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Former cabbie shot  
and wounded veteran 
police officer

By Erich WagnEr

 

 The man who shot Alex-
andria Police Officer Peter 
Laboy during a traffic stop last 
year in Old Town claims he 
was insane at the time.
 The trial of former Alexan-
dria Yellow Cab driver Kashif 
Bashir began Monday in cir-
cuit court. Although much of 
the first two days of testimony 
were geared toward establish-
ing the facts of the incident,  
the fact that Bashir shot Laboy 
in the head is not in dispute.
 Bashir, 29, is charged with 
capital attempted murder, 
malicious wounding and two 
counts of the use of a firearm 
in the commission of a felony. 

As the trial opened, he pleaded 
not guilty by reason of insan-
ity. If found guilty, he faces up 
to life in prison.
 Bashir shot Laboy in the 
head during a routine traffic 
stop at the corner of South St. 
Asaph and Wilkes streets on 
February 27, 2013. He then was 
chased by police through Old 
Town and eventually into Fair-

fax County, where he crashed 
his cab and was arrested.
 The case has been in and 
out of limbo ever since. 
Bashir twice was declared in-
competent to stand trial — his 
defense attorneys reported he 
claimed people were commu-
nicating with him telepathi-
cally — and was remanded to 
a state mental hospital.
 Bashir is now forcibly 
medicated with antipsychotic 
drugs. Public defenders Emily 
Beckman and Stephanie Sny-
der requested, unsuccessfully, 
the regimen halt for the trial, 
arguing that the medication 
would “undermine the fairness 
of his trial,” because of the in-
sanity plea.
 Perhaps as a result, Bashir 
waived his right to a jury trial 

Embattled venue 
shuttered permanently 
— again

By Erich WagnEr

 

 After closing the historic 
Old Town Theater — suppos-
edly temporarily — over the 
summer, owner Rob Kaufman 
has put the century-old venue 
up for sale.
 A listing on online real 
estate website Loopnet ad-
vertises the theater for $3.5 
million, while Rasmus Auc-
tions is selling off the venue’s 
equipment, from instruments 
to sound boards and lighting 
— even its kitchen equipment 
— through October 10.
 Kaufman could not be 

reached for comment, but 
when he bought the property 
in 2011, he considered turning 
it into a retail space. Public 
outcry convinced him to re-
store the property to its his-
toric glory as an arts venue.
 Resident Boyd Walker, 
who owns property across 
the street from the theater, re-
members the protest vividly 
having helped spearhead it.
 “I was the only one who 
went and spoke out at the first 
[board of architectural review] 
hearing,” Walker said. “Now 
you can’t talk about the inte-
rior or its proposed use, so I 
just spoke about the fact that 
it’s historically been a theater 
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file photo
First responders airlift veteran police officer Peter Laboy to a Washington hospital after he was shot in 
the head during a traffic stop near Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy in Old Town. His attacker, former 
cab driver Kashif Bashir, is on trial this week and has entered an insanity plea.

photo/erich wagner
After a massive restoration and more than a year and a half of 
struggling to find the right niche, the Old Town Theater is once 
again up for sale. Residents hope the century-old venue will remain 
an arts center under new management or ownership. 
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

The Time To Sell Is Now. Let Me Put My 25+ Years of  Experience to Work for You!

Old TOwn

One of Old Town’s 
more distinctive resi-
dences in the Heart of 
Old Town. Circa 1830 
this 4 bedroom, 3 bath 
detached brick Victo-
rian with ELEVATOR 
and GARAGE sits back 
from the street behind 
an ornamental iron 
fence surrounded by 
walled gardens. Notable 
architectural features 

include a turret, beautiful stained glass panels over the 
front windows, curved staircase with hand carved balus-
ters, 10’ ceilings with generous mouldings and a 2 sided 
marble surround fireplace. Vestibule entry, hardwood 
floors throughout and finished attic with turret room.

Coming Soon

POTOmac Greens

Spectacular 3 bedroom, 3.55 
bath townhouse with attached 
2 car garage with over 3,400 
sq. ft. of luxury living. Desir-
able open floor plan featuring  
9’ ceilings, crown moulding 
and wainscoting, 2 sided fire-
place and gleaming hardwood 
floors on main and lower lev-
els. Chef’s kitchen with gran-
ite center island and breakfast 
area. Upper level with 3 bed-
rooms and 2 full baths includ-

ing the Master suite with 2 walk-in closets and luxury en 
suite bath. The 4th level has a spacious family room with 
full bath and access to a roof top deck! Entry level with 
foyer, recreation room and study.  Convenient to parks and 
playground, shops and restaurants. 2 lights to D.C.!

$949,000

Old TOwn/PrescOTT

Luxury 2 bedroom, 2 
bath condo in the de-
sirable Prescott with 
1,112 sq. ft. of living 
space and 2 balconies. 
Great location just 1 
block off King St. and 
5 blocks to METRO! 

Hall entry welcomes you to this light filled corner unit fea-
turing a spacious open floor plan with 9 ft. ceilings, crown 
molding, gleaming hardwood floors and high-end finishes 
throughout. Designer kitchen with balcony access has SS 
appliances, granite counters and breakfast bar, stunning 
back splash and maple cabinets. Master suite with large 
walk-in closet and en suite bath. The second bedroom with 
en suite bath has French doors to the 2nd balcony. Ameni-
ties include a fabulous roof top terrace with grill...ideal for 
entertaining, secure lobby and garage parking (1 space).  

$529,900

Old TOwn

Unique op-
portunity to 
own a prop-
erty on one of 
Old Town’s 
more presti-
gious blocks 
with a double 
lot. Circa 
1898 this 5 
bedroom 4 
bath Federal 

style brick home 1 block off KingSt. has approx 5,200 
sq ft of living space on a 4,500 sq ft double lot. Spacious 
rooms, high ceilings, original wood hardwood floors, 3 
fireplaces, side porch and sunroom. Two staircases to ac-
cess upper level with 5 bedrooms and 3 baths including 
the Master en suite bath, fireplace and side porch. 

$2,100,000 - Double Lot

wOOdbridGe

Relax in your own Private Oasis! This 4 bedroom, 3 bath 
home on 3.09 acres has been totally updated inside and 
out. Sun filled kitchen with island opens to breakfast room 
with fireplace, skylights and access to large deck. Three 
main level bedrooms including the Master Suite with 3 
double closets. Spacious walk-out lower level with family 
room, 4th bedroom, full bath with heated floors and den 
with wood stove. Detached 3 car garage with upper level 
office, partially fenced yard for pets, woods and stream. 
Convenient to golf course, shopping and restaurants. 

$469,000

Old TOwn/riverTOn

Charming 1 
bedroom, 1 
bath condo 
with off 
street park-
ing in North 
Old Town 
just 2 lights 
from D.C.!  
Located on 

the 2nd floor with a secure entry this updated condo has 
a desirable open floor plan. Living/dining combination 
opens to kitchen with 42” Maple cabinets, SS appliances 
and sleek black granite counters and breakfast bar. Nice 
size bedroom, updated bath, washer/dryer and 1 year 
warranty. Riverton amenities include outdoor pool and 
fitness center. Blocks to the riverfront, bike path, shops 
and restaurants.  

$255,000

Under 

contract
Under 

contract
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thE WEEKly BriEfing

Shoreline developer surveys residents

Scholarship Fund of Alexandria officials warn 
of for-profit financial student aid companies
 Officials with the Scholar-
ship Fund of Alexandria urged 
students last week to remain 
wary of for-profit companies 
offering help with college ad-
missions and financial aid.
 Julie Naughton, a strategic 
engagement specialist with 
the fund, said the group is-
sued the warning after several 
students approached them af-
ter receiving a mailing from a 

private company. If contacted, 
students and parents should 
research the company before 
agreeing to set up an appoint-
ment with representatives, of-
ficials said.
 Administrators noted that 
many of the same services of-
fered by for-profit companies 
are available for free to T.C. 
Williams students through the 
scholarship fund. Those in-

clude individual counseling; 
help with college essays and 
resumes; and guides to under-
standing the financial aid pro-
cess.
 The organization also 
awards annual scholarships, 
which totaled at $900,000 this 
year. 

- Derrick Perkins

 Old Town residents have 
another chance to weigh in on 
the proposed redevelopment 
of Robinson Terminal South. 
 EYA, a local developer and 
real estate giant, mailed a sur-
vey about their project on the 
waterfront’s south side this 
week. The letter, obtained by 
the Alexandria Times, is essen-
tially the same survey available 
on the firm’s website dedicated 
to the proposal: www.south-
robinsonterminal.com. 
 Respondents are asked for 
their views on the city’s polar-
izing waterfront redevelop-
ment plan, the project’s spe-
cifics — what type of public 
art they prefer, for example 
— and their feedback on the 
proposal. They also are asked 
whether or not they are a reg-
istered voter.
 A.J. Jackson, who is over-
seeing the project for EYA, 

said the survey has been 
available online, but compa-
ny officials just launched the 
mail campaign last month. 
 The site is one of three 
along the city’s Potomac 
shoreline hand-picked for 
redevelopment. Its northern 
counterpart, formerly owned 
by The Washington Post and 
later the Graham Holdings 
Co., likely will become home 
to residential and commer-
cial properties while the 200 
block of S. Union St. is slated 
to transform into a boutique 
hotel.
 EYA outlined its concept 
for the warehouse complex 
earlier this year. Though much 
of the city’s redevelopment 
plan is seen as controversial, 
even noted critics embraced 
the developer’s proposal. EYA 
representatives sought to win 
over the local business com-

munity this summer, hosting 
a meet-and-greet session at 
Waterfront Market’s riverside 
dining area.
 Though the waterfront 
plan encouraged redevelop-
ment at only three spots along 
the river, interest has picked 
up along the shoreline. The 
Waterfront Market is one of 
several restaurants to launch 
since city council took up the 
document and redevelopment 
has occurred or is in the works 
all along the river.
 That list includes EYA’s 
other recent — and major 
— project in Alexandria: the 
Oronoco Waterfront Resi-
dences on North Fairfax 
Street, which once housed the 
Sheet Metal Workers Interna-
tional Association.

- Derrick Perkins

 onlinE all the time  

 alextimes.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK
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crimE
Accused killer transferred to Arlington County

Mugging prompts extra police patrols in Old Town

 Charles Severance is no 
longer in Alexandria.
 Alexandria Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne transferred the ac-
cused murderer to Arlington 
on Friday, citing 
the possible appear-
ance of a conflict of 
interest. Severance 
is charged with the 
slayings of promi-
nent Alexandrians 
Nancy Dunning, 
Ronald Kirby and 
Ruthanne Lodato, 
two of whom had connections 
to the local legal system.
 Although best remembered 
for her community work in Del 
Ray, Dunning — murdered in 
her home in 2003 — was mar-
ried to then-Sheriff Jim Dun-
ning. Lodato, largely recalled 
as a beloved local music teach-
er, was the sister of Robert 
Giammittorio, a retired judge. 
She was shot on her doorstep 
earlier this year.
 “[Lawhorne] has the ut-
most confidence in his staff 
to handle the incarceration 
of  [Severance], as they have 

previously demonstrated their 
ability to remain professional 
regardless of the charges an 
inmate may be facing,” said 
sheriff’s office spokeswoman 

Amy Bertsch, who 
cited terrorist Zac-
arias Moussaoui’s 
four-year stint in 
the city’s jail as 
an example. “There 
were no issues  
during Severance’s 
time at the Alexan-
dria jail. However, 

[Lawhorne] wants to eliminate 
any possible appearance of a 
conflict and therefore request-
ed that the Arlington sheriff 
house Severance.”
 Severance, a failed mayoral 
candidate, was being held in 
Loudoun County on a weapons 
charge when the investigation 
into the string of high-profile 
murders honed in on him. 
County officials transferred 
him to Alexandria earlier this 
month following a grand jury 
indictment.
 With the case moving for-
ward, a search warrant secured 

for Severance’s parents’ home 
in Oakton, Va., where he kept 
a room, has been unsealed, ac-
cording to The Washington 
Post.
 Among the evidence used 
initially to link Severance to 
the killings was surveillance 
video of a 1990s red Ford 
Escort leaving the area of the 
Lodato shooting. Severance 
also was seen driving a 1999 
red Escort to the Russian Em-
bassy, where he unsuccessfully 
sought asylum.
 And, according to recent 
court filings, Severance’s court-
appointed defense team — Jo-
seph King, Christopher Leibig 
and Megan Thomas — request-
ed funds from the court to pay 
for an independent investigator.
 The state Supreme Court 
appointed a Fairfax County 
judge to oversee Severance’s 
trial. Alexandria’s judges re-
cused themselves based upon 
their relationship with Loda-
to’s brother.

- Derrick Perkins  
and Erich Wagner

 Alexandria police remain 
on the hunt for a mugger who 
robbed a pedestrian on the 
400 block of S. Fairfax St. on 
September 22.
 Though a police depart-
ment spokeswoman did not 
respond to requests for more 
information before deadline, 
the Times obtained an email 
sent to neighbors by Capt. 
Don Hayes detailing the hold-
up. 
 The mugger, who is not 
described in Hayes’ account, 

approached the male victim 
from behind at about 8:20 
p.m. When the victim turned 
around — against the thief’s 
orders — he spotted a hand-
gun.
 The robber then forced the 
victim onto the ground and 
began searching his pockets. 
The victim eventually sur-
rendered his cash and mobile 
phone, Hayes wrote. 
 By the time police officers 
responded to the scene, the 
thief had left on foot. Though 

authorities enlisted a K9 unit 
in the search, the robber evad-
ed capture.
 Officers with the depart-
ment’s criminal investiga-
tion section continue to look 
into the theft, Hayes wrote. 
Authorities also stepped up 
patrols along South Fairfax 
Street as well as South Co-
lumbus Street, the location of 
another robbery earlier in the 
month, according to Hayes.

- Derrick Perkins 

alextimes.com

Charles Severance

TimesIn Your

Sponsored By:

Winning phoTo

Congratulations to Carol Stalun  

for winning September’s Photo Contest!

October Theme: Dogs of Alexandria 
Sponsor: Haute Dogs and Fries

Send your photo for a chance to win  
$50 in gift cards to Haute Dogs & Fries!

Send us your favorite photo dog photo!

#ALXPhotoTimes or  
promotions@alextimes.com

Alexandria Times Photo Contest

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest
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RESTORE ALEXANDRIA’S NEW LOCATION: 869 S. Pickett St.  •  TUE-FRI: 10 am-5 pm  •  SAT: 9 am-5 pm  •   www.restorenova.org  •  703-360-6700

ReStore sells new and used building 
materials, appliances and home 
improvement items at steep 
discounts. New deals arrive daily!

ReStore profits support 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Northern Virginia’s mission 
to provide affordable home 
ownership opportunities.

We’ve Moved!  Visit our NEW LOCATION

869 S. Pickett St., Alexandria, VA 22304

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

% OFF!
With this ad. O�er expires 10/31/14. Discount cannot be combined with any other coupon or o�ers.Valid at 869 S. Pickett St., Alexandria, VA 22304 only.

IN THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA!
869 S. Pickett St., Alexandria, VA 22304
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Habitat Restore_Ad_Alex Times.pdf   1   9/19/14   4:20 PM

Councilor suggests 
shaming problem 
landlords

By Erich WagnEr

 

 Officials with the city office 
of housing said last week that 
Alexandria’s voluntary rent 
control guidelines do not deter 
all major landlords from hiking 
rent exorbitantly.
 As part of a report present-
ed to city councilors as they 
voted to renew the guidelines 
last week, housing division 
chief Melodie Seau said the 
number of resident complaints 
about rent hikes above the 
city’s guidelines — 5 percent 
per year if tenants pay for utili-
ties, 7 percent if utilities are in-
cluded — increased from 22 in 
fiscal 2013 to 28 last year.
 “The properties with mul-
tiple complaints are usually 
recently purchased and be-

ing renovated,” Seau told city 
councilors. “Three property 
owners accounted for the ma-
jority of complaints in fis-
cal 2014. We can usually get 
them down to a certain degree 
[through mediation] … but 
not to the amount set up in the 
guidelines.”
 City Councilor Justin Wil-
son said although there isn’t 
much more council can do 
legislatively — Virginia law 
prohibits municipalities from 
enacting mandatory rent con-
trol — maybe the city can use 
a different tactic: public em-
barrassment.
 “Why not just list the land-
lords who don’t comply?” Wil-
son said. “It would be a kind 
of shame-driven compliance 
effort.”
 Housing Director Mildrilyn 
Davis warned against such a 
move, arguing it would poison 
the well and discourage land-

lords from cooperating with 
city officials on the issue at all.
 “People might not work 
with us; I think it’s always a 
bad idea to single people out,” 
Davis said. “As it is, we do 
have some success mediating 
and dealing with individual 
complaints.”
 But if mediation can’t even 
bring landlords to fully comply 
with the guidelines, it seems 
pointless even having them, 
Wilson argued.
 “I think my view of it is 
kind of simple, which is: We 
have this voluntary guideline 
and we’re the only jurisdic-
tion [in Virginia] that has it and 
we’ve had it for a long time, 
but it doesn’t seem like, based 
on the statistics, that it’s all 
that successful,” he said after 
the hearing. “At this point we 
need to try something different 
or get rid of them. The way I 
suggested is being more public 

about it, something like what 
the [Better Business Bureau] 
does in gaining compliance.”
 Other councilors warned 
against making such decisions 
hastily.
 “[Wilson] raises a good 
point, but I don’t think we 
ought to rush to judgment,” 
said Mayor Bill Euille. “It’s 
something we ought to think 
through and be careful and 
cautious about how to proceed 
… It’s not like they’ve violated 
the law.”
 Seau said the guidelines 
exist as a baseline for staff to 
work out a deal between land-
lords and tenants.
 “Even though we don’t 
name them, I think most people 
know who the properties are,” 
Seau said. “We’ve gotten com-
plaints from tenants, it’s been 
in the press, people can pick it.
 “[The] reason for the guide-
lines is the number of prop-

erties where we do get the 
amount reduced. Even when 
we don’t get it reduced to the 
level of the guidelines, we 
are mediating complaints and 
getting it reduced to some de-
gree.”

Rent control guidelines don’t deter offenders
At this point 
we need to try 

something different 
or get rid of [the 
guidelines]. The way 
I suggested is being 
more public about it, 
something like what 
the [Better Business 
Bureau] does in 
gaining compliance.”

- Justin Wilson 
City councilor
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bipartisan effort seeks  
to limit police surveillance 

By Kathryn Watson

 

 The government is watch-
ing you.
 Local police in Virginia 
randomly collect and keep 
photographs of license plates. 
Virginia universities are testing 
drones and, as of next July, po-
lice and other authorities in the 
commonwealth will begin to 
use unmanned aerial devices.
 It’s with that in mind that 
two Northern Virginia law-
makers — Democratic Sen. 
Chap Petersen and Republican 
Delegate Richard Anderson — 
have formed the Ben Franklin 
Privacy Caucus. In the months 
ahead, the lawmakers are loop-
ing the public into the process 
of forming privacy-related bills 
for the 2015 legislative session.
 The name for the caucus 
stems from a Franklin quote: 
“They who can give up essen-
tial liberty to obtain a little tem-
porary safety deserve neither 
liberty nor safety.”
 Addressing the use of auto-
matic license plate readers — 
technology that local police use 
to randomly capture images 
and data of up to 1,800 plates 
per minute — is a priority.
 Former Attorney General 
Ken Cuccinelli deemed it il-
legal for local law enforce-
ment to randomly scan and 
store license plate information 
without a warrant, but many 
localities have not heeded that 
legal direction. When this re-
porter submitted a request for 
any photographs of her license 
plate from the Alexandria Po-
lice Department, the request 
turned up more than a dozen 
photos over a six-month pe-
riod.
 Watchdog.org’s report went 
viral, and readers from around 

the country asked how they 
could track information police 
have on them.
 Congress has since passed 
legislation barring the fed-
eral government from funding 
plate readers, but that doesn’t 
mean the technology has disap-
peared.
 “The privacy threat that I 
see obviously is there’s not a 
solid rule set on the employ-
ment of license plate readers,” 
Anderson said in an interview 
earlier this year. “They’re a rel-
atively new technology that’s 
been acquired by the law en-
forcement community. So what 
I want to do is come up with 
some sort of rule set, because 
technology expands so fast that 
it always stays in front of the 
rule set.”
 Relationships between Re-
publicans, Democrats and the 
executive branch in Richmond 

may be tense this year, but that 
isn’t keeping Anderson, Peters-
en and a few of their colleagues 
from fighting for common 
ground.
 “We have our disputes, but 
a lot of it’s just expected in a 
democratic form of govern-
ment,” Petersen said earlier this 
year. “I do think that some of 
these privacy issues, particular-
ly where it deals with, shall we 
say, putting a limit on law en-
forcement, that you get a good 
mix of both liberals and conser-
vatives. So oftentimes it gives 
you a good coalition of people. 
It’s not just the left versus right 
junk.”

Kathryn Watson is an investi-
gative reporter for Watchdog.

org’s Virginia Bureau,  
and can be reached at  

kwatson@watchdog.org.

State lawmakers push  
for privacy rights

Come see how Burgundy transforms the lives of our students with:
•  a hands-on, integrated, engaging and challenging curriculum

• enrichment classes in all of the arts   
• a diverse and nurturing community

• our 25-acre Alexandria campus   
• a 500-acre Center for Wildlife Studies in WV

OPEN HOUSE DATES

RSVP or schedule a tour at 703.329.6968.

BURGUNDY GRADUATES 
LOVE TO LEARN!

Burgundy graduates carry a 
well-developed love of learning 
with them to some of the 
finest high schools in the region 
including Madeira, Georgetown 
Day, Sidwell Friends, Thomas 
Jefferson High School for Science 
and Technology, and more.

Colleges and universities they 
attend include Harvard, Yale, 
William & Mary, UVa, Duke, 
Princeton, Oberlin, Virginia Tech, 
Columbia, Stanford, Savannah 
College of Art and Design and 
many more.

Burgundy Farm Country Day School 
3700 Burgundy Road, Alexandria, VA
www.burgundyfarm.org

• Friday, October 10, 9-11 a.m.      
• Tuesday, November 11, 9-11 a.m. 

• Saturday, December 6, 2-4 p.m.      
• Sunday, January 11, 2-4 p.m. file photo

In response to law enforcement’s rapidly expanding capability to 
surveil residents in recent years, a bipartisan group of Virginia law-
makers have formed the Ben Franklin Privacy Caucus in an effort 
to regulate tools like license plate readers and drones. 

703.739.0001

What 
can 
the 
times 
do 
for  

you?

I was quite pleased that 
several people came to my 
open house having seen 
our ad in the Alexandria 

Times. One or two brought 
the ad with them!

- Jud Burke,
McEnearney Associates
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Tourism officials say 
marketing efforts have 
proven successful

By dErricK pErKins 

 

 The city’s “Extraordinary 
Alexandria” tourism cam-
paign has been exactly that, 
concluded market research ex-
perts brought in to review the 
one-year-old initiative.
 For every dollar allocated 
toward advertising, the city 
saw visitors spend about $171 
at local shops and restaurants, 
according to a study under-
taken by San Francisco-based 
market research firm Destina-
tion Analysts. In turn, each 
dollar spent on advertising 
generated about $6 in tax rev-
enue, up from $4 in 2010. 
  Officials with the Alexan-
dria Convention and Visitors 
Association released the find-
ings at the Old Town Hilton 
on Monday, earning the ap-
plause of a crowd of lawmak-
ers, community leaders and 
business owners. The assem-

bled dignitaries included Bill 
Butcher of Port City Brewing 
Co., John Long of the Alexan-

dria Chamber of Commerce, 
Val Hawkins of the Alexandria 
Economic Development Part-

nership, several city council-
ors and Mayor Bill Euille.
 Though overall visitor 
spending fell slightly in 2013 
— from $739 million the year 
prior to $738 million — tour-
ists raised about $24 million 
in taxes last year, experts said. 
They estimate that tax revenue 
generated by visitor spending 
knocked about $300 off resi-
dents’ bills.
 Tourism also supports 
about 6,000 jobs in the city, 
officials said.
 Euille and his colleagues 
gave the visitors association 
a $35,000 boost earlier this 
year, bumping the city’s an-
nual allocation to the group to 
$3,197,353 in fiscal 2015, ac-
cording to budget documents.
 “I am a huge believer in 
what branding and tourism 
can do for our city,” Euille 
said. “We have so much going 
for us. … We’re making some 
wonderful strides but we have 
a lot more to do.”
 Officials credited the new 
“Extraordinary Alexandria” 

campaign — as well as a mul-
tipronged approach to adver-
tising and marketing — with 
keeping the Port City’s travel 
industry booming in an oth-
erwise adverse period. Last 
year’s lengthy government 
shutdown and bitter winter de-
terred traveling, experts said.
 “This has been a year of 
challenges,” said Patricia Wash-
ington, CEO of the travel asso-
ciation. “But here in Alexandria 
— despite all of those challeng-
es — we’ve held our own.”
 The “Extraordinary Alex-
andria” campaign focused on 
the city’s array of boutiques, 
celebrated culinary scene 
and commitment to the arts 
while showcasing its history 
and architecture. The second 
year will play up Alexandria’s 
proximity to Washington 
while highlighting its differ-
ences with the District, offi-
cials said. 
  The tourism association 
also plans to overhaul its 
website, making it more mo-
bile-friendly, and undertake 
a rebranding effort. Soon the 
organization will be known 
simply as Visit Alexandria.
 And officials will continue 
moving more toward digital ad-
vertising while focusing more 
on Millenials and Gen Xers as 
well as the affluent older adults 
that have long been targeted by 
the local travel industry. 

I am a huge 
believer in 

what branding and 
tourism can do for 
our city. We have so 
much going for us. … 
We’re making some 
wonderful strides but 
we have a lot more  
to do.”

- Bill Euille  
Mayor

You know us. We know you. Our Old Town team brings 
a friendly, fun and helpful flair to your personal and 
business banking needs throughout Alexandria. Stop by 
our newest branch and let us show you why so many 
others have made John Marshall Bank their bank.  
We make banking fun.   

Ted Johnson,  
Erik Dorn,  
Shannon Catlett,  
Charlie Collum,  
Pam De Candio  
and Kerry Donley

640 Franklin Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703-289-5950  •  JohnMarshallBank.com

M e m b e r

Let’s Make Banking Fun for Everyone

Banking on Alexandria’s allure 

Just minutes from Washington, D.C., yet a world away. 
Plan your extraordinary meeting at MeetAlexandriaVA.com

5 miles to Washington, D.C. / 1 Mile to the Ronald Reagan National Airport / Metrorail Accessible

courtesy images
Year two of the “Extraordinary Alexandria” tourism campaign focuses on the Port City’s proximity to 
Washington while highlighting what sets it apart from the District. A recently released study found that 
travelers pumped $738 million into the local economy last year. 
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Allow us to introduce you to Madeira’s academic programs 
and school community at one of our fall open house events. 
Meet teachers, take a campus tour, and experience the 
magic of Madeira.

Sunday, October 5 • 1:00 pm
Sunday, November 9 • 1:00 pm
or by appointment throughout the year

For more information call 703-556-8273 or  
begin your journey online at www.madeira.org.

Now offering transportation from D.C., Alexandria,  
and Tysons Metro.

The Madeira School • 8328 Georgetown Pike • McLean, Virginia 22102

ADMISSION OPEN HOUSE

Banking on Alexandria’s allure 
last week, instead opting for 
a bench trial before Circuit 
Court Judge James Clark.
 As defense attorneys pre-
pared to argue that Bashir suf-
fered a psychotic break, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Brian 
Porter interviewed witnesses 
who encountered Bashir the 
day before the shooting, from 
passengers in his cab to em-
ployees of a Lorton gun store 
where he purchased the weap-
on used in the attack: a Sig 
Sauer 9 mm handgun.
 “He had a normal demean-
or, curious,” said Eman Baw-
ab, general manager at Sharp-
shooters. “[He] said he needed 
it for work.”
 Fellow gun store employee 
Ed Scutt said that while the 
background check processed, 
Bashir seemed “very calm, and 
a bit conversational.”
 But the “crux” of the case, 

as Clark called it, will lie with 
the testimony of psychiatric 
experts. Porter planned to call 
forensic examiner witness-
es after the Times’ deadline 
Wednesday and would then 
rest his case.
 The defense team likewise 
did not begin mounting its case 
by press time, but indicated 
attorneys would present evi-
dence of Bashir’s waning men-
tal health, from text messages 
with friends to emails sent to 
major media outlets. They did 
not say whether Bashir plans to 
testify on his own behalf.
 Laboy and his wife, Su-
zanne Laboy, declined to com-
ment after testimony ended 
Tuesday. Although the offi-
cer has recovered a great deal 
since the incident — recently 
returning to limited duty with 
the police department — he 
still is engaged in a long re-
covery process, Suzanne has 
said, both in media reports and 
on her personal blog about the 
ordeal.

Bashir 

FROM | 1

file photo
Alexandria police officer Peter Laboy has made a remarkable recovery since being shot in the head dur-
ing a routine traffic stop in February 2013. But his wife Suzanne Laboy has said his condition remains a 
daily struggle. 
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bishop Ireton trounces 
St. Stephen’s in rivalry 
matchup

By Jim mcElhatton 

 

 Four years ago, then-fresh-
man Drew Smith thought about 
trying out for Bishop Ireton’s 
football team even though he 
had never played the sport ex-
cept at recess and in backyard 
neighborhood games.
 While he considered play-
ing soccer, Smith decided to 
take a shot at football, if only 
to satisfy his curiosity about 
whether he actually could 
make the team. Fortunately for 
Ireton, he did. 
 Through five games this 
season, Smith is ranked second 
among all receivers in the D.C. 
area with eight touchdowns 
and more than 500 receiving 
yards.
 The senior put up 165 yards 
against St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes on Saturday, leading 
the visiting Cardinals over the 
Saints by a final score of 41-
17. The win puts their record 
at 4-1 this year following two 
consecutive losing seasons.
 The week before Saturday’s 
drubbing of St. Stephen’s, Ire-
ton beat Episcopal 26-24 after 
losing to the Maroon in each of 
the previous two years. 
 “The line did a great job all 
day giving [quarterback] Joe 
[Dickinson] time to deliver the 
ball and time for the receivers 
to get in their routes and get 
deep,” Smith said after the win 
over the Saints.
 The Cardinals held a big lead 
early in the fourth quarter, but 
the Saints scored a quick touch-
down to make it 35-17. One of 
the Saints coaches seemed to be 
getting through to the players 
as he yelled, “C’mon, plenty of 
football left.”
 With Ireton facing a third 

down situation with six yards 
to go, the Saints played with 
heightened urgency. There 
seemed to be a hint of momen-
tum shift in favor of the home 
team. 
 That’s when Smith ruined 
any hopes of a storybook come-
back for the Saints’ homecom-
ing game. He slipped past the 
Saints’ secondary, sprinted 
along the right sideline and 
caught a long pass from Dick-
inson, which effectively put the 
game out of reach.
 “I think the first thing to 
say is that we know they’re a 
good team,” Ireton coach Tony 
Verducci said of the Saints af-
ter the game. “We also know 
they play a lot of guys on both 
sides of the ball. And so we felt 
that coming in, the fresh legs 
of guys like Drew Smith, Sam 
Smith and Ryan Verducci re-
ally would make a difference 
as the game went on.
 “And I think that’s what 
you saw in the second half. 
The quality of our depth on 
both sides of the ball and the 
offensive and defensive lines 
were just outstanding.”
 What’s more, the Cardinals 
were without defensive leader 
Josh Ammon, who injured his 
foot against Episcopal. Verduc-
ci said he’ll be back soon, but 
coaches decided to rest him out 
of an abundance of caution.
 “Bernie Hayes took all 
the reps in practice this week 
and when we found out Josh 
couldn’t play, it was next man 
up,” Verducci said.
 At practice a few days ear-
lier, Ammon said this year’s 
Cardinals team “has the right 
winning mentality.”
 “We have a sense of togeth-
erness and I think we’ve done 
a good job of turning it around 
from last season,” he said.
 Dickinson is a new addition 
to the team. He played last year 

in El Paso, Texas, but trans-
ferred in the spring when his 
father, who is in the military, 
moved to the Washington area. 
He’s one of only two quarter-
backs in the area to pass for 

more than 1,200 yards so far 
this season.
 “It’s been really everything 
I could ask for,” Dickinson 
said after practice. “During the 
offseason, I just kind of dreamt 
of having a winning season.”
 Another transfer to the team 
is David Cooper, who kicked a 
42-yard field goal early in the 
season. He, too, ended up at 
Ireton because of his father’s 
military service.
 Allan Kaupinen, president 
of the Alexandria Sportsmen’s 
Club, whose son, Wes, was a 
sophomore running back on 
the Cardinals 1993 champion-
ship team, said the additions of 
Dickinson and Cooper are part 
of a long running tradition at 
Ireton.
 It seems like there’s a newly 
arrived athlete in one sport or 
another just about every year 
who transferred because of a 

parent’s military service, he 
said.
 For his part, Smith believes 
the team’s success is the result 
of a lot of hard work in practice 
and conditioning, as well as a 
culture where teammates en-
courage each other.
 But Smith’s four-year trans-
formation from backyard touch 
football player to one of the 
area’s top receivers offers 
should offer encouragement to 
anyone on the fence about get-
ting involved in a sport. While 
backyard success may not of-
ten translate to varsity stardom 
— every once in a while, with 
enough work, it does.
 Coming in freshman year 
I wasn’t sure I was actually 
going to play,” Smith said. “I 
decided football because I’d al-
ways played backyard football 
and was always pretty good, so 
I figured why not give it a try?”

photo/Jim mcelhatton
Bishop Ireton’s Alex Duke (right) and Joseph Siedlarz converge to stop St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes wide 
receiver Austin Talbert-Loving just short of a touchdown in the Cardinals 41-17 win Saturday. 

Flying high
sports

Coming in 
freshman year 

I wasn’t sure I was ac-
tually going to play.  
I decided football be-
cause I’d always played 
backyard football and 
was always pretty 
good, so I figured why 
not give it a try?”

- Drew Smith  
Bishop Ireton  
wide receiver
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703.403.2465  
Ai@Lnf.com

703.346.7283  
Martine@Lnf.comOffered by Martine & Alexander Irmer

One of Old Town’s Best Kept Secrets!

433 N Peyton St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Simply Unique & Beautifully Restored Circa 1900

Detached Victorian Farm House with Addition in Parker-Gray Historic District

Terrence Holt lets readers 
sneak a peek into the  
lives of young medical  
professionals 

By tErri schlichEnmEyEr

 It took you a while to get the 
hang of things. But you did — 
eventually.
 It always is that way with 
a new job. Nobody is born 
knowing how to work, and 
learning to be proficient takes 
time, patience and training. If 
Terrence Holt’s new book “In-
ternal Medicine: A Doctor’s 
Stories” is any indication, it 
also takes determination, ex-
haustion and the knowledge 

that you can’t fix everything.
 Some stories simply cannot 
be told.
 On a March day during his 
year as an intern, when he and 
several dozen people were en-
gaged in a cacophonous “roar 
and babble” at the nursing desk, 
Holt suddenly realized that no 
description would ever do jus-
tice to that which he had been 
experiencing. It was “too mani-
fold, too layered” to describe.
 In the month after gradua-
tion from medical school, he 
decided to try anyhow.
 Though the memories are 
“hazy,” Holt recalls how asking 
for assistance from your attend-
ing physician was rumored to 

be a “sign of weakness,” even 
though there were times when 
the help would have been most 
welcome. Even when nothing 
can be done, it is easier when 
you do it with someone.
 Young interns learn to give 
bad news, which is nearly im-
possible to teach, especially 
when the answer to the ques-
tion “What next?” is at times 
“I don’t know.” It is impossible 
to teach because sometimes, a 
doctor does know what is com-
ing next. Both parties do, in 
fact, but he “couldn’t say that 
either.”
 There were times for Holt 
when patients were not “play-
ing by… rules” that demanded 

lucidity and a hospital stay with 
no problems. Of course, a lack 
of the former often made the 
patient blissfully, “eternally un-

aware” of his impending death, 
of which Holt admits he was 
“almost envious.”
 No matter how much train-
ing an intern gets, they have to 
learn by themselves that there 
are choices nobody wants to 
make, but they must. They 
have to learn that lifesaving 
can be “a sorry gift I have to of-
fer…” They eventually under-
stand that first impressions do 
not last; that a mask should not 
mask the personality beneath 
it; that death often does dual 
duty; that patients lie; and that, 
despite what anybody says, 
“you couldn’t count on second 
chances.”
 In the introduction of “In-
ternal Medicine” Holt muses 
about ethics and privacy when 
writing about patients. Because 
of those issues, he says, the pa-

thE BooKWorm

The good doctor

“Internal Medicine:  
A Doctor’s Stories”  

by Terrence Holt
c.2014, Liveright

$24.95/$27.95 Canada
275 pages

SEE BooKWorm | 12
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

alExandria, this is 
yoUr timEs

 The Alexandria Times newspaper provides 

our print and online readers with the most 

comprehensive and localized coverage possible 

in the City of Alexandria, with a political tint 

that being in the shadow of the nation’s capital 

makes inevitable. 

 Whether it’s a shake-up at City Hall or a 

new milkshake at Dairy Godmother, our at-

tention is focused on Alexandria, allowing us 

to bring you a unique mesh of city and com-

munity news that our fair and historic city on 

the Potomac deserves. Don’t worry Alexandria 

— we’ve got you covered.

110 S. Pitt St. 
Alexandria, VA
703-739-0001 
alextimes.com

tients in this book are factional 
“assemblages… compiled from 
multiple cases” made to “cap-
ture the essence of something 
too complex to be understood 
any other way.”
 Trust me: fact or fiction is 
not going to matter once you 
start this exquisite book of es-
says. You will be too wrapped 
up in living and dying, in ex-
haustion, fog and the torment 
of both author and patient. Holt 

is a poet in a white coat with a 
literary bedside manner that al-
lows us to absorb the shock of 
his words as we simultaneously 
note the beauty of them.
 I carried this book around 
with me for three days because, 
once started, it is hard to let it 
go. If you have ever pondered 
the length you have between 
life and death, grab “Internal 
Medicine” and hang on.

The writer is a syndicated  
book reviewer. 

BooKWorm 

FROM | 11

thEatEr 

FROM | 1

since it was built in 1913.
 “[My] purpose was to make 
it so it still looked like a theater, 
even if it was just retail inside.”
 Though Walker’s efforts 
helped convince Kaufman to 
restore the theater, the venue 
struggled to attract a follow-
ing. Last October, Kaufman 
shuttered it temporarily, and 
parted ways with comedy club 
promoter Tom Kennedy, in 
search of a different program-
ming direction.
 Kaufman reopened the 
theater, but could not make 
the new direction work eco-
nomically either and closed the 
venue over the summer, again 
temporarily, he said at the time.
 “We’re just doing some re-
programming, and I decided 
that we’d do it without it be-
ing open,” he told the Times 
in July. “[It’s] just easier to 
give ourselves the time to do it 
without trying to keep up with 
the ongoing activities.”
 Walker fears another fight 
over the future of one of Alex-
andria’s historic entertainment 
venues is looming.
 “I am disappointed, and 
I’m disappointed that I don’t 
hear publicly from people who 
should be involved in main-
taining this as a theater or an 
arts venue,” he said. “[I] really 
appreciate what [Kaufman] did 
in terms of restoring the the-
ater. He found these arches and 
old floors and really did it well.
 “But unless the city gets 

involved, it may just go to be 
a retail space.”
 A theater or other cultural 
space is an anchor that at-
tracts visitors, buoying the 
surrounding restaurants and 
shops, Walker argued. He 
wants city leaders to ensure 
future owners are committed 
to maintaining the theater’s 
current use.
 “I haven’t heard from any 
city leaders, specifically coun-
cil members or the commis-
sion for the arts, talking about 
the fact that the theater is for 
lease and for sale, and if we 
don’t act, we’ll have no con-
trol over what happens,” he 
said. “We should be having a 
conversation about that.
 “It really adds to the mix-
ture of Old Town, as opposed 
to just another retail space. 
Why would people come here 
for a J. Crew when they can 
just go to a mall or to George-
town or whatever.”

It really adds to 
the mixture of 

Old Town, as opposed 
to just another retail 
space. Why would 
people come here for 
a J. Crew when they 
can just go to a mall 
or to Georgetown or 
whatever.”

- Boyd Walker 
Old Town  

Theater supporter
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 My dogs recently applied 
to become blood donors. 
Well, I applied on their be-
half, but they patiently went 
through the process to ensure 
their blood is worth collecting 
so that they could help other 
dogs. 
 Most people do not know 
that there is a mas-
sive shortage of 
canine blood avail-
able for veterinary 
transfusions needed 
to treat illnesses or 
injuries. It never 
occurred to me that 
dogs could — and 
should — donate 
blood until my busi-
ness partner and friend asked 
me to accompany her to her 
dogs’ donor appointment. 
 I’m so thankful she did. I 
gladly accepted Beth’s invite 
and soon was so enamored 
with the idea of canine blood 
donation that it prompted me 
to make an appointment for 
my dogs. 
 The guidelines for dona-
tion are strict and for good 
reason. Dogs must be at least 
nine months old and no more 
than nine years old to donate, 
(but all dogs must be accepted 
as donors by the time they are 
approximately seven years 
old). Donors must weigh at 
least 35 pounds, be in good 
health and cannot be on medi-
cation. They also must be on 
all preventatives — such as 
monthly heartworm and flea/
tick preventatives — and up-
to-date on all vaccines. Fi-
nally, donors must commit to 
donating at least eight times 

each year. This makes the sig-
nificant cost of the initial test-
ing worthwhile. 
 Our first donor appoint-
ment at Blue Ridge Veterinary 
Blood Bank was mostly an 
orientation of sorts but I was 
excited. I had met the veteri-
narian and her assistant dur-

ing Beth’s ap-
pointment and 
felt very much at 
ease with them. 
My dogs, Titan 
and Sox, seemed 
to mimic my en-
ergy, or maybe 
they could smell 
the snacks from 
the second we 

walked in the room.
 After some nosh-filled en-
couragement, Sox was placed 
on what resembles a stretcher 
and the assistant laid behind 
her, holding her in place while 
the veterinarian took a blood 
sample. I sat at Sox’s head 
with a platter full of peanut 
butter, cheese spread, kibble 
and treats. I fed Sox with 
the help of a tongue depres-
sor while the veterinarian 
held a razor right by her ear, 
attempting to gauge Sox’s 
anxiety with different aspects 
of the donor experience. As 
expected, Sox was far more 
engrossed in the plate of food 
than she was with the needles 
and other equipment.
 Sox must have thought she 
had died and gone to heaven. 
They could have shaved her 
beautiful fur into a Mohawk 
and she would never have no-
ticed. 
 After her, Titan was just 

as comfortable, if not more 
so. He is very motivated by 
food but not always a fan of 
cuddling. I thought he might 
dislike having a stranger hold 
him down. I was wrong. An 
explosion may have been the 
only thing getting Titan off 
that stretcher while the snack 
platter was near.
 We are waiting on the re-
sults of their tests to learn their 
blood types and rule out any 
disqualifying illnesses, but we 
already made an appointment 
for them to donate later this 
month when the bank is back 
in the area. We should be get-
ting a call to review the results 
this week.
 I’m keeping my fingers 
crossed that Titan and Sox 
will be able to donate for the 
next couple of years. I much 
prefer voluntary donation to 
enslaving dogs in a lab for the 
same purpose. I also appreci-
ate that the extensive tests the 
blood bank runs are compli-
mentary as part of the donor 
application process. Most of 
all, I love the idea that Titan 
and Sox can make a difference 
in the life of another dog and 
family who may be facing a 
medical emergency. 
 Titan and Sox are, of 
course, crossing their paws 
that they may be invited back 
to gobble up the seemingly 
endless supply of peanut but-
ter, cheese, treats and love that 
are part of the experience. It 
truly is an experience where 
everybody wins!

The writer is the owner  
of The Wag Pack.

Donating blood:  
not just for humans

pEt mattErs

By Isabel Alvarez

Alexandrians love their pets. 
Advertise your business or service for pets in the 

Alexandria Times. Call 703-739-0001 today!

 A sweet young lady who 
came to us with her kittens.  
They all found homes and 
now she would like her VERY 
OWN home where she is 
the only cat. Do you have a 
place in your home and heart 
for this sweet girl? For more 
information on Duchess, 
contact King Street Cats. 
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scEnE aroUnd toWn

Canadian playwright Morris 
Panych pits social justice 
against criminal justice

By Jordan Wright

 Alma is a career shoplifter. 
 In the stockroom of a su-
permarket, Dom, a zealous 
security guard trainee, is at-
tempting to interview the 
crafty old woman. The evi-
dence: Two enormous steaks 
wrapped in white butcher 
paper are resting upon a long 
wooden table.  
 Though Dom claims they 
tumbled out from under her 
dress, Alma refuses to admit 
her part in it and goes to great 

lengths to demean him as an 
amateur interrogator.   
 “Theft is not a motive. It’s 
a consequence,” she philoso-
phizes.
 The eager gumshoe is no 
match for the veteran thief 
and she outmaneuvers him at 
every turn, twisting his words 
with theoretical gamesman-
ship while intellectualizing 
crime as a product of societal 
decay.  
 “Are you familiar with the 
myth of Prometheus?” she 
challenges, suggesting that 
her theft might be interpreted 
as a universal benefit to soci-
ety.
 Two more characters en-

ter the scene. There’s Otto, 
Dom’s superior and a social-
ly conscious rent-a-cop who 
plans on retiring after training 
the young wannabe detective. 
And there’s Phyllis, Alma’s 
partner in crime, a spiritually 
inclined neurotic who prefers 
her job as a coat check girl 
to aiding and abetting Al-
ma’s sociologically motivated 
schemes.
 Canadian playwright and 
director, Morris Panych, has 
scripted a magnificently layered 
comedy, turbo-charged with hi-
larious one-liners. On closer 
inspection, it is not a simple 
dissection of an interrogation 
and a desired confession, but 
an absurdist exercise that would 
make Kafka proud. Panych’s 
use of Otto as the questioner 
with a lenient view of criminal 
behavior is as intriguing as his 
portrait of Dom as the bible-
thumping do-gooder.  

 “We are not barbarians,” 
Otto admonishes Dom, in the 
hope that he’ll agree to release 
the women.  
 But Dom has other ideas. 
As soon as Otto and Alma 
leave the room, he evangelizes 
Phyllis.  
 “Bad things happen for a 
good reason,” he offers cheer-
fully.
 The cast is wonderful, espe-
cially given the complex duality 
of the characters.  Jayne Hou-
dyshell segues seamlessly from 
haughty sophist to stink-eyed 
cynic as Alma while Delaney 
Williams gives a textured per-
formance as both her accuser 
and savior as Otto. As the foil, 
Dom, Adi Stein offers a keen 
portrayal of the overeager cop 
with deep psychological issues. 
Jenna Sokolowski keeps the 
whole thing tense as Phyllis, the 
neurotic with a conscience.
 Ken MacDonald’s brilliant 

set design, which consists of 
800 cardboard boxes, frames 
the action. Soaring to the 
height of the stage, the cartons 
sport the recognizable logos of 
familiar supermarket brands, 
further juxtaposing the famil-
iar with the ridiculous.  
 Tucked between the boxes, 
randomly placed backlit nich-
es highlight a small collection 
of everyday jewel-toned gro-
cery items, giving them the il-
lusion of precious objects.    
 Don’t miss this exquisite 
and topical performance at 
Arena Stage.

“The Shoplifters”  
runs through October 19 at 
Arena Stage, 1101 Sixth St.

SE, Washington, D.C. For 
tickets and information call 

202-488-3300 or visit  
www.arenastage.org.

‘The Shoplifters’ will steal your heart

photo/teresa wood   
Jayne Houdyshell portrays Alma, a consummate thief, in Arena Stage’s production of “The Shoplifters.” 
Though caught red-handed, the veteran crook keeps her captors on their toes as they try and force a con-
fession from her. 

Call the Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001. 

STrAIgHT UP

Call today  
to advertise your 

business  
and Happy Hour 

specials.  

tIME FoR HaPPy HoUR
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 through the nationals’ 
playoff run

BASEBALL BOAT TO NATION-
ALS PARK Take a Potomac Riverboat 
Co. ferry across the Potomac River to 
catch the Washington Nationals at 80 
percent of home games. Tickets are $15 
one way or $25 for a round trip.
Time: Various
Location: Alexandria Marina, 1 Cam-
eron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or www.
baseballboat.com

october 3

CIVIL WAR WINE DINNER Start 
in the Museum for the first course and a 
conversation with Gray Ghost Vineyards, 
whose wines are created on lands “Gray 
Ghost” where Confederate John S. 
Mosby and his men operated during the 
Civil War. Then, in the restaurant’s main 
dining room, experience more wine and 
food inspired by the 19th century.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern

“SOIL TO SOUL” BLOCK PARTY 
Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco host “Soil 
to Soul”, a block party fundraiser that 
benefits the Old Town Farmers’ Market 
SNAP/EBT Double Dollar Program. 
The evening will feature food provided 
by neighboring restaurants and wine 
and beer provided by local companies. 
Tickets cost $35 in advance, $40 at 
the door.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.

Location: Jackson 20 courtyard at 
Kimpton’s Hotel Monaco, 480 King St.
Information: 703-842-2790 or www.
jackson20.com

ART ON TAP Seven craft beers from 
six local breweries have been paired with 
a work of art from an Art League instruc-
tor. Local restaurants have chosen a 
brew/artwork coupling to serve as their 
muse to create the perfect complemen-
tary appetizer. Guests can sample the 
creative combinations in an Art on Tap 
beer tasting glass and vote for their 
favorite at the end of the event. Tickets 
cost $45.
Time: 7 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: The Art League Gallery, 
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. 
Union St.
Information: 703-683-1780 or www.
theartleague.org/content/art_on_tap

october 4-16

CURIOSITIES: EVERY ARTI-
FACT TELLS A STORY A special 
collaborative exhibit between the 
Alexandria Archaeology Museum and the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center for Virginia 
Archaeology Month celebrates the act of 
discovery and the compilation of remark-
able things.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesdays to 
Fridays; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays;  
1 to 5 p.m. Sundays
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399, archaeol-
ogy@alexandriava.gov or www.alexandri-
aarchaeology.org

october 4

“SURVIVE THE 5” 5K RACE A 
fundraiser for the ART of Driving, an 
educational program for teen drivers and 
their parents that emphasizes training 
and parental involvement.
Time: 6 to 11 a.m.
Location: Cameron Station Great 
Room, 200 Cameron Station Blvd.
Information: 703-968-0975 or 
rthompson@acps.k12.va.us

CONCERT: JENNIFER SCOTT 
Mezzo-soprano and pianist Jennifer 

Scott presents vintage songs from 
around the world in jazz quartet. 
Time: 8 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: jennifer@jenniferscottpia-
nist.com or www.jenniferscottpianist.
com 

ART ON THE AVENUE Over 300 
fine artists, artisans and craftspeople 
sell their handmade items, while there 
are also four music stages, a children’s 
stage, other activities, a pie baking con-
test and food provided by local vendors.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue be-
tween Bellefonte and Hume streets
Information: www.artontheavenue.org

FLEA MARKET FUNDRAISER 
Held by the Salvation Army Alexandria 
Women’s Auxiliary, various items will 
be on sale with all proceeds benefiting 
the Salvation Army’s work in the local 
community. The event will be held rain 
or shine.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Location: The Salvation Army, 1804 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.salvationarmynca.
org

october 5-31

21ST ANNUAL PUMPKIN SALE 
A fundraiser to benefit charities both 
in Alexandria and around the world. 
Pumpkins are grown on a Navajo Indian 
reservation in New Mexico and then 
distributed to 1,300 churches across 
the country. Food and drink will also be 
available for sale.
Time: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily
Location: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, 
3606 Seminary Road
Information: jamie_conrad11@
comcast.net

october 5

FIRST-PERSON WORKSHOP A 
four-part workshop on how to research 
and develop a character, select ap-
propriate period clothes and practice in 
character. There is also the opportunity 
to step on stage during Gadsby’s Tavern 

Museum’s 2014 Candlelight Tour 
Program. Cost is $40 for the series, $12 
per class as space allows; tickets must 
be purchased in advance.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

SAGWA SCHOLARSHIP BEN-
EFIT CONCERT Suzuki Association of 

the Greater Washington Area presents a 
scholarship benefit concert. All proceeds 
will assist students who would otherwise 
be unable to afford music lessons.
Time: 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.sagwa.org
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The Rocky Horror Show     10/25 - 11/15

Come see this classic, campy musical that 
inspired the classic cult film, The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show. Meet innocent couple, Brad and 
Janet, as they seek shelter at a mysterious old 
castle on a dark and stormy night. It is there 
that they meet a mad scientist who has been 
experimenting with creations of his own. Get 
ready for a night of fun, frolics, and frivolity in 

this spoof of old-time horror flicks. This interactive musical is nothing 
less than a glitter rock, horror, comedy, alien circus! • Warning: Adult 
themes, language, and sexuality. Not recommended for children.

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

Do You know  
if You are at risk?Type of Hearing Loss Increase in Risk

of Dementia

John Hopkins University Study 

Mild

restaurant 
• Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
• Loved ones may become frustrated with you “You 

Listening”
• Constantly saying “What?”

Severe

• Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
• Difficulty making out the details of any conversation

• Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy

• Possible loss of jobs or relationships 

Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist

DO YOU KNO W IF 
YOU A RE A T RISk?

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-Audiologist

Get Your FREE hearing 
screening today!

Type of Hearing Loss Increase in Risk
of Dementia

John Hopkins University Study 

Mild

restaurant 
• Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
• Loved ones may become frustrated with you “You 

Listening”
• Constantly saying “What?”

Severe

• Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
• Difficulty making out the details of any conversation

• Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy

• Possible loss of jobs or relationships 

Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist

DO YOU KNO W IF 
YOU A RE A T RISk?

424 S. Washington St.,  

Alexandria, VA 22314

Call Us today at 571-312-7345

Most Major Medical  
Insurance Accepted 

calEndar  

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301   |   703.549.0155  |  www.ImmanuelAlexandria.org

Sunday, October 5
12 noon - 3 pm  

1801 Russell Rd. 

$15 - Adults  
$5 - Ages 5-20  
FREE - children  
under 4

Annual Oktoberfest 
Live German Music • Children’s Activities 

Biergarten • Traditional German Food

The Blessing of the Pets
Bring your pet to be blessed in honor  
of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi

October 5 at 3:00 p.m.
In the Churchyard of Christ Church
118 North Washington Street
Old Town Alexandria

118 N. Washington St.Alexandria, VA 22314  |  www.HistoricChristChurch.org

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

St. Paul’s  
Episcopal Church  

Welcomes You 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  

October 5, 4 p.m., St. Paul’s Playground

Bring pets of all sizes, shapes, and  
kinds to receive a blessing and to give 
thanks for their presence in our lives.
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By marty ross 

 Anticipation is a big part 
of the pleasure of gardening, 
and good gardeners are always 
planning ahead. When you 
plant tulip or daffodil bulbs 
in your garden in the fall, you 
can be sure that spring will be 
gorgeous.
 Professional garden de-
signers depend on tulips, daf-
fodils and other spring-flow-
ering bulbs to bring a garden 
quickly to life after the chill of 
winter.

 “I use them as a punch at 
the entrance to a garden, I use 
them in cutting gardens, and 
I really pack them in,” says 
Ginny Duerr, a landscape 
designer in Philadelphia. “It 
wakes people up in spring.”
 When she plants in fall, 
Duerr relies on carefully de-
signed mixtures of colorful 
tulips from ColorBlends, a 
mail-order bulb company that 
specializes in traffic-stopping 
combinations of two, three 
or as many as eight different 
types and colors of tulips.

 Pre-planned combinations 
are just the thing for busy de-
signers and home gardeners 
alike, Duerr says. 
 “I don’t have to think about 
it,” she says. “I don’t have to 
sift through three catalogs — 
it’s all in the bag.” 
 ColorBlends is one of sev-
eral companies that offer these 
foolproof mixtures. Some are 
designed to deliver a burst 
of color all at once in spring. 
Others offer a succession of 
subtly changing bloom that 
continues for weeks in cool 

spring temperatures. 
 Janie McCabe, owner of 
M.J. McCabe Garden Design 
in Northford, Conn., likes to 
place her spring-bulb plant-
ings against the deep green 
backdrop of evergreen shrubs 
around a home’s foundations. 
 “I try to stage it so there’s 
always something in bloom 
from early March right 
through to mid-July,” she 
says. 
 Little bulbs, such as scilla 
and chionodoxa, are the first 
to bloom in her designs, fol-

lowed by daffodils, with an 
eye-popping crescendo of 
bright tulips. As the tulips 
fade, dramatic alliums stand 
tall among emerging perenni-
als in a flowerbed and carry the 
spring-bulb season through to 
early summer.
 Almost 25 percent of Mc-
Cabe’s business consists of 
planting spring-flowering 
bulbs for clients every fall. 
 “I tell my clients that it’s 
really important to incorpo-

SEE spring planning | 21

at home
It’s not too early to start planning for spring

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe Follow Us
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

 European Country Living � 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   TEL (703) 778-4172   OnLinE ShopECL.com

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIALADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

homE of thE WEEK

 This property is one of Old Town’s 
more distinctive residences, and is just 
two blocks off of historic King Street. 
This detached brick Victorian home 
sits back from the street behind an or-
namental iron gate that is surrounded 
by walled gardens. 
 Notable architectural features in-
clude a turret, unique stained glass pan-

els over the front windows, a curved 
staircase with hand carved balusters, 
10-foot ceilings with original moldings 
and hardwood floors with inlay. 
 A double-sided marble-surrounded 
fireplace can be enjoyed in both the 
living room and library, while beveled 
glass doors connect the formal dining 
room with adjoining sunroom that of-

fers access to the garden and patio. 
 The upper level, which can be ac-
cessed by an elevator, has four bed-
rooms including the master suite 
with en suite bath and dressing room. 
A spiral staircase then takes you 
to the spacious finished third lev-
el with a walk-in closet and under  
eve storage.

A unique detached home in the heart of Old Town

At a glance:
Location: 512 Duke St.,  
Alexandria, VA 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Year built: 1830
bedrooms: 4

baths: 3 Full
Parking: 1 Garage, 1 off-street
Living Area: Approximately  
3,200 square feet finished
Contact: Christine Garner,  
Weichert Realtors Old Town Office,  
703-587-4855, cghomes@hotmail.com

photo/d.s. creative group 
This distinctive brick Victorian features an 
attached garage and elevator.
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 Like any newly-minted 
20-year-old, Ten Thousand Vil-
lages wants to celebrate this mile-
stone. On October 17 they will do 
just that by hosting a public birth-
day party complete with food, 
drink and prizes. 
 “It’s really our way of thank-
ing our loyal customers here in 
Alexandria, whose consistent 
patronage over the last 20 years 
has made our success possible,” 
said the store’s executive director 
Kate McMahon.
 Since 1994, the fair trade re-
tailer has been a fixture on King 
Street, and McMahon believes 
Alexandrians have made the store 
their preferred choice for fairly 
traded gifts, home decorations 
and other accessories.
 “Conscientious shoppers in 
our region want more than a beau-
tifully made, one-of-a-kind gift or 
object for their home,” she said. 
“They want to be certain that the 
person who made that object got a 
fair wage for his or her work, and 
that nobody was exploited just to 

bring the cost down.”
 Environmental sustainability 
and gender equality also are key 
aspects of fair trade, as such en-
terprises thrive even in countries 
where women traditionally are in 
the lowest section of society. Of-
ten, fair trade can flourish in those 
countries, with women contribut-
ing as much as their husbands in 
financial terms.
 Fair trade is becoming as la-
beled well known in our region 
as goods labeled “organic” or 
“sustainable.” In fact, city coun-
cil designated Alexandria as a 
fair trade town at a meeting last 
month, an accomplishment Mc-
Mahon takes great pride in. 
 “The designation was a won-
derful validation of a two-year 
process, the product of a truly 
dedicated and hardworking group 
of citizens and business leaders, 
especially our chairwoman, Ariel 
Bramble, who always kept us fo-
cused and on task,” she said. 
 Being designated a fair trade 
town means that many local re-

tailers carry fair trade products, 
and that City Hall is committed 
to seeking out a fair trade option 
when making purchases. 
 “It was nice being the only 
fair trade option in town for many 
years,” McMahon added. “But 
when it comes to making sure ar-
tisans and farmers get paid a liv-
ing wage, we say, ‘The more the 
merrier!’”  
 And they will certainly be 
merry on October 17, McMahon 
promises. Festivities begin at 6 
p.m., and will feature a fair trade 
wine tasting, cuisine from many 
of the countries represented at the 
store, a silent auction, door priz-
es, coupons and more. 

Ten Thousand Villages
915 King St.

Open Monday through Saturday  
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Sundays noon 

to 6 p.m. For more informa-
tion about the 20th anniversary 

party, call 703-684-1435 or visit 
their website at www.alexandria.

tenthousandvillages.com.

To feature your business in   

Shop Around  
the Corner

Call Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001. 

Ten Thousand Villages Turns 20!
Shop Around the Corner a special advertising feature of the alexandria times

WOODROW WILSON BRIDGE 
HALF MARATHON This run treats 
runners to more than eight miles of the 
scenic George Washington Memorial 
Parkway to the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. 
This race benefits several non-profit 
organizations and is supported by vari-
ous local and national running, civic and 
business organizations. Registration to 
race is $105.
Time: 7 a.m.
Location: Begins at George Wash-
ington’s Mount Vernon, 3200 George 
Washington Memorial Highway.
Information: www.wilsonbridgehalf.
com

october 6-9

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS 
WEEK The second mental health 
awareness week to commemorate the 
51st anniversary of the Community 
Mental Health Act. The issues to be 
discussed include suicide prevention, 
hoarding, the causes and treatment 
of PTSD and how living with a chronic 
illness or a physical disability can affect 

mental health.
Time: Various.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 5005 
Duke St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
dchs

october 6

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first of 
two sessions in which people can learn 
how to give initial help to someone show-
ing signs of a mental illness or mental 
health crisis. Registration is free, with 
space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

october 7

THROUGH THE EYES (AND 
PEN) OF JULIA WILBUR As part 
of Virginia Archaeology Month, Paula 
Whitacre tells the story of abolitionist 
Julia Wilbur through her diaries, letters, 
and other writings and photos. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Morrison House Hotel, 116 

S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

october 8

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

LECTURE: “WHOM CAN WE 
TRUST NOW?” Professor Peter 
Henriques will discuss George Washing-
ton’s relationship with General Benedict 
Arnold and show how Washington 
responded to his treason, its aftermath 
and offer insights into his leadership and 
character.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern

october 9-november 20

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
BAND CHAMBER SERIES A 
weekly free concert by the U.S. Air Force 
Band, featuring a variety of ensembles 
and pieces every Thursday evening.
Time: 8 to 9.30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.usafband.af.mil

october 10

URBAN ASPECT The opening night 
of the new art exhibition “Urban Aspect”, 
made up of hundreds of entries from 
across the globe that touch on the vari-
ous themes of urban life. The opening 
reception will have several artists in 
attendance and admission is free.
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Principle Gallery, 208 King St.
Information: www.principlegallery.
com/alexandria

october 11

FAMILY DIG DAY Help city archae-
ologists and students from the George 
Washington University field school 
screen excavate soil from a real dig on 

the grounds of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. Tickets cost 
$5, reservations required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov.

ROCK & STROLL TO END 
HOMELESSNESS A 10k and 5k run 
to raise awareness and funds for non-
profits serving the homeless. The race is 
followed by community events featuring 
musical entertainment, demonstrations, 
lessons, food and children’s activities.
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: www.rockandstroll.net

APOTHECARY OPEN HOUSE In 
recognition of October’s designation as 
National Pharmacy Month, the Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum will 
host an open house, where visitors can 
enjoy free tours.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: www.apothecarymu-
seum.org

calEndar 
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To the editor:
 On September 4 the plan-
ning commission (later fol-
lowed by city council) af-
firmed that the city’s property 
acquisitions and transfers are 
consistent with the City of Al-
exandria’s master plan pursu-
ant to the city charter. While 
it is no shock that the city is 
conforming to its bureaucratic 
rules, it is surprising that we 
have arrived at this juncture. 
 For years, the city focused 
on creating a continuous 
walkway along the waterfront, 
and that proposal and how it 
would be implemented was 

the topic of many community 
meetings. A continuous walk-
way was offered by Old Do-
minion Boat Club and could 
have been obtained for a mere 
fraction of the $5 million in 
taxpayer dollars the city has 
committed to spend to build 
the group’s new clubhouse.  
 Instead, this city council 
heavy-handily engaged in 
secret negotiations over a 90-
day period and reached a deal 
that now costs taxpayers mil-
lions. What did this agreement 
net? For the waterfront to have 
yet another park? To have an 
ice skating rink that will be us-

able for only a few months out 
of the year with high mainte-
nance costs? Who in the com-
munity agreed to that?
 Along the way, they gave 
away one of the crown jewels 
of the waterfront: the pier in 
front of the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center. 
 What city residents origi-
nally were told was going 
to be a walkway has now 
morphed into another debt the 
city cannot afford and we, as 
residents, will have to pay.

- David Beck
Alexandria

our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your Views

 The announcement this week that the city’s “Extraordinary 
Alexandria” advertising campaign has been a smashing success 
was affirming — but no huge surprise. 
 A market research firm determined that, for every dollar 
spent on advertising in 2013, visitors spent about $171 in Al-
exandria restaurants and shops. In addition, each advertising 
dollar spent generated about $6 in tax revenue, up $2 in just 
four years. This is good news for the city. It is also good news 
for advertising in general, and for newspapers like ours.
 We all know what a wonderful city we live in, but a multi-
faceted marketing and advertising campaign was necessary to 
let others know about our jewel of a home. The public relations 
component is important because potential tourists respond well 
to feature stories and editorial content. The advertising compo-
nent is equally significant, as paid ads give underwriters control 
of the message and guaranteed exposure.
 In addition to Alexandria’s historical draw, the “Extraor-
dinary Alexandria” campaign highlights our emergence as an 
arts and dining destination. Rather than being in Washington’s 
shadow, Alexandria is recognized — rightfully — as a destina-
tion in its own right.
 The “Extraordinary Alexandria” campaign contains the key 
elements of a successful advertising campaign:
• A clear product is being sold: In the case of the “Extraor-
dinary Alexandria” campaign, it is our city. In the case of a lo-
cal restaurant, it is their food, drink and atmosphere. In the case 
of a real estate company, it is the firm, individual realtors and 
specific property listings.
• The product is well branded: The “Extraordinary Alexan-
dria” logo jumps out at the reader, as do successful company 
and restaurant logos.
• The product has quality and meets a need: No amount of 
advertising can overcome a poor, useless product.
• A multifaceted advertising approach is used: In the 21st 
century that should include digital/Internet, public relations and 
print advertising. 
• Multiple touches are needed: There is debate in the ad-
vertising industry as to how many touches are required to win 
over a potential customer. On an impulse buy, possibly only 
one. Most, however, think five to seven touches are needed to 
imprint the brand and product on those who see the advertising 
material.
 The Alexandria Convention and Visitors Association cam-
paign was so successful in part because they partnered with 
the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce, Alexandria Economic 
Development Partnership and the Alexandria Small Business 
Development Center to market Alexandria to people in other 
locations. At the same time, they also successfully marketed 
events in Alexandria to our city’s residents — things like side-
walk sales, art festivals, restaurant weeks, holiday shopping 
and more.
 According to Wikipedia, there are around 20 places known 
as Alexandria across the United States and even more around 
the world. But there is only one “Extraordinary Alexandria,” 
and it is right here in Virginia.

Advertising still works

City Hall’s waterfront land swap 
remains a bad deal for taxpayers
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To the editor:
 Congratulations to the 
Alexandria Police Depart-
ment, the Alexandria Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s 
Office, the FBI, Virginia 
State Police and all of the 
region’s law enforcement 
partners for their diligence, 

tenacity, hard work and in-
vestigative brilliance that 
culminated in the indict-
ment of Charles Severance 
for the murders of Nancy 
Dunning, Ron Kirby and 
Ruthanne Lodato. 
 My thoughts and 
prayers are with the fami-

lies and friends of these 
three distinguished Alex-
andrians. They waited pa-
tiently and courageously 
for this to happen.

- David P. Baker
Former Alexandria  

Chief of Police

To the editor:
 Is fiscal restraint a 
virtue the representatives 
we elected to city coun-
cil can achieve? After 
reading in the Alexandria 
Times about their many 
ambitions, the latest pub-
lic palace of Jefferson-
Houston School and their 
glee that a continuous 
waterfront is now within 
spitting distance, I can’t 
help but wonder who is in 
charge: them or us?
 The latest school 
building cost $45 million. 
The waterfront property 
acquisitions have cost $8 
million so far. Add these 
hefty sums to the millions 
spent to construct the po-
lice department’s palace 
in the West End, the city 
high school and to operate 
a perpetual money-losing 
transportation system of 
bikes and buses, and be-
fore you know it, we’re 
talking real money.
 Since it’s not their 
money, you would think 
our city councilors would 
be ultra-cautious about 
spending anything be-
yond what’s required for 
maintaining existing in-
frastructure and paying 
city employees. Nope. 
Instead, year after year, 
they have saddled taxpay-

ers with projects that cost 
millions of dollars and are 
all paid for with borrowed 
money, a debt made more 
costly because it must be 
repaid with interest.
 Where are these city 
councilors getting their 
guidance to spend these 
enormous sums of mon-
ey? Did the public decide 
that a continuous water-
front was necessary? Did 
the public decide that 
building an incredibly 
expensive school is go-
ing to make its students 
smarter? Or that the po-
lice department needs an 
enormous headquarters? 
Or that another Metro 
stop is essential? 
 On the other hand, 
maybe the taxpayers don’t 
care.
 But the question is 
easily answered. The 
simple, very democratic 
solution is to poll public 
appetite for costly proj-

ects. Do this by putting a 
lid on what the city coun-
cil can spend for any new 
project: Let’s say $15 
million. For example, if 
our city councilors have 
a vision to create a wa-
terfront paved with gold 
and the projected cost of 
that proposal exceeds $15 
million, then they could 
commit this money only 
after a public referendum 
approved the project.
 Surely, the elected, all-
Democratic city council-
ors would welcome hav-
ing the public they serve 
giving them the spend-
ing guidance they need? 
Without any, they are go-
ing to keep using the same 
tactic all politicians use to 
stay in office: spend your 
future money for your 
current vote.

- Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

Local and national lawmen 
deserve our accolades 

We need citywide referendums 
on costly public projects

the simple, very democratic 
solution is to poll public 

appetite for costly projects. do this by 
putting a lid on what the city council 
can spend for any new project.”

Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 Our schools are safe, but it al-
ways is good to review the emer-
gency procedures we have in place 
as students return to class. 
 Alexandria City Public 
Schools works with the city’s safe-
ty providers — local police, fire 
officials and other first responders 
— to keep our students and staff 
safe every day. Our buildings are 
as safe as we can make 
them, because we have 
developed security pro-
tocols and trained staff 
members to react prop-
erly to various types of 
incidents. 
 In the event of an 
emergency, the best 
thing you can do is sign 
up for the eNews Alert Message 
system (www.alexandriava.gov/
enews) to receive up-to-date in-
formation and trust that our staff 
and the city’s emergency respond-
ers are well trained to take care of 
your children. 
 We all play a critical role in 
school safety. Open communica-
tion between you and your child’s 
school is critical to the safety and 
well being of our students. Let 
us know if you have a concern 
or question about the policies the 
school has in place or your child’s 
personal safety. 
 Remain observant and let 
school officials know if you see 
or hear anything that makes you 
uncomfortable, nervous or fright-
ened. You can provide important 
details that may prevent an in-
cident while contributing to the 
overall strength of our security 
program.
 Incidents in our community 
or our schools can be complex. 
Talking to your child can be chal-
lenging. Any conversation with a 
student must be developmentally 
appropriate. You know your chil-
dren best, so think about how they 
will absorb what might be difficult 
information. 
 Younger children respond well 

to composure by adults and un-
complicated examples of school 
safety. Older children may have 
more information available to 
them about an upsetting event. 
Those with social media accounts 
may have more access to the de-
tails that surround it. Openly dis-
cuss any issues that come up and 
highlight the efforts of school and 

community leaders to 
provide safe schools. 
 Also, remind your 
children to contribute 
to safe schools by fol-
lowing school rules and 
reporting anything that 
does not seem right.
 The staff of the  pub-
lic school district contin-

ually reviews and strengthens its 
emergency communications. Our 
staffers have developed guidelines 
for parents and guardians that de-
scribe how to prepare and what to 
do during an emergency as well as 
how to get information afterward.
 After an emergency, the best 
way for students and staff mem-
bers to recover is to return to their 
normal school routines. These help 
establish a sense of composure and 
confidence in their learning envi-
ronment. 
 But we know that not all stu-
dents can make the transition back 
to a normal routine. This is why 
counseling and psychological ser-
vices are available for students and 
families.
 During an emergency, remem-
ber that your child’s teacher is 
there with them and you can trust 
that they are prepared. You also 
can trust that the schools are work-
ing together with the city to protect 
students and communicate with 
parents as quickly as possible. 
 We are fortunate to live in a 
community where coordination 
between the schools and the city is 
strong.

The writer is the chairwoman of 
the Alexandria School Board.

Your child is safe in our hands

Karen Graf
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ne of the major developments 
of the American Civil War was 
the rise of photography and the 

unprecedented view of the battlefield it 
offered civilians.
 Photography was in its infancy when 
the war began. The practice of refining 
and publicly distributing intensely realis-
tic images of death and carnage did away 
with the myths of heroism and romance 
that were formerly associated with the 
battlefield.  
 Along with advances in weaponry and 
military tactics, the Civil War also saw 
progress in the areas of battlefield medi-
cine and sanitation, which was prompted 
by the overwhelming reaction to horrific 
photographs displayed far from the fields 
of conflict.
  At the war’s start, there were few pro-
fessional photographers at the battlefront. 
This was because of the difficulty of 
transporting large pieces of heavy equip-
ment and unstable chemicals before re-
cording and immediately developing the 
images in cramped, unsafe conditions.  
 But an American public ravenous for 
their work rewarded photographers who 
made the effort, such as Matthew Brady 
and Timothy O’Sullivan. For the first 
time, news of battle was supplemented 
by precise visual references, which had a 
profound influence over each side’s mo-
rale.
  Although primarily known as a land-
scape painter before the war, a major 
photographer to emerge during this pe-
riod was Andrew Joseph Russell. A New 
Yorker, he had created artistic works for 
the Union’s recruitment efforts.  

 In 1862, Russell enlisted in the Union 
Army as part of the 141st New York 
Volunteer Regiment and quickly found 
himself in Virginia. He soon became 
fascinated by the advancing art of pho-
tography and paid $300 to an associate 
in Brady’s studio, Egbert Guy Fowx, to 
teach him the dangerous collodion wet-
plate process that was standard at the 
time.  
 Borrowing a camera from Fowx, Rus-
sell began taking photographs of fortifi-
cations, railroads and military assets in 
and around Alexandria. Artistic and de-
tailed, they enabled the viewer to fully 
comprehend the effects of war. Within 
a year, Russell was appointed the offi-
cial military photographer for the Union 
Army, and his photos were soon incorpo-
rated into official reports and records.
  This July 1863 photograph, taken 
early in Russell’s career, captured newly 
bought steam-powered forward fire en-
gines obtained by Union authorities af-
ter the city’s fire equipment was largely 
misused or destroyed during the first 
two years of the war. The engines were 
housed at the U.S. Fire Department 

building, located on the southwest cor-
ner of the intersection of Princess and 
North Lee streets. One of the magnificent 
pumpers still is owned and maintained by 
the Alexandria Fire Department.
  In the weeks ahead, this column will 
continue to focus on Russell and his 
amazing photographic legacy of Civil 
War Alexandria.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic Alexandria.

oUt of thE attic

A view of war

photo/city of alexandria

Allen Muchnick writes:
How sad that the Alexandria Times 
keeps publishing such illogical rants 
to generate controversies and divi-
sions. All sorts of people bike, walk 
and drive, and users of each mode are 
often inconsiderate and law bending 
(or breaking). Bicycle facilities are 
not intended for existing bicyclists 
but to promote bicycling among 
those who don’t currently ride bikes 
and to make our streets more equi-
table and sustainable.
 Why doesn’t the city close streets 
to motorized traffic and eliminate 
free on-street parking because nearly 
all motorists regularly exceed the 
posted speed limit and many drive 
distracted, run red lights, fail to sig-
nal their turns and [refuse to] yield to 
crossing pedestrians?

In response to  
In response to “Withold 
taxpayer-funded bicycle 
facilities until cyclists obey 
traffic laws,” September 25:O

Weekly poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Should lower Old Town near the planned Carr Hotel  
be designated as a resident-only parking area? 

51% No.

49% Yes.

This Week  
What should the future hold for the Old Town Theater?

108 votes

from thE WEB
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A. It should remain an arts venue. 
b. It should become a retail outlet.
C. It should become a restaurant. 
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rate bulbs” in their gardens, 
she says. “It will give you the 
oomph you need in spring.” 
 She doesn’t tell them how 
much they should spend, but 
just says, “We have an oppor-
tunity here.” She recommends 
planting hundreds of bulbs, 
which, including planting, 
costs around $400 to $500; 
some clients spend $1,000 or 
more. These are designer pric-
es, she says; to save money, 
plant the bulbs yourself — but 
don’t skimp on the number of 
bulbs.
 McCabe and her landscap-
ing crews make quick work of 
planting thousands of spring-
flowering bulbs every fall. 
They use sturdy trowels:
 “Wiggle it back and forth, 
slip the bulbs in — we can do 
100 tulips in 15 minutes,” she 
says. 
 Each bulb is planted about 
8 inches deep.
 For a sharply tailored look, 
start your planning with a col-
or scheme, says Kathy Simp-
son, owner of KMS Gardens 
and Design in Chicago. Simp-
son loves bright colors, and 
she likes combinations that 
emphasize pink, orange, red 
and purple. 
 “I also key off of other 
plants that will be in bloom 
when the bulbs bloom,” she 
says. She chooses purple tu-
lips for plantings under red-
bud trees, for example.
 For her clients in the city, 
Simpson plants tulips and 
other bulbs in the parkway 
(between the sidewalk and the 
street) and, in front gardens, 
packs 200 to 500 bulbs into 
raised beds, in front of hedges 
and around shrubs. The bulbs 
are planted almost shoulder-
to-shoulder in patches, but, 
she says, “I’m not lining 
things up in rows. I scatter the 
bulbs. They look more natural 
that way.”
 To discourage rabbits, she 
includes daffodils in her de-
signs because rabbits stay 
away from tulips planted 
among daffodils.

 Simpson used to invent 
her own combinations of 
spring bulbs, matching colors, 
heights and bloom times for 
a splashy show, but she now 
relies on the expertly choreo-
graphed combinations from 
ColorBlends. She includes 
small bulbs, such as species 
tulips and little grape hya-
cinths, for early color. 
 “My goal is to have as long 
a season of bloom as pos-

sible,” she says. Sometimes 
the color scheme changes 
from pale to dark over several 
weeks of bloom. Some com-
binations are playful mixtures 
of complementary colors.
 “That’s the biggest thing 
for me: color,” she says. “I like 
groupings, and I like little vi-
gnettes, but other than that, it’s 
one of the beauties of bulbs —
you can’t do much to them that 
is not going to look good.”

spring planning 

FROM | 16

Indoor Storage – del ray

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

photo/colorBlends 
Go ahead and plant tulips really close together for a spectacular dis-
play in spring. Some can’t-miss collections of tulips — such as Black 
Tie, a mix of sparkling white and deep maroon tulips — are designed 
to bloom together, to spectacular effect. Other pre-planned mixtures 
bloom over several weeks. 

photo/colorBlends 
Sherbet is the name of a ColorBlends combination of peach-pink and 
soft violet tulips. Plant combinations of bulbs right by the front door, so 
you can enjoy them as you come and go, or plant them where you can 
see them from your kitchen window. 

We work with clients to plan their financial future,  
implement their financial plan, and achieve their  

life goals. Our goal is your success.

Offices in Old Town Alexandria

Call us today to schedule your free 1 hour consultation 

118 N. Alfred St. • Alexandria, VA 22314 • 434-977-1550
www.ODCM.com
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ACrOSS
1 Big blowout
5 Far from finely ground
11 Poseidon’s call
14 Baby bird of prey
19 Colored part of the eye
20 High monks
21 Emulate a kangaroo
22 Egyptian capital
23 Ripped
24 The worst player wins it
26 Statistical predictor
27 Ones spewing silly talk
29  Without partiality, as a 

judge
31 One of the inn crowd
32 Angry Birds, for one
34 Franklin or potbelly
35 Glamour magazine kin
38 “SNL” offering
40 Friendly quality
44 Scandinavian war god
45  Part of a femme fatale’s 

outfit
50 “Eureka!” alternative
51 Places to gambol
52 Volcano’s shape
53 Moving company’s fleet
54 Greeting from Down Under
55 A lot of pounds
56 Barnes & Noble, and others
60  Ryan of “The Beverly  

Hillbillies”
61 Formicaries
63 Feature of some skirts
64 Enjoys a bubble bath
65 In the ‘40s, many were big
66 Cold comparison
67  Seat-of-the-pants  

performance
69 Judgment payout
71 Shrek’s love
72  Those who transfer property 

ownership
75  Part-time employees, for 

short

76  Returned to where it came 
from, in a way

78 Gasp of delight
79 Cons’ opposites
80 First king of Israel
81 Make booties
82 French clergyman
83 “Long ___ ...”
84 Credits
88 Supermarket offering
89 Of inferior workmanship
91 Emergency vehicle’s alert
92 Jogs, to a horse
93 Ran at a red light
96 Chromosome pt.
97 PC character set
100  Unit in measuring  

population density
104 Lack of interest
108 A moving crowd
109 Speakeasy supplier
112 Shaving gel additive
113 Altar locales
114 Tokyo before it was Tokyo
115  Garfield’s girlfriend in the 

comics
116 “Apollo 13” grp.
117 Some impact sounds
118 Artist’s agent, informally
119 Matched up
120 Click with the fingers

DOWN
1 Hit with the forehead
2 State under oath
3  “Buona ___” (Italian  

greeting)
4 Saturday night specials, e.g.
5 Couch potato’s choice
6 Easy-to-carry instruments
7 Cancel, to 116-Across
8 Belonging to actor Lowe?
9 Pig’s place
10 Psychic’s power
11 Blade in prison
12 Seeps
13 All in

14  Like standard music  
notation

15 Hollywood Bros.
16 Told a falsehood
17 Long-winged shore bird
18 Murderous barber Sweeney
25 Do 33-Down again
28 Payable on demand
30 Julia, Gordie and Elias
32 Associate of Tarzan
33 Plant
35  Upper ___ (now Burkina 

Faso)
36 “___ a Grecian Urn”
37 Panda’s dream meal?
38 Child’s winter vehicle
39 Rodless areas of the retina

41 Committed an error
42 Show gratitude toward
43 Helen or Isaac
45 Chide a child
46 Hammers and screwdrivers
47 Contents of some cartridges
48 Red deer
49 “Star Trek” rank (Abbr.)
54  It’s sometimes pulled while 

running
56 Finishes a book?
57 Kind of salt
58 Dress with a flare
59 Bygone Renault auto
60 Placed on Capri
62 Heavenly instruments
66 Garlicky sauces
67 Gum used as thickener
68 Tries to slim down
69 Mythical strongman
70 Step on the scales
71 Lou Gehrig’s number
72 The “A” in A.D.
73 Common sci-fi figure
74 Garage relatives
76 Vampire in flight
77 From the same tree
80 The current fashion
82 Somalia’s citizenry, e.g.
84 Noted Gettysburg event
85 Bathroom fixture, for some
86 Vase with a base
87 It gets hot in a bag
90 Royal headwear
92 Kind of badge, cup or horn
94 Glowing coal
95 The “D” in LED
97 Hot temper
98 Public display of 97-Down
99 Hollowed, as apples
100 Playwright George Bernard
101  19th letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet
102 Bear in the air
103 Aerobatic maneuver
104 Bad-looking fruit?
105 Spirited self-assurance
106 Santa ___, California
107 Kind of tide
110 PC site, perhaps
111 Stat for a pitcher
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last Week’s solution:

obituaries

SARA “SALLY” AHLGREN, of 
Alexandria, September 23, 2014

CHANDAR PARKASH AJMANI, 
of Alexandria, September 26, 
2014

JEAN ROBERTS BURKE, of 
Alexandria, September 24, 2014

ELLEN FAUNTLEROY MORGAN 
FOWLER, of Alexandria, 
September 25, 2014

ROCHELLE SOSNE GLASER, of 
Alexandria, September 26, 2014

LILLIE G. KROUT, of Alexandria, 
September 25, 2014

ROBERT B. MCNEIL, of 
Alexandria, September 26, 2014

LOURDES MECHLING, of 
Alexandria, September 21, 2014

HENRI F. RUSH, of Alexandria, 
September 25, 2014

LUCILLE M. SEETIN, of 
Alexandria, September 23, 2014

Francis W. Leslie, a long time resi-
dent of Alexandria, Va., passed away 
peacefully and unexpectedly on 
September 14, 2014, while visiting 
family in Spokane, Wash.  He was a 
retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel 
and a retired Federal Service em-
ployee.  He is survived by his chil-
dren Thomas, John, William, Robert, 
Anne, and Richard, as well as his 
stepchildren Doug, Neal, Eric, and 
Travis.  A private family service was 
held in Spokane on September 20.  
Eventual interment will take place at 
Arlington National Cemetery.

Francis W. Leslie
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BUsinEss dirEctory

BUsinEss  
dirEctory

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

classifieds

HOME Cleaning Cleaning TrustTrustYou can

703.659.4611
maidbrigade.com

Bonded, Insured & 
Praised!
Eco-Friendly Products   Flexible

  Scheduling

BBB A+ Rating

Charles Coker, CPA   www.cpa-coker.com
Call us today at 703.931.3290

We offer over 30 years of Tax & Accounting expertise 
for your personal and business finances.

� Income tax preparation
� Bookkeeping
� Financial Statements

� Prior year + all 50 states’ taxes
� Respond to IRS letters
� Weekend & evening appts.

home ServiCeS

home ServiCeS

TAx ServiCeS

Advertise your business  
or service.

Contact Kristen essex at  
kessex@alextimes.com

lEgal noticE

lEgal noticE

hElp WantEd

aBc noticE

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS Experienced operators for bulldozer, 
trackhoe, roller, off-road truck needed at Hilltop S&G Landfill Closure on 
Beulah Road in Lorton.  Apply by appointment. Call Superintendent Tommy 
Newman at (205) 438-2068 to arrange interview onsite. Salary commensu-
rate with experience.  T&K Construction is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

                    

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 14-15-020

 
The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public Schools is seek-
ing proposals for Procurement Card Services.

Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 14-15-020 Procurement Card Ser-
vices, will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock Place, 
Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm, October 28, 2014. 
The time of receipt shall be determined by the time clock stamp in the Procure-
ment office. Proposals appropriately received will be opened and the names of 
the firms responding will be read aloud. RFP documents may be obtained at the 
above Procurement Office or by calling 703-619-8043, or by downloading the 
RFP from the ACPS  website at www.acps.k12.va.us, Administration, Financial 
Services, Procurement and General Services – Current Bids and Request for 
Proposals.

All questions must be submitted before 5:00 p.m., October 20, 2014.  If neces-
sary, an addendum will be issued and posted to the ACPS web site.

No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days after the opening of 
proposals except as may be set forth in the RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any or all proposals and 
to waive any informalities in any proposal.

Sharon T. Lewis CPM, CPPB, VCO
Director of Procurement  

& General Services

                           

Alexandria Board  
of Architectural Review

Old & Historic  
Alexandria District

 
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, October 15, 2014 beginning at 7:30 PM 
in Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR2014-00303
Request for alterations at  
101 King St.
APPLICANT: The Lucky Knot by Christine 
Long

CASE BAR2014-0304
Request to partially demolish and capsulate at 
704 S Lee St.
APPLICANT: Thomas & Eileen Schultz
 
CASE BAR2014-0305
Request for alterations at  
704 S Lee St. 
APPLICANT: Thomas & Eileen Schultz 

Other Business
CASE BAR2014-0113
A work session to discuss the proposed develop-
ment project  
at 2 Duke St.
 
Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666.
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109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314
703.549.9292

It’s time for Manager Matt Williams to take  
the Nationals to the World Series...AND

It’s time for Gordon Wood & Chris Hayes to manage  
your real estate transactions...

Wood and Hayes...Bringing ‘Em Home for 25 years!

Chris Hayes
703.944.7737

HomesByHayes.com

Gordon Wood
703.447.6138
GLWbroker.com

2200 Belle Haven Rd  
Belle Haven

5 bedrooms, 5.5 baths 
$1,595,000

AvAilAble

6603 Glassell Court
South Alexandria

4 bedrooms, 2 baths
$398,000

SOlD
709 Kahn Place
Fords Landing

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
$1,445,000

SOlD

1913 Windsor Road
Belle Haven

4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths
$1,395,000

AvAilAble

2014 Scroggins Road
Braddock Heights

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

COMIN
G 

SOON

6503 Potomac Ave B-1
Belle View

1 bedroom, 1 bath
$203,500

SOlD

11532 Ivy Bush
Reston

3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths
$342,000

AvAilAble

626 Oakley Place
Braddock Heights

5 bedrooms, 3 baths
$4,000/mo.

For 

Rent


