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City leaders examine body 
cameras, community 
policing practices

By Erich WagnEr

 

 Alfred Street Baptist Church 
Pastor Howard-John Wesley’s 
congregation was in the midst 
of a service geared toward 
young people earlier this 
month, when word that a New 
York police officer would not 
be indicted for his role in the 
death of an unarmed black 
suspect spread among church 
members.

 Feelings of frustration and 
anger mounted quickly, he said.
 “The news broke, and 
there was such outrage, so I 
asked: What do we do?” he 
said. “It didn’t seem right to 
stay in the church and have 
the service as usual.
 “We had about 300 people 
in the sanctuary who didn’t 
want to just sit and sing songs 
and worship. We wanted to 
put faith into action.”
 What happened next high-
lighted the difference between 
the actions of Alexandria po-
lice and those in areas like 

Ferguson, Mo. and Cleve-
land, where reports of officers 
shooting unarmed black teen-
agers have dominated national 
news, Wesley said.
 “Within half an hour, peo-
ple prepared themselves; we 
had a service of prayer and 
then hit the streets and made 
our way to the city court-
house,” he said. “I called the 
police, and we informed the 
watch commander what we 
were doing. They deployed 
officers to aid and assist us.
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Man charged in three 
local slayings tries  
to fire defense team

By Erich WagnEr 

 

 Former fringe 
mayoral candidate 
Charles Severance 
made his first 
public statements 
since investigators 
connected him 
with the slayings 
of three Alexan-
drians earlier this 
year at a preliminary hearing 
in court last week.
 Attorneys had prepared to 
argue a number of motions 
filed by Severance’s defense 
team related to the original ar-

rest warrant on a gun charge 
in March before Circuit Court 
Judge Jane Roush.
 But discussion of those 
issues was postponed af-

ter Severance’s at-
torneys requested 
the 54-year-old be 
evaluated by mental 
health professionals 
for his ability to aid 
in his own defense.
     As attorneys ar-
gued for the evalua-
tion, Severance stood 
and interrupted the 

proceedings.
 “He no longer represents 
me,” he told Roush.
 Roush told the defen-
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Incidents highlight local  
police accountability

Severance to undergo  
competency evaluation
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Charles Severance

FILE PHOTO

Members of the Alfred Street Baptist Church, incensed by the news that a New York police officer 
would not be indicted for his role in the death of an unarmed black suspect, held an impromptu 
protest march to the city courthouse earlier this month. Pastor Howard-John Wesley said Alexandria 
police accommodated their efforts, going so far as to block roads along their route. 

PHOTO/SuSan HaLE THOMaS

SEARCHING FOR SEASON’S GREETINGS  
Stella Grimes wears a reindeer nose as she and her friends 
Lulu, Lucie, Remi, Ella and Genevieve celebrate Stella’s 
11th birthday. The girls combed the streets of Old Town as 
part of a scavenger hunt to mark both the occasion and the 
holiday season in general.
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When the most respected brand in the world, Berkshire 
Hathaway, puts its name on a real estate sign, that’s a good 
sign for the market and a great sign for you. Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty is good to know.

Get to know us at: penfedrealty.com

Are you ready to learn more? 

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker, at:

703-836-1464
300 N. Washington Street, Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Now appearing in 
Alexandria, Virginia.

Good to know.TM

©2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and 
the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. 
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Alexandria deputy graduates from  
leadership program

Mark Jinks appointed acting city manager
 City councilors voted 
unanimously last weekend to 
appoint Mark Jinks as acting 
city manager following the 
news last week that City Man-
ager Rashad Young would 
leave Alexandria at the end of 
this year to accept a position 
as D.C. city administrator.
 Jinks joined city govern-
ment in 1999 when he was 
hired as chief financial of-
ficer. There, he oversaw the 
city’s budget, financial pro-
grams and information tech-
nology services.
 After a decade in that 
role, he was promoted to 
deputy city manager, where 
he was responsible for land 
use planning and zoning, 
historic preservation, trans-
portation, environmental 
protection, parks and afford-
able housing, among other 
areas of city government.
 In a statement, Mayor Bill 
Euille praised Jinks for his 

exemplary service to the city 
over the past 15 years.
 “His keen understanding 
of the City’s finances and op-
erations has stood Alexandria 
in strong stead 
during complex 
project implemen-
tations and chal-
lenging economic 
times,” he said. 
“I’m confident 
that Mark’s lead-
ership will provide 
continuity as City 
Council begins 
discussing the pro-
cess for selecting a permanent 
city manager.”
 Jinks holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science as well 
as a master’s degree in public 
administration from Pennsyl-
vania State University in State 
College, Pa. He also participat-
ed in executive education pro-
grams at Harvard University, 
the University of Virginia and 

Syracuse University.
 Jinks said in a statement 
that he is excited to enter his 
new role, which will be ef-
fective January 2.

 “I am humbled and 
honored to take on 
this role at a particu-
larly important time 
in Alexandria,” said 
Jinks.  “I look for-
ward to presenting 
City Council with a 
responsible budget 
in March, and keep-
ing the city moving 
forward on major 

development and infrastruc-
ture initiatives.
 “I am excited to work 
with our outstanding city 
staff and partner agencies to 
ensure that Alexandria con-
tinues to be a safe, attrac-
tive, and welcoming commu-
nity for everyone who lives, 
works, and visits here.”

 - Erich Wagner

 Alexandria Deputy Greg 
Zedalis recently completed 
work on an intensive leader-
ship program from the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of 
Police along with 34 other law 
enforcement officers across 
Northern Virginia.
 The three-month program 
trains participants to become 
effective leaders for their 
departments with a focus on 
using a behavioral science 
approach to leading people, 
groups and organizations. 
One of the central tenets is 
the idea that “every officer is 
a leader.”
 Participants engage in 
small-group discussions and 
learning, videos, role playing 
and class exercises to learn 
how to increase the motiva-

tion, satisfaction and perfor-
mance of members of a po-
lice or sheriff organization.
 Zedalis is a nine-year vet-
eran of the Alexandria Sher-

iff’s Office. He currently 
serves as an instructor at the 
Northern Virginia Criminal 
Justice Training Academy.

- Erich Wagner

20% Discount on first visit!

S O L S T I C E

Massage

311 N. Washington Street
Lower Right

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

301.915.4590

Hours: M-Sat 9am- 8pm

O f f E r I n g

Swedish Deep Tissue Massage

Foot Reflexology 

Aromatherapy (used in all work)

Mark Jinks

PHOTO /aLEXanDRIa SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy Director Bill 
O’Toole and Sergeant Bob Gilmore present Deputy Greg Zedalis 
(center) with a certificate marking his completion of an intensive 
leadership program for law enforcement professionals.
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The Alexandria Times December Photo Contest
Send us your photos of the Alexandria waterfront.

#ALXPhotoTimes or send to promoti ons@alexti mes.com

December’s theme: Photos of the Alexandria Waterfront

PHOTO BY

Interested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001
or visit alexti mes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more informati on!

December photo contest sponsored by:

Felix Rausch

policE BEat
The following incidents occurred between December 10 and December 17.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

0 AggrAvAted 
AssAults 3 burglArIes

40 thefts 9 drug 
CrImes

Source: raidsonline.com

9 AssAults

1 seXuAl 
OffeNse4 vehICle

thefts 7 rObberIes

 YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

Take a tour to see everything YMCA Alexandria
now offers you and your family! 

• Expanded Wellness Floor 
• Renovated Indoor Pool 
• Enhanced member connection area 
• Expanded weekday hours 
• Enhanced child care area 

 ONE WEEK GUEST PASS 

This pass entitles you to 
seven (7) consecutive days 
of access to the YMCA 
Alexandria branch. Must be 
at least 18 years old and a 
local resident. Guests are 
l i m i t e d  t o  o n e  p a s s  
redemption during any one-
year period. 

 

 YMCA ALEXANDRIA 
420 East Monroe Avenue,

Alexandria, VA 22301 

(703) 838-8085
www.ymcadc.org 

Police investigate string of bank robberies

Police make arrest in residential burglaries

 Alexandria police are in-
vestigating a pair of bank rob-
beries that occurred in the city 
last week.
 Around 4:30 p.m. Decem-
ber 10, a male suspect entered 
the Wells Fargo Bank at 330 N. 
Washington St. and handed a 
note to a teller demanding mon-
ey. The teller complied and the 
suspect made off on foot. No 
injuries were reported.
 The suspect, approximately 
6 feet tall, is believed to be be-
tween 20 and 30 years of age. 
The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation believes the suspect is 
linked to two recent bank rob-
beries in Arlington County and 
Washington, D.C. 
 And a man brandishing a 
gun robbed the Burke and Her-
bert Bank on 155 N. Paxton St. 
on December 12.  At approxi-

mately 12:53 p.m., the man 
showed his gun to a teller and 
demanded money. The teller 
handed over an undisclosed 
amount of cash. No injuries 
were reported.
 Described as 5 feet 10 inch-
es tall, the suspect was wearing 
a dark colored knit hat and red 
puffer jacket. 
 Police urge anyone with 
information about the Wells 
Fargo robbery to contact De-
tective Brad Cecchetti at 703-
746-6858. The FBI is offering 
a $5,000 reward for assistance 
leading to the identification of 
the bank robber.
 Investigators are asking any-
one with information pertaining 
to the Burke and Herbert rob-
bery to contact Detective Thom-
as Buckley at 703-746-6837.

- Susan Hale Thomas

 Desmond Maxey has been 
charged with three counts of bur-
glary and larceny of three homes 
in the Seminary Hill area of  
Alexandria since late November. 
 Alexandria Police arrested 

the 20-year-old Marylander on 
December 10. As detectives sift 
through other recent burglaries, 
they advised that further charges 
may be pending as the investiga-
tion proceeds.

 Police ask anyone with infor-
mation related to the burglaries 
contact Detective Christopher 
Perry at 703-746-6191.

- Susan Hale Thomas

PHOTO/aLEXanDRIa POLICE DEPaRTMEnT

Police say this man is respon-
sible for the robbery of a Wells 
Fargo Bank in Old Town last 
week. The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation said the suspect 
also is linked to two other 
recent bank robberies, one 
in Arlington and the other in 
Washington.
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“We have a good work-
ing relationship with the Al-
exandria Police Department. 
They had some concerns, so 
they shared with us what we 
would need to do to make 
sure nobody got hurt and they 
blocked traffic for us. It was 
peaceful protest at its best.”
 Although the pastor gave 
local officers high marks for 
their approach to community-
oriented policing, he said it is 
important to be proactive and 
vigilant on the issue.
 “We have to remind our-
selves that we can’t assume 
any community is safe on 
this,” Wesley said. “We’re 
grateful this hasn’t happened 
in Alexandria, but people 
didn’t think it could happen 
in Ferguson or New York City 
or in Cleveland. It can happen 
anywhere, so in order to pro-
tect Alexandria so it doesn’t 
happen, we have to continue 
building positive relationships 
with police officers.”
 And city leaders are doing 
just that. City Councilor John 
Chapman restated his support 
for outfitting local officers with 

body-worn cameras, in light of 
President Barack Obama’s pro-
posal to provide federal funds 
to help local jurisdictions buy 
the new technology.
 Advocates argue that body 
cameras will improve the be-
havior both of police officers 
and the civilians they encoun-
ter, as well as promote trans-
parency by providing a video 
account of interactions be-
tween officers and residents.
 “[Obama’s proposal] brought 
it more into reality for us and 
in my own personal thinking,” 
Chapman said. “The issue has 
always been funding for us. 
Looking at the local budget, it’s 
very tough right now. It’s very 
tough to do all locally.”
 But Mayor Bill Euille said 
that while he supports body-
worn cameras in principle, he 
wants a broader initiative to 
bolster the city’s community-
oriented policing.
 “I don’t believe they’re 
the end-all cure-all solution,” 
he said. “[I] think all of these 
things need to be looked at 
holistically. From my perspec-
tive, the question is: What are 
our needs in Alexandria?
 “I would like to see a focus 
on what additional support is 
needed for our police depart-

ment, whether it be more man-
power, more training or more 
technology.”
 The leadership of the Al-
exandria Police Department 
also is actively looking into 
body cameras and other ways 
to bolster community polic-

ing. Spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal said the department is 
preparing a paper and pre-
sentation for city council out-
lining potential policies, if 
councilors opt to purchase the 
technology.
 Police Chief Earl Cook said 
in a statement that there needs 
to be a broad public discussion 
of the issue to determine how 
and when police implement a 
body camera program.
 “This technology is going 
to be a part of police work 
going forward,” Cook said. 
“However, it is up to city lead-
ers and our community, as 
well as the police department, 
to determine the capacity.”

 Whether the city pursues 
body cameras or not, Chap-
man stressed that what is im-
portant is continuing the con-
versation on how to maintain 
positive relationships between 
police and residents.
 “I do think that with the 
general, overall community 
policing model, as we dia-
logue more with the commu-
nity and the community dia-
logues more with the police 
department, you get a better 
relationship because of that in-
teraction,” he said. “It doesn’t 
hurt us to have the conversa-
tion. It improves our ability to 
communicate within our own 
communities.”

w w w . s i m p l y p e r f e c t s o f a . c o m

Custom-made and custom-sized furniture line carried 
exclusively at Reunions Neighborhood Specialty Shop.

Perfect Proportions.      Perfect Options.     Perfect Comfort.      Perfect Construction.

Reunions   |   1709 Centre Plaza Alexandria VA 22302   |   703-931-8161

Order online or in 

the store by Jan. 15th 

and receive a $100 

Reunions gift card!

FILE PHOTO
Recent incidents of police confrontations with unarmed black suspects that have dominated the na-
tional news have led city leaders to examine local policies for law enforcement officers. While some 
officials advocate the eventual use of body-worn cameras by police officers, others stress taking a 
holistic approach to bolstering community-oriented policing programs.

policE 
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it can happen anywhere, 
so in order to protect 

alexandria so it doesn’t happen, we 
have to continue building positive 
relationships with police officers.”

- howard-John Wesley
 pastor, alfred Street Baptist church
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dant that, as court-appointed 
counsel, the trio of Joe King, 
Christopher Leibig and Me-
gan Thomas will serve as his 
defense attorneys “until I say 
otherwise.” Roush approved 

the mental health evaluation 
and scheduled a hearing to 
examine the results for Janu-
ary 22.
 Severance also made an ob-
scene gesture toward a Wash-
ington Post photographer who 
was covering the hearing.
 The former mayoral can-

didate stands accused of kill-
ing music teacher Ruthanne 
Lodato earlier this year, tran-
sit policy guru Ron Kirby in 
2013 and “Queen of Del Ray” 
Nancy Dunning in 2003.
 His defense attorneys had 
argued in court filings that the 
Dunning case should be sev-

ered from the other two mur-
der charges, and that the case 
dismissed because they said 
the Loudoun County detec-
tive who filed the original gun 
charge against Severance mis-
represented statements by his 
girlfriend.
 But in documents filed 
earlier this month, Common-
wealth’s Attorney Bryan Por-
ter provided an early glimpse 
at what evidence law enforce-
ment officials have against 
Severance, as well as a theory 
as to his motive.
 Porter cited a bitter custody 
battle between Severance and 
his ex-wife over their child 
in the late 1990s and early 
2000s as the spark for his al-
leged violent tendencies, and, 
according to recent writings, 
Severance remains angry over 
the case to this day.
 In those writings, Severance 
railed against the Alexandria 
court system, which he refers 
to as the “status quo utopian 
elites” and “the enforcement 
class.” And he incorporates 
references to philosophers like 
Rousseau and Hobbes to sup-
port a “political manifesto” of 
“violence, murder and assassi-
nation,” Porter wrote.
 Dunning was the wife of 
then-Sheriff Jim Dunning, 
while Lodato was the sister 
of retired district court judge 
Robert Giammittorio.
 Porter wrote that photos 
of Severance from the early 
2000s look “strikingly simi-
lar” to images of a suspect 
seen in surveillance video 
stalking Dunning at the Po-
tomac Yard Target shortly be-

fore her death.
 Countering the defense’s 
argument that the only thing 
tying all three slayings to-
gether was the commonly 
used .22 caliber ammunition, 
Porter argued that while each 
shooting was committed with 
a different gun, forensics re-
veals that bullets from each 
crime scene came from one 
model of revolvers.
 The prosecution’s two fo-
rensic experts, who reported-
ly have 60 years worth of ex-
perience between them, will 
testify that the only crimes 
they have seen featuring this 
make and model of gun and 
this caliber of ammunition 
are the Dunning, Kirby and 
Lodato cases, Porter wrote.
 Prosecutors also pushed 
back against the claim that 
a Loudoun County detec-
tive misrepresented the state-
ments made by Severance’s 
girlfriend, Laura Robra, in 
interviews with investigators. 
Although Robra did deny buy-
ing the guns for Severance at 
first, they argued that the ar-
rest warrant filing reflected her 
eventual conclusions.
 “While Ms. Robra may not 
have intended to buy the fire-
arms for the defendant, that is 
exactly what she realized she 
had done when looking at the 
transcript [of her interview] 
in hindsight,” they wrote.
 Severance is due back in 
court January 22 for the re-
sults of his mental competen-
cy exam, and arguments on 
the defense team’s motions 
are tentatively scheduled for 
February 19.

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

SEvErancE 
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Breaking news. 
Real time updates.
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Christmas Day Service –
Thursday, Dec. 25, 2014
10:00 a.m. – Worship with Communion 
and Carols in the Historic Church

For those seeking a quieter 

Christmas celebration

NewYear’s Eve Service –
Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2014
10:00 p.m. – First Night Celebration 
in the Historic Church

Prayer service with readings from 
the Bible and Charles Dickens’
“A Christmas Carol”

Come celebrate the season in the church 
where George Washington worshipped.

Share the Joy of Christmas

Christ Church
118 N. Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 
you are welcome here

Christmas Eve Services – Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2014
3:00 p.m. – Worship with Communion and Carols in the Historic Church*
5:30 p.m. – Festive Worship with Communion, Choir, and Carols in the Historic Church
5:30 p.m. – Family Worship with Communion and Carols in the Auditorium*
8:00 p.m. – Festive Worship with Communion, Choir, and Carols in the Historic Church
10:30 p.m. – Festive Worship with Communion, Choir, and Carols in the Historic Church

*Children are welcome at all services. Childcare is available for the 3:00 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. services. Services with an asterisk are especially child-friendly.

Contact us at info@historicchristchurch.org or 703.549.1450 x 125

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Warmly welcomes you to join us in celebrating 

the birth of Christ at one of our many 
Advent and Christmas service offerings.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2014
11:00 a.m.   Advent Lessons and Carols, 
  and Holy Eucharist with 
  Adult Choir and Hand Bells
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2014
12:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist
4:00 p.m.    Holy Eucharist with 
  Angel Choir, Youth Ensemble
5:30 p.m.    Choral Prelude
6:00 p.m.    Holy Eucharist with St. Cecilia   
  and Women's Choirs and Brass
10:30 p.m.  Choral Prelude
11:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharist with Adult Choir  
  and Brass
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2014
10:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist Family Service   
  with Choir
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2014
10:00 a.m.  Christmas Lessons and Carols

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314

              703.549.3312 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com
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By aBigail JurK 

 

 With the holidays quickly 
approaching, who has time to 
figure out what to do for fun at 
this time of year? If you’re in 
need of some ideas, here are a 
few places in the Port City you 
can head to for a good time.

WHAT’S THE DEAL
 
 If you spent all your mon-
ey on holiday gifts this sea-
son but still want to enjoy a 
nice dinner out on the town, 
try Savio’s Italian Restaurant 
at 516 S. Van Dorn St.
 A neighborhood favorite 
for more than 25 years, Sav-
io’s specializes in fresh Italian 
cuisine and ingredients. You 

can’t go wrong with the din-
ner special featured Monday 
through Thursday: a bottle of 
red, white or white zinfandel 
wine and two entrees from a 
select menu for $34.95.
 This menu includes 10 dif-
ferent options: handmade piz-
zas and pastas, fresh fish and 
more. As you dine, enjoy the 
cozy feel of the dining room 
created by the pictures of Ital-
ian landscapes that hang on 
the walls and two fireplaces.
 Although it’s not included 
in the special, splurge for a 
homemade dessert at the end 
of your meal — the chocolate 
mousse is worth it.

WHAT’S NEW AND 
HAPPENING

 Alexandria’s Holiday Mar-
ket, a new outdoor bazaar  
located at 300 John Carlyle 
St., is a perfect place to spend 
time with family or friends 
and get into the holiday spirit. 
Modeled after European-style 
markets, the market promises 
an entertaining experience for 
all ages.
 If you’re there to shop, you 
won’t be disappointed; there are 
loads of great gift ideas available 
from local stores and vendors.
 If you just are in the mood 
to explore, you still will have 
a wonderful time. In addition 
to the crafts, clothes, jewelry 
and other novelties available, 
there also are European-in-
fluenced food and drinks for 
sale, including hot chocolate 

for the kids and wine and 
hard cider for the adults.
 Most evenings also include 
live musical performances, so 
while you’re there, stop and 
take in a show.
 If you’re bringing the kids 
with you, visit the Children’s 
Corner, where kids can paint 
a Christmas ornament or visit 
Santa. The Holiday Market will 
be open from 11 a.m. until 8 
p.m., Fridays through Sundays 
in December, and every day 

the week of Christmas through 
December 24.
 Alexandria’s Holiday Mar-
ket also has partnered with 
Volunteer Alexandria for a toy 
drive and Hunger Free Alex-
andria for a canned food drive 
to help some of the city’s less 
fortunate residents. The holiday 
market will hopefully become 
an annual event. Make sure you 
check it out this year and you 
can say you were there when it 
all began.

Holiday Services

Word on thE StrEEt

To request a place, event or special 
be featured in Word on the Street, 

contact Abigail Jurk at  
ajurk@alextimes.com.
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NEWSEUM.ORG 555 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C.

EXPERIENCE WHAT EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT.

2014 TripAdvisor Top 10 Travelers’ Choice 
           Museums in the U.S.
2014 Washington City Paper Best Museum       
           Off the Mall
2014 Courier Magazine Favorite Museum for Groups
2014 Washington Area Concierge Association 
           Best Visitor Attraction
2014 “People Love Us on Yelp” Award

“I ESPECIALLY ENJOYED THE EXHIBITS ON    
  CIVIL RIGHTS, BERLIN WALL, BOOMERS,  
  FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS AND PULITZER  
  PRIZE PHOTOS.”

“I REALLY LOVED HOW THE MUSEUM BROUGHT 
  OUT FEELINGS AND EMOTIONS, ALONG WITH  
  THE MEMORIES OF ‘WHERE I WAS WHEN.’”

“ABSOLUTELY LOVED IT! TRULY THE NEWSEUM IS 
  ONE OF THE BEST MUSEUMS I HAVE EVER HAD 
  THE CHANCE TO VISIT.”

Former FBI agent, Alexandria resident dead at 79
oBituariES

Billy Joe Garner worked on 
Rosenberg espionage case

By timES Staff

 

 Billy Joe Garner, 79, for-
merly of Alexandria, died 
early Saturday morning, De-
cember 13, 2014 in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. He had ad-
vanced Alzheimer’s disease.
  Garner was born June 10, 
1935 in Haralson County, 
Georgia, to the late Josephine 
and Toy Garner. He gradu-
ated from Buchanan High 
School in 1953, where he let-
tered in baseball, basketball 
and football. He served two 
years in the U.S. Army and 
was stationed in Germany.
 Garner received a schol-
arship offer to play collegiate 
baseball at Georgia Tech Uni-
versity, but instead went to 

work for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations in Washington.
 During his time at the 
FBI, Garner helped research 
several notable cases, in-
cluding the espionage case 
against Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg. He won an in-
centive award for his work 
helping investigate the 
bombing of the Hebrew Be-
nevolent Congregation Tem-
ple in Atlanta in 1958. Gar-
ner also graduated from the 
Woodrow Wilson College of 
Law that year.
 Garner left the bureau for 
the J.C. Penney Company in 
1962. He spent 15 years as 
a credit collections manager 
for Penney’s in Atlanta, New 
York, Chicago and Philadel-
phia. He then moved to Feder-
ated Department stores, where 
he spent 20 years as a senior 

credit executive in Dallas, Co-
lumbus, Ohio and Cincinnati. 
Garner received a prestigious 
incentive award from Federat-
ed in 1985 and retired in 1997.
 In addition to being a de-
voted husband and father, 
Garner was a deacon in the 
Southern Baptist Church for 
more than four decades, where 
he held many leadership posi-
tions, from chairman of the 
deacons to head of the seniors 
ministry. He also loved sports, 
gardening and cooking.
 Garner is survived by 
his loving wife of 58 years, 
Winifred Lindy Garner, his 
daughters Denise Garner 
Dunbar and her husband 
Will, and Dawn Garner Hoi-
em and her husband Greg. 
He has five grandchildren: 
Ben Dunbar, Josh Hoiem, 
Josey Dunbar, Jordan Hoi-

em and Andy Dunbar.
 He also is survived by 
two brothers: Edward Gar-
ner and his wife Marlene, 
and Johnny Garner and his 
wife Barbara; by his sisters-
in-law June Like and Joanne 
Still, and by brother- and 
sister-in-law Fred and Shir-
ley Lindy, as well as many 
nieces and nephews.
 Funeral services will take 
place on Thursday, Decem-
ber 18 at the Harris Funeral 
Home in Petersburg, Ind. 
Burial will be at the Union 
Community Cemetery imme-
diately following the funeral.
 In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that donations be 
made to the Boys and Girls 
Club of Greater Washington, 
Alexandria-Olympic branch, 
401 N. Payne St., Alexandria, 
VA 22314. Billy Joe Garner
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By SuSan halE thomaS

 

 Preliminary designs for 
the Old Dominion Boat 
Club’s new headquarters 
were well received by the 
members of the city board 
of architectural review dur-
ing a work session on the 
project earlier this month. 
 After years of negotiations 
and the threat of eminent do-
main, members of the ODBC 
agreed in July to swap water-
front properties with the city 
and relocate to the city-owned 
Beachcombers property at the 
foot of Prince Street. City of-
ficials acquired the old club-
house to expand public water-
front access and paid the group 
$5 million.
 The proposed designs de-
tail the transformation of the 
Beachcombers property into the 
new ODBC headquarters. 
 In his presentation to the 
board, Michael Winstanley, ar-
chitect for the project, reflected 
on the historic nature of the 
waterfront and the effort to cre-
ate a boat-building aesthetic. 
Winstanley noted that historical 
photographs of the area show its 
primary use was “very utilitar-
ian and never very pictorial.”
 The new boat club will be 
located within the planned wa-
terfront park. The group’s plans 
propose remodeling the exist-

ing Beachcombers structure and 
building a new addition on its 
west side.  The design will be a 
timber frame structure, resem-
bling the overlapping planks of a 
clinker boat. 
 Board member Wayne Neal 
was enthusiastic in his praise of 
the mockups.
 “It’s one of the better things 
we’ve seen in a long time,” 
Neal said. “And it’s just getting 
better and better.”
 But three areas of the pro-
posal that generated the most 
concern to members were me-
chanical penthouses, delineat-
ing the old building from the 
new, and the addition of stairs 
on the outside of the building.
 Members said the building 
was too tall for the property’s 
zoning, and needs to be rede-
signed.
 The board was concerned 
about how the addition and ex-
isting building could be fused 
together visually while main-
taining the historic building’s 
distinct characteristics. Among 
the ideas was a hyphen — an 
architectural link that connects 
two elements — created with 
glazing.
 Stairs on the outside of the 
building were proposed to maxi-
mize interior space and project 
a nautical theme. Winstanley 
showed examples of riverboats 
and steamboats with balconies 

and stairs wrapping around the 
vessels, and gangplanks that 
provide access from land to 
boat. Most board members were 
pleased by the addition.
 It was agreed the base of the 
building be made of natural stone. 
Members felt the stone, when 
combined with the windows and 
horizontal siding, would be of vi-
sual interest to pedestrians.
 On the waterfront side, a 

functional ramp was proposed 
for those coming up from the 
marina to the boat club’s deck. 
At street level, three window 
bays were proposed, each fea-
turing pictorial histories to serve 
as a public outreach component.
 What generated the most 
enthusiasm in the room was 
the mention of a rooftop bar.  
But city preservationist Al Cox 
stressed that it would have to 

be a temporary one, noting that 
city zoning limits permanent 
rooftop structures to necessary 
mechanical equipment.
 As part of the city’s agree-
ment with the boat club, plans 
for the new clubhouse will 
be on a fast track to approval. 
However, members have not 
yet announced when they plan 
to formally submit their appli-
cation to city planners.

ODBC moves closer to new clubhouse
IMagE/CITy OF aLEXanDRIa

Members of the city board of architectural review were generally impressed with rough plans for the new Old Dominion Boat Club building. After years of negotiations and a 
threat of eminent domain, boat club members reached a deal with City Hall to swap their property for the Beachcombers building.
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If you consider yourself a traditionalist when it comes to yuletide fare, 
check out Robert Heinly (above) and Mike Baker Jr. (top) in The Little 
Theatre of Alexandria’s adaptation of “A Christmas Carol.” But if you 
enjoy good-natured ribbing of the classics, you’ll love MetroStage’s 
production of “A Broadway Christmas Carol” (right).

ScEnE around toWn

 The best way I know of to 
get excited about the Christ-
mas season is to get yourself 
(and your family) to the theater 
where you can watch dancers 
soar in Septime Webre’s “The 
Nutcracker” performed by The 
Washington Ballet, sing your 
heart out to the National Sym-
phony Orchestra’s performance 
of Handel’s “Messiah” at the 
Kennedy Center, or be trans-
ported by the Victorian charms 
of “A Christmas Carol.”  
 Whether you’re a modern-
ist or a creature of tradition, 
there’s something for every 
taste and plenty of holiday 
spirit for the kids too.
 At Signature Theatre, it’s 
zany adult fare with a new 
spin on the beloved seasonal 
revue, “Holiday Follies.” Di-
rected by Walter Ware III with 
musical direction by the inimi-
table Howard Breitbart, it’s a 
requests-welcome evening fea-
turing four fabulous performers 
— Gannon O’Brien, Stephen 
Gregory Smith, Delores King 

Williams and Bayla Whitten — 
in a cabaret set list that changes 
with each performance.
 For tickets and information 
visit www.signature-theatre.org 
or call the box office at 703-
820-9771.
 At MetroStage, the Great 
White Way is celebrated in “A 
Broadway Christmas Carol,” a 
spoof of the classic tale featur-
ing the usual suspects — Mar-
ley, Scrooge, Mrs. Fezziwig, 
The Cratchits and Tiny Tim. Set 
to familiar Broadway standards, 
this madcap yuletide special is 
performed by three phenomenal 
singer-actors, Peter Boyer, Mi-
chael Sharp and Tracey Stephens, 
plus alternating pianists Howard 
Breitbart and William Knowles.
 Lyricist Kathy Feininger has 
concocted all the belly laughs 
you can handle in this riotous re-
vue that draws its musical chops 
from all your favorite shows, like 
“Oklahoma,” “Guys and Dolls,” 
“Les Miserables,” “Phantom of 
the Opera,” “The Wiz” and many 
more. More than 30 tunes and a 
whirlwind of wacky costume 
changes pack this hilarious par-
ody directed and choreographed 
by Michael Sharp.

‘Tis the season for local holiday revues
Some winter warmers in 
the local area

By Jordan Wright

 For tickets and information 
visit www.metrostage.org or call 
the box office at 703-548-9044.
 For the traditionalist, The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria 
presents its annual heartwarm-
ing classic, “A Christmas Carol,” 
Charles Dickens’ classic tale of 
transformation and redemption.
 Set against the backdrop of 
Victorian England, the show 
has gorgeous costumes, ghastly 

spirits and charming children.  
Rachael Hubbard adapts and  
directs this picture-perfect Christ-
mas postcard for a family-friend-
ly show that reminds us all of the 
true meaning of the season.
 If it’s a Currier and Ives 
Christmas you hunger for, this 
is the show for you. For tickets 
and information visit www.the-
littletheatre.com or call the box 
office at 703-683-5778.

 “Holiday Follies” runs 
through December 23 at Sig-

nature Theatre, 4200 Campbell 
Ave. in Arlington. “A Broadway 
Christmas Carol” runs through 

December 28 at MetroStage, 
1201 N. Royal St. in Alexandria. 

“A Christmas Carol” runs 
through December 20 at The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
600 Wolfe St. in Alexandria.

PHOTO/COLIn HOvDE 

PHOTO/vEROnICa BRunO

PHOTO/vEROnICa BRunO
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calEndar 
of EvEntS

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

Each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walk-
ers through 36 months) have fun in 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s historic 
ballroom. Playtime features a craft 
table, book corner, toys, as well as 
group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

now to december 21

MOUNT VERNON BY CANDLE-
LIGHT Join “Mrs. Washington” as she 
hosts an evening of candlelight tours, 
fireside caroling and festive treats. 
Timed tickets are $22 for adults and 
$15 for children aged 11 and under. 
Tickets available at the Ford Orienta-
tion Center or online.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m. each weekend
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountver-
non.org

TOY DRIVE Support families in need 
with Volunteer Alexandria in partnership 
with the Alexandria City Department of 
Community and Human Services and 
Hunger Free Alexandria by volunteering 
and donating food and toys.
Time: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily
Location: John Carlyle Square, 300 
John Carlyle St.
Information: alexandriaholidaymar-
ket@gmail.com or www.alexandriaholi-
daymarket.com

now to december 24

ALEXANDRIA HOLIDAY MAR-
KET Vendors from across the region 
come together for a tasteful event that 
gives the feeling of a unique European 
Christmas celebration. Food, beverages 
and merchandise will be available.
Time: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-624-0245 or info@
sandbevents.com

DEL RAY ARTISANS HOLIDAY 
MARKET Del Ray Artisans’ 19th 
Annual Holiday Market features hand-
crafted work from local artists and 
handmade ornaments to benefit Del 
Ray Artisans; plus a Bake Sale to ben-
efit Alexandria Tutoring Consortium.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday; noon to 4 p.m. Sunday
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-838-4827, holiday-
market@thedelrayartisans.org or www.
thedelrayartisans.org

now to december 28
“A BROADWAY CHRISTMAS 
CAROL” Created by Kathy Feininger 
and directed by Michael Sharp, this 
MetroStage holiday tradition is a deli-
cious cross between the classic Dick-
ens tale and uproarious song parodies 
of 33 Broadway show tune favorites 
by Rodgers and Hammerstein, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, Stephen Sondheim and 
many more.
Time: 8 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday; 8 p.m. Friday; 3 and 8 p.m. 
Saturday; 3 and 7 p.m. Sunday
Location: MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-548-9044

now to January 6

CHRISTMAS AT MOUNT VER-
NON Celebrate Christmas at Mount 
Vernon with themed decorations, 12 
Christmas trees and historical choco-
late-making. Tour the rarely open third 
floor of the mansion and learn how the 
Washingtons celebrated Christmas.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens,  
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000,  
info@mountvernon.org or www.mount-
vernon.org

december 20

KWANZAA CELEBRATION Learn 
about the principles of Kwanzaa, a 
seven-day cultural celebration that be-
gins December 26 and ends January 
1, and find out how to incorporate it 
into your holiday season. The program 
will be produced by Jessica Smith,  
Director of Culture Kingdom Kids 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
AT MOUNT VERNON Ring in the 
holiday season with sparkling fireworks 
overlooking the Potomac River at 
George Washington’s Mount Vernon. 
Fireworks start at 8:45 p.m., with other 
attractions including chocolate-making 
demonstrations and musicians per-
forming tunes from the 18th century.
Time: 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountver-
non.org

DOWNTON ABBEY TEA Includes 
a traditional tea and a special private 
tour comparing the people and places 
of Downton Abbey with those of the 
Lee-Fendall House. The tour includes 
the servants’ wing, kitchen area with 
its service bells, and other areas not 
regularly open to the public. 
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or www.
leefendallhouse.org

SONOVA CONCERT: “HOLI-
DAYS IN PARIS” The Symphony 

Orchestra of Northern Virginia performs 
its traditional holiday concert, which 
this year is inspired by Paris. Tickets 
cost $10 online and $15 at the door.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: George Washington Ma-
sonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: www.sonovamusic.org

december 22-24

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA Have 
breakfast with Santa & Mrs. Claus 
before they take off for the big night. 
Ticket price is $10 per child (ages 12 
and under) and $15 per person (ages 
13 and older) and includes a continen-
tal breakfast, a visit with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus and tax. 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. each 
weekday
Location: Union Street Public House, 
121 S. Union St.
Information: 703-548-1785 or  
www.unionstreetpublichouse.com

december 24

WATERSKI SANTA SHOW In its 
29th consecutive year, Santa Claus 
and his merry band waterski into 
Washington, D.C., and can be watched 
from along the Alexandria waterfront.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Waterfront
Information: 571-385-2929

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER A 
three-course dinner menu featuring a 
roving violinist. Reservations encour-
aged, cost is $69 excluding tax, $18 
for children 12 and under.
Time: 5 to 10 p.m.
Location: La Bergerie, 218 N. Lee St.
Information: 703-683-1007 or www.
labergerie.com

december 31

ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY  
FIRST NIGHT FAMILY PROGRAM  

Learn about Alexandria’s salt-glazed 
stoneware potters at this fun, hands-
on First Night Alexandria program. 
Discover the unique styles and 
techniques between H.C. Smith (1825-
1841) and B.C. Milburn (1841-1876), 
and create your own take-home design 
on paper using markers, paint, or both 
at this free, kid-friendly activity.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER 
CRUISE Ring in the New Year on the 
Potomac aboard Nina’s Dandy on a 
four-hour cruise past D.C.’s monu-
ments. Tickets cost $190 and include 
a four-hour cruise, five course meal, 
open bar, tax and tip.
Time: Boarding at 7:30 p.m.
Location: Dandy Restaurant Cruise 
Ships, Zero Prince St.
Information: 703-683-6076 or www.
dandydinnerboat.com

  december 31-January 1

FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA A 
family-friendly celebration of the New 
Year through the performing arts and 
other activities.
Time: Noon Wednesday to 12:15 a.m. 
Thursday
Location: Various throughout Old Town
Information: 703-746-3301 or  
adorman@meetingsandeventsofdis-
tinction.com

January 8-22

CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE 
CLASSES In preparation for the Civil 
War Ball on January 24 learn the waltz, 
polka, Virginia Reel and more from an 
expert dance master.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

January 10

FUN WITH NEEDLEWORK 
WORKSHOP Learn about 18th-
century samplers and begin your very 
own Carlyle House cross-stitch project. 
A materials kit is included in the admis-
sion price. Reservations are required.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997 or www.
carlylehouse.org

January 11

WINTER WARMER LADIES TEA 
Choose from a variety of 18th-century 
desserts while you sip John Gadsby’s 
special blend of tea or take a cup of 
American Heritage Chocolate. Historic 
guest Dolley Madison will catch you up 
on the latest Alexandria news during 
the tea. Admission costs $35.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

FOR TICKETS & INFO VISIT 

THECARLYLECLUB.COM

The Premier

DINING & 
SPECIAL 

EVENT VENUE 

411 John Carlyle St.
Alexandria, VA

703-548-8899

BATTLE OF THE BEST 
A TRIBUTE TO 

TINA TURNER AND 
CHAKA KHAN 

 Friday at 8pm 
Tickets $30 

12/19

PRE NEW YEARS EVE 
WITH BIG BAD JUJU 

 Saturday at 8pm 
Tickets $25 

12/27

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
GALA WITH 

DOC SCANTLIN 

 Wednesday at 8pm 
Tickets $220 per person

 + tax and gratuity

12/31A Christmas Carol     12/05 - 12/20

Ring in the holiday season with a return of the 
classic by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, 
a miserly Victorian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas past, present, and 
future to fi nd the true meaning of the holidays. 
Complete with special effects, Victorian carols, 
and Tiny Tim, A Christmas Carol is a must for 
the entire family.  • Note: A Christmas Carol is 

not part of subscription and membership packages. 

A Christmas Carol     12/05 - 12/20

Ring in the holiday season with a return of the 
classic by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, 
a miserly Victorian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas past, present, and 
future to fi nd the true meaning of the holidays. 
Complete with special effects, Victorian carols, 
and Tiny Tim, A Christmas Carol is a must for 
the entire family.  • 

not part of subscription and membership packages.

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 
WWW.THELITTLETHEATRE.COM
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a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria times

By Chris Teale

let’s Eat

BUY $50 GIFT CERTIFICATES
AND RECEIVE AN EXTRA $10 FREE

Available at our Alexandria Location 
during the Month of December 2014

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated

ovEr thE linE

 A Fairfax County man was 
found dead in a local park on 
the afternoon of November 18 
after being missing for around  
a week.
 Sean Harris, 55, left his 
home on the 4400 block of 
Wyres Street around Novem-
ber 10 or 11 and had not been 
seen since, according to Fairfax 

County police. He was located 
in Huntley Meadows Park in the 
Hybla Valley area of unincorpo-
rated Alexandria.
 Police do not believe his death 
was suspicious or a threat to pub-
lic safety, with the Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner now 
looking into the cause and man-
ner of his death. As of the Times’ 

print deadline, there was no fur-
ther update on their investigation.
 Fairfax County police ask 
anyone with information to con-
tact Detective Cara Griffith at 
703-246-7526, visit www.fairfax-
crimesolvers.org, text any tips to 
“TIP187” followed by the mes-
sage to 274637, or call 1-866-411-
8477 or 703-691-2131.

 An accidental fire at an apart-
ment building in greater Alexandria 
over Thanksgiving weekend caused 
by unattended cooking led to an es-
timated $25,000 in damages.
 The Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department were called to 

the blaze on November 28 at Riv-
erside Apartments at 5850 Cam-
eron Run Terrace. Approximately 
100 occupants were temporarily 
evacuated from the 16-story apart-
ment building.
 The department said firefighters 

encountered heavy smoke from the 
fourth through the 16th floors of the 
property, but the fire had not spread 
from the apartment where it started. 
One occupant was removed by the 
fire crew, and was treated for non-
life threatening injuries.

 A project to improve transpor-
tation needs along the Richmond 
Highway corridor of U.S. Route 
1 took an important step forward 
in October as the Virginia Depart-
ment of Rail and Public Transpor-
tation released the results of their 
study into options for future pub-
lic transit. 
 The study has been a year in 
the making, and its results were 
unveiled at two public hearings to 
outline future development along 
the 15-mile stretch from the Hun-
tington Metro station in the south 
of Alexandria to the Woodbridge 
VRE station.
 Four options remained from 
a long list of alternatives, and 
DRPT recommended a hybrid op-
tion, which would bring bus rapid 
transit in the near future and even-
tually an extension of Metrorail’s 
Yellow Line. The project would 
be undertaken in four separate 
phases, with the extension of BRT 
to Woodbridge projected to be 
complete in 2032 and the Metro-
rail extension in 2040.
 The projected cost of the de-
velopment is nearly $2.5 billion, 
including a total of $306 million 
for the first phase, which features 
transportation improvements not 

including the Metrorail extension 
from Huntington to the Hybla Val-
ley but instead improving streets 
for bicycles, pedestrians and other 
forms of public transit. That first 
phase is expected to take until 
2026, based on the DRPT timeline.
 The second phase is projected 
to cost $224 million and extend 
the transit improvements from the 
Hybla Valley to Fort Belvoir along 
Richmond Highway by 2028, while 
the third phase would complete 
the extension of BRT by 2032 to 
Woodbridge and cost $472 million.
 Speaking at the public meeting, 
Jason Mumford, project manager 
for AECOM, said the proposed so-
lution would be both the most cost 
effective and ensure ridership is as 
high as possible, while having the 
potential to bring further economic 
development to Richmond High-
way, especially in the Beacon Hill 
and Hybla Valley areas.
 Mumford also indicated that 
the first two phases of the project 
could be competitive for a federal 
transportation grant, which could 
cover upwards of half the cost of 
improvements. The other half of 
the tab would be picked up by state 
and local authorities, and officials 
hope the final two phases will be 

more competitive for similar grants 
as the corridor evolves.
 Those findings were endorsed 
later that month by the Route 1 
Multimodal AA Executive Steer-
ing Committee, which is made 
up of elected officials both at the 
state and national levels as well 
as local leaders. That approval 
means environmental impact 
studies on the projects can begin 
in the near future.
 At the second public meeting 
to unveil the study’s findings at the 
South County Government Center 
on Richmond Highway, a local 
resident raised concerns about the 
timetable of the project in its cur-
rent form. In response, Leonard 
Wolfenstein of the Fairfax County 
Department of Transportation said 
the majority of the county’s budget 
is spoken for until 2020, and that 
any additional funds would not 
speed the process up.
 “A lot of times in transportation, 
we promise things with these proj-
ects, and because these things take 
time, we don’t meet them,” he said. 
“We looked at this pretty carefully, 
and we actually consider this pretty 
aggressive to get done under the 
system we operate on. If we were in 
China, we would do it in a year.”

Fairfax County man found dead in Hybla Valley park

Accidental fire causes an estimated $25,000 in damages

Richmond Highway transportation study results revealed
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let’s Eat

 There are only a handful of 
restaurants that welcome din-
ers on Christmas Day and Al-
exandria is fortunate to have 
just such an establishment: 
Yves Bistro in Hoffman Town 
Center, just off Eisenhower 
Avenue. This French estab-
lishment has fabulous food 
all year long and a welcoming  
atmosphere.
 The Yves Bistro breakfast and 
brunch, served until 11 a.m. on 
weekends, are simply fantastic. 
Highlights include the Croque 
Madame — turkey, melted 
cheese, béchamel sauce on toast 
— and the Croque Monsieur — 
ham, melted cheese and bécha-
mel sauce — on toast. The eggs 
benedict or eggs Norwegian are 

both also tasty choices, as is the 
three egg omelet. A cup of coffee 
or a Mimosa rounds out the first 
meal of the day nicely.
 As for lunch and dinner, the 
menu is both varied and moder-
ately priced. The daily special 
features a soup, appetizer, sev-
eral entrees, dessert and wine. 
One of the best deals on the 
menu is the succulent Maine 
lobster, served with coleslaw 
and French fries for $17.95. 
 Heartier entrees available 
for under $21 are: roasted pork 
tenderloin served with apples 
and a Calvados cream sauce; 
sirloin steak with maitre de but-
ter; steak tartre with capers and 
onions; and Moules Nicoise in a 
tomato garlic sauce. All of the 

entrees are served with frites.
 Don’t miss this special deal. 
On Sunday through Tuesday or-
der two entrees and a bottle of 
wine for just $34.
 Yves Bistro is an excellent 
place for getting together with 
family and friends. Its gentle 
pace and reasonable prices mean 
there is something for everyone 
with an affinity for French food.

 
Yves Bistro is open Monday to 

Thursday 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 
Friday 8 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.; Sat-

urday 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. and 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. For 
more information, call 703-329-

1010 or visit www.yvesbistro.com.

An ideal place for lovers of  
French cuisine in Alexandria

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria times

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

Appetizer &  2 Gourmet entrees
& Dessert & Champagne for two
                             Detailed menu at:

$49.95 
per couple

NEW YEAR’S EVE CHAMPAGNE DINNER

Prime Rib 
Special

$19.95
12 oz. cut of  
Angus prime rib

Thursdays in  
Dec. and Jan.

Indigo Landing
703-548-0001

Indigolanding.com

Join Santa 
for Brunch!

SundayS,  
dec. 14 & 21
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
$35 per person,  
12 and under $17.50
Ages 3 and under free

               703-548-0001  
       for reservations
Indigolanding.com

T

To feature your store in  

Let’s Eat 
Contact Alexandria Times  

at 703-739-0001 or  
sales@alextimes.com 
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Holiday Gift Guide

he best gifts do not always 
come wrapped in beautiful 
paper and bows. Some-

times it makes sense to think out-
side the box to provide the most 
memorable present.
 Tchoupitoulas Fine Furnish-
ings and Interior Design has won-
derful decorating accessories as 
well as gorgeous furniture, but 
an interior design package would 
make the ultimate gift for the 
decorating aficionado. The design 
team at Tchoupitoulas embraces the 
shop’s theme of “tradition with a 
twist.” This team, lead by the owner, 
Alex Atkin, prides itself on offering 
design work that is traditional and sophisticated 
“with a bit of whimsy…” according to Atkin.  
 A gift certificate for a night out always makes for 
a great gift. For a new spin on that night out try So-
ciety Fair’s “Drink Yourself Blind” wine tastings.  

ScEnE around toWn

 If you asked five people in 
your life to list the five best com-
ics of the last 25 years, I’ll bet at 
least four would mention Chris 
Rock. I’d say he’s the best.
 But unlike other brilliant 
stand-ups such as Steve Martin, 
Whoopi Goldberg and the late 
Robin Williams, Rock hasn’t 
reached a similar level with his 
movies. Some have made money, 
some have tanked — but Rock 
hasn’t had a “Planes, Trains and 
Automobiles,” a “Ghost,” a “One 
Hour Photo.”
 With “Top Five,” Rock 
writes, directs and stars in a 
seriously funny, semi-autobio-
graphical film that might be the 
most accomplished work he’s 
ever done for the big screen. 
This is a smart, savvy film with 
sabre-sharp one-liners, a half-
dozen terrific supporting turns, 
one of the best scores of the 

year, a winning romance and a 
heartfelt and authentic perfor-
mance from Rock.
 And we haven’t even talked 
about how this film offers up the 
two most tasteless, ridiculous and 
somehow semi-believable takes 
on the assassinations of John F. 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King.
 I pretty much loved this movie.
 Rock is clearly going for a 
Woody Allen vibe with a story 
set almost entirely in New York, 
as we follow stand-up sensation 
turned comedy box-office champ 
turned aspiring serious actor An-
dre Allen during one hectic day as 
he promotes his new movie about 
a Haitian slave rebellion called 
“Uprize!” while his reality-star 
fiancee (Gabrielle Union) plans 
their wedding in Los Angeles, 
with the Bravo cameras capturing 
every moment.
 “I don’t feel funny any more,” 
Andre tells Rosario Dawson’s 
Chelsea Brown, a New York 

Times journalist who shadows 
him throughout the day for a pro-
file. The irony is that “Top Five” 
is perhaps the funniest movie 
of the year, whether Andre and 
Chelsea are verbally fencing, An-
dre is recounting a hilarious and 
bawdy escapade back in the day 
when he was boozing and drug-
ging it up, or Andre is reconnect-
ing with family and friends from 
the neighborhood.
 A pre-accident Tracy Mor-
gan is among the standouts as a 
couch-dwelling layabout. Cedric 
the Entertainer is riotously funny 
as a Houston club promoter. Les-
lie Jones from “Saturday Night 
Live” is pure gold in a small 
role. And Jerry Seinfeld, Whoopi 
Goldberg and Adam Sandler kill 
it playing alternate-universe ver-
sions of themselves.
 In interview after interview, 
Andre tells Charlie Rose and 

Chris Rock delivers a gem 
in ‘Top Five’

By richard roEpEr

SEE top fivE | 17

Experiential Gifts

PHOTO/PaRaMOunT PICTuRES

Chris Rock directs and stars in “Top Five,” a semi-autobiographical film about a stand-up comedian-turned-
actor. Rock and Rosario Dawson shine in this hilarious movie that has a Woody Allen vibe.
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277 S. Washington Street
703.683.3247 • store.societyfair.net

Holiday Dinner To-Go Bag
Beef Tenderloin  •  Chestnut & Sherry Soup

Creamy Mashed Potatoes •  Sautéed Glazed Carrots
Pan-Roasted Brussels Sprouts with Pancetta 

and Butter Potato Rolls. $100, serves two  
and 

Holiday Brunch Bag
Seasonal Quiche, Cinnamon Rolls and more!  $75, serves four

Reserve your bags today at store.societyfair.net!

 Fair!at the

703-518-8464 
- 11:00 - 6:00
- 11:00 - 8:00
- 12:00 - 7:00

Mon to Thur  
Fri. to Sat.      
Sun.  

Hear Ye, Hear Ye!
The Great Holiday Season is upon us, 
Christmas, New Year & Valentines Day

 

BW ART, ANTIQUES AND JEWELRY
to find special gifts for those you love

• Gift Certificates are available •
At: 108 N. Fayette Street
 in the Heart of 
 Old Town, Alexandria

Holiday Gift Guide

Patrons sample ten mystery wines and try 
to guess the origin and grape of each 
wine. No wine tasting experience is 
necessary, and rumor has it that this 
is a blast for oenophiles as well as the 

casual wine drinker.
    The craziness of the holidays can 
often leave one wanting to just relax 
and have a night in. A gift collection 
from Stonewall Kitchen can provide 
all the ingredients to make delec-
table desserts for a sweet night in 
with that special someone.
   Sometimes the experience in 
the gift can be more for the buyer 
than the receiver. Walking into 

BW Antiques transports one into 
a world of 18th and 19th century art 

and antiques, each piece with a unique story and 
history. Give a loved one a one of a kind piece of 
jewelry or an original oil painting to be treasured 
for years to come.
 The holidays are about sharing with those around 
us, so get creative and give the gift of time this season.

White Fig & Brie Crostini
Ingredients

1   French baguette, cut into ¼-inch thick rounds 
8 oz.  wheel of Brie cheese, room temperature 
1 jar  stonewall kitchen White Fig Spread 
 - sage leaves and rosemary for garnish

Directions

1.  Place baguette rounds on a baking sheet.  
 Place under broiler and toast until golden.  
 Turn rounds over and toast.

2. Spread a slice of cheese on French bread toasts.  
 Top with White Fig Spread and garnish  
 with fresh herbs. Serve at room temperature.

stonewall kitchen

national harbor company store | 170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902
stonewallkitchen.com | Like us on Facebook 

Make your list,  
check it twice.  

A design package 
available… 

naughty or nice!

Come See What We  
Have to Offer!

Monday–Friday 10am–6pm
Saturday 10am–5pm

Sunday 12pm–5pm
210 N. Lee Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
703-299-0145

TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Active duty and retired US military always 
receive an additional 10% off every sale.
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Costco is a dear boy who was 
found wandering alone in the 
Costco parking lot.  He loves 
to play and cuddle and will 
fi ll your home with love this 
holiday season.  Come meet 
him on Saturday and Sunday 
from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. 
For more information contact 
King Street Cats.

Costco for Christmas

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Changes afoot in grant funding process

Child sex trafficker 
sentenced to 11 years

Fund for Human Services 
process altered for local 
nonprofits

By SuSan halE thomaS 

 Organizations making fund-
ing requests from the Alexan-
dria Fund for Human Services 
will notice a few changes next 

month when they prepare to 
write their grant proposals.
 Kate Garvey, director of the 
city’s department of community 
and human services, described 
changes to the fund to city 
councilors at a public hearing 
last weekend.
 The Fund for Human Ser-
vices leverages city funding to 
go toward helping local non-

profits and charities. Although 
the program is popular, its fund-
ing has been slashed in recent 
years because of the city’s on-
going budget crunch. 
 Among the most notable 
changes was the consolidation 
of the program’s three funds 
into one consolidated money 
pool. Garvey said the goal was 
to ensure the program was bet-
ter aligned with many of the 
city’s strategic plans. 
 New to the grant process 
will be the appointment of up-
wards of 10 residents by the 
city manager to review grant 
proposals. City Councilor Paul 
Smedberg noted the 10-person 
review board will be key to the 
fund’s success going forward.
 “We have a lot of people 
in this community who have a 
lot of expertise in the nonprofit 
field, and we really need to 
branch out and get these people 
involved,” he said.
 Other changes will include 
the fund shifting toward a three-
year cycle. While award recipi-
ents only will have to apply for 
funding every three years, they 
still must demonstrate compli-

ance with city guidelines each 
year or risk losing their grants.
 The timetable for grant pro-
posal process also shifted. Issu-
ance of requests will go out in 
January with submissions due 
March 1. The review process 
will be extended to 60 days to 
allow for greater time to review 
proposals. Award decisions will 
be announced at the end of May.
 J. Glenn Hopkins, president 
and CEO of Hopkins House, 
a nonprofit community-based 
learning center, sees the chang-
es as a big step forward. He is 
particularly excited about the 
new three-year grant cycle.
 “It will create stable pro-
gramming, allowing organiza-
tions to think through how to 
develop their programs to ma-
turity,” he said. “It’s the kind 
of effect the city wants and the 
children and youth of Alexan-
dria deserve.”
 Vice Mayor Allison Silber-
berg said programs like the fund 
for human services are vital for 
supporting the nonprofit indus-
try, which often steps in to help 
people when government tight-
ens its belt.

 “We are still coming out of 
the worst recession since the 
Great Depression,” she said. 
“[Locally], we have thousands 
of people who are struggling 
… The nonprofit sector fills that 
gap and helps people get back 
on their feet and achieve their 
potential.”
 City council voted unani-
mously to adopt the recom-
mended changes.
 The program awarded more 
than $2 million in grants this 
year to organizations working to 
protect Alexandria’s most vul-
nerable citizens — children, im-
migrants, the elderly and the dis-
abled. Some of the larger grant 
recipients in 2014 were Child 
and Family Network Centers, 
Northern Virginia Family Ser-
vice and Carpenter’s Shelter.
 Next year’s grants will be 
awarded to organizations ensur-
ing the city youth are college- 
and career-ready, socially con-
nected, emotionally secure and 
culturally competent, and Al-
exandria’s families and seniors 
have access to health resources 
and help to prevent and solve 
crises, officials said.

By SuSan halE thomaS 

 An Alexandria man was 
sentenced to 11 years in federal 
prison last week, after he plead-
ed guilty to child sex trafficking.
 “You might as well get paid 
for something most girls do for 
free,” Tayron Tyree Weeks told 
his 14-year-old victim, accord-
ing to court documents. After 
meeting her at the Braddock 
Road Metro station, Weeks 
and the girl engaged in sexual 
acts at his friend’s Alexandria 
apartment. Weeks told the girl 
she should consider selling her 
body for profit.
 “Money is money,” he said. 

 The victim later notified po-
lice, prompting an undercover 
operation to bust Weeks. The 
victim assisted police by allow-
ing them access to her Facebook 
account. Posing as the teenage 
girl, a Fairfax County police de-
tective told Weeks she knew of 
a fictitious girl she called “Ali-
sha” who was interested in be-
ing prostituted. 
 Weeks informed “Alisha” 
about his prostitution scheme 
and how things would work. 
Both the victim and Weeks had 
discussed that what he was plan-
ning was illegal.
 But the unlawfulness of 
his plan did not deter Weeks. 

In a phone conversation with 
the undercover detective, 
Weeks told “Alisha” that if 
she and the victim performed 
sex acts for customers at the 
same time, customers would 
pay more for their services.
 Weeks also told a friend of 
his plan to prostitute girls. The 
friend told him that what Weeks 
was describing was sex traffick-
ing. He said it was illegal and 
immoral. Defiant, Weeks told 
his friend he believed he would 
not be caught.
 Weeks was sentenced by 
U.S. District Judge T.S. Ellis, 
III to 11 years for sex trafficking 
and 10 years of supervised re-

lease. Investigators for the case 
included the FBI’s Washington 
field office, the Fairfax County 
Police Department, and the Al-

exandria Police Department. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael 
J. Frank served as the prosecutor 
on behalf of the United States.

PHOTO/SuSan HaLE THOMaS

Tayron Tyree Weeks, of Alexandria, was sentenced to 11 years in prison 
last week after pleading guilty to child sex trafficking in federal court.
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various radio hosts and dozens 
of junket journalists he’s done 
with the beloved and wildly 
successful “Hammy the Bear” 
franchise — in which Andre 
plays a cop in a full bear suit 
— and he wants to do movies 
that make a difference.
 But from the movie-with-
in-a-movie glimpse we get 
of “Uprize!,” it looks like a 
surefire Razzie contender, de-
spite Andre’s tireless efforts to 
promote it. (He’s up against a 
Tyler Perry movie on open-
ing weekend — and the jokes 
about Perry’s films and char-
acters are among the many 
inside-showbiz gems sprin-
kled throughout the film.) As 
Andre’s manager (Kevin Hart) 
tells him, the reality-show 
wedding is the best thing he’s 
got going for him.
 Thanks to Rock’s sure-
handed direction, his rich 
screenplay and spot-on edit-
ing, “Top Five” zips along at 
a brisk pace, rarely stumbling 
as the material goes from 
hard-R slapstick to bleak cor-
ners, as Andre and Chelsea 
reveal some of their darkest 
moments with each other.
 Even Gabrielle Union’s 
Erica, the reality star who acts 

like a movie star even though 
her only talent is flaunting her 
superficiality before the cam-
eras (hmmmmm), who could 
easily have become a carica-
ture, has a moment where she 
actually IS real and we see 
the sadness of her life.
 Rock takes a couple of 
shortcuts in the name of sto-
rytelling. As someone who has 
promoted dozens of projects, 
he knows you don’t do junkets 
on the day a movie opens; you 
do it well in advance, so the 
entertainment reporters have 
time to file their stories.
 I also didn’t buy one particu-
lar story thread involving Chel-

sea. (No fault of Dawson. As 
usual, she’s a natural onscreen. 
It’s fine work and she has a siz-
zling rapport with Rock.)
 Mostly though, “Top Five” 
rocks. (The title comes from 
various characters listing their 
Top Five hip-hop artists, which 
of course reveals more about 
the list-maker than the “list-
ees.”) This is one of the most 
genially vulgar movies I’ve 
ever seen. Even when the dia-
logue and the visual humor are 
hardcore, even when Andre 
hits rock bottom, there’s a real 
sense of joy about this film. It’s 
one of the best times I had at 
the movies this year.

PRODUCED
BY JAMES LASSITER  WILL GLUCK  JADA PINKETT SMITH & WILL SMITH  CALEEB PINKETT  SHAWN “JAY Z” CARTER  LAURENCE “JAY” BROWN  TYRAN “TY TY” SMITH DIRECTED

BY WILL GLUCK
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Contact Alexandria Times  
to advertise 

at 703-739-0001 or  
sales@alextimes.com. 
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“Top Five” features a number of stellar performances from minor 
roles, like Kevin Hart (top), who plays a Hollywood manager, and 
Tracy Morgan, whose character is a bit of a couch potato.
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SportS

Depending on how the template interprets the layout, adjustments may be necessary for your ad
size.  These adjustments may involve lining up the green bar  and adjusting the placement of the
logo or text.

To change the text, double click on it and an inspector box will open.  Type in your text, or cut and
paste from another document. Close the box after saving your changes.

The background may be changed by double clicking on the picture. When the inspector box opens
up, select your image by clicking on it. Click "Apply" at the bottom and then click "OK" to close
the inspector.

The blue line around the ad is the bleed line.  The default bleed is set to .125". If your ad has a
different bleed, or no bleed, change or remove the bleed as follows:

1) Double click the red "Document Settings" link at the top of the page.

2) When the inspector box opens set the bleed and trim to 0.  If the ad has a different bleed amount,
type it into the bleed box.

3) Click "Ok" and close the window.

These ads are on an approval loop so we can check layouts.  Please allow 24 hours after finishing
your ad for proof and approval. Ads submitted on Friday will be proofed and returned by end of
day the following Monday.

Call Today: 7036830777
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106,
Alexandria, VA, 22314

New clients only. May not be combined with any other offers or discounts.

Complimentary Fitness
Consultation PLUS $225
off 36 or more sessions

Limited Time Offer

WE KNOW YOU'RE BETTER THAN A GENERIC
FITNESS ROUTINE

    If you put in the work,
    you should get the results.

Something to cheer about
Photos by Chris Teale

 T.C. Williams High School was transformed Saturday as teams 
from nine youth clubs and recreation centers in the region descend-
ed for the annual Alexandria Holiday Cheerleading Invitational.

 Teams competed in three age divisions: Pee Wee (8 years 
old and under), Youth (12 and under) and Junior (16 and under), 
with the school’s gym filled with supporters who enjoyed their 
spectacular routines.

1. Braddock Road Youth Club finished first in the Junior Level 1 age group.
2. The only team from Maryland at the tournament were the Oxon Hill Roadrunners, who competed in the 

Junior age group and came second. 
3. The Fairfax Police Youth Club Fireworks execute a difficult lift on their way to first place in the Junior Level 

2 competition.
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alExandria’S  
nonprofitS

Making a difference every day.

abusive situations. For 35 years, Bethany House has partnered
with communities throughout Northern Virginia and the  
DC metropolitan area to eliminate domestic violence 
one family at a time. 

WAYS YOU CAN DONATE
ONLINE  
Visit www.bhnv.org and look 
for the “Donate Now” button 
to make your donation today.  

MAIL
 

You can make your  
check out to: 

Bethany House  
of Northern Virginia

Attn: Development Office 
Bethany House of Northern 
Virginia
6121 Lincolnia Road
Suite #303
Alexandria, VA 22312

 
of domestic violence.

C
ele

bra
ting

35
YEARS

Bethany House of Northern Virginia provides emergency 
shelter and supportive services to women and children �eeing 

Donate today and help survivors 

you can make a difference with your 
tax deductible donation to charity. 
please donate to these worthy causes.

 

Happy Holidays and  
THANK YOU to all of our 2014  

Donors, Sponsors, and Volunteers.
We look forward to a great 2015 together!

 

New to Alexandria?  
Want to get involved in 2015?

Make a Difference – Volunteer and Donate
Please visit: www.VolunteerAlexandria.org

or Contact us at 703-836-2176 
Your Community Resource for Volunteerism

4. The Dulles South Thunder executes a lift during 
their routine in the Youth age group. Teams 
were graded on a number of aspects of their 
performances, including tumbling, lifts, creativ-
ity and difficulty.

5. Reston Youth Cheer prepares to start their 
routine in the Youth age group. Reston would 
take home the spirit award for their dedication 
and enthusiasm.

6. The Pee Wee team from William Ramsay Rec-
reation Center in Alexandria impressed early 
with their routine. The rec center’s teams took 
home first place in both the Pee Wee and Youth 
age groups.



20 | DECEMBER 18, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Indoor Storage – del ray

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ All I Want for Christmas ~
Four years young, Jazzie is hoping for a home 

for the holidays. Cheerful & energetic, she loves to 
run & fetch and hopes her new human does too.

Affectionate and cuddly, Jazzie enjoys a nap after a 
long walk. To celebrate the season, her adoption fee 

has been waived.

FOR FURTHER INFO ABOUT 
SHELTER SNOWFLAKES, PLEASE VISIT 

WWW.ALEXANDRIAANIMALS.ORG
OR PHONE 703-746-4774.

THANK YOU

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
fi nding homes for pets and humans, alike.

By Kathryn WatSon
 

 
 With technology outpacing 
privacy laws, Virginia lawmak-
ers are trying to plan for the un-
expected.
 Democratic state Sen. Chap 
Petersen and Republican Dele-
gate Richard Anderson are look-
ing to prohibit state agencies 
and law enforcement from using 
any technology think automatic 
license plate readers, call data-
bases and drones — to passively 
collect and then keep personal 
information without a warrant.
 Anderson said he may even 
try to push a constitutional 
amendment, which is harder to 
approve than a law but also vir-
tually impossible to alter.
 Months of meetings attended 
by the two co-chairs of the Ben 
Franklin Privacy Caucus have 
led them to the same conclusion 
— people don’t want their gov-
ernment spying on them.
 “I am still in a place where 
I think that we essentially have 
a choice,” Anderson said. “We 
can trade away a little bit of 
liberty, in exchange for some 
greater degree of security. And 
I would actually rather err on 
the side of liberty.”
 Some lawmakers were un-
settled to learn last year police 
departments are still randomly 
collecting license plate informa-
tion and storing it for months, 
despite an attorney general opin-
ion calling the practice illegal. 
Thus, the Ben Franklin Privacy 
Caucus was born.
 Anderson and Petersen are 
still nailing down the specif-
ics, keeping the language broad 
enough to include any kind of 
technology that is, as of yet, un-
created. Police agencies, which 
Anderson realizes may not be 
comfortable with this kind of re-
striction, still have time to pres-
ent their cases. Law enforce-
ment has been vocal about how 
useful stored information, such 
as license plate data, can be.
 The U.S. Constitution, An-

derson said, provides something 
in broad terms that Virginia’s 
state constitution doesn’t — 
prohibitions against unreason-
able search and seizure through 
the Fourth Amendment.
 “We in Virginia don’t have a 
provision like that in our consti-
tution,” Anderson said. “So I am 
working right now with attor-
neys on some sensible and clear 
language to insert in the state 
constitution, and I would like to 
do it this year, if in fact I decide 
to move forward with it.”
 A constitutional amendment, 
or even a law, would codify a 
2013 official opinion from for-
mer Attorney General Ken Cuc-
cinelli (R). Cuccinelli, in an opin-
ion that gained rare agreement 
from the far left and far right 
alike, said police authorities have 
no right to randomly collect and 
keep people’s license plate infor-
mation without a warrant.
 Petersen and Anderson filed 
the privacy bills to amend the 
law this year, but they were 
continued until 2015 to gather 
public input. Petersen’s bill was 
automatically re-filed for 2015, 
but Anderson will need to re-
submit his.
 The text from their twin 
2014 bills reads, “Unless a crim-
inal or administrative warrant 
has been issued, law enforce-
ment and regulatory agencies 

shall not use any technology to 
collect or maintain personal in-
formation in a passive manner 
where such data is of unknown 
relevance and is not intended for 
prompt evaluation and potential 
use respecting suspected crimi-
nal activity or terrorism by any 
individual or organization.”
 For something to be en-
shrined in the state constitution, 
it must pass both chambers of 
the General Assembly two con-
secutive years, with an election 
in between those two legislative 
sessions. Then it goes to the 
ballot for the people to decide. 
It’s a lengthy, grueling process, 
providing that only measures 
with strong support from law-
makers and the public pass. 
With statehouse elections com-
ing up in 2015, Anderson said 
this is the time to try.
 “Now is the year,” Ander-
son said.
 “That way, we will at least 
provide broad constitutional 
guidelines on the employment 
of technology in collecting what 
many people feel are private 
data that should not be disclosed 
to government,” he added.

Kathryn Watson is an investi-
gative reporter for Watchdog.

org’s Virginia Bureau, and 
can be found on Twitter  

@kathrynw5.

State lawmaker considers privacy 
protections in constitution

FILE PHOTO
During January’s Virginia General Assembly legislative session, 
members of the Ben Franklin Privacy Caucus hope to pass mea-
sures curbing warrantless surveillance, from automated license 
plate readers to other technologies that are not yet widely used.
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Stop by the store to see our new arrivals from Europe

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIAL

House secrets
By mary g. pEpitonE 

 Some homes hold secrets and 
conceal more space than meets 
the eye. A door hidden in plain 
view that leads to a secret room 
isn’t just the stuff of movie sets 
and spy novels, says Steve Hum-
ble, president and founder of the 
decade-old Creative Home En-
gineering firm, based in Gilbert, 
Arizona.
 “I am a mechanical engineer 

by trade, and when I started this 
business, a majority of the open-
ings to secret rooms we designed 
were fun by nature, leading to 
the kids’ playroom or a home 
theater,” Humble says of his 
business that has become an in-
dustry leader in the construction 
of secret rooms. “But, today, 
a majority of the secret rooms 
we design address home secu-

PHOTO/CREaTIvE HOME EngInEERIng  
This home, located in the American Southwest, was remodeled to conceal a vault behind a built-in book-
case. The door to the right of the unit leads to the garage.

homE of thE WEEK

 This two-story Victorian 
farmhouse built circa 1900 is 
located on a block that is part 
of the Uptown/Parker-Gray 
National Register of Historic 
Districts, and is unique to this 
district as it is a freestanding 
farmhouse rather than an ur-
ban townhouse. The home 
sits on four consolidated lots, 
and gives you a large 5,440- 
square-foot lot that is fully 
landscaped with flagstone 
walkways and a patio. 
 Taken down to the bare 

bones, this home has been 
fully restored with a large 
addition. It is now fully in-
sulated, with new windows, 
electrics, plumbing, roofs and 
new high efficiency systems, 
with these just the beginning 
of all the updates this house 
has to offer. 
 A light-filled, open yet 
formal floor plan with 10-foot 
ceilings is absolutely perfect 
for entertaining. There are 
3,000 square feet of living 
space in the living, dining 

and family rooms with fire-
place, which open onto a large 
gourmet kitchen with a large 
breakfast room. 
 The upper level boasts 
nine-foot ceilings, four large 
bedrooms and three bath-
rooms with a master suite, 
princess suite and laundry 
room. The oversized garage, 
attic and cellar also offer tons 
of storage. Enjoy this unique 
and lovely home on a private 
little street that is Old Town’s 
best kept secret.

One of Old Town’s best kept secrets

At a Glance:
Price: $1,349,900

Features:  4br/3.5ba, 
  lot size 5,400+ sqft, 
  living area 3,000+ sqft
Parking: Garage and  3-car driveway

Location: 433 N. Peyton St., 
  Alexandria, VA 22314  

Contact:  Martine Irmer,  Alexander Irmer 
  Long & Foster,  
  703-346-7283 or  
  martine@lnf.com,  
  703-403-2465 or ai@lnf.com

SEE SEcrEtS | 25
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To the editor:
 I hope you all saw the 
WETA documentary, “Discov-
ering Alexandria”, which was 
shown three times earlier this 
month. If you missed it, you 
can catch it again on Tuesday, 
December 30 at 8 p.m. 
 The 90-minute documen-
tary traced Alexandria’s his-
tory from before its founding 
through the 19th century. In 
doing so, it tapped numerous 
historical experts and city of-
ficials, including Mayor Bill 
Euille as well as Al Cox and 
Pam Cressey, and residents 
commending the city’s char-
acter and livability.

 A second WETA produc-
tion, slated for next year, will 
pick up the story of Alexandria 
from the early part of the 20th 
century and go to the present 
day. Quite likely, that docu-
mentary will focus on how 
Alexandria’s unique historical 
character has evolved and yet 
been lovingly preserved by the 
city and its citizens, with one 
tragic exception — the blight 
along and near King Street 
caused by the misguided ur-
ban renewal philosophy of the 
1960s and 1970s.
 But what will a future 
documentary say and show, 
30 or 50 years from now, 

about the Alexandria water-
front as it evolves from today 
forward? Will it be an area of 
the city that the Alexandrians 
of 2044 or 2064 — our chil-
dren and grandchildren — 
will speak fondly and proudly 
of, or will the waterfront be 
a monument to misguided 
planning, yet another failure 
by the city to preserve and 
enhance its unique historic 
character while maintaining 
the wonderful livability of the 
Old and Historic District?
 I fear the latter, if the pres-
ent development plans for the 

our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

 The issue of race relations in America is so complex and emo-
tionally charged that it is easy to get lost in the weeds. It is a caul-
dron roiling with a multitude of elements, some easy to identify 
and others difficult to spot. Horrible past injustices that stem from 
slavery and segregation cause many blacks and whites to view 
present events through very different prisms.
 There are many traps lurking in the minefield of race relations. It 
is easy and wrong to see whites and blacks as monolithic groups in 
which everyone views race relations the same. It is easy to fall into 
the trap of looking only at skin color and not at issues of education, 
class and location. When we “know” our view is the right one, it is 
easy to impugn the motives of those who have a different perspective.
 Given America’s past and the complexity of the issue, it is not 
surprising that tensions still exist. People everywhere are looking 
at their communities and asking, “Could what happened in Fergu-
son, both the killing and the aftermath of protests and confronta-
tions with police, happen here?”
 The answer, of course, is yes. 
 Yes, a police officer of one race could kill an unarmed civilian of 
another race under questionable circumstances in any community in 
America. Violence could then be the response.
 But it certainly is less likely to happen in Alexandria, for many 
reasons. Our city has a strong history of peaceful protests, like the 
one led by local hero Samuel W. Tucker in 1939 when he led a 
non-violent sit-in at the Alexandria public library. Desegregation 
happened peacefully here. 
 Our police force has a history of restraint, not overreaction. Our 
city leaders were wise not to secure military equipment, like ar-
mored vehicles, doled out by the federal government and used by 
local police in Ferguson that helped inflame the situation there.
 And Alexandria, which is 65.9 percent white and 22 percent 
black according to the city website, has elected and re-elected a 
black mayor, Bill Euille. Our city manager and police chief also 
are black. Alexandria is a meritocracy, where people are elected or 
promoted based on their ability and not their skin color.
 We are not perfect, and racial tensions exist even here. Many in the 
black community questioned last year’s shooting death of Taft Sellers: 
though he was armed, he wound up being shot many times and his 
body lay in the hot sun for hours after the shootout with police.
 But in general, blacks and whites here work hard to get along. 
When we complain or protest, it is done peacefully.
 A shining example of this happened two weeks ago, on Decem-
ber 3, when Alfred Street Baptist Church Pastor Howard-John Wes-
ley led his congregation from a church gathering on a march to the 
courthouse — with the blessing and assistance of Alexandria’s po-
lice department — to protest the decision not to indict a New York 
City police officer in the death of an unarmed black suspect.
 While relations between Alexandria’s police force and the com-
munity are good, they can always be better. To that end, more in-
teraction between the police and community — aimed at furthering 
understanding — would help. Body-worn cameras for police offi-
cers would also help prevent situations where officers and witnesses 
provide conflicting accounts, and the truth proves elusive.
 We think Alexandria has long been on the right track when it 
comes to race relations. But, as in all relationships, a city’s police 
force and its residents must continue to work to be successful. Un-
derstanding and empathy flow from talking and interacting. We 
need to do what we have been doing, only more so.

All communities must work  
to improve race relations

Regarding the future of the 
Alexandria waterfront

SEE WatErfront | 23
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Alexandria waterfront, and 
specifically the two Rob-
inson Terminal properties 
as well as the site of the 
planned Carr hotel, pro-
ceed as approved.
 The city will reach a 
critical juncture in 2015, 
for that is when develop-
ment plans for the terminal 
sites are likely to be final-
ized and presented to City 
Council for its approval. 
In particular, that is when 
council will approve the de-
sign and street grid of these 
two developments that will 
be locked into steel, con-

crete and glass, building 
materials that will be there 
decades from now, a monu-
ment to either far-sighted-
ness or political folly.
 The same holds true 
for the atrocious design 
of the planned Carr ho-
tel — hopefully that proj-
ect still will not be built, 
which would give the city 
a second chance at getting 
a much more fitting devel-
opment of that property. 
If, sadly, the hotel is built, 
we hope the construction 
impacts will not irrepara-
bly damage nearby homes 
as well as the streets that 
construction vehicles will 
travel over. That is why the 

city must insist, even at this 
late date, that demolition 
debris and excavated dirt 
from that site be removed 
by barge and not by heav-
ily ladened trucks rumbling 
over aging streets.
 How do you want Alex-
andria, and specifically its 
waterfront, to be portrayed 
in a 2064 documentary? As 
a badly dated collection of 
glass buildings that detract 
from Alexandria’s historic 
character, or as a further en-
hancement of Alexandria’s 
wonderful character?

- Bert Ely
Co-chair, Friends of the  

Alexandria Waterfront

WatErfront 
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To the editor:
 Normally, the legal 
process affords a govern-
ing body with a systematic 
bias plausible cover.  Only 
occasionally does a matter 
arise where the governing 
body must choose between 
maintaining its systematic 
bias or its cover.  With the 
Harris Teeter Develop-
ment Special Use Permit/
Special Use Permit modi-
fication allowing 24-hour 
operation, Alexandria City 
Council chose to stand by 
whatever-favored-busi-
nesses-want über alles 
over any semblance of 
even-handedness. 
 Now, citizens are on no-
tice that the current council 
considers DSUP/SUP pub-
lic hearings as being merely 
for show; all the major deci-
sions regarding these devel-
opments are fait accompli 
before the hearings com-
mence.  So as to remove all 
doubt, city council mem-
bers exhorted residents to 
shop at Harris Teeter.  What 
more blatant example could 
citizens have of a prosti-
tuted public process than 

city hall subordinating its 
own due process to a busi-
ness’ operational model (all 
Harris Teeters have 24-hour 
operation).
 City Councilor Del Pep-
per, who held the swing 
vote, could have insisted 
Harris Teeter provide some 
slightly more than token 
amenity in exchange for  
the concession.  Her failure 
to do so is emblematic of  
why, with all this recent de-
velopment, city hall finds  
itself fiscally strapped.  
They simply will not nego-
tiate hard with developers to 
win amenities, and instead 
will make broad, unilateral  
concessions.
 Thanks to some cru-
sading journalism, the 
previous city council, 
elected in the final May 
election in 2009, refused 
to allow an academy to 
open until getting right 
with the city’s DSUP/
SUP process. However, 
the current city council — 
elected in the first Novem-
ber election — allowed 
Harris Teeter’s 24-hour 
operation, in violation of 

its application condition, 
as soon as it applied for 
its DSUP/SUP modifica-
tion.  If Harris Teeter can 
transgress its DSUP/SUP 
condition upon applica-
tion, why did Alexandria 
Academy have to wait to 
open in its desired venue 
until city council came 
back into session and ap-
proved its DSUP/SUP? 
 Citizens should com-
mend Stewart Dunn as the 
sole Planning Commis-
sion member to oppose the 
Harris Teeter DSUP/SUP 
because, once city hall al-
lowed 24-hour operation 
before the Planning Com-
mission could even hear 
the matter, the commission 
was effectively strong-
armed into supporting it or 
else it risked not being re-
appointed.  How can city 
council say “no” to the next 
applicant with a “bait-and-
switch” DSUP/SUP change 
as soon as it opens its doors 
now that it has established 
this precedent? 

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

City council sets dangerous 
precedent in Harris Teeter dealSenior Corner

with Patsieann T. Misiti

 “Safety never takes a holi-
day.” The author of this quote 
is unknown, but the message al-
ways is in season. Preparing for 
the holidays brings new activities 
into our daily routines. 
 We may feel nostalgic and in-
spired to spend time decorating 
our home with twinkling lights 
and greenery. Writing holiday 
cards may require an extra driv-
ing trip to buy stamps 
before the post office 
closes or to the grocery 
store for last-minute 
items needed to prepare 
a special recipe. 
 Everyone is busy 
and hurrying about, 
and the holiday season 
brings with it a new set 
of safety risks — especially for  
older adults. 
 The American Red Cross of-
fers these fire safety tips for holi-
day decorating: 
• Christmas trees should be fresh, 

and the needles should not fall 
off easily. They also need to be 
watered frequently. Artificial 
trees should be flame retardant. 
Keep all trees at least three feet 
away from heat sources and out 
of the way of emergency exits.

• Christmas lights should have a 
safety label from UL or another 
reputable laboratory. Replace 
burned bulbs and discard lights 
sets with worn or frayed cords.

• Candles should not be left un-
attended or placed too close 
to any decorations or textiles. 
Keep pets and children away 
from lit candles.

• Minimize the risk for falls by 
keeping walkways clear of hol-
iday decorations.

• Never leave portable heaters or 
lit fireplaces unattended. 

• Always have working smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarms.

• Check food often while cook-
ing and remain in the home. 
Use a timer.

 The holiday season also 
brings winter weather, and the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention has the following 
recommendations: 
• Have a communication plan in 

place, including a cell phone and 
charger, a battery-powered radio 
and a few friends and family 
members as emergency contacts.

• If a winter storm is approach-
ing, be sure to have at least one 
week’s worth of non-perishable 
food items and water, warm 

blankets, a portable 
space heater or a fire-
place stocked with dry 
firewood, flashlights 
and batteries, prescrip-
tion medications, a first 
aid kit and salt for melt-
ing ice on walkways or 
cat litter for traction.
• If you must drive 

don’t forget your windshield 
scraper, cell phone and charger, 
shovel, flashlight, emergency 
flares, water and extra warm 
clothes and blankets. 

 By following these tips and  
increasing your preparedness 
knowledge you should be on your 
way to enjoying a safe holiday 
season.  For additional informa-
tion about winter safety, please 
consider these resources from the 
City of Alexandria:
• Check Smoke and Carbon 

Monoxide Alarms; Alexandria 
Fire Department Community 
Services, 703-746-5269.

• Get Help for Shoveling Snow: 
“Snow Buddies” is a city and 
Volunteer Alexandria program 
that coordinates volunteers to 
provide snow removal assistance 
to residents who are deemed eli-
gible for assistance. For more 
information, call 703-838-4800.

• For winter preparedness informa-
tion, call the Alexandria Office  
of Emergency Management at 
703-746-5200, press 2, then 4.

Patsieann T. Misiti is owner of 
Seniors Living Well, LLC and is a 

safety and preparedness educa-
tor and senior move manager. 

She can be reached at www.
seniorslivingwell.net.

Safety Never Takes a Holiday

Patsieann T. Misiti 
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mike writes:

I think body cameras might be 
a positive thing for police and 
citizens. I am sure police will 
act more professional while also 
building stronger cases against the 
people they deal with. However, 
there will be serious privacy is-
sues for officers and citizens.
 Imagine being filmed and re-
corded all day for your job. Also, 
privacy issues for citizens as well 
(i.e. legal strip searches, nude 
victims, etc). More importantly, 
will taxpayers be willing to have 
their paychecks minimized in 
order to purchase and maintain 
body cams for police? In a time 
where police are underpaid, espe-
cially and specifically in Alexan-
dria, will qualified people refrain 
from accepting jobs as an officer 
or will officers leave a depart-
ment that underpays them while 
also putting their every second 
under the microscope and docu-
menting that?
 Ferguson is not Alexandria. 
Our police are very professional 
in a very diverse community. We 
never see the brutality claims nor 
mistrust with the police in Alexan-
dria. Our city and police depart-
ment is diverse and mostly black 
run. I think we can continue our 
support and trust in our officers 
without cameras. It’s not worth the 
cost and privacy issues.

In response to  
“Body cameras prevent 
mistreatment,”  
December 11:
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nother detailed view of what may 
be the first aerial photograph taken 
of Alexandria’s downtown, cap-

tured in 1919, is this close-up of the block 
surrounded by King, Pitt, Cameron and 
Royal streets.  To the upper left, the dormer-
ed building at the corner is the old Gadsby’s 
Tavern, by then renamed the City Hotel, but 
no longer operated as a hostelry. 
 Located opposite the massive clock tower 
of City Hall that was originally designed by 
Benjamin Latrobe, the venerable tavern that 
once hosted multiple American presidents and 
the grandest public events in early Alexandria 
was in a serious state of decline and disrepair. 
The impressive first-floor rooms were reduced 
to serving as a second-hand clothing and rag 
shop, with the marginal wares often spilling 
out onto jumbled racks along the sidewalk.
 Two years earlier, the building’s owners had 
already begun to denigrate the building, as they 
sold off historic woodwork such as the front 
entryway and unusual second-floor ballroom 
features, including the musician’s gallery, two 
mantelpieces, the cornice and door surrounds. 
These significant architectural elements were 
moved to New York where they were installed 
as “The Alexandria Ballroom” for the Metro-
politan Museum of Art’s newly established 
American Wing. This important exhibition of 
early American arts and architecture by one of 
the world’s greatest museums opened to critical 
acclaim in 1924 and led to a renewed apprecia-
tion of our nation’s historical past.  
 Such prominent recognition of the styles 
and tastes that helped form the United States 
initiated a resurgence of public interest in the 
colonial and federal periods, both in Alexan-
dria and across the country.  Soon “Colonial” 
and “Early American” reproduction furnish-
ings and architectural styles were widely 
popular across the country.  Even the resto-
ration of Colonial Williamsburg by John D. 
Rockefeller Jr. can be traced to the impact of 

what is still considered one of the Met’s most 
important permanent exhibitions.
 Interestingly, the photograph of this one 
block also documents the dramatic physical 
transition of Alexandria from the 18th through 
the 19th centuries.  The image documents that 
North Royal and Pitt streets still contain their 
early gable-roofed homes and shops, with 
small outbuildings and workshops of every 
type crammed behind them within the interior 
spaces of the block.  By the Civil War, newer 
and larger flat-roofed commercial buildings 
had begun to take hold along the prime real 
estate of King Street, and often extended deep 
into the block interior. Then in 1912, the Swann 
Brothers Department Store that was ensconced 
in an early 19th century building at the lower 
right corner of King and North Pitt streets ex-
panded into several of these larger buildings to 
the east, including the former Postal Telegraph 
Company, and the stores of P.G. Lawler, the 
Jamieson Studio and S.H. Lynn and Company. 
 Sadly, except for Gadsby’s Tavern, all 
buildings within this block were demolished 
in the early 1960s to make way for the Tav-
ern Square Urban Renewal Project.  However, 
the deep excavations necessary to create the 
underground parking garage for the project 
resulted in the discovery of thousands of ar-
chaeological artifacts left behind after two 
centuries of human occupation of the site.  Ul-
timately, the Alexandria Archaeology program 
was born as a result of the early investigations 
that resulted from these finds.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic Alexandria.

out of thE attic

A part of the Port City relocated  
to New York City

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC aLEXanDRIa

A

87% No. 

13% Yes.
213 votes Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Do you think Rashad Young did a good job in his three 
years as city manager?

This Week 
Should the Alexandria Police Department be outfitted 
with body cameras?

Weekly poll

A. Yes, it will improve interactions with residents. 
B. Only if federal grants pay for it.
C. No, we should fund other law enforcement innovations. 
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rity, whether it’s a safe room for 
people or valuables.”
 Secret openings can be 
concealed within a fireplace, 
a wall bookcase unit, cup-
board or cabinet. The first 
of Humble’s trade secrets to 
an ensconced enclosure in 
a home is to utilize the dead 
space in a home. Whether it’s 
a passageway underneath a 
staircase or a doorway that 
leads to space originally des-
ignated as part of a furnace 
room, closet or crawl space, 
Humble says the key to hav-
ing a secret room is that visi-
tors don’t even know one ex-
ists within the home.
 While a homeowner can ret-
rofit a secret room into an exist-
ing house renovation, Humble 
says it’s easier to conceal con-
tents in new home construction. 
Often designated on architec-
tural plans as a home’s mechan-
ical room or closet, builders 

won’t even know about a secret 
room installation.
 “When we take a job, we 
build the opening to certain 
specifications, so it can be in-
stalled at the very end of con-
struction — after all the work-
ers have left — so the space 
remains a secret,” Humble says. 
“Some woodworkers think they 
can add a hinge to a piece of 
carpentry, but a quality secret 
door is a very precise machine 
that must maintain extremely 
tight tolerances.”
 A secret entrance must pull 
double duty. It must not look 
like a gateway to a secret space, 
but when opened, it shouldn’t 
warp, rub, sag or drag. If im-
properly installed, the secret 
will be out on the concealed 
space. An opening can become 
obvious, especially when heavy 
books are added to a book-
shelf’s secret door, or if humid-
ity and temperature fluctuations 
aren’t taken into account.
 Humble says a portion of 
his firm’s business is repairing 
and replacing sub-standard se-

cret doors built by woodwork-
ers with the best of intentions. 
“Creative Home Engineering 
secret doors contain hidden 
cavities with custom hinges 
and steel structural supports 
to keep the door strong and 
rigid,” he says. “Our secret 
passageway doors come pre-
hung in their own frames, 
which simply slide into a 
specified opening.”
 While some might consider 
having a secret passageway 
in the home as a sign of sta-
tus, Humble says the average 
homeowner can “step through 
the looking glass,” with a full-
length wall-hanging mirror that 
is really an opening to a secret 
room. Creative Home Engineer-
ing sells a specially engineered 
mirrored doorway for $2,500, 
and it can be easily installed as 
the entrance to a secret room. 
 Humble says customized 
secret spaces average about 
$7,500, with a typical concealed 
bookcase opening costing be-
tween $10,000 and $12,000. Of 
course, as more security mea-

sures are taken, the costs also 
escalate.
 A vault or panic room door 
can feature a heavy-duty lock-
ing system that provides a 
strong resistance to forced en-
try, as well as the ability to in-
terface with an existing home 
security system.
 “When it comes to protect-

ing your most important as-
sets — including your family 
— concealment is the first line 
of defense against intruders,” 
Humble says. “Doors can be 
plated for ballistic protection 
and can feature a locking sys-
tem that has retracting 1-inch 
diameter stainless steel shear 
pins. The secret room might 
even contain a surveillance 
system inside, so inhabitants 
can monitor what is happen-
ing throughout the rest of the 
house.”
 Secret switches to open the 
door to the hidden room can 
run the gamut from biometric 
access control devices — like 
fingerprint and iris recognition 
scanners — to more whimsi-
cal keys. “Secret doors can be 
opened with a remote, but se-
cret switches add to the person-
alization of the space,” Humble 
says. “I’ve done a secret switch 
where specific notes need to 
be played on a piano to open 
the door. A car collector’s se-
cret switch involved turning 
the steering wheel of a die-cast 
model corvette.”
 As serious as some of these 
concealed rooms are, there’s 
no hiding the intrigue that also 
goes along with having a se-
cret passageway. “A concealed 
room can also be a great place 
to house fun secrets, like wrap-
ping and storing holiday gifts,” 
Humble says. “But no matter 
how a concealed room is used, 
the secret is safe with me.” 

SEcrEtS 
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PHOTO/CREaTIvE HOME EngInEERIng  
This secret room, concealed by a bookcase, is a private retreat connected to the home’s man cave.

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 

Lithophanes date 
from the 1820s, an 
art form of carving 
different layers of 
porcelain. The glow 
makes a wonderful 
night light. 

New Night Lights 
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ACROSS
1 Easily bent
7 Faux ___
10 Wharton grad
13 “Hey, mac!”
17 “It’s a deal!”
18 Strain for Domingo
20 “___ Ha’i”
21 Need liniment
22 Plant with buttercuplike  
  flowers
25 Smacking sound
26 Generals’ staff members
27 Frankenstein’s  
  monster’s birthplace
28 In a corpulent manner
30 Vein find
31 William Wallace, for one
32 Tony of “Leave It to  
  Beaver”
33 By
34 212, to New Yorkers
36 A distant point
38 Those elected
39 O’Hara’s Joey
40 “So, there you are!”
43 Greek estimator of  
  Earth’s circumference
50 “What’s up, ___?”
52 Kind of ship?
54 “Little” Stowe girl
55 Yemen capital
57 JFK watchdog
59 Fruity-smelling  
  compound
60 Historic starter
61 The whole ___    (everything)
63 Final amt.
64 Highest deg.
65 Physicist Fermi
67 British conductor  
  Sir Thomas
69 Lofty nest
71 Canine job
74 Soils with chimney grime
75 Architectural ornament

77 Workers’ collective  
  disposition
78 Batman and Robin are a    dynamic one
79 Diner’s prerogative
80 Beyond the megalopolis
83 ___ Lobos (“La Bamba”  
  group)
84 Cum laude modifier
86 ___ Paulo, Brazil
87 Deodorant type
88 N.Y.’s Madison, for one
89 Send again
90 Point-of-purchase equip.  
  giant
92 Deterrent example
96 Tit for ___
97 Common Market initials
99 Paintings, sculptures, etc.
100 ___-Napoca, Romania
102 Dialect expert, e.g.
107 Prefix for degradable
108 “Runaround ___”
109 White as a sheet
113 “A Bug’s Life” bug
114 Limit on utility charges
116 Naught
117 Plant parts
118 Unadultered
120 Hindmost part of the  
  brain
123 “Under the Net” novelist  
  Murdoch
124 Issued a command to
125 Canoer’s worry
126 Aaron Burr was one, once
127 Splinter group
128 Shrewd
129 Marina ___ Rey, California
130 Barnum’s “attraction”

DOWN
1 Lengthy narratives
2 Finno-___ (Hungarian  
  language family)
3 Museum in Madrid
4 100 centimos
5 More or ___ (approximately)

6 Tokyo’s ex-name
7 Tree with oblong leaves  
  (var.)
8 Saudi native
9 Title for Arthur Conan  
  Doyle
10 Italian marble city
11 More depressed
12 Supermarket walkway
13 Dog foot
14 Philosophy
15 Archaeological bit
16 Sioux shelter
19 Put holy oil on
20 Teacher’s deg.
23 Plants of a region
24 Cause embarrassment to
29 Imitate an annoying dog
32 “Nuts!”
33 It’s a charge
35 Hardly Mr. Right
37 “Cape ___” (‘91 De Niro  
  film)
40 Aldous Huxley’s “___ and  
  Essence”
41 Like the New World
42 Regarding humans as  
  all-important
44 Tin-lead alloy
45 Conspicuous
46 Suffix with Vietnam or  
  Japan
47 Capture, as a burglar
48 Supplies with the means
49 Sober-minded
51 Muscular rigidity
53 Emergency worker
56 Dark and Middle, e.g.
58 Poor-box contents
60 Throw into disorder
61 Grafting shoot
62 Gardener, at times
66 “___ la Douce”  
  (1963 film)
68 Musical postscripts
69 Works as a thespian
70 ___ out (manages)
72 Trombone slide

73 Emollient-producing  
  plants
76 Former Canadian athlete
81 British rule in colonial  
  India
82 “Ciao!”
84 Course listings
85 Quick-witted
88 Sax type
89 66-Down, for MacLaine
91 Normal size (Abbr.)
93 Secret group of plotters
94 Hardest hit to get
95 Long oar
98 Junkyard canine
101 Coastal diving bird
102 Stone at the Forum?
103 Habituate
104 Metrical units
105 Take the wrong way?
106 Type of bear
108 Greek and Roman  
  female oracle
110 No longer fresh
111 Highly dislikes
112 1999 and 1492
115 Billiards stick
116 Orbital point
117 “___ as a bug in a rug”

119 Shakespearean suffix
121 Do some math
122 Poetic form109-Across
109 “Fernando” singers
110 Ace or deuce
111 “What am ___?”  
  (auction query)
113 Fail to mention

115 Go-___
116 One of the Great Lakes
118 Month on the Hebrew  
  calendar
119 Waiter’s handout
120 First man
122 Paddle kin
124 “For ___ a jolly ...”
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last Week’s Solution:

DONNA MARGARET 
BEALER (34), 
of Alexandria, December 7, 
2014

JEAN MARIE BISSETT, of 
Alexandria, December 10, 
2014

ROBERT JOSEPH CARSON 
JR., of Alexandria, December 
3, 2014

WARREN I. CIKINS, of 
Alexandria, December 13, 
2014

CHRIS HOLDEN (49), of 
Alexandria, December 13, 
2014

SAMUEL LINDEN “LINDY” 
JOHNSON (59),  
of Alexandria, November 24, 2014

ALBERTA R. JONES (85),  
of Alexandria, November 18, 
2014

GEORGE RUSSELL JORDAN,  
of Alexandria, December 11, 
2014

MICHELINE LAMIRAULT 
KEMPER, of Alexandria, 
November 22, 2014

JOHN HENRY LLOYD SR., 
formerly of Alexandria, 
December 3, 2014

CLYDE L. MORRIS (88), 
formerly of Alexandria,  
November 26, 2014

DAN S. SERICE (91),  
of Alexandria, December 14, 
2014

oBituariES
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ALEXANDRIA PLANNING  
COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL

JANUARY - 2015

The items described below will be heard by 
the Planning Commission and the City Coun-
cil on the dates and times listed below.   
NOTICE: Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. A consent 
item will be approved at the beginning of the 
meeting without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately. The Planning 
Commission reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information call the Department of 
Planning and Zoning on 703-746-4666 or visit 
www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2015
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 2015
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

The Planning Commission will hold a 
work session to review the results and draft 
recommendations of the Parking Standard 
for New Development Study on Tuesday, 
January 6 at 6:00pm in the City Council 
Work Room, 301 King Street.

Vacation #2014 0005
2500 Sanford Street
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for a vacation of public right of 

way; zoned R 8/Residential Single Family. 
Applicant: Joe Salama
Special Use Permit #2014 0108
1001 King Street – Blüprint Chocolatiers
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
to operate a restaurant; zoned KR/King 
Street Urban Retail Zone. Applicant: Tea-
spoon LLC represented by Kim Gustafson

Special Use Permit #2014 0109
1940 Duke Street  Panera Bread 
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to amend Special Use Permit #2014 
0081 to increase permitted number of deliv-
ery vehicles; zoned CDD #1/Coordinated 
Development District 1. Applicant: Panera, 
LLC represented by Duncan Blair, attorney

Special Use Permit #2014 0111
1117 Roan Lane
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to construct new single family 
dwelling on a substandard lot; zoned R 12/
Residential Single Family. Applicant: Clas-
sic Cottages LLC represented by Duncan 
Blair, attorney

Special Use Permit #2014 0112
3131 Colvin Street (Parcel Address: 3148 
Duke Street) and 3120 Colvin Street  Total 
Package Auto
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate an automobile sales busi-
ness; zoned CG/Commercial General and I/
Industrial. Applicant: Total Package Auto 
LLC represented by Ryan Alexander

Special Use Permit #2014 0113
4901 Seminary Road  Farmers Market at 
Southern Towers
(Parcel Address: 5055 Seminary Road)
Public hearing and consideration of a re-
quest to operate an outdoor food and crafts 
market; zoned RC/High Density Apartment. 
Applicant: Jim Nicholson

Development Site Plan #2014 0024*
Special Use Permit #2014 0088

4901 Seminary Road  Southern Towers 
Clubhouse
(Parcel Address: 5055 Seminary Road)
Public hearing and consideration of requests 
for: a) development site plan, with modifi-
cations, to construct a clubhouse building 
and b) a special use permit to operate a day 
care center; zoned RC/High Density Apart-
ment. Applicant: Southern Towers LLC 
represented by Kenneth Wire, attorney
[This case was deferred at the December 2, 
2014 Planning Commission hearing.]

Text Amendment #2014 0008, Rezoning 
#2014 0007, CDD Concept Plan #2014 0003
Development Special Use Permit #2014 0012
4800 Fillmore Avenue  Goodwin House
Initiation of a text amendment and Public 
hearing and consideration of requests for: a) 
a text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 
to amend the provisions of Section 5 600 
to establish a new Coordinated Develop-
ment District Zone; b) an amendment to the 
official zoning map to change the zone from 
RC/High Density Apartment to Coordinated 
Development District #23; c) a special use 
permit for a CDD conceptual design plan; 
and d) a development special use permit with 
site plan to construct an elder care facility; 
zoned RC/High Density Apartment. Ap-
plicant: Goodwin House Inc., represented by 
M. Catharine Puskar, attorney

Master Plan Amendment #2014 0008, 
Rezoning #2014 0008, Development Special 
Use Permit #2014 0003, Transportation 
Management Plan SUP #2014 0096, Vaca-
tion #2014 0003
5000 and 5001 Echols Avenue  The Fillmore
Public hearing and consideration of 
requests for: (A) an amendment to the Al-
exandria West Small Area Plan chapter of 
the Master Plan to amend the height map 
from 35 feet and 45 feet to 70 feet on the 
site area, and the proposed land use map 
from Institutional to Commercial Residen-
tial Mixed Use Medium (CRMU M) on the 
site area; (B) an amendment to the official 

zoning map to change the zone from R 12 
to CRMU M; (C) a development special 
use permit and site plan to construct two 
multi family residential buildings includ-
ing special use permits for an increase 
in Floor Area Ratio (FAR) and a parking 
reduction; (D) a special use permit for a 
Transportation Management Plan; and (E) 
to vacate a portion of public right of way; 
zoned R 12/Residential Single-Family. Ap-
plicant: AHC Inc., represented by Duncan 
Blair, attorney

*THE FOLLOWING WILL BE HEARD 
BY PLANNING COMMISSION ONLY 
(AND BY CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON 
APPEAL).

Subdivision #2014 0015
500 and 502 Gibbon Street
Public hearing and consideration of a subdi-
vision request with variations to subdivide an 
existing parcel into two new lots; zoned RM/
Residential Townhouse. Applicant: Catherine 
D. Webster and Margaret Lynne Bourjaily 
represented by Duncan Blair, attorney

Subdivision #2014 0016
310 North Quaker Lane
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to subdivide an existing parcel 
into two new lots; zoned R 20/Residential 
Single Family. Applicant: J. Perry Kruger 
represented by Duncan Blair, attorney

                           

LEGAL NOTICE OF A  
PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 8, 2015 –7:30 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Information about these items may be 
obtained from the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 
(703) 746-4666 or on the City’s website at 
www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

BZA Case #2014-0028
29 East Howell Avenue
Request for special exception to construct 
a second story addition in the required 
west side yard. If the request is granted, the 
Board of Zoning Appeals will be granting 
an exception from section 12-102(A) of the 
zoning ordinance - relating to the physical 
enlargement of a non-complying structure; 
zoned R2-5/Residential Single-Family. 
Applicant: Adam and Andrea Fernandes by 
Christine Kelly, architect

BZA Case #2014-0029
310 East Monroe Avenue
Request for special exception to construct a 
second story dormer in the required west side 
yard; If the request is granted, the Board of 
Zoning Appeals will be granting an excep-
tion from section 12-102(A) of the zoning 
ordinance - relating to the physical enlarge-
ment of a non-complying structure; zoned 
R2-5/Residential Single-Family. Applicant: 
Jon and Lisa Quandt

                           

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING  
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following request has been received for 
administrative review and approval.

For information about this application or  
to comment, visit the City’s website at 
www.alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
(703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2014-00126 
2016 Mt Vernon Avenue – Proposed  
Business: The Vital Body
Request for a new administrative Special 
Use Permit to operate a massage establish-
ment; zoned CL/Commercial Low
APPLICANT: Michael A. Nicotra
PLANNER: Ann Horowitz – ann.horow-
itz@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 of the 
zoning ordinance, the above listed request 
may be approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning.  If you 
have any comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning and Zoning 
staff at 703.746.4666 or email the planner 
listed no later than January 8th, 2015.

AssociAte, electricAl PAtent 
Prosecution
Oblon Spivak McClelland Maier & 
Neustadt has opening in Alexandria, VA
for Associate, Electrical Patent  
Prosecution. Utilizing undergraduate
preparation in a STEM program,  
prepare and prosecute U.S. patent
applications covering a wide range  
of areas including: consumer
electronics, computer hardware/soft-
ware, communication/broadcasting
technologies, display technologies, 
data storage technologies, imaging
technologies, medical devices and 
semiconductor devices. LLM or JD in
Law or equiv + 1yr exp. Experience 
must include: patent preparation,
both domestic and foreign. Send 
resumes to Oblon Spivak McClelland
Maier & Neustadt, Attn: Recruiting 
Manager, 1940 Duke Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314. Must ref job 
title & code: AEPP-MY.

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

aBc noticE

hElp WantEd

Advertise your 
business  

or service.
Contact Kristen Essex 

at  
kessex@alextimes.

com
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LICENSED IN VA | DC | MD 

109 S. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.549.9292
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com | allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

703.362.3221 | www.thegoodhartgroup.com

Home Is Where the Heart Is
2940 Penny Lane
414 Duke Street
605 Fort Williams Parkway*
4600 Duke Street #1214*
5613 Fort Corloran Drive
4551 Strutfield #4203
6720 W Wakefield Drive #B1
4121 Fort Worth Place*
1 Masonic View
400 Massachusettes Avenue #808
158 Bryant Street NW #1
1044 N Pegram Street
3236 Gunston Road
4120 Fort Worth Place*
25 W Spring Street
5504 Helmsdale Lane
635 First Street #205
400 Cameron Station Blvd #314
907 Oronoco Street
905 Oronoco Street
1407 W Street NW #201
7976 Hidden Bridge Drive
708 N Columbus Street
16 W Walnut Street
591 N. Alfred Street
5208 Mitchell Street
103 E Maple Street
204 W Myrtle Street
517 N Patrick Street

9040 Brook Ford Road
1103 Commonwealth Avenue
501 Duke Street
501 Slaters Lane #422
6125 Edgewood Terrace*
Lot 11 - 208 Virginia Avenue
7735 Midday Lane
601 Wilkes Street*
2900 Dartmouth Road
510 Wythe Street
304 Columbia Road*
2604 Hannah Farms Court
205 W Mason Avenue*
3807 Maryland Street
1717 Potomac Greens Drive
2406 Page Terrace
5901 Mount Eagle Drive #1016
1212 Trinity Drive
4437 34th Street S
4005 Moss Place*
320 S. West Street*
11953 Glen Alden Road
815 Prince Street
2406 Cameron Mills Road
2420 Taylor Avenue
6115 Castletown Way
3813 Colonel Ellis Avenue*
3816 Fort Hill Drive
17 W Glendale Avenue

5067 S Four Mile Run #302
2227 20th Street NW #106*
560 N St Asaph Street
509 Janneys Lane
3604 Oval Drive
6824 Brindle Heath Way #D
8206 Burning Tree Road
5241 Dunleigh Drive
3008 Russell Road
5062 Minda Court
303 E Howell Avenue
6605 Potomac Avenue
1250 S Washington Street #404
208 Virginia Avenue (House)*
1907 Kenwood Avenue
1250 S Washington Street #615
1116 St. Stephens Road
4645 Kearney Court
4151 S Four Mile Run Drive #104
3533 Martha Custis Drive
1614 Abingdon Drive #201
425 S Lee Street
125 Queen Street
3315 Wyndham Circle #2228
2418 Sanford Street
1602 Commonwealth Avenue
225 Guthrie Avenue
5108 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway

* Indicates property was both listed and sold by The Goodhart Group

Now accepting new listings for 2015. Contact us to make your appointment today. 

SUE AND ALLISON GOODHART AND THE GOODHART GROUP THANK YOU 
FOR ANOTHER GREAT YEAR. IN 2014 WE HELPED 106 CLIENTS REALIZE 
THEIR REAL ESTATE DREAMS. WE CAN HELP YOU REALIZE YOURS TOO!


