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Rashad Young oversaw  
new performance metrics,  
civic engagement initiatives

By Erich WagnEr

 

 City Manager Rashad Young 
will resign at the end of 2014 to 
take a job as the D.C. city ad-
ministrator under Mayor-elect 
Muriel Bowser, officials con-
firmed Tuesday.
 Young held Alexandria’s top 
administrative post since 2011. 
He was the youngest city man-
ager in Port City history, as well 

as the first African-American  
to hold the position.
 Young can notch a num-
ber of successes into his belt. 
He instituted the “four guided 
principles” to ensure public 
employees’ work was results-
focused and in line with the 
city’s strategic plan; he cre-
ated internal auditing programs 
like the Office of Performance 
and Accountability; and he 
ordered increased oversight of 
public employees through the 
overhaul of the Office of Hu-
man Resources after a slew of 

city employees were arrested  
in 2011.
 He also oversaw the imple-
mentation of “Call. Click. Con-
nect,” a program designed to 
allow residents to report issues 
to city officials across a variety 
of digital platforms.
 Mayor Bill Euille said 
Young told city councilors over 
the weekend about his job offer. 
Euille was sad to see him leave, 
but understood the opportunity 
he was given.
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Officials announce new 
efforts to improve education 
for young prisoners

By Erich WagnEr 

 

 Senior members of the 
Obama administration visited 
the Northern Virginia Juvenile 
Detention Center Monday to 
talk with students about the 
need for educational supports 
at facilities for young people 
in custody.
 Attorney General Eric 
Holder and Education Secre-
tary Arne Duncan announced 
a new effort to improve educa-
tion in juvenile detention cen-

ters as part of President Barack 
Obama’s My Brother’s Keeper 
initiative.
 Holder and Duncan pub-
lished a guidance package for 
education officials outlining 
best practices to encourage 
learning in juvenile justice fa-
cilities, from adequately fund-
ing education programs and 
hiring qualified teachers to 
establishing a rigorous curricu-
lum and instituting programs 
to prepare students for reentry 
into the community.
 Those may seem like com-
mon-sense goals, but Holder 
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City manager to resign for 
D.C. government position
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Courtesy photo
Jeannette Allen, principal at Northern Virginia Juvenile Detention 
Center, talks with Attorney General Eric Holder and Education Secre-
tary Arne Duncan Monday about the Alexandria facility’s educational 
programs. Holder and Duncan visited the center before announcing 
new efforts to improve education in juvenile justice facilities across 
the country.

Attorney general, 
education secretary 
visit local juveniles

file photo
When Rashad Young was appointed Alexandria city manager in 2011, he was the first African-American to 
hold the post, as well as the youngest. But in January, he will head across the Potomac to become D.C. city 
administrator under Mayor-elect Muriel Bowser. 
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   Please bring your new, unwrapped toys to my office located 
at 121 N. Pitt St., Old Town Alexandria by December 15th
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ThE WEEkly BriEfing

Fire officials issue holiday safety tips

New city debt reaches record-low interest rates
 City officials announced 
Tuesday that they had com-
pleted this year’s round of bor-
rowing for capital projects, and 
they did so while securing at 
one of the lowest interest rates 
“in modern history.”
 The city sold $36 million 
in general obligation bonds, 
which will go to fund a va-
riety of public infrastructure 
projects, from school upgrades 
to parks, transportation and 
Metro improvements as well 

as public buildings.
 The city received seven 
bids for the new debt, and 
chose the lender with the low-
est effective rate — Robert W. 
Baird & Co., Inc. — of 2.7191 
percent. Last year’s bonds 
came with an effective interest 
rate of 3.27 percent.
 The good news comes just 
three years after credit rat-
ing agency Moody’s slapped 
Alexandria with a “negative” 
outlook on its AAA bond rat-

ing, due to the city’s strong ties 
with the federal government. 
The agency restored the city’s 
“stable” outlook last year.
 “We are very pleased at the 
exceptional interest rate we 
were able to achieve on these 
bonds,” said Mayor Bill Euille 
in a statement. “This rate is a 
reflection of the market’s high 
level of confidence in Alexan-
dria’s fiscal management and 
economic health.”

 - Erich Wagner

 Officials with the Alexan-
dria Fire Department have is-
sued a series of tips for resi-
dents to keep them safe and 
fire-free during the holiday 
season.
 Top among the list of pre-
cautions is to ensure all fire-
prevention devices are ready 
and working. Clean and test 
your smoke alarm, and en-
sure any fire extinguishers are 
pressurized and easy to reach.
 Cooking for a holiday event 
can be stressful, but don’t 
multitask too much. Stay in 

the kitchen while preparing 
food, keep children away from 
stoves, knives and hot food 
and liquids, and make sure 
anything that can catch fire — 
oven mitts, wooden utensils, 
food packaging and the like — 
is kept away from the stovetop.
 There are a number of pre-
cautions for when you prepare 
the living room for holiday 
decorations. Check your sets 
of holiday lights for damaged 
sockets and frayed or bare 
wiring; don’t overload power 
outlets or extension cords, and 

make sure you turn them off 
when you aren’t around.
 Make sure that if you buy 
a real tree, that it is fresh and 
watered daily. Old or dead 
trees are dryer, more brittle, 
and can catch fire more easily. 
And don’t decorate your tree 
with real candles.
 If you go out of town, stop 
delivery of newspapers and 
mail. A stack of unread papers 
can be a signal to potential 
burglars that nobody is tend-
ing to the home.

- Erich Wagner

photo / laura sikes

THEY’VE GONE PLAID 1. Drum majors Tom King, left, and Chuck Kaba lead the Sham-
rock & Thistle Pipes and Drums of Ocean City, N.J. down St. Asaph Street as part of the 44th 
annual Scottish Christmas Walk last weekend in Old Town. The group, which is celebrating its 
40th anniversary, regularly marches in the parade. 2. Rick Young of Moorestown, N.J. decided 
that even Santa Claus is a Scotsman during the Scottish Christmas walk, playing the bagpipes as 
he marches with Clan Young. For more photos, see page 10.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

OLD TOWN                 $1,125,000.

214 Franklin Street
   ~ Free-standing, 3000 interior square feet

with generous room sizes, 3 fireplaces,
& sensational roof top deck ~

~ LOCATION, LOCATION ~

www.diannhicks.com

J.H. Gilmore
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Dawit Seyoum reportedly 
confessed to killing

By chriS TEalE

 

 A grand jury formally in-
dicted Monday an Alexandria 
man on murder charges in con-
nection with the death of D.C. 
Deputy Director of Corrections 
Carolyn Cross earlier this year.
 Dawit Seyoum, 29, is ac-
cused of first-degree murder 
after Cross was found dead in 
her apartment on Kenmore Av-
enue on September 7. The sus-
pect lived in the same complex 
as the 64-year-old official, who 
was found by her daughter 
with a plastic bag duct-taped 
over her head.
 Seyoum was arrested that 
day and was held without bail 
until a preliminary hearing at 
Alexandria General District 
Court, where the case was re-
ferred to the grand jury.
 At that hearing on Dec- 
ember 1, the Washington Post 
reported that three police of-
ficers testified that Seyoum 

called 911 the afternoon after 
Cross was murdered and said 
he had attempted suicide, and 
that he confessed to her kill-
ing because he was angry at 
the world.
 They arrived at his apart-
ment to find Sey-
oum lying on the 
floor in the fetal po-
sition wearing just 
his underwear, with 
the words “I was the 
dirty one” scrawled 
in blood on the wall 
of his shower and 
cuts on his arms.  
He was then arrested and 
charged by police, with one 
officer testifying that Seyoum 
told him he might have com-
mitted a murder.
 An autopsy on Cross found 
that she died of blunt-force 
trauma to the head, smother-
ing and strangulation, with 
two detectives testifying that 
Seyoum described the crime 
to them in detail. They said he 
claimed to have followed her 
into her home carrying a ratchet 

wrench, which he hit her over 
the head with. 
 Detective Thomas Buckley 
testified that Seyoum had bought 
the wrench after stealing and 
selling his father’s guitar after an 
argument with his mother. Buck-

ley added that Seyoum 
claimed to hear voices.
    The murder came  
as a shock to Alexan-
dria and the District, 
especially as it seemed 
like a random killing 
with no apparent con-
nection between Sey-
oum and Cross. It was 

the fourth homicide in the city 
this year, and appears unrelated 
to Cross’ work in the D.C. De-
partment of Corrections, where 
she held a number of positions 
during a long career.
 Prosecuting the case will 
be Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter, while Seyoum 
will be represented by the Of-
fice of the Public Defender. His 
next court appearance is sched-
uled for December 18, when a 
trial date likely will be selected.

crimE

The Alexandria Times December Photo Contest
Send us your photos of the Alexandria waterfront.

#ALXPhotoTimes or send to promotions@alextimes.com

December’s theme: Photos of the Alexandria Waterfront

PHOTO BY

Interested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more information!

December photo contest sponsored by:

Email comments, rants & raves to  
letters@alextimes.com.

Who carES?
WE Do.

Dawit Seyoum

Man indicted for murder of 
D.C. corrections officer

policE BEaT
The following incidents occurred between December 3 and December 10.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

8 AggrAvAted 
AssAults 7 burglArIes

30 thefts 11drug 
CrImes

Source: raidsonline.com

10 AssAults

0 seXuAl 
OffeNse6 vehICle

thefts 1 rObberIes
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said all too often, education 
programs at juvenile facilities 
are severely lacking.
 “We recognize that children 
all deserve equal access to high-
quality education, even in juve-
nile detention centers,” he said. 
“[But] many kids receive defi-
cient instruction, or no instruc-
tion at all.
 “And others may go to class 
every day, only to find out upon 
their release that their class 
work is not good toward a high 
school diploma. It’s a lost op-
portunity to pierce through the 
cycles of criminality.”
 Holder said these deficien-
cies often hurt children who 
require the most intervention in 
their learning.
 “Children in juvenile justice 
facilities are the same children 
who need our education system 

the most,” he said. “Around 20 
percent of [young people in ju-
venile detention centers] have 
disabilities, but less than half 
of them are getting the services 
they need.”
 Duncan announced that peo-
ple in juvenile justice facilities 
who want to take college courses 
will be eligible for Pell grants. 
The duo also said their agencies 
would implement a one-year  
pilot program promoting the 

successful reentry of juvenile  
offenders into the community.
 “Education is the only way 
to break those vicious cycles,” 
he said. “Recidivism is cut in 
half if someone takes college 
classes.”
 Duncan held up Alexan-
dria’s juvenile detention facility 
as a model for facilities across 
the country. Its education pro-
gram is run by Alexandria City 
Public Schools. 
 “To talk with the students, 
you hear how appreciated the 
support here is,” he said. “You 
can’t fake that.”
 According to an ACPS ac-

count of the roundtable with 
students, which was not open 
to the press because of their 
status in the juvenile justice 
system, the children said pro-
gramming at the detention cen-
ter has helped them to learn in 
a more structured manner and 
also helped them make better 
decisions.
 “Yoga gave me a new per-
spective on things,” said one 
student. “I love it. It makes 

me feel relaxed. Physically it 
makes my head feel clearer.”
 “When I get released, I’m 
not going to have friends be-
cause they are all locked up,” 
another student said. “But in 
the future, I’m not going to 
hang out with people unless 
they are doing something posi-
tive. I’m going to keep myself 
really busy playing sports and 
get a part-time job. That way, I 
will be too busy to hang out on 
the streets and get in trouble.”
 Duncan applauded the stu-
dents at the roundtable and said 
he was sure they were on the 
path to a productive life.

 “What I heard was both 
inspiring and heartbreaking,” 
he said. “These are intelligent 
young men who are restoring 
their potential.”
 Part of the new initiative from 
the departments of justice and 
education are a reminder that an 
equitable education program in 
juvenile detention centers is re-
quired under federal civil rights 
law. The goal is to get school and 
juvenile justice officials onto the 
right track, not pursue punitive 
measures, Duncan said.
 “We want to hear people’s 
complaints, because we need to 
better serve the country,” he said. 
“[A] lot of this is just provid-
ing guidance and support to get 
these districts to the right place.”
 Holder said education pro-
grams in juvenile detention cen-
ters are particularly important, 
because a youthful indiscretion 
shouldn’t sentence a child to a 
lifetime moving in and out of 
prison.
 “Young people make mis-
takes,” he said. “I was young 
and I made mistakes. But our 
youth should not be deprived 
the chance to better themselves 
and prepare for law-abiding and 
productive futures.”

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 

Lithophanes date 
from the 1820s, an 
art form of carving 
different layers of 
porcelain. The glow 
makes a wonderful 
night light. 

New Night Lights 

JuvEnilES 
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Courtesy photo
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan outlines efforts to improve 
educational opportunities for juvenile offenders at the Northern 
Virginia Juvenile Detention Center in Alexandria Monday. Among the 
new programs is the extension of Pell grant eligibility to residents of 
juvenile justice facilities interested in taking college-level courses.

Education is the only way to break 
those vicious cycles. recidivism is 

cut in half if someone takes college classes.”

- arne Duncan 
u.S. Secretary of Education 
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      “It’s bad news for us, to lose  
a capable, high qualified and  
effective city manager,” Euille 
said. “But it speaks volumes of 
Alexandria, that other cities in 
the area are watching what we do 
here and see the caliber of pro-

fessionals that they feel can be of 
service to their municipalities.”
 Young is the latest in a slew 
of senior city officials to leave 
their posts over the past year. Al-
exandria Fire Chief Adam Thiel, 
city spokesman Tony Castrilli, 
Planning Director Faroll Hamer, 
Deputy City Manager Michele 
Evans, Transportation Direc-

tor Rich Baier and Deputy City 
Manager Thomas Gates all re-
tired or accepted posts outside of 
the city this year.
 Young thanked residents for 
the opportunity to serve them 
in a statement.
 “I am proud of the work we 
have been able to accomplish 
during my tenure here, which 

would not have been possible 
without such an engaged and 
caring City Council and com-
munity, and an exceptionally tal-
ented and dedicated workforce,” 
he said. “Leaving Alexandria is 
bittersweet, but I am also excited 
by an opportunity to further my 
commitment to effective local 
government on a scale that im-
pacts all Americans.”
 Young’s departure comes at a 
tough time for city leaders. City 
staff are beginning preparations 
for Alexandria’s fiscal 2016 
budget — slated for presenta-
tion in early March — and the 
city faces a $16 million deficit, 
before council-mandated stud-
ies of public safety pay increases 
and increased funding to pay for 
increased enrollment at Alexan-
dria City Public Schools.
 Euille said the city won’t fall 
to pieces because of the loss of 
one person.
 “It’s all relative,” he said. 
“I’ve been at this for more than 
20 years in elected and local 
office and we’ve always had 

our challenges, but we’ve al-
ways been able to get the job 
done and be responsive … 
We’ll keep the ship rolling.”
 City Councilor Justin Wil-
son echoed the mayor’s senti-
ment, and said the timing will 
allow Young’s interim succes-
sor to implement their own vi-
sion for next year’s budget.
 “There’s never a good time,” 
he said. “Clearly this is driven 
by the timing of things over in 
D.C. since this is when they 
get sworn it, but I’m confident 
that we have a very good staff 
— more than just one person — 
and we’ll persevere.
    “It would have been a lot 
worse [if he resigned] a month 
from now, but this gives the act-
ing manager an opportunity to 
set his or her own imprint on the 
process … We’re locked into a 
long-term challenging environ-
ment and this is certainly go-
ing to be a tough year. But it’s 
not anything we’re not seeing 
across the region; our neighbors 
are seeing the same things.”

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

young 

FROM | 1

Breaking news. 
Real time updates.

City officials admitted that City Manager Rashad Young’s departure in 
January isn’t the best time for Alexandria — city staff already are begin-
ning work on next year’s budget and project the city faces a $16 million 
deficit. But they were confident the rest of the city’s administrative 
leadership is up to the task of finding a balanced fiscal roadmap.

photo/City of alexandria file photo
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CELEBRATE OUR NEW 14th STREET STORE
Look great for every occasion when you shop our latest seasonal styles from Joseph Abboud, 
Calvin Klein, Lucky Brand, Tommy Hilfiger and more. 

529 14th Street NW at F Street NW 
202.783.0128

menswearhouse.com

 1414902MW_V5
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NEWSEUM.ORG 555 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C.

EXPERIENCE WHAT EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT.

2014 TripAdvisor Top 10 Travelers’ Choice 
           Museums in the U.S.
2014 Washington City Paper Best Museum       
           Off the Mall
2014 Courier Magazine Favorite Museum for Groups
2014 Washington Area Concierge Association 
           Best Visitor Attraction
2014 “People Love Us on Yelp” Award

“I ESPECIALLY ENJOYED THE EXHIBITS ON    
  CIVIL RIGHTS, BERLIN WALL, BOOMERS,  
  FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS AND PULITZER  
  PRIZE PHOTOS.”

“I REALLY LOVED HOW THE MUSEUM BROUGHT 
  OUT FEELINGS AND EMOTIONS, ALONG WITH  
  THE MEMORIES OF ‘WHERE I WAS WHEN.’”

“ABSOLUTELY LOVED IT! TRULY THE NEWSEUM IS 
  ONE OF THE BEST MUSEUMS I HAVE EVER HAD 
  THE CHANCE TO VISIT.”

By Dr. mariE STEinmETz 

 
 This will be my last column 
for the Alexandria Times. Over 
the years, I have enjoyed shar-
ing with you health information 
and healthy living tips. We cur-
rently have a health care crisis in 
this country. Patients and physi-
cians are not happy with our 
current “sick care” system. We 
are spending more and getting 
sicker. Diabetes, obesity and au-
toimmune disorders are on the 
rise. What can you do?
 1. Find a primary care doc-
tor you trust and who will spend 
time with you. If every time 
you see a doctor he/she gives 
you a referral or prescription, 
find someone new. Family doc-
tors are trained to treat 80 to 90 
percent of your problems and 

when to make appropriate refer-
rals. Too often patients self-refer 
to non-primary care specialists 
who have tunnel vision and may 
order excessive testing when 
the problem is not even in their 
area of expertise. Your first stop 
should always be your family 
doctor.
 2. Sleep is essential for all 
our systems to work. You should 
wake up rested and ready to go. 
You should fall asleep easily 
and without any sleeping aid 
like a sleeping pill. If you are not 
sleeping well or are not waking 
up refreshed, you need to deter-
mine why not. Do you need to 
learn how to relax? Do you have 
sleep apnea? Don’t accept tak-
ing a sleeping pill — get to the 
root of the problem. 
 3. Most chronic and expen-

sive diseases are directly or in-
directly related to our nutrition. 
Avoid foods with preservatives, 
high fructose corn syrup, artifi-
cial sweeteners, artificial flavors 
and colors and carrageenan. If 
there is an ingredient in a prod-
uct you would not use in mak-
ing something from scratch, 
don’t buy that product. Two 
thirds of your plate should be a 
variety of colors from fruits and 
vegetables. Eat real food and in 
moderate amounts.
 4. Understand your stress. 
Start to realize the signs of 
stress and ask yourself: What 
can I do to alleviate this? Medi-
tation, guided imagery, breath-
ing exercises and working with 
a counselor are all healthy cop-
ing mechanisms. I recently saw 
a quote that says that depres-

sion is living in the past, anxiety 
is living in the future and we 
should find peace in the present. 
 5. Start an exercise program. 
This needs to include both an 
aerobic component like walk-
ing, biking, swimming or run-
ning and weight training like 
lifting weights at home or at 
a gym. Finally, the program 
should be completed with a 
flexible component like yoga, 
tai chi or qi gong.
 6. Look at ways to treat your 
problem besides drugs. Unfor-
tunately, medical students only 
learn three treatments — medi-
cation, procedures and surgeries. 
As a graduate of the leading inte-
grative medicine program in the 
country, I know there are scien-
tifically based treatments includ-
ing acupuncture, manipulation, 

herbs and supplements that can 
treat many problems without the 
serious side effects of drugs. We 
need to get to the “root” cause of 
illness and not just treat the symp-
toms of a system out of balance. 
 For 2015, pick one or two 
healthy behaviors you want to 
adopt and work hard during the 
New Year to make these chang-
es. To each and every one of 
you, I wish a happy and healthy 
New Year.

The writer is a physician with 
the Steinmetz Center for Inte-
grative Medicine.

Have a healthy 2015
long livE you

Dr. Marie Steinmetz
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T.C. Williams inducts first 
members of athletic hall 
of fame

By Jim mcElhaTTon 

 

 Back when Earl Lloyd 
played in the NBA, there were 
no multi-million dollar con-
tracts to be had, so he returned 
to his home town of Alexan-
dria to work part-time in the 
offseason for the city’s recre-
ation department.
 Lloyd, a Basketball Hall of 
Fame inductee in 2003, was 
the Jackie Robinson of basket-
ball, the first African-American 
player in the NBA in 1950. 
When he returned home, he 
was a hero to the young players 
in Alexandria who dreamed of 
following in his footsteps.
 One of those players, Jimmy 
Lewis, became a star in his own 
right. Like Lloyd, he graduated 
from the city’s segregated high 
school, Parker-Gray. Lewis fig-
ured he would go to school at 
Virginia State University like all 
of his older sisters.
 But Lloyd recommended 
Lewis to West Virginia Univer-
sity when it was integrating its 
basketball team, and so he went 
there instead, got a scholarship 
and played in two NCAA Tour-
naments before starting a suc-
cessful 40-year coaching career 
at top colleges and in the pros.
 Lewis’ son, Chris, told the 
story to Lloyd’s family last 
week. The occasion was the in-
duction of the first class of ath-
letes into T.C. Williams’ sports 
hall of fame, which included 
Lloyd and 19 others. Their ca-
reers spanned six decades, and 
the small gathering before the 
ceremony was a chance for ath-
letes and members of the com-
munity to trade stories about the 
impact they had on and off the 
fields of play.
 “That was just the story I 
grew up hearing about Earl, and 

he is a great mentor to my dad,” 
said Chris Lewis, who is vice 
chairman of the city’s school 
board. “Everybody looks up 
to him. We wanted honor him 
and all of our athletes who have 
achieved a lot and are products 
of the public schools.”
 Among all of the athletes, 
perhaps only Michelle Griglione 
did as much to pack all of her 
accomplishments in such a short 
period of time. She competed 
only one year at T.C. as a swim-
mer because the program didn’t 
exist until she was a senior.
 “Never,” she replied when 
asked if she’d considered going 
to another school so she could 
swim. “I loved my time at T.C.”
 A first-team all star as a se-
nior, the 1986 graduate became 
an NCAA champion and quali-
fied for the Olympic trials four 
times, winning a gold at the 
1994 Goodwill games.
 One of the youngest induct-
ees, Tierra Ruffin-Pratt, played 
at T.C. just a few years ago. She 
now plays basketball profession-
ally for the Washington Mystics 
after her years at the University 
of North Carolina, where she 
was First-Team All-ACC.
 Before the ceremony Friday, 
she sat just a few tables from the 
family of Earl Lloyd, who de-
cades ago helped pave the way 
for younger generations to play 
and earn a living in a way he 
never could have imagined.
 “It’s something I’m re-
ally honored to be a part of,”  
Ruffin-Pratt said. “Especially, 
you look around this room and 
you see all of these older, great 
people who left their legacy. So 
it’s great to be a part of some-
thing like this.”
 She grew up playing at Cora 
Kelly, following her cousin 
into the sport. She played in 
the boys rec leagues until she 
was about 12 with a crossover 

Remembering terrific Titans
SporTS

Borrow More, Get More
Complete Auto Financing

1.49%
APR*

Auto loan rates
up to 36 months
as low as

Most area residents can bank with us. *APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates effective 10/1/2014. See cofcu.org for full details.  
Federally Insured by NCUA  

Loan Loyalty Rewards • Rate Match Program 
•  Free Auto Buying Service, Member Showroom Powered by TrueCar®

•  Complimentary protection including Vehicle Return Protection, Tire and

    Wheel Protection, and more.

cofcu.org

Financing up to 125%!

photo/JiM MCelhatton 
Kevin Lloyd, son of T.C. grad Earl Lloyd, the first black NBA player, said his father credited his mother, 
coach and teacher, Helen Day, for much of his success. Lloyd was one of 20 former Titans in the first 
class of inductees to T.C. Williams’ athletic hall of fame last week.

SEE TiTanS | 11



10 | DECEMBER 11, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

1. The 84th Regiment of Foot, a group of Revolutionary War 
reenactors depicting a historically Scottish platoon, fires a 
barrage on King Street in front of the reviewing stand.
2. Becky, with Potomac Valley Shetland Sheepdogs, wears 
her tartan costume over a rain slicker.
3. Cameron MacKenzie trekked to Old Town from Hager-
stown, Md. to participate in the festivities.
4. Clan Hay always greets the crowd with a cheery “hay.” 

5. Angie Bynum, a member of the Mary Queen of Scots 
court, marches with the Tamarack Stables group and her 
pet greyhound.

w w w . s i m p l y p e r f e c t s o f a . c o m

Custom-made and custom-sized furniture line carried 
exclusively at Reunions Neighborhood Specialty Shop.

Perfect Proportions.      Perfect Options.     Perfect Comfort.      Perfect Construction.

Reunions   |   1709 Centre Plaza Alexandria VA 22302   |   703-931-8161

Order online or in 

the store by Jan. 15th 

and receive a $100 

Reunions gift card!

Love the hat! 
Where’d you

get it?

Thanks!
I made it.

Make your own.

1219 King Street, Alexandria, VA 
703.664.0344    www.fibrespace.com

Open to 9:00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat to Christmas

915 King Street Old Town
703-684-1435

Port City clans come out

Photos by Laura Sikes
Alexandria’s population of Scots and non-Scots alike came out in force 
last weekend for the 44th annual Scottish Christmas Walk.
The parade celebrated the city’s rich Scottish heritage and featured 
bagpipes, reenactors, families dressed in the tartans of their ancestors’ 
clans, and, of course, dogs.

1 2

3

5

4

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria Times

Shop Around the Corner
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dribble that probably gave a lot 
of younger boy players a quick 
lesson in gender equality.
 “I played pretty well with the 
boys,” she said, adding that she 
credited her family with helping 
her succeed.
 There were athletes from 
just about every sport, including 
several track and field stand-
outs: Rodney Bridges, a 1989 
graduate who set state records 
in the 100- and 200-meter dash; 
Tynita Butts, 2009, a two time 
state champion in the high jump 
who won the prestigious Penn 
Relays and became a NCAA 
All-American at East Carolina 
University; and Mike Mansey, 
1979, who won a state champi-
onship in the mile in a blister-
ing 4:13.3. Craig Talley, a 1971 
graduate, was the first individ-
ual track and field champion in 
school history.
 Many of the inductees had 
stories of teachers, coaches 
or family members they said 
helped them along the way. Not 
all of the inductees were in at-

tendance. A 1972 graduate, Ger-
ry Bertier was the captain of the 
famous 1971 “Remember the 
Titans” football team. 
 He was paralyzed in an 
auto accident after the 1971 
season and died in another ac-
cident a decade later. Lloyd 
was unable to make it. He 
lives in Tennessee, but his son, 
Kevin, and nephew, Reginald 
both attended.
 “It was an incredible journey 
from Parker-Gray to the NBA,” 
said Kevin. “And this is where it 
all started.”
 While Lloyd didn’t attend 
the induction ceremony, a video 
of his 2003 Hall of Fame cer-
emony in Springfield, Mass., 
saw him talking at length about 
early days in Alexandria where 
he was influenced by his school-
teacher, mother and coach.
 “I’ve been very blessed and 
it’s very easy to be success-
ful when you’re surrounded by 
greatness,” Lloyd said. “The 
folks who told me how to do 
it, I was blessed that they knew 
what the hell they were talking 
about … and I did it exactly the 
way they told me to do it, and 
here I am.”

SEE OUR CIRCULAR IN TODAY’S PAPER

Men’s Champion Eco Fleece 
Crew or Pant Reg. $19.99

Men’s Reebok Arctic Fleece
Reg. $24.99–$29.99

FLEECE OR FLANNEL LINED PANTS$20$$$$$202020
Your Choice

2020
Each

Men’s Russell Crews & Pants Men’s Cargo Fleece Reg. $19.99

Men’s Smith’s 
Lined Cargo, 
Carpenter, 
5-Pocket 
Chinos or Jeans
Reg. $24.99

Men’s Cargo Fleece

$15$$$$1515
Your Choice

1515
Each

VALID FRIDAY, DEC. 12 THRU WEDNESDAY, DEC. 24, 2014VALID FRIDAY, DEC. 12 THRU WEDNESDAY, DEC. 24, 2014

Gift More, Spend Less!

TiTanS 
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photo/JiM MCelhatton 
One of the youngest inductees to T.C. Williams’ sports hall of fame, 
Teirra Ruffin-Pratt played rec league basketball in Alexandria a de-
cade ago but now plays professionally with the Washington Mystics.
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ScEnE arounD ToWn

 In Ben and Peter Cunis’ 
original adaptation of Gabriel 
Bardot de Villeneuve’s classic 
tale “Beauty and the Beast,”  
the audience finds itself cata-
pulted into a dark world of 
forest spirits, shape shifters, 
a hideous horned beast and a 
vengeful beauty — no, not the 
beautiful ingénue Belle — but 
the prince’s spurned first love, 
Emmeranne.
 She morphs into a magnif-
icent crow in a scene plucked 
straight out of Alfred Hitch-
cock’s “The Birds,” putting 
death and destruction fore-
most on her agenda and set-
ting up the audience for an 
indelibly unique interpreta-
tion. The scorned woman is 
an introduced character that 
serves as the prince’s nemesis 
and his reality check. In this 
telling she is hell-bent on re-
venge and retribution for his 
fickle-minded affections.
 Renata Veberyte Loman 
plays the haunting witch and 
narrator, Emmeranne, who 
taunts and curses the man she 
has transformed into a terrify-
ing beast.
 “Crows don’t talk. And 
love never, ever hurts,” the 
enchantress proclaims, de-
termined to demonstrate the 
opposite. Don’t look for Dis-
ney’s saucy little teapot to 
make an appearance. The Cu-
nis brothers’ imaginative bed-
time story is more in keeping 
with the fiendish fairy tales 
of the brothers Grimm, or 
the moralistic fables of Hans 
Christian Anderson.
 Another new character is 
the top-hatted Fantome, the 
Beast’s magical servant. Mat-
thew Alan Ward gives a capti-

vating performance in a silent 
role that draws on his elegant 
physicality and miming talent. 
 Vato Tsikurishvili portrays 
the eponymous Prince turned 
Beast with both heart and soul. 
He is monstrous at times; at 
others, he is as sympathetic a 
character as Quasimodo. Irina 
Kavsadze, a delicate beauty 
who is the perfect foil for the 
diabolical Emmeranne, the 
fearsome beast and the castle’s 
living candelabras that make 
up the ensemble, plays Belle.
 Delivering the perfect align-

ment of creativity are scenic 
designer Daniel Pinha’s opulent 
sets and dual ramps, which pro-
vide both comedy and drama, 
Clint Herring’s original score, 
which blends new wave and 
classical sounds, sound designer 
Thomas Sowers’ eerily futuris-
tic effects and lighting designer 
Brittany Diliberto’s clever tran-
sitions. These elements combine 
to produce some splendid spe-
cial effects throughout, including 
the Prince’s transmogrification 
and the creation of a projection 
screen in the shape of an egg 
through which the audience 
views a parallel universe depict-
ed in silhouetted woodcuts. 
 Irina Tsikurishvili’s chore-
ography adds kinetic flair to a 
memorable slow motion fight-
and-flight scene and a roman-
tic danse è deux between Belle 
and the Beast, while costume 

designer Kendra Rae draws 
on leather, silk and fur to re-
flect lost elegance and folklore 
and offer comedic relief in the 
costumes of Belle’s ditzy sis-
ters played by Anna Lane and 
Kathryn Elizabeth Kelly.
 Lest you think it is too scary 
for children (though I wouldn’t 
recommend it for the very 
young), as the theater was letting 
out, I asked an eight-year-old if 
the witch had frightened her.
 “Not at all,” she declared, to 
which her father added, “She’s 
not afraid of anything.”
 Utterly spellbinding.

Through January 11th at Syn-
etic Theater, 1800 South Bell 

Street, Arlington in Crystal 
City. For tickets and informa-

tion call 1-800-494-8497 or 
visit www.synetictheater.org.

Into the darkness

alextimes.com

photo/Johnny shryoCk  
Synetic Theater’s rendition of ‘Beauty and the Beast’ is not the Disney 
cartoon you grew up with. The production includes new characters 
like the witch and narrator, Emmeranne, played by Renata Veberyte 
Loman. The woman who afflicts the prince with his grotesque appear-
ance serves as a nemesis throughout the tale.

photo/Johnny shryoCk  
Irina Kavsadze and Vato Tsikurishvili star as Belle and the Beast in 
Synetic Theater’s spellbinding and visually thrilling production of the 
Cunis’ brothers adaptation of the classic tale ‘Beauty and the Beast.’

‘Beauty and the Beast’ is 
no Disney tale 

By JorDan WrighT
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A Christmas Carol     12/05 - 12/20

Ring in the holiday season with a return of the 
classic by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, 
a miserly Victorian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas past, present, and 
future to fi nd the true meaning of the holidays. 
Complete with special effects, Victorian carols, 
and Tiny Tim, A Christmas Carol is a must for 
the entire family.  • Note: A Christmas Carol is 

not part of subscription and membership packages. 

A Christmas Carol     12/05 - 12/20

Ring in the holiday season with a return of the 
classic by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, 
a miserly Victorian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas past, present, and 
future to fi nd the true meaning of the holidays. 
Complete with special effects, Victorian carols, 
and Tiny Tim, A Christmas Carol is a must for 
the entire family.  • 

not part of subscription and membership packages.

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 
WWW.THELITTLETHEATRE.COM

calEnDar 
of EvEnTS

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

FIREWORKS ON THE POTOMAC

DECEMBER 31, 2014 

Badge and schedule information at FirstNightAlexandria.org
#FNA20th

 23 indoor venues with live music,
dancing, and family entertainment 

An Old Town New Year’s Eve Party

PLUS afternoon adventures with the 
Sixth Annual Fun Hunt and new creative 
and culinary activities all around town

Don’t miss the area’s largest, safest, 
family-friendly, budget-friendly New 
Year’s Eve celebration! 

Children 12 and under, and active military are FREE

An Old Town New Year’s Eve Party!
LIVE MUSIC & DANCING & FUN HUNT & MORE   

FirstNightAlexandria.org

PRESENTING SPONSORS

FIREWORKS ON THE POTOMAC

DECEMBER 31, 2014 

Badge and schedule information at FirstNightAlexandria.org
#FNA20th

 23 indoor venues with live music,
dancing, and family entertainment 

An Old Town New Year’s Eve Party

PLUS afternoon adventures with the 
Sixth Annual Fun Hunt and new creative 
and culinary activities all around town

Don’t miss the area’s largest, safest, 
family-friendly, budget-friendly New 
Year’s Eve celebration! 

Children 12 and under, and active military are FREE

An Old Town New Year’s Eve Party!
LIVE MUSIC & DANCING & FUN HUNT & MORE   

FirstNightAlexandria.org

PRESENTING SPONSORS

Each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walk-
ers through 36 months) have fun in 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s historic 
ballroom. Playtime features a craft 
table, book corner, toys, as well as 
group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

now to December 21

MOUNT VERNON BY CANDLE-
LIGHT Join “Mrs. Washington” as she 
hosts an evening of candlelight tours, 
fireside caroling and festive treats. 
Timed tickets are $22 for adults and 
$15 for children aged 11 and under. 
Tickets available at the Ford Orienta-
tion Center or online.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m. each weekend
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountver-
non.org

TOY DRIVE Support families in need 
with Volunteer Alexandria in partnership 
with the Alexandria City Department of 
Community and Human Services and 
Hunger Free Alexandria by volunteering 
and donating food and toys.
Time: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily
Location: John Carlyle Square, 300 
John Carlyle St.
Information: alexandriaholidaymar-
ket@gmail.com or www.alexandriaholi-
daymarket.com

now to December 24

ALEXANDRIA HOLIDAY MAR-
KET Vendors from across the region 
come together for a tasteful event that 
gives the feeling of a unique European 
Christmas celebration. Food, beverages 
and merchandise will be available.
Time: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-624-0245 or info@
sandbevents.com

DEL RAY ARTISANS HOLIDAY 
MARKET Del Ray Artisans’ 19th 
Annual Holiday Market features hand-
crafted work from local artists and 
handmade ornaments to benefit Del 
Ray Artisans; plus a Bake Sale to ben-
efit Alexandria Tutoring Consortium.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday; noon to 4 p.m. Sunday
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-838-4827, holiday-
market@thedelrayartisans.org or www.
thedelrayartisans.org

now to December 28

“A BROADWAY CHRISTMAS 
CAROL” Created by Kathy Feininger 
and directed by Michael Sharp, this 
MetroStage holiday tradition is a deli-
cious cross between the classic Dick-
ens tale and uproarious song parodies 
of 33 Broadway show tune favorites 
by Rodgers and Hammerstein, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, Stephen Sondheim and 
many more.
Time: 8 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday; 8 p.m. Friday; 3 and 8 p.m. 
Saturday; 3 and 7 p.m. Sunday
Location: MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-548-9044

now to January 6

CHRISTMAS AT MOUNT VER-
NON Celebrate Christmas at Mount 
Vernon with themed decorations, 12 
Christmas trees and historical choco-
late-making. Tour the rarely open third 
floor of the mansion and learn how the 
Washingtons celebrated Christmas.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountver-
non.org

December 11

HOLIDAY WINE TASTING Union 
Street Public House’s annual holiday 
wine tasting, with sample wines and 
bite-size Christmas desserts available. 
All wines will be available for purchase 
and USPH wine club members receive 
a discount. Tickets cost $15.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Union Street Public House, 
121 S. Union St.
Information: 703-548-1785, info@
unionstreetpublichouse.com or www.
unionstreetpublichouse.com/wine

December 12

TOYS FOR TOTS John Strongbow’s 
hosts their Bring a Toy event in aid 
of Toys for Tots, with live music from 
Andrew O’Day from 8 to 11 p.m.
Time: 5 to 9 p.m.
Location: John Strongbow’s Tavern, 
710 King St.
Information: www.jonhstrongbows.com

December 13

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA  
CANDLELIGHT TOURS Tour Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum, Carlyle House 
and Lee-Fendall House by candlelight 
while enjoying seasonal decorations, 
entertainment and light refreshments 
including historic chocolate.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.
gadsbystavern.org

CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS IN 
CAMP OPEN HOUSE A holiday 
event that interprets how Christmas 
was observed during the Civil War. It 
will feature a patriotic Santa Claus, 
living history interpreters, a Victorian 
tree, the Officers’ Hut decorated for 
the season, crafts for children and 

light refreshments. There will also be 
soldier-guided tours of the fort at 1 
and 3 p.m., weather permitting.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-
toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

HOLIDAY INVITATIONAL 
CHEER COMPETITION  
Support youth cheerleading teams 
from neighborhood recreation centers 
and the metropolitan area in this an-
nual competition. Tickets are available 
for purchase at the door the day of the 
event.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St.
Information: 703-746-5402 or 
tamika.coleman@alexandriava.gov

SANTA ON THE KING STREET 
TROLLEY Have your picture taken 
with Santa on the King Street Trolley, 
parked at Market Square all morning.
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: www.dashbus.com

December 14

COLONIAL ENGLISH HAND-
BELL RINGERS RECITAL The 
Colonial English Handbell Ringers 
present “Suite Dreams” this holiday 
season featuring an 80-plus handbell 
performance of several beloved Nut-
cracker Suite selections. This year’s 
holiday concert will also include some 
new arrangements of popular classics 
and an audience sing along.
Time: 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
lyceum

December 16

CHOCOLATE: FROM BEAN TO 
DRINK For homeschool families in 
Alexandria, see behind the scenes how 
chocolate goes from cocoa bean to 
beverage in the 18th century. Tickets 
cost $8 per child, free for adults.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or shop.
alexandriava.gov

T.C. WILLIAMS WINTER CHO-
RAL CONCERT The T.C. Williams 
Choir holds their annual Christmas 
concert. Admission is free.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams Auditorium, 
3330 King St.
Information: tcwilliamschoir@gmail.
com

December 20

KWANZAA CELEBRATION Learn 
about the principles of Kwanzaa, a 
seven-day cultural celebration that be-
gins December 26 and ends January 
1, and find out how to incorporate it 
into your holiday season. The program 
will be produced by Jessica Smith,  
Director of Culture Kingdom Kids 
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Business hours:

- 11:00 - 6:00
- 11:00 - 8:00
- 12:00 - 7:00

Mon to Thur   
Fri. to Sat.      
Sun.  

Hear Ye, Hear Ye!
The Great Holiday Season is upon us,  
Christmas, New Year & Valentines Day

        Come to

 

BW ART, ANTIQUES AND JEWELRY
to find special gifts for those you love

• Gift Certificates are available •
At: 108 N. Fayette Street
 in the Heart of  
 Oldtowne, Alexandria

Prime Rib 
Special

$19.95
12 oz. cut of  
Angus prime rib

Thursdays in  
Dec. and Jan.

Indigo Landing
703-548-0001

Indigolanding.com

Join Santa 
for Brunch!

SundayS,  
dec. 14 & 21
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
$35 per person,  
12 and under $17.50
Ages 3 and under free

               703-548-0001  
       for reservations
Indigolanding.com

T Holiday Gift Guide

Fabulous treats for your favorite foodie
ood items make the perfect gift. They can 
vary from an indulgent treat to a lovely col-
lection of enjoyable goodies or can even be a 

treasured piece to display the fine fare.
 One of the best shops in the area for food lovers 
is Stonewall Kitchen, located at 170 American Way 
in National Harbor. The myriad of mouth-watering 
selections are just a short drive or ferry ride away. 
Stonewall Kitchen has present ideas ranging from in-
dividual jams to chocolates and cookies or fun, cre-
ative specialty food offerings. The knowledgeable 
sales team provides advice for recipients who love 
sweets, entertaining, stocking stuffers and more. An 
inspiring gift idea to delight many a chef is Stonewall 
Kitchen’s cooking lessons. Pressed for time? There 
is an extensive list of gift collections and individual 
items at www.stonewallkitchen.com.
 What is better than something sweet for the holi-
days? Some of the best options are found at Alexan-
dria Pastry with its wonderful, melt in your mouth 
truffles and at Artfully Chocolate with its specialty 
chocolates. Society Fair also has chocolates and other 

White Fig & Brie Crostini
Ingredients

1   French baguette, cut into ¼-inch thick rounds 
8 oz.  wheel of Brie cheese, room temperature 
1 jar  stonewall kitchen White Fig Spread 
 - sage leaves and rosemary for garnish

Directions

1.  Place baguette rounds on a baking sheet.  
 Place under broiler and toast until golden.  
 Turn rounds over and toast.

2. Spread a slice of cheese on French bread toasts.  
 Top with White Fig Spread and garnish  
 with fresh herbs. Serve at room temperature.

stonewall kitchen

national harbor company store | 170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902
stonewallkitchen.com | Like us on Facebook 

To feature your business  

in the Holiday Gift Guide,  

from now until  

December 24,  

Call the Alexandria Times 

at 703-739-0001.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    DECEMBER 11, 2014 | 15 

277 S. Washington Street
703.683.3247 • store.societyfair.net

Holiday Dinner To-Go Bag
Beef Tenderloin  •  Chestnut & Sherry Soup

Creamy Mashed Potatoes •  Sautéed Glazed Carrots
Pan-Roasted Brussels Sprouts with Pancetta 

and Butter Potato Rolls. $100, serves two  
and 

Holiday Brunch Bag
Seasonal Quiche, Cinnamon Rolls and more!  $75, serves four

Reserve your bags today at store.societyfair.net!

 Fair!at the

Holiday Gift Guide

Fabulous treats for your favorite foodie
desserts made in-house, in addition to specialty items 
from Colorado and California. If you are looking for 
more exotic items, Ten Thousand Villages’ is the spot 
to find stocking stuffer chocolate or coffee. 
 Giving the gift of food is never complete without a 
bottle of wine. Unwined’s friendly, helpful staff at its 
two locations cheerfully assist in finding the perfect 
bottle for any budget. Similarly, Artfully Chocolate 
has a wide variety of wines that would please a friend 
or work well as a corporate gift.
 Unable to choose from the appetizing food on 
offer? Consider giving a serving dish from Tchoupi-
toulas with their “Tradition with a Twist” or Patrick’s 
Fine Linen and Home Décor, for the more traditional 
crowd. Still at a loss? Give the gift of a night out with 
a gift card from Indigo Landing for superb food and 
views. Society Fair gift cards are another great option 
that can be used for a night out, while a Date Night 
Bag can make a night in very special.
 With these super ideas, everyone on your holiday 
gift list will be pleased with your selection and you 
can be sure they will go down well.

Santa loves treats from 
Alexandria Pastry !

Choose from our Amazing  
Selection of Holiday Treats 

		� Chocolate Truffles � Christmas Cookies

  � Holiday Cakes  � Alpine Gingerbread Villa

	 	� Yule Log �Authentic Stollen � Lebkuchen

	 � Cheesecake � Tarts � Pies � Pastries

Plus Delicious Hors d’ oeuvres  
 & Entrées to compliment your

Holiday meals

Follow us 

Choose a gift that  
is sure to shine,
because here at 

Tchoupitoulas  
we do more than  

just design.

Come See What We  
Have to Offer!

Monday–Friday 10am–6pm

Saturday 10am–5pm

Sunday 12pm–5pm

210 N. Lee Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

703-299-0145

TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Active duty and retired US military always  
receive an additional 10% off every sale.
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and a Kwanzaa expert, who will lead 
participants in learning fun ways to 
celebrate the seven days of Kwanzaa.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
AT MOUNT VERNON Ring in the 
holiday season with sparkling fireworks 
overlooking the Potomac River at 
George Washington’s Mount Vernon. 
Fireworks start at 8:45 p.m., with other 
attractions including chocolate-making 
demonstrations and musicians per-
forming tunes from the 18th century.
Time: 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountver-
non.org

December 24

WATERSKI SANTA SHOW In its 
29th consecutive year, Santa Claus 
and his merry band waterski into 
Washington, D.C., and can be watched 
along the Alexandria waterfront.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Waterfront
Information: 571-385-2929

December 31

ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY 
FIRST NIGHT FAMILY PRO-
GRAM Learn about Alexandria’s 
salt-glazed stoneware potters at this 
fun, hands-on First Night Alexandria 
program. Discover the unique styles 
and techniques between H.C. Smith 
(1825-1841) and B.C. Milburn (1841-
1876), and create your own take-home 
design on paper using markers, paint, 
or both at this free, kid-friendly activity.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

  December 31-January 1

FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA A 
family-friendly celebration of the New 
Year through the performing arts and 
other activities.
Time: Noon Wednesday to 12:15 a.m. 
Thursday
Location: Various throughout Old Town
Information: 703-746-3301 or 
adorman@meetingsandeventsofdistinc-
tion.com

January 8-22

CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE 
CLASSES In preparation for the 
Civil War Ball on January 24 learn the 
waltz, polka, Virginia Reel and more 
from an expert dance master.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

You’re 
invited 
to our Friday, Dec 12, 3:00 – 6:00 pm

Saturday, Dec 13, 11:00am – 4:00pm
• Picture-taking with Baby Jesus
• Bring your own camera; costumes provided
• Birthday cake, story-telling, and more
• Fun for the whole family!
• Call 703-549-3806 for more info & hours

Pauline Books & Media • 1025 King Street, Old Town Alexandria • Alexandria@paulinemedia.com

NEWLY RENOVATED APARTMENTS

NOW LEASING

OLD TOWN NEW DIGS
BRIDGEYARDLIVING.COM

calEnDar 
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ScEnE arounD ToWn

 It takes a while to warm up 
to Cheryl Strayed, the heroine 
of “Wild.”
 Even though she’s played by 
the ever-endearing Reese With-
erspoon, Strayed seems almost 
comically unprepared for the 
mission she has assigned her-

self: a solo, three-month, 1,100 
hike along the Pacific Coast 
trail, from the Mojave Desert to 
the Oregon-Washington border.
 Her backpack is oversized 
and filled with unnecessary 
or useless items. Her hiking 
boots are too small, resulting in 
grotesquely bloodied feet and 
cracked toenails. And as we 

learn in flashbacks, Cheryl is 
on this journey of self-discov-
ery because she cheated on her 
husband on countless occasions 
and became a heroin addict.
 Even Cheryl’s name is off-
putting. She changed it from 
Nyland to “Strayed” because 
she, well, strayed.
 But the more time we spend 

with Cheryl, the more we learn 
about her backstory, and the 
more we feel the change in this 
young woman’s heart and spirit 
as she refuses to give up despite 
challenges ranging from 100-de-
gree heat to lack of water to 
heavy snow to cuts and bruises 
to a couple of precarious situa-
tions involving predatory men, 

the more engrossed we are in 
the story and the more we under-
stand empathize with her.
 Thanks to the rich source  
material—Strayed’s memoir,  
“Wild: From Lost to Found on 
the Pacific Crest Trail;” a nomina-
tion-worthy adaptation from the 

Witherspoon takes a turn to the feral in “Wild”
By richarD roEpEr 

SEE WilD | 17
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abusive situations. For 35 years, Bethany House has partnered
with communities throughout Northern Virginia and the  
DC metropolitan area to eliminate domestic violence 
one family at a time. 

WAYS YOU CAN DONATE
ONLINE  
Visit www.bhnv.org and look 
for the “Donate Now” button 
to make your donation today.  

MAIL
 

You can make your  
check out to: 

Bethany House  
of Northern Virginia

Attn: Development Office 
Bethany House of Northern 
Virginia
6121 Lincolnia Road
Suite #303
Alexandria, VA 22312

 
of domestic violence.

C
ele

bra
ting

35
YEARS

Bethany House of Northern Virginia provides emergency 
shelter and supportive services to women and children �eeing 

Donate today and help survivors 

At Home in Alexandria!

Helping our Alexandria neighbors remain 
independent and in their own homes

This holiday season, 
give a gift to Mom or Dad 

that is practical & valuable —
an AHA membership.

You will receive a gift too — 
peace of mind,

knowing they are 
getting that extra support 
when you cannot be there.

703.231.0824
www.athomeinalexandria.org 
aha@athomeinalexandria.org

herself in some strange situations 
with men, from the friendly soul 
she spots bathing naked to a 
farmer who’s not exactly what  
he appears to be, to a couple of 
hunters who act as if they watched 
“Deliverance” too many times. 
There’s a funny interlude with a 
freelance journalist (Mo McRae), 
who insists on calling Cheryl  
a “hobo.”
 Laura Dern should get Best 
Supporting Actress consider-
ation for her performance as 
Bobbi, who escaped an abusive 
marriage, raised her two chil-
dren as best she could, returned 
to college when her own daugh-
ter was in school, and refused 
to stop smiling—even after she 
was diagnosed with terminal 
cancer in her 40s.

 As for Witherspoon, there’s 
not a shred of her America’s 
Sweetheart persona in this work. 
She strips naked, literally and 
otherwise, in a raw, brave perfor-
mance. We understand Cheryl’s 
pain over her mother’s fate, but 
a lot of young people experience 
a tragedy and don’t use it as a 
diving-off point to becoming 
a heroin-addicted nymphoma-
niac. The film makes no excuses 
for Cheryl’s behavior — nor 
does Cheryl. She realizes the 
pain she’s caused to herself and 
to others. Witherspoon does a 
beautiful job of subtly showing 
the growth in this woman.
 Cheryl’s amazing trek wasn’t 
a self-indulgent exercise in find-
ing herself. It was a suicide pre-
vention walk.

razor sharp Nick Hornby (author 
of “High Fidelity” and “About a 
Boy”); and Witherspoon’s most 
complete performance since her 
Oscar-winning work in “Walk 
The Line” nearly a decade ago, 
“Wild” joins “127 Hours” and 
“All Is Lost” on the top rung of 
individualist-survival movies.
 Witherspoon is in her late 
30s, and Strayed was 26 when 
she embarked on her hike in the 
mid-1990’s. Laura Dern, not 
even 10 years Witherspoon’s 
senior, plays Cheryl’s mother 
Bobbi in flashback sequences, 
and while the lack of age dis-
parity is a little jarring at first, 
Dern is so warm and tender and 

wonderful as a mother who ra-
diates positivity despite all the 
setbacks she’s endured, the per-
formance triumphs.
 As Cheryl stumbles out 
of her motel room on the first 
day of her hike, nearly felled 
by the weight of her oversized 
backpack and telling herself she 
can quit any time, director Jean 
Marc-Vallee (“Dallas Buyers’ 
Club”) quick-cuts to fleeting 
glimpses from Cheryl’s past—
her mother dancing in the 
kitchen, a needle penetrating 
Cheryl’s skin, one of Cheryl’s 
numerous sexual encounters, 
Cheryl’s husband (Thomas Sa-
doski from “The Newsroom”) 
screaming at her. Eventually 
we get fleshed-out sequences in 
which we revisit those finger-
snap quick images and find out 

what was happening at the time. 
It’s a technique that captures the 
near fever-dream challenges of 
the hike, but it also grows tire-
some by the one-hour mark.
 Also, “El Condor Pasa (If I 
Could.)” Ugh. The worst song in 
the “Simon & Garfunkel” cata-
log and one of the most annoying 
songs in pop history. I lost count 
of how many times we hear 
the opening bars of “El Condor 
Pasa,” or someone humming the 
chorus, or an echo-tinged snip-
pet of the song. Rarely has a re-
curring music cue created such 
a case of cinematic tinnitus. But 
maybe that’s just me and how I 
feel about that song.
 Everything else about “Wild” 
is spot on. Cheryl is one of  
the very few women attempting 
to hike the trail solo, and she finds 

photo/fox searChlight piCtures
The usually endearing Reese Witherspoon is nearly unrecognizable as the offputting Cheryl Strayed in 
“Wild”. The film’s outstanding performances put it on the top shelf of recent survivalist movies.
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Ireton students dodge for a cause

Grace Episcopal feeds the hungry with ‘Tom the Turkey’

 Bishop Ireton High School’s 
Best Buddies Club held its 2nd 
Annual Best Buddies Dodge Ball 
Tournament last month. Students 
from every grade had the oppor-
tunity to assemble into teams and 
spend an afternoon competing in 
a round robin dodgeball tourna-
ment; all while raising money for 
Best Buddies.
 Best Buddies is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to estab-
lishing friendships and opportu-
nities for people developmental 
and intellectual disabilities, and 
has been a club at Bishop Ireton 
for the past four years. The stu-
dent leaders of the club this year 
are seniors Annie McHugh and 
Grace Hamilton, who helped es-
tablish Bishop Ireton’s first ever 
Annual Best Buddies Dodge 
Ball Tournament last year.
 “Our main two goals for 
this year were to make it easier 
for the students to register and 

get involved, and to develop 
some guidelines that we could 
use and then pass down to next 
year’s Best Buddies leaders so 
that the event can be carried 
on once Grace and I are gone,” 
McHugh said.
 The tournament proved to be 
a success both for Best Buddies 
and for the students involved.
 “The Best Buddies Dodge 
Ball tournament was lots of fun,” 

said senior Wendell Beane. “My 
team, ‘Ultimate Honor Jorts,’ did 
not go as far in the tournament as 
we would have liked to, but we 
had fun playing and fundraising, 
and we did win the spirit award.”
 The final result of the tour-
nament was twelve student- 
led teams, nearly $600 raised 
for the Best Buddies program, 
and one intense afternoon  
of dodgeball.

 The students of Grace 
Episcopal School helped feed 
those in need in Alexandria by 
creating a gigantic, canned-
food “Bountiful Tom Turkey” 
last month.
 Measuring 32 feet by 34 
feet, this turkey-shaped struc-
ture was entirely made of 
boxed and canned foods donat-
ed by Grace Episcopal School 
students and their families. To 
help with the construction, this 
service-learning project in-

cluded students from preschool 
through fifth grade.
 On November 24, students 
built “Tom the Turkey.” John 
Berry, vice chairman of the 
school’s board, and his wife, 
Khacki Berry, who also are 
chairs of the food pantry, were 
present to watch “Tom” being 
constructed.
 “This is a terrific service 
learning project that benefits our 
own Grace Episcopal Church 
food pantry,” said Chris Stegma-

ier Byrnes, head of school. “The 
students and families are so gen-
erous in providing food and the 
students enjoy ‘Tom’ showing 
this outpouring of donations.”
 More than 220 cans, jars and 
boxes of food were used in the 
construction of the sculpture. All 
of the food was donated to the 
Grace Episcopal Church Food 
Pantry, which works in conjunc-
tion with the Alexandria Depart-
ment of Human Services to feed 
local families in need.

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM EDuCATION  
SECTION

20% Discount on first visit!

S O L S T I C E

Massage

311 N. Washington Street
Lower Right

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

301.915.4590

Hours: M-Sat 9am- 8pm

O f f E r I n g

Swedish Deep Tissue Massage

Foot Reflexology 

Aromatherapy (used in all work)

Middle school students at St. 
Stephen’s and St. Agnes recent-
ly collected boxes of cereal for 
the 2014 Salvation Army cereal 
drive. The two-week food drive, 
sponsored by the SSSAS Stu-
dent Council Association, was in 
response to the increased need 
for breakfast cereal in local 
area food banks. A total of 858 
cereal boxes were collected. The 
SSSAS Middle School has par-
ticipated in this service event for 
many years.

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
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St. Mary’s
Catholic School

National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence

Accepting Applications for 2015–2016

Join us for our Prospective Parents Open House 
on Tuesday, January 27    from 8:30 am- 11:00 amth

Mrs. Janet M. Cantwell, Principal

RSVP to: Mrs. Lisa Bright, Registrar • 703-549-1646, ext. #4910
400 Green Street, Alexandria, VA  22314 | www.smsva.org

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Santa’s Littlest Elf ~
All she wants for Christmas is a place to call home.

Little Crouton is here put some HOP in your holidays. 

1-year-old, this snuggly short-hair loves a 
snooze in her crate, but loves humans as well,  

and is an affectionate extrovert.

Low-maintenance, visit the Shelter to learn how 
simple bunny-care can be.

FOR MORE INFO ABOUT THE CARE OF RABBITS, 
pLEASE CALL 703-746-4774.

ANd VISIT www.ALExANdRIAANIMALS.ORg  

THANK YOU

Immanuel Lutheran students help 
others ahead of Thanksgiving

As families prepared to cele- 
brate Thanksgiving, Immanuel 
Lutheran School (ILS) students 
spent a day last month giving 
thanks and helping others during 
the school-wide Annual Day 
of Service. Throughout the day, 
students and parents had the op-
portunity to participate in a vari-
ety of special projects to serve our 
many neighbors in the school, in 
the church, and in our community.
 The school collected items 
for the Orphan Grain Train, a 
Christian volunteer network 
that ships donated food, cloth-
ing, medical supplies and other 
needed items to people in the 

United States and 64 countries 
around the world.
 The students sorted and 
packed nearly 150 hygiene kits 
with donated supplies, includ-
ing towels and washcloths, 
toothbrushes, soap and combs. 
Students helped to assemble the 
kits, from the youngest student 
in Junior Kindergarten count-
ing and wrapping band aids, to 
older students who helped the 
lower school students assemble 
the right supplies and wrap and 
tie the bundles to be delivered to 
the Orphan Grain Train facility 
in Annapolis.
 In addition to this school-
wide project, individual classes 
spent time serving others within 
the school and church commu-
nity. The second-grade class 
entertained the Junior Kinder-
garten class with a dramatic 
performance, while fourth, fifth 
and sixth-graders helped to pre-
pare and serve a lunch for older 
members of the Immanuel Lu-

theran Church congregation.
 The third-grade students 
then entertained the group dur-
ing lunch with a hymn con-
cert, allowing the congregation 
members to pick their favorite 
hymns for the students to lead 
the group in singing. Students 
also drew and wrote out cards 
for injured service members 
and mothers at Assist Pregnan-
cy Center, and helped with vari-
ous projects around the school.
 “At Immanuel, service to-
wards our neighbor is an inte-
gral part of everything we do,” 
said Headmaster Julia Hab-
recht. “Our Thanksgiving Day 
of Service is a wonderful op-
portunity to unite our commu-
nity — our students, their par-
ents, our faculty and staff, as 
well as our congregation — in 
specific projects which provide 
opportunities to carry out acts 
of service for the many differ-
ent neighbors, far and near, in 
our lives.”

Fourth-grade students 
at Browne Academy held 
their annual Colonial Days 
on November 25. They 
donned era-appropriate 
costumes and held sta-
tions depicting various 
aspects of colonial life like 
candle making, weav-
ing, quill writing, tannery, 
games and tin smithing, 
among others. Also on dis-
play was a Native American 
tee-pee replica and diora-
mas of early settlements 
created by the students. 

Courtesy photo
Burgundy Farm Country Day School’s Class of 2015 collaborated 
last month to host the first ever Eighth Grade Thanksgiving Feast. In 
groups, the students worked together to prepare and cook a meal 
for each other, their teachers, and Burgundy administration and 
staff members. They also took an opportunity to reflect on what they 
had learned from and enjoyed about the experience.

Courtesy photo
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      The Both’s 
AImee mAnn 
and Ted Leo

ScEnE arounD ToWn

Songwriting duo talks music,  
comedy and the need for wigs

By Erich WagnEr

 Singer-songwriter duo The 
Both may have put out their first 
record earlier this year, but they 
have a storied history.
 Ted Leo was involved in the 
D.C. punk scene in the 1990s 
before forming Ted Leo and 
the Pharmacists, while Aimee 
Mann saw success in the 1980s 
new wave band ‘Til Tuesday 
before embarking on her own 
successful solo career.
 Leo and Mann have a two-
night stint at The Birchmere 
next week, and they took some 
time to discuss their music, the 
off-beat sense of humor that 
brought them together, and how 
to accessorize during a holiday 
variety show.

Alexandria Times: Would you 
like to describe how you guys 
came to be a project? I know 
you started getting in touch on 
Twitter and toured together 
for a while.

Ted Leo: Yeah, we had actu-
ally been friends for a long 
time, and, we sort of like, 
just because we appreciated a 
dumb, short joke, we started 
communicating a lot more 
on Twitter. We both guested 
on a lot of mutual comedian 
friends’ shows over the years, 
and that’s how we got to know 
each other. 
 We never actually toured 
together until 2012, and then 
it was over the course of trav-
eling together that we thought 

it might be fun to start writing 
and it sort of took off for both 
of us like wildfire.

Obviously, at first glance,  
it seems you are coming 
from complete opposite 
spectrums. You were in the 
D.C. punk scene for a little 
while, while she was always 
more of a straight singer-
songwriter. How did that  
end up blending?

Leo: Well, I think both of our 
histories are more varied than ei-
ther of us get credit for. I lived in 
D.C. for a while and I definitely 
was a part of that, but I also lived 
in Boston and grew up in the 
New York area, where I’m back 
to now, and I’ve been involved 
in a lot of different scenes …
 But you know, Aimee start-
ed out in weird, noisy art-punk 
bands in Boston before ‘Til Tues-
day, they took off. She had a his-
tory of DIY herself from the very 
beginning, and I’ve done a lot of 
singer-songwriter stuff over the 
last 10 years. We both appreciate 
a good melody and as smart lyr-
ics as we can provide, so I think 
we come together on that.

Aimee Mann: I feel like my 
bonafides are more annoying 
art-rock, at best.

Leo: I hear the term punk in 
the broadest sense, because if I 
didn’t, I would not be included 
in it myself.

Mann: I mean, “F--- the system,” 
if the system is melodic song-
writing and music that wasn’t 
super annoying to listen to.

You mentioned earlier that 
part of the reason you became 
friends was similar senses of 
humor and guesting on come-
dians’ podcasts. You’re both 
sort of known for the same 
kind of stage banter.

Leo: I sometimes get in trouble, 
well not in trouble, but my band-
mates [in the Pharmacists] tend 
to get a little annoyed with the 
length that I will go on when on 
stage. And talk about annoying: 
If my, what I consider to be, dry, 
humorous stage banter is not go-
ing over well with the audience, 
I will force the issue to the point 
of being very annoying.

Mann: I’m just going to talk 
until you laugh. 

Leo: That’s why it’s great to be 
on stage with Aimee. We can 
entertain each other.

Mann: And hopefully the audi-
ence is along for the ride.

On your record, an interest-
ing track is “Honesty is No 
Excuse,” which is actually a 

Thin Lizzy cover. Can you talk 
about why you decided to do 
that song?

Leo: Well, yeah, if I remember, 
we decided to do that song and 
put it on our album because it 
was one of those touchstones 
for our idea of what a band we 
would do together would sound 
like. We were listening to that 
song together, and it brought 
up a lot of mutual areas of in-
terest for us. Because it kind of 
sparked a real drive to actually 
start writing together, we de-
cided to include that officially 
as part of our band’s DNA.

This is being billed as a sort of 
a Christmas show. [Comedian] 
John Hodgman is going to be 
there as well, so can you talk a 
little bit about what might be a 
little different in your set, and 
what you’re doing special for 
the show?

Mann: Well, there’s going to be 
some Christmas stuff. There’s 
a theme that I think maybe we 
should not reveal until we’re at 
the show. So there’s a video that 

will frame the scene of the eve-
ning. We’ll play a couple of Both 
songs; we’ll probably play a 
couple of solo songs. I’m not sure 
what Mr. John Hodgman is going 
to do, but I don’t know if he’s go-
ing to do Christmas stuff or not.

Leo: We’ll rope him into some 
stuff. You have to understand 
this in the context of: it’s the 
Aimee Mann Christmas show. 
If you’re familiar with the his-
tory of that, there’s a lot of va-
riety. There’s music and there’s 
comedy.

Mann: There’s a lot of variety 
… There may be a skit or two 
perhaps, a parody song might 
make an appearance. Maybe 
some costumes. Possibly a 
wig. You’ve got to stick a wig 
in there somewhere, even if 
you don’t need one.

The Both and John Hodgman in 
Aimee Mann’s Christmas Show, 
7:30 p.m., December 15 and 
16, The Birchmere, 3701 Mount 
Vernon Ave., $49.50, www.birch-
mere.com; www.the-both.com.

photo/Christian lantry 

Aimee Mann and Ted Leo both had their own successful music careers in bands and as solo artists for 
decades. But after becoming friends thanks to a few alt-comedy projects, they joined forces to become 
The Both. The duo will perform two concerts at The Birchmere next week. 

Q&A 
with
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at home

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe Follow Us
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

 European Country Living � 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   TEL (703) 778-4172   OnLinE ShopECL.com

Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe

Home of the Week sponsored by european Country Living

ADVERTORIAL

homE of ThE WEEk

 This elegant custom colonial 
was designed for graceful enter-
taining and comfortable living. 
A grand two story foyer wel-
comes guests into the formal 
living room and dining room 
with adjacent Butler’s pantry 
and wet bar. 
 A fabulous great room boasts 
a chef’s kitchen with center is-
land, a casual dining area and 
family room with a gas fireplace 
and access to the patio. On the 
upper level are four bedrooms 
and three full bathrooms includ-
ing the spacious owner’s suite 
with a luxury en suite bath and 
two walk-in closets. 
 The unfinished lower level has 
over 1,600 square feet of space, 
nine-foot ceilings, a rough-in for 
a bathroom and walk-out stairs, 
making it ideal for future expan-
sion. Outside is a professionally 
landscaped yard with stone retain-
ing walls, large patio, brick walk-
ways and an irrigation system.

Spectacular brick colonial in convenient location

At a Glance:
Address:  89 Arell Court,  
  Alexandria, VA 22304
Location:  Quaker Ridge  
Price: $1,195,000

Interior: 3,575 sq. ft. finished
Lot: 12,001 sq. ft.
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3.5
Parking: Attached 2-car garage

Year Built: 2006 
Contact:  Christine Garner, 
  Weichert, Realtors, 
  cghomes@hotmail.com, 
  703-587-4855 

photos/d.s. Creative group 
This property is a spacious brick colonial, and is beautiful both inside 
and outside. 

The home has a fenced yard with lush landscaping, which backs onto 
a wooded area.

A thinking person’s guide  
to home design
By Bill lahay 

 Building or remodeling a 
home is a complex undertaking, 
involving thousands of deci-
sions and details. Professionals 
get used to the process and de-
velop the skills and experience 
to juggle all those disparate 
things, but a lot of homeowners 

get overwhelmed. They might 
have a sense of their favorite 
styles or features, but navigating 
the marketplace of design ideas 
and products can lead to a sort 
of paralysis, an inertia where too 
many options or the fear of mis-
takes makes them slow to take 
the next steps.
 That inaction can be a home-

owner’s friend, if it’s used as an 
opportunity to imagine more pos-
sibilities, sift through them men-
tally, and eventually focus on the 
ideas that hold the most promise 
for that home, person and budget. 
 London-based designer Ju-
dith Wilson encourages that photo/polly Wreford 

The Paris home of interior designer Sarah Lavoine boasts this dra-
matic dining room. An eclectic mix of furnishings is contained within 
a strong color scheme of yellow, black and white.
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To the editor:
 I am a former cop, but I also 
am an advocate for progressive 
criminal justice reform. This 
puts me in a unique position 
with the recent high profile cas-
es in Ferguson and New York. 
Many social activists have used 
these cases as poster-children for 
racial inequality, police brutality, 
and all that is wrong with our 
justice system.
 There have been plenty of 
snazzy one-liners and hashtags 
like “#icantbreath” or “black 
lives matter.” I have heard peo-
ple yelling and screaming at pro-
tests, and news pundits making 
sweeping claims about “indict-
ing the justice system.” This gets 

people angry, but is it helpful? 
Are the complaints about use of 
force and police training based 
on fact or emotion?
 On the other side of things, 
I have seen people from the po-
lice community say things like, 
“Well, next time, don’t resist the 
police.” Is that a comprehensive 
analysis of an entire police en-
counter that resulted in death? 
If these bouts of spewing out in-
flammatory one-liners and road-
blocking protests are our version 
of conflict resolution, then I 
would say we are failing.
 Where is the constructive 
dialogue? Where is the path to 
progress? At this point, the de-
tails of each case do not mat-

ter. What matters is how do we 
move on from here?
 We can talk about body  
cameras and special prosecutors, 
but will those ideas actually save 
the lives of citizens or police of-
ficers? At 3 a.m. in a dark alley, 
when a police officer confronts 
the suspect of a crime alone, what 
is going to actually keep this en-
counter from getting violent? 
Much of that outcome is going to 
be based on each person’s life ex-
perience, training, perspectives, 
opinions, words, and actions.
 What if we stopped yelling 
and screaming at each other, and 
decided to proactively learn from 

our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

 Many Alexandrians were surprised Monday when news 
broke that our capable city manager, Rashad Young, is leav-
ing after only three years on the job.
 Young, 38, can hardly be blamed for jumping at the 
chance to become city administrator in Washington. There 
he will oversee a city workforce and budget almost 10 
times larger than those in Alexandria. The position likely 
also comes with a hefty pay raise for Young, whose Alexan-
dria salary upon being hired in 2011 was $245,000. (WTOP 
reports that the departing D.C. administrator, Allen Lew, 
earns $295,000.)
 What does Young’s departure mean for Alexandria? In a 
nutshell, it means the city is losing its most important em-
ployee — the person, in a manager-council form of govern-
ment, who runs things on a daily basis. Young kept a fairly 
low profile — it’s Alexandria’s city councilors who attend 
most ceremonies and events — but was widely seen as be-
ing good at his job. 
 Young’s departure next month also comes in the midst of 
budget planning for next year. While some expect Deputy 
City Manager Mark Jinks to become interim city manager, 
losing Young could disrupt the budget process.
 As the search begins for Young’s replacement, city lead-
ers should think about the type of person they want in the 
top administrator post. To use a basketball analogy, do they 
want another “one-and-done” leader — that is, a young hot-
shot who likely will stay only a couple of years and move 
on to bigger and better things — or someone who is willing 
to stick around longer? 
 It took eight months from the time previous City Man-
ager Jim Hartmann announced in February 2011 that he was 
leaving until Young was introduced that October. Young 
will have served 39 months in the post when he leaves in 
January. That doesn’t strike us as enough of a return on the 
time and money that was spent searching for a replacement.
 Young’s track record prior to coming to Alexandria in-
dicated he would only stay here two or three years: he spent 
three years as city manager in Dayton, Ohio and only two 
in the top job in Greensboro, N.C. It was unrealistic to think 
that Young, who was only 35 when he became Alexandria 
city manager, was here for the long haul.
 Given the turnover in the city’s top administrative po-
sitions in the past year, the search committee needs to fo-
cus on finding a talented administrator who is committed 
to remaining in Alexandria for at least five years. Hart-
mann served six years as city manager. The gold standard 
for stability and longevity was the late Vola Lawson, who 
held the city’s top administrative post for 15 years, from 
1985 to 2000.
 We thank Young for all he accomplished as city manager 
and wish him well. And we hope our next chief administra-
tor will be here for the long term.

Alexandria’s city  
government needs stability

Empathy will be key for improving 
relations with police officers

SEE EmpaThy | 23
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To the editor:
 I am writing to express my 
disappointment and frustration 
with city officials who have 
bowed to a vocal minority of 
Del Ray residents regarding the 
development of the Oakville 
Triangle on U.S. Route 1 in the 
Del Ray neighborhood of Al-
exandria.
 Many would be pleased to 
see the development of an in-
dustrial area into an appealing 
residential-commercial devel-
opment that everyone can get 
to and enjoy. But the city has 
taken off the table any street 
connections for access to the 
site. To get in and out, everyone 
will have to get on the already 
congested U.S. Route 1.
 At first, it seemed the de-
veloper and the city consid-
ered open access to the back 
of the property to connect Del 
Ray with this project because 
it would be a mix of retail and 
residences. 
 A natural connection could 
be made through connect-
ing Potomac Yard and Del 
Ray through the current dead-
ending streets of Calvert and 
Fannon streets and especially 
Swann Avenue. Look at a map 
and see how streets just end at 
this site.
 Swann is a major central 
street of Potomac Yard that 
crosses Route 1 and dead ends 
at the development. If they 
opened it, it could connect 

through to Stewart Avenue and 
access Mount Vernon Avenue. 
Don’t the businesses want cus-
tomers to shop there?
 Why, after four meetings, 
was this removed from consid-
eration? A loud group of neigh-
bors complained. Why doesn’t 
the city have a standard policy 
about connecting streets? Po-
tomac Yard is already con-
nected at Custis and Howell 
avenues, and there is even 
a connecting Potomac Yard 
street into Leslie Avenue near 
George Washington Middle 
School, so the “concern” that 
a Stewart connection would 
be too close to the elementary 
school at Mount Vernon Av-
enue does not make sense.
 The city allows people to 
gripe and complain and then 
makes unpredictable decisions, 
sometimes against the outcry 
and sometimes in support of 
outcry. Why? It all depends 
on who you know, and be-
cause there is no standard 
reason given.
 The city allowed the devel-
opment of the Mark Center on 

the West End, Potomac Yard, the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice and the now the upcoming 
development of the waterfront 
and Landmark Mall in areas 
where there are existing neigh-
borhoods. If the city’s standard 
is to allow development and 
have access connected by roads, 
then why not connect the streets 
of this project between Del Ray 
and Potomac Yard?
 Frankly, there are many who 
are just tired of Del Ray activ-
ists getting what they want. 
They have a small group of 
vocal and connected networks 
who deal behind the scenes and 
have a different standard from 
the rest of the city. 
 If the city allows itself to be 
manipulated by a small group, 
then it will get a divided city 
catering to the selfishness of a 
few crybabies who want res-
taurants, shopping and every-
thing nearby as long as they 
keep it away from their back 
yard or street.

- Alex Phillips
Alexandria

To the editor:
 Arlington County’s deci-
sion to ditch the contemplated 
Columbia Pike streetcar in 
the face of continuing opposi-
tion, which the developers and 
speculators lamented, but the 
residents who might be dis-
placed and the taxpayers favor, 
affirms Alexandria’s far-sight-
edness in city council’s deci-
sion to implement the area’s 
first bus rapid transit system 
(Metroway).
 When I have ridden it lately, 
it seems more people get on in 
Arlington than in Alexandria, 
but with time Alexandria folks 
will connect from DASH at 

Braddock Road and behind the 
Potomac Yard shopping center 
and from the new develop-
ments nearby.
 Because those bound for 
Crystal City who take a bus to 
Braddock Road can transfer to 
Metroway, they won’t have to 
“pay twice” as they would if 
they transferred to Metrorail. 
And better still, all the other 
buses that travel through the 
dedicated right-of-way seg-
ment also save some time by 
using the transitway.
  Thank you for this far-
sighted decision!

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

To the editor:
 The massive public reac-
tion to the tragic deaths of three 
black teens at the hands of white 
police officers has led to a na-
tional call for use of body cam-
eras to record and prevent any 
future mistreatment of suspects.
 There is ample precedent. 
Animal protection activists 
have used body cameras to 
document egregious atrocities 
and safety violations by work-
ers in the meat, dairy, and egg 
industries. The resulting vid-
eos have led to a number of 
corrective actions as well as 
felony convictions, meat re-
calls and even a $500 million 
civil settlement.

 How ironic then that agri-
business interests in seven 
states (Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, Montana, North Da-
kota, and Utah) have now en-
acted “ag-gag” laws imposing 
severe penalties for using body 
cameras in their agricultural fa-
cilities. The language typically 
is drafted by the anti-consumer 
American Legislative Ex-
change Council (ALEC).
 Let’s hope that other vest-
ed interests do not impose 
similar restrictions on the use 
of body cameras by law en-
forcement officers.

- Ali Gatlin
Alexandria

The missing connection in 
Oakville Triangle

Metroway already a 
great city investment

Body cameras prevent 
mistreatment

Email comments, rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com.

The city allows people to 
gripe and complain and then 
makes unpredictable decisions, 

sometimes against the outcry and 
sometimes in support of outcry. ”

Who carES?
WE Do.

each other? What if we seek 
out opportunities for dialogue 
between police officers and the 
citizens that they serve, outside 
of these confrontational mo-
ments? What if officers could 
explain what an encounter 
feels like for them, how use of 
force works, how they perceive 
threats to their safety (e.g. a 
person who won’t take his 
hands out of his pockets)?

 And what if community 
members had a forum where 
they could explain to police 
officers what has gone through 
their minds when an officer 
approached their car during 
a traffic stop, or when an of-
ficer told them they had been 
stopped because they fit the 
description of a suspect?
 What if both groups started 
to empathize with each other? 
What if citizens started to re-
spect police officers as mem-
bers of the community, with 

families, feelings, and identi-
ties beyond the uniform? And 
what if police officers gained 
a better understanding of 
how citizens experience life, 
crime, and police interaction 
within their communities?
 People can continue to be 
angry, but until they turn their 
anger into positive action, we 
are only making things worse, 
not better.

- Burke Brownfeld
Alexandria

EmpaThy 
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spookiness writes:
“The primary competitors to our dis-
trict are planned shopping malls in 
Arlington and Fairfax counties with 
acres of free and convenient parking.” 
I strongly disagree. It’s an apples-to-
oranges comparison.
 The draw of Old Town is character 
and perceived authenticity. [It’s] a real 
“sense of place” vs. some shopping mall 
with acres of parking. Old Town isn’t 
competing with Tyson’s or Pentagon 
City. The shops, restaurants, amenities 
and experiences are completely different.
 In 20 years of living in Alexandria, 
whenever I’ve driven to Old Town, I’ve 
never had to park more than two blocks 
away from my destination. It’s not dif-
ficult at all, I don’t mind paying, and 
for long stays bike parking is free and 
extremely convenient, and virtually all 
buses operating in the city lead to some-
where near Washington and King.

In response to “Council: 
New budget could mean new 
taxes,” November 20:

ACyclistInThePortCity writes:

Transportation access is what makes 
Alexandria competitive and is an invest-
ment in the future. The new Metro sta-
tion is expensive, but is expected to make 
possible large-scale new development 
nearby. It’s fine to debate if that projec-
tion is realistic, but to cut back invest-
ment whenever there is a budget problem 
is short sighted, in my opinion.

In response to “Parking in 
Old Town must help retailers 
thrive,” November 24:
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ighlighting another detail of what 
may be the first aerial photograph 
of downtown Alexandria, taken 

high above the city in 1919, is this view of 
the Alexandria waterfront between King 
and Cameron streets.  The large buildings, 
separated by Union Street, comprise the 
United States Naval Torpedo Station, and 
the office building shaped like a number 
eight in that complex is still under con-
struction, evidenced by the large cranes 
standing within the eastern courtyard of 
the structure.
 At the bottom of the photo is the old 
Mansion House Hotel that was built in 
1845, while small shops and businesses, 
now long gone, stand on the south side.
 In the early years of World War I, na-
val authorities scrambled to advance the 
development of underwater armaments, 
and a site along the Potomac River in Al-
exandria, close to the nation’s capital, was 
selected for a major torpedo production 
facility.  A large wharf was constructed in 
the Potomac River immediately in front of 
the factory building to accommodate the 
delivery of supplies and the transport of 
completed torpedoes to military ships by a 
series of small rails.
 Ironically, construction on the facility 
began on November 12, 1918, just one day 
after an armistice was declared between 
Germany and Allied forces that ended hos-
tilities on the Western Front. Although the 
signed armistice established a ceasefire in 
that theater of war, the conflict continued in 
the Russian and Ottoman Empires, which 
prompted the military to proceed with the 
planned construction.
 After completion of the torpedo sta-
tion, the manufacture of the armed aquatic 
projectiles continued for several years, but 
by the mid-1920s the building had largely 
become a munitions storage facility.  It was 

not until World War II began that the fac-
tory started active production of underwa-
ter warheads again, and as the war effort 
progressed rapidly in response to the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, the facility expanded with 
new buildings and production facilities.  A 
huge increase of factory workers contribut-
ed to a severe housing shortage in the city, 
and ultimately several trailer camps were 
established in and around the city for em-
ployees and their families.
 After the war, the Smithsonian Institu-
tion and National Archives used the factory 
building for storage of museum collections 
and important documents, and for many 
years the records of the infamous Nurem-
berg trials were housed there.
 Finally in 1969, Alexandria resident and 
Art League President Marian Van Land-
ingham proposed rehabilitating the dete-
riorating building as a new home for art-
ist workshops and studios. The waterfront 
property was acquired by the city from the 
federal government and through the sweat 
equity of local volunteers the building was 
transformed into one of the nation’s first, 
and most successful, adaptive reuses of an 
historic building.  The nearby office build-
ing to the west was later demolished and 
replaced by condominiums.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic Alexandria.

ouT of ThE aTTic

A vital waterfront property in 
peace and war

photo/offiCe of historiC alexandria

H

53% Yes.

47% No.
15 votes Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Should Noah Lyles have won the Youth Athlete  
of the Year Award? 

This Week 
Do you think Rashad Young did a good job in his three 
years as city manager?

Weekly poll

A. Yes. 
B. No.
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kind of thoughtful approach in 
her book, “Think Home.” In 
fact, Wilson sees the wishful 
imagining of design possibili-
ties as an essential part of doing 
renovation right, even when it 
looks like inactivity. She calls 
it “careful contemplation” and 
recommends it as the first stage 
of getting concepts and plans 
determined for each space, even 
before scouting websites or 
magazine pages for inspiration. 
Better to let one’s own instincts 
and preferences surface spon-
taneously before introducing 
ideas others have pursued.
 Wilson’s approach isn’t 
about just daydreaming, how-
ever. Once a general wish list 
emerges about how the changes 
might look and live, specific 
planning becomes the natural 
next step, and it can happen 
seamlessly enough to prevent 
the paralysis that often rears 
its head when actual decisions 
have to be made. The book’s 
format takes readers through a 
sequence of deliberate stages, 
each one getting closer to the fi-
nal details that will give the de-
sign its signature look. Here’s a 
sampling of her process:
     Think Architectural Bones 
When renovating, the given 
structure of an existing home 
isn’t an absolute limit on the 
options, but it’s the best place to 
start assessing the strengths and 
weaknesses. 
 Look at the major structural 
elements — walls, beams, ceil-
ings, windows and doorways 
— to see what contributes to 
the inherent character of the 
home and its individual spaces. 
If any are real impediments to 
the look you want, explore the 
possibilities of adding or re-
moving interior walls, bump-
ing out an exterior wall, adding 
a window opening or doorway, 
changing floor or ceiling levels 
and so on. 
 Also, get consistent detail-
ing in moldings, millwork and 
other installed or built-in ele-
ments, and clean up any sty-
listic irregularities, such as an 

ill-conceived modification done 
by a previous owner. 
     Think Size and Shape The 
“open-concept” floor plan is all 
the rage these days, but Wilson 
warns against losing separate 
spaces entirely. For starters, 
large spaces are often great for 
entertaining large groups, but 
can feel cavernous and empty 
for everyday living. Aim for a 
balance by keeping room sizes 
varied and making transitions 
between spaces fluid and seam-
less, with partial walls, area rugs 
and furniture groupings among 
the tools for differentiating one 
area from another. Private spac-
es such as bedrooms and bath-
rooms should keep their original 
enclosed character, unless tran-
sitioning to another private area 
such as a reading nook or dress-
ing area.
    Think Budget and Resources
Budgets shouldn’t rule your 
project with an iron fist, but the 

amount of funding available 
for renovation is an inescap-
able factor in the outcome. De-
velop a plan that considers all 
your funding sources -- exist-
ing savings and potential bor-
rowed funds — and use this 
knowledge to balance your pri-
orities. Spend to get the “shell” 
right first, and then plan to 
fund new elements or furnish-
ings as your finances allow. A 
budget is a tool to manage your 
project, Wilson insists --not a 
constraint.
 Subsequent chapters fol-
low this direction more spe-
cifically, urging the reader to 
think about each new aspect 
of the renovation effort — 
whether that be lifestyle goals, 
general decor themes or the 
particular features of kitchens, 
baths, bedrooms and other in-
dividual spaces. Not surpris-
ingly, there’s plenty of food for 
thought on all these pages.

Indoor Storage – del ray

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

photo/polly Wreford 
Designer Michela Imperiali (www.mikinteriors.com) used a deliberate-
ly restrained palette and great natural light to bring order and energy 
to this kitchen nook. Contrasting dark and light cabinetry is echoed in 
the flooring pattern, while the yellow stools and seat cushion provide a 
burst of bright color.

Thinking 
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ACROSS
1 Lipton and Twinings, e.g.
5 Insect phase
10 One of the Golden Horde
15 Big blowout
19 Bridge toll unit
20 Bishop’s assistant
21 Marks in ancient manuscripts
22 “Do ___ others as ...”
23 Game with hits
25 Place for low-priority items
27 Walloped, old-style
28 Cold-cuts emporium
29 Covered with soot
30 Some tides
31 Running behind schedule
33 Not naughty
35 Jab, for most boxers
37 Unable to appreciate the   
  symphony
41 And so forth (Abbr.)
42 Kind of walk
46 State firmly
47 Skin cream additive
49 Some beans
52 Haberdashery accessory
53 Astronomer’s unit of distance
55 Hilo souvenir
57 One pointing at a target
59 Price marker
60 “Why, ___ be a pleasure!”
61 Cook’s staple
65 Cotton plant capsule
66 Abbr. next to a telephone   
  number
67 Con ___ (vivaciously)
68 Snoozed
69 Dentist’s request
70 Paving block
71 KFC leavings
72 Computer desktop feature
74 Bike with an engine
77 Word with “Water” or  
  “standard”

79 Bargelike boat
80 Hank’s “King of the Hill” wife
83 Release, as an odor
84 “I do” ends it
86 Orthodontists’ org.
87 Lao-tzu’s “way”
88 Physical strength
89 Formerly known as
90 Lecture hall
92 Involve by necessity
94 Alexandra’s husband
97 Hindu sacred text
99 Competition for the swift
100 Dress with a tight bodice
101 Accomplished
103 Cash for incidentals
105 African antelope
107 “Get out of here, fly!”
108 “Go no further!”
109 Raspberry drupelets
112 Sewing-machine inventor
114 Hawaiian guitars, for short
117 Beast of burden
121 Gen Xer’s parent
123 Sans hat
125 Cup part
126 “All kidding ___ ...”
127 Threesome
128 Grandma
129 Tosses in
130 Appraised
131 Dele revokers
132 Percussion instrument

DOWN
1 Checks in a bar
2 Final, e.g.
3 A chorus line?
4 People from the Mayflower,   
  e.g.
5 “If ___ told you once ...”
6 Bridge boo-boo
7 Have a yearning

8 Olympic champion Devers
9 Live-forever plant
10 Cigarette filling
11 Insult badly
12 “Ramblin’ Wreck From   
  Georgia ___”
13 Type of hydrocarbon group
14 BBQ serving
15 Lab liquid measurer
16 “___ and the King of Siam”
17 Flight segment
18 ___ d’oeuvre
24 X-ray shield material
26 Like life
32 Small table on wheels
34 Word often given an  
  incorrect apostrophe
36 Go inside
37 Animal with a snout
38 Like Humpty Dumpty
39 Jocks’ antitheses

40 System of numbering pages
43 Author Sinclair
44 Money in Iran
45 Author Madeleine L’___
48 Suffix for “Hallow”
50 Harsh cries
51 “Them” or “us”
54 Abated
56 Look the other way
58 Spanish doctor
62 Knapsack
63 Committee
64 Unit of gene activity
65 Storage space
69 Behaving like a ruffian
70 On Easy Street
71 Money from Thailand
73 Antifreeze, e.g.
74 Allotted (with “out”)
75 Sultanate citizen
76 Peter’s Russian cousin?
78 Genuine, in Germany
79 Wool-coat owners
80 Joyous hymn
81 Bring forth
82 Tasting like wild meat
84 Crystal of Hollywood
85 Accelerate, as an engine
88 Central vein of a leaf
91 Arable place
93 Assumed names
95 Clung
96 ___ de Janeiro
98 Refusal to conform
102 Doesn’t quite believe
104 Burrowing animal
106 Language with click  
  consonants
107 Like a member of 
109-Across
109 “Fernando” singers
110 Ace or deuce
111 “What am ___?”  
  (auction query)
113 Fail to mention
115 Go-___
116 One of the Great Lakes
118 Month on the Hebrew   
  calendar
119 Waiter’s handout
120 First man
122 Paddle kin
124 “For ___ a jolly ...”
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last Week’s Solution:

CURTIS BRADHAM, 
of Alexandria, December 1 2014

JAMES M. COLLINS (96), 
of Alexandria, November 27 2014

KATHERINE KNOTT,  
of Alexandria, December 3 2014

KATHLEEN W. MERENESS (89), 
of Alexandria, December 2 2014

EILEEN D. REOSTI (85),  
of Alexandria, December 4 2014

ROBERT P. RICE (82),  
of Alexandria, November 19 2014

MARK J. ROSOFF (63),  
of Alexandria, November 26 2014

PHYLLIS R. SCUDDER (96),  
of Alexandria, November 30 2014

RELLA M. ZARVIS (82),  
of Alexandria, December 3 2014

oBiTuariES

Obituary POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are 

charged through the funeral home 

on a per-word basis comparable to 

the space rate offered to nonprofit 

advertisers. 

Families may provide any informa-

tion they wish about a deceased 

loved one, through all obituaries 

are subject to editing by the News 

Department. 

“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” 

notices are available through the 

Advertising Department. 

Obituaries should be submitted 

through the funeral home. Each 

obituary must include the funeral 

home name for verification. 

Deadlines are the Monday prior to 

the issue date. Call 703.739.0001  

for details.
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classifieds

BuSinESS  
DirEcTory

Home ServiCeS

lEgal noTicEaBc noTicE

                         

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING  
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following request has been received for 
administrative review and approval.

For information about this application or  
to comment, visit the City’s website at  
www.alexandriava.gov/planning or call  
(703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2014-00123 
2212 Mt Vernon Avenue –  
Proposed Business: Pure Aesthetica
Request for a new administrative Special Use 
Permit to operate a massage establishment; 
zoned CL/Commercial Low
APPLICANT: Jodey McGhee
PLANNER: Ann Horowitz –  
ann.horowitz@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 of the 
zoning ordinance, the above listed request 
may be approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning. If you have 
any comments regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and Zoning staff at 
703.746.4666 or email the planner listed no 
later than January 1st, 2015.

MultiMedia developer
GP Strategies Corporation
(Alexandria VA)
Hours: Mon-Friday from 8:30 – 5:00 p.m.
Eligible for Employee Referral Program 
Bonus? Yes, as per the Employee Refer-
ral Program Policy GP-M-01094419 
located on the Corporate Intranet.
 
GP Strategies Corporation (NYSE: GPX) 
is a global performance improvement 
solutions provider of training, eLearning 
solutions, management consulting and 
engineering services. GP Strategies’ 
solutions improve the effectiveness of 
organizations by delivering innovative 
and superior training, consulting and 
business improvement services, cus-
tomized to meet the specific needs of 
its clients. Clients include Fortune 500 
companies, manufacturing, process 
and energy industries, and other com-
mercial and government customers. 
Additional information may be found at 
www.gpstrategies.com.
 
Description of Duties:
Design, develop, test, install and sup-
port e-learning training programs using 
authoring software such as Flash, and 
Lectora as well as programming lan-
guages such as ASP, Flash ActionScript, 
JavaScript, HTML/CSS and XML. Design 
technology-based training programs 
using a standardized instructional design 
methodology. Research and evaluate new 
technologies. Upload and test e-learning 
modules on industry standard Learning 
Management Systems like Moodle. 

Requirements:
Master’s degree in Instructional Tech-
nology plus one year of experience as 
a multi-media developer or in a related 
position. Experience must include: 
programming and updating custom 
database using ASP and SQL database; 
programming with HTML, JavaScript, 
Flash ActionScript and XML; authoring 
e-learning courses with Lectora and 
Evolution LCMS; testing and program-
ming Section 508 and SCORM compli-
ant e-learning courses; testing and 
uploading SCORM e-learning courses 
on Moodle LMS; working with Photo-
shop and Illustrator; writing storyboards 
that specify content and branching logic 
using ADDIE principles of instructional 
design; and writing technical specifica-
tion document for course design guide. 
Excellent oral and written communica-
tion skills required.
 
If interested, mail your resume and a 
cover letter with the Job ID 9050 to:
Elise Stanford, Recruiter
GP Strategies Corporation
11000 Broken Land Pkwy, 70 Corpo-
rate Center, Suite 200
Columbia, MD 21044
 
GP Strategies is committed to creating 
a diverse environment and is proud to 
be an equal opportunity employer. All 
qualified applicants will receive consid-
eration for employment without regard 
to race, national origin, gender, age, 
religion, disability, sexual orientation, 
veteran status, or marital status.

HOME Cleaning Cleaning TrustTrustYou can

703.659.4611
maidbrigade.com

Bonded, Insured & 
Praised!
Eco-Friendly Products   Flexible

  Scheduling

BBB A+ Rating

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net
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RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.
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RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.
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Advertise your business or service.
Contact Kristen essex at kessex@alextimes.com

CORRECTION Because of a space issue, the Alexandria Times  
erroneously ran our December 4, 2014 issue without the previous 
week’s November 25th Crossword Puzzle Solution, and wow, did we 
hear about it! The Times regrets the error. 
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Celebrating 20 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

703.960.5858
jprice@mcenearney.com
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Janet Caterson Price
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

®

®

109 S Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

GRATEFUL FOR 20 YEARS of wonderful and  
loyal clients, friends and our great community!

20 Years of Sales: $215,000 to $4,000,000

AND FOR 2015: DON’T FORGET TO BE AWESOME!

Thank
You

Russell Road,  Wilton Road,  Muir’s Court,  Pendleton Street,  Parenham Way,  Duffield Lane,  Grove Drive,  Cottingham Place,   
Grove Drive,  Grove Drive,  Grove Drive (not a typo),  King Street,   Oxford Avenue,  Kalmia Square,  Belle Haven Road,  Grove Drive,   
Grove Drive,  Buena Vista Avenue,  Grove Drive (yet again),  Bernard Street,  Royal Thomas Way,  Arkendale Road,  Braddock Road,   

Dartmouth Road,  Belle Haven Road,  Grove Drive,  North West Street,  North Pitt Street,  North Pitt Street (not a misprint),  Hopewell Avenue,  
Grove Drive,  Grove Drive,  Woodmont Road,  Grove Drive,  Warrington Place,  Belle Haven Road (again),  Prince Street,  Grove Drive,   
Potomac  Avenue,  King Street,  Aspen Street,  South Pitt Street,  Woodmont Road, Belle Haven Road,  Woodmont Road,  Birch Lane,   

Edgewood Terrace,  Woodmont Road,  Tudor Place,  North Saint Asaph Street,  Duffield Lane,  Golf Course Square,  Ludgate Drive,   
Biscayne Drive,  Glendale Terrace, Midday Lane,  Duke Street,  Huntington Avenue,  Duffield Lane,  Clarendon Boulevard,  Riverview Terrace,  
Edgewood Terrace,  South Pitt Street,  Westmoreland Road,  Golf Course Square,  Boulevard Drive ,  Woodmont Road,  Southdown Road,   
Duffield Lane,  Wakefield Court,  Middleford Drive,  Belle Haven Road,  Water Street,  North Overlook Drive,  Grove Drive,  Arch Law Drive,  
Windsor Road,  North Pitt Street,  Shenandoah Road,  Windsor  Road,  Olde Towne Court,  Windsor Road,  Danton Lane,  Circle Hill Road, 

Shenandoah Road,  Fort Hunt Road,  Grove Drive,  Grove Drive,  Hearthstone Mews,  Fort Hunt Road,  Windsor Road,  Randall Court,   
Norton Road,  Woodmont Road,  Edgehill Drive,  North Pitt Street,  Edgewood Terrace,  Gambrill Woods Way,  Randall Court,   

Olde Towne Court,  Belle View Boulevard, Duffield Lane, Glendale Avenue,  Crest Street,  Skyhill Road,  Foxcroft Road,  Windsor Road,   
Olde Towne Court,  Grove Drive, Windsor Road,  Stanford Circle,  Fort Hunt Road,  Golf Course Square,  Riverton Lane,  Wilkinson Place,   

Belle View Boulevard,  Kristina Ursula Court,  Olde Towne Road,  Tally Ho Lane,  Foresthill Road,  Plymouth Road,  Edgewood Terrace,   
Summit Terrace,  Highland Meadows Court,  Duke Street,  Saint Stephens Road  Grove Drive,  Edgewood Terrace,  Embry Spring Lane,   

Schelhorn Road,  Mason Hill Drive,  Duffield Lane,  Mason Hill Drive, North Washington Street,  4th Street North,  Windsor Road,   
Southdown Road, Foresthill Road,  Grove Drive,  Wood Haven Road,  Utah Street,  Quebec Street,  Water Street,  Duffield Lane,   

Grove Drive (again),  Gatewood Drive,  Duffield Lane,  Grove Drive,  Mount Vernon Circle,  Grove Drive,  Potomac Avenue,  Buena Vista Avenue,  
Fort Hunt Road,  Sharon Chapel Road,  Belle Haven Road ,  North  Royal Street,  Huntington Avenue,  North Fenwick Street,  North Pitt Street,  

Dartmouth Road,  Hickory Glen Way,  Arkendale Road,  Braddock Road,  Burgundy Road,  Grove Drive,  Arkendale Road,  North Pitt Street,  
North Pitt Street,  North Pitt Street (again),  Grove Drive,  Hopewell Avenue,  Grove Drive,  Herbert Street,  Farrington Avenue,   

Mount Eagle Drive,  Wythe Street,  Belle Haven Road,  King Street,  Olde Towne Court,  16th Street  North,  Grove Drive,  Aspen Street,   
Potomac Avenue ,  Woodmont Road,  North Pollard Street,  Belle Haven Road,  Golf Course Square,  Edgehill Drive, Fleetwood Drive,   

Duffield Lane,  Chalfonte Drive,  Biscayne Drive,  Glendale Terrace,  Plymouth Road,  Joust Lane,  Mayflower Drive,  Clarendon Boulevard,   
Duke Street,  Aristotle Drive,  Fairfax Road,  Rucker Place, Boulevard Drive,  Baltray Circle,  South Fairfax Street,  Buchanan Street,   

Middleford Drive,  Southdown Road,  Duke Street,  Shenandoah Road,  Herbert Springs Road,  Duffield Lane,  Chapel Street,  Queen Street,  
North Pitt Street,  Edgewood Terrace,  Windsor Road,  Shenandoah Road,  Redwood Lane,  Edgehill Drive,   Randall Court, South Royal Street,  

Norton Road,  Native Violet Drive,  Windsor Road,  North West Street,  Hill Vale Place,  Olde Towne Court,  Radcliff Road,  First Street,   
Belle View Boulevard,  Embry Spring Lane,  Grove Drive,  Windsor Road,  Edgewood Terrace,  Gentle Lane,  Radcliff Road,  Sun Up Way,  

Julia Avenue,  South Fayette Street,  Foresthill Road,  North Taylor Street,  Valleywood Road,  Pickering Place,  Ivanhoe Lane,  Trinity Drive,  
South Saint Asaph Street, Crystal Drive,  Spring Hill Farm Drive,  Foresthill Road,  Rose Petal Circle.


