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Dominion hints at its 
favored power line routes
Work group prepares to make 
recommendations to city council

BY ERICH WAGNER

Representatives with Dominion 
Virginia Power broke their silence 
about which routes they are most 
closely considering for a proposed 
230-kilovolt transmission line from 
Arlington County through Alexan-
dria.

Since announcing the propos-
al, which would run a power line 
from Dominion’s substation on South 
Glebe Road in Arlington to a Pep-
co substation at the site of the closed 

GenOn power plant in Alexandria, 
over the summer, the utility has re-
fused to identify any preferred routes, 
despite highlighting nine possibilities. 
Dominion has said it will need an ad-
ditional transmission line to prevent 
overloads on the Northern Virginia 
power grid.

But utility offi cials shed light on 
engineers’ current thinking last week 
at a meeting of the resident-led city 
work group tasked with evaluating 
Dominion’s proposal. Greg Baka, a 
siting and permitting specialist at the 
company, identifi ed three of the most 
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Despite new information from Dominion Virginia Power about its plan to run a ma-
jor power line from Arlington County to a substation at the site of the closed GenOn 
power plant in Alexandria, members of a resident-led work group tasked with eval-
uating the proposal said a lack of details from the utility laying out the need for the 
project has hampered their efforts to do their due diligence in draft recommenda-
tions to city council.
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Social media helps return 
food truck to local owner
Popped! Republic truck 
found in Prince George’s less 
than 24 hours after theft

BY ERICH WAGNER

Rich Arslan, owner of the local 
food truck business Popped! Repub-
lic, feared the worst when he realized 
his food truck, customized for selling 
gourmet popcorn, had been stolen last 
Friday.

“I’m doing everything I can just to 
keep this thing active right now,” he 
said last week. “That truck is our pri-
mary revenue generator. It’s what put 
us on the map. This could just be a 
huge, huge, huge potential setback.”

But law enforcement offi cials said 
that good Samaritans on social me-
dia — and the mobile eatery’s bright 
orange paint job — led to a swift re-

covery of the vehicle. Prince George’s 
County police recovered the truck 
Friday night along the 3900 block of 
Penn Belt Drive in Forestville, Md.

Arslan said Friday that he spent 
much of the day getting the word out, 
to local news outlets and on social 
media websites like Twitter and Face-
book. And by Friday night, that work 
paid off.

“One of our Twitter followers post-
ed on our account: ‘You know, this 
truck has been parked outside of my job 
all day today,’” he said Monday. “I im-
mediately contacted Alexandria police, 
and they called Prince George’s, who 
had an offi cer respond and actually se-
cured our vehicle with what appears to 
be minor damage at this point.”

Alexandria police spokeswoman 
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Alexandria-based food truck Popped! Republic has been serving residents and work-
ers on the streets of D.C. with gourmet popcorn since 2012. But that tradition was 
threatened briefl y when the company’s bright orange vehicle was stolen Friday.
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Christine Roland Garner
Wishes everyone a 

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Time to give thanks to 
all my friends, neighbors 

and clients for their 
continued support!
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OLD TOWN

$2,200,000

 Historic home fully restored on "Captains Row", 
just 1 block from the river and King Street!

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2 fireplaces, random width 
wood floors and custom built-ins. Roof top deck and 

beautiful garden with patio and Qui pond.

QUAKER RIDGE

$1,195,000

Exquisite  brick colonial with attached 2 car 
garage in convenient location!

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, gas fireplace, Chef's kitchen, 
butler pantry, wet bar and beautifully landscaped 

yard with patio.

DEL RAY

$1,099,000

Beautiful 1920’s home with detached 2 car 
garage blocks to METRO, shops & 

restaurants!
Spacious rooms, 5 bedrooms (4 upper, 1 main), 3 

baths, fireplace (wood), beautiful fenced yard.

POTOMAC GREENS

$949,000

Luxury townhouse 
with attached 2 car 
garage in desirable 
Potomac Greens!

3 bedrooms, 3.55 
baths, 4 finished levels, 

10' ceilings with 
generous moldings, 
open floor plan, 2 

sided fireplace and a 
rooftop terrace.

SHERWOOD FOREST

$549,000 

Spacious brick home with attached garage and 
large fenced yard with custom cottage!

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2 finished levels, wood burning 
fireplace & wood stove (in cottage) on quiet cul-de-sac.
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Jefferson-Houston hosts U.S. Track and Field team
The U.S. Track and Field 

Association brought the “Run 
Jump Throw” program to Jef-
ferson-Houston School ear-
lier this month, encouraging 
students to pursue an active 
life through basic track and 
fi eld activities.

According to the associ-
ation’s website, the program 
stresses that the three core te-
nets of track and fi eld — run-
ning, jumping and throwing — 
are essential to nearly every 
popular sport as well as great 
ways simply to stay healthy.

“The students, parents, 
community, and staff of Jef-
ferson-Houston were proud 
and honored to host the USA 
Track and Field kick-off 
event,” said Principal Chris-
topher Phillips in a statement. 
“The interaction between the 

athletes and students was re-
markable.”

Among the lessons taught 
during the event were the ne-
cessity of warming up be-

fore and cooling down after 
a workout as well as proper 
running form, amongst others. 

- Erich Wagner
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Students at Jefferson-Houston School sprint across the school 
gymnasium as part of the U.S. Track and Field Association’s “Run 
Jump Throw” program earlier this month. The event encouraged 
students to pursue an active life, stressing that these three tenets 
are central to most popular sports.

Local realtor, nonprofit deliver Thanksgiving 
dinner to families across the Port City

The local branch of Keller 
Williams Realty and ALIVE! 
— Alexandrians Involved Ec-
umenically — have teamed 
up to prepare more than 400 
Thanksgiving dinners for city 
families in need.

Today, more than 75 vol-
unteers will deliver the meals 

— 12- to 14-pound turkeys, 
pumpkin pie, rolls, mashed 
potatoes, stuffi ng, green 
beans, corn, yams, cranber-
ries and the like — to hun-
dreds of families who strug-
gle to make ends meet.

Thanks to a donation from 
Senior Services of Alexandria 

and $12,000 in other charita-
ble donations, the group will 
be able to deliver meals to 
435 families for this fourth it-
eration of the annual program 
— an increase from 310 fam-
ilies last year. 

- Erich Wagner

Deputy city manager to leave for Roanoke County
Deputy City Manager 

Thomas C. Gates will resign 
from his position in City Hall 
next month to take up a posi-
tion in Roanoke County, City 
Manager Rashad Young con-
firmed last week.

Gates joined Alexandria 
in 2009 as the assistant city 
manager for management im-
provement. During his ten-
ure, he oversaw the office of 
management and budget, the 
office of performance and 
accountability, the office of 
internal audit, the office of 

communications and pub-
lic information, as well as 
the department of human re-
sources.

Gates has accepted a po-
sition as the Roanoke County 
Administrator.

“I’m proud of the work 
we’ve done to help promote 
accountable and fi scally re-
sponsible government,” Gates 
said in a statement. “I’m ex-
cited to take on a new oppor-
tunity, but I’ll miss the people 
I’ve come to know in Alexan-
dria.”

Young praised Gates’ 
work to improve productivi-
ty throughout the city’s gov-
ernment.

“Tom has helped shepherd 
some of the City’s most im-
portant initiatives over the 
last five years,” he said. “His 
work to improve the City’s 
budget process, civic engage-
ment, internal operations, 
and communications will pay 
dividends for our organiza-
tion for years to come.” 

- Erich Wagner
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* Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

Source: raidsonline.com

The following incidents occurred between November 19 and November 24.
POLICE BEAT

23 7 17THEFTS DRUG 
CRIMES ASSAULTS

3 3 2
VEHICLE 
THEFTS ROBBERIES SEXUAL 

OFFENSES

7 3BURGLARY AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS

CRIME

S O L S T I C E

MASSAGE

311 N. Washington Street
Lower Right

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

301.915.4590

Hours: M-Sat 9am- 8pm

OFFER ING

Swedish Deep Tissue Massage

State police offer safety tips for holiday weekend
With the biggest shopping 

weekend just around the cor-
ner, officials with the Virgin-
ia State Police’s Insurance 
Fraud and Help Eliminate 
Auto Theft programs have 
offered a number of tips to 
keep residents safe as they 
enjoy Thanksgiving and 
Black Friday.

Whether shopping or 
travelling, always turn off 
and lock your car and take 
your keys with you — and 
don’t leave a spare key any-
where in your vehicle. Al-
ways park in a well-lighted 
parking area or lot, because 
dark secluded areas make 
unattended vehicles an easy 
target for thieves, and al-

ways approach your cars 
with keys in hand.

Residents are also encour-
aged to hide any packages or 
valuables in the glove box 
or the trunk. Thieves are on 
the lookout for gifts, phones 
and GPS units that are within 
view, particularly during the 
holiday season.

When driving, be wary of 
those who offer you the right-
of-way in a parking lot. Po-
lice said scammers can set 
you up for an accident, only 
to make your insurance com-
pany foot the bill for repairs 
or injury claims. Similar-
ly, if you tailgate or follow a 
driver too closely, residents 
could set themselves up for a 

“staged crash,” troopers said. 
Troopers encourage res-

idents who have knowledge 
of insurance fraud schemes, 
or those who have fallen vic-
tim of one, to contact the In-
surance Fraud program’s ho-
tline at 1-877-623-7283 or 
www.stampoutfraud.com.

And the Help Eliminate 
Auto Theft program offers 
upwards of $25,000 as a re-
ward for information lead-
ing to an arrest related to auto 
theft. Residents with informa-
tion about stolen vehicles or 
chop shops are encouraged to 
call 1-800-947-4328 or go to 
www.heatreward.com.

- Erich Wagner

Police investigate Seminary Hill bank robbery
Alexandria police are in-

vestigating the November 20 
robbery of a bank in the Sem-
inary Hill neighborhood.

Around 10:45 a.m., a man 
entered the SunTrust Bank 
along the 4600 block of Ken-
more Ave., brandished a black 
handgun and demanded mon-

ey, police said. Once a teller 
handed over some cash, the 
suspect fl ed.

Offi cials said no one was 
hurt in the incident. Police are 
searching for a slim man in 
his late 20s, around 5 feet 11 
inches tall. He wore sunglass-
es, a large orange or burgun-

dy winter coat, black jeans 
and a black knit hat. 

Police asked that anyone 
with information about the 
information call Detective 
Thomas Buckley at 703-746-
6837.

- Erich Wagner
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
Our staff has 
3 generations 
of experience 
to assist you 
in your lamp 
and lamp 
shade needs! 

FIREWORKS ON THE POTOMAC

DECEMBER 31, 2014 

Badge and schedule information at FirstNightAlexandria.org
#FNA20th

 23 indoor venues with live music,
dancing, and family entertainment 

An Old Town New Year’s Eve Party

PLUS afternoon adventures with the 
Sixth Annual Fun Hunt and new creative 
and culinary activities all around town

Don’t miss the area’s largest, safest, 
family-friendly, budget-friendly New 
Year’s Eve celebration! 

Children 12 and under, and active military are FREE

PRESENTING SPONSORS

Off on the right foot
SSSAS starts girls 
basketball season with 
strong win over Maret

BY CHRIS TEALE

Despite losing fi ve players 
from last year’s roster prior 
to their senior year, the girls 
basketball team at St. Ste-
phen’s and St. Agnes entered 
its new season with cautious 
optimism.

The Saints fi nished last 
year with a 6-18 record, 
which included a 1-8 mark 
away from home in the top 
division of the competitive 
Virginia Independent Schools 
Athletic Association. They 
opened their new campaign 
with an away contest with In-
dependent School League ri-
vals Maret, whom they faced 

in their opening game of last 
season and beat 59-40.

Facing the same oppo-
nent at the same venue, St. 
Stephen’s and St. Agnes tri-
umphed again 48-35 to get 
their year underway in the 
best possible fashion.

Sophomore Kelsey Dunn 
led the way with 18 points, 
and hit three three-point-
ers to help the visitors jump 
out to an early lead that they 
would never relinquish. She 
was supported by junior Mary 
Grace Gately, who added 10 
points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds. The Saints also com-
bined for 15 steals as they 
took advantage of sloppy 
ball-handling by the Frogs on 
their home court.

The game was played at a 
frenetic pace, with both teams 

making errors but managing 
to cover a tremendous amount 
of ground up and down the 
court in four breathless quar-
ters of action in D.C. Saints 
head coach Calvin Crenshaw 
believes that was in part due 
to their relative youth as a 
team.

“Part of it is because we 
are very young, we have 
some juniors but for the most 
part we have some sopho-
mores and a couple of fresh-
men,” Crenshaw said. “You 
have to expect that when you 
have a young team.”

Dunn’s fi rst three-point-
er opened the Saints’ account 
in the start of the fi rst quarter, 
and they kept up the momen-
tum through streaking out to a 

COURTESY PHOTO 

Pictured here in a game last season, sophomore guard Kelsey Dunn scored 18 points and went 3-for-
8 from three-point range as St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes beat Maret 48-35 in their opening game of 
the season.

SEE SAINTS | 7
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INDOOR STORAGE – DEL RAY

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

13-6 lead after the fi rst quar-
ter, managing to prevent their 
opponents from making many 
shots in front of a strong 
home support. 

At halftime, the visitors 
were up 28-12, their advan-
tage never dropping below 
seven points throughout the 
fi rst two periods.

The frantic pace kept up 
through the second half, but 
Maret made some progress 
in the third quarter as they 
closed the gap, scoring 12 
points to St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes’ eight, with the hosts 
led by the impressive duo 
Kate Tank and Paris Rowe, 
both of whom gathered their 
fair share of rebounds and 
managed to log points as well.

However, the revival 
would not last, as the Saints 
again pulled away in the 
fourth quarter, an impres-

sive showing against a talent-
ed Frogs team that belied the 
fact that they had only been 
practising together for two 
weeks prior to their season 
opener.

“I thought it was pret-
ty good considering we’ve 
only been practicing for two 
weeks,” Crenshaw said. “I 
thought, of course we’re go-
ing to make some small mis-
takes, but we were able to 
capitalise on their mistakes 
and we ended up victorious.

“So far they’re doing well, 
I think the kids are playing 
well together. They’re do-
ing some great things; we’re 
looking for each other on the 
court and off the court, so I’m 
looking forward to seeing 
how successful we can be lat-
er in the season.”

The Saints have a tough 
schedule ahead of them in 
VISAA, starting after the 
Thanksgiving break with an-
other away game at Wood-

son High School in Fairfax. 
But having come through this 
opening test unscathed and 
having played with great in-
tensity, Crenshaw feels his 
players can cope with what-
ever challenges they face.

“Right now we have a few 
injuries and a few players 
who didn’t come in, but that’s 
really going to be the tempo 
that we play at, it’s not just to 
assert ourselves but we’re re-
ally going to have to play at 
that tempo,” he said. “We’re 
kind of small, we don’t have 
any real big post players, so 
we’re going to have to turn 
the tempo up a little bit.”

Coming off a losing sea-
son, Crenshaw did not state 
any aims in terms of an over-
all win-loss record, but said he 
wants his side to “to play hard 
and take every challenge.” 
Against Maret, the Saints did 
just that, and it should stand 
them in good stead for the rest 
of their campaign. 

COURTESY PHOTO 

Junior Mary Grace Gately, pictured in a game last season, scored 10 points and grabbed 10 rebounds 
to help St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes beat Maret 48-35 in their fi rst game of the new season.

SAINTS 
FROM | 6
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Men’s & Women’s 
Champion Cotton 
Fleece 
Ticket $19.99–$24.99

SEE OUR INSERT AND GET COUPONS IN TODAY’S PAPER.

50%
OFF
TICKETED PRICE

MOST STORES OPEN:*
Thursday, November 27 6PM

Friday, November 28 6AM

NOVEMBER

27
Nite Owl Deals
THURSDAY

*Visit MODELLS.com for a full listing of 
holiday store hours and to shop all the great deals

NOW

9999

SAVE $40 LIMIT 4 PER CUSTOMERLIMIT 4 PAIRS CUSTOMER

Men’s Smith’s 
Lined Cargo, 
Carpenter, 
5-Pocket 
Chinos or Jeans
Reg. $24.99

$15
NOW

LIMIT 4 PER CUSTOMER

THURS
ONLY

6PM-1AM

6” Classic
Men’s waterproof boot 
Reg. $139.99
Styles #18094 & #19039

Advertise your business or service. Contact Kristen Essex at kessex@alextimes.com

FOOD TRUCK 
FROM | 1

Crystal Nosal said the high 
profi le of the truck, and Ar-
slan’s efforts, defi nitely con-
tributed to the vehicle’s quick 
recovery.

“It’s the power of so-
cial media, and the fact it’s 
a bright orange truck,” No-
sal said.

Arslan was thankful that 
the vehicle was found be-
fore the thief could do seri-
ous damage to it, or take it to 
a chop shop.

“It feels fantastic,” he 
said. “It’s a great feeling to 
know that our truck has been 
found with minimal damage. 
We won’t have to build from 
scratch by locating anoth-
er truck and have an entire-
ly new customization process 
take place, which could easily 
take six to eight weeks.”

Popped! Republic hopes to 
get back on the streets of D.C. 
by the fi rst week of Decem-
ber. Arslan was on his way 
to Prince George’s County 
Monday morning to retrieve 
his cherished food truck and 
planned to get it to a shop for 

minor repairs in short order.
“We’ll be doing a walk-

through with the insurance 
company to assess the dam-
age and determine what work 
needs to be done,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of popcorn fanat-
ics that rely on our popcorn to 
make it through the workday.”

And he’ll continue to keep 
his online followers apprised 
of the truck’s rehabilitation.

“I’ll continue to docu-
ment the whole process and 
I’ll be posting in Facebook 
and Twitter as we go through 
the stages to get back on the 
street,” Arslan said. “Once 
we get over this little hurdle 
and get back on our two feet, 
we’re planning to do an of-
fi cial ‘Thank you’ out on the 
streets of D.C. with all of our 
fans who assisted in keeping 
us trending while the truck 
was missing … We’ll offer a 
free small bag of popcorn just 
to say thank you.” 

In the meantime, Ar-
slan said anyone jonesing 
for some high-quality pop-
corn can stop by Popped! Re-
public’s retail location along 
South Dove Street in the Port 
City to pick up a bag.

FILE PHOTO 

Popped! Republic owner Rich Arslan said a strong presence on so-
cial media helped police locate his food truck in Prince George’s 
County Friday night, less than 24 hours after it was stolen. The ve-
hicle only sustained minor damage and Arslan hopes his business 
will be back up and running by the fi rst week of December.
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Thursday, December 4th

promising options.
“Generally speaking, and 

in no particular order, some 
routes have sort of risen to the 
top with the work we’ve been 
doing,” Baka said. “The CSX, 
[George Washington Park-
way] and Potomac Avenue 
routes, those three contin-
ue to have a number of pos-
itive considerations. There 
are some drawbacks with any 
of the alternatives, but those 
three have risen to the top of 
the list.”

Those three routes make 
up most of the routes iden-
tifi ed by the work group as 
“least objectionable” for the 
city, although members have 
categorized the Potomac Av-
enue option as a “distant” 
fourth choice.

In October, Dominion an-
nounced it would delay fi ling 
its application to state regula-
tors until January, in light of 
an impending forecast on re-
gional energy demand from 
grid operator PJM. Baka said 
if load projections come in 
lower than originally antic-
ipated, Dominion may look 
more favorably on time-con-
suming alignments, like the 
George Washington Parkway.

“One of my concerns that 
was echoed previously was 
the lengthy time to resolve 
the [National Environmen-
tal Policy Act approval] pro-
cess needed for the parkway,” 
he said. “A delay [in load in-
creases] could be very help-
ful with that, so we are anx-
ious to see how the numbers 
are slightly adjusted.”

City Councilor Tim 
Lovain said the news from 
Dominion was encourag-
ing, especially since many 
residents and officials were 
concerned the utility sim-
ply would pick the recently 
repaved U.S. Route 1 as the 
most expeditious route.

“That’s a relief, but I hope 
they fi nd a way to discard the 
Potomac Avenue route, be-
cause that would be very dis-
ruptive as well,” he said. “I’ve 

always felt that the CSX rail 
right of way would be ideal, 
so I’m happy that Route 1 ap-
pears to be off the table. It’s 
at least partially good news.”

The work group also un-
veiled a draft of its recom-
mendations to city council. 
Although members seemed 
encouraged by Dominion’s 
report, the document high-
lights the group’s diffi culty 
in working with the utility on 
the issue.

“To date, the city and the 
working group have yet to re-
ceive from PJM, Dominion 
and Pepco, detailed techni-
cal information necessary to 
evaluate the need for the proj-
ect and/or whether the project 
will actually and effectively 
address reliability issues re-
lated to Dominion’s assertion 
that it will serve Alexandria’s 
increased electrical demand,” 
members wrote. “[Although] 
Dominion has participated in 
every meeting of the working 
group, it has not yet provided 
any substantive information 
that the working group or the 

community requested.”
That, coupled with the 

short time frame given to the 
city to evaluate the utility’s 
proposal has made decision-
making particularly diffi cult, 
the group said.

“The working group has 
struggled within the short 
time frame mandated by Do-
minion to gain technical 
knowledge to assess the com-
plex issues related to the proj-
ect,” members wrote. “While 
Dominion has represent-
ed that additional informa-
tion will be available after it 
has fi led its application with 
the [State Corporation Com-
mission], its failure to pro-
vide information before fi ling 
leaves the working group and 
the city few innovative so-
lutions to consider in such a 
short time frame.” 

The group’s next meet-
ing is tentatively scheduled 
for December 11, depending 
on whether new information 
comes out of two PJM-host-
ed meetings regarding its load 
projection forecast.

DOMINION 
FROM | 1

FILE IMAGE

Although offi cials with Dominion Virginia Power have stayed mum 
for months about which of the nine proposed routes for a 230-ki-
lovolt transmission line through Alexandria they prefer, they shed 
some light on their thinking last week. The utility said they recent-
ly have favored the CSX, George Washington Parkway and Potomac 
Avenue routes as they prepare their application to state regulators.
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Who’s the best? 
“Bad Jews” funny yet 
thought provoking 
at Studio Theatre

BY JORDAN WRIGHT

If you fi nd the title “Bad 
Jews” off-putting, that’s pre-
cisely what playwright Josh-
ua Harmon is aiming for. Go 
ahead. Feel uncomfortable. 
But you’ll laugh your head 
off while you’re squirming in 
your seat.

Three college-age cous-
ins are gathered in the Man-
hattan apartment of Liam and 
Jonah for the funeral of their 
grandfather, Poppy. In this 
funny-cause-it’s-true come-
dy they debate, denigrate and 
question each other over who 
has the right to have Pop-
py’s “chai,” a chain on which 
hangs the Jewish symbol for 
life. 

Which one of them is most 
deserving of its ownership? 
Which one of them is more 
Jewish? Who is the True Be-
liever? Each offers a salient 

argument to the age-old ques-
tion.

Daphna (Irene Sofi a Lu-
cio), a young woman with 
plans to take up rabbinical 
studies in Jaifa and later en-
list in the Israeli Army, thinks 
she should have it since she is 
the most religious and insists 
her cousins respect the sacri-
fi ces that Poppy made to safe-
guard it during his internment 
in a concentration camp.

Jonah (Joe Paulik) is in-
sistent that, by tradition, it 
should go to the eldest son 
— especially since he wants 
to gift it to his WASP girl-
friend Melody (Maggie Er-
win) as a symbol of his love, 
in the same way their grand-
father presented it to their 
grandmother upon their en-
gagement.

Liam (Alex Mandell), Jo-
nah’s brother and a video 
game addict, is non-commit-
tal, determined to stay out of 
the fray while all hell breaks 
loose around him. He calls 
himself a “Bad Jew” for eat-
ing cookies on Passover and 
considers himself an athe-
ist, leaving the debate to Jo-
nah and Daphna, whom Jonah 
angrily refers to as “the Super 
Jew” for wanting to observe 
the most Orthodox interpreta-
tion of Jewish tradition.

There is so much vitri-
ol flying around for the sake 
of determining the “best” Jew 
that the audience literally 
gasped and groaned in shock 
— not only because of the 
meanness demonstrated by 
Daphna and Liam but also the 
brutal honesty on issues that 

can be ignored, hotly debated 
or even fervently embraced.

There is nothing facile in 
here. It is riveting and hilari-
ous in its presentation and the 
actors do a bang-up job inter-
preting their roles. 

Director Serge Seiden has 
a fi rm grip on the action, set-
ting the characters in constant 
motion and keeping the pace 
locked and loaded for the 
next brawling barb. 

“Bad Jews” is honest and 
thought-provoking, hilarious 
and ripe for discussion.

“Bad Jews” runs through 
December 21 at Studio 

Theatre, 1501 14th St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20005. For 
tickets and information call 
202-332-3300 or visit www.

studiotheatre.org.

PHOTO/TEDDY WOLFF 

Irene Sofi a Lucio and Alex Mandell portray two of the three rival 
cousins at the heart of Studio Theatre’s production of “Bad Jews.” 
While all three ostensibly are vying for their grandfather’s keep-
sake, Liam (Mandell) wants to stay out of the confl ict, while Daph-
na (Lucio) insists her strict observance of Judaism makes her the 
rightful heir.

PHOTO/TEDDY WOLFF 

While the title “Bad Jews” may seem in poor taste, that is the intention. The play is incisive and hilarious, and succeeds both as a com-
edy and a cause for introspection.

SCENE AROUND TOWN
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A Christmas Carol     12/5 - 12/20

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria   |   703-683-0496  
WWW.THELITTLETHEATRE .COM

The Little Theatre of Alexandria rings in 
the holiday season with a return of the 
classic by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer 
Scrooge, a miserly Victorian humbug, 
travels with ghostly guides through 
Christmas past, present, and future to 
find the true meaning of the holidays. 
Complete with special effects, Victorian 
carols, and Tiny Tim, A Christmas Carol is 
a must for the entire family.

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email 
events@alextimes.com. 

Each Monday
TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler 
(walkers through 36 months) have 
fun in Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s 
historic ballroom. Playtime features 
a craft table, book corner, toys, as 
well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
www.gadsbystavern.org

Now to November 26
FALL COAT DRIVE The Fund for 
Alexandria’s Child invites the public 
to help children in foster care or at 
risk of abuse or neglect keep warm 
this winter. Donations of coats, 
hats, scarves, and gloves all are 
welcome.
Time: All day
Location: Alexandria Department 
of Community and Human Ser-
vices, Attn: Community Resources 
Program, 2525 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-746-5663 or 
thefundforalexchild@alexandriava.
gov

Now to December 1
REVISITING THE PAST Photog-
rapher Michelle Rogers blurs the 
line between past and present by 
coupling images of vintage post-
cards with her own photographs. 
She brings out otherwise subtle 
similarities, even though each 
image is from a different time and 
place.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to 
Saturday, open until 9 p.m. Thurs-
days, noon to 6 p.m. Sundays
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-683-1780 or 
www.thartleague.org

November 26-December 28
“A BROADWAY CHRISTMAS 
CAROL” Created by Kathy 
Feininger and directed by Michael 
Sharp, this MetroStage holiday 
tradition is a delicious cross 
between the classic Dickens’ tale 
and uproarious song parodies of 33 
Broadway show tune favorites by 
Rodgers and Hammerstein, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, Stephen Sondheim 
and many more.
Time: 8 p.m. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays; 8 p.m. Fridays; 3 and 
8 p.m. Saturdays; 3 and 7 p.m. 
Sundays

Location: MetroStage, 1201 N. 
Royal St.
Information: 703-548-9044

November 27
THANKSGIVING LUNCH 
CRUISE Enjoy a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal on a leisurely 
two and a half hour lunch cruise 
viewing the monuments of D.C., ac-
companied by live music. Reserva-
tions required, admission is $70.
Time: Board at 11:30 a.m., sailing 
noon to 2 p.m.
Location: 1 Prince St.
Information: 703-683-6076, 
dandy@dandydinnerboat.com or 
www.dandydinnerboat.com

November 28
ALEXANDRIA TREE LIGHTING 
CEREMONY The annual lighting 
of the city’s Christmas tree, featur-
ing musical performances and an 
appearance from Santa.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 
King St.
Information: 703-746-4343

November 28-January 6
CHRISTMAS AT MOUNT 
VERNON Celebrate Christmas at 
Mount Vernon with themed decora-
tions, 12 Christmas trees and 
historical chocolate-making. Tour 
the rarely open third floor of the 
mansion and learn how the Wash-
ingtons celebrated Christmas.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial 
Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, 
info@mountvernon.org or www.
mountvernon.org

November 29
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 
Support local, small businesses 
this holiday season by shopping at 
Old Town Farmers’ Market.

Time: 7 a.m. to noon
Location: Market Square, 301 
King St.
Information: 703-746-3030 
or www.visitalexandriava.com/
events/Small-Business-Satur-
day/7228

November 29-December 21
MOUNT VERNON BY CANDLE-
LIGHT Join “Mrs. Washington” as 
she hosts an evening of candlelight 
tours, fireside caroling and festive 
treats. Timed tickets are $22 for 
adults and $15 for children aged 11 
and under. Tickets available at the 
Ford Orientation Center or online.
Time: Each weekend, 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial 
Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, 
info@mountvernon.org or www.
mountvernon.org

November 30
ECLIPSE CHAMBER RECITAL 
A chamber recital of Music for 
Woodwinds by Theresa Cigan and 
Paul Cigan on clarinet.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-637-2770 or 
www.eclipseco.org

KIRKIN OF THE TARTAN 
Celebrate St. Andrew’s Day with a 
Kirkin of the Tartan and Evening 
Prayer service. The service will in-
clude a blessing of Scottish tartans, 
a bagpiper and Scottish music, and 
will be followed by a reception with 
Scottish foods and beverages.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: St. Andrew & St. Mar-
garet of Scotland Anglican Church, 
402 E. Monroe Ave.
Information: 703-683-3343 or 
www.standrewandstmargaret.org

SEE CALENDAR | 14

SHOP AROUND THE CORNER

Buy One,
Get One

All Jewelry

915 King Street    Old Town
             703-684-1435

Friday & Saturday
November 28  & 29
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stonewall kitchen
The holidays are here and we’d love to help you 

stock up for your entertaining and gift giving needs!

Please present this coupon to receive 15% off your purchase.  
Offer valid at Stonewall Kitchen National Harbor Company Store location only.  
Offer excludes purchase of gift cards, Specialty Food Club, expedited orders and  
delivery surcharges. Cannot be combined with any other offers. No cash value.  
Not valid on prior purchases. Not valid online. Coupon must be surrendered  
at time of redemption. Offer expires end of business day, December 7, 2014. 

POS Instructions | Discount Type Promo | Coupon Code Holiday14

national harbor company store 
170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902

stonewallkitchen.com | Like us on Facebook 

Bring this coupon in now through December 7th and ...

Save 15% Off Your Purchase!

FR

SA

F

   

BLACK FRIDAY spe

a

703-548-0001

All-day Happy Hour!  
$5 wine, $2.50 drafts,

Burger-and-a-Beer for $10,
and our happy hour menu all day,

including peel and eat shrimp!
Avoid the malls; come sit by the river

and escape for the day.
Available November 28th Only
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B L ACK 
FRIDAY
Specials

915 King Street    Old Town
             703-684-1435

Thanksgiving Weekend
RIDAY
  Open 8:00 am - 9:00 pm

20% OFF entire store 8-10:00 am

ATURDAY
  Open 10:00 am - 9:00 pm

RIDAY & SATURDAY
Buy One, Get One 50% OFF

  all Jewelry

 210 N. Lee Street Alexandria, VA 22314
703-299-0145 . www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com   

TCHOUPITOULAS
Fine Furnishings and Interior Design

“Tradition with a twist”

25% OFF 25% OFF all 
Holiday Decor 
on Black Friday 

Monday - Friday 
10am - 6pm

Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 12pm - 5pm

Sarah Mattingly Photography, LLC

Active Duty and Retired US military Always receive an additional 10% off every sale.

ecials

The Holidays are fast 
approaching! To advertise 
in the Alexandria Times 

Holiday Gift Guide
contact 703-739-0001 

or sales@alextimes.com

 PLUS, 4 More 
Burgers FREE!

Call 1-800-989-2491 ask for 49377WVL 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/mb49

Limit 2. 4 (4 oz.) burgers must ship with #49377. Standard S&H 
added. Expires 12/31/14. ©2014 OCG | 411B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

The Favorite Gift

         

2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 Stuff ed Baked Potatoes
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets
49377WVL  Reg. $164.00 Now Only...

$4999
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brochure, “Alexandria’s Historic 
Breweries: A Walking Tour & Pub 
Guide.”
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Morrison House Hotel, 
116 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4399

December 3
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH 
FIRST AID TRAINING (2 OF 
2) The second of two sessions in 
which people can learn how to give 
initial help to someone showing 
signs of a mental illness or mental 
health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, don-
ielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

LECTURE: TIDINGS OF COM-
FORT AND JOY Dan Gifford, an 
adjunct faculty member of the his-
tory department at George Mason 
University, gives a presentation 
called “Tidings of Comfort and Joy: 

Christmas Postcards and their Sur-
prising Contexts” about the origins 
of some famous seasonal scenes. 
Admission is $5, tickets available 
at the door.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or 
jim.mackay@alexandriava.gov

December 5-21
TOY DRIVE Support families in 
need with Volunteer Alexandria in 
partnership with the Alexandria 
City Department of Community and 
Human Services and Hunger Free 
Alexandria by volunteering and 
donating food and toys.
Time: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily
Location: John Carlyle Square, 
300 John Carlyle St.
Information: alexandriaholi-
daymarket@gmail.com or www.
alexandriaholidaymarket.com

December 5-24
ALEXANDRIA HOLIDAY MAR-
KET Vendors from across the 

CALENDAR 
FROM | 11

HOLIDAY specials

region come together for a tasteful 
event that gives the feeling of 
a unique European Christmas 
celebration. Food, beverages and 
merchandise will be available.
Time: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 
John Carlyle St.
Information: 703-624-0245 or 
info@sandbevents.com

DEL RAY ARTISANS HOLIDAY 
MARKET Del Ray Artisans’ 19th 
Annual Holiday Market features 
handcrafted work from local art-
ists and handmade ornaments 
to benefit Del Ray Artisans; plus 
a Bake Sale to benefit Alexandria 
Tutoring Consortium.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday; noon to 4 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-838-4827, 
holidaymarket@thedelrayartisans.
org or www.thedelrayartisans.org

December 5
TASTE OF SCOTLAND Attended 
by nearly 500 guests annually, 
this event features a Scotch tast-
ing menu including a variety of 
Scotches direct from Scotland 
distilleries, Scottish ale sam-
pling, beer, wine, and light fare. A 
seminar teaches the finer points 
of enjoying Scotch, while there is 
also a special Patrons Hour with 
rare, top-shelf Scotch and passed 
hors d’oeuvres. Tickets available 
online.
Time: 6:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan 
Drive
Information: 703-549-0111 or 
www.campagnacenter.org

December 6
SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS WALK 
PARADE The 44th annual 
Scottish Christmas Walk Parade 
through Alexandria, featuring 
clans, bagpipes and other city 
organizations.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: King, Royal and Fairfax 
streets
Information: 703-549-0111

ORNAMENT DECORATING 
WORKSHOP Decorate a take-
home artifact-shaped dough 
ornament inspired by colors and 
patterns from the City’s finest 
collection of 18th and 19th cen-
tury excavated artifacts.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeol-
ogy Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

DEL RAY CELEBRATION 
OF THE HOLIDAYS Sing 
Christmas carols and enjoy an 
opportunity to have your photo 
taken with Santa Claus in Del 
Ray’s holiday festival.

Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: 703-258-4516 or 
pmiller1806@comcast.net

HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE OF 
LIGHTS At sunset, Alexandria’s 
harbor lights up as more than 
50 illuminated boats cruise the 
Potomac River at the historic 
waterfront, led by Alexandria’s 
fireboat Vigilant and Washing-
ton, D.C.’s fireboat John Glenn.
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Waterfront
Information: 703-746-3301

December 7
FIRST-PERSON WORKSHOP 
A four-part workshop on how to 
research and develop a char-
acter, select appropriate period 
clothes and practice in charac-
ter. There also is the opportunity 
to step on stage during Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum’s 2014 Candle-
light Tour Program. Cost is $40 
for the series, $12 per class as 
space allows; tickets must be 
purchased in advance.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
www.gadsbystavern.org

WASHINGTON METROPOLI-
TAN PHILHARMONIC HOLI-
DAY CONCERT Performances 
of Gustav Holst’s Christmas Day 
with the NOVA Community Cho-
rus, Ralph Vaughan-Williams’ 
Five Mystical Songs with the 
NOVA Community Chorus, Alfred 
Schnittke’s Concerto for Piano 
and Strings with pianist Lydia 
Frumkin and Songs for the Holi-
days by soprano Laura Mann. 
The NOVA Community Chorus 
and soprano Laura Mann, round 
out the concert with an array of 
traditional and contemporary 
holiday music.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Washington Met-
ropolitan Philharmonic Asso-
ciation, Convergence, 1801 N. 
Quaker Lane
Information: 703-799-8229, 
wmpa@earthlink.net or www.
wmpamusic.org

December 13
HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 
CANDLELIGHT TOURS Tour 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
Carlyle House and Lee-Fendall 
House by candlelight while 
enjoying seasonal decora-
tions, entertainment and light 
refreshments including historic 
chocolate.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, 
gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.
gov or www.gadsbystavern.org

December 1
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH 
FIRST AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) 
The first of two sessions in which 
people can learn how to give initial 
help to someone showing signs of 
a mental illness or mental health 
crisis. Registration is free with 
space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, don-
ielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

December 2
ALEXANDRIA’S HISTORIC 
BREWERIES Learn more about 
Alexandria’s rich beer past with 
Garrett Peck, author of, “Capital 
Beer: A Heady History of Brew-
ing in Washington, D.C.” Peck 
will discuss Alexandria’s brewing 
past, present, and future, and also 
share the amusing and informative 
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

Food for thought
A look at what our 
ancestors had 
on the table

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

Everything looks so deli-
cious.

It all smells great, too, and you 
can’t decide what you like best. 
The meat is done just right, pota-
toes are mashed to perfection, the 
biscuits are to die for. And then 
there’s dessert! But wait, left-
overs. That’s your favorite…

You’ve got a lot on your 
plate this month, in more ways 
than one. And in “The American 
Plate” by Libby H. O’Connell, 
you’ll learn the stories our food 
can tell. 

Imagine inviting a long-ago 
ancestor to dinner this week. 

What he’d fi nd at the ta-
ble might astound him; sure-
ly, there’d be some dishes he 
wouldn’t even recognize. That’s 
because “remarkable changes in 
ingredients, recipes, and menus 
over the centuries” have altered 
how — and what — we eat.

That ancestor, for instance, 
might have enjoyed dining on 
grilled beavertail. Yum.

Then again, he’d know 
maize (corn, to us) very well. 
Native Americans grew it more 
than 9,000 years ago, and your 
ancestor might have had it in 
his garden, along with beans 
and squash, a farming method 
called the Three Sisters.

If he lived near the East 
Coast, he might have relished 
cod, though your Friday night 
fi sh fry would seem pathetic 
to him. The cod he ate came 
in six-foot long slabs, dried, 
salted, and kept stacked in his 
pantry. He might have added 
cow’s butter, dyed with gold 
fl ower petals, maybe some eel 
on the side, and bon appetit. 

Of course, our ancestors 
had turkey, but they also ate of-
fal (which sounds really awful). 
Those from the Netherlands 
brought doughnuts to the table. 

The British gave us syllabub. 
The Chinese gave us a dish, the 
words of which mean “odds and 
ends,” otherwise known as chop 
suey. Pie was a group effort, 
originating from several differ-
ent cultures.

Food played a role in who 
won the Civil War, when Con-
federate forces nearly starved 
while Union soldiers enjoyed 
a bounty. At the turn of the last 
century, food created the first 
celebrity chefs. It became polit-
icized some 85 years ago, and 
then was frozen, served in front 
of the TV and made fast. 

And what does the future 
hold? Well, pull up a chair. That 
entrée isn’t done yet.

Ask five of your friends 
about their favorite comfort 
foods, and you’ll get five dif-
ferent stories that start out, “My 
mom made the best….”

Chances are that those dish-
es are found somewhere in “The 
American Plate.”

So many things that you will 
eat in the next few weeks are 
in this book, in fact, and there 
is a story behind every one of 
them. Author and historian Lib-
by H. O’Connell fills our minds 
with the things with which we 
fill our bellies, letting us lit-
erarily play with our food. We 

get plenty of aside-dishes, and 
— surprise! — recipes, so you, 
too, can try roast beavertail, syl-
labub, Hangtown Fry, scrapple, 

or Red Cross War Cake.
Historians and cooks will 

obviously love this book, but 
I think it’s also very appropri-

ate for anyone who likes to eat. 
If that’s you, then dig in. You’ll 
devour “The American Plate” 
until there’s nothing left over.

THE BOOKWORM

“The American Plate” by 
Libby H. O’Connell, Ph.D.

c.2014, Sourcebooks
$26.99 / $33.99 Canada

320 pages
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ARE YOU READY FOR THANKSGIVING AND THE UPCOMING HOLIDAYS…? 

Follow Us On

 European Country Living  1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  Tel  (703) 778-4172  Online ShopECL.com

25% All Dining Room Collections
Don’t wait too long…many tables & chairs in stock and ready for delivery

HOME OF THE WEEK

ADVERTORIAL

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

At Home
The heat is on: Fire features warm up the garden
BY MARTY ROSS

There’s nothing like fl ick-
ering fi relight in a garden, and 
modern fi re features make it 
easier than ever to add a gold-
en glow in your own back-
yard.

A warm fi re invites you 
and your guests to linger in 
the garden when the weath-
er is cool. Fancy fi replac-
es, which may stand 10 to 15 
feet tall, are irresistible des-
tinations in themselves: Peo-
ple naturally gather around a 
warm hearth. A cozy fi re pit is 
no less magnetic, but fi re pits 
create the mood of a camp-

fi re. Modern fi re elements — 
torches, fl ares, bowls, dish-
es and fi re sculptures — are 
the cutting edge of a new tra-
dition of decorative and cozy 
fi re features, providing the 
light, atmosphere and warmth 
of fi re.

“Fire is a purifying ele-
ment, and it really does bring 
an essence to a garden,” says 
Sabrena Schweyer, a gar-
den designer in Akron, Ohio. 
Schweyer and her husband, 
Samuel Salsbury, work with 
clients to create gardens that 
are “a sanctuary and a sacred 

PHOTO/SURROUNDS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

Built-in seating and a large marble tabletop defi ne this modern fi re lounge, with gas fl ames dancing 
in a burner built into the center of the table. The proportions are generous, but the design is cozy and 
inviting.SEE GARDEN | 17

At a Glance:
Location: 305 Columbia Road,
Alexandria, VA 22302

Price: $1,499,000

Size: 4,516 square feet

Year Built: 1992

Bedrooms: 4

Bathrooms: 4.5

Contact: Elizabeth Lucchesi, McEnearney
Associates, 703-868-5676, www.lizluke.com

Stunning Colonial home ready for a new owner today
If you were to blink while 

wandering through Jefferson 
Park, you might miss the tiny 
cul de sac of Columbia Road 
where this elegant home is lo-
cated. 

That would be unfortu-
nate, as this Colonial is a 
stunning property and ready 
for someone to move in right 
away. 

The home is ideal for en-
tertaining, whether a more 
formal Thanksgiving dinner 
in the dining room or a casual 

brunch with friends sitting at 
the kitchen island while you 
fl ip pancakes. Recently up-
dated with beautiful custom 
cabinets, this gourmet kitch-
en can handle any event. On 
the second fl oor you will fi nd 
the master bedroom, com-
plete with a vaulted ceiling, 
two walk-in closets and a gor-
geous bathroom. There are 
three other bedrooms on this 
fl oor, including one with an 
attached bath that would be 
perfect for guests. 

The walkout basement 
is an ideal recreation room 
or potential home theater. 
There’s plenty of storage 
space on this level, too. 

Once you’ve stepped 
onto the deck — surround-
ed by tall trees and chirp-
ing birds — you can’t help 
but smile, knowing you’re 
so close to city life but also 
in your own little nature pre-
serve. It’s an easy commute 
to D.C., Arlington and Old 
Town.

PHOTO/DS CREATIVE GROUP

It’s an easy walk to Mount Vernon Avenue from your front door.
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space,” Schweyer says. Fire 
elements, in particular, “can 
be very cleansing,” she says. 
“If there is something you 
need to let go of, people take 
their intentions and put them 
in the fire. Meditating and 
fire are so powerful.”

Easy, low-cost fire pits 
are among the most popular 
fire features with her clients, 
Schweyer says. “People often 
do not want something elab-
orate and built in, and they 
like the versatility of some-
thing that is moveable,” she 
says. In her own backyard, 
she and her husband have a 
two-foot wide copper fire 
bowl. When they have par-
ties, “it becomes a focal point 
of our tiny little backyard,” 
she says. When they’re not 
entertaining, it is stored out 
of the way in the garage.

Clients often have strong 
opinions about the way they 
want to incorporate fire into 
their gardens, says Howard 
Cohen, a landscape archi-
tect at Surrounds, in Sterling, 

Virginia, near Washington, 
D.C. “They might get it from 
when they were Boy Scouts,” 
he says. The type of fire fea-
ture they choose “depends on 
the client and on their bud-
get,” he says, but clients who 
come to his firm tend to have 
a good idea of what they are 
looking for.

Fire pits have a low pro-
file, so they don’t interfere 
with views in the garden, Co-
hen says. He suggests a three-
foot circle as a workable size 
for most gardens, with plenty 
of room around the sides for 
chairs or a garden bench, and 
for people to move around. If 
a fire pit is too big, “it’s over-
whelming — unless you want 
a bonfire,” he says.

Well-placed fireplaces 
actually become an impor-
tant part of the view, and de-
signing a fireplace that fits 
gracefully into a garden is 
a bit of an art. “If they are 
too small, they look like a 
Munchkin fireplace,” Co-
hen says. “It’s cheaper, but it 
looks silly.” Larger fireplac-
es anchor a landscape and 
frame the views dramatical-

ly, he says. The smallest fire-
places his company designs 
have chimneys 10 to 11 feet 
tall; in a large garden, a big 
fireplace that suits the scale 
of the landscape might have 
a chimney up to 16 feet tall.

Modern fire features offer 
lots of possibilities — tables 
with fire pits built in as the 
centerpiece are among the 
most dramatic, but big fire 
bowls, architectural flares 
and kettles of fire are chang-
ing our garden landscapes. 
One of Cohen’s designs, a 
modern fire lounge, involved 
a built-in couch and a mar-
ble coffee table with a flame 
source in the center.

Brown Jordan Fires (de-
signed to complement the 
company’s line of outdoor 
furniture) and Ecosmart Fire 
are two companies that have 
introduced energy-efficient 
modern fire elements. They 
burn an ethanol fuel called 
e-nrg, which is smoke-
less and odorless and does 
not spark, yet still provides 
enough heat to take the chill 
off a patio.

“These are my favorite 

new fire feature,” says Sar-
ah Conine, owner of Garden 
Cottage, a retail and mail-or-
der specialty company with 
two shops in New Jersey. 
“Eco-burners are very user-
friendly,” she says. “They 
save homeowners money 
and hassle.” They also do 
not normally require per-
mits (as fireplaces usually 
do). Conine has an ethanol-
burning fire feature on her 
back porch. In the summer-
time, “it’s just great for at-
mosphere — and it adds extra 
light,” she says. “In the fall, 
it extends our use of our out-
door space.”

Ethanol-burning features 
also do not require a vent, so 
they can be placed on a roof-

top terrace or on an apartment 
balcony. These fire elements 
are technically classified as 
“decorative heating units,” 
says Kim Rodgers, market-
ing coordinator for EcoSmart 
Fire and Brown Jordan Fires. 
“That can be helpful if you 
are having issues with instal-
lation.”

When you light a fire out-
side, the technical details dis-
appear. Having a fire in the 
backyard, whether it’s in a 
fire pit, a fireplace or flick-
ering warmly in the center of 
a patio table, “is like a mini 
vacation,” Sabrena Schwey-
er says. “You’re getting away 
from the everyday experi-
ence — to something more 
natural.”
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PHOTO/SURROUNDS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

A freestanding fi replace can block an undesirable view and increase privacy in your backyard. The 
rough-cut stones in this fi replace complement the woodsy setting. The furniture around the fi replace 
is arranged comfortably, just as it might be in a living room.
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Thanksgiving is for 

family gatherings, 

and local shopping
This week we celebrate one of the most American of 

holidays: Thanksgiving. From its inception, it has been 
about gathering with loved ones to give thanks for life’s 
blessings. Perhaps more than any other holiday, Thanks-
giving celebrations have remained relatively unchanged 
by time.

However, its timelessness unfortunately is being tested 
by American consumerism. 

While Thanksgiving Thursday has remained a day for 
gathering with family and gorging on turkey, the week-
end that follows it has become an entirely different kind of 
feeding frenzy. Chain stores offer their biggest savings of 
the year this weekend; shoppers will avail themselves of 
Internet bargains on “Cyber Monday.”

Unfortunately, some stores are now starting their 
“Black Friday” sales on the day of Thanksgiving itself, 
which will encourage many people to cut short their fami-
ly gatherings and go bargain hunting. Even worse, it forc-
es employees at these businesses — mostly working at 
minimum wage — to forego the holiday entirely.

The way to stop the erosion of Thanksgiving into a he-
donistic free-for-all at the shops is to refuse to participate.

In a community like Alexandria, it also is important 
to remember to save some of our holiday shopping bud-
get for local stores. Like the “big box” chain stores, Alex-
andria’s shops and boutiques rely on holiday spending to 
boost their yearly sales totals.

Whether it’s a pair of earrings, a box of tea, a pair of 
jeans, scented lotion or a new sofa, Alexandria’s pletho-
ra of small businesses have virtually everything shoppers 
need. Shopping local is important year-round, but espe-
cially during the holiday season.

This weekend, don’t cut that family gathering short to 
rush off to the mall. Instead, play a family game of foot-
ball — or watch a game on TV — have an extra piece of 
pie in the late-afternoon, and take the time to ask Uncle 
Ernie about his World War II exploits.

Malls and their shopping enticements always will be 
there, but Uncle Ernie won’t.

And remember that the shops on King Street, Mount 
Vernon Avenue and at Bradlee and other local shop-
ping areas are full of wonderful gifts for your family and 
friends. Just try to wait until Friday to avail yourself of 
their goods. 

Happy Thanksgiving!

Hard decisions need to be made 
to improve publ ic schools
To the editor: 

Which is more impor-
tant, that our kids learn math 
or learn to read? Can write 
clearly or can exhibit critical 
thinking? Those are typical of 
the choices the citizens of Al-
exandria are being asked to 
make by our school offi cials.

The questions are part of a 
“Strategic Plan Survey of the 
Alexandria Community” The 
survey fl ows out of a require-
ment by the State of Virgin-
ia for Alexandria City Public 
Schools to devise a new fi ve-
year “strategic plan.” 

After school offi cials of-
fered to explain the planning 
process to the annual meet-
ing of the Seminary Hill As-
sociation, Inc., earlier this 
month, only one representa-
tive showed up, a private citi-

zen on a planning “stakehold-
er” committee. He handed out 
the survey and asked attend-
ees to fi ll it out. Instead, there 
was an explosion of indigna-
tion at having to choose be-
tween our kids learning math 
or learning to read, as well as 
making dozens of other seem-
ingly absurd choices. Few if 
any were willing to complete 
it.

For years I was a vice 
president of a fi rm that pre-
pared and executed dozens of 
national, state and local edu-
cational surveys. The compa-
ny had nationally recognized 
experts composing them. Al-
though my expertise is not in 
survey research, I frequent-
ly was called upon to provide 
editorial advice and thus have 
some familiarity with survey 

research methods. The ACPS 
survey simply cannot be con-
sidered as a serious way of 
charting a future course for 
our schools.

This feeble effort is just 
another indication of how 
broken our Alexandria school 
system is. The answers 
will not come from a high-
ly fl awed survey, but rath-
er some hard thinking about 
what is wrong and some cour-
age in fi xing the problems. 
It is open to question wheth-
er the present school board is 
capable of doing that job. The 
board seems more concerned 
about lighting football stadi-
ums, soccer fi elds and tennis 
courts than with what kind of 
education our kids are get-

SEE SCHOOLS | 20
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Alexandria schoolyards — the right paradigm for our communities?
To the editor:

When I was in graduate 
school studying international 
relations, my professors en-
couraged me to search for so-
lutions to global challenges 
through the lens of “a differ-
ent paradigm.” 

As I am learning, such 
paradigms are often closer to 
home than I realized — and 
sometimes even just down the 
street from my home. 

This has certainly been the 
case with my current efforts 
to revitalize the severely de-
graded schoolyard at Matthew 
Maury Elementary School. 

For the past 18 months, my 
fellow parents, friends and 
neighbors in Rosemont and 
Del Ray have embarked on a 
journey to sustainably trans-
form Maury’s schoolyard into 
a viable public space that nur-
tures and educates the chil-
dren, heals the environment 
and provides Alexandria and 
its communities a vibrant 
public space for all to enjoy. 

But the journey is still very 
fresh and the lenses of that 
different paradigm I learned 
about in college are often 
clouded by the disturbing re-
alities of tight budgets and fi s-
cal constraints in the city. 

If not immediately and 
properly addressed, the lack 
of proper budget will threat-
en the redevelopment of our 
school and deprive the city 
of a viable, functional and 
healthy public space.

Here’s the catch: Maury 
Elementary is at the bottom 
of a 34-acre gulch. 

The rainwater that collects 
above the school around King 
Street cascades downhill un-
til it reaches Maury’s play-
ground.

As the stormwater rush-
es over the grass and dirt, 
pushing muddy water onto 
the sidewalks and down the 
drains along Russell Road, it 
leaves behind a schoolyard 
that is unsuitable for children 
and ultimately robs the entire 
community of a shared use 
property.

Whatever contaminants 
are contained in the large 
amount of dirt, mud and silt 
that rushes into the drains on 
Russell Road fl ows directly 
into the Potomac and eventu-
ally the Chesapeake Bay.

For years, neglecting this 
environmental degradation 
has created an unattractive, 
unsafe and unhealthy school-
yard for our neighborhood 
and the city.

While past, low-cost ef-
forts to correct this problem 
have been attempted, they 
have failed. This is not some-
thing that can be solved piece-
meal by installing a drain 
over here or planting some 
new sod over there.

The answer requires a 
complete renovation of the 
schoolyard that requires a 
new and functional under-
ground storm water manage-
ment and functional catch-
ment areas.

When we fi rst approached 
City Hall and the Alexan-
dria school system about 
this problem, we were po-

litely told that renovating the 
schoolyard is an important is-
sue, but still ranks far below 
other city priorities.

We believe that logic is 
fl awed.

The Maury Schoolyard 
Initiative proposes an alter-
native way that will balance 
fi nancing from the city with 
an innovative public-private 
partnership. 

This partnership will 
raise private donations from 
friends and family, local busi-
nesses, non-profi ts, founda-
tions and dozens of applica-
ble grant opportunities. 

To my knowledge, this 
has not been attempted on a 
school property before in Al-
exandria — at least not to the 
scale to which we are plan-
ning.

For example, we have 
forged a partnership with Real 
School Gardens, a non-profi t 
based in Texas that funds in-
stallation of outdoor learn-
ing centers for schools. They 
have completed dozens of 
such learning centers across 
the State of Texas.

And the fi rst Real School 
Gardens project in the entire 
State of Virginia would be 
created right here at Maury 
Elementary School in Alex-
andria. 

Real School Gardens is an 
extension of learning areas 
for children and teachers — 
like another classroom added 
to the school. 

The organization has re-
search and data suggesting in-
creased teacher satisfaction 

and improved student test 
scores when children are of-
fered the right conditions to 
learn in a different, outdoor 
environment.

We are going to create not 
just a new playground for the 
children, but an overall out-
door environment that can be 
enjoyed by all residents and 
can be utilized by scores of 
city and civic organizations. 
And it is environmentally re-
sponsible.

Local businesses dona-
tions and investors have a 
stake in making sure the 
school improves. When the 
school improves, more stu-
dents want to attend, and 
when attendance grows, rev-
enue projections increase and 
neighborhood values go up.

It is a circular win for all 
involved.

We need to break out of the 
tired formula of instinctively 
denying structural improve-
ments at our schools year af-
ter year because Alexandria is 
a fi nancially strapped school 
system.

We must think of new 
ways to fi nd funding through 
partnerships with the private 
sector that open schoolyards 
to community-wide benefi ts 
during off-school hours.

The model that we are cre-
ating to be successful at Mau-
ry can easily be replicated at 
schoolyards across Alexan-
dria, no matter what the in-
come levels or the location of 
the school. Each school has 
unique characteristics from 
which it can benefi t.

We are drafting the agree-
ments between parents, the 
school system and the City; 
we are fi nding out which busi-
nesses are interested in par-
ticipating; we are locating 
in-kind contributions; we re-
searching the grant opportu-
nities.

The work that is being 
done can be shared with all 
other schools when their ren-
ovations are due.

Importantly, for our pub-
lic institutions, public-private 
partnerships remove some of 
the burden of fi nancing these 
improvements, freeing mon-
ey for projects that may need 
more attention.

Three things are not go-
ing to change: 1) enrollment 
is going to continue to grow; 
2) funding is always going to 
be tight; and 3) facilities are 
going to need upgrades.

Shared participation; 
shared sacrifi ce; shared goals. 
A partnership such as ours is 
bringing our community to-
gether.

This is this kind of think-
ing that our public offi cials 
need to embrace during times 
of tight budgets — if we in-
vest a little now, with the help 
of others, the benefi ts far out-
weigh the costs down the 
road.

I don’t know if this is quite 
a paradigm shift as I imag-
ined in graduate school. Yet 
for our community today, it is 
probably just as important.

- John Buscher
Alexandria

The quantum mechanics of complete streets in Old Town
To the editor:

In the dusky early evening 
hours of November 19,  no 
fewer than four parallel uni-
verses collided on the corner 
of Pitt and Cameron streets 
in an astronomically rare in-
cident, known informally as a 
“multi-modal mash-up.” 

Within the space of less 
than 2.14293 milliseconds, 
two quick-moving pedes-
trians, rounding an iden-
tical corner, froze within 
nanometers of one another 
while emitting audibly high 
squeaks. 

This was swiftly enhanced 

by pedestrian one at Pitt step-
ping out into the crosswalk, 
where a collision of bodies 
nearly followed … as a small, 
close in, hyper-speed dark 
particle (nicknamed “the bik-
er”) bore down. Simultane-
ously, in the same low-light 
intersection, two large, slow 

moving entities propelled by 
four rapidly orbiting tubes, 
began to arc towards one an-
other on an imminent smash 
path.

Lesson: complete streets 
are superb demonstrations 
of how extraordinary col-
lisions of parallel univers-

es might occur. Or, was this 
just a cocktail hour diver-
tissement orchestrated by 
the famous Ghosts of Old 
Town? You decide. I was 
there, or was I?

- Kathryn Papp
Alexandria
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Make the Most of Your 
Holiday Shopping Experience

BY BILL REAGAN

We are on the cusp of the holiday 
season where we might dreamily 
fantasize about Norman Rockwell-
esque snowfl akes, frosty window-
panes, twinkling lights, and smiles. 
Once we actually are into the inten-
sity of the season, howev-
er, it tends to take on a dif-
ferent caste and becomes 
more a scene of frustration, 
scowls, congested parking 
garages and futile searches 
for salesclerks who know 
their stock.

But we can reclaim some 
of the iconic character and 
trappings of the season and perhaps 
adjust our mindset and approach to 
minimize the stress. Maybe this holi-
day season can actually be fun! 

Alexandrians have a much better 
backdrop for reclaiming the charm 
of traditional holiday shopping than 
most of our neighboring jurisdic-
tions. Did you know, for instance, 
that the developers of the “town cen-
ter” concept — such as Reston Town 
Center — actually visited Old Town 
Alexandria to carefully measure and 
mimic the scale and character of our 
historic shopping quarter? And Del 
Ray offers the ambiance of a clas-
sic American main street with its art 
deco-infl uenced neighborhood shop-
ping district.

These sought-after shopping ven-
ues allow us to maximize our holi-
day enjoyment. Rather than swim-
ming upstream through crowds in 
nondescript shopping caverns, plan 
an outing with friends that includes 
savoring the architecture and neigh-
borhood character. Schedule breaks 
for lunch or refreshments, and imag-
ine how many generations also have 
shopped and dined on those same 
sidewalks.

Your store experience is likely to 
be distinct, too, when you shop in 
genuine neighborhoods rather than 
in large malls or contrived town cen-

ters. In small stores, you are more 
likely to be greeted when you en-
ter, and you will fi nd that the sales 
staff know its stock, is able to fi eld 
a variety of questions about it and 
will be glad to search for what you 
need. Your gift purchases in these 
smaller stores are also more likely 

to be unique fi nds, and not 
something your recipients 
will see everywhere.

On top of the charm 
and ambiance provided 
by shopping outings and 
independent merchants, 
think about the construc-
tive impact of shopping 
small. National studies 

document the multiplier effects of 
supporting independent retailers 
vs. national chains. The calculation 
is that each dollar spent at a local-
ly-owned business returns twice the 
amount of money to the local econo-
my as a dollar spent at a chain.

Need more incentives to shop 
small and local? Our colleagues at 
the Alexandria Convention & Visi-
tors Association and the shop own-
ers have combined efforts to make 
the coming weekend especially at-
tractive. Alexandria is the Shop 
Small headquarters of the D.C. re-
gion. More than 30 boutiques are 
participating with special offers and 
activities. 

Shoppers will be rewarded for 
their “shop local” loyalty. Starting 
November 29th, shoppers can get 
a free Rebecca Minkoff designer 
“Shop Small” canvas tote bag when 
they bring two receipts from local 
Alexandria shops to the Alexandria 
Visitors Center at 221 King St. Vis-
it www.visitalexandriava/shopsmall 
for more information.

You owe it to yourself to make 
this season a more rewarding shop-
ping experience. Happy holidays!

The writer is the executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center.
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The Business Plan
with Bill Reagan

Bill Reagan

Parking in Old Town must 
help retailers thrive 
To the editor:

Alexandrians take great pride in 
our thriving downtown commercial 
district. Most municipalities our size 
around the country can only dream 
of one day building such a great 
place to dine, shop, work and meet, 
all in a distinctive and charming lo-
cale. We cannot take our downtown 
district’s commercial health for 
granted and it is imperative that the 
city’s parking policies be designed 
in a manner to foster that health and 
not damage it.

Old Town’s retailers succeed in 
spite of what can only be called a 
challenging parking environment. 
The primary competitors to our dis-
trict are planned shopping malls in 
Arlington and Fairfax counties with 
acres of free and convenient park-
ing. Those developments seek the 
same thing we seek: a place where 
customers can eat a meal, peruse 
multiple specialty shops and enjoy 
salons all on the same trip, all with-
out having to move their car in the 
process.

Alexandria’s City Council needs 
to make this “park once” objective 
the driving force behind all of the 
city’s parking policies. That would 
include:
• Increasing the maximum parking 

time on a city meter from 2 hours 
to 3 hours, enabling a customer to 
shop and eat a meal without mov-
ing their car.

• Better signage so that parkers who 
like garages will know where to 
fi nd them.

• Reasonable parking rates and 
maximum street spaces available 
for out-of-zone parkers during 
business hours.

• A more customer-friendly and less 
predatory approach to meter en-
forcement — the availability of 

digital meter information should 
not result in many parking fi nes 
issued at the exact moment a park-
ing credit expires, as is now too 
often the case.
These four principles would go a 

long way to help Alexandria mini-
mize the parking disadvantage our 
retailers face relative to our compe-
tition. And when our shops and res-
taurants thrive, the city’s tax base 
booms as well.

Unfortunately, over the past few 
months, some discussion among 
city leaders has moved in the exact 
wrong direction on parking. For ex-
ample, some in the city’s leadership 
want to “force” parkers toward ga-
rages, when the fact is many custom-
ers dislike garages and those garag-
es are not even available for those 
visiting the Upper King Street corri-
dor. The extension of parking meter 
enforcement to 9 p.m., which began 
this summer, sent a signal that the 
city prioritizes revenue over conve-
nience. Recent debate has involved 
a potential increase of meter rates to 
increase revenue, when we should 
seek to keep meters as cheap as pos-
sible to lower the barrier to shop in 
Old Town. Our competition allows 
free parking — that’s the number 
Alexandria competes against.

Alexandria retailers are coming 
together to advocate “Park Smarter” 
policies — it’s critical to the success 
of our businesses, most of which are 
locally owned and a vital component 
of our city’s economy. We ask cus-
tomers to join us in advocating these 
policies and holding city leaders ac-
countable to make positive changes.

- Elizabeth Todd 
Founder, The Shoe Hive

Co-founder, The Old Town 
Boutique District

ting. Some years ago, my sons went 
through Alexandria public schools 
and received good educations. Can 
we say the same about the present 
generation?

If anyone thinks I am exaggerat-

ing about the survey, you are invited 
to look at it online at www.acps.k12.
va.us/board/strategic-plan. Is it pos-
sible to choose among “reading, writ-
ing and arithmetic”? A rational re-
sponse might be: “All of the above.”

- Jack Sullivan
Alexandria
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Weekly Poll
Last Week This Week

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Send your comments to: letters@alextimes.com
Letters must be signed by the writer. Include address and phone for verifi cation (not for publication). Letters are subject to editing for clarity and length. Personal attacks will not be published.

A. I plan to travel.

B. I’m staying close to home with friends and family.

C. I’ll celebrate close to home, and then 
take advantage of the holiday sales.

How do you plan to spend Thanksgiving?Should City Council have given the city manager the 

authority to raise taxes in his proposed budget?

Take the poll at alextimes.com

87% No.
13% Yes. 

Total Voters: 103

OUT OF THE ATTIC FROM THE WEB
In response to 

“Council: new budget 

could mean new taxes,” 

November 20:

Cameron writes:
That was one of the 

healthiest votes on an impor-
tant issue from city offi cials 
in a long time… 4 to 3.

Now, without the spec-
ter of a requirement to pur-
sue a “neutral budget” exer-
cise, those three councilmen 
should keep their “green 
eyeshades” (and sharp pen-
cils!) on hand during the 
budget process — in con-
cert with their four dissent-
ing colleagues.

A dialogue that challeng-
es while using different skills 
and opinions makes better 
decisions … especially when 
politics sits at the table and 
taxpayer money is involved.

Mike writes:
$16 million in debt, but 

the city bought a parking lot 
for 5 million bucks. Not to 
mention the tens of millions 
of dollars they spent on the 
bus lanes, bike lanes, new 
athletic fi elds, new metro, 
Old Town Trolley and other 
non-priority projects.

We could be having a 
surplus if they spent money 
smartly. Taxes really haven’t 
gone up in years. Alexandri-
ans need to decide weather or 
not they want to give up ser-
vices (social, public safety, 
education) or pay extra taxes 
in order to receive them.

Tracing the rise of Alfred Street Baptist Church

For more than two centu-
ries the Baptist Church has 
played an infl uential role in 
the United States. 

It is believed that the 
fi rst Baptist church origi-
nated in Holland after the 
Rev. John Smyth, an Eng-
lish separatist, reinterpreted 
the New Testament, taking it 
to mean baptisms should be 
performed only on believing 
adults. He thought the ritu-
al should require a process 
of immersion, as opposed to 
the traditional sprinkling of 
water on an infant soon af-
ter birth.

From the start, this new 
Christian offshoot attract-
ed a diverse following. As 
it spread, believers estab-
lished many denominations, 
each supported by a strong, 
autonomous congregation.

Roger Williams start-
ed the fi rst Baptist church 
in the North American col-
onies in Rhode Island in 
1638. It spread quickly in 
the following century with 
the advent of the First Great 
Awakening, which encour-
aged believers to focus on 
one’s personal commitment 
to redemption, salvation and 
morality, rather than a reli-
ance on church ritual and 
doctrine. 

By the Second Great 
Awakening in the early 
1800s, the Baptist faith ex-
panded rapidly through-
out the South, appealing to 
whites as well as blacks and 

resulting in the forma-
tion of one of Alexan-
dria’s most infl uential 
religious institutions: 
Alfred Street Baptist 
Church.

Alfred Street 
Baptist Church is the 
city’s oldest black 
church, founded af-
ter Susan Black, a 
slave, was invited to join the 
all-white Alexandria Baptist 
Church in May 1803. With-
in three years other blacks 
had joined the group, and 
together they established 
the Colored Baptist Soci-
ety of Alexandria as a con-
joined church with Alexan-
dria Baptist. 

This step marked the 
establishment of the first 
black Baptist church north 
of Richmond. 

The group first met in 
private homes and along 
the Potomac River, but by 
1818, the congregation had 
grown large enough that 
land was leased from anoth-
er Baptist family to build a 
small meetinghouse at 313 
S. Alfred St. That land was 
finally purchased in 1842. 

In 1850, the congre-
gation separated formal-
ly from Alexandria Bap-
tist. For the first time, it 
operated completely in-
dependently of the white 
church, which had former-
ly supervised its ministry. 
In 1855, the meetinghouse 
was replaced by a commo-

dious brick structure, and 
the church thrived, paying 
off its mortgage within two 
years. 

But during the Civil 
War, Union forces comman-
deered the church build-
ing and used it as a hospi-
tal, forcing services to be 
held elsewhere. After the 
war, though, the church 
continued expanding. It de-
veloped into one of Alex-
andria’s major social and 
educational forces for black 
residents. 

In the 1870s, the name 
was changed to Alfred 
Street Baptist Church. By 
1880, with 800 members, 
major renovations and ad-
ditions to the original struc-
ture were undertaken. Fi-
nally, in 1992, a massive 
new church complex was 
initiated. The project more 
than doubled the size of the 
church’s facilities while re-
taining the exterior of the 
original building.

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria.

PHOTO/VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
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Last Week’s Solution:
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ACROSS
1 Act the poseur
7 Appendix items
14 Talks impudently to
20 Banished people
21 Loop in one’s pocket
22 Straighten, as a hose
23 Asian peninsula
24 It was spoken in Iran
25 The “E” in E = mc2
26 Drama unit
27 Have an evening meal
29 Stack-blowing feeling
30 Concerning base eight
32 Not this
34 Curved paths
36 Aspirin allotments
38 Old exclamation
42 Promissory-note receiver
44 Fruit packaging unit
45 Show remorse
46 Tight-fi sted folk
49 Emergency situation
50 Column choice
51 Sold over the counter?
52 Bulgarian, Czech or Serbian
53 Industry with projected 
revenue?
54 Came down in buckets
55 Prepares for a crash
56 Time for work or school
57 Suffi  x in many internet 
addresses
58 Third little pig’s material
59 Music-concert locale
60 Like some old basements
62 Chamomile drink
63 This puzzle’s theme word

65 Gallery showing
66 Mouths, slangily
70 Wee, as hours
72 Stir from sleep
74 Sound from 46-Across
75 Short theatrical off ering
78 Lacking fairness
80 Adore
83 Decorative fl ap on a garment
84 Emulate Amelia Earhart
85 Went very fast (var.)
86 Baseball scoreboard item
87 Rifl e part
88 Homes for the homeless
89 Graze cattle for a fee
90 Taken ___ (surprised)
91 Boilermaker part
92 Reuben server
93 Within walking distance
94 1.3-ounce Asian weight
95 Put in long hours
98 Floor layer, at times
100 Start of a Tolstoy title
101 It makes soap strong
103 Wash the fl oor
105 Skiing type
108 Wiped out
112 Giraff e cousins
114 Wave from the shore
115 Certain prison guard
116 Folded-back garment part
117 They have 88 things apt for 
this puzzle
118 Pain reliever
119 Shoelace opening

DOWN
1 Speaker’s platform

2 Dead-on
3 Crud
4 Chicken ___ king
5 Clicker’s alternative
6 Biblical birthright seller
7 Alias, briefl y
8 Mechanical gizmo
9 Some garment workers
10 Language of Ireland
11 Start for “wit”
12 It could prove paternity
13 Doubter of the divine
14 Cooking fats
15 “Black Beauty” author Sewell
16 It can open many doors
17 Offi  cer’s honorifi c
18 Univ. major of many writers
19 Wild blue yonder
28 Handled roughly
31 Fair grades
33 Enhance with decorations
35 High-___ graphics
36 What drinkers shouldn’t do
37 Refuge in the desert
39 Pierced in the bullring
40 Jungian “self”
41 Dental woe
43 Matured, as wine
44 Jim-dandy
45 Ta-ta, in France
46 Fish on a menu
47 Bow of old movies
48 King’s time
49 Castanets sound
52 ___ Lanka
53 Lincoln portrait site
55 Donkey noise
56 “As you ___”
58 A loser may have to tighten it

59 Almost infi nite
61 Advantageous place
62 Waste allowance of old
64 Adolescent
67 Stay a while
68 Peel-removing gadget
69 Backyard buildings
71 On the lookout
73 Insert in the game
75 Appeal
76 Like a philanthropist’s heart
77 Fourth month
78 Colorful parts of the eyes
79 Your sister’s daughter, to you
80 Chimps and such
81 It could lead to a reduced 
sentence
82 Paris subway system
84 Botanical gardens
85 “We ___ Overcome”
87 Block found on a farm
88 Feminine subject
91 Round the bend too fast
93 C, F and G
94 Tastelessly showy
96 Force into motion
97 France’s longest river
99 Data, briefl y
100 Fairy godmother’s gadget
102 “... golden days of ___”
104 “Check this out!”
105 Cleopatra’s cobra
106 Hawaiian gift
107 Pod dweller
109 Partner of “games”
110 To and ___
111 Stuff  for 9-Down
113 Blvd. crosser
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Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

The Alexandria Police Youth Camp (APYC)  
is hosting its annual Christmas tree sale  

once again this year! 

The APYC is a 60+ year old non-profit organization 

owned and managed by the Alexandria Police 

Officers whose mission is to provide a scenic 

getaway for Alexandria children. The Christmas tree 

fundraiser allows us to provide scholarship funds 

so that any child can attend camp, no matter their 

financial means.

WHERE:   110 Callahan Drive, Alexandria VA

DATES:     

TIMES:      Weekdays (4PM - 8PM) 

    & Weekends (10AM - 8PM)

For more information, please visit www.AlexPYC.org

Y h CY h CTh (APYC)(APAl d i P lii P liAl
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Classifi eds

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
INVITIATION TO BID 14-15-028

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alex-
andria City Public Schools is seeking Bids for 
Ice Cream.

Sealed Bids with the notation ITB# 14-15-028 
ICE CREAM will be received in the Central 
Procurement Offi ce, 1340 Braddock Place, 
Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or 
before 3:00 pm, December 5, 2014. The time 
of receipt shall be determined by the time clock 
stamp in the Procurement offi ce. Proposals 
appropriately received will be opened and the 
names of the fi rms responding will be read 
aloud. RFP documents may be obtained at 
the above Procurement Offi ce or by calling 
703-619-8043, or by downloading the RFP 
from the ACPS website at www.acps.k12.va.us, 
Administration, Financial Services, Procure-
ment and General Services - Current Bids and 
Request for Proposals.

All questions must be submitted before 4:00 
p.m., December 1, 2014. If necessary, an ad-
dendum will be issued and posted to the ACPS 
web site.

No Bids may be withdrawn for a period of 
ninety (90) days after the opening of proposals 
except as may be set forth in the RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/
or reject any or all proposals and to waive any 
informalities in any proposal.

Sharon T. Lewis
Director of Procurement & General Services

LEGAL NOTICE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

HOME Cleaning Cleaning TrustTrustYou can

703.659.4611
maidbrigade.com

Bonded, Insured & 
Praised!
Eco-Friendly Products   Flexible

  Scheduling

BBB A+ Rating

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 
Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net WE NEED YOU!

OUR CHILDREN NEED YOU!
WE WANT YOU AS A FOSTER PARENT!

www.premiertfc.com
535A East Braddock Road

Alexandria, Virginia 22314
(571) 325-8217

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT FOSTER CARE

ABC NOTICE

 DIANE M. ANDERSON (70), of 
Alexandria, November 16 2014

BILLY R. BARNETT, of Alexan-
dria, November 12 2014

LAURA C. BUTLER, of Alexan-
dria, November 5 2014

HOWARD O. GREENE (73), of 
Alexandria, November 17 2014

SEAN HARRIS, of Alexandria, 

November 18 2014

MICHAEL W. MARTIN (63), of 
Alexandria, November 12 2014

ROBERT J. MERRITT (20), of 
Alexandria, November 21 2014

BETTY L. NIEMAN (78), of 
Alexandria, November 19 2014

CARL L. RASKIN, of Alexandria, 
November 17 2014

Obituaries

Faster, easier ways 

to save. Welcome 

to the modern world.

Call 1-800-814-5131 to see 

how much you could save 

on car insurance.

Not available in all states. Savings may vary.
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www.McEnearneyCommercial.com

FOR SALE $1,385,000

Rick Sada
703.683.2700
rsada@mcenearney.com

Live Above the Store
Create your own apartment, in 
a 4,700 SF commercial building, 
above your retail/office/service 
business. Income stream in place 
with 1/3 of the building occupied.

FOR LEASE $25.00/Full Service

John Quinn
703.683.2700
jquinn@mcenearney.com

300 North Washington Street
Suite 304 – 2,258 SF: Up-to-
date in move-in condition. Five 
offices, glass conference room, 
workstations, and kitchen. Great 
location, includes parking.

FOR SALE $595,000

Rick Sada
703.683.2700
rsada@mcenearney.com

621 Wythe Street
Free-standing boutique office 
building with great visibility 
and extremely convenient 
location. 1,500 SF with high tech/
architectural interior.

FOR SALE $1,235,429

Brison Rohrbach
703.683.2700
brohrbach@mcenearney.com

1423 Powhatan Street, Unit 1
3,277 SF office condo building. 
Ideally suited for investor or 
user. Accommodates one or two 
tenants. Seven off-street parking 
spaces included.

FOR LEASE $34.00/SF

Mike Lucker
703.683.2700
mlucker@mcenearney.com

100 Daingerfield Road
Perfect small office in Class A 
building near the King Street 
Metro Station, US Courthouse and 
US Patent and Trademark Office.

FOR SALE $329,000

Ed Cave
703.683.2700
ecave@mcenearney.com

8316 Traford Lane
1,500 SF condo office. Front and 
back entrances. Ample surface 
parking. Open floor plan. Close to 
shopping and amenities. 

FOR LEASE $26.00/SF

Tom Hulfish
703.683.2700
thulfish@mcenearney.com

917-B King St
Attractive, 
historic, 
commercial 
building on 
King Street 
with 3,200 
square feet 
available.  
Upper floor 
space includes 
high ceilings, 
fireplaces, 
classic molding 
and full bath.

FOR SALE $1,249,000

Diane Sappenfield & Janet Price
703.683.2700 | 703.960.5858
dsappenfield@mcenearney.com

323 North 
Washington 

Street
2,352 SF histor-
ic office build-
ing on busy 
Washington St. 
Vacant, ready 
for occupancy.  
Blend of histor-
ic details with 
modern ameni-
ties. Can be 
used as office 
or residence.

FOR SALE $1,200,000

Robert Swearingen
703.683.2700
rswearingen@mcenearney.com

129 South Royal Street
3,264 SF investor building. Mixed 
use. 100% leased. One block off 
King Street in the heart of Old 
Town Alexandria.   

FOR LEASE $32.00/SF

Chuck Langdon
703.683.2700
clangdon@mcenearney.com

319 Cameron 
Street

2,000-SF 
ground floor 
space with two 
4’ 7” x 6’ 9” 
display win-
dows, this is a 
bright, open 
space with 
high ceilings. 
Located in the 
heart of Old 
Town’s retail 
district.

FOR LEASE $55.00/SF

John Ross
703.683.2700
jross@mcenearney.com

105 South 
Union Street

1,800 SF, first-
floor retail 
space available 
in the heart 
of the best 
retail district 
in Northern 
Virginia. Triple 
Net.

FOR SALE $875,000

Chuck Langdon
703.683.2700
clangdon@mcenearney.com

8369 Richmond Highway
37,462 SF on double lot with rare 
depth on Richmond Highway. 
Site approved for C-5 mixed use. 
Current use retail, improved with 
1,625 SF structure.


