle and fading beauty Blanche DuBois 

and her working class brother-in-law, Stanley 

Kowalski. Friction continues to escalate when 

Blanche witnesses the turmoil of her sister’s 

marriage to Stanley. This classic and tragic play grapples with the deepest, 

most persistent challenges of our never-ending quest for connection: love 

and desire, sex and violence, loss and loneliness. • Warning: Adult themes.

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com
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September 30, 2014
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

Minnie Howard School Library
3801 West Braddock Road
Alexandria, VA 22302
* Accessible by DASH Route AT5

Join us to:
•	 Learn about the Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Master Plan Update

•	 Explore innovative strategies to create a 
low stress environment for bicycling and 
walking

•	 Provide input through FUN activities 
about where you walk and ride, and 
how we can create a more bicycle and 
pedestrian friendly community

Can’t make it to the open house?
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/PedBikePlan to 
share your ideas on our Wikimap and  online 
Survey.

Alexandria Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Master Plan Update 

Public Meeting

For more info please visit 
www.alexandriava.gov/PedBikePlan

For more info please visit www.alexandriava.gov/PedBikePlan

Can’t make it to the open house? 
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/PedBikePlan 
to share your ideas on our Wikimap and 
online survey.

Potomac Belle Yacht Charters

Located at the Alexandria City Docks

703-868-5566 • www.potomacbelle.com

A Private Yacht for all Occasions!

703-868-5566 • gstevens@potomacbelle.com • www.potomacbelle.com

Take a behind-the-scenes 
look at Hollywood  
animal traning

By tErri schlichEnMEyEr

 You love your pooch very 
much — but she’s no Lassie. 
If, in fact, you pulled a Timmy 
and fell into a well, you are 
sure your dog would probably 
chase butterflies instead of 
fetching help.
 Maybe you just haven’t 
found what motivates them. In 
the new book “Animal Stars” 
by Robin Ganzert and Allen 
and Linda Anderson, you’ll 
read about Hollywood crit-
ters, trainers and how you can 
teach old dogs new tricks.
 When watching modern 
Hollywood fare, you might 

think that wild action scenes 
with animals are somehow 
computer generated or heav-
ily edited. It’s safer that way, 
right?
 The truth is that what you 
see today is 90 percent real 
and generally safe — with an 
occasional exception. 
 That’s because, back in 
1939, things were too real. 
There was a “horrific disregard 
for animal safety” on at least 
one set. A terrified horse died 
as a result. In 1940, the Ameri-
can Humane Association con-
vinced the movie industry to 
make sure things like that nev-
er happened again. From then 
on, an association representa-
tive was consulted and present 
on set during scenes involving 
animal actors.

 But before any nonhuman 
star gets on the set, its trainer 
knows exactly what to expect. 
Horse trainers prize equines 
that are easy to work with. 
Those who train large ani-
mals, like bears or monkeys, 
have their charges’ tolerance 
in mind and aren’t shy about 
speaking up when it is at its 
limits. Dog trainers under-
stand what makes Woofie 
want to work. Snake handlers 
know that you can’t train a 
snake.
 To teach an animal to work 
in Hollywood takes patience; 
trainers like Bobby Lovgren, 
Nicholas Toth, Mathilde de 
Cagny, and Thomas Gunder-
son use the word again and 
again. Get inside your dog’s 
head. Know your cat’s heart. 
Understand that some crit-
ters (like badgers) are going 
to take much more effort to 
teach. With non-domestic 
animals, know that escape is 
a possibility. And try to make 
training fun; nobody likes it 

when work is a drudge.
 So you say your favorite 
star happens to wear fur all 

day, all night. Then “Animal 
Stars” is going to delight you 
— mostly.
 The authors give movie 
and TV fans alike plenty of 
insight on today’s animal ac-
tors and the people who make 
sure those awesome stunts 
are pulled off without a hitch. 
The behind-the-scenes peeks 
you’ll get are fun to read. The 
hints for teaching your own 
pet are definitely helpful.
 I was less than impressed 
by the brief messages from 
human stars scattered through-
out this book, however. They 
seemed to me to be rather like 
thank you notes dashed off to 
a dotty great aunt — perfunc-
tory and awfully lame.
 That bugged me, but not 
enough to put this book down, 
which means that you should 
pick it up. Animal lovers of 
all stripes, I think, will enjoy 
“Animal Stars” pretty well.

The writer is a  
syndicated book reviewer.

thE BooKWorM

Hollywood’s real animals get a close-up

“Animal Stars: Behind the 
Scenes with Your Favorite 

Animal Actors” 
By Robin Ganzert and Al-
len and Linda Anderson, 
foreword by Marty Becker

c.2014, New World 
Library                 

$22.95/$27.95 Canada                       
296 pages

alextimes.com
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police investigating 
possible ties to other 
homicides 

By Erich WagnEr

 

 The state Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner de-
termined last week that the 
high-ranking D.C. Depart-
ment of Corrections official 
found dead in Alexandria was 

beaten and strangled to death.
 Agency spokesman Arkuie 
Williams said an autopsy de-
termined that Carolyn Cross, 
64, died from a combination 
of blunt force trauma, strangu-
lation and suffocation. Cross, 
deputy director of the D.C. 
agency, was found dead in her 
Seminary Hill home Septem-
ber 7.
 Alexandria police already 

have a suspect in custody — 
29-year-old Dawit Seyoum, 
also of Alexandria — and 
have charged him with first-
degree murder. Police spokes-
woman Crystal Nosal said 
they are looking into possible 
links between Seyoum and 
other unsolved crimes in the 
city, like the July 4 strangling 
of Asabech Abayneh in her 
home.

 “Ever since [Seyoum was 
arrested], we’ve been look at 
any connections between him 
and other crimes,” she said. 
“But I would caution against 
drawing too many conclusions 
simply because the [medical 
examiner] listed strangulation 
as a cause in each death. The 
cases are very different.”
 The similarities in the 
causes of death in the cases 

comes just days after a grand 
jury indicted former fringe 
mayoral candidate Charles 
Severance in connection with 
a trio of shootings in the city.
 Police are still investigat-
ing the unsolved murders of 
Julio Caesar Urrutia-Erazo, 
shot to death in Arlandria in 
June, and Bradley Bostick, 
who was killed in a West End 
apartment complex last year.

Autopsy: D.C. corrections official beaten, strangled

project would make room 
for cyclists on prince and 
Cameron streets

By dErricK pErKins

 

 Bike lanes along Prince and 
Cameron streets remain a long 
way off, but the idea already is 
proving controversial.
 Old Town resident Townsend 
Van Fleet blasted the proposal, 
calling it a fait accompli, during 
the open mic portion of Satur-
day’s city council public hear-
ing. He chastised transit offi-
cials for moving ahead without 
what he considered sufficient 
public input. 
 Officials tentatively raised 
the idea of adding bike lanes 
along the busy streets earlier 
this summer. City transit ex-
perts see the project as a way to 
calm traffic — based on neigh-
bors’ complaints of speeding 
motorists — as well as encour-
age cyclists to opt for the road 
instead of using the sidewalk. 
 Though details remain 
scarce — the concept is still in 
the early design phase — add-
ing bike lanes likely would ne-
cessitate narrowing travel lanes, 
officials said in July. The pro-
posed lanes would end where 
the roads narrow, near the wa-
terfront, to be replaced by shar-
rows.  
 Removing parking spots, 
which resulted in a nasty fight 
when officials successfully 

sought to add bike lanes to a 
stretch of King Street earlier 
this year, is not part of the plan, 
wrote Yon Lambert, acting head 
of the city’s transportation de-
partment, in a letter to the editor 
published in last week’s Alex-
andria Times. 
 And Carrie Sanders, a divi-
sion chief with the city’s trans-
portation and environmental 
services department, has said 
that the project would move 
ahead only after community 
meetings and public discussion.
 “We always strive to engage 
the community as much as pos-

sible — we did that with the 
King Street project — and we’ll 
continue to engage the commu-
nity,” she said earlier this sum-
mer. 

 Van Fleet believes officials 
already have made up their 
minds to add the bike lanes. He 
argued that the project should 
wait until the ongoing effort to 
update the city’s bicycle and 
pedestrian master plan is com-
pleted.
 “Given these apparent fore-
gone conclusions, city staff is 
once again — as in the food 
truck fiasco — attempting 
to preemptively strike an is-
sue without input provided 
by meetings and committees 
[organized] by the city itself,” 
he said, echoing longstanding 

complaints about Alexandria’s 
civic engagement process. “It’s 
becoming more and more ap-
parent these meetings have 
become nothing more than pro 
forma occurrences to satisfy the 
requirement for public input.”
 Van Fleet also took the op-
portunity to call for increased 
enforcement of traffic laws — 
particularly in regards to scoff-
law cyclists — along Union 
Street. Police cracked down on 
Union Street earlier in the year 
in response to complaints of cy-
clists ignoring the rules of the 
road.

Old Town bike lane concept draws criticism

915 King Street  Old Town
             703-684-1435

20 Years in Alexandria!

Enjoy seasonal refreshments and
get started on holiday shopping

as you preview our newest
nativities, for one night only.

You won’t see them
again until November!

Desert Nativity, Burkina Faso. Bronze. $195

Shop Around the Corner
a special advertising feature of the alexandria times

To feature your restaurant in  

Shop Around 
the Corner

Call Alexandria Times at  
703-739-0001. 

file PHOTO
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To the editor:
 With all of the recent fo-
cus on Ray Rice’s family, the 
NFL and questions as to who 
viewed the video and knew 
what — and when — I be-
lieve we should stop point-
ing fingers and start focusing 
on the larger issue. 
 Domestic violence is a lo-
cal and national problem that 
knows no boundaries. With 
one in four women experienc-
ing domestic violence in their 
lifetime, it is imperative that 
victims receive the necessary 
safety, support and care. 
 A segment of the video 
was released earlier this year 

after the incident became 
public. At that time, my 
thoughts and concerns im-
mediately turned to the vic-
tim. Is she protecting herself 
and her child? Does she have 
access to a safe place? Is she 
seeking help, like counsel-
ing?
 These are questions I and 
my staff at Bethany House of 
Northern Virginia, Inc., ask 
ourselves every day.
 Bethany House is a regis-
tered nonprofit, a crisis inter-
vention service organization 
serving Northern Virginia 
and the Washington metro-
politan area. It was founded 

in 1979 by Doris Ward to 
help women — and their 
children — who suffered 
from domestic violence. 
We assist them in regaining 
their health and dignity and 
becoming re-established in 
their community. We do this 
by offering temporary, safe 
housing and support. 
 Our vision is to eliminate 
domestic violence one fam-
ily at a time. 
 Janay Rice is a domestic 
violence victim, and the in-
cident earlier this year may 
or may not have been the 

our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

 Whether you are aware of it or not, police officers often 
use technology to track our movements and record our behav-
ior. Why can’t we do the same to them?
 Over the course of the past year, the Alexandria Times has 
highlighted the Alexandria Police Department’s use of license 
plate readers, which effectively track motorists’ whereabouts. 
We also have taken a hard look at the department’s use of red-
light cameras, a moneymaking scheme for City Hall that has 
the added benefit of invading residents’ privacy.
 In the years before that, we investigated the reasons why 
police officials felt it necessary to employ mobile cameras, 
those orange monstrosities that the department moves around 
town in an effort to deter crime and catch those who break the 
law.
 The authorities are watching. And it is perfectly legal.
 Unfortunately, it is usually a one-way street. Local law en-
forcement agencies monitor us whether we have committed a 
crime or not. But what if we could see what the police see? 
More importantly, what if we had footage of officers interact-
ing with members of the community?
 City Councilor John Chapman wants to explore the fea-
sibility of equipping Alexandria’s officers with body camer-
as. Think of them as dashboard cameras (as in the TV show 
“Cops”), just mounted on a police officer’s uniform. If Chap-
man drums up support for the initiative, all interactions be-
tween lawmen and members of the public will be recorded for 
posterity.
 This, on its face, is a win-win. Officers can use the foot-
age for training purposes while prosecutors likely will use the 
video in a courtroom when mounting a case. On the flip side, 
people who feel mistreated by officers or are accused of a 
crime can use the same data to get justice.
 At the very least, it will hold all parties accountable for 
their actions. And it may make people (and officers) think 
twice about their behavior.
 While we support investigating body cameras, there are 
a few issues that must be dealt with, the first being privacy. 
We expect many residents would rather authorities not have 
another means by which to record them. Though we agree that 
mobile cameras and red-light cameras are far too intrusive, 
we think body cameras put us all on a level playing field.
 Then there is the matter of transparency. While advocates 
of body cameras argue their use keeps police officers account-
able, it only works if officials review the footage and release 
it to the public or a civilian oversight board, like Alexandria’s 
human rights commission. Based on our previous experiences 
trying to get information from local law enforcement agen-
cies, we — unfortunately — expect authorities in Virginia 
will be less than forthcoming about the images they collect.
 Lastly, there is the price tag. Even Chapman admits outfit-
ting police officers might be prohibited by costs. City council-
ors must weigh this expenditure against other priorities, most 
notably preserving and creating affordable housing in Alexan-
dria.  
 Obviously, there is work to be done and many debates to 
be had before anyone wholeheartedly endorses equipping our 
police officers with body cameras. Still, this is a good idea, 
and one that is definitely worth exploring.
 It is time to turn the camera on the authorities.

body cameras for Alexandria  
police are worth a closer look

There is help in Alexandria  
for domestic abuse victims

SEE aBUsE | 17
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To the editor:
 The grand celebration 
of the War of 1812 in Wa-
terfront Park and on the 
Potomac River brought 
together an incredible 
group of historians, art-
ists, archaeologists, sail-
ors, bankers, water bear-
ers, musicians, athletes, 
the Old Guard and many 
more. It was astonishingly 
well done. Huzzah!
  Despite the heat of Au-
gust 31, organizers and 

participants enthusiasti-
cally educated a throng 
of adults and children. 
They brought the period 
of 1812 to 1814 in Alex-
andria back to life. It was 
thrilling to watch the Old 
Guard march while yachts 
raced on the river behind 
them. Boating for pleasure 
remains in the hearts of 
Old Towners. Huzzah!
  And many thanks to 
the sponsors and all the 
volunteers behind the 

scenes who made this a 
grand experience of “The 
World Turned Upside 
Down” (and 5,000 glasses 
of water!). Our historians, 
artists, sailors and friends 
have set a high standard. 
The city’s assessment of 
the resources and best out-
comes for this event are 
eagerly awaited. Huzzah!

- Kathryn Papp
Alexandria

Three cheers for those behind the 
War of 1812 commemoration

Senior Corner
with Katherine Dixon

 While Rebuilding Together 
Alexandria may not be a house-
hold name, we aim to be — es-
pecially since we are all about 
rebuilding houses. 
 As an Alexandria-based non-
profit, we focus on empowering 
people to help their neighbors. 
In fact, we’ve helped more than 
1,700 of our neighbors since 
1986 with our corps of commit-
ted volunteers, many of whom 
have experience re-
pairing and renovating 
homes.  
 We team up with 
our volunteers to pre-
serve affordable home-
ownership and revital-
ize the community by 
providing free repairs 
and modifications. Since 
most of our clients have incomes 
near the poverty line, these up-
grades can make a big differ-
ence and help them stay in their 
homes.
 After all, the affordable 
housing squeeze that many ex-
perience also impacts longtime 
homeowners. These are people 
who can’t afford to move, but 
have difficulty affording to stay 
as well. Helping them remain 
in their homes is important to 
strengthening our community 
and preserving affordable hous-
ing. 
 To do so, we focus on repair-
ing and revitalizing homes while 
making it an easy, stress-free 
experience for homeowners in 
need of a little extra help. In ad-
dition to the repairs requested, 
our volunteers follow a 22-point 
checklist to ensure homes are 
safe and healthy living spaces. 
 Throughout the year, our 
volunteers can be found — with 
checklists in hand — hammer-
ing, sawing, mulching and more 
throughout the community. When 

spring arrives, we celebrate by 
hosting National Rebuilding Day 
— the ultimate sign of renewal 
and revitalization.
 Here in Alexandria, that 
means hundreds of volunteers 
spread out around the city and 
help neighbors with repairs and 
upgrades to their homes. The 
work is fun but has become in-
creasingly important as more 
low-income homeowners strug-

gle to maintain their 
homes. 
 This spring, 800 
volunteers fixed fenc-
es, installed doors and 
windows, repaired 
bathrooms, cleared 
yards and installed 
cabinets, all at no cost 
to homeowners in 

need, including elderly, disabled, 
military veterans and families. 
Their efforts meant that these 
neighbors didn’t have to make 
tough choices about choosing 
whether to pay for medicine or 
food or home maintenance.
 In the fall, we focus on help-
ing residents get ready for the 
winter. In fact, during our En-
ergize Alexandria event in Oc-
tober, volunteers will conduct 
energy audits and then install 
weather stripping, low flow 
aerators, outlet sealants, door 
sweeps, energy efficient ap-
pliances, insulation and more. 
These upgrades help people stay 
warm and save money.
 If you know of anyone who 
could benefit from our free ser-
vices or would like to help, con-
tact us at www.rebuildingtoge-
theralex.org or 703-836-1021. 
The gift of a referral can be life 
changing.  

The writer is the president  
and CEO of Rebuilding  

Together Alexandria.

Helping neighbors,  
one home at a time

Katherine Dixon

first time she was physi-
cally assaulted. We know 
that domestic violence 
most often occurs behind 
closed doors and away 
from public view. 
 When female victims 
of domestic abuse or in-
timate partner abuse call 
us, our focus is on helping 
them leave their abuser 
and get to a safe place. 
Through our initial intake 
process, we assist with 
safety planning, counsel-
ing and — if needed — 
refer victims to the emer-
gency shelter at Bethany 
House or another agency 
if our beds are full. Once 
in our shelter program, we 
work closely with each 
woman to determine what 
other services, counseling 
and support are needed. 
 Our clients can stay in 
our emergency shelter for 
up to four months — and 
sometimes longer — be-
fore moving into perma-
nent or transitional hous-
ing situations. We offer an 
after-care program where 
shelter graduates receive 
continued case manage-

ment and support for up 
to two years.
 It is up to us all to en-
sure that domestic vio-
lence victims receive the 
services and support they 
need to rebuild indepen-
dent lives and transition 
into a future free from 
abuse. Bethany House 
helps women and their 
children do exactly that by 
providing housing, coun-
seling, life skills training 
and intensive case man-
agement support. 
 In regards to the Ray 
Rice incident, so much 
attention has been paid to 
the abuser that the needs 
of the victim — in this 
case, his wife — have 
been overlooked. This can 
send a negative message 
to individuals experienc-
ing domestic violence, 
telling them that they 
are somehow to blame. 
This can have the harm-

ful effect of discouraging 
victims from coming for-
ward and seeking help. 
 It is imperative that 
abuse victims are fully 
supported. Some women 
who suffer years of re-
peated abuse never talk 
about it with family or 
friends. Many never leave 
their abuser and do not re-
ceive help or counseling 
to deal with the emotional 
trauma caused by an abu-
sive relationship. This is a 
pervasive problem in our 
society.
 Help us end domestic 
violence. If you or some-
one you know is a victim 
of domestic violence, 
call the Bethany House 
Helpline at 703-658-
9500. 

- Jasmin Witcher
Interim executive direc-

tor, Bethany House of 
Northern Virginia

aBUsE 
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been paid to the abuser that the needs 
of the victim — in this case, his wife — 
have been overlooked.”



18 | SEpTEMbEr 18, 2014 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

ark your calendars — it is only 
35 years until the opening of the 
time capsule at George Wash-

ington Middle School.  
 The capsule was installed on September 
17, 1949 as part of Alexandria’s bicenten-
nial celebration to mark the settlement of 
the city, and its burial at the north football 
goal near the school flagpole was the final 
event of a year-long commemoration.  Al-
though it was placed there two months after 
the official anniversary, the September date 
was chosen to accommodate the schedules 
of invited officials and to coincide with 
the start of the new football season, which 
guaranteed a large crowd would witness 
and celebrate the event. 
 The installation took place at what was 
then the high school football stadium, be-
fore the big game between Virginia Poly-
technic Institute and Quantico Marines. 
President Harry S. Truman was on hand 
that day for the capsule festivities and 
stayed for the game as well, which means 
Barack Obama wasn’t the first U.S. Presi-
dent to spend some quality time along 
Mount Vernon Avenue. In this photo, Presi-
dent Truman has just thrown a silver dollar 
coin skyward.   VPI won the toss just before 
the start of the game.
 The time capsule installed at the school 
was a tube-shaped cylinder made of stain-
less steel, 4 feet in length and 8 inches in 
diameter, similar to one installed a decade 
earlier at the New York World’s Fair.  Un-
like Gotham’s version, set to be opened in 
the year 6939, the Alexandria model was 
more realistic in that it would be only 100 
years before being opened. The capsule 
was stuffed largely with paper items, in-

cluding maps of the city, phone books, 
newspapers of the day and rosters of local 
civic organizations. 
 Although no official record of the cap-
sule’s contents has been located, it almost 
certainly contains a copy of “200 Years of 
Progress,” printed by City Hall to record 
the greatest moments of Alexandria from 
its founding until its bicentennial.  The 
heavily illustrated publication could not 
be a more perfect documentary record of 
Alexandria’s appearance and aspirations 
in 1949.  
 Interestingly, the booklet promotes Al-
exandria’s success in increasing industrial 
development, and lauds the strategic loca-
tion of Alexandria and its ability to handle 
massive quantities of freight at local rail 
yards and in warehouses along the Potomac 
River. In a twist of irony, the now-closed 
GenOn plant is recorded as a major asset to 
the city, as it met the regional power needs 
of Northern Virginia’s economy.
 After the time capsule was placed, the 
marker designating its location deteriorat-
ed. By 1983, it was completely lost. Then, 
in about 1999, the class of middle school 
teacher Therese Johnston went on an expe-

dition to locate the capsule and found the 
original marker under the ground surface, 
though by then it was almost unrecogniz-
able. Fortunately, the Alexandria Cham-
ber of Commerce funded a new base and 
plaque to mark the spot so that city leaders 
will have no problem locating it in time for 
the city’s tercentenary celebrations in the 
year 2049.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic Alexandria.

oUt of thE attic

under a football field, a reminder  
of Alexandria’s past

PHOTO/ciTy Of AlexAndriA

Joanb writes:
Tanks? They aren’t tanks, just ar-
mored vehicles which are a defensive 
tool for police. The author really be-
lieves citizens should decide what 
equipment police should be issued? 
Why don’t citizens tell doctors what 
tools they should use during surgery? 
This whole debate is fueled by a lot of 
ignorance and misguided media hype.

Steve writes:
The author only cites tanks and rifles 
… No police department has a tank. 
And rifles, she really has an issue 
with rifles? The police should have 
the most powerful rifles available to 
combat criminals who have access to 
the same. This author must never have 
heard of YouTube, where she could 
see active shooting incidents. This 
might be one of the most generalized 
and unsupported articles I’ve ever 
read…

In response to  
“ACLu: police activity  
lacks oversight,”  
September 11, 2014:

M

Weekly poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
What do you want city council to prioritize this session?

69% Affordable housing. 

11% Transit.  

11% Other.

9% Redevelopment.

This Week  
Should Alexandria police officers be outfitted with 
cameras to record their interactions with residents? 

86 votes
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A. Yes. It would make 
the department more 
transparent.
    

b. No. It is too 
expensive and an 
invasion of privacy. 
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fice’s work to improve the 
police department’s salary 
woes since he took the reins, 
he admitted many problems 
remain. A task force dedicated 
to ironing out problems will 
keep working, he said.
 “As the work group has 
continued, they’ve identified 
other problems in pay that I 
think we all acknowledge took 

decades to create and won’t be 
fixed in three years, but we’ve 
had a process to go through 
and prioritize what those is-
sues are and apply funding 
to them as we could,” Young 
said.
 While Mayor Bill Euille 
expressed his support for the 
police department, he did not 
commit to pay raises in the 
coming budget cycle. Still, he 
said the city council would 
take their concerns seriously as 
they began crafting the budget.

 “We’re going to do what 
we can to work hard to address 
this issue,” Euille said, not-
ing he only recently learned 
of the level of concern within 
the department. “Alexandria 
certainly will stand tall to do 
whatever we can do within the 
financial means.”
 City Councilor Del Pepper 
took a stronger stance.
 “You’ve got our attention,” 
she said, lamenting the loss of 
police officers to other juris-
dictions. “We’ve heard you.”

Do You know  
if You are at risk?Type of Hearing Loss Increase in Risk

of Dementia

John Hopkins University Study 

Mild

restaurant 
• Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
• Loved ones may become frustrated with you “You 

Listening”
• Constantly saying “What?”

Severe

• Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
• Difficulty making out the details of any conversation

• Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy

• Possible loss of jobs or relationships 
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Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist
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Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-Audiologist

Get Your FREE hearing 
screening today!
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• Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
• Loved ones may become frustrated with you “You 

Listening”
• Constantly saying “What?”

Severe

• Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
• Difficulty making out the details of any conversation

• Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy

• Possible loss of jobs or relationships 

Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist

DO YOU KNO W IF 
YOU A RE A T RISk?

424 S. Washington St.,  

Alexandria, VA 22314

Call Us today at 571-312-7345

Most Major Medical  
Insurance Accepted 

~ Paging All Chihuahua Lovers ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT OTHER ADOPTABLE LAP DOGS, 
PLEASE CALL THE SHELTER AT 703-746-4774 OR vISIT   

www.ALExANDRIANAIMALS.ORG.

 THANk yOU

Meet Diva,  a delightful friend of all she meets.  No 
longer a puppy, Diva is hoping for a quiet home.   
She mixes well with other small dogs, because 

she is so sweet.
 

Diva enjoys walks, snacks and watching TV.   
Do you need a new lap-dog?

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Information: 703-548-0035, admin@
nvfaa.org or www.nvfaa.org

2ND ANNUAL GAY NIGHT OUT 
A charity bar crawl in aid of Helping Our 
Brothers and Sisters, an LBGT veterans 
organization. Five saloons in Old Town 
will host gay parties this year, with the 
bar-crawl commencing at Rock It Bar & 
Grill. Donating $10 gets a pink wristband 
and drink specials at all the bars, while 
donating $20 gets a silver wristband 
and even better specials as well as ac-
cess to a VIP only stop.
Time: 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Location: Rock It Bar & Grill, 1319 
King St. then more locations on King 
Street
Information: habaus@gmail.com

SEAPORT DAY 2014 Alexandria 
Seaport Foundation’s annual Seaport 
Day will bring together local restaurants 
for a chowder cook-off, a recycled boat 
competition, educational activities and 
boat trips and wooden boat displays for 
children and families on the Potomac 
River.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.

Information: 703-549-7078 or www.
alexandriaseaport.org

VINTAGE WINE TASTING Taste 
wine produced by several of Oregon’s 
top wine makers accompanied by a four-
course dinner. Seating is limited, with 
tickets costing $120, including tax and 
gratuity. Reservations required. 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Bilbo Baggins Global Restau-
rant, 208 Queen St.
Information: 703-683-0300 or www.
bilbobaggins.net

september 28

YOGA CHALLENGE A family-ori-
ented healthy living event sponsored by 
the Alexandria Health Department that 
includes a yoga challenge, goal setting, 
and healthy eating activities.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: 703-475-0046 or 
michelle@yokid.org

SIMPSON PARK DEMONSTRA-
TION GARDENS OPEN HOUSE 
Hosted by the Virginia Cooperative 
Extension Master Gardeners of Northern 
Virginia, the demonstration gardens will 
be open for tours. Native plants and 
plants for pollinators will be featured, 

along with light snacks and drinks.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: 400 block of East Monroe 
Avenue
Information: ahreed703@yahoo.com

october 3

CIVIL WAR WINE DINNER Start 
in the Museum for the first course and a 
conversation with Gray Ghost Vineyards, 
whose wines are created on lands 
where “Gray Ghost” Confederate John S. 
Mosby and his men operated during the 
Civil War. Then, in the restaurant’s main 
dining room, experience more wine and 
food inspired by the 19th century.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern

october 9-november 20

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
BAND CHAMBER SERIES A 
weekly free concert by the U.S. Air Force 
Band, featuring a variety of ensembles 
and pieces every Thursday evening.
Time: Every Thursday, 8 to 9.30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.usafband.af.mil

calEndar 
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Come find your new “forever friend” at
King Street Cats’ upcoming

KITTEN PURRLOOZA®

Saturday, September 20 
Noon - 5pm

25 Dove Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
www.KingStreetCats.org

Contact@KingStreetCats.org
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By Bill lahay 

 Nearly every serious pro-
fession has its expert prac-
titioners and its big-picture 
thinkers, and many of those 
individuals tend to end up sol-
idly in one camp or the other. 
The practitioners are hands-on 
types, tackling the whats and 
hows, sorting out the everyday 
tasks and immediate issues, 
while the theorists ponder the 
whys and wherefores and of-
ten leave a broader, if less di-
rect, mark on the discipline’s 
landscape.

 Builder, author and teacher 
Chris Magwood seems to have 
figured out how to do both. He 
has a practical knowledge of 
building techniques and ma-
terials — conventional and 
“alternative” — but he also 
brings a historical sense of the 
craft with him, describing the 
past that shaped our building 
habits during the last century, 
and venturing some thoughts 
on where we might be headed 
in this new one. He offers both 
in a new book, “Making Bet-
ter Buildings: A Comparative 
Guide to Sustainable Con-

struction.”
 The Industrial Revolution, 
Magwood explains, gradually 
displaced centuries-old build-
ing technologies (centered on 
wood, stone and brick) and 
ushered in an age of steel, 
concrete and glass. Along the 
way, mechanization changed 
almost every part of the pro-
cess, from resource extraction 
and raw materials processing 
to manufacturing, fabrication 
and installation methods. It 
brought speed, uniformity and 

SEE BUilding | 21

at home
Clearing up any confusion about sustainable building

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe Follow Us
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

 European Country Living � 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   TEL (703) 778-4172   OnLinE ShopECL.com

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

PHOTO/Jen feigin 
Traditional timber framing can be an environmentally friendly method 
if wood is sourced locally and joined with a minimum of metal hard-
ware. Insulation, sheathing and mechanical systems can invite com-
plexity and extra costs, however. 

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

hoME of thE WEEK

 This home is a traditional 
Colonial in the heart of the es-
tablished Belle Haven commu-
nity within easy reach of schools, 
Washington D.C., Old Town and 
all the area’s major transportation 
thoroughfares.
 It combines a seamless blend 
of new and old, offering modern 
construction features of a light-
filled, open 6,000-square-foot 
floor plan and fabulous light 

with a stunning formal entryway 
foyer. This home is a comfortable 
family living environment with 
ample space for entertaining both 
inside and out. 
 With glistening hardwood 
floors throughout, the living 
space offers five bedrooms and 
five-and-a-half baths with a mas-
ter suite on the second and third 
floor, a nanny enclave and an 
exercise room, all surrounded by 

five fireplaces. 
 Originally built in the 1960s, 
major renovations were under-
taken during the last decade that 
included complete electrical 
and plumbing refits, multi-zone 
HVAC, the installation of luxury 
baths and closets, high ceilings 
on all floors and new windows. 
This property is in a supreme lo-
cation on one of Belle Haven’s 
prettiest streets.

An ideal Colonial home in an ideal location

At a Glance:
Location: Belle Haven
price: $1,595,000

Year built: 1968
bedrooms: 5
baths: 5.5

Contact: Gordon Wood:  
703-447-6138 or Chris Hayes: 
703-944-7737, McEnearney 
Associates, Inc.

cOurTesy PHOTOs
Classic three-level Colonial (top). Dramatic two-
story foyer (bottom).
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efficiency, but at a high cost 
to the environment and with 
an unprecedented appetite for 
cheap energy provided by coal 
and petroleum.
 Now environmental issues, 
the specter of worsening cli-
mate extremes and the end of 
cheap fossil fuels are forcing 
us to rethink the kind of build-
ings we make and how we 
make them. This shift, Mag-
wood believes, will be as fun-
damental and far-reaching as 
the changes of a century ago. 
It will involve more new and 
alternative materials and tech-
niques, and require a willing-
ness to depart from some old 
or established habits.
 It’s this need to change 
that brings Magwood back to 
the issue of everyday (micro) 
choices versus the big-picture 
(macro) choices of how and 
what we build. We humans, he 
says, have a habit of resisting 
change by sticking stubbornly 
to what we know and being 
overly critical of what’s new. 
Our inherent bias toward the 
status quo as “normal” makes 
us blind to flaws in familiar 
things and reluctant to em-
brace alternatives. 
 His first example? Wood. 
It’s far from a perfect materi-
al, he says; it burns, twists and 
cracks, supports mold growth, 
succumbs to rot and insects, 
varies widely in strength and 
dimensional stability, and 
often requires long-distance 
transport to end-users. Despite 
these “micro-flaws,” however, 
wood comes from abundant re-
newable resources (trees) and 
is both affordable and easily 
worked and versatile, as either 
sawn lumber or engineered 
products, such as plywood 
or laminated-veneer beams. 
As such, it’s widely used as 
a building material across the 
entire planet. Paradoxically, 
any newly introduced material 
with wood’s drawbacks would 
likely never gain such wide-
spread acceptance.
 Magwood pushes the point 
further with his second ex-

ample: the flush toilet. Most 
of us have experienced a toilet 
backup, but we accept that oc-
casional problem as a worth-
while trade-off for the con-
venience and wouldn’t think 
of discarding the technology 
outright. On the other hand, 
Magwood sometimes hears 
comments that composting 
toilets “don’t work,” often a 
secondhand report about a sin-
gle incident of odor or incom-
plete composting. In truth, he 
says, both technologies have 
particular “micro-flaws,” but 
the “macro” picture is much 
more significant.
 On this big-picture level, 
flush-toilet technology in-
volves using vast amounts 
of valuable potable water, an 
expensive public infrastruc-
ture to treat that water and the 
transfer of sometimes untreat-
ed sewage into rivers, lakes 
and oceans. Conversely, com-
posting toilets use little or no 
water, turn our bio-waste into 
usable fertilizer and require 
no public infrastructure. This 

larger context, and not merely 
the everyday incidental stuff, 
is what Magwood says should 
be driving our building deci-
sions.
 To that end, he devotes the 
bulk of the book to evaluat-
ing 12 different categories of 
building systems (materials 
and methods combined) for 
their overall value and sus-
tainability. This includes foun-
dations, wall and roof struc-
tures, sheathing and siding, 
insulation, windows, heating 
and cooling systems, water 
systems and others. 
 Each category/method is 
graded according to criteria 
that include the environmen-
tal impacts of harvesting/pro-
ducing/transporting the mate-
rial, its embodied energy (how 
much energy it takes to pro-
duce/transport), waste factors, 
energy efficiency, purchase 
costs, labor requirements, du-
rability, code compliance, in-
door air quality and other fac-
tors.
 The book manages to 

achieve a rare combination of 
detail and clarity that make 
it useful for professional de-
signers/builders while still 
being accessible to homeown-
ers who want to understand 
more options for their proj-
ect. There is really no agenda 
here except to show how these 

building systems compare us-
ing a consistent set of bench-
marks, to take the mystique 
and confusion out of some un-
familiar choices and to clarify 
the definition of “sustainable” 
by showing the often hidden 
consequences of our building 
choices.

BUilding 
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PHOTO/cHris mAgwOOd 
Thatch roofs offer the virtues of high insulating value, low embodied 
energy and low environmental impacts, but practical issues of code 
compliance, fire hazard and labor-intensive prep work discourage 
their use in North America. 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
From the office to the 
bedroom, this simple 
lamp is so versatile it 
fits in any décor! 
Come in and see for 
yourself what makes 
this the hottest selling 
lamp in the store!  

Available in 6 different finishes 

now environmental issues, the specter 
of worsening climate extremes and 

the end of cheap fossil fuels are forcing us to 
rethink the kind of buildings we make and 
how we make them.”



22 | SEpTEMbEr 18, 2014 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

hElp WantEd

ACrOSS
1 “Nay” sayers
6 On a cruise
11 Racehorse hoof smoother
15 Good-sized lot
19 Singer Lewis
20 With ___ in sight
21 Bullets, for short
22 Woodland deity
23 Person preventing escapes
25 Inmates, slangily
27 Prima donna’s delight
28 Income’s opposite
29 Tended to the sauce
30 Furnishes with workers
32  Composition of some  

ladders
35 Stiff hairs or bristles
36 Diet successfully
39 Tony winner Bernadette
41 A famous Caesar
42  Number below the  

exclamation point
45 Formal command
46 Stooge Howard
47 Turkish leader
49 Loud brass instrument
51 Interlocking weave
52 Serving well
54 Shaggy Scandinavian rug
56  Part of the Tuscan  

Archipelago
57 Rowdy moppet
58 Novelist Kingsley
59 Increasingly painful
62 Dunderhead
63 Lao-tzu’s philosophy
64 Singular
65 Tien ___ (Asian range)
66 “Did that really happen?”
68 Pub quaff
70  Post-toast sound apt for this 

puzzle
71 Conclusion beginning
72 Work with a wok

74 Feels under the weather
75 Knife part
76 Snitch
79 Vocal composition
80 Baby toy
82  Nature writer and  

environmentalist John
83 “___ dreaming?”
84 Opera highlight
85 Hardly a beeline
86 Roofing problems
88 It’s smashed in a lab
89 Ran amok en masse
92  Hip-swiveling Hawaiian 

dance
95 Pizzeria product
96 ___-Roman wrestling
97 Material for a toy soldier
98 High-___ photos
100 Writing utensil
102 Inmate’s hope
103 Gavel pounder’s demand
105  These might be about  

nothing
106 Mexican money unit
107 Give new directions to
109 Prolonged gaze
111 Norman of golf
115 Sentence structure?
117  Certain member of an 

orchestra
119 Symbol of thinness
120 Istanbul native
121 Express checkout units
122 It precedes Febrero
123 American automaker, once
124 Eyelid affliction
125 Determine if it’s gold, e.g.
126 “Not a problem”

DOWN
1 High range?
2 Rebuilder of Rome
3 Work up a sweat
4 To such a degree
5  ___ Tome and Principe 

(African nation)
6 Cattle breed
7 Extol
8 Ocean’s hue
9 Implant deeply
10 Lengthen (with “to”)
11 British rule in India
12 Build up, as a fortune
13 Strikes hard, biblically
14 Suave or judicious
15 Burning
16  Word with “primary” and 

“day”
17 Race car driver Ricky
18 “Annie” couple?
24 “It’s ___ of your business!”
26 Bunch of sitcoms?
31 Perform in a play
33 Black-eyed ___

34 Joule fragment
36 Pay by mail
37 Plant-swelling problem
38 Downsizing result?
39 Composure
40 Get smaller
42 Reduced to nothingness
43 One of the haves
44 Send a thrill through
46  Joey of New Kids on the 

Block
48 Skipper’s assent
50 “M*A*S*H” extra
52 Pepe le Pew’s emotion
53 Like old London streets
55 Former Austrian prince
58 Utilizing a parasail
60 Relax and kick back
61 Gretel’s brother
62  Word with “tube” or  

“sanctum”
67 Shield for Zeus or Athena
69 Reward for Rover
70 Greasy-spoon freebie
72 Intelligent
73 Shinto temple entrance
75 WWW letters
77 Exxon competitor
78 Meerkat in “The Lion King”
81 Cigarette’s end
87 Apostolic messages
88 More than snooty
90 Dashing actor Flynn
91 Subtracts
93 Grazing area
94 Coupling conjunction
96 Neon or oxygen
99 Begin traveling
101 Math groups
102 Chick’s utterance
103 Postgrad grillings
104 Towel off again
106 Pedestrian, as text
107 Authentic
108 Wife of Geraint
110 ___ mater
112 Some whiskeys
113 Saarinen, the son
114 Really get
115 Opp. of amateur
116 ___ out (just manage)
117 U.S. spy grp.
118 Hawaiian garland
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last Week’s solution:

obituaries

classifieds

ISAAC C. “I.C.” BYRD (74), 
of Alexandria, September 10, 
2014

WILLIAM H. DALTON (74), 
of Alexandria, September 11, 
2014

SHEILA M. GEORGE (77), 
of Alexandria, September 10, 
2014

FRANCES PERRY JERNIGAN 
(90), of Alexandria, August 5, 
2014

LOUISE DEANE RUSKIN 
(96), formerly of Alexandria, 
September 5, 2014

Cable Retention teChs 
needed (alexandRia, Va)
Reps needed to collect on overdue 
cable Bills, retrieve Equipment, and 
complete Disco.  Hiring Bonus, and 
Immediate Openings. Call Edgar 
510-860-8216 or email resume:  
rchresumes@gmail.com

Lee Roy Steele
September 10, 1911 -  
September 13, 2011
Gone but not forgotten.
He sleeps in Jesus.

Your loving wife,
Mrs. Shirley Ann Sander Steele

Your son,
Robert Lee Steele

Lee Roy Steele



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    SEpTEMbEr 18, 2014 | 23 

BUsinEss  
dirEctory

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

classifieds
lEgal noticE aUction

HOME Cleaning Cleaning TrustTrustYou can

703.659.4611
maidbrigade.com

Bonded, Insured & 
Praised!
Eco-Friendly Products   Flexible

  Scheduling

BBB A+ Rating

Online	  w/Live	  Bid	  Center

Stanleytown,	  VA	  -	  Henry	  Co.

www.ironhorseauction.com
VAAL	  580	  -	  800.997.2248

“STONELEIGH”
The	  Home	  of	  Gov.	  Thomas	  Stanley

 

SEPT.	  27,	  2014	  -	  2PM

AUCTION

52±ACRES	  -	  28	  ROOMS	  
&	  GUESTHOUSE

Personal	  Property	  Auction	  Online	  
Ends:	  Sept.	  25th	  -	  1pm

PROPERTY	  AT: 375	  Edgewood	  Dr.
Stanleytown,	  VA

IRON	  HORSE	  AUCTION	  
COMPANY,	  INC.

Charles Coker, CPA   www.cpa-coker.com
Call us today at 703.931.3290

We offer over 30 years of Tax & Accounting expertise 
for your personal and business finances.

� Income tax preparation
� Bookkeeping
� Financial Statements

� Prior year + all 50 states’ taxes
� Respond to IRS letters
� Weekend & evening appts.

                    

Alexandria Board  
of Architectural Review

Old & Historic  
Alexandria District

 
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Architec-
tural Review on WEDNESDAY, 
October 1, 2014 beginning at 7:30 
PM in Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

CASE BAR2014-0290
Request to partially demolish and 
capsulate at 115 Queen St. 
APPLICANT: Melissa Sordyl by 
Adams Architects

CASE BAR2014-0291
Request for alterations at 115 Queen 
St.
APPLICANT:  Melissa Sordyl by 
Adams Architects

CASE BAR #2014-0298
Request for alterations at 218 N 
Columbus St.
APPLICANT:  Janet Knotts

Other Business
A work session to discuss the pro-
posed development project  
at 0 Prince St. 
 
Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, telephone:  
(703) 746-4666.

Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business as Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wireless) is proposing to collocate antennas at 76ft 
within a 91-ft church steeple at 2006 Belle View Blvd, Alexandria, VA 22307.  Public comments regarding potential effects from this site on 
historic properties may be submitted within 30-days from the date of this publication to:  Project 61146702 c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 Susque-
hanna Trail S., York, PA 17403, jdavis@ebiconsulting.com, or 203-309-8285.

                                                                   

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL
OCTOBER - 2014

The items described below will be heard by the Planning Commission and the City Council on the dates and times listed below.  
NOTICE:  Some of the items listed below may be placed on a consent calendar.  A consent item will be approved at the beginning of 
the meeting without discussion unless someone asks that it be taken off the consent calendar and considered separately.  The Planning 
Commission reserves the right to recess and continue the public hearing to a future date.   For further information call the Department 
of Planning and Zoning on 703-746-4666 or visit www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING  
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2014
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2014
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Development Special Use Permit 
#2014-0002
5651 Rayburn Avenue - John Adams 
Elementary Parking Lot Expansion
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for a development special use 
permit and site plan, with a modification, 
to expand an existing parking lot with 
parking spaces in excess of the zoning 
ordinance requirement for a school; zoned 
R-12/Residential (Alexandria West Small 
Area Plan).  
Applicant: Alexandria City Public 
Schools represented by Kevin Van Hise, 
attorney
[This item was deferred at the June 3, 
2014 and September 4, 2014 Planning 
Commission public hearings.]

Special Use Permit #2014-0033
2216 and 2218 Mount Vernon Avenue - 
Del Ray Pizzeria
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for an amendment to a previ-
ously approved Special Use Permit (SUP 
#2011-0087) to construct a second story 
balcony and to allow off-premises alcohol 
sales;  zoned CL/Commercial Low and 
Mount Vernon Avenue Urban Overlay. 
Applicant:  Del Ray Pizzeria LLC repre-
sented by Duncan Blair, attorney
[This item was deferred at the June 3, 2014 
Planning Commission public hearing.]

Public Art Policy
Public hearing and recommendation of the 
Public Art Policy included as part of the 
Public Art Plan.
Staff:  City of Alexandria - Department of 
Recreation, Parks, and Cultural Activities

Text Amendment #2014-0006
Public hearing and consideration of a Text 
Amendment to make technical corrections 
to the language in various sections of the 
Zoning Ordinance.  Staff:  City of Alexan-
dria - Department of Planning & Zoning

Special Use Permit #2014-0068
519 and 521 East Howell Avenue

Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a restaurant; zoned CSL/
Commercial Service Low.   
Applicant:  EMS Food Group LLC repre-
sented by Duncan Blair, attorney

Special Use Permit #2014-0073
442 North Henry Street and 1106 Oronoco 
Street – Liberty Gas Station
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate an automobile service 
station; zoned CSL/Commercial Service 
Low.   
Applicant:  442 Henry Inc.

Special Use Permit #2014-0075
410 East Glebe Road and 3006 Jefferson 
Davis Highway
(Parcel Address:  408 East Glebe Road)
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a convenience store; 
zoned CSL/Commercial Service Low.  
Applicant:  All In Be One Inc.

Special Use Permit #2014-0077
207 King Street - Sonoma Cellars
(Parcel Address:  205 King Street)
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a restaurant; zoned KR/
King Street Retail.   
Applicant:  Sonoma Cellar LLC 

Special Use Permit #2014-0078
2700 Witter Drive - Witter Athletic Field
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to allow athletic safety netting and 
associated structures to increase to 30 feet 
in height; zoned POS/Public Open Space.  
Applicant:  City of Alexandria Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks, and Cultural 
Activities 

Master Plan Amendment #2014-0007
Rezoning #2014-0005
Special Use Permit #2014-0079
329 North Washington Street
Public hearing and consideration of 
requests for:  (A) an amendment to the 
Old Town Small Area Plan chapter of 
the Master Plan to amend the land use 
designation from RM/Townhouse Zone 
to CD/Commercial Downtown; (B) an 
amendment to the official zoning map to 
change the zone from RM/Townhouse 
Zone to CD/Commercial Downtown; (C) 
a special use permit to operate a hotel 
and restaurant and a request for a parking 
reduction; zoned RM/Townhouse Zone 
(Old Town Small Area Plan).  Applicant:  
Janow LLC d/b/a La Bergerie represented 
by M. Catharine Puskar, attorney

Development Site Plan #2013-0027
1333 Powhatan Street - Powhatan 
Townhouses
Public hearing and consideration of a 

request for a development site plan with 
modifications to construct residential 
buildings; zoned CSL/Commercial Service 
Low.  Applicant:  The Rubin Group 
LLC represented by M. Catharine Puskar, 
attorney

Rezoning #2014-0004
Development Special Use Permit 
#2014-0008
Transportation Management Plan Special 
Use Permit #2014-0063
1323 Wilkes Street and 421 South Payne 
Street - West-Parc Townhomes
Public hearing and consideration of 
requests for: (A) an amendment to the 
official zoning map to change the zone 
from RB to CRMU-L with proffer; (B) a 
development special use permit and site 
plan, with modifications, to construct 
22 townhouse units including a special 
use permit for an increase in Floor Area 
Ratio (FAR) per section 5-105(C) of the 
Zoning Ordinance; and (C) A special use 
permit for a transportation management 
plan; zoned RB/Townhouse. (Southwest 
Quadrant Small Area Plan)   Applicant: 
CIA-Wilkes Street LLC represented by M. 
Catharine Puskar, attorney

THE FOLLOWING WILL BE HEARD 
BY PLANNING COMMISSION ONLY 
(AND BY CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON 
APPEAL).

Subdivision #2014-0012
1905 Commonwealth Avenue
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to subdivide one lot into two lots; 
zoned R2-5/Residential.  Applicant:  
SAM 1905 Commonwealth LLC repre-
sented by Duncan Blair, attorney

THE FOLLOWING WILL BE HEARD 
BY CITY COUNCIL ONLY

Special Use Permit #2014-0015
517 South Washington Street
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a funeral home and a 
request for a parking reduction; zoned CL/
Commercial Low. Applicant: Jefferson 
Development LLC represented by Duncan 
Blair, attorney

Special Use Permit #2013-0059
3640 Wheeler Avenue - Wheeler Avenue 
Recycling
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a recycling and materi-
als recovery facility; zoned I/Industrial. 
Applicant: Wheeler Avenue Recycling, 
LLC represented by Robert B. Nealon, 
attorney
[This case was deferred at the September 
13, 2014 City Council public hearing.]
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Interest rates may be rising this fall! 
Don’t miss your opportunity to buy or sell a home. 

Give us a call, we’d be honored to help you.

904 N Overlook Drive
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

$835,000

UNDER 

CONTR
ACT

305 Columbia Road
4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths

$1,599,000

FOR 

SALE

512 Fontaine Street
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

$1,049,000

FOR 

SALE

7025 Grove Road
4 bedrooms, 1 bath

$372,000

UNDER 

CONTRACT

224 E Monroe Street
2 bedrooms, 1 bath

$587,500

FOR  

SALE

2318 Nash Street S
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

$895,000

SOLD

Elizabeth Lucchesi
The LizLuke Team
More than $54 million and 89 homes sold in 2013!

703.868.5676
Elizabeth@lizluke.com
www.lizluke.com

Stay Connected...

109 S. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

LizLuke will get you home!

3002 Cameron Mills Road
4 bedrooms, 5.5 baths

$1,174,000

FOR  

SALE

3618 Greenway Place
2 bedrooms, 1 bath

$319,000

FOR  

SALE


