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When the most respected brand in the world, Berkshire 
Hathaway, puts its name on a real estate sign, that’s a good 
sign for the market and a great sign for you. Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty is good to know.

Get to know us at: penfedrealty.com

Are you ready to learn more? 

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker, at:

703-836-1464
300 N. Washington Street, Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Now appearing in 
Alexandria, Virginia.

Good to know.TM
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THe Weekly BrIefIng

City encourages participation in  
Eisenhower West development plan

Port City soap company to help D.C. shelter
 Alexandria-based SoapBox 
Soaps plans to continue its 
tradition of giving back to the 
community this week, with a 
donation to a D.C. homeless 
shelter.
 Today, the company will 
deliver more than 1,000 bars 

of soap to D.C. Thrive, a shel-
ter with programs to feed local 
homeless people, connect them 
with local support services and 
provide other programs like 
job-training.
 The donation effort is not 
new to the company. Soap-

Box Soaps pledges that with 
every purchase, it will donate 
a bar of soap, clean water and 
other supplies to people in 
poverty both locally and in-
ternationally.

- Erich Wagner

 While residents remain 
fixated on development along 
areas of the Port City like the 
waterfront and Potomac Yard, 
city planners want to make 
sure people don’t forget about 
other important planning proj-
ects in the works.
 Specifically, staff wants to 
direct attention to the Eisen-
hower West neighborhood — 
west of Holmes Run and south 
of Pickett Street — which, de-
spite infrastructure like the Van 
Dorn Street Metrorail station, 
remains largely unconnected to 
the rest of Alexandria.
 The city has formed the 

Eisenhower West Steering 
Committee as a way to begin 
the planning process for the 
area, but want more residents 
to get involved and share their 
vision for future “centers of 
activity” and connection hubs 
early in the process.
 “Even though meetings 
have begun and the planning 
process is underway, now is 
a great time to get involved,” 
said Mindy Lyle, chairwoman 
of the steering committee, in 
a statement. “Stay tuned for 
announcements about how 
to participate in the planning 
process through the City’s 

new online civic engagement 
platform, AlexEngage. There 
are also continuing opportuni-
ties to participate in person.”
 The committee will host a 
community meeting December 
8 at Beatley Central Library at 
5005 Duke St. Staff will hold 
an open house beginning at 
6:30 p.m., with a presentation 
and workshop at 7 p.m.
 For more information, of-
ficials encourage residents 
to visit the project website at 
www.alexandriava.gov/eisen-
howerwest.

- Erich Wagner

At Balducci’s, we stand by our belief 
that Taste Comes First 

Nowhere is this more evident than in our 
chef-inspired holiday creations. Every order  
our in-store chefs prepare is done with the 

utmost of care and with the finest ingredients.   

600 Franklin Street • Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703. 549. 6611

MIX & MATCH 12 BOTTLES OR MORE

Saturday, December 6th

WINE & FOOD 
EVENT

Food Tastings, 12 - 5pm 
Wine Tastings, 2 - 5pm 

COURTESY PHOTO  

THE SEASON FOR GIVING Hadeed Carpet and Rug Owner Joe Hadeed poses with Wayne 
Hardman of the Virginia chapter of Childhelp during their annual tradition of donating a collection 
of toys for the Childhelp Alice C. Tyler Village in Lignum, Va. The nonprofit helps children recover-
ing from abuse and neglect across the country. 
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CrIme
Inmates honored for educational achievements

Police see record decline in holiday traffic deaths

 Alexandria Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne and deputies con-
gratulated inmates at the city 
jail last week for their success-
ful completion of a variety of 
educational programs at the 
William G. Truesdale Adult 
Detention Center.
 Six inmates became the first 
to complete the new Thinking 
for a Change program, designed 
to prepare inmates for reentry 
into the community upon their 
release.
 The program stresses con-
cepts like cognitive restructur-
ing, improving social skills 
and learning problem-solving 
techniques. Among those who 
completed the program were 
Eric Buckner, Richard Butler, 
Robert Jones, Rasheed Tate, 
Ryan Wright and an inmate 
who asked not to be identified.
 Jail officials also honored 
five inmates who completed 

the ServSafe Food Protection 
Manager Certification program, 
intended to prepare inmates for 
strong candidates for restaurant 
and food service jobs upon their 
release.

 Inmate Joseph Medina also 
was awarded a certificate mark-
ing the successful completion 
of his GED exam.

- Erich Wagner

Virginia State Police reported 
Monday that the state saw the 
lowest number of traffic-related 
deaths during the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend in more than two 
decades.
 From Wednesday of last 
week through Sunday night, 
only five people were killed 
on commonwealth roads, a de-
crease from 12 over the same 

period in 2013, with none occur-
ring in Alexandria, officials said.
 The last time only five traf-
fic fatalities occurred over the 
Thanksgiving holiday in Vir-
ginia was in 1992.
 Troopers credited the de-
cline in part to its participation 
in the nationwide Operation 
Combined Accident Reduction 
Effort program, which stresses 

increased police visibility on 
the roads.
 Officials said that over the 
course of the holiday weekend, 
troopers stopped nearly 10,000 
drivers for speeding, as well as 
more than 2,300 reckless driv-
ers. Police charged 90 drivers 
with driving under the influence.

- Erich Wagner

polICe BeaT
The following incidents occurred between November 24 and December 3.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

16 AggrAvAted 
AssAults 2 burglArIes

36 thefts 9 drug 
CrImes

Source: raidsonline.com

15 AssAults

0 seXuAl 
OffeNses

6 vehICle
thefts

1rObbery

TimesIn Your

Congratulations to Mark Blackden
for winning November’s Photo Contest!

December’s Theme: Your favorite  
photo of the Alexandria Waterfront.  

Send us your photo to win  
a 2015 Season Pass for 

the Potomac Riverboat Company! 

Winning phoTo
The Alexandria Times Photo Contest

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

Sponsored By:

Show us how you connect to  
the Alexandria waterfront!

COURTESY PHOTO   
Inmates at the William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center prepare to 
receive certificates marking their completion of a variety of education-
al programs last week, from the new Thinking for a Change program, 
aimed at preparing inmates for reentry into the community, to GED 
and food-services certifications..
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We Grow.You
Benefit.

We’re driven by your success and we want to help our 
communities thrive. That’s why we’re expanding across 
Northern Virginia by merging with Virginia Heritage 
Bank. To provide you with more resources, such as 
larger lending capabilities. Because the more we 
can do for you, the more we can see you succeed. 

BUILDING ON OUR HERITAGE OF COMMUNITY BANKING.

EagleBankCorp.com
VA | MD | DC

703.956.5075

EB_PostMerger_Ads_1014_57136c.indd   9 11/11/14   4:36 PM

A s a child, Alexandrian 
Wendy Taylor spent her 

summers counting bees in the 
Kansas heat and cross-pollinat-
ing flowers in the mountains of 
Colorado. 
 Now she is searching 
the globe for solutions to 
better fight Ebola. 
 “My parents were 
both in the sciences, so 
I grew up in a house-
hold where science was 
all around us and we were 
constantly learning,” Tay-
lor said. Her father was 
the world’s leading expert 
on killer bees.
 In school, Taylor also had 
a strong desire to make a posi-
tive contribution to society 
and focused on domestic pov-
erty issues. 
 “My father always infused 
in us to make the world a better 

place,” she reminisced.
 Taylor is director of the Cen-
ter for Accelerating Innovation 
and Impact at USAID, where 
she spearheads the Grand Chal-

lenges for Development, a 
program seeking innova-

tions to solve global de-
velopment issues. The 
current Ebola outbreak, 
unprecedented in scope, 
is the program’s latest 

challenge. 
 To date, more than 
16,000 cases of Ebola 
have been reported and 

nearly 7,000 people have 
succumbed to the disease, ac-
cording to the World Health 
Organization. In September, 
President Obama announced the 
program to the United Nations.
 “If ever there were a public 

Building a better hazmat suit

COURTESY PHOTO  
Wendy Taylor works on a new personal protective equipment suit design for health care workers fighting 
the ongoing Ebola outbreak at a workshop hosted by USAID’s Grand Challenge for Development initiative in 
Crystal City. SEE eBola | 6

By SuSan Hale THomaS

 



6 | DECEMBER 4, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

eBola 

FROM | 5

health emergency deserving an 
urgent, strong and coordinated 
international response, this is 
it,” he said. 
 Taylor’s task with Grand 
Challenges is to find that bet-
ter way forward. To do that, the 

program sought ideas through 
IDEO, an open innovation plat-
form, and a grant competition. 
Taylor says the global response 
“blew the roof off.” Some 1,250 
ideas were submitted. 
 “A range of people who 
regularly follow contributors 
— NASA engineers and CDC, 
people from all over the world 

— were commenting on each 
other’s ideas,” Taylor said.
 Teams of experts now are 
sifting through those ideas to 
find the best proposals. Improv-
ing personal protective equip-
ment — PPE — is a priority.
 “The current situation is not 
optimal,” she added. “PPEs are 
the most effective medical re-

sponse to Ebola.”
 The suits currently used 
are mostly hazmat suits, typi-
cally used for chemical spills, 
which are extremely uncom-
fortable in tropical environ-
ments like West Africa.
 PPE fabric is impermeable, 
preventing harmful agents from 
coming in, but also prevent-
ing air from escaping, meaning 
workers are drenched in sweat 
after just a few minutes. Health 

care workers are limited to a 
maximum of 45 minutes wear-
ing the suits due to the risk of 
heat stress.
 The goal is to redesign the 
suits, enabling health care work-
ers work more safely and ef-
fectively while spending more 
time with patients. But there 
are times when Taylor says she 
feels like she can’t possibly 
move fast enough.
 “There’s a timeline and I’ve 
got to compress it,” she said. 
“That’s too long. We need it 

sooner.”
 There are moments when 
images of individuals or ar-
ticles she’s read flood in. She 
keeps the very real human side 
of her work close to her heart.
 Like Taylor’s parents, she 
has instilled a deep curiosity for 
the world in her son, Jackson, 
through example and opportu-
nity. In October, Taylor brought 
Jackson along for a two-day 
workshop in Crystal City.

 The workshop was hosted by 
Grand Challenges and the White 
House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy. The idea was 
to bring a diversity of experience 
and technical skills to the room, 
and challenge them to come up 
with solutions. Experts from PPE 
manufacturers, the sportswear 
community, engineers, makers (a 
new technology-based commu-
nity of do-it-yourselfers) spent 
the weekend brainstorming and 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

COURTESY PHOTO  
Wendy Taylor’s son, Jackson, pitches ideas to improve protective 
suits for medical workers fighting Ebola to a 3M engineer at a USAID 
workshop last month.

What I’m seeing is government at its 
best. What we’re doing is bringing new 
solutions that can have a big impact 

on this crisis. We have no other option but to 
completely stop this disease from spreading 
and to eliminate it.”

- Wendy Taylor 
Director, USAID Center for Accelerating

Innovation and Impact

SEE eBola | 11
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 YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

Take a tour to see everything YMCA Alexandria
now offers you and your family! 

• Expanded Wellness Floor 
• Renovated Indoor Pool 
• Enhanced member connection area 
• Expanded weekday hours 
• Enhanced child care area 

 ONE WEEK GUEST PASS 

This pass entitles you to seven (7) consecutive days of 
access to the YMCA Alexandria branch. Must be at least 
18 years old and a local resident. Guests are limited to 
one pass redemption during any one-year period. 

 
YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

420 East Monroe Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
(703) 838-8085  www.ymcadc.org 

20% Discount on first visit!

S O L S T I C E

Massage

311 N. Washington Street
Lower Right

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

301.915.4590

Hours: M-Sat 9am- 8pm

O f f E r I n g

Swedish Deep Tissue Massage

Foot Reflexology 

Aromatherapy (used in all work)

Severance attorneys say 
detectives lied in warrant
Man accused in three 
local slayings seeks 
dismissal of charges

By erICH Wagner

 

 Attorneys for a former 
fringe Alexandria mayoral can-
didate accused in three high-
profile killings have asked a 
judge to throw out the charges 
against him.
 Charles Severance, 54, 
stands accused of fatally shoot-
ing Ruthanne Lodato earlier 
this year, Ronald Kirby in No-
vember 2013 and Nancy Dun-
ning more than a decade ago.
 The shooting deaths capti-
vated and terrorized residents for 
months. Dunning was known for 
her efforts to improve Del Ray; 
Kirby was a respected expert on 
local transportation policy and 
Lodato was a music teacher and 
loved by many.
 All three killings occurred 

in broad daylight and in the vic-
tims’ homes. But the relatively 
short timeframe between Kirby 
and Lodato’s deaths, as well 
as the close proximity of their 
neighborhoods, had residents 
worried for their own safety. 
 But in a series of motions 
filed last week in Alexandria 
Circuit Court, the 
trio of prominent 
defense attorneys 
representing Sev-
erance — Christo-
pher Leibig, Megan 
Thomas and Joseph 
King — argued the 
case must be thrown 
out because the 
Loudoun County detective who 
filed the original gun charge 
misrepresented the statements 
of Severance’s girlfriend, Laura 
Robra.
 The crux of their argument 
is that during questioning by in-
vestigators, led by an Alexandria 

detective, Robra repeatedly re-
buffed suggestions that she had 
bought two .22-caliber hand-
guns for Severance and denied 
that she saw him take the weap-
ons when he fled their Ashburn 
home for West Virginia.
 “During more than two hours 
of interrogation, Ms. Robra stat-

ed on several occasions 
that she did not buy the 
guns for Mr. Severance, 
despite increasing pres-
sure to say otherwise,” 
the attorneys wrote.
  Although she even-
tually acquiesced to 
detectives’ theory that 
Severance manipu-

lated her into buying the fire-
arms, the defense team argued 
the Loudoun County charge 
was based on “materially false 
statements and omitted material 
facts,” because the detective did 

Charles Severance

FilE PHOTO  
For the family of Nancy Dunning, the indictment of Charles Severance in connection with her murder in 
September was a long time coming. But defense attorneys representing the suspect filed a motion to  
dismiss those charges last week.

SEE SeveranCe | 8
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Borrow More, Get More
Complete Auto Financing

Apply online at cofcu.org

4875 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria • (703) 823-5211

1.49%
APR*

Auto loan rates up to 
36 months as low as

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates effective 10/1/2014 and subject to change. Other rates and terms apply. Some rates quoted reflect a 
.50% reduction for Loan Loyalty Rewards. Example: 1.99% (current rate) less .50% Loan Loyalty Rewards equals 1.49% (your final APR). 
Borrow up to 125% of the purchase price, MSRP, or NADA retail value, whichever is lower. Most area residents can bank with us. 
See cofcu.org for full details.  Federally Insured by NCUA.  

125%
Get up to

financing!

Loan Loyalty Rewards   •   Rate Match Program
 • Free Auto Buying Service, Member Showroom Powered by TrueCar®
• Complimentary protection including Vehicle Return Protection, Tire and 
Wheel Protection, and more.

Browse through aisles filled with 
holiday ornaments, wreaths, jewelry,
soaps and lotions, gourmet foods, 
glassware, artwork, organic dog treats, 
clothing, candles and much more!

December 6-7
Saturday 10AM -6PM
Sunday 11AM -4PM
Adults At Door: $8 , Online:$7, 

Seniors at Door (60+): $7, Online: $6,  
Kids 12 & Under: Free

6TH 
ANNUAL

THE BIGGESTHOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW YET.

     $1 
OFF

ADMISSION 
WITH THIS ADEXIT 130B  •   I -95

www.fredericksburgholidaycraftshow.com

December 

TH
ANNUAL

not mention Robra’s denials. If 
the detective’s reflection of her 
statement is untrue, they said, 
there was no probable cause to 
arrest Severance.
 And the attorneys said detec-
tives, in their attempt to secure a 

warrant for Severance, claimed 
Robra said she saw Severance 
take the guns with him when 
he left their home on March 10. 
But she repeatedly denied that 
in interviews with detectives.
 Echoing Severance’s previ-
ous attorneys both in West Vir-
ginia and Loudoun County, the 
defense team said the original 

gun charge was “bogus,” ginned 
up to take him into custody until 
local detectives could complete 
their murder investigations.
 “The current prosecution 
and incarceration are the de 
facto continuation of the pros-
ecution commenced in March 
2014, with the warrant for a 
felon in possession of a fire-

arm,” they wrote. “The warrant 
served merely as a placeholder 
for this case.
 “[It] goes without saying 
that the [prosecution] should 
not be permitted to manufac-
ture a reason to arrest an indi-
vidual for purposes of detain-
ing them while it investigates 
other offenses.”
 Also among last week’s 
slew of requests from the de-
fense team was a motion to 
separate the charges related to 
Dunning’s death, because while 
Lodato and Kirby’s deaths were 
close enough in time frame to 
connect, there was nothing dis-
tinctive enough about the slay-
ings to fold a decade-old case 
into the same trial.
 “Crimes with a general simi-

larity are not idiosyncratic enough 
to establish they were committed 
by the same person,” they wrote. 
“Indeed, .22-caliber handguns 
and rifles [are] among the most, 
if not the most, common firearms 
owned in America.”
 Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter was not available 
for comment, but in the past has 
declined to comment on cases 
prior to trial, citing state ethics 
rules for lawyers.
 The motions are slated for 
a hearing before Judge Jane 
Roush on December 11. Roush 
was specially appointed, be-
cause all Alexandria circuit 
judges recused themselves due 
to their relationship to Lodato’s 
brother, retired district court 
judge Robert Giammittorio. 

SeveranCe 

FROM | 7
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WorD on THe STreeT
By aBIgaIl Jurk 

 

 Alexandria has a lot to of-
fer in terms of social life. With 
so many choices, sometimes it 
can be hard to figure out what 
to do for fun. If you are in need 
of ideas, here are a few:
 What’s NeW: Everyone 
is buzzing about Mackie’s Bar 
and Grill. Located at 907 King 
St., Mackie’s is a newcomer 
to the Old Town scene. Owner 
Sang Lee, who is a familiar face 
to many in the neighborhood, 
said he hopes to “create the 
preeminent classic steak/chop 
house in Alexandria.”
 With classic cuts of beef on 
the menu, the dining room cre-
ates an intimate, upscale atmo-
sphere, while the bar is both 
energetic and friendly. The bar 
has a great “neighborhood” feel: 
a modern jukebox that you can 
command from your phone, 
TVs on the walls with sports 
and news and fun drinks like the 

“Susie,” named after Sang’s wife 
and made with vodka, St. Ger-
main, lemon juice and muddled 
blackberries. If you’re looking to 
get out and try something new, 
Mackie’s is the perfect spot.
 What’s the Deal: 
Sometimes we all need to con-
duct our social life on a bud-
get. If that’s the case, swing by 
T.J. Stone’s (608 Montgomery 
St.) on a Monday night. Every 
Monday they feature half-price 
bottles of wine and burgers.
 This special is available 
both in the bar area and the 
dining room. If you’re in the 
mood to watch the game hang 
out in the bar, as 15 TVs adorn 
the walls. If you want a cozier 
feel, try the dining room near 
the fireplace. With 13 differ-
ent burgers on offer, including 
salmon and vegetarian options, 
there are plenty of choices. Su-
san the general manager says 
the Cuban is her favorite.
 Although a few of the 

pricier bottles of wine are off 
limits from the deal, there 
are still around 70 bottles to 
choose from. If you are look-
ing for a nice night out, but 
are also trying to make your 
money count, Mondays at T.J. 
Stone’s are a must.
 What’s happeNiNg: 
If you’re looking for some-
thing fun to do but feeling a 
little bored with the restaurant-
and-bar scene, check out The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
located at 600 Wolfe St. They 
will perform a musical rendi-
tion of Charles Dickens’ clas-
sic “A Christmas Carol,” 
from December 5 to 20.
 Performances are given 
Thursday through Sunday 
evenings, with matinees on 
Saturdays and Sundays. Tick-
ets are only $15 and can be 
purchased online or at the box 
office. This is a fun idea for a 
date, a night out with friends, or 
a family activity.

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 

Lithophanes date 
from the 1820s, an 
art form of carving 
different layers of 
porcelain. The glow 
makes a wonderful 
night light. 

New Night Lights 

	  	  

	  

Congratulations	  to	  
John	  Marshall	  Bank!	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
Braddock	  Commercial	  Real	  Estate	  Services	  

BROKERAGE/ASSET	  MANAGEMENT/DEVELOPMENT	  
	  

703-‐549-‐1695	  
www.braddockcommercial.com	  

@braddockcomm	  

Congratulates  

The Campagna Center's 44th Annual  

Scottish Walk Parade & Weekend

Supporting the Campagna Center’s 

educational programs for all ages!

Do You know  
if You are at risk?Type of Hearing Loss Increase in Risk

of Dementia

John Hopkins University Study 

Mild

restaurant 
• Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
• Loved ones may become frustrated with you “You 

Listening”
• Constantly saying “What?”

Severe

• Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
• Difficulty making out the details of any conversation

• Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy

• Possible loss of jobs or relationships 

Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist

DO YOU KNO W IF 
YOU A RE A T RISk?

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-Audiologist

Get Your FREE hearing 
screening today!

Type of Hearing Loss Increase in Risk
of Dementia

John Hopkins University Study 

Mild

restaurant 
• Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
• Loved ones may become frustrated with you “You 

Listening”
• Constantly saying “What?”

Severe

• Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
• Difficulty making out the details of any conversation

• Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy

• Possible loss of jobs or relationships 

Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist

DO YOU KNO W IF 
YOU A RE A T RISk?

424 S. Washington St.,  

Alexandria, VA 22314

Call Us today at 571-312-7345

Most Major Medical  
Insurance Accepted 

Breaking news. 
Real time updates.
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 I was out walking my 
dogs late in the evening a 
few weeks ago and noticed a 
young couple with flashlights 
exploring the area in front 
of my building. They were 
speaking excitedly, pointing 
at something and searching in 
the bushes.
 I asked them 
what they were up 
to and learned that a 
family had recently 
moved in: a mother 
cat and her litter of 
four. I immediately 
was concerned. Our 
complex had been 
treated for rodents 
that very week. The 
kittens were living underneath 
a patio, next to a black box 
full of rat poison.
 The kittens were nowhere 
to be found that night, hid-
den deep within the hollows 
of the patio, but their mother 
was out and about. I had seen 
her many times and thought 
she was a neighbor’s outdoor 
cat. My focus remained on the 
kittens; we had to get them to 
a safe place and, eventually, 
into a happy home.
 My kitty rescue mission 
began with a call to my friend 
and business partner, Beth. 
She had been searching for 
her cat Simon in the weeks 
prior. Simon still was missing 
and she welcomed a positive 
distraction.
 Our plan was to lure the 
kittens into a humane trap with 
stinky canned food and even 
stinkier canned tuna. Beth 
had purchased two traps in the 
hopes of catching her own cat 
but Simon had not yet fallen 

for the lure. Within minutes 
of setting it up at my place, 
however, we had the mother. 
She must have been very hun-
gry, the result of nursing four 
growing kittens. 
 We grabbed her and took her 
to get spayed. While we hated 
to leave them behind, the kit-

tens would have 
to fend for them-
selves for a night 
or two. We didn’t 
want any more 
litters showing up 
in the neighbor-
hood. Pet popula-
tions already are 
out of control.
 That same 

night, I set up another trap and, 
just before 11 p.m., caught a 
tiny gray kitten. We named 
“him” Tucker. Little Tucker 
spent a few days in Beth’s 
bathroom. He ate, stayed 
warm and learned to socialize 
with humans. Beth loved this 
part of the mission, especially 
when she heard Tucker purr 
for the first time. 
 The mother was back in 
the neighborhood within two 
days. We hadn’t seen the kit-
tens and suspected they either 
had been moved or were hid-
ing under the patio and re-
fused to come out until their 
mother gave the okay. 
 We took a break from our 
expedition and allowed her to 
rest off the surgery. She had 
been vaccinated, ear-tipped 
so that she can be identified as 
having been trapped, spayed 
and released, and certainly 
needed a few days to regain 
her strength. I bought more 
cat food and left it near the pa-

tio daily. The mother can’t be 
re-homed so making sure she 
has access to food and water 
is all I can do to help her.
 We looked for the other 
kittens every day, growing 
concerned that they were gone 
forever. Meanwhile, we took 
Tucker to the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria so that 
he could prepare to live the 
life of a pet. The shelter took 
him in and assured us they 
would take excellent care of 
him. It was hard to let that lit-
tle sweetheart go, but the mis-
sion was to get him there, and 
we felt accomplished. 
 Days passed and there 
still was no sign of the kit-
tens. Then, just as I was out 
to walk my dogs one morning, 
I spotted a kitten propped up 
on the now infamous patio. 
The sassy tuxedo kitten was 
unfazed by the two enormous 
hound dogs by my side. How 
brave, I thought, impressed. 
My neighbors were, once 
again, in a tizzy. 
 I walked my mutts and set 
up our spare trap. I had a very 
vocal tabby inside in no time 
at all. Beth was on her way to 
help.
 The third kitten — the tux-
edo that had eyed me earlier 
that morning — was the hard-
est to trap, so Beth got wise 
and suggested we place the 
tabby on the other side of the 
empty trap. He’d walk towards 
her trap and would find himself 
in his. Her suggestion worked 
like a charm. Beth soon had 
two kittens moving into her 
bathroom. We took them to 

corralling a cadre of  
wayward kittens

peT maTTerS

By Isabel Alvarez

Alexandrians love their pets. 
Advertise your business or service for pets in the 

Alexandria Times. Call 703-739-0001 today!

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

SEE peTS | 11
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pitching ideas to each other.
 On the second day of the 
conference, the attendees went 
to TechShop, a do-it-yourself 
design and fabrication facility 
in Crystal City. Jackson was on 
a team tasked with redesigning 
the hood of a hazmat suit and 
was surprised that the adults 
listened to his ideas with equal 
interest to others at the table.
 “They were all adults and 
they were listening to me,” he 
said.
 “He’s a smart kid and 
brought different perspective 
to his team,” his mother said.
 Asked what his favorite 
part of the workshop, Jackson 
responded, “Knowing that I am 
helping with Ebola.”
 When Taylor founded a non-
profit early in her career, she be-
gan engaging in global biotech 
health. That experience in an 
entrepreneurial environment left 
Taylor in love with innovation.

 “You have to understand 
business and marketplace think-
ing to do that well,” she says. 
“For me, I look back and there 
are all these threads in my life.”
 Global health is where Tay-
lor learned to weave all of those 
together. For the PPEs, Taylor 
will look for most viable option 
that can be implemented in a 
matter of months, not years.
  What would Taylor like to 
see after the redesign of PPEs? 
A way to quickly and safely di-
agnose Ebola.
 “Right now, we have the 
ability to diagnose Ebola, but 
it requires specimens that need 
to get to a lab sometimes far 
distances and difficult-to-travel 
roads, which takes time. A quick 
15 minute test could be a game 
changer, both in an intake and 
triage setting, as well as for con-
tact tracing in communities.”
 She also wants to improve 
education so people know when 
to seek care and take proper 
precautions.
 When asked what she’s 

most proud of, Taylor is quick 
to reply.
 “What I’ve seen inside the 
government, in terms of the 
massive response that we’ve 
had to mount — this outbreak 
is the biggest the world has 
ever seen — and what we’re 
having to do on a global level 

is really unprecedented,” she 
said. “What we’re seeing in-
side the government in terms 
of having to pull together and 
working with the whole of 
government approach, I think 
has been incredibly inspiring.
 “Any barrier that gets in the 
way, we’re moving it out of the 

way immediately at a speed that 
is unprecedented … What I’m 
seeing is government at its best. 
What we’re doing is bringing 
new solutions that can have a big 
impact on this crisis. We have no 
other option but to completely 
stop this disease from spreading 
and to eliminate it.”

Kingstowne
Cat Clinic

5830 Kingstowne Center Dr.
Suite 120, Alexandria, VA 22315

(703) 922-8228 (9-CAT-CAT)
Fax: (703) 922-4064

www.kingstownecatclinic.com

AWLA about a week later. 
 We never found the fourth 
kitten. I still pray that he or 
she will make an appearance. 
However, I now know that 
Tucker is a girl (whoops), 
she’s been spayed and is ready 
to be adopted. I saw her when 
I dropped off the tabby and 
tuxedo and she was having a 
blast in her temporary home at 
AWLA. She’s super agile, is 
tons of fun and just gorgeous.
 We named the tabby and 
tuxedo Savannah and Hershel 
respectively. Both are current-

ly in foster care. It turns out 
that Savannah also was male 
so he’s now logged as Havana 
(double whoops).
 We clearly don’t know how 
to tell a boy kitten from a girl 
kitten, but we are very pleased 
with the results of our rescue 
mission. Thanks to our efforts 
and the great people at the Ani-
mal Welfare League of Alexan-
dria, three beautiful kittens will 
live a life they deserve. In ad-
dition, since Beth’s cat Simon 
is finally home safe and sound, 
we can put away the traps and 
rest easy … until next time.

The writer is the owner  
of The Wag Pack.
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Exceptional Medical Care.  
When you need it. Where you need it.
With some of the area’s finest physicians, MedStar Medical Group now 
offers primary care and sports medicine services in Alexandria, close to 
where you live and work. And when you or any member of your family 
needs immediate medical care, MedStar PromptCare, an urgent care 
center, is open days, evenings and weekends, providing treatment for 
injuries and illnesses without an appointment. 

MedStar Medical Group
(primary care)

3610D King St. 
Alexandria, VA 22302

703-845-2812 PHONE

Monday to Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

MedStar PromptCare 
(urgent care)

3610D King St. 
Alexandria, VA 22302

703-845-2815 PHONE

Monday to Friday 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Weekends 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MedStarHealth.org/Alexandria
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let’s eat
One of North Old Town’s hidden 
gems is Casa Felipe at 835 N. Royal 
St., a place notable for what many 
call “Tex-Mex.” Yet, this restaurant 
is about so much more with scores 
of choices and flavors throughout 
its varied menu. 
 Each dish at Casa Felipe is care-
fully prepared with creations that 
are enhanced by spices and sauces. 
The place prides itself on the lovely 
presentation of its menu selections. 
This attention to detail is thanks to 
the owner Kem McCombie, who 
expanded the dining choices to in-
clude Mexican pork chops, Carne 
Asada, and grilled chicken breast 
from the Yucatan region.
 The thin Mexican-style pizzas 
are worth seeking out to sample, 

and are each adorned with corn, 
beans, cheese, ground beef and pico 
de gallo. The homemade tamales 
and tortillas also are notable, cre-
ated fresh and with no added pre-
servatives. Their flavor and texture 
wows patrons with their quality.
 The vast majority of Mexican-
style eateries have a couple of es-
tablished menu combination plat-
ters that customers can select from, 
but Casa Felipe expands upon this 
concept. Every diner at the restau-
rant has the option to make their 
own platter by selecting any two or 
three combinations from six differ-
ent mouth-watering options: tacos, 
flauta, quesadillas, enchiladas, bur-
ritos, or chile relleno.
 The Casa Felipe menu is exten-

sive as well as creative, and all its 
food has uniquely delicious flavors. 
Several dishes that come highly 
recommended are the tacos, siz-
zling fajitas, the Mole Mexicana, 
Posole, chicken lemon soup and 
fish soup. 
 This holiday season, Casa Fe-
lipe may be just the place to hold a 
holiday party or even enjoy a quiet 
dinner or order takeout.

 
Casa Felipe is open Monday to 

Saturday 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
and Sundays 5-9 p.m. For more 
information or to order takeout, 

call 703-535-7868 or visit  
www.casa-felipe.com

A slice of mexico in north old Town

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria Times

BUY $50 GIFT CERTIFICATES
AND RECEIVE AN EXTRA $10 FREE

Available at our Alexandria Location 
during the Month of December 2014

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

Dine in with us in our traditional Thai ambience.  
Located in Old Town North, Alexandria.

We Also Deliver!

703-548-0001 | 1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314 
www.indigolanding.com

Fine food & fabulous  
river views year round.

to advertise in Let’s Eat
call alexandria times at 703-739-0001. 
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STRAIGHT UP
TIME FOR HAPPY HOUR

let’s eat

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

Sweet and
Savory Crepes,
Steak Frties,

Mussels,
Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
Night

call the  
alexandria times  
at 703-739-0001.

44TH ANNUAL CAMPAGNA CENTER
SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS WEEKEND & PARADE
DECEMBER 5-6

15TH ANNUAL ALEXANDRIA
HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE OF LIGHTS
DECEMBER 6

HIHISTORIC ALEXANDRIA CANDLELIGHT TOURS
DECEMBER 13-14

WATERSKIING SANTA 
COMES TO OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA
DECEMBER 24

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF
FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA
DDECEMBER 31

  A HOLIDAY
TRADITION

For more holiday events go to:
VisitAlexandriaVA.com/Holidays

PHOTO/ERiCH WAGNER 

MARCHING FOR JUSTICE Hundreds of residents and parishioners of Alfred Street
Baptist Church marched from the church to the Alexandria courthouse on King Street Wednesday 
night, incensed by recent instances of police officers killing unarmed black men. The latest trigger for 
protests was news that a New York grand jury decided not to indict a police officer who used a choke 
hold that led to the death of Eric Garner.
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SCene arounD ToWn

Arena Stage’s “Five Guys 
Named Moe” offers fresh 
take on jazz classic

By JorDan WrIgHT

 When asked to produce a 
musical for the first time in his 
career, award-winning director 
and playwright Robert O’Hara 
decided to take a fresh approach 
to the genre in Arena Stage’s 
production of “Five Guys 
Named Moe.”
 Showcasing songwriter and 
saxophonist Louis Jordan’s 
“new” jazz sound with music 
written specifically for the show 
and other notably sassy songs 
from the era, O’Hara chose to 
update the show by channeling 
the success of the “boy band.” 
The new production presents a 
different dynamic to the popular 
show with crack dance routines, 
a crop of snappy singers and a 
razzle-dazzle pace that gets the 
audience dancing in their seats 
— and onstage too.
 The revue tells the story of 
Nomax, a young man whose gal 
has left him high and dry. For 
comfort, Nomax turns to his 
old Zenith radio and a bottle of 
hooch. In his lonely stupor the 
broadcasts come to life and he 
finds himself in the company 
of five jamming and jiving en-
tertainers dressed in sharkskin 
suits and brocade jackets ready 
to take him to the “Saturday 
Night Fish Fry.”
 Lit by neon-colored twin 
staircases that rise above the 
stage-level live orchestra, the 
“Moes” try to cheer up the hap-
less fellow with song and dance 
routines strung together from 
hit tunes of the 1940s. They 
take him to the Funky Butt 

Club where there’s a whole lot 
of shimmyin’, shakin’ and tap-
pin’ going on. The guys trade 
licks in a whirlwind of dance 
styles from Maurice Hines to 
NSYNC to Gene Kelly, with a 
few Magic Mike moves thrown 
in for good measure.
 The talented cast consists 
of Jobari Parker-Namdar as No 
Moe, Sheldon Henry as Big 
Moe, Clinton Roane as Little 
Moe, Travis Porchia as Four-
Eyed Moe, Kevin McAllister 
as Nomax and Paris Nix as Eat 
Moe. And there is no way to 
single any  one performer out 
for praise. Believe me, I tried.
 In harmony, their rich voices 
blend together seamlessly, yet in 
solos, each has its own distinct 
style throughout the 25 num-
bers. Henry shows off a boogie-
woogie rhythm in “Caldonia;” 
Parker-Namdar and Porchia 
tear the place down with their 
funky chicken in “Ain’t No-
body Here But Us Chickens;” 
Parker-Namdar on “Reet, Petite 
and Gone;” Roane tells Nomax 
“I’m a chubby chaser!” in “I 
Like ‘Em Fat Like That;” and 
Nix shows off a soulful blues 
vibe in “Don’t Let the Sun 
Catch You Crying.” And they 
all shine bright backed by the 
smoking-hot six-piece orches-
tra led by Darryl G. Ivey.
 All aboard the “Choo Choo 
Ch’Boogie” with this “sepia 
symphonette.” 

“Five Guys Named Moe” 
runs through December 28 at 

Arena Stage, 1101 Sixth St. 
SE, Washington, DC 20024. 
For tickets and information 
call 202-488-3300 or visit 

www.arenastage.org. 

‘five Guys’ jazzes up a Broadway standard

PHOTO/C. STANlEY PHOTOGRAPHY  
Paris Nix portrays Eat Moe — one of five characters sharing the same moniker in Arena Stage’s production 
of “Five Guys Named Moe.” Although the troupe blends seamlessly in harmonies, Nix has a particularly 
bluesy voice in his solo offerings. 

alextimes.com PHOTO/C. STANlEY PHOTOGRAPHY  
The five men at the heart of “Five Guys Named Moe” wows audiences with their snappy dance routines, 
wonderful singing and stirring renditions of 1940s jazz standards. 
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each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walkers 
through 36 months) have fun in Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom. 
Playtime features a craft table, book 
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

now to December 21

MOUNT VERNON BY CANDLE-
LIGHT Join “Mrs. Washington” as she 
hosts an evening of candlelight tours, 
fireside caroling and festive treats. 
Timed tickets are $22 for adults and 
$15 for children aged 11 and under. 
Tickets available at the Ford Orientation 
Center or online.
Time: Each weekend, 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000,  
info@mountvernon.org or www.mount-
vernon.org

now to December 28
“A BROADWAY CHRISTMAS 
CAROL” Created by Kathy Feininger 
and directed by Michael Sharp, this 
MetroStage holiday tradition is a deli-
cious cross between the classic Dickens’ 
tale and uproarious song parodies of 
33 Broadway show tune favorites by 
Rodgers and Hammerstein, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, Stephen Sondheim and 
many more.
Time: Wednesday-Thursday, 8 p.m.; 
Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday, 3 & 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, 3 & 7 p.m.
Location: MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-548-9044

now to January 6
CHRISTMAS AT MOUNT  
VERNON Celebrate Christmas at 
Mount Vernon with themed decora-
tions, 12 Christmas trees and historical 
chocolate-making. Tour the rarely-open 
third floor of the mansion and learn how 
the Washingtons celebrated Christmas.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily
Location: Mount Vernon: George Wash-
ington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.
org

December 5-21
TOY DRIVE Support families in need 
with Volunteer Alexandria in partnership 
with the Alexandria City Department of 
Community and Human Services and 

Hunger Free Alexandria by volunteering 
and donating food and toys.
Time: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily
Location: John Carlyle Square, 300 
John Carlyle St.
Information: alexandriaholidaymar-
ket@gmail.com or www.alexandriaholi-
daymarket.com

December 5-24
ALEXANDRIA HOLIDAY  
MARKET Vendors from across the 
region come together for a tasteful 
event that gives the feeling of a unique 
European Christmas celebration. Food, 
beverages and merchandise will be 
available.
Time: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-624-0245 or info@
sandbevents.com

DEL RAY ARTISANS HOLIDAY 
MARKET Del Ray Artisans’ 19th Annu-
al Holiday Market features handcrafted 
work from local artists and handmade 
ornaments to benefit Del Ray Artisans; 
plus a Bake Sale to benefit Alexandria 
Tutoring Consortium.
Time: Friday 6 to 9 p.m.; Saturday 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-838-4827, holiday-
market@thedelrayartisans.org or www.
thedelrayartisans.org

December 5
TASTE OF SCOTLAND Attended by 
nearly 500 guests annually, this event 
features a Scotch tasting menu including 
a variety of Scotches direct from Scotland 
distilleries, Scottish ale sampling, beer, 
wine, and light fare. A seminar teaches 
the finer points of enjoying Scotch, while 
there is also a special Patrons Hour with 
rare, top-shelf Scotch and passed hors 
d’oeuvres. Tickets available online.
Time: 6:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: George Washington Masonic 
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: 703-549-0111 or www.
campagnacenter.org

December 6
SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS WALK 
PARADE The 44th annual Scottish 
Christmas Walk Parade through Alexan-
dria, featuring clans, bagpipes and other 
city organizations.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: King, Royal and Fairfax 
streets
Information: 703-549-0111

ORNAMENT DECORATING 
WORKSHOP Decorate a take-home 
artifact-shaped dough ornament 
inspired by colors and patterns from the 
City’s finest collection of 18th and 19th 
century excavated artifacts.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399

DEL RAY CELEBRATION OF THE 
HOLIDAYS Christmas carols and a 
chance to have your photo taken with 
Santa Claus in Del Ray’s holiday festival.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue

Information: 703-258-4516 or 
pmiller1806@comcast.net

HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE OF LIGHTS 
At sunset, Alexandria’s harbor lights 
up as more than 50 illuminated boats 
cruise the Potomac River at the historic 
waterfront, led by Alexandria’s fireboat 
Vigilant and Washington, D.C.’s fireboat 
John Glenn.
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Waterfront
Information: 703-746-3301

December 7
FIRST-PERSON WORKSHOP A 
four-part workshop on how to research 
and develop a first-person character, se-
lect appropriate period clothes, practice 
in character. There is also the opportu-
nity to step on stage during Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum’s 2014 Candlelight 
Tour Program. Cost is $40 for the series, 
$12 per class as space allows; tickets 
must be purchased in advance either 
at http://shop.alexandriava.gov or by 
calling 703-746-4242.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN 
PHILHARMONIC HOLIDAY 
CONCERT Performances of Gustav 
Holst’s Christmas Day with the NOVA 
Community Chorus, Ralph Vaughan-Wil-
liams’ Five Mystical Songs with the NOVA 
Community Chorus, Alfred Schnittke’s 
Concerto for Piano and Strings with 
pianist Lydia Frumkin and Songs for the 
Holidays by soprano Laura Mann. The 
NOVA Community Chorus and soprano 
Laura Mann, round out the concert with 
an array of traditional and non-traditional 
holiday music.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Washington Metropolitan 
Philharmonic Association, Convergence, 
1801 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-799-8229, wmpa@
earthlink.net or www.wmpamusic.org

December 13
HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA CANDLE-

LIGHT TOURS Tour Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, Carlyle House and Lee-Fendall 
House by candlelight while enjoying 
seasonal decorations, entertainment 
and light refreshments including historic 
chocolate.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gadsbys.
tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.gadsby-
stavern.org

CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS IN CAMP 
OPEN HOUSE A holiday event that 
interprets how Christmas was observed 
during the Civil War. It will feature a 
patriotic Santa Claus, living history 
interpreters, a Victorian tree, the Officers’ 
Hut decorated for the season, crafts for 
children and light refreshments. There 
will also be soldier-guided tours of the 
fort at 1 and 3 p.m., weather permitting.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-
toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.
Information: 703-746-4848

HOLIDAY INVITATIONAL CHEER 
COMPETITION Support youth 
cheerleading teams from neighborhood 
recreation centers and the metropolitan 
area in this annual competition. Tickets 
are available for purchase at the door 
the day of the event.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St.
Information: 703-746-5402 or  
tamika.coleman@alexandriava.gov

December 14
COLONIAL ENGLISH HANDBELL 
RINGERS RECITAL The Colonial 
English Handbell Ringers present “Suite 
Dreams” this holiday season featuring an 
80-plus handbell performance of several 
beloved Nutcracker Suite selections. This 
year’s holiday concert will also include 
some new arrangements of popular clas-
sics and an audience sing along.
Time: 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
lyceum

December 16
CHOCOLATE: FROM BEAN TO 
DRINK For homeschool families in 
Alexandria, see behind the scenes how 
chocolate goes from cocoa bean to bev-
erage in the 18th century. Tickets cost 
$8 per child, adults free of charge.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or shop.
alexandriava.gov

December 20
KWANZAA CELEBRATION Learn 
about the principles of Kwanzaa, a 
seven-day cultural celebration that 
begins December 26 and ends January 
1, and find out how to incorporate it into 
your holiday season. The program will be 
produced by Jessica Smith, Director of 
Culture Kingdom Kids and a Kwanzaa 
expert, who will lead participants in 
learning fun ways to celebrate the seven 
days of Kwanzaa.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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A Christmas Carol     12/05 - 12/20

Ring in the holiday season with a return of the 
classic by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, 
a miserly Victorian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas past, present, and 
future to fi nd the true meaning of the holidays. 
Complete with special effects, Victorian carols, 
and Tiny Tim, A Christmas Carol is a must for 
the entire family.  • Note: A Christmas Carol is 

not part of subscription and membership packages. 

A Christmas Carol     12/05 - 12/20

Ring in the holiday season with a return of the 
classic by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, 
a miserly Victorian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas past, present, and 
future to fi nd the true meaning of the holidays. 
Complete with special effects, Victorian carols, 
and Tiny Tim, A Christmas Carol is a must for 
the entire family.  • 

not part of subscription and membership packages.

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 
WWW.THELITTLETHEATRE.COM

CalenDar 
of evenTS

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

FOR TICKETS & INFO VISIT 

THECARLYLECLUB.COM

The Premier

DINING & 
SPECIAL 

EVENT VENUE 

411 John Carlyle St.
Alexandria, VA

703-548-8899

BATTLE OF THE BEST 
A TRIBUTE TO 

TINA TURNER AND 
CHAKA KHAN 

 Friday at 8pm 
Tickets $30 

12/19

PRE NEW YEARS EVE 
WITH BIG BAD JUJU 

 Saturday at 8pm 
Tickets $25 

12/27

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
GALA WITH 

DOC SCANTLIN 

 Wednesday at 8pm 
Tickets $220 per person

 + tax and gratuity

12/31
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Sparking the holiday spirit

to feature your business in the holiday gift guide, from 
now until december 24, call the alexandria times 

at 703-739-0001.

Holiday Gift Guide

Photos by Laura Sikes
Alexandria residents, visitors and local luminaries gathered 
in Market Square last week to mark the start of the holiday 
season with the city’s annual tree-lighting ceremony (top). 
The festivities included everything from Christmas carols to 
theater, and, of course, an appearance from Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus.

Four-year-old Julius Goodbar (middle) has a chat with Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus before having his photo taken.

Players from The Little Theatre of Alexandria’s “A Christ-
mas Carol” (bottom left) gave the audience a peak at the 
theatre’s production running Dec. 5-20. Larry Grey and 
Colleen Robinson, center, play Mr. & Mrs. Fezziwig.

The West Springfield High School Madrigals (bottom right) 
sang a medley of Christmas carols to mark the occasion.
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   his time of year is full of hol-
iday gatherings and celebra-

tion. Often, one needs a hostess 
gift or something for the family’s 
home, and thankfully Alexandria 
has plenty of options.
 For those seeking something 
special or unique for the home, 
Tchoupitoulas is “tradition with 
a twist.” Located at 210 N. Lee 
St. near bustling King Street, it is 
peaceful and inviting at Tchoupi-
toulas. There is an air of New 
Orleans to the place that seems to 
have found the balance of tradi-
tion with a bit of pizzazz. Shop-
pers find that the fine Tchoupi-
toulas furnishings and home 
accessories enhance traditional 
as well as contemporary spaces. 
Tchoupitoulas offers full interior 

design services too, so they also 
have plenty of advice on how to 
achieve a certain look. For more 
information call 703-299-0145 or 
visit www.tchoupitoulasfurnish-
ings.com.
 Another perfect spot for gifts 
just off King Street is Patrick’s 
on North St. Asaph Street 
Spread across two floors, 
the store offers a wide ar-
ray of products, including 
some of the best linens and 
home decor, and a large amount 
of holiday gifts, perfect for filling 
homes with holiday cheer. 
 A shopping trip for a gift must 
include a stop in the Carlyle area 
at Artfully Chocolate & Gifts. For 
housewarming gifts or presents, 
check out their paintings or de-

light a special someone with wine 
and chocolate.  
 In the heart of Old Town is So-
ciety Fair, a wine store, market, 
coffee bar and restaurant all in one. 
Some interesting presents include 
an artisan mixers sampler from 

cocktail ace Todd Thrasher and 
the “Sweet and Salty Circus,” 
a handmade sampling of 
Virginia peanut brittle, krisp 
treats and cookies. 

Unwined, with locations in Bra-
dlee and Belle View shopping cen-
ters, is ideal for those seeking wine 
or wine related items in addition to 
unique gifts like local cheeses, craft 
beer and high quality cigars. 
 Be a thoughtful guest this holi-
day season and pick up the perfect 
host gift today.

Chocolate is always 
the perfect gift!

www.artfullychocolate.com
506 John Carlyle Street 

(703) 575-8686

Check out the great 
hostess gifts, client gifts, 
stocking stuffers, wine 
and more.  
Don’t forget the original 
artwork by Eric, the owner. 
It’s a super gift for that 
someone special.

Our knowledgeable, friendly team can offer advice on 
wines at every price point to satisfy any palette. 

Wine: Always a welcome gift!

Quality Wine • Gourmet • Gifts • Accessories

www.unwinedva.cOm
Belle View 571.384.6880
Bradlee 703.820.8600

277 S. Washington Street
703.683.3247 • store.societyfair.net

Holiday Dinner To-Go Bag
Beef Tenderloin  •  Chestnut & Sherry Soup

Creamy Mashed Potatoes •  Sautéed Glazed Carrots
Pan-Roasted Brussels Sprouts with Pancetta 

and Butter Potato Rolls. $100, serves two  
and 

Holiday Brunch Bag
Seasonal Quiche, Cinnamon Rolls and more!  $75, serves four

Reserve your bags today at store.societyfair.net!

 Fair!at the

TCHOUPITOULAS

Our Client Design 
Center Is Getting  

A Makeover!

Come See Our  
Swanky New Space!

Monday–Friday 10am–6pm
Saturday 10am–5pm

Sunday 12pm–5pm

210 N. Lee Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-299-0145

TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com Active duty and retired US military always receive an additional 10% off every sale.

Fine Furnishings and Interior Design
Tradition with a Twist

to feature your business in the holiday gift guide, from 
now until december 24, call the alexandria times 

at 703-739-0001.

Hostess Gifts & Gifts  
for the Home

Holiday Gift Guide

T
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T.C. Williams junior  
Noah Lyles impresses on 
the track

By CHrIS Teale 

 

 T.C. Williams has a strong 
pedigree of producing track 
stars, and has unearthed another 
gem in the form of Noah Lyles, 
a junior sprinter who has risen to 
national prominence.
 Lyles helped the Titans 
win the state outdoor track 
and field championships ear-
lier this year, picking up gold 
medals indoors and outdoors in 
both individual sprints and the 
4x400 meters relay. 
 The 17-year-old then trav-
eled to Nanjing, China in Au-

gust for the 2014 Youth Olym-
pic Games, where he won gold 
in the 200 meters with a time of 
20.80 seconds. It was the first 
time an American had won gold 
at the competition, and was his 
second international tourna-
ment, having also competed in 
the 2013 World Youth Champi-
onships in Donetsk, Ukraine.
 He was nominated for U.S. 
Track and Field’s Youth Athlete 
of the Year award, but lost out to 
Texas sprinter Myles Marshall.
 Lyles has developed along-
side his equally talented younger 
brother Josephus, another sprint-
er with T.C. who has garnered 
national recognition of his own. 
 “The difference between my 
sophomore year and my fresh-

man year would probably have 
to be overall growth,” Noah 
Lyles said. “I don’t think too 
much has changed, as in both 
years I didn’t do a lot of weight 
training, we tried to always fo-
cus on my starts. 
 “Overall, I think my body 
has started growing and got a 
little stronger by itself and I just 
keep training.”
 T.C. track coach Mike 
Hughes said he has worked 
with few athletes as gifted as 
Lyles.
 “[His talent] is way off 
scale,” Hughes said. “I have 
some experience. I’ve been 

coaching for 35 years and have 
worked at the collegiate level so 
have seen this caliber of athlete 
at the collegiate level.” 
 The gold medal at the Youth 
Olympics Games is a highlight 
for Lyles, having won only sil-
ver with the U.S. medley relay 
team in Ukraine.
 “My freshman year when I 
did it [in Ukraine], I really was 
happy but I couldn’t really feel it 
as much as when I went to Chi-
na,” he said. “In China I went for 
an individual event, and when 
you’re running by yourself and 
you’re representing your coun-
try, it feels so much better.

 “I crossed the finish line and 
went crazy. I was super excited, 
I flashed back to all the pain I 
went through over the hard 
work I’ve done.” 
 For Hughes, seeing one of 
his young charges winning gold 
for the U.S. was a moment that 
will live long in his memory.
 “It’s a thrill of a coaching 
career,” he said. “Kids like that 
come by once in a life cycle. 
That was really impressive.”
 T.C.’s track team impressed 
greatly at April’s Penn Relays, 
held at the University of Penn-

COURTESY PHOTO 
Noah Lyles (center) enjoyed a strong 2014 for T.C. Williams and in international competitions, earning 
himself a nomination for U.S. Track and Field’s Youth Athlete of the Year.

A year to 
remember

SporTS

Community Minded    Balanced

Effective Communicators    

Independent
Learners

Please join us  
for an Open House:

Dec. 9

Jan. 9

Jan. 13

Visit www.acdsnet.org 
for time and details 
or call to schedule a 
tour 703.837.1303

2400 Russell Road   
Alexandria, VA 22301   
www.acdsnet.org

K–8

Depending on how the template interprets the layout, adjustments may be necessary for your ad
size.  These adjustments may involve lining up the green bar  and adjusting the placement of the
logo or text.

To change the text, double click on it and an inspector box will open.  Type in your text, or cut and
paste from another document. Close the box after saving your changes.

The background may be changed by double clicking on the picture. When the inspector box opens
up, select your image by clicking on it. Click "Apply" at the bottom and then click "OK" to close
the inspector.

The blue line around the ad is the bleed line.  The default bleed is set to .125". If your ad has a
different bleed, or no bleed, change or remove the bleed as follows:

1) Double click the red "Document Settings" link at the top of the page.

2) When the inspector box opens set the bleed and trim to 0.  If the ad has a different bleed amount,
type it into the bleed box.

3) Click "Ok" and close the window.

These ads are on an approval loop so we can check layouts.  Please allow 24 hours after finishing
your ad for proof and approval. Ads submitted on Friday will be proofed and returned by end of
day the following Monday.

Call Today: 7036830777
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106,
Alexandria, VA, 22314

New clients only. May not be combined with any other offers or discounts.

Complimentary Fitness
Consultation PLUS $225
off 36 or more sessions

Limited Time Offer

WE KNOW YOU'RE BETTER THAN A GENERIC
FITNESS ROUTINE

    If you put in the work,
    you should get the results.

SEE lyleS | 19
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COURTESY PHOTO 
Lyles runs hard in the 4x400 meters relay, an event T.C. shone in at 
the Penn Relays in April.

sylvania, where they finished as 
the top American squad.
 “One of my [brother Jose-
phus’] goals was to reach the 
Penn Relays finals,” Lyles said. 
“Truthfully, I doubted him all 
the way; I did not think we were 
going to go to finals. 
 “I’m always going with 
my brother’s plans because he 
wants to achieve greatness. We 
were excited; we already knew 
what we wanted to split. As 
soon as we saw our time, we 
were all going crazy.”
 One of the biggest chal-
lenges for any student-athlete 
is maintaining the balance be-
tween athletics and schoolwork. 
However, with the support of 
his parents and teachers, Lyles 
is hopeful of success in the 
classroom.
 “I wasn’t too happy last year 
with my grades,” he said. “They 
were decent, but I knew I could 
do better and my mom knew I 
could do better. 
 “This year, I’m actually fo-

cusing to keep both of them 
balanced; I’m trying to be a 
student-athlete. My mom al-
ways stresses that on me and my 
brother.”
 A possible collegiate career 
is already in the back of Lyles’ 
mind with a number of Divi-
sion I schools declaring their 
interest, although he already is 
leaning towards the University 
of Florida.
 With the indoor track sea-
son underway, Hughes believes 
his young sprinter is more than 
capable of coping with the 
pressure that comes with being 
a top athlete.
 “He didn’t come by this 
overnight, he grew into it and 
he’s well aware of that,” Hughes 
said. “[He’s] hard-working, got 
a lot of ability, but a lot to learn 
about his racing. His improve-
ments are going to come from 
his mental development and 
racing techniques and training 
techniques.”
 After a strong 2014, the fu-
ture looks bright for Lyles, an-
other Titans track star that has 
the potential to make waves on 
the senior international circuit.

SEE OUR INSERT IN TODAY’S PAPER

VALID FRIDAY, DEC 5 THRU THURSDAY, DEC 11, 2014

The MO’st Holiday Choices
Gift More, Spend Less!

$25 Men’s Smith’s
Sherpa Lined Hoodie
Reg. $29.99

$999999999999
NOW

Timberland 
Classic 6’’
Men’s Waterproof Boots • Reg. $109.99
Black Available in Select Stores

Men’s

SAVE
$10

#10066W
#10069W

The MO’st Holiday ChoicesThe MO’st Holiday ChoicesThe MO’st Holiday Choices
Gift More, Spend Less!Gift More, Spend Less!Gift More, Spend Less!

Men’s Under Armour 
Cold Gear Long Sleeve
Top or Bottoms
Reg. $49.99

NOW $37.49
UNDER ARMOUR

VALID FROM
12/7/14-12/13/14

25%25252525%%%%
OFF
 MSRP

25252525%%%
Your Choice

Select Men’s or Women’s adidas Fleece
MSRP $40–$55

NOW $30–$41.25
Men’s or Women’s

Champion
Cotton Fleece
Reg. $19.99–$24.99

NOW
$14.99–$18.74

UNDER ARMOUR

12/7/14-12/13/14

Cold Gear Long Sleeve

lyleS 
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at Home
‘Tis the season to deck your hall

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe Follow Us
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

 European Country Living � 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   TEL (703) 778-4172   OnLinE ShopECL.com

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe

Home of the Week sponsored by european country living

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

Home of THe Week

 This delightful brick home at 504 
Pendleton St. is one of the seldom-
available 11 townhouses that were con-
structed by Carr Homes in 2003, and 
is a wonderfully livable property. The 
living and dining areas and a half bath-
room are at street level, and backing 
into these is the well-designed kitchen 
with granite countertops, a breakfast 
bar and double ovens. The kitchen fea-
tures a large breakfast — or family — 
area with a fireplace. On all three levels 
of the home’s open plan, light streams 
through the tall front and back windows 
and floods the high-ceilinged rooms. 
 One of the home’s best features is 
the brick walled patio immediately be-
hind the kitchen, with a small fountain 
and lovely landscaping designed by its 
owners. This patio, which has a per-
manent gas grill, provides a delightful 
view from the interior of the home. A 

second, very unusual, feature for homes 
in the heart of Old Town is the large 
two-car garage immediately behind the 
patio, which provides easy access to the 
kitchen.
 On the second floor the huge, sump-
tuous master bedroom has a wall of 
windows that also overlook the patio. 
The master bedroom features two large 
walk-in closets and a sparkling marble 
bathroom with soaking tub and separate 
shower. The laundry room is adjacent, a 
convenient plus.
 An office on the same level is spa-
cious and sunny, while there are two ad-
ditional bedrooms on the top level, each 
with an en suite bathroom and a walk-
in closet. Separating the two bedrooms 
is an open and inviting sitting area that 
provides additional family or office 
space, while there is good storage space 
throughout. 

 It is extremely rare in Old Town to 
find such a modern, well-designed and 
welcoming home with a double garage, 
which is also wonderfully located. This 
home at 504 Pendleton St. offers easy 
walking access to two parks and the Po-
tomac River, two grocery stores, many 
restaurants and both King and Washing-
ton streets.

A rare beauty in the heart of Old Town

At a Glance:
Location:  504 Pendleton St.,  
  Alexandria, VA 22314
Price: : $1,169,000

Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 4
Year Built: 2003 
Parking: 2-car garage

Contact:  Patricia White, 
  Berkshire Hathaway | PenFed Realty, 
  703-683-7423, 
  patricia.white@penfedrealty.com 
  Nancy Macklin, 703-819-8033 

PHOTOS / PENFEd REAlTY.  
Lovely court yard between kitchen and garage.

Walk to everything from this stunning 11 
year old stunning town house

By elaIne markouTSaS 

  Some of us have quite the 
knack for holiday decorating. 
It’s fluid, almost effortless, in-
stinctive or precisely planned 
— and, most of all, it’s done 
early. All the better to kick back 
by the fire and enjoy, a glass of 
nutmeg-laced eggnog or wine 
in hand.

 The rest of us need a little 
jump-start — especially if we 
want to change things up a bit. 
There are plenty of ideas out 
there — in magazines, catalogs, 
retail websites, blogs, home de-
sign shows. The downside is with 
the volume of information and 
sources, it’s difficult to hone in.
 But just as it is with all of 
home design, it’s how you put 

things together that creates a 
cohesive look and personalizes 
spaces. The same is true with 
holiday decor. Follow your in-
stincts. Just a few touches of 
color and sparkle can elevate 
the everyday to festive.
 Some retailers have made 
it all a bit easier by grouping 
ornaments, garlands and even 
Santas and angels into themes 

that cover lifestyle or decor 
trends.
 You may wonder how these 
holiday styles get launched. 
Michelle Lamb, editor of The 
Trend Curve, a publication that 
forecasts home furnishings 
trends internationally for de-
signers and architects, actually 
covers Christmasworld, a trade 
show in Frankfurt, Germany, 

where trends are shaped much 
as they are for home furnish-
ings.
 What she saw echoed some 
current design directions, such 
as layering, which she says 
makes surfaces look unique. 
Also texture and dimension, 
which were expressed in fin-

SEE HolIDayS | 21
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Indoor Storage – del ray

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

ishes such as gesso, not only 
in gold but also in white. She 
looks for glitter to come on 
even stronger next year, with 
large-scale gemstones in napkin 
rings and ornaments.
 And get ready for pink in all 
shades. It already has surfaced 
in brights, which line up with 
retro trends. Midtone pinks are 
making inroads, and pastels are 
starting to emerge. And surely 
you’ve seen a broader range of 
greens from lime to more olive, 
mossy and blue greens.
 Handcrafted ornaments are 
being embraced, destined to be 
treasured, much like the crafts 
children make. Texture is play-
ing a larger role, for solid de-
sign reasons. What stands out in 
a well-designed all-white inte-
rior? Contrasting surfaces, like 
shiny and matte, some dimen-
sion, and layering, which lends 
depth and creates contrast. Tac-
tile surfaces are welcome, just 
like cuddly cashmere throws.
 Some may never stray from 
traditional red and green, but 
it’s pretty difficult to not be se-
duced by some of the cool col-
ors out there. You probably can 
find ornaments and accents to 
go with most interiors palettes, 
from jewel tones to almost neon 
brights. If you stick with a sin-
gle hue, repeat it with pillows 
(seasonal or not), throws and 
other accessories.
 Metallic and other glittery 
accents are especially glamor-
ous at this time of year. Gold, 
silver, copper and bronze ac-
cents add shine. Mercury glass 
looks have become staples dur-
ing the holiday because of their 
reflective qualities. And any-
thing that glitters or is beaded 
is especially enchanting with 
candlelight.
 Besides votives, a variety of 
candlesticks in different shapes 
and materials can be effectively 
grouped on mantels, side tables 
and sideboards.
 And live greens and plants 
lend a special quality, with 
boughs of balsam, pine or fir, 
with the added benefit of fresh 
scent. Paper whites, amaryl-

lis, tulips, orchids and even 
hydrangeas are alternatives to 
traditional poinsettias, but even 
these can be found in colors 
other than red. 
 “I like to use a lot of natu-
ral green — magnolia and pine, 
maybe some holly berries,” 
says New York designer Bunny 
Williams, who did a holiday 
collection for Ballard. “(Real) 
or faux green apples look great 
tucked into the greenery.” And 
she says even an everyday blue-
and-white dinnerware looks 
beautiful on a table dressed 
with sparkling gold deer, shim-
mering hurricanes and tons of 
mercury glass votives.
 Styling your home for the 
holidays may span the spare 
to flush, which can suit a huge 
range of tastes. Take a stairway, 
for example. A simple bow at 
the newel post might suffice. 
Or, one idea from marthastew-
art.com is to create a garland 
of current Christmas cards and 
hang them from the bannister. 
Then, too, this can be the per-
fect showcase for some new 
colorful ornaments, fastened 
by pretty ribbons. (Try pa-
persource.com for a rainbow 
of satin and organza ribbons, 
available for the retailer’s fash-
ionable wrapping papers, and 
beautiful enough for display.) 
 Wreaths are perhaps the 
go-to decor for doors and win-
dows, but other attractive op-
tions include sprays of greens, 
enhanced by ornaments and 
fruit. It’s really the perfect DIY: 
purchasing a plain spray, per-

haps dotted with pine cones 
(most super markets will sell 
them) and add your own col-
ored orbs, faux or fresh fruit 
and coordinating ribbon, tied in 
a loose bow. 
 Mantelscapes are another 
obvious place to create ambi-
ence, whether or not you have 
stockings hanging from them. 
On the Crate and Barrel web-
site, there’s a tutorial on how to 
style a holiday mantel, which 
dishes three basic tips: Arrange 
items from high to low (the fo-
cal point can be a wreath, a mir-
ror or wall art); group similar 
items together; mix materials 
and textures — try different 
combinations of burnished met-
als, glazed ceramics, colored 
and clear glass and weathered 
woods. Plus, there are three dif-
ferent illustrated takes that cov-
er classic, modern and casual.
 While you may favor a min-
imal look, that can take on very 
different interpretations. A rus-
tic setting may feature rough-
hewn plank floors or even 
walls, lots of natural elements 
like twigs or pine cones. 
 On the other hand, generally 
lean interiors with furnishings 
in straight lines may welcome 
a bauble or three, as well as a 
few curves in a modern con-
text. Sparkling ornaments add 
luster; try pooling a shimmery 
garland around bowls of orna-
ments and candles on a console 
table. Textural notes can help 
soften crisp edges, like tactile 

PHOTO/POTTERY BARN  
A cozy mood is set with puffy white faux fur and textured stockings, 
while the mantel top is layered for effect: greens, candles and glittery 
faceted trees, ranging in heights.
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~ Salute the Scottish Walk ~
Our sweet Twinkie is ready for Alexandria’s parade 

and a new home for the holidays. 

Twinkie, a brown/peach tabby is 4 years old. 
Her green eyes glow with affection for humans,

as she loves companionship.

Can you share the love this season? 
Twinkie is anxious to meet her new person!

FOR MORE INFO ABOUT ADOPTABLE CATS,  
PLEASE VISIT WWW.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg  

OR PhONE US AT 703-746-4774.

ThANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

.
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to feature your business in  

Shop Around  
the Corner

call alexandria times  
at 703-739-0001. 

 
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

December 24

WATERSKI SANTA SHOW In its 29th 
consecutive year, Santa Claus and his 
merry band waterski into Washington, 
D.C., and can be watched along the 
Alexandria waterfront.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Waterfront
Information: 571-385-2929

December 31
ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY 
FIRST NIGHT FAMILY PROGRAM 
Learn about Alexandria’s salt-glazed 
stoneware potters at this fun, hands-on 
First Night Alexandria program. Discover 
the unique styles and techniques be-
tween H.C. Smith (1825-1841) and B.C. 
Milburn (1841-1876), and create your 
own take-home design on paper using 
markers, paint, or both at this free, kid-
friendly activity.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

December 31-January 1

FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA A family-
friendly celebration of the New Year 
through the performing arts and other 
activities.
Time: Noon Wednesday to 12:15 a.m. 
Thursday
Location: Various throughout Old Town
Information: 703-746-3301 or ador-
man@meetingsandeventsofdistinction.
com

January 8-22

CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE CLASSES 
In preparation for the Civil War Ball 
on January 24 learn the waltz, polka, 
Virginia Reel and more from an expert 
dance master.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

CalenDar 
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A metal tree form collects ornaments for display on a side table.
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leaves of felt forming a snowy-
white wreath or framing a 
tabletop tree. A bright spot on 
any color background, it even 
stands out against white be-
cause of its layered fabric and 
can star in either a contempo-
rary or traditional setting.
 If you have a favorite large 
bowl, whether it’s in white por-
celain, ruby glass, majolica or 
Blue Willow, put it to use with a 
special holiday accent. Spiff it up 
with snowy-white, gold or silvery 
pine cones. Or fill it with lemons 
or clementines. Do the same with 
smaller bowls, filling them with 
colorful candies or nuts, paying 
attention to shape. Aerin Lauder, 
whose home is featured in the 
November/December issue of 
Elle Decor, accessorizes with 
gold-leaf and gold crystal bowls 
from her Aerin collection. And 
she arranges deep red peonies 
and berry branches in vases, for 
rich color.

 “Most of all,” she told the 
magazine, “it’s about tradition 
and the spirit of the season. I 
love to create a sense that it is a 
special time of year.” 
 Just how lavish or low-key 
you make it is up to you. But 
there’s no doubt that even a 
small effort to dress will mat-
ter, not only to you but your 
holiday guests.
 Orlando Soria, a guest 
blogger for Crate and Barrel, 
showed off some of his own 
holiday decor, punctuated by 
turquoise on a vintage silver 
tree, with plenty of packages 
wrapped in the same scheme. 
 “Christmas is a great time to 
re-envision our homes and get 
excited about decor, says Soria, 
an interior designer who found-
ed Hommemaker, primarily a 
site for men who like to make 
stuff, but really for anyone who 
enjoys home design.
 Think of holiday decorating 
as a gift for your home, one that 
gives back, making it inviting 
for all.

VIRGINIA L. CHINN (79), of 
Alexandria, November 17 2014

AGDA A. COHEN (84),  
of Alexandria, November 22 2014

DARRELL H. DALKIN (71),  
of Alexandria, November 28 2014

ANNA G. DUNN (85),  
of Alexandria, November 24 2014

RANDALL SAWYER HART,  
of Alexandria, November 23 2014
BETTY J. JONES (74),  

of Alexandria, November 19 2014

VIVIAN L. KYLES,  
of Alexandria, November 24 2014

PETER J. MCCAHILL (81), 
of Alexandria, November 22 2014

CATHERINE M. PHILLIPPE (75),  
of Alexandria, November 14 2014

MARJORIE M. STICKELL,  
of Alexandria, November 21 2014

oBITuarIeS



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    DECEMBER 4, 2014 | 23 



24 | DECEMBER 4, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

alexanDrIa’S  
nonprofITS

Making a difference every day. 

you can make a difference with your  
tax deductible donation to charity. 

please donate to these worthy causes.

Pro
tectin

g Children, Strengthening Families

‘Tis the Season of Family Gatherings Filled With Love and Laughter...
Unfortunately, many abused and neglected children in our community will not enjoy 

the warmth and love of family during the holidays or throughout the year.
The Center for Alexandria’s Children provides a beacon of hope to 
abused and neglected children, ensuring that their needs, safety and 
healing are treated with the utmost care and attention.

The Center’s preventive training helps those who work with children 
to recognize and report child abuse, and our Learn & PlayGroups™ 
prepare children ages 0-5 years for preschool readiness, while assisting 
families in strengthening the protective factors that lead to safe and 
nurturing environments.

Protecting children...Strengthening Families
1900 N. Beauregard St., #200

Alexandria, VA  22311 • (703) 746-6008

nurturing environments.

Please Make a Difference in the Life of a Child.
Donate Now at: www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org

The Center for Alexandria’s Children

 As we enter our 48th year,  Senior Services
of Alexandria thanks all of its many 
supporters for helping us make a di� erence 
in the lives of Alexandria’s seniors.

www.seniorservicesalex.org

Happy Holidays from our family to yours!

Thank you for 
your support of

All donations over $500 to CFNC are eligible for a 65% tax credit through the Neighborhood 
Assistance Act Tax Credit Program for Education. For more information go to www.cfnc-online.org

Help Wright to Read give 
the gift of literacy to 
Alexandria elementary 
school children in need by 
donating fi nancial support 
or your time as a volunteer.  

See www.wrighttoread.org 
for more information.

THANK YOU for supporting our programs in 2014.
Please keep us in mind when planning your year-end giving.

3912 Elbert Ave. Suite 108, Alexandria, VA 22305

 T: (703) 549-4407 www.communitylodgings.org

September 30, 2014
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

Minnie Howard School Library
3801 West Braddock Road
Alexandria, VA 22302
* Accessible by DASH Route AT5

Join us to:
•	 Learn about the Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Master Plan Update

•	 Explore innovative strategies to create a 
low stress environment for bicycling and 
walking

•	 Provide input through FUN activities 
about where you walk and ride, and 
how we can create a more bicycle and 
pedestrian friendly community

Can’t make it to the open house?
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/PedBikePlan to 
share your ideas on our Wikimap and  online 
Survey.

Alexandria Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Master Plan Update 

Public Meeting

For more info please visit 
www.alexandriava.gov/PedBikePlan

 SANTA’S WINTER WONDERLAND
Charles Houston Recreation Center

901 Wythe Street Alexandria, VA

SANTA’S ACTIVITIES
Monday, December 15th thru Saturday, December 20th

“Euille Tide” Christmas Stories, Performances, 
Pictures, Breakfast and Gifts from Santa

Unwrapped Gifts and Financial Donations are Welcome 
Santa Needs Your Help!

       For more information please contact Ian Hawkins at (703) 549-7115 ext. 213

Alexandria Tutoring Consortium
Go to www.alexandriatutors.org

to learn more and to sign up to  
tutor an ACPS kindergartner  

or first grader in reading.  
Guidance and lesson  

plans provided.

alexandria times 
at 703-739-0001.
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ACT knows when it comes to alexandria...

There’s no place like home

Make a difference in your community today at www.actforalexandria.org/give-now-ad 

The Alexandria Seaport Foundation (ASF) has been 
improving the lives of young people in the metropolitan 
area since 1993. Through project based learning, adult 
mentoring and the craft of wooden boat building, ASF 
provides young people the self esteem which comes 
from seeing a project through to fruition. In local middle 
schools and in our Duke Street boat shop, ASF empowers 
youth and young adults.
Please consider the gift of philanthropy this year by 
making a donation to the Alexandria Seaport Foundation
www.alexandriaseaport.org

24th 
Annual

Please donate new toys, 
infant/toddler items and grocery 

store gift cards to support 
Alexandria families

    Suggested items for 
     Boys & Girls, ages 1-13:
Legos, Educational Toys, Cars, 

Arts&Crafts, Board Games, 
  Dolls of Color, Train Sets, Playmobile

THANK YOU 
very much for your support!

Please visit: 
www.VolunteerAlexandria.org

for the Full Listing of Toy Suggestions 
and 2014 Toy Collection Drive 

Drop-off Locations
Questions? Contact us at 703-836-2176 

or mail@volunteeralexandria.org

Your Community Resource for Volunteerism123 North Alfred Street Alexandria, Virginia, 22314

Drop off new 
toys here by 
December

19th!

As a community-based, non-profit 
housing organization, AHDC works 
to make homes affordable in the 
City of Alexandria. 

Rental apartments are available. 
Call 703-519-5204  

www.housingalexandria.org

www.HopkinsHouse.org
A Nonprofit Learning Center 
for Children, Youths, and Families

    & 
Thank You!

To our many Friends, 
Donors, Young Scholars, Volunteers, 

Employees, and Alumni

Hopkins House
Celebrating  75  Years

Happy Holidays 

   
  F

ol

low us

@Hopkins_House
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To the editor:
 Most Americans watched 
tirelessly for the decision read 
by the prosecutor in Ferguson, 
Mo. regarding Officer Darren 
Wilson and the shooting death 
of Michael Brown. I will say 
that I maintained an open mind 
in the beginning of this case, 
but admit I became skepti-
cal of the Brown defense after 
seeing the surveillance footage 
of Brown’s ruthless robbery 
and hearing Dorian Johnson’s 
(co-conspirator in the robbery) 
testimony which seemed to be 
untrustworthy. Regardless, I 
still understood that due pro-
cess in this country is the fair 
and democratic way to resolve 
issues and withheld my overall 
opinion. 

 For months, I heard “no 
justice, no peace” and “black 
lives matter” chants via news 
outlets. I agree that justice is 
sacred and can only be found 
after a full police and judicial 
investigation.
 After several months and 
a full investigation, the grand 
jury announced a no true bill 
for any charges against Officer 
Wilson. Immediately riots en-
sued, fire was thrown, gunshots 
heard, blood was shed and live-
lihoods were lost in Ferguson. 
Riots and demonstrations were 
documented in dozens of cities 
in the U.S. Those who previ-
ously called for “justice” were 
angered after the “justice” was 
determined even though they 
were ignorant of the investi-

gation. I also felt that not only 
“black lives” matter, but “all 
lives” should matter.
 As someone who has lived 
and worked in Alexandria for 
a while, I just want to give 
thanks that Alexandria is not 
Ferguson. Alexandria, a city 
known for being a melting pot, 
combines citizens of all races, 
cultures, economic statuses, 
and views. A city long ago 
known for slave trading has 
since evolved to a city run ma-
jorly by minorities. The black 
citizens of power include the 
police chief, city manager, 
mayor, manager’s assistants, 
school superintendent, public 
housing president and so on. 

our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

 The Alexandria Visitors and Convention Associa-
tion got it right in its latest marketing slogan: Alexan-
dria is an extraordinary place filled with remarkable 
people.
 We all know a few people with amazing stories. But 
there are hundreds of compelling people living right in 
our midst that we’ve never met — people who are do-
ing incredible things. 
 The Times is going to bring you as many of these 
stories as possible, starting this week. In this, the first 
of our holiday issues, we have two inspiring profiles. 
The first is a piece on Wendy Taylor, an Alexandria 
resident who is spearheading a USAID program to use 
innovation to help solve the Ebola crisis. Times report-
er Susan Hale Thomas tells how Taylor is leading an 
initiative that seeks improved designs to make Ebola 
protective gear safer and easier to wear for long peri-
ods. Taylor also is seeking a faster, on-ground test for 
the Ebola virus that would slow its spread.
 Also in this issue, Times writer Chris Teale in-
terviews T.C. Williams track star Noah Lyles, who 
recently earned a nomination for the U.S. Track and 
Field Association’s Youth Athlete of the Year award. 
Although Lyles ultimately was not chosen for the hon-
or, he has had a phenomenal year.
 In addition to helping the Titans track team win 
the state championship, the junior won a gold medal 
at the Youth Olympic Games in Nanjing, China — the 
first gold for an American at the competition. Division 
I college programs already are setting their recruiting 
sights on the teenager.
 Not every amazing Alexandrian is operating on a 
world stage like Taylor or Lyles. Some wage remark-
able battles with chronic, debilitating pain but still 
lead productive lives. Others make an enormous dif-
ference volunteering at retirement homes, hospitals 
and schools. Still others overcome tragic home lives to 
achieve academic, professional or athletic success. 
 We can’t tell every compelling story that comes to 
our notice, but we will tell as many as we can. So look 
for your friends and neighbors, some known to you and 
some not, on these pages in the coming months. And 
send us your ideas about newsworthy Alexandrians by 
going to www.alextimes.com, clicking on the About 
Us header, clicking on Contact Us and then the story 
submission form.
 The stories of extraordinary Alexandrians are an 
inspiration to us all.

Taylor, Lyles just a 
couple of Alexandria’s 
amazing achievers

Alexandria is not Ferguson

SEE ferguSon | 28
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To the editor:
 I am a retiree, who like 
many other retirees, could 
have chosen to live in any 
number of cities or towns. 
However, I chose to live in 
Alexandria. Why? There is 
a quality of life, a spirit of 
community and a sense of 
history here like few other 
places in our great land.
 Like so many other re-
tirees, I devote a great deal 
of my time to volunteer 
work. What I have learned 
from this experience is that 
Alexandria is such an out-
standing community to a 
great extent because of the 
enormous contributions 
volunteers make to this 
quality of life.
 I wish I could add kind 
words about our city coun-
cil, especially since I voted 
for them. Unfortunately, it 
has become increasingly 
clear to me that the very 
spirit of our city, so well 
embodied in our volunteers, 
has somehow been lost in 
this city council. And I am 
not alone in feeling this be-
trayal.
 I have seen too many of 
my fellow retirees cashing 
in and moving out in the 
past year. They, like me, 
live on fixed incomes, and 
the double barreled attack 
on our personal finances by 
the simultaneous raising of 
property assessments and 
tax rates hit very hard.
 City Councilor Justin 
Wilson says he wants to 
show us why even more 
taxes are needed. A bud-

get without new taxes will 
show us, he claims, the cuts 
in services that will be re-
quired. To Wilson, and to 
all other members of the 
council, I say “Show us. 
Please.”
 I challenge Justin or any 
other councilors to come to 
our community and show 
us first what all the rev-
enue generated by higher 
assessments and higher 
taxes have provided to 
us. We do not see it. Then 
show us exactly what will 
be lost without new taxes. 
Wilson expects we retirees 
to tighten our belts but does 
not expect the same for the 
city government.
 As I noted, I voted for 
this council. While I cannot 
go so far as to endorse any 
candidate from “the other 
Party,” I challenge those 
who think like so many of 
us to stand up and run for 
office as an independent. 
And in so doing, pledge the 
following:
 1. There will be no con-
sideration of any major proj-
ect that generates new debt, 

like the Potomac Yard Metro 
that will add more than $200 
million, unless and until our 
current debt is reduced by at 
least 15 percent.
 2. Any new budget 
should include a commit-
ment to reduce our debt 
by 5 percent per year. That 
is hardly an ambitious tar-
get, but the current council 
shows no interest whatso-
ever regarding passing this 
debt year by year to the res-
idents of Alexandria now 
and in the future.
 Alexandria is a wonder-
ful city, and we must do ev-
erything we can to keep it 
that way. That includes en-
suring that we do not drive 
away those who contribute 
so much to our quality of 
life — our volunteers.
 It is time our council-
ors understand they are not 
in jobs guaranteed for life. 
They can and will be de-
feated if they continue to 
force us to tighten our belts 
while they loosen theirs.

- David Beck
Alexandria

Retirees are forced to budget,  
why can’t city council? Filling in the blanks

with Karen Graf

 Community engagement is a 
key focus of this school board, so 
it is no surprise that both the board 
and superintendent are reaching 
out to our community more than 
ever and asking for their views on 
key issues within our schools.
 Recently, three committees 
have been formed to plan for the 
future shape of Alexandria City 
Public Schools. They consist of 
initiatives around world 
language, middle school 
honors and strategic 
planning. Additionally, 
a large number of resi-
dents voiced their pri-
orities for next year’s 
budget at a community 
forum last month.
 One of the qualities 
of a competitive educational sys-
tem is access to world language in 
the elementary years. This commit-
tee will explore how to grow our 
language offerings in the school 
district. ACPS has three schools 
with regular language offerings, all 
for Spanish. Once elementary stu-
dents get to middle school, they are 
able to take German, Latin, Span-
ish, French or Chinese.  S o m e 
of these secondary language offer-
ings are struggling to retain enroll-
ment, but we know that second-lan-
guage development is an important 
curriculum to offer our students.
 One way to strengthen our lan-
guage offerings is to offer them in 
elementary school. We also can 
grow future secondary offerings 
by including new languages in el-
ementary and growing them over a 
series of years.
 During the first meeting, a di-
verse group of community members 
talked about the types of language 
program models that might be pos-
sible for ACPS. They also explored 
the constraints in implementing lan-
guage programs at different schools 
— from budgetary to recruitment of 
experienced resources.
 Last year, the school board 
voted to support a new administra-
tive model for the middle schools. 
During this effort, the community 

was vocal in wanting a discussion 
around the middle school honors 
program. This committee was de-
signed to bring a collection of di-
verse members together to evalu-
ate our current model.
 As they explore the student 
population and rigor models, they 
will report any ideas or improve-
ments that can be accomplished 
in the next school year to the su-

perintendent and then 
to the school board. The 
committee is focused on 
issues like intervention 
support plans for honors 
students or the guidelines 
for students to participate 
in open enrollment hon-
ors courses.
 The district is 

sunsetting its 2010-2015 strategic 
plan this year. A stakeholder com-
mittee of 25 community members 
was formed this fall, along with an 
eight-person steering committee, 
led by two residents. The work of 
these two committees will produce 
the framework for all of the actions 
of ACPS from 2016 through 2020. 
The plan will direct the school 
board’s actions to represent the de-
sires of the Alexandria community 
and guide the activities of employ-
ees and leaders. This work also will 
inform how to allocate the funds 
entrusted to the school board.
 In addition to these committees, 
Superintendent Alvin Crawley has 
held the first in a series of commu-
nity budget forums. The first forum 
was well attended and diverse. The 
presentation and workshop activity 
allowed staff to hear the ideas of 
the community — and they had a 
lot of good ones.
 The forums, as well as the com-
mittee meetings, are open to the 
public and ACPS staff always is in 
attendance to hear residents’ ideas. 
Please visit the ACPS website or 
sign up for Daily Digests to learn 
when these events are happening. 
We hope to see you there.

The writer is the chairwoman of 
the Alexandria School Board.

Help move ACPS forward

Karen Graf

email comments, rants & raves to  
letters@alextimes.com.

I challenge Justin or any other 
councilors to come to our 

community and show us first what 
all the revenue generated by higher 
assessments and higher taxes have 
provided to us. We do not see it.”

WHo CareS?
We Do.
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10. #GivingTuesday 2014 (December 
2nd) — This annual giving day was 
predicted to be the largest #Giv-
ingTuesday yet. Results were not 
available at the time of writing but 
all indications were that local non-
profits would share in the growing 
success of this national effort. AC-
Tion Alexandria participated with 
its unselfie photo contest, for fol-
lowers to post photos promoting 
charities of their choice.

9.  Charitable giving surge—The past 
year marked the largest growth in 
charitable giving since the 2008 re-
cession — 4.9 percent according to 
Forbes magazine. As the economy 
recovered, charitable giving in-
creased, although not to the same 
level of giving as prior to the reces-
sion.

8.  A renewed commitment to children 
— President Obama’s annual State 
of the Union address kicked off the 
year with a focus on children and 
education. In Alexandria, the City 
Council and school board approved 
the Children and Youth Master Plan 
designed to address important is-
sues for children, youth and fami-
lies in our community. ACT and 
a number of other child-centered 
nonprofits formed the Early Care 
and Education Workgroup to help 
advance the plan. The group spent 
much of the year sharing the results 
of the Risk and Reach Study which 

helped to illuminate the issues fac-
ing youth in our city.

 7.   Alexandria Leads Nation in Online 
Giving — Alexandria was named 
the second most generous 
city in the U. S. by Black-
baud, a leading provider 
of online fundraising 
software in the US. Alex-
andria has ranked in the 
top two of larger cities for 
online giving nationally 
since 2010. While chari-
table giving increased, 
online giving is becoming 
the preferred way to donate as indi-
cated by the 13.1 percent increase 
in online giving compared to the 
4.5 percent increase in offline giv-
ing during the past year.

6. New research helps inform and 
strengthen the impact of nonprofits 
— Major reports help inform the non-
profit sector. The Alexandria Council 
of Human Service Organizations 
released the Return on Investment 
study and commissioned an update of 
the 2008 Needs Assessment to be re-
leased in 2015. This update will help 
guide the city and nonprofit sector’s 
decision-making process for the fu-
ture. A collaborative group of citizens 
released the Hunger Free Alexandria 
report in hopes of addressing hunger 
issues in the community which, ac-
cording to the report, affect one in 
five Alexandria families.

5. Charitable organizations band to-
gether to protect nonprofits — Hun-
dreds of charitable organizations 
joined forces to support the Ameri-
can Gives Act in response to the na-
tional discussion of possible changes 
related to charitable giving in the 
country. Seeking ways to better bal-
ance the budget, Congress opened 
debate on a number of charitable 
giving matters which could nega-
tively impact giving in the United 
States. The Arlington-based Council 
on Foundations was a major force in 

advocating keeping charitable 
giving the force it has become 
for nonprofits in the nation.

4. Philanthropy steps up for 
veterans — This past year 
marked one of the most im-
pressive joint efforts by phil-
anthropic organizations to 
support men and women who 
served in the armed forces. 

The Veterans’ Philanthropy Join-
ing Forces Impact Pledge brought 
together organizations throughout 
the nation and created a community 
of funders to build momentum for 
programs that will support service 
members, veterans and their fami-
lies, in local communities. Locally, 
the Alexandria Veterans Business 
Enterprise Center and Alexandria 
Veterans Advisory Group, which 
receive both public and private sup-
port, bring a much needed focus to 
veterans’ issues in our city.

3.  Big Birthdays for Community 
Foundations — The Cleveland 
Foundation, America’s first com-
munity foundation, celebrated its 
centennial in 2014. Right here in 
Alexandria, ACT celebrated 10 
years of community leadership. 
During the past decade, ACT has 

distributed over $9 million in grants 
from donor advised and community 
funds to deserving nonprofits while 
providing critical nonprofit leader-
ship support in the our city.

2.  The ALS ice bucket challenge — 
If you did not hear about this in 
2014, you were likely living under a 
rock. This incredibly creative effort 
helped raise over $100 million to 
combat this debilitating disease and 
underscore the transforming land-
scape for fundraising and engage-
ment in worthy causes. Alexandria 
has its own example when Carpen-
ter’s Shelter received a much needed 
boost of $5,000 when board member 
Val Hawkins was challenged by five 
fellow board members to wear a 
flannel shirt, instead of his usual suit 
and tie, to receive a local award. Val 
willingly accepted the challenge on 
behalf of those Carpenter’s serves.  

1.  The rise of local giving days — 
More and more, charitable organiza-
tions are galvanizing their commu-
nities to support important causes 
through online crowdfunding with 
more than $5.1 billion raised world-
wide according to Craig Newmark, 
the founder of CraigsList. Locally, 
Spring2ACTion exceeded the $1 
million mark for the first time, 
growing from just over $100,000 in 
its first year — 2011.

 What other developments would you 
add to our list? While we are proud of 
our progress, we know we can do even 
more in coming years. While you enjoy 
time with your family and friends dur-
ing the “Giving Season,” please take a 
moment to think about others who are 
less fortunate and how you might help 
change their lives. Best wishes for a 
happy and healthy holiday season. 

‘Tis the Giving Season
 Like you, I enjoy this time of the year for a number of reasons. Most of us 
tend to focus a bit more on family, helping others, and reflecting on what is re-
ally important in life. No wonder it is called the “Giving Season.” 

 In honor of this wonderful time of the year and some important moments in 
giving — locally and throughout the country — we wanted to share our top 10 
philanthropic milestones of 2014. While certainly not an exhaustive list, it pro-
vides important food for thought as we conclude 2014 and begin anew in 2015. 

John Porter

alexandria in action
with John Porter

 This proves the point that 
the City of Alexandria is run 
by a racially diverse (even 
perhaps made up of a more 
predominantly black) govern-

ment. With this said, I want 
to show appreciation that 
the “Ferguson Riots” did not 
spread to Alexandria, like 
elsewhere. It is easy to see that 
our police force here is diverse 
and invested within the com-
munity. Our citizens are level 
headed and respect each other. 

The community supports and 
appreciates our hard working 
and unbiased police officers. 
 I saw a number of Alexan-
dria police officers providing 
Thanksgiving dinners to un-
derprivileged minority fami-
lies in Alexandria on WJLA, 
and wish to say bravo to the 

Alexandria police. I want to 
give thanks during this season 
to a police department that 
truly cares about all citizens 
in the city. Please support our 
police department, which pro-
vides indiscriminate and won-
derful service to all citizens. 
I am heartened to see that al-

though turmoil is seen in some 
communities, our community 
has a sense of kinship.
 And, to all in Alexandria, I 
wish you a wonderful holiday 
season

- Michael Weiser
Alexandria

ferguSon 
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his is another detailed view of a 
portion of an aerial photograph 
taken over downtown Alex-

andria in 1919. The thoroughfare to the 
left of the center is Queen Street between 
North Columbus and North Washington 
streets, still paved with its original cobble-
stones and depicting the “ghosts” left after 
over two centuries of wear by carriage and 
motor traffic.
 On the north side of Queen Street, to 
the left, is the open field of old Quaker 
Burial Ground, leased to the city nearly 
two decades later for the construction of 
the Alexandria Library.
 On the south side of Queen, at North 
Washington Street, is the venerable 
Lloyd House, built by John Wise in 1795 
and now the administrative headquar-
ters of the Office of Historic Alexandria. 
This image depicts the rear façade of the 
house when it was owned by William 
Albert Smoot, an executive of the Smoot 
family lumber and coal yards on North 
Union Street. Smoot later became mayor 
of Alexandria.
 Interesting details document the two-
story sun porch addition with its large 
awnings and what appears to be a laun-
dry yard, sheets blowing in the wind, en-
closed between a tall fence and a brick 
wall along Queen Street. The large L-
shaped lawn that surrounds the house to 
the west and south later was proposed 
for the site of a high-rise office building, 
described at the time by the Board of Ar-
chitectural Review as “monstrous,” after 
it was acquired by Robert New, a Cali-
fornia oilman who saved the house from 
demolition in 1955.
 Further south, a brick wall separates 
Lloyd House from another lot that was 
once the site of the Hoffman Sugar 

House, where West Indian sugar cane 
was processed a century earlier. The 
wall itself was built in 1811 by Alexan-
dria brick-maker John Hollinsbury using 
bricks that were removed concurrently 
from the sidewalks around Lloyd House. 
Even the tree at the Lloyd House corner 
appears to be one of the original dozen 
Linden trees planted at that time on the 
North Washington Street frontage.
 For decades after it was built, Lloyd 
House had a direct view southward 
across open fields to the spire of Christ 
Church, but after the Civil War the area 
gradually filled in with townhouses. The 
four homes in the foreground, at the 
corner of Queen and North Columbus 
streets still survive, but the others adja-
cent to their east and south sides later 
were demolished when the Lloyd House 
yard was used as parking for the library 
in the 1970s. Those areas now form the 
Lloyd House Garden areas and are pro-
tected by the Alexandria Historical Res-
toration and Preservation Commission, 
which owns the site.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic Alexandria.

ouT of THe aTTIC

The long history of Lloyd House

PHOTO/OFFiCE OF HiSTORiC AlExANdRiA

Romeo Vilus writes:
The parking meter decisions made by the 
City Council are astonishing. I have talked 
to numerous businesses in Old Town and 
Carlyle who have noticed a steep drop off 
in commercial activity directly linked to 
the new parking restrictions.
 I am a current resident in Carlyle and 
I can tell you after 5 p.m. on weekdays 
and on Saturday the place is a ghost 
town. Nobody comes anymore and it’s 
directly related to the parking restric-
tions. Carlyle businesses are suffering 
just at a moment when good restaurants 
were starting to move to the area.
 I’m afraid these new parking policies 
will prevent new businesses from mov-
ing into the neighborhood. We already 
have too much vacant commercial prop-
erty in the area and these short-sighted 
polices will ensure that it remains vacant. 
I urge people to contact Councilor Justin 
Wilson and voice your concerns…
 Ultimately, this is a problem that the 
city council is going to have to fix. The 
new parking restrictions are unwanted 
and the additional revenue can be found 
in the form of spending cuts, not new or 
more tax burden placed on the citizens of 
Alexandria.
 My family no longer visits businesses 
in [Old Town] or Carlyle as a boycott to 
show the city we mean business. We can 
go out in Arlington and spend our dining 
funds in other areas that do not have these 
ridiculous parking restrictions. I encour-
age everyone who has issues with the 
parking restrictions to voice their opinion 
to Justin and the city council.

In response to “Parking in 
Old Town must help retailers 
thrive,” November 24:

T

Weekly poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
How do you plan to spend Thanksgiving? 

64% I’m staying close to home with family and friends.

31% I plan to travel.

 5% I’ll celebrate Thursday, and then take advantage  
   of the holiday sales..

This Week 
Should Noah Lyles have won the Youth Athlete  
of the Year Award?

42 votes

from THe WeB
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home services

HOME Cleaning Cleaning TrustTrustYou can

703.659.4611
maidbrigade.com

Bonded, Insured & 
Praised!
Eco-Friendly Products   Flexible

  Scheduling

BBB A+ Rating

Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday
December 5-21, 2014

December 22, 23 & 24, 2014

Stop by Volunteer Alexandria and Hunger-Free 
Alexandria’s tents for toys and canned food donations

Outdoor European Style Market
Art & Craft Vendors | Children’s Corner

Glühwein Hot Wine | Diverse Food Selections | Live Music
300 John Carlyle Street – Alexandria 

alexandriaholidaymarket.com

Partners

EVENT MANAGEMENT
Superior work with Brilliant results

BS&

s
Alexandria's

Holiday  Market

ACROSS
1 Grain-storage tower
5 Strikebreaker
9 Rude dudes
13 Bible book
17 Love, in Lourdes
19 Get rid of
20 Nautical direction
21 Carefree escapade
22 Structural supports
24 Boxer’s wear
25 Prayer support?
26 Buyer’s opposite
27 Unit of energy equivalent to  
  3,600 joules
29 From the top
30 Himalayan legend
31 Like the “c” in “cement”
32 Lip shiner
33 Delhi dresses
36 Lug laboriously (var.)
41 Had home cooking
43 Ball-___ hammer
44 “Poppycock!”
45 Half hitch, e.g.
46 Groceries holder
49 Siouan speakers
52 Boleyn or Bancroft
53 Athens or Sparta, e.g.
55 “Twilight Zone” writer Serling
56 Ready to spring
58 Brake linings
59 Lotion ingredient
60 Fifth letter of the Greek alphabet
62 Make beer or coffee
63 They have projected earnings?
64 Behavior of some insect spe-cies
70 Implied
73 Boat with oars
74 Put on paper
78 Oat, wheat or rye
79 Engraved fabric
81 Local lingo
84 Orthodontist’s org.
85 “Boyz n the Hood” director
87 Plum type
88 Dim-witted
90 Place for a mouse
91 “Thanks ___!”
92 Catchall category

94 Small, reddish monkey
95 Menus, essentially
97 Colorless, odorless gas
99 Anatomical cavity
100 Brown songbirds
102 Woman’s hat lining
104 Horse hoof sound
106 Shaped with an ax
107 Distressing
111 Birds’ nests up high
114 Trojan princess of opera
115 Essay page in newspapers
116 Following church law
119 It can be proven
120 Actress Russo
121 Abstract style of the ‘60s
122 Come as a consequence
123 Bag-shaped fish trap
124 Bygone autocrat
125 New Jersey hoopsters
126 “Buona ___” (Italian greeting)

DOWN
1 Cul-de-___
2 “___ shocked as you are!”
3 Unaccompanied
4 Like remote suburbs
5 Explorer, Navigator or Path  
  finder
6 Ship’s employees
7 City on the Yamuna River
8 Cream of the crop
9 Sonic employee
10 Cool in manner
11 Coming-out party honoree
12 Crystal ball user
13 It turns litmus blue
14 Projectile of old
15 Shady street liners
16 Depicts unfairly
18 Makes angry
19 Fade away
23 Permit
28 1/6 of an ounce (Abbr.)
32 Acquires
33 Mushroom-to-be
34 Fabled tale teller
35 Enjoys a book
37 “___ Miner’s Daughter”
38 Improve, as a skill
39 Grant temporary use of
40 Potato feature

42 Mattel wares
45 Colorado tribe
47 Kind of bomb
48 Bee ___ (“Stayin’ Alive” singers)
50 Acclaim
51 “In a minute”
53 Word in French restaurant   
  names
54 Corrupt
57 Room offerer
58 ___ Lanka
61 Cake embellishment
62 Round-the-world traveler Nellie
63 Pass off as genuine
65 No-brainer?
66 Brought into the world
67 “___ you sure?”
68 Tango quota
69 Showy flower
70 Big brother of 28-Down
71 Opera highlight
72 It’s often lit in near-darkness
75 On the ___ (under discussion)
76 Corrects text
77 Gymnast Comaneci
79 Become liquid
80 Ear doctors’ gadgets
81 It’s taken on some hikes
82 ___ Khan
83 High-schooler
86 Laddie’s love
87 Inherited
89 Idealistic social reformers
93 Eat one’s words
96 Existing from birth
97 Group of crows
98 TV Tarzan portrayer Ron
99 Word with “task” or “Air”
100 Slight smell
101 Kind of race
103 Boxing venue
105 Hilo souvenir
107 Follower of St. John’s?
108 It’s clicked on a computer
109 Part of the neck
110 Buzzing annoyance
112 “What ___ is new?”
113 Fail to enunciate
117 Surgeons’ workplaces, for short
118 “___, team!”
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RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

501 SLATERS, LLC

MARINA TOWERS VALET

501 SLATERS LN

ALEXANDRIA

ARLINGTON 22314

WINE & BEER OFF PREMISES

MI HAE KIM/ MEMBER

               

AlexAndriA BoArd of  
ArchitecturAl review

old & historic AlexAndriA 
district

 leGAl notice of  
A PuBlic heArinG

A public hearing will be held by the Alex-
andria Board of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, December 17, 2014 beginning 
at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second floor 
of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following applications:

Case BaR2014-0387
Request for signage at 215 King st.
APPLICANT: Stratosphere, LLC

Case BaR2014-0388
Request to partially demolish and capsulate at 
208 s st. asaph st
APPLICANT: Robin Roberts

Case BaR2014-0389
Request for alterations at 208 s st. asaph st.
APPLICANT: Robin Roberts

Case BaR2014-0391
Request for alterations at  
818 s Royal st. 
APPLICANT: Carol Feinthel

Case BaR2014-0396
Request to partially demolish and capsulate at 
712 Wolfe st. 
APPLICANT: Tobin N. Tracey 

Case BaR2014-0397
Request for alterations and an addition at  
712 Wolfe st. 
APPLICANT: Tobin N. Tracey

Case BaR2014-0399
Request for alterations at  
700 s Washington st.
APPLICANT: Verizon Wireless 

Case BaR2014-0394
Request for complete demolition at 2 Duke st.
APPLICANT: Graham Holdings Company by 
RTS Associates, LLC

Case BaR2014-0395
Request to partially demolish and capsulate  
at 2 Duke st.
APPLICANT: Graham Holdings Company  
by RTS Associates, LLC

Case BaR2014-0378
Request to partially demolish and capsulate at 
214 s alfred st. 
and for after-the-fact demolition of a garage.
APPLICANT: Amy and Michael Louis

Case BaR2014-0379
Request for an addition and a waiver of roof-
top HVAC screening requirement at 
214 s alfred st.
APPLICANT: Amy and Michael Louis

Case BaR2014-0392
Request to partially demolish and capsulate at 
601 s saint asaph st.
APPLICANT: Windmill Hill, LLC

Case BaR2014-0393
Request for alterations and an addition at  
601 s saint asaph st. 
APPLICANT: Windmill Hill, LLC

Case BaR2014-0398
Request to partially demolish at 
815 1⁄2 King st.
APPLICANT: 815 1⁄2 King Street, LLC

Other Business

Case BaR2014-0113
A work session to discuss the proposed  
development project at 2 Duke st. 

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 
(703) 746-4666.

  

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL  
NUMBER 14-15-030

 
The Alexandria City School Board dba Alex-
andria City Public Schools is seeking propos-
als for Curriculum Audit / Evaluation Services.

A Non- Mandatorv Pre-Proposal Conference 
will be held on December 12, 2014 at 10 AM 
in the Alexandria City Public School’s Central 
Office, located at 1340 Braddock Place, in 
the Facilities Conference Room No. 301-1, 
Alexandria, VA, 22314.
 
Sealed Proposals with the notation RFp# 
14-15-030, Curriculum audit/evaluation 
services will be received in the Central Pro-
curement Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 
620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 
3:00 pm, January 6, 2015. The time of receipt 
shall be determined by the time clock stamp in 
the Procurement office. Proposals appropriately 

received will be opened and the names of 
the firms responding will be read aloud. RFP 
documents may be obtained at the above Pro-
curement Office or by calling 703-619-8043, 
or by downloading the RFP from the ACPS 
website at www.acps.k12.va.us. Administra-
tion, Financial Services, Procurement and 
General Services - Current Bids and Request 
for Proposals.

All questions must be submitted before 5:00 
p.m., December 18, 2014. If necessary, an 
addendum will be issued and posted to the 
ACPS web site.

No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of 
sixty (60) days after the opening of proposals 
except as may be set forth in the RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP 
and/or reject any or all proposals and to waive 
any informalities in any proposal.

Sharon T. Lewis CPM, CPPB, VCO
Director of Procurement  

& General Services

  

The Alexandria City School Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on the FY 2016-2025 CIP Bud-
get during the School Board Meeting at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, December 18, 2014. The meeting 
will be held in the George Washington Middle 
School Media Center, 1005 Mount Vernon 
Ave., Alexandria. For more information or to 
register to speak at the public hearing, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board at 703-619-8314 
or email boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

  

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

INVITATION TO BID NUMBER 14-15-032

The Alexandria City School Board dba 
Alexandria City Public Schools is seeking 
competitive sealed bids from qualified Of-
ferors for the provision of Musical Instruments 
and Accessories.

Sealed Bids with the notation itB# 14-15-032 
Musical instruments and accessories, will 
be received in the Central Procurement Office, 
1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm, 
December 22.2014. The time of receipt shall 
be determined by the time clock stamp in the 
Procurement office. Bids appropriately re-
ceived will be opened. ITB documents may be 
obtained at the above Procurement Office or 
by calling 703-619-8181, or by downloading 
the ITB from the ACPS website at http://www.
acps.k12.va.us/financial-services/purchasing/
bids.php. If necessary, an addendum will be 
issued and posted to the ACPS web site.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of sixty 
(60) days after the opening of bids except as 
may be set forth in the ITB. ACPS reserves the 
right to cancel this ITS and/or reject any or all 
bids and to waive any informalities in any bid.

Chris Guy
Procurement Manager

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net
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109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Donna Cramer
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@mcenearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

 I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. 
McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other locations, we 

can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Wishing you a Peaceful and Joyous Season!

53 Skyhill Road #303
Seminary Walk 

$326,500 or $1,895/mo.
3 bedrooms, 2 baths

For S
ale

 

or r
en

t

7708 Haynes Point Way
Cardinal Place 

$274,900
2 bedrooms, 2 baths

Cont
ra

ct
 

Pen
ding

6124 Vernon Terrace
Belle Haven 
$1,495,000

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

SoLD

During this holiday season let us give thanks to all who provide 
services to those in need in the City of Alexandria. We are truly 

blessed to live in such a caring community with good government 
services, individuals who give their time and talents to help others, 
and organizations which supply “holiday cheer” 365 days a year. As 

you plan your end of year gifting, keep these organizations in mind.  
I won’t forget my favorite, please don’t forget yours.

Community Lodgings
www.CommunityLodgings.org


