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Three men indicted in Arlandria homicide
Charges part of massive 
federal MS-13 probe

BY ERICH WAGNER

Alexandria police and fed-
eral law enforcement offi cials 
announced the indictments 
last week of three men in the 
June slaying of a local man in 
Arlandria.

Jesus Alejandro Chavez 

and Jose Del Cid, both of Al-
exandria, and Genaro Sen 
Garcia are charged with mur-
der in aid of racketeering. 
Chavez also is charged with 
use of a fi rearm in a crime 
of violence causing death as 
well as felony possession of a 
fi rearm.

The three men are accused 
of killing Julio Caesar Urru-
tia-Erazo, 27, who was shot 

along the 3800 block of Rus-
sell Road and later died at a 
local hospital. The charges 
come as part of a sweeping 
federal indictment of North-
ern Virginia members of the 
Salvadorian gang MS-13, 
which includes other homi-
cides in Prince William and 
Fairfax counties.

According to an affi da-
vit fi led in federal court, 

Chavez, Del Cid and Gar-
cia were walking in a group 
of at least six people late on 
June 19, when they crossed 
paths with Urrutia-Erazo. The 
men bragged to Urrutia-Era-
zo, who was standing on the 
sidewalk, about their gang af-
fi liation.

Although the men initial-
ly walked away, they turned 
around and confronted the 

victim a second time, at 
which point one man tried to 
punch Urrutia-Erazo, alleged-
ly because he told the group 
“that he wasn’t in a gang and 
they should respect him and 
his friends.”

According to the affi da-
vit, Chavez then pulled out a 
Glock handgun and shot Ur-

Power line leaves Metroway in limbo
Lack of information 
makes planning 
difficult for officials

BY ERICH WAGNER

Alexandria City Council’s 
resident transit guru is wor-
ried the city’s most recent 
major public transportation 
project could be torn up be-
fore it even is fi nished.

“Well, the last thing we 
would want is to tear up 
[U.S.] Route 1 just after fi n-
ishing the Metroway,” said 
City Councilor Tim Lovain. 
“A lot of the options [Domin-
ion Virginia Power has] pro-
posed are very disruptive — 
and I still question the need 
for this line — but to rip up 
this street, especially after we 
just fi nished a major, expen-
sive improvement would be 
terrible.”

The heavily traffi cked 
highway is one of nine pos-
sible routes for a planned 
230-kilovolt transmission 
line linking Dominion’s 
South Glebe Road substa-
tion and a Pepco substation 

on the site of the closed Ge-
nOn power plant. Utility of-
fi cials argue the project will 
improve the reliability of the 
area’s power grid.

But it is the one that in-
spires the most fear, and for 
good reason. It is one of the 
busiest thoroughfares in the 
city; offi cials describe it as 
the most obvious “straight 
shot” between the two sub-
stations; and workers only re-
cently fi nished the fi rst phase 
of a $22 million repaving 
project to install dedicated 
bus lanes from the Port City 
north into Arlington County.

Despite offi cials’ and res-
idents’ concerns, Dominion 
has done little to quell night-
mares of watching millions of 
dollars fl ush down the drain. 
The utility refused to say 
whether it could mitigate or 
minimize the impact of con-
struction on the Metroway as 
recently as Tuesday, citing 
the fact that they will not an-
nounce a favored route for the 
project until next month.

“We prefer not to engage 
in any form of ‘What if?’ or 

speculative posture relative 
to any of the nine routes cur-
rently under consideration,” 
said spokesman Chuck Penn 

in a statement. “Currently, 
there is no preferred route. 
We will continue to work 
with city leadership, the [resi-

dent] work group and all oth-
er stakeholders to fi nd a route 

PHOTO/ERICH WAGNER

One of the potential paths for Dominion Virginia Power’s proposed transmission line runs along U.S. 
Route 1. Offi cials worry any work along that busy corridor could disrupt traffi c, deter redevelopment 
efforts and tear up the nearly completed Metroway system. City Councilor Tim Lovain calls the pros-
pect “terrible.” 
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*Savings are based on the discounts received by PenFed Realty’s clients for using PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from PenFed Realty’s 
mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of PenFed Realty.

© 2014 BRER Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates, LLC. Prudential,the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service 
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Ask us... 
How our clients receive an average of $4,074 in 
savings* on their home purchase when they use a 
Prudential PenFed Realty agent and Prudential 
PenFed Realty’s affiliates. 

Maxine McLeod Miller
703.836.1464

Maxine@PenFedRealty.com
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Diann Hicks Carlson
703-628-2440

OLD TOWN                      NEW LISTING

~ 823 South Fairfax Street ~
With 3 bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, 2 fireplaces

and an amazing rear garden with
expansion potential

~ Grand Garden Surprise ~
$775,000

www.diannhicks.com
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PREVENTING ABUSE 
ACT for Alexandria Execu-
tive Director John Porter, Po-
lice Chief Earl Cook, City Man-
ager Rashad Young, Giselle 
Pelaez of The Center for Al-
exandria’s Children, Sheriff 
Dana Lawhorne and Common-
wealth’s Attorney Bryan Por-
ter came together Monday to 
honor those in Alexandria who 
work to prevent or put a stop to 
child abuse and neglect. The 
local luminaries paid tribute to 
the center’s multidisciplinary 
team, which is comprised of 
police offi cers, therapists, so-
cial workers, prosecutors and 
doctors, among others, during 
an appreciation luncheon. 

Scholarship Fund preps for annual fundraiser
The Scholarship Fund of 

Alexandria is looking for vol-
unteers to man phonebanks at 
the organization’s annual fall 
fund drive.

The autumn fundraiser is 
the group’s biggest annual 
endeavor and is critical in the 
organization’s efforts to help 
local students. Money raised 
supports need-based college 
scholarships for local public 
school students

“The Scholarship Fund re-
lies on the more than 700 do-
nors who give to the fall fund 

drive to support scholarships 
for graduates with fi nancial 
need,” said Cynthia Anderson, 
chair of the group’s board. 
“In-state college tuition has 
increased 27 percent in the 
last fi ve years, so the schol-
arships are critical to students 
who would otherwise not be 
able to afford college. We are 
grateful for the community’s 
support of the students.” 

To volunteer, go to: http://
w w w. s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m /
go/10c0c4baeaa29a6ff2-tele-
thon. The event runs from 4 

to 8 p.m. Sunday at T.C. Wil-
liams.

Fund offi cials also are 
urging folks to consider do-
nating. An anonymous bene-
factor has agreed to match 
— up to $8,000 — new or in-
creased donations from par-
ents of students enrolled or 
once enrolled in Alexandria 
City Public Schools. 

As of Tuesday, the group 
already had raised about 
$11,605.

- Derrick Perkins 

Letter draws scorn from across the region
The ongoing debate sur-

rounding the place of cy-
clists on Alexandria’s streets 
and sidewalks once again has 
spread beyond the city limits.

Though cycling, the be-
havior of cyclists and the 
need for bike-friendly facili-
ties — think dedicated lanes 
and parking — has emerged 
as one of the city’s most po-
larizing issues in recent years, 
resident and local pundit Dino 

Drudi’s recent stance on bicy-
clists caught the attention of 
the region’s media. 

A frequent author of letters 
to the editor, Drudi penned a 
piece for the October 9 is-
sue of the Alexandria Times 
describing how offi cials en-
gineered the current dustup 
when they allowed cyclists 
to ride on most of city’s side-
walks. In making his case, the 
longtime resident referenced 

the Reichstag fi re in Germany 
prior to World War II.

And that drew a blunt re-
sponse from The Wash Cycle, 
one of region’s most popular 
cycling websites, Monday. 

“The claim is that the stat-
ed need for the bike lanes is 
to get cyclists off the side-
walks, a problem Alexandria 
created by legalizing side-

CORRECTION In the article “Sending mixed signals” in the October 16 edition of the Alex-
andria Times, the Dominion Power Virginia substation in Arlington County was incorrectly de-
scribed as located on East Glebe Road because of a reporting error. It is on South Glebe Road. 
The Times regrets the error.

SEE CYCLING | 7
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Send us a photo of your favorite dog of Alexandria!
#ALXPhotoTimes or send to promotions@alextimes.com

Alexandria Times October Photo Contest

Interested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001  
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more infornation!

October photo contest 
sponsored by: 

PHOTO BY  
CAROL STALUN

* Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

Source: raidsonline.com

The following incidents occurred between October 15 and October 22.
POLICE BEAT

15 8 16THEFTS DRUG 
CRIMES ASSAULTS

5 2 3
VEHICLE 
THEFTS ROBBERIES SEXUAL 

OFFENSES

7 4BURGLARIES AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS

INDOOR STORAGE – DEL RAY

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
Our staff has 
3 generations 
of experience 
to assist you 
in your lamp 
and lamp 
shade needs! 

State AG convenes animal fighting conference
Attorney General Mark 

Herring wants to start a state-
wide conversation about ani-
mal fi ghting.

Virginia’s top law enforce-
ment offi cial is partnering 
with the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals and the Association 
of Prosecuting Attorneys to 
jointly host a one-day confer-
ence on the issue next month. 
Herring is extending an invi-
tation to the conference to law 
enforcement agencies across 

the commonwealth.
“Animal fi ghting often 

brings with it a host of other 
criminal activities, like gam-
bling, drug distribution, il-
legal fi rearms and illegal li-
quor,” he said in a statement. 
“By helping Virginia law en-
forcement recognize the signs 
of animal fi ghting, we can 
help put an end to a cruel and 
inhumane activity while also 
addressing other criminal ac-
tivities in their communities.”

Scheduled for November 

12, the conference will feature 
several panels made up of rep-
resentatives from the attorney 
general’s offi ce, Virginia’s an-
imal fi ghting task force, ASP-
CA and forensic veterinari-
ans. Participants can expect 
training on how to prevent an-
imal fi ghting and to success-
fully prosecute related crimes.

The conference will be 
held on the campus of Virgin-
ia Tech in Blacksburg. 

- Derrick Perkins

Store clerk injured in gas station robbery
A man is in stable condi-

tion at a local hospital after a 
robber shot him during a hold 
up at an Old Town gas station 
Sunday night, Alexandria po-
lice said.

About 11:30 p.m., a man 
walked into a gas station 
along the 700 block of S. 
Washington St., brandished a 
handgun and demanded mon-
ey from the clerk. The clerk 
complied, but the thief then 

shot the 41-year-old man in 
the torso before fl eeing the 
scene, authorities said.

City police spokeswom-
an Crystal Nosal said the sus-
pect is of average height and 
weight, wearing a gray hood-
ed sweatshirt and jeans. Po-
lice ask anybody with infor-
mation about the incident, as 
well as anyone with surveil-
lance cameras in the neigh-
borhood, to contact Sgt. 

Michael Kochis at 703-746-
6285.

“You never know what 
people have personal security 
cameras, or which small busi-
ness may have security cam-
eras in the area,” Nosal said. 
“So if people work or live in 
the area and have surveillance 
footage, we’d like to know 
about it.”

- Erich Wagner
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EagleBankCorp.com 301.986.1800
VA | MD | DC

VirginiaHeritageBank.com 703.277.2200

Developing Solid
Relationships

Growing Local
Businesses

Supporting Economic
Development
Supporting local businesses, entrepreneurs, professionals, 
and non-profi ts in our Metro DC area has provided mutual growth 
for our customers, as well as for both of our local community 
banks. Combining forces to better serve and provide a stronger 
bank for our business community is a natural next step for both 
EagleBank and Virginia Heritage Bank.

We look forward to off ering customers and prospective 
customers a broader array of products and services, 
and the valuable fi nancial consultation that only experienced 
local bankers can provide. When businesses succeed, we all 
succeed. Jobs are created and our community prospers. 

Together, our customers will be able to count on the 
fi nancial resources of a combined, larger, local community 
bank for opening, managing, and growing their businesses.

That is our commitment . . .

Ronald Paul
Chairman & CEO, EagleBank

Robert Pincus
Vice Chairman, EagleBank

David Summers
Chairman & CEO, Virginia Heritage Bank

Charles Brockett
CFO & COO, Virginia Heritage Bank
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Do You Have Enough to Retire?

1According to Barron’s, “The formula [used] to rank advisors has three major components: assets managed, revenue produced and quality of the advisor’s practice. Investment returns are not a component of the rankings because an advisor’s returns are dictated largely by each client’s risk tolerance. The quality-of-

practice component includes an evaluation of each advisor’s regulatory record.” The rankings are based on the universe of applications submitted to Barron’s. The selection process begins with a nomination and application provided to Barron’s. Principals of Edelman Financial Services LLC self-nominated the fi rm 

and submitted quantitative and qualitative information to Barron’s as requested. Barron’s reviewed and considered this information which resulted in the rankings on Aug. 27, 2012/Aug. 28, 2010/Aug. 31, 2009. Ric Edelman is Chairman and CEO of Edelman Financial Services LLC, a Registered Investment Adviser, 

and CEO, President and a Director of Pinnacle Summer Investments, Inc. He is an Investment Adviser Representative who off ers advisory services through EFS and a Registered Principal of (and off ers securities through) Sanders Morris Harris Inc., an affi  liated broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.
2The Washington Post, Washington Bestsellers Paperback Nonfi ction General. April 20, 2014.

This new seminar is based on the principles of Ric Edelman, three times ranked #1 Independent Financial Advisor by Barron’s1.

October 28 & 29
1pm and 7pm

The George Washington Masonic Memorial
Alexandria, VA

Find out in 
this NEW 
SEMINAR

The Truth About Retirement Plans and IRAs 

FREE
Admission

SPECIAL OFFER
Enter Promo Code: 

ALEXT
All attendees will receive the #1 National Bestseller2

Reserve your seats at
EdelmanFinancial.com/alext
or call 855-285-1228

In less than 90 minutes, a member of Ric’s Financial 
Independence Team will cover everything you need
to know about retirement plans, including:

•  The 4 investments you 

should never choose for 

your retirement plan

•  How to invest the contribution 

you make with your current 

paycheck

•  How to invest the money 

already in your account

•  What to do with old, dormant 

retirement accounts

•  and much more!

Potomac Yard, tax reform top chamber’s agenda
Organization reinvigorates 
public lobbying efforts

BY ERICH WAGNER

When Dak Hardwick 
joined the Alexandria Cham-
ber of Commerce to lead its 
government relations com-
mittee earlier this year, he no-
ticed one problem with the or-
ganization’s lobbying efforts: 
they happened at the wrong 
time.

“In order to drive an agen-
da, you have to get inside the 
decision-making cycles, and 
when I took over, the legis-
lative agenda was done very 
well, but it was completely 
missing the decision-making 
timeline,” Hardwick said, re-
ferring to the chamber’s tra-
ditional January roll-out of 
its agenda. “I said: We have 
to accelerate this, we have to 
get this in front of [offi cials] 
sooner so they have the op-

portunity to respond, prepare 
and take actions for things 
this year.”

Under Hardwick’s leader-
ship, the chamber released its 
2015 legislative agenda ear-
lier this month. The agenda 
came with much fanfare — 
the chamber made an event 
out of the release, and used it 
to tease its business summit, 
scheduled for November 3. 

That strategy addressed 
another problem with the old 
process: a lack of exposure.

“It began to dawn on us 
that maybe we were talking 
to ourselves and not com-
municating it as well as we 
wished to, to the rest of the 
world,” said chamber CEO 
John Long. “We got it to city 
council and various elected 
offi cials, but … we were not 
promoting it and creating the 
visibility that was needed for 
a document of this kind.”

Although the document 

is broken up into fi ve cate-
gories, including transporta-
tion and tax reform amongst 
others, the centerpiece of the 
business organization’s lob-
bying is Potomac Yard. Hard-
wick said the proposed Met-
ro station is key to everything 
from development to fi xing 
the city’s tax base, which re-
lies heavily on residential 
property taxes.

“Potomac Yard Metro is 
the single largest econom-
ic development tool the city 
has ever had in its entire his-
tory, and we have to take ad-
vantage of that opportunity,” 
Hardwick said. “It just makes 
good sense. If we don’t take 
advantage of this opportunity, 
we’re going to continue to ask 
individual property owners, 
residential property owners, 
to foot the bill to run the city.

“We must rebalance the 
base and it starts with pub-
lic investment in public in-

frastructure to drive private 
development and private 
growth.”

Another priority for the 
chamber is streamlining reg-
ulations and the permitting 
process for businesses. Long 
said he hopes next month’s 
business summit — which 
will feature city offi cials 
helping entrepreneurs who 
have faced diffi culties — will 
spark a lasting partnership be-
tween city staff and business-
es.

“One of the things I hope 
to be able to do is that this will 
help create an opportunity for 
us to be sort of an ombuds-
man, the contact person for 
someone who comes and talks 
about their challenges,” Long 
said. “We can say, ‘Here’s 
who you can contact to make 
that call.’ … We can be the 
translator between the busi-
ness and the municipality.”

While building a Met-

ro station at Potomac Yard 
would provide a long-term 
solution to the city’s tax base 
woes, the chamber argues 
more needs to be done to pro-
mote short-term economic 
growth, specifi cally business 
tax reform.

Long said city offi cials 
must lessen the cost of busi-
ness licenses to a level low-
er than surrounding juris-
dictions, and explore tax 
incentives to attract organiza-
tions looking to relocate.

“You need the business 
community to be here, and 
if you don’t, you’ll wake up 
some day and we’re just go-
ing to be a neighborhood 
of D.C., where people live 
here and jump on the Metro 
to go to work and then come 
home,” he said. “We need in-
centives and changes made on 
the [business license] tax, and 
that’s how you grow the com-
munity.”
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WE KNOW YOU’RE BETTER THAN A 
GENERIC FITNESS ROUTINE

3 Sessions
$99

Limited Time Offer

New clients only. May not be combined with any other 
offers or discounts. Expires 9/26/14.

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Suite 106

CALL TODAY: 703.683.0777
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

Open House
Sunday, October 26th

1:00PM - 4:00PM

204 West Walnut Street

Classic 1920 Rosemont colonial with grand center hall, gracious room 
sizes, two fireplaces, sunroom, library/ family room and spacious 

exercise room. This five bedroom plus three and a half bath residence 
exudes charm and character!

Located on one of the finest streets in Rosemont, this very special home 
offers a beautifully  landscaped lot with mature plantings and towering 

trees, plus a detached three car garage.

DONNAN C. WINTERMUTE
Over $1 Billion in Career Sales

703-608-6868

THE BEST OF ROSEMONT

Advertise your business 
or service.

Contact Kristen Essex 
at kessex@alextimes.com

walk cycling,” reads the site’s 
rebuttal. “The analogy fails in 
many ways … but the main 
criticism is that the city’s de-
cision to build bike lanes on 
these streets does not repre-
sent a power grab. It has al-
ways had that power.”

It did not take long for Ben 
Freed of the Washingtonian 
to offer his thoughts and ask 
that people refrain from com-
paring cyclists to Nazis, ter-
rorists, dictators and the like. 
However, he also compared 
Drudi to columnist Courtland 
Milloy of The Washington 

Post, who caught fl ack ear-
lier this year for insinuating 
motorists might see running 
down the occasional errant 
cyclist worthwhile despite 
having to pay a hefty fi ne.

This is not the fi rst time Al-
exandria’s great debate about 
cycling has rolled out of the 
city. A year ago, resident F.H. 
Buckley decried efforts to 
add bicycle lanes to a stretch 
of King Street near the Metro 
station. Though his letter was 
published in the Wall Street 
Journal, it did not dissuade 
transit offi cials, who installed 
the lanes earlier this year.

- Derrick Perkins 

CYCLING 
FROM | 3

rutia in the face. Three dif-
ferent witnesses identifi ed 
Chavez as the shooter using 
photo lineups, the document 
said, and investigators con-
fi rmed Chavez’s presence in 
the area by analyzing calls 

from his cell phone and cell 
tower data.

Alexandria police spokes-
woman Crystal Nosal said that 
although investigators identi-
fi ed Chavez, Del Cid and Gar-
cia as suspects during the sum-
mer, they could not publicize 

HOMICIDE
FROM | 1
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Borrow More, Get More
Complete Auto Financing

Apply online at cofcu.org

1.49%
APR*

Auto loan rates up to 
36 months as low as

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Other rates and terms apply. Some rates quoted reflect a 

125%
Get up to

financing!

Get up to

financing!

Loan Loyalty Rewards   
 

their fi ndings because of the 
larger federal case. And the 
men were no longer a threat to 
the public, she said.

“We had identifi ed the 
suspects, but once we real-
ized that it was part of a larg-
er case, we had to wait to an-
nounce it,” Nosal said. “The 
[defendants] in our case had 
been in custody for quite 
some time on other charges.”

Although Nosal acknowl-
edged the gang element in the 
crime, she declined to refer to 
the shooting as an incident of 
gang violence.

“The suspects are clearly 
related to gangs and to violent 

behavior, but I don’t believe 
anything points to something 
other than just the suspects in 
the crime being gang-relat-
ed,” she said. “Nothing about 
the interaction had anything 
to do with gangs. The sus-
pects are clearly linked to a 
gang, and it is openly known 
that the gang is violent, but it 
doesn’t appear to be any kind 
of gang-on-gang action.”

All three men, if convict-
ed, could face the death pen-
alty or a maximum sentence 
of life in prison. In a state-
ment, the Offi ce of the U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, which is 
prosecuting the case, declined 
to indicate whether it would 
seek the death penalty. 

HOMICIDE 
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that has the least impact, both 
during and after construc-
tion.”

Meanwhile, city offi cials 
said they don’t have enough 
information to even begin to 
speculate about how the pow-

er line might affect the Me-
troway and its construction if 
Route 1 is chosen. Transpor-
tation Director Yon Lambert 
said they know nothing more 
than the fact that the road is 
an option.

“We won’t know what the 
impacts might be until we see 
a solid proposal from Do-

minion about where the lines 
might go along Route 1,” 
Lambert said. “We already 
have a 230-kilovolt line run-
ning under Route 1 on the 
northbound side. The ques-
tion is: Are we looking to do 
additional excavation and co-
locate the lines in the north-
bound lanes? Will it be poten-

tially within the Metroway? 
We simply don’t know any of 
that yet.”

The lack of specifi cs 
makes it diffi cult for city staff 
or the resident-led work group 
examining the proposal, to 
make informed recommen-
dations regarding so-called 
“least objectable” routes.

“That’s a point we have 
been making to Dominion 
from the beginning,” Lambert 
said. “We have repeatedly re-
quested information from Do-
minion, and while Dominion 
has been coordinating with us 
through the working-group 

process, they have also stated 
that they plan to fi le with the 
state corporation commission 
at the end of November, and 
at that time is when we expect 
more detailed information.”

The next meeting of the 
city’s work group is sched-
uled for tonight at 7 p.m. at 
the Lee Center at 1108 Jeffer-
son St. Dominion representa-
tives are expected to discuss 
the outline proposed routes, 
while offi cials with PJM, the 
company that runs the elec-
trical grid across the region, 
will outline the need for the 
project. 

PHOTO/ERICH WAGNER

After years of planning for the redevelopment of the Potomac Yard 
neighborhood, city offi cials were dismayed to learn earlier this year 
that Dominion Virginia Power could run a major transmission line 
through the area. Offi cials fear the project could scare off developers.

METROWAY 
FROM | 1
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CROMLEY ROW 
                        URBAN 
 
 
 

Four Finished Levels Floor-to-Ceiling Windows     Custom Cabinetry 
3,350 Square Feet                 Wide Plank Flooring                       Soap Stone Counters 
Four Bedrooms LED Lighting                                 Drawer Microwaves 
Five Baths       Wall Fireplaces        Dual Fuel Ranges 
 
Walk-in Closets      Dual Flush Toilets    Brick Construction 
Frameless Showers      Enhanced Insulation        Copper Roofs 
Free Standing Tubs     Geo-Thermal HVAC            Landscaped Gardens 
Marble Counters     LEED for Homes    Two Car Garages 
 
 

 

                        URBANE 

 

cromleyrow.com 
 

317-325 N. Columbus Street ~ Old Town  

Sales by:     Martine Irmer 
 703.346.7283        martine@LNF.com 
  Alexander Irmer 
 703.403.2465 AI@LNF.com 

400 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
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State lawmaker targets civil forfeiture
Bill would make it harder 
for police to seize assets

BY KENRIC WARD

Blasting the seizure of as-
sets from Virginians as “fun-
damentally un-American,” a 
state lawmaker wants to rein 
in police powers in the com-
monwealth.

“Current Virginia law al-
lows for seizure of person-
al property without a crimi-
nal conviction. My legislation 
would require criminal con-
viction before property could 

be taken,” said state Delegate 
Mark Cole (R-88).

Police and prosecutors “see 
the current seizure laws as an 
effective way to take the profi t 
out of crime,” the Fredericks-
burg Republican noted. 

“It is not unusual for some-
one running a criminal opera-
tion to title his assets, which 
have been purchased with the 
proceeds of his criminal activ-
ities, in someone else’s name, 
who is not involved in the 
criminal activity, to try to hide 
and shield assets,” Cole added.

“[Authorities] are con-

cerned that my legislation 
would put those assets beyond 
their reach.”

Not surprisingly, Cole 
knows of no law-enforcement 
groups who have shown their 
support for his bill, scheduled 
to be heard at the 2015 Gener-
al Assembly. 

“I have been contacted by 
some commonwealth’s at-
torneys who believe it would 
make their jobs harder,” he 
said. “While I certainly do 
not want to make the job of 
our law enforcement offi cials 
harder, I believe we need to 
strengthen our property pro-
tections to avoid potential 
abuse or the taking of property 
from an innocent person.”

Cole’s legislation, House 
Bill 1287, has support from 
conservative tea party groups, 
as well as the liberal American 
Civil Liberties Union.

Arlene Smith, lead orga-
nizer of the Arlington Coun-
ty Tea Party, commended 
Cole for challenging what she 
called “an egregious abuse of 

power” by local authorities.
John Whitehead, president 

of the civil-libertarian Ruther-
ford Institute, cited a news ac-
count of such abuse.

“Mandrel Stuart, a 35-year-
old African-American owner 
of a small barbecue restaurant 
in Staunton, Va., was stunned 
when police took $17,550 from 
him during a stop in 2012 for a 
minor traffi c infraction on In-
terstate 66 in Fairfax,” White-
head related. “[Stuart] rejected 
a settlement with the govern-
ment for half of his money 
and demanded a jury trial. He 
eventually got his money back, 
but lost his business because 
he didn’t have the cash to pay 
his overheads.”

Far bigger cases have been 
reported from coast to coast.

“Forfeiture is seen increas-
ingly by police as a means for 
funding police departments in 
light of state and federal laws 
allowing police departments 
to keep most or all of the pro-
ceeds,” Whitehead said.

“With this ‘profi t’ motive, 

police have become aggres-
sive in stopping and interro-
gating motorists and then seiz-
ing cash and other property on 
mere suspicion, forcing cit-
izens into legal proceedings 
they may not be able to af-
ford.”

The Charlottesville-based 
group has taken no formal 
position on Cole’s bill, but 
Whitehead suggested one pro-
vision to strengthen it.

“Allow warrantless seizure 
of assets only upon clear and 
convincing evidence that the 
property is connected to spec-
ifi ed illegal activity,” White-
head advised. “This would be 
enforced by requiring that a 
judge promptly review a sei-
zure and its factual basis be-
fore the state is allowed to 
continue to deprive a citizen 
of his or her property.”

Kenric Ward is a national 
reporter for Watchdog.org 

and chief of its Virginia 
Bureau. Contact him at 571-

319-9824. @Kenricward
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CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 
SECOND HALF

2014 REAL ESTATE TAX AND REFUSE FEE ARE DUE
NOVEMBER 17, 2014

The second half 2014 real estate tax and refuse fee must be paid by November 
17, 2014, to avoid late payment penalty and interest.

Pay in person at City Hall or at any SunTrust Bank Branch located in the City, 
or by credit card or eCheck on the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/Pay-
ments.  Real estate tax payments can be mailed to City of Alexandria, PO Box 
34750, Alexandria, VA 22334-0750.   Payments can also be made with cash 
only at approximately 70 Global Express Cash Payment Centers conveniently 
located throughout Northern Virginia.  For a complete list of the available cash 
payment centers, please visit the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/Payments.

Real estate tax information is available on the City’s website at alexandriava.
gov/RealEstateTax.   Under Additional Resources on that webpage, there is 
a link for Real Estate Tax History and Payments, which provides detailed tax 
balances and payments.  For payment questions or to request a tax bill, please 
call the Treasury Division at 703.746.3902, Option 8, or email payments@
alexandriava.gov. For assessment questions, please call Real Estate Assess-
ments at 703.746.4646 or email realestate@alexandriava.gov.  For refuse fee 
questions, please call the Solid Waste Division at 703.746.4410.

The Finance Department is open, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m.  A drop box located on the Royal Street side of City Hall is available 24 
hours a day.  (Payments must be in the drop box by midnight on November 17, 
2014 to be considered on time.)

Everything MUST go to make room for our fabulous new look!

Our Biggest Sale ever! 
Take an additional 50% off 
EVERYTHING in the store.

THIS WEEKEND ONLY, 
Friday, October 24th through

Sunday, October 26th. 

Sale Hours:  
Friday 10:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 5:00pm 
Sunday 12:00pm - 5:00pm 

Online 24/7

Active Duty and Retired US 
military always receive 

an additional 
10% off 

of every sale.

Preparing for the worst case scenario
Officials, medical 
experts brace for Ebola

BY DERRICK PERKINS

Keep calm and carry on. 
Oh, and get a fl u shot.

That was the message Dr. 
Stephen Haering offered res-
idents and city offi cials anx-
iously scanning headlines 
and news tickers for updates 
on the unfolding Ebola crisis 
here and abroad. Alexandria 
is not West Africa, he told 
city councilors during a brief-
ing on the international emer-
gency earlier this month.

“One of the big differenc-
es we have here, of course, 
is a public health infrastruc-
ture,” said Haering, who 
heads Alexandria’s health de-
partment. “We have a strong 
infrastructure. We have good 
working relationships with 
our partners.”

City councilors brought 
Haering in alongside repre-
sentatives from Inova Health 
Systems, Alexandria’s fi rst 
responders and other medical 

experts to assuage fears and 
describe the steps being taken 
to prevent an Ebola outbreak 
in the metropolitan area. The 
briefi ng came just after the 
U.S. saw its fi rst Ebola-re-
lated death — Thomas Eric 
Duncan, a Liberian man in 
Texas — and the nation’s fi rst 
two homegrown cases, nurses 
who treated the sick man. 

“We don’t intend to alarm 
our citizens; we want them 
to have knowledge and to be 
better educated,” said May-
or Bill Euille. “We constant-
ly hear about fl aws, mistakes 

and other things beyond our 
control, local control, but the 
reality is we want to know: 
Are we doing all the right 
things and what else [do we 
need to be doing]?”

While Ebola remains a se-
rious threat in Africa, Haering 
was quick to note how much 
better Alexandria was posi-
tioned to face such a disease. 
By comparison, many hos-
pitals in the Ebola zone lack 

running water, sterile gloves 
and other equipment, and 
even medical professionals, 
he said.

 Across the region, medi-
cal experts began preparing 
for Ebola back in April, Haer-
ing said.

“One of the strengths that 
we have in the U.S. is our sur-
veillance systems,” he said. 
“We were really leaning for-
ward as early as the middle 
of April when we fi rst start-
ed working on this and com-
municating with the hospital 
to be aware of this outbreak.”

This year’s outbreak is 
the worst in memory. Around 
2,500 people have died of the 
disease in Liberia alone and 
the country is struggling un-
der the magnitude of the ca-
tastrophe. The situation there 
is so bad, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control adds a caveat to 
its offi cial count of victims 
and cases because data is not 

available from the hard-hit 
West African nation.

And Duncan traveled 
through Washington Dulles 
International Airport en route 
to Texas. Having another in-
fected traveler arrive in the 
metropolitan area is a scenar-
io Haering cannot discount. 

Were it to happen, though, 
he is confi dent medical offi -
cials are ready to contain the 
situation. 

“I don’t want to specu-
late about what would hap-
pen in terms of a traveler, but 
I can assure everybody that 
we have a robust and strong 
health system,” Haering said.

Health offi cials are work-
ing overtime to educate em-
ployers, fi rst responders, 
school offi cials and residents 
about Ebola, he said. Just last 
week, offi cials with Alexan-
dria City Public Schools un-

IMAGE/CDC

Local health offi cials say they began monitoring the Ebola out-
break in West Africa in the spring. As the crisis worsened, authori-
ties started preparing for the possibility the virus may arrive in the 
metropolitan area. 

SEE EBOLA | 17
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SCENE AROUND TOWN

Welcome to an island awash with horror
Synetic Theater deftly 
brings ‘The Island of Dr. 
Moreau’ to the stage

BY JORDAN WRIGHT

Synetic Theater has tak-
en H. G. Wells’ science fi c-
tion classic “The Island of Dr. 
Moreau” and morphed it into 
a frighteningly realistic mael-
strom of horrors, just in time 
for Halloween.  

For those who like be-
ing terrifi ed by a mad scien-
tist whose muse is a venge-
ful half-human, half-feline 
fi end, be prepared for a wild 
ride and a landscape fi lled 
with vivisected beasts — the 
good doctor’s engineered ex-
periments.

Alex Mills plays Park-
er, a hapless shipwreck vic-
tim, washed upon the shores 
of a Pacifi c island thousands 
of miles from civilization 
and light years from reality. 
When he recalls that the doc-
tor was blackballed from the 
scientifi c community for his 
gruesome experiments on hu-
mans, he begins to fear for his 
life amid the zombies.

As well he should.
To understand what mach-

inations are transpiring with-

in the laboratory, he forms 
a friendship of convenience 
with Moreau’s dedicated as-
sistant Montgomery (Dallas 

Tolentino) who — between 
nips from a silver fl ask — as-
sures the newcomer that the 
doctor is saving the world by 
designing a better, more effi -
cient human being.

He is less than convincing.  
“All [Moreau] creates is 

suffering and the deifi cation 
of himself,” Parker notes.

Paata Tsikurishvili is per-
fect for the role of Moreau. 
He plays the role of the good 
doctor with an evil swagger 
and a studied nonchalance.

“The law is not to eat fl esh 
and not to go on all fours,” he 
warns six beasts, insisting they 
parrot his edicts on command.  

Later, he declares, “The 
crafting of living fl esh has 
been around for a long time,” 
and “Real progress can only 

be achieved by someone as 
remorseless as myself.” 

We slowly begin to see 
what a grotesque monster he 
has become.

Irina Tsikurishvili is behind 
the spectacular choreography 
that interweaves the plot with 
the characters’ action. Mean-
while, set designer Phil Charl-
wood’s massive metal sculp-
ture in the shape of a butterfl y 
wing (Parker is a lepidopterist) 
that the beasts clamber upon 
keeps them in sight but re-
moved from the scene. Kendra 
Rai’s breathtakingly surreal-
ist costumes, which refl ect the 
tormented creatures’ many ex-
cisions, alterations and freak-
ish attachments, magnify the 
constant suffering and torture 
of the bizarre beasts.

Brittany Diliberto and 
Riki K.’s multimedia, elec-
tronic light show heightens 
all of this for the theatergoer. 
Accentuated by lasers, glow-
ing chemicals and theater-fi ll-
ing galaxies, it wonderfully 
accompanies the original, un-
earthly synthesizer score by 
Irakli Kavsadze.  

It is a harmonic exercise 
in sci-fi weirdness, calibrat-
ed to raise goosebumps on 
even the most hardened fu-
turists. 

“The Island of Dr. Moreau” 
runs through November 1 

at Synetic Theater, 1800 
S. Bell St., Arlington. For 

tickets and information call 
1-866-811-4111 or visit www.

synetictheater.org.

PHOTO/JOHNNY SHRYOCK

Actor Paata Tsikurishvili embodies Dr. Moreau’s grotesque inhu-
manity in “The Island of Dr. Moreau.” Though purportedly working 
toward improving humanity, the mad scientist is more taken with 
causing harm and suffering. 

PHOTO/JOHNNY SHRYOCK

Meet the inhabitants of the island of Dr. Moreau, tortured and transfi gured creatures spawned in the good doctor’s laboratory. The team 
at Synetic Theater has outdone itself in bringing H.G. Well’s classic to life just in time for Halloween.
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CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email 
events@alextimes.com. 

The Rocky Horror Show     10/25 - 11/15

Come see this classic, campy musical that 

Picture Show. Meet innocent couple, Brad and 

that they meet a mad scientist who has been 
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600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
W W W . T H E L I T T L E T H E AT R E . C O M

FOR  TICKETS  & INFO  VISIT  

THEC ARLYLE C LUB.COM

The Premier

DINING & 
SPECIAL 

EVENT VENUE

411 John Carlyle St.
Alexandria, VA

703-548-8899

A NIGHT AT THE
CARLYLE CLUB

WITH NATTY BEAUX
 

Thursday at 7:30pm
Tickets $15  

10/23

A TRIBUTE TO THE
OF MUSIC PHYLLIS HYMAN,
TEENA MARIE AND MORE 

 

Friday at 8pm 
Tickets $30  

10/24

A NIGHT AT THE
CARLYLE CLUB WITH

VERONNEAU

 Thursday at 7:30pm 
Tickets $15  

10/30

Now to October 31
21ST ANNUAL PUMPKIN SALE 
A fundraiser to benefit charities both 
in Alexandria and around the world. 
Pumpkins are grown on a Navajo 
Indian reservation in New Mexico and 
then distributed to 1,300 churches 
across the country. Food and drink 
also will be available for sale.
Time: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily
Location: Immanuel Church-on-the-
Hill, 3606 Seminary Road
Information: jamie_conrad11@
comcast.net

Now to November 20
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
BAND CHAMBER SERIES A 
weekly free concert by the U.S. Air 
Force Band, featuring a variety of 
ensembles and pieces every Thursday 
evening.
Time: 8 to 9.30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.usafband.af.mil

October 23
BLOOD DRIVE Help the American 
Red Cross maintain blood supplies 
during the fall and winter months. 
Those who attempt to donate in Oc-
tober will be entered to win a $5,000 
Visa gift card.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Chapter House, 
123 N. Alfred St
Information: 800-733-2767 or www.
redcrossblood.org

October 24-25
HALLOWEEN PUMPKIN HUNT 
The first annual Halloween pumpkin 
hunt for children of elementary school 
age or younger, with other activities 
available for older children and adults. 
Reservations required.
Time: 5:30 p.m. each day
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum 
& Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or www.
leefendallhouse.org

October 24
GHOST AND GRAVEYARD 
SPECIAL TOUR For one night only, 
Alexandria Colonial Tours will end its 
special Halloween tour in the very 
room where one of Alexandria’s most 
mysterious women became a ghost, in 
the bedroom of the “Female Stranger” 
at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. 
Time: 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Location: Ramsay House Visitors 
Center, 221 King St.
Information: 703-519-1749 or www.
alexcolonialtours.com

October 25
FAMILY DIG DAY Help city archae-

ologists and students from the George 
Washington University field school 
screen excavate soil from a real dig on 
the grounds of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. Tickets 
cost $5, reservations required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov.

AS WAS WRITTEN A showcase 
that celebrates the quality writer with 
a lineup of artists performing poetry, 
prose, music and standup comedy. 
Tickets cost $12.
Time:  8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.aswaswritten.com

FIREFIGHTING HISTORY WALK-
ING TOUR Explore Alexandria’s 
firefighting history on the “Blazing a 
Trail: Alexandria’s Firefighting History” 
tour. Participants learn about volunteer 
firefighting in early Alexandria, three 
devastating fires and the five volunteer 
fire companies.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse Mu-
seum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
friendshipfirehouse.net

FAMILY DIG DAY Help city archae-
ologists and students from the George 
Washington University field school 
screen excavate soil from a real dig on 
the grounds of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. Tickets 
cost $5, reservations required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov.

JOHN CARLYLE FUNERAL RE-
ENACTMENT A re-enactment of 
John Carlyle’s funeral. The procession 
will travel from the Carlyle House to 
the Old Presbyterian Meeting House, 
with funds going to the Carlyle House 
Museum.
Time: 6 to 10 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-683-3451 or foot-
stepstopast@aol.com

TRICK OR TREAT WITH THE 
BOO-TIQUES Start trick-or-treating 
early and stop by the more than two 
dozen shops of the Old Town Boutique 
District dishing out treats to goblins 
and ghouls of all ages.
Time: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Various in Old Town Alex-
andria
Information: www.oldtownboutique-
district.com

October 26
DEL RAY HALLOWEEN PARADE 
The 18th annual Halloween parade 
along Mount Vernon Avenue, with live 
music and refreshments available.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: 703-684-3535

October 27
AGENDA: ALEXANDRIA Nathan 
Gardner Andrews of the National 
Association of Clean Water Agencies; 

Karen Pallansch of Alexandria Renew; 
and William Skrabak, the Alexandria 
Director of Environmental Quality 
speak at the meeting, “No Outlet: Fix-
ing Alexandria’s Sewers.”
Time: 6:30 p.m. reception, program 
starts at 7:15 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage, 5000 
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 703-548-7089 or 
agendaalexandria@aol.com

October 28
BLOOD DRIVE Help the American 
Red Cross maintain blood supplies 
during the fall and winter months. 
Those who attempt to donate in Oc-
tober will be entered to win a $5,000 
Visa gift card.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Chapter House, 
123 N. Alfred St
Information: 800-733-2767 or www.
redcrossblood.org

PUMPKIN COLORING Children 
ages 5 to 9 can paint a pumpkin in 
celebration of Halloween. Heirloom 
pumpkins and vegetarian finger 
paints provided. Admission is free.
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

October 29
BLOOD DRIVE Help the American 
Red Cross maintain blood supplies 
during the fall and winter months. 
Those who attempt to donate in Oc-
tober will be entered to win a $5,000 
Visa gift card.
Time: 2 to 7 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College, 3100 N. Beauregard St.
Information: 800-733-2767 or www.
redcrossblood.org

October 30-31
POE IN ALEXANDRIA Actor David 
Keltz portrays one of Edgar Allan 
Poe’s 19th century speaking engage-
ments, including literary criticism, 
short stories, poetry, and musings.

Time:  8 to 9:15 p.m. each night
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994, 
thelyceum@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriahistory.org

October 30
BLOOD DRIVE Help the American 
Red Cross maintain blood supplies 
during the fall and winter months. 
Those who attempt to donate in Oc-
tober will be entered to win a $5,000 
Visa gift card.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Chapter House, 
123 N. Alfred St
Information: 800-733-2767 or www.
redcrossblood.org

BARK OR TREAT HALLOWEEN 
CANINE CRUISE Guests with dogs 
in costume can ferry around the 
Potomac River to Halloween tunes on 
this 40-minute ride. Halloween dog 
treats will be provided. Advance book-
ing required online, dogs ride free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Potomac Riverboat Com-
pany, 1 Cameron St.
Information: www.potomacriver-
boatco.com

October 31-November 1
HOPKINS HOUSE ANNIVERSA-
RY CELEBRATION As part of the 
75th anniversary celebration of Hop-
kins House, this black-tie ball sup-
ports the Hopkins House Children’s 
Scholarship Fund for underprivileged 
families and children. Tickets cost 
$75 and can be purchased online. 
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Belle Haven Country Club, 
6023 Fort Hunt Road
Information: 571-480-4282 or 
www.hopkinshouse.org

October 31
DEL RAY ARTISANS HALLOW-
EEN BALL The culmination of the 
Metamorphosis show, costumes are 
required at the Halloween Costume 
Ball, a night of music, food, drink and 

silent movies amidst art. Entry is free 
to those who purchase at auction 
(and wear) one of the artist-decorat-
ed masks. Tickets cost $5 each or 
five can be purchased for $20, avail-
able online or in the gallery.
Time: 8 to 11 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-838-4827, gal-
lery@thedelrayartisans.org or www.
thedelrayartisans.org

November 1
GET YOUR REAR IN GEAR A 
certified 5k course that starts at 
Cameron Run Regional Park and runs 
through Ben Brenman Park.
Time: 7 to 11 a.m.
Location: Cameron Run Regional 
Park, 4001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: 612-986-5028

SEE CALENDAR | 16
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

SEE SENIOR CARE | 17

Knowing when the time is right
How to approach assisted 
living with loved ones

BY ERICH WAGNER

As a grandparent or rela-

tive gets older, health prob-
lems are inevitable.

And as families look to 
care for their loved ones, it 
can be diffi cult to determine 
objectively whether a person 

needs greater care than the 
family can provide.

Jo-Ann Callender is the 
supervisor of adult services 
at the Alexandria Department 
of Community and Health 

Services, working within the 
division of aging and adult 
services. She took time to dis-
cuss what families must con-
sider as they decide whether a 
relative requires assisted liv-
ing or a nursing home.

Alexandria Times: 
When should a family con-
sider assisted living or a 
nursing home?

Jo-Ann Callender: So they 
should start to consider “facility 
care,” as we call it, when their 
loved one starts having diffi cul-
ty caring for themselves.

If they’re having trouble 
making meals, doing house-
keeping, having trouble 
with mobility concerns — if 
they’ve given up the car or 
it just becomes difficult for 
them to negotiate the trans-
portation system — those 
are some early indications 
that your ability to stay in 
the community has been af-
fected, and so if they don’t 
feel like the family could fill 
in deficits themselves or hire 
someone to do them, [then] I 
think it’s time to start look-
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Limited production, artisan treats from near and far:  wine, gourmet, gifts, and  
accessories to enrich your life.  Visit us today at either of our convenient  
Alexandria locations, or shop online 24/7 at www.UnwinedVA.com.

Bradlee Shopping Center
3690-J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302
Phone: 703-820-8600

Belle View Shopping Center
1600-A Belle View Blvd. 
Alexandria, VA 22307
Phone: 571-384-6880

Store Hours
Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm
Sunday 12pm-5pm 

A weekend in the Shenandoah Valley
Soak up the majesty of 
autumn at Skyland Resort

BY JORDAN WRIGHT

After G. Freeman Pol-
lock founded Skyland Resort 
in 1894 he went in and out of 
bankruptcy so frequently it 
must have been hard to imag-
ine it ever becoming the pop-
ular tourist destination it is 
today. 

Luckily for us, his son, 
George, an ardent natural-
ist, saw the attraction of the 
raw beauty of the land. But in 
19th century Virginia, the re-
mote destination had no trails 
and no roads. It was such an 
arduous journey that guests 
stayed for several weeks or 
more, just to make it worth 
their while.  

Today, however, enjoying 
and exploring the resort with-
in the Shenandoah National 
Forest just requires hopping 
into a car. In only a few hours 
you can enjoy the glorious 
autumn foliage from a van-
tage point 3,560 feet above 
sea level.  

While driving past 
Warrenton and Sperryville 
along U.S. Route 211, we 
dropped in at roadside stands 
decorated with pumpkins, 
cornstalks and pots of color-
ful mums. The stops gave us 
a chance to stock up on ap-
ple butter, cider, sorghum and 
honey.  

Later, as the road turned 
up the mountain and onto 
Skyline Drive, ever more lav-
ish displays of fall color came 
into view — red from ma-
ples, dogwoods, black gums 
and sumac; gold from yellow 
birch, tulip poplar and hick-
ory; orange from beech and 
sassafras. Make sure to stop 
at one of the many overlooks 
for gloriously scenic photo 
opportunities.

Arriving at Skyland Re-
sort, we picked up a few re-
freshments from the Grab n’ 
Go located beside the restau-

rant. Be sure to try the home-
made brownies and blackber-
ry lemonade. 

Since we arrived earlier 
than our check-in time, we de-
cided to make the most of our 
visit. Four short marked trails 
are easily accessible from the 
resort’s parking area: Miller’s 
Head, a 1.6-mile roundtrip; 
Limberlost Trail, a 1.3-mile 
circuit (which is ADA acces-
sible); Stony Man, a 1.6-mile 
loop trail; and Little Stony 
Man, a 0.9-mile hike. 

We chose Stony Man Trail, 
a gentle route that winds 
through dappled glades car-
peted with ferns, drifts past 
800-million-year-old rock 
outcroppings draped in mossy 
lichen and climbs to a height 
of 4,010 feet where a spec-
tacular view of the Piedmont 
and Old Rag Mountain is re-
vealed. (Again, make sure to 
bring your camera or camera-
equipped mobile device.) 

At this altitude, you’ll 
see and smell red spruce and 
balsam fi r, rare for southern 
climes. Breathe deeply and 
refl ect on the gentle melody 
of the forest, a practice the 
Japanese call “forest bathing” 
or “Shinrinyoku.” Take in the 
scents as well, as it is a sort of 
natural aromatherapy said to 
increase relaxation and boost 
the immune system.

Back at the lodge, we had 
a relaxing dinner in the Pol-
lock Dining Room, which 
boasts a breathtaking view 
of the Shenandoah Valley. 
The resort is proud of its new 
chef and hosts wine dinners 
in conjunction with nearby 
vineyards. 

In November, three unique 
pairing dinners are planned. 

One features dishes paired 
with wine from Ducard Win-
ery, another with Oak Hill 
Hard Cider and the fi nal din-
ner of the season is slated to 
be a whiskey pairing.  

Night programs here are 
just as popular as the day-
time tours offered by the Park 
Rangers. We chose stargazing, 
which was led by astronomers 

from the Charlottesville Astro-
nomical Society. “Night Skies 
in the Big Meadows” begins 
with a talk on the constella-
tions we anxiously expected 
see. Next, we convened in an 
open fi eld that afforded expan-
sive views of the night sky.  

Astronomer Richard 

PHOTO/JORDAN WRIGHT

Skyland Resort, located in the heart of the Shenandoah Valley, of-
fers pristine views of the foliage as well as a base camp for hiking 
and many other amenities. 

PHOTO/JORDAN WRIGHT

Few activities are more relaxing than getting out of the city and enjoy-
ing a bit of nature. Skyland Resort is adjacent to several trails, offering 
guests a chance to unwind in the forest. Stony Man Trail, shown here, 
is a 1.6-mile loop and well worth the trek. 



16 | OCTOBER 23, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES

Disney’s

THE

OAKCREST SCHOOL
Production of

Friday, November 7, 2014 
7:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 8, 2014 
11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Purchase Show Tickets at Oakcrest.org  
or at the door

“When You Wish Upon a Star” and “I’ve Got No Strings” Music by Leigh Harline, 
Lyrics by Ned Washington from the Walt Disney Motion Picture PINOCCHIO

Music & Lyrics

Stephen Schwartz
Book

David Stern

An independent school for girls grades 6-12  
guided by the teachings of the Catholic Church

 The Heights School

10 4 0 0 S E V E N L O C K S R O A D  P O T O M A C M A R Y L A N D 2 0 8 5 4  
T :  3 0 1.7 6 5 . 2 0 9 3 

The Heights is an independent Catholic preparatory 
school for boys in grades 3-12 located in Potomac, MD

Men fully aliveMen fully alive

www.heights.edu

Sunday, October 26, 2014 from 2:00-5:30 pm
Fall Open House

B U S  S E R V I C E  AVA I L A B L E  F R O M  A L E X A N D R I A

H E A D M A S T E R ’ S  P R E S E N T A T I O N  A T  3 : 3 0

Drumm, known as “The As-
tronomy Bum,” awaited our 
arrival with telescopes. Un-
fortunately for us, it was too 
overcast to see — no less 
identify — even the Big Dip-
per. Instead of stargazing, we 
asked a lot of questions and 
learned about how to control 
light pollution.

Bright blue skies accompa-
nied hearty breakfasts the fol-
lowing morning, and — after 
perusing locally made crafts 
in the gift shop — we head-
ed to the stables for a guided 
horseback trail ride (ponies 
are available for kids). I was 
very impressed by the overall 
care with which the stables, 

tack and horses are kept. Our 
young guide, Jeremy, was 
knowledgeable about horses, 
local plants and the history of 

the area and was very infor-
mative during the two-and-a-
half hour ride.

We spent a few hours at 
the Annual Apple Butter Cel-
ebration (the resort provided 
a shuttle to take us there and 
back) before heading home. 
There, we watched the old 
fashioned method of making 
apple butter in a large cop-
per vessel, tasted four variet-
ies of the Old Hill Hard Ci-
der from Showalter’s local 
orchard, and gobbled up ap-
ple-smoked pork sandwiches 
and candied apples.

Fittingly, it was all accom-
panied by the lively sounds of 
bluegrass bands.

For more information visit 
www.goshenandoah.com.

SKYLAND 
FROM | 15
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Fine dining is to be had in the 
Pollock Dining Room. Along 
with this tasty treat of black-
berry ice cream, be sure not to 
miss out on any of the dinner 
pairings scheduled for the re-
mainder of fall. 

CONCERT: 20TH CENTURY 
MASTERWORKS Michael De Sapio 
on violin and Teodora Adjarova on pia-
no present a program of neoclassical 
works from the 20th century, including 
the Irving Fine’s Violin Sonata and Igor 
Stravinsky’s Suite Italienne.
Time: 3 to 4 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: michaelmartind@gmail.
com

CONCERT: ARS NOVA CHAM-
BER ORCHESTRA The Ars Nova 
Chamber Orchestra performs works 
by Strauss, Mendelssohn, and 
Beethoven. Tickets cost $15 in ad-
vance, $20 at the door.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.ancoselfcon-
ducted.org

CALENDAR 
FROM | 13

November 2
FIRST-PERSON WORKSHOP 
A four-part workshop on how to 
research and develop a character, 
select appropriate period clothes and 
practice in character. There is also the 
opportunity to step on stage during 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s 2014 
Candlelight Tour Program. Cost is $40 
for the series, $12 per class as space 
allows; tickets must be purchased in 
advance.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

November 3
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first of 
two training sessions in which young 
people can learn how to give initial 
help to someone showing signs of a 
mental illness or mental health crisis. 
Registration is free, with space limited 
to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

November 4
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to some-
one showing signs of a mental illness 
or mental health crisis. Registration 
is free, with space limited to 20 per 
class. 
Time: 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.

Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

November 5
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two training sessions in which 
young people can learn how to give 
initial help to someone showing signs 
of a mental illness or mental health 
crisis. Registration is free, with space 
limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

WORLD WAR ONE LECTURE 
“World War One: France and The 
War to End All Wars in Memory and 
Remembrance,” a lecture by Thomas 
Christianson, senior historian for the 
secretary of defense. The lecture and 
wine and cheese reception are both 
sponsored by the Alexandria-Caen 
Sister Cities Committee.
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.alexandriacaen.
wordpress.com

November 6-20
COUNTRY DANCE LESSONS 
Prepare for the Thomas Jefferson 
banquet and ball on November 22 
with three lessons in English country 
dancing from dance master Corky 
Palmer. Learn the basic steps for $12 
per class or $30 for the series.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

Grades 6-12 | 40-Acre D.C. Campus | www.saintanselms.org

  Open House: November 2, 11am-3pm 

St. Anselm’s Abbey School.

Where Bright Boys Become Exceptional Men. 

Where a rigorous curriculum keeps students challenged. 
Where a warm community encourages every boy to be himself.    

Where sports, arts, and clubs give rise to confident leaders.  
Where Benedictine tradition grounds values and inspires faith.
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SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES

201 Cambridge Road   
Alexandria, VA 22314

Open  
House
October 26, 2014  

1:00-3:00 pm 
presentation begins  

at 1:00 pm

Bishop Ireton High School admits students of any race, color and national origin.

ADVANCE ALWAYS

Through the Legacy of St. Francis de Sales
in Christ

BISHOP IRETON
HIGH SCHOOL

Contact
PETER HAMER, 
Director of Admissions 
(703) 751-7606
hamerp@bishopireton.org

bishopireton.org

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

veiled its Ebola policy, which 
asks parents to report contact 
with an Ebola victim as well 
as any travel to affected coun-
tries. The district’s nurses 
also will monitor attendance 
records and check the tem-
perature of any student com-
plaining of feeling unwell.

“As the first cases of Eb-
ola virus are beginning to be 
seen in the United States, [the 
district] is taking every mea-
sure possible to prevent the 
transmission of the disease 
and keep our students healthy 
and our schools safe,” of-

ficials said in a statement. 
“While in its early stages, 
Ebola is less contagious. As 
such, it presents little risk 
to students in their regular 
school activities. By the time 
Ebola is contagious, the pa-
tient would most likely no 
longer be physically able to 
attend school.

Dr. Martin Brown of Ino-
va also was quick to note how 
the hospital system prepares 
for the eventuality of Ebola in 
Northern Virginia.  

“We have a system with-
in the Inova system to deal 
with all hazardous events,” 
Brown said. “Over the last 12 
weeks or so we’ve had multi-

ple meetings about Ebola … 
to prepare the Inova system 
for this event.”

Offi cials now hold daily 
meetings about the outbreak and 
they are reserving space in case 
a patient is admitted, he said.  

Haering also reiterated 
that Ebola is not airborne. 
People only contract the dis-
ease after coming into di-
rect contact with a victim 
who is symptomatic. He rec-
ommended residents practice 

good hygiene — regularly 
washing hands — stay home 
when sick and call the doctor 
ahead of time if you are com-
ing in with a fever. 

And get a fl u shot, Haer-
ing said.

EBOLA 
FROM | 11

ing for an assisted living fa-
cility. 

How should a family de-
cide what kind of facility is 
needed for a loved one?

So there’s a continuum. 
On one side, all of us are over 
here living in the community. 
As you start to not be able to 
do things like housekeeping 
or [accessing] transportation, 
assisted living is probably the 
right place.

As you get into not being 
able to do things like dressing, 
bathing, toileting or eating, you 
move [down] on the continuum 
to nursing homes. If the family 
can hire care or fi ll in those def-
icits on their own, that’s great: 
They can stay in the communi-
ty. … But as those needs grow, 
if there are a lot or [they are] are 
intense, they’ve moved along 
to nursing homes.

How can a family deter-
mine the quality of an as-
sisted living facility and 
ensure that it is reputable?

The Northern Virginia 
[Long-Term Care] Ombuds-
man program investigates 
complaints into assisted living 
facilities and nursing homes. 
One of the ways to see what’s 
going on in a facility and 
problems is go to website and 
what are the complaints and 
substance of the complaints. 
For nursing homes, Medi-
care.gov has a “Nursing home 
compare” page where you can 
see ratings for nursing homes.

What kinds of resources 
does the city offer to peo-
ple considering assisted 
living or nursing homes?

One of the things the City of 
Alexandria offers is [perform-
ing] an assisted living screen-
ing or a nursing home screening 
to help determine which level 
of care we think is best for you. 
It’s a free service. Most only use 
it if they’re going to use public 
funds, but it is free and encour-
aged for everybody. If [they] 
call our offi ce at 703-746-5999, 
there is an intake social worker 
on duty every day that will take 
their information and we will set 
that up for them.

SENIOR CARE 
FROM | 14

Advertise your business or 
service.

Contact Kristen Essex at kessex@
alextimes.com
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Follow Us On

 European Country Living  1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  Tel  (703) 778-4172  Online ShopECL.com

european antiques handcrafted furniture vintage accessories

At a Glance:
Location: 1300 S. Barton St. #336, Arlington VA 22204

Price: $299,000

Size: 800 square feet

Year Built: 1939

Bedrooms: 1

Bathrooms: 1

Contact: Laurie Mensing, Long and Foster, 703-873-
5193, laurie.mensing@longandfoster.com

Don’t miss out on this great deal at Arlington Village
Welcome to Arlington 

Village, a delightful com-
munity situated close to all 
Metropolitan access points 
for your convenience; min-
utes to downtown Arlington/
Clarendon, Rosslyn, The 
Pentagon, D.C. and Nation-
al Airport. Arlington Village 
offers community tennis, 
pools, restaurants, shop-
ping, and metro transporta-
tion service.

In excellent condition 
and move-in ready, this 1 
bedroom/1 bathroom con-
do has been updated to meet 
your needs. The stylish 

kitchen boasts granite coun-
ter tops, a designer back-
splash, eat-in kitchen area 
and access to the rear deck. 
Enjoy an open floor plan 
with hardwood floors, new 
carpeting in the spacious 
living room and a refur-
bished marble bath. There 
is also plenty of storage, 
large closets with Elfa stor-
age systems, a Bosch wash-
er and dryer, new thermal/
insulated windows through-
out and ample parking con-
vey.

Entertain, relax and en-
joy your new home here 

in Arlington Village. The 
property is meticulous-
ly maintained and easy to 

view, please call for ad-
ditional information and 
your private showing. Visit 

www.1300sbartonst.com for 
additional information and 
photos.

HOME OF THE WEEK

ADVERTORIAL

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

At Home
With autumn comes mum season
BY MARTY ROSS

With a fl ash and a fl our-
ish, chrysanthemums signal 
the transition to a new sea-
son. Even the fi ery foliage of 
a maple tree can’t match the 
gorgeous colors of mums.

Garden shops go all-out 
for the mum season.

“By the time we’ve had a 
typical summer, the garden is 
starting to have some holes, 
other things in the garden are 
going downhill and garden-

ers are ready for fall. They’re 
ready to buy mums,” says 
Tony Fulmer, horticulturist at 
Chalet Nursery in Wilmette, 
Ill., near Chicago. The shop 
sells thousands of mums from 
early September through Oc-
tober. 

“People buy them for their 
window boxes, for pots on the 
front porch, for fl ower beds 
and for parties,” Fulmer said.

Putting mums to work in a 
garden is easy. They are vig-
orous plants, ready to burst 

into bloom when they arrive 
at garden shops in fall. You 
can plop them into a plant-
er box, display them in pots 
on straw bales or set small 
pots of mums in a row down 
the middle of a patio table. 
Chrysanthemums natural-
ly come into bloom when the 
days grow shorter in fall, and 
it is as if they are taking ad-
vantage of the softer autumn 
light. Mums seem to glow in a 
garden, no matter where you 
put them. 

Mums grow best in sun-
ny spots, but they tolerate a 
surprising amount of shade, 
so tucking a couple of plants 
up on the porch or on a shady 
deck or patio is just fi ne. No 
gardening experience is nec-
essary: Mums need to be wa-
tered, of course, but the pro-
ducers deliver plants that need 
little attention. If you buy 
plants just as the buds are be-
ginning to open, you can count 
on about six weeks of bloom.

Most gardeners treat 

mums as annual fl owers, 
growing them for one season 
only and tossing them on the 
compost pile after they fade. 
They aren’t really annuals, 
however; they are perennial 
plants that could live in the 
garden for years, but the sea-
son itself presents challenges 
to their survival. Mums plant-
ed in the garden in fall usual-
ly do not have quite enough 
time to establish good root 

SEE AUTUMN | 19

Charming condo.Living room.
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S O L S T I C E

MASSAGE

311 N. Washington Street
Lower Right

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

301.915.4590

Hours: M-Sat 9am- 8pm

O F F E R I N G

Swedish Deep Tissue Massage

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS

The fall gardening season has a signature plant, and it is the chry-
santhemum. Deep pink mums and a passel of pumpkins transform 
a garden path. 

systems, especially if they are 
kept in artfully placed pots 
through most of the fall. If 
plants set out in the garden 
are not watered well during 
the fall, and mulched, winter 
often kills them.

Even botanic gardens treat 
mums as annuals. Tim Pol-
lack, a horticulturist at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden, has 
been growing mums for 20 
years and has worked on the 
garden’s spectacular fall dis-
play of mums for 13 years. 
Visitors arriving at the garden 
encounter 10-foot-tall tow-
ers of mums, each made up of 

more than 250 plants. Once 
inside the garden’s gates, the 
main path leads across a cov-
ered bridge festooned with 
cascading mums. Giant pots 
of mums in the garden are 
planted with up to 70 plants 
each. More than 12,000 
mums are on display — it’s 
a horticultural show on a 

grand scale, requiring months 
of preparation. They’re all 
grown from cuttings every 
year, starting in February.

Although mums have been 
around for many years, the 
plants sold today are bigger 
and better than mums of the 
past, Pollack says. 

“They have introduced 
new fl ower colors, and the 

plants are more round and 
longer-lasting,” he says. “In 
the old days, the majority of 
the cultivars were mid-sea-
son blooming, but now they 
really extend the season,” he 
says, which pleases both gar-
deners and retailers.

Ideally, gardeners should 
purchase mums when no 
more than one fourth of the 
buds are open. 

“We try not to install any 
of our displays with open 
fl owers,” Pollack says, so re-
turning visitors can have the 
pleasure of seeing the fantastic 
display come into full bloom. 

To keep them at their best, 
the gardeners continue to fer-
tilize lightly while the plants 
are blooming, and they keep 
up the watering routine the 
plants had been accustomed 
to as they developed through 
the summer in the greenhouse.

The Chicago Botanic Gar-
den also grows some mums 
as perennial plants — these 
are mums in the Igloo se-
ries introduced by Blooms 
of Bressingham. Igloo mums 
are technically dendranthe-
mas, hybridized to form com-
pact plants that will bloom in 
summer and again in fall. Ig-
loo mums planted in a garden 
(there are 11 of them in the 
series, with names like Pump-
kin Igloo and Fireworks Ig-
loo) can tolerate bone-chill-
ing temperatures, and they 
are catching on particularly 
with cold-climate gardeners 
who want mums to fi ll a spot 
in their fl ower beds all year 
round, says Bill Aulenbach of 
Blooms of Bressingham.

Whether you grow mums 
as annuals or perennials, this 
is their season to shine. 

“These are grab-and-go 
plants,” Fulmer says. “With a 
sharp shovel and 15 minutes, 
you can make a big splash.”

AUTUMN 
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Cheerful mums bloom in a garden for weeks. Mums can be reliable 
perennial plants if you get them in the ground early, water them 
well through the fall and mulch them for the winter. 

Advertise your business or service.
Contact Kristen Essex at 
kessex@alextimes.com
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Let’s Eat A special advertising feature 
of the Alexandria Times

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

Dine in with us in our traditional Thai ambience.  
Located in Old Town North, Alexandria.

We Also Deliver!
SIMONE MARCHAND singing  

Edith Piaf songs every Friday night 

Whole Maine Lobster  
Dinner $17.95

Not valid with other offers

Special Dinner for Two $34
6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. (in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues)

Your choice of 2 entrées and 1 bottle  
of red or white wine selected by the house 

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

It’s our  
Third YEAR!

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.519.0055 Independently Owned & Operated

CARRYOUT ITEMS
Sit in or carry out 
your wings 
Happy Hour 4-7pm

Come to Foster’s  
& Watch Football!  

Saturday & Sunday
Your pick: College or Pro

Experience local Italian dining at A la Lucia
In Italy, the local neighbor-

hood restaurants are often the 
most popular with their small 
dining rooms and exquisitely pre-
pared food, and that feeling has 
been brought over to Alexandria 
by A la Lucia. Located on 315 
Madison St., it is a special sort 
of local establishment that spe-
cializes in homemade tradition-
al Italian food and wine, and has 
been a neighborhood fi xture for 
many years.

Fall is a wonderful season to 
call in at A la Lucia, as pumpkin 
and butternut squash are both in-
tegral ingredients in several of 
the restaurant’s specials. The but-
ternut squash soup is particularly 
fabulous. This autumnal looking, 
deep orange soup is packed with 
fl avor and elegantly presented. 
Similarly, the butternut squash 
ravioli is phenomenal and comes 
with sage butter and an amaret-

to cookie. The light sauce of the 
butternut squash complements 
the pasta and is rich yet not over-
powering. Still have room for 
dessert? The pumpkin and ricotta 
cheesecake is impressive for its 
balance of fl avors. 

On the regular menu, there are 
many selections that simply should 
not be missed. For a starter, the 
fried calamari antipasto is light, 
while the salami with goat cheese 
and olives antipasto is particularly 
fl avorful. The soups are excellent 
too, especially the prosciutto base 
bean and the minestrone. Some of 
the most outstanding entrees in-
clude the fussili with spicy toma-
to sauce and sautéed eggplant, 
the penne alla puttanesca and the 
grilled salmon served with fresh 
tomatoes, pine nuts, and basil.

Tuesday nights are especially 
popular at A la Lucia, as the “Tues-
day Night Steak Night” menu is on 

offer and fi lled with tempting op-
tions. The prime cuts of meat are 
from Roseda Farms, and the three 
course dinner special includes a 
choice of appetizers, a steak en-
tree and dessert for $40 per per-
son. In addition, each day the res-
taurant continues to offer their $30 
and $35 three course menus. 

A la Lucia may feel a bit off 
the beaten track in north Old 
Town, but is a great place to vis-
it for the superb food, wine and 
an atmosphere that feels authen-
tically Italian.

A la Lucia is open for lunch 
during the week from 11:30 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Dinner hours 
are 5 to 9:30 p.m. Monday to 

Thursday; 5 to 10 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 4 to 9 p.m. 

Sunday. For more information, 
call 703-836-5123 or visit www.

alalucia.com.
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631 South Patrick Street
Alexandria , VA 22314

Mon. thru Fri. 10am - 6pm   Sat. 10am - 2pm 

Other Companies
Charge Extra For 
What’s FREE* At 
Old Town Windows
& Doors.  

Replacing Your Windows or Doors Doesn’t Have To Be
Expensive Or Difficult During Our Fall Window & Door Sale! 

Call Us Today To Schedule Your 
FREE Window Inspection and Quote:

866 508-8101

Limited Time Offer!

$200
CASH BACK

Per Window*
- PLUS -

FREE
Window Inspection

FREE
Guaranteed Quote

FREE
Removal and Disposal

FREE
Premium Window Hardware

FREE
Premium Window Glass

- PLUS -

Money Down*
Payments
% Interest0

Just Imagine How Comfortable You’ll Feel And
How Much Money You’ll SAVE On Your Utility

Bills With New Energy Efficient Windows 
From Old Town Windows and Doors!

Restrictions and conditions apply, visit store for details. Cannot be combined with previous purchase. 0 % for 12 Months.

It’s Time To Make A Statement With A New
Custom Exterior Door On Your Home!

Make The Call This Fall To The One Company That Makes It
Easy To Find The Right Window For Your Home And Budget!

Old Town Windows And Doors offers a complete line of 
low-maintenance entry doors that offer you an endless selection
of styles, finishes and materials for superior weather resistance. 

Our doors are designed and built to offer you the best 
in beauty, performance and value.

We Feature An Unlimited Selection of Quality Entry and Exterior Doors!
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Alexandria chamber moves to 
increase impact on city budget

A very useful Alexandria institution has just made it-
self even more helpful to the city as a whole. 

The organization is the Alexandria Chamber of Com-
merce, a long-time source of business guidance, net-
working events and a key player in the city’s drive to 
attract new businesses. The increased relevance comes 
courtesy of political activist Dak Hardwick, who be-
came head of the сhamber’s government relations com-
mittee in early 2014 and immediately set out to align the 
сhamber’s advocacy efforts with Alexandria City Coun-
cil’s budget  process.

The change was a seemingly small one: rolling out 
the organization’s legislative agenda in October rath-
er than January. Sometimes, though, a small move can 
have a great impact, and this one should enable the 
сhamber to have a greater voice in decisions that affect 
Alexandria’s businesses.

We applaud this change for several reasons. First, it 
always is good to see organizations maximize their ef-
fectiveness. Nothing is more frustrating than being right 
but irrelevant.

As the Times generally stakes out pro-business posi-
tions (on issues ranging from opposing an “add-on” tax 
for commercial real estate to advocating for fewer regu-
lations on businesses) we welcome a like-minded voice 
getting more engaged. There is strength in numbers.

Although the сhamber’s lobbying agenda refl ects its 
members’ views on a variety of issues, it is the proposed 
Potomac Yard Metro station that has them most excited. 
Hardwick explained, “Potomac Yard Metro is the sin-
gle largest economic development tool the city has ever 
had in its entire history, and we have to take advantage 
of that opportunity.” 

The сhamber sees development around the Metro 
as the key to providing tax relief to city residents, and 
skewing the city’s tax base away from such a heavy re-
liance on residential property rates. We agree this is an 
admirable goal, although we remain skeptical that city 
councilors will actually lower the residential tax burden. 
A spending increase is more likely.

Still, larger and more diverse tax revenues might lead 
city council to fund issues that should be higher priori-
ties. At the top of our wish list is meaningful spending on 
affordable housing initiatives rather than token gestures.

We applaud сhamber CEO John Long for teaming 
with Hardwick to try and increase his organization’s 
voice in City Hall. The Times likely will not agree with 
the Chamber on every issue, as we tend to view large 
development projects with a warier eye and place more 
emphasis on the impact they have on residents’ quali-
ty of life. 

But this move means that Long and the Chamber will 
be more visible, and in all likelihood, more effective. In 
general, what benefi ts  the business community benefi ts 
us all.

Alexandria’s property owners deserve our 
respect, not a public shaming session
To the editor:

This present slate of city 
councilors has introduced 
many controversial and ques-
tionable policies as they ap-
proach the end of the second 
year of their three-year terms 
in offi ce.

But City Councilor Justin 
Wilson’s recent suggestion to 
publicly shame property own-
ers for raising rents by more 
than 5 percent a year is one of 
the most outrageous.

Virginia is one of 45 states 
that do not allow rent con-
trol laws. It is illegal for a lo-
cal municipality to set rental 
rates or sales prices for pri-
vate real estate. The City of 

Alexandria has a well-intend-
ed but unenforceable poli-
cy that requests landlords not 
to increase rents more than 5 
percent a year. 

Most property owners are 
sensible people who under-
stand simple supply-and-de-
mand economics. They can 
effectively adjust their rental 
and sales prices without gov-
ernment interference.

The idea of offi cials pub-
licly shaming a few of Al-
exandria’s 43,000 property 
owners — who pay the ma-
jority of the taxes in this city 
— for raising rents more than 
5 percent a year should be put 
to rest immediately. 

The continual disregard of 
property owners by this city 
council is evident through ex-
cessive annual tax increases 
and threats of the use of em-
inent domain. Now they are 
considering publicly shaming 
their constituents for effec-
tively managing their assets.

If you rent your property 
or sell your home this year in 
Alexandria and make a prof-
it, you should not be ashamed 
of yourself. You should be 
proud of your successful in-
vestment, regardless of how 
some city councilors see it. 

- Frank Fannon
Alexandria
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Alexandria’s ban on signs violates the First Amendment
Most people would as-

sume they were well with-
in their rights as Americans 
to hang a “For Sale” sign in 
their car window. 

But they would be 
wrong. In 2012, I put a “For 
Sale” sign in the window of 
my car and was stunned the 
next day to fi nd a parking vi-
olation notice waiting on my 
windshield. 

What was my crime? 
In Alexandria, as well as 
in many other municipal-
ities around the country, 
city councils have banned 
such signs, having forgot-
ten the First Amendment 
in their zealous efforts to 
eradicate the perceived 
blight of cars being adver-
tised for sale.

This may seem like a 
small problem, but laws 
like this are a symptom of a 
broader philosophical error 

that has crept into the mind-
set of American bureaucrats. 
They believe that certain 
kinds of speech — particu-
larly advertising — are less 
important, and deserve less 
constitutional pro-
tection than other 
kinds of speech.

Thus, elect-
ed offi cials who 
would never 
dream of trying to 
censor a political 
ad or a magazine 
don’t think twice 
about forbidding 
people from ad-
vertising products or servic-
es.

But this commercial 
speech is central to the First 
Amendment. I don’t know 
about you, but I cannot think 
of a form of expression that is 
more important to more peo-
ple than expression that af-

fects their pocketbooks. To
think that a truthful statement 
about a product or service is
less valuable is dangerous and 
wrong.

The First Amendment 
does not distinguish 
between the kinds 
of speech that are 
worth protecting. 
Neither should gov-
ernment. 

Yet govern-
ments regularly 
single out different 
types of advertise-
ments for censor-
ship. These laws 

allow government agents,
rather than residents, to
choose what speech the
public may hear and what 
speech may be banned.

Restrictions on adver-
tising also disproportion-
ately hurt the poor. This is
obvious with Alexandria’s

“For Sale” sign ban. While 
wealthy car dealers can af-
ford television or radio ads, 
the poor are more likely to 
need to sell their car them-
selves and have no more 
effective way to advertise 
than with a simple sign. 

Advertising bans, like 
other forms of censorship, 
also fail the test of common 
sense. As Alexandria’s law 
is written, I could have put 
a “For Sale” sign in my car 
window without receiving 
a ticket as long as the thing 
being advertised as up for 
sale was my dog, my couch 
or my friend’s car. I could 
drive around town with a 
“For Sale” sign, too. People 
are free to place any number 
of messages on their cars in 
the form of advertisements, 
bumper stickers and vanity 
plates.

But I can’t park my car 

with a “For Sale” sign on it 
without breaking the law.

What can be done to fi x
laws that violate the First 
Amendment and denigrate
commercial speech? Stand 
up and speak out. I reached 
out to the Pacifi c Legal
Foundation, a nonprofi t, do-
nor-supported national legal
watchdog organization that 
represents clients free of 
charge. We have fi led a law-
suit to challenge the consti-
tutionality of Alexandria’s
censorship law.

Together, we hope to set 
an important legal precedent 
forcing our elected offi cials
to respect the First Amend-
ment in all its dimensions,
and to protect the freedom to
express economic ideas like
any other.

Scott Roy McLean is a
resident of Alexandria.

My View
Scott Roy McLean

Ebola is not the only health threat facing Americans
To the editor:

U.S., state and municipal 
health authorities are work-
ing overtime and spending 
millions of dollars to stem 
the spread of Ebola, which 
has killed just one person in 
this country.

But where is the com-
parable effort to stem the 
spread of heart disease, 
strokes, cancer, diabe-
tes and other chronic dis-

eases that kill 1.4 million 
Americans annually and are 
linked conclusively to ex-
cessive consumption of ani-
mal products? According to 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control, that is 23 times the 
number killed by all infec-
tious diseases combined, 
including AIDS, hepatitis, 
blood poisoning and intesti-
nal infections.

Apparently, our society 

tolerates this massive as-
sault on our public health 
because meat, dairy and 
egg products have power-
ful champions in Congress. 
Bacteria and viruses have 
none. 

Yet each of us can take 
personal responsibility for 
our family’s health as well 
as our own by reducing and 
then dropping animal prod-
ucts from our menu. Fresh 

vegetables, fruits, legumes 
and whole grains contain 
all the nutrients our body 
requires and are touted by 
leading health authorities. 
Soy and nut-based meats, 
milks and ice creams offer 
a delicious transition treat. 
Many websites provide 
helpful transition tips.

- Ali Gatlin
Alexandria

Police must step up enforcement — of scofflaw motorists
To the editor:

In my opinion, the Alex-
andria Police Department has 
given up on keeping pedes-
trians safe in Old Town. As 
a biker and jogger, I see ev-
idence of this almost every 
day. 

Recently, while walking 

down Pitt Street, I watched a 
lady in a car do a 360 at the 
intersection of Cameron and 
Pitt streets. Not only did she 
do a rolling stop at the fi rst 
stop sign, but she then blast-
ed by a police offi cer sitting 
in his car in full view of the 
intersection. 

I was surprised that the of-
fi cer did not stop her at once 
and give her a ticket for fail-
ing to stop at the posted sign. 
As an eyewitness, I noticed 
the offi cer was convenient-
ly looking the other way and 
therefore avoided doing his 
job in ticketing the woman 

for running a stop sign.
It feels as though the po-

lice do not care anymore. 
Living on Pitt Street, I wit-
ness daily the speed that peo-
ple drive at in their cars to get 
from one stop sign to the next. 
Every day the speed limit is 
exceeded past my residence. 

Why can’t the police de-
partment place an offi cer on 
foot in Old Town during rush 
hour and start ticketing peo-
ple who violate safe driving 
laws?

- Dan Lynch
Alexandria

Email comments,  
rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com.

WHO CARES?  
WE DO.
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Weekly Poll
Last Week This Week

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Send your comments to: letters@alextimes.com
Letters must be signed by the writer. Include address and phone for verifi cation (not for publication). Letters are subject to editing for clarity and length. Personal attacks will not be published.

A. Yes.
B. No.

Do you think Ebola poses a significant risk to 

Alexandrians?

Has the resolution of the Dunning and Horton cold cases 

changed your view of the police department?

Take the poll at alextimes.com

67% No. 
33% Yes. Total Voters: 39

OUT OF THE ATTIC FROM THE WEB
In response to 
In response to 

“Old Town bike 

lane concept 

draws criticism,” 

September 18:

Allen Muchnick 
writes:

As long as motor 
vehicle parking (aka 
private property stor-
age) and the number 
of travel lanes is not 
changing, and [as long 
as] the widths of the 
travel lanes, bike lanes 
and parking lanes are 
not being reduced be-
low established safe 
and reasonable mini-
mums, there should be 
no need for a protract-
ed public process. It is 
fi ne to hold communi-
ty meetings and public 
hearings, but the City 
of Alexandria should 
not be held hostage to 
outspoken and self-
entitled opponents of 
common bicycling ac-
commodations or oth-
er modest and reason-
able street changes that 
better serve the broader 
community.

Rolling on the river
Among the best views of 

the Potomac River in Civ-
il War Alexandria captured 
by Union Army photographer 
Andrew J. Russell is this im-
age taken for the U.S. Military 
Railroad Department about 
1864.  

The photograph of the 
railroad wharf just off Union 
Street, used by military au-
thorities to transport engines 
and rail cars via barge to loca-
tions south of Alexandria, is a 
somewhat ramshackle view of 
the facility and belies its true 
importance. 

At the time, this was a ma-
jor component of military rail 
property in Alexandria that — 
including machine and engine 
shops — was valued at more 
than $2,000,000, more than 
half the value of all military 
railroad property in the entire 
state of Virginia.

Although directed by U.S. 
Military Railroad command-
er Col. Herman Haupt to de-
velop a visual record of prop-
erty and facilities held by the 
Union Army in occupied Al-
exandria, once again Rus-
sell’s interpretation goes far 
beyond what is expected by 
his superior and provides an 
intense dimension of scale 
and organized disorder at 
one of the more unusual mili-
tary holdings within the war-
torn city.  The close observer 
will note the presence of sev-
eral men at the center of the 

photo. They appear to pre-
side over a facility used to en-
hance rail transport and speed 
by use of the river. 

To the right are two teth-
ered barges that served as 
a float for up to three steam 
engines or rail cars, which 
were loaded onto the barges 
from the three wooden bridg-
es and overhead gantry at the 
water’s edge.  In the fore-
ground is a small hoisting 
and pumping engine on a sep-
arate barge, which was used 
to provide fresh water neces-
sary for the operation.  In the 
background, the viewer sens-
es the intensity of the war ef-
fort as three ships in close 
proximity, inevitably bound 
for the District of Columbia, 
hurriedly pass Alexandria’s 
shore.

Russell continued to pho-
tograph in and around Alex-

andria well beyond the war’s 
end in April 1865, fi nally 
mustering out in September 
of that year.  His collection 
of renowned images, includ-
ing many of railroad facil-
ities and construction dur-
ing the last years of the Civil 
War, provided him with a su-
perb portfolio of photographs 
with which to land employ-
ment with the Union Pacifi c 
Railroad Co. in Utah and Wy-
oming.   

By the late 1860s he fo-
cused his skills on the con-
struction of the Transcon-
tinental Railroad and the 
Central Pacifi c Railroad in 
California. Before return-
ing to his native state of New 
York, he also prepared a spec-
tacular series of images of 
America’s western region, 
compiled in 1869 as “The 
Great West.”

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA

Email comments,  
rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com.

WHO CARES?  
WE DO.
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Last Week’s Solution:
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ACROSS
1 ___ win (be competitive)
7 Put two and two together
10 ___-Wan Kenobi
13 Mouth secretion
19 Brennan of “Private 
Benjamin”
20 Wet
22 Work boot feature
23 Immediately
24 Looked forward to
25 Pass along a cold, e.g.
26 Southpaws
28 Cay
30 Ollie’s partner in old comedy
31 Congerlike
32 Suffi  x with “sea” or “land”
34 Fruits that are often dried
38 Intestinal obstruction
40 Woody, tropical vine
41 Archie Bunker, notably
42 Heartburn soothers
46 Mass confusion
47 Bizet opera priestess
48 Three-part
49 Frying-pan coating
50 You, right now
51 Aussie lassie
52 Roof support
53 Campus life
54 Victorian, for one
55 Allowed by law
56 Instrument with fi nger holes
57 Short vehicle
59 Exited
62 Calamine-lotion target
66 Unwanted decibels

68 Skip the big wedding
69 It features icons (Abbr.)
70 Try
73 Trials end when they’re hung
75 Horse handler
78 Kind of center
79 Some Toyotas
80 Part of CRT
81 Starboard side
82 Most developed on the vine
83 Tapered
84 Character of a culture
85 Eyeball-bending art
86 Human trunk
87 Paving block
88 Words of agreement in church
89 Utter a loud, harsh cry
90 U.S./European defense org.
94 Cats have nine of them
96 What the cleaned-out have
99 Give the nod to
102 After-dinner speech, 
sometimes
105 Flattened at the ends
106 Casual shoe
107 Battle recreator
108 Hangmen’s needs
109 Main arteries
110 “___ overboard!”
111 Clod chopper
112 Full range

DOWN
1 Sound, as a bell
2 Beers with fewer calories
3 Enjoying a parasail
4 Gossipy gal

5 Dwelling on details
6 Super’s apartment number, 
sometimes
7 Best Picture of 1984
8 Wooden pegs
9 “Dear” book
10 Baseball Hall-of-Famer Mel
11 Hive inhabitant
12 Resident of Fort Wayne
13 Fence crossing
14 First-rate
15 Certain baseball player
16 Hotel freebie
17 Wet-dry ___
18 Appropriate
21 A sib
27 Destitute
29 Junk email
32 Crab-walk
33 Spanish heat
35 Cry of surrender
36 Creature of Jewish folklore
37 Astonished look
39 Milano moolah, once
40 Just took some
41 Become waterlogged
42 On the briny
43 Indira Gandhi’s father
44 Halloween choice
45 “The Phantom Menace” boy
46 Seem suitable for
49 Delicate use of words
50 Lowlife
52 Abounding
53 Cosmetic additive
55 “___ we forget”
56 Fancy dressers

58 What a six-shooter has after 
fi ve fi rings
59 They may get glossed over
60 Ness of “The Untouchables”
61 Some deer
63 Like a lit lamp
64 Glove material
65 Employed
67 Excludes
70 “Green ___”
71 Hackneyed
72 Snug, as jeans
73 Good place to have a yen?
74 Advantage-takers
75 Rowing equipment
76 Safe
77 However, briefl y
79 Smoker’s mouthpiece
80 Bones aff ected by typing
82 Place in Italy
83 You may be lost in the middle 
of it
86 Skin art
88 Maintains with confi dence
89 Adolescence
91 Apportion
92 Poke fun at
93 Happening many times
95 Brilliant thought
96 “The Voice” network
97 All alternative
98 Big quiz
99 Pie ___ mode
100 Dove’s sound
101 Railroad unit
103 Biochemistry abbr.
104 Author Fleming
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www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 

nding homes for pets and humans, alike.

 THANK YOU

 

 

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Say Hi to Prince, our sweet & curious kitty 
who is a people lover! Prince lolls around each day, 

waiting for a volunteer or staff member to pet him or 
scratch his chin.

Having never met a stranger, Prince hopes 
for a new home where cats are King, and his subjects 

adore felines.

FOR FURTHER INFO ABOUT THE ADOPTABLE 
CATS OF ALEXANDRIA, please visit 

www.alexandriaanimals.org
or phone 703-746-4664.

 ~ Halloween Prince ~
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Georgina Ruley Parks 
was a charismatic, beautiful 
woman much beloved by her 
family and friends. Born in 
Lexington, Kentucky, on Jan-
uary 7, 1949, to Helen Logs-
don Ruley and George Wood-
row Ruley, she grew up on 
Swigert Avenue among neigh-
bors who became friends and 
friends who became family. 
She graduated in 1967 from 
Bryan Station High School, 
where she was an all-state 
violinist. In 1971, Georgina 
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Kentucky where she 
was a member of the Kap-
pa Delta Sorority. Following 
graduation, she married Rog-
er Davis Parks, also a gradu-
ate of UK, and moved to Al-
exandria, VA where she left 
us on October 16, 2014 due 
to cancer. We remember her 
for her faith, hope, and love 
lived out so courageously be-
fore us.

Georgina was everyone’s 
best friend. You did not have 
to earn her love. Throughout 
her life she nurtured friend-
ships from her childhood, her 
high school, her sorority Kap-
pa Delta, her colleagues from 
her speech-language patholo-
gy work, and from her busi-
ness. Nowhere could you bet-
ter count her friends than at 
the yearly Derby party she 
and Roger hosted in the DC 
area for Kentucky ex-pats, 
neighbors, and other dear 
friends. Her photo albums 
burst open with memories of 
our happy times with her. We 
remember her for her uncon-
ditional friendship and beau-
tiful smile, the joy we felt 
when we were with her. 

Georgina worked for 
the Alexandria City Public 
Schools from 1972 through 
1986 as a Speech-Language 
Pathologist where she creat-
ed innovative strategies and 
techniques for working with 
young children with disabil-
ities. In 1986, she found-
ed The Clinical Connection, 
a quarterly idea source for 
Speech-Language Patholo-
gists working with the young 
communicator and served as 
its editor and publisher. Geor-
gina and her husband Roger 
partnered in building Amer-
ican Advertising Distribu-
tors of Northern Virginia, a 
direct mail advertising agen-
cy, where she served as Vice 

President for 35 years. She 
has been an active volunteer 
in Alexandria’s Chamber of 
Commerce and a strong ad-
vocate for women in business 
and professions. A composer 
and pianist who played only 
for her family’s enjoyment, 
she will be remembered as a 
loving full-time caregiver for 
her parents for 14 years.

Georgina is survived by 
her devoted husband Roger; 
her loving sister, Diane Ruley 
Williams (Ben) of San Diego, 
CA as well as a wide circle of 
friends and cousins from Vir-
ginia, her beloved Kentucky, 
and throughout the United 
States.

On Thursday, November 
6, 2014, services will be held 
at the First Baptist Church 
of Alexandria (2932 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA) at 
2:45 pm. Following the ser-
vice, family and friends are 
invited to a celebration hon-
oring Georgina on the Cher-
ry Blossom Riverboat (Alex-
andria City Marina, Cameron 
& Union Streets, Alexandria, 
VA) at 6 pm. 

In lieu of fl owers, the fam-
ily asks that contributions be 
sent to the ACT for Alexan-
dria Community Fund (1421 
Prince Street, Suite 220, Al-
exandria 22314 or www.act-
foralexandria.org) which 
distributes grants to deserv-
ing nonprofi t organizations 
throughout Alexandria.

FOR RENT

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

NUMBER 14-15-022

The Alexandria City School Board dba 
Alexandria City Public Schools is seeking 
proposals for Electrical and Related Services.

There will be a non-mandatory Pre-Proposal 
Conference on November 3, 2014 at 2 PM at 
Alexandria City Public Schools Central Of-
fi ce, 1340 Braddock Place, Conference Room 
610-2, on the 6th Floor, Alexandria, VA 
22314. All Offerors interested in submitting a 
proposal for Electrical Services is encouraged 

to attend.

Minimum experience required for any fi rm 
submitting a response to this RFP, and for 
providing the services therein, is three (3) 
years.

Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 
14-15-022 Electrical and Related Services, 
will be received in the Central Procurement 
Offi ce, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 
3:00 pm. November 17, 2014. The time of 
receipt shall be determined by the time clock 
stamp in the Procurement offi ce. Proposals 
appropriately received will be opened and the 
names of the fi rms responding will be read 
aloud. RFP documents may be obtained at 
the above Procurement Offi ce or by calling 
703-619-8043, or by downloading the RFP 

from the ACPS website at www.acps.k12.
va.us. Administration, Financial Services, 
Procurement and General Services - Current 
Bids and Request for Proposals.

Ail questions must be submitted before 5:00 
p.m., November 7, 2014. If necessary, an 
addendum will be issued and posted to the 
ACPS web site.

No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of 
ninety (90) days after the opening of propos-
als except as may be set forth in the RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP 
and/or reject any or all proposals and to 
waive any informalities in any proposal.

Sharon T. Lewis
Director of Procurement & General Services

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review 
Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, November 5, 2014 beginning at 7:30 PM 
in Council Chambers, second fl oor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR2014-0337
Request for a waiver of rooftop HVAC screen-
ing requirement at 116 King St.
APPLICANT: Monarch Row, LLC by Paul 
Beckmann

CASE BAR2014-0338
Request to partially demolish at 312 N Royal 
St.
APPLICANT: William Zana by Louis Cruz

CASE BAR2014-0339
Request for alterations at 312 N Royal St.
APPLICANT: William Zana by Louis Cruz

CASE BAR2014-0340
Request for a waiver of rooftop HVAC screen-
ing requirement at 100 King St.
APPLICANT: Carluccio’s USA GP by David 
Tracz

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 
(703) 746-4666.

Georgina Ruley Parks

Obituaries

Join now. For yourself.  
For your family. 

  70+ group classes  
each week

 Personal Training

 TRX

 Indoor pool 

  Complimentary child  
care while you work out

Register now for After School Care or Y Future Leaders 
Academy Preschool and receive a FREE gift! 

3 BDRM, 2 BATH, 3 STOREY BRICK TWHS, WITH WOOD BURNING FIRE-
PLACE, WALLED PATIO, 1 PARKING SPACE, N Pitt St, Alexandria, 10 minutes 
to Pentagon. $ 3000/mo. Call 410-742-0559, 410-546=4215, 302-227-7214, 
jplummer@jhplummer.com.”
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

HOME Cleaning Cleaning TrustTrustYou can

703.659.4611
maidbrigade.com

Bonded, Insured & 
Praised!
Eco-Friendly Products   Flexible

  Scheduling

BBB A+ Rating

HOME SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 
Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Classifi eds

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT 

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following request has been received for 
administrative review and approval.

For information about this application or to 
comment, visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call (703) 
746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2014-00107 

1127 King St – Proposed Business:  Mynt 
Medical Massage & Spa

Request for a new Special Use Permit to 
operate a massage establishment; zoned CD/
Commercial Downtown

APPLICANT: Mynt Medical Massage & 
Spa, LLC

PLANNER: Ann Horowitz – ann.horow-
itz@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 of the 
zoning ordinance, the above listed request 
may be approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning.  If you 
have any comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning and Zoning 
staff at 703.746.4666 or email the planner 
listed no later than November 13th, 2014.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL

NOVEMBER - 2014

The items described below will be heard 
by the Planning Commission and the 
City Council on the dates and times 
listed below.  NOTICE:  Some of the 
items listed below may be placed on a 
consent calendar.  A consent item will be 
approved at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone asks 
that it be taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately.  The Planning 
Commission reserves the right to recess 
and continue the public hearing to a future 
date.   For further information call the 
Department of Planning and Zoning on 
703-746-4666 or visit www.alexandriava.
gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2014
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2014
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

The Planning Commission will hold a 
work session to provide an update on the 
community process, plan principles, and 
illustrative plan for the Oakville Triangle 
site on November 6, 2014 at 6:00pm in the 
City Hall Council Work Room, 301 King 
Street.  

Encroachment #2014-0004
906 First Street (Parcel Address:  902 First 
Street) – Old Town Commons
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for an encroachment into the public 
right-of-way; zoned CDD #16/Coordinated 
Development District #16.  Applicant:  
James Bland Housing V Limited Partnership 
represented by Lianne Childress, attorney

Special Use Permit #2014-0106
442 North Henry Street and 1106 Oronoco 
Street – Liberty Gas Station
Public hearing and consideration of an 
amendment to an existing Special Use 

Permit for an automobile service station to 
extend the hours of operation; zoned CSL/
Commercial Service Low.  Applicant:  
442 North Henry Inc.  [This request was 
originally proposed as part of SUP#2014-
0073, was deferred at the October 7, 2014 
Planning Commission hearing, and is now 
being heard as SUP #2014-0106.]

Special Use Permit #2014-0075
410 East Glebe Road (Parcel Address:  408 
East Glebe Road) and 3006 Jefferson Davis 
Highway
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a convenience store; 
zoned CSL/Commercial Service Low.  
Applicant:  All In Be One Inc. by Eneye 
Yigzaw  [This case was deferred at the 
October 7, 2014 Planning Commission 
hearing.]

Special Use Permit #2014-0084
100-120 East Windsor Avenue – Del Ray 
Montessori 
Public hearing and  consideration of a 
request to amend previously approved 
Special Use Permit #2013-0007 to increase 
enrollment at an existing private academic 
school and day care center to add accessory 
parent-child classes and with a parking 
reduction; zoned R-2-5/Residential Single-
and-Two-Family Zone.  Applicant:  Del 
Ray Montessori by Sarah Fondriest

Special Use Permit #2014-0085
1309 King Street – Greenleaf Juicing 
Company
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a restaurant (pressed 
juice establishment); zoned KR/King Street 
Retail.  Applicant:  Greenleaf Juicing 
Company represented by Annette Antonelli

Special Use Permit #2014-0086
2016 Mount Vernon Avenue (Parcel 
Address:  2010 Mount Vernon Avenue) – 
Bon Vivant
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to amend previously approved 
Special Use Permit #2014-0072 to allow 
a full restaurant menu, live entertainment, 
and on-premises alcohol at an existing 
coffee shop restaurant; zoned CL/
Commercial Low. Applicant:  Seva Café 
LLC

Special Use Permit #2014-0087
424 North Fayette Street (Parcel Address:  
426 North Fayette Street)
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request for a parking reduction at a 
residential site; zoned RB/Residential 
Townhouse.  Applicant:  424 N Fayette 
LLC represented by Oy Bill Lieu

Special Use Permit #2014-0091
201 Cambridge Road – Bishop Ireton High 
School Sign
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for a school sign; zoned R-8/
Single-Family Zone and RC/High Density 
Apartment Zone.  Applicant:  Bishop 
Ireton High School represented by Dr. 
Thomas J. Curry

Development Special Use Permit #2014-
0002
5651 Rayburn Avenue – John Adams 
Elementary Parking Lot Expansion
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for a development special use 
permit and site plan, with a modifi cation, 
to expand an existing parking lot with 
parking spaces in excess of the zoning 
ordinance requirement for a school; zoned 
R-12/Residential (Alexandria West Small 
Area Plan).  Applicant: Alexandria City 
Public Schools represented by Kevin Van 
Hise, attorney [This item was deferred at 
the June 3, 2014; September 4, 2014; and 
October 7, 2014 Planning Commission 
public hearings.]

Rezoning #2014-0004
Development Special Use Permit #2014-
0008
Transportation Management Plan Special 
Use Permit #2014-0063
1323 Wilkes Street and 421 South Payne 
Street – West-Parc Townhomes
Public hearing and consideration of 
requests for: (A) an amendment to the 
offi cial zoning map to change the zone 
from RB to CRMU-L with proffer; (B) a 
development special use permit and site 
plan, with modifi cations, to construct 22 
townhouse units including a special use 
permit for an increase in Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR) per section 5-105(C) of the Zoning 
Ordinance; and (C) A special use permit for 
a transportation management plan; zoned 

RB/Townhouse. (Southwest Quadrant 
Small Area Plan) Applicant: CIA-Wilkes 
Street LLC represented by M. Catharine 
Puskar, attorney [This item was deferred at 
the October 7, 2014 Planning Commission 
hearing and the public hearing is closed.]

Rezoning #2014-0006
Development Special Use Permit #2014-
0004
Transportation Management Plan Special 
Use Permit #2014-0083
100 South Pickett Street – Pickett’s Place 
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for: (A) an amendment to the 
offi cial zoning map to amend a proffer; (B) 
a development special use permit and site 
plan, with modifi cations, for an increase 
in Floor Area Ratio (FAR) to construct 
residential buildings; (C) a special use 
permit for a parking reduction; and (D) 
a special use permit for a transportation 
management plan; zoned CRMU/M/
Commercial Residential Mixed-Use/
Medium (Landmark/Van Dorn Small Area 
Plan)  Applicant: CIA-Pickett Street LLC 
represented by Duncan Blair, attorney

Master Plan Amendment #2014-0009
Coordinated Development District #2014-
0004 
Stage I Development Special Use Permit 
#2014-0027
315 & 301 Stovall Street, 312 & 314 Taylor 
Drive – Hoffman Block 2
Public hearing and consideration of 
requests for:  a) an amendment to the 
Eisenhower East Small Area Plan to 
transfer fl oor area from Hoffman Blocks 
4 and 9 to Block 2 in Coordinated 
Development District #2 and to increase 
building height; b) an amendment to 
the Coordinated Development District 
#2005-0002 to transfer fl oor area from 
Blocks 4 and 9 to Block 2, parking spaces 
from Block 4 to Block 2, and to increase 

building height; and c) an amendment to 
previously approved Stage 1 Development 
Special Use Permit #2005-0031 through 
0035 for an offi ce building on Block 2; 
zoned CDD #2/Coordinated Development 
District #2.   Applicant:  Hoffman Family 
LLC represented by Mike Perine, attorney

Development Special Use Permit #2014-
0038
1701 Duke Street – Edmonson Plaza 
Amendment
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for an amendment to Development 
Special Use Permit #2011-0005 to enable 
realty offi ces as a retail use; zoned OCH/
Offi ce Commercial High
Applicant: 1701 Duke Street, LLC 
represented by Kenneth Wire, attorney

THE FOLLOWING WILL BE HEARD 
BY PLANNING COMMISSION ONLY 
(AND BY CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON 
APPEAL).

Subdivision #2014-0013
200 & 212 Lloyd’s Lane
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to re-subdivide two existing lots 
into three new lots; zoned R-12/Residential.  
Applicant:  David M. Phillips, Jr. and 
Nancy E. Phillips represented by Duncan 
Blair, attorney

Development Site Plan #2014-0030
5001 Eisenhower Avenue – Victory Center 
Development Site Plan Amendment
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to amend previously approved 
Development Site Plan #2013-0015 to 
convert up to 10,000 square feet of offi ce 
space to retail space; zoned OCM(100)/
Offi ce Commercial Medium.  Applicant:  
Eisenhower Real Estate Holdings LLC 
represented by Kenneth Wire, attorney
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Celebrating 19 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

703.960.5858
jprice@mcenearney.com
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Janet Caterson Price
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

®

Zoned CD (Commercial Downtown) this stunning 
brick townhouse was built in the late 1800’s and 

pristinely restored throughout. With 2,352 square 
feet this elegant building could be home to any 
number of commercial and business endeavors - 

OR as an elegant residence. Offered at $1,299,000.

Janet Price 703.960.5858 &  

JUMP IN – THE WATER’S FINE!

 

10 Minutes South of Old Town 
Offered at $2,699,000

UNDER 

CONTRACT

Charming update on a flat lot among multi-million dollar homes. 4 
bedrooms and 2 baths - MOVE-IN READY! Offered at $749,000.

OPEN

10
/2

6, 2
-4

FOR 

SA
LE

5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths and garage on a level lot at the top of the hill. 
Offered at $3,900/mo.

FOR 

RENT
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