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Sending mixed signals
Dominion Virginia benefits 
schools as it weighs 
potentially disruptive 
project in Alexandria

BY ERICH WAGNER

As Dominion Virginia 
Power offi cials consider tear-
ing up local neighborhoods 
for a 230-kilovolt transmis-
sion line, the utility gave back 
to the community Tuesday, 
building an outdoor class-
room for public school stu-
dents. 

Volunteers with the util-
ity cleared out a weed-fi lled 
courtyard at the George Wash-

ington Middle School and in-
stalled benches, a table, po-
dium and gardens. A $9,550 
grant awarded to Alexan-
dria City Public Schools last 
month includes the materials 
for the project and a ready-
made curriculum for teachers. 
Another $3,500 is slated for a 
garden, shed and solar panels 
at Jefferson-Houston School.

Principal Jesse Mazur 
said the outdoor classroom 
provides students with new 
opportunities to learn in a 
hands-on way.

“Just to get to go outside, 
that change in environment 
adds a vitality to learning,” 

Mazur said. “A dynamic en-
vironment with multiple sta-
tions will highlight the vari-
ety of our curriculum. They 
can learn about water qual-
ity, soil issues … It adds a 
hands-on element, an authen-
tic quality to standard learn-
ing that can’t be created in an 
artifi cial environment.”

Marty Obaker, a volun-
teer with Dominion, called it 
a pleasure just to be able to 
provide students with a an-
other avenue for learning.

“It’s an outdoor class-
room, it just allows teachers 

Ebbin: Gay rights fight not 
over with marriage decision
Lawmaker continues 
struggle against LGBT 
discrimination 

BY ERICH WAGNER

Throughout state Sen. 
Adam Ebbin’s decade-long 
tenure in Richmond, the open-
ly gay lawmaker focused on 
securing equality for LGBT 
Virginians.

Until last week, that meant 
pushing for the repeal of the 
commonwealth’s ban on 
same-sex marriages. But with 
the U.S. Supreme Court effec-
tively legalizing such unions, 
the senator from Del Ray is 
determined to install broad 
protections against discrimi-
nation of LGBT residents.

“It’s exciting and I’ve had 

to remind myself that this is 
not routine,” Ebbin said of 
last week’s landmark deci-

sion by the Supreme Court. 
“The way the courts have 
been moving, ever since [the 
Defense of Marriage Act] was 
repealed, the process seems 
routine. But it’s an amazing 
step forward.”

That “amazing step for-
ward” echoed across the na-
tion. Rather than accept 
appeals of lower courts’ deci-
sions striking down gay mar-
riage bans in states like Vir-
ginia, the Supreme Court 
decided against taking up the 
issue. 

As in the commonwealth, 
same-sex couples in Indiana, 
Oklahoma, Utah and Wis-
consin now could head to a 
courthouse and receive le-
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State Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30), 
the fi rst openly gay member of 
the Virginia General Assembly, 
celebrated the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision effectively le-
galizing gay marriage in the 
commonwealth, but said there 
is still work to be done to pre-
vent discrimination against 
LGBT Virginians.

PHOTOS/LAURA SIKES

GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT Three-year-old Elias Ca-
ter (top) pulls a wagon at the pumpkin patch at Immanuel 
Church-on-the-Hill along Seminary Road earlier this month. 
The youngster, who attends Valley Drive Cooperative Pre-
school, stopped after class to see the pumpkins with his 
mother, Anita Cater of Del Ray. Annie Kern (below) puts the 
fi nishing touches on her fall decorations at her home on 
King Street. Kern, who works with a children’s program at 
her church, bought 60 small pumpkins.
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Unique op-
portunity to 
own a prop-
erty on one of 
Old Town’s 
more presti-
gious blocks 
with a dou-
ble lot. Circa 
1898 this 5 
bedroom 4 
bath Federal 

style brick home 1 block off KingSt. has approx 5,200 sq ft 
of living space on a 4,500 sq ft double lot. Spacious rooms, 
high ceilings, original wood hardwood floors, 3 fireplaces, 
side porch and sunroom. Two staircases to access upper 
level with 5 bedrooms and 3 baths including the Master en 
suite bath, fireplace and side porch.

Classic 4 bedroom, 2.55 
bath brick colonial with 

heart of Rosemont. Ide-
ally located just a few 
blocks from King St. 
METRO, shops and 
restaurants in Old Town. 

both with access to an inviting screened-in side porch. Kitchen 
with island and breakfast bar has ample counter and cabinet 
space with access to the driveway for easy unloading. Main 

level with 3 bedrooms including the Master suite with fabu-
lous new bath. Finished walk-up attic with 4th bedroom and 

This elegant 4 bed-
room, 3.5 bath brick 
colonial with an at-
tached 2 car garage 
was designed for 
graceful entertaining 
and comfortable liv-
ing. A two level foy-

er welcome you to the living room with French doors to a 
study. Formal dining room with adjacent Butler’s Pantry and 
wet bar. Fabulous great room boasts a gourmet kitchen with 
center island, casual dining area and family room with gas 

cluding the spacious Owner’s suite with luxury bath and 2 

has 9’+ ceilings, roughed in bath and walk out stairs ideal for 
future expansion. Professionally landscaped yard with stone 
retaining walls, large patio and brick walkways.
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$1,150,000 

ROSEMONT

OLD TOWN

$2,100,000 - Double Lot

SOLD
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TAKE A 
JOURNEY TO 
CHEESETOPIA  
AND DISCOVER 
THE MANY 
TASTES OF 
GOURMET 
CHEESE!
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THE ULTIMATE CHEESE TASTING

ALEXANDRIA, VA
600 Frankl in Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
703.549.6611

MCLEAN, VA
6655 Old Dominion Drive
McLean, VA 22101
703.448.3828

BETHESDA, MD
10323 Old Georgetown Rd
Bethesda, MD 20814
301.564.3100 www.balduccis.com

INDULGENT DEMOS
& TASTINGS

SPEED PAIRING AND
PLATING CLASSES

RENOWNED, LOCAL 
TASTEMAKERS

LEARN THE CRAFTSMANSHIP
OF MAKING CHEESE

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 18
2:00-5:00
•

•

•

•

Eco-friendly efforts earn city statewide honors
City Hall once again is get-

ting recognition for its environ-
mental sustainability efforts.

For the the seventh con-
secutive year, the City of Al-
exandria earned the Virginia 
Municipal League’s highest 
level of achievement — the 
platinum-level certifi cation 
— as part of the organiza-
tion’s go green government 
challenge.

Alexandria’s efforts gar-
nered more than 175 points 
out of 200 possible. Points 
are based on policies promot-
ing environmentally-friend-
ly initiatives that lower car-
bon emissions as well as more 
concrete actions. 

For example, City Hall’s 

embrace of Capital Bikeshare, 
adoption of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s weatheriza-
tion innovation pilot program 

and launch of local composting 
efforts factored into the honor.

- Derrick Perkins

FILE PHOTO

Initiatives like Capital Bikeshare, a regional program that encour-
ages tourists, commuters and others to ditch their automobiles, 
played a key role in Alexandria’s earning the Virginia Municipal 
League’s platinum-level certifi cation again this year. 

Blaze underscores importance of smoke detectors
Fire offi cials say the com-

bination of a smoke detector 
and sprinkler system saved 
the life of an Old Town resi-
dent last weekend. 

The blaze began about 
8:44 p.m. after the occupant of 
a two-bedroom apartment at 
805 N. Patrick St. fell asleep 
while frying chicken. An un-
attended frying pan caught 
fi re and quickly engulfed the 
kitchen cabinets, offi cials said.

The occupant, who au-
thorities did not describe in 
any more detail, awoke in a 

rear bedroom to the shrill cry 
of a smoke detector. After 
seeing how far the blaze had 
spread — smoke and fi re cut 
off access to the front door — 
escaped through a fi rst fl oor 
window and dialed 911.

In the meantime, the build-
ing’s sprinkler system came 
to life, extinguishing the fi re 
and containing the damage to 
the apartment, offi cials said. 
Both of the apartment’s oc-
cupants — one was out at the 
time — are receiving tempo-
rary housing from the Amer-

ican Red Cross. 
Alexandria Fire Chief 

Robert Dubé is holding the 
incident up as an example of 
preparedness. The fi re broke 
out in the fi nal hours of Na-
tional Fire Prevention week, 
which this year emphasized 
the importance of working 
smoke detectors. 

The circumstances sur-
rounding Saturday’s blaze 
drove home that message, 
Dubé said.

- Derrick Perkins

Fletcher departs City Hall for federal agency
The Feds last week 

scooped up a high-ranking — 
but relatively new — member 
of City Hall.

A. Jerome Fletcher II, spe-
cial assistant to the city man-
ager, took up the U.S. Gener-
al Services Administrations 
offer to join their roster as an 
associate administer in the of-
fi ce of small business admin-
istration. He joined City Hall 
in 2012.

“Jerome has been an indis-

pensable asset to our organi-
zation, and to me,” said City 
Manager Rashad Young, in 
a statement. “He has helped 
ensure service excellence for 
our customers and promoted 
an engaged community.”

Fletcher leads the city’s 
offi ce of civic and commu-
nication. The post includes 
monitoring Alexandria’s cus-
tomer service efforts and put 
him in position to help craft 
the city’s civic engagement 

handbook.
“I have truly enjoyed my 

time here in Alexandria, cre-
ating many lifelong profes-
sional and personal rela-
tionships,” said Fletcher in 
a statement. “I’m proud of 
the work we’ve done togeth-
er, and will cherish the peo-
ple here.”

Fletcher’s resignation is 
effective Friday.

- Derrick Perkins
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Send us a photo of your favorite dog of Alexandria!
#ALXPhotoTimes or send to promotions@alextimes.com

Alexandria Times October Photo Contest

Interested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001  
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more infornation!

October photo contest 
sponsored by: 

PHOTO BY  
MARIA BELEN

* Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

Source: raidsonline.com

The following incidents occurred between October 8 and October 15.
POLICE BEAT

11 4 3THEFTS DRUG 
CRIMES ASSAULTS

5 2 2
VEHICLE 
THEFTS ROBBERIES SEXUAL 

OFFENSES

2 1BURGLARIES AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULT

Gammes  Food  Vendors 
Live Entertainment with 

The Great Zucchini 

SATTURDAY, OCTOBER 18th  
110AM-3PM 

  

2400  Russell  Road, Alexandria 

OOpenn too thee Publicc 

S h

dria24

INDOOR STORAGE – DEL RAY

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

Police solve cold case
Willie Smith charged 
with killing fugitive 
from justice in 2009

BY DERRICK PERKINS

City police say they closed 
the book on an unsolved mur-
der case Tuesday, accusing an 
incarcerated man of slaying a 
fugitive from justice in 2009.

Authorities said Willie 
Smith, who is imprisoned at 
the Greensville Correction-
al Facility, stabbed Michael 
James Horton to death on the 
600 block of N. Payne St. in 
the evening of June 18. The 
death angered and alarmed 
the neighborhood, which 
was the scene of nine homi-
cides in the years leading up 
to Horton’s murder, accord-
ing to media accounts at the 
time.

Though police initial-
ly released few details about 
the slaying, authorities said 
Tuesday that Smith knew 
the 45-year-old Pennsylvania 
man from past dealings. The 
two had a disagreement the 
night Horton died, said Crys-

tal Nosal, spokeswoman for 
the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment.

She did not specify what 
led up to the argument. But 
the spat ended with Horton 
on the ground, suffering from 
several stab wounds. 

At the time of his death, 
Horton was sought by the U.S. 
Marshals for possession of co-
caine and burglary. A want-
ed poster described him as 
an armed and dangerous drug 
user, thought to possess multi-
ple aliases, according to a 2009 
article published in the Times.

Though police offi cials 
promptly released a photo-
graph of Horton — in the 
hopes of uncovering more 
clues — the investigation 
stalled until recently, when 
detectives interviewed peo-
ple involved in the incident 
again. While Nosal would 
not release any details, they 
offered up new information, 
enough to get a fi rst degree 
murder indictment.

Police originally suspect-
ed Smith played a role in the 
fatal stabbing, she said. He is 

incarcerated for an abduction 
and robbery in Fairfax Coun-
ty in 2009.

“He was looked at — at 
the time — and at this point 
we have enough to get an in-
dictment,” Nosal said. “From 
[these] statements, we had 
enough to go to the grand 
jury.”

Police Chief Earl Cook 
celebrated the case’s con-
clusion Tuesday, calling it a 
meaningful victory for his de-
tectives.

“We do not have the nec-
essary resources for a full-
time cold case unit,” he said 
in a statement. “Our detec-
tives carry a full case load 
and they investigate these 
cold cases in addition to their 
normal duties because of their 
commitment to the families 
of the victims. I am extreme-
ly proud of the hard work and 
dedication that allowed us to 
bring this case to a close.”

Authorities still urge any-
one with information about 
the case to contact detective 
Michael Kochis at 703-746-
6285.
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DOORBUSTER 
19.99 DRESS SHIRTS OR TIES
Reg. 49.50-52.50,   
after 2pm: 29.99.  
Only at Macy’s. From Alfani  
& Club Room. For example:  
(  WebID 1592788).

DOORBUSTER 
199.99 SUIT SEPARATES
From a famous American designer & 
our Greg Norman for Tasso Elba. Jacket. 
Doorbuster 134.99. Reg. $400, after 
2pm: 209.99. Pants. Doorbuster $65. Reg. 
$150,after 2pm: $90.  WebID 552571. 

DOORBUSTER 
60% OFF SWEATERS
Doorbuster 29.99.  
Reg. $75, after 2pm: 39.99. 
Only at Macy’s. From Club 
Room.  WebID 943793.

DOORBUSTER 
60% OFF MEN’S OUTERWEAR
Doorbuster $78-$130.
Reg. $195-$325, after 2pm: $117- 
$195. From Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin Klein,  
(  WebID 877801) Kenneth Cole  
Reaction® & more.

DOORBUSTER 
EXTRA 20% OFF
SWEATERS
Doorbuster 29.70. Reg. 49.50, after  
2pm: 37.13. Only at Macy’s. From  
Style & Co. Misses & petites.  WebID 
1661361. Women’s prices slightly higher.

DOORBUSTER 
60% OFF FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Doorbuster 4.80-$21. Reg. $12- 
52.50, after 2pm: 7.20-31.50. 
Sets, dresses & more. Infants’  
3-24 mos. For example 

 WebID 1574140. 

DOORBUSTER 
79.99 WOOL-BLEND COATS
Reg./Orig.* $175-$195,  
after 2pm: $105-$117.  
From Jessica Simpson  
(  WebID 1496603) 
& our I N C. Misses.

DOORBUSTER 
49.99 DIAMOND BANGLE
Reg. $200, after 2pm: $75. Victoria  
Townsend 1/2 ct. t.w.‡ rose-cut in  
18k yellow (  WebID 1046985) or rose  
(  1046987) gold over silverplated brass  
or silverplated brass (  1046984). 

DOORBUSTER 
EXTRA 25% OFF 
ALL BOOTS FOR HER
Doorbuster 37.49-134.99.
Reg. $59-$198, after 2pm:  
39.99-179.99. For example:  

 WebID 1709358. 

DOORBUSTER 
25% OFF IMPULSE HANDBAGS
Doorbuster 5.40-223.50  
Reg./Orig.* $18-$298.  
Totes, crossbody bags  
& more. For example:  

 WebID 1709063.

DOORBUSTER 
$299 DIAMOND EARRINGS
Reg. $1000, after 2pm: $525.  
TruMiracle®  3/4 ct. t.w.‡ in  
14k white gold.  WebID 1146133. 

DOORBUSTER 
39.99 QUEEN 6-PC. SHEET SET
Reg. $140, after 2pm: 69.99. Only at Macy’s. 
420-thread count Egyptian  
cotton.  WebID 671981.  
Also king. Doorbuster 49.99.  
Reg. $160, after 2pm: 79.99. 

DOORBUSTER 
40% OFF ALL IRONS & 
GARMENT STEAMERS
Doorbuster 11.99-155.99. Reg. 19.99- 
259.99, after 2pm: 14.99-169.99. Shown: 
Rowenta Effective Comfort iron. 
#DW2070 ( WebID 551922). 

DOORBUSTER 
49.99 3-PC. LUGGAGE SET
Reg. $160, after 2pm: 79.99. 
Only at Macy’s. Travel  
Select Bay Front 25" upright,  
carry-on spinner & tote.  

 WebID 991355.

DOORBUSTER 
EXTRA 15% OFF 
FOOD PROCESSORS, JUICERS & 
BLENDERS Doorbuster 23.99-257.99.  
Reg. 39.99-429.99, after 2pm: 29.99-299.99.  
From left: Cuisinart, #DLC2009; Juice Bullet, 
#NBJ0801 & Ninja, #NJ600, 

DOORBUSTER 
2 FOR $25 SELECT BRAS
Reg. $33-$39 ea, after 2pm: buy 1, get  
75% off 2nd. Shown: Bali® Double  
Support Wirefree.  WebID 1331838.  
Also panties. Doorbuster 6 for $25.  
Reg. 9.50-$12 ea., after 2pm: 3 for 18.99.

DOORBUSTERS 9AM-2PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY! 5 HOURS  
ONLY! GET HERE EARLY, WHILE THEY LAST!

SATURDAY, OCT. 18 SHOP 9AM-11PM (IT’S A SALE TOO BIG TO FIT IN A DAY!)

ALSO SHOP FRIDAY, OCT. 17 FROM 9AM-10PM HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM  
& CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION. 

FREE SHIPPING & FREE RETURNS AT MACYS.COM 
FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. FREE RETURNS BY MAIL OR IN-STORE. U.S. ONLY. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

ONE DAY SALE

Fine jewelry doorbusters are only at stores that carry fine jewelry. 75% off 2nd bras must be of equal or lesser value than 1st bra; returns must incude both bras. 
REG. & ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. ONE DAY SALE

PRICES IN EFFECT 10/17 & 10/18/2014. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. ‡All carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance may be .05 carat. Jewelry photos may be
enlarged or enhanced to show detail. Fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.com for locations. Almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty & require special care, log on
to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. Extra savings are taken off already-reduced prices; “doorbuster” prices reflect extra savings. Doorbuster items are available while supplies
last. Advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local Macy’s & selection may vary by store. Prices & merchandise may differ at macys.com. Electric items & luggage carry mfrs’ warranties;
to see a mfr’s warranty at no charge before purchasing, visit a store or write to: Macy’s Warranty Dept., PO Box 1026, Maryland Heights, MO 63043, attn: Consumer Warranties. N4090029.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine.
The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

OR, EXTRA SAVINGS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 9AM-2PM SAVINGS PASS DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO DOORBUSTERS & DEALS OF THE DAY.

Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, 
furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, electrics/
electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic shoes for him, 
her & kids, Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, jewelry 
trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, 
special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, 
services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings 
pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening 
a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as 
discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When 
you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to 
that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be 
redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as 
payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $50 or 
more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees.  

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS  
OR DEALS OF THE DAY

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE. 
VALID 10/17 ‘TIL 2PM OR 10/18/14 ‘TIL 2PM.  
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

$2O OFF

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL  
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS!

WOW! $2O OFFAlso excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, 
furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, electrics/
electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic shoes for him, 
her & kids, Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, jewelry 
trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, 
special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, 
services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings 
pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening 
a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as 
discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When 
you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to 
that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be 
redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as 
payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or 
more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees.  

VALID 10/17 ‘TIL 2PM OR 10/18/14 ‘TIL 2PM. LIMIT 
ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

WOW! $1O OFF

$1O OFF

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL  
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS!

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE. 

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS  
OR DEALS OF THE DAY

DOORBUSTER 
25% OFF
REGULAR & SALE PRICES

SELECTIONS FOR HER:
SPORTSWEAR FOR MISSES, PETITES  
& WOMEN; IMPULSE & JUNIORS’ SHOES; 
IMPULSE HANDBAGS

SELECTIONS FOR HER:
FAMOUS MAKER & DESIGNER 
COLLECTIONS; DRESSES, SUITS & 
CAREER SPORTSWEAR

DOORBUSTER 
2O% OFF
REGULAR & SALE PRICES
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11am-6pm
Lerner Town Square 
at Tysons II
(Tysons Corner Stop on the Silver Line)

Live Music Featuring
Rocknocerous at 11am 
Master Pumpkin Carver Demos
Bouncy Houses  Hay Rides
Kids Candy Walk  Petting Zoo & More!

www.tysonsharvest.com

Over 75 Wines
& Craft Beers
Great Food
Fun Family Activities

Oct 18th & 19th

Kids 15 and under are free!
A portion of the
proceeds benefit:

gal recognition of their sta-
tus. Though the decision drew 
plenty of criticism, most local 
same-sex couples took advan-
tage of the sudden opportuni-
ty.

In Alexandria, Dawn Tur-

ton and Beth Trent headed 
straight to the city’s court-
house. They were the fi rst to 
receive a marriage license, 
though they had celebrated 
their relationship with a com-
mitment ceremony in 2011.

“I hope this doesn’t sound 
cheesy, but I love my state,” 
Turton told the Times last 

week. “I was going to wait 
until Virginia was ready.”

Like Turton, Ebbin has 
been waiting.

“I remember when people 
were talking about a federal 
gay marriage ban, and I spoke 
out against it back in 2004 — 
it was one of my fi rst speech-
es on the House [of Dele-

gates’] fl oor. If you had told 
me that within a decade that 
marriage equality would be 
available in the law, I would 
have seriously doubted you.”

Ebbin is a trailblazer, the 
fi rst openly gay lawmaker 
elected to the Virginia General 
Assembly in 2003. Although 
the high court’s ruling is a big 
boost, he said it does not dras-
tically change his legislative 
agenda. He already has fi led 
legislation ahead of January’s 
session codifying same-sex 
marriage in state law.

“That may seem like a no-
brainer for my constituents 
[in Northern Virginia], but 
other members, particularly 
in the House, may resist, so 
it may not happen as quick-
ly as it should,” Ebbin said. 
“The state code and consti-
tution need to refl ect current 
law and the reality of how our 
society operates.”

Although many things that 
come with marriage are being 
dealt with administratively by 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s (D) 
offi ce, from insurance benefi ts 
to adoption rights, Ebbin said 
the commonwealth need stron-
ger anti-discrimination laws.

“There are so many more 
areas where equal treatment 
remains unaddressed,” he 
said. “Discrimination still 
exists, and I hope we don’t 
lose sight of that. Current-
ly, there’s nothing stopping 

someone from getting fi red 
for entering a same-sex mar-
riage, and that’s troubling.” 

Such protections already 
exist for state employees 
thanks to a McAuliffe-signed 
executive order, but Ebbin 
plans to sponsor legislation 
— as he has done in previous 
years — applying those same 
rules to employers across the 
commonwealth.

“One of the reasons I got 
involved in politics in the fi rst 
place was the poor treatment 
of LGBT people,” Ebbin said. 
“[In] other parts of Virginia, 
gay people are not as well ac-
cepted. … And people who 
are transgender are far more 
discriminated against than 
lesbians and gay people, ar-
guably.”

Though he is quick to turn his 
attention to the next challenge in 
the fi ght for LGBT rights, Ebb-
in acknowledged how far the 
movement has come.

“It’s an exciting time to 
be a Virginian advocate of 
LGBT equality,” he said. “To 
see things coming to fruition 
in one regard, to see history 
being made.

“I’ve known so many peo-
ple who moved out of the 
state to get married or to qual-
ify for joint-parent adoptions, 
it’s nice not to have to be em-
barrassed by my state or see 
friends go to D.C. or Mary-
land.”

FILE PHOTO

After the U.S. Supreme Court effectively legalized same-sex mar-
riage in Virginia last week, Dawn Turton and Beth Trent rushed to 
the Alexandria courthouse. They were the fi rst same-sex couple to 
marry in the city.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    OCTOBER 16, 2014 | 7 



8 | OCTOBER 16, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

SEE SECURITY | 11

Do You Have Enough to Retire?

1According to Barron’s, “The formula [used] to rank advisors has three major components: assets managed, revenue produced and quality of the advisor’s practice. Investment returns are not a component of the rankings because an advisor’s returns are dictated largely by each client’s risk tolerance. The quality-of-

practice component includes an evaluation of each advisor’s regulatory record.” The rankings are based on the universe of applications submitted to Barron’s. The selection process begins with a nomination and application provided to Barron’s. Principals of Edelman Financial Services LLC self-nominated the fi rm 

and submitted quantitative and qualitative information to Barron’s as requested. Barron’s reviewed and considered this information which resulted in the rankings on Aug. 27, 2012/Aug. 28, 2010/Aug. 31, 2009. Ric Edelman is Chairman and CEO of Edelman Financial Services LLC, a Registered Investment Adviser, 

and CEO, President and a Director of Pinnacle Summer Investments, Inc. He is an Investment Adviser Representative who off ers advisory services through EFS and a Registered Principal of (and off ers securities through) Sanders Morris Harris Inc., an affi  liated broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.
2The Washington Post, Washington Bestsellers Paperback Nonfi ction General. April 20, 2014.

This new seminar is based on the principles of Ric Edelman, three times ranked #1 Independent Financial Advisor by Barron’s1.

October 28 & 29
1pm and 7pm

The George Washington Masonic Memorial
Alexandria, VA

Find out in 
this NEW 
SEMINAR

The Truth About Retirement Plans and IRAs 

FREE
Admission

SPECIAL OFFER
Enter Promo Code: 

ALEXT
All attendees will receive the #1 National Bestseller2

Reserve your seats at
EdelmanFinancial.com/alext
or call 855-285-1228

In less than 90 minutes, a member of Ric’s Financial 
Independence Team will cover everything you need
to know about retirement plans, including:

•  The 4 investments you 

should never choose for 

your retirement plan

•  How to invest the contribution 

you make with your current 

paycheck

•  How to invest the money 

already in your account

•  What to do with old, dormant 

retirement accounts

•  and much more!

State pays for school security upgrades
ACPS receives more than 
$41,000 for improvements 
at five local schools

BY ERICH WAGNER

Security systems at local 
public schools are about to 
get beefed up.

The Virginia Department 
of Education recently award-
ed Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools with more than 
$41,000 in grants to help up-
grade five local schools’ se-
curity systems. Charles Bar-
rett, Cora Kelly, John Adams, 
William Ramsay and Jeffer-
son-Houston schools will re-
ceive the financial aid. 

Although district offi-
cials refused to detail what 
the grant would cover, they 
said the money could go to-
ward nearly anything related 
keeping students and facul-
ty safe.

“From DVRs to cameras, 
two-way radios to badging or 
ID systems, almost anything 
you can think of involving 
school security falls under 
the umbrella of the grant, so 
it behooves schools to apply 
for it,” said Richard Groot, 

head of school security for 
the district.

Groot said his office is 
looking into what tools each 
school needs the most, be it 
a completely new system, re-
placement of outmoded hard-
ware or the repair of existing 

equipment. In order for a pur-
chase to qualify for the grant, 
it must fall under the state’s 
broad security requirements 
and the district must pay one 
fifth of the cost.

“What we’ll do is look 
at the greatest needs for the 

schools we have, and we’ll 
go from there,” he said. “Ob-
viously, it’s in the best inter-
est of our schools and our se-
curity to maximize the grant 
dispersal and get the most for 
our money. We’re not tied 
down to one particular thing 
at any school.”

The funding windfall 
comes at a time when of-
ficials have been publi-
cizing emergency proce-
dures at local schools after 
a security scare, which ul-
timately was determined to 
be a false alarm, left sev-
eral buildings temporarily 
locked down.

District officials sent a 
letter to parents outlining 
protocols during an emer-
gency last month. The tips 
included instructions like en-
suring emergency contact in-

FILE PHOTO

Just weeks after schools went into lockdown as the result of a false alarm, Alexandria City Public 
Schools received upwards of $41,000 from the state to update the district’s security systems. 
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S O L S T I C E

MASSAGE

311 N. Washington Street
Lower Right

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

301.915.4590

Hours: M-Sat 9am- 8pm

OFFER ING

Swedish Deep Tissue Massage

Pedaling toward the future 
East Coast Greenway

Cyclists promoting the un-
fi nished East Coast Greenway 
made a pit stop in Alexandria 
last week.

Forty in all, the group was 
headed for Fredericksburg from 
Philadelphia to raise awareness 
for the greenway, which even-
tually will stretch from the Ca-
nadian border to Key West, 
Fla. Alexandria’s portion of the 
Mount Vernon trail makes up a 
small part of the planned 2,900-
mile route.

Supporters of the project, 

which is 29 percent complete, 
hail it as the cycling equivalent 
of the Appalachian Trail. 

Members of the group met 
with local offi cials, includ-
ing acting transportation direc-
tor Yon Lambert, Jim Durham 
of the Alexandria Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Commit-
tee and Tom Kaiden of the Al-
exandria Convention and Vis-
itors Association. They spent 
the meet-and-greet discussing 
the economic benefi ts of bicycle 
and pedestrian trials. 

To prove their point, mem-
bers of the group stayed in the 
Port City overnight October 9. 
Tourism offi cials estimate they 
pumped $10,000 into the local 
economy during their visit. 

When completed, the gre-
enway will link 25 major cities 
along the coast. Planners also 
expect to see about 2,000 miles 
of alternative trails accompany-
ing the main path, linking it with 
nearby towns and attractions.

- Derrick Perkins

COURTESY PHOTO

Members of a 40-person cycling group take a break in the Port City last week, meeting with key of-
fi cials to discuss the unfi nished East Coast Greenway. They also promoted the economic benefi ts of 
building bicycle and pedestrian trails. 

John McEnearney dead at age 87
Real estate broker known 
for hands-on approach, 
care for colleagues

BY ERICH WAGNER

John McEnearney, founder 
of prominent Old Town-based 
real estate fi rm McEnearney 
Associates, died October 8 of 
renal failure at the age of 87.

McEnearney was a sta-
ple of the Alexandria realtor 
community, and a frequent 
philanthropist to local char-
ities and causes. Colleagues 
said he was a warm man, who 
always endeavored to help 
and mentor his employees.

McEnearney grew up in 
Trinidad, where his father 
ran the local Ford car dealer-
ship and reportedly met Hen-
ry Ford, said Dave Hawkins, 
managing broker for the fi rm’s 

Old Town offi ce. McEnear-
ney had a “formal” upbring-
ing, but was never conde-
scending, Hawkins said.

“He grew up in that for-
mal family and with that as a 
background, but he was very 
pleasant, very congenial and 
easy to get along with,” he 
said. “He loved a good joke, 
but always had that polish of 
someone who grew up in a 
more formal family.”

A graduate of the U.S. Na-
val Academy, McEnearney 
was an active-duty offi cer in 
the navy for nearly three de-
cades, serving during the Ko-
rean and Vietnam wars, as 

well as in Antarctica, Puerto 
Rico and Hawaii before retir-
ing in 1976.

Hawkins said McEnear-
ney often quipped that the 
retirement was particularly 
short.

“He would always joke 
about the fact that he retired 
from the Navy on a Friday 
and then got started in the real 
estate business on that Satur-
day,” Hawkins said.

After joining a local bro-
kerage fi rm in Alexandria, 
McEnearney quickly became 
a top seller for his compa-
ny. As soon as he legally was 
able, he fi led for a broker’s li-

cense. McEnearney founded 
the fi rm that bears his name 
in 1980.

“He always made a big 
point of pointing out that it 
was called McEnearney As-
sociates, with no ‘and,’” 
Hawkins said. “He didn’t 
want it to be him, and then 
his people. He wanted it to be 
‘us,’ the group. There was a 
big distinction in that.”

Before relinquishing the 
role of president to his daugh-
ter, Maureen McEnearney 
Dunn, in 2007, McEnearney 
insisted on staying intimately 

John McEnearney
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to bring their classes outside 
the usual classroom,” he said. 
“Who doesn’t love getting to 
go outside?”

Greg Tardieu, the public 
school district’s grants spe-
cialist, said members of the 
George Washington Middle 

PTA already were looking 
at ways to build an outdoor 
classroom at the school when 
he happened to meet with Do-
minion representatives, who 
mentioned the utility’s pro-
gram. Without the compa-
ny’s help, the project would 
have been far more diffi cult, 
he said.

“[Parents] had been look-

ing for a place to do one, but 
then we’d [have to] get the 
money and then buy the wood 
and put it all together and cre-
ate it,” Tardieu said. “They 
can do this in a day. Can you 
imagine what it would have 
taken for us to do it our-
selves? It would have taken 
forever.

“This is just ‘instant class-

room: Just add water.’”
School board member Bill 

Campbell said his engineer-
ing mind was sprouting ideas 
as he perused the courtyard 
amid the construction.

“As an engineer, I was 
thinking about all the things 
you could talk about to the 
students,” Campbell said. 
“You can see and hear the 
HVAC system, you can see 
the air ducts. For sixth, sev-
enth or eighth graders, many 
have no idea what an engineer 
does or have no idea what 
goes into the operational as-
pects of a school.

“Just being out here could 
awaken someone’s thought 
process in that regard.”

The project comes as Do-
minion has endured harsh 
scrutiny of its proposal to 
run a transmission line from 
its East Glebe Road substa-
tion to a similar, but yet-to-
be-built facility at the site of 
the closed GenOn coal-fi red 
power plant.

The utility has two more 
outdoor classroom projects 
at Virginia schools slated for 
next week. Both schools are 
located near proposed up-
grades to Dominion’s infra-
structure.

Piney Branch Elementa-
ry School in Prince William 
County is roughly two miles 
from the southernmost point of 

a transmission line project be-
tween Haymarket and Gaines-
ville. Dominion plans to fi le 
an application with state reg-
ulators by the end of this year.

And Graham Road El-
ementary School in Falls 
Church is less than two miles 
from a proposed expansion of 
the utility’s Idylwood substa-
tion. That project is up for re-
view before the Fairfax Coun-
ty Planning Commission in 
February 2015.

Dominion spokesman 
Chuck Penn bristled at the 
suggestion that the volunteer 
projects were at all linked 
with construction proposals, 
calling it a “fl awed deduc-
tion.” He pointed to the $1.3 
million in education grants 
handed out across Virginia 
this week, spread across nu-
merous K through 12th grade 
institutions as well as three 
universities as proof that the 
utility’s philanthropic mo-
tives are altruistic.

“It’s a programmatic ini-
tiative, but if you want to 
stretch it that way, that’s pure-
ly your own speculation,” 
Penn said. “We do thousands 
of hours of volunteerism all 
over our service area. … I 
think it’s insulting to the peo-
ple who live in that area [to 
draw that conclusion], as if 

 The Heights School

10 4 0 0  S E V E N L O C K S R O A D  P O T O M A C M A R Y L A N D 2 0 8 5 4  
T :  3 0 1.7 6 5 . 2 0 9 3 

The Heights is an independent Catholic preparatory 
school for boys in grades 3-12 located in Potomac, MD

Men fully aliveMen fully alive

www.heights.edu

Sunday, October 26, 2014 from 2:00-5:30 pm
Fall Open House

Bus Service Available from Alexandria

H E A D M A S T E R ’ S  P R E S E N T A T I O N  A T  3 : 3 0
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PHOTO/ERICH WAGNER

Volunteers with Dominion Virginia Power construct an outdoor 
classroom for students at George Washington Middle School on 
Tuesday. The utility donated money and manpower for the project 
amid concerns the company will disrupt the city’s northern neigh-
borhoods with a massive transmission line project. 
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a volunteer project is going 
to change any stakeholders’ 
opinions about a project.”

Meanwhile, city staff and 
members of a resident-led 
work group examining Do-
minion’s transmission line 
proposal scramble for ways to 
exert leverage over the proj-
ect. Although the power line 
itself does not fall under the 
city’s jurisdiction — the ap-
plication goes straight to the 
State Corporation Commis-
sion — the planned expan-
sion of Pepco’s substation at 
the GenOn plant site does.

Jeff Farner, deputy direc-
tor of the city planning de-
partment, said upgrades to 
the substation would be sub-
ject to a site plan approv-
al by the city planning com-
mission as well as the board 
of architectural review, since 
it lies within the Old Town 
historic district. But he said 
opponents of the power line 
shouldn’t get too hopeful. 

“I think the challenge 
with the site plan process is 
there’s less discretion com-
pared to something like the 

development special-use per-
mit,” Farner said, referring to 
the document developers usu-
ally must secure from city 
council before undertaking a 
major project. “In the board 
of architectural review pro-
cess, they have control over 
things like the architectural 
treatment, the facade, fencing 
and other improvements on 
the site, but that’s a regulato-
ry approval. City council will 

get to weigh in on the power 
line routes [before state regu-
lators], but the site plan itself 
just goes to the planning com-
mission.”

Farner said he and oth-
er staffers are still exploring 
whether the city has any oth-
er regulatory requirements it 
could wield to exert great-
er infl uence over the process, 
particularly within the city’s 
zoning ordnances.

You know us. We know you. Our Old Town team brings 
a friendly, fun and helpful flair to your personal and 
business banking needs throughout Alexandria. Stop by 
our newest branch and let us show you why so many 
others have made John Marshall Bank their bank.  
We make banking fun.   

Ted Johnson,  
Erik Dorn,  
Shannon Catlett,  
Charlie Collum,  
Pam De Candio  
and Kerry Donley

640 Franklin Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703-289-5950  •  JohnMarshallBank.com

M e m b e r

Let’s Make Banking Fun for Everyone
formation is up to date; re-
fraining from calling schools 
or your child during an emer-
gency; refraining from going 
to your child’s school; and 
frequently checking the dis-
trict’s website and news out-
lets for updates on the situ-
ation.

“The most important 
thing you as parents or 
guardians can do is trust that 
together with the emergen-
cy responders, we have the 
situation in hand and that 
your child’s teacher and the 
school’s leadership are well 
prepared,” officials wrote.

And in an October 2 col-
umn in the Times, school 
board chairwoman Karen 
Graf encouraged parents to 
offer constructive input on 

how to improve security at 
their children’s school.

“Open communication be-
tween you and your child’s 
school is critical to the safe-
ty and well being of our stu-
dents,” Graf wrote. “Let us 
know if you have a concern 
or question about the poli-
cies the school has in place or 
your child’s personal safety.”

“[The] staff of the pub-
lic school district continual-
ly reviews and strengthens 
its emergency communica-
tions.”

Groot hopes to have all of 
the new upgrades purchased 
and installed as soon as pos-
sible.

“I definitely want them 
sooner rather than later,” 
he said. “I, personally, will 
move to try to get everything 
purchased and installed by 
the end of this school year.”

involved with the day-to-day 
work of the fi rm.

“It was kind of special, 
instead of being the kind of 
boss who sits up on top and 
lets minions do the work, he 
was right in there with every-
body,” Hawkins said. “He was 
very interested in the agents 
and how they were doing. He 
encouraged education and 
professional development.”

McEnearney was an avid 
golfer, and in his young-
er years, a very good one, 
Hawkins said. And he was 
a major advocate of giving 
back to the community.

“John was big on serving 

the community, he was a big 
believer in giving back to the 
community that helped him 
build his business,” Hawkins 
said. “As a result, we current-
ly probably support between 
40 and 50 local charities and 
organizations.”

McEnearney’s wife, Gin-
ny, died in 2009, but he is sur-
vived by their six children: 
Sean, Sharon, Mark, Mau-
reen, Mike and Kathy, as well 
as 11 grandchildren and fi ve 
great-grandchildren.

In lieu of fl owers, his fam-
ily requests contributions be 
made to Capital Caring and 
So Others Might Eat. A funer-
al is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. 
Friday at Saint Luke Catholic 
Church in McLean.

CLASSROOM 
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FILE PHOTO

Virginia Dominion Power released nine potential routes for its pro-
posed 230-kilovolt transmission line last month and most run 
through Alexandria en route to the closed GenOn station. City offi -
cials worry construction of the line will cause massive disruptions 
and deter developers interested in working in several up-and-com-
ing neighborhoods.

COURTESY PHOTO 

John McEnearney (center) poses with his family. The notable local 
realtor and man-about-town died last week.
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‘Evita’ will bring tears to your eyes
Don’t miss out on this 
modern classic

BY JORDAN WRIGHT

When we discuss Tim 
Rice and Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber, we are talking about two 
of the most beloved collab-
orators to ever hit the stage. 
Their blockbuster “Evita” 
certainly is one of their finest 
and most memorable shows.

Drawing on the talents 
of the award-winning duo of 
director Michael Grandage 
and choreographer Rob Ash-
ford to present the seven-
time Tony Award-winning 
musical, The John F. Kenne-
dy Center for the Performing 
Arts brings this reinterpreta-
tion of the original Broadway 
production to new heights. It 
is simply smashing. 

There is so much to say 
and so many to laud, but I 
must start with lighting de-
signer Neil Austin and pro-
jection designer Zachary 
Borovay. Together, they cre-
ate a mood that reflects the 
period. 

It is 1952 and the funer-
al of Eva Peron. Considered 
the spiritual leader of the peo-
ple of Argentina, she became 
a highly controversial figure. 

The curtain opens to re-
veal old newsreels project-
ed upon the backdrop. The 
first lady, who had risen from 
a life of poverty by her wits, 
beauty and a series of ever-
more influential lovers, had 
achieved her highest status 
after marrying Juan Peron. 

A haunting black-hood-
ed, candle-lit chorus chants 
a requiem for her through a 
smoky blue haze. It is a very 
dramatic opening, both ghost-
ly and reverential. 

The scene then shifts to a 
lowly tango hall in the prov-
inces where Eva, at age 16, 

became a nightclub singer 
with dreams of a life in Bue-
nos Aires. The shabby spot is 
lit with strings of bare light 
bulbs and bathed in sepia. 
The scene seems to take place 
in a vintage photograph.

In a later scene Austin 
uses chandeliers to evoke 
the period. Costume designer 
Christopher Oram completes 
the theme by providing mut-
ed-colored retro dresses for 
the women, which references 
the drab shades worn during 
the Depression era. 

Caroline Bowman is rivet-
ing from the moment she en-
ters the stage as Eva. Capti-
vating and lithe, she boasts a 
voice that is strong, fluid and 
totally capable of the huge 
range expected by the part. 

But why do her low notes 
disappear and the high notes 
come across as screechy? 
When the dialogue begins, ev-
eryone sounds garbled. If you 
didn’t know the lyrics or the 
story, you would struggle to 
understand what they are sing-
ing or — for that matter — 
saying. I can’t explain it, but 
others around me in the or-
chestra section were having 
the same reaction to the poor 
audio on the night I attended. 

One can only hope it will 
be corrected by the time you 
read this review.

Yet there’s no denying 
the magic on stage. The fire-
works between Eva and Juan 
(Sean MacLaughlin) begin 
with the song, “I’d Be Sur-
prisingly Good for You.” By 

the time the next number, 
“Another Suitcase in Another 
Hall,” is sung, Eva and Juan 
have formed their alliance, 
for better or for worse. 

“One has to admire the 
stage management,” Eva’s 
protector and reality check, 
Che, sarcastically remarks 
before she arrives onto the 
balcony of Casa Rosada, the 
presidential palace. In one of 
the show’s most heartrending 
and popular songs, “Don’t 
Cry for Me Argentina,” we 
witness first hand her nar-
cissistic manipulation as she 
cannily humbles herself to 
the adoring crowds.

Max Quinlan is brilliant 
as Che. In his memorable 
duet with Eva, “High Flying, 
Adored,” which reflects the 

time when she is at the height 
of her popularity, he warns, 
“Don’t look down. It’s a long 
way.” Eva ignores his sage 
advice and her megalomania 
gets the best of her. 

I’d quote her reaction if 
only I could have heard it.

Yet the orchestra is fan-
tastic, the set designs are kill-
er and the music is heaven on 
earth. See it, love it, adore 
it — and try not to sing out 
loud.

“Evita” runs through 
October 19 at the John F. 

Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, 2700 F St., 

NW, Washington, D.C. For 
tickets and information call 
202-467-4600 or visit www.

kennedy-center.org.

SCENE AROUND TOWN

PHOTO/RICHARD TERMINE

Caroline Bowman is the  imperious, majestic and seductive Eva in the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts’ production of the 
Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber musical “Evita.” Distracting audio problems aside, the drama is a must-see. 
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The Rocky Horror Show     10/25 - 11/15

Come see this classic, campy musical that 

Picture Show. Meet innocent couple, Brad and 

that they meet a mad scientist who has been 
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600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
WWW.THELITTLETHEATRE.COM

$415,000 - Open House Sunday, 1-4 PM 
Enjoy resort-style living in this 3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom condo in the beautiful 
Montebello Community. In this rarely available, spacious corner unit, you 
will find new wall-to-wall carpet, freshly painted interior, new HVAC system, 
and freshly painted balconies. The kitchen includes a washer and dryer, 
microwave, dishwasher, wall oven, and a pantry. The kitchen is open to the 
dining room area, with lots of natural light, as well as direct access to the living 
room. Enjoy your spacious living room with access to a balcony, with a great 
view of trees and the pool. Throughout the condo, you will be delighted to 
find many closets with built in storage. The master bathroom features a large 
walk-in closet for more storage! The spacious master bedroom is complete 
with another balcony! The additional bedrooms are complete with storage, 
spacious closets and natural light. The amenities in the community can’t be 
beat. Enjoy an indoor and outdoor swimming pool, bowling alley, spa, dry 
cleaning, bar/lounge area, tennis courts, picnic area(s), sauna and exercise 
room-just to name a few! To make this community even better is the location! 
You are walking distance to Huntington Metro station, as well as Metro Bus 
stops. Don’t let this spacious condo pass you by!

Schedule a showing today! 
Call (703) 965-8133 or e-mail  

laurie.mensing@longandfoster.com

Servicing VA, MD & DC

5901 Mount Eagle Dr. #218 Alexandria, VA 22303

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email 
events@alextimes.com. 

Now to October 19
FALL BOOK SALE Held by the 
Friends of the Beatley Central Library, 
hardbacks, paperbacks, kids’ books, 
and audio-visual items of all genres 
will be available for purchase for $3 or 
less, unless specifically marked.
Time: Members’ preview 4 to 8:30 
p.m. Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
1 to 4:30 p.m. Sunday
Location: Charles E. Beatley Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

Now to October 31
21ST ANNUAL PUMPKIN SALE 
A fundraiser to benefit charities both 
in Alexandria and around the world. 
Pumpkins are grown on a Navajo 
Indian reservation in New Mexico and 
then distributed to 1,300 churches 
across the country. Food and drink will 
also be available for sale.
Time: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily
Location: Immanuel Church-on-the-
Hill, 3606 Seminary Road
Information: jamie_conrad11@
comcast.net

Now to November 20
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
BAND CHAMBER SERIES A week-
ly free concert by the U.S. Air Force 
Band, featuring a variety of ensembles 
and pieces every Thursday evening.
Time: 8 to 9.30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.usafband.af.mil

October 16
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The 
second of two sessions in which 
people can learn how to give initial 
help to someone showing signs of a 
mental illness or mental health crisis. 
Registration is free with space limited 
to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

TALES OF MYSTERY AND THE 
IMAGINATION Actors from Guillotine 
Theatre will read stories and poems by 
Edgar Allan Poe. A dessert reception 
follows the reading. Admission costs 
$10 per person.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince 
St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

October 17-18
2014 NATIONAL TRADEMARK 
EXPO Exhibitors showcase their fed-

erally registered trademarks through 
educational exhibits including themed 
displays, costumed characters and 
booths. There will be children’s activi-
ties and workshops as well.
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday
Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: 703-622-8462 or 
maria.hernandez@uspto.gov

October 18
ALEXANDRIA FAMILY FALL FES-
TIVAL A family event with activities 
and entertainment, such as scarecrow 
making, puppet shows, musical 
performances, pony rides, face paint-
ing, exhibitors and food sales. Some 
activities require tickets.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Armistead L. Boothe Park, 
520 Cameron Station Blvd.
Information: 703-746-5592

JAVA JOLT & BOOK SIGNING 
John Sprinkle, the Chair of the Alexan-
dria Historical Restoration and Pres-
ervation Commission, presents on the 
“prehistory” of the National Register 
of Historic Places, with a special focus 
on the evolution of the concept of 
archaeological significance.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov 

F-SQUARED An afternoon of work-
shops on fashion design, photography, 
make up, styling, jewelry design, cake 
decorating and the art of cooking. The 
day will finish with a fashion show 
presented by the Alexandria Summer 
Power-Up program. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St.
Information: 703-746-5457 or lind-
say.burneson@alexandriava.gov

AMERICANS IN PARIS In 
Words&Music’s opening concert of the 
2014-15 season, follow the group’s 
musical visit with Americans studying, 
living and composing in France during 
the years following World War I.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.words-music.org

October 19
MAD SCIENCE! Explore where real 
science and mad science collide. 
Tours start every 30 minutes and fea-
ture historic medicines with surprising 
side effects. Upstairs, the Museum’s 
very own mad scientist brings to life 
some crazy concoctions and the 
science behind them. Reservations 
recommended.
Time: 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: www.shop.alexandriava.
gov/Events.aspx

CHAMBER ENSEMBLE MAS-
TERCLASS A masterclass led by the 
Ensemble da Camera of Washington, 
as American Youth Philharmonic 
Orchestras musicians perform with 
instruction by Claire Eichhorn (clari-
net), Anna Balakerskaia (piano), and 
Ricardo Cyncynates (violin/viola).

Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-642-8051 or www.
aypo.org/what-we-do/chamber-
ensemble.php

October 20
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first of 
two training sessions in which young 
people can learn how to give initial 
help to someone showing signs of a 
mental illness or mental health crisis. 
Registration is free with space limited 
to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

October 21
FOOTBALL NIGHT Hosted by 
the Alexandria Sportsman’s Club, 
former Washington football team kick 
returner Mike Nelms will speak about 
his career in the NFL and his life after 
retirement.
Time: 6:30 p.m. welcome reception, 
7:15 p.m. meeting
Location: Old Dominion Boat Club, 1 
King St.
Information: www.alexandriavas-
ports.org

October 22
LECTURE: ALEXANDRIA’S 
PARKER-GRAY DISTRICT Cath-
erine Miliaras and Stephanie Sample, 
both Historic Preservation Planners for 
the City of Alexandria, will share their 
expertise on the neighborhood and 
how the area has evolved.
Time: 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994, 
thelyceum@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriahistorical.org

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two training sessions in which 
young people can learn how to give 
initial help to someone showing signs 
of a mental illness or mental health 
crisis. Registration is free with space 
limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

October 23
BLOOD DRIVE Help the American 
Red Cross maintain blood suplies dur-
ing the fall and winter months. Those 
who attempt to donate in October will 
be entered to win a $5,000 Visa gift 
card.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Chapter House, 
123 N. Alfred St
Information: 800-733-2767 or www.
redcrossblood.org

October 24-25
HALLOWEEN PUMPKIN HUNT 
The first annual Halloween pumpkin 
hunt for all children of elementary 
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Malfoy is a wonderful 
little guy who will fill your 
house with fun and 
magic!  He loves people 
and other cats.  Come 
meet him on Saturday 
and Sunday from 1:30 pm 
to 4:30 pm. For more 
information contact King 
Street Cats. contact@kingstreetcats.org

Magical Malfoy!! 
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Community Minded    Balanced

Effective Communicators    

Independent
Learners

Please join us  
for an Open House:

Oct. 18
Nov. 11
Dec. 9
Jan. 9, 13

Visit www.acdsnet.org 
for time and details 
or call to schedule a 
tour 703.837.1303

2400 Russell Road   
Alexandria, VA 22301   
www.acdsnet.org

K–8

school age or younger, with other ac-
tivities available for older children and 
adults. Reservations required.
Time: 5:30 p.m. each day
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum 
& Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or www.
leefendallhouse.org

October 25
FAMILY DIG DAY Help city archae-

ologists and students from the George 
Washington University field school 
screen excavate soil from a real dig on 
the grounds of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. Tickets 
cost $5, reservations required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov.

AS WAS WRITTEN A showcase 
that celebrates the quality writer with 
a lineup of artists performing poetry, 
prose, music and stand-up comedy. 

Tickets cost $12.
Time:  8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.aswaswritten.com

FIREFIGHTING HISTORY WALK-
ING TOUR Explore Alexandria’s 
firefighting history on the “Blazing a 
Trail: Alexandria’s Firefighting History” 
tour. Participants learn about volun-
teer firefighting in early Alexandria, 
three devastating fires and the five 
volunteer fire companies.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse Mu-
seum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
friendshipfirehouse.net

FAMILY DIG DAY Help city archae-
ologists and students from the George 
Washington University field school 
screen excavate soil from a real dig on 
the grounds of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. Tickets 
cost $5, reservations required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov.

JOHN CARLYLE FUNERAL RE-
ENACTMENT A re-enactment of 
John Carlyle’s funeral. The procession 
will travel from the Carlyle House to 
the Old Presbyterian Meeting House, 
with funds going to the Carlyle House 
Museum.
Time: 6 to 10 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-683-3451 or foot-
stepstopast@aol.com

October 26
DEL RAY HALLOWEEN PARADE 
The 18th annual Halloween parade 
along Mount Vernon Avenue, also with 
live music and refreshments available.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: 703-684-3535

October 27
AGENDA: ALEXANDRIA Nathan 
Gardner Andrews of the National 
Association of Clean Water Agencies; 
Karen Pallansch of Alexandria Renew; 
and William Skrabak, the Alexandria 
Director of Environmental Quality 
speak in the meeting, “No Outlet: Fix-
ing Alexandria’s Sewers.”

Time: 6:30 p.m. reception, program 
starts at 7:15 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage, 5000 
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 703-548-7089 or 
agendaalexandria@aol.com

October 28
BLOOD DRIVE Help the American 
Red Cross maintain blood supplies 
during the fall and winter months. 
Those who attempt to donate in Oc-
tober will be entered to win a $5,000 
Visa gift card.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Chapter House, 
123 N. Alfred St.
Information: 800-733-2767 or www.
redcrossblood.org

PUMPKIN COLORING Children 
ages 5 to 9 can paint a pumpkin in 
celebration of Halloween. Heirloom 
pumpkins and vegetarian finger paints 
provided. Admission is free. 
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

October 29
BLOOD DRIVE Help the American 
Red Cross maintain blood supplies 
during the fall and winter months. 
Those who attempt to donate in Oc-
tober will be entered to win a $5,000 
Visa gift card.
Time: 2 to 7 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College, 3100 N. Beauregard St.
Information: 800-733-2767 or www.
redcrossblood.org

October 30-31
POE IN ALEXANDRIA Actor David 
Keltz portrays one of Edgar Allan Poe’s 
19th century speaking engagements, 
including literary criticism, short sto-
ries, poetry, and musings.
Time:  8 to 9:15 p.m. each night
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994, 
thelyceum@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriahistory.org

October 30
BLOOD DRIVE Help the American 
Red Cross maintain blood supplies 
during the fall and winter months. 
Those who attempt to donate in Oc-
tober will be entered to win a $5,000 
Visa gift card.

Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Chapter House, 
123 N. Alfred St
Information: 800-733-2767 or www.
redcrossblood.org

BARK OR TREAT HALLOWEEN 
CANINE CRUISE Guests with dogs 
in costume can cruise around the 
Potomac River to Halloween tunes 
on this 40-minute ride. Halloween-
themed dog treats will be provided. 
Advance booking required online, 
dogs ride free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Potomac Riverboat Com-
pany, 1 Cameron St.
Information: www.potomacriver-
boatco.com

October 31-November 1
HOPKINS HOUSE ANNIVER-
SARY CELEBRATION As part of 
the 75th anniversary celebration of 
Hopkins House, this black-tie ball sup-
ports the Hopkins House Children’s 
Scholarship Fund for underprivileged 
families and children. Tickets cost $75 
and can be purchased online. 
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Belle Haven Country Club, 
6023 Fort Hunt Road
Information: 571-480-4282 or www.
hopkinshouse.org

October 31
DEL RAY ARTISANS HALLOW-
EEN BALL The culmination of the 
Metamorphosis show, costume is 
required at the Halloween Costume 
Ball, a night of music, food, drink and 
silent movies amidst art. Entry is free 
to those who purchase at auction 
(and wear) one of the artist-decorated 
masks. Tickets cost $5 each or five 
can be purchased for $20, available 
online or in the gallery.
Time: 8 to 11 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-838-4827, gal-
lery@thedelrayartisans.org or www.
thedelrayartisans.org

November 1
GET YOUR REAR IN GEAR A certi-
fied 5k course that starts at Cameron 
Run Regional Park and runs through 
Ben Brenman Park.
Time: 7 to 11 a.m.
Location: Cameron Run Regional 

ALEXANDRIA WEST END TRANSITWAY PROJECT

City of Alexandria is proposing a new Bus Rapid 

Transit (BRT) line—the West End Transitway—along 

portions of Van Dorn and Beauregard Streets in 

Alexandria’s West End. The Transitway will provide 

robust transit service between the Van Dorn Metrorail 

station and transit centers at Landmark Mall, Mark 

Center, Shirlington, and Pentagon.

Alexandria is preparing a combined Alternatives Analysis 

and Environmental Assessment (AA/EA) in accordance 

with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), 

as amended.

GET INVOLVED. PARTICIPATE.

Join us for a workshop on October 22, 2014 at 6:30 

p.m. at The Pavilion at Mark Center. The workshop will 

offer you the opportunity to learn about the progress of the 

project and provide input into the evaluation of alternatives 

for the transit corridor.

For more information visit: 

alexandriava.gov/WestEndTransitway
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
Our staff has 
3 generations 
of experience 
to assist you 
in your lamp 
and lamp 
shade needs! 

Leave time for Picoult’s latest novel
BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

A good mother loves her 
child unconditionally.

She cares for her little one, 
making sure the baby is dry, 
safe and comforted. She feeds 
her child and tends to him or 
her, day and night. You can 
add to this list at will, be-
cause we all know what a 
good mother does. 

But, as in Jodi Picoult’s 
new book, “Leaving Time,” 
a good mother does not aban-
don her child.

Jenna Metcalf, 13, has a 
routine that she keeps every 
morning: She gets dressed 
and logs on to the Department 
of Justice website to see if her 
mother had turned up yet. 

A decade before, after a 
tragic accident at an elephant 
sanctuary, Jenna’s mother, 
Alice, was found nearby — 
unconscious — and hospital-
ized. When she regained her 
wits, Alice bolted from the 
building. She disappeared.

It haunted Jenna ever 
since.

What kind of mother 
abandons her little daughter? 
Was Alice hurt or killed? That 
was something Jenna abso-
lutely needed to know. Old 
enough to have saved money 
from babysitting and birthday 
gifts, she hires a psychic and 
a detective.

Enter Virgil Stanhope. 
Once upon a time, Stanhope 
was proud of his career.

He’d been one of the 

lead detectives on the inci-
dent at the elephant sanctuary 
and the disappearance of Al-
ice. But he was full of regret. 
He knew back then that he’d 
done a hack job. 

Why hadn’t he dug further 
into this case?

It had been a long time 
since The Dead had spoken 
to Serenity Jones, and she 
missed it. Ever since a brash, 
egotistical mistake ruined 
her TV career, she couldn’t 
get a human to talk to her, 
much less a spirit. When Jen-
na showed up on Serenity’s 
doorstep, asking for help, 
messages began whisper-
ing in Serenity’s head. What 
could the seer do but listen?

Then there was Alice. For 
most of her life, she was de-
voted to the study of elephants. 
They were fascinating to her, 
and the ultimate reason her life 
had turned out as it had. She 
saw so many parallels between 
pachyderms and humans: love, 
joy and grief.

Especially grief.
Got a calendar? Clear it. 

Cancel your plans. 
Once you’ve got “Leav-

ing Time” in your hands, you 
won’t want to do anything but 
spend time with this book.

Through the voices of 
four main characters, Pi-
coult gives readers the kind 
of novel they’ve come to ex-
pect, but with a twist: There’s 
some mystery in this book. 
We aren’t sure what hap-
pened to Alice, whether she’s 
a killer, a victim or some-
thing else. 

That keeps-you-guess-
ing factor appears in every 
Picoult novel. In this book, 
though, it’ll make you thumb 
back, page-by-page, to try 
and understand how you 
didn’t catch the clues.

And I’m going to stop 
there. I can’t bear to ruin your 
enjoyment of personally un-
wrapping the layers in this 
excellent book. Just know 
that if you’ve got “Leaving 

Time,” you’ll only want ev-
eryone to leave you alone to 
read.

The writer is a syndicated 
book reviewer.

THE BOOKWORM

“Leaving Time” 
by Jodi Picoult

c.2014, Ballantine Books                    
$28.00/$30.00 Canada

416 pages

PHOTO/ADAM BOUSKA 

Jodi Picoult

SIGN UP and receive an electronic version  
of the Alexandria Times every week!

electronicedition@alextimes.com

T O D A Y

E M A I L
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

Park, 4001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: 612-986-5028

CONCERT: 20TH CENTURY 
MASTERWORKS Michael De 
Sapio on violin and Teodora Adja-
rova on piano present a program of 
neoclassical works from the 20th 
century, including the Irving Fine’s 
Violin Sonata and Igor Stravinsky’s 

Suite Italienne.
Time: 3 to 4 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: michaelmartind@
gmail.com

CONCERT: ARS NOVA CHAM-
BER ORCHESTRA The Ars Nova 
Chamber Orchestra performs works 
by Strauss, Mendelssohn, and 
Beethoven. Tickets cost $15 in 
advance, $20 at the door.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: www.ancoselfcon-
ducted.org

November 2
FIRST-PERSON WORKSHOP 
A four-part workshop on how to 
research and develop a character, 
select appropriate period clothes 
and practice in character. There is 
also the opportunity to step on stage 
during Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s 

2014 Candlelight Tour Program. Cost 
is $40 for the series, $12 per class 
as space allows; tickets must be 
purchased in advance.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
www.gadsbystavern.org

November 3
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two training sessions in which 
young people can learn how to give 
initial help to someone showing signs 
of a mental illness or mental health 
crisis. Registration is free with space 
limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

November 4
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to some-
one showing signs of a mental illness 
or mental health crisis. Registration 
is free with space limited to 20 per 
class. 
Time: 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

November 5
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The 
second of two training sessions in 
which young people can learn how to 
give initial help to someone showing 
signs of a mental illness or mental 
health crisis. Registration is free with 
space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

WORLD WAR ONE LECTURE 
“World War One: France and The 
War to End All Wars in Memory and 
Remembrance,” a lecture by Thomas 
Christianson, senior historian for the 
Secretary of Defense. The lecture 
and wine and cheese reception are 
sponsored by the Alexandria-Caen 
Sister Cities Committee.
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.alexandriacaen.
wordpress.com

November 6
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which people 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Regis-
tration is free, but space is limited to 
20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

November 8
SOLDIER-LED TOURS Tour the 
historic fort with an interpreter 
who will portray a Civil War veteran 
returning to Fort Ward and reminisc-
ing about his army experience in 
the Defenses of Washington. Tours 
begin in the museum at 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m., and last about 90 minutes.
Time: 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & 
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.
Information: 703-746-4848

ORNAMENT DECORATING AT 
FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE Resi-
dents of all ages can decorate and 
take home dough ornaments made 
in shapes inspired by firefighting, 
such as fire helmets, fire trucks and 
fire hydrants.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or 
www.friendshipfirehouse.net

November 9
FAMILY DAY Junior docents from 
grades four through seven lead a 
tour of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. 
All service veterans, active duty 
personnel and their immediate 
families receive free admission. For 
all others, entry costs $5 for adults 
and $3 for children aged 5-12.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
www.alexandriava.gov/gadsbys-
tavern

November 11
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which people 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Reg-
istration is free with space limited 
to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

28TH ANNUAL CAREGIVER 
CONFERENCE A conference 
for family caregivers, volunteers 
working with older adults and 
professionals in aging and related 
services.
Time: 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Location: First Baptist Church of 
Alexandria, 2932 King St.
Information: 703-746-5694 or 
debbie.ludington@alexandriava.gov

November 13
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which people 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Reg-
istration is free with space limited 
to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs
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The verdict’s in: ‘The Judge’ is a bust
Movie buffs will find 
better drama in an 
actual courthouse

BY RICHARD ROEPER 

The real crime of “The 
Judge” is that the blazing 
comet that is Robert Downey 
Jr. and the ever-interesting 
Billy Bob Thornton play op-
posing attorneys in a heater 
case in which the great Rob-
ert Duvall is the defendant — 
Duvall is Downey’s father to 
boot — and yet the courtroom 
fi reworks never explode be-
yond the level of a few pop-
ping ladyfi ngers and maybe 
one M-80.

What a waste of potential 
pyrotechnics.

This is the kind of legal 
thriller in which a judge will 
lean back and forget he has 
the gavel so we can get a poi-
gnant exchange between wit-
ness and attorney — an ex-
change more appropriate for 
a family gathering than a 
murder trial. It’s the kind of 
movie where revelations and 
verdicts are met with almost 
cartoonish over-the-top col-
lective gasps from the over-
fl ow crowd in the courtroom. 

Come on.
Nearly every scene in 

“The Judge” lays it on thick-
er than the syrup on the pan-
cakes they’re serving in the 
obligatory small-town din-
er where the townsfolk gath-
er every morning to shoot the 
breeze.

You ready? Downey plays 
Hank Palmer, a hotshot shark 
of a Chicago defense attor-
ney with a slew of wealthy 
clients, a sprawling estate in 
Highland Park, a gorgeous 
wife and an adorable daugh-
ter who talks just like ador-
able daughters always talk in 
movies such as this. Life isn’t 
exactly perfect, especially on 
the home front, but it’s a mil-
lion miles away from Hank’s 
upbringing in the rural town 
of Carlinville, Ind., which is 

just the way Hank likes it.
Then comes the call. Hank 

has to come home to say 
goodbye to his mother.

As Hank drives his rented 
vehicle alone through the old 
hometown, he actually speaks 
out loud, saying things like, 
“Nothing ever changes,” even 
though the visuals are doing 
a pretty good job of estab-
lishing Carlinville as a clas-
sic Heartland America small 
town.

Vincent D’Onofrio, burly 
and unshaven, plays Hank’s 
older brother Glen, whose 
dreams of becoming a pro 
baseball player were shat-
tered in a car accident just 
when the scouts where com-
ing ‘round to see him.

D’Onofrio does a fi ne 
job with the cliched “Broth-
er Who Stayed Behind” role. 
Jeremy Strong, however, is 
unable to rescue an even more 
cliched character: Strong 
plays Dale Palmer, the third 
brother, who is mentally chal-
lenged and walks around with 
an 8mm movie camera, which 
he uses as a buffer from real-
ity. The scene in which Dale 
shows a montage of old mov-
ies to the entire family goes 
from unbearably mawkish 
to shamelessly manipulative 
and utterly illogical, and I’ll 
just leave it at that.

Duvall is still the best in 
the business at playing an 

old cuss, and he’s perfectly 
cast as Judge Joseph Palm-
er, who has ruled the local 
courthouse with an iron gav-
el for 42 years. The judge’s 
relationship with Hank is so 
frosty that when Hank shows 
up for his mother’s wake, the 
judge takes a break from hug-
ging all the local cops so he 
can give his son a handshake.

Director David Dobkin is 
best known for broad come-
dies such as “Wedding Crash-

ers,” “Fred Claus” and “The 
Change-Up.” He has a decent 
touch for the lighter scenes in-
volving Hank and an old fl ame 
(Vera Farmiga), but when it 
comes to the melodrama, “The 
Judge” piles it on at every turn.

After a number of scenes 
that establish just how much 
Judge Palmer and Hank de-
spise each other, the judge is 
accused in a murder case, and 
after a lot of hemming and 
hawing, he fi nally, reluctant-
ly asks Hank to defend him.

Enter Billy Bob Thorn-
ton as the viper-like prose-
cutor Dwight Dickham, and 
yes, the last name is pro-
nounced like you think it’s 
pronounced. We know Dick-
ham is a formidable SOB be-
cause he has one of those col-
lapsible, steel drinking cups, 
and every time he expands it, 
he might as well be unleash-
ing an executioner’s sword.

In one of the best scenes 
in the fi lm, Dickham dress-
es down Hank — not in the 
courtroom, but in a closed-door 
meeting between just the two of 

them. Vera Farmiga’s Saman-
tha also gives Hank a well-de-
served lecture about his hyper-
active way of “vomiting” glib, 
second-guessing commentary 
about everyone in his life.

Downey is arguably the 
most talented movie star in 
the world not to have won an 
Oscar, but it would be nice 
to see him change it up and 
not play yet another charac-
ter who’s smarter and talks 
faster than everyone in every 
room he’s ever in. He has oth-
er gears.

Still, Downey commands 
the screen, and even the mi-
nor supporting players such 
as Leighton Meester and Dax 
Shepard do fi ne with the roles 
they’ve been given.

But the story isn’t there. 
The actual case isn’t all that 
complex or compelling, and 
the eventual explanation for 
what happened is almost an 
afterthought. By the time all 
the ghosts and feuds have 
been put to rest, it’s surpris-
ing how little we care about 
these characters.

PHOTO/WARNER BROS. PICTURES

Robert Downey Jr. plays a hotshot defense attorney who must 
come to the aid of his father, portrayed by Robert Duvall, in ‘The 
Judge.’ Though stocked with a few of Hollywood’s best and bright-
est, the fi lm’s story is severely lacking. 
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Help your home radiate warmth
BY MARY G. PEPITONE

A radiant heating system 
can take the chill off ceram-
ic tile and the “brrrrrr” out of 
marble fl ooring. 

Concrete, stone, tile and 
wood fl oors can be warmed 
by pipes that carry heated wa-
ter or mats that conduct elec-
tricity, which are affi xed to 
the subfl ooring. Rather than 
heating an area with conven-
tional forced hot air, radiant 
fl oor-heating systems not only 
warm the surface on which 
people walk, but that heat is 
eventually absorbed and ra-

diated a house’s contents as 
well. 

Prevalent in Europe, Amer-
icans are warming to the usage 
of radiant heating systems, 
says Mark Eatherton, exec-
utive director of the Radiant 
Professionals Alliance (RPA), 
based in Mokena, Illinois. 

“Radiant heat is an even 
heat, unlike a forced-air heat-
ing system, which can have 
pockets of warmed air,” he 
says. “Technological advanc-
es and product innovations 
have stepped up interest in ra-
diant heating.”

Using radiant heat to cre-

ate a warmer home isn’t new. 
The ancient Romans built hy-
pocausts, which were fl oors 
raised on tile piers that were 
heated from beneath. Used 
initially for bathhouses about 
100 B.C., hypocausts were 
a common feature of stone 
houses in colder parts of the 
Roman Empire.

While today’s radiant heat-
ing systems are much more 
sophisticated, they operate on 
the same physical principles 
of energy transference — the 
movement of heat from warm 
objects to colder ones. The Ra-
diant Professionals Alliance is 

a trade organization of 250 
members that primarily works 
with hydronic (water) radiant 
fl oor-heating systems. Cross-
linked polyethylene (PEX) 
tubing is a long-lasting, fl ex-
ible pipe that carries heated 
water beneath the fl oor’s sur-
face and doesn’t corrode.

A boiler system heats 
the water, which is pumped 
through tubes in a closed-loop 
hydronic radiant fl oor system. 
Eatherton says a hydronic ra-
diant system is easier to install 
during new construction, as 

 PHOTO/STEP WARMFLOOR

A radiant heating system in-
stalled under stone or tile can 
be a creature comfort that 
takes the chill off the fl oor in 
a bathroom. This Aspen, Colo-
rado, home has a STEP Warm-
fl oor system installed under the 
tile in the bathroom and under 
pavers outside, which melt the 
snow.

At a Glance:
Location: 305 Columbia Road,
Alexandria, VA 22302

Price: $1,599,000

Size: 4,516 square feet

Year Built: 1992

Bedrooms: 4

Bathrooms: 4-and-a-half

Contact: Elizabeth Lucchesi, McEnearney
Associates, 703-868-5676, www.lizluke.com

Stunning Colonial home ready for a new owner today
If you were to blink while 

wandering through Jefferson 
Park, you might miss the tiny 
cul de sac of Columbia Road 
where this elegant home is lo-
cated. 

That would be unfortu-
nate, as this Colonial is a 
stunning property and ready 
for someone to move in right 
away. 

The home is ideal for en-
tertaining, whether a more 
formal Thanksgiving dinner 
in the dining room or a casual 

brunch with friends sitting at 
the kitchen island while you 
fl ip pancakes. Recently up-
dated with beautiful custom 
cabinets, this gourmet kitch-
en can handle any event. On 
the second fl oor you will fi nd 
the master bedroom, com-
plete with a vaulted ceiling, 
two walk-in closets and a gor-
geous bathroom. There are 
three other bedrooms on this 
fl oor, including one with an 
attached bath that would be 
perfect for guests. 

The walkout basement 
is an ideal recreation room 
or potential home theater. 
There’s plenty of storage 
space on this level, too. 

Once you’ve stepped 
onto the deck — surround-
ed by tall trees and chirp-
ing birds — you can’t help 
but smile, knowing you’re 
so close to city life but also 
in your own little nature pre-
serve. It’s an easy commute 
to D.C., Arlington and Old 
Town.

HOME OF THE WEEK

ADVERTORIAL

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

PHOTO/DS CREATIVE GROUP

It’s an easy walk to Mount Vernon Avenue from your front door.

At Home
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Love the hat! 
Where’d you

get it?

Thanks!
I made it.

Make your own.

915 King Street  Old Town
             703-684-1435

Friday, October 17
Fair trade wine tasting, international
cuisine, door prizes, silent auction, and more!

Festivities begin at 6:00 pm

Spin a yarn at fibre space
Shops like fi bre space have 

everything going for them: 
unique products and servic-
es that are fun and in demand, 
a friendly, knowledgeable sales 
staff, great location and a won-
derful, welcoming ambiance.  

Colorful yarns adorn the in-
viting shop, which is located on 
Old Town’s main drag at 1219 
King St. More than just pretty, 
the yarns are eco-friendly, ba-
by-friendly, hand-dyed and an-
imal-free. There are merino 
and merino blends, silk blends, 
Wensleydale, Shetland, Colum-
bia and blue-faced Leicester as 
well as more common yarns. 

The lovely shop is best known 
for having a large selection of 
otherwise diffi cult to fi nd yarns, 
including little known compa-
nies like Woolfolk, Brooklyn 

Tweed, Neighborhood Fiber Co. 
and Miss Babs. In the knitting 
and spinning world, fi bre space 
is well-known as being a place a 
wide variety of supplies, includ-
ing more than six different nee-
dle and crochet hook lines — al-
ways in stock, and in every size 
imaginable. Their needle wall is 
a repurposed vintage mail sorter, 
an ingenious way to organize so 
many different products. 

While the shop’s staff is well 
versed and ready to help, the 
classes are what really set fi bre 
space apart. For example, once a 
month on Friday afternoon, there 
are popular children’s classes. 
The project-based classes are of-
fered at every skill level and are 
capped at six students. 

And every Wednesday eve-
ning, the store hosts free skills-

based workshops. Plus, fi bre space 
is open late on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays for free stitching help. 
Knitters enjoy gathering in the 
lounge space to chat and share tips.

Many children have held 
birthday parties at fi bre space 
while adults have enjoyed bridal 
and baby showers. Occasionally, 
partygoers learn knitting basics 
and then create a unique gift for 
the honored guest.  

To learn more about fi bre space 
at 1219 King St., call 703-664-

0344 or visit www.fi brespace.
com. The shop is open seven 

days a week: from 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. on Monday, Tuesday and 

Friday; 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday; 10 

a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday; and 
noon to 6 p.m. on Sunday.

Shop Around the Corner
A special advertising feature of the Alexandria Times
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Shining a light on a possible compromise at 
T.C. Williams High School’s athletic fields

To the editor:
The neighbors of T.C. 

Williams are right to be con-
cerned about installing lights 
at the high school’s football 
field, but a reasonable com-
promise should be possible. 

Their valid concerns in-
clude glare, noise, unauthor-
ized users and the frequency 
of the lights’ use. Meanwhile, 
neighbors have spoken to the 
sanctity of T.C.’s existing 
special use permit, as if these 
are never amended. 

There’s also been misin-
formation disseminated by 
at least one civic associa-
tion president. This person 
claims that the lights would 
cost as much as $4 million 
while talking about an al-
leged city scheme to rent the 

field 365 nights a year. The 
latter is a far-fetched notion 
given the city’s existing ca-
pacity at six other fields. 

This debate should be 
about finding a solution for 
the thousands of T.C. stu-
dents, parents, alumni and 
fans that also addresses val-
id neighbor concerns. That 
solution should include in-
stalling state-of-the-art light 
and sound systems, mini-
mizing light bleed, glare and 
noise. A line of fast grow-
ing trees should be planted 
along the fence lines. Night-
time use should be limit-
ed to weeknight T.C. games 
that end at a reasonable 
hour.  The lights should be 
off completely and the field 
locked on the other (approx-

imately 325) nights.
Let’s install the lights — 

and govern nighttime field 
use — in a responsible man-
ner that is respectful of the 
neighbors’ valid concerns. 
If we do, citizens of Alex-
andria will be able to come 
together more often and 
in greater numbers to cel-
ebrate our young athletes 
(like T.C.’s state champi-
on boys soccer team), enjoy 
a night out and, for a cou-
ple of hours every once in 
a while, revel in being one 
community.  

We could all use more of 
that. 

- Bonnie and Bill 
Rossello 

Alexandria

Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

City police embody 
never-give-up attitude

Alexandria’s police department is on quite a roll.
Since the beginning of September the department’s 

detectives have secured first degree murder indictments 
in two “cold case” murders: those of Nancy Dunning 
and Michael James Horton.

Old, unsolved homicides roil communities in many 
ways. In the case of Horton, his 2009 murder came on 
the heels of nine others in the Parker-Gray neighbor-
hood in preceding years. That much violence, topped 
by a long-unsolved case, can leave a community feel-
ing both vulnerable and neglected — as if their safety 
is not a priority. 

Dunning was a much-loved community lead-
er whose death simultaneously left a void and cast a 
shadow of suspicion over her husband, former Alex-
andria sheriff Jim Dunning. It was a shadow he nev-
er fully escaped before his own death in South Caro-
lina in 2012.

Grand juries indicted Charles Severance on Sep-
tember 11 in Dunning’s murder, and on Tuesday hand-
ed down an indictment of Willie Smith in Horton’s 
slaying. Severance is a former fringe mayoral candi-
date who also is accused of killing Ronald Kirby and 
Ruthanne Lodato. Smith currently is incarcerated for 
an unrelated crime.

Alexandria Chief of Police Earl Cook expounded 
on how difficult it is to solve old murder cases, say-
ing “We do not have the necessary resources for a full-
time cold case unit. Our detectives carry a full case 
load and they investigate these cold cases in addition 
to their normal duties because of their commitment to 
the families of the victims.”

Any cold-case closure is significant, but two in just 
over a month is extraordinary.

Alexandria police also secured capital murder in-
dictments in September against Severance in the Kir-
by and Lodato slayings. They also brought Kashif 
Bashir, who shot police officer Peter Laboy in Febru-
ary 2013,  to trial this month. Despite the verdict of in-
sanity, Bashir’s capture, trial and forced medical treat-
ment means a dangerous man will be off the streets.

We live in a dangerous world, where have to be cau-
tious even in our own neighborhoods. However, know-
ing that we have a police force that doesn’t stop trying 
to solve cases five and even 10 years later is a com-
fort. It means that should the unthinkable ever happen 
to a family member or friend, they won’t be forgotten.

Cook said he was “extremely  proud of the hard work 
and dedication” that led to the arrest of Smith. We echo 
his sentiments — and they apply to police work in the 
deaths of not just Horton, but also Dunning, Kirby and 
Lodato as well as in the Laboy shooting.

The detectives and officers of the Alexandria Police 
Department have done us proud.
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Senior Corner
with Chris Wright 

Chris Wright

Give bike lanes a fair hearing
To the editor:

I am writing in response to 
an article entitled “Old Town 
bike lanes concept draws crit-
icism” (September 18). The 
problem, according to the arti-
cle, is that Old Town resident 
Townsend Van Fleet “believes 
offi cials have already made up 
their minds to add bike lanes” 
and that this reduces public 
meetings to “pro forma occur-
rences to satisfy the requirement 
for public input.”

The fact is that many city 
policies and plans, all thor-
oughly vetted by the public, 
already say that Old Town — 
and the rest of Alexandria — 
will have bike lanes. To say 
that there is something wrong 
with the decision to add bike 
lanes is like saying that there 
is something wrong with the 
decision to keep funding the 
DASH bus system. 

The most recent census fi g-
ures show that Washington is on 
track to become the strongest 

bicycling city in the country. 
Nearly 5 percent of D.C. resi-
dents primarily commute by bi-
cycle, second only to Portland, 
Ore., among large cities. Bicy-
cling in the metropolitan region 
is growing quickly in compari-
son to other cities. Of course we 
need bike lanes.

The specifi cs, however, re-
main to be determined through 
our public process. As with the 
King Street bike lanes last year, 
I expect that any plan presented 
by city staff will be discussed 
and modifi ed in a spirit of com-
promise.

When given a chance, the 
public process works. The sad 
truth, however, is that a few 
residents of Alexandria have 
been actively working to sub-
vert the public process by at-
tacking concepts that are in the 
early planning stages and have 
not yet been publicly presented. 
They spread rumors about those 
plans, such as that many park-
ing spaces will be removed, and 

write letters to city councilors 
based on those rumors. 

Earlier this year the Roy-
al Street greenway was delayed 
through this subversion of the 
public process. The concept, an 
element of the bicycle and pe-
destrian mobility plan, is in-
tended to siphon bicycle traffi c 
off of crowded Union Street. As 
such, the waterfront commis-
sion supports it. 

Still, Rich Baier, former 
head of the transportation and 
environmental services depart-
ment, shelved it without a sin-
gle public hearing.

The time has come for the 
city manager and city council 
to stand up for the public pro-
cess. If we are to have a bicycle 
network that the majority of our 
residents will support, we must 
use the public process to debate 
actual plans instead of unfound-
ed rumors.

- Jonathan Krall
Alexandria

Independent bicyclist counts must 
precede talk of installing bike lanes
To the editor:

Out of sheer curiosity, I 
counted bicycles while ob-
serving the behavior of pe-
destrians and motorists at 
the intersection of Royal and 
Cameron streets on Septem-
ber 4 between 5 and 7 p.m. 

The day and time corre-
sponds with those used by the 
city and its data collection vol-
unteers from the bicycle and 
pedestrian advisory commit-
tee. I did this in order to pro-
vide a blind count of the fl ows, 
i.e. one uninfl uenced by prior 
alerts. Here is what I found:

A total of 43 bicycles 
passed through the intersec-
tion of Royal and Camer-
on streets. Thirty-two bicy-
clists, mostly going south, 
used Royal Street. The major-
ity — 27 — did not stop at the 
stop sign. 

On Cameron Street I 
counted 11 bicyclists, and 10 
did not stop for the sign. All 
except one headed west. One 
person using Royal Street 
made a complete stop, rec-
ognized the drivers, and pro-
ceeded. Most experts con-
sider this best practice for 
bicyclists. There was one 
Capital Bikeshare rider going 
north.

All cars, and there were 
many using this busy inter-
section, stopped and honored 
the protocol for proceeding 
through a four-way stop sign. 
Two SUVs made U-turns in 
order to get parking spaces. 
People and their pets came 
out at 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
There were no runners.

It will be interesting to 
compare these counts with 
those of the city and the ad-

visory committee, which in 
their search for volunteers 
published the places, dates 
and times for the count. In 
standard research practice, 
this would be expected to in-
fl ate the count, and is a regu-
lar way of evaluating the ef-
fectiveness of advertising.

Before making any de-
cisions regarding installing 
bike lanes along Old Town’s 
streets, electronic counts must 
be done. It would be best to 
do them very close to the ad-
visory committee’s counts in 
order to validate both — with 
and without prior notifi cation 
of the large, regional advoca-
cy audience.  

Valid research outcomes 
make for better decisions.

- Kathryn Papp
Alexandria

It’s time to prepare
I recently read an ar-

ticle on Forbes.com ti-
tled “Americans’ ostrich 
approach to estate plan-
ning.” It noted that more 
than half of Americans 
older than 45 do not have 
a last will and testament. 

Another study, found 
in a 2013 article pub-
lished in the Ameri-
can Journal of Public 
Health, stated that while 
60 percent of people old-
er than 18 want 
their end of life 
wishes to be re-
spected, only 
about a third of 
them have ac-
tually executed 
advance direc-
tives (a written 
and signed doc-
ument stating your wish-
es for health care treat-
ment).

To borrow the “im-
portant versus urgent” 
analytic tool from Ste-
ven Covey, estate plan-
ning is important. But 
unless you have been di-
agnosed with a terminal 
illness, it usually is not 
urgent. 

Most of us know 
these documents eventu-
ally will be most impor-
tant. These are the doc-
uments that our families 
will need to cope with an 
urgent situation one day. 

So why do we pro-
crastinate?

Maybe we think that 
our estate is not big 
enough. Estate planning 
is only for the rich, we 
tell ourselves. 

Maybe we’re super-
stitious and think that 
as soon as we take care 

of our affairs death will 
come knocking at our 
door. 

We might also think 
the price of retaining an 
attorney to properly draft 
these documents is ex-
pensive if not unafford-
able. 

Whatever the reason, 
it ends up leaving the 
burden on your family 
members. They then are 
left trying to take care 

of your affairs 
without any 
written guid-
ance detailing 
your wishes 
and desires.

Do not de-
lay! If you are 
in the catego-
ry of folks who 

know you need to do 
something but haven’t 
done it yet, then come to 
this year’s Senior Law 
Day.  

From 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. this Saturday, 
Senior Services of Alex-
andria and the Alexandria 
Bar Association will host 
this fourth annual event 
at First Baptist Church at 
2932 King St. This free 
event is open to the pub-
lic. Come hear local ex-
perts, including attor-
neys, fi nancial advisors 
and experts from AARP, 
discuss the importance of 
estate planning and long-
term care planning.

Please register online 
in advance or give senior 
services a call at 703-
836-4414 ext. 10

The writer is an attorney 
with Vogelman, Turner 

& Wright, PC.



22 | OCTOBER 16, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Please refrain 
from letting your 
dog treat my lawn 
like a bathroom
To the editor:

If someone unfamiliar with Alexandria 
read Isabel Alvarez’s September 4 pet column 
(“Can’t homeowners and dog-walkers just get 
along?”), he or she would come away with the 
impression that our city is full of crotchety, 
dog-hating killjoys who have nothing better to 
do than lie in wait for a beleaguered minority of 
oppressed dog-owners who just want to fi nd a 
spot where their poor innocent pooches can an-
swer nature’s call.

Anyone who knows anything about Alexan-
dria knows this to be false, but the victim men-
tality on display in Alvarez’s column is trou-
bling. If homeowners and dog-walkers are to 
get along, dog-walkers must do their part to rec-
ognize the legitimate concerns of homeowners.

I, like many Alexandrians, spend a signifi -
cant amount of time and effort maintaining my 
front yard, which contributes to the welcoming 
vibe of the neighborhood that Alvarez wants to 
see. I do not have any “award-winning toma-
toes” or other exotic fl ora in my front yard, just 
a modest lawn. A couple of months ago, I no-
ticed a couple of plate-sized patches of grass 
going brown even as the rest of the lawn con-
tinued to grow. 

One evening I returned home to discover the 
reason: a dog relieving itself on my lawn while 
out for a walk. Respect for the homeowner’s 
work to seed, weed, water and otherwise care 
for the lawn evidently was not a consideration 
for the dog-walker, who nonchalantly walked 
away as I approached.

That front yard is part of my property. It is 
part of my home and a major investment. It’s 
not a dog park. 

I have a right to expect dog-walkers to dem-
onstrate some consideration, such as by not let-
ting their pets pee in that spot, particularly when 
it’s clearly causing harm to the lawn. Also, if 
homeowners want to plant tomatoes or fl ow-
ers or anything else near the sidewalk to beau-
tify their front lawn that is their right. It is in-
cumbent on dog-walkers to show a little respect 
by not allowing their pets to use other people’s 
property as a bathroom.

Alexandria is a great place for dogs and a 
great place for homeowners. For the most part 
everyone does get along. The responsibility for 
keeping it that way falls at least as much on 
dog-walkers as homeowners.

- Brian Burton
Alexandria

Applying the same rules to cyclists as 
motorists is nonsensical and dangerous
To the editor:

At a recent city council pub-
lic hearing the topic of bike lanes 
was discussed. Bicycle opponents 
called for stepping up punishment 
of cyclists who ignore traffi c laws.  

As both a cyclist and a motor 
vehicle driver, applying laws en-
acted to regulate motorized vehi-
cles to bicyclists is like trying to 
fi t the proverbial square peg into 
a round hole — both the motorist 
and the cyclist will be disadvan-
taged.

As a motorist, nothing irks me 
more than being behind a cyclist 
who is turning left.  Not only does 
the cyclist disrupt the general fl ow 
of traffi c, but the cyclist is in the 
perilous and nerve-racking posi-
tion of facing approaching traffi c 
as well as drivers passing on their 
right.  As a cyclist, I fi nd it better 
to ride through an intersection and 

cross the street when traffi c either 
abates or when I “have” the traf-
fi c light. This is safer for me and 
means that faster moving automo-
bile traffi c is not impeded.  

At other times, cyclists may be 
safer and pose less of a hindrance 
to motor vehicles by hopping a 
curb or engaging in acts that are 
contrary to the rules of the road.

While bicycling in traffi c I am 
most concerned with lazy and in-
attentive drivers. I understand that 
the act of using one’s turn signal 
may be felt to constitute a form 
of aerobic exercise by some, but 
for the cyclist, the lack of a sig-
nal can be a matter of life or death.  
I make every effort to ride defen-
sively and feel safest riding as 
near to the curb as possible — re-
maining on the lookout for car 
doors opening suddenly and evad-
ing roadside debris. 

If a car behind me has its right 
turn signal on, I will either speed 
up to get out of the turning car’s 
path, or will slow down to avoid 
being in the turning car’s blind-
spot.  Within the past year, I’ve 
seen two cyclists wind up on the 
pavement because of negligent 
right-turning cars. 

Biking should be encouraged 
in the city for a multitude of rea-
sons. Yet rigidly applying traffi c 
rules on cyclists does not serve 
the best or safest interests of ei-
ther the driving or cycling public. 
I would suggest that cyclists have 
more of an incentive to avoid ac-
cidents with cars than cars have 
with cyclists, and that cyclists are 
necessarily the more vigilant of 
the two.

- Matt Harris
Alexandria

Tension between cyclists and motorists 
would ease if everyone obeyed traffic laws
To the editor:

I would like to respond to Andy 
Bakker’s letter in the Sept. 11 is-
sue of the paper (“Motorists break 
the law as often as cyclists”).

I concur that a few motorists 
break the law and even some pe-
destrians in Old Town engage in 
fl agrant jaywalking. But I am not 
so sure about his conclusion that 
motorists, or even pedestrians, 
fl out the law as often as bicyclists 
do.

I live in Old Town. I run, walk 
and ride my bike every day in my 
neighborhood along South Union 

and South Royal streets. I have 
never encountered the same expe-
rience as Bakker. Very few bicy-
clists stop — or even slow down 
— at the stop signs, whereas mo-
torists overwhelmingly do so. 

While jogging along these 
roads recently, I encountered 
more than six bicyclists who ig-
nored stop signs. They continued 
to ignore traffi c laws even after I 
called to them to stop at the signs. 

Not a single automobile driver 
needed this warning.

I don’t know what Bakker has 
encountered, but it is not in agree-

ment with the experience of this 
Old Town resident.

Let’s assume I am wrong and 
Bakker is correct. Obeying the 
law is not a quid pro quo situa-
tion. The solution to the growing 
tension between bicyclists and au-
tomobiles — and to improving 
the overall quality of life in the 
neighborhood — is for everyone 
to obey the rules of the road, and 
also for the City of Alexandria to 
enforce the laws.

- Arnold Miller
Alexandria

SIGN UP and receive an electronic version  
of the Alexandria Times every week!

electronicedition@alextimes.com
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Weekly Poll
Last Week This Week

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Send your comments to: letters@alextimes.com
Letters must be signed by the writer. Include address and phone for verifi cation (not for publication). Letters are subject to editing for clarity and length. Personal attacks will not be published.

A. Yes.
B. No.

Has the resolution of the Dunning and Horton cold 

cases changed your view of the police department?

What is your reaction to Dominion Virginia Power’s proposed 

230-kilovolt transmission line?

Take the poll at alextimes.com

61% It is a needed infrastructure project. 

22% I am ambivalent. 

17% It is an unnecessary disruption. Total Voters: 41

OUT OF THE ATTIC

The true cost of war
As the first photographer 

for the Union Army, Andrew 
Russell’s duty in Alexandria 
primarily focused on docu-
menting the extensive mili-
tary assets found throughout 
the occupied city.  

But the former landscape 
artist, he was not content 
with providing a simple in-
ventory or routine status up-
date on local resources. Far 
exceeding his superiors’ ob-
jectives, his photographs pro-
vided a rare glimpse into the 
life-and-death nature of com-
munity during the Civil War. 
This Russell view of the Al-
exandria National Cemetery 
late in the war documents the 
massive amount of military 
deaths that occurred with-
in the city during a two-year 
period. The single mournful 
figure captured in the image, 
just to the right of the mas-
sive cross that once stood in 
the landscaped oval, appears 
stunned by the magnitude of 
the war’s toll.

Action to create the na-
tion’s first national cemetery 
officially began on October 
15, 1862, when the City of 
Alexandria formally leased 
land at the west end of Wil-
kes Street to the federal gov-
ernment. Before the war, the 
four-acre parcel was a pri-
vately owned plot known as 
Spring Garden Farm.

But with the rapid ex-
pansion of other communi-
ty cemeteries and its loca-

tion on what then was the 
outskirts of the city, the gen-
tly rolling site was a natural 
choice for fallen soldiers. At 
first, it housed soldiers who 
died in training or from ill-
ness at one of several hospi-
tals developed in Alexandria 
at the start of the war. But 
— as recorded in this photo-
graph — with the fighting in 
Northern Virginia intensify-
ing by 1864 the hastily pre-
pared cemetery grounds rap-
idly filled.

Adding to the crunch, 
slain black soldiers — mem-
bers of the U.S. Colored 
Troops — were moved from 
Freedmen’s Cemetery to the 
site after what may have 
been the nation’s first civil 
rights appeal. 

More land was acquired, 
but soon after burials also 
began on the grounds of Ar-

lington House, home of Con-
federate Gen. Robert E. Lee, 
which later became Arling-
ton National Cemetery.

Now listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places, Alexandria Nation-
al Cemetery is notable for 
its beautiful grounds, archi-
tecture and ornamental gate. 
In July 1922, a large, gran-
ite boulder memorial was 
erected by the federal gov-
ernment to honor the burial 
site of the “Pursuers of Pres-
ident Lincoln’s Assassin.” 
The four men were Quar-
termaster Corps employ-
ees who drowned in the Po-
tomac River on April 24, 
1865, while pursuing John 
Wilkes Booth.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

PHOTO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

In response to 
In Response 

to: “Old Town 

Theater for sale,” 

October 2:

Carol M Dupre 
writes:

… Old Town is 
a ‘draw’ only for its 
shopping, eating and 
drinking. Anything 
connected to arts or 
the fl avor of a cultural 
space is really periph-
eral. Certain buildings 
could turn this visitor 
attitude around and re-
connect Old Town to its 
origins and original re-
sources … such as the 
Athenaeum, which still 
manages to pull in de-
cent crowds from Alex-
andria and other areas. 
Another rather magnif-
icent space is the cen-
trally placed Old Town 
Theater, which is de-
serving of not just a cli-
ent or buyer or take-
over, but some serious 
thought by those … 
who could make it a 
reason for celebration 
and not merely anoth-
er shopping mall. The 
right decision could 
create a renaissance 
rather than a disas-
ter capable of reach-
ing far into a future, [si-
multaneously] denying 
the best of all possible 
worlds.

FROM THE WEB
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opposed to retrofi tting a sys-
tem into an existing home. 

“A hydronic radiant fl oor-
heating system must be spe-
cially designed for each 
house, but minimally, you 
want at least one linear foot 
of tubing per square footage 
in the home,” he says. “When 
compared to forced-air heat-
ing systems, energy cost sav-
ings with radiant heat can av-
erage between 15 percent to 
50 percent, depending on a 
home’s location and how well 
it is built and insulated.”

A qualified plumber 
should be contracted to install 
a hydronic system with indus-

try-estimated costs between 
$8 to $10 per square foot for 
new construction. Loops of 
PEX tubing can be embed-
ded in a concrete basement 
or placed between the floor 
joists in upper floors. Above-
ground applications using ra-
diant floor heating should 
have double the amount of 
insulation in walls and attics 
to maximize the warming ef-
fect. When the system is first 
turned on, floors may take a 
day to warm up to 75 degrees, 
but, once warmed, the heat is 
easily maintained.

A detraction is that a ra-
diant fl oor heating system 
might be considered a redun-
dancy, since duct work for air 
conditioning is often standard 

in home construction. But, 
Eatherton says, industry man-
ufacturers are working to per-
fect radiant cooling systems 
coupled with air circulation.

If a homeowner wants to 
take the chill off the floor in 
a small area, an electric heat-
ed-floor system under stone 
or tile can be a creature com-
fort and is a preferable ret-
rofit in an existing home. 
Electric mats or rolls are con-
structed of coils of heat resis-
tance wires that are joined to 
a supporting material. These 
heating mats are designed to 
operate like an electric blan-
ket under the floor. Bathroom 
floors can achieve a comfort-
able temperature in less than 
an hour and can be controlled 
by a programmable thermo-
stat.

STEP Warmfl oor is an in-
novative hybrid of an elec-
tric fl oor-warming system 
designed to heat an entire 
house. Manufactured by Elec-
tro Plastics Inc. near St. Lou-
is, the product is a low-volt-
age polymer radiant heating 
system, which has thin wires 
that warm plastic, then radi-
ates the heat at a temperature 
that is self-regulating. 

“STEP Warmfl oor’s sys-
tem cannot overheat because 
the black carbons in the plas-
tic are semi-conductive to 
a maximum temperature of 
85 degrees,” says Monica Ir-
gens, president of the compa-
ny. “Our product runs on AC, 
using a 24-volt transformer, 
or DC current, such as a so-
lar- or wind-powered source.”

An electrician should 
connect the system to the 

power source, and Irgens 
estimates the installation 
of STEP Warmfloor to cost 
between $11 and $15 per 
square foot. 

Radiant heating systems 
are heating up outside homes, 
too. Called “snowmelt” sys-
tems, these radiant heat as-
semblies are embedded un-
der sidewalks and driveways. 
These systems work by heat-
ing snow-covered surfaces to 
38-degrees, at which temper-
ature, the precipitation evap-
orates.

A radiant heating sys-
tem is an effective way to 
clear a snow-covered path-
way without tearing up dec-
orative concrete, stone or 
brick. Snowmelt systems 
can be both electrical or 

hydronic, with anti-freeze 
added to circulating wa-
ter. Irgens says the STEP 
Warmfloor product can also 
be installed under rooftops, 
to prevent ice dams from 
forming near roof over-
hangs and gutters. 

Educated consumers are 
turning up the heat on radi-
ant heating systems, not only 
because of long-term energy 
savings, but because of the 
warmth they provide. 

“Radiant heat is like 
a blanket of comfort in-
side the home that you can 
only experience,” Eather-
ton says. “When you step in-
side a home that has radiant 
heat, your body immediately 
senses a total, encompassing 
warmth.”

WARMTH 
FROM | 18

Bountiful Blessings

THE BOARD OF LADY MANAGERSTHE BOARD OF LADY MANAGERS

Invites You to Its Annual
FASHION SHOW, LUNCHEON

and SILENT AUCTION
Friday, October 31, 2014

Founder and Supporter of Inova Alexandria Hospital Since 1872

Cash and checks accepted for Silent Auction pur y, no credit cards.

VA
10:30 A.M. - Reception and Silent Auction

12 Noon - Luncheon, Fashion Show & Door Prizes

All proceeds support the BLM Pledge to purchase two neurosurgical microscopes for Surgical Services.

Fair Oaks Mall

r red

Models include
Physicians, Nurses & Staff

INOVA ®  ALEXANDRIA HOSPITAL

of

Fashions by

Complimentary Parking

General: $50    Patron: $75    Benefactor: $100
Anniversary Circle: $142

Call Lynda W

PHOTO/STEP WARMFLOOR

This Aspen, Colo. home has a radiant heating system affi xed to 
the subfl ooring, which not only warms the surface on which peo-
ple walk, but also creates an enveloping warming effect. Eventual-
ly, the contents in a home with radiant heating will also absorb and 
radiate heat as well. 

THOMAS LEONARD BEVIS 
(67), of Alexandria, October 
6, 2014

JOAN BLACK CLARK (81), 
of Alexandria, October 8, 
2014

EDWARD PARR JOHNSON 
JR. (83), formerly of 
Alexandria, October 6, 2014

JOHN CLIFTON 
KAUFMANN (63), formerly 
of Alexandria, October 3, 
2014

WILLIAM P. MANDLEY JR. 
(86), of Alexandria, October 
7, 2014

MICHELLE MARIA 
“SHELLY” PINEDA (28), 

of Alexandria, October 8, 
2014

RUTH HOUGHTEN 
SHIELDS (91), formerly of 
Alexandria, September 28, 
2014

ROCKY G. SPINNER, of 
Alexandria, October 1, 
2014

Obituaries
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ACROSS
1 French clergyman
5 One who checks you out?
9 Dull pain
13 Petty quarrel
17 Quarters
19 Old Athenian marketplace
20 Tofu source, in London
21 Pretentious-looking
22 Surnames, e.g.
24 Boot camp lullaby
25 Circular band
26 Like images of false gods
27 Unwelcome one
29 Teenager’s facial problem
30 Campbell of “Party of Five”
31 Meteorologist’s word
32 Makes even or level
33 Provide for, as a party
36 Mob witness’s request
41 Kind of patch for a rabbit
43 Kind of agreement
44 Car dealer’s off ering
45 Cow’s hurdle, in rhyme
46 Calendar abbr.
49 Creamy dessert
52 Ready to be picked
53 Training locale for athletes of 
yore (var.)
55 Sitter’s handful
56 “It was ___ coincidental”
58 Bigwig’s belt attachment, 
once
59 Sit for a photo
60 Pause in a verse
62 Sombrero feature
63 Heard, but not seen
64 Feature of good executives

70 Dinner rooster
73 Where the quarter goes
74 International agreement
78 Popular ‘60s hairstyle
79 Let up
81 Wear away through erosion
84 Smeltery input
85 Replenished the stock of
87 Matter for the gray matter
88 Public speaker
90 Double standard?
91 “... happily ___ after”
92 Dunce cap-shaped
94 Cold cuts shop
95 Norse goddess of love
97 Baton wielder
99 Flummox
100 Destroy documents, in a 
way
102 Refrigerate
104 Prefi x meaning “half”
106 Pay attention to
107 Crowded
111 Part of a baseball’s seam
114 Baby’s nurse, in India
115 Celebratory poems
116 Clay pigeons, e.g.
119 Change the decor
120 Dried up
121 Wading bird
122 “___ not kidding!”
123 “Meet Me ___ Louis”
124 Bygone despot
125 Requirement
126 Egg container

DOWN
1 Dadaism founder

2 Bjorn of tennis fame
3 Crude dude
4 Selects, as a jury (var.)
5 It may be easily bruised
6 “___ better watch out ...”
7 Coastal predatory bird
8 Brando’s vocal trademark
9 Down the wrong path
10 Animal with a fl exible snout
11 “I could eat a horse,” e.g.
12 “___ on Down the Road”
13 Much of Niger
14 Person authorized to act for 
another
15 Square things
16 Composes email
18 Cut in two
19 Temper, as glass or steel
23 Gun in a garage
28 Frequently, in rhyme
32 Fork feature
33 Stand-up kind of guy?
34 Appetite arouser
35 Neutral shade
37 “A ___ formality”
38 Catch, as a criminal
39 Spot in a crowd
40 Perceive with the eye
42 Lion’s sound
45 Lava forerunner
47 Bear in the air
48 Highlander
50 Brush off 
51 Continental capital
53 “No ___, no gain”
54 Coastal spray
57 Brit fl iers in WWII
58 Paid player
61 Hound’s trail

62 ___-O-Honey
63 Daisylike bloom
65 “Poly” attachment
66 Gravity-powered glider
67 Grass square
68 Pasture
69 Get ___ shape
70 Golfer’s transport
71 Not many
72 Looks over the galleys
75 Famed
76 Bridge dweller of folklore
77 Like ghost stories
79 Collection of quail
80 212 and 410, e.g.
81 Public scenes
82 Like a proposer’s knee
83 Place to hibernate
86 Ownership card, in Monopoly
87 Hotel sign
89 Home project
93 Treat like a baby
96 Extremely popular
97 Cat that catches rodents
98 Monopolist’s portion
99 “Jaws” island
100 Lamb Chop puppeteer Lewis
101 Macho guys
103 Met production
105 And so forth (Abbr.)
107 Military station
108 Not closed
109 More than suggest
110 Holding a grudge
112 Mrs. Peacock’s game
113 Terrycloth term
117 One of the Beverly Hillbillies
118 6-1, in tennis
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 ~ Diva ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 

nding homes for pets and humans, alike.

 THANK YOU

 

 

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Diva is a bit shy and fearful when you first meet her, but in the time 
that she has been at the shelter she has started to warm up to some 
of the staff members here, and we can tell you that once you win her 
over, she is the sweetest thing on four legs! She would really do best 
in a quiet, adult-only home where her new owners can really get to 
know her in a low-stress environment. She would also do great in a 

home with other small dogs, as she has been housed with other 
chihuahuas here at the shelter and done very well with them. Diva is 

ready and waiting for her new family, so we hope to see you soon!

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ADOPTABLE DOGS IN 
ALEXANDRIA, PLEASE VISIT WW.ALEXANDRIAANIMALS.ORG 

OR PHONE US AT 703-746-4774.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

HOME Cleaning Cleaning TrustTrustYou can

703.659.4611
maidbrigade.com

Bonded, Insured & 
Praised!
Eco-Friendly Products   Flexible

  Scheduling

BBB A+ Rating

HOME SERVICES

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS Experienced 
operators for bulldozer, trackhoe, roller, off-road truck 
needed at Hilltop S&G Landfi ll Closure on Beulah 
Road in Lorton.  Apply by appointment. Call Super-
intendent Tommy Newman at (205) 438-2068 to 
arrange interview onsite. Salary commensurate with 
experience.  T&K Construction is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 
Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Advertise your business 
or service.

Contact Kristen Essex at 
kessex@alextimes.com

ROSE HILL AREA; FURNISHED 3 BR, 1 1/2 BT, NOV 19 - 
JUNE 1(LEASE FLEXIBLE) $1800. INC UTILITIES- discount for 
single person, large fenced yard, driveway parking,close to shop-
ping, beltway, 2 miles to metro, 6 mi to Ft. Belvoir,12 miles to DC. 
Email:sallycoler@hotmail.com

Email comments,  
rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com.

WHO CARES?  
WE DO.

ABC NOTICE

Classifi eds

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS REQUEST FOR PRO-

POSAL NUMBER 14-15-023

The Alexandria City School Board dba 
Alexandria City Public Schools is seek-
ing proposals for HVAC, Boiler and Wa-
ter Treatment Preventive Maintenance, 
Repair and Emergency Services.

A Non- Mandatory Pre-Proposal Confer-
ence will be held Monday. October 20, 
2014 at 2 PM in the Alexandria City 
Public Schoors Central Offi ce, located 
at 1340 Braddock Place, in the Facilities 
Conference Room No. 610-2, Alexan-
dria. VA, 22314

Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 
14-15-023, HVAC, Boiler and Water 
Treatment Preventive Maintenance, 
Repair and Emergency Services will 
be received in the Central Procurement 
Offi ce, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 
3:00 pm. November 13, 2014. The time 
of receipt shall be determined by the 
time clock stamp in the Procurement 
offi ce. Proposals appropriately received 
will be opened and the names of the 
fi rms responding will be read aloud. RFP 
documents may be obtained at the above 
Procurement Offi ce or by calling 703-
619-8043, or by downloading the RFP 
from the ACPS website at www.acps.
k12.va.us, Administration, Financial 
Services, Procurement and General 
Services - Current Bids and Request for 
Proposals.

All questions must be submitted before 
5:00 p.m., November 6, 2014. If neces-
sary, an addendum will be issued and 
posted to the ACPS web site.

No RFP may be withdrawn for a period 
of ninety (90) days after the opening of 
proposals except as may be set forth in 
the RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this 
RFP and/or reject any or all proposals 
and to waive any informalities in any 
proposal.

Sharon T. Lewis CPM, 
CPPB, VCO Director 

of Procurement & Geм

Susan Alice 
Schott

Obituaries

Susan Alice Schott, born 
1/12/1947 in Albuquerque, 
NM, died in Hendersonville, 
NC on 9/27/2014 after a brief 
illness. From childhood, Su-
san was dedicated to the care 
of animals. Susan earned a 
degree as a Licensed Veteri-
nary and worked at Ballston 
Animal Hospital and Alex-
andria Animal Hospital. Su-
san’s commitment to social 
justice was steadfast through-
out her life. Susan retired to 
Hendersonville where she 
continued her dedication to 
animal welfare as a volun-
teer and converted to Juda-
ism after a year of study. She 
is survived by a wide circle 
of friends in northern Virgin-
ia and Hendersonville, broth-
ers James Schott (Carol) and 
Paul Schott (Jean), and many 
nephews and nieces. Memo-
rial donations may be made 
to Team ECCO Center for 
Ocean Awareness at 511 N 
Main Street, Hendersonville, 
NC 28792.

Send specials & events you’d like  
promoted and we’ll post to Facebook.

promotions@alextimes.com 

Introducing 
Alexandria Times  

Around Town!
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®

DONNA CRAMER

703.627.9578

 I genuinely appreciate your referrals and do not hesitate to call me if you are moving 
out of the area. McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other 

locations, we can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

I am proud to support the Alexandria Rotary Foundation,  
and I hope you will join me at this wonderful fundraiser!

~ Donna

Taste for Giving
TO BENEFIT ALEXANDRIA CHARITIES

Friday, October 24, 2014 – 7-10 p.m.
US Patent & Trademark Office 
600 Dulany Ave, Alexandria
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 On October 8, 2014, John McEnearney, chairman and founder of McEnearney Associates, passed 
away at age 87. An admired and respected real estate legend in the community, when John opened the 

first office of McEnearney Associates in 1980 his goal was to gain the respect of the public and to provide 
real estate services that are second to none. The firm now serves the entire metropolitan Washington, DC 

area and is consistently ranked among the 75 largest real estate firms in the United States. 

 Described as a smart and generous man, John’s devotion and loyalty to the company and its 
Associates, clients and customers is a testament to the major contributions and success of the firm 
throughout the years. Proudly named McEnearney Associates with no ampersand in the name, the 

firm was not built to be John and his employees but a company of like-minded professionals in which 
everyone is a part of the family. John was a pillar of the community, a mentor, leader and friend. The 

company will continue his legacy committed to the same principals and values on which it was founded.

 Our sympathy goes to the McEnearney family, including his six children – Sean, Sharon, Mark, 
Maureen, Mike and Kathy, eleven grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. John will truly be missed 

by the Associates of McEnearney and all those who know and love him.

John McEnearney
In Memoriam
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