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Members to consider 
measure separately  
from budget request
By SuSan hale thomaS

 Amidst the small tweaks 
and adjustments made to 
Alexandria City Public 
Schools’ fiscal 2016 operat-
ing budget during the school 
board’s final work session 
on the issue last week, board 
members contemplated in-
creasing annual stipends for 
the board.
 Board member Kelly Booz 
floated the idea of a $5,000 
increase — from $15,000 to 
$20,000 per year — for school 
board members, provided the 
district’s final budget approved 
by city council includes raises 
for all school staff.
 Chairwoman Karen Graf 
said members have not re-
ceived a raise since 2006, 
and Booz said the board is 
paid between $5,000 and 
$7,000 less per year than 
their counterparts in neigh-
boring jurisdictions.
 “While the stipend is not 
something to live by, by any 
means, there are real expens-
es serving as a board member 
both in terms of our time, and 
child care among other 
things,” Booz 
said. “I  

propose the increase with 
the assumptions that [the] 
step [increase] is happening 
for staff, also looking at in-
creases for support staff, and 
coaching staff to bring them 

in line with surrounding 
jurisdictions. I proposed 
January 1 because I don’t 
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nobody is 
going to get 

rich in this job at 
$20,000 a year, but 
it just helps a little 
bit, to pay for the 
baby sitters. [we] 
need to get to a 
full step [increase] 
for the people in 
our classrooms 
and the people 
supporting our 
classrooms, but 
after that i think 
the school board 
is justified to get a 
small increase.”

- Justin keating 
member, alexandria 

School Board 

‘A chance to  
        reboot humanity’

Alexandria resident named a 
finalist for one-way trip to Mars
By SuSan hale thomaS
 

 Being an Internet nerd 
sometimes can have its upsides. 
You can win free stuff or trips, 
to name a few. But it’s not a T-
shirt or a trip to the Caribbean 
that Alexandrian Sonia Van Me-
ter has won.
 The 36-year-old political 
consultant, married with two 
stepsons, is one step closer to 
winning a one-way ticket to 
Mars. Last week, it was an-
nounced she was among 100 
finalists to make the voyage al-

most a decade from now.
 That’s right. Mars. The red 
planet. 
 Van Meter recalled the ca-
sual conversation with her hus-
band before she applied.
 “Hey baby, you’re never 
going to believe what I saw on-
line,” she said. “How would you 
feel if I applied for a one-way 
trip to Mars?”
 “Well that sounds fun. Go 
ahead,” replied her husband, Ja-
son Stanford. 
 Van Meter had stumbled 
upon Mars One’s website, a non-
profit group from the Nether-
lands whose goal is to establish 

the first human colony on Mars 
by 2024. 
 With 200,000 applicants, 
Van Meter, a self-proclaimed 
Star Trek junkie, thought the 
possibility of making the cut to 
be slim.
 “[I thought], ‘It’s just a whim. 
It’s a fanciful notion from a day-
dreamer of space. No big deal,’” 
she said. “When I made the next 
cut, the 1,064, the conversation 
became a little less abstract, a 
little more focused.”
 In the next seven years, 
Mars One plans to send several 
unmanned supply missions to 
the planet and will scout for a 

PHOTO/SuSan HaLE THOMaS
Alexandria resident and self-described Trekkie Sonia Van Meter recently was named one of 100 finalists 
to make a one-way voyage to the red planet, Mars. She said that, if selected, she hopes to inspire people 
around the world to follow their dreams, no matter how unlikely they may seem.
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Live! work! pLay! 
You will love this bright and 
open condo boasting high
ceilings, a classy kitchen, new 
hardwood floors and carpet,
plantation shutters, wrap- 
around patio, underground 
parking, and secure bike cor-
ral. Close to night life, shop-
ping, ZipCar and bike stations.
You are sure to fall in love! 

MeticuLous!  iMMacuLate!
You will not believe your eyes! 
This is the best value in  
Alexandria! Bright, open town- 
house boasting efficient, new 
Pella windows, with custom 
window treatments, upgraded 
kitchen, new insulation, gor-
geous hardscaping, and the 
list goes on! Beautiful location 
with many amenities!

New price! Lovely condo with a wooded view from your 
secluded balcony. Spacious living room with hardwood floors, 
newer appliances, and a wood burning fireplace. Quick commute 
to Pentagon, DC, and restaurants and entertainment in Shirlington.

open sunday
• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Pella Windows
• Immaculately Maintained
• Home Warranty

wow! New paint, carpet, 
and appliances in this per- 
fectly priced town home in 
Manchester Lakes! Fenced  
backyard, wood burning fire-
place, dual entry full bath on 
upper level. Close to 2 metros, 
walk to shopping, movie 
theater, restaurants, grocery, 
coffee shops, Ft. Belvoir, Lots 
of amenities! Deck and shed.

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• New Paint & Carpet
• Hardwood Floors
• New Appliances

awesoMe LocatioN! Come take a peek at this two story 
rambler located in a popular neighborhood near Mt. Vernon. 
Extras include a wood burning fireplace, two car garage, and  
automatic sprinkler system.

aLexaNdria   $889,900                    MasoN HiLL

  aLexaNdria     $310,000      MaNcHester Lakes

 Berkshire hathaway homeservices | PenFed realty
*Prudential PenFed Realty is now known as Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | PenFed Realty  

Good to know.TM  

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.  

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service 

marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller,  
Managing Broker at:  
703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

aLexaNdria  $314,900                 MidtowNaLexaNdria $331,465 piNewood Lakes

neW 

pRICe neW 

pRICe

cLose to Metro! 
All brick home offering spa- 
cious, sun-drenched rooms. 
Tons of updates throughout 
including granite counters, 
wood floors, and built-ins. 
PLUS you will love the back-
yard that feels like your own 
private oasis. Set across from 
the Belle Haven Golf Course. 
and Minutes to Metro!

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Two Fireplaces
• Hardwood Floors

aLexaNdria $649,999 oLde BeLLe HaveN towNe

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Walk Score – 95!
• Gorgeous Floors
• Patio

coMMuter’s dreaM  Luxury abounds in this spacious condo 
with a great balcony, Yellow line station across the street Enjoy first- 
class amenities and low condo fees! Relax on the balcony with awe- 
some view of National Harbor & Belle Haven Country Club fireworks.

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Balcony
• 767 Square Feet
• Across from Metro

arLiNgtoN $430,000 coNcord MewsarLiNgtoN      $554,900        courtHouse HiLL

Extraordinary location adjacent to  
the Alexandria Visitor Center and 
just across the street from City Hall  
and the Farmer’s Market. Spacious 
interior with original exposed beams, 
brick walls, and high ceilings. Max- 
imum foot traffic! High visibility with 
deep large windows.

Historic retaiL /
coMMerciaL opportuNity

• Terrific Location
• Commercial Zoning
• Expansive Windows
• Historic Building

 oLd towN aLexaNdria             First aNd secoNd FLoors avaiLaBLe

• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
• Balcony
• Fireplace
• Ample Parking

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Brick Rambler
• ½ Acre Lot
• Two Levels

Using Innovation to provide clients with the best savings and results.

WIN-WIN
Using Innovation to provide clients with the best savings and results.

WIN-WIN
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Council extends permits  
18 months following news  
of planned redevelopment

By erich wagner
 
 In March 2014, city council-
ors gave the owner of A&B Auto 
Finance Co. one last chance. He 
had six months to wrap up oper-
ations and find a new site for his 
used car dealership, or the city 
would end its operating permits.
 But at a council hearing last 
weekend, councilors changed 
their tune, approving an addi-
tional 18-month extension of the 
dealership’s permits in light of a 
new property owner who wants 
to redevelop the lot.
 In 2005, Alexandria officials 
voted to phase out car dealer-
ships in Old Town as part of a 
vision for a more retail-centric 
King Street. Car sellers initially 
were given until the end of 2013 
to find locations elsewhere.
 In part because of council’s 
previous directives for the prop-
erty, the city planning commis-
sion recommended the latest 
extension request — three years 
— be denied. But since new 

owner John O’Shaughnessy, 
who also owns O’Shaughnessy’s 
Pub next door, said he was com-
mitted to finding a new use for 
the property, councilors strug-
gled to find a compromise.
 Vice Mayor Allison Silber-
berg initially suggested coun-
cil agree to the full three-year 
extension. But City Councilor 
Justin Wilson said officials 
must set a series of milestones 
for O’Shaughnessy to meet as a 
condition for approval.
 “I understand the intricacies 
of trying to piece together a re-
development package and the 
timing of that, with the desire to 
obtain income form the property 
in the meantime,” Wilson said. 
“But we need to figure out a way 
to more aggressively link the 
pace and sequencing of redevel-
opment with this extension.”
 City Councilor Tim Lovain 
said simply cutting the length 
of the extension could similarly 
push the owner to develop a new 
plan for the lot.
 “I think having a shorter 
time frame could serve the same 
purpose,” he said. “That would 

strongly encourage the new prop-
erty owner to get moving on the 
redevelopment efforts. With three 
years, he might be inclined to 
take his time, whereas he might 
use a shorter time frame if he re-
alizes he could be losing rent.”
 After deliberating, council-
ors came up with an 18-month 
extension for the car dealer, 
with a check-in by city staff to 
update officials on the progress 
of new plans in nine months. 
Council voted 6-1 in favor of 
the extension.
 But City Councilor Paul 
Smedberg, who cast the lone 
dissenting vote, said he could 
not support the measure, given 
the forceful tone of last year’s 
extension.
 “We sent a very clear mes-
sage for more than a decade,” he 
said. “This use is totally incom-
patible with where the city is 
heading. That’s the message we 
sent. It’s not just something new; 
it’s something we’ve been mov-
ing toward for a decade. There 
were other dealerships — larger 
dealerships — on King Street, 
but they went away.”

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
All in stock new lamps 
are on Sale for 20 % 
less than the marked 
price.  

Hurry!  
Sale ends January 31st. 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ It’s No Joke ~  
Cleo is a lovely, mellow kitty, thought to be about 
8 years old. You might not guess from her photo,  

but Cleo is interested in making friends  
with all who approach her.

 
She loves to be cuddled and hopes that you  

are looking for a tabby friend. Thanks to a generous 
sponsor, Cleo’s adoption fees have been pre-paid.

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT ADOPTABLE 

FELINEs, VIsIT www.ALExADANDRIAANIMALs.ORg  
OR PHONE 703-746-4774. 

THANK YOU

 
 

the weekly BrieFing

Embattled used car dealer to remain open

FILE PHOTO 
Despite nearly a decade of city officials working to phase out used car lots along King Street, city 
councilors granted an 18-month extension to A&B Auto Finance Co., in light of news that the lot was 
under new ownership and slated for redevelopment in the coming years.
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The Alexandria Times February Photo Contest
Send us your photos of Love is in the Air! 

#ALXPhotoTimes or send to promotions@alextimes.com

December’s theme: Photos of the Alexandria WaterfrontInterested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more information!

February photo contest 
sponsored by:

Torpedo Factory Door

Craig Keith
Photo by

1804 Mount Vernon Ave Alexandria, VA 22301

Classes in guitar, piano, 
brass instruments, voice, & percussion 

703-836-2427

Registration now open. 

Less than $8/Class 9wks/$70

Classes begin March 12th

Contact: cheryl_gage@uss.salvationarmy.org

 YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

Take a tour to see everything YMCA Alexandria
now offers you and your family! 

• Expanded Wellness Floor 
• Renovated Indoor Pool 
• Enhanced member connection area 
• Expanded weekday hours 
• Enhanced child care area 

 ONE WEEK GUEST PASS 

This pass entitles you to seven (7) consecutive days of 
access to the YMCA Alexandria branch. Must be at least 
18 years old and a local resident. Guests are limited to 
one pass redemption during any one-year period. 

 
YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

420 East Monroe Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
(703) 838-8085  www.ymcadc.org 

crime

Two men rob Old Town jewelry store
 Police said two men held 
up a prominent jewelry store in 
Old Town last Saturday.
 Around 12:15 p.m. Febru-
ary 21, police responded to the 
1400 block of King Street after 

a report of a robbery. A pre-
liminary investigation revealed 
that two men entered Gold 
Works and stole jewelry before 
fleeing the scene.
 Police spokeswoman Crystal 

Nosal said one of the two sus-
pects was armed with a hand-
gun. No money was stolen and 
nobody was hurt in the incident

- Erich Wagner

Police investigate Old Town shooting
 Alexandria police are inves-
tigating a non-fatal shooting that 
occurred in Old Town early 
February 21.
 Police spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal said officers responded to 
the report of a shooting around 
2 a.m. at the corner of Queen 

and North Fayette streets. Upon 
arriving, they found a 29-year-
old man suffering from a gun-
shot wound to his groin.
 The victim was taken to a lo-
cal hospital and has since been 
released, Nosal said.
 Investigators do not yet 

have a suspect in connection 
with the case. Police encour-
aged anyone with informa-
tion about the incident to call  
Detective William Oakley at 
703-746-6606.

- Erich Wagner

Police arrest alleged burglar
 Investigators have arrested 
a suspect in connection with a 
burglary last month.
 Alexandria police arrested 
William S. Parker Jr., 35, of 
Washington, on January 30 and 
charged him with burglary and 
grand larceny. Officials say 

Parker committed a burglary 
earlier last month.
 Police said in a statement 
that detectives are looking 
into possible connections be-
tween Parker and other thefts 
and burglaries in the neighbor-
hood dating back as far as the 

spring of 2014.
 Investigators encouraged 
anyone with information 
about the suspect to contact 
Detective Aloysius Asongle-
fac at 703-746-6718.

- Erich Wagner

Police Beat
The following incidents occurred between February 18 and February 25.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

1 bURGLARy AGGRAvAted 
AssAULts 2

22 thefts 8 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

26 AssAULts

0 seXUAL 
OffeNses2 vehiCLe

thefts 3 RObbeRies
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Capri was even more breathtaking than I imagined, and I thought to myself: remember this.

Remember the incredible picnic at the Colosseum that our Destination Concierge arranged just for us. The poolside talks we had on board about first 
crushes and best friends. And, how just being together (even without a hot air balloon) is enough to make your spirit soar.

It’s funny; I don’t remember a single thing from our Celebrity cruise—I remember everything.

Alaska • Asia • Australia/New Zealand • Bermuda • Caribbean • Europe • Galapagos • South America 
Visit celebritycruises.com/dc, call 1-888-283-7485, or contact your travel agent. 

©2015 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

7219bh CELwashAlexandria.indd   1 2/16/15   10:33 AM

suitable settlement location to be-
gin building living pods. The first 
four humans would set off for 
their new home in 2024 with sub-
sequent crews of four departing 
every two years for the planet. 
 The drawback? There is no 
existing technology to bring them 
home, ever. It’s a one-way trip.
 The cost to get the first group 
to Mars is estimated to be $6 
billion. Mars One is using the 
Olympic Games as a business 
model and will seek partner-
ships, sponsorships, broadcast-
ing and intellectual property 
rights and crowd funding to pay 
for the mission.
 Plans are underway to broad-
cast a reality television show 
that will follow the physical and 
technical training of the 100 can-
didates as they compete to be the 
final selectees.
 “Now that I’m down to the 

100, and the whole world is 
suddenly watching and asking 
difficult questions that demand 
very well considered answers, 
the conversations are getting a 
little more complicated,” she 
said. “[My] husband will al-
ways say — loud and proud — 
he will support me and he wants 
whatever I want. … The nano-
second he tells me he doesn’t 
want me to go, I’m out.”
 Van Meter’s stepsons think 
the idea of their stepmom going 
to space is cool.
 What motivated over 200,000 
people to apply for a one-way 
ticket on an eight-month space 
flight to an arid, rocky, planet 
between 35 million and 249 mil-
lion miles away — the distance 
depends on Earth and Mars’ el-
liptical orbits — where the av-
erage temperature is 81 degrees 
below zero Fahrenheit, the air is 
96 percent carbon dioxide and 
not breathable, and atmospheric 

pressure would result in their 
organs rupturing if they took off 
their space suits?
 “I believe very earnestly that 
space exploration and coloniza-
tion is immeasurably beneficial 
to the human race,” Van Meter 
said. “There’s limitless potential. 
… Building from the ground up, 
it’s like rebooting humanity. And 
I look forward to doing my very 
best to impart the best of human-
ity and encouraging us to be the 
best versions of ourselves while 
we’re up there.”
 The Mars One mission will 
focus on scientific exploration, 
sustainability and reusability. 
Materials will need to be resil-
ient and block out radiation and 
massive sand storms.
 But maybe there might be a 
little fun in store for the Mars-
tronauts.
 “The gravity on Mars is 

one
way 

ticket

marS 
FROM | 1

SEE marS | 17
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Located on the Alexandria 
Waterfront, Chadwicks is a 

welcoming destination for great 
steaks, seafood, salads, burgers  
and an extensive beer selection.

203 The Strand
Alexandria, VA

(703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

A LOCAL FAVORITE 
of Alexandrians for many years!

let’s eat

 Michael Nayeri, the owner of 
A La Lucia, has the Midas touch 
when it comes to restaurants, and 
it is working again with his new-
est dining endeavor, Hunting Creek 
Restaurant. Located at 1105 King 
St., the site is a winner in the heart of 
Old Town, while the spacious brick 
patio garden that is certain to be a 
great place to dine in good weather.
 Hunting Creek has been popular 
from the moment it opened thanks 
to Nayeri’s restaurants’ reputation 
for a quality dining experience. 
Each night there is a special cut of 
beef, while there are also steaks free 
of antibiotics and hormones on the 
menu including New York steak, rib 
eye and the filet of beef. These fine 
cuts of beef all originated at Roseda 
Farm in Maryland. The porterhouse 
and regular steaks are Angus beef, 

and all cooked to perfection.
 Vegetarians will be pleased to 
see terrific manicotti with spinach 
and ricotta in a tomato and moz-
zarella sauce on the menu. Mean-
while, fish lovers will gravitate to 
the grilled salmon or the daily spe-
cial grilled fish.
 The dinner entree selections 
are rounded out with grilled pork 
chops, roasted farm raised chicken 
and cheeseburgers, a favorite of 
younger diners. However, they are 
not standard fare by any means, 
as patrons can select bleu cheese 
or gruyere for their burger topping 
and not just cheddar. All entrees are 
complemented well by the salads, 
soups and vegetable sides on offer.
 Before digging into the delicious 
meat and other entrees, appetizers 
like fried Jerusalem artichokes, the 

fried clams, fried oysters, smoked 
salmon and fried zucchini will all 
whet the palate. Duck confit is popu-
lar too, while lovers of Italian food 
enthusiastically praise the bruschetta.
 During March, Hunting Creek 
plans to start a lunch service, but for 
now, they are open for dinner from 
Tuesdays to Sundays. Meat lovers 
and vegetarians alike will find it to 
be a culinary delight.

Hunting Creek is open for dinner  
5 to 10 p.m. Tuesday to Thursday, 

5 to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
and 4 to 9 p.m. Sunday. The bar is 
open 5 p.m. to midnight Tuesday 

to Thursday, 5 p.m. to 1 a.m.  
Friday and Saturday and 4 to 11 p.m.  
Sunday. For more information, go to 

www.huntingcreeksteak.com  
or call 703-836-5126.

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria times

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

801 N. FairFax STrEET  •  alExaNdria Va 22314  •  703.535.6622  •  www.royalThaiSuShi.com

Sushi bar&
Dine here or we can bring the food to you!

Located in Old Town North, Alexandria

Steaking a claim in the  
heart of Old Town

     1106 King St., Old tOwn, AlexAndriA

Where Steaklovers Go in Alexandria!
Featuring delicious local Roseda Farm steaks = 
Super Fresh, Cooked to Perfection, Hormone & Antibiotic Free. 

Filet of Beef, Ribeye, New York Steak,
Porterhouse, Grilled Pork Chop

Best 
Bets }

~ nOw Open ~

Hours
Tues-Thurs 5-10
Friday, Saturday 5-11
Sunday 4-9

Bar Hours
Tues-Thurs 5-12am
Friday, Saturday 5-1am
Sunday 4-11

View our full menu & make a reservation today! 
703.836.5126 | www.huntingcreeksteak.com

Hunting Creek

703-548-0001 | 1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314 
www.indigolanding.com

Fine food & fabulous  
river views year round.
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think the sitting school board 
should be able to vote for their 
own raise.”
 Board member Justin Keating 
supported the raise, noting that 
he will not run for reelection. 
 “Nobody is going to get 
rich in this job at $20,000 a 
year, but it just helps a little 
bit, to pay for the baby sit-
ters,” he said. “[We] need to 
get to a full step [increase] for 
the people in our classrooms 
and the people supporting our 
classrooms, but after that I 
think the school board is justi-
fied to get a small increase.”
 But Vice Chairman Chris 
Lewis and board members Patri-
cia Hennig and Marc Williams 
were opposed to the idea due 
to the city’s budget constraints. 
Williams said he appreciated the 
caveats Booz put on the stipend 
increase, but said he didn’t feel 
the time was appropriate due to 
the city’s projected $16 million 
budget deficit.

 “The city council contin-
ues to convey they ain’t got no 
money,” Williams said.
 “Putting a raise in whether 
it’s any time this year or not is 
going to be waving a red flag 
in front of council and in front 
of staff and I’m just not willing 
to do that,” Hennig agreed.
 But Bill Campbell said with 
local elections coming this fall, 
now is the perfect time to discuss 
raises for board members.
 “I feel it’s a good time,” he 
said. “I welcome the nut jobs 
who will talk about us giving 
ourselves a raise.”
 Graf said board members 
will return to the issue in May, 
after they receive their annual 
appropriation from City Hall.
 The board is slated to approve 
a $240.6 million budget for next 
year. Of that total, board mem-
bers will request $201 million 
from city council. That’s a 4.8 
percent increase over last year’s 
$191.8 million appropriation. 
 Elsewhere in the budget, 
members had suggested reduc-
ing or phasing out the option 

for retiring staff to receive a 
payout for unused sick leave. 
Payouts from 2012 through 
2014 for 67 retiring employ-
ees ranged from $10,053 to 
$71,265, with an average pay-
out of $20,349, with a total 
cost to the district of more than 
$900,000 over that period. 
 But after more than a dozen 
teachers came before the board 
to oppose the program’s elimina-
tion, it subsequently was saved. 
 During public comments 
at a budget work session last 
month, several former teachers 

expressed their concern at the 
cut of an administrative posi-
tion from the English Language 
Learners office. The number of 
ELL students enrolling is pro-
jected to increase 56.4 percent 
from fiscal year 2012 to 2016, 
and last year some families had 
to wait for hours to be seen dur-
ing the fall peak registration 
period. Keating proposed mov-
ing $45,000 from a fund for 
technology upgrades to pay for 
another position in the office.
 The board also agreed to 
reallocate $50,000 from the 

communications and audio-
visual equipment budget to 
fund a full-time specialist for 
the Special Education Parent 
Resource Center.
 Board member Ronnie 
Campbell has been a long-time 
advocate of the resource center 
and lauded the move.
 “There has been an issue in 
the past with students with spe-
cial needs being excluded from 
after-school tutoring,” she said. 
“Given that a lot of students 
with special needs need extra 
help in academics, we want to 
make sure that they get the ex-
tra support when they need it.
 “[This] school board is try-
ing to make sure that there are 
no students with special needs 
whose needs are not being 
served. We have had students 
in our schools in the past whose 
needs have not been met fully 
and who were not served by us 
in the way they should be.”
 The school board will vote 
tonight to approve the fiscal road 
map. City council will begin its 
own budget review in March.

this school board is trying to 
make sure that there are no 

students with special needs whose 
needs are not being served. we have 
had students in our schools in the past 
whose needs have not been met fully 
and who were not served by us in the 
way they should be.”

- ronnie campbell, member, alexandria School Board 

School Board 
FROM | 1
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SPortS

T.C. wrestler reaches 
state quarterfinals

Senior Majik Blanco-Neth-
ery reflects on strong high 
school career

By chriS teale

 
  Majik Blanco-Nethery be-
gan wrestling as a sophomore 
at T.C. Williams, a relative 
latecomer to a sport where ath-
letes often begin in sixth grade 
or earlier. But as the only Ti-
tan to compete in the Virginia 
High School League’s state 
championships last weekend, 
he has capped a strong high 
school career with a very im-
pressive senior year.
 Blanco-Nethery arrived 
at the state tournament, 
hosted by James Robinson 
High School in Fairfax, hav-
ing won the Virginia 6A Pa-
triot Conference individual 

title for the 113-pound weight 
class before finishing in third 
place at the 6A North region-
al tournament.
 The 18-year-old attributes 
a great deal of his success to 
T.C.’s head wrestling coach 
Chris Marshall, who showed 
faith in the youngster and has 
been a positive influence both 
on and off the mat.
 “[Marshall] has just been a 
very influential person in my 
life,” Blanco-Nethery said. 
“He’s really changed my life. 
He taught me the importance 
of dedication and hard work 
and how it really pays off. 
 “My sophomore year, he 
told me he was going to make 
me awesome, and it would 
pay off in the end. I didn’t re-
ally believe him at first, but 
now I believe him and it’s just 

been really great having him 
as a supporter and a guiding 
figure.”
 T.C.’s only state represen-
tative was knocked out at the 
quarterfinal stage of the single-
elimination tournament by 
Theo Thaxton of Patrick Henry 
High School in Roanoke. But 
Blanco-Nethery said the ex-
perience of competing at the 
state level with the backdrop 
of full bleachers and the sup-
port of Marshall and two of his 
teammates is a memory he will 
cherish.
 “It was the first time I had 
competed on that big a level, 
but it was really fun,” he said. 
“There was a lot of people 
watching, and it was the first 
time I’ve actually been ner-

COurTESy PHOTO 
Majik Blanco-Nethery prepares to face an Annandale opponent at the Virginia 6A North regional 
tournament. The T.C. senior made the quarterfinals in the 113-pound individual category at the state 
championship last weekend.

SEE wreStler | 9

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301
www.ImmanuelAlexandria.org

Classical Christian School • Grades JK - 8th

Open House  
Thursday, March 5th, 9:00 AM

Reservations encouraged
Call 703.549.0155 or email 
school@immanuelalexandria.org

Interested in an excellent academic 
environment that nurtures your child’s 
mind, heart, and body?
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vous this season to wrestle, 
because there were so many 
people there. There was a lot 
of pressure, but it was defi-
nitely fun to compete. It was 
intimidating.”
 Part of being a high school 
wrestler is the need to control 
your weight in the days leading 
up to a match. Blanco-Nethery 
says he eats green beans every 
night to help keep his weight 
in check, and even with the Ti-
tans working out almost every 
day in the school gymnasium 
and at the Chinquapin Recre-
ation Center, “making weight” 
can be a tough task.
 “You basically have to plan 
every meal and you have to 
work out in order to eat, be-
cause you can’t be too over-
weight,” he said. “Say if you 
weigh-in on a Friday, we prac-
tice pretty much every day so 
towards the beginning of the 
week you’ve got to start watch-
ing what you eat. It’s just a lot 
of working out and not much 
water, maybe two bottles a day. 
My meals are really small. 
 “You don’t really have that 
much energy, but that’s why 
I wait to have a snack before 
practice so I’ll have enough 
energy to lose more weight. 
Once my body got used to it, 
towards the end of the season, 

it wasn’t too bad because my 
stomach was small and I was 
used to functioning on that 
amount of food.”
 And after a season in which 
he triumphed at various levels 
and then represented his school 
on the state level, the ends 
have justified the means for the 
young wrestler.
 “It’s really been awesome,” 
Blanco-Nethery said. “Train-
ing year-round, it really paid 
off and I’m just really happy I 
made it to states; that was my 
goal since sophomore year. I 
didn’t get pinned this year ei-
ther, which was my other goal. 
It was a really fun experience 
being a senior; most of the 
team were seniors too and I’m 
really good friends with all of 
them, so it was a close team 
bond.”
 Blanco-Nethery now is look- 
ing ahead to college, having 
already been accepted to Penn 
State but waiting on other de-
cisions that are due at the end 
of March. He hopes to attend 
either Princeton or Stanford, 
and may well keep wrestling in 
some form.
 “I’m trying to eat and grow, 
hopefully,” he said. “Even 
over the weekend, it’s only 
been three days or four days 
since I’ve wrestled, and I miss 
it so bad. Sunday I didn’t have 
practice and I didn’t know 
what to do with myself, so 

I’m definitely going to try and 
continue, either if it’s walking 
on or a club sport. 
 “I don’t know if I’d be able 
to compete on the varsity level, 
but I’d probably try as they 
don’t cut from teams; if you 
want to come out and wrestle 
you can wrestle. It would be a 
good experience.”

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.comCOurTESy PHOTO 

Majik Blanco-Nethery of T.C. Williams grapples with an opponent 
from Robinson High School at the Virginia 6A North regional tour-
nament. The Titans senior went on to the state championship, 
where he lost in the quarterfinal.

wreStler 
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Contact 703-739-0001 or 
sales@alextimes.com to advertise!

   The 2015 Alexandria Times 

Bridal Directory
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Depending on how the template interprets the layout, adjustments may be necessary for your ad
size.  These adjustments may involve lining up the green bar  and adjusting the placement of the
logo or text.

To change the text, double click on it and an inspector box will open.  Type in your text, or cut and
paste from another document. Close the box after saving your changes.

The background may be changed by double clicking on the picture. When the inspector box opens
up, select your image by clicking on it. Click "Apply" at the bottom and then click "OK" to close
the inspector.

The blue line around the ad is the bleed line.  The default bleed is set to .125". If your ad has a
different bleed, or no bleed, change or remove the bleed as follows:

1) Double click the red "Document Settings" link at the top of the page.

2) When the inspector box opens set the bleed and trim to 0.  If the ad has a different bleed amount,
type it into the bleed box.

3) Click "Ok" and close the window.

These ads are on an approval loop so we can check layouts.  Please allow 24 hours after finishing
your ad for proof and approval. Ads submitted on Friday will be proofed and returned by end of
day the following Monday.

Call Today: 7036830777
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106,
Alexandria, VA, 22314

New clients only. May not be combined with any other offers or discounts.

Complimentary Fitness
Consultation PLUS $225
off 36 or more sessions

Limited Time Offer

WE KNOW YOU'RE BETTER THAN A GENERIC
FITNESS ROUTINE

    If you put in the work,
    you should get the results.

City council approves King Street 
assisted living facility project
Controversial project  
attracts dozens of  
supporters, opponents

By SuSan hale thomaS
 
 With an impending snow 
storm threatening to disrupt last 
weekend’s city council hearing, 
50 resolute supporters and oppo-
nents of the proposed Alexandria 
Memory Care project waited 
more than seven hours to speak 
before councilors voted 6-1 to 
approve the 75,000 square-foot 
assisted living facility on the 
2800 block of King Street.
 The site of the controver-
sial project is situated between 
Woodbine Rehabilitation and 
Healthcare and Ivy Hill Cem-
etery. The area is zoned as 
single-family residential land, 
but developer 2811 King Street 
LLC requested permission to 
construct a 66-unit facility for 

the memory impaired. The city 
planning commission approved 
the project earlier this month.
 Catharine Puskar, an attor-
ney representing the developer, 
outlined potential benefits of 
the center, including 49 new 
jobs and more than $200,000 
in annual tax revenue for the 
city. She stressed the agree-
ment included proffers stating 
the building would be used as 

a memory care facility and the 
development of the property 
would be in conformance with 
the approved development plan.
 More than 260 residents 
wrote letters in support of the 
center, but city planning director 
Karl Moritz said a protest peti-
tion had been filed against the 
application, requiring a super 
majority, or six votes, for coun-
cilors to approve the project.
 Lindsay Paris, a 30-year res-
ident and president of the board 
of directors for Kings Cloister, 
a development of large upscale 
homes directly across King 
Street from the site, said all but 
two of the 25 homes there op-
posed the project.
 “BRAC has had an unbe-
lievable impact on our traf-
fic and has slowed it down,” 
Paris said. “And then we have 
the bicycle lanes that have also 
slowed it down, and the addi-
tional traffic signal on the down 
slope to King Street.”
 Jack Sullivan of the Semi-
nary Hill Association opposed 
the project as well.
 “This proposal is the clearest 
case of spot zoning in my memo-
ry and the worst kind because of 
the precedent it sets,” he said. “It 

would negate the protections that 
many of us thought were ensured 
in 1992 in the small area plans.”
 Resident Martha Harris also 
opposed the development and 
felt the process unfair.
 “Residents have been dis-
missed as irrelevant by the plan-
ning commission,” she said.
 But area businessman Jack 
Taylor defended the need for a 
memory care facility.
 “You know I have Parkin-
son’s,” Taylor choked up.  
 “Take your time Jack,” May-
or Bill Euille reassured him.
 “They say Parkinson’s can 
lead to dementia and of course, 
that’s a concern of mine,” Tay-
lor continued. “I’m not down 
yet. … I heard on the radio there 
are 5,000,000 people who have 
Alzheimer’s disease, and that 
number is going up. There’s a 
huge demand for these homes.”
 Janet Barnett, executive 
director of Senior Services of 
Alexandria, said her experi-
ences living directly across the 
street from a comparable facil-
ity, Inova Alexandria Hospital, 
have been positive and referred 
to the facility as her “beloved 
neighbors.”
 Barnett cited statistics from 

the Alzheimer’s Association that 
every 67 seconds, someone de-
velops Alzheimer’s and the dis-
ease is the sixth-leading cause of 
death in the United States. 
 Although Timber Branch 
Parkway resident Kitty Porter-
field said her backyard will abut 
the new facility, she welcomed 
the development.
 “Alexandria needs these 
beds to support our aging popu-
lation,” she said. “It’s the right 
thing to do.”
 Vice Mayor Alison Silberberg 
was the only opposing vote. She 
said she felt the building design 
could have been better and said 
the drawings looked like “some-
thing out of East Germany.”
 “For me, it’s too large a 
building for too little a spot and 
the zoning question is para-
mount,” she said. “It’s a very 
tough vote.”
 City Councilor Tim Lovain 
empathized with those oppos-
ing the development.  
 “I understand why people 
are anxious about what the po-
tential impact could be,” he 
said. “On the other hand, it’s a 
very valuable facility. It’s not an 
ideal site for it, but it’s some-
thing we really need.”

email comments, rants & raves to letters@alextimes.com.

who careS?
we do.

FILE PHOTO                                                                                                                                         FILE IMAGE
Following hours of testimony and debate, city councilors voted 6-1 to approve a plan to build a 75,000-square-foot assisted living facility on a 
residential lot along King Street last weekend. Some residents opposed the project, decrying it as too dense for their residential neighborhood, 
but others noted the need for additional housing for older residents in the city.
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God of  Carnage         2/28 - 3/21

God of Carnage - Join us for the show that the 
New York Times called, “Satisfying primitive 
entertainment.” A playground altercation 
between two boys brings together two sets  
of parents for a meeting to resolve the 
matter. At first all is well, but as the evening 
progresses, the rum flows, the gloves come 
off the night becomes a side-splitting free-
for-all with parents behaving badly! Just how 
easy is it for the veneer covering our animal 
brutality to be stripped away? Come see 
this 2009 Tony Award winner and find out! 
Warning - show contains adult language.

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

Sold out!

each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walkers 
through 36 months) have fun in Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom. 
Playtime features a craft table, book 
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: American Legion, 400 
Cameron St., check in at museum first.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

now to February 28

DOWNTON ABBEY AT LEE- 
FENDALL TOUR The Lee-Fendall 
House will be offering special 
“Downton Abbey” themed tours of 
the museum. The tours will compare 
similarities between people and places 
within the world of the television series 
and those of the Lee-Fendall House.
Time: 11 a.m. Saturdays
Location: Lee-Fendall House,  
614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789, 
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org

now to march 1

WALKING WITH WASHINGTON 
See some of the over 140 places in Al-
exandria today that are associated with 
George Washington. Admission is free.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: Ramsay House Visitors 
Center, 221 King St.
Information: 703-539-2549, joeshu-
mard@gmail.com or www.washington-
birthday.net/events

February 27

CAC GALA BENEFIT The sixth 
annual CAC GALA benefiting the 
Center for Alexandria’s Children. This 
year’s theme is “Glam ‘70s”. Tickets 
start at $150 per person, and can be 
purchased online.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Virtue Feed and Grain 
Restaurant, 106 S. Union St.
Information: 703-700-7112, kturpin-
davis@aol.com or http://2015cacgala.
eventbrite.com/

MAKE A SPLASH Bring the whole 
family to Family Fun Nights for swim-
ming and fun for all ages on Friday 
evenings. Pool games include beach 
ball relays, water basketball, diving for 
prizes and fun on the ‘Aqua Challenge’ 
floating obstacle course. Admission is 
$4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation 
Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/c/1028

march 3

MORRISON HOUSE 
PRESENTS: HAMPTON MAN-
SION AND THE CREATION OF 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFI-
CANCE Join local historian John H. 
Sprinkle Jr., Ph.D. of the National Park 
Service for an animated discussion 
on the Hampton Mansion and the 
establishment of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Morrison House Hotel, 116 
S. Alfred St.
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

march 4

CIVIL WAR LECTURE 
Scott Nelson discusses the end of 
the war and its aftermath, the ways 
that Americans viewed the struggle by 
1865 and how they began to form their 
own understanding of it. Seating is 
limited, $5 donation requested.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

 
march 6

FAMILY PAINT NIGHT Teresa 
Brunson will guide you through paint-
ing your very own masterpiece. No 
experience needed.  Art supplies, pizza 
and soda provided.  Tickets are $15 
per adult, children under 12 years old 
are free and must be accompanied by 
one adult.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605 
Cameron St.
Information: 706-746-5560 or 
durantcenter@alexandriava.gov.

march 7

JAVA JOLT – PALEOERA 
ARTIFACTS AND ARTFORMS 
William “Jack” Hranicky, a former 
chair of the Alexandria Archaeological 
Commission, will present an illustrated 
lecture on recently discovered Virginia 
artifacts and art forms. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Seating is limited 
and reservations are recommended.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St., Suite #327
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE  
A parade down King Street to celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day, with other events 
including a dog show and a car show 
on North Pitt Street.
Time: 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: King Street from Union to 
Washington streets
Information: 703-475-9415 or www.
ballyshaners.org

march 11

FIRST LADIES OF THE CIVIL 
WAR Though the use of PowerPoint, 
explore the lives of Mary Todd and 
Varina Howell with Kelly Hancock, 
examining them not only as first 
ladies but also as wives, mothers and 
widows.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

march 13

MAKE A SPLASH Bring the whole 
family to Family Fun Nights for swim-
ming and fun for all ages on Friday 
evenings. Pool games include beach 
ball relays, water basketball, diving for 
prizes and fun on the ‘Aqua Challenge’ 
floating obstacle course. Admission is 
$4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation 
Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/c/1028

march 14

HER STORY: WOMEN IN  
ACTION Celebrate women and learn 
about issues important to women and 
girls in your community with hands-on 
activities and the telling of Juliette 
Gordon Low’s story. Admission costs 
$6 per person, advance purchase 
recommended.
Time: 3 to 4:15 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
alexandriahistory.org

march 15

NOWRUZ FESTIVAL This Persian 
festival features performances by 
singers & dancers, food and artwork 
sales and the opportunity to share in 
the culture.
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 202-369-1515 or 
shohreh@noruzfestival.org

march 16

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 

SEE calendar | 17

PRIVATE HORSE FARM –
DC’S CLOSEST! 

http://fusion.realtourvision.com/idx/66002 • (301)292-6130

Open House – Sunday March 1, Reduced Price $725,000

10101 Livingston Road, Fort Washington, MD. 
4.5 acre farm in secluded rural/historic preserve.
Potomac parkland. Georgetown interiors/
open space/random pine. Barn, bridle paths. 
9 miles from U.S. Capitol Bldg. $975,000       
Open House, Sunday March 1st 
from Noon until 3p.m. 

Feb. 27, 28 Mar. 6, 7, 10, 13, 14 
• 8pm | Mar. 7 and 14 • 2pm
1819 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria

At the corner of Crestwood 
Drive and N. Quaker Lane
Purchase tickets online

portcityplayhouse.org

A quiet and haunting tale in which the
hint of a ghost story overlays a study of
all-too-human relationships. A mild,
seemingly rational man visits a psychi-
atrist for help, frightened by the ghost of
his deceased wife. He has left his house
and checked into a hotel to escape it. The
therapist tries to rid his patient of the fear
while dealing with his own personal issues.

written by Conor McPherson
directed by Becky Patton
produced by Jim Howard

SHINING 
CITY

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 
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at home

By mary g. PePitone 

  There’s a reason why 
farmers — not gardeners — are 
the great producers of wheat, 
oats, barley, and other major 
grains: These are challenging 
crops to manage. But other in-
teresting and beautiful grains 
are easy to grow in your own 
backyard, and they put dash and 
drama in among the daisies.
 Growing ornamental grains 
is richly rewarding. Easy gar-
den grains, such as millet and 
amaranth, are striking plants by 
themselves, and they are terrific 
in combination with annual and 
perennial flowers and shrubs.
 Garden designers love grains 
for their brashness: They tend to 

stand up tall in a garden, making 
them a great choice for the back 
of a flower bed or the center of a 
bed you can see from all sides. 
Tall varieties of millet and ama-
ranth — sun-loving annuals that 
are easy to grow from seed — 
will stand shoulder-to-shoulder 
with canna lilies or tall sunflow-
ers. The dark foliage of Purple 
Majesty millet, which grows 
up to five feet tall in the garden, 
makes a striking backdrop for 
smaller summer flowers, and its 
dramatic flower spikes, which 
resemble cattails, are as hand-
some in flower arrangements as 
they are in the garden.
 Purple Majesty comes 
straight off the farm: It was dis-
covered in the course of a breed-

ing program for forage grains 
at the University of Nebraska. 
The breeder’s background and 
the majority of his work “is 
feeding the world, not provid-
ing ornamental flowers,” says 
Mary O’Connor, a product man-
ager for Pan American Seed who 
now works with the university’s 
experts on ornamental millet. 
The instant popularity of Purple 
Majesty led to the introduction 
of shorter ornamental millets 
and to a greater range of colors, 
O’Connor says. Jester grows to 
only 3 feet tall; another small 
millet, Jade Princess, is only 
about 2 feet tall and has dense 
purple flower spikes that stand 

PHOTO/TruPLaCE    
This property has a professionally landscaped exterior and a beauti-
fully renovated interior.

SEE grain | 13

Going with the grain

home oF the week

 As Alexandria grew, the 
populace moved further west 
from the Potomac River. New 
neighborhoods were born, but 
builders continued to combine 
the menagerie of architectural 
styles from Colonial and Queen 
Anne to Georgian and Modern. 
The home at 301 North Quak-
er Lane adopted many Tudor 
characteristics with the central 
gable, the use of an oriel and 
quoins to soften the severity of 
the brick facade.
 Wander inside the iron 
fence and along brick walk-
ways and enjoy the delights 

of this combination of tradi-
tional and modern features of 
this center hall design. A new 
kitchen with cherry cabine-
try and state of the art appli-
ances is graced with a large 
breakfast nook and entry to a 
screened porch, and adjoins 
a family room with fireplace. 
A first floor library with fire-
place is the perfect spot for a 
lazy afternoon of reading.
 The top level of the resi-
dence offers four bedrooms 
and three baths. The spacious 
master suite has its own two-
sided fireplace and exquisite 

updated bathroom. A second 
bedroom has its own bath, and 
the third and fourth bathrooms 
share a Jack-and-Jill bath.
 The walkout lower level 
features a large recreation room 
with fireplace and fifth bedroom, 
full bath and a wine cellar.
 Rounding out this gem is a 
side-load two-car garage, first 
floor laundry room, loads of 
storage and closet space and 
a total of five fireplaces. This 
lovely home is in a neighbor-
hood with mature trees and has 
beautiful professional land-
scaping.

Gracious center hall in MacArthur 
Elementary school district

At a Glance:
Address: 301 North Quaker Lane 
Alexandria, VA, 22314
Price: $1,199,000
Bedrooms: 5

Bathrooms: 4.5
Year Built: 1986
Parking: Two-car garage
Contact: Donna Cramer, 
McEnearney Associates, Inc.,
703-627-9578, www.donnacramer.com

PHOTO/TruPLaCE    
Inside is a large and gracious living room with fireplace, perfect for 
entertaining.

PHOTO/BaLL HOrTICuLTuraL CO.    
Purple Majesty millet steals 
the scene in a group of 
flowerpots on a patio. The 
tall bottlebrush flowers are 
most dramatic when light 
shines through them from 
behind. For an evening 
glow, plant these ornamen-
tal grains on the west side 
of your garden, where the 
setting sun’s rays will illu-
minate the blooms.
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JohnMarshallBank.com
M e m b e r

Business Banking Made Easy
You know us. We know you. Our Old Town team  

brings a friendly and helpful flair to your business  

banking needs throughout Alexandria. Stop by our 

newest branch and let us show you why so many  

others have made John Marshall Bank their bank.  

We make business banking easy.   

640 Franklin Street  
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-289-5950 

Ted Johnson, Erik Dorn, Shannon Catlett, Charlie Collum, Pam De Candio and Kerry Donley

out against chartreuse foliage.
 Ornamental grains of all 
kinds have especially caught on 
with flower farmers, who sup-
ply bouquets by the bucketful 
for farmers’ markets and have a 
growing influence with florists 
and event planners. “Demand 
for ornamental grains — and 
grasses — is strong in the flo-
ral design world,” says Debra 
Prinzing, author of “The 50-
Mile Bouquet” and “Slow Flow-
ers,” which both feature the spe-
cialty blooms of flower farmers 
around the country. Ornamental 
grains are “not really a product 
that the huge South American 
exporters take the time to grow,” 
Prinzing says, and consequently, 
U.S. flower farmers have turned 
several ornamental grains into 
top sellers. Prinzing calls orna-
mental grains “the couture cat-
egory of specialty floral.”
 Diane Szukovathy, owner of 
Jello Mold Farm in Mount Ver-
non, Washington, grows about 

150 different cut-flower varieties 
on her seven-acre farm, includ-
ing half an acre planted with 10 
different kinds of amaranth, an-
other traditional farm crop that 
is worthy of a spot in the gar-
den and easy to grow. “We are 
botanical freaks,” Szukovathy 
says, explaining her interest in 
ornamental grains. She has also 
experimented with wheats -- es-
pecially a showy variety called 
Silver Tips — and has grown or-
ach, sorghum, quinoa and millet, 
as well.
 Cut-flower trends are always 
changing, Szukovathy says, but 
the wildflower look is a peren-
nial favorite with brides for bou-
quets and wedding decorations. 
Ornamental grains fit nicely into 
the niche, she says: They give 
bouquets and centerpieces an 
earthy sophistication.
 Amaranth has been grown as 
an ornamental for generations. It 
is “an old-timey garden plant; it 
touches the heartstrings of a lot 
of people,” says Mary Garcia, 
a spokesperson for Swallowtail 
Garden Seeds, a mail-order seed 

grain 
FROM | 12

company that offers 10 different 
kinds of amaranth seeds. The 
old-fashioned amaranth called 
Love-Lies-Bleeding is one of the 
showiest, and it’s easy to grow in 
the garden or in pots.
 One of the most popular ama-
ranth varieties is Hot Biscuits, a 
tall plant with tawny-gold seed 
heads in fall. The heavy seed clus-

ters are dramatic in a garden and 
gorgeous in a bouquet. Last year, 
the lifestyle and garden shop Ter-
rain in Glen Mills, Pennsylvania, 
gave Hot Biscuits a prominent 
spot in a flower bed featuring or-
ange, crimson and gold flowers, 
foliage, and seed heads.
 If you’re interested in culti-
vating a crop of wheat, barley or 

oats for bouquets, the best place 
to plant them might be in a row 
in the vegetable garden, where 
you can give them the special 
care they need. But go ahead and 
make room for millet and ama-
ranth varieties in flower beds 
or in a big pot. They’ll sparkle 
in the garden and turn bouquets 
into works of art.

PHOTO/BaLL HOrTICuLTuraL CO.    
Jade Princess millet has lime-green leaves and a mounded shape. 
It is a compact plant that performs best in areas with hot summers. 
Seeds can be sown directly in a pot; here it flourishes in a pot with 
ornamental peppers.
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To the editor:
 For more than a year, the Old 
Town community has been sug-
gesting the use of barges on the 
Potomac River — rather than 
trucks on our historic streets — 
to haul out debris and contami-
nated soil from each of the four 
projected development sites on 
the waterfront.
 Many months ago, prior to 
the issuance of any develop-
ment special use permits, an 
alternative river haul route by 
barge was proposed by citizens. 
The city’s initial response was 
that the barge idea indeed would 
be discussed and considered be-
fore any concrete decisions re-
garding haul routes were made.
 However, this did not come 
to pass. It was not until the de-
veloper Carr City Centers held 

its briefing to residents for its 
120-room hotel that we learned 
that Carr had not considered 
and would not consider the use 
of barges as a haul route. Has 
the city once again misled its 
citizens, or shall we just chalk 
this up to another incompetent 
bureaucratic fiasco? 
 A few months ago, at the 
urging of residents, the mayor 
appointed an ad hoc Waterfront 
Monitoring Group to provide a 
forum in which they could reg-
ister their complaints and con-
cerns about the construction at 
all of the projected sites on the 
waterfront. From the beginning, 
I have stated in print and be-
fore city council that the ad hoc 
group should not just serve as a 
monitor, but rather be a proac-
tive body to provide councilors 

timely and important advice on 
all facets of construction on Old 
Town’s waterfront.
 Needless to say, the mayor 
did not accept this suggestion. 
What this has led to is that the 
director of transportation and 
environmental services is acting 
as a sole decision maker and the 
filter of information to the city 
council. In fact, the director 
stated during the last meeting of 
this body that the citizen mem-
bers of the group are not ap-
pointed to advise city council, 
but only to relay information to 
the affected community.  
 The city attorney also has 
jumped on this particular band-
wagon, and actually has refused 
to allow his staff to discuss this 

our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson We have heard it time and again in recent months. 
Times are tough for the city’s coffers.
 Officials have projected a $16 million deficit in the 
budget for the coming fiscal year, while real estate as-
sessments have grown at a snail’s pace. Couple that with 
city councilors’ desire to improve police compensation 
and pay for enrollment increases in Alexandria City 
Public Schools, and it likely will mean other city agen-
cies will be tightening their belts yet again this year.
 So to hear elected officials — some members of the 
Alexandria School Board — say they want to examine 
providing the next board an increase in their annual sti-
pend from $15,000 to $20,000 is disconcerting.
 To the proponents’ credit, their argument for a raise 
— in a vacuum — is well reasoned. The board hasn’t 
seen an increase in their stipend in nearly a decade, and 
board members are paid significantly less for their ef-
forts than colleagues in neighboring jurisdictions.
 And the stipulations for considering a pay bump are 
also noble. They wouldn’t give themselves a raise, as 
any increase would take effect after local elections this 
fall, and such a measure only would be considered if 
ACPS staff and teachers receive a raise as well.
 But those arguments only pass muster, as we say, in a 
vacuum. The school board will vote tonight on a budget 
proposal that already would request an additional $9.2 
million from City Hall compared to last year’s appro-
priation. And although city councilors could vote to in-
crease taxes to help cover the budget gap, lean times are 
still ahead for other agencies.
 School board members should consider the salaries 
of all city workers, not just local teachers, before con-
sidering a raise for their future selves. And they must 
consider the potential for cuts to critical city services, be 
they in the recreation department, planning and zoning 
or senior services, to name but a few.
 Approving a stipend increase for elected officials 
would send the wrong message to city workers, who al-
ready struggle to afford to live in the D.C. region, and it 
would send the wrong message to residents, who may see 
their tax bills grow, not to mention fees for local services.
 We empathize that serving in an elected position can 
put a strain on one’s finances, from finding babysitters to 
the need to take time off from a day job to attend functions 
or focus on certain issues, but you should know what you 
sign up for when you put your name on the ballot.
 And to call those who would think to question raises 
for elected officials while other budgets are slashed “nut 
jobs” — as board member Bill Campbell did last week 
— is both myopic and inappropriate.
 A $5,000 raise for nine school board members is a 
small amount of money compared to the overall city 
budget — $45,000 compared with more than $600 mil-
lion — but given the fiscal climate, it can wait.

School board raises would 
send the wrong message

SEE Barge | 15

your Views

Barge issue highlights lack of 
government accountability
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matter in open meetings with 
the monitoring group. In a 
letter to me as president of 
Old Town Civic Association, 
he stated that he did not work 
for the citizens, but only for 
the mayor and city council, 
for whom he must observe 
“attorney client confiden-
tially,” which implies that 
the ad hoc group’s interests 
are adversarial to those of the 
mayor and city council.
 Thus, this group is a 
waste of time for both the cit-
izen members and city staff, 
since it is the job of the staff 
to keep the citizens informed, 
or so I have been told. In this 
particular situation, “Ad hoc” 
really means “Nihil curan-
tes.” Pay no attention.
 To date, only one of four 
commercial development sites 

has been approved: the Carr 
hotel. No decision has been 
made by the transportation di-
rector as to any haul routes for 
the hotel or for any of the other 
three developments. Section 
5-2-27 of the City Code states 
that the director of T&ES is: 
“authorized to issue permits to 
haul such materials, supplies 
or equipment over the streets 
within the city, subject to such 
conditions and restrictions 
specifying the time and route 
for such hauling, and such 
additional conditions and re-
strictions, as the director may 
deem appropriate to promote 
traffic safety and to minimize 
disruption to established resi-
dential, commercial, institu-
tional and other areas in the 
city.”
 I spelled all this out to 
the transportation director at 
the last meeting. I also stated 
that he cannot continue to say 

that barges won’t be consid-
ered, just because a DSUP 
has been issued on the Carr 
property. The fact is that no 
haul routes have been desig-
nated at the time of writing, 
so when that discussion does 
actually take place, barges 
need to be included as one 
of the alternative haul routes. 
Getting a federal permit for 
barging is necessary, but not 
difficult. The Potomac Riv-
erboat Company sails on the 
river regularly.
 Anything short of con-
sidering every available op-
tion is a total miscarriage 
of justice, and once again, a 
shameful and telling indica-
tor of the lack of representa-
tion of citizens’ interests and 
concerns by any appointed 
or elected body.

- Townsend A. “Van” 
Van Fleet

Alexandria

To the editor:
 In response to your edito-
rial (“A mayoral contest like 
no other,” February 19), a 
contested election should not 
equate to a lack of a collegial-
ity — not in Alexandria. Con-
tested elections give voters 
choices and create opportuni-
ties for civil discourse about 
issues of concern. That’s a 
good thing.
 Full disclosure:  Bill Euille 
and Kerry Donley are friends 
of mine and I have served with 
both of them, but I am sup-
porting Kerry in this contest. 
At the risk of coming across as 
gloomy, I am very concerned 
about the financial underpin-
nings of the city. If we cannot 
effectively broaden and deep-
en our tax base in a responsible 
manner, the consequences to 
our residents — both in terms 
of services and tax burden — 
are truly alarming.
 I am more confident in 
Kerry Donley’s ability to ac-
knowledge the severity of that 
situation and address it. I do 

not perceive that as “divisive” 
— just a different vision of 
the city’s needs and solutions. 
There is a pretty simple play-
book in any election where 
an incumbent is being chal-
lenged, and it does not have 
to lead to a scorched earth.
 The incumbent wants the 
voters to feel that everything 
is OK — largely because 
that person is in power. The 
challenger wants the voters 
to understand that everything 

is not OK, and it will take 
someone different — the 
challenger — to make things 
better. Yes, there can be 
subplots, but fundamentally 
most elections are about 
“staying the course” or start-
ing a different one.
 And by the way, my com-
ments are not limited to 
just a Democratic primary 
for mayor. Nothing would 
please me more than to see 
both parties run full slates 
for city council and mayor, 
to engage in full-throated 
debate and discussion about 
the city’s needs and issues, 

and trust the voters to decide 
who they want to be in charge 
for the next term.
 As a former member of 
city council, lifelong Alexan-
drian and voter, I welcome 
that. Challenges are good pol-
itics with a small “p.” Good 
politics leads to better gov-
ernment. And ultimately, that 
is good for Alexandria.

- David G. Speck
Alexandria

Contested local elections will be 
good for Alexandria, discourse The Business Plan

with Bill Reagan

 One of the critical predictors 
of the success of a new venture 
— whether it’s a totally new 
business, a new product or ser-
vice line or approaching a new 
market — is the quality and ex-
tent of forethought and planning. 
 At the Alexandria Small 
Business Development Center, 
we are strong proponents of thor-
ough business planning. 
We have a download-
able business planning 
guide on our website 
that is easy to follow and 
has the added value of 
organizing information 
in the way that bankers 
and investors prefer. 
 The very process of 
researching and writing a busi-
ness plan focuses your intent and 
contributes to informed decision-
making, but it can be intimidat-
ing to tackle on your own. If you 
get stuck and need personalized 
guidance, our center offers small 
business owners the opportunity 
to bounce ideas off staff that are 
objective and whose foremost 
concern is what is in the business 
owner’s best interest. Staff also 
can provide additional tools and 
checklists to help you consider 
options that might not otherwise 
occur to you.
 In many ways, successful 
business owners may need to be 
willing to set aside pride as they 
embark on their new venture. 
We all have heard the saying: 
“You don’t know what you don’t 
know.” Those who ask lots of 
questions often head off problems 
that blindside those who charge 
ahead. Good business owners 
must be introspective about what 
they do well, where they are lack-
ing and when they need to turn to 
outside expertise. This is no time 
to bluff, and center staff has ac-
cess to great referral resources. 
 Others in the community can 
also help you anticipate potential 

obstacles to your best-laid busi-
ness plans. The city’s residential 
and small business facilitator in 
the permit center, Allison Cook, 
is a friendly advocate who works 
with businesses to accomplish 
their goals by helping them 
navigate zoning, building codes, 
special permit requirements, and 
signage policies.

   It is important to ap-
proach Allison as early 
as possible in your 
planning process to 
identify the red flags 
before you have to 
spend extra money or 
time to make changes. 
She also can help if 
you run into problems 

and aren’t sure what your next 
step should be. When in doubt, 
we recommend our clients check 
with the permit center early and 
often to avoid potential pitfalls.
 The permit center isn’t the 
only community resource for 
expert advice. The Health De-
partment also gladly meets with 
owners early in the planning 
process to identify requirements 
for permits as well as to offer 
guidance for operating business-
es that pertain to public safety 
and health. Our center is offer-
ing consulting sessions with the 
Health Department each month 
to make it easy for businesses to 
get their questions answered.
 Anticipating potential obsta-
cles and problems at the start of 
a venture is much less expensive 
and time consuming than con-
fronting them near what you had 
hoped would be the finish line. 
It’s in your best interest to en-
gage community resources that 
can highlight those pitfalls and 
recommend solutions to you.

The writer is the executive  
director of the Alexandria 

Small Business Development 
Center.

Anticipation is the key  
to business success

Bill Reagan

Barge 
FROM | 14

i am more 
confident in 

kerry donley’s 
ability to acknowl-
edge the severity of 
that situation and 
address it. i do not 
perceive that as 
‘divisive’ — just a 
different vision of 
the city’s needs and 
solutions.” 
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

71% Yes, the debate will be good for the city.

29% No, Euille has done an admirable job.
279 votes

In response to “Local 
Dems line up to challenge 
mayor,” February 19:
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bascule bridge across 
the Potomac River 
below Washington 

had been proposed long before 
the original Woodrow Wilson 
Bridge was completed in De-
cember 1961. First called the 
Jones Point Bridge, the span 
was actually suggested to be 
built at almost the exact location 
of the Wilson, passing above the 
old Virginia Shipyard and under 
Washington Street adjacent to 
the long-forgotten Freedmen’s 
Cemetery, an African-American 
burial ground hastily prepared 
during the Civil War.
 By the early 1950s, consid-
eration to build such a bridge 
had reached such a high level 
that a motel planned for the 
site of the cemetery was aban-
doned, as it was thought the 
property would be condemned 
for exit and entrance ramps to 
the new bridge. Although a 
gasoline station was later built 
atop the graveyard, the damage 
from grading was much less in-
vasive than the excavation that 
would have been necessary for 
a large lodging structure. Thus, 
the early bridge plans probably 
saved the historic cemetery 
from complete destruction.
 In 1955, when federal au-
thorities finally approved con-
struction of the Capital Belt-
way, the first section of the 
six-lane limited-access high-
way included the bridge and 
adjacent access ramps above 
Great Hunting Creek. The cir-
cular route of the Beltway was 
planned to link the sleepy bed-
room suburbs that surrounded 
Washington to the nation’s 

capital and for those East Coast 
motorists looking to bypass the 
city center. Traffic planners de-
signed the roadway to handle a 
maximum traffic load of 75,000 
cars per day, without envision-
ing the massive land-use and 
social changes that would come 
as a result of suburban land 
conversion in the region. 
 As an example, within a 
decade of the Beltway’s initial 
opening, the rural community of 
Tysons Corner was completely 
transformed from acres of roll-
ing farmland into America’s first 
“Edge City,” attracting thou-
sands of motorized commut-
ers from not only Washington 
and Northern Virginia but also 
from Prince George’s County in 
Maryland, where homes were 
less expensive. Intense devel-
opment occurred all along the 
Beltway, as new commercial 
centers, office complexes and 
residential projects sprang up. 
 This situation not only gen-
erated an ever-growing traffic 
load, but provided an impetus 
for those living nearby to op-
pose major new road projects, 
particular the extension of In-
terstate 95 from Washington to 
College Park, Md. When that 
project was abandoned in 1977 

due to local opposition, I-95 was 
instead shifted onto the Beltway 
from Springfield around the 
capital to College Park, where it 
connected with the already built 
sections of I-95. By the 1980s 
the Alexandria/Wilson Bridge 
section was handling well over 
200,000 cars per day, nearly 
triple its planned capacity.
 After years of patchwork re-
pairs and a complete re-decking 
of the Wilson in 1983, by 1990 
it was clear the bridge and its 
access roads on each shore had 
to be replaced. Construction on 
the new Wilson Bridge began in 
1999, doubling its width with a 
dual series of local and express 
lanes in each direction.
 The modified cloverleaf in-
terchange above Hunting Creek 
at U.S. Route 1 was replaced 
with a maze of flyover ramps, 
seen on the left side of this re-
cent aerial image, completely 
occupying the area at the mouth 
creek. This once scenic area, for 
centuries viewed as almost an 
open bay to the river, was now 
filled with concrete piers and 
abutments for the currents of 
traffic rumbling high overhead.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.

A

Last Week 
Should other Democrats challenge Mayor Bill Euille’s 
bid for reelection?

This Week 
Should the Alexandria School Board consider an 
increase in their annual stipend?

weekly Poll

A. Yes.
B. No.

out oF the attic

West End Resident writes:
 I’m a young renter in Alexan-
dria, and I hope to stay in Alex-
andria for quite some time. I’ll be 
interested to hear where Mayor 
Euille and former Mayor Donley 
stand on positions that are im-
portant to someone like myself, 
which include continuing invest-
ment in city infrastructure.
 For instance, I’m pleased to 
read that both of them are major 
supporters of the Potomac Yard 
Metrorail station. I hope that proj-
ects such as the redevelopment 
around the Van Dorn Metro, Brad-
dock [Road] Metro and transit 
ways continue forward.

In response to “Alexandria’s 
preservation is up for grabs,” 
February 12:

Jack Sullivan writes:
 Thank goodness for Vice Mayor 
Allison Silberberg. She had the 
courage to understand the outra-
geous spot zoning involved at city 
council on Saturday to allow Wood-
bine Nursing Home to expand onto 
three residential lots in the midst of 
a residential neighborhood.
 While the mayor and the rest of 
council shed crocodile tears about 
having to rezone the property, she 
spoke forcefully about the wrench-
ing of the zoning codes and stood 
on the side of every home owner in 
Alexandria.
 We all are threatened by the 
precedent created by this action by 
council. The majority knew it and 
did not care.
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of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to some-
one showing signs of a mental illness 
or mental health crisis. Registration 
is free, but space is limited to 20 per 
class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov 
or www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

march 17

HOMESCHOOL DAY: HOW 
MUSEUMS CARE FOR OB-
JECTS Learn how museums store, 
care for and treat an object in order 
to preserve it for generations to 
come.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
www.historicalexandria.org

march 18

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH 
FIRST AID TRAINING (2 OF 
2) The second of two sessions in 
which people can learn how to give 
initial help to someone showing signs 
of a mental illness or mental health 
crisis. Registration is free, but space 
is limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov 
or www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

march 21

JAVA JOLT — ALMOST A 
BOOM: A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
NEW ALExANDRIA Friends of 
Alexandria Archaeology sponsors a 
Java Jolt lecture with author Jay Rob-
erts, who will discuss the little known 
neighborhood of New Alexandria, 
which was proclaimed the “Coming 
Manufacturing Metropolis of the 
South” in 1893.
Time: 10 to 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St., Suite 327
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

DOCENT-LED TOUR OF 
FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE MU-
SEUM Come for an in-depth guided 
tour of Friendship’s firehouse and 
learn about the company’s firefighting 
procedures and equipment, as well 
as the different roles the organization 
played in serving the community. Tick-
ets available for purchase online.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Friendship Firehouse 

Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

march 22

WINTER WARMER LADIES 
TEA Choose from a variety of 18th-
century desserts while you sip John 
Gadsby’s special blend of tea or take 
a cup of American Heritage Chocolate. 
Historic guest Martha Washington will 
catch you up on the latest Alexandria 
news during the tea. Admission costs 
$35 per person, tickets can be bought 
online.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.
org

WONDERS OF SCIENCE 
Visit the Apothecary and discover 
curious objects, from poison bottles 
to dragon’s blood, and find out how 
they were used and if they worked. 
During these hour-long tours, Project 
Enlightenment, McLean High School’s 
historical-reenactment society, will 
conduct 18th century scientific 
demonstrations which are certain 
to expand visitors’ knowledge about 
science in the 1700s.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: www.apothecarymu-
seum.org.

march 24

MUSIC AT MOUNT VERNON 
CONCERT SERIES Three concerts 
of chamber music, performed by 
members of the National Symphony 
Orchestra. Each performance is pref-
aced by a brief piece of Mount Vernon 
history, while afterwards guests enjoy 
champagne and gourmet chocolates 
with the musicians.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial 
Highway
Information: 703-780-2000,  
info@mountvernon.org or  
www.mountvernon.org 

march 28

ANNUAL RUM PUNCH CHAL-
LENGE Enjoy different rum punch 
creations from local distilleries, 
restaurants and caterers and vote for 
your favorite. There is also period and 
modern food as well as a silent auc-
tion. Admission costs $50 per person.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern,  
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242,  
gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or 
www.gadsbystavern.org

Monday–Friday 10aM–6pM  |   Saturday 10aM–5pM  |   Sunday 12pM–5pM 
210 n. Lee Street,  alexandria, Va 22314   703-299-0145  www.tchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Tradition with a Twist

only one third of the gravity we 
have here on Earth, so when 
we’re outside in our space suits, 
walking and running is not go-
ing to be the most useful mode 
of transportation,” Van Meter 
said. “Bouncing will be, kind 
of a bouncing skip. I’m kind of 
looking forward to that.”
 Mars One isn’t just looking 
for the four best candidates, 
the group has to mesh well and 
function as a unit.
 “There’s not going to be a 
ton of privacy and we’re going 
to have known each other ex-
tremely well,” Van Meter said. 
“You can’t put four strangers 
on a ship to Mars.”
 Van Meter is keeping ev-
erything in perspective for 
now. She is both nervous and 
interested in hearing how the 
scientific community will react 
to Mars One.
 “I feel a little peculiar about 
this because Mars One just ex-
ploded in the news,” she said. 
“[I’m] getting calls from CNN, 
MSNBC, Al Jazeera, the BBC. 
… Few people heard about 
Mars One beforehand. Inevi-
tably there’s going to be some 

pushback from anyone who 
works for NASA, [the Euro-
pean Space Agency], anyone 
in aerospace engineering, psy-
chology and psychiatry on the 

long-term effects of isolation 
on humans, confinement for 
humans.
 “Eight months in space. Is 
that something we can really 
stand if we know that we’re nev-
er going to be able to go back? 
… There’s a rather large, rather 
key component of Mars One 
that can’t be tested and can’t be 
replicated because we’ve never 
done it before. We’ve never sent 
people off and told them, ‘No, 
you can’t come back.’”
 The 100 candidates come 
from a variety of backgrounds 
and Van Meter said they’re 
getting to know one another 
through the Internet for now.  
 “One of my favorites is a 
guy in Boston, Chris Patil,” 
she said. “He’s a biologist. He 
wants to answer the question 
of life on Mars. Is it possible 
Earth life originated on Mars? 
Was Mars once a warm wet 
planet? What happened?”
 Van Meter said she has no 
earthly limits.
 “For me, it’s all about let-
ting the next generation know 
that there is no limit to what we 
can do,” she said. “It’s just a 
question of doing the work and 
making it happen and thinking 
outside the box.”

eight 
months 

in space. is that 
something we can 
really stand if we 
know that we’re 
never going to be 
able to go back?”

- Sonia Van meter
Finalist for trip to mars

marS 
FROM | 5

calendar 
FROM | 11
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1 Witches’ brews
8 Hangs on a line
13 Rapscallion
18 Be a resident of
19 “The Treasure of the ___ Madre”
20 Recorded books, e.g.
22 Like the king of the jungle
23 Cargo ship
24 TV type
25 Balloon filler
26 Albatross, e.g.
28 Remove, as from office
30 Bleacher creature
31 Hoopster’s ref-baiting move
33 With cunning (var.)
34 Plane-swatting King
36 General helper
37 Chimney parts
39 Bit of body art, slangily
40 Much in demand
43 Sales meeting diagrams
45 Novels have them
46 Some strands in a cell
47 Buddy-buddy
48 End the business day
49 Less delicate
53 Deep voices
54 Throat-soothing lozenge
56 Lennon’s bride
57 Carpet layer’s calculation
58 Campus building, for short
59 “___ got it!”
60 Ballerina’s garment
61 Kind of exam or history
62 Batman alter ego Bruce
63 Old King and Nat King
65 Makes a mistake
66 They’re not good to be behind
67 Bart Simpson is one

68 “Stop!”
69 Big John’s way out
70 Circle segment
71 Stereotypical snacks for cops
75 They save the day
77 Oil-rich land
80 Court hearings
81 Satellite radio giant
82 Big-eared equine
83 Barfly
84 Honoring, in a way
85 Engaged in disorderly play
89 Car-grille covering
90 Fred’s wife on “I Love Lucy”
93 Persuade
94 Combatant or contestant
95 Cat chatter
97 Slender woodwind
98 Cosmetic safety org.
99 Castle’s waterway
101 Places for taking off
103 Electronics giant, once
104 Auto assembly-line add-on
106 2002 animated movie
109 Certain Native American homes
111 Pain-loving person
112 Where to pull the plug
113 Cast a spell over
114 Tibetan monks
115 Scrawny chicken parts
116 Has a dwelling

DOWN
1 Eastern dish of meat and rice (var.)
2 Playwright Eugene
3 It follows a warrant showing
4 “At Seventeen” singer Janis
5 “The Mikado” sashes
6 Dressed to the ___
7 Cat-footed

last week’s Solution:

w
ee

k
ly

 w
or

d
s

8 “Dear” book
9 Split apart
10 Aggravate
11 Before, back and forth
12 Island wear
13 Easy marks
14 Unorthodox sect
15 Org. on toothpaste tubes
16 Maladjusted person
17 Fragrant hair dressing
19 Long-legged shore bird
21 Comparatively rational
27 Partiality
29 “That’s disgusting!”
32 Careful examinations
34 ___ ball (hot toy of 1988)
35 Revealed, in slang
36 Worshipper’s distance?

38 “It’s all the ___ to me”
40 Maneuver through the mud
41 Figures of speech
42 Santa ___, Calif.
44 Prime-time hrs.
45 Bird of paradise feature
47 Italian marble
48 Succotash ingredient
49 A “shalt not”
50 It’s made by a long  
  fermentation
51 Contest submissions
52 Awakens suddenly
53 Tropical African tree
54 Aquatic rodent
55 Brooks
58 Matt of Hollywood
60 Attack aggressively
62 Somewhat broad
63 Grasshopper’s trill
64 Feed-bag contents
72 Christmas dinner bird
73 “Active” start
74 “No ___ to apologize”
75 Single or homer, e.g.
76 Lake bordering Buffalo
78 Rush furiously, as a river
79 Campfire remnant
81 Salt source
83 The price of education
84 ___ A to Z
85 Starched and pleated collars
86 Severe experience
87 It’s south of South Sudan
88 Women’s reproductive cells
89 Special Forces headwear
91 Epoch when mammals  
  appeared
92 Minimal amounts
95 Wizards
96 ___ of the crime
99 Clifflike, flat-topped elevation
100 Food for Fido
101 Type of daytime show
102 Min. fractions
105 Lacking brightness
107 Conductor’s signal
108 And so forth (abbr.)
110 ___ Beta Kappa

A T-OUGh PUZZLE By Richard Auer

oBituarieS
ROSS D. FIGARD (91), 
of Alexandria, 
February 19, 2015

MAx CAMERON JOHNSON 
(88), of Alexandria, 
January 27, 2015

BEVERLY JONES JR. (87), 
of Alexandria, 
February 13, 2015

MATTIE LEWIS-BYNUM,
of Alexandria, 
February 17, 2015

MARY E. MARTIN, 
of Alexandria, 
February 26, 2015

CATHERINE MOSCATELLI 
(53), of Alexandria, 
February 18, 2015

VIVIAN B.O. PILLET (94), 
of Alexandria, 
February 18, 2015

ANNIE J. SHERRILL (64), 
of Alexandria, 
February 19, 2015

DEBORAH JANE SUNBURY 
(63), of Alexandria, 
February 24, 2015

DANNY R. TURNER (76), 
of Alexandria, 
February 4, 2015

Obituary POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are 
charged through the funeral home 
on a per-word basis comparable to 
the space rate offered to nonprofit 
advertisers. 

Families may provide any informa-
tion they wish about a deceased 
loved one, through all obituaries 
are subject to editing by the News 
Department. 

“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” 
notices are available through the 
Advertising Department. 

Obituaries should be submitted 
through the funeral home. Each 
obituary must include the funeral 
home name for verification. 

Deadlines are the Monday  
prior to the issue date.  
call 703.739.0001 for details.
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Advertising 
Works!

To advertise 
your business 

or service
Contact 

Kristen Essex

kessex@
alextimes.com

classifieds

legal notice automotive

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Orange Dough LLC

Sugar Shack Donuts & Coffee / Captain Gregorys

804 N Henry St

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22314-1619

Wine & Beer On Premises, Mixed Beverages On Premises

Kenneth R Krupicka Member

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Orange Dough LLC

Sugar Shack Donuts & Coffee / Captain Gregorys

804 N Henry St

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22314-1619

Wine & Beer On Premises, Mixed Beverages On Premises

Kenneth R Krupicka Member

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been received 
for administrative review and approval.

For information about this application or 
to comment, visit the City’s website at 
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
(703) 746-4666

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2015-00016
419 S Washington St – Bali of Alexandria, 
LLC
New Administrative Special Use Permit
request to operate a massage establishment; 
zoned CL/Commercial Low.
APPLICANT: Deasy Kusumiati
PLANNER: ann.horowitz@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 of the 
zoning ordinance, the above listed request 
may be approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning. If you have 
any comments regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and Zoning staff at 
703 746-4666 or email the planner listed 
no later than March 19, 2015

FORD, LINCOLN, BUICK, & GMC  
Vehicles Eligible For FREE Oil Change/ 
Tire Rotation! Visit www.Shop.Best-
Mark.com for registration or call 
800-969-8477 for questions. 

helP wanted

Oblon McClelland Maier & Neustadt 
has opening in Alexandria, VA for Of 
Counsel. Writing technical specifica-
tions for patent applications involv-
ing chemical and bio technologies, 
utilizing education and training in 
those disciplines; Assisting with the 
analysis and prosecution of U.S. pat-
ent applications originating in Japan 
including through direct communica-
tions in Japanese. LLM or equiv + 
MS degree in Electrical or Chemical 
Engineering or related + 3yrs exp. 
Send resumes to Oblon McClelland 
Maier & Neustadt, Attn: Recruiting 
Manager, 1940 Duke Street, Alexan-
dria, VA 22314. Must ref job title & 
code: OC-MK.

BuSineSS directory

homE SErviCES

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

homE SErviCES

aBc notice

Description: Motivated, self-starter 
wanted as sales rep at the Alexandria Times, a weekly tabloid 

newspaper in Northern Virginia. The Times, a high-quality paper 
covering news, local government, sports and entertainment, 
is distributed in 13 zip codes. Previous sales experience 
preferred; outgoing, confident personality a must. Duties include 
attendance at various networking events, sales meetings, 
cold calls in person and by phone/internet. Familiarity with 
Alexandria/Kingstowne/Springfield a plus. Applicants should 
send cover letter and resume to resumes@alextimes.com.

The Alexandria Times is looking 
for an in-house  
Sales Person 
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640 Franklin Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  •  Call us today! 703-289-5950FREE BUSINESS CHECKING!
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Astronaut encourages 

Jefferson-Houston students 

to follow their dreams

By susan halE thomas

 
 Astronaut Charles Bolden 

visited more than 400 enthu-

siastic students and guests last 

week in the Jefferson-Houston 

School gymnasium. Sharing 

his experiences working for 

NASA as an astronaut and ad-

ministrator, he emphasized the 

importance of science, tech-

nology, engineering and math 

education for students and how 

it applies in today’s space pro-

gram.
 Bolden kept the atmosphere 

loose, encouraging students to 

ask questions at any time and 

reassuring them there was no 

such thing as a dumb question. 

Students kept their hands raised 

up for upwards of an hour to 

get the astronaut’s attention. 

With curiosities piqued, the 

creative questions were flow-

ing.
 “How many people have 

left the planet?”

 “Have you ever been in an 

extraterrestrial situation?”

 “How long does it take to 

get to the moon?”

 “Are we sending a dog to 

Mars?”

 And, from a fifth grader, 

“What is the physical reaction 

of gravitational pull when you 

leave the atmosphere?”

 
 

  

Mayoral race to be heavily 

contested for first time  

in years

By susan halE thomas  

and Erich WagnEr 

 

 Rumors are flying around 

the Port City about the mayor-

al and city council races like 

toilet paper off the shelves 

before a winter storm.

 Mayor Bill Euille (D)  

will run for reelection, and 

his first announced challenger 

is former Democratic Mayor 

Kerry Donley. 

 But Vice Mayor Allison 

Silberberg, also a Democrat, 

is the lone city councilor not 

to announce her candidacy 

for reelection, leaving Alex-

andrians wondering what her 

intentions are.

   Silberberg said a campaign 

kickoff event is planned for 

March 1 at Los Tios in Del 

Reach for the stars

Local elections begin 

taking shape

PHOTO/SuSan HaLE THOMaS

Second grader Jasmine Walker asks Charles Bolden about his experiences as an astronaut during 

his visit to Jefferson Houston School last week. Bolden encouraged students to follow their dreams 

and pursue their education in science and math.

PHOTO/SuSan HaLE THOMaS

WINTEr WONDErLAND Parker, 6, and her father Joe were 

one of several families to enjoy a makeshift slope in the street, 

sledding down Jackson Place in the Jefferson Park neighbor-

hood Tuesday morning. With more than five inches of snow blan-

keting the Port City Monday night, many children used their day 

off to find a hill to slide down. For more photos, see page 25.

SEE astronaut | 7
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Online all the time:

PERSONALIZED EXPERIENCE 
FAST SERVICE | TRUSTED BRAND

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, 
SHUTTERS & DRAPES

Call To Schedule Your FREE 
In-Home Design Consultation

*For showroom or in-home design consultation 
orders, this o
 er must be presented at the time 
of purchase. O
 er valid on residential base 
installation of 3 Day Blinds and Hunter Douglas 
brand products only. O
 er excludes Special 
Orders, outside manufacturer brand Draperies, 
Window Film and Shutters. Minimum purchase on 
applicable products of $750 required, excluding 
sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid on 
previous purchase or with any other o
 er or 
discount. O� er Code ZFXZ. O� er Expires2/28/15.
AZ State Contractor’s License ROC 264398. 
CA State Contractor’s License #943877. OR 
State Contractor’s License #189332. WA State 
Contractor’s License #3DAYBDB914PZ. © 2014 3 
Day Blinds Corporation.

(800) 451-9254

ON CUSTOM BLINDS, 

SHADES, DRAPES 

& DECORATIVE HARDWARE

FREE INSTALLATION*
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109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Kristin Mango
NVAR Top Producer

571.276.0798
www.KristinMango.com

Communities: Welcome Home!
- Alexandria, VA Real Estate
- Arlington, VA Real Estate

Find me on Facebook

Follow me @CallVAHome

828 Slaters Lane #405 ~ Offered at $575,000

There’s so much to love about this boutique 
condominium community in booming Old Town 

North. One impressive example includes the 
notable designer touches that decorate this 

bright,spacious,top floor condo home. 

• 9’ ceilings
• Decorative moldings 
• Brand new appliances
• Plantation shutters
• Wood floors
• Tile bath accents

• Dual vanities
• Soaking tub
• Walk-in closets
• Garage parking for 2
• Spectacular shared 

rooftop deck!

Welcome to Old Town Crescent!


