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Astronaut encourages 
Jefferson-Houston students 
to follow their dreams

By susan halE thomas

 
 Astronaut Charles Bolden 
visited more than 400 enthu-
siastic students and guests last 
week in the Jefferson-Houston 
School gymnasium. Sharing 
his experiences working for 

NASA as an astronaut and ad-
ministrator, he emphasized the 
importance of science, tech-
nology, engineering and math 
education for students and how 
it applies in today’s space pro-
gram.
 Bolden kept the atmosphere 
loose, encouraging students to 
ask questions at any time and 
reassuring them there was no 
such thing as a dumb question. 
Students kept their hands raised 
up for upwards of an hour to 
get the astronaut’s attention. 

With curiosities piqued, the 

creative questions were flow-
ing.
 “How many people have 
left the planet?”
 “Have you ever been in an 
extraterrestrial situation?”
 “How long does it take to 
get to the moon?”
 “Are we sending a dog to 
Mars?”
 And, from a fifth grader, 
“What is the physical reaction 
of gravitational pull when you 
leave the atmosphere?”
 
   

Mayoral race to be heavily 
contested for first time  
in years
By susan halE thomas  
and Erich WagnEr 

 

 Rumors are flying around 
the Port City about the mayor-
al and city council races like 
toilet paper off the shelves 
before a winter storm.
 Mayor Bill Euille (D)  
will run for reelection, and 
his first announced challenger 

is former Democratic Mayor 
Kerry Donley. 
 But Vice Mayor Allison 
Silberberg, also a Democrat, 
is the lone city councilor not 
to announce her candidacy 
for reelection, leaving Alex-
andrians wondering what her 
intentions are.
   Silberberg said a campaign 
kickoff event is planned for 
March 1 at Los Tios in Del 

Reach for the stars

Local elections begin 
taking shape

PHOTO/SuSan HaLE THOMaS

Second grader Jasmine Walker asks Charles Bolden about his experiences as an astronaut during 
his visit to Jefferson Houston School last week. Bolden encouraged students to follow their dreams 
and pursue their education in science and math.
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WINTEr WONDErLAND Parker, 6, and her father Joe were 
one of several families to enjoy a makeshift slope in the street, 
sledding down Jackson Place in the Jefferson Park neighbor-
hood Tuesday morning. With more than five inches of snow blan-
keting the Port City Monday night, many children used their day 
off to find a hill to slide down. For more photos, see page 25.
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The Time To Sell Is Now. Let Me Put My 25+ Years of Experience to Work for You!

Old TOwnOld TOwn

Historic home fully restored on “Captains Row”,
just 1 block from the river and King Street!

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2 fireplaces, random width
wood floors and custom built-ins. Roof top deck and

beautiful garden with patio and Koi pond.

$2,200,000
del ray
$1,099,000

Beautiful 1920’s home with detached 2 car  
garage blocks to METRO, shops & restaurants!

Spacious rooms, 5 bedrooms (4 upper, 1 main), 3 baths,  
fireplace (wood), high ceilings, tall windows and walkout  

to a beautiful fenced yard with hardscape, lawn & gardens.

Unique detached Victorian with Elevator  
& Garage in the Heart of Old Town! 

Circa 1830, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, double sided fireplace, gorgeous 
woodworking, turret, and beautiful stained glass paneled front 
windows, 10’ ceilings and a 2-sided marble surround fireplace.

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

Old TOwn/Bearings sOuTh
$259,000

Updated condo in South Old Town convenient  
to shops, restaurants & river!

1 bedroom, 1 bath, kitchen with granite counters,  
SS appliances, Cherry cabinets, hardwood floors,  

secure lobby entry, 1 assigned parking space.

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

BrighTOn square
$524,900$924,900

All brick end 
townhouse  
convenient to  
Del Ray,  
Shirlington & 
Crystal City!
4 bedrooms, 2 full & 2 
half baths (all updated) 
with 3 finished levels. 
Walk-out lower level 
with wood burning 
fireplace, 4th bedroom 
& half bath. Fenced 
yard with patio & deck.

Luxury  
townhouse  
with attached  
2 car garage  
in desirable  
Potomac Greens!
3 bedrooms,  
3.55 baths,  
4 finished levels, 10’ 
ceilings with generous 
moldings, open floor 
plan, 2 sided fireplace 
and a rooftop deck!

$2,175,000

 Priced

reduced

POTOmac greens
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Judge is such a wonderful 
boy who is as fun as he is 
handsome!!  Less than a year 
old, he is ready to play and 
purr his way into your heart. 
Come meet Judge and his 
friends on Saturday or Sunday 
from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. 
For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 

Here comes the Judge! 

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

AUCTIONS ~ APPRAISALS ~ ESTATE SALES

Over 100 Unreserved Americana Lots

1120 N. FAIRFAX STREET, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
www.potomackcompany.com ~ 703.684.4550 ~ VA#0704

Indian Handmade Aubusson 
Style Wool Rug

Sphinx by Oriental Weavers 
Andy Warhol Home Collection Rug

Over 200 Unreserved Pristine Rug Lots

Visit us online at www.potomackcompany.com

American Faux Grain Painted 
Blanket Chest

Early Painted 
Barber’s Poles

Marne Ryan Geoscape Rings, Marne Ryan Patchwork Cuff, Angela 
Cummings for Tiffany Amethyst and 18K Gold Bracelet

Vintage Painted 
Gameboard

20 Jewelry Lots To Benefit 
The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra

February 24th Design Online Auction
Preview Starting February 18th

crimE
Alexandria food truck stolen, recovered

Alexandria man pleads guilty to campaign 
finance violations

 Police said an Alexandria-
based food truck was stolen 
over the weekend and taken to 
Prince George’s County, where 
it was recovered Tuesday.
 Alexandria Police spokes-
woman Crystal Nosal said the 
Sate Truck, a mobile eatery 
that specializes in Indonesian 
cuisine, was reported stolen 
Saturday at 10:30 a.m. from 
the 600 block of South Pickett 
Street, where it was at a garage 
for maintenance.
 Nosal said the food truck 
community and law enforce-
ment turned to social media for 

help in finding the bright red 
vehicle, and on Tuesday that 
effort paid off. Prince George’s 
County police found the truck 
in Forestville, Md., reportedly 
within a few blocks of where 
officers recovered the Popped! 
Republic truck after it was sto-
len last November.
 “Knowing that getting the 
information out there helped 
find the last [stolen food 
truck], as soon as they heard it 
was stolen they contacted me 
to see if there was something 
we could do,” Nosal said. “We 
did a really good push of in-

formation, getting it all over 
Twitter and Facebook. Those 
vehicles are a lot more notice-
able than a random stolen car, 
with much brighter colors.”
 But while the Popped! Re-
public truck had only sustained 
minor damage before being re-
covered, the Sate Truck was not 
so lucky. Nosal said the thieves 
were able to strip some of the 
truck’s components before they 
dumped it, and photos on the 
mobile eatery’s Facebook page 
show that vandals spray-paint-
ed over the truck’s logo.

- Erich Wagner

 An Alexandria man plead-
ed guilty in federal court last 
week to illegally coordinat-
ing campaign spending be-
tween a super PAC and an 
official congressional cam-
paign committee.
 Tyler Eugene Harber, 34, 
worked on the campaign of 
Chris Perkins, a Republi-
can challenger to U.S. Rep. 
Gerry Connolly (D-11) in 
2012. According to his plea 
agreement, Harber was both 
campaign manager and a po-
litical consultant to Perkins, 
but he also participated in 
the formation of the National 
Republican Victory Fund, 

which spent $325,000 on ads 
against Connolly.
 Harber admitted to direct-
ing those funds while still 
serving on Perkins’ official 
campaign. Under the 2010 
Citizens United vs. Federal 
Election Commission Supreme 
Court decision, super PACs can 
spend unlimited money from 
sources previously prohibited 
for campaigns, provided that 
the groups do not coordinate 
with individual campaigns.
 According to U.S. Justice 
Department officials, this case 
marks the first conviction un-
der the new rules imposed fol-
lowing Citizens United.

 “The Department of Justice 
is fully committed to address-
ing the threat posed to the in-
tegrity of federal primary and 
general elections by coordi-
nated campaign contributions, 
and will aggressively pursue 
coordination offenses at every 
appropriate opportunity,” said 
Assistant Attorney General 
Leslie Caldwell in a statement.
 Harber pleaded guilty to 
one count of coordinated fed-
eral elections contributions and 
one count of making false state-
ments to the FBI. He faces up to 
10 years in prison, with sentenc-
ing scheduled for June 5.

- Erich Wagner

PolicE BEat
The following incidents occurred between February 11 and February 18.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

2 bURGLARIES 3 AGGRAvAtEd 
ASSAULtS 

35 thEftS 11dRUG 
CRImES

Source: raidsonline.com

24 ASSAULtS

0 SEXUAL 
OffENSES

6 vEhICLE
thEftS

0 RObbERIES
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The Alexandria Times February Photo Contest
Send us your photos of Love is in the Air! 

#ALXPhotoTimes or send to promotions@alextimes.com

December’s theme: Photos of the Alexandria WaterfrontInterested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more information!

February photo contest 
sponsored by:

Alexandria’s Masonic Temple on National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

Mike Riedel
PHOTO BY

By aBigail Jurk 

 
 This new year is taking off. 
It seems like just yesterday we 
were Christmas shopping, and 
now February is passing by in 
the blink of an eye. If you’re 
feeling too busy to keep up 
with your social life, here are 
a few ideas of places to check 
out for a good time:

WHAT’S NEW

 If you need to add a little 
sweetness to your life, the 
Sugar Shack is for you. Last 
month, this Richmond favorite 
opened a new location at 804 
N. Henry St. Featuring hand-
made doughnuts with creative 
frosting flavors (maple-bacon, 
vanilla Heath bar, and straw-
berry cheesecake — just to 
name a few), this place can 
satisfy any sweet tooth.
 The flavors change daily, 
so you never know what new 
tasty treat you might find. 
The doughnuts are reasonably 
priced (from $1.55 to $3.05), 
so it’s easy to try a few differ-
ent flavors, and while you’re 
there you can also enjoy a cup 
of coffee from Zeke’s, a local 
D.C. roaster.

 The environment is calm 
and casual: chalkboards adorn 
the walls for younger guests 
(or artistic older ones); popu-
lar music plays in the back-
ground and the staff is friendly 
and upbeat. The Sugar Shack 
is a perfect idea for a laid-back 
time out with a friend, or just 
somewhere to relax with a 
good book.

WHAT’S THE DEAL

 Laporta’s Restaurant and 
Jazz Lounge has been a quiet 
neighborhood gem for 28 
years. But now, the secret is 
out. Located at 1600 Duke St., 
Laporta’s has everything you 
could want for a night out, in-
cluding great deals.
 The restaurant specializes in 
American cuisine with an Ital-
ian influence. On Monday and 
Tuesday nights, Laporta’s of-
fers a special: two entrees from 
a special menu and a bottle of 
wine for $28.99. The entree op-
tions include pastas, fresh fish, 
roasted half-chicken and more. 
If you’re someone who likes 
wine, you can upgrade to al-
most any bottle on the extensive 
wine list for half price when 
participating in the special.

 If you can’t make it out on 
a Monday or Tuesday night, 
but still want to stay on a 
budget, visit Laporta’s for 
happy hour. Served in their 
lounge area from 3 to 7 p.m. 
are discounted cocktails, beer 
and wine, as well as a half-
price food menu called “The 
Classics Menu.”
 This menu features a more 
laid back style of cuisine, such 
as chicken wings, burgers and 
individual flatbread pizzas. 
Although the food is more ca-
sual than the style Laporta’s is 
known for, it loses none of the 
tastiness that its guests have 
come to love.
 While you’re enjoying 
dinner at Laporta’s you’ll 
also be enjoying live music. 
The restaurant features live 
jazz music in their dining 
room every evening: every-
thing from solo pianists to 
ensembles. Many of the acts 
include vocalists, although 
a few are instrumental only. 
There is no cover charge; 
simply enjoy the music while 
you dine. 
 With everything Laporta’s 
Restaurant and Jazz Lounge 
has to offer, it’s one of the best 
deals around.

Word on thE strEEt

PHOTO/SuSan HaLE THOMaS
Although Laporta's Restaurant and Jazz Lounge is known primarily for its upscale American and Italian cui-
sine, it features a number of specials as well as a more laid back menu during happy hour in its lounge area.
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Fine jewelry doorbusters are only at stores that carry fine jewelry. Returns must incude 1st and 75% off bras. 
➤ REG. & ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. ONE DAY SALE PRICES 
IN EFFECT 2/20 & 2/21/2015. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. ‡All carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance may be .05 carat. Jewelry photos may be enlarged or enhanced 
to show detail. Fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.com for locations. Almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty & require special care, log on to macys.com/gemstones 
or ask your sales professional. Extra savings are taken off already-reduced prices; “doorbuster” prices reflect extra savings. Doorbuster items are available while supplies last. Advertised merchandise 
may not be carried at your local Macy’s & selection may vary by store. Prices & merchandise may differ at macys.com. Electric items & luggage carry mfrs’ warranties; to see a mfr’s warranty at no 
charge before purchasing, visit a store or write to: Macy’s Warranty Dept., PO Box 1026, Maryland Heights, MO 63043, attn: Consumer Warranties. N5010044.

OR, EXTRA SAVINGS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 9AM-2PM. SAVINGS PASS DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO DOORBUSTERS & DEALS OF THE DAY.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; 
new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account 
savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

DOORBUSTER 19.99 
DRESS SHIRTS OR TIES
Reg. 49.50-52.50, after 
2pm: 29.99-36.75. Only at 
Macy’s. From Club Room 
and Alfani Red.  
H 1749893.

DOORBUSTER 239.99 
SUIT SEPARATE SET
Reg. $550. From a famous American 
designer. Jacket. Doorbuster 164.99. 
Reg. $400, after 2pm: $240. Pants. 
Doorbuster $75. Reg. $150, after 
2pm: $90. H 604582.

DOORBUSTER 59.99
CLEARANCE SUITS
Orig.* $200-$340, after 2pm: 
69.99. Skirtsuits and pantsuits 
from Le Suit and more. Misses 
& petites. Women’s prices 
slightly higher.

DOORBUSTER 2 FOR 34.99 
JEANS FOR HER 
Reg. 69.50 ea., after 2pm: 49.99 ea.  
From Calvin Klein Jeans and DKNY 
Jeans. Misses & petites. H 1284480. 
Women’s prices slightly higher.

DOORBUSTER 9.99 
SWEATERS
Reg. $50, after 2pm: 12.99. 
Only at Macy’s. 
From JA John Ashford.

DOORBUSTER 
19.99 
MEN’S UNLISTED 
BOOTS 
Orig.* $75, after 2pm: 
34.99. From Kenneth Cole.

DOORBUSTER 50% OFF 
DRESSES
Doorbuster $25-$42. Reg. $50-$84, 
after 2pm: $30-50.40. From Rare 
Editions, Sweet Heart Rose and 
more. Girls' 2-16; infants' 
3-24 mos.

DOORBUSTER 2 FOR 24.99 
BRAS
Reg. $33-$38 ea., after 2pm: 
buy 1, get 2nd for 75% off. From 
Bali®, Playtex®, Maidenform® and 
Warner's®. Shown: Bali® Double 
Support H 3212.

DOORBUSTER 49.99  
DIAMOND BRACELET. Reg. $200, after 
2pm: $75. Victoria Townsend 1/2 ct. t.w.‡ in 18k 
gold over silverplated brass (H 1894046) or 
silverplated brass (H 1894045).

DOORBUSTER $199  
DIAMOND STUDS 
Reg. $600, after 2pm: 
$315. 1/2 ct. t.w.‡  
in 14k white gold.  
H 590445.

DOORBUSTER EXTRA 20% OFF  
SHOES & BOOTS FOR HER
Doorbuster 31.99-$200.  
Reg. 45.50-$250, select styles  
after 2pm: 39.99-99.99. Juniors  
& Impulse styles and select brands.  
For example: H 1855798 & H 1814161.

DOORBUSTER 60% OFF  
CROSSBODY BAGS
Doorbuster 27.60-39.20. Reg. $69-$98, 
after 2pm: 41.40-58.80.  
Only at Macy’s.  
From Style & Co.  
and Marc Fisher. 

DOORBUSTER 60% OFF  
ALL 9-PC. & 10-PC. 
COMFORTER SETS
Doorbuster 119.99-159.99. 
Reg. $300-$400, after 2pm: 
149.99-199.99. Queen or king. 
Shown: Brighton. H 1640147.

DOORBUSTER 39.99 6-PC. SHEET SET
Reg. $140-$160, after 2pm:  
79.99. Only at Macy’s.  
420-thread count.  
Egyptian Cotton.  
Includes 4 pillowcases.  
Queen or king. H 671981.

DOORBUSTER 59.99  
5-PC. SPINNER SET
Reg. $200, after 2pm: 
99.99. New & only at 
Macy’s. Tag Springfield 
luggage. H 1611059.

SATURDAY, FEB. 21 SHOP 9AM-11PM (IT’S A SALE TOO BIG TO FIT IN A DAY!)
ALSO SHOP FRIDAY, FEB. 2O FROM 9AM-1OPM HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM & CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION. 

FREE SHIPPING & FREE RETURNS AT MACYS.COM. FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. FREE RETURNS BY MAIL OR IN-STORE.  
U.S. ONLY. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

DOORBUSTERS 5 HOURS ONLY! 9AM-2PM 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

ONE DAY SALE
Need it in a hurry? Now you can shop ahead on macys.com and pick it up the same day 
at your nearest Macy’s store. It’s fast, free and easy! Details at macys.com/storepickup

DOORBUSTER 40% OFF  
BLENDERS & FOOD PROCESSORS
Doorbuster 23.99-257.99.   
Reg. 39.99-429.99, after 2pm:  
29.99-299.99. From left: Ninja, 
#QB3005 (H 1654033) &  
NutriBullet #NBR1201 (H 728155).

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS 
OR DEALS OF THE DAY

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE. 
VALID 2/20 ‘TIL 2PM OR 2/21/15 ‘TIL 2PM. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

$2OOFF

SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL
AND HOME ITEMS!

WOW! $2O OFF Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super 
buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/electronics, floor 
coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: 
athletic apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys 
merchandise, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, New Era, 
Nike on Field, previous purchases, selected licensed depts., 
services, special orders, special purchases.   Exclusions 
may differ at macys.com. Cannot be combined with any 
savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except 
opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated 
as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. 
When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated 
to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be 
redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied 
as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $50 
or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

VALID 2/20 ‘TIL 2PM OR 2/21/15 ‘TIL 2PM. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

WOW! $1O OFF

$1OOFF

SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL  
AND HOME ITEMS!

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE. 

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS 
OR DEALS OF THE DAY

Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super 
buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/electronics, floor 
coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: 
athletic apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys 
merchandise, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, New Era, 
Nike on Field, previous purchases, selected licensed depts., 
services, special orders, special purchases.   Exclusions 
may differ at macys.com. Cannot be combined with any 
savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except 
opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated 
as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. 
When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated 
to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be 
redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as 
payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or 
more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

SELECTIONS FOR HER:
SPORTSWEAR FOR MISSES,  
PETITES & WOMEN, IMPULSE 
HANDBAGS

DOORBUSTER  
25% OFF REGULAR &  

SALE PRICES

SELECTIONS FOR HER:
FAMOUS MAKER & DESIGNER 
COLLECTIONS, DRESSES, SUITS  
& CAREER SPORTSWEAR

DOORBUSTER  
2O% OFF REGULAR &  

SALE PRICES

N5010044L.indd   1 2/12/15   2:47 PM
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mercial development and oth-
er fiscal issues.
 “The Potomac Yard Metro 
station would be the biggest 
catalyst to boost the tax base,” 
he said. “I would expedite the 
project that is two and a half 
years behind schedule … The 
NoMa – Gallaudet U Metro 
station in D.C. attracted $2 
billion in private investment 
for mixed-use and transit ori-
ented development.”
 As mayor, Donley said he 
can better use zoning powers 
to increase the number of af-
fordable housing units in the 
city. In addition, he wants more 
funding for Alexandria City 
Public Schools, made possible 
by expanding the tax base.
 But Euille said he is more 
than happy to run on his re-
cord in office.
 “I have a proven track record 
that speaks for itself,” he said.
 Euille said he’s brought 
closure to the 45-year-long 
discussion on redeveloping the 
Potomac waterfront, reached a 
deal with the Old Dominion 
Boat Club after 20 years of 
brinkmanship, shut down the 
GenOn coal-fired power plant, 

is working with WMATA on 
the Old Town bus barn prop-
erty and has got the new Metro 
station moving forward. 
 Euille says his vision mov-
ing forward is to focus on 
education, job creation and 
affordable housing.
 “Despite the economic chal-
lenges Alexandria and cities 
all over the country are facing, 
we’ve weathered the storm 
well," he said. "I have a lot of 
support and people believe in 
my leadership direction. I hope 
I have their support.”
 The mayor was quick to 
reject Donley’s criticism for 
the delay of the Potomac Yard 
Metro station.
 “The project got bogged 
down with the National Park 
Service and Federal Transit 
Administration," Euille said. 
"We’ve met with the secretary 
of the interior and director 
of the National Park Service. 
We’re now back on track with 
city council set to select a site 
in late April or early May.”
 City Councilor Justin Wil-
son said so far all the drama is 

ElEctions 
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

Ray, though she would not 
confirm what exactly she will 
be kicking off — a mayoral or 
a city council campaign. Sil-
berberg admitted she is pon-
dering a mayoral run.
 “Alexandrians across the 

city, from Old Town to the West 
End, have been encouraging me 
to run,” she said. “I’m deeply 
honored and I am giving the 
race serious consideration.”
 Should Silberberg run, 
she’ll face two individuals 
with mountains of mayoral 
experience. Bill Euille has 
been in office since 2003, 

while Democrat Kerry Don-
ley served two terms in the 
top job himself before Euille.
 Before becoming mayor, 
Donley served on city council 
from 1988 until 1996. Donley is 
a senior vice president at John 
Marshall Bank in Alexandria. 
 Donley said his biggest 
priorities are fostering com-

Mayor Bill Euille

Vice Mayor Allison SilberbergKerry Donley

SEE ElEctions | 9

Although Mayor Bill Euille touts 
a number of his actions over 
the last several years, from 
planning the redevelopment of 
the Potomac waterfront to shut-
ting down the GenOn coal-fired 
power plant, Democrats are 
lining up to challenge him for 
reelection. Former Mayor Kerry 
Donley has already announced 
his candidacy, while Vice Mayor 
Allison Silberberg is contem-
plating a run of her own.
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As a minority growing up in South Carolina, astronaut Charles Bolden faced resistance from elected 
officials as he worked to secure admission to one of the country's military academies. But that experi-
ence taught him the perseverance he would need to become an astronaut.

   Bolden told students with 
hard work, some of them 
could go to Mars and the In-
ternational Space Station. He 
said studying hard, working 
hard and not being afraid to 
fail would allow students to 
achieve what they want in life.
 As a young black man grow-
ing up in Columbia, S.C., Bold-
en said the thought of becoming 
an astronaut never even crossed 
his mind. Little did the young 
Bolden know, he would travel 
into space four times — twice 
commanding and twice piloting 
missions on the space shuttles 
Columbia, Challenger and En-
deavor — and be appointed by 
the first black president as ad-
ministrator of the nation’s space 
agency, NASA.

my big 
motivator from 

the seventh grade 
on was getting an 
appointment to the 
united states naval 
academy. i grew up 
in the segregated 
south and trying to 
get an appointment 
out of people like 
[senators] olan d. 
Johnston, strom 
thurmond and albert 
Watson. Well, they 
said, ‘it ain’t gonna 
happen.’ so, i wrote 
to the vice president 
[lyndon B. Johnson]”

- charles Bolden 
astronaut

Capri was even more breathtaking than I imagined, and I thought to myself: remember this.

Remember the incredible picnic at the Colosseum that our Destination Concierge arranged just for us. The poolside talks we had on board about first 
crushes and best friends. And, how just being together (even without a hot air balloon) is enough to make your spirit soar.

It’s funny; I don’t remember a single thing from our Celebrity cruise—I remember everything.

Alaska • Asia • Australia/New Zealand • Bermuda • Caribbean • Europe • Galapagos • South America 
Visit celebritycruises.com/dc, call 1-888-283-7485, or contact your travel agent. 

©2015 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

7219bh CELwashAlexandria.indd   1 2/16/15   10:33 AM
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    The space shuttle played an 
important role in diversifying 
the space program, he said.
 “The shuttle was an incred-
ible technological invention. I 
would never have been able to 
go into space without the shut-
tle,” he told students. “The space 
program before that wasn’t di-
verse at all. If you look around 
this room, and look around your 
class, you see how different you 
all are, you have lots of races, 
lots of cultures … some of you 
represent different countries.
 “The space shuttle allowed 
us to bring different people, 
just like this school, into space. 
As of today, I can’t even count 
the number of nations that have 
gone into space because of the 
shuttle.”
 Bolden had big dreams as a 
young man, despite the barriers 
that he encountered growing up.
 “My big motivator from the 
seventh grade on was getting 
an appointment to the United 

States Naval Academy. I grew 
up in the segregated South and 
trying to get an appointment out 
of people like [senators] Olan 
D. Johnston, Strom Thurmond 
and Albert Watson. Well, they 
said, ‘It ain’t gonna happen.’ 
So, I wrote to the vice president 
[Lyndon B. Johnson].” 
 Bolden got the attention he 
wanted and was later visited 
by a Navy recruiter and former 
federal judge tasked by John-
son to identify qualified young 
black men to attend the service 
academies. The appointment 
he was determined to earn be-
came a reality.
 Upon graduation, Bolden 
joined the U.S. Marine Corps. 
His first weeks in basic offi-
cer training in Quantico were 
where Bolden made a key ca-
reer decision. 
 “I hated crawling around in 
the mud, so I needed an alter-
native,” he said. “And the best 
alternative was to go to [Naval 
Air Station] Pensacola and do 

PHOTO/SuSan HaLE THOMaS
Astronaut Charles Bolden encouraged students at Jefferson Houston School to pursue their career goals 
through hard work, education and persistence. He explained how science and math education apply in the 
real world, both at NASA and in other professions.

astronaut 
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Apply online today at 
cofcu.org or call (703) 823-5211

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Balance transfers may not be applied to other CommonWealth One 
loan balances. This o�er is non-transferable. 0% promotional rate for 12 months on all transfers 
made February 1, 2015 through March 31, 2015. 3% balance transfer fee applies for the special o�er.  
O�er ends March 31, 2015.

Not A Member? Not A Problem!
If you live, work, or worship in Alexandria,

you can bank with us.

0%
APR*

Visa® Balance
 Transfers 

Get your ducks in a row

for 12 months

Get a CommonWealth One
Visa Credit Card today.

Choose Rewards or Cash Back.

CURewards with rates as low as 8.90
Cash Back with variable rates as low as 8.25

No Annual Fee • No Cash Advance Fee • Limits up to $25,000

Hurry! O�er ends March 31.

%
APR*

%
APR*

0%
APR*

1804 Mount Vernon Ave Alexandria, VA 22301

Classes in guitar, piano, 
brass instruments, voice, & percussion 

703-836-2427

Registration now open. 

Less than $8/Class 9wks/$70

Classes begin March 12th

Contact: cheryl_gage@uss.salvationarmy.org

something I said I would never 
do and that was fly airplanes. 
That’s how I got into aviation.” 
 Having been impressed 
with one of his instructors, 
who was a test pilot, Bolden 
continued pushing the limits 
and went to United States Na-
val Test Pilot School in Patux-
ent River, Md. It was there 
Bolden met the first black as-
tronaut, Ronald McNair, and 
was so inspired by his courage 
that Bolden applied to the as-
tronaut program.
  Both of his parents were 
teachers and assumed Bolden 
would go into the Navy and be 
safe on a ship.
 “During Vietnam, my mom 
was raging,” he said. “When I 
told them I was going to be a Ma-
rine they both just went berserk. 
And then, when I mentioned I 
was going to become a test pilot 
they didn’t like that either.
 “My mother didn’t like 
anything I did.” 

 Students, Mayor Bill Euille, 
schools Superintendent Alvin 
Crawley, school board chair-
woman Karen Graf and school 
board members Bill Camp-
bell and Marc Williams lis-
tened keenly as Bolden de-
scribed what it was like to go 
into space. Students sat with 
mouths agape. 
 “You’re laying on your back 
for several hours waiting, and 
then all of the sudden, when 
it’s time to lift off, BOOM!” 
Bolden said. “You feel this ex-
plosion in the rockets and all 
of the sudden the vehicle goes 
VROOM. And you can feel 
yourself lift off relatively gen-
tly, but you start going really 
fast and you go from go from 
0 to 17,500 miles per hour in 
eight-and-a-half minutes. The 
speed at which we go eventu-
ally gets to what we call orbital 
velocity. That’s fast enough to 
keep you going around earth.”
 At the end of Bolden’s 
presentation, he described the 
amazing view of Earth from 
the space shuttle and how 

peaceful the planet seems 
from above. The astronaut en-
couraged the students and said 
even the smallest of voices can 
make a difference in the world 
if they set their minds to it.
 He shared the story of Nkosi 
Johnson, a 12-year-old South 
African boy who inspired the 
world not to stereotype people 
suffering from AIDS but to fight 
the disease. Before his death in 
2001, Johnson left an uplifting 
message for the world:  
 “Do all you can, with what 
you have, in the time you have, 
in the place you are,” he said.
 After the presentation, the 
more than 400 inspired stu-
dents left the gymnasium and 
participated in hands-on ex-
periments designed by NASA 
educational specialists.
 The future may be unpre-
dictable, but what is certain is 
that some of those Jefferson-
Houston students went home 
that day with the revelation 
that whatever they want to do 
in life is obtainable with hard 
work and determination.

astronaut 
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on the mayoral side.
 “If Allison runs, things 
will be extremely interest-
ing,” he said. “[If] I wasn’t 
running for office, this would 
be a good one to sit back with 
a bag of popcorn and watch.”
 He said he was upbeat 
about the elections and hope-
ful that council will be willing 
to tackle difficult issues.
 “It does no one any good to 
avoid them," he said. "It’s not 
fun, but people want to see a 
council willing to do just that.” 
 The Republican field for 
city races is beginning to shape 
up as well. Chris Marston, 
chairman of the Alexandria 
Republican City Committee, 
said the party is in the midst of 
cultivating candidates for the 
campaign. Although a potential 
Republican mayoral challenger 
is considering a run, he is not 
ready to announce his candi-
dacy, Marston said.
 Marston said a number of 
individuals are coming for-

ward to run for city council. 
Unlike local Democrats, the 
local GOP will hold a fire-
house primary to choose its 
slate of candidates in late May.
 Among those pondering 
a run are former City Coun-
cilor Frank Fannon, resident 
and previous council candi-
date Bob Wood, local busi-
ness owner Fernando Torrez 
and attorney Monique Miles, 
Marston said.
 Marston said the GOP likely 
will center their campaigns on a 
sense of dissatisfaction felt by 
many Alexandria residents.
 "We think there is a wide-
spread feeling that city coun-
cil just is not responsive to 
citizens, and that’s their critical 
role," he said. "We'll be holding 
[the incumbents] to account for 

decisions they've made without 
consulting citizens or contrary 
to what they want."
 And political newcomer 
Willie Bailey announced his 
bid to become a Democratic 
candidate. A native Alexandri-
an, Bailey graduated from T.C. 
Williams in 1983 and served 
for 21 years in the U.S. Army, 
retiring as a sergeant first class. 
Bailey currently works as a fire 
captain for Fairfax County Fire 
and Rescue and has been with 
the department for 24 years. 
 Issues Bailey would like to 
focus on if he is elected are af-
fordable housing and improv-
ing youth engagement, while 
he said it is alarming that only 
11 percent of city workers live 
and work in Alexandria due to 
the high cost of living.

if allison runs, things will be 
extremely interesting. [if] i wasn't 

running for office, this would be a good 
one to sit back with a bag of popcorn 
and watch.”

- Justin Wilson, city councilor
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“Fifty Shades of Gray” is 
cliched, boring, awful
By richard roEPEr

 More like three shades of 
“Meh.”
 The long-awaited, highly an-
ticipated, much-discussed film 
adaptation of the first segment 
of E. L. James’ inexplicably 
popular “Fifty Shades” trilogy 
is a tedious exercise in dramatic 
wheel-spinning that doesn’t 
have the courage to explore the 
darkest elements of the charac-
ters and doesn’t have the origi-
nality to stand on its own merits.
 Basically, they made a 
lousy, mid-2000s-era Katherine 
Heigl romance with a handful 
of explicit sex scenes spliced 
throughout the familiar cliches.
 This is the kind of movie 
where the lead character sits 
on the edge of the bed, never 
once looking at his lover as he 
finally reveals the deepest secret 
that explains who he is — and 
guess what, when he finally 
turns around, she’s been asleep 
all along.
 Fidget and sigh.
 Out of a sense of pop culture 
obligation, I read “Fifty Shades 
of Grey,” which was not par-
ticularly well written but at least 
had a certain pulpy, randy, page-
turning quality. In the hands of 
director Sam Taylor-Johnson, 
the movie is tepid, slow-moving 
and maddeningly repetitive. 
How many times does Anasta-
sia have to ask Christian why he 
won’t sleep in the same bed with 
her when he’s been telling her 
again and again AND AGAIN 
he doesn’t do romance?
 For those who don’t know 
the story: Late-blooming col-
lege senior Anastasia “Ana” 
Steele (Dakota Johnson) inter-
views the mysterious 20-some-
thing billionaire Christian Grey 
(Jamie Dornan) for the school 
newspaper. Sparks are ignited 
and fireworks ensue — but 

Christian doesn’t believe in tra-
ditional romance.
 Instead, he wants Anastasia 
to sign a contract in which she 
will agree to be the “Submis-
sive” and he will be the “Domi-
nant.” From that point, it’s a 
constant tug of war, with Anas-
tasia trying to reach Christian’s 
heart, and Christian trying to 
get Anastasia to sign the con-
tract, with many an interlude in 
Christian’s “play room,” which 
is filled with bondage devices, 
whips and chains.
 So it’s “Pretty Woman” with 
harnesses and spanking instead 
of a trip to Rodeo Drive.
 The problems begin with 
the casting. Dakota Johnson 
(daughter of Don Johnson and 
Melanie Griffith) actually has a 
spark of talent, and she owns a 
couple of terrific moments, e.g., 
when Anastasia drunk-dials 
the hot-and-cold Christian and 
imitates his inconsistent treat-
ment of her. Johnson is a pretty 
girl, though not a conventional 
movie-star beauty, which fits the 
character of Anastasia, an attrac-
tive but socially awkward and 
confidence-lacking bookworm 
who remains a virgin through 
her senior year in college.
 Jamie Dornan as Christian 
Grey is an unmitigated disas-
ter. His opening move in nearly 
every scene is to pose as if he 
just stepped out of the display 
window of a high-end men’s 
fashion store, and his line read-

ings cover the gamut from balsa 
to oak to pine to mahogany. 
Whether Christian is saying, 
“Anastasia, you have a beautiful 
body,” “I don’t do romance,” or 
the instantly legendary, “I’m 50 
shades of f--- up!,” it’s a shal-
low, one-note performance.
 I know: Christian Grey is 
SUPPOSED to be a closed-off, 
robotic character who can find 
pleasure only when dominating 
young, impressionable women. 
But that seems only a few steps 
away from “American Psycho,” 
and yet I never believed this guy 
as the head of a multi-billion-
dollar corporation and I certainly 
didn’t believe him in the scenes 
when he’s supposed to be getting 
his kicks by physically and emo-
tionally humiliating Anastasia. 
He’s a boor and a bore.
 There are a few moments 
that are pretty shocking for a 
mainstream American film, as 
when Anastasia matter-of-factly 
reads through the Dominant-

Submissive contract out loud 
and makes Christian cross off 
a number of the more hardcore 
activities. And there’s certainly 
a lot of nudity.
 But even as Christian keeps 
telling Ana he doesn’t do ro-
mance, “Fifty Shades of Grey” 
constantly references the Ro-
mantic Movie Playbook.
 Let me count just some of 
the ways:
• Post-coital morning scene in 
which she wears his shirt and 
cooks him breakfast? Check.
• Comedic relief dinner scene 
where he takes her to meet his 
family? Check.
• Wisecracking, concerned 
roommate for her, and ne’er do 
well brother for him? Check.
• Helicopter ride? Check. (We 
also get a glider sequence as 
well. They’re taking flight, 
literally and metaphorically! 
Again!)
• He sends her thoughtful gifts 
with handwritten notes? Check.

• She gets up in the middle of the 
night and of course he’s awake, 
and they have a meaningful con-
versation? Check.
 How is any of this edgy? 
How is any of this different 
from a hundred other movie ro-
mances?
 On a few rare occasions, 
“Fifty Shades” reminds us 
we’re watching the story of a 
deeply disturbed man who will 
put his girlfriend over his knee 
and spank her like a child when 
she rolls her eyes at him — and 
a young woman who is smart, 
sweet, curious about the world, 
and well-loved by her family, 
and yet willingly enters into this 
man’s twisted world.
 Then it’s time to get back to 
the conventional stuff. If only 
once Christian Grey had demon-
strated even the slightest sense of 
personality. How can you have 
your own personal helicopter and 
not say to your date at some point, 
“GET TO THE CHOPPER!”

No ‘grey’ matter in this film
PHOTO/unIVERSaL PICTuRES 

Despite all the brouhaha surround-
ing the "50 Shades of Grey" nov-
els, the film adaptation is nothing 
more than your standard romance 
movie schlock, full of cliches and 
tired character tropes. Jamie Dor-
nan as Christian is supposed to 
be a boorish, closed-off character, 
but isn't believable as any of those 
things. Likewise, Dakota Johnson's 
Ana is more talented, but she can't 
escape the dreadful script.
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Each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walkers 
through 36 months) have fun in Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom. 
Playtime features a craft table, book 
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: American Legion, 400 
Cameron St., check in at museum first.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

now to February 28

DOWNTON ABBEY AT LEE- 
FENDALL TOUR The Lee-Fendall 
House will be offering special 
“Downton Abbey” themed tours of the 
museum. The tours will compare simi-
larities between people and places 
within the world of the television series 
and those of the Lee-Fendall House.
Time: 11 a.m. Saturdays
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789, 
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org

now to march 1

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON 
See some of the over 140 places in 
Alexandria today that are associated 
with George Washington. Admission 
is free.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: Ramsay House Visitors 
Center, 221 King St.
Information: 703-539-2549, joeshu-
mard@gmail.com or www.washington-
birthday.net/events

February 19

SESQUICENTENNIAL LECTURE
Fr. John Roddy, rector of the Church 
of St. Andrew and St. Margaret, will 
speak about ethics and morality in 
the Civil War as part of Alexandria’s 
Sesquicentennial Commemoration.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

February 21-22

TEA WITH MARTHA WASH-

INGTON Experience history with 
Martha Washington as she discusses 
18th-century tea customs as well as 
the fashion of the period. Party attire 
requested. Admission is $25.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

February 21

IF YOU LIVED IN SLAVERY 
Participants will experience the house 
from the perspective of its enslaved 
inhabitants, exploring the unique dif-
ferences between slavery in cities and 
on plantations. The tour will include 
the servant’s wing and kitchen area 
with its service bells, which are not 
regularly open to the public.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House Mu-
seum & Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789, 
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org

BLACK HISTORY LIVE WITH 
“THE CULTURE QUEEN”  
Jessica “Culture Queen” Smith encour-
ages children to take ownership of 
their roles as cultural ambassadors 
for their communities. She will take a 
fresh and culturally-relevant approach 
to enhancing children’s personal con-
nections to local and national African 
American history through music, move-
ment and crafts.
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

February 22

GEORGE WASHINGTON SYM-
POSIUM Each year, leading scholars 
of the life and era of George Washing-
ton are invited to the Memorial to share 
their insights. The theme of this year’s 
George Washington Symposium is “Lib-
erty’s Alliance: Washington, Lafayette 
and Europeans’ Support of American 
Independence,” with three speakers 
scheduled: Stuart Leibiger of La Salle 
University in Philadelphia; Benjamin 
Huggins from the University of Virginia; 
and Julia Osman of Mississippi State 
University. Admission is free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: George Washington Ma-
sonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: 703-683-2007 or www.
gwmemorial.org

February 23

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to some-
one showing signs of a mental illness 
or mental health crisis. Registration 
is free, with space limited to 20 per 
class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

AGENDA: ALEXANDRIA 
Agenda:Alexandria presents “Down 
the Hatch: Alexandria’s Luscious Liba-
tions” with Steve Bashore, Bill Butcher 
and Todd Thrasher. Dinner catered by 
Bittersweet Catering. Reservations re-
quired. Tickets cost $32 for members 
and $37 for non-members if reserved 
before February 20. After February 
20, tickets cost $37 for members and 
$42 for non-members. The program 
only is free to members and $5 for 
non-members.
Time: Dinner at 6:45 p.m., program 
at 7:15 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage 5000 
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 703-548-7089 or 
agendaalexandria@aol.com

February 24

MUSIC AT MOUNT VERNON 
CONCERT SERIES Three concerts 
of chamber music, performed by 
members of the National Symphony 
Orchestra. Each performance is pref-
aced by a brief piece of Mount Vernon 
history, while afterwards guests enjoy 
champagne and gourmet chocolates 
with the musicians.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000,  
info@mountvernon.org or www.mount-
vernon.org

February 25

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The 
second of two sessions in which 
people can learn how to give initial 
help to someone showing signs of a 
mental illness or mental health crisis. 
Registration is free, with space limited 
to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

February 27

CAC GALA BENEFIT The sixth 
annual CAC GALA benefiting The 
Center for Alexandria’s Children. This 
year’s theme is “Glam ‘70s”. Tickets 
start at $150 per person, and can be 
purchased online.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Virtue Feed and Grain 
Restaurant, 106 S. Union St.
Information: 703-700-
7112, kturpindavis@aol.com or 
http://2015cacgala.eventbrite.com/

march 3

MORRISON HOUSE PRES-
ENTS: HAMPTON MANSION 
AND THE C Join local historian John 
H. Sprinkle Jr., Ph.D. of the National 
Park Service for an animated discus-

God of  Carnage         2/28 - 3/21

God of Carnage - Join us for the show that the 
New York Times called, “Satisfying primitive 
entertainment.” A playground altercation 
between two boys brings together two sets  
of parents for a meeting to resolve the 
matter. At first all is well, but as the evening 
progresses, the rum flows, the gloves come 
off the night becomes a side-splitting free-
for-all with parents behaving badly! Just how 
easy is it for the veneer covering our animal 
brutality to be stripped away? Come see 
this 2009 Tony Award winner and find out! 
Warning - show contains adult language.

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

Sold out!
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over the line  

West Potomac’s Colin O’Grady falls short in 
‘Jeopardy!’ Teachers’ Tournament semi-finals
 West Potomac High School 
has earned more national acclaim 
over the past two weeks, but 
in a slightly different way than 
normal, as 10th and 12th grade 
English teacher Colin O’Grady 
shot to prominence on the “Jeop-
ardy!” Teachers’ Tournament and 
reached the semi-finals.

 In December, he was lucky 
enough to be one of just 15 
teachers from across the coun-
try selected for the tournament 
after a rigorous audition pro-
cess. O’Grady then flew to Los 
Angeles, where he dominated 
the competition before bow-
ing out before he could have a 

shot at the championship and its 
$100,000 cash prize.
 The entire tournament was 
taped in mid-December over the 
course of two days as each show 
takes 25 minutes to be recorded 
and only its audio is occasion-
ally edited later.
 O’Grady has been teach-
ing in Fairfax County Public 
Schools since 2005 alongside his 
wife, and says that he did very 
little studying before picking up 
his buzzer on set due to his ob-
ligations as both a teacher and a 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Our Darling Doxie ~  
Rocky is one sweet guy. Aged six, Rocky loves 

treats, people and even cats.

Friendly, affectionate and playful, Rocky hopes  
his new human will like little fellows, 

fond of  snuggling on a cold winter’s day. 
FOR INFO ON THE CARE OF DACHSHUNDS, 
PLEASE CALL THE SHELTER AT 703-746-4774

AND VISIT WWW.ALEXANDRIAANIMALS.ORG. 
THANK YOU

Dachshunds 
love 

Doughnuts

parent of a young daughter.
 “I didn’t study at all, actu-
ally, and I think that’s the func-
tion of the amount of time that 
I had,” he said. “I didn’t want 
to sacrifice any of the time 
that I did have with my fam-
ily. There’s so many things 
that they can ask about, so you 
study something and it might 
be time well spent and it might 
not be, so I just decided that I 
knew what I knew. I read a lot, 
I look stuff up, I’m just curious 
by nature. 
 “The one thing I did work 
on a lot was wagering strategy. 
I’m not a math person, and there 
are a couple of blogs out there 
that are incredible at breaking 
down wagering strategy both 
for Daily Doubles and Final 
Jeopardy. I studied that a lot 
because I wanted to know go-
ing into Final Jeopardy if there 
was an edge and it was close, I 
wanted to be able to have that 
edge. Ultimately it didn’t turn 
out to matter.”
 O’Grady said that while it 
was a little awkward at first be-
tween the 15 educators on the 
show, they all bonded over their 
two shared loves: teaching and 
trivia.
 “The dynamic among the 
teachers is incredible, we all 
have that passion in common,” 

he said. “The best part of the 
whole thing was the way ev-
erybody rooted for each other. 
There was no sense of compe-
tition really, even though we 
were competing, there was no 
sense of people being upset that 
they lost.
 "It was so communal. There 
was no sense of worrying about 
losing; there was no sense of 
trying to beat anybody. Every-
body was rooting for everybody 
all the time. It was a really spe-
cial dynamic.”
 Staff and students at West 
Potomac have been very sup-
portive of O’Grady throughout 
the entire process, while his 
family descended on Los Ange-
les from all over the country to 
cheer him on.
 “The school’s been re-
ally supportive, my colleagues 
have been all getting together 
to watch it, students have been 
watching it, I’ve had a lot of 
kids that I don’t even know in 
the hallways saying congratula-
tions and wishing me luck,” he 
said. “They showed it during 
the day for a couple of days af-
ter it popped up on YouTube so 
kids could watch it. 
 “My sister came from Tex-
as, my brother lives in Bethes-
da and came out. My parents 
drove up to be there and my 

best friend drove from Arizona. 
They all knew and had to keep 
it a secret, which I think was 
tougher for them than it was 
for me because I have financial 
reasons to keep it a secret. I’ve 
heard from a little girl I used 
to babysit when I was 10, old 
neighbors I haven’t heard from 
in 10 or 15 years.”
 And what of Alex Trebek, 
the host of “Jeopardy!” since 
1984 and something of a living 
television legend? O’Grady and 
his peers were still left to pon-
der what he is really like off-
camera, as their only contact 
with him was on stage during 
filming.
 “The funny thing is, the 
only contact we have with Alex 
Trebek is on that stage, and it’s 
only when they’re actually tap-
ing,” he said. “What you saw 
on television is the extent of my 
interaction with him, there was 
none other than that. I didn’t 
know that going in. You never 
see him outside of that stage, 
he comes out from behind that 
stage, I don’t know what’s be-
hind it. He might be a robot that 
they keep in a closet, I’m not re-
ally sure.
 “He’s just this cultural icon 
that makes witty jokes when 

COuRTESy PHOTO 
Colin O’Grady poses with “Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek. O’Grady, 
an English teacher from West Potomac High School, reached the 
semi-finals of the show’s teachers’ tournament.

SEE o’grady | 18
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Welcome to the 2015 Alexandria Times Bridal Directory. 
Design your dream wedding with the help of top local vendors 
and some innovative approaches to planning your special day.  2015

Starting to plan your big day
By chris tEalE 

he early stages of 
planning a wedding 

can feel overwhelming  
and exhausting. Your big day 

is such a blank canvas at the 
start of the process, and it quick-
ly can feel weighed down by a 
blizzard of flowcharts, questions 
 and potential problems.
 However, in those initial 
days, there are a number of 
ways to get your planning off 
the ground and make things 
move forward in a positive di-
rection.
 First, it is always a good 
idea to work backwards by vi-
sualizing your wedding day, a 
process that Marilyn Patterson, 
the owner and chief experience 
organizer of Joyous Events 
LLC in Alexandria describes 
as “Start with the end in mind.”     
     At this point, looking online 
for inspiration and ideas can 
be helpful, with websites like 
Pinterest and Wedding Wire 
allowing you to gather your 
thoughts in one place. Failing 
that, a notebook or computer 

folder should be your first port 
of call when it comes to orga-
nizing those early ideas.
 The next step is one of the 
hardest — planning the budget 
for the entire day and ensuring 
that it remains affordable. Pat-
terson advises that weddings 
are often more expensive than 
intended, so in the planning 
process you must remain real-
istic both about what you can 
afford and what you are will-
ing to spend on your wedding.
 Part of the budgeting pro-
cess comes down to control-
ling the guest list, as Patterson 
says that approximately 45 
percent of your total expendi-
ture will go towards providing 
food and drink to your guests 
throughout the event. She adds 
that while social media chan-
nels like Facebook can be use-
ful in planning who to invite, it 
should not be the primary con-
tributor to your guest list.
 But in putting together your 
budget, there is one way that 
costs can be offset: through 

The Alexandria Times 
Bridal Directory

Tips for getting a wedding off the ground

SEE Bridal | 14
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gifts from others. For example, Patter-
son says, it may be possible to be gift-
ed things like your cake, your wedding 
gown or the evening’s entertainment if 
applicable, and these ways to mitigate 
some expenses can be very useful.
 If you don’t quite have the stom-
ach for doing everything yourself, 
there are plenty of wedding planners 
in the local area who are more than 
capable of helping you put together 
everything necessary for your big day.

 When first looking to engage a plan-
ner, Patterson says that you should look 
for those with credentials through for-
mal training and certifications, as well as 
whether they are a member of any profes-
sional associations. In the D.C. area, two 
groups to keep in mind are the Associa-
tion of Wedding Professionals of Greater 
Washington D.C. and the Association of 
Bridal Consultants — Virginia East.
 When examining and evaluating 
planners, Patterson emphasizes that it 
is important to understand what ser-
vice a planner provides for the money 
you spend. As with everything in life, 

getting value for money does not al-
ways mean that the cheapest option is 
the best one to select.
 In selecting a wedding planner, 
online reviews from other people 
planning their nuptials can be tre-
mendously helpful too. Websites like 
Wedding Wire and The Knot contain 
star-based ratings of every business 
and planner that advertises, and 
these can be a good way to determine 
whose services to engage.
 “As your advocate, counselor, 
advisor, reality checker and budget 
police, select a person with the skills 

ALON LIVNE     CLAIRE PETTIBONE     CLAIRE PETTIBONE ROMANTIQUE     
ELIZABETH FILLMORE     EVE OF MILADY     INES DI SANTO     MARISA      
PALOMA BLANCA     PETER LANGNER     PRONOVIAS     PRONOVIAS ATELIER     
ROMONA KEVEZA COUTURE     ROMONA KEVEZA LEGENDS     ROSA CLARA      
ROSA CLARA SOFT     SASSI HOLFORD     SUZANNE NEVILLE

Call for an Appointment  703 549 0387    www.HANNELORES.com
106 NORTH LEE STREET ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 
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1102 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 836-6866 • www.todayscargo.com

and personality that you can work with 
through the fun and challenges of the 
wedding planning journey,” Patterson 
says. “A planner is a necessity, not a 
luxury, and will manage the logistics 
and all of the other wedding team 
members on your behalf.  
 “This is one of the most important 
days of your life, so if you don’t regu-
larly plan events with a budget equal 
to that of your wedding, this is the 
time to bring in a professional.”
 That professional then can provide 
guidance and expertise on every aspect 
of your wedding, from the venue of the 

ceremony and reception to the aesthetics 
of the event. Identifying key people to 
help in each area — a florist, an officiant, 
an event stylist, a photographer, hair and 
make-up stylists and others — means you 
can have an efficient wedding team led 
by your planner, all of whom are work-
ing towards the common goal of ensuring 
your wedding is exactly as you want it.
 “Wedding planning will be an emo-
tional roller coaster ride, which takes 
diplomacy, risks, imagination, creativ-
ity, and lots of time to do well,” Pat-
terson says. “Nevertheless, remember 
to take time to enjoy the journey.”

 

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Enjoy our 
party platters

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com
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From Titans to Terrapins
T.C. soccer standouts 
head to Maryland after 
stints with D.C. united 
academy

By chris tEalE

 
  As freshmen, Jorge Calix 
and Eryk Williamson did not 
know each other very well. 
The pair attends T.C. Wil-
liams High School, but had 
not had much contact, except 
on the soccer field, where 
they first played against one 
another as youngsters in the 
Virginia State Cup.
 Just a few years on, their 
paths are heavily linked both 
on and off the field.  They 
train together at D.C. Unit-
ed’s youth academy in Wash-
ington, and now both have 
committed to play college 
soccer for the University of 

Maryland this fall after play-
ing for United’s Under-17/18 
squad.
 Calix, who was born in 
Iowa to Honduran parents 
but moved to Alexandria as 
a baby, joined United’s acad-
emy almost five years ago and 
is a member of the Honduras 
Under-20 National Team, hav-
ing previously represented the 
U.S. Meanwhile, Williamson 
is part of the U.S. Under-18 
team, and also helped the Ti-
tans win the state champion-
ship last summer.
 D.C. United plays in the 
U.S. Soccer Development 
Academy, the premier youth 
soccer league for boys in this 
country. The league has three 
age groups: Under-13/14s, 
Under-15/16s and Under-
17/18s, and boys train three 
or four times a week before 

playing games on the week-
end against other USSDA 
teams.
 Calix believes being in-
volved with such a high-level 
program has enabled him to 
become a much better player, 
as he is matching up against 
the best of the best in his age 
group every day in training.
 “I play with great guys,” 
he said. “Some of the guys I 
play with now are off to col-
lege, some have signed pro-
fessional contracts, some play 
with their national team. It’s 
just a high level and you learn 
your best soccer from playing 
at a high level. You want to 
be where the best players are 
at, that’s how you’re going to 
get better, by being in a good 
soccer environment.”
 Meanwhile, Williamson 
enjoys how well organized 
United’s academy setup is, 
and how it presents an appar-
ent pathway to a playing ca-

reer in the professional ranks.
 “I knew every training 
session what they were do-
ing, everything was sched-
uled a week before and they 
made sure that everything 
was on pinpoint and making 
sure everything was perfect,” 
he said. “It really caught my 
attention when I came to train 
with them and I really liked 
it, because it really shows 
how to become a professional 
soccer player.
 “I’ve learned that you 
have to pay attention to ev-
ery detail. Here, every touch 
has to be perfect, making sure 
you’re focused at all times 
during the game and just how 
to be a professional soccer 
player, what it takes, the risks 
you have to give up and how 
much dedication it takes.”
 Last month, both players 
went to the IMG Academy 
in Bradenton, Fla. as guest 
players with United’s first 

team, who are preparing for 
the 2015 Major League Soc-
cer season. Academy players 
being invited to train with the 
senior team in preseason is a 
relatively rare occurrence, so 
this was a chance of a life-
time for both.
 “It was a great experi-
ence,” Calix said. “I learned 
a lot. It’s a much higher level 
of soccer, much more physi-
cal, everything is just higher 
at the professional level. Be-
ing around them just made 
me better, I thought, great 
coaches, great players, it was 
a great environment.
 “The first couple of days, 
they welcomed us and it was 
a bit hard to get used to the 
team and get used to the lev-
el, but then after a while you 
gain confidence and you fit 
right in as if you’re part of the 
team. Even though they’re a 
lot older than us, once you 

COuRTESy PHOTO 
Jorge Calix eyes the ball during a recent USSDA match for D.C. United’s Under-17/18s. The Honduran 
Under-20 international has committed to the University of Maryland for the upcoming fall season.

SEE titans | 16
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gain confidence you play 
your game and you feel like 
you belong there and you fit 
right in with the team.”
 “It was good, they were 
great guys, they were helping 
us out,” Williamson agreed. 
“Having the guys there that 
have experience helping us 
out along the way was even 
better because it helped us 
progress as players. They 
were talking to us after, dur-
ing, even before practice, 
telling us to get on the ball 
if we are doing an attacking 
drill or making sure we’re 
tuned in defending.”
 Both chose Maryland be-
cause of its proximity to Al-
exandria, and because of the 
Terps’ strong record of pro-
ducing top players. As well 
as being perennial contenders 
for the NCAA national cham-
pionship, Maryland regularly 
produces players who go on 
to the highest levels of the 
game, like alums Graham 

Zusi and Omar Gonzalez, 
who were part of the U.S. 
Men’s National Team at the 
2014 FIFA World Cup.
 “[Maryland is] a very 
good program, and they pro-
duce a lot of professionals,” 
Calix said. “It’s a great place, 
a lot of great coaches, great 
players, it’s a great environ-
ment and it’s close to home. 
That way, my parents can 
come and watch me because 
ever since I was little they’ve 
been there supporting me and 
I don’t want that to end. I 
want them to be there at the 
real thing.”
 “I visited a couple of other 
schools, and I was impressed 
at Maryland by just really 
how professional they were, 
knowing that I want to be-
come a professional soccer 
player,” Williamson added. 
“The professional environ-
ment they had, knowing they 
produce many professional 
players, but the coaches as 
well, they were professional 
guys, they made sure my 
Mom was okay with every-
thing before talking to me.”

COuRTESy PHOTO 
D.C. United Under-17/18s forward Eryk Williamson is a current 
member of the United States Under-18s Men’s National Team and 
has committed to the University of Maryland.
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you miss something. I was very 
happy that I screwed something 
up because I wanted to be made 
fun of; I think that’s a ‘Jeop-
ardy!’ rite of passage. My sense 
of Trebek is the same as it was 
before. He’s this mysterious leg-
end.”
 For O’Grady, the chance to 
appear on one of his favorite 
shows is something that will 
live with him forever, espe-
cially since it came as part of 
a celebration of the work that 
teachers do across the country.
 “The way it brought all 
the teachers together, we’ve 
stayed in touch through social 
media from all over the coun-

try, it’s easy to call those teach-
ers friends now,” he said. “The 
last two weeks have been won-
derful, because we’ve all been 
rooting for each other and pub-
licizing each other’s episodes 
and not just our own, and that 
sense of positivity and com-
munity is something that feels 
so good. 
 “Anytime you go from an 
experience that shows you that 
side of humanity, even if it’s 
something as nerdy as a trivia 
show, that stays with you. 
Teaching is my whole life, and 
it’s been nice to have people 
looking at teachers and saying 
that these people are wonder-
ful, it’s a nice way of celebrat-
ing the profession, and that 
feels best of all.”

o’grady 
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Hilarious book humanizes 
America's leaders  
throughout history

By tErri schlichEnmEyEr

 The campaigning has started 
already.
 It sure seems like the last 
election ended yesterday, but 
here we go again. So: Democrat 
or Republican? Does policy in-
fluence your politics, or do you 
consider personal matters in the 
voting booth?
 Read “Party Like a Presi-
dent” by Brian Abrams, illus-
trated by John Mathias, and you 
might drink to both.
 Like every good citizen, you 
had a hand in putting somebody 
in the White House a few years 
back. Or maybe you didn’t. Ei-
ther way, you expect a sense of 
steady decorum and respect-
ability from the president of the 
United States. But that’s not al-
ways what you get. 
 Take our first president: con-
trary to what pop culture wants 
you to believe, George Wash-
ington wasn’t just some stuffy 
old guy with bad dentures. Yes, 
he was tucked snugly in bed by 
9 p.m., but there was a reason: 
in addition to being an accom-
plished white lightning distiller, 
ol’ George could reportedly put 
away the vino.
 Other presidents were no 
slouches in that department, 
either. Thomas Jefferson had 
a wine budget of somewhere 
around $300,000 in today’s 
currency. James Madison was 
famous for lively parties, most-
ly thanks to his wife Dolley. 
Andrew Jackson kept his staff 
properly, well, hydrated. Her-
bert Hoover enjoyed cocktails 
throughout Prohibition.
 But a bit of imbibing 
isn’t all that has happened in 
the White House. The wid-
owed John Tyler unabash-

edly wooed a woman young 
enough to be his daughter, as 
did Grover Cleveland (who 
also took responsibility for an 
illegitimate child). Woodrow 
Wilson was a philanderer, and 
Warren Harding liked to nick-
name his body parts.
 John Quincy Adams played 
billiards (gasp!). Ulysses Grant 
loved his smokes, while Chester 
A. Arthur loved to eat … and eat 
… and eat. Teddy Roosevelt’s 
drug of choice was caffeine — 
he was said to drink more than a 
gallon of coffee every day. JFK 
was notorious for his many vic-
es, and FDR loved nothing more 
than a good toga.
 But not everybody living at 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. was 
wild: Andrew Johnson rarely 
drank. James Polk was too busy 
working to indulge in anything. 
And William Henry Harrison 
wasn’t in office long enough to 
do anything improper.
 Presidents are people, too, 
so it shouldn’t surprise you that 

the Oval Office has been the 
Oh!-val Office a time or two in 
history. “Party Like a President” 
makes it all fun to read about.
 But scandal isn’t the only 
thing you’ll find in this book. 
Because this is, after all, a col-
lection of historical anecdotes, 
author Brian Abrams also in-
forms his readers while he 
entertains them with tales of 
Washington wickedness and ex-
ecutive excess.
 Abrams debunks myths, of-
fers up tasty sidebars, and serves 
up laughs — then he includes 
authentic drink recipes so we 
can guzzle like the GOP and 
dance like the Dems, too.
 This book obviously isn’t 
for stuffed-shirts who can’t take 
politics with a sense of playful-
ness. It’s irreverent, hilarious, 
and the illustrations by John 
Mathias make it easy to read, 
so find this book before the next 
election. “Party Like a Presi-
dent” will make it easy to plan 
your next party.

thE BookWorm

The scandalous side of the 
commander in chief

“Party Like a President: True 
Tales of Inebriation, Lechery, 
and Mischief from the Oval 
Office” 
by Brian Abrams, 
illustrated by John Mathias
c.2015, Workman 
$14.95 / $18.95 Canada
272 pages
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sion on the Hampton Mansion and the 
establishment of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Morrison House Hotel, 116 
S. Alfred St.
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

march 4

CIVIL WAR LECTURE Scott Nel-
son discusses the end of the war and 
its aftermath, the ways that Americans 
viewed the struggle by 1865 and how 
they began to form their own under-
standing of it. Seating is limited, $5 
donation requested.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

 
march 6

FAMILY PAINT NIGHT Teresa 
Brunson will guide you through paint-
ing your very own masterpiece. No 
experience needed.  Art supplies, pizza 
and soda provided.  Tickets are $15 
per adult, children under 12 years old 
are free and must be accompanied by 
one adult.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605 
Cameron St.
Information: 706-746-5560 or 
durantcenter@alexandriava.gov.

march 7

JAVA JOLT – PALEOERA 
ARTIFACTS AND ARTFORMS 
William “Jack” Hranicky, a former 
chair of the Alexandria Archaeological 
Commission, will present an illus-
trated lecture on recently discovered 
Virginia artifacts and art forms. Light 
refreshments will be served. Seating 
is limited and reservations are recom-
mended.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St., Suite #327
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE A 
parade down King Street to celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day, with other events 
including a dog show and a car show 
on North Pitt Street.
Time: 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: King Street from Union to 
Washington streets
Information: 703-475-9415 or www.
ballyshaners.org

march 11

FIRST LADIES OF THE CIVIL 
WAR Though the use of PowerPoint, 
explore the lives of Mary Todd and Va-
rina Howell with Kelly Hancock, exam-
ining them not only as first ladies but 
also as wives, mothers and widows.

Time: 6:45 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

march 14

HER STORY: WOMEN IN  
ACTION Celebrate women and learn 
about issues important to women and 
girls in your community with hands-on 
activities and the telling of Juliette 
Gordon Low’s story. Admission costs 
$6 per person, advance purchase 
recommended.
Time: 3 to 4:15 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
alexandriahistory.org

march 15

NOWRUZ FESTIVAL This Persian 
festival features performances by 
singers & dancers, food and artwork 
sales and the opportunity to share in 
the culture.
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 202-369-1515 or 
shohreh@noruzfestival.org

march 16

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The 
first of two sessions in which people 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Registra-
tion is free, but space is limited to 20 
per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

march 17

HOMESCHOOL DAY: HOW 
MUSEUMS CARE FOR OB-
JECTS Learn how museums store, 
care for and treat an object in order 
to preserve it for generations to 
come.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
historicalexandria.org

march 18

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which people 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Registra-
tion is free, but space is limited to 20 
per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

march 21

JAVA JOLT — ALMOST A 
BOOM: A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
NEW ALEXANDRIA Friends of Al-
exandria Archaeology sponsors a Java 
Jolt lecture with author Jay Roberts, 
who will discuss the little known neigh-
borhood of New Alexandria, which was 
proclaimed the "Coming Manufacturing 
Metropolis of the South" in 1893.
Time: 10 to 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St., Suite 327
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

DOCENT-LED TOUR OF 
FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE MU-
SEUM Come for an in-depth guided 
tour of Friendship’s firehouse and learn 
about the company’s firefighting pro-
cedures and equipment, as well as the 
different roles the organization played 
in serving the community. Tickets avail-
able for purchase online.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

march 22

WINTER WARMER LADIES TEA 
Choose from a variety of 18th-century 
desserts while you sip John Gadsby's 
special blend of tea or take a cup of 
American Heritage Chocolate. Historic 
guest Martha Washington will catch you 
up on the latest Alexandria news during 
the tea. Admission costs $35 per per-
son, tickets can be bought online.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

WONDERS OF SCIENCE Visit 
the Apothecary and discover curious 
objects, from poison bottles to dragon’s 
blood, and find out how they were 
used and if they worked. During these 
hour-long tours, Project Enlightenment, 
McLean High School’s historical-
reenactment society, will conduct 18th 
century scientific demonstrations which 
are certain to expand visitors’ knowl-
edge about science in the 1700s.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: www.apothecarymu-
seum.org.

march 24

MUSIC AT MOUNT VERNON 
CONCERT SERIES Three concerts of 
chamber music, performed by members 
of the National Symphony Orchestra. 
Each performance is prefaced by a brief 
piece of Mount Vernon history, while 
afterwards guests enjoy champagne and 
gourmet chocolates with the musicians.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington's Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountver-
non.org 
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at home

By mary g. PEPitonE 

 Hone your home to have a 
street-smart look.
 Creating curb appeal is a 
wise investment that often re-
quires brains and brawn, but not 
necessarily a big budget, says 
Jeffrey Fick of Fick Bros. in 
Baltimore. Named the National 
Association of the Remodeling 
Industry (NARI) 2014 Contrac-
tor of the Year award winner 
for residential exteriors, Fick 
Bros. is a century-old company  

spanning four generations.
 "With the new year, people 
are making personal reso-
lutions to look better. Why 
wouldn't you do the same for 
your home?" he says. "Spring 
is right around the corner, and 
freshening up the front of the 
home is in the air."
 Fick encourages homeown-
ers to try and look at their home 
from the street with new eyes. 
"It doesn't matter if your home's 
worth is $50,000 or $500,000, 
how it looks from the street 

certainly affects the property's 
value," he says. "You don't have 
to wait to sell it to spruce it up."

FrONT DOOr
 The entryway to your home 
creates a first impression. The 
front door pulls double duty. It 
welcomes guests, yet protects 
a household from intruders. 
Fick says a fresh coat of paint 
on the front door works won-
ders for the front facade.
 
    

PHOTO/BaLDWIn HaRDWaRE    
A well-designed doorknob on an exterior door has to pull double duty: 
It not only looks stylish, it also has to help provide a level of secu-
rity. This striking Baldwin Hardware Soho handle-set sets the tone for 
what's inside this contemporary home and retails for $455.

PHOTO/SHOOT & SHOWCaSE    
Facing an interior courtyard and enjoying unobstructed 
river views from two levels of the house, this home offers 
sophistication, comfort and a “turn-key” lifestyle.
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The importance of
street appeal

homE oF thE WEEk

 Life in Alexandria has always 
been linked to the Potomac River and 
this home is part of a waterfront com-
munity fully embracing those joys. 
Set amongst a variety of architectural 
styles, this residence with Victorian 
jack arches, an oriel and 
generous light embodies all 
the characteristics of cos-
mopolitan living.
 Generous spaces with 
elegant finishes and built-
ins transcend through-
out, offering inviting 
entertainment areas, a 
gourmet kitchen replete 
with state-of-the-art ap-
pliances and a central is-
land, breakfast or seating 
area and a charming deck 
for quiet morning coffee 
or libations while grill-
ing in the evening. Three 

luxuriously carpeted bedrooms, 
each with a private bath, provide 
perfect solitude and extensive 
storage quelling all concerns for 
one’s belongings. Spacious and 
engulfed in light is the master 

bedroom with cathedral ceiling.
 Including approximately 1,936 
square feet of beautifully main-
tained living space, further com-
forts offered are a large powder 
room on the entry level, two 

zoned heating and cool-
ing, generous laundry 
room, garage parking for 
one vehicle and an ad-
ditional covered parking 
space beyond.
   Brick paved sidewalks 
lined by manicured beds 
join the residences of this 
community where a ded-
icated water promenade 
promotes neighborly ca-
maraderie, further pro-
moting the enjoyment of 
the river that contributed 
to Alexandria’s early ex-
istence. 

A beautiful home by the Potomac river

At a Glance:
Address: 715 Fords Landing Way, 
Alexandria, VA, 22314
Price: $1,125,000
Style: Four-level townhouse

built: 1998
Exterior: Brick and stone
bedrooms: 3
Contact: Lauren Bishop, McEnearney Associates, Inc., 
202-361-5079, lbishop@mceneaarney.com

PHOTO/SHOOT & SHOWCaSE    
Palladian light fills the main level where hardwood floors, 
tall ceilings, numerous built-ins and a warming fireplace 
add to the metropolitan aura.
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  Your home design can take 
a turn for the better when you 
get a grip on the door's hard-
ware, too. A decorative ex-
terior handset will open the 
door to a home's design, and 
swapping out an old doorknob 
for a new one can make for a 
grand entrance. The doorknob 
is, in turn, both functional and 
ornamental.
 But, if the welcome has 
been worn out on your home's 
front door, it might be time for 
an upgrade. Today's doors are 
becoming more warp-resistant, 
energy-efficient and secure. 
Fick says to take cues from the 
existing door's size and style 
for an appropriate replacement. 
Fiberglass doors with a foam 
core are one of the most popular 
choices when replacing an old 
front door, with costs starting 
under $1,000.

rING IN SPrING

 When at the front door, a vis-
itor's first point of contact is the 
doorbell or knocker, so give the 
uninspired buzzer the ding-dong 
ditch. One of the most over-
looked components to a front 
door's decor, a decorative door-
bell ringer or doorknocker can 
be an inexpensive upgrade to the 
front of a home, starting under 
$100. A doorbell or doorknocker 
is also a small but mighty motif 
foreshadowing a personal sense 
of style found inside the home.

ILLuMINATING STyLE

 Shed new light on the front 
of a home by creating a warm, 
inviting atmosphere with new 
light fixtures. Fick says swap-
ping out old lighting is an easy 
fix, but it's important to choose 
fixtures that coordinate with the 
door's hardware and comple-
ment a home's architectural 

style. Light fixtures used out-
side should also be rated by the 
Underwriters Laboratories (UL 
Wet) to be safe when exposed to 
the elements.

INTO THE GuTTErS

 While gutters and down-
spouts serve important func-
tions, these elements are also 
architectural details that run the 
perimeter of the house. Whether 
constructed from aluminum or 
high-end metals such as copper 
and zinc, Fick says dented gutters 
falling off a house and full of tree 
debris never leave a good impres-
sion. Regardless of the material 
used, all installed gutters must 
be slightly pitched toward down-
spout holes, and water should be 
directed at least 2 feet away from 
the building's foundation.

DrIVING DESIGN

 Drive up a home's street ap-
peal by focusing on the largest 

front entry — the garage door. 
An attached garage door can 
constitute more than one-third 
of the front of a house, making it 
one of a home's most prominent 
curbside features.
 A fresh coat of paint on the 
garage door — coordinated 
with the front door design — 
can pull the look of an entire 
home together.
 If it's time for a new garage 
door, today's homeowner doesn't 
have to settle for builder's grade, 
standard raised-panel and win-
dowless garage doors. Manufac-
turers are rolling out new garage 
door options that are more insu-
lated and energy-efficient, with 
eye-catching styles accented by 
decorative hinges and pulls.

HArDSCAPING

 Homeowners can pour cre-
ativity into their driveways and 
walkways. The first impression 
of a house can start at the drive-
way and sidewalk as visitors 

make their way to the front door.
 Concrete, stone and pavers 
crack over time. Fick says re-
pairing or replacing damaged 
areas is a matter of safety and 
shouldn't be considered a su-
perficial fix. "Secure any loose 
bricks or pavers back into the 
walkway, and fix any deterio-
rating concrete as soon as you 
can," he says. "Not only are 
these imperfections an eyesore, 
they can be considered a trip-
ping hazard, and there's nothing 
pretty about that."
 As a homeowner, don't curb 
your enthusiasm for the outdoor 
aesthetic. The appearance of the 
front entrance sends a message 
about the homeowner. "You 
can make a big impact without 
spending big bucks: plant flow-
ers and put down a fresh bag of 
mulch in beds around the front 
door," he says. "How a house 
looks from the street is a re-
flection of the homeowner who 
lives inside."

PHOTO/DaVInCI ROOFSCaPES    
This Wichita, Kan. home featured on ABC's "Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition" has a welcoming look, with wide, well-groomed walkways. 

PHOTO/PELLa WInDOWS anD DOORS
Open the door to good design by focusing on your home's entryway. Pella's Craftsman Collection of wood 
entry doors creates a warm, inviting atmosphere before visitors even step inside.
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Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
 Your coverage of legisla-
tive efforts in Richmond to 
undermine public education 
was terribly one-sided (“Pri-
vate school scholarships pick 
up steam in Virginia,” Feb-
ruary 5). Virginia’s constitu-
tion effectively blocks private 
school vouchers to religious 
schools, yet Republican ex-
tremists are aggressively try-
ing to circumvent it.
 The article by the Watch-
dog.org investigative reporter 
Kathryn Watson was embar-
rassingly one-sided and un-
professional. She failed to ask 
any of our local state legisla-
tors or school board members 

about their views. Nor did 
she balance the opinions of 
voucher supporters with the 
perspectives of teachers, pol-
icy experts, or civil libertar-
ians. She even let the absurd 
claim that giving more state 
taxpayer dollars to private 
schools would reduce state 
spending go unquestioned.
 As a board member of a 
local independent school and 
the father of a child who has 
attended private schools from 
junior kindergarten to high 
school, I strongly believe that 
it is wrong to use taxpayer dol-
lars to fund private education. 
We should be investing more 
in our local public schools, 

which educate the overwhelm-
ing majority of our children.
 It is historically ignorant to 
give tax dollars to unaccountable 
private organizations in a state 
infamous for shutting down pub-
lic schools to fund racist acad-
emies in massive resistance to 
school desegregation.
 Alexandria is blessed 
with several excellent private 
schools that provide hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in fi-
nancial aid to low and mod-
erate income families. They 
don’t need to take scarce re-
sources from public schools 
to keep up their good work. 

- Joseph Liu
Alexandria

our View

your Views

 Though only eight miles from Washington and all the 
machinations that take place in our nation’s capital, Alexan-
dria normally seems a world apart: we do things in a more 
polite, more genteel manner. We have our garden tours, our 
parades, our heritage festivals and our charity events.
 The Democratic Party rules here, but they are generally cor-
dial toward Republicans in the city, whom they seem to view 
more with pity than contempt. The gloves seldom come off.
 It is rare for an established, Democratic incumbent in the 
Port City to face a serious primary challenge. It didn’t happen 
in all the years Jim Moran held the 8th Congressional District 
seat. It didn’t happen in all the years Patsy Ticer held the 30th 
District seat in the Virginia Senate. But it’s about to happen to 
Mayor Bill Euille in this year’s Democratic primary.
 Euille faces one declared challenger in former Mayor 
Kerry Donley. There is also speculation that Vice Mayor Alli-
son Silberberg and possibly other city councilors are mulling 
mayoral bids.
 The interesting question is: “Why?”
 Euille hasn’t been involved in any scandal, nor does he 
have any boorish behavior on his ledger. He tirelessly rep-
resents the city at charity functions — often several in one 
evening — and at schools and sporting events. Alexandria has 
prospered under his watch. 
 So why are several members of Alexandria’s Democratic es-
tablishment poised to rock the boat in what could be a divisive 
primary contest? Do they smell the proverbial “blood in the wa-
ter” following his primary defeat in the race to succeed Moran?
 It's a tough break for a dedicated long-time public servant 
— and could prove to be a shift from the city's usual collegial 
atmosphere.
 On the other hand, a true challenge should lead to an open 
airing of issues. With no competition, an incumbent doesn’t 
have to answer for much, at least not until the general election.
 It’s a general rule of economics that the consumer benefits 
from competition. The more brands there are to choose from, 
the pickier the consumer can be about what matters to them. 
Alexandria’s political consumers, our voters, will have the 
opportunity to kick the tires on at least two and possibly three 
or more Democratic mayoral candidates before choosing their 
2015 model.
 The contest would be fascinating as well, pitting the in-
cumbent Euille — Alexandria’s first black mayor — against 
Donley, who preceded Euille in the post. And if Silberberg, 
who was a political newcomer when she burst on the scene in 
2012 but garnered more votes than any councilor to become 
vice mayor, also jumps in the fray, watch out.
 Whether it’s a two-, three- or even four-way race, this 
year’s Democratic primary is shaping up to be like none in 
recent memory. It will be interesting, fun and hopefully in-
formative. But it’s also somewhat sad that the city’s collegial 
atmosphere may be in retreat.

A mayoral contest 
like no other

Coverage of private school 
scholarships missed the mark
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 The Virginia General Assem-
bly's refusal to expand the state 
Medicaid program places more 
than 5,000 very low-income (most-
ly "working poor") residents of Al-
exandria at a continued high risk of 
poor health, premature death, and 
increased financial instability.
 Research clearly shows that 
individuals without health insur-
ance are much less 
likely to receive pre-
ventive health care and 
are more likely to de-
lay medical treatment 
or forgo it altogether 
due to cost. They are 
at higher risk for pre-
ventable hospitaliza-
tions and for missed 
diagnoses of serious 
health conditions. Not 
granting Medicaid eli-
gibility to this popula-
tion exacerbates exist-
ing coverage and access disparities 
among racial and ethnic groups 
across the Commonwealth. 
 As the mayor of Alexandria, I 
am extremely troubled by the fact 
that the General Assembly's failure 
to implement Medicaid expansion 
means that Alexandria (and Virgin-
ia) federal tax dollars are not be-
ing sent back to our city and other 
jurisdictions throughout the state, 
but rather are going towards help-
ing to increase coverage in other 
states that have opted to expand the 
program. For example, individuals 
with identical economic circum-
stances to that of our own low-in-
come population in Alexandria but 
who live just across the Potomac 
River from our city in Washington 
and in Prince George’s County, 
Md., have been the beneficiaries 
of Medicaid expansion funding for 
almost two years now. 
 Many of the estimated 5,000 
very low-income residents in Al-
exandria denied Medicaid eligibil-
ity are the working poor. These are 
non-elderly individuals who are 
either working part-time or full-

time but their incomes are too low 
to afford health insurance and they 
do not qualify for Medicaid. I be-
lieve an investment in their health 
would create a more productive 
workforce, leading to a growing 
local economy, more jobs and a 
more vibrant future. 
 The Alexandria City Council 
and I will continue to support the 

governor's efforts to ob-
tain an agreement with 
the General Assembly 
to expand the Medicaid 
program. However, in 
the absence of such an 
agreement, I believe we 
have a responsibility to 
many in our low-income 
community to do what 
we can to ensure that 
their health conditions 
are not made worse or 
deteriorate further as a 
result of the denial of 

their access to comprehensive Med-
icaid coverage. 
 To that end, with city council's 
approval I have appointed an Advi-
sory Panel on the Uninsured to ex-
amine their health care needs and 
to develop recommendations that 
can improve coverage for those 
greatest in need and to expand ac-
cess to essential health care servic-
es for many.
 The city of Alexandria cannot 
make our low-income population 
whole by guaranteeing each of 
them a comparable benefit package 
to that of Medicaid; only the state 
and federal government can do 
that. Nevertheless, Alexandria is 
a wealthy and compassionate city, 
one that has responded often and 
generously to those in need. And I 
am confident that our community 
will come together again and find 
the resources to help protect and 
preserve the health and well-being 
of many of our most vulnerable 
and economically disadvantaged 
citizens. 

The writer is the mayor of Alexandria. 

Senior Corner
with Amber Nightingale

 Every two seconds, someone’s 
identity is stolen. And with tax season 
upon us, con artists are stealing Social 
Security numbers to file for fraudu-
lent tax refunds. It’s a big problem. 
To date, the IRS has identified around 
15 million false tax returns alone. 

THE WArNING SIGNS
 How do you know if you’re a vic-
tim of tax identity theft? If someone 
files a fraudulent tax return using your 
identification, and then you file your re-
turn, the IRS will contact you by mail, 
stating that more than one return was 
filed using your Social Security num-
ber. Note that the IRS will 
not contact you by phone, 
email, text or social media. 
You can check the legiti-
macy of any IRS mailing 
by calling 1-800-829-1040.
 You’ll also get an 
IRS notice if someone 
uses your Social Security 
number to get a job, and 
the employer reports that 
income to the IRS using 
your number. The letter 
will indicate that you did not report 
all of your earnings on your tax return. 
Another warning sign could be receiv-
ing a W-2 or Form 1099 from an em-
ployer for whom you didn’t work.

IF yOu FALL VICTIM
 If you become a victim of tax iden-
tity theft, take the following steps:
• Contact the IRS immediately using 

the contact information on the notice 
you received. You’ll be asked to fill 
out a Form 14039, an IRS Identity 
Theft affidavit.

• Contact your bank and credit card 
companies and inform the credit 
bureaus of the fraud. Ask a credit 
bureau — Experian, TransUnion or 
Equifax — to place a free fraud alert 
on your report, and the others will 
follow. A fraud alert lasts 90 days, 
but you can renew it.

• Access your credit report free from 
all three credit bureaus. Ask the 
bureau that places your fraud alert 
how to obtain your reports.

• File an identity theft report with the 
Federal Trade Commission. This will 

help you get fraudulent information 
removed from your credit report and 
stop companies from trying to collect 
debts related to fraudulent activity.

• File a police report. Bring the form 
you filed with the FTC to the police.

TIPS FOr AVOIDING TAX 
IDENTITy THEFT
 It’s becoming ever more difficult 
to protect our identities, but here are 
some steps you can take to protect 
yourself and your family: 
• Monitor your credit reports. You 

can order free reports from all three 
credit bureaus once a year at www.

annualcreditreport.com.
     • Never give your 
Social Security number 
or other personal infor-
mation to a person who 
calls you by phone.
    • If you file your tax 
return electronically, be 
sure to use a private, pro-
tected wireless network. 
Filing your return from a 
local coffee shop, library 
or other public place is not 

a good idea.
• Provide information to your tax 

preparer in person — avoid send-
ing a fax that may easily be seen by 
someone else.

• Shred papers that contain sensitive 
personal information.

 Hopefully, you will never encounter 
any form of identity theft. Make sure to 
protect your personal information to 
the best of your ability, and know what 
to do if you’ve been victimized.
 Sign up for the Fraud Watch  
Network at www.aarp.org/fraudwatch-
network to get the latest information on 
identity theft and scams. You can also 
call the Fraud Watch Network Hotline 
at 1-877-908-3360 to get your questions 
answered directly by trained volunteers. 
And for help with filing taxes safely,  
see information about AARP’s Tax 
Aide program at www.aarp.org/taxaide.

The writer is the associate state 
director for AARP Virginia. She leads 
AARP’s educational and outreach ef-
forts in northern Virginia. She can be 

reached at anightingale@aarp.org.

Be Aware of Tax Identity Theft 

Amber Nightingale

my View 
By Bill Euille

Virginia General Assembly 
erred in not 

expanding Medicaid
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

69% No.

31% yes.
48 votes

In response to “Planning 
commission approves 
controversial assisted living 
facility,” February 12:
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t was almost two centu-
ries after Alexandria’s 
founding that the city’s 

most significant “dead end” 
at the southern end of Wash-
ington Street, where it reached 
Great Hunting Creek, was 
eliminated by the construc-
tion of the George Washing-
ton Memorial Parkway into 
Fairfax County in 1931. The 
parkway route that was select-
ed resulted in a lengthy cause-
way in the Potomac riverbed 
that closed a large swath of the 
mouth of the creek, which re-
sulted in silting of large parts of 
the creek and in a westerly di-
rection to Cameron Run far up-
stream. But by the mid-1950s, 
planning for even larger con-
struction projects would further 
exacerbate the creek currents. 
 After the end of World War 
II and the advent of America’s 
motorized suburbs, the Wash-
ington metropolitan area was 
particularly susceptible to 
traffic gridlock. In addition to 
the ever-increasing volume of 
commuter traffic passing from 
the nation’s capital to Mary-
land and Virginia, virtually all 
traffic moving from one side 
of the city to the other had to 
pass through the downtown 
area. One of the nation’s oldest 
north-south routes, U.S. Route 
1, barely moved traffic passing 
up and down the East Coast, 
and any vehicle moving be-
tween Maine and Florida had 
to journey through Alexandria 
and Washington. 
 By the 1950s, with the cre-
ation of the Interstate High-
way System by President 

Dwight Eisenhower, funds 
were finally available to build 
express highways to both 
connect and avert American 
cities. In Virginia, an early 
highway was proposed on 
the west side of Washington, 
moving through rural Tyson’s 
Corner to an area near Gum 
Springs. That plan eventually 
developed into a plan for the 
Washington Circumferential 
Highway, later shorted to the 
Capital Beltway, which skirt-
ed just to the south of Alexan-
dria along Cameron Run and 
crossed the Potomac on a low 
bridge that just skimmed the 
surface of the water.
 The original Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge was built in the 
early 1960s, and used an old 
railroad right-of-way whose 
original stone wall on the 
north side is still visible from 
the pedestrian walkway of the 
recently rebuilt bridge. From 
Maryland, the bridge approach 
sliced through the old Virginia 
Shipbuilding Company yard 
on the waterfront, passing un-
der Washington Street where 
it intersected with Route 1 — 

known as Richmond Highway 
— to the west. 
 As seen in the upper left-
hand corner of this image, taken 
in about 1990, the interchange 
between the two major road-
ways was elevated high above 
Great Hunting Creek, in a se-
ries of “flyover” ramps whose 
concrete abutments were 
placed in the creek on acres 
of landfill that further clogged 
the tributary. These actions, 
combined with intense devel-
opment in western Alexandria, 
interrupted the natural flow 
of the creek, causing tremen-
dous flooding along Cameron 
Run during periods of heavy 
rain. Ultimately, the natural 
creek bed that wandered from 
Springfield through Alexandria 
was eliminated, and the water-
way was straightened in a man-
made trench that paralleled the 
Beltway. But even today, when 
massive precipitation is pre-
dicted, the trickle of Cameron 
Run and Great Hunting Creek 
becomes a raging torrent.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.

Concrete solutions to growing traffic congestion

I

Last Week 
Did T.C. Williams Principal Suzanne Maxey make a personal 
impact on you or your child’s life?

This Week 
Should other Democrats challenge 
Mayor bill Euille's bid for reelection? 

Weekly Poll

A. yes, the debate will be good for the city.
b. No, Euille has done an admirable job.

out oF thE attic

West End resident writes:
 I swear that some of Alexan-
dria’s residents have to be the 
weakest citizens I have ever 
come across.
 That stretch of King Street is 
a neighborhood road and doesn’t 
nearly generate the level of traf-
fic that King Street does in either 
Old Town or the West End, ap-
proaching Bailey’s Crossroads. 
And yet those of us in the West 
End and Old Town deal with 
heavier traffic loads.
 Daniel Kotter said that the 
building would be “out of place,” 
but I don’t really see the big is-
sue. Those of us elsewhere in Al-
exandria live near many types of 
buildings — near industrial, com-
mercial and educational — yet we 
all manage to survive somehow.
 Sarah Pray seems to believe 
that the presence of senior housing 
will have a “negative impact on 
the community.” I would like to 
hear her further detail what those 
“negative impacts” are. Perhaps 
she is suggesting that these seniors 
will cause a decrease in the quality 
of life. I used to live near a senior 
high-rise apartment in South Ar-
lington, and the only “impact” that 
the apartment had was that the se-
nior citizens from that apartment 
would walk around the neighbor-
hood and tend to the community 
garden. Really scary stuff.
 Kudos to Ms. Griglione for 
not being afraid of change, and 
for thinking for more than just 
herself.
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From thE WEB Alexandria digs out and slides in
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PHOTOS By SuSan HaLE THOMaS

Across the Port City, residents took advantage 
of Tuesday's snow day to clean their driveways 
and have some fun. T.C. Williams wrestler Majik 
Nethery (1) shovels snow to make weight ahead 
of the state championships this weekend. Mad-
eleine Harvey hits a snowbank as she tubes 
down a hill. Rachel (3) and Adam Jackson (5) 
had some of the fastest sleds on Jackson Place. 
Two fathers helped daughters Madison and Ma-
rie down a hill (4).

Jiahao Fu, 19, from 
Luoyang, China, enjoys her 
first snowfall in the US.
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ACrOSS
1 Feudal workers
6 Day spa attire
10 Had a role to play
15 Ties up the phone
19 Where embryos develop
20 Poetry on a grand theme
21 City in Greenland
22 Surveyor's map
23 Time to rise, for some
24 Prepares to shoot
25 Causing goose bumps
26 Shrek, for one
27 Ethiopian capital
29 Anxious
31 The Roaring '20s, for one
32 Bluebird's residence
33 Better-than-anything suffix
34 Stereotypical Beemer driver
37 Fix, as stones in cement
39 Sharp attack of emotion
41 Get ready for the O.R.
42 In a just manner
43 Golden State basketball player
46 Composer Copland
48 Heavy winter coat
49 Curved moldings
50 Like a prison window
52 Barbera's cartooning  
  colleague
53 Parasitic pests
54 Lorenzo of "Falcon Crest"
55 "Barbara ___" (1965 hit)
56 Airhead
60 Andy Capp's missus
61 Cry
64 Some assembly places
66 Accelerate (with "up")
67 Epic by Virgil
68 "Journey to the Center of  

  the Earth" actress Dahl
69 "How ___ doing?"
70 Last czarina of Russia
72 Dunk in liquid
73 Hamilton's bill
74 "___ Breckinridge"
75 "Com" preceder
76 Open, as a fort gate
77 It goes before a fall
78 Best dishes, often
80 Dangerous fly in Africa
82 It also goeth before a fall
83 Do penance
84 Diamond headgear
85 Copied
87 "See ya!"
89 Oven for firing porcelain
90 Prevents littering?
91 Backspace
92 Use, as food stamps
94 Type of lettuce
95 Not present or future
99 '60s war zone, informally
100 "All systems go!"
102 Loss of bodily sensation
105 Suit to ___
107 1973 Rolling Stones ballad
109 Source of harm
110 Yellow-orange
111 Executive's list heading
112 Weeny partner
113 "... happily ___ after"
114 Martin or McQueen
115 Pitching stats
116 Wetlands plant
117 "Make do" amount
118 More than a third of  
   Mississippi?
DOWN
1 Actress Sarandon

W
ee

k
ly

 W
or

d
s

2 Musical study piece
3 Rips to pieces
4 Orchard part
5 Has a taste of, as wine
6 Use a sponge over and over   
  again
7 A narcotic drug
8 Big flop
9 Long English assignment
10 Consumed
11 Lower in esteem
12 Rutabaga, e.g.
13 Cream of the crop
14 Not the best grades
15 Fed. documents producer
16 Math with x, y and z
17 Oil container
18 Not jumpy at all
28 Prefix with "dynamic"
30 Have a craving
35 Raise or erect
36 Urges on
38 Gilbert and Sullivan opera  
  (with "The")
40 Belonging to that guy
42 Spreading (out)
43 Atomic number 74
44 With nimbleness
45 Bounce back
46 Domain for Lawrence
47 Packing a pistol, e.g.
48 Play to the crowd
51 Canadian province
52 Eighteen-wheelers, essentially
57 Woman plaintiff
58 Summer beverage
59 Contaminated
61 Ewe sound
62 Credit union's activity
63 Brought to ruin

64 ___ di Mare (fashion label)
65 Golfer's little helper
68 Grain-field color
71 Some knives
72 Of unsound mind
76 Helpful, as a tool
77 Chances
79 Blade sharpener
81 Scandalmongers and whistle-blowers
82 Use a lever
83 Shaded public walk
84 Spiffing (up)
86 Word that used to precede Germany
87 Capitol Hill gang
88 Keynote giver, e.g.

89 Towed, at sea
90 Movie snippets
92 Punjabi princess (var.)
93 Normand of the silents
96 Arson aftermath
97 Sifting aid
98 Weight allowances
101 Has a snack
103 Central church part
104 Groundskeeper's tool
106 Goddess of the dawn
108 CBS logo

For last week's solution go to: 
www.alextimes.com 

'A' SANDWICH By Jill Pepper

oBituariEs

 Anna Abshire Bowman, 54, 
died on January 18, 2015, with 
her family by her side at her home 
in Kailua, Hawaii. She was born 
to the late David Manker Abshire 
and Carolyn Sample Abshire on 
May 7, 1960, in Washington D.C. 
She graduated from T.C. Williams 
High School in 1978 and received 
a BA in Criminal Justice from 
LSU. She then moved to Hawaii 
and worked as a paralegal. Anna 
earned a Masters in Social Work 
from the University of Hawaii 
at Manoa in 1988 and graduated 
Summa Cum Laude from Drex-
el University with a Masters in 
Library Science in 2010. Anna 
worked in School Guidance and 
as a Librarian at Highland School 
and Rappahannock High School 
in Virginia and at Le Jardin Acad-
emy in Hawaii. Anna married 
Dana G. Bowman in 1990. They 
lived in Warrenton, Va. for 20 
years surrounded by their dogs, 

horses and children. In 2013 they 
made their vacation home in Ha-
waii their full-time residence. 
Anna is survived by her mother, 
Carolyn S. Abshire, her Husband, 
Dana G. Bowman, her three chil-
dren, Malia Bowman, William 
Bowman and Phillip Bowman. A 
service will be held for Anna at St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church on Satur-
day, February 28 at 10 a.m.

Anna Abshire Bowman 
MAY 7, 1960 - JANUARY 18, 2015

PATRICIA F. ANDERSON, 
of Alexandria, February 12, 
2015

MARGARET M. 
ARMSTRONG (59), 
of Alexandria, January 29, 2015

TERESA D. BERTHOLF (89), 
of Alexandria, February 9, 2015

KEITH W. BLISS (52), 
of Alexandria, February 9, 2015

THOMAS M. CONSTANT 
(89), of Alexandria, 
February 6, 2015

JOHN J. GLOWICZ (79), 
of Alexandria, February 12, 
2015

BERNARD W. HUGHES 
(93), of Alexandria, 
February 12, 2015

MAX C. JOHNSON (88), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
January 27, 2015
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 
15-02-01

The Alexandria City School Board dba  
Alexandria City Public Schools would like to 
issue the following correction to this previ-
ously advertised Request for Proposal. 

ACPS is seeking competitive proposals from 
qualified Offerors to provide Environmental 
Services.

The proposal opening date has been changed to on 
or before 3:00pm, February 23rd, 2015 

Chris Guy
Procurement Manager

ALExANdRiA BOARd OF 
ARchiTEcTURAL REviEw

OLd & hiSTORic 
ALExANdRiA diSTRicT

LEGAL NOTicE OF A 
PUBLic hEARiNG

A public hearing will be held by the AlexA pub-
lic hearing will be held by the Alexandria Board 
of Architectural Review on WEDNESDAY, 
March 4, 2015 beginning at 7:30 PM in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

CASE BAR2015-0023
Request to partially demolish and capsulate at 
611 S Fairfax St.
APPLICANT: Jonas Neihardt & Lynn Vendinello

CASE BAR2015-0024
Request for an addition and alterations at 
611 S Fairfax St.
APPLICANT: Jonas Neihardt & 
Lynn Vendinello

CASE BAR2015-0026
Request for complete demolition and to capsulate 
at 700 710 N Washington St.
APPLICANT: Mahmood Investment Corp.

CASE BAR2015-0027
Request for new construction at 
700 710 N Washington St.
APPLICANT: Mahmood Investment Corp.

Other Business

An informational presentation on the Potomac 
Yard Metrorail Project by the Department of 
Transportation and Environmental Services.

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666.

classifieds

lEgal noticEaBc noticE

home ServiCeS

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Advertising 
Works!

to advertise 
your business  
or service in 

the Alexandria
times 

Contact 
Kristen essex  

kessex@
alextimes.com

BusinEss dirEctory

$1500 RewaRd
RewaRd: 804-720-7135

K9 SeaRCH dOG IN aRea HaS SCeNT OF SUZY IN aLeXaNdRIa Va OFF OF OLd FRaNCONIa Rd 
SaFe ReTURN NO QUeSTIONS aSKed

STOLeN YORKIe

Online all the time:
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®

®

Always 
going the
extra mile
for you.
“They genuinely care about meeting the 
needs of their clients and are extremely 
bright and responsive. We owe them a debt 
of gratitude for closing our complicated  
deal. They are first class individuals… who 
sincerely care about their realtor craft.”           
- KrisTie & Ted

Call us today for more information on the 
2015 market. 

608 N Columbus Street

2934 S Columbus Street

MASON BAVIN
703.338.6007
mbavin@mcenearney.com
www.housesbydaybavin.com

8393 Rampart Court7842 Midday Lane

1200 Essex Manor Court8426 Sulky Court

118 Madison Place

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

903 Green Street

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

PAT DAY
703. 850. 7934
pday@mcenearney.com
www.housesbydaybavin.com

109 s Pitt street

Alexandria, VA 22314      703 . 549 . 9292 
McEnearney.com


