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Fiscal roadmap provides 
schools funding, raises  
for police
By Erich WagnEr and  

SuSan halE ThomaS
 
 Despite facing a $31 mil-
lion budget gap as recently 
as December, Acting City 
Manager Mark Jinks pro-
posed a balanced budget 
that not only keeps tax 
rates flat but also 
funds school en-
rollment increases 
and a pay raise for 
police officers.
 Jinks presented 
the $647.9 million 
proposal for fiscal 2016 to 
city councilors Tuesday, a 1.7 
percent increase from the 2015 
fiscal year appropriation.
 The budget includes 
$197.8 million for Alexan-
dria City Public Schools, 
a $6 million increase — 
3.1 percent — from 2015. 
Schools officials had re-
quested an additional $9.1 
million over the current fis-
cal year for a total city allo-
cation of $201 million.
 Jinks said the city is in-

creasing its investment to 
the district by designating 
55 percent of all new general 
fund revenue to the schools. 
 “School needs are com-
ing first,” Jinks said.
 But schools Superintendent 
Alvin Crawley stressed not 
fully funding the budget would 
be a direct hit to classrooms.
 “Funding less than the 

requested amount would 
impact our ability to 

have a highly ef-
fective teacher in 
every classroom, 
provide necessary 

specialized instruc-
tion and support the 

needs of diverse learners,” 
Crawley said in a statement.
 Over the past several 
months, city police have 
lobbied elected officials for 
pay increases, something 
they have not received in 
years. The budget calls for 
an additional $2.1 million to 
fund a 4.5 percent pay raise 
for all police officers. Entry-
level pay for officers also 
would increase by 9 percent. 

No new taxes in 
city budget proposal 

                            NBA trailblazer,  
Alexandria legend dead at 86

Earl Lloyd broke the basketball color barrier in 1950
By SuSan halE ThomaS
 

     Alexandria native Earl Lloyd, 
who broke professional bas-
ketball’s color barrier more 
than 60 years ago, died last 
Thursday in Crossville, Tenn., 
at the age of 86.
 Lloyd played basketball at 
Parker-Gray High School. After 
graduating in 1946, Lloyd at-
tended West Virginia State Col-
lege where he was a two-time 
All-American. In 1950, Lloyd 
was selected in the 9th round 
of the NBA draft by the Wash-
ington Capitols, making him the 
first black player in the league.
 Melvin Miller, long-time 
Alexandrian and a commis-
sioner with the Alexandria Re-
development and Housing Au-
thority, said he first met Earl 
Lloyd in 1949 as a student at 
St. Augustine’s University in 
Raleigh, N.C. Lloyd’s Yellow 

Jackets had come to town to 
play the Falcons. 
 “Word got around that 
Lloyd, the ‘Moon Fixer,’ was 
on campus,” Miller said. “And 
I was eager to meet him.”
 The Falcons took a pound-
ing that day.
 “They killed us,” Miller said.
 West Virginia State went 
on to win the then-Colored 
Intercollegiate Athletic As-
sociation championship that 
year. Miller didn’t forget 
his encounter with Lloyd.

SEE lloyd | 7
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Fiscal 2016 proposal budget highlights
FY 2015 FY 2016 Change

Operating budget $636.8 million $647.9 million 1.7 percent

ACPS funding $191.8 million $197.8 million 3.1 percent

Full time staffing 2,547 positions 2,543 positions - 4 positions

PagE 13
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T.C. Willliams senior 
basketball player  
Darius Holland proudly 
wears Earl Lloyd’s  
No. 5 jersey.
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The Time To Sell Is Now. Let Me Put My 25+ Years of Experience to Work for You!

Quaker ridgedel ray
$869,000

del ray
$1,099,000

Beautiful 1920’s home with detached 2 car  
garage blocks to METRO, shops & restaurants!

Spacious rooms, 5 bedrooms (4 upper, 1 main), 3 baths,  
fireplace (wood), high ceilings, tall windows and walkout  

to a beautiful fenced yard with hardscape, lawn & gardens.

Exquisite brick colonial with attached  
2 car garage in convenient location!

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, gas fireplace in family room,  
chef ’s kitchen, butler pantry, wet bar and beautifully  

landscaped yard with stone patio.

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Brighton SQuare
$524,900$1,085,000

All brick end 
townhouse  
convenient to  
Del Ray,  
Shirlington & 
Crystal City!
4 bedrooms, 2 full & 2 
half baths (all updated) 
with 3 finished levels. 
Walk-out lower level 
with wood burning 
fireplace, 4th bedroom 
& half bath. Fenced 
yard with patio & deck.

$1,195,000

roSemont

Sold
Sold

Renovated & Expanded with fabulous Great 
Room & Master Suite. Blocks to METRO!
3 Bedrooms, 3 full baths, 2 finished levels with over 2400 
sq. ft. of living space. Gas fireplace, Chef ’s kitchen, fenced 

yard with deck & detached garage.

Expanded 1920’s brick colonial blocks  
to King St. METRO!

4 finished levels, 4/5 bedrooms, 2 full & 2 half baths,  
2 fireplaces (gas & wood), off street parking.

under

ContraCt
under

ContraCt

under

ContraCt
under

ContraCt

under

ContraCt
under

ContraCt
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
All in stock new lamps 
are on Sale for 20 % 
less than the marked 
price.  

Hurry!  
Sale ends January 31st. 

ThE WEEkly BriEFing

Grace Episcopal announces new head of school

Local economic development official to retire

 The Grace Episcopal 
School’s board of trustees an-
nounced Monday that it has 
appointed Patricia Culbreth to 
be the new head of school at 
the private institution.
 Culbreth currently is prin-
cipal at Holy Cross Regional 
Catholic School in Lynch-
burg, which serves pre-K 
through 12th grades. She will 

take over the top post at Grace 
Episcopal in July, succeeding 
Chris Stegmaier Byrnes, who 
is retiring after 11 years with 
the school.
 “With great joy, I accept the 
opportunity to serve as head 
of Grace Episcopal School,” 
Culbreth said in a statement. 
“During my visits, I could feel 
the warm family atmosphere, 

the energy of the children and 
the community’s desire to be 
a child-centered school where 
each student can reach his or 
her potential.
 “I look forward to working 
with an exceptional faculty 
to meet the Grace mission. 
Thank you for this wonderful 
blessing and opportunity.”

 - Erich Wagner

 Val Hawkins, president and 
CEO of the Alexandria Eco-
nomic Development Partner-
ship, announced Tuesday that 
he will retire later this month.
 Hawkins served as head of 
the local development organi-
zation for nearly six years. Dur-
ing his tenure, he worked on a 
number of projects to attract 
business to the Port City, most 
notably the deal to bring the 
National Science Foundation to 
Hoffman Town Center.
 He also was instrumental in 
the recently launched Capitol 
Post Veterans initiative, an ef-
fort to attract and provide jobs 
for talented veterans entering the 
private sector.
 “The partnership and the 
City of Alexandria have great-

ly benefitted from Val’s leader-
ship and service over the past 
six years,” said Christopher 
Hartman, chairman of the Al-
exandria Economic Develop-
ment Partnership’s board of 
directors, in a statement. “Val 
has been the cornerstone of 
the partnership’s efforts in 
the community, and, we are 
thankful to him for his leader-
ship. While he will be greatly 
missed, we know he will con-
tinue to make meaningful con-
tributions to the city and be 
successful in all that he does 
moving forward.”
 Hawkins will step down ef-
fective March 15. The organi-
zation will promote Stephanie 
Landrum, the group’s executive 
vice president and chief operat-

ing officer to acting president 
and CEO.
 Landrum has served with 
the organization since 2005. 
The organization plans to con-
tinue work to attract businesses 
to neighborhoods like Carlyle, 
Potomac Yard and Landmark.
 “Given her track record, 
her network and her obvious 
familiarity and competence 
with respect to the partner-
ship’s mission and ongoing 
initiatives, we are confident 
economic development for the 
benefit of the entire city won’t 
miss a beat,” Hartman said. 
“Stephanie and the rest of the 
AEDP staff will continue to 
build on the foundation and 
legacy Val leaves.”

 - Erich Wagner

PolicE BEaT
The following incidents occurred between February 25 and March 4.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

2 bURGLARies AGGRAvAted 
AssAULts 0

37 thefts 11 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

10 AssAULts

2 seXUAL 
OffeNses4 vehiCLe

thefts 2 RObbeRies
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Three-way race for 
Democratic nomination 
underway
By SuSan halE ThomaS

 Braving streets and side-
walks glazed with ice, more 
than 100 residents came out to 
support Allison Silberberg as 
she announced her 
candidacy for mayor 
at Los Tios in Del 
Ray last weekend.
 Silberberg had 
been the only mem-
ber of city council 
not to announce her 
candidacy for reelec-
tion, causing specula-
tion about her plans, 
but those close to the 
vice mayor said they knew she 
was gunning for the city’s high-
est elected position. 
 Dick Moose, a 50-year 
resident of the Port City, was 
chatting with a table of friends 
prior to the announcement.
 “I think she’s a terrific per-
son and I’d love to see her as 
mayor,” Moose said. “She has a 
vision for Alexandria and she’s 
not beholden to the develop-
ers and their lawyers. She’s an 
independent-minded person and 
thinks for herself instead of just 
part of a group like the existing 
council does.”
 In her introduction, former 
state Sen. Patsy Ticer described 

Silberberg as a voice of reason 
and a visionary leader.
 “Allison weighs all sides 
and listens carefully, and 
this is indeed a rare quality,” 
Ticer said. “She thinks things 
through, and asks the tough 
questions, and she tries to get 
the answers. … She seeks 

compromise where 
possible.”
    Supporters stood 
shoulder to shoulder 
in the dining room 
of the restaurant in 
anticipation of Sil-
berberg’s announce-
ment. A thunder of 
whoops, whistles and 
cheers erupted when 
Silberberg announced 

her bid for mayor.
 “We need to stand together, 
from Old Town, to the West 
End, to Parkfairfax and every-
thing in between,” she said. 
“It’s time for us to focus on 
what is possible. … City Hall 
is not separate from the people. 
City Hall is the people.”
 Silberberg said as mayor 
she would support develop-
ment that is appropriate, li-
braries, schools, open space, 
affordable housing, seniors, as 
well as the Alexandria business 
community and entrepreneur-
ship. The vice mayor said she 
would take on the city’s debt 
and would protect and preserve 

city neighborhoods and the 
Old Town historic district.
 Eileen Cassidy Rivera, a col-
lege friend and co-chairwoman 
of Silberberg’s campaign, has 
known the vice mayor for 33 
years. She described Silberberg 
as courageous.
 “Last Saturday there was a 
vote by city council on a prop-
erty on King Street,” Cassidy 
Rivera said. “It was sold as a 
senior issue but truthfully it was 
a zoning issue and Allison was 
the one asking the tough ques-
tions. The real vote was to re-
zone the property and was be-
ing spun to appear as if it were 
to help seniors. Allison gets in 
there and digs, and sometimes 
to the consternation of her col-
leagues. They don’t like it when 
she digs in.”
 Terri and Mickey Simpson, 
who worked on Silberberg’s 
first campaign in 2012, were 
excited to see her enter the 
mayoral race.
 “I was so impressed with 
Allison when I first met her 
that I thought: ‘This is a lady 
I can stand by and work for 
and help her run her cam-
paign,’” Terri Simpson said.
 Silberberg’s announcement 
brings the tally of Democratic 
mayoral candidates to three, 
with incumbent Mayor Bill 

TimesIn Your

Winning PhoTo
The Alexandria Times Photo Contest

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

Congratulations to Bianca Perez
for winning February’s Photo Contest!

March’s Theme: Spring Cherry Blossoms

(Send us a pic of your favorite Spring Cherry Blossoms)

Send us your photo to win  
Four roundtrip Mount Vernon VIP Vouchers.

Send your Spring Cherry Blossoms photos to:

Sponsored By:

February’s Theme: Love is in the Air!

March’s Theme: Spring Cherry Blossoms

Send your Spring Cherry Blossoms photos to:

Silberberg announces mayoral run

Allison Silberberg

SEE SilBErBErg | 19

PHOTO/SUSan HalE THOmaS
More than 100 residents and supporters crowded into Del Ray restaurant Los Tios last week-
end to see Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg announce her campaign for mayor. Her entry means 
the June Democratic primary will be a three-way race, with incumbent Mayor Bill Euille and 
former Mayor Kerry Donley also vying for the nomination.
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BRADDOCK HEIGHTS $789,000
2409 Ridge Road Drive 
Beautiful three level colonial, perfectly sited on a quarter acre lot in 
Alexandria City, features 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, renovated kitchen, 
finished basement and a large fenced backyard.

FAIRLINGTON COMMONS $459,000
3278 S Utah Street
True end unit Clarendon model townhouse in Fairlington Commons 
features 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, a renovated kitchen, pull down attic 
storage, fenced back patio and two permit parking spaces. 

OLD TOWN $1,795,000
604 S Fairfax Street
Stunning historic detached home in the heart of Old Town featuring 
a formal living room with 12’ ceilings, chef’s kitchen, original heart 
pine floors, 6 bedrooms, 4 baths and a private flagstone patio.

OLD TOWN $1,495,000
610 S Washington Street 
This gorgeous custom built home in Old Town features 3 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths, a high-end kitchen, 4 gas fireplaces, a rooftop sun deck, 
gated entry, private patio and detached 2-car garage.

DEL RAY $599,000
538 E Nelson Avenue
UNDER CONTRACT IN SIX DAYS. Charming row house located in the 
heart of Del Ray, just two blocks to “The Avenue” and a ten minute 
walk to Braddock Road Metro.  

ALEXANDRIA CITY $1,795,000
728 Timber Branch Drive
New construction craftsman style home features a designer kitchen 
with high end appliances, two gas fireplaces, a luxurious master suite, 
main level in-law suite, welcoming front porch and large back deck.

OLD TOWN $479,900
1346 Chetworth Court
Sunlit end townhouse,  just minutes from Old Town shops and restau-
rants,  features a renovated kitchen, full lower level with fireplace, an 
abundance of storage space and assigned parking. 

ALEXANDRIA CITY $2,750,000
4004 Carson Place
Perfectly sited on almost 3/4 of an acre, adjacent to St. Stephens and 
St. Agnes Upper School, this gorgeous property offers a luxurious 
main house, an apartment above the garage & a separate pool house.

JEFFERSON PARK
505 Woodland Terrace
Beautiful 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home in Alexandria City featuring 
a renovated kitchen, hardwood floors throughout, landscaped 
backyard with stone patio, 3 fireplaces and a huge storage attic.

SOLD

Serving Alexandria for 29 Years!

Over $60 Million in Alexandria Sales in 2014
Named 175th Top Realtor in the Nation by WSJ in 2013

THE PATTERSON GROUP
703.310.6201 | ppatterson@ttrsir.com  | PhyllisPatterson.com

T h e  P aT T e r s o n  G r o u P  P r e s e n T s
a  s e l e c T i o n  o f  e x c l u s i v e  o f f e r i n G s

UNDER CONTRACT

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

COMING SOON COMING SOON

UNDER CONTRACT SOLD
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The increases would make lo-
cal law enforcement salaries 
more competitive with neigh-
boring jurisdictions.
 Although he had the op-
tion to increase residential 
and commercial property tax 

rates, Jinks said he wanted to 
avoid it, given the approxi-
mately 3 percent growth in 
assessments announced ear-
lier this year.
 “We worked on it and we 
worked on it, and we were able 
to do it without the tax increase,” 
he said. “It’s sustainable. There 
are no short-term gimmicks.”

 And Jinks said the budget 
proposal puts the city on bet-
ter fiscal footing in the years 
to come. He said all trans-
fers of programs or positions 
from the general fund to other 
grants and funding sources 
can continue in future years.
 “There’s no prior year fund 
balance use; there’s no dip 

into our savings or our rainy 
day fund,” he said. “I can’t 
remember the last time I saw 
a city manager do this — not 
use [one-time] fund balances 
— in recent years.”
 So how was city staff able 
to cut what was most recently 
projected as a $31 million 
budget shortfall? Jinks said it 
was a lot of small initiatives, 
from using dedicated trans-
portation funding to pay for 
Metro expenses to revising a 
plan to rework the intersec-
tion of King Street, Quaker 
Lane and Braddock Road.
 “With the original resiz-
ing, we would have had to 
spend $7 million to take the 
surrounding properties, so 

we asked: ‘How much 
benefit would we 
get for that $7 mil-
lion?’” Jinks said. 
“Now we’ll put in a 
new signal and new 

mast arms, and it’ll 
cost $2 million instead 

of the original $7 [million], 
and we’ll get most of the same 
desired effect.”
 Jinks said staff also was 
able to find savings by find-
ing more efficient garbage 
pickup routes, revamping 
how to use contractors for re-
paving — city workers now 
will fill small potholes, while 
contractors will be paid for 
larger repaving work — and 
bringing the cleaning of sew-
age storm basins in-house.
 “You know, it’s harder and 
harder to find these kinds of 
efficiencies year after year 
[as budgets shrink],” he said. 
“But the opportunities are 
there and new ideas come to 
the forefront.”  
 Other ways to close the 
gap include bringing ambu-
lance fees in line with Fairfax 
County and further increasing 
fees for services in agencies 
like the city department of 
recreation, parks and cultural 
activities.
 The budget includes a 
number of adjustments in 
staffing of city agencies, 
mostly involving vacant posi-
tions. The net change in full 
time positions is a drop in 
four positions, but only “one 
or two” of them are currently 
filled, Jinks said.
 The new Fire Station 210, 
opened last year in the West 
End, will go another year 
without fire apparatus. Jinks’ 
proposal calls for the same 
staffing levels for the facility 
— a medic unit.

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

BudgET 
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Contact 703-739-0001 or 
sales@alextimes.com to advertise!

   The 2015 Alexandria Times 

Bridal Directory

you know,  
it’s harder 
and harder 
to find these 
kinds of 
efficiencies 
year after year 
[as budgets 
shrink]. But the 
opportunities 
are there and 
new ideas 
come to the 
forefront.”

-mark Jinks
acting city manager
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Capri was even more breathtaking than I imagined, and I thought to myself: remember this.

Remember the incredible picnic at the Colosseum that our Destination Concierge arranged just for us. The poolside talks we had on board about first 
crushes and best friends. And, how just being together (even without a hot air balloon) is enough to make your spirit soar.

It’s funny; I don’t remember a single thing from our Celebrity cruise—I remember everything.

Alaska • Asia • Australia/New Zealand • Bermuda • Caribbean • Europe • Galapagos • South America 
Visit celebritycruises.com/dc, call 1-888-283-7485, or contact your travel agent. 

©2015 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

7219bh CELwashAlexandria.indd   1 2/16/15   10:33 AM

lloyd 
FROM | 1

SEE lloyd | 8

COURTESY PHOTOS
Alexandria native Earl Lloyd broke barriers throughout his career in 
basketball, from being the first black NBA player and the first black 
player to win an NBA title to becoming the first black NBA assistant 
coach and the second black head coach.

 
 
  

 Years later, Miller and 
Lloyd routinely ran into each 
other while attending the Cen-
tral Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association basketball tourna-
ment and became friends.
 When construction of the 
new T.C. Williams building 
was underway in the 2000s, 
alumnus and Olympic rower 
Michael Porterfield contacted 
Miller and suggested the gym-
nasium be named after Lloyd. 
 Miller’s job was to con-
vince Lloyd to assent to the 
honor. Lloyd was reluctant and 
said his Parker-Gray coach, 
Louis Johnson, deserved it 
more. But Miller was persis-
tent and convinced Lloyd that 
the board would be more likely 
to approve an alumnus.
 Darius Holland, a senior bas-

ketball player at T.C. Williams, 
wore Lloyd’s No. 5 jersey. 
Holland had the opportunity to 
meet Lloyd at a game between 
the Titans and West Springfield 
and said their meeting had a tre-
mendous impact on him. 
 “He inspired me to wear 
No. 5, so I wore it every year 
except for last year because a 
senior chose No. 5,” Holland 
said. “I wore No. 5 for football 
and basketball because of Earl. 
… It gives me an extra sense of 
pride because someone who is 
legendary put this jersey on.
 “Earl told me how hard it 
was battling racism and segre-
gation and coming to a deseg-
regated school and still have 
people stereotype him for not 
being able to make anything 
out of himself. And then to go 
and do it, that was a definite 
accomplishment — [to do it] 
on his own. It’s motivation be-

cause the racism part is gone. 
The fact that you can accom-
plish anything given those cir-
cumstances is phenomenal.”
 Lloyd was a pioneer. Like 
other black athletes of the time, 
he was part of an era that began 
the integration of American 
professional sports. 
 Lloyd joined athletes like Bill 
Willis, the first black to be draft-
ed into the All-America Football 
Conference by the Cleveland 
Browns in 1945; Jackie Rob-
inson, the first black player in 
Major League Baseball in 1947; 
and Althea Gibson, the first black 
tennis player to compete in what 
is now the U.S. Open in 1950. 
These were players that braved 
and endured racial abuse from 
fans and players and laid the path 
toward racial equality in sports.
 In advance of the first T.C. 
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As much as you love the idea of owning your home, you probably hate the mortgage that comes 
with it. But did you know that a mortgage can be an important tool to help you achieve greater 
financial success?

In this 90-minute seminar, created by Ric Edelman, one of the country’s most acclaimed financial 
advisors, you’ll learn:

• How your mortgage, if handled properly, can help you increase wealth

• Why a 30-year mortgage is better than a 15-year loan

• How your misconceptions about mortgages could be costing you tens of thousands of dollars

Learn How a Big Mortgage Can Create Wealth

Go to EdelmanFinancial.com/atimes2  
or call 800.591.6806 to register.  

Promo code:ATIMES2

Ric Edelman is Chairman and CEO of Edelman Financial Services LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor, and CEO, President and a Director of Pinnacle Summer Investments Inc. 
He is an Investment Advisor Representative who offers advisory services through EFS and a Registered Principal of (and offers securities through) Sanders Morris Harris Inc., an 
affiliated broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.

Advisory Services offered through Edelman Financial Services LLC. Securities offered through Sanders Morris Harris Inc., an affiliated broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.

Ric Edelman’s Financial Seminar Series

11 Great Reasons to Carry a Big, Long Mortgage

ONE DAY ONLY: March 24, 2015 
The George Washington Masonic Memorial - Alexandria, VA
1757 Golf Club  - Dulles, VA

Register Now & Save 50%  
By Using Promo Code: ATIMES2

Alexandria Times 9.3x5.25 MORTGAGE AD.indd   1 2/25/15   7:10 PM

Williams Athletic Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony last De-
cember, Lloyd told school offi-
cials that despite the disparag-
ing remarks he heard from fans 
in those early days, he didn’t let 
it bother him.
 “My philosophy was that 
if they weren’t calling you 
names, you weren’t doing any-
thing,” Lloyd said. “If they 
were calling you names, you 
were hurting them.”  
Lloyd’s first NBA game for 
the Capitols came against the 
Rochester Royals on October 
31, 1950. Three other black 
players had been drafted that 
year — Chuck Cooper of the 
Boston Celtics, Nat “Sweet-
water” Clifton of the New 
York Knicks and Hank De-
Zonie of the Tri-Cities Black-
hawks — but Lloyd was the 
first to play.
 On that Halloween evening 
in Rochester, N.Y. before 2,184 
fans, Lloyd led both teams in re-

bounding with 10, and scored six 
points. But the Capitols lost the 
contest 78-70.
 Though the game was of 
historical importance, that night 

it was considered just another 
game. Neither the Washington 
Post nor the Rochester Demo-
crat and Chronicle mentioned 
Lloyd’s performance in their 

coverage of the game.   
 Known as “Big Cat,” Lloyd 
had a reputation for being a 
strong defensive player. At 
6-foot-6, Lloyd scored more 
than 4,600 points in his career 
and played a total of nine sea-
sons with three different teams 
— the Capitols, the Syracuse 
Nationals and the Detroit Pis-
tons. Lloyd missed the 1951-52 
seasons after being drafted into 
the U.S. Army just before the 
start of the Korean War.
 Upon returning from over-
seas, Lloyd played for Syracuse, 
where he was instrumental in  
his team making the Eastern  
Division Championship in 1955. 
Syracuse played against the Fort 
Wayne Pistons for the national 
championship and won the se-
ries four games to three, making 
Lloyd the first black player to 
win an NBA title.
 In 1958, Syracuse traded 
Lloyd to the Detroit Pistons 
where he played for two years 
before retiring.
 But Lloyd continued to 
work within the NBA, where 

he served as a scout for the Pis-
tons. In 1968, he became the 
first black assistant coach in the 
league, again for the Pistons.
And in 1971, the team promoted 
him to be the second black head 
coach in the NBA.
 After leaving basketball, 
Lloyd worked for Chrysler and 
became the first black execu-
tive for Dodge. For 10 years, he 
served as an administrator for 
the Detroit Board of Education. 
From Chrysler, Lloyd went to 
work for a car parts company 
owned by another former Pis-
ton, Dave Bing. Lloyd had been 
Bing’s coach while both were 
with the Pistons.
 Lloyd finally received recog-
nition for his accomplishments 
when he was inducted into the 
national Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame in 2003. Lloyd also 
was inducted into the T.C. Wil-
liams Hall of Fame last year.
 Lloyd was living in Cross-
ville, Tenn. with his wife, Char-
lita, when he died. The couple 
has three sons and four grand-
children.

PHOTO/THE WHiTE HOUSE 

Although Earl Lloyd received little recognition for his achievements dur-
ing his career, his trail blazing eventually was honored. In 2004, he was 
inducted into basketball’s Hall of Fame, and he met with Vice President 
Joe Biden at the White House in 2010.

lloyd 
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ACPS 2020 Alexandria City Public Schools needs your 
opinion on its � ve-year strategic plan

Alexandria City Public Schools is fully 
focused on becoming a high-per-

forming school division.  
Our goal is to make sure that we have an 

engaging and collaborative climate that pro-
motes ethical behavior and values diversity. 
We want to see our students become well-
rounded critical thinkers with a real passion 
for learning.

To do this, ACPS is collaborating with 25 
members of our community including busi-
ness leaders, non-pro� t organizations, reli-
gious institutions and civic associations to 
develop a Strategic Plan to guide our schools 
over the next � ve years. In June, the School 
Board will adopt the plan that will guide 
everything we do as a division and every 
dollar spent until the year 2020.

As parents, family members, students, 
teachers, sta� , taxpayers and members of 
the Alexandria community your opinions 
matter.

Please join us at one of the community 
forums or go online to review the � rst dra�  
of the Strategic Plan. Your voice can help 
build a brighter future for our students.

On March 11 and 19, the Strategic Plan Committee is hosting two forums where the public 
can review the draft Strategic Plan and give feedback.

Strategic Plan Forums
Wednesday, March 11, 2015, at 7 p.m. 

George Washington Middle School Media Center/Library

Thursday, March 19, 2015, at 7 p.m. 
Francis C. Hammond Middle School Media Center/Library

Give Feedback Online
You can also view a draft outline of the Strategic Plan and give feedback online at:

www.acps.k12.va.us

YOUR OPINION COUNTS

What do you want to see accomplished 
within these areas?

The Strategic Plan will 
focus on six areas:

Academic Performance

Accountability

Family and Community Engagement

Superior Sta� 

Facilities and Learning Environment

Health and Wellness

“I am a taxpayer and 
my children go to the 
public schools. I want to 
see this plan meet the 
needs of the entire City of 
Alexandria.”

– John Lennon, Stakeholder Committee Co-chair 
and retired Voice of America associate director of 
strategy and planning

“My goal is to help the 
community prioritize 
what we want ACPS to be 
good at – what our core 
competencies are. No 
school district can excel at 

everything. We must focus on the things 
that matter most.”

– Janet Eissenstat, Stakeholder Committee Co-chair 
and former director of the President’s Commission 
on White House Fellowships

“As a student, I’m 
trying to think of other 
students and their 
needs. It’s important to 
accommodate the needs 
of all students and ensure 
that the Strategic Plan is not polarized.”

– Denny Okudinani, student at T.C. Williams High 
School

“It shouldn’t matter which school a child 
attends. I want the quality of education 
and facilities to be the same level of 
excellence at every ACPS school.” 

– Purvi Gandhi Irwin, Stakeholder Committee 
member and Parker-Gray Board of Architectural 
Review

“We need to increase access and better 
align preschool options across the city so 
that all our children enter kindergarten 
ready to learn and succeed.”

– Ellen Kennedy Folts, Stakeholder Committee 
member and Executive Director, Bruhn-Morris 
Family Foundation

What the committee’s community 
representatives are saying:

THANK YOU to all of the members of the Strategic Plan 
Stakeholder Committee: Bill Campbell, Michael Carrasco, Amelia 
Castañeda, Trisha Christopher, Keenan Cooper, Alvin Crawley, 
Erin Davidson, Daria Dillard, McKenya Dilworth, Janet Eissenstat, 
Pilar Garcia, Bill Hendrickson, Purvi Gandhi Irwin, Justin Keating, 
Ellen Kennedy Folts, Ellen Klein, Michael Korff , John Lennon, Mari 
Lou Livingood, Tammy Mann, Terri Mozingo, Linda Odell, Denny 
Okudinani, Clinton Page, Joyce Rawlings, Marguerite Rippy, Tricia 
Rodgers, Nancy Runton, LaDonna Sanders, Cynthia Skinner, 
Jennifer Walker and Deborah Warren n

Advertisement brought to you by Alexandria City Public Schools
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a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria TimesShop Around the CornerShop Around the Corner

To feature 
your business in  

Shop Around 
the Corner  

contact 703-739-0001 
or sales@alextimes.com.

ust about everyone has 
physical aches and pains, 
and Mynt Medical Mas-

sage and Spa at 1127 King St. 
offers perfect relief from such 
ailments in the heart of Old 
Town as one of the city’s new-
est massage and spa spots.
 What differentiates Mynt 
Medical Massage and Spa is 
the focus on promoting their 
clients’ overall mental and 
physical well-being through 
customized massage sessions. 
The staff is committed to pro-
viding outstanding quality ser-
vice and care for muscular as 
well as orthopedic problems, 
and they do so in a relaxing 
environment designed to meet 
each individual’s needs.
 Owner and manager Cam 
Huynh recognizes that Alex-
andria has a number of high 

quality massage or spa estab-
lishments, but said he decided 
to open Mynt Medical Massage 
and Spa due to the need for 
medical massages as well as 
spa services in the area.
 “People have old as well 
as recent sports injuries that 
are painful or uncomfortable,” 
Huynh added. “Our medical 
massages help relax the mus-
cles and ease the tension that 
builds up in the body. Clients 
leave calm and rejuvenated.”
 The therapists at Mynt work 
with clients to develop a plan 
that helps them overcome their 
physical issues. With treatment 
available for a litany of condi-
tions including back pain, car-
pal tunnel syndrome and shin 
splints, clients will find there 
is plenty on offer to help them 
regain full mobility. In addi-

tion, each personalized treat-
ment plan looks to educate each 
client about preventative care 
steps they can take to prevent 
a recurrence of their original 
complaint.
 With gift cards, seasonal spe-
cials and a rewards scheme on 
offer for regular and new custom-
ers, the time has never been better 
to have that muscular or orthope-
dic complaint seen to and perma-
nently treated.

For more information on Mynt 
Medical Massage and Spa, go to 
 www.myntmedicalmassage.com, 

call 703-838-0500 or email 
info@myntmedicalmassage.com. 

Mynt is open seven days  
a week: Monday through  
Friday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.;  

Saturday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.;  
Sunday: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Easing the pain

703-838-0500 • www.myntmedicalmassage.com

Experience individualized care. Specializing in treatment  
of Back, Shoulder, Neck and Leg Pain. Contact us today:

Your Solution to Pain Management

Conveniently 
Located at:

1127 King Street, 
2nd Floor  

Alexandria, VA 22314

J

Chinquapin Olympic pool dead in the water?
Cost estimates up more 
than 50 percent over 
original projections
By SuSan halE ThomaS

 The results are in on the 
estimated cost to construct 
a new indoor Olympic-sized 
pool at Chinquapin Park Rec-
reation Center, and they’re not 
looking good.
 At $30.7 million, the proj-
ect’s price tag has spiked more 
than 50 percent over previous 
city projections.
 Hughes Group Architects, 
the group commissioned by 
the city in May 2014 to con-
duct a feasibility study for a 
new aquatic center, projected 
the estimated cost last Novem-
ber to be $20 million. The firm 
had cautioned the cost could 
change as planning progressed. 

 City officials and members 
of the public met last week at 
T.C. Williams’ Minnie Howard 
campus to hear the architects’ 
explanation for the cost in-
crease and to discuss the next 
phase of the feasibility study. To 
date, two thirds of the $500,000 
budgeted for the study has been 
paid to Hughes Group.
 The city’s capital budget 
currently allows for $20 million 
to expand the Chinquapin facil-
ity. An additional $2.5 million 
would be raised through a pri-
vate stakeholder group, Advo-
cates for Alexandria Aquatics.
 Group vice-chairwoman Me-
lynda Wilcox was eager to hear 
an explanation from the consult-
ing group at the meeting.
  “There’s no question that 
this is a setback, and these new 

SEE chinquaPin | 12

PHOTO/SUSan HalE THOmaS
A lifeguard watches over swimmers at the Chinquapin Park Recreation Center’s existing indoor pool Tues-
day. Although advocates have been pushing for an Olympic-sized pool to be built at the facility for months, 
uncertainty surrounds the proposal in light of increases in the projected cost of the renovation.
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Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties

703.836.1297
BabsBeckwith@aol.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

®

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

3 Unique Old Town Houses with Parking!

Call Babs for information on these distinctive properties. With 25+ years of experience  
in the Old Town real estate market, let Babs put her expertise to work for you! 

703.836.1297

106 Prince Street  
on Captains Row

Offered at $1,365,000

15 Alexander Street  
in Fords Landing

Offered at $1,398,000

118 Montgomery Place in Rivergate
Offered at $1,069,000

Cont
ra

ct
 

Pen
ding
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numbers are just as surprising 
to the city staff as they are to us 
because of the assurances that 
we had received from the con-
sulting group that the amount 
of money that the city council 
had included in the CIP budget 
would be adequate,” she said.
 Renovations to the existing 
recreation pool and the new 
50-meter pool would bring 
the total cost of the project to 
$41.7 million. 
 Consultants said the increase 
in cost was due to contingencies 
required because of the uncer-
tainty of the site. The costs for 
storm water management, mov-

ing utilities and potential soil is-
sues are still unknown.
 Staff asked the architectural 
firm to rework plans to include 
a smaller 25-meter by 25-yard 
short-course pool instead. The 
estimated cost for the smaller 
pool was $20.5 million, more in 
line with the capital budget allot-
ment.
 But Wilcox said downsizing 
the pool was not a viable option.
 “[Our group] has never se-
riously considered a 25-meter 
pool as an option at Chinqua-
pin because it doesn’t meet our 
current demand, let alone our 
future needs,” she said. “That’s 
why [we] will continue to focus 
on ways that we can get to a 
50-meter pool.”

chinquaPin 
FROM | 10

~ Bluetick Hound Happy ~  
Herb is a big, spirited guy who is ready to  

play, fetch, run & run some more.  
He’s been hoping that his new human likes  

jogging, and needs a companion to go.
 

At 18 months, Herb will share his *joie de vivre*.... 
“Come on, let’s go!” says he.

 
FOR FURTHER INFO ON THE CARE OF THE  

BLUETICK HOUND, PLEASE VISIT US AT   
www.ALExADANDRIAANImALS.ORg  

AND RINg US AT 703-746-4774. 

THANK YOU

     Ready.
        Set. 
      go.

 
 
 

~ Salute the Scottish Walk ~
Our sweet Twinkie is ready for Alexandria’s parade 

and a new home for the holidays. 

Twinkie, a brown/peach tabby is 4 years old 
Her green eyes glow with affection for humans,

as she loves companionship.

Can you share the love this season? 
Twinkie is anxious to meet her new person!

FOR MORE INFO ABOUT ADOPTABLE CATS,  
PLEASE VISIT WWW.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg  

OR PhONE US AT 703-746-4774.

ThANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Salute the Scottish Walk ~
Our sweet Twinkie is ready for Alexandria’s parade 

and a new home for the holidays. 

Twinkie, a brown/peach tabby is 4 years old 
Her green eyes glow with affection for humans,

as she loves companionship.

Can you share the love this season? 
Twinkie is anxious to meet her new person!

FOR MORE INFO ABOUT ADOPTABLE CATS,  
PLEASE VISIT WWW.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg  

OR PhONE US AT 703-746-4774.

ThANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

 Wilcox said a 50-meter 
pool has the potential to gen-
erate more revenue and makes 
more sense from an economic 
standpoint. 
 The current facility is not 
a competition-sized pool. It is 
crowded and cannot accom-
modate three area high school 
swim teams, a year-round com-
petitive club, swim lessons, lap 
swimmers and therapy uses.
 Barry Marlin, CEO, CFO 
and team manager of the Po-
tomac Marlins swim team, 
thinks more water space would 
be great for teams as diverse 
as the Marlins, T.C. Williams, 
adult teams and city-run lessons, 
among other programs.
 “We are all currently com-
peting for the same space dur-
ing peak hours,” Marlin said. 
“[Our] ability to expand is cur-
rently limited only by the lane 
space available.  Marlins are 
currently near capacity in three 
lanes in the afternoons and 
our new morning program has 
maxed out immediately, as we 
must share limited space with a 

Masters program [for adults].
 “A 50-meter pool would 
be great for a lot of reasons. It 
would solve all of the space is-
sues for most of the aquatic pro-
grams during peak hours.”
 Frank Shafroth, Masters 
coach for L4 Swimming as well 
as a long-time Chinquapin coach 
and booster of the T.C. swim 
team at Chinquapin’s Rixse 
memorial pool, has been active 
in local competitive swimming 
since Dr. Robert Rixse was his 
family pediatrician. Shafroth 
has been swimming at the Hains 
Point 50-meter outdoor pool in 
D.C. since 1974 and feels there 
is a demand for a facility like the 
one proposed for Chinquapin.
 “It has been an honor and 
absolute delight to swim with 
swimmers like Katie Ledecky 
and other Olympic champions, 
as well as national champions, 
but also swimmers from Mary-
land, Virginia and the District, 
from young teens to early birds 
in their 90s,” Shafroth said. “Ev-
ery summer, Hains Point attracts 
hundreds of swimmers, demon-

strating the excitement, interest, 
and support many of us have for 
having a year-round 50-meter 
pool inside the Beltway.
 “It is certainly not a fancy 
pool, but it hosts a sparkling 
sampling of some of the finest 
swimmers in the world, surely 
demonstrating the regional ex-
citement should Alexandria 
commit to funding this pro-
posed initiative.”
 Wilcox, who is also the 
mother of two T.C. Williams 
competitive swimmers, would 
like to find a way to make the 
50-meter pool fit into the budget.
 “Our organization is in the 
process of vetting their new 
estimates with other swim-
ming organizations, and we will 
continue to push for a 50-meter 
pool and will look for ways to 
get there,” she said. “Rather 
than casting blame at this point, 
we will be actively looking for 
solutions.”
 City staff requested Hughes 
Group pause its analysis until 
they have reviewed the latest es-
timates with city council.

NEWLY RENOVATED APARTMENTS

NOW LEASING

OLD TOWN NEW DIGS
BRIDGEYARDLIVING.COM

There’s no question that this 
is a setback, and these new 

numbers are just as surprising to the 
city staff as they are to us because of 
the assurances that we had received.”
- melynda Wilcox, advocates for alexandria aquatics 
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10th Anniversary      Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper SEPTEMBER 2015

      We turn 10 this September!
Watch this space to see how you can help us celebrate all year!

See how your Alexandria Times newspaper has changed over the  
past ten years with our weekly Turning Back Time column.

Vol. 11, No. 10      Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper MARCH 05, 2015

Fiscal roadmap provides 
schools funding, raises  
for police
By Erich WagnEr and  

SuSan halE ThomaS
 
 Despite facing a $31 mil-
lion budget gap as recently 
as December, Acting City 
Manager Mark Jinks pro-
posed a balanced budget 
that not only keeps tax 
rates flat but also 
funds school en-
rollment increases 
and a pay raise for 
police officers.
 Jinks presented 
the $647.9 million 
proposal for fiscal 2016 to 
city councilors Tuesday, a 1.7 
percent increase from the 2015 
fiscal year appropriation.
 The budget includes 
$197.8 million for Alexan-
dria City Public Schools, 
a $6 million increase — 
3.1 percent — from 2015. 
Schools officials had re-
quested an additional $9.1 
million over the current fis-
cal year for a total city allo-
cation of $201 million.
 Jinks said the city is in-

creasing its investment to 
the district by designating 
55 percent of all new general 
fund revenue to the schools. 
 “School needs are com-
ing first,” Jinks said.
 But schools Superintendent 
Alvin Crawley stressed not 
fully funding the budget would 
be a direct hit to classrooms.
 “Funding less than the 

requested amount would 
impact our ability to 

have a highly ef-
fective teacher in 
every classroom, 
provide necessary 

specialized instruc-
tion and support the 

needs of diverse learners,” 
Crawley said in a statement.
 Over the past several 
months, city police have 
lobbied elected officials for 
pay increases, something 
they have not received in 
years. The budget calls for 
an additional $2.1 million to 
fund a 4.5 percent pay raise 
for all police officers. Entry-
level pay for officers also 
would increase by 9 percent. 

No new taxes in 
city budget proposal 

                            NBA trailblazer,  
Alexandria legend dead at 86

Earl Lloyd broke the basketball color barrier in 1950
By SuSan halE ThomaS
 

     Alexandria native Earl Lloyd, 
who broke professional bas-
ketball’s color barrier more 
than 60 years ago, died last 
Thursday in Crossville, Tenn., 
at the age of 86.
 Lloyd played basketball at 
Parker-Gray High School. After 
graduating in 1946, Lloyd at-
tended West Virginia State Col-
lege where he was a two-time 
All-American. In 1950, Lloyd 
was selected in the 9th round 
of the NBA draft by the Wash-
ington Capitols, making him the 
first black player in the league.
 Melvin Miller, long-time 
Alexandrian and a commis-
sioner with the Alexandria Re-
development and Housing Au-
thority, said he first met Earl 
Lloyd in 1949 as a student at 
St. Augustine’s University in 
Raleigh, N.C. Lloyd’s Yellow 

Jackets had come to town to 
play the Falcons. 
 “Word got around that 
Lloyd, the ‘Moon Fixer,’ was 
on campus,” Miller said. “And 
I was eager to meet him.”
 The Falcons took a pound-
ing that day.
 “They killed us,” Miller said.
 West Virginia State went 
on to win the then-Colored 
Intercollegiate Athletic As-
sociation championship that 
year. Miller didn’t forget 
his encounter with Lloyd.

SEE lloyd | 7
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Source: City of Alexandria

Fiscal 2016 proposal budget highlights
FY 2015 FY 2016 Change

Operating budget $636.8 million $647.9 million 1.7 percent

ACPS funding $191.8 million $197.8 million 3.1 percent

Full time staffing 2,547 positions 2,543 positions - 4 positions

PagE 13

COURTESY PHOTO

PHOTO/SUSan HalE THOmaS

T.C. Willliams senior 
basketball player  
Darius Holland proudly 
wears Earl Lloyd’s  
No. 5 jersey.

See Page 17
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‘Kid Victory’ is a haunting 
look at freedom and isolation

By Jordan WrighT

 Luke is frightened. He can’t 
relate to anyone anymore and 
can’t explain where he’s been. 
At 17 years old he vanished, 
and now, one year later, he has 
returned to his middle class 
home in small town Kansas.
 Was he taken or did he leave 
on his own? The police and the 
searchers never knew if they’d 
find him dead or alive. How will 
he explain his disappearance to 
a grieving community, a family 
whose deeply held religious con-
victions can’t help him and a girl-
friend whom he refuses to see?

 “Why did you stay? What 
went on?” Detective Marks 
(Bobby Smith) asks of him. A 
cursory examination of Stock-
holm syndrome would explain 
the conflict Luke endures.
 “Kid Victory” is a haunt-
ing musical written by the leg-
endary composer, John Kan-
der (“Chicago,” “Cabaret”) 
and playwright Greg Pierce 

(“Slowgirl”). Its themes are 
both compelling and disturb-
ing. They tell of a boy who’s 
made dangerous decisions he 
can’t come to terms with and 
a family who has too much in-
vested in the prayer circles of 
the Heavenly Day Church to 
see beyond their blind faith to 
real human connection.
 Jake Winn plays Luke, the 
eponymous “Kid Victory,” 
a name thrust upon him by 
Michael, a.k.a. “Yachticus.” 
Through an online gaming 
site, the older Michael be-
friends the wide-eyed Luke, 
inviting him to meet up for a 
day of sailing. Jeffry Denman 
crafts a credibly evil portrait 
of a psychopath whose pas-

time is dreaming up Viking 
adventures that provide the 
plot with unusual musical lev-
ity while conversely contrib-
uting the ominous line: “To 
the west of pain is paradise.”
 As Luke’s mother, Chris-
tiane Noll plays a domineering 
woman more concerned with 
china collections and church-
going than her son’s mental an-

guish. She is perfectly partnered 
with Christopher Bloch, Luke’s 
Father, a man so accustomed to 
being dominated by God and 
his wife that he is emotionally 
out of touch.
 Against his mother’s wish-
es, Luke takes a job working 
for Emily (Sarah Litzsinger), an 
offbeat garden shop owner rem-
iniscent of author Armistead 

Maupin’s quirky Haight-Ash-
bury characters. Emily is a free 
spirit and Luke takes to her un-
complicated life like a fish to 
water. In “People like Us,” she 
lets him know that it’s okay to 
be different. Litzsinger is mar-
velous as the take-no-prisoners 
hippy, who can travel to Kenya 
to help the poor but can’t care 
for her own daughter, Mara 
(Laura Darrell).
 Scenic designer Clint Ra-
mos creates the perfect trip-
tych, dividing the stage into a 
living room, a boy’s bedroom 
adorned with childishly drawn 
sailboats, and Emily’s gnome-
filled shop. A photographic 
backdrop of the beautiful Kan-
sas wheat fields frames the 
conflict between freedom and 
isolation. Ramos draws in the 
dark side with a revolving bed 

that takes us into the clashing 
worlds of innocent boyhood 
dreams and Michael’s diaboli-
cal mind games. 
 How, you might imagine, 
can 17 songs accompany this 
plot? Though the music and 
scenes transition through bal-
lads, blues and comedic slap-
stick, they appear to do so 
seamlessly — so seamlessly 
that some numbers segue one 
into another.  
 Liesl Tommy directs this 
riveting tale that will leave 
you indelibly moved.

Through March 22 at Signa-
ture Theatre (Shirlington Vil-
lage), 4200 Campbell Ave., 
Arlington, VA 22206. For 
tickets and information call 
703-820-9771 or visit www.
signature-theatre.org.

ScEnE around ToWn

A victorious performance

PHOTOS/maRGOT SCHUlman

Jeffry Denman’s portrayal of the psychopathic Michael haunts Luke 
(Jake Winn) and the entire production of “Kid Victory” at Signature The-
atre, emotionally torturing his younger counterpart (above). Christiane 
Noll takes a terrific turn as Luke’s mother, Eileen, a domineering wom-
an (left) who seems uncaring to her son’s mental anguish.
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Feb. 27, 28 Mar. 6, 7, 10, 13, 14 
• 8pm | Mar. 7 and 14 • 2pm
1819 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria

At the corner of Crestwood 
Drive and N. Quaker Lane
Purchase tickets online

portcityplayhouse.org

A quiet and haunting tale in which the
hint of a ghost story overlays a study of
all-too-human relationships. A mild,
seemingly rational man visits a psychi-
atrist for help, frightened by the ghost of
his deceased wife. He has left his house
and checked into a hotel to escape it. The
therapist tries to rid his patient of the fear
while dealing with his own personal issues.

written by Conor McPherson
directed by Becky Patton
produced by Jim Howard

SHINING 
CITY

Each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walkers 
through 36 months) have fun in Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom. 
Playtime features a craft table, book 
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: American Legion, 400 
Cameron St., check in at museum first.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

march 6

FAMILY PAINT NIGHT Teresa 
Brunson will guide you through painting 
your very own masterpiece. No experi-
ence needed.  Art supplies, pizza and 
soda provided.  Tickets are $15 per 
adult, children under 12 years old are 
free and must be accompanied by one 
adult.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605 
Cameron St.
Information: 706-746-5560 or 
durantcenter@alexandriava.gov.

SCOTTISH SOCIAL AND TASTING  
An evening of tastings of high quality 
Scottish whiskeys, fine foods and a 
special program including a discussion, 
tasting instructions and a Q&A led by 
a Scotch whisky convener and expert. 
Sponsored by the Alexandria Sister 
Cities Committee, admission costs $40 
per person.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. Wash-
ington St.
Information: roberthayjr@gmail.com

march 7

JAVA JOLT – PALEOERA 
ARTIFACTS AND ARTFORMS 
William “Jack” Hranicky, a former 
chair of the Alexandria Archaeological 
Commission, will present an illustrated 
lecture on recently discovered Virginia 
artifacts and art forms. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Seating is limited 

and reservations are recommended.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St., Suite #327
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE  
A parade down King Street to celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day, with other events 
including a dog show and a car show 
on North Pitt Street.
Time: 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: King Street from Union to 
Washington streets
Information: 703-475-9415 or www.
ballyshaners.org

SOLA ANNUAL BALL The Sym-
phony Orchestra League of Alexandria 
(SOLA) presents their annual symphony 
ball and silent auction. Admission costs 
$200 per person.
Time: Reception and auction 6 p.m., 
dinner 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Westin Alexandria, 400 
Courthouse Square
Information: 703-746-4994 or marg.
woods@cox.com

march 11

FIRST LADIES OF THE CIVIL 
WAR Though the use of PowerPoint, 
explore the lives of Mary Todd and 
Varina Howell with Kelly Hancock, 
examining them not only as first 
ladies but also as wives, mothers and 
widows.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

march 13

MAKE A SPLASH Bring the whole 
family to Family Fun Nights for swim-
ming and fun for all ages on Friday 
evenings. Pool games include beach 
ball relays, water basketball, diving for 
prizes and fun on the ‘Aqua Challenge’ 
floating obstacle course. Admission is 
$4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation 
Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/c/1028

march 14

HER STORY: WOMEN IN  
ACTION Celebrate women and learn 
about issues important to women and 
girls in your community with hands-on 
activities and the telling of Juliette 
Gordon Low’s story. Admission costs 
$6 per person, advance purchase 
recommended.
Time: 3 to 4:15 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
alexandriahistory.org

ALEXANDRIA’S HISTORIC 
BREWERIES TOUR Join “Alex-
andria’s Historic Breweries” author 
Garrett Peck and Portner Brewhouse 

co-founder Cat Portner on a guided 
walking tour around Old Town Alexan-
dria exploring the foundations of local 
brewing.
Time: 1 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Old Presbyterian Meeting 
House, 323 S. Fairfax St.
Information: www.portnerbrew-
house.com

march 15

NOWRUZ FESTIVAL This Persian 
festival features performances by 
singers & dancers, food and artwork 
sales and the opportunity to share in 
the culture.
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 202-369-1515 or 
shohreh@noruzfestival.org

PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON Hear President 
James Madison discusses events of 
1815 as they unfold in his time. Public 
questions and opinions related to the 
salon topics are welcome and encour-
aged. Reservations are recommended.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.
gadsbystavern.org

march 16

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The 
first of two sessions in which people 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Registra-
tion is free, but space is limited to 20 
per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

march 17

HOMESCHOOL DAY: HOW MU-
SEUMS CARE FOR OBJECTS 
Learn how museums store, care for 
and treat an object in order to preserve 
it for generations to come.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
historicalexandria.org

march 18

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH 
FIRST AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) 
The second of two sessions in which 
people can learn how to give initial 
help to someone showing signs of a 
mental illness or mental health crisis. 
Registration is free, but space is limited 
to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

march 21

JAVA JOLT — ALMOST A BOOM: 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF NEW 
Friends of Alexandria Archaeol-
ogy sponsors a Java Jolt lecture with 
author Jay Roberts, who will discuss 
the little known neighborhood of New 
Alexandria, which was proclaimed the 
“Coming Manufacturing Metropolis of 
the South” in 1893.
Time: 10 to 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St., Suite 327
Information: archaeology@alexan-
driava.gov

DOCENT-LED TOUR OF FRIEND-
SHIP FIREHOUSE MUSEUM 
Come for an in-depth guided tour of 
Friendship’s firehouse and learn about 
the company’s firefighting procedures 
and equipment, as well as the different 

roles the organization played in serving 
the community. Tickets available for 
purchase online.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

march 22

WINTER WARMER LADIES TEA 
Choose from a variety of 18th-century 
desserts while you sip John Gadsby’s 
special blend of tea or take a cup of 
American Heritage Chocolate. Historic 
guest Martha Washington will catch 
you up on the latest Alexandria news 
during the tea. Admission costs $35 
per person, tickets can be bought 
online.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org
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calEndar 

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

God of  Carnage         2/28 - 3/21

God of Carnage - Join us for the show that the 
New York Times called, “Satisfying primitive 
entertainment.” A playground altercation 
between two boys brings together two sets  
of parents for a meeting to resolve the 
matter. At first all is well, but as the evening 
progresses, the rum flows, the gloves come 
off the night becomes a 
side-splitting free-for-all 
with parents behaving 

badly! Just how easy is it for the veneer covering 
our animal brutality to be stripped away? Come 
see this 2009 Tony Award winner and find out! 
Warning - show contains adult language.

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

Coming soon
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SPorTS

Bishop Ireton defeated in VISAA semifinals
Despite loss to Paul VI, 
Cardinals hold heads high 
after strong season

By chriS TEalE

 
 CHARLOTTESVILLE — 
 At the final buzzer, there 
were no tears on the sideline. 
Instead, the most successful 
Bishop Ireton girls basketball 
team in school history was 
united in joy at having reached 
the Virginia Independent 

Schools Athletic Association 
semifinals even after defeat to 
Paul VI.
 It was quite a playoff run 
for the Cardinals, who had the 
No. 4 seed and a first round 
bye. In the quarterfinals they 
beat No. 5 Liberty Christian 
Academy 47-42 but then 
lost 65-48 to the top-seeded  
Panthers.
 Ireton head coach Jason 
Harris tried something differ-
ent for the journey to Charlot-

PHOTO/CHRiS TEalE 
Cardinals players disperse from the key during their 47-42 VISAA quarterfinal win at home to Liberty 
Christian Academy. Ireton went on to lose in the semifinals to Paul VI.

tesville, making his players 
hand in their cell phones for 
the day so they could concen-
trate on the task at hand and 
enjoy each other’s company. 
Even in defeat, they took heart 
from their efforts.
 “There’s absolutely no dis-
appointment,” Harris said after 
the semifinal. “We’re so ex-
cited about what’s taken place 
this season. We’ve never hung 
our heads down after a loss. 
 “For a group like that to 
win only a couple of games 
last year and then come back 
and make the state semifinals, 
there’s never anything to be sad 
about or upset about because 
they gave everything that they 
had until the very last seconds. 
I’m so proud of them.”
 The quarterfinal at home 
to Liberty Christian was in-
dicative of how things have 
changed since the Cardinals 
went 7-25 last season. Having 
led by as many as 14 points, 
the hosts saw the Bulldogs of-

fense pull the deficit back to 
just one with 1:45 left in the 
game.
 But the Cardinals kept their 
cool and passed the ball around 
for around a minute to run the 
clock down. For Harris, that 
passage of play showed that 
their hard work in practice had 
paid off.
 “I’m very impressed; this 
was one of the first opportu-
nities that we had to have this 
close of a game at the end,” 
he said after the win. “We had 
some that were within 10, then 
the other team came back or 
we were coming back, so this 
was the first time this was 
within two or three points with 
30 seconds left.
 “We talk about late-game 
situations, and that may never 
happen, but [Wednesday] was 
one of those things as a coach 
that you can say, ‘This was 
why we work on those situ-
ations,’ when guys ask what 
they do with four seconds left 

on the clock and we’re win-
ning. It was very gratifying.”
 The defeat to Paul VI brings 
down the curtain on a success-
ful season for the Cardinals, 
who also made the Washing-
ton Catholic Athletic Confer-
ence playoffs and saw seniors 
Alex Stipano and CeCe Leone 
named to the WCAC all-con-
ference first and third teams, 
respectively. From the play-
ers’ perspectives, Harris has 
changed so much in just his 
first year.
  “Coach Harris has brought 
a whole new culture and look 
to this team,” said junior Paige 
Russell after the semifinal. 
“He’s been able to take a team 
who was just not as good and 
has formed us into a great team. 
He’s also been very helpful off 
the court; he’s helped our team 
get a little closer and he has 
that little attitude, he wants to 
be our friend.”

SEE cardinalS | 17

$95 Routine
Tooth 
Extraction

$450
• Same Day Service*  • On-Site Lab   • Financing Available

SAVE

$25
PER DENTURE ON

CUSTOM
Complete or

Partial Denture

Dental Implants
(Per Implant And Connector)

$525
Full Set Dentures

Economy

*Same Day Service on Economy Dentures, in most cases, call for details.  Additional fees may be 
incurred depending on individual cases. Fees effective through 11/20/15. We gladly accept Cash, 

Checks with ID, Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express as payment for our services.

SAVE
$50

PER DENTURE ON

P R E M I U M
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE
$75

PER DENTURE ON

U LT R A
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE
$25

PER DENTURE ON

CU STOM
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE $100 ON
AFFORDABLE

IMPLANTS

Offer good only at Mesfin Zelleke, DDS, P.C. Coupon must be 
presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with 
any other coupons, discounts, package price, insurance benefit or 
prior order. $100 Implant coupon will be applied to cost of one 
Implant only. Offer expires 04/30/15 and may change without notice. 

0 2 1 6 7 - 5

 1-800-DENTURE
 www.AffordableDentures.com

SEE
GREAT

SAVINGS
BELOW

Mesfin Zelleke, DDS, P.C.
Mesfin W. Zelleke, DDS, FICOI, FAAIP • Sachi Patel, DDS

 General Dentists
Prince William Square Shopping Center

14228 Smoketown Road, Woodbridge, VA
Call For Appointment (703) 491- 0570

Se habla español
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“He has a lot of tough love, 
but he is always going to have 
our back no matter what, no 
matter the situation,” Stipano 
added. “He’ll fight for us no 
matter what. I really like him 
as a coach, and he’s like a fa-
ther figure to me; I could go 
to him with anything, whether 
it’s basketball or even outside 
of basketball.”
 The team’s achievements 
go beyond the win-loss col-
umn and any success on the 
court. They can also reflect 
with pride on their bonding off 
the court in the course of their 
historic season.
 “I’m proudest of how well 
we stuck together, how we de-
veloped relationships that are 
going to last well beyond this 
season,” Harris said. “The bas-
ketball season lasts year to year, 
but we’ve developed some 
bonds that will last forever. 
There were a lot of first accom-
plishments that we had, it gives 

us a great foundation to build on 
moving into the future.”
 “Honestly, I never expect-
ed it to be like this,” Stipano 
said. “Last year, all I hoped 
was that senior year wasn’t 
going to be the same as it had 
been. When we got the new 
coach, we knew there was a 
chance that it could be differ-
ent, and it was. This season 
was probably the best — the 
teammates and the playing 
and the coaching staff — that 
I’ve ever had throughout my 
whole career in basketball, not 
just high school.”
 The key now will be to 
build on this success in future 
years, and players who will 
return next season are hopeful 
they can continue.
 “This [season] has been 
pretty great, but next year we’re 
going to work really hard in the 
offseason, hopefully bring in 
some new talent to make our 
team stronger overall,” Russell 
said. “I think next year we’re 
going to be able to compete 
again and we’re just going to 
keep on improving every year.”

ACDS Students and Parents thank the 
ACDS Faculty and Staff for their

Amazing

Commitment

Dedication

Support

We appreciate all you do!

2400 Russell Road  Alexandria, VA 22301  www.acdsnet.org

Our Savior Lutheran School
   Pre-K (age 4 by September 30th) through 8th grade

   

Thursday, April 23rd, 9 - 11 am and 6 - 8 pm
 • Extended day program available

• Small class sizes, diverse student body
• Fully accredited and licensed

• Christian education, fully accredited and licensed 

825 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204 • (703) 892-4846 • www.osva.org

Alexandria Renew Enterprises cleans the dirty water that’s pumped to our major 
intercepting sewer lines from the smaller sewer lines owned and maintained by the City. 

Beginning in February and ending in July, we will perform preventive maintenance on the 
Potomac Interceptor by cleaning the pipes to ensure dirty water flows freely.  

Want to learn more? Visit us at www.alexrenew.com or call 703-549-3383.

AlexRenew customers...

It’s time
to clean the pipes.

cardinalS 
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We turn 10 this September!
Watch this space to see how you  
can help us celebrate all year!

This week in 2006:
Hoffman plans OK’d for Valley - “What do 
you call 6.6 million square feet of space? Answer: 

Hoffman. After years of planning and a trip to court, the Hoffman proper-
ties in the Eisenhower Valley have been approved for redevelopment.”

FAA leaves city officials fuming: Mirant Plant may increase size of its 
smokestacks - “A ruling by the Federal Aviation Administration blind-
sided city officials this week when it ruled Mirant Potomac Power Plant 
could increase its smokestacks by an additional 50 feet.”

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this weekend - “Although St. Patrick's Day 
doesn't arrive officially until Friday, March 17, Alexandria will kick off the 
fun this Saturday, March 4, with the 25th annual St. Patrick's Day parade 
through the streets of Old Town.”

Saints capture Sleep Thompson title - “The St. Stephens and St. Agnes 
Saints won the 50th edition of the Sleepy Thompson Tournament in both 
dramatic and convincing fashion.”

Turning Back Time 
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 The more pet friendly the 
world becomes, the more I 
wonder what previously un-
imaginable pet-centric craze 
is just over the horizon.
 Many of us enthusiastic 
pet parents already prepare 
their food and treats from 
scratch. If not, we’re purchas-
ing organic, grain-free, raw 
and holistic foods 
that look and 
smell better than 
our meals. We 
walk cats on har-
nesses, use tech-
nology to monitor 
our pets’ activity 
levels and arrange 
endless sources of 
at-home entertain-
ment to keep them from get-
ting bored.
 I love that we are becom-
ing increasingly responsible 
for our pets’ overall wellness. 
But I worry about the new 
fitness trends that bring pets 
together in common group 
exercise activities. Classes 
such as doggie boot camp and 
yoga promise exercise and 
training, but I can’t help but 
question their efficacy and 
safety.
 As a professional dog 
walker and fitness instruc-
tor, my main concern with 
such programs is the inherent 
distractions of canine group 
activities. Practically speak-
ing, I can’t imagine that this 
kind of multitasking is ideal. 
Rather, I’d venture to say that 

it’s more stressful than ben-
eficial.
 Think about it — a typical 
boot camp class is difficult. 
It takes stamina, determina-
tion and commitment to put 
our bodies to the test, which 
is what many of these classes 
are designed to do. 
 Additionally, we use yoga 

to center our 
minds, focus on 
our poses and 
our breathing. 
While adding 
distractions like 
slobbery kisses 
and happily wag-
ging tails to these 
challenging mo-
dalities sounds 

sweet, we’re bound to have a 
mediocre workout as a result.
 Equally concerning, many 
of these doggie boot camp 
and yoga classes are held in 
outdoor venues such as parks 
and beaches. As a rule, a pet 
in an unfamiliar and unsecure 
environment can be hazard-
ous to himself. A curious dog 
might run off while a nervous 
dog could get lost. And the 
risk of a fight breaking out is 
present whenever unacquaint-
ed dogs get together. Having 
to focus on our pet’s form, 
whereabouts and involve-
ment while physically exert-
ing oneself is, in my opinion, 
more trouble than it’s worth. 
We even run the risk of injury 
if our pets don’t catch on or 
are over stimulated by fellow 

canine participants.
 Despite the growing 
popularity of such trends, I 
usually suggest pet parents 
interested in exercising with 
their furry friends take them 
for daily walks. Long dog 
walks are a great way to con-
nect with their natural pack 
order. And they are a safe 
way for your pet to get his 
or her exercise without risk-
ing injury. With consistency 
and persistence, pet parents 
and their pets can eventually 
go jogging, hiking and even 
biking together.
 Building up is important 
because our pets are resilient 
and will work up a sweat, so to 
speak, regardless of whether 
they are in pain. Many rookie 
pet parents fail to recognize 
their pets’ overexertion un-
til it’s too late. Starting with 
gentle walks and working up 
to a more brisk, high-intensi-
ty workout is the responsible 
way to exercise with your 
pets. 
 If you’re still stuck on boot 
camp or yoga, however, grab 
a friend and head to the many 
wonderful human-specific 
facilities in our area. Your 
dogs will be happy to walk 
with you before or after class. 
And you’ll get to enjoy your 
pet’s positive energy without 
the shame of being the only 
one at boot camp whose dog 
doesn’t come when called.

The writer is the owner  
of The Wag Pack.

Joint human-pet fitness classes 
just seem like trouble

PET maTTErS

By Isabel Alvarez

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Kingstowne
Cat Clinic

5830 Kingstowne Center Dr.
Suite 120, Alexandria, VA 22315

(703) 922-8228 (9-CAT-CAT)
Fax: (703) 922-4064

www.kingstownecatclinic.com

Mama is such a great girl 
who would love to live the 
single life with you! This 
dear kitty has enough love 
to share and fill your life 
with joy. Come meet her 
on Saturday or Sunday from 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact 
King Street Cats. 

Who’s Your Mama? 

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Alexandrians      
     love their Pets. 
     Advertise your 
business or service 
for pets in the  
Alexandria Times. 

Call 703-739-0001     
today!
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Watches 
20% off*up 

to

Fine Jewelry 
20% to 50% off

Specially  
Selected Items
Up to 60% Off!

60th Anniversary Sale

Then & Now
Family owned and operated  

for 60 years.

Brad joins  
King’s Jewelry

1962

Forever Young  
& still working

2015

609 King Street  Old Town Alexandria 

703-549-0011  •  KingsJewelry.NET
Open Mon-Sat 10a-6p  Closed Sundays

      Sale ends March 31, 2015   *Discount does not apply to Rolex watches

WONDERS OF SCIENCE Visit 
the Apothecary and discover curi-
ous objects, from poison bottles to 
dragon’s blood, and find out how 
they were used and if they worked. 
During these hour-long tours, Project 
Enlightenment, McLean High School’s 
historical-reenactment society, will 
conduct 18th century scientific 
demonstrations which are certain 
to expand visitors’ knowledge about 
science in the 1700s.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

march 24

MUSIC AT MOUNT VERNON 
CONCERT SERIES Three con-
certs of chamber music, performed by 
members of the National Symphony 
Orchestra. Each performance is pref-
aced by a brief piece of Mount Vernon 
history, while afterwards guests enjoy 
champagne and gourmet chocolates 
with the musicians.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information:703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountver-
non.org

march 28

ANNUAL RUM PUNCH CHAL-
LENGE Enjoy different rum punch 
creations from local distilleries, 

restaurants and caterers and vote for 
your favorite. There is also period and 
modern food as well as a silent auc-
tion. Admission costs $50 per person.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. 
Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.
gadsbystavern.org

april 2-16

TREATY OF GHENT BALL 
DANCE CLASS In preparation for 
the Treaty of Ghent Ball on April 18, 
learn 18th-century English country 
dancing from expert dance instructors.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.
gadsbystavern.org

april 3-5

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
Children and families will hunt Easter 
eggs, have photos taken with the 
Easter Bunny, enjoy snacks, and make 
fun crafts to take home at Lee-Fendall 
House’s 16th annual Easter egg hunt. 
Tickets are $12 for ages 0-10, and 
$5 for all older children and adults. 
Reservations are encouraged.
Time: Friday 1 p.m., 3 p.m.; Saturday 
10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.; 
Sunday 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House Mu-
seum & Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789, 
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org 

STRAIGHT UP
TiME FOr happy hOUr

www.bistrotroyal.com

bistrot Royal

 If you’re looking for your new favorite happy hour spot 
then be sure to visit Bistrot Royal. The new Parisian bistro, 
located in the former Bastille location and run by the same 
owners, is the perfect spot to relax over a cocktail at the end 
of a long day. They feature an extensive specialty drinks 
list along with delicious beer and wine choices. Can’t make 
it in time for happy hour? They feature a 15 percent food 
discount at the bar afterwards.

Bistrot Royal  

calEndar 
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Wine & Beer Specials
   Signature Cocktails

Happy Hour
Mon._ Fri.

5 _ 7 pm

to Advertise your   
RestauRant oR BaR’s

happy hOUr  
 

contact the Alexandria times  
703-739-0001 

or sales@alextimes.com.

Happy Hour

Tuesday_Friday
5:30 - 7pm

1201 N. royal St., 
alexandria, Va 22314

703.519.9110

Straight Talk
Location: 1201 N. Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Happy Hour: Tuesday to Friday, 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Regular Hours: Tuesday through Saturday: Lunch 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Dinner 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Sunday 
brunch: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Sunday dinner 4:30 
to 8:30 p.m.
What: Great drink specials. Be sure to check out the 
new wine menu.

Euille and former Mayor Ker-
ry Donley also mounting cam-
paigns.
 On the Republican side, 
the local party plans to hold a 
party canvass to identify may-
oral and council candidates. 
While some are considering 
a run for mayor, according to 
party chairman Chris Marsten, 
they are not ready to make any 
formal announcements.
 Terri Simpson was vocal 
about the need for a change at 
City Hall. 
 “The thing that got me 
was the [Old Dominion] Boat 
Club and eminent domain,” 
she said. “Bill Euille is tired. 
When he did his first couple of 
campaigns he was right there 
talking to people. Now in his 
fourth term, he’s tired out.”
 And when it came to 
former Mayor Kerry Don-
ley making another run for 
the office, Mickey Simpson 
didn’t think he was a suitable 
candidate. 
 “Donley has been good for 
the city, but he’s way too pro-
development for me,” he said.
 The race is on. The Demo-
cratic primary is June 9.



20 | MARCH 5, 2015 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

At a Glance:
Price: $1,295,000

Features:  4br/3.5ba, 
  lot size 5,400+ sqft, 
  living area 3,000+ sqft
Parking: Garage and  3-car driveway

at home

By ElainE markouTSaS 

 Cover-up isn’t the issue. 
For most, windows are wel-
come — the more, the merrier. 
They usher in natural light, and 
sunshine is a surefire pick-me-
up. There is that privacy thing 
— you don’t want to feel like 
you’re living in a fishbowl. But 
equally important, is the matter 
of decor’s finishing touch, the 
punctuation and warmth (both 
visual and physical) that fabric 
adds, in the form of well-chosen 
window treatments.
 “Draperies are an important 
design element,” says Marta 
Enriquez, director of interior de-

sign for Ethan Allen. “They can 
be used to filter light and pro-
tect furniture, to darken a room, 
and to keep it cooler or warmer. 
They can open up a space or 
make it appear cozier — de-
pending on how they are hung 
— and can be used to add color 
and texture. They are great for 
drawing the eye to a beautiful 
view or architectural (element) 
you want to showcase.” 
 Although some types of 
draperies (here’s looking at 
you, swag) seem fussy or dated, 
working with an interior style 
and architecture for an appro-
priate complement will net ma-
jor design dividends. 

 But buying window treat-
ments is not as easy as snap-
ping up a chair. Or is it? 
 That depends on whether 
or not your windows them-
selves are standard issue, 
meaning their measurements. 
If the dimensions are not un-
usually wide or tall, you’re in 
luck. Most retailers today carry 
ready-made (or off-the-rack, in 
fashion parlance) draperies. The 
price ranges from just a little bit 
more than nice shower curtains 
(around $40) to several hundred 
dollars and up, depending on 
fabric (quality and how much 
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PHOTO/ETHan allEn 
Grommets emerge as a design element rather than a facilitator in 
this natural duck window treatment from Ethan Allen. An animal print 
adds kick to the monochromatic scheme, underscored with warm 
woods in similar tones.

homE oF ThE WEEk

 This two-story Victorian 
farmhouse built circa 1900 is 
located on a block that is part 
of the Uptown/Parker-Gray 
National Register of Historic 
Districts, and is unique to this 
district as it is a freestanding 
farmhouse rather than an ur-
ban townhouse. The home 
sits on four consolidated lots, 
and gives you a large 5,440- 
square-foot lot that is fully 
landscaped with flagstone 
walkways and a patio. 
 Taken down to the bare 

bones, this home has been 
fully restored with a large 
addition. It is now fully in-
sulated, with new windows, 
electrics, plumbing, roofs and 
new high efficiency systems, 
with these just the beginning 
of all the updates this house 
has to offer. 
 A light-filled, open yet for-
mal floor plan with 10-foot 
ceilings is absolutely perfect 
for entertaining. There are 
3,000 square feet of living 
space in the living, dining and 

family rooms with fireplace, 
which open onto a large gour-
met kitchen with a large break-
fast room. 
 The upper level boasts 
nine-foot ceilings, four large 
bedrooms and three bathrooms 
with a master suite, princess 
suite and laundry room. The 
oversized garage, attic and 
cellar also offer tons of stor-
age. Enjoy this unique and 
lovely home on a private little 
street that is Old Town’s best 
kept secret.

One of Old Town’s best kept secrets

Window treatment 
options show versatility

Location: 433 N. Peyton St., 
  Alexandria, VA 22314  

Contact:  Martine Irmer, Long & Foster,  
  703-346-7283, martine@lnf.com, or 

  Alexander Irmer, Long & Foster, 
  703-403-2465, ai@lnf.com
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of it), whether or not there’s a 
lining, complexity of style (rod 
pocket, where fabric is folded 
over and stitched to allow slid-
ing into the rod, is the simplest 
construction), and trims. 
 That’s not all. There’s quite 
the range in fabric and pattern 
styles — from elegant silks and 
velvets to nubby linens and 
smooth cottons, from opaque to 
sheer, from stripes (skinny or fat) 
and geometrics to ikats and zig-
zags, from florals to paisleys. The 
designs can be screen or digitally 
printed, even embroidered. 
 Another bonus: dressmaker 
details. Contrast borders, ribbon 
ties, pompon edging, ruching (a 
kind of puckering), bands at the 
top, bands at the bottom, even 
nailheads or grommets used to 
define. The punctuation also is 
setting off top treatments like 
fixed boxy headers or loose va-
lances. 
 “Cool white linen panels,” 
for example, “can offer simple, 
sophisticated style on their 
own,” says Enriquez. “But when 
you add a Greek key tape trim, 
the same panels take on a more 
classic, elegant look.”
 As in most other segments of 

home decor, fashion also is influ-
encing drapery design — from 
materials to accoutrements.
 “Just as rich color and tex-
tures have been all over the run-
ways this year,” says Enriquez, 
“we’re seeing those same trends 
in home decor. Luxurious fab-
rics, brilliant new embellish-
ments and hardware options. 
Many designers also favor ultra-
feminine looks and colors, so 
light, airy sheers are in vogue 
again.”
 But what to call them: drap-
eries, drapes or curtains? Years 
ago, there was a kind of snobby 
distinction. Drapery was re-
served for more formality, while 
curtains fell into the more casual 
beat (like cafe style, hung on the 
bottom half of a double-hung 
window, which often shows up 
in breakfast rooms. Designers 
often grimaced if the word “cur-
tain” was uttered, though even 
cafe curtains are better looking 
today (check out Ballard De-
signs’ checks with pretty French 
pleats and solid grosgrain ribbon 
trims, particularly fetching in 
black and white).
 Curiously, retailers are refer-
ring mostly to curtain categories, 
although Pottery Barn hedges its 
bets by dropping all three names. 
Further, PB features two videos 

on its website that address “how 
to hang a drapes,” and “how to 
hang curtains,” but honestly, no 
revelations about what’s the dif-
ference. Other sites offer tips 
that include how to measure, 
create fuller effects and puddle, 
with six to eight inches at the 
bottom for added oomph.
 What all have in common, of 
course, is panels. When you’re 
purchasing, that’s what you 
need to know — the width and 
length of a panel. Most panels 
are 50 inches wide; when dou-
bling up (to open in the middle) 
that covers a good-sized space 
— a little more than eight feet 
across. If that doesn’t do it, you 
can purchase additional panels 
(and have them sewn together, 
if you like). More choices of 
lengths are available today, 
generally from 48 up to 120 
inches. That full 10 feet happily 
handles windows in spaces with 
tall ceilings.
 With sheers trending, some 
gauzy looks are especially suited 
to those loft settings, because 
they’re light and airy — even 
in bold hues like fashion-for-
ward yellow. Crate and Barrel’s 
French/Belgian linen is trans-
parent enough to allow filtered 
light, and is attractively flow-y, 
to soften a modern layout.

 Another semi-sheer, tie-dyed 
print on polyester, is even bolder 
because of pattern, but with an 
eclectic enough spirit that’s a 
wonderful counterpoint in dark 
gray on white to shades of blue 
in a contemporary room, like one 
designed by Crate and Barrel.
 Of course, a sheer linen in 
natural goes with pretty much 
everything. It’s especially fetch-
ing in the presence of weathered 
or light woods, baskets and oth-
er natural materials, as seen at 
Pottery Barn.
 Patterns can lead or follow 
design themes. Flora or fauna, 
especially in more modern, 
open styles, can lend a tropical 
or outdoorsy vibe. Geometrics 
often are a favorite go-to with 
mid-century styles. Velvet has 
become a more popular option 
— and in brighter colors (a sur-
prisingly modern choice), one 
that can add a bit of visual heft 
and suede-y texture in a simple 
design. And silk, especially lush 
taffetas, lends a ballroom-gown 
elegance to rooms calling out for 
more dressed-up decor.
 Drapery accessories also 
have ramped up, with more at-
tention now showered on finish-
es and shapes of rods (with some 
squarish alternatives), and stylish 
finials in metal, ceramic, resin. 

Mercury glass, so popular in fur-
nishings accessories, has found a 
home in sparkly golden finials, 
for example, at Anthropologie. 
Tiebacks also are far more fetch-
ing than “self-ties,” made out of 
the same fabric as the curtains, 
some even crafted in leather.
 Going the custom route, of 
course, appeals to those who 
want to orchestrate a more per-
sonalized expression, choos-
ing more exclusive fabrics and 
details, through decorators or 
programs such as Drapery Ex-
pressions at Ethan Allen (not 
available online), which offers 
choices of thousands of fabrics, 
trims and hardware options plus 
designers to help navigate the 
process.
 At the high end, custom is as 
fabrics go; some ornate or sump-
tuous imported materials may 
command price tags of $1,000 
per yard, times the amount of 
yardage (say 30 for full treatment 
on a few windows), PLUS labor 
— and you’ll quickly see how in-
timidating those numbers can be. 
 Online shopping is attractive 
because it’s easy — and offers 
almost instant gratification.
 Says Enriquez: “That enables 
(consumers) to get the look and 
feel of custom with the ease and 
affordability of ready-made.”

PHOTO/anTHROPOlOGiE
A hint of southwest or ethnic style 
is reflected in a new home furnish-
ings collection from Brit designer 
Kit Kemp, an exclusive for An-
thropologie. The curtain features 
woven stripes -- whose subtle pat-
terns add to the charm -- as well 
as crochet work, folksy, but with 
a modern sensibility described by 
the artist as “colorful and care-
free with a fresh feeling of now.” 
Teamed here with one of her 
chairs, which has a folk-art quality. 
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PHOTO/CB2    
These 120-inch-long sheers create a bold statement in a large 
room with tall ceilings. The 100 percent pure, machine washable 
French/Belgian linen weaves a fine light-filtering drape in gauzy yel-
low, which flows long to floor or hems easy from overlock stitching 
at the edge. Panels are 48 inches wide, available in 84- or 120-inch 
lengths, on sale for $39.99 and $49.99 at CB2.
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To the editor:
 The Alexandria City Council 
(minus the esteemed vice mayor) 
recently approved a spot-zoning 
request on upper King Street to 
construct a memory care facil-
ity. This decision was the latest 
example of city council having 
little to no regard for residents 
of an affected neighborhood. A 
number of city councilors pro-
fusely lamented their respective 
family relatives having suffered 
from dementia, which in effect 
was a red herring — not the real 
issue to be voted upon. Pure and 
simple, it was a zoning issue.
 Despite the fact that this 
bunch continues to ignore the 
will of the people, they will 
say that they are champions for 
neighborhood rights in their re-
spective campaigns for reelec-
tion. This is almost laughable, 

since the good citizens in the 
West End, Cameron Station, Po-
tomac Greens, Old Town, Rose-
mont, Northeast, Seminary and 
other neighborhoods all have 
been told the same thing, but 
the record speaks for itself. The 
citizens in those neighborhoods 
have been trampled to death 
by developers, or subjected to 
strong-arming by others.
 This “build it and they will 
come” approach started under the 
leadership of Kerry Donley and 
David Speck in 1996, and it has 
not slowed down one iota. This 
model must change, because it 
has put us a half billion dollars in 
debt, and has mortgaged our fu-
ture. To what end, and for whom?
 So, if any of the six city 
councilors have the temerity to 
say during their respective cam-
paigns that they are first and 

foremost behind you and your 
neighborhood association be-
cause they are “neighborhood 
guys” and dedicated to protect-
ing your turf, reply by telling 
them to go and find a new line of 
work, and help them to do it by 
voting them out of office. 
 Better still, perhaps it is time 
for the city council’s at-large 
form of representation to end, to 
be replaced by a ward system. To 
date, at-large has only meant, “I 
am accountable to no one.” What 
we have in Alexandria is taxation 
without representation, which 
needs to stop. Even if all of the 
“terrible six” — minus Allison 
Silberberg — are reelected, un-
der a ward system, they at least 
would be accountable to some of 
the people.

- Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson Alexandrians received a gift Tuesday evening from 
Acting City Manager Mark Jinks: a proposed budget for 
fiscal 2016 without a tax hike. 
 Not only does the proposed budget not raise the tax 
rate, but it also closes the $31 million budget gap that was 
projected in December and gives city police officers an 
overdue raise of 4.5 percent. Jinks and staff have pulled 
off an impressive trifecta.
 As with any budget proposal, not everyone is happy.  
Alexandria City Public Schools Superintendent Alvin Craw-
ley appears to be the most immediately nonplussed, although 
others are sure to speak up in the coming weeks.
 The $647.9 million citywide funding proposal is an in-
crease of 1.7 percent from fiscal 2015. Funding for city 
schools would increase by $6 million over last year, or 3.1 
percent. It is a jump that Crawley, who had requested a 
$9.1 million increase, lamented as insufficient. 
 Also missing from the budget proposal is fire equipment 
for the new Station 210 on the West End, which would con-
tinue for at least another year as a medic-only station.
 But we believe the proposal’s shortcomings are far out-
weighed by its benefits. The police raise includes a hike of 9 
percent for new hires, making Alexandria more competitive 
with neighboring jurisdictions for the best officers.
 Jinks and his staff created the spending plan by hik-
ing some fees and by scouring existing departments and 
spending proposals for cost savings. They were aided by 
a 3 percent increase in property assessments this year, 
meaning that while tax rates won’t grow in the 2016 bud-
get, most Alexandrians’ tax bills will nonetheless rise.
 It also will cost more to get an ambulance ride to the 
hospital and to participate in many activities sponsored by 
the department of recreation, parks and cultural activities.
 Cost savings were generated by finding a less expen-
sive way to revamp the unwieldy intersection at King 
Street, Quaker Lane and Braddock Road and by finding 
more efficient trash collection routes. In addition, staff 
found more cost-efficient ways to juggle maintenance 
workloads — like potholes and sewage and storm water 
basins — between city employees and outside contractors
 The budget also eliminates four city employee posi-
tions and shifts some department structures and personnel.
 The new budget is an about-face from last fall, when 
city council issued a marker that could have paved the way 
for a potential tax increase. This seemed like an odd move, 
given that 2015 is an election year.
 During the 2012 election cycle, council managed to 
avoid raising taxes, but the following year they increased 
the rate by an unusually large 4 cents.
 The best public policy often emerges when political in-
terests and necessity converge. Whatever the motivation, 
the fiscal 2016 budget put forth by Alexandria’s acting 
city manager accomplishes a lot at a reasonable cost. City 
councilors should pass it.

Proposed budget is  
a welcome surprise

your Views

City councilors prioritize commercial 
development over all else
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Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 As a member of the Alexandria 
community, I see firsthand every 
day how Alexandria City Public 
Schools is pulling together to de-
velop plans to steer the school di-
vision into the future. 
 ACPS is cultivating a pride in 
our school system that will last for 
generations. Citizens are helping to 
build the division’s strategic plan, 
supporting the introduc-
tion of world languages 
in elementary schools and 
even helping to design 
the new Patrick Henry 
Elementary building. Su-
perintendent Alvin Craw-
ley’s goal of becoming a 
high-performing school 
division will happen, if 
we fully focus and continue to take 
pride in the work we are doing. 
 This year, work on the budget 
has been especially hard. Budgets 
are tight across the region and the 
City of Alexandria is no exception. 
The superintendent and his staff 
have worked hard to meet city pro-
jections, while continuing to ad-
dress the academic and operational 
needs of our growing student popu-
lation.
 Next year, 521 new students are 
projected to join our school sys-
tem. At the same time, Crawley is 
taking steps to advance science, 
music, art, literacy, writing and 
math by rearranging resources. He 
has set aside funds to plan a world 
language program for each school, 
along with plans to strengthen sup-

port for the secondary world lan-
guage offerings at our secondary 
schools. His staff is preparing to 
increase summer learning opportu-
nities in literacy and mathematics.
 The overall budget has increased 
by 2.8 percent, which, in compari-
son to the 3.7 percent growth in pro-
jected enrollment next year, is ex-
tremely sensible and realistic. The 

superintendent is asking 
the City for $13,633 per 
student this year, which 
is less than $100 more per 
student compared to last 
year.
   The growth ACPS is 
seeing in projected enroll-
ment means our city will 
have to invest more to 

meet future needs. The school divi-
sion needs to continue to attract and 
retain the high-quality teachers to 
succeed. The district also needs to 
build classrooms to house the grow-
ing student population.
 Come September, I will see 
teachers and staff greeting families 
and students every morning — no 
questions asked. No matter how 
many students come to the school 
doors, ACPS will welcome them.
 And then those staff members 
will go one step further. They will 
make a difference in children’s 
lives. Let us meet that calling and 
support fully funding the schools 
this year. 

The writer is the chairwoman of 
the Alexandria School Board.

City schools building 
infrastructure,  

culture for the future

Karen Graf

 Weekly it seems we are reminded 
that freedom of speech is under at-
tack, both at home and abroad, in 
ways big and small. The whole world 
took notice and many people voiced 
solidarity with the right to unfettered 
expression following the attacks on 
French satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo. “Je suis Charlie” was our 
motto — for a week or so.
 The shock over the Paris attacks 
gave way to our shock over attacks 
in Copenhagen. This past 
week, killings in Moscow 
and Bangladesh, which sim-
ilarly targeted free expres-
sion, shocked us anew.
 In the U.S., our right to 
free expression covers both 
speech and association. The 
former gets more attention, 
but the latter is just as im-
portant and may be more 
under threat.
 Freedom of association 
means the government, when one party 
holds the executive branch, can’t pick 
on people of another party. It means 
that a government agency, like the IRS, 
shouldn’t be able to single out organiza-
tions of a particular political stripe for 
harassment.
 Freedom of association also means 
we can’t be discriminated against be-
cause of the groups to which we be-
long. But in a video that went viral 
last week, we see that precisely this 
happened last month at UCLA.
 In the video, (www.standwithus.
com/news/article.asp?id=3797) mem-
bers of the student council objected to 
a qualified judicial board applicant sim-
ply because she was Jewish and active 
in Jewish organizations. Those who de-
nied her the position worried she would 
be “biased.” As if a Jewish person is 
going to be biased, while people from 
other religions, ethnic groups, political 
organizations, genders and sexual ori-
entations are not.
 Thankfully, a school administrator 
ultimately intervened and she was ap-
pointed.
 Internationally, the news is much 
worse.
 As a former CIA Soviet analyst 

who wrote a biography on Boris Yelt-
sin, I was sickened by the news that 
Yeltsin’s former deputy prime minis-
ter, Boris Nemtsov, was assassinated 
last week. In photos of the murder 
scene, the Kremlin loomed ominously 
in the background. Nemtsov’s sup-
posed crime was speaking out 
against the regime of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.
 Putin has promised a full inves-
tigation until the killers are found. 

Please join me in not hold-
ing your breath while we 
await their apprehension. 
   I don’t think the signifi-
cance of Nemtsov’s murder 
can be overstated. It means 
speech that criticizes the 
government is no longer 
permitted in Russia. Putin’s 
despotic hand is eliminating 
freedom at home as it seeks 
a stranglehold on Ukraine. 
   Less publicized but in a 

similar vein, Bangladesh-American 
blogger Avijit Roy — a critic of Islam-
ic fundamentalism — was murdered 
last week in Bangladesh by machete-
wielding assailants. A group called An-
sar Bangla 7 claimed responsibility for 
the killing on Twitter, saying Roy was 
killed for his “crime against Islam.”
 The outright loss of freedom of 
expression like we now see in Russia 
didn’t happen overnight. Regime crit-
ics and journalists have been harassed, 
jailed and mysteriously killed through-
out Putin’s reign. Likewise, Roy’s 
murder is just the latest in a long list of 
atrocities by extremists who attempt to 
silence critics in the name of Islam.
 Americans need to keep a watch-
ful eye out for attacks on free expres-
sion at home and abroad, and counter 
them whenever we can.
 Ronald Reagan’s wise words bear 
repeating: “Freedom is never more 
than one generation away from extinc-
tion. We didn’t pass it to our children 
in the bloodstream. It must be fought 
for, protected, and handed on for them 
to do the same.”

The writer is the publisher of  
the Alexandria Times.

my View 
By Denise Dunbar

Free speech remains 
under threat

 

Email comments, rants & raves to  
letters@alextimes.com.

Who carES?
WE do.
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

80% No. 

20% Yes.
102 votes

In response to 
“School board proposes 
raises for members 
next year,” February 26:
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ver the past several 
weeks, this column 
has written about the 

man-made changes that have 
impacted Great Hunting Creek 
over nearly two centuries, par-
ticularly those that began with 
the construction of the Capi-
tal Beltway and the 
original Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge in the 
early 1960s, and the 
replacement bridge 
completed across the 
Potomac River in 
2008. Interestingly, 
the same year that the 
first Wilson Bridge 
opened in 1961, far 
away in Guatemala 
the architect of its 
replacement structure, Miguel 
Rosales, was born.
 Within 30 years of its 
opening, the need to com-
pletely rebuild the Wilson 
Bridge from Virginia to Mary-
land was well recognized. By 
1990, traffic on the bridge 
had tripled beyond its design 
capacity of 75,000 vehicles 
and the low drawbridge re-
quired more than 260 tempo-
rary road closings per year. 
Planning for the new bridge 
took almost a decade, with a 
design competition selecting 
an elegant rendering by Ro-
sales that mimicked not only 
the traditional arched bridges 
built decades earlier across 
the Potomac, but also re-
flected a series of whimsical 
seagulls soaring high above 
the river when viewed from a 
distance. Construction began 
in 2000, increasing the road-

bed from six to twelve lanes, 
and raising the river clear-
ance to 70 feet above high 
tide, with a 200-foot distance 
between the bridge piers.
 Construction of the world’s 
largest drawbridge was a feat 
of modern engineering, which 

employed tools and tech-
niques developed over cen-
turies from across the globe. 
The shallow river bottom and 
600-foot depth of bedrock 
precluded the use of tradition-
al bridge building methods 
such as caissons to construct a 
foundation. Instead, the Alex-
andria/Oxon Hill bridge site 
required dredging the heavily 
silted river by use of a clam-
shell dredge, first developed 
centuries earlier by Scots-
man James Naysmyth but en-
hanced by the 21st century to 
remove 350,000 square yards 
of mud within a four-month 
period. Once the riverbed 
was lowered by eight feet, a 
foundation of steel piles was 
driven below where each of 
the 68 future bridge supports 
would stand, 200 feet below 
the surface of the water, into 
30 feet of clay.

 Once the foundation was 
completed, a process called 
“segmental construction” oc-
curred, with over 1,000 con-
crete bridge pier components 
cast at a temporary bridge 
yard on the Maryland shore, 
then barged and connected at 

their final location. 
Once the V-shaped 
support piers were 
in place, they were 
secured by wire ca-
bles strung through 
each support and 
connected by steel 
girders fabricated 
in Pennsylvania. 
The drawbridge it-
self was fabricated 
in Palatka, Fla., 

assembled and painted onsite 
there, then disassembled and 
barged up the East Coast by 
tugboat. Once the drawbridge 
segments arrived at the bridge 
site, they were hoisted into 
place during the early morn-
ing hours under the watchful 
eye of master bridge builder, 
“Hokey” Del Costello. The 
Wilson would be the last proj-
ect of his career, as he retired 
soon after.
 In the end, the magnificent 
new bridge would include 130 
million pounds of steel and 
150 million pounds of con-
crete, as well as mile upon 
mile of wire cable. Amazingly, 
after eight years of construc-
tion, the $2.5 billion construc-
tion project came in $86 mil-
lion under budget.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.

O

Last Week 
Should the Alexandria School Board consider an  
increase in their annual stipend?

This Week 
Are you happy with Acting City Manager Mark Jinks’
fiscal 2016 budget proposal?

Weekly Poll

A. Yes.
B. No.

ouT oF ThE aTTic

Bill Campbell writes:
 One cannot grant oneself a 
raise. So this is not about me, 
but rather, this is about you, your 
neighbor, your best friend or any 
citizen in our wonderful city who 
chooses to seek the board posi-
tion. It is about the position and 
the time and requirements for that.
 I do think providing com-
pensation for elected officials 
is a longstanding philosophical/ 
political back and forth. For 
example, the salaries of the presi-
dent, governors and others cer-
tainly are not commensurate with 
their responsibilities, especially 
relative to, say, a CEO’s pay, 
[which can be] millions.
 There has been no increase 
in a decade and surely we can 
acknowledge that expenses are 
higher now than they were in 
2005. If not now, the earliest 
that a stipend increase could 
occur would be 2019. Addition-
ally, during that time others have 
received step increases, partial 
step increases and [cost of living 
raises], but the board stipend has 
remained the same.
 I welcome discussions as to 
what folks think is a reasonable 
stipend as well as if and when 
those increases should occur.

A replacement bridge over the Potomac

Online 
all the time:
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2015 Alexandria St. Patricks’ 
Day Pre-Parade activities 

Classic Car Show 

On Pitt St. between King and Cameron 
streets. Cars are on display at 9:00 
a.m. with judging at 10:00 a.m. After 
the judging, the winning entries join 
the parade line-up for all to enjoy!

Dog Show 
In Market Square beginning at 11:00 a.m. 
An annual favorite benefitting the Alexandria 
Animal Welfare League, local pet owners are 
encouraged to dress their dogs in Irish finery. 
Winners announced at noon and continue 
with the VIPs and dignitaries at 12:15 p.m. to 
help lead the parade. 

Parade Begins
The parade will officially step off at 12:30  
p.m.  from the intersection of King and 
Alfred streets. Parade proceeds east on 
King Street, and finshes at the corner of 
King and Lee streets.

The crowd pleasers...

The 2015 “Women of Irish Heritage” themed 
parade, features Parade Grand Marshal Lau-
reen O’Neill-James, owner of the O’Neill-James 
School of Dance, and member of the Irish Cul-
tural Hall of Fame.

King Street 
Metro Station

St. Patrick’s Day Parade preview
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ACROSS

1 Nearby
7 “The Flintstones” setting
14 Hanging loosely
19 Waterproofing topcoat
20 Midwife’s exhortation
21 Without principles
22 Let your winnings ride
23 Tape-recorder spindle
24 Something in your eye
25 Lavishes affection (on)
27 ___ up (absorb)
28 Level of accomplishment
29 Population growth factors
32 Registered to vote
35 Much
36 Actress Gilpin of “Frasier”
37 ___ wait (prepare to ambush)
38 Some kitchen gizmos
41 “To the max” suffix
42 Paternity test factor
43 Chop-chop, to Byron
48 Seize an opportunity
50 When it’s high, it causes  
  health problems
53 Act theatrically
56 PC data-sharing acronym
57 Cambodia neighbor
58 ___ donna (opera star)
62 Contain, as emotions
64 “___ death do us part”
65 Spelling or Amos
66 City north of Carson City
67 Music genre
69 “What ___ is new?”
70 China or European intro
71 “That’s so cool!”
72 Aromatic 2-Down
73 More unusual
74 Immobilizer
76 “I’m quoting this, errors and all”

77 Pharaoh’s land
79 Waterproof raincoats
81 Colleague of Calliope
86 Hibernation
87 “Silent Night” adjective
88 Farm female
91 Corcoran of “Bachelor Father”
92 Napa Valley wine variety
94 Some animal shelters
96 ___-inflammatory
97 Margarita order
102 Just-eaten
105 One worthy of emulation
106 Defective
107 “For Whom the Bell Tolls” character
108 Bowled over
109 Tree-shaded
113 RNA component
116 First grade time out?
117 Sweet-talk
118 Basic monetary unit of Canada
119 Risky rendezvous
120 Exchange political favors
121 “A Streetcar Named Desire”  
   character

DOWN
1 Deadly snake
2 Oolong, for one
3 High-decibel form of 67-Across
4 One given a portion
5 Below, to poets
6 Washer partner
7 Major TV network
8 Pencil ends
9 Bank action
10 Mobster’s speech, in stereotypes
11 Mel, the Giant slugger
12 Half a dance’s name
13 Boy doll
14 Do some finger-painting
15 Gambling with ping-pong balls

W
ee

k
ly

 W
or

d
s

16 The Little Mermaid
17 Erie or Panama
18 Actor Kinski
21 “Over the Rainbow” composer  
  Harold
26 Syrup, before processing
28 21st letter of the Greek alphabet
29 Brewers’ yeast
30 Pelvis parts
31 Driving range peg
32 Seasoned pros
33 Curtain fabric
34 A shade of blue
39 “Cheers” actress Perlman
40 “Green Eggs and Ham” guy
43 Had a meal
44 Enjoyed the children’s zoo
45 “Happy Days” malt shop owner
46 Lacking refinement
47 With more of a certain  
  shade tree
49 John Lennon’s wife
50 Doctor’s facilities
51 Harmful look
52 Place for a pot
54 Software expert
55 “A mouse!”
58 Light refractors
59 You can’t keep it forever
60 Persuade
61 Unification Church member   
  nickname, once
63 Whom psychiatrists see
64 Chinese mafia
67 Extremely easy victory
68 “Norma ___” (1979 movie)
73 Conductor Klemperer
75 A country’s output, for short
76 Trembled
78 Wordplay groaner
80 Lip-___ (pretend to sing)
82 Not permanent, as ink

83 Building manager’s schedule
84 Sampras of the courts
85 The wife of Geraint in  
  Arthurian lore
88 Conductor Mata
89 Oliver ___ Holmes
90 “30” to an editor
92 Gives the goad-ahead?
93 “... and ___ the opposite   
  shore will be”
95 Sample, as wine
97 Eyeball-bending drawings
98 Finger-pointer

99 Square-jawed detective Dick
100 Visibility hindrances
101 Discharge, as lava
103 Encircles with a belt
104 “Cats” poet T.S.
106 Anglo-___ War (1899-1902)
109 Punching tool
110 Greek “P”
111 ___, borrow or steal
112 Word with “Rio” or “Mar”
114 “Do the Right Thing”  
   pizzeria owner
115 Important time in history.)

JAM SESSION By Lewis Forte For last week’s solution, visit alextimes.com

oBiTuariES
ANN L. BLOUNT,
of Alexandria, Februay 24, 2015

MAURINE CLARK BREWER,
of Alexandria, February 26, 2015

WILSON H.BURGESS, JR. (60),
of Alexandria, February 4, 2015

BLANCHE K. COLEMAN (93),
of Alexandria, February 26, 2015

DOROTHY SWAN COTTON,
of Alexandria, February 3, 2015

RALPH A. GASKILL, JR.,
of Alexandria, February 22, 2105

MAMIE L. HARRISON (91),
of Alexandria, February 24, 2015

JOHNNY E. HOOVER,
of Alexandria, February 21, 2015

MARIA C. IOAS (86),
of Alexandria, February 24, 2015

BARBARA E. JELINEK (62),
of Alexandria, March 1, 2015

KRISTEN LINDQUIST (50),
formerly of Alexandria,  
February 14, 2015

SARA ANN LINDSEY (90),
of Alexandria, February 25, 2015

EARL LLOYD (86),
formerly of Alexandria, February 
26, 2015

MARY MARTIN,
of Alexandria, February 18, 2015

C. DOUGLAS MITCHELL (89),
formerly of Alexandria, February 
27, 2015

CATHERINE POWERS (72),
of Alexandria, February 28, 2015

JOHN C. STYER (69),
of Alexandria, February 11, 2015

NETTIE L. SWITZER (94),
of Alexandria, March 1, 2015

aBc noTicE
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hOme ServiceS

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Orange Dough LLC

Sugar Shack Donuts & Coffee / Captain Gregorys

804 N Henry St

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22314-1619

Wine & Beer On Premises, Mixed Beverages On Premises

Kenneth R Krupicka Member

Advertising 
Works!

To advertise 
your business  

or service
Contact 

Kristen Essex
kessex@alextimes.com

BuSinESS dirEcTory

Online all the time:

automotive

FORD, LINCOLN, BUICK, & GMC  
Vehicles Eligible For FREE Oil Change/ 
Tire Rotation! Visit www.Shop.Best-
Mark.com for registration or call 
800-969-8477 for questions. 

AlexAndriA BoArd of 
ArchitecturAl review

old & historic  
AlexAndriA district

leGAl notice of  
A PuBlic heArinG

A public hearing will be held by the Alex-
andria Board of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, March 18, 2015 beginning 
at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexan-
dria, Virginia on the following applications:

CASE BAR2015-0033
Request for alterations at 110 Princess St.
APPLICANT: Jeffrey and Magnolia Lipsky

CASE BAR2015-0036
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 535 N Columbus St. 
APPLICANT: 533 & 535 N Columbus 
Street Homes, LLC

CASE BAR2015-0037
Request for alterations at  
535 N Columbus St.
APPLICANT: 533 & 535 N Columbus 
Street Home, LLC.

CASE BAR2015-0039
Request for complete demolition of a 
garage at 533 N Columbus St.

APPLICANT: 533 & 535 N Columbus 
Street Homes, LLC

CASE BAR2015-0040
Request for new construction at  
533 N Columbus St.
APPLICANT: 533 & 535 N Columbus 
Street Homes, LLC.

CASE BAR2015-0023
Request to partially demolish and  
capsulate at 611 S Fairfax St.
APPLICANT: Jonas Neihardt &  
Lynn Vendinello

CASE BAR2015-0024
Request for an addition and alterations  
at 611 S Fairfax St.
APPLICANT: Jonas Neihardt &  
Lynn Vendinello

CASE BAR2014-0378
Request to partially demolish and  
capsulate at 214 S Alfred St. 
APPLICANT: Amy and Michael Louis

CASE BAR2014-0379
Request for an addition and a waiver of 
rooftop HVAC screening requirement at 
214 S Alfred St.
APPLICANT: Amy and Michael Louis

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

AlexAndriA trAnsit coMPAnY

There will be a public hearing on the ATC 
2016 Transit Development Program (TDP) 
and Budget in the City Council Workroom, 
City Hall, at 5:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2015.

No significant changes in current service 
are contemplated in the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1, 2015. The proposed program 
includes a base fare increase of 15¢ to be 
initiated in July 2015.

For a copy of the 2016 Transit Development  
Program (TDP), please contact Alexis Quinn, 
ATC Secretary, at 703-746-5637 or email 
alexis.quinn@alexandriava.gov. The TDP 
will also be posted on the DASH website 
at www.dashbus.com.

Paul Abramson, Chairman
Alexandria Transit Company
Board of Directors

AlexAndriA PlAnninG 
coMMission

eisenhower west sMAll AreA 
PlAn worK session 

wednesdAY, MArch 11, 2015  
At 6:30PM

The Planning Commission will hold a 
work session to provide an update on the 
progress of the Eisenhower West Small 
Area Plan and draft land use framework on 
Wednesday, March 11 at 6:30pm in the 
City Council Chambers; 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22314.

lEgal noTicE

$99 Carpet Cleaning  
With Deodorizers— 

Pet Stains & Odor Removal

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

LICENSED & CERTIFIED BY IICRC

 (( ANY 3 ROOMS $99 ))
FREE ESTIMATES

 PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL 

SAM CARPET CLEANING L.L.C
 703-899-3986

sam@samcarpetcleaning.com

classifieds
aBc noTicE

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Orange Dough LLC

Sugar Shack Donuts & Coffee / Captain Gregorys

804 N Henry St

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22314-1619

Wine & Beer On Premises, Mixed Beverages On Premises

Kenneth R Krupicka Member

aBc noTicE

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net
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Elizabeth Lucchesi
The LizLuke Team

703.868.5676
Elizabeth@lizluke.com
www.lizluke.com

Stay Connected...

109 S. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

We’ll get you home!

1250 S Washington St #518
1 bedroom, 1 bath

$385,000

556 Colecroft Court
3 bedrooms, 2 full/1 half baths

$629,000

3502 Holly Street
6 bedrooms, 3 full/2 half baths

$1,299,000

3801 Cameron Mills Road
4 bedrooms, 3 baths

$789,000

1906 Belle Haven Road
7 bedrooms, 5 full/1 half baths

$1,300,000

3119 Circle Hill Road
3 bedrooms, 3 baths

$1,174,000

Don’t trust your spring home purchase  
or sale to the luck of the Irish!

Give us a call, we have the experience  
and would be honored to help you.
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