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Fears surround 
Fort Ward plans

PHOTO/SuSan Hale THOmaS
Although city councilors unanimously approved a plan to preserve and 
upgrade Fort Ward Park, descendants of the community that once 
lived on the land said the roadmap doesn’t do enough to ensure the 
unmarked graves of their ancestors are found and protected.

Metro incident victim’s 
family files $50 million 
lawsuit
By susan hale thomas

 The sons of the Alexan-
dria woman who died near 
the L’Enfant Plaza Metrorail 
station during an electrical 
failure last month filed a $50 
million wrongful death suit 
against the Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Author-
ity last week.
 Carol Glover, 61, who 
suffered from asthma, was 
struggling to breathe on the 
smoke-filled train when she 
collapsed. Passengers alleged 
they were trapped on the train 
for 45 minutes before being 
evacuated.

 Two passengers tried to 
help her by administering 
CPR, but they were unable to 
revive her, and she died from 
smoke inhalation.
 National Transportation 
Safety Board investigators 
in a preliminary report found 
severe electrical arcing had 
damaged the third rail and 
electrical cables 1,100 feet in 
front of the train.
 Glover’s sons, Marcus 
and Anthony Glover, have 
retained personal-injury law-
yer Patrick Regan in the case. 
Regan previously represented 
the family of New York Times 
reporter David Rosenbaum in 
a $20 million lawsuit against 
the District of Columbia.
 In that incident, the city’s 

medical emergency response 
system was accused of failing 
to treat Rosenbaum in a time-
ly manner after he was beaten 
and robbed, which resulted in 
his death. Rosenbaum’s fam-
ily agreed to drop the suit if 
the District took action to 
improve its emergency-re-
sponse policies.
 The Glover family’s law-
suit contends WMATA was 
negligent by failing to prop-
erly inspect and maintain the 
third rail and the ventilation 
system and in failing to train 
its employees in the proper 
activation and use of the ven-
tilation system in the event of 
a fire or smoke emergency.
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Mistrust prevails as 
residents, city look to 
preserve park, burial sites

By erich wagner
 
 City councilors unanimous-
ly passed a plan to preserve Fort 
Ward Park last month, over the 
objections of residents and de-
scendants in the storied West 
End community.
 The document lays out a 
road map for the park, from 
establishing a master plan for 
the property to finding un-
marked graves to addressing 
storm water runoff problems. 
But descendants of the his-
torically black Fort Ward com-
munity said they were neither 
adequately informed of the 

proposals, nor allowed enough 
input on them.
 Before city council ap-
proved the plan, members 
added provisions requiring the 
establishment of an oversight 
committee to serve as a watch-
dog for upgrades to the park, as 
well as setting up a city coun-
cil work session to discuss how 
city staff can better collabo-
rate with residents as the plan 
moves forward.
 But for descendants of the 
Fort Ward community, the 
plan feels like the latest slight 
to a group of residents who 
has been trodden upon by City 
Hall for decades. The commu-

Glover family to take legal 
action against WMATA
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The family of Carol Glover, the Alexandria woman who died during an electrical arcing incident near the 
L’Enfant Plaza Metro station, filed a $50 million wrongful death suit against the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority last week.
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Old TOwn
$764,900

Quaker ridge

Exquisite brick colonial with attached 2 car 
garage in convenient location!

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, gas fireplace in family room, 
chef ’s kitchen, butler pantry, wet bar and beautifully 

landscaped yard with stone patio.

$1,195,000

wOOdbridge Old TOwnsherwOOd fOresT

Old TOwn

$459,000 $429,000$539,000

$625,000

Spacious brick home with attached garage and
large fenced yard with custom cottage!

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2 finished levels, wood burning
fireplace & wood stove (in cottage) on quiet cul-de-sac.

Circa 1870 with loads of character just steps 
from shops, restaurants and the riverfront!

2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, 3 finished levels, original  
random with wood floors, 2 wood burning fireplaces, 

fenced yard with brick patio.

Beautifully updated home on over 3 acres!
4 Bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 fireplace & wood stove, 

detached 3 car garage with upper office.

Luxury condo in boutique building with  
2 garage parking spaces!

1 bedroom, 1 bath, gourmet kitchen with island/break-
fast bar, open floor plan, tall ceilings, oversize windows, 
gleaming hardwood floors & community rooftop deck.

Beautiful Canal Way townhouse in quiet court-
yard blocks from the river, shops & restaurants!

4 finished levels, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,  
2 wood burning fireplaces, assigned parking.
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

The Time To Sell Is Now. Let Me Put My 25+ Years of Experience to Work for You!
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the weeKly BrieFing

703-628-2440

Coming Soon WATERFORD PLACE

~ 315  South Union Street ~
Stylish and sophisticated, this all-brick

end town home boasts 2 parking spaces,
2 fireplaces, 3 bedrooms and stunning 

renovations.Viking appliances highlight
its gourmet kitchen

~ New Listing in Old Town ~

www.diannhicks.com

Diann Hicks Carlson

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
All in stock new lamps 
are on Sale for 20 % 
less than the marked 
price.  

Hurry!  
Sale ends January 31st. 

City announce acting staff appointments

Local nonprofit seeks new mentors

Apothecary museum reopens following restoration

 A local nonprofit consor-
tium focused on recruiting 
people for various local men-
toring groups is looking for 
people interested in helping 
young people.
 The Alexandria Mentor-
ing Partnership will host a 
recruitment and appreciation 
event February 12 to gather 
new volunteers.
 The group is a coalition of 
local mentoring groups, de-
signed to maximize each in-
dividual nonprofit’s recruit-

ment efforts, as well as make 
it easier for those groups to 
access funding, train new 
mentors, and provide other 
support services to improve 
their programming.
 The partnership will have 
an information session for po-
tential volunteers, and it will 
show off the achievements 
of current mentors and men-
tees with a creative contest 
where members make artistic 
representations of their men-
tor-mentee relationship and 

achievements, from essays 
and poetry to art and videos.
 Those interested in be-
coming mentors also will be 
able to speak with current 
volunteers and ask questions 
about the various mentoring 
programs in Alexandria.
 The event will be from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the Lee Center, lo-
cated at 1108 Jefferson St. For 
more information, visit www.
alexandriava.gov/mentoring.

 - Erich Wagner

 The Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum reopened 
Sunday after a two-month 
shuttering for repair and resto-
ration work, city officials said.
 Among the upgrades in-
cluded repairs to the build-
ing’s plaster walls and re-
painting the historic retail 
space on the first floor of the 
museum. Officials said they 
analyzed the original paint in 
an effort to bring the store-
front back to its appearance 
around 1900, when the fed-
eral Food and Drug Act was 

passed — a law that irrevo-
cably changed the American 
pharmaceutical industry.
 But with the restoration 
comes new policies to pre-
serve the historic building. 
Regular walk-in tours will 
be capped at 10 people per 
group. Museum officials en-
courage residents to reserve 
tour spots by purchasing 
tickets in advance.
 To purchase tickets, call 
the museum at 703-746-3852. 
Beginning in late March, visi-
tors also can purchase tickets 

by visiting https://shop.alex-
andriava.gov.
 The museum is located 
at 105-107 S. Fairfax St. in 
Old Town, and features a 
collection of medicinal herbs 
and other bottles and equip-
ment from the nation’s early 
apothecary and pharmaceuti-
cal industry. It also houses a 
variety of archival materials 
from the original shop’s past, 
including journals, ledgers 
and prescription and formula 
books.

 - Erich Wagner

 City officials announced 
a round of upper level staff 
promotions on an interim 
basis following the appoint-
ment of Mark Jinks as acting 
city manager last month.
 Jinks replaced for-
mer City Manager Rashad 
Young, who left city govern-
ment at the end of last year 
to become the D.C. city ad-
ministrator under new Mayor 
Muriel Bowser.
 Emily Baker was named 
acting deputy city manager; 
Mitchell Bernstein was ap-
pointed acting director of proj-
ect implementation; Gregg C. 
Fields was named acting di-
rector of code administration, 

and Helen McIl-
vaine was appoint-
ed acting director 
of housing.
 Baker previ-
ously served as the 
city engineer and 
as deputy director 
for the Department 
of Transportation 
and Environmen-
tal Resources, as 
well as the director 
of the Department 
of Project Imple-
mentation.
 Bernstein has 
served in a num-
ber of roles in Al-
exandria govern-

ment, most recently 
as division chief of 
design for the De-
partment of Project 
Implementation.
   Fields most re-
cently held the posi-
tion of deputy build-
ing official, who is 
responsible for the 
city’s small business 
facilitation program 
and the city’s permit 
center.
    McIlvaine has 
served as deputy di-
rector of housing 
since joining the city 
in 2006.

- Erich Wagner

Emily Baker

Mitchell Bernstein
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crime

timesIn Your

Congratulations to Craig Keith
for winning January’s Photo Contest!

winning photo
The Alexandria Times Photo Contest

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

Taken at 105 South Fairfax Street

February’s Theme: Love is in the Air!
(Send us a pic of what or who you love  

and appreciate the most!)

Send us your photo to win  
$50 gift card to The Chart House

Sponsored By:

Send your Love is in the Air! photos to:

bank robber sentenced to 20 years

Duke Street crash hospitalizes pedestrian

 A federal court judge in Al-
exandria sentenced a D.C. man 
to 20 years in prison last week 
in connection with a string of 
armed robberies in both Alex-
andria and New Jersey.
 Thomas B. Peeler, 47, 
pleaded guilty last November 
in connection with his role in 
three armed robberies. Ac-
cording to court documents, 
Peeler robbed a BB&T bank 
branch in Alexandria in April 
2010 as well as a GameStop 

store in Clementon, N.J. in 
May of the same year. The 
court also noted that Peeler 
committed an additional rob-
bery in Alexandria and three 
others in New Jersey in that 
time frame.
 In his plea agreement, Peel-
er admitted to brandishing a 
firearm in both robberies, and 
threatening to harm employees 
at the local BB&T bank. He 
was connected to the other rob-
beries because two witnesses 

took note of the license plate 
number on his getaway car.
 Following his 20 years in 
prison, Peeler will serve three 
years on probation. He also 
was ordered to pay more than 
$60,000 in restitution.
 The case was investigated 
by the violent crimes task force 
at the FBI’s Washington field 
office, and prosecuted by U.S. 
Attorney Dana J. Boente.

- Erich Wagner

 A section of the westbound 
lanes of Duke Street was 
closed for several hours Mon-
day evening after a car hit a 
pedestrian in the West End.
 Police spokeswoman Crys-
tal Nosal said the pedestrian 

was hit at the corner of Duke 
and South Ingram streets. The 
victim was sent to a local hos-
pital in serious condition, but 
her condition had been up-
graded to “non-life-threaten-
ing” by Wednesday morning.

 Nosal said the driver re-
mained at the scene, and said 
the victim reportedly had 
stepped into traffic and in front 
of the car.

- Erich Wagner

police Beat
The following incidents occurred between January 28 and February 4.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

7 AggrAvAted 
AssAults 2burglArIes

33 thefts 7 drug 
CrImes

Source: raidsonline.com

21 AssAults

4 seXuAl 
OffeNse3 vehICle

thefts 3 rObberIes



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    FEbruAry 5, 2015 | 5 

rashad young reflects on 
his tenure in Alexandria

By erich wagner

 

 Former City Manager Ra-
shad Young said he will al-
ways look back fondly on his 
time in Alexandria, where he 
was often the face of difficult 
changes, both within city gov-
ernment and for the city as a 
whole.
 Young resigned at the end 
of 2014 to become the D.C. 
city administrator under new 
Mayor Muriel Bowser. When 
he was appointed to the Port 
City’s top administrative job in 
2011, he was both the youngest 
and the first black city manager 
in Alexandria’s history.
 Young was often the face 
of controversy, whether it was 
in guiding major development 
plans to fruition or announcing 
the possibility of using eminent 
domain in the long-running dis-
pute with the Old Dominion 
Boat Club. But he said among 
his proudest achievements were 
internal policies in city depart-
ments to modernize practices.
 “I’m really glad some of the 
major development planning 
pieces got accomplished, like 
Beauregard and the waterfront,” 
he said. “But I’m also proud of 
the organizational things we’ve 
done around performance man-
agement, the budget and the 
budget process. That work con-
tinues as we speak, as we gain 
the ability to be more transpar-
ent and become able to think 
about the budget process in a 
different way.”
 Young highlighted im-
provements to the city’s hu-
man relations processes, from 
consolidating HR departments 
to the establishment of an eth-
ics hotline and internal inves-

tigator — a response to a rash 
of arrests of city employees in 
2011 — as well as implement-
ing a pay-for-performance sys-
tem at the upper echelons of 
city government.
 He acknowledged that as a 
public official, one often be-
comes the lightning rod for 
criticism on any given propos-
al, regardless of whether it was 
a personal initiative or done at 
the behest of city council.
 “I think in general, you have 
to have a thick skin for this job,” 
Young said. “One of the things 
I tell people is you have to put 
criticism in the proper perspec-
tive. It’s important to listen to 
the pain and the pressure points 
that people have, and use that to 
help form different pathways or 
strategies.
 “I have to remember that 
people aren’t criticizing me, 
Rashad Young, the individual. 
A lot fewer people know me as 
the individual; they know me 
as the city manager and they’re 
criticizing the person occupy-
ing that seat.”
 Harder than dealing with 
criticism was being the bearer 
of bad news, Young said. And 
with the dwindling budgets of 
the past several years, it was 
a job he had to do more often 
than he would have liked.
 “It’s tough,” he said. “This 
is a community that has high 
expectations for service and 
are accustomed to receiv-
ing them, so it’s not easy and 
it’s not a position that anyone 
wants to be in, to say: ‘Wow, 
we really can’t do things like 
that anymore.’
 “It’s hardest when standing 
in that town hall meeting and 
to have to explain why you 
made a tough choice or why 
you’re recommending some-
thing that people don’t want 

to see … That’s when you feel 
really lonely. But that’s one of 
the most important aspects of 
being a city manager, finding 

the right balance and having to 
sometimes communicate those 
difficult messages.”
 Since Young’s departure, 

city councilors appointed long-
time city employee Mark Jinks 
to serve as acting city manager. 
Young offered some advice to 
whoever replaces him on a per-
manent basis: start slowly.
 “It’s a marathon, not a 
sprint,” he said. “No matter 
how ambitious your agenda is, 
your list of things to be accom-
plished, they can’t all be ac-
complished at once. The pace 
of change has to be measured 
and monitored to be success-
ful, and it has to be done in a 
way that stakeholders can ab-
sorb and understand and buy 
into it.”
 And Young had one other 
pointer for the next city man-
ager: embrace Alexandria’s 
unique character and level of 
engagement.
 “Just recognize how special 
this community it is, its his-
tory, the community dynamics 
and the level of engagement,” 
he said. “People have a passion 
to see the city do well. People 
levy criticism and have opin-
ions because the common in-
terest really is the same: for the 
community to be successful.”

The face of modernization, controversy

people have a passion to see 
the city do well. people levy 

criticism and have opinions because 
the common interest really is the 
same: for the community to be 
successful.”                

 - rashad young,  former city manager 

email comments, rants & raves to  
letters@alextimes.com.

who cares?
we do.
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 The lawsuit also asserts the 
transit agency failed to calibrate 
its radio equipment to be in 
sync with D.C.’s fire and EMS 
department; have proper safety 
equipment on the train; inves-
tigate third-rail circuit breaks; 
move the train out of harm’s 
way; shut off electricity to the 
third rail in a reasonable amount 
of time; inform first responders 
that electricity had been shut 
off to the third rail; evacuate 
the train when cars were filling 
with smoke; and protect its pas-
sengers from injury and death.
 Regan said Metro’s poor 
response to the incident proved 

fatal for his clients’ mother.
 “Everything that could go 
wrong, did,” Regan said. “Based 
on our investigation of more than 
a dozen passengers on the train, 
none were injured in the first 30 
minutes. The injuries occurred in 
the last 15 minutes. Metro could 
have evacuated the train safely. 
This was a benign incident in 
terms of what caused them to be 
trapped in the tunnel. … We’re 
all in danger when Metro doesn’t 
follow simple safety rules.”
 This is not the only multi-
million dollar lawsuit against 
WMATA in recent years. In 
2009, two trains collided be-
tween Takoma and Fort Totten 
stations after a faulty circuit in 
a train’s automatic control sys-
tem failed to detect there were 

multiple trains on one track. 
Nine passengers were killed 
and dozens were injured.
 Metro and three companies 
that manufactured systems that 
controlled the trains in the 2009 
incident admitted responsibil-
ity for the crash. NTSB inves-
tigators in that case found the 
agency at fault for persistent 
problems and neglecting safety.
 WMATA has a long history 
of non-compliance, according 
to the Tri-State Oversight Com-
mittee, a committee comprising 
representatives from Virginia, 
Maryland and the District of Co-
lumbia’s departments of trans-
portation that report to the Fed-
eral Transit Administration.
 In its three-year review of 
WMATA’s safety record, in-
spectors reviewed numerous 
agency plans, policies, and pro-
cedures. The committee’s most 
recent report, published in Feb-
ruary 2014, cited several areas 
of noncompliance. 
 “Hazardous conditions are 
not being reported through the 
hazard management process 
to be analyzed systematically 
throughout the agency,” the com-
mittee wrote. “[Some] frontline 
employees are not recognizing 
some potential hazards as haz-
ards, but simply deficiencies. As 
only one example, investigation 
of the May 2013 train fire at Sil-
ver Spring revealed that a chafed 
cable had been taped rather than 
evaluated for proper securement.

 “As another example, it was 
discovered in 2013 that train 
operators preempted malfunc-
tioning emergency intercoms 
by rigging the response mecha-
nism on the operating console.”
 Richard Sarles, who as-
sumed the role of interim gener-
al manager and chief executive 
of WMATA shortly after the 
2009 disaster, cited the agen-
cy’s progress on safety issues in 
a farewell speech to WMATA’s 
board just four days before Jan-
uary’s fatal arcing incident.
  “Here at Metro I feel confi-
dent that the state of operations 

— both customer operations 
and internal operations — has 
improved; and we are achiev-
ing a higher standard of perfor-
mance than five years ago,” Sar-
les said. “Safety is top of mind 
for all employees throughout 
the authority, and we continue 
the painstaking work needed to 
bring the rail and bus systems to 
a state of good repair.”
 City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg, who also serves as chair-
man of the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Commission, 
said keeping Metro in a state 
of good repair would be part 
of larger budgetary consider-
ations for several jurisdictions, 
despite a gloomy fiscal outlook 
throughout the region.
 “There are a lot of financial 
and operations issues facing 
Metro,” he said.
 WMATA board Chairman 
Tom Downs and new Interim 
General Manager and CEO Jack 
Requa issued a letter of apology 
to riders and the family of Carol 
Glover, and said WMATA was 
committed to improving safety 
and would be working closely 
with federal regulators through-
out the investigation.
 The NTSB is investigating 
maintenance records of track, 
signal and power, and ventila-
tion systems as well as rail-
cars. NTSB will be reviewing 
Metro’s emergency response, 
evacuation plans and employee 
training records.

Open an account online 
cofcu.org • (703) 823-5211

CommonWealth One Federal Credit Union saved members  
$1,014,623 in loan interest!  We supported the 

community by donating $7,000  to Volunteer Alexandria.

Most local area residents can bank with us. Federally insured by NCUA

President/CEO  of CommonWealth One, Charlotte Cash (at 
right), presents $7,000 to Marion Brunken (left), Executive 

Director of Volunteer Alexandria, and Frank Fannon (middle), 
President of Volunteer Alexandria.

Find out how much you can save by refinancing or financing your loan.
 cofcu.org/loansaver

metro 
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The family of Alexandrian Carol Glover said a slow response by WMATA to get passengers out of a smoky 
tunnel outside the L’Enfant Plaza Metro station led to the 61-year-old’s death from smoke inhalation.

metro could 
have evac-

uated the train 
safely.  this was 
a benign incident 
in terms of what 
caused them to 
be trapped in the 
tunnel. we’re all 
in danger when 
metro doesn’t follow 
simple safety rules.”

- patrick regan 
attorney for 

carol glover’s family
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nity had thrived since its in-
ception in the 1870s, but city 
officials forced residents from 
their land to reconstruct the 
Civil War-era fort that once 
stood at the site in preparation 
for the centennial commemo-
ration of the conflict.
 “Mr. P.B. Hall, public 
works director, reports that 
there are several graves lo-
cated within the fort site,” 
wrote then-City Manager E.G. 
Heatwole in 1960. “It is not 
believed that they have any 
relationship with activities of 
the Fort Ward during 1861-
1865. Also it is questioned as 
to whether there are bodies 
still buried there. If possible, 
we would like to have the area 
cleared.”
 Some of those same fami-
lies had to pick up and move 
once more when city officials 
chose their neighborhood to 
be the site of T.C. Williams in 
the 1960s. Adrienne Washing-
ton, president of the Fort Ward 
and Seminary African-Ameri-
can Descendants Society, said 

residents wanted to put past 
indignities behind them when 
officials began crafting the 
new plan.
 “We didn’t want to rehash 
all of the mistakes that have 
been made, even though we 
could have,” she said. “We 
wanted to hopefully move for-
ward on a new page whereby 
we will be heard and will be 
worked with. We want to work 

with them to make sure Fort 
Ward becomes the place it 
could be, but there’s a lot of 
distrust to overcome.
 “That’s why, if we had our 
druthers, the plan would have 
been held up a little longer 
until the [oversight] commit-
tee and the work session is set 
up.”
 Washington said residents 
felt like their concerns — first 

and foremost: find, mark and 
preserve the graves — were 
not taken seriously by preser-
vation staff.
 “We don’t feel it ade-
quately deals with, addresses 
or provides remedies for the 
situation with the unknown 
graves or the situation with 
the continued storm water 
runoff, which erodes some of 
the graves there already,” she 
said. “And there are questions 
about how a development, a 
historical interpretive plan, 
will be developed going for-
ward, given that it has been 
done without our collabora-
tion in the past and which is 
not our fault at all.”

Fort ward 
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Although some graves at Fort Ward Park are marked and commemorated, many residents of “The 
Fort” could not afford cemetery plots and were forced to bury their loved ones in their yards. Local 
descendant groups want city staff to dig deeper into both written and oral histories of the community 
to find these unmarked graves.
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Although residents are en-
couraged by city council tak-
ing a more active role in the 
issues surrounding Fort Ward, 
Seminary Civic Association 
President Frances Terrell said 
she fears waiting to hold a 

work session will embolden 
staff, rather than rein them in.
 “Our biggest concern once 
council went ahead and passed 
the management plan is that 
the city would go ahead and 
proceed with the changes they 
wanted to make without really 
talking to us,” she said.
 Lance Mallamo, director 

of the Office of Historic Alex-
andria, said the plan provides 
a needed set of preservation 
protections for the park. He 
acknowledged the struggle to 
find common ground with the 
descendant groups, but said 
city staff must prioritize be-
cause of limited funding for 
grave discovery.

 “It’s a complex process, 
and we’re trying to do it with-
out destroying the other fea-
tures of the park as well, but 
we’ve just about used all the 
money that’s been allocated,” 
Mallamo said. “We’ve re-
quested money in past fiscal 
years, but that has not been 
forthcoming, so we have de-
veloped a process so that in 
the future, as the technology 
improves or funding becomes 
available, we know the sites 
we’ll look at and, in the mean-
time, they’re protected.”
 City Councilor John Chap-
man said the biggest priority 
for the city must be better com-
munication and collaboration 
with the descendant groups.
 “[The descendants] don’t 
necessarily feel like there’s 
been a good streak of com-
municating with city staff,” 
he said. “How do they get 
communications from staff? 
When? And who should the 
communication go to?
 “There’s a lot of mistrust. 
And some times, it’s just a 
question of, ‘Will the city 
deliver on what it says?’ Be-
cause of all of these different 
examples in the past, a lot of 
that comes into play in terms 
of looking to work together in 
the future.”
 On the issue of finding the 
unmarked graves, Chapman 
said he thinks both sides sim-

ply have different perspectives, 
but the same overall goal.
 “I think [in the plan], staff 
kind of looked at it systemati-
cally: ‘What can we do within 
our budget? What can we get 
our hands on in the next num-
ber of years?’” he said. “It’s 
just a systematic plan within 
their scale and funding. While 
that doesn’t necessarily differ, 
I think the descendants are just 
focused on the goal, which is 
to make sure we’re using best 
practices and ensuring 100 per-
cent, without a doubt, every 
grave is found.”
 Chapman said city staff will 
propose a framework and time 
frame for the new committee 
and the proposed work session 
later this month. Washington 
said that if councilors give the 
new committee “some teeth” 
and remain involved in the 
process going forward, the 
descendants might finally see 
positive movement in the ef-
fort to preserve Fort Ward.
 “In the previous century, 
people weren’t as sensitive and 
elected officials were not as sen-
sitive to certain groups, particu-
larly African-Americans,” Wash-
ington said. “But here, in the 21st 
century, this group [of council-
ors] should be — and I do believe 
is — more sensitive. If it takes a 
while to get it right we’ll do that.
 “But right now, it’s not 
right.”

Fort ward 
FROM | 7

JohnMarshallBank.com
M e m b e r

Business Banking Made Easy
You know us. We know you. Our Old Town team  

brings a friendly and helpful flair to your business  

banking needs throughout Alexandria. Stop by our 

newest branch and let us show you why so many  

others have made John Marshall Bank their bank.  

We make business banking easy.   

640 Franklin Street  
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-289-5950 

Ted Johnson, Erik Dorn, Shannon Catlett, Charlie Collum, Pam De Candio and Kerry Donley

PHOTO/SuSan Hale THOmaS
Also at issue in the city’s newly approved Fort Ward Park management 
plan are proposed upgrades for storm water management at the park. 
Descendant groups fear that continued erosion from storm water will 
degrade graves on the site.
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Do You Have Enough to Retire?

In less than 90 minutes, a member of Ric’s Financial 
Independence Team will cover everything you need 
to know about retirement plans, including:

1According to Barron’s, “The formula [used] to rank advisors has three major components: assets managed, revenue produced and quality of the advisor’s practice. Investment returns are not a component of the rankings because an advisor’s returns 
are dictated largely by each client’s risk tolerance. The quality-of-practice component includes an evaluation of each advisor’s regulatory record.” The rankings are based on the universe of applications submitted to Barron’s. The selection process 
begins with a nomination and application provided to Barron’s. Principals of Edelman Financial Services LLC self-nominated the firm and submitted quantitative and qualitative information to Barron’s as requested. Barron’s reviewed and considered 
this information which resulted in the rankings on Aug. 27, 2012/Aug. 28, 2010/Aug. 31, 2009. Ric Edelman is Chairman and CEO of Edelman Financial Services LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor, and CEO, President and a Director of Pinnacle 
Summer Investments, Inc. He is an Investment Advisor Representative who offers advisory services through EFS and a Registered Principal of (and offers securities through) Sanders Morris Harris Inc., an affiliated broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. 
2The Washington Post, Washington Bestsellers Paperback Nonfiction General. April 20, 2014.

This seminar is based on the principles of Ric Edelman, three times ranked #1 Independent Financial Advisor by Barron’s1.

Find out in this 
SEMINAR

The Truth About Retirement Plans and IRAs 

•  The 4 investments you  
should never choose for  
your retirement plan

•  How to invest the contribution 
you make with your current 
paycheck

•  How to invest the money already 
in your account

•  What to do with old, dormant 
retirement accounts

•  and much more!

FREE
Admission

SPECIAL OFFER
Enter Promo Code: 

AT1
All attendees will receive the #1 National Bestseller2

Reserve your seats at 
EdelmanFinancial.com/at1  
or call 800-457-7641

February 10 & 11 
1pm and 7pm

The George Washington 
Masonic Memorial

Alexandria, VA

Alexandria Times_PrintAd_9p3x5p25_0129-0205.indd   1 1/28/2015   10:20:35 AM

Existing program offers 
way around rules restrict-
ing vouchers

By Kathryn watson

 

 Virginia has long received 
poor marks from conservative 
and charter school groups for 
its approach to school choice.
 Time will tell whether that 
changes.
 An education savings ac-
count bill is still up in the air, 
but an already existing tax 
credit scholarship program is 
picking up steam. Enacted by 
the General Assembly in 2012, 
the Education Improvement 
Scholarships Tax Credit offers 
a credit equal to 65 percent of 
the amount a business or per-
son donates to an approved 
scholarship foundation. That 
foundation then foots about 
$2,400, on average, of the bill More students may be able to afford to attend schools like Episcopal High School, as a Virginia tax credit program grows. Seen by school choice 

advocates as an alternative to passing a school voucher program, which is effectively impossible under state law, the program offers a 65 percent 
tax credit for businesses or individuals who donate to an approved scholarship foundation.

Private school scholarships pick up steam in Virginia

SEE scholarship | 10
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Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
If you’ve been thinking about moving to the Hermitage, 

now is one of the best times ever. We’re offering special 
incentives on our beautiful featured apartments.

And once you’ve settled in, you’ll discover why many 
people like you have made the move: the chance to experi-
ence a new lifestyle with an array of services and ameni-
ties. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who appreciates the 
freedom from home maintenance and the opportunity to 
participate in clubs and social activities. Our residents also 
rave about our superb dining service, our courteous and 
helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring and security 
that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h
Move into one  
of our featured 
apartments by 
spring and take 

advantage of   
special incentives, 

saving you  
thousands. 

Call  
703-797-3814  

for details. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  

for low-income and disabled 
students at the private school 
of their choice.
 In a nutshell, it offers anoth-
er option for students who oth-
erwise couldn’t afford one, said 
Chris Braunlich, vice president 

of the Thomas Jefferson Insti-
tute for Public Policy.
 “The trouble is in public 
schools, if a kid is economi-
cally at risk, he’s probably in 
an economically at-risk school, 
and that school may not have 
the resources to address that 
child’s specific learning needs,” 
Braunlich said.

 Right now, the scholar-
ships have helped about 1,000 
students, but that number is 
almost sure to grow. Braun-
lich estimates the program is 
on track to give $5 million in 
scholarships by the end of this 
fiscal year, compared with $2 
million the past fiscal year.
 But there’s an economic 

benefit to the state — and the 
taxpayers. The tax credit the 
state gives the donating busi-
ness or person is less than the 
$4,000 the state would other-
wise give the local school divi-
sion to educate the child.
 “Long story short, the cost 
of the credit is going to be less 
than the amount of money the 
state will save when the stu-
dents don’t enter the public 
school,” Braunlich said.
 It may not be the perfect 
method, but it’s one education 
reformers have opted for in 
light of Virginia’s tricky laws.
 The commonwealth’s lead-
ers in centuries past, trying to 
keep government out of religion 
and put local issues in the hands 
of local governments, passed 
constitutional amendments pro-
hibiting the state from funding 
religious education and plac-
ing all funding authority in the 
hands of local school divisions. 
The courts have vigorously 
upheld those restrictions when 
challenged.
 For advocates of more 
choice in education, that means 
voucher-type options, like oth-
er states have, are virtually im-
possible, and few school divi-
sions are willing to create their 
own competition in the form of 
a charter school.
 “If they don’t want to see 
something innovatively differ-
ent in a local charter school, it 
won’t happen,” Braunlich said.
 Leslie Hiner, vice president 
of programs and state relations 
for the Friedman Foundation 
for Educational Choice, said 
she has hope for Virginia.
 “You have a great tax credit 
there, so now the big thing is to 
make it work, help people un-

derstand how it works, get the 
message out to parents,” Hiner 
said. “That takes time. It just 
takes a lot of time to do that 
outreach.”
 The value of school choice, 
Hiner said, is especially hard to 
elucidate when someone had a 
great experience at a public 
school. The point is, she said, 
is that it’s hard to foresee when 
a child might need a different 
option.
 “If you find yourself in a 
position, like I did, my kids 
were doing very well in pub-
lic schools, up until fifth grade 
came along for my daughter, 
for my oldest,” Hiner said. 
“And all the sudden, I needed 
to do something else. The pub-
lic schools could not offer what 
she needed for her education.”
 It isn’t just students in 
poorly performing schools that 
may need options, Hiner said, 
pointing back to her own cir-
cumstances.
 “This idea that only kids 
living in failing school dis-
tricts, that they’re the only ones 
who may have a need for a dif-
ferent option, is false,” Hiner 
said. “That’s completely and 
totally false. And again, I’ll 
speak from private experience 
of my own, my kids were at-
tending the highest performing 
elementary school in the state, 
and we had to go someplace 
else. So it’s not a knock on the 
schools. It shouldn’t be viewed 
as a knock on the schools, that 
isn’t what this is about.”

Kathryn Watson is an  
investigative reporter for 
Watchdog.org’s Virginia  

Bureau, and can be found on  
Twitter @kathrynw5.

scholarship 
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if you find yourself in a position, 
like i did, my kids were doing 

very well in public schools, up until 
fifth grade came along for my daughter, 
for my oldest. and all the sudden,  
i needed to do something else.  
the public schools could not offer what 
she needed for her education”

- leslie hines 
Vice president, Friedman Foundation for educational choice
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DARE TO EmbRAcE ThE WORlD
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November 15, 2014 at 8:00pm
Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

November 16, 2014 at 3:30pm
George Washington Masonic Memorial

September 27, 2014 at 8:00pm   Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

February 14, 2015 at 8:00pm
Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

February 15, 2015 at 3:30pm
GW Masonic Memorial

May 16, 2015 at 8:00pm   Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

let the Music be the soundtrack of your life!

The 2014-2015 ASO Season

April 11, 2015 at 8:00pm
April 12, 2015 at 3:00pm
Rachel M. Schlesinger Center

sTRAuss AnD bEEThOvEn

featuring duo parnas 
Madalyn Parnas, violin & Cicely Parnas, cello

featuring Jeremy Denk, piano

Elizabeth Overmann 
Soprano

Kim Allen Kluge
Music Director

——————————————————————

703-548-0885
 

www.alexsym.org

Dare to Follow Your Heart

FebruarY 14, 2015
8:00pm concert,  7:00pm pre-concert chat

rachel M. Schlesinger  
concert Hall and arts center

 ———————————

FebruarY 15, 2015
3:30pm concert, 2:30pm pre-concert chat

Historic George washington 
Masonic Memorial
———————————

     MenDelSSoHn’S  A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
    selections from Mozart’S The Magic Flute and more

$5 Youth, $10 Student, $20 to $80 adult

————————————————————————————————————————————

 

Children’s book explores  
the fight against Virginia’s 
interracial marriage ban

By terri schlichenmeyer

 Your best friend’s mom 
never minds if you make too 
much noise. 
 She takes you places and 
gives you snacks, too. She’s a 
really nice lady.
 Your best friend’s dad shows 
you how to do things, and he 
makes you laugh. You like 
spending time at their house.
 But what if there was a 
rule somewhere that said they 
couldn’t be a family? In “The 
Case for Loving” by Selina 
Alko, illustrated by Sean Qualls 
and Selina Alko, there was once 
such a law, and the reason was 
black and white. 
 Falling in love was very easy. 
Richard Loving and Mildred 
Jeter did that right after they met, 
and it didn’t take long for them 
to decide that they wanted to get 

married and raise a family.   
 But there was one problem: 
Richard was white. Mildred was 
“colored.” They didn’t think that 
was a big deal, but in Virginia in 
1958, it was illegal for them to 
get married. Yes, a simple wed-
ding could land them in jail.
 So Mildred and Richard went 
to Washington and tied the knot 
there. Family and friends went to 
the wedding, and everybody was 
happy. The Lovings “couldn’t 
wait” to start their new lives 
back home. 
 Not long after they were 
back in Virginia, though, the 
police came in the middle of 
the night and said that the Lov-
ings’ marriage certificate was 
no good. They put Richard and 
Mildred behind bars because 
their marriage was unlawful — 
and that “was just awful.”  
 In order to stay out of jail 
for good, Richard and Mildred 
had to leave their families and 
move to another state.
 In D.C. again, the Lovings 

tried to settle in. Richard got 
a job. Mildred had three chil-
dren in “three different shades 
of milk-chocolate brown.” But 
the city wasn’t a good place 
for the Lovings. They missed 
their families.
 They weren’t happy so, nine 
years after that late-night visit 
by the police, because times had 
changed, they hired lawyers to 
fight for the right to live in their 
beloved Virginia…
 For any adult who’s too 
young to remember Loving 
v. Virginia (or any child who 
wasn’t born then), “The Case 
for Loving” is a very informa-
tive, eye-opening book. 
 Author Selina Alko says 
in her notes that, as a Jew-
ish white woman, she finds it 
“difficult to imagine” that her 
marriage (to illustrator Sean 
Qualls, an African American) 
might have been illegal 50 
years ago. Kids might find that 
notion to be almost “unbeliev-
able,” too, given that they’ve 

never known a world like one 
described here.
 What parents will want to un-
derstand, however, is this: for its 
4-to-8-year-old target age group 
– particularly for those on the 
younger end — this book could 
be scary, especially the “taken 
away and locked up in jail” part. 

For toddlers, that’s the stuff of 
nightmares, so be warned.
 Still, if you’re prepared 
to explain and you keep the 
youngest audience members in 
mind, this could be a great read-
aloud book. “The Case for Lov-
ing” may become one your kids 
will make noise for.

When Loving wasn’t legal
the BooKworm
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“baskerville” is another 
Arena Stage treasure

By Jordan wright

 As I enjoy the second moun-
tainously entertaining Ken Lud-
wig drawing-room comedy in 
less than a week, I am remind-
ed that the Washington-based 
American playwright is any-
thing but British. So how does 
he nail the stiff-upper-lip satire 
that evokes the stories of P. G. 
Wodehouse?
 Ludwig draws on the 
schadenfreude of watching the 
posh get their comeuppance, a 
premise employed in many of 
his comedies, and one in which 
we can all delight.
 In Arena Stage’s premiere 
of “Baskerville,” Ludwig con-
cocts his fiction around Sher-
lock Holmes and Dr. John Wat-
son, as he does in “The Game’s 

Afoot,” which is just about to 
complete its run at the Little 
Theatre of Alexandria.
 For what sidekick Watson 
describes as “the greatest, most 
dangerous case in his remark-
able career,” Holmes must 
uncover the murderer of Sir 
Hugo, the Lord of Baskerville. 
It is later revealed that a haunt-
ing creature, rumored to be “a 
great black beast,” roams the 
moors and rips out the throats 
of its victims, as in the tale’s 
inspiration, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s original “The Hound 
of the Baskervilles.”
 When the big-hearted 
Texan, Sir Henry, arrives to 
claim his rightful stake in the 
Devonshire estate — “Y’all 
got anything out here I can 
shoot?” — the plot gets even 
more curious.
 Gregory Wooddell plays 
Holmes; Lucas Hall portrays 

Dr. Watson; and four other ac-
tors — Stanley Bahorek, Mi-
chael Glenn, Jane Pfitsch and 
Milo Tindale — play dozens 
of roles while dashing offstage 
lickety-split for changes of 
both costume and character. By 
the second act the audience is 
clued in to the madness of the 
quick change as hats, wigs and 
props are tossed off stage in full 
sight and characters and props 
burst forth from five trapdoors 
embedded in the stage floor.
 As you may imagine, the 
crew is as crucial to the pro-
duction’s helter-skelter pace as 
the actors. Neither group dis-
appoints. Sound effects from 
storms to trains, lighting from 
vaudeville-period stage lights 
to spotlights in full view, and 
props, some of which descend 
from the rafters, all contribute 
to the haunting atmospherics, 
scenes changing as rapidly as 

the costumes and roles.
 There is a night at the opera, 
the fog of the “gimpenmeyer” 
that swallows ponies, Sher-
lock’s bespoke study, the creepy 
castle and multiple scene and 
costume changes that require 
lightning-quick switches.
 Jess Goldstein created the 
period costumes; Philip S. 
Rosenberg designed the dra-
matic lighting effects; Josh-
ua Horvath and Raymond 
Nardelli created the sounds; 
and Gillian Lane-Plescia 
trained the actors in the mul-
tiple dialects. I noted Scot-
tish, English, Texan, Cockney, 
Russian, German and Spanish.
 Bahorek mines a lisping 
Spanish accent as a campy 
concierge in charge of a luxu-
ry hotel where there has been 

some, needless to say, very 
questionable activity. Bear in 
mind this was written before 
the Golden Globe-winning 
film “The Grand Budapest 
Hotel” was released, which 
closely mirrors Ralph Fiennes 
role as the madcap concierge.
 Director Amanda Dehnert, 
whose background is mainly 
in Shakespeare, does a bang-
up job with the pacing, turn-
ing a complex production into 
a seemingly effortless, entire-
ly hilarious, Brit-wit romp.

“Baskerville” runs through 
February 22 at Arena Stage, 

1101 Sixth St. S.E.,  
Washington, DC 20024.  

For tickets and information 
call 202-488-3300 or visit  

www.arenastage.org

scene around town

Chaos reigns as detectives 
search for answers

PHOTO/maRGOT SCHulman 
Gregory Wooddell (right) and Lucas Hall star as Sherlock Holmes and Watson, respectively, in Arena 
Stage’s latest production, “Baskerville.” The duo provides the rational center of a madcap mix of comedy 
and mystery.

PHOTO/maRGOT SCHulman 
The chaos that runs throughout “Baskerville” extends to the cast (clock- 
wise from left: Michael Glenn, Lucas Hall, Stanley Bahorek and Jane 
Pfitsch), who constantly change costumes to fill a litany of different roles.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    FEbruAry 5, 2015 | 13 

each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walkers 
through 36 months) have fun in Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom. 
Playtime features a craft table, book 
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: American Legion, 400 Cam-
eron St., check in at museum first.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

now to February 14

BIRTHNIGHT BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for the 
Birthnight Ball on February 14, learn 
18th-century English country dancing 
from expert dance instructors.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information:  www.shop.alexandriava.gov

 

February 5

LARRY CALVERT COOKIE 
CLASS Join cookie artisan Larry 
Calvert as he teaches you how to make 
and decorate beautiful hand-decorated 
sugar cookies. Six different cookies per 
student will be supplied for making and 
taking home. Only 12 spots are avail-
able, reservations required by email.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035 or lcal-
vert@ttrsir.com

 February 7

VALENTINE’S HONEY FOR YOUR 
HONEY Meet George Wilson, producer  
of award-winning Backyard Farm honeys 
in Gainesville, Va. He will tell his story and 
share his honey, which is unprocessed, 
unpasteurized and contains naturally 
occurring pollen and enzymes.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Olio Tasting Room, 1223 
King St.
Information: 703-909-8196, info@
oliotastingroom.com or www.oliotastin-
groom.com

OLD TOWN BOUTIQUE DISTRICT 
WAREHOUSE SALE The annual 
one-day shopping extravaganza featur-
ing high-end boutique merchandise, 
including clothing, shoes, jewelry, home 
furnishings and more up to 70 or 80 
percent off retail prices.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: George Washington Masonic 
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: www.oldtownboutique-
district.com

THEIR VOICES CAN BE HEARD 
Uncover the story of African Americans 
who migrated to Alexandria, Virginia 
during the Civil War, while learning more 
about a number of local families, led by 
Char McCargo Bah.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

February 7 onwards

DOWNTON ABBEY AT LEE- 
FENDALL TOUR The Lee-Fendall 
House will be offering special “Downton 
Abbey” themed tours of the museum. 
The tours will compare similarities 
between people and places within the 
world of the television series and those 
of the Lee-Fendall House.
Time: 11 a.m Saturdays
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789, 
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org

February 8 - march 1

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON 
See some of the over 140 places in Al-
exandria today that are associated with 
George Washington. Admission is free.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: Ramsay House Visitors 
Center, 221 King St.
Information: 703-539-2549, joeshu-
mard@gmail.com or www.washington-
birthday.net/events

 February 8

WINTER WARMER LADIES TEA 
Choose from a variety of 18th-century 
desserts while you sip John Gadsby’s 
special blend of tea or take a cup of 
American Heritage Chocolate. Historic 
guest Martha Washington will catch you 
up on the latest Alexandria news during 
the tea. Admission costs $35 per person.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

 February 9

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first of 
two sessions in which young people can 

learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

 February 11

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The 
second of two sessions in which young 
people can learn how to give initial help 
to someone showing signs of a mental 
llness or mental health crisis. Registration 
is free, with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

GEORGE WASHINGTON LEC-
TURE Dr. Peter Henriques, Professor 
Emeritus of History from George Mason 
University presents America’s Atlas and 
examines the variety of elements that 
came together to produce the amazing 
leader that George Washington was.
Time: Doors open 7 p.m., lecture 
begins 7:30 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or shop.
alexandriava.gov

 February 14

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S 
BIRTHNIGHT BANQUET AND 
BALL Help re-create the famous 
celebration of George Washington’s 
birthday, set in the year 1799, with an 
18th-century banquet, English country 
dancing, dessert collation and charac-
ter re-enactors. Tickets start at $125 
per person, reservations required.
Time:  5:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

BLUES BABIES Musician and 
educator David B. Cole explores the 
modernization of the blues and its 
influence upon jazz, gospel, rhythm and 
blues, rock ‘n’ roll, soul and other related 
music genres. Admission is free. 
Time: 12:30 to 2 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information:  703-746-4356

calendar 

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

God of  Carnage         2/28 - 3/21

God of Carnage - Join us for the show that the 
New York Times called, “Satisfying primitive 
entertainment.” A playground altercation 
between two boys brings together two sets  
of parents for a meeting to resolve the 
matter. At first all is well, but as the evening 
progresses, the rum flows, the gloves come 
off the night becomes a side-splitting free-
for-all with parents behaving badly! Just how 
easy is it for the veneer covering our animal 
brutality to be stripped away? Come see 
this 2009 Tony Award winner and find out! 
Warning - show contains adult language.

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

Sold out!

SEE calendar | 19

Coq au Vin  •  Demi-Baguette
Frisée & Baby Greens Salad 

Heart-shaped Coeur de Bray Cheese & Preserves
Salted Caramel Brownies • Red Wine  & Sparkling 

Wine  $110, serves two

Reserve on eShop ~ store.societyfair.net 

Dinner to Go

277 South Washington Street  •  societyfair.net

The Fair has it all for Valentine’s Day!

Local Artisan Chocolates
Wine & Cocktail Mixes

Cakes, Caramels, & Sweets 

Perfect gifts for the one you love!

Celebrate Valentine’s Day  
friDay - sunDay

with our special three-course prix fixe dinner  
in addition to our regular menu

1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-0001 ♥ www.indigolanding.com

Call today for Valentines Dinner reservations

We ♥ Alexandria

Valentine’s Day in Alexandria
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2014 DONORS. SEE WHAT GOOD A GIFT TO ACT’S INITIATIVES & OPERATIONS CAN DO...
5 EXTRAORDINARY THINGS

 YOU HELPED MAKE POSSIBLE IN 2014! 
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Investment Group 
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Steuerle
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Washington Forrest 
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Keith Frederick
Steven Fuller & 
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Anderson
John Arundel
AWA Family 

Foundation
Justin Wilson & Alex 
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Frank Duffy
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Douglas Fleming
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Grant Thornton
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Micaela Jones
Paul & Lisa 

Kaplowitz
Barbara Keenan
Bernard & Sue 

Kellom
Donald & Ann Kelly
Susan Kerr
Robin Kershner
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Allen & Margie 

Lomax
Tim & Beth Lovain
Jennifer Lubold
Nathan Macek
William & 

Raymonda 
Mackay

Tammy Mann
Phyllippa Marburg
Jeffrey Mays
Timothy & Lisa 

McAllister
Paul McAndrews
Maureen McCarty
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Meetings and 
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Judith Miller
Becky Moore
Dylan Morris
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Melissa New
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Veronica Nolan
Judith Nordin
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Linda Odell
Mike & Mary Oliver
J . Denis O’Toole
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F.J. & Redella 

Pepper
Robin  Perry
Bill & Cathleen 

Phelps
St Julian Pollars
Bryan & Karin 

Porter
Teresa Preston
Scott Price
Greg & Ann 
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Jonathan Rak
Ann Southerlyn 

Reisig
John & Joan Renner
Gayle Reuter
Gail Richmond
Janet Riksen
Ralph Rosenbaum
Barbara Rosenfeld
Barbara Ross
Michele Ross
Stacey Roy
Eliza Saunders
Suellen Savukas
George Sawyer
Deborah Schaffer
Sherry Schiller
Heather Scott
Joan Singer
Laurent & Elizabeth 
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Peter & Katharine 
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Ruth Smith

Patricia Stevens
Patricia Sugrue
Susan Sullivan
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Yolanda Taylor
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Leslie Tourigny
Catherine Tyler
Harrison Tyler
Townsend Van Fleet
Eduardo Velarde
Marian Wahlgren
Mary-Frances Wain
Donald Waldroup
Sean Walsh
Mary Anne Warner
Emily Watson
Mary Ann Way
Megan Webb
Margaret 

Whitesides
Anderson Williams
Paul Wilson
Allan & Susan Winn
Darcy Woessner
Stephanie Wright
Brandi Yee
A SPECIAL 

THANKS TO:
CHARITABLE 

FUND 
HOLDERS

Abigail Scheflen 
Fund

Afghan Education 
Fund

Alexandria 
Sportsman Club 
Scholarship Fund

Alexandria STEM 
Education Fund

Alexandria 
Third Century 
Scholarship Fund

Alexandria Yellow 
Cab Fund

Bollerer Family 
Fund

Bruhn-Morris Family 
Fund

Campbell Kent Fund

Campbell Junior 
AJROTC Fund

Caroline McConnell 
Fund

Christopher W. 
Brown and Mimi 
Conger Fund

Clarke & Sampson, 
Inc. Charitable 
Foundation Fund

Collis Waner 
Foundation Fund

Cryor DiNardo 
Family Fund

Davis-Kenimer Fund
Elisabeth 

Kannenberg Fund
Fairfax and Wilkes 

Fund
Fiske Family Fund
Flachs Family Fund
Frank Fannon IV 

Fund
Frantz Family Fund
Freeman N. Jelks III 

Family Fund
Harry and Maria 

Hopper Fund
Jeannie 

Shaughnessy 
Family Giving 
Fund

Jennifer Scheflen 
Fund

Joan Huffer and 
Robert Dugger 
Family Fund

Katherine Scheflen 
Fund

Koopman-Eaton 
Fund

Lynch Family Fund
MacRae Family 

Foundation Fund
Manchester-

Stapleton Family 
Fund

Mark and Cindy 
Anderson Fund

Martha and Scott 
Harris Fund

Mason Hirst 
Foundation Fund

Maury Lane Fund
Merritt Healthy Kids 

in Alexandria 
Fund

Mike and Louise 
Kenny Fund

Moose Charitable 
Fund

Neuhaus-
Speck Family 
Foundation Fund

Norma Steuerle 
Support 
Alexandria Fund

O’Shaughnessy 
Family Fund

Ottilie Fund
Paik Family Fund
Paul Weeks II 

Memorial Fund
R. Graham & Sue 

Ellen Setliff Fund
Renshaw-Porter 

Family Fund
Rita Susswein 

Gottesman Fund
Ross Family Fund
Sarah King and 

Lyles Carr 
Charitable Fund

Toskey Fund
Virginia and Edward 

Caress Family 
Fund 

FIELD OF 
INTEREST 
FUNDS

Early Care and 
Education Fund

Give Back 
Alexandria Fund

The Giving Circle of 
Alexandria Fund

Healthy Alexandria 
Giving Circle 
Fund

Rock & Stroll to End 
Homelessness 
Fund

RunningBrooke 
Fund 

Pushed Spring2ACTion Fundraising Over The 
$1 Million Mark

More than 120 nonprofits serving 
children, families, and individuals 
in Alexandria worked hard to raise 
$1,031,282 during Spring2ACTion, 
our city’s 24 hour online giving day.

Created an Early Care and Education Fund
Funds raised will help ACT 
educate and engage the 
community about the importance 
of investing in early childhood 
services. 

Protected the Charitable Deduction
We, in partnership with others in the 
broader nonprofit sector, are raising 
awareness about the value of the 
charitable deduction and its impact 
on support for essential, local 
community services. 

Increased ACT’s Grantmaking and 
Community Leadership 

Over the past decade, ACT, in 
partnership with our charitable 
fund holders, has awarded 
more than $9 MILLION to 
nonprofits, working to improve 
our community and beyond.

Educated and Provided Leadership Training 
for Alexandria’s Nonprofit Executives 

ACT’s IMPACT forum and LEAD 
(Leadership, Excellence and 
Development) nonprofit executive 
coaching program provide 
opportunities for innovation, 
leadership development and 
cross-sector collaboration. 

CONTACT US
1421 Prince Street, Suite 220  Alexandria, VA 22314

703-739-7778 | www.actforalexandria.org 
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Donald Waldroup
Sean Walsh
Mary Anne Warner
Emily Watson
Mary Ann Way
Megan Webb
Margaret 

Whitesides
Anderson Williams
Paul Wilson
Allan & Susan Winn
Darcy Woessner
Stephanie Wright
Brandi Yee
A SPECIAL 

THANKS TO:
CHARITABLE 

FUND 
HOLDERS

Abigail Scheflen 
Fund

Afghan Education 
Fund

Alexandria 
Sportsman Club 
Scholarship Fund

Alexandria STEM 
Education Fund

Alexandria 
Third Century 
Scholarship Fund

Alexandria Yellow 
Cab Fund

Bollerer Family 
Fund

Bruhn-Morris Family 
Fund

Campbell Kent Fund

Campbell Junior 
AJROTC Fund

Caroline McConnell 
Fund

Christopher W. 
Brown and Mimi 
Conger Fund

Clarke & Sampson, 
Inc. Charitable 
Foundation Fund

Collis Waner 
Foundation Fund

Cryor DiNardo 
Family Fund

Davis-Kenimer Fund
Elisabeth 

Kannenberg Fund
Fairfax and Wilkes 

Fund
Fiske Family Fund
Flachs Family Fund
Frank Fannon IV 

Fund
Frantz Family Fund
Freeman N. Jelks III 

Family Fund
Harry and Maria 

Hopper Fund
Jeannie 

Shaughnessy 
Family Giving 
Fund

Jennifer Scheflen 
Fund

Joan Huffer and 
Robert Dugger 
Family Fund

Katherine Scheflen 
Fund

Koopman-Eaton 
Fund

Lynch Family Fund
MacRae Family 

Foundation Fund
Manchester-

Stapleton Family 
Fund

Mark and Cindy 
Anderson Fund

Martha and Scott 
Harris Fund

Mason Hirst 
Foundation Fund

Maury Lane Fund
Merritt Healthy Kids 

in Alexandria 
Fund

Mike and Louise 
Kenny Fund

Moose Charitable 
Fund

Neuhaus-
Speck Family 
Foundation Fund

Norma Steuerle 
Support 
Alexandria Fund

O’Shaughnessy 
Family Fund

Ottilie Fund
Paik Family Fund
Paul Weeks II 

Memorial Fund
R. Graham & Sue 

Ellen Setliff Fund
Renshaw-Porter 

Family Fund
Rita Susswein 

Gottesman Fund
Ross Family Fund
Sarah King and 

Lyles Carr 
Charitable Fund

Toskey Fund
Virginia and Edward 

Caress Family 
Fund 

FIELD OF 
INTEREST 
FUNDS

Early Care and 
Education Fund

Give Back 
Alexandria Fund

The Giving Circle of 
Alexandria Fund

Healthy Alexandria 
Giving Circle 
Fund

Rock & Stroll to End 
Homelessness 
Fund

RunningBrooke 
Fund 

Pushed Spring2ACTion Fundraising Over The 
$1 Million Mark

More than 120 nonprofits serving 
children, families, and individuals 
in Alexandria worked hard to raise 
$1,031,282 during Spring2ACTion, 
our city’s 24 hour online giving day.

Created an Early Care and Education Fund
Funds raised will help ACT 
educate and engage the 
community about the importance 
of investing in early childhood 
services. 

Protected the Charitable Deduction
We, in partnership with others in the 
broader nonprofit sector, are raising 
awareness about the value of the 
charitable deduction and its impact 
on support for essential, local 
community services. 

Increased ACT’s Grantmaking and 
Community Leadership 

Over the past decade, ACT, in 
partnership with our charitable 
fund holders, has awarded 
more than $9 MILLION to 
nonprofits, working to improve 
our community and beyond.

Educated and Provided Leadership Training 
for Alexandria’s Nonprofit Executives 

ACT’s IMPACT forum and LEAD 
(Leadership, Excellence and 
Development) nonprofit executive 
coaching program provide 
opportunities for innovation, 
leadership development and 
cross-sector collaboration. 

CONTACT US
1421 Prince Street, Suite 220  Alexandria, VA 22314

703-739-7778 | www.actforalexandria.org 
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PHOTO/CHRiS Teale 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes prepare for a faceoff against Bishop O’Connell during the Saints’ 5-3 win 
over the Knights at the Kettler IcePlex.

Alexandria Renew Enterprises cleans the dirty water that’s pumped to our major 
intercepting sewer lines from the smaller sewer lines owned and maintained by the City. 

Beginning in February and ending in July, we will perform preventive maintenance on the 
Potomac Interceptor by cleaning the pipes to ensure dirty water flows freely.  

Want to learn more? Visit us at www.alexrenew.com or call 703-549-3383.

AlexRenew customers...

It’s time
to clean the pipes.

sports

Icing the competition Saints hockey emphasizes 
high standards amidst  
season of success

By chris teale

 
  On the left wing and de-
fense, the senior captain of the 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
hockey team, William “Drew” 
Butler, dreams of attending 
either Brown University or 
the University of Virginia and 
playing club hockey. Another 
senior, goalkeeper Zachary 
Phan, came to the sport four 
years ago after a decade in the 
frame of a lacrosse goal.
 In front of them, sopho-
more center Max Simpson 
has played since he was 5 
years old, thanks to the influ-
ence of his Canadian mother. 
Simpson’s stick skills were on 
display at the Kettler IcePlex 
in Ballston as the Saints saw 
off the challenge of Bishop 
O’Connell 5-3, thanks in large 
part to Simpson’s hat trick and 
a strong team defensive effort 
led by Phan.
 It improves SSSAS’s record 
to 9-4-2 overall on the season 
in the Interstate Athletic Con-
ference and the Mid-Atlantic 
Prep Hockey League, where 
they are top of the A Division’s 
West conference.
 That team-effort mentality 
and a strong sense of camara-
derie has propelled the Saints 
atop the standings, even with 
just three seniors and two ju-
niors on their current roster, 
as well as a general increase in 
hockey players across the area.
 “Ever since my freshman 
year, we’ve been building and 
trying to get new players,” 
Butler said after the game. 
“We brought in loads of new 
players and in practice we’ve 
stressed the little things and 
doing the little things right.
 “In my freshman year, we 
had maybe two wins and de-
cided that wasn’t good enough, 
so the coaches have helped a 
lot, they’re dedicated and get 
us where we need to be. This 
year we’re competitive, so we 
owe a lot to our coaches and 

to the players who have come 
before. We’re a pretty small 
roster, but we work hard and 
have some highly skilled play-
ers and we’re smarter than 
some of the other teams.”
 Phan agrees, and believes 
that the strong bonds the Saints 
have forged this season have 
them well positioned for what 
could be a possible champion-
ship run.
 “I think our team really 
meshes this year,” he said. 
“We have a great group of guys 
who are all friends. It’s a great 
locker-room, we all get along 
together. It’s a close-knit group 
this year.”
 The team is led by head 
coach Evan Donnelly and 
Christopher Miller, both of 
whom graduated from St. 
Stephen’s and St. Agnes in 
2005. Donnelly has been in 
charge since 2011, and be-
lieves their recent success 
has come in large part be-
cause of the high standards 
the team sets for itself in 
both practices and games.
 “We just emphasize ac-
countability and doing the little 
things right,” he said. “If you 
do the little things right, you 
come focused and willing to 
work hard. The rest of the stuff 
falls into place. We’ll teach 
them the skills and the strate-
gies they need, but if they’re 
willing to come and work hard 
and focus and do the little 
things, that helps. It’s a family 
atmosphere too.”
 Donnelly believes his three 
seniors have helped enormous-
ly in showing their freshman 
and sophomore teammates 
what it takes to be victorious.
 “It’s a very young team, 
we like the future of what we 
have,” he said. “The seniors 
are really setting the bench-
mark and letting the younger 
kids know what it takes to be 
a leader and what it’s like to 
go up against the best teams in 
the area. The young guys are 
learning a lot, even though it’s 
a small senior class, they’re a 

SEE saints  | 17
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STrAIghT up
TIME FOR HAPPY HOUR

Happy Hour
Tuesday_Friday

5:30 - 7pm

www.bistrotroyal.com

PHOTO/CHRiS Teale 
Saints goalkeeper Zachary Phan clings to the puck after a strong shot 
from a Bishop O’Connell attacker. SSSAS went on to win the game 5-3.

big part of the team and they 
teach the lessons to the young 
kids that they need to learn.”
 Butler, who was an alter-

nate captain for the Saints last 
year and also helms the North-
ern Virginia Ice Dogs club 
team, relishes the opportunity 
to be a leader.
 “[Leadership is] fun and is 
an important quality to build,” 

saints 
FROM | 16

Butler said. “The coaches 
help, I learned a lot from the 
upperclassmen before me, I 
can’t say enough about them. 
It’s been a long road, I’ve 
definitely learned a lot from 
the people ahead of me, but 
it’s nice to be captain here and 
give back to a program that’s 
given me a lot.”
 The Saints have just four 
games left on their regular sea-
son schedule before the start 
of what they hope will be suc-
cessful playoff campaigns in 
the IAC and MAPHL. While 
there is still plenty of work to 
do, the team is hopeful they 
can be successful.
 “I think we can win mul-
tiple championships with this 
team,” Simpson said. “We’ve 
got a good core of guys and 
good coaches here.”
 “When they play smart 
and give 100 percent and do 
the little things right, I think 
they can play with every team 
they go up against,” Donnelly 
added. “We’ve just got to take 
it one game at a time and see 
how far they go.”

to Advertise your 
RestauRant oR BaR’s Happy HouR  

contact the Alexandria times  
703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com.

Mon._ Fri.
5 _ 7pm



18 | FEbruAry 5, 2015 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

 I genuinely believe that a I 
was babysitting a friend’s tod-
dler ages ago and learned a les-
son I will never forget — and 
one that everybody should take 
to heart.
 I took the little boy to a bo-
tanical garden to see the pretty 
flowers and check out the 
enormous koi pond 
while his parents 
attended a work 
event. He was, natu-
rally, fascinated by 
the varying sizes of 
the fish. The same 
could not be said  
for me.
 Completely out 
of my comfort zone 
and in the effort to make con-
versation, I exclaimed, “Wow! 
Look at the fat one!” 
 He corrected me saying that 
“fat” was not a nice word and 
that we should instead call it 
“the larger fish.” 
 I was impressed and embar-
rassed. It isn’t every day I get 
schooled by a 3-year-old, and I 
won’t soon forget the lesson.

 This eye-opening baby-
sitting experience has stuck 
with me. I think of that day 
often, especially when I’m 
caring for overweight ani-
mals, and even more so when  
I hear clients and loved ones 
refer to their pets as “fat cats,” 
“chunky monkeys” and “plump 

pups,”among oth-
er things.
   In a way, such 
nicknames are 
cute. But in more 
ways, they’re not. 
     Fat jokes at the 
expense of our 
pets are just as 
tasteless as those 
that are aimed at 

humans. To me, they are almost 
worse, especially if you consider 
how debilitating excess weight 
can be for our beloved animals. 
 Oh, and it’s worth thinking 
about how we, as their guard-
ians, are entirely responsible for 
preventing the many health risks 
associated with pet obesity.
 As I said in a column a 
couple of years back, our dogs 

don’t go into the fridge and pre-
pare peanut butter and bacon 
sandwiches in the middle of 
the night. Our cats only break 
into their treat bags if they are 
left out and unattended. And it’s 
only so often that dogs counter-
surf or break into trashcans, and 
their humans usually are equal-
ly to blame for these mishaps. 
 In other words, our pets 
aren’t overfeeding and over 
indulging themselves.
 So, before you feed your 
pets more than you should, be-
fore you take offense to your 
veterinarian’s recommendations 
on your pet’s weight, before you 
give your pet the extra treat they 
didn’t earn, and before you come 
up with a new-and-improved fat 
joke for your pet, remember this: 
Fat is as ugly a word as diabetes, 
heart disease and all the other 
ailments you could be inviting 
into your pet’s life if you don’t 
do them the favor of watching 
their weight for them.

The writer is the owner  
of The Wag Pack.

Your pet’s health is in your hands
pet matters

By Isabel Alvarez

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Kingstowne
Cat Clinic

5830 Kingstowne Center Dr.
Suite 120, Alexandria, VA 22315

(703) 922-8228 (9-CAT-CAT)
Fax: (703) 922-4064

www.kingstownecatclinic.com

Fat jokes at 
the expense 

of our pets are just 
as tasteless as those 
that are aimed at 
humans. to me, they 
are almost worse.”

Scuda is a dear girl who will 
make your home as warm  
and cuddly as she is!   
She’s a laid back kitty who 
just wants a forever home, 
preferably on her own.   
Is that with you?   
Come meet her on Saturday 
or Sunday from 1:30 pm to 
4:30 pm. For more information 
contact King Street Cats.

Silly Scuda! 

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

NEWLY RENOVATED APARTMENTS

NOW LEASING

OLD TOWN NEW DIGS
BRIDGEYARDLIVING.COM
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February 15

MADEIRA TASTING Enjoy George 
Washington’s favorite drink on his festive 
weekend. Learn about the history of 
Madeira and its consumption by our 
Founding Fathers while enjoying it with 
food pairings.
Time:  3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

February 16

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
BIRTHDAY PARADE The largest 
parade celebrating Washington’s 
birthday in the United States marches 
a one-mile route through Old Town. 
With nearly 3,500 participants, this 
community parade honors one of the 
Port City’s favorite sons. 
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: King Street at Royal Street
Information: 703-539-2549 or www.
washingtonbirthday.net

PARADE DAY OPEN HOUSE 
Enjoy the annual George Washington 
parade and tour the Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum for free.
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information:703-746-3853 or apoth-
ecary.museum@alexandriava.gov

PARADE DAY OPEN HOUSE 
Enjoy the annual George Washington 
parade and tour Carlyle House for free.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information:703-549-2997, carlyle@
nvrpa.org or www.carlylehouse.org

REVOLUTIONARY WAR REEN-
ACTMENT Historic camp and tactical 
demonstrations throughout the day 
including a Revolutionary War skirmish 
at 2 p.m. between the Redcoats and the 
Continental Army. Admission is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum and His-
toric Site, 4301 West Braddock Road
Information: 703-539-2549, joeshu-
mard@gmail.com or www.washington-
birthday.net

February 17

HOMESCHOOL DAY: CELEBRAT-
ING WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY 
In honor of George Washington’s 
birthday on February 22, learn how the 
citizens of Alexandria celebrated his 

birthday in the late 1790s in Gadsby’s 
Tavern. Admission is $8, adults free.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location:  Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

TOMB CEREMONY Colonial 
military and civilians honor the soldiers 
of the American Revolution.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Old Presbyterian Meeting 
House, 323 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-539-2549, joeshu-
mard@gmail.com or www.washington-
birthday.net/events

February 21-22

TEA WITH MARTHA WASH-
INGTON Experience history with 
Martha Washington as she discusses 
18th-century tea customs as well as 
the fashion of the period. Party attire 
requested. Admission is $25.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

February 21

IF YOU LIVED IN SLAVERY Partic-
ipants will experience the house from the 
perspective of its enslaved inhabitants, 
exploring the unique differences between 
slavery in cities and on plantations. The 
tour will include the servant’s wing and 
kitchen area with its service bells, which 
are not regularly open to the public.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum 
& Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789, 
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org

BLACK HISTORY LIVE WITH 
“THE CULTURE QUEEN” Jessica 
“Culture Queen” Smith encourages 
children to take ownership of their 
roles as cultural ambassadors for their 
communities. She will take a fresh and 
culturally-relevant approach to enhanc-
ing children’s personal connections to lo-
cal and national African American history 
through music, movement and crafts.
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

February 22

GEORGE WASHINGTON SYM-
POSIUM Each year, leading scholars 
of the life and era of George Washington 
are invited to the Memorial to share 
their insights. The theme of this year’s 
George Washington Symposium is “Lib-
erty’s Alliance: Washington, Lafayette 
and Europeans’ Support of American 
Independence,” with three speakers 

scheduled: Stuart Leibiger of La Salle 
University in Philadelphia; Benjamin 
Huggins from the University of Virginia; 
and Julia Osman of Mississippi State 
University. Admission is free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: George Washington Masonic 
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: 703-683-2007 or www.
gwmemorial.org

February 23

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

AGENDA: ALEXANDRIA 
Agenda:Alexandria presents “Down the 
Hatch: Alexandria’s  Luscious Libations”  
with Steve Bashore, Bill Butcher and 
Todd Thrasher. Dinner catered by Bitter-
sweet Catering. Reservations required. 
Tickets cost $32 for members and $37 
for non-members if reserved before 
February 20. After February 20, tickets 
cost $37 for members and $42 for non-
members.  The program only is free to 
members and $5 for non-members.
Time: Dinner at 6:45 p.m., program at 
7:15 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage 5000 Fair-
banks Ave.
Information: 703-548-7089 or 
agendaalexandria@aol.com

February 24

MUSIC AT MOUNT VERNON 
CONCERT SERIES Three concerts 
of chamber music, performed by 
members of the National Symphony 
Orchestra. Each performance is pref-
aced by a brief piece of Mount Vernon 
history, while afterwards guests enjoy 
champagne and gourmet chocolates 
with the musicians.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000,  
info@mountvernon.org or www.mount-
vernon.org

February 25

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.

Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

march 3

MORRISON HOUSE PRESENTS: 
HAMPTON MANSION AND 
THE C Join local historian John H. 
Sprinkle Jr., Ph.D of the National Park 
Service for an animated discussion on 
the Hampton Mansion and the estab-
lishment of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location:  Morrison House Hotel, 116 
S. Alfred St.
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

march 4

CIVIL WAR LECTURE Scott Nelson 
discusses the end of the war and its 

aftermath, the ways that Americans 
viewed the struggle by 1865 and how 
they began to form their own under-
standing of it. Seating is limited, $5 
donation requested.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

march 7

JAVA JOLT – PALEOERA ARTI-
FACTS AND ARTFORMS William 
“Jack” Hranicky, a former chair of the 
Alexandria Archaeological Commission, 
will present an illustrated lecture on 
recently discovered Virginia artifacts and 
art forms. Light refreshments will be 
served. Seating is limited and reserva-
tions are recommended.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology Mu-
seum, 105 N. Union St., Suite #327
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Here Comes Fun! ~ 
Shelter staff report an increase in their  

laughter quotient since the arrival of Bo Peep.  
At age 6, the antics of this Catahoula Hound +  

Terrier mix have been keeping them entertained. 
Well-mannered, she is athletic, and will enjoy  

going on walks with her new human.  
She’ll bring good cheer to her new home.

 
For FurtHer inFo aBout CataHoula Hounds  

Please Call 703-746-4774 and Visit us at 
www.alexandriaanimals.org  

tHanK You

calendar 

FROM | 13
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at home

By elaine marKoutsas 

 Color trends come and go, 
but certain hues are perennial 
hangers-on. Take red, for ex-
ample.
 Chicago interior designer 
Alessandra Branca is a known 
red lover. When she designed 
a collection of fabrics for 
Schumacher, red played a star-
ring role. Sometimes her ap-
proach is playful, like pairing 
red-and-white ticking stripe 
lampshades with antique gilt 
bronze candlestick lamps. 
Google her work, and the 
rooms that pop up are laced 
with the fiery hue that seems 
to explode in every shot. She 

mostly likes it on the coral 
side, and the fact that she’s 
pretty passionate about Pom-
peian shades speaks to her 
Italian heritage.
 New York-based designer 
Alexa Hampton knows how 
to shake things up with red. 
While most of the furnish-
ings she designs for Hickory 
Chair are classic, quiet neu-
trals with occasional bursts of 
color, she wowed High Point, 
North Carolina, furniture 
marketgoers when she rolled 
out several entire spaces in 
ravishing red. On the walls, 
in upholstery, as accessories 
— and, for ultra drama, as a 
kind of racing ribbon stripe 

down the backside of a zebra-
patterned chair.
 “Red wakes you up,” says 
Hampton. “When you paint 
a room red, you have a point 
of view, so don’t use it if you 
want to hedge.”
 Like red lipstick, we love 
the stroke of sass. It’s bold. 
It’s sexy. Like a lightning bolt, 
it instantly grabs your atten-
tion. It’s loaded with energy. 
It evokes passion and love, 
which is why it will be much 
talked about this month, with 
all those cliches of hearts and 
red roses, the color of valen-
tines. But perhaps especially 

PHOTO/HiCKORY CHaiR    
Red walls create a rich backdrop for furnishings designed by Alexa 
Hampton for Hickory Chair. A skirted red chair has a feminine sensi-
bility, with its skirt and scallops, balanced with nailhead detailing. But 
skirted or not, the chair’s proportions work so that even a tall man 
would feel comfortable.SEE color | 21

PHOTOS/DS CReaTive GROuP

Color of the year 
makes its mark in 2015

home oF the weeK

 This elegant 3,400 square-
foot town home is rich with 
architectural details and qual-
ity appointments. There is a 
fabulous open concept floor 
plan with 9-foot ceilings, rich 
moldings and wainscoting, tall 
windows and gleaming hard-
wood floors on two levels. 
 The foyer entry welcomes 
you to the first level, which 
has a den/office and recreation 
room. The main level features 
a light-filled living room and a 
formal dining room complete 
with a two-sided gas fireplace. 

There is also a gorgeous chef’s 
kitchen with breakfast area, 
granite counters and island 
with breakfast bar, stainless 
steel appliances and beautiful 
42-inch cabinets.
 On the upper level, there are 
three bedrooms including the 
owner’s suite with a luxury en 
suite bathroom and walk-in clos-
ets. The fourth level boasts a 
spacious family room with full 
bathroom and a rooftop deck. 
In addition, this property is con-
venient to shops and restaurants 
and is just two stoplights to D.C.

Luxury Living in desirable potomac greens

At a glance:
Location: 1847 Potomac Greens Drive,
    Alexandria, VA 22314  
Neighborhood: Potomac Greens
price: $924,900
built: 2010

bedrooms: 3
baths: 3 Full, 2 half
parking: Attached 2 car garage
Amenities: Pool, fitness center, tot lots
Contact:  Christine Garner, Weichert, Realtors 
703-587-4855, cghomes@hotmail.com
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because the Pantone Color of 
the Year for 2015 is not red, 
but Marsala.
 Pantone describes the 
color as a “robust and earthy 
wine red and says Marsala 
“enriches our minds, bodies 
and souls.”
 While the chip appears to 
be a milky, chocolatey rose, 
interpretations run from ma-
roon to burgundy, dusty to 
dark. There are subtle differ-
ences in all reds from wine-
y to bright, and designers 
seem to be tap dancing to find 
the part of the spectrum that 
works for them. 
 “I’ve seen way too many 
burgundy dining rooms ... to 
love this color again anytime 
soon,” opined Maria Killam, 
author of the Color Me Hap-
py blog.
 Designer and TV person-
ality Courtney Cachet was 
a bit more blunt. “I am not 
feeling this year’s color at 
all. It’s a little confining as 
it relates to coordinating (el-
ements) ... and kind of blah. 
Marsala feels like Oxblood’s 
sister who’s late to the party 
wearing the same — on sale 
— outfit. Maybe in fashion — 
for home it kind of sucks.”
 Ouch. But she goes on 
to explain: “Red is so much 
richer, prettier. It’s a color 
you can work with,” she says, 
noting that in her own din-
ing room, which has navy 
walls and white moldings, 
she chose cranberry red vel-
vet chairs for pop. “You don’t 
have to perk up red with gold 
or metallic,” she says.
 Actually, Hampton likes a 
“more fun cousin” to Marsa-
la: Farrow and Ball’s Brinjal. 
“It is a wonderful reddish-
purple. I just used it in a room 
that has purple, pale blue, red 
accents and mahogany doors. 
It really rocked.” 
 Often a favorite on run-
ways, red again made a splash 
with fall and winter fashions 
from Versace, Dolce & Gab-
bana and Prada.
 As the tartan plaids at J. 

Crew attest, it can be sporty or 
elegant and luxurious, as in Os-
car de la Renta taffeta.
 And it’s a hue that is well-
suited for the most traditional 
to the most modern furni-
ture. But a little goes a long 
way. Going monochromatic, 
changing up an all-white or 
all-beige bland to all-crimson 
could be way over the top 
spicy for most.
 The power of red is imme-
diately apparent. Consider a 
brown leather wing chair. Then 
imagine the same piece in red 
leather. Pow. A star in a neutral 
room, still not overpowering, 
though — and still with a mas-
culine enough edge to appeal 
to guys. 
 More sleek, contemporary 
silhouettes positively pop in 
scarlet (think red Ferrari). Its 
directness takes shape well. 
Sculptural sofas, for example, 
such as one designed by Er-
wan and Ronan Bouroullec for 
Ligne Roset are brilliant in red. 
Sinuous forms speak volumes 
in red. And tables and chests of 

drawers assume a new level of 
gravitas in red.
 Designer John Strauss was 
floored when he made a seem-
ingly simple change to a mid-
century styled night table from 
a collection called Green Bay 
Road, which he had specified 
in walnut with contemporary 
stainless steel bar pulls. At the 
fall High Point furniture mar-
ket, he showed the retro-look 
piece in red lacquer with black 
button knobs and it was a rev-
elation.
 “It has pop,” says Strauss, 
whose company, JS Home, is 
located in Canton, Ohio, where 
he works with an Amish com-
munity in sustainable materi-
als. “It is sophisticated. It has 
depth and a mystique.”
 “I think everyone under-
stands the power of red lac-
quer,” says Hampton. “A red 
lacquer screen, for example, 
can be so elegant. A bright red 
lacquer coffee table can be 
very youthful and edgy.”
 An area rug with a touch of 
red lifts a gray or beige setting. 

Also grounding is wall color 
— paint or wallcovering in 
red, which can serve as a warm 
backdrop. Some designers are 
fond of playing up red in a pow-
der room, as it’s a small space 
that you’re not in for a very long 
time. Other designers have used 
red drapery or Roman shades 
in a creamy interior, accenting 
with matching pillows, throws, 
accessories or flowers. Or, more 
quietly, as a red banding on 
window treatments.
 You can dial down the dra-
ma with smaller-scale accents 
that still make strong state-
ments. Lighting is one way to 
go. Choose an all-red lamp, 
like the mini globe Eclisse 
from Artemide. Or one with 
just a touch of red — like a 
jewel inset in the Gem lamp, 
a cagey burnished gold piece 
with black shade from Koket. 
 Designers even have played 
with reds in acrylic and Lucite 
— quite fetching, especially 
in a traditional style Chinese 
stool, where it looks as fresh as 
the iconic transparent polycar-
bonate Ghost chair by Philippe 

Starck for Kartell.
 Hampton does caution 
that red — especially when it 
envelops a space — can feel 
too hot. “I have often taken 
a nail polish to my painter to 
color match because there are 
so many great sharp reds for 
nails that don’t have too much 
yellow.
 “A great way to use red is 
with a bunch of whites and 
neutrals,” says Hampton. “It 
can make the room feel mod-
ern, in spite of the use of such 
a traditional jewel tone. The 
designer also loves the com-
bination of black and red. “It 
makes me think of my father,” 
she says. Her late father, dec-
orator Mark Hampton, was 
an icon of classic American 
style. “Red with orange and 
pink makes me think of Da-
vid Hicks and his great, play-
ful geometrics. I love red 
and plum for sheer sexiness. 
It would be a perfect dining 
room.”
 Red is known to stimulate 
the appetite. Just watch the 
calories.

PHOTO/liGne ROSeT    
The Ploum settee by Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec is like a magnet in 
this color, but comfort is the heart of its design. Ample dimensions 
plus a stretchable covering and ultra-sofa foam make it a kind of a 
destination nest.

color 
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is offering Winter discounts on:
Paver Patios, Retaining Walls,

and Driveways ! 
Serving Alexandria and Fairfax county.

From $13 a square foot. 
Includes removal of old surface!

Contact Dan @ 
202-957-1520 

“Bo” the 
landscape dog

Mt Diablo LandscapingMt Diablo Landscaping



22 | FEbruAry 5, 2015 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
 Riding home from the 
West End on the AT8 DASH 
bus, I sat with a teenager and 
his skateboard, and when I 
learned he was going to the 
city’s skateboard park, I de-
cided to get off and watch for 
a while.
 Soon after arriving, the 
handful of teenagers and 
young adults swelled to a 
score, none particularly adept 
at anything more than balanc-
ing on their boards, apparent-
ly still assimilating the skills 
to maneuver ramps and rails 
in the bitter cold, brisk breeze 

and bright Saturday sunshine.
 I found especially amusing 
the one who wended his way 
through his various maneuver 
attempts with a lit cigarette 
in his mouth. Watching these 
learners from my close van-
tage point, I realized that skate-
boarding, as more than a means 
of transit, requires precise ma-
neuvering and perfect balance, 
coordination, and timing. 
 A quarter of the skateboard-
ers were white, another quarter 
black, and the rest Hispanic or 
Asian, yet their camaraderie 
would be the envy of those 
striving for a successful multi-

cultural model. But they were 
not diverse in all respects: all 
were male, and, except a few 
who even verged on moder-
ately built, most seemed so 
skinny that their slim jeans ap-
peared loose.
 I pressed for their assess-
ment of the city’s skateboard 
park tucked in an obscure 
corner, which they consider 
adequate for beginners but 
mediocre at best, reminding 
us that not all recreation fa-
cilities are created equal.

 
- Dino Drudi

Alexandria

our View

your Views

 Perception and process are two elements of every build-
ing, renovation or preservation project undertaken in Alex-
andria. Process is the only one entirely controlled by city 
officials, though their actions inform residents’ perceptions. 
 For the second week in a row, we are reminded of how these 
components are intertwined. Last week, we faulted school 
board members for failing to follow their own process in re-
gard to a proposed playground renovation at Maury Elemen-
tary School. Regardless of the merits of any potential project, 
if established procedures aren’t adhered to officials open them-
selves up to accusations of inconsistency, cronyism or worse.
 Likewise, complaints about process are informing the 
perceptions of many West End residents regarding plans 
to preserve Fort Ward Park. In January, city council unani-
mously approved a management plan for the park, which sets 
out to, in part, identify unmarked graves on the grounds and 
manage storm runoff. But a group of descendants of the pre-
dominantly black community — called “The Fort” — that 
settled on the site following the Civil War, say they weren’t 
adequately consulted.
 John Chapman and other city councilors have done an 
admirable job in trying to bridge the differences between 
members of this community, who feel the city has mistreat-
ed them in the past, and city officials. 
 Chapman contends the issue is really one of divergent pri-
orities. For descendants, the foremost concern is identifying 
and preserving the graves of their ancestors. City officials, 
meanwhile, view the preserving of graves as one difficult and 
expensive aspect of the overall master plan.
 The city appears to have followed proper procedures in de-
veloping the roadmap for Fort Ward Park, and plans for both a 
work session and watchdog oversight committee are in place. 
But in this instance, where a community has decades of accrued 
— and warranted — mistrust, perception trumps process.
 Two things need to be borne in mind. The first is that the 
reaction of this West End group isn’t just about what’s cur-
rently happening, but also about what’s gone before. They 
deserve extra consideration. That means not just adhering 
to the letter of process, but going beyond what’s required 
in order to solicit their input.
 The second is that the watchdog committee needs to 
have several Fort descendants among its members, and 
the committee needs to have real authority to oversee and 
guide city staff as this project moves forward.
 In virtually every project the city has undertaken, the resi-
dents most affected by development complain they lacked 
adequate input in the process. Usually, their real frustration is 
their powerlessness to stop what’s legal but is, to them, unde-
sirable. We believe in most cases the city does a good job of 
soliciting resident input and following processes.
 But it behooves everyone to remember that perception 
is the often unwanted twin of process. There are times 
when officials who are currently doing no wrong have to 
go beyond the norm in order to remedy past misdeeds. 
 This is one of those times.

Seeking a balance between 
process and perception

A different kind of board meeting
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email comments, rants & raves to  
letters@alextimes.com.

who cares?
we do.

To the editor:
 As president of the Maury El-
ementary School PTA and on behalf 
of the Maury Schoolyard Initiative, 
parents, neighbors, friends, families 
and hundreds of others who have al-
ready reached into their own pockets 
for small donations, I feel the need to 
respond to the ill-informed editorial by 
the Alexandria Times on our school-
yard project (“Schoolyard funding 
raises concerns,” January 28).
 It is no secret that 
there have been past 
funding problems 
in Alexandria City 
Public Schools’ capi-
tal budgets. That is 
exactly why we have 
proposed this unique 
public-private part-
nership with ACPS 
and the city for the 
Maury schoolyard. 
Yet instead of being 
thankful that private 
citizens and local 
businesses are band-
ing together to solve 
a disastrous and un-
safe capital need at 
Maury Elementary, 
the Times equates 
our efforts to those 
past scandals. 
 In the end, if 
done right, such 
public-private partnerships will save 
the school system millions of dollars 
and provide safe, outdoor community 
recreation and learning spaces for all 
Alexandrians. 
 The editorial’s reporting of the 
debate at the ACPS board meeting 
on this topic is equally uninformed. 
The Times never once called anyone 
in our community to discuss all that 
we have done over the last two years 
to make this project well-known not 
only to ACPS and city staff but to 

school board members as well.
 Every single board member, aside 
from Marc Williams, accepted our 
invitation to visit the school grounds 
last summer or fall. Members of our 
community have made over a dozen 
presentations before the school board 
since November 2013.
 We have shared design plans, 
drawings, and budget estimates all 
along the way.  At every turn, the 
Maury Schoolyard Initiative has 

sought advice and 
support from ACPS 
and the city.
 For the Times to 
malign board mem-
ber Kelly Booz for 
“cutting off” debate 
at the board meet-
ing is comical. This 
single project, rep-
resenting less than 
2 percent of all ele-
mentary school non-
capacity proposals, 
was debated for more 
than 45 minutes. Un-
fortunately for some 
board members, rep-
etition does not make 
for an informed or 
persuasive argument.
 We are grateful 
that board members 
like Bill Campbell, 
Kelly Booz, Stepha-

nie Kapsis, Justin Keating and Karen 
Graf have the foresight to realize that 
budgets are tight and we must find 
innovative ways to fund projects that 
benefit the entire community.
 Shame on the Times for not do-
ing its homework about this incred-
ible project and choosing instead to 
reactively oppose a new, reasonable 
path forward due to unrelated prob-
lems of the past.  

- Brittany Fraser 
President, Maury Elementary PTA

The Times got it wrong in 
Maury schoolyard editorial

Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 The Alexandria School Board is fi-
nalizing its capital improvement bud-
get (CIP). There have been several in-
teresting developments on the CIP side 
of our work this year, including a new 
approach called modernization. This 
emerging plan represents a prudent, 
studied and reasonable way to address 
our long-term and long-standing facility 
quality and capacity issues.
 For the past eight years, our city’s 
school student population has been grow-
ing by an average of 3 percent 
each year. That results in 500 
new students that have joined 
our school system in various 
grades each year. In essence, 
this has translated into the 
need to add a small elementary 
school to the system each year 
for the past eight years.
 This data has been created 
and supported in a joint city and schools 
effort in the Long Range Planning Com-
mittee, which analyzes population growth 
and uses data to aid the decision-making 
of capacity projects. 
 Many of our school buildings are 
nearing the end of their planned lifecycle, 
and require major renovations to reach 
modern learning standards. Fourteen of 
our 17 buildings are more than 45 years 
old. Five of them are at the end of their 
recommended 75-year life span.
 Due to the capacity crunch, some 
of these schools no longer have music 
rooms, art rooms or science labs. These 
rooms have been transformed into class-
rooms. Many converted spaces were not 
intended for instructional space and do 
not come close to providing the proper 
learning environment for our students.
 In the next two years, if funding 
holds, ACPS will undertake three new 
projects or additions to provide capac-
ity and improvements: the T.C. Wil-
liams Minnie Howard campus and 
Patrick Henry and James K. Polk el-
ementary schools. And in future years, 
the district is slated to start wholesale 
modernization plans. This will involve 
creating a swing space where students 
and administrators will be housed away 
from the original school campus for one 
year while their neighborhood school is 
renovated.

 The first two projects will address 
both capacity and facility health at Ma-
cArthur and Cora Kelly. George Mason, 
which underwent a small addition last 
summer, will follow because at 75 years 
of age, it is certainly ready for a more 
thorough upgrade. 
 Over the next few years, ACPS will 
evaluate and upgrade outdoor spaces, 
which are also aging. Outdoor play 
space is critical for holistic child devel-
opment, especially in the elementary 

years. In the secondary years, 
it is equally important to have 
proper space for learning dif-
ferent sports and for hosting 
after school activities.
   Francis Hammond has a new 
and beautiful sports field and 
running track. The school board 
plans to evaluate the George 
Washington outdoor space dur-

ing the 2019-2020 school year. In 2018, 
the T.C. Williams turf field will need to be 
replaced, as its useful lifecycle comes to an 
end. That same year, the board has allocat-
ed funds in the CIP to do a full evaluation 
of the field’s needs. These are signs of pru-
dent and responsible long term planning. 
 Our city has had the great fortune of 
two different school community groups 
working with staff to plan for playground 
improvements: Maury and Mount Vernon. 
Residents have raised large portions of 
money to help plan and undertake projects 
ahead of the CIP modernization plans.
 In recent years, ACPS was involved 
with other partnerships to see that Sam-
uel Tucker, Jefferson Houston and Cora 
Kelly playgrounds were upgraded. In 
the coming years, ACPS will look to 
improve play spaces at Barrett, John Ad-
ams, Ramsey, Polk and Lyles Crouch. 
 In these tough budget years, our city 
council and school board continue to 
create partnerships within the commu-
nity to assist with meeting the needs of 
our students, families and citizens. We 
continue to be creative in addressing is-
sues of capacity, restoration, and funding. 
I am thankful to all Alexandrians who 
acknowledge this need and are stepping 
forward to help.

The writer is the chairwoman of the 
Alexandria School Board.

ACPS busy preparing for 
students of the future

Karen Graf

shame on 
the times 

for not doing its 
homework about 
this incredible 
project and 
choosing instead  
to reactively 
oppose a new, 
reasonable path 
forward due to 
unrelated problems 
of the past.”

- Brittany Fraser
president, 

maury elementary pta 
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

81% yes.

19% No. 42 votes

Ken writes:
 I doubt Alexandria citizens or the 
Alexandria Police actually believe 
this topic is an issue in our Port City.  
… This isn’t to say that police miscon-
duct shouldn’t be opposed, just that we 
haven’t seen any on our city. Our city 
provides luxury housing to the minori-
ties and poor in prestigious areas. The 
Alexandria police had several shoot-
ings involving black suspects in the 
past, all of which were overly cleared 
as reasonable (police officers shooting 
in self defense).
 As a past citizen and employee of 
Alexandria, I can personally say that 
there are no race issues in Alexan-
dria. It’s the pinnacle of diversity and 
melting pot in America. The police in 
Alexandria are diverse and are highly 
professional and highly trained. Alex-
andria does so much for every race, 
ethnic group and poor citizens and the 
police are at the forefront.
 All I see is amazing police service 
to all in Alexandria, especially the less 
fortunate (free Christmas toys, thanks-
giving meals, etc. per the Alexandria 
Police [Department] Facebook page). 
Instead of addressing the non-issue of 
police relations, we should address the 
crime issues in neighborhoods that al-
ways have issues.

Jeff yutzler writes:
 There is no traffic problem on any 
of the side streets west of Oakville 
Triangle. Extending Stewart solves a 
non-existent problem. Mount Vernon 
Avenue is where the traffic problem 
is — there are too many cars and not 
enough places to park and nothing is 
going to change that.
 Encouraging people to drive from 
Oakville Triangle to Mount Vernon 
Avenue would just exacerbate the 
problem and screw up the park in the 
process. Those who do drive will not 
be terribly inconvenienced by the extra 
30 seconds it takes to go to Raymond 
and Dewitt. Just ask anyone who lives 
there. It isn’t that big of a deal.

In response to “police convene 
with residents to improve 
relations,” January 29:

In response to “The missing 
connection in Oakville 
Triangle,” December 11:
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his week we contin-
ue the story of the 
evolution of Great 

Hunting Creek, and how a 
flowing tributary that once 
allowed deep water ships 
to pass westward, at least 
a mile from the Potomac 
shore, was reduced over 
time to a shallow trickle. 
 Before the creek, also 
known as Cameron Run, 
was straightened in the 
mid-20th century, it mean-
dered from near Springfield 
through the wooded hills 
and farms that once cov-
ered the west side of Alex-
andria. The creek twisted 
and turned through the 
dense forests, reaching well 
northward of its current 
banks, eventually draining 
to the Potomac River along 
a course parallel with its 
currently alignment.
 The first major obstruc-
tion occurred in 1809 when 
a bridge was built across the 
mouth of the creek towards 
Richmond, evidenced as the 
center diagonal slice across 
this 1927 aerial photograph. 
Originally built of wood and 
stone, the piers of the long, 
curving bridge were spaced 
close together and the em-
bankments at each end were 
partially filled to shorten the 
length of the structure itself. 
 Over the next century, a 
semi-circular shoal had de-
veloped underwater behind 
the bridge, caused by swirl-
ing currents, and this fea-
ture is easily visible on the 

northwest side of the bridge. 
The creating of mills further 
upstream, and then the city’s 
first water system designed 
by Benjamin Hallowell in 
1852 that pumped several 
miles from Cameron Run to 
Alexandria, further restrict-
ed the flow of the creek.
 Then in 1892, a rail line 
was added directly across 
the mouth of the creek 
with the construction of 
the Washington, Alexan-
dria and Mount Vernon 
Electric Railway, the first 
streetcar line in Northern 
Virginia. Although the pri-
mary purpose of the line 
was to transport Washing-
ton tourists to the home of 
George Washington about 
15 miles away, it also 
opened up commuting op-
tions between the nation’s 
capital and its sleepy sub-

urbs across the river. The 
rail bridge is the thin black 
line extending across the 
lower right hand corner of 
the aerial image. 
 Once the electric railway 
left Alexandria’s downtown 
street grid and headed south, 
the track bed ran through a 
rural area along Royal Street 
and passed over Hunt-
ing Creek at the old city 
pleasure ground known as 
Broomilaw Point. Now the 
site of the Hunting Towers 
apartment complex, the old 
river edge where the trolley 
tracks once ran is just at the 
spot where a long concrete 
sidewalk on the east side of 
the buildings runs parallel to 
the river frontage.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria.

All dried up

PHOTO/CiTY Of alexanDRia
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Last Week 
Should the Alexandria City School board 
approve $500,000 for the renovation of 
Maury Elementary’s schoolyard? 

This Week 
Will an oversight committee solve the 
mistrust between city staff and the 
Fort Ward descendants?

weekly poll

A. yes.
b. No.

out oF the attic
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Kennedy Center revives 
‘gigi’ for a new generation

By Jordan wright

 When MGM’s movie “Gigi” 
debuted in 1958, legions of little 
girls were captivated by Paris, 
the City of Lights, and its magi-
cal allure. I know, because I was 
one of them, listening for hours 
on end to the vinyl soundtrack 
by Maurice Chevalier, Herm-
ione Gingold, Louis Jourdan 
and Leslie Caron, who trans-
ported us to a place we could 
only dream of.
 Raised by her grandmère, 
Mamita, a calligraphy teacher 
and her spotlessly mannered 
grande dame, Aunt Alicia, the 

spunky Gigi was a paragon of 
insouciance. We embraced her 
joie de vivre, studied our Fran-
çais more diligently and longed 
for a soigné and très riche gen-
tleman like, Gaston Lachaille, 
to sweep us off our feet. Indeed, 
post-war Paris was everyone’s 
dream of the most exciting 
place in the world.
 Fifteen years later, Gigi was 
brought to the stage and another 
generation embraced Alan Jay 
Lerner and Frederick Lowe’s 
spectacular score and heart-
warming tale. And now, after 
nearly four decades, Director 
Eric Schaeffer has revived the 
musical in its entire glorious 
splendor.
 I asked myself if it could 

have the same impact on a new 
audience as it did in the late 
1950s. Does Gigi’s indelible 
charm translate to a more tech-
nologically absorbed generation 
of little girls?  
 To ensure it does, Schaeffer 
wisely has cast Vanessa Hudgens 
as Gigi. An adorable and multi-
talented actress, best known for 
her role in the wildly popular 
“High School Musical” series, 
Hudgens proves her acting, 
dancing and singing have the 
snap, crackle and pop to earn 
her the lead role against such 
seasoned Broadway actors and 
opera-caliber voices as Victoria 
Clark (Mamita), Dee Hoty 
(Aunt Alicia), Howard Mc-
Gillin (Honoré Lachaille) and 
Steffanie Leigh as Liane 
d’Exelmans, Gaston’s mistress.
 As you may recall, Gigi is 
raised by her grandmother in 
a modest flat in Paris where 
the pair play frequent hosts to 
Gaston (Corey Cott), a dashing 

and well-to-do man about town 
who is an old family friend. 
Her sister Alicia, determined 
to marry Gigi off to a wealthy 
gentleman, is consumed with 
tutoring the girl in the art of 
feminine allure, including how 
to tell a real sapphire from a 
faux. “A girl must think con-
stantly — unless a man can 
tell,” she instructs her.  
 It is La Belle Epoque, Max-
im’s is in its heyday, and all of 
Paris is très gai.  Set Designer 
Derek McLane captures the 
mood of the era with drop-dead 
sets evocative of the period. 
Maxim’s becomes a wonder-
land of can-can girls high-kick-
ing amid red velvet banquettes 
and flower-shaped chandeliers, 
while Paris is evoked with the 
massive curved iron girders of 
the Eiffel Tower and the beach 
at Trouville, where Gaston 
sees Gigi in a new light and 
his Uncle Honoré revives a ro-
mance with Mamita, is a splen-

did seascape.
 From five-time Tony Award-
winning costume designer Cath-
erine Zuber, we are treated to 
dreamy chiffon gowns, elegant 
frock coats, feathered picture 
hats, glittering jewels, bell-
men in carmine britches and so 
much more extravagance. James 
Moore conducts the soaring 
strains of the 13-piece orchestra 
through the memorable song-
book including “Thank Heaven 
for Little Girls,” “The Night 
They Invented Champagne” 
and 16 other wonderful num-
bers. Emmy Award-winning 
choreographer for the TV show 
“Smash,” Joshua Bergasse, en-
livens the dancing with electri-
fying Broadway-bound energy.

“Gigi” runs through Febru-
ary 12 at the Kennedy Center, 
2700 F St. NW, Washington, 
D.C.  For tickets and informa-
tion call 202-467-4600 or visit 
www.kennedy-center.org.

scene around town

A welcome return to the City of Lights

PHOTO/JOan maRCuS
The Kennedy Center’s revival of “Gigi” brings the love of Paris to a new generation of children. Howard Mc-
Gillin as Honore Lachaille and Victoria Clark’s Mamita revive a romance during a trip to the beach.

PHOTO/JOan maRCuS
Vanessa Hudgens, of “High School Musical” fame, shines as the 
eponymous character in the Kennedy Center’s production of “Gigi,” 
giving new life to the 1950s classic musical.
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MARGARET D. ARNOLD (64), 
of Alexandria, January 23, 2015

KATHLEEN R. CURRIE (86), 
of Alexandria, January 25, 2015

JOHN FONTANA (90), 
of Alexandria, January 30, 2015

CHRISTOPHER B. GAILLIOT (31), 
of Alexandria, January 25, 2015

PEGGY A. GRANT (77), 
of Alexandria, January 23, 2015

WARREN E. KULLBERG (93), 
of Alexandria, January 19, 2015

ROBERT LEE POWELL, SR. (87), 
of Alexandria, January 30, 2015

JOSEPH LEO REHME, JR. (91), 
formerly of Alexandria, January 18, 2015

ARLEEN B. RICHMAN, 
of Alexandria, February 3, 2015

WILLIAM D. ROHLAND, JR. (76), 
of Alexandria, January 28, 2015

KATHLEEN E. RYAN, 
of Alexandria, January 26, 2015

RICHARD C. SWAIN, 
of Alexandria, January 21, 2015

PATRICIA J. TILKO, 
of Alexandria, January 25, 2015

STELLA UHORCZUK (94), 
of Alexandria, January 17, 2015

MARY W. URIE (90), 
of Alexandria, January 14, 2015

oBituaries

ACrOSS

1 On ___ with (equal to)
5 Like a tack
10 Coarse file
14 Indian state
19 Not false
20 Shire of “Rocky”
21 51, famously
22 Asian wild dog
23 Sondheim’s Sweeney
24 “Are you calling me ___?”
25 Dawn, poetically
26 Bob and Elizabeth
27 It’s free
31 The puck stops here?
32 Present-day Persia
33 Blanc, for one
34 Frolic, as a child
35 “Do as ___, not ...”
36 Data transmission speed   
  measure
37 Suit-tag letters
40 Shopping binge
43 “There’s more than one   
  way to skin ___”
44 Former German chancellor
45 What one earns
46 Grand ___ (vintage)
47 Like some churches
52 Participate in a 10K
53 Takes in a book
54 Sunrise direction
55 Cancels
56 “Corn” or “cycle” prefix
57 “Gotcha!”
58 Grandma
59 Whopper
60 Certain applied science
69 “8,” sometimes (Abbr.)
70 At the center of
71 Word on a dipstick
72 Classic introduction?
73 Cultured gem

76 Camera part
77 Abstain from
80 Coffee dispenser
81 It  issues securities
85 “If ___ told you once ...”
86 Casual Friday casualties
87 As many as
88 Mosque VIP
89 Playful aquatic animal
91 Billboard displays
92 African plains grazers
93 Bakery appliance
94 Peepers or spheres
96 Court order
97 Accessible to everyone
98 Conspiratorial groups
101 Movie-watching machine  
  of old
108 Farewell
109 Grizzly, for one
110 Zola or Griffith
111 Just a smidge
112 Uses a needle and thread
113 Toy building-block brand
114 Lack of laxness
115 Assist in the weight room
116 Old hat
117 Adam’s garden
118 Data and such
119 Brownish shades

DOWN
1 Bering Sea island
2 Fork tine
3 Part of a sound system
4 Bureaucracy problem
5 Arrowhead and Yankee
6 WWII admiral nicknamed Bull
7 Came down to earth
8 Org. combating music piracy
9 They take sides
10 Chef Gordon

11 Mac’s attachment?
12 Bygone peasant
13 Tropics headgear
14 Either 2 in “2 + 2”
15 Definitely not tall
16 Unaccompanied  
  performances
17 Baldwin of TV and film
18 Clifflike, flat-topped elevation
28 Talk show name
29 Bard’s inspiration
30 Lose feathers, in London
35 Topped a cake
36 Small oriental tree
37 Hindu noble
38 Archaic exclamation
39 Some hair products
40 Rugby formation
41 Wrinkled fruit

42 Mystical
43 Holly Hunter in “The Piano”
44 Wild ass of Asia
45 He goes a-courting
48 Arboreal ape
49 Soda brand
50 Intend
51 Like a Cub’s walls?
57 Does some trucking
58 Flanders on TV
59 Deceived
61 Hounds’ prey
62 Editor’s inserts
63 Type of acid
64 Grocery shopper’s helper
65 People of northeastern   
  India
66 Alaska native
67 Signal carrier in the body
68 One lacking hope
73 Bread for a gyro
74 “National Velvet” author   
  Bagnold
75 St. crossers
76 Subject to blame
77 Agitators
78 Yemen neighbor
79 Speed, to a DJ
82 Greek knee-length garment
83 Catlike creature
84 Roughneck, in London
90 Like old autocratic Russia
92 Pennsylvania state bird
93 Group of genes
94 Leopard look-alike
95 500 cars
96 Lawn intrusions
97 River in Missouri
99 Parkinson’s drug
100 ___ Hall University
101 Seductress in silent films
102 “What’s the big ___?”
103 Cacophonies
104 Thing to plant
105 Put out
106 Gulf of ___ (arm of the Baltic)
107 Charlie Brown exclamation

last week’s solution:

w
ee

k
ly

 w
or

d
s

Obituary POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are charged 
through the funeral home on a per-word 
basis comparable to the space rate offered  
to nonprofit advertisers. 

Families may provide any information they 
wish about a deceased loved one, through  
all obituaries are subject to editing by the 
News Department. 

“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” notices are 
available through the Advertising Department. 

Obituaries should be submitted through the 
funeral home. Each obituary must include 
the funeral home name for verification. 

Deadlines are the Monday prior to the issue 
date. Call 703.739.0001 for details.
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ALEXANDRIA BoARD of 
ARchItEctuRAL REvIEw

oLD & hIstoRIc  
ALEXANDRIA DIstRIct

LEGAL NotIcE of A  
PuBLIc hEARING

A public hearing will be held by the  
Alexandria Board of Architectural Review 
on WEDNESDAY, February 18, 2015  
beginning at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the following ap-
plications:

CASE BAR2014-0378
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 214 S Alfred St.
APPLICANT: Amy and Michael Louis

CASE BAR2014-0379
Request for an addition and a waiver of 
rooftop HVAC screening requirement at 
214 S Alfred St.
APPLICANT: Amy and Michael Louis

CASE BAR2014-0392
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 601 S Saint Asaph St.
APPLICANT: Windmill Hill, LLC

CASE BAR2014-0393
Request for alterations and an addition at 
601 S Saint Asaph St. 
APPLICANT: Windmill Hill, LLC

CASE BAR2015-0007
Request for alterations at 730 S Royal St.
APPLICANT: Mary Clarity

CASE BAR2015-0012
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 222 S Fairfax St.
APPLICANT: Chris and Nancy Marzilli

CASE BAR2015-0013
Request for alterations and an addition at 
222 S Fairfax St.
APPLICANT: Chris and Nancy Marzilli

CASE BAR2014-0014
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 700 S Pitt St.
APPLICANT: Tom Campbell

CASE BAR2015-0015
Request for alterations and an addition at 
700 S Pitt St.
APPLICANT: Tom Campbell

CASE BAR2015-0017
Request for alterations at 1201 King St.
APPLICANT: Churchill & Prior, LLC

CASE BAR2015-0018
Request for alterations at 723 S Lee St.
APPLICANT: Arthur Fox

CASE BAR2015-0019
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 116 King St.
APPLICANT: Monarch Row, LLC

CASE BAR2015-0020
Request for alterations and an addition at 
116 King St.
APPLICANT: Monarch Row, LLC.

Other Business
A work session to discuss the proposed 
development project at 0 Prince St. 
A work session to discuss the proposed 
development project at 500 and 501 N 
Union St.

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

classifieds
legal noticeaBc notice

help wanted

Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor (LADC)

ShareHouse Stepping Stones, a residential chemical dependency treatment fa-
cility for women and their children located in New York Mills, MN, is seeking a 
Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor (LADC) to facilitate groups and provide pri-
mary individual counseling. Current license in the state of Minnesota or the ability 
to obtain one is required; two years related experience and knowledge of ASAM cri-
teria and Rule 25 preferred.  ShareHouse offers a salary DOE, excellent benefits, 
and a culture that fosters creativity and professional growth.
Send cover letter and resume to Joy Knutson, Director of Human Resources
jknutson@sharehouse.org

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Advertising Works!
To advertise your  
business or service 
Contact Kristen Essex 

kessex@alextimes.com

30% Discount on CPA Tax Preparation 
We can prepare your Federal and State 
income taxes. New homeowners,  and   

all-50 state taxes. FREE Electronic Filing. 
Convenient West Alexandria Mark Center 

location.Weekend & evening appointments. 
 

Call us today at 703-931-3290  

Charles Coker, CPA 
Charles.coker@cpa-coker.com  

Business directory

homE SErviCES

The Alexandria City School Board will hold 
a Public Hearing on the FY 2016 Combined 
Funds Budget during the Special Called 
School Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, February 17, 2015. The meeting will be 
held in the School Board Meeting Room, 
located at 1340 Braddock Place, Alexan-
dria. For more information or to register to 
speak at the public hearing, please contact 
the Clerk of the Board at 703-619-8314 or 
email boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

PERSONALIZED EXPERIENCE 
FAST SERVICE | TRUSTED BRAND

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, 
SHUTTERS & DRAPES

Call To Schedule Your FREE 
In-Home Design Consultation

*For showroom or in-home design consultation 
orders, this o
 er must be presented at the time 
of purchase. O
 er valid on residential base 
installation of 3 Day Blinds and Hunter Douglas 
brand products only. O
 er excludes Special 
Orders, outside manufacturer brand Draperies, 
Window Film and Shutters. Minimum purchase on 
applicable products of $750 required, excluding 
sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid on 
previous purchase or with any other o
 er or 
discount. O� er Code ZFXZ. O� er Expires2/28/15.
AZ State Contractor’s License ROC 264398. 
CA State Contractor’s License #943877. OR 
State Contractor’s License #189332. WA State 
Contractor’s License #3DAYBDB914PZ. © 2014 3 
Day Blinds Corporation.

(800) 451-9254

ON CUSTOM BLINDS, 

SHADES, DRAPES 

& DECORATIVE HARDWARE

FREE INSTALLATION*



28 | FEbruAry 5, 2015 ALEXANDrIA TIMES

®

®

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Donna Cramer
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

 I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. 
McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other locations, we 

can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Thank You for a Very  
Productive 2014! 

If you or your family and friends are thinking  
of a move in 2015, give me a call.

6124 Vernon Terrace
Belle Haven

203 W Masonic View Avenue
Mount Vernon Park

505 E Braddock Road #103
Colecroft

1211 Gatewood Drive
Villamay

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

709 Kahn Place
Fords Landing

SO
LD

5270 Morning Mist Lane
Overlook

SO
LD

8272 Jake Place
Mount Vee Manor

SO
LD

1123 Wythe Street
Braddock Lofts

SO
LD

314 E Mason Avenue
Braddock

SO
LD

1130 Powhatan Street
Westover

SO
LD

7708 Haynes Point Way
Cardinal Place

SO
LD


