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Visions of AlexAndriA
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Perfect Proportions.      Perfect Options.     Perfect Comfort.      Perfect Construction.
Custom-made and custom-sized furniture line carried  
exclusively at Reunions Neighborhood Specialty Shop.

Reunions   |   1709 Centre Plaza Alexandria VA 22302   |   703-931-8161

Order online or in 
the store by Jan. 15th 

and receive a $100 
Reunions gift card!

2014
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Happy  New

© 2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

From all of us at  
Berkshire hathaway homeservices | PenFed realty

New Brand Name, Same Committment — Top-Quality Service to our Clients
*Prudential PenFed Realty is now known as Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | PenFed Realty  Get to know us at: penfedrealty.com

Call Maxine McLeod Miller,  
Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, 22314

Let us help you find your  
Happy NEW house  
this NEW year.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller,  
Managing Broker, at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, 22314

Happy           New year

Let us help you find your  

Happy NEW House  

this NEW year.
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Our View

New Year
brings new challenges

 Looking back on 2014, only one word comes 
to mind: Wow.
 Compiling our annual year-in-review edi-
tion, it truly is amazing how much has hap-
pened in Alexandria over the past year, from 
crime to local politics, development to stun-
ning sports performances.
  You can revisit the numerous stories, posi-
tive and heartbreaking, to come out of the Port 
City in 2014 in the pages that follow.
 Alexandria residents were horrified by the 
violence that broke out in the quiet North Ridge 
neighborhood when Ruthanne Lodato was shot 
to death in her home in February. Although a 
suspect was taken into custody in the interven-
ing months, people have been more vigilant in 
their everyday activities.
 After months of delays, we finally saw an 
end to the saga of the shooting of Police Officer 
Peter Laboy during an Old Town traffic stop, 
although the perpetrator was ruled insane and 
therefore not convicted of the crime.
 In more uplifting news, first lady Michelle 
Obama visited T.C. Williams and held the 
school up as a prime example of how to encour-
age students to pursue higher education — and 
help them secure scholarships and grants. And 
the gorgeous new Jefferson-Houston School 
opened to great aplomb, with a qualified new 
principal helming the institution.
 Local sports teams made history with their 
various successes. T.C. Williams sprinter Noah 
Lyles won gold in international competitions 
and was nominated for a national youth track 
and field award, while the Titans boys soccer 
team notched the school’s first state champion-
ship in the sport.
 In local politics, we saw the beginnings of 

a new era in Alexandria. The waterfront is set 
to begin its transformation, with one hotel al-
ready approved, and more projects already in 
the pipeline.
 Longtime U.S. Rep. Jim Moran, who has 
represented the Port City in Congress for more 
than two decades, is stepping down. Former Lt. 
Gov. Don Beyer won the crowded contest to 
succeed him, and will be sworn in this month.
 City government has seen its share of depar-
tures as well. City Manager Rashad Young, plan-
ning director Faroll Hamer and transportation 
director Rich Baier all either retired or took posi-
tions with other municipalities. Even the Times 
experienced its share of turnover this year.
 We pledge to continue to provide you with 
the same high quality news, features and sports 
reporting we presented in 2014. Here’s a pre-
view of some issues that will crop up in 2015.
 City fiscal leaders project a $16 million 
budget shortfall in the coming fiscal year. Resi-
dents must brace themselves for a proposal that 
raises taxes for a third straight year, but we im-
plore city staff to focus on ways to cut wasteful 
spending and avoid balancing the budget on 
the backs of residents.
 Dominion Virginia Power will submit a 
proposal to run a 230-kilovolt transmission 
line through Alexandria to state regulators this 
month. Although utility officials have hinted 
that they see promise in some of residents’ 
“least objectionable” routes, city leaders must 
be vigilant in ensuring Dominion adequately 
outlines the need for the project, and that it 
mitigates any impacts on residents.
 That said, enjoy the New Year’s celebra-
tions. We hope you have an enjoyable and suc-
cessful 2015.

front page photos by: susan hale thomas, laura sikes, erich Wagner

is offering Winter discounts on:
Paver Patios, Retaining Walls,

and Driveways ! 

Serving Alexandria and Fairfax county.
From $13 a square foot. 

Includes removal of old surface!

Contact Dan @ 
202-957-1520 

“Bo” the 
landscape dog

Mt Diablo Landscaping

EV
E 2014 NEW 

YEAR’S 
4–Course Elegant Dinner  •  DJ  &  Dancing   

Party Favors  •  Champagne Toast    
Rooftop View of Alexandria’s Fireworks  

 

$80 per person / $110 with Wine or Beer Pairings 
Call for Reservations  

A La Carte Menu Available until 7pm 
www.theismanns.com  •  703-739-0777 

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 4-9pm 
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You know  
how you get 

letters saying,  
‘Please contact your 
congressman for 
support.’ We didn’t 
have to, because he 
was already out there. 
On any good cause, you’d look and 
there was Jim Moran, out there 
fighting for it in meaningful ways.” 

- Del Pepper, City councilor

TimesIn Your

Congratulations to Joe Cantwell
for winning December’s Photo Contest!

January’s Theme: Something New,
Something Blue

(New Year’s Resolutions, Rebirth, Refresh,  
Renew with a hint of blue) 

Send us your photo to win  
1 month Free membership at connect113 for 

any month of your choice during 2015! 

Winning PhOTO
The Alexandria Times Photo Contest

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

Sponsored By:

Show us how you connect to  
the Alexandria waterfront!

JanuarY

file photo
TITANS ENJOY BOWL SEASON Members of the T.C. Williams marching band saw the culmination 
of years of practice and hard work when the group was invited to perform during the Sugar Bowl 
halftime show in New Orleans. The only high school band hailing from Virginia, students got to talk 
shop with students from schools around the country, as well as learn from the Big Easy’s diverse 
community of homegrown professional musicians.

MORAN ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8), who 
represented Alexandria for more than two decades, announced he 
would step down from his post at the end of his term. Within hours, the 
rumor mill churned into motion, as residents and political watchers alike 
braced themselves for a crowded field of primary contenders.

T.C. LIGHTS DEBATE 
REVIVED Following a 
debate over the instal-
lation of lights on T.C.  
Williams’ tennis courts 
last year, Mayor Bill Euille 
said that it’s time for the  
city to revisit whether 
lights should be banned 
from the Titans football 
stadium. Although sup-
porters said T.C. student 
athletes deserve to be 
able to play at night, 
neighbors said perma-
nent stadium lights 
would amount to reneg-
ing on a decades-old 
agreement with Semi-
nary Hill residents.

FIRST WATERFRONT HOTEL 
APPROVED City councilors 
voted 6-0 to approve Carr City 
Centers’ proposal for a 120-
room boutique hotel over the 
objections of some neighbors. 
The project marked the first 
major redevelopment under 
the city’s new and controver-
sial waterfront plan, and many 
saw it as a test case as to how 
proposals along the Potomac 
would be evaluated. 

Taken December 1st at Ford’s Landing.

file image
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Fine jewelry doorbusters are only at stores that carry fine jewelry. Returns must include 75% off 2nd bras. ➤ Reg. & oRig. pRices aRe offeRing pRices and savings may not 
be based on actual sales. some oRig. pRices not in effect duRing the past 90 days. one day sale pRices in effect 1/2 & 1/3/2015.  *intermediate price reductions 
may have been taken. ‡all carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance may be .05 carat. Jewelry photos may be enlarged or enhanced to show detail. fine jewelry at select stores; 
log on to macys.com for locations. almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty & require special care, log on to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. 
extra savings are taken off already-reduced prices; “doorbuster” prices reflect extra savings. doorbuster items are available while supplies last. advertised merchandise may not be carried 
at your local macy’s & selection may vary by store. prices & merchandise may differ at macys.com. electric items & luggage carry mfrs’ warranties; to see a mfr’s warranty at no charge 
before purchasing, visit a store or write to: macy’s Warranty dept., po box 1026, maryland heights, mo 63043, attn: consumer Warranties. n4110096.

or, EXTrA sAvings fridAy And sATurdAy unTil 2pm
sAvings pAss discounTs do noT Apply To doorbusTErs & dEAls of ThE dAy.

Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, 
furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, electrics/
electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic apparel, shoes 
and accessories, Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, 
jewelry trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field, previous 
purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special 
purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, 
except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are 
allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on 
receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and 
may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or 
applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must 
be $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees.  

cannot be used on doorbusters  
or deals of the day

your Purchase of $50 or More. 
valid 1/2 ‘til 2PM or 1/3/15 ‘til 2PM. 
liMit one Per custoMer.

$2O Off

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL
ANd SELECt homE itEmS!

Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, 
furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, electrics/
electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic apparel, shoes 
and accessories, Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, 
jewelry trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field, previous 
purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special 
purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, 
except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are 
allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on 
receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and 
may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or 
applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must 
be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees.  

valid 1/2 ‘til 2PM or 1/3/15 ‘til 2PM. 
liMit one Per custoMer. 

wow! $1O Off wow! $2O Off

$1O Off

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL  
ANd SELECt homE itEmS!

your Purchase of $25 or More. 

cannot be used on doorbusters  
or deals of the day

oPEN A MACY’S ACCoUNT FoR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP To $100, wITH MoRE REwARDS To CoME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit 
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & 
wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

doorbusTEr 
2O% Off
rEgulAr & sAlE pricEs

sElEcTions for hEr:
fAmous mAkEr & dEsignEr 
collEcTions for missEs,  
pETiTEs & womEn; drEssEs;  
suiTs; cArEEr sporTswEAr; 
impulsE hAndbAgs

doorbusTEr 
25% Off
rEgulAr & sAlE pricEs

sElEcTions for hEr:
sporTswEAr for missEs,  
pETiTEs & womEn

doorbuster 
19.99 dress shirts Or ties
Reg. $45-52.50, after 2pm: 
22.50-26.25. From our Alfani Red 
(H 1592808) & Club Room. Van 
heusen dress shirts. doorbuster 
19.99. Reg. $45, after 2pm: 22.50.

doorbuster 
69.99 tOmmy hilfiger 
Reg. $295, after 2pm: 99.99. 
Sportcoats. H 879915.

doorbuster 
75% off clearance dresses
doorbuster 17.25-49.50. orig.* $69-
$198, after 2pm: 24.15-58.80. Wraps, 
shifts, sheaths & more. misses & petites. 
Women’s prices slightly higher.

doorbuster 
89.99 cOats
Reg./orig.* $225, after 
2pm: 112.50. down and 
wool-blend styles. misses. 
H 1538018.

doorbuster 
19.99 handbags 
Reg. $58-$128,  after 2pm:  
41.40-76.80. From our  
Giani Bernini & more. 
H 1670435.

doorbuster 
69.99 diamOnd bracelet
Reg. $250, after 2pm: 93.75. 
Victoria townsend 1 ct. t.w.‡   

rose-cut in 18k gold over  
silverplated brass (H1057515)  
or silverplated brass (H 1057516).

doorbuster 
$69 cultured  
freshwater pearls
Reg. $300, after 2pm: 
112.50. only at Macy’s.
Belle de mer 54" 7-8mm 
endless strand. H 665187.

doorbuster 
$199 diamOnd earrings 
Reg. $800, after 2pm: $420.  
trumiracle® 1/2 ct. t.w.‡ in 
14k white gold.  
H 1368261.

doorbuster 
2 for 24.99 select bras
Reg. $33-$40 ea., after 2pm: buy 1, 
get 75% off 2nd. Vanity Fair®, Bali®, 
maidenform® & more. Shown:  
Vanity Fair® . Body Caress.  
H 310350.

doorbuster 
60% off all pillOws
doorbuster 7.99-167.99. Reg.  
$20-$420, after 2pm: 9.99- 
209.99. All memory foam,  
down, feather & polyester  
fills. H 139810.

doorbuster 
39.99 all 8-pc. bed 
ensembles
only at Macy’s. By Fairfield Square 
Collection. Reg. $100, after 2pm: 
59.99. Full-king. Shown: Norwood.  
H 616368. twin also on doorbuster.

doorbuster 
17.99 kitchen chOices
Reg. 39.99,  after 2pm: 29.99.  
Black & decker coffeemaker, 
#dLX1050B (H 833512)  
or Bella skillet, #13820.  
(H 721877).

doorbuster 
65% to 75% off 
all tag luggage
doorbuster 49.99-99.99. 
Reg. $200-$300, after 2pm: 99.99-
149.99. only at Macy’s. Shown: 
tag Coronado. H 325390.

sATurdAy, jAnuAry 3 shop 9Am-1opm (iT’s A sAlE Too big To fiT in A dAy!)

Also shop fridAy, jAnuAry 2 from 1oAm-1opm hours may vary by store. visit macys.com & 
click on stores for local information. 

free shiPPinG & free returns at macys.com. free shiPPinG with $99 Purchase. free returns by mail or in-store.  
u.s. only. exclusions aPPly; details at macys.com/freereturns

doorbusTErs 1oAm-2pm fridAy & 9Am-2pm sATurdAy 
gET hErE EArly, whilE ThEy lAsT!

firsT onE dAy sAlE of ThE 
nEw yEAr

doorbuster 
14.99 men’s sweaters
Reg. $60-$75, after 2pm: 19.99. 
From WP Weatherproof, 
Geoffrey Beene & more. 
H 955408.

doorbuster 
65% off Outerwear
doorbuster 87.50-96.25. 
Reg. $250-$275, after 2pm:  
$125-137.50. Wool-blend styles  
from Nautica, tommy hilfiger 
and more. H 1530115. 

doorbuster 
29.99 select shOes
Reg. $39-$99, after 2pm:  
34.99-49.99. only at Macy’s. 
From top: our Style & Co. mabbel 
(H 1491538) & Witty (H 416651); & 
Karen Scott milann (H 1491455).

N4110096D.indd   1 12/23/14   3:33 PM
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[First lady Michelle 
Obama] said the pay 

grade [for officers with a 
college degree] is like night 
and day. i had been thinking 
of going straight into the 
military, but now i think i’ll 
get my degree first.” 
- Collin Bendinelli, T.C. Williams student

FEBruarY

file photo
LADY TITANS FALL IN FINALS In a banner year for the T.C. 
Williams girls basketball team, the squad capped off their 20-5 
season with a trip to the conference finals. The team enjoyed a 
15-game winning streak in the run-up to the game, but in their 
third contest against rival West Springfield the Lady Titans lost by 
a score of 70-58.

file photo
IN BROAD DAYLIGHT Alexandria residents were horrified 
when news spread that beloved music teacher Ruthanne Lo-
dato had been gunned down in her home on a sunny Thursday 
morning. The shooting sparked a manhunt across the usually 
quiet North Ridge neighborhood and sparked speculation that 
a serial killer could be on the loose, given the crime’s apparent 
similarity to the slaying of local transit guru Ronald Kirby just 
three months earlier.

file photo

FIRST LADY VISITS T.C. STUDENTS First lady Michelle Obama paid a visit to T.C. Williams to talk 
about the importance of higher education. She spoke with students and their parents about their post-
high school ambitions, and helped them fill out federal financial aid forms.

 YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

Take a tour to see everything YMCA Alexandria
now offers you and your family! 

• Expanded Wellness Floor 
• Renovated Indoor Pool 
• Enhanced member connection area 
• Expanded weekday hours 
• Enhanced child care area 

 ONE WEEK GUEST PASS 

This pass entitles you to seven (7) consecutive days of 
access to the YMCA Alexandria branch. Must be at least 
18 years old and a local resident. Guests are limited to 
one pass redemption during any one-year period. 

 
YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

420 East Monroe Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
(703) 838-8085  www.ymcadc.org 

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  
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ACPS officials consider 

reconsolidating divided 

middle schools

By erich wagner 

 

 A scant few years after edu-

cational officials broke the city’s 

two middle schools up into five 

entities, the experiment looks 

close to an end. 

 The Alexandria City School 

Board is considering recombin-

ing George Washington and Fran-

cis C. Hammond middle schools 

in an effort to improve academic 

performance at both campuses.

 Splitting George Washington 

and Francis C. Hammond into mul-

tiple schools — two at the former 

and three at the latter — within the 

existing buildings was a landmark 

initiative for former Superinten-

dent Morton Sherman.  

 But in recent years, students 

at the schools have struggled. 

Four out of the five institutions 

were accredited “with warning” 

in math last year.

 Alexandria City Public 

Schools officials outlined their re-

organizational plan to the school 

board at a February 6 meeting. 

Each middle school would fall 

under the leadership of a head 

principal, who directs the overall 

direction of the institution, while 

three academic principals would 

work at the classroom level, sup-

Two-school  
solution

In broad daylight

photo/erich wagner

The fatal shooting of North Ridge resident Ruthanne Lodato on February 6 triggered a massive 

investigation and manhunt by local police. Investigators have circulated a composite sketch in 

an effort to apprehend the suspect. 

[we’re] 

working 

around the clock, 

and we will continue 

to do that until there 

is no further place 

to go. ... Lock your 

doors and windows 

and make sure you 

know who is on the 

other side of the 

door if possible.”

 - earl cook 

alexandria Police chief 

Daytime homicide 

shakes North ridge 

community 

By erich wagner 

 

 City Councilor and North 

Ridge resident Tim Lovain 

said that until recently, his 

neighborhood was renowned 

for peace and quiet.

 “I remember a civic ac-

tivist who used to call it 

‘Happy Land,’” he said. 

“That’s why this is so espe-

cially surprising.”

 North Ridge’s quiet 

residential veneer was shat-

tered February 6, when a 

man knocked on the door 

of 59-year-old piano teacher 

Ruthanne Lodato’s home 

and shot her and a caretaker 

when they answered. Lodato 

succumbed to her injuries; 

the second victim is recover-

ing at a local hospital.

 With many residents still 

in shock, police and city of-

ficials gave neighbors an op-

portunity to ask questions 

about the investigation at 

a hastily planned meeting 

Monday night hosted by the 

North Ridge Citizens’ Asso-

ciation at the Beverley Hills 

Community United Method-

ist Church.

 Police Chief Earl Cook 

had few new details about 

the case Monday. But he 

said investigators remain 

on the lookout for a suspect 

described as an older white 

balding man with a gray 

beard, possibly wearing a tan 

jacket.
 Cook has increased pa-

trols in the neighborhood 

and encouraged residents to 

keep vigilant. The depart-

ment is getting help from the 

FBI and state police.

 “We’ve increased our 

presence not only in North 

Ridge, but [also] in the ad-

joining neighborhoods and 

elsewhere in the city,” Cook 

SEE shooting | 7

SEE schooLs | 9

Bradlee Shopping Center

3690-J King Street

Alexandria, VA 22302

Phone: 703-820-8600

1600-A Belle View Blvd. 

Alexandria, VA 22307

Phone: 571-384-6880

Belle View Shopping Center

image/apd



aLEXaNDrIa TIMES    JaNuary 1, 2015 | 7 

file photo

CRAWLEY APPOINTED SCHOOLS CHIEF  Following a months-long nationwide search, the Alexan-
dria School Board chose interim Superintendent Alvin Crawley to lead the city’s public school system 
on a permanent basis. Crawley had previously served as interim superintendent for Prince George’s 
County Public Schools, and held a number of administrative positions in both Prince George’s County 
and D.C. public schools.

file photo

A BREAK IN THE CASE After weeks of speculation about the 
similarity between two recent homicides, police announced they 
had found a link between the killings of Ruthanne Lodato and 
Ronald Kirby — and the decade-old Nancy Dunning case — in 
the form of ballistics evidence. And a week later, police in West 
Virginia arrested former fringe mayoral candidate Charles Sev-
erance on a weapons charge and quickly revealed him to be a 
potential suspect in the slayings.

MarCh

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ New Homes for the New Year ~
Please remember the homeless pets of our city 
when making your year-end tax-deductible charitable 
contributions. Even a small gift to the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria can help to ensure a clean,  

safe haven for our waiting pets.

www.alexaNdriaaNimals.org 
or pHoNe 703-746-4774.

THaNK YoU 
aNd HappY New Year, from all of THe caTs, dogs, 

rabbiTs, gerbils aNd frieNds, Here aT THe awla.

BOAT CLUB AGREES TO LAND SWAP Members of the 
Old Dominion Boat Club agreed to a deal to swap waterfront 
properties with City Hall, ending years of fighting with officials.  
The boat club will take over and revamp the Beachcomber prop-
erty, while the old clubhouse will be demolished to make way for 
a public plaza along the Potomac shoreline.

COUNCIL APPROVES KING STREET BIKE LANES 
After months of heated debate, city councilors voted 
unanimously to add bike lanes to a stretch of upper King 
Street in the Taylor Run and Rosemont neighborhoods. 
Some residents bemoaned the loss of parking along one 
side of the stretch of roadway, but opponents were able 
to secure some pedestrian upgrades in the deal.

file photo

file photo

i think it’s important 
to listen to people, 

because we grow primarily 
by learning from each 
other. [My outreach] will 
continue going forward, 
because i want to talk to 
staff and students to ask, 
‘is it working?’” 

- alvin Crawley
Superintendent, alexandria City 

Public Schools
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Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
If you’ve been thinking about moving to the Hermitage, 

now is one of the best times ever. We’re offering special 
incentives on our beautiful featured apartments.

And once you’ve settled in, you’ll discover why many 
people like you have made the move: the chance to experi-
ence a new lifestyle with an array of services and ameni-
ties. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who appreciates the 
freedom from home maintenance and the opportunity to 
participate in clubs and social activities. Our residents also 
rave about our superb dining service, our courteous and 
helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring and security 
that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h
Move into one  
of our featured 
apartments by 
spring and take 

advantage of   
special incentives, 

saving you  
thousands. 

Call  
703-797-3814  

for details. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  

aPril

file photo
CLUB HOCKEY TEAM MAKES HISTORY The Alexandria-based North-
ern Virginia Ice Dogs, an under-16 travelling hockey team, finished third 
at USA Hockey’s national tournament. It was the first year the team even 
qualified for the tournament, and players attributed their success to their 
years of experience and comfort with playing with one another.

file photo
LIFE IN THE LAB MIT scientist Tyler DeWitt visited a science class 
at the T.C. Williams Minnie Howard campus to discuss his work 
studying bacteria and show students what a career in science 
can be like. DeWitt said traditional classroom science lessons 
can seem esoteric, so it is important that children understand the 
hands-on applications, or the “fun side,” as he described it.

THE BOX, BANNED As legislators in Richmond  
debated — and ultimately failed to pass — legisla-
tion that would drop questions about prior crimi-
nal convictions from state employment applica-
tions, City Manager Rashad Young announced 

he would voluntarily drop “the box” from applications for 
city jobs. Ex-offenders and advocates argue such questions  
unfairly prevent reformed ex-cons from being considered for 
positions for which they are otherwise well qualified.

RED LIGHT CAMERAS PROVE INEFFECTIVE A Times investi-
gation of red light cameras in Alexandria revealed that — as city 
councilors considered adding more cameras to city intersections 
— the ones already in place did little to reduce accidents. Crash 
statistics showed that after an initial decline, crashes at intersec-
tions with cameras actually increased to levels higher than before 
the cameras were installed.

Total distribution
19,311 copies
Publication dates
1/15, 1/22, 1/29

    rESTauraNT WEEk 2015
    reserve Your restaurant’s spot in  
       the alexandria times restaurant Guide!  
       contact US at 703.739.0001 or SaleS@alextimeS.com
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TAXES INCREASE AGAIN Despite directing city staff to craft 
a budget without tweaking real estate tax rates, city coun-
cilors authorized a half-cent increase as part of an effort to 
restore funding to popular city services. Among the programs 
restored in the $636.8 million fiscal 2015 budget were senior 
rent relief and a proposal to shift the cost of life insurance 
premiums for former city workers onto retirees.

POLICE RETHINK DATA RETENTION Following months of news 
outlets exploring the issue of automated license plate read-
ers, which record the times and locations of parked cars, Alex-
andria police revised their policy for how long to keep license 
plate data: from four years down to six months. Critics had 
argued the practice invades the privacy of law-abiding resi-
dents, so local police departments across the D.C. area put 
their heads together to formulate a policy to ameliorate some 
of their concerns.

file photo
FOOD TRUCKS GET THE GREEN LIGHT After years of debate be-
tween food truck operators, residents and brick-and-mortar res-
taurateurs, city councilors approved regulations for a pilot pro-
gram that would allow mobile eateries into the Port City. Although 
street-side vending was still off limits, food trucks were given the 
go ahead to sell their wares at farmers markets, parks and other 
public parking lots.

MaY

w w w . s i m p l y p e r f e c t s o f a . c o m

Custom-made and custom-sized furniture line carried 
exclusively at Reunions Neighborhood Specialty Shop.

Perfect Proportions.      Perfect Options.     Perfect Comfort.      Perfect Construction.

Reunions   |   1709 Centre Plaza Alexandria VA 22302   |   703-931-8161

Order online or in 

the store by Jan. 15th 

and receive a $100 

Reunions gift card!

growing up in West Virginia, i was bullied and 
picked on. now, when i walk down Fifth avenue 
[in new York City], people call out my name.  
Truly, i’m blessed.”                                       

- Monte Durham

THE FULL MONTE 
Alexandria resident 
Monte Durham has 

grown to national 
fame with the  

success of TLC’s 
“Say Yes to the 

Dress: Atlanta,” but 
said he has learned 

to juggle accom-
modating fans while 

maintaining the  
privacy of his  
personal life.

 OnlinE  
all the time  

 alextimes.com
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CalEnDar 

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

for tickets & info visit 

thecarlyleclub.com

The Premier

dINING & 
sPECIAL 

EvEnt vEnuE 

411 John Carlyle St.
Alexandria, VA

703-548-8899

12/31

1/02

1/11

NEw yEAr’s EvE
GALA wIth

doC sCANtLIN 

 Wednesday at 8pm 
Tickets $220 per person 

+ tax and gratuity

BroAdsouNd 

 Friday at 8pm  
Tickets $20 

A trIButE to
PAttI LABELLE,  

tINA turNEr, ANItA 
BAkEr ANd  

ChAkA khAN

 Sunday at 6:30pm 
Tickets $30 

The Game’s Afoot     1/17 - 2/7

Also known as “Holmes for the Holidays,” this 
comedy/thriller by Ken Ludwig is murderously 
funny, witty and fast-paced! It’s 1936 and 
Broadway star William Gillette, admired the 
world over for his leading role in the play 
Sherlock Holmes, has invited his fellow cast 
members to his Connecticut castle for a weekend 
of revelry. But when one of the guests ends 
up dead, the festivities in this isolated house 
of tricks and mirrors quickly turns dangerous. 

Gillette takes it upon himself to assume the persona of his beloved 
Holmes, to track down the killer before his next victim appears. 
The danger and hilarity are non-stop in this glittering whodunit. 

The Game’s Afoot     1/17 - 2/7

Also known as “Holmes for the Holidays,” this 
comedy/thriller by Ken Ludwig is murderously 
funny, witty and fast-paced! It’s 1936 and 
Broadway star William Gillette, admired the 
world over for his leading role in the play 
Sherlock Holmes, has invited his fellow cast 
members to his Connecticut castle for a weekend 
of revelry. But when one of the guests ends 
up dead, the festivities in this isolated house 
of tricks and mirrors quickly turns dangerous. 

Gillette takes it upon himself to assume the persona of his beloved 

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 
WWW.THELITTLETHEATRE.COM

 Each Monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walkers 
through 36 months) have fun in Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom. 
Playtime features a craft table, book 
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

 now to January 6

CHRISTMAS AT MOUNT VERNON 
Celebrate Christmas at Mount Vernon 
with themed decorations, 12 Christmas 
trees and historical chocolate-making. 
Tour the rarely-open third floor of the 
mansion and learn how the Washing-
tons celebrated Christmas.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org

 December 31

ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY 
FIRST NIGHT FAMILY PROGRAM 
Learn about Alexandria’s salt-glazed 
stoneware potters at this fun, hands-on 
First Night Alexandria program. Discover 
the unique styles and techniques be-
tween H.C. Smith (1825-1841) and B.C. 
Milburn (1841-1876), and create your 
own take-home design on paper using 
markers, paint, or both at this free, 
family-friendly activity.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER 
CRUISE Ring in the New Year on the 
Potomac aboard Nina’s Dandy on a 
four-hour cruise past D.C.’s monuments. 
Tickets cost $190 and include a four-
hour cruise, five-course meal, open bar, 
tax and tip.
Time: Boarding at 7:30 p.m.

Location: Dandy Restaurant Cruise 
Ships, Zero Prince St.
Information: 703-683-6076 or www.
dandydinnerboat.com

 December 31-January 1

FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA  
A family-friendly celebration of the New 
Year through the performing arts and 
other activities.
Time: Noon Wednesday to 12:15 a.m. 
Thursday
Location: Various throughout Old Town
Information: 703-746-3301 or adorman 
@meetingsandeventsofdistinction.com

 January 7

ELECTRIFY YOUR STRINGS 
Violinist Mark Wood from the Trans-
Siberian Orchestra leads Alexandria City 
Public Schools in an Electrify your Strings 
concert, a high-energy music education 
program. Tickets cost $5 and can be 
purchased at the door.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Francis C. Hammond Middle 
School, 4646 Seminary Road
Information: 703-619-8003

 January 8-22

CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE 
CLASSES In preparation for the Civil 
War Ball on January 24 learn the waltz, 
polka, Virginia Reel and more from an 
expert dance master.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

 January 8

FORD EVENING BOOK TALK 
Turk McCleskey discusses his book, 
“The Road to Black Ned’s Forge: A Story 
of Race, Sex, and Trade on the Colonial 
American Frontier,” at the Fred W. Smith 
National Library.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org

 January 10

FUN WITH NEEDLEWORK 
WORKSHOP Learn about 18th-
century samplers and begin your very 
own Carlyle House cross-stitch project. A 
materials kit is included in the admission 
price. Reservations are required.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997 or www.
carlylehouse.org

CHORDS OF COURAGE The 
stories of people who have performed 
an act of courage and suffered in the 
process or performed an act of inspira-
tion born of tragedy. Founder Caron Dale 
will be joined by other folk musicians 
and Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg, who is 
a special guest.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Church of St. Clement, 1701 
N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-380-3151 or www.
focusmusic.org/venue_alexandria.php

 January 11

WINTER WARMER LADIES TEA 
Choose from a variety of 18th-century 
desserts while you sip John Gadsby’s 
special blend of tea or take a cup of 
American Heritage Chocolate. Historic 
guest Dolley Madison will catch you up 
on the latest Alexandria news during the 
tea. Admission costs $35.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

 January 22

WHEN THE UNITED STATES 
SPOKE FRENCH The Alexandria-
Caen Sister City Committee presents 
a lecture with François Furstenberg, 
Professor of History at Johns Hopkins 
University. A wine and dessert reception 
follows. Admission is free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 202-203-0177 or alexan-
driacaensistercities@gmail.com

 January 24

CIVIL WAR BALL Enjoy an evening 
from the 1860s in the historic Gadsby’s 
Tavern ballroom at the Civil War Ball. 
The event will include live music, dance 
instruction, and period desserts. Period 
attire, either civilian or military, is 
encouraged.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gadsbys.
tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.gads-
bystavern.org

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 
ANNUAL DINNER The Dunbar 
Alexandria-Olympic Branch will host its 
annual Dinner and Dance charity event. 
Enjoy dinner, dancing and appearances 
by young club members. Tickets are 
$125 or $150 for VIP access.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Carlyle Club, 411 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-217-7763, 703-801-
2216, cbrodeur@bgcgw.org or jalmond@
bgcgw.org

 January 26
 
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

 January 27

THE MAKING OF AN EXHIBIT  
A chance for Alexandria homeschool 
families to meet the curator of The Ly-
ceum’s new exhibit, Explore the Attic, and 
learn how an exhibit goes from concept 
to script to objects on display. Tickets cost 
$8 per child, adults are free of charge.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or shop.
alexandriava.gov

MUSIC AT MOUNT VERNON 
CONCERT SERIES Three concerts 
of chamber music, performed by 
members of the National Symphony 
Orchestra. Each performance is pref-
aced by a brief piece of Mount Vernon 
history, while afterwards guests enjoy 
champagne and gourmet chocolates 
with the musicians.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org

 January 28

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

 January 29-February 14

BIRTHNIGHT BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for the Birth-
night Ball on February 14, learn 18th-
century English country dancing from 
expert dance instructors.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.shop.alexandriava.gov

 January 31
 
PREPARING FOR A BALL  
Explore the tavern where famous galas 
like George Washington’s Birthnight 
Ball were held and practice the tasks 
involved in preparing for a ball. The 
day includes an 18th century dance 
lesson and a craft to take home, with 
new groups starting every 45 minutes. 
Reservations are required.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4739 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov
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20% Discount on first visit!

S O L S T I C E

Massage

311 N. Washington Street
Lower Right

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

301.915.4590

Hours: M-Sat 9am- 8pm

O f f E r I n g

Swedish Deep Tissue Massage

Foot Reflexology 

Aromatherapy (used in all work)

file photo

BEYER MOVES AHEAD  Former Lt. Gov. Don Beyer came away from the Democratic congressional 
primary head and shoulders above the competition, moving one step closer to take over for retiring 
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8). Thanks in part to a heavy fundraising advantage, Beyer easily defeated a 
crowded field of candidates, including Mayor Bill Euille.

file photo

TORPEDO FACTORY CELEBRATES MILESTONE Leaders at the Torpedo Factory Art Center celebrated 
their 40th anniversary the best way they knew how: with art. Officials commissioned a mural by local 
artist Rachel Kerwin, which was completed under the eyes of visitors to the creative hub.

JunE

OEI RULED UNCONSTITU-
TIONAL The law that threat-
ened to wrest control of the 
struggling Jefferson Houston 
School from Alexandria City 
Public Schools became moot, 
as a Norfolk Circuit Court 
judge ruled the controversial 
Opportunity Educational In-
stitution unconstitutionally 
“usurped” local governments’ 
authority. Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
(D) would eventually decide 
not to appeal the ruling, effec-
tively killing the controversial 
fledgling agency.

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA  
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 

Lithophanes date 
from the 1820s, an 
art form of carving 
di�erent layers of 
porcelain. The glow 
makes a wonderful 
night light. 

New Night Lights  

file photo

TITANS TRIUMPHANT 
The T.C. Williams boys 
soccer team finished 
a phenomenal season 
on a high note, beating 
Washington-Lee 2-0 to 
win the state champi-
onship. Eryk William-
son led the team to the 
school’s first champi-
onship in the sport, 
scoring the first of the 
Titans’ two goals in the 
contest.
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WEST END HOMICIDE Asabech Abayneh, 43, was found 
dead in her apartment on the 5600 block of Derby Court in the  
West End. An autopsy revealed Abayneh was strangled to 
death. The case remains unsolved.

photo/susan hale thomas

DOMINION HITS THE THIRD RAIL Dominion Virginia Power announced plans to run a 230-kilovolt 
transmission line through Alexandria. Without any specifics from the utility, city councilors feared the 
company would try to run the cable from its Arlington County substation to the site of the closed GenOn 
coal-fired power plant without regard for its impact on local neighborhoods.

file photo

RENOVATIONS TORPEDOED City councilors dealt a setback to 
the Torpedo Factory Art Center’s renovation plans. CEO Eric Wall-
ner sought $137,000 to jump-start long-sought upgrades at the 
creative hub, but his request was tabled because it came just 
weeks after city councilors had settled on a fiscal 2015 budget.

file photo

DONE DEAL  Members of the Old 
Dominion Boat Club ratified its 
deal with City Hall to trade their 
waterfront clubhouse for the near-
by Beachcomber property and $5 
million. The terms of the agree-
ment allow the boat club to remain 
at its current location at the bot-
tom of King Street rent-free until 
the club can build its new head-
quarters at the corner of Prince 
Street and The Strand.

Indoor Storage – del ray

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

Faster, easier ways 
to save. Welcome 
to the modern world.

Call 1-800-814-5131 to see 
how much you could save 
on car insurance.

Not available in all states. Savings may vary.
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AHEAD OF HIS TIME  City officials and local dignitaries commem-
orated the 75th anniversary of the Samuel W. Tucker 1939 library 
sit-in at a ceremony at the Barrett Branch, formerly known as the 
Alexandria Library. Tucker, a local attorney, sent five young black 
men into a whites-only city library and had each ask for a bor-
rower’s card. The men all were denied, but each sat down to read 
anyway. They were charged with disorderly conduct and escorted 
from the library, but the sit-in marked an early example of peace-
ful protest and civil disobedience.

auguST
ON THE ROPES After the city pushed for significant operational 
changes in the club’s lease deal driven by its “cost recovery” ini-
tiative, the Alexandria Boxing Club was forced to negotiate a new 
lease with City Hall.  The plan was outlined in a memo in the sum-
mer of 2013 that noted the city recouped only 12 percent of its op-
erating budget through fees and charges, compared to 34 percent 
for recreation departments nationwide. The future of prestigious 
sparring ground for young boxers remains unclear.

Depending on how the template interprets the layout, adjustments may be necessary for your ad
size.  These adjustments may involve lining up the green bar  and adjusting the placement of the
logo or text.

To change the text, double click on it and an inspector box will open.  Type in your text, or cut and
paste from another document. Close the box after saving your changes.

The background may be changed by double clicking on the picture. When the inspector box opens
up, select your image by clicking on it. Click "Apply" at the bottom and then click "OK" to close
the inspector.

The blue line around the ad is the bleed line.  The default bleed is set to .125". If your ad has a
different bleed, or no bleed, change or remove the bleed as follows:

1) Double click the red "Document Settings" link at the top of the page.

2) When the inspector box opens set the bleed and trim to 0.  If the ad has a different bleed amount,
type it into the bleed box.

3) Click "Ok" and close the window.

These ads are on an approval loop so we can check layouts.  Please allow 24 hours after finishing
your ad for proof and approval. Ads submitted on Friday will be proofed and returned by end of
day the following Monday.

Call Today: 7036830777
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106,
Alexandria, VA, 22314

New clients only. May not be combined with any other offers or discounts.

Complimentary Fitness
Consultation PLUS $225
off 36 or more sessions

Limited Time Offer

WE KNOW YOU'RE BETTER THAN A GENERIC
FITNESS ROUTINE

    If you put in the work,
    you should get the results.

TEST SCORES STAGNATE Although a few Alexandria City Public Schools state test scores 
showed dramatic improvement, the district’s overall scores barely budged on a newly re-
leased Standards of Learning test results. Patrick Henry Elementary School made sharp 
gains, but many schools saw their test scores slump.

i don’t think it’s fair. it’s real hush, 
hush. i think they should give the 
community a chance to voice their 

opinion and they don’t want to do that 
because they realize everybody’s going to 
be against it.”                

 - Keith Johnson 
alexandria Boxing Club parent 

file photo

NEW JEFFERSON HOUSTON 
OPENS Construction workers 
put the finishing touches on 
the new $44.2 million Jeffer-
son Houston School building, 
which opened just in time for 
the start of fall classes. The 
school will serve some 800 
students from pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade. 
School officials were bracing 
for a bump in the number of 
students on the rolls, but said 
they were prepared thanks to 
a bevy of construction projects 
and a more thorough examina-
tion of enrollment figures.
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THE BRITISH ARE BACK 
Alexandria commemorated 
the 200th anniversary of its 
brief time in the spotlight 
during the War of 1812 with 
a weekend full of festivities 
for residents. The Port City 
marked the day with a per-
formance by the U.S. Army’s 
Old Guard Fife and Drum, 
period reenactors, tours on 
the Jolly Boat Vigilant, a 
recreation of a vessel used 
by the British ship Colum-
bia to ferry supplies to and 
from shore, and a tug of war 
between the Alexandria fire-
fighters and members of the 
British Embassy.

OFFICERS LOBBY FOR PAY 
RAISE City police officers peti-
tioned Alexandria’s top elected 
officials for pay raises after years 
of forgoing wage bumps. Citing 
slipping morale and a worsening 
brain drain, leaders of local police 
organizations and unions asked 
city councilors to increase their 
pay to a level on par with neigh-
boring jurisdictions.

file photo

SEVERANCE CHARGED Alexandria police announced the indict-
ment of former fringe mayoral candidate Charles Severance on mul-
tiple murder charges in connection to the deaths of Nancy Dunning 
in 2003, Ronald Kirby in 2013, and Ruthanne Lodato in February. 
The killings sparked fear and vigilance from residents because of 
the brazen nature of the crimes; in each case, the suspect allegedly 
shot the victim in their own homes in broad daylight.

www.saintanselms.org

Open House: January 11, 1-3 pm

St. Anselm’s 
Abbey School.

Where a rigorous curriculum  
keeps students challenged and engaged. 

Where a warm community 
encourages every boy to be himself.    

Where dozens of sports, arts, and clubs  
give rise to confident leaders.  

Where a strong Benedictine tradition 
grounds values and inspires faith.

Where Bright Boys Become 
Exceptional Men. 

.

shuttle
 available 

From  NoVa
 and Metro

A NEW PHILOSOPHY FOR JEFFERSON-HOUSTON Chris-
topher Phillips was appointed principal of the recently recon-
structed Jefferson-Houston School. The school has struggled 
to meet state and federal benchmarks determined by stu-
dents’ performance on standardized tests, but Phillips said 
he planned to focus on getting students to master course ma-
terial, not just pass a standardized test.

D.C. OFFICIAL KILLED A 
high-ranking D.C. corrections 
official was found slain in her 
Seminary Hill home, but in-
vestigators quickly brought a 
suspect into custody. Officers 
responded to 4800 block of 
Kenmore Ave. to assist para-
medics and found 64-year-old 
Carolyn Cross, deputy director 
for the D.C. Department of Cor-
rections, who was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Police 
charged Dawit Seyoum, 29 of 
Alexandria, with first-degree 
murder. The suspect did not 
know the victim, investigators 
said.

THE FIGHT FOR T.C. LIGHTS Officials with Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools sought to reassure residents in late September that 
lights at T.C. Williams’ football stadium would not cause year-round 
nighttime use of the field. Seminary Hill residents continued to 
question the validity of the district’s report on the controversial 

proposal, particularly when it came to light pollution, but board 
members eventually voted to prepare 

an application to city leaders de-
spite those objections.

file photo
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UTILITY SENDS MIXED SIG-
NALS Dominion Virginia Power’s 
proposed transmission line 
caused worry amongst city coun-
cilors. The heavily trafficked 
U.S. Route 1 was one of nine 
routes floated by the utility for 
a planned 230-kilovolt trans-
mission line linking Dominion’s 
South Glebe Road substation 
and a Pepco substation on the 
site of the closed GenOn pow-
er plant. Meanwhile, the util-
ity volunteered to transform the 
courtyard of George Washington 
Middle School into an outdoor 
classroom, something Dominion 
officials denied was linked to its 
power line project.

OCTOBEr

file photo

OLD TOWN THEATER FOR SALE  The historic Old Town Theater went on the market for $3.5 million 
after what was said to be temporary closure by owner Rob Kaufman. Kaufman bought the property 
in 2011, and considered turning it into a retail space, but public outcry convinced him to restore the 
property to it historic glory as an arts venue. But despite multiple management shakeups, the theater 
struggled to attract a following.

LABOY SHOOTER DECLARED INSANE A judge ac-
quitted Kashif Bashir, 29, the gunman who shot veter-
an police officer Peter Laboy in the head during a 2013 

traffic stop, of attempted 
murder. The judge ruled 
Bashir was insane at the 
time of the crime after 
psychiatric experts testi-
fied Bashir suffered from 
severe schizophrenia. Of-
ficer Laboy has made a re-
markable recovery since 
the shooting, but his wife, 
Suzanne Laboy, has said 
his condition remains a 
daily struggle.

ARLANDRIA HOMICIDE SOLVED WITH MASSIVE GANG 
INDICTMENT Three men were accused of killing Julio Ce-
sar Urrutia-Erazo, 27, on the 3800 block of Russell Road, in  
a sweeping federal indictment of local members of MS-13. 
Jesus Alejandro Chavez and Jose Del Cid, both of Alexandria, 
and Genaro Sen Garcia were charged with murder in aid of 
racketeering. Chavez was also charged with use of a firearm 
in a crime of violence causing death as well as felony pos-
session of a firearm. Although the crime was part of a gang 
probe, local police reiterated the murder was not gang related 
because the victim was not a gang member.

file photo

SAME SEX MARRIAGE LEGAL IN VIRGINIA Dawn Turton and Beth 
Trent became the first same-sex couple to receive a marriage license in 
Alexandria Circuit Court after the U.S. Supreme Court declined to hear  
appeals of court rulings allowing same-sex marriage in Virginia, 
Oklahoma, Indiana, Oklahoma, Wisconsin and Utah.
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let’s Eat
 The moniker “Royal Thai Res-
taurant with Sushi Bar” is a mouth-
ful that might be tough to live up 
to, but not for Royal Thai. The 
food, service and ambiance all are 
worthy of being called “royal” if 
that implies exceptional standards 
and treatment. Followers of this 
restaurant are quick to say that this 
801 N. Fairfax St. establishment 
just keeps getting better with age.
  The setting is perfect: set back 
far enough from the road and traf-
fic to be peaceful for patio dining, 
but still convenient to anyone who 
wants to pick up dinner on the way 
home from work.
 Too busy to venture to the res-
taurant? Royal Thai delivers to 
homes and offices in several Alex-
andria zip codes.
 The service is terrific: cus-
tomers are always greeted with a 
smile and the servers are person-
able and attentive.

 To ensure the dishes are not too 
spicy, the wait-staff asks for their 
customers to tell them how spicy 
they like their order on a 1 to 10 
scale. Thai cuisine aficionados 
will find their all of their favorites 
on the menu. The Thai curry, Thai 
eggplant, the coconut soup and the 
Panang curry all are huge hits. 
 The sushi bar also is excellent 
and has its own following thanks to 
the fresh ingredients and beautiful 
presentation. Definitely try one of 
the chef’s specialties: “Eddy’s cit-
ron roll.” It is an indescribably deli-
cious roll consisting of spicy tuna, 
cucumber and cilantro topped with 
avocado and lime.
 Royal Thai is also one of the 
most recent additions to Alexan-
dria’s New Year’s Eve celebratory 
spots. To close out 2014 and wel-
come in 2015, Royal Thai is offer-
ing a New Year’s Eve Champagne 
Dinner — $49.95 for two — with 

an appetizer of a crispy veggie roll, 
steamed dumplings or tuna avocado 
roll followed by two entrees.
 The holiday entrees include 
some of the most popular dishes 
at Royal Thai, including Kaprow 
rockfish, Siam beef, soft shell crab, 
Bangkok sizzling steak, Eddy’s cit-
ron roll, dragon’s roll, Royal roll, 
Mexican roll and the tropical roll. 
These delectable dinner selections 
are topped off with dessert and two 
glasses of champagne. It is easy to 
see why many who dined at Royal 
Thai on New Year’s Eve last year are 
returning for the 2014 edition.

To learn more or for takeout or 
delivery, call 703-535-6622 or go 

to www.royalthaisushi.com to order 
online. Royal Thai regularly hosts 

parties of 20 to 30 in the restaurant 
and offers delivery. Hours are 11:30 

a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday, 5 to 9 p.m. Sunday.

Royal Thai is fit for a king

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria Times

Le Refuge
3 seatings at  
5:00, 7:30, & 9:45PM

for our delicious 5 course Meal

call for reservations.

127 N. Washington St.
703.548.4661
www.lerefugealexandria.com

Come and join us for New Year’s Eve  
     at 

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

Appetizer &  2 Gourmet entrees
& Dessert & Champagne for two
                             Detailed menu at:

$49.95 
per couple

NEW YEAR’S EVE CHAMPAGNE DINNER
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file photo

BEYER, WARNER VICTORIOUS Sen. Mark War-
ner (D) narrowly defeated Republican challenger 
Ed Gillepsie in the Virginia U.S. Senate race, while 
former Lt. Gov. Don Beyer coasted to an easy vic-
tory in the House of Representatives. Warner de-
clared victory on election night, but with a mere 
16,000-vote margin between himself and Gil-
lespie, his reelection was not clear until days later. 
Succeeding retiring U.S. Rep. Jim Moran in the 8th 
Congressional District, Beyer (D) took 63 percent 
of the vote while the Republican candidate, Micah 
Edmond, came in with 35.6 percent of the ballots.

file photo

LYLES SPRINTS TO NATION-
AL RECOGNITION  T.C. Wil-
liams junior Noah Lyles rose to 
national prominence, helping 
the Titans win the state outdoor 
track and field championships 
in 2014, picking up gold med-
als indoors and outdoors in both 
individual sprints and the 4x400 
meters relay. Lyles then traveled 
to Nanjing, China in August for 
the 2014 Youth Olympic Games, 
where he won gold in the 200 
meters. His efforts earned him 
a nomination for U.S. Track and 
Field’s Youth Athlete of the Year 
award.

file photo

PROTEST HIGHLIGHTS COMMUNITY POLICING EFFORTS  Mem-
bers of the Alfred Street Baptist Church, incensed by the news that a 
New York police officer would not be indicted for his role in the death 
of an unarmed black suspect, held an impromptu protest march to 
the city courthouse. While church leaders praised local police for 
their help with the march, officials highlighted the importance of 
working proactively to prevent unnecessary confrontations between 
police and civilians.

file photo

RASHAD YOUNG RESIGNS City Manager Rashad 
Young announced he will resign at the end of the 
year to take a job as the D.C. city administrator un-
der Mayor-elect Muriel Bowser. Young held Alexan-
dria’s top administrative post since 2011 and was 
the first black city manager in Port City history, as 
well as the youngest person to hold the position.

nOVEMBEr

IRON LADIES RETURN TO 
COURT More than a year after 
dismissing the last major chal-
lenge to the city’s controversial 
waterfront plan, the Virginia 
Supreme Court agreed to hear 
arguments in a new appeal 
from three Alexandria resi-
dents better known as “The 
Iron Ladies.” The residents 
contended their appeal to stay 
city council’s vote on the rede-
velopment roadmap in March 
2013 was improperly rejected.

file photo

JAMES BLAND REDEVELOP-
MENT COMPLETE Local de-
velopers, affordable housing of-
ficials and residents celebrated 
the completion of the Old Town 
Commons mixed-income devel-
opment. Since the first phase 
opened in 2010, officials said the 
new community — located at the 
site of the old James Bland public 
housing project — had grown or-
ganically and harmoniously.

file photo

FOOD TRUCKS SPUTTER FORWARD Alexan-
dria launched its food truck pilot program in July, 
but got off to a slow start with just eight vendors 
joining. The group included Alexandria-based 
trucks like Rockland’s BBQ & Grilling Co., Popped! 
Republic and Borinquen Lunch Box as well as re-
gional staples, but officials reported that several of 
the places designated as food truck friendly, like 
local parks and recreation centers, were being ig-
nored completely.

LOCAL FOOD TRUCK STOLEN, 
RECOVERED Alexandria-based 
food truck Popped! Republic was 
stolen days before Thanksgiving. 
The bright orange truck and the 
Popped! Republic store have 
been serving Alexandrians and 
workers on the streets of D.C. 
since 2012. The work of good 
Samaritans on social media led 
to truck’s recovery.

DECEMBEr
file photo

THE SCIENCE OF ALTRUISM   
Alexandrian Wendy Taylor, director  
of the Center for Accelerating  
Innovation and Impact at  
USAID, worked behind the 
scenes in the fight against 
Ebola. Taylor spearhead-
ed the Grand Challenges 
for Development, a pro-
gram seeking innova-
tions to solve global 
development issues.  
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BuSinESS DirECTOrY
Home ServiceS

Advertise your business or service.
contact Kristen essex at  
kessex@alextimes.com

lEgal nOTiCE

Classifieds

    
                          

Public Meeting on the 
city of AlexAndriA’s

coMbined sewer systeM   
long terM control PlAn 

uPdAte

when: 7-9 P.M. on thursdAy, 
februAry 5, 2015

where: city hAll, 301 King street
 sister cities rooM 1101

Find out about the City’s Combined Sewer 
System (CSS) and the City’s upcoming plan 
to meet new water quality regulations and 
to reduce the impacts of Combined Sewer 
Overflows (CSOs) on receiving waterways.  
Residents are invited to give written or oral 
comments at the public meeting.

For more information about the City’s CSS, 
visit alexandriava.gov/Sewers. 

For questions, contact Erin Bevis-Carver,  
P.E., Sanitary Section Lead, Transportation & 
Environmental Services at Erin.BevisCarver@
alexandriava.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPOSAL TO CLEANUP

 AN UNDERGROUND STORAGE 
TANK (UST) SITE

There has been a release from an underground 
storage tank system at: Potomac River Gen-
erating Station (PRGS), 1400 North Royal 
Street, Alexandria, VA. The Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) 
is requiring NRG Potomac River LLC to 
develop a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) to 
address cleanup of petroleum hydrocarbons at 
the site. If you have any questions regarding 
the cleanup, please contact: NRG Potomac 
River LLC, Burt McCullough, 8301 Profes-
sional Place, Suite 230, Landover, MD 20785. 

The CAP will be submitted to the Northern 
Virginia Regional Office of the VADEQ on 
or before December 23, 2014. Addition-
ally, a copy of this CAP has been provided 
to the Alexandria Library - Beatley Central 
Library Branch located at 5005 Duke Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22304 for public viewing. If 
you would like to review or discuss the CAP 
with the staff of the VADEQ, please feel free 
to contact Alex Wardle at (703) 583-3822 af-
ter the date of the CAP submittal. The DEQ 
Northern Virginia Regional Office will con-
sider written comments regarding the CAP 
until January 31, 2015 and may decide to 
hold a public meeting if there is significant 
public interest. Written comments should 
be sent to the VADEQ at the address listed 
below. The VADEQ requests that all written 
comments be sent to VDEQ - Storage Tank 
Program, Northern Virginia Regional Of-
fice, 13901 Crown Court, Woodbridge, 
Virginia 22193-1453 reference the tracking 
number for this case; PC # 2013-3154

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

The staff of the Alexandria Times  
wishes you and yours a happy New Year’s  

and a prosperous 2015.
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acroSS
1 Certain seabird
5 Modem speed unit
9 Come out correctly
14 Cry in “A Christmas Carol”
17 Believed unquestioningly
19 Large, round hairdo
20 Medical breakthrough  
  of 1998
22 Expert fighter pilot
23 Bob Knight and   
  John Wooden, famously
26 Calif. airport
27 Concealed
28 Decent person, Yiddish-style  
  (var.)
29 Small monkey

31 Japanese wrestling style
32 Become solid
33 Tree growth rings
36 Dart team’s hangout
39 Daughters’ husbands
43 Cafeteria of yore
46 Concealed shooter
48 Possesses
49 Sales-kit item
51 It’s fit to be tied
52 Having a sharp taste
53 Freight weight, sometimes
54 Bar furniture
55 Mouse catcher
56 After the deadline
57 Dennis the Menace, e.g.
58 Bit of a blossom

59 Gardener’s soil
60 Dashboard abbr.
61 Bed supports
62 “___ Now or Never”
63 Diocese of the Eastern  
  Orthodox Church
65 :
67 Chemist’s deg.
68 European blackbird
69 Ordained ones
71 A number’s homophone
72 “The Divine Comedy” writer
74 Drink cooler
77 Added employees
78 Bank-robber’s target
80 Change copy
81 Canvas support

82 Obsessed by
83 Prettiest at the ball
84 Big Apple monogram
85 Dried coconut meat
86 Hilo souvenir
87 As Poe might
88 Obtained
89 Critics, often
90 Babies
92 Saps of strength
95 Deli loaf
96 Jewish country
98 The “way” of the East
99 Bakery appliance
101 Bounce back, as sound
102 Illuminated
105 Flattered excessively
109 Call to Bo Peep
110 What lungs help provide
114 Clock setting in 84-Across
115 Achiever
116 Hard to hang on to
117 Incite, as havoc
118 CBS symbol
119 TV spot
120 Romanian money, and others
121 Gaelic language

DoWN
1 Popular fragrance
2 And others
3 Sheet-music symbol
4 Microwaves, in slang
5 Big monkey
6 Many miles off
7 WWW address
8 Tombs with two large  
  uprights and a capstone
9 Mary Kay competitor
10 “Buenos ___!” (“Good day!”)
11 Crimean country house
12 “Disgusting!”
13 “Before,” when before
14 Fast sailing ship built on the  
  mid-Atlantic
15 Exotic berry in some diets
16 Put a spell on
18 Read with great care
21 Tough to outwit
24 East ___, U.N. member  
  since 2002
25 Alcatraz accommodations
30 1969 Nobel Peace Prize grp.
32 New York footballers
34 Relating to Bonaparte

35 ___ and void
36 Sacred poem of David
37 Open, as a soda bottle
38 ID of a sort
40 Offspring in a sty
41 Holdings
42 Electrical power units
44 Cause embarrassment to
45 Somewhat pickled
47 Dessert choice
50 Wingless extinct bird
53 Kind of a shortcut
55 Ripped
57 Voting group
58 Edging of small loops,  
  as on lace
59 Be slothful
61 Dove into second
64 When doubled,  
  an engine sound
66 Creme cookie
67 Anne ___ (Henry VIII’s  
  second wife)
69 Hot dog topper
70 Flax product
71 Fine material
72 Anew, to Nero
73 Innermost sanctuaries in  
  ancient temples

75 Tote
76 Clean off, as a blackboard
79 Boxing legend
81 Drunkard
83 Phi ___ Kappa
85 Court precedent
87 Dress, as in a toga
88 Mountaineering aid
89 Gun an engine
91 Burning remnant
93 Fancy sewing case
94 Not tomorrow’s
97 Pampas kin
100 Shell lining
101 “Piece of cake!”
103 Gossiper’s topic
104 “Comin’ ___ the Rye”
105 “Because freedom can’t  
  protect itself” org.
106 Opera-house level
107 Airport approximations,  
  familiarly
108 TV legend Dick Van ___
109 Busy bug
111 Music genre
112 “To ___ is human”
113 Word from Beaver Cleaver

last Week’s Solution:

Weekly Words

OBiTuariES

DARYLE K. BAXTER,  
of Alexandria, December 26, 2014 

GLENN PARKER BEANE (91),  
formerly of Alexandria, December 14, 2014

EMMETT COX, of Alexandria,  
December 24, 2014

MICHAEL FORMANDO JR. (73), formerly 
of Alexandria, December 22 , 2014

EUGENIA D. “GENIE” KEITH FROEHLICH, 
formerly of Alexandria, December 15, 2014

WILLIAM A. “BILLY” HAKENSON,  
of Alexandria, December 15, 2014 

VIRGINIA HAYDEN (81), of Alexandria, 
December 25, 2014

JAMES THOMAS LASASSO, of Alexandria, 
December 20, 2014

JOHN POWELL MUTCHLER JR. (78), of 
Alexandria, November 25, 2014

DELORES C. SIMS (64), of Alexandria, 
December 13, 2014

ESTHER “SANDY” M. SNYDER, of 
Alexandria, December 25, 2014

RUTH GILL VAN CLEVE, formerly of 
Alexandria, December 22, 2014

AUSTIN T. WILLIAMS, III, formerly of 
Alexandria, December 18, 2014
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www.McEnearneyCommercial.com
510 King Street, Suite 505, Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703.683.2700

ASK uS About FinAncing For owner occupAntS or inVeStorS.

FOR LEASE $55.00/SF

John Ross
703.683.2700
jross@mcenearney.com

105 South 
Union Street

1,800 SF, first-
floor retail 
space available 
in the heart 
of the best 
retail district 
in Northern 
Virginia. Triple 
Net.

FOR SALE $1,385,000

Rick Sada
703.683.2700
rsada@mcenearney.com

Live Above the Store
Create your own apartment, in 
a 4,700 SF commercial building, 
above your retail/office/service 
business. Income stream in place 
with 1/3 of the building occupied.

FOR LEASE $25.00/Full Service

John Quinn
703.683.2700
jquinn@mcenearney.com

300 North Washington Street
Suite 304 – 2,258 SF: Up-to-
date in move-in condition. Five 
offices, glass conference room, 
workstations, and kitchen. Great 
location, includes parking.

FOR SALE $1,235,429

Brison Rohrbach
703.683.2700
brohrbach@mcenearney.com

1423 Powhatan Street, Unit 1
3,277 SF office condo building. 
Ideally suited for investor or 
user. Accommodates one or two 
tenants. Seven off-street parking 
spaces included.

FOR LEASE $21.00/SF

Ed Cave
703.683.2700
ecave@mcenearney.com

801 North Pitt Street, #116
1,107 SF condo office. Nicely 
renovated, great window line, 
ample surface parking. Convenient 
to Old Town, Reagan National 
Airport and Washington, DC.

FOR SALE $165,000

Ed Cave
703.683.2700
ecave@mcenearney.com

1451 Belle Haven Road, #230
682 SF condo office. Very nice 
renovation, open floor plan, 
great window line, ample surface 
parking. Convenient to Old Town, 
airport, and Washington, DC.

FOR SALE $780,000

Ed Cave
703.683.2700
ecave@mcenearney.com

3125 Mount 
Vernon Ave

Four-level 
office building 
in convenient 
and trendy Del 
Ray section 
of Alexandria. 
High ceilings, 
clerestory 
windows, 
potential for 
investor or user. 
Close to many 
amenities.

FOR LEASE $10,000/MO.

Diane Sappenfield
703.683.2700
dsappenfield@mcenearney.com

111 South  
Columbus St
4,838 SF head-
quarters build-
ing. Old World 
charm, high-
end finishes 
throughout, 
renovations 
completed in 
2014. Located 
in the heart of 
Old Town, one 
block off King 
Street.

FOR SALE $1,200,000

Robert Swearingen
703.683.2700
rswearingen@mcenearney.com

129 South Royal Street
3,264 SF investor building. Mixed 
use. 100% leased. One block off 
King Street in the heart of Old 
Town Alexandria.   

FOR LEASE $32.00/SF

Chuck Langdon
703.683.2700
clangdon@mcenearney.com

319 Cameron 
Street

2,000-SF 
ground floor 
space with two 
4’ 7” x 6’ 9” 
display win-
dows, this is a 
bright, open 
space with 
high ceilings. 
Located in the 
heart of Old 
Town’s retail 
district.

FOR SALE $775,000

Chuck Langdon
703.683.2700
clangdon@mcenearney.com

8369 Richmond Highway
37,462 SF on double lot with rare 
depth on Richmond Highway. 
Site approved for C-5 mixed use. 
Current use retail, improved with 
1,625 SF structure.

FOR SALE $549,000

Rick Sada
703.683.2700
rsada@mcenearney.com

621 Wythe Street
Free-standing boutique office 
building with great visibility 
and extremely convenient 
location. 1,500 SF with high tech/
architectural interior.

REDUCED

REDUCED




