
Vol. 11, No. 14      Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper April 2, 2015

push for new swimming 
pools funding well underway

By SuSan hale thomaS
 
 City Councilor Justin Wil-
son was on vacation last year 
when his neighbor sent a video 
of something quite dramatic — 
thousands of gallons of water 
were pouring over the crests of 
a hill above his home. The water 
was flowing out of the Warwick 
pool and into his yard below.
 “He was understandably up-
set,” Wilson said.
 The aging pool was closed 
at the end of last summer due to 
its poor condition.
 “The city neglected to in-
vest in aquatics. There was al-
ways something that was more 
important than a pool,” Wilson 
said. ”We closed Lee in 2008, 
Colasanto in 2011; Ewald closed 
on the West End and now War-
wick. Warwick has been on the 
chopping block for two years.”

 There could be a couple of 
cruel summers ahead for resi-
dents of the Warwick, Arlandria 
and Lynhaven neighborhoods as 
they wait for a new pool to be 
built. City council has allocated 
funding to replace the aging 
pool, but under current plans, 
construction isn’t due to begin 
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Making a splash
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HONOriNG THE FAllEN City leaders, police and residents 
convened outside of Alexandria’s police headquarters Saturday 
for the dedication of the Alexandria Police Fallen Officers Memo-
rial. The memorial honors fallen officers from nearly three centu-
ries of law enforcement in the city.

Race for delegate  
             takes shapeFive Democrats vie to 
succeed retiring state 
Delegate rob Krupicka

By erich Wagner and  

SuSan hale thomaS 

 Despite a short 10-day win-
dow before the filing deadline, 
five candidates have thrown 
their hat into the ring in the 
Democratic primary to suc-
ceed retiring Delegate Rob 
Krupicka (D-45).
 Krupicka’s abrupt an-
nouncement last month that 
he would not seek reelection 
shocked many residents and 
elected officials alike. The 
rumor mill immediately went 
into high gear, as several local 
leaders cited the difficulty of 
decamping to Richmond ev-

ery year and the tight deadline 
to make a decision and build 
campaign infrastructure as 
reasons to stay out of the race.
 But by the deadline last 
week, five candidates had 
gotten their paperwork filed 
in time, all Alexandria resi-
dents. Among the contenders 
are local business man Larry 
Altenburg, city spokesman 
Craig Fifer, leadership consul-
tant Julie Jakopic, liberal radio 
host Mark Levine and Alexan-
dria Democratic Committee 
Chairman Clarence Tong.
 Krupicka was renowned 
for his passionate support of 
early childhood education 

issues, and most candidates 
agreed education would be a 
top priority if they were cho-
sen to go to Richmond. Oth-
er common refrains included 
economic development and 
diversification and mental 
health advocacy.
 The founder and CEO of 
iLead Strategies, an Alexan-
dria-based organizational and 
leadership development group, 
Jakopic said she felt the state 
level is where she can have 
the most impact on the issues 
she cares about: childhood 
education, health care, mental 
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Warwick Pool closed last year af-
ter water from the facility flooded 
onto neighbors’ properties. Aquat-
ics advocates hope city leaders 
will fund a renovation project 
sooner than currently planned.
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The time to sell is now. Let me put my 27 years of experience to work for you!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

$799,500

Beautifully updated 1920’s Bungalow blocks  
from 2 METRO Stations, shops & restaurants!

2/3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths with 3 finished levels. Gourmet kitchen, 
family room, renovated baths, large landscaped yard and driveway. 
Updated for today’s lifestyle while maintaining it’s 1920’s charm.

DEL RAY
Coming Soon

Lovely home 
with a light 
filled 2 story 
Great Room and 
Master Suite ad-
dition!
5 Bedrooms, 4.5 
baths with 4 finished 
levels, 2 wood burning 
fireplaces, fabulous low 
maintenance screened-
in porch and deck 
with off street parking. 
Lower level Guest 
Suite with kitchen and 
private entry. 
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DEL RAY

$2850 per month

Fabulous location on “The Meadow” just blocks 
from the riverfront & Belle View Shopping Center!
2 bedrooms, 2 full baths with 2 finished levels. Living room 

with wood burning fireplace, kitchen with granite & SS 
opens to dining room. Fenced yard with patio, garage  

(for storage) and off street parking.
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ALExAnDRiA REntAL

DEL RAY
$869,000

Renovated & Expanded with fabulous Great 
Room & Master Suite. Blocks to METRO!
3 Bedrooms, 3 full baths, 2 finished levels with over 2400 
sq. ft. of living space. Gas fireplace, Chef ’s kitchen, fenced 

yard with deck & detached garage.

OLD tOwn/BEARings sOuth
$259,000

Updated condo in South Old Town convenient  
to shops, restaurants & river!

1 bedroom, 1 bath, kitchen with granite counters,  
SS appliances, Cherry cabinets, hardwood floors,  

secure lobby entry, 1 assigned parking space.

$639,000

Deceivingly spacious & fully renovated  
with attached garage!

6 bedrooms, 5 full baths with over 3,600 sq. ft. of living space! 
Open main level floor plan, finished lower level with  

kitchenette, large fenced yard with deck & patio. 
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       ~ Grace ~
A little stray pup found her way to the Shelter  

and has been stealing hearts ever since.
 

A relaxed and gentle girl, Grace loves affection  
and hot dogs. Aged 3, Grace has energy for  

long walks and playing fetch.  

 
FOR FURTHER INFO ABOUT ADOPTABLE DOGS  

IN OUR CITY, PLEASE VISIT   
www.ALExANDRIAANImALS.ORG AND  

RING 703-746-4774. 

THANK YOU

~ Salute the Scottish Walk ~
Our sweet Twinkie is ready for Alexandria’s parade 

and a new home for the holidays. 

Twinkie, a brown/peach tabby is 4 years old 
Her green eyes glow with affection for humans,

as she loves companionship.

Can you share the love this season? 
Twinkie is anxious to meet her new person!

FOR MORE INFO ABOUT ADOPTABLE CATS,  
PLEASE VISIT WWW.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg  

OR PhONE US AT 703-746-4774.

ThANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Salute the Scottish Walk ~
Our sweet Twinkie is ready for Alexandria’s parade 

and a new home for the holidays. 

Twinkie, a brown/peach tabby is 4 years old 
Her green eyes glow with affection for humans,

as she loves companionship.

Can you share the love this season? 
Twinkie is anxious to meet her new person!

FOR MORE INFO ABOUT ADOPTABLE CATS,  
PLEASE VISIT WWW.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg  

OR PhONE US AT 703-746-4774.

ThANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

the Weekly BrieFing

City schools recognized for Ap achievement

Chamber announces mayoral debate date

 Alexandria City Public 
Schools recently were lauded 
by the Virginia Department of 
Education and testing company 
College Board for its improved 
participation and performance 
on Advanced Placement exams.
 The school district was 
named to the company’s AP 
Honor Roll for 2015 based on 
a combination of an increase 
in students taking AP exams 
last year and more students 
passing the tests — earning a 
3 or better out of 5.

 Advanced Placement cours-
es have become a mainstay of 
high school education, bolster-
ing the resumes of college ap-
plicants and allowing students to 
earn college credit for their suc-
cess in the classes.
 Statewide, Virginia ranked 
third in the country on AP 
exam achievement, tying with 
Florida at 30 percent of grad-
uating seniors who passed at 
least one AP exam. Above the 
commonwealth were Mary-
land, with 31.8 percent of se-

niors passing an AP test, and 
Connecticut’s 30.8 percent.
 “We know that our teachers 
are challenging their students 
to reach higher when Virginia’s 
students outperform or are on a 
par with students in states like 
Massachusetts and Florida that 
provide statewide incentives 
to teachers and schools for in-
creasing achievement on AP 
tests,” said Steven R. Staples, 
state superintendent of public 
instruction, in a statement.

 - Erich Wagner

 Officials with the Alexan-
dria Chamber of Commerce 
announced Wednesday that 
the organization will host its 
planned Democratic mayoral 
debate on May 22.
 In February, Vice Mayor 
Allison Silberberg and former 
Mayor Kerry Donley both 
announced that they would 
challenge incumbent Mayor 
Bill Euille in this year’s local 

elections. This marks the first 
election in many years where 
Euille faced a serious chal-
lenger from his own party.
 The debate will fall a mere 
two and a half weeks before 
the June 9 Democratic primary, 
when voters also will choose 
nominees for city council and 
the 45th House of Delegates 
District seat.
 To date, local Republicans 

have not announced any po-
tential mayoral candidates. 
The Alexandria Republican 
City Committee will hold a 
party canvass to determine its 
nominees. On the city council 
side, Frank Fannon, Fernando 
Torrez, Monique Miles and 
Townsend “Van” Van Fleet 
have announced their candi-
dacies.

 - Erich Wagner

 
  
  

www.graceschoolalex.org 
Please call 703-549-5067 for details

SAY GRACE For more than 50 years, families have said
“Grace is the place for my child.”

• Developmentally Appropriate Early Childhood Curriculum
• Preschool - 3 years old by August 31st
• Music, Drama, Center Play and Art 
• Service Learning Projects
• A�ordable Tuition and Extended Care until 6:00 p.m.

3601 Russell Road • Alexandria • VA • 22305

GRACE EPISCOPAL SCHOOL   Preschool - Grade 5  
Limited 

Fall
Openings in
Preschool!

Police Beat

The following incidents occurred between March 25 and April 1.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

6 bURGLARies AGGRAvAted 
AssAULt1

27 thefts 8 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

21 AssAULts

2 seXUAL 
OffeNses3 vehiCLe

thefts 2 RObbeRies



4 | April 2, 2015 AlEXANDriA TiMES

timesIn Your

Winning Photo
The Alexandria Times Photo Contest

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

Congratulations to Kena Holmes
for winning March’s Photo Contest!

April’s Theme: Spring Blooms

(Send us a pic of your favorite Spring blooms)
Send us your photo to win  
$100 Pre-Paid Credit Card

Send your Spring Blooms photos to:

One confused cherry tree.

Commonwealth’s attorney proposes  
new community prosecutor position
Federal grant would fund 
data-driven, proactive effort
By erich Wagner
 
 Shortly after joining the city 
prosecutor’s office more than a 
decade ago, Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Bryan Porter said one 
of his first posts wasn’t at the 
city courthouse, but in an of-
fice along Mount Vernon Av-
enue in Arlandria.
 “It was all about establish-
ing good will in the commu-
nity, and it went very well,” he 
said. “I did it for a year or so, 
and I thought it was wonderful.
 “I was out of the office a lot, 
meeting people, going to cook 
outs and civic association func-
tions. A lot of it was just explain-
ing what we do, who we are, just 
helping people with questions 
about how city government 
works on a regular basis.”
 Porter said around 2004 
he did have to return to the 
courthouse. Grant funding for 
the position had run out and 
his office hadn’t returned to 
the concept since then. Now, 
following his election as com-
monwealth’s attorney in 2013, 
he wants to bring it back.
 City councilors unanimous-
ly approved Porter’s proposal 
to apply for a U.S. Department 
of Justice grant to fund a com-
munity prosecutor position. 
Although the new attorney 
would operate out of the city 
courthouse on King Street, the 
person would focus on commu-
nity engagement as well as sta-
tistical analysis in conjunction 
with the Alexandria Police De-
partment’s Statistical Response 
System to search for root causes 
of recurring problems.
 The problem with how the 
commonwealth’s attorney’s of-
fice currently operates, Porter 
said, is that it is essentially “in-
box prosecution,” where attor-
neys only act on the cases that 
police provide to them.
 “It’s like a doctor just treating 
a patient’s symptoms — some-
times you can’t get to the root 
of an issue,” he said. “If a West 

End hotel is a haven for prostitu-
tion, instead of just prosecuting 
the four or five robberies a year 
that come out of the hotels … 
we could file a civil injunction 
against the hotel.
 “Then we could exert re-
sources in different areas, re-
sulting in a better community 
as a whole. Instead of being 
reactive, I want to address cas-
es proactively to find ways to 
benefit the community.”
 Porter said having pros-
ecutors more engaged with the 
community also would help 
with the traditional functions of 
trying cases.
 “Getting people to testify 
can be a very difficult thing 
to do,” he said. “If someone 
is victimized, one of the hard 
things is to explain that, to try 
the case, we have to put wit-
nesses on the stand. The Con-
stitution requires it.
 “So if we wait until we need 
people to cooperate to reach 
out to them, that’s not a good 
way to go about things. But if 
we’re out there, and we show 
people that we’re not scary or 
anything, that helps us in the 
long run.”
 The grant application would 
be for $390,000, and would 
cover the salary of an attorney 
for two years, as well as some 
incidental costs like additional 
office supplies, Porter said. He 

hopes the position will produce 
results and allow him either to 
apply for a grant extension or 
to pitch an increase in funding 
to city council to make the po-
sition permanent.
 City Councilor John Chap-
man said adding to the city’s 
data-driven public safety prac-
tices is a worthwhile endeavor.
 “I think that kind of pro-
active step kind of heads off 
what could be more major is-
sues down the road,” he said. 
“It allows us to be a little more 
flexible with how we look at 
law enforcement and look at 
issues as they crop up, not just 
waiting until a case comes or a 
problem turns up.”
 Porter said with or without the 
federal grant, he has been work-
ing to get his prosecutors out in 
the community more often.
 “It’s easy to get in a silo 
here,” he said. “You come in, 
you do your cases. … So I’ve 
tried really hard to have us 
a little more out in the com-
munity, and its part of how I 
evaluate my attorneys.
 “So we go out to National 
Night Out. We had the Colors 
of Justice event last weekend, 
where we encourage minority 
youth to engage and participate 
in the criminal justice and do 
a mock court case. We just try 
to get people involved, and get 
people to give back.”

file PHOTO
Commonwealth’s Attorney Bryan Porter said as a prosecutor, it is easy 
to keep one’s work confined to the city courthouse. But, under a new 
application for federal grant funding, Porter’s office would add a com-
munity prosecutor, whose job it would be both to engage with residents 
and to work with police to address crime more proactively.

Delray tower
Sponsored By:
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very few people with mental 
health needs are violent.
 “It’s a stigma that isn’t borne 
out by the data. We need to be 
treating people who need ser-
vices with the dignity to help 
them live a more productive and 
fulfilling life. If someone is un-
able to go to work and unable to 
participate in the community, but 
isn’t violent, that’s still not a suc-
cess story; we need to treat them 
for their own sake, not just soci-
ety’s sake.”
 And Fifer said his work as 
the president of the Virginia 
Coalition for Open Government 
and helping to update the com-
monwealth’s Freedom of Infor-
mation Act prove that he can 
cross party lines to find prag-
matic solutions to problems.
 “You can’t just make fiery 
speeches and expect to get any-
thing done as a minority in the 
legislature,” he said. “[I] am fa-
miliar with the political process. 
I’m not just jumping straight 
from a civil service job into the 
fire of the General Assembly — 
I’ve been there before.
 “I understand how politics 

works and I also understand how 
government works. It’s very im-
portant for a delegate not just to 
be a champion on progressive 
issues but also to be somebody 
who can get things done.”
 Altenburg calls himself a 
family man and said there are 
two reasons he’s running for 
delegate — his daughters, aged 
6 and 9. As a parent, Altenburg 
said he wants to ensure all chil-
dren have the best opportunity 
to be successful through solid 
access to education. 
 He’s also keen on econom-
ic development and creating 
good job opportunities. 
 “The region needs to diver-
sify and not just rely on the gov-
ernment and military for jobs in 
the area,” Altenburg said. 
 And he wants to improve 
transportation options for resi-
dents in Alexandria and North-
ern Virginia as a whole. 
 “The transportation infra-
structure we have built in the 
area is antiquated,” he said. “To 
get to our jobs we go around and 

health and families.
 “People want to be able to 
live their lives and for everyone 
to reach their highest potential 
and succeed,” Jakopic said. “[I] 
think education is a big issue in 
the district. … I want to ensure 
quality child care for the young, 
to make sure youth have the 
opportunity to go to college. I 
would like to make reforms to 
mental health in a way that ac-
tually works.”
 She emphasized her desire 
to create a system that better 
serves people who need help. 
She said she’d like to expand 
Medicaid and to be rid of preda-
tory lending and make reason-
able loans available to lower-
income brackets.
 Jakopic, whom Krupicka en-
dorsed in a statement Monday, 
earned a master’s in sociology 
and an undergraduate degree in 
communication from the Uni-
versity of Maryland.
 Fifer pointed to his two 
decades as a government em-
ployee and local advocate both 
in Roanoke and Alexandria as 
a “proven track record” of pub-
lic service. Fifer said he would 
push for more robust early 
childhood education programs 
and focus on a diversified econ-
omy for Northern Virginia, as 
well as focus on various issues 
related to mental health.
 “Statewide, we have a lot 
of progress still to make in the 
area of mental health,” he said. 
“It’s not just a public safety is-
sue. It’s become trendy after a 
tragedy for some politician to 
say, ‘We have to do more about 
mental health,’ but it’s not just 
about public safety, because 

703-838-0500 • www.myntmedicalmassage.com

Experience individualized care. Specializing in treatment  
of Back, Shoulder, Neck and Leg Pain. Contact us today:

Your Solution to Pain Management

Conveniently 
Located at:

1127 King Street, 
2nd Floor  

Alexandria, VA 22314

    a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria times

Shop Around the Corner 
delegate 
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Although Delegate Rob Krupicka’s announcement last month that he would not seek reelection shocked 
many and left a tight window for people to plan for a campaign, five candidates entered the Democratic 
primary to succeed him before last week’s filing deadline (from left): Julie Jakopic, Larry Altenburg, Clar-
ence Tong, Craig Fifer and Mark Levine.

you can’t just make fiery speeches 
and expect to get anything done 

as a minority in the legislature. i am 
familiar with the political process. i’m 
not just jumping straight from a civil 
service job into the fire of the general 
assembly — i’ve been there before.”
- craig Fifer, democratic candidate for delegate
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lion allocated for a new pool 
at Warwick from fiscal 2017 to 
2016 so residents only will be 
forced to miss one swim season. 
 “We’re pleased that a com-
mitment has been made, but 
we’ll have to wait for council to 
vote in May,” he said. “Money 
has been allocated but not yet 
authorized.”
 Rivers argued it is impor-
tant for lower income neigh-
borhoods to have a swimming 
pool within walking distance. 
He worried those seeking relief 
from the summer heat will have 
to go farther to find a pool, or 
will not have one at all, if con-
struction is not expedited. 
 “It will be difficult enough 
for the kids this summer, and 
no one wishes for them to be 
without access to a healthy and 
safe form of summer recreation 
for any longer than necessary,” 
Rivers wrote in a letter to city 
councilors.
 Rivers said his group is 
working with Tenants and 
Workers United, a community 
based organization that advo-
cates for low-income residents. 
John Liss, executive director of 

TWU, said it should be a fairly 
easy thing for council to do.
 “It doesn’t seem that impos-
sible, moving up a construction 
schedule by two months so that 
people can have a pool for two 
whole summers,” Liss said. “It 
doesn’t seem like too much to 
ask.”
 But Wilson said even if the 
money were to be pulled for-
ward, it still would be difficult 
to get the pool completed any 
sooner.
 “If we leave money in 2017, 
Warwick would be closed the 
summers of 2015 and 2016 and 
reopen in 2017,” he said. “Be-
cause of the amount of time it 
takes to figure out site condi-
tions, plan and build, it’s still 
not going to get done by the 
second summer [if we move the 
funding to 2016].”
 William Chesley, director 
of the city department of rec-
reation, parks and cultural ac-
tivities, said the Old Town and 
the Charles Houston pools will 
have additional evening and 
weekend hours to help offset 
the closing of Warwick.
 “Funding in the amount of 

$29,000 is included in the fiscal 
2016 budget for extended hours, 
allowing for additional capacity 
at the Old Town and Houston 
Memorial pools,” Chesley said. 
“Summer camp programs that 
were bused to Warwick Pool 
will now rotate among the in-
door and outdoor pools.”
 The department has includ-
ed that information in the new 
summer program brochure and 
on its web page, and the city 
will post a sign at the Warwick 
Pool directing swimmers to 
other public pools. 
 “Recreation staff is in con-
versation with the community 
concerning a fee-based swim 
program to transport youth 
from the Warwick Pool to one 
of the other outdoor pools,” 
Chesley said. “This could be 
provided based on registration 
interest.”
 Only three public pools are 
available to residents — the 
Rixse indoor pool at Chinqua-
pin Park Recreation Center and 
two outdoor pools: Old Town 
Pool on Cameron Street and a 
small pool at Charles Houston 
Recreation Center.

NEWLY RENOVATED APARTMENTS

NOW LEASING

OLD TOWN NEW DIGS
BRIDGEYARDLIVING.COM

 

 

**HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS** 
Join a team that supports you – professionally and personally 
Correct Care Solutions LLC is currently seeking top-notch 

healthcare professional to join our team. 

Swanson Youth for Youth at Monroe, LA 

Healthcare Opportunity Include: 

 Psychologist – Full Time 
 

We offer generous compensation and a benefits package which 
includes: 

 Yearly bonus 
 Student Loan Assistance  
 Medical, Dental, Vision, 401K and more. 

“The Right People, Doing The Right Things,  
Doing Those Things Right” 

 
To apply visit www.correctcaresolutions.com or  

Email your resume to: aenglish@correctcaresolutions.com   
 

EOE/M/F/Vet/Disability 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

**HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS**

Join a team that supports you –  
professionally and personally

Correct Care Solutions LLC is currently  
seeking top-notch healthcare professionals  

to join our team.

Swanson Youth for Youth at Monroe, LA
Healthcare Opportunity Include:

• Psychologist – Full Time

We offer generous compensation and
a benefits package which includes:

• Yearly bonus

• Student Loan Assistance

• Medical, Dental, Vision, 401K and more.

“The Right People, Doing The Right Things,
Doing Those Things Right”

To apply visit www.correctcaresolutions.com  
or Email your resume to: 

aenglish@correctcaresolutions.com

EOE/M/F/Vet/Disability

until the summer of 2016.
 Last year, then-City Man-
ager Rashad Young included 
no funding for pools in his fis-
cal 2015 budget proposal. Ad-

vocates for Alexandria Aquat-
ics pressured city council and 
were able to secure $23 mil-
lion in the city’s 10-year capi-
tal plan. 
 Bill Rivers, chairman of the 
advocacy group, wants council-
ors to bring forward $2.3 mil-

WarWick 
FROM | 1

     COurTeSy PHOTO                                                                                                                 PHOTO/SuSan Hale THOmaS

Back in 2012, Warwick Pool was a hotspot for keeping cool in northern Alexandria (left), but it has been deserted since it was closed due to its disrepair (right). Local aquatics 
advocates hope city councilors will accelerate plans to renovate the pool so that it does not remain unaccessible to residents for two summers in a row.



WWW.AlEXTiMES.COM    April 2, 2015 | 7 

Alexandria Renew Enterprises cleans the dirty water that’s pumped to our major 
intercepting sewer lines from the smaller sewer lines owned and maintained by the City. 

Beginning in February and ending in July, we will perform preventive maintenance on the 
Potomac Interceptor by cleaning the pipes to ensure dirty water flows freely.  

Want to learn more? Visit us at www.alexrenew.com or call 703-549-3383.

AlexRenew customers...

It’s time
to clean the pipes.

Daniel Fairfax O’Flaherty dead at 89
longtime local judge  
spent 42 years on  
district court bench
By SuSan hale thomaS
 
 Former Alexandria Judge 
Daniel Fairfax O’Flaherty died 
last Thursday at his home in 
Rosemont at the age of 89.
 O’Flaherty served his coun-
try during World War II in the 
U.S. Army Air Forces and then 
served Alexandria in a vari-
ety of capacities for decades. 
He graduated in 1949 from 
George Washington University 
Law School and, at the age of 
27, O’Flaherty was elected to 
city council. In 1956, he was 
appointed judge to the General 
District Court, where he served 
for 42 years until his retirement 
in 1998.
 Retired Chief Judge Rob-
ert Giammatorio worked 
with O’Flaherty for a num-
ber of years: Giammatorio’s 
father George grew up with 
O’Flaherty, both attended 
George Washington High 
School and George Washing-
ton University Law School and 
both practiced law in the city.
 “At 5 or 6 in the morning, 
people would see Dan running 
from his home in Rosemont, 
down Russell Road and all the 
way to the courthouse on King 
Street,” Giammatorio said. 
“When we rebuilt the court-
house we had showers installed. 
He’d shower and put his robe on 
and go to work. In the afternoon, 
he’d do it all over again. He had 
a period where he’d bike, too. 
Lots of people would see him 
but weren’t sure who he was.” 
 Giammatorio said O’Flaherty 
was a “professional Irishman,” 
always in cahoots with his close 
friend Pat Troy and the Bally-
shaners, a group created in 1980 
to promote and preserve Irish 
heritage and responsible for the 
city’s annual St. Patrick’s Day 
parade.
 “Dan was often grand mar-
shal at the St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade and he stuck a shamrock 
on everyone,” Giammatorio 
said. “He didn’t care if you 

were Italian or Jewish.
 “The St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade became a great part of his 
routine. He judged the dog beau-
ty contest. He said to me, ‘What 
do I know about dogs? You 
know, Bobby, this is the tough-
est contest I’ve ever judged. This 
judging is much tougher than in 
the courtroom because the losers 
get really mad.’”
 Giammatorio said O’Flaherty 
was a wonderful man and a great 
judge who was loved by every-
one. Lawyers in the courthouse 
had a saying that O’Flaherty was 
the center planet of their uni-
verse.
 Longtime friend and Alex-
andria’s Irish stalwart Troy de-
scribed his first encounter with 
O’Flaherty. It was around the 
time that Troy had the idea to 
start a St. Patrick’s Day parade 
in Alexandria. He went to then-
Mayor Charles Beatley and 
asked him how he could make 
it happen.
 “Beatley said he’d bring his 
buddies to my restaurant later 
and we’d talk about it then,” 
Troy said. “In walked (former 
city councilor, mayor and U.S. 
Rep.) Jim Moran, Fire Chief 
Charlie Rule, Mayor Beatley 
and O’Flaherty. I don’t know 

who was over there running 
City Hall since they were all 
there in the restaurant.”
 It was 1980 and Troy enlist-
ed O’Flaherty to start a parade 
committee. The group felt the 
committee needed a name and 
O’Flaherty, the only one who 

knew any Gaelic, suggested 
they call it Ballyshaners.
 “What does that mean?” 
Troy asked at the time.  
 “It means Old Towners in 
Gaelic,” O’Flaherty said.
 “Now how perfect a name 
could that be!” Troy recounted. 
“He gave us the beautiful Gael-
ic name for our parade.”
 Troy put O’Flaherty and 
another resident in charge of 
judging the dog show. 
 “I thought it was funny 
— you know, here comes the 
judge,” Troy said. “The man 
was so Irish. The first time I saw 
him I thought he was the most 
impeccably dressed man. He sat 
down in my restaurant wearing 
a dicky bow and ordered a bowl 
of leek and potato soup.
 “I thought to myself, ‘Who 
wears a dicky bow?’ I asked 
him where he worked and he 
said, ‘Over at the courthouse.’ 
He wasn’t arrogant. He never 
said, ‘I’m a judge.’”
 Troy had fond memories of 
his friend, especially when it 
came to political advice.
 “I’ll always remember when 
I decided to run for politics,” he 

said. “I told O’Flaherty I didn’t 
want to run as a Democrat or a 
Republican, but I would run as 
an Independent.”
 Troy asked O’Flaherty for 
advice but he didn’t listen.
 “If you run as an Indepen-
dent you’ve got nothing,” Troy 
recalled him saying. “So I ran as 
an Indy and I get clobbered. He 
was right. It was a good laugh.”
 Troy said O’Flaherty’s pres-
ence will be missed throughout 
the city.
 “He was so proud of his 
[Ballyshaners] sash,” he said. 
“That smile on his face was 
radiant. He had a great happy 
laugh. It came from his heart.
 “There will never be another 
Judge O’Flaherty. He treated 
everyone the same. He made 
these huge decisions as a judge 
but he was a gentle giant. He 
was an institution for our city 
and he will never be forgotten.”
 O’Flaherty is survived by 
his wife Resa O’Flaherty and 
daughters Susan O’Flaherty 
Griffith and Lucelle O’Flaherty. 
His son, Daniel F. O’Flaherty 
Jr., died in January at the age 
of 63.

PHOTO/SuSan Hale THOmaS
Former Alexandria Judge Daniel Fairfax O’Flaherty evaluates par-
ticipants in the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade dog show in 2012. 
O’Flaherty, who came up with the name Ballyshaners for the group 
that organizes the event, died last week at the age of 89.
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the health care that they need.”
 Levine, who previously ran 
unsuccessfully for the open 8th 
congressional district seat in 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives last year, said he, too, 
wants to focus on education is-
sues in Richmond. Specifically, 
he wants to change the way 
Virginia evaluates schools in 
the annual Standards of Learn-
ing tests in a way that he said 
would remove the advantages 
that schools with higher income 
students have.
 “The idea is dynamic scor-
ing: you look at how students 
have achieved from year to year 
rather than at a static level of 
where they are [compared to 
a state benchmark],” Levine 
said. “I think it’s a fairer way 
to grade; I don’t think it costs 
anything, and it’s not really a 
liberal vs. conservative issue.”
 Levine said he also hopes 
to be able to expedite the con-
struction of the Potomac Yard 
Metro station. He said last 
year’s campaign was a learning 
experience that he hopes will 
serve him well in the run-up to 
the June 9 primary.

around the city. We spend more 
time in our cars and less time at 
our jobs.”
 Tong said he wants to lever-
age his expertise and passion 
for energy issues to help diver-
sify Virginia’s economy. In ad-
dition to serving as chairman of 
the local Democratic Party, he 
works at the Environmental De-
fense Fund, following a stint at 
the U.S. Department of Energy.
 “I believe we need sustain-
able energy development that is 
good for the environment and 
good for the economy, and I 
would like to bring these new re-
newable and alternative energy 
companies to Virginia,” Tong 

said. “It’s unfortunate: the City 
of Alexandria, Arlington and 
Fairfax County were all detri-
mentally impacted by the fed-
eral budget and sequestration.
 “But with the tech sector 
here, people have the skills to 
create new companies that can 
bring jobs here, and I think 
that’s starting.”
 Tong said he hopes to be 
able to use his own pragmatism 
to help finally bring Medicaid 
expansion to Virginia.
 “This has been a priority [for 
Democrats] for the past several 
years, and last year there was 
a budget impasse over it,” he 
said. “But more and more Re-
publican governors are starting 
to have it, and it’s important to 
stress that people are not getting 

delegate 
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“i believe we need sustainable 
energy development that is good 

for the environment and good for the 
economy, and i would like to bring these 
new renewable and alternative energy 
companies to Virginia.”
- clarence tong, democratic candidate for delegate
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 “I wouldn’t say I learned 
anything in terms of policy or 
my positions on things, and I 
love talking to people and talk-
ing to voters,” he said. “But 
there’s a lot of behind the scenes 
things like getting out mail 
pieces, hiring competent staff, 
raising money — the technical 
stuff that’s not fun.
 “Just the rules of campaign 
finance and that you have to get 
the bank account before you 
can set up a website; these are 
little things, but I had no idea 
last year, and that can affect 
how you run a campaign effi-
ciently and productively.”
 Geoff Skelley, a veteran an-
alyst for the University of Vir-
ginia Center for Politics, said 
with five relative political new-
comers in the race, it is hard to 
predict much of anything about 

the race, except that whoever 
wins likely will have a comfort-
able road to a November vic-
tory, given the district’s heavily 
Democratic population.
 “With five in the race, with 
low name recognition for some 
of them, if not all of them, I 
think it’s dangerous to make 
firm predictions about who is 
going to win such a contest,” he 
said. “There’s no obvious Don 
Beyer this year.”
 Skelley said each candidate 
likely has their own advantages 
and disadvantages, but its hard 
even to say whether Krupicka’s 
endorsement of Jakopic will 
give her too much of a bump.
 “At first glance, that might 
be an advantage, but I don’t 
know how much help it will be 
with four other people running,” 
Skelley said. “But I will say this: 
It’s tough to find little edges, but 
you can find certain ones for 
each person to some degree.”

One widow’s tale of taking 
over the family business

By terri Schlichenmeyer

 It’s supposed to go like this:
 You are born, you grow up, 
graduate from high school and 
then college. You fall in love, 
get married, have two-point-
five children and a mortgage 
with a two-car garage, you 
grow old, then you die. It’s sup-
posed to be like that.
 But, as they say, if you 
want to see God laugh, make 
plans — and in the new book 
“The Undertaker’s Wife” by 
Dee Oliver with Jodie Berndt, 
He surely saw plenty that was 
funny.
 Dee Oliver was destined to 
marry a wealthy doctor.
 Or at least that’s what she 
thought growing up in Virginia 
Beach. Doctors had money, 
and who doesn’t appreciate 
money? Plus, they were good 
with that in-sickness-and-in-

health stuff, and Oliver was 
not. A doctor, she decided, 
would be a perfect husband.
 And that was the plan — 
until Oliver met Johnnie.
 He was an older (35-year-
old) man, handsome and charm-
ing. He was also a funeral di-
rector and on their first date, 
he was on-call — which meant 
that before they reached their 
destination, they had to retrieve 
a corpse, which accompanied 
them on their evening.
 Still, Oliver fell in love and, 
though early on their romance 
was on-again-off-again, she 
married Johnnie, had three 
children, and they lived hap-
pily ever after.
 Almost.
 When Johnnie suddenly 
had a stroke and died, Oliver 
wasn’t sure what to do. She 
had only ever been an under-
taker’s wife and a mother, so 
she prayed about her dilemma 
— and then she found an appli-
cation for mortuary school in a 

pile of bills on Johnnie’s desk. 
God and Johnnie, she figured, 
were sending a message. She 
returned to school, got good 
grades, and eagerly anticipated 
her internship.
 And that, she thought, natu-
rally would be done at John-
nie’s family’s funeral home. 
Why not? She loved the staff, 
understood procedures, and 
knew the clientele — but John-
nie’s brother, the business’s 
new CEO, inexplicably sent 
Oliver packing. None of his 
nearest competitors would hire 
her, either.
 And so, with temporary li-
cense in hand and three daugh-
ters to feed, Oliver became 
“a widowed [Southern] white 
socialite working in an all-
black funeral home in a most 
definitely all-black neighbor-
hood…”
 Oh, how I loved this book. 
And oh, how I hated it.
 First of all, you can throw 
out every stereotype you’ve 

ever heard about funeral 
homes: there’s nothing at all 
morbid or stuffy in “The Un-
dertaker’s Wife.”    
 Author Dee Oliver (with 
Jodie Berndt) made me laugh 
again and again, in fact, and 
I was completely captivated 
by her amazement at the 
turns her neatly planned life 
took. There’s so much charm 
here, so much gratitude, and a 
much-needed change of heart 
inside an unusual story. 
 And yet, there’s the irritation. 
 Oliver leaves readers hang-
ing off the steepest of cliffs 
with no apologies, which al-
most made me regret this book 
— almost, but not enough to 
say it’s not worth reading, be-
cause it definitely is. 
 So look for it and hold the 
growls. Instead, do what I’m 
doing: wait for the sequel 
while you laugh with “The 
Undertaker’s Wife.” Just 
maybe, that’s how it’s sup-
posed to be.
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the BookWorm

There’s nothing morbid about ‘The Undertaker’s Wife’

“The Undertaker’s Wife” 
by Dee Oliver with 
Jodie Berndt
c.2015, Zondervan 
$15.99 / $19.99 Canada
224 pages
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Turning Back Time 

This week in 2008:
Trolley is free for customers, not for the city -
“As part of the city’s initiative to lure tourists into Old 
Town’s shops and restaurants in the wake of National Har-
bor’s development, the King Street Trolley officially kicked 
off its tireless existence Tuesday, chugging up and down 
King Street every 15 minutes.”

Bringing the subterranean to the surface:  
Anomalous and accessible, Art Whino repre-
sents the underground art scene - “Every time the 
air conditioner runs at the Art Whino gallery on St. Asaph 
Street, a few radiant works of art slump askew on the wall 
- a byproduct of the gallery’s building, which used to house 
the Alexandria Gazette’s printing press. Like its art the gal-
lery is a radical wallflower in an area saturated with classic 
art venues.”

My View: Thrill rides have no place on the potomac - 
“As your newspaper recently reported, the Seadog, a 
self-described thrill ride boat, is scheduled to begin 
operation from National Harbor on April 8. This speed-
boat, which can travel 35 miles an hour, is slated to race 
up and down the Potomac River nine hours a day, six 
days a week, until next October. We have seen nothing 
like this on the Potomac before — nor should we, for 
several important reasons.”
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Good Friday - april 3
7:15 a.m. Good Friday Service (Chapel) 
Noon Good Friday Service
Noon to 3:00 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth
7:00 p.m. Service of Lamentation 

 Holy Saturday - april 4
9:00 a.m. to Noon Walk the Labyrinth
10:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Day (Chapel)
7:00 p.m.   Great Vigil & Holy Baptism

EaStEr Sunday - april 5
7:30 a.m.*   9:00 a.m.*  (Historic Church)

9:00 a.m.* Family Easter Service (Auditorium)
Easter Egg Hunt in the Churchyard after the 9:00 a.m. service

11:15 a.m.*      5:00 p.m. (Historic Church)
* Childcare available     Service includes Choir

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here. 
118 N. Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.1450 X 125

www.HistoricChristChurch.org

taKE tHE JournEy  

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
Welcomes You 

GOOD FRIDAY ~ FRIDAY, APRIL 3
7:30 a.m.  Proper Liturgy for Good Friday

12:00-1:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, joint service at Christ Church
5:30 p.m.  Family Service  •  7:30 p.m.  Stations of the Cross

  HOLY SATURDAY ~ SATURDAY, APRIL 4
    12:00 p.m.  Holy Saturday Service in the Chapel

      7:30 p.m.  The Great Vigil of Easter

                     EASTER SUNDAY ~ SUNDAY, APRIL 5
                       6:45 a.m.  Sunrise Service at St. Paul’s Cemetery

                 7:45 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music
        9:00 a.m.  Family Service with Holy Eucharist,  

          Children’s Choir, and Brass
      11:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Choir and Brass

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

   Old Presbyterian Meeting House
   323 S. Fairfax St., Alexandria, VA 22314
   703.549.6670  ◆  www.opmh.org

Maundy Thursday
April 2
Service at 7 p.m.
Dinner at 6 p.m.

Good Friday
April 3
Service at noon

EASTER
April 5
Worship 
 at 8:30 & 11 a.m. 
 with brass 
 quintet

OPMH-Easter_Ad-AT.indd   1 4/1/15   11:03 AM

in AlexAndriA
Celebrate Easter Sunday with church services across the 

city at a number of convenient times and locations. 
All are welcome to commemorate this holiday.
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Shakespeare Theatre’s 
‘Man of la Mancha’ revival 
is stunning
By Jordan Wright

 Set Designer Allen Moyer’s 
two-story iron grid with drop 
down catwalk provides the 
stark background for Director 
Alan Paul’s revival of “Man 
of La Mancha” now playing at 
Shakespeare Theatre’s glamor-
ous Sidney Harman Hall.
 Set in a bleak Spanish prison 
during the time of the Inquisition, 
the beloved musical is loosely 
based on Miguel de Cervantes 
Saavedra’s 17th century neo-bi-
ography, “The Ingenious Gentle-
man Don Quixote of La Man-
cha” — a man known for tilting 
at windmills and spinning a tale 
or two, precisely what he must do 
to stay alive in this den of iniquity 
where prisoners become the mas-
ters of the Inquisition.  
 While awaiting their sen-
tences, Quixote’s fellow pris-
oners charge him with being 
an idealist and bad poet in their 
own mock trial. In order to spare 
his life and keep his only manu-
script of a play he has written, 
he cuts a deal with them. He 
will present his defense in the 
form of a charade, using his 
cellmates as the characters in an 

epic adventure of knights, wiz-
ards, warlocks and maidens.
 And in the way of that great 
Arabian storyteller, Schehe-
razade, who saved her own life 
with 1001 tales, he devises a 
play in which he is an old man 
on an indefinable. Including 
his fellow prisoners empow-
ers the lowly to dream beyond 
their dismal lives and achieve 
a modicum of dignity. Ever the 
optimist, Quixote insists, “Too 
much sanity may be madness.”
  Accompanied by his slight-
ly daft but ever-faithful squire 
Sancho Panza (Nehal Joshi), 
a veritable font of proverbs, 
Quixote (Anthony Warlow) 
soon engages the motley group 
in his life-affirming chimera. 
The hapless sidekick, with his 
charmingly goofy brand of 
loyalty, provides much of the 
show’s comic relief.
 Through his narrative, 
Quixote casts the rough-hewn 
Aldonza (played by the lovely 
and dulcet-voiced Amber Iman) 
as his fair maiden — saying, “A 
knight without a lady is like a 
body without a soul,” — and in-
sists on calling her Dulcinea, a 
name he invents to lend a softer 
side to her low birth.
 Iman, Warlow, Joshi, Mar-
tin Sola as the Padre and Rob-

ert Mammana as the Duke and 
Dr. Carrasco are all spectacular, 
and Iman and Warlow bring 
down the house with their solos. 
Combine that with the beauti-
ful partnership between lighting 
designer Robert Wierzel, who 
skillfully evokes the paintings of 
Goya and other Spanish masters 
of the period; costume designer 
Ann Hould-Ward, who plays on 
that dynamic; and choreogra-
pher Marcos Santana, who amps 
up the scenes with slapstick, 
sword fights and bench dancing.
 Composer Mitch Leigh and 
lyricist Joe Darion’s sweeping 
orchestration and 20 memo-
rable songs will thrill many. 
Iconic numbers like “The Im-
possible Dream,” “Dulcinea” 
and opening number “Man of 
La Mancha” are brought to life 
by an 11-member orchestra un-
der the deft direction of George 
Fulginiti-Shakar.
 This is a must-see produc-
tion of a must-see musical.

Through April 26 at the 
Shakespeare Theatre Compa-

ny’s Sidney Harman Hall at 
610 F St. N.W., Washington, 

D.C. For tickets and informa-
tion contact the box office at 
202-547-1122 or visit www.

shakespearetheatre.org.

Scene around toWn

A truly Quixotic adventure

PHOTOS/SCOTT SuCHman
Anthony Warlow and Nehal Joshi (middle) provide both pathos and hi-
larity as Don Quixote and Sancho in the Shakespeare Theatre Com-
pany’s production of “Man of La Mancha.” Jaile in a Spanish Inquisition 
prison (top), the duo enlists the help of cellmates like Amber Iman’s 
Aldonza to tell a tale of epic quests and adventure (bottom).
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each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walkers 
through 36 months) have fun in Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom. 
Playtime features a craft table, book 
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: American Legion, 400 
Cameron St., check in at museum first.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

now to april 12

WATER TAXI TO NATIONAL MALL 
During Cherry Blossom season, a 
30-minute direct water taxi takes 
visitors between Old Town and the 
National Mall. The boat docks at Ohio 
and West Basin Drive, S.W.
Time: Departing each day at 11:10 
a.m., 1:35 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Location: Potomac Riverboat Com-
pany, Alexandria waterfront
Information: www.potomacriver-
boatco.org

now to april 16

TREATY OF GHENT BALL 
DANCE CLASS In preparation for 
the Treaty of Ghent Ball on April 18, 
learn 18th-century English country 
dancing from expert dance instructors.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.
gadsbystavern.org

april 3-5

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
Children and families will hunt Easter 
eggs, have photos taken with the 
Easter Bunny, enjoy snacks, and make 
fun crafts to take home at Lee-Fendall 
House’s 16th annual Easter egg hunt. 
Tickets are $12 for ages 0-10, and 
$5 for all older children and adults. 
Reservations are encouraged.
Time: Friday 1 p.m., 3 p.m.; Saturday 
10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.; 
Sunday 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.

Location: Lee-Fendall House Mu-
seum & Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789, 
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org

april 4 - September 26

BASEBALL BOAT TO NATION-
ALS PARK Avoid the crowds and 
take a leisurely cruise from to Nation-
als Park along the scenic Potomac 
River for a select number of Wash-
ington Nationals home games. Boats 
returning to Alexandria depart 20 
minutes after final pitch.
Time: Nationals home games
Location: Alexandria Marina, 1 
Cameron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or  
www.baseballboat.com

april 4

UNDERWATER EGG HUNT 
Explore the water to find as many eggs 
as possible, some of which will have 
prizes. There will also be games, an 
Aqua Challenge inflatable and a visit 
from Alex the Bunny. Bring your own 
waterproof basket.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 
King St.
Information: 703-746-5553 or lind-
say.burneson@alexandriava.gov

april 5

TOPGOLF EASTER EGG HUNT 
TopGolf’s annual Easter egg hunt, includ-
ing photos with the Easter Bunny from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: 6625 S. Van Dorn St.
Information: www.topgolf.com/
kidzone

april 6

R.E. LEE CAMP DINNER Listen 
to speaker Billie Earnest discuss “The 
Life of George Pickett.” The real story 
of his life will be told; while on display 
will be many treasured items that once 
belonged to the General and his family.
Time: 6:15 p.m.
Location: American Legion Post 24 
Hall, 400 Cameron St.
Information: 703-299-1725 or www.
leecamp.org

april 7

EMANCIPATION COMES TO 
ALEXANDRIA This program contin-
ues Alexandria’s commemoration of 
the 150th anniversary of the American 
Civil War, and will focus on Alexandria 
becoming the capital of the Unionist 
government of Virginia and the actions 
then taken to ensure the emancipa-
tion of slaves in the City. Reservations 
suggested.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4536

JAZZ 4 JUSTICE The Alexandria 

Law Foundation and Northern Virginia 
Community College Jazz Ensemble 
presents the second Annual Jazz 4 
Justice concert. It benefits the chari-
table endeavors of the Alexandria Bar 
Foundation, Legal Services of Northern 
Virginia and the music scholarship 
fund at NOVA. Donations requested of 
$15 per person.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall and Arts Center, 4915 E. 
Campus Drive
Information: 703-548-1106 or 
alexbar@alexandriabarva.org

PERTH COLLEGE & AQUINAS 
COLLEGE MUSIC TOUR Hear 
the Perth College/Aquinas College 
concert band, choir and string orches-
tra in a free concert as they tour from 
Australia.
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-5592 or www.
alexandriava.gov/concerts

april 10-26

STUDENT ART EXHIBITION  
Del Ray Artisans and the T.C. Williams 
High School Art Department jointly 
present the 18th annual Student Art 
Exhibition. The exhibit will feature 
artwork from T.C. Williams High School 
students in grades 9-12.
Time: Thursdays and Sundays noon 
to 6 p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays noon 
to 9 p.m. 
Location: Del Ray Artisans, Nicholas 
A. Colasanto Center, 2704 Mount 
Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-402-4847 or 
hsshow@thedelrayartisans.org

april 11

FIREFIGHTING IN CIVIL WAR 
ALEXANDRIA WALKING TOUR 
The “We’ve Been Burned: Alexandria 
Firefighters During the Civil War” walk-
ing tour will explore firefighting during 
the Union occupation, visit the sites of 
four of the five firehouses and learn 
what happened if there was a fire in the 
occupied city.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

NATIONAL TARTAN DAY A 
celebration of National Tartan Day and 
Scottish-American heritage.
Time: 1:30 to 6 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 405-641-2441 or 
kathygarrity.nctdc@gmail.com

BEST BIB AND TUCKER BALL 
The first annual Best Bib and Tucker 
Ball, featuring champagne, wine, an 
oyster bar and hors d’oeuvres. Tickets 
cost $125 per person.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavernmu-
seum.us

The Odd Couple          4/25 - 5/16

The Odd Couple - LTA presents Neil Simon’s 
comedy classic with a twist! Unger and 
Madison are at it again — Florence Unger 
and Olive Madison, that is — a in Neil Simon’s 
hilarious contemporary comic classic. Come 
watch this time-honored comedy reinvented 
from a different perspective as the ladies take 
over the juicy roles of the 
famously mismatched 
couple to give this well-

known play a whole new life. Watch and laugh as 
this “odd couple” learn that friendship may have 
its ups and downs but in the end it overpowers 
all.  Warning — show contains adult language.

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

Coming soon

calendar 

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 
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STrAiGHT Up
TIME FOR HAPPY HOUR

www.bistrotroyal.com

bistrot Royal

Wine & Beer Specials
 Signature Cocktails

Happy Hour
Mon._ Fri.

5 _ 7 pm
Happy Hour

Tuesday_Friday
5:30 - 7pm

1201 N. royal St., 
alexandria, Va 22314

703.519.9110

Have you made it  
to Foster’s yet?

Why not try our
Happy Hour

7 days a week  
with specials on 
Beer and wings!

2004 Eisenhower Ave.  
Alexandria, VA 22314 

703.519.0055  
Independently Owned & Operated

to Advertise your 

RestauRant oR BaR’s 

HAPPY HOUR
Contact the  

Alexandria times  
703-739-0001 or 

sales@alextimes.com
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 “We’ve been really happy,” 
she said after the St. John the 
Paul the Great game. “We’ve 
got some really young, tal-
ented players and some older 
veterans and so it’s been a nice 
mix so far. I’ve been impressed 
with how they’ve executed 
what we’ve learned and put 
up a good fight. Two of our 
wins have been by one goal, so 
they’ve shown a lot of determi-
nation early on so we’re really 
excited about where we are.”
 The Maroon helped their 
cause earlier this year by 
spending a week during spring 
break at Disney’s Wide World 
of Sports complex in Orlando, 
Fla. It was a tough training 
camp for the squad — espe-
cially their new players — but 
Episcopal believe it has al-
lowed them to hit the ground 
running.
 “We usually do two or three 
sessions a day and then they 
get to go to the parks at night 
to hang out with their team-
mates,” McDowell said. “It’s 
a good way to start the season. 
We had some good scrim-
mages down there and again 
we have a bunch of freshmen 
on our team so it was good to 
have them get up to speed, just 
having a week down there just 
to focus on lacrosse.”
 “It was so fun; it’s definite-
ly a lot better than being here 

in preseason for a week,” se-
nior Meredith Sackett said. “It 
was definitely a lot of work, 
we had three-a-days, some-
times four-a-days, but it was 
clearly worth it with our team. 
We started putting in new de-
fenses just at the beginning, 
when we’d probably just be 
working on passing and catch-
ing last year.”
 The core of five seniors, 
which includes three defend-
ers who all played together 
last year, means there is plenty 
of leadership on the team. In 
addition, a group of talented 
freshmen have joined and en-
sured that the inevitable ros-
ter turnover has not been too 
problematic.
 “We definitely have a 
bunch of younger players and 
new players that are coming 
in, so I think it’s a lot due to 
the upperclassmen taking 
them under their wing, mak-
ing sure they know our play 
and how we as a team want to 
present our program,” Sackett 
said. “It’s definitely a lot due 
to those new players who’ve 
taken in and bought in to our 
team philosophies but it’s defi-
nitely an all-round effort. Our 
seniors have bought in and our 
chemistry is completely there 
and we never give up on each 
other.”
 The rivalry clash away to 

the unbeaten Saints beckons 
next for Episcopal, who en-
ter with a two-game winning 
streak and both their offense 
and defense looking strong 
based on the game against St. 
John Paul the Great. Sackett 
led the way with six goals 
to continue a strong start to 
her senior season before she 
plays Division III lacrosse for 
Sewanee: The University of 
the South, while the defense 
restricted a potent Wolves at-
tacking unit throughout.
 “We get really excited for 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes,” 
McDowell said. “They’re 
right across the street, they’re 
a big rival for Episcopal in all 
of our sports, so we get excit-
ed to play them every year. It’s 
a pretty unique opportunity to 
get to play such a great legacy 
team. We’re excited.”
 “We’re going to be there, so 
it’s definitely an adjustment, but 
I think this is the team to com-
pete against them the best,” se-
nior defender Izzy Farrell add-
ed. “I think we have a chance 
to rattle them and hopefully we 
have a good finish.”

Follow @AlexTimesSports 
on Twitter for updates from 

the SSSAS vs. Episcopal girls 
lacrosse game Thursday after-
noon. The match is scheduled 

for 4:15 p.m.

Our Savior Lutheran School
   Pre-K (age 4 by September 30th) through 8th grade

   

Thursday, April 23rd, 9 - 11 am and 6 - 8 pm

825 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204 • (703) 892-4846 • www.osva.org

• Extended day program available
• Small class sizes, diverse student body
• Christian education, fully accredited and licensed
• We start each day with The Pledge of Allegiance  
  and My Country ‘Tis of Thee

SPortS

On the 
right track
After a losing record in 2014, 
Episcopal girls lacrosse start 
new season positively
By chriS teale 

     

   In years past, members of 
the Episcopal girls lacrosse 
team might have been daunted 
by the prospect of facing their 
big rivals St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes. The Saints are ranked 
in the top 10 in the country by 
a number of outlets including 
Nike/Lacrosse Magazine and 
TopLaxRecruits.com, and beat 
the Maroon 17-3 in the corre-
sponding fixture last year.
 But with a record of 4-1 af-

ter going 2-15 in 2014, Epis-
copal has started brightly and 
can now look forward to their 
rivalry game on Thursday af-
ternoon with optimism. With-
in those four victories so far 
have been a 12-11 overtime 
win over Bishop O’Connell 
and a 16-5 decision over St. 
John Paul the Great Tuesday 
in a game truncated slightly 
by inclement weather and 
lightning in the area.
 For Ashley McDowell, the 
Maroon head coach, it is es-
pecially rewarding to see her 
side start so well after years of 
poor results.

PHOTO/CHriS Teale 

The Maroon prepare for a restart during their home game against St. John Paul the Great. Episcopal 
was victorious 16-5 over the Wolves to improve to 4-1.

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
 It’s time! A new shade 
from The Lamplighter can help.  
We can also reline or recover 
your old frame. 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
 It’s time! A new shade 
from The Lamplighter can help.  
We can also reline or recover 
your old frame. 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
 It’s time! A new shade 
from The Lamplighter can help.  
We can also reline or recover 
your old frame. 
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  The 2015 Alexandria Times 

Bridal Directory
 T wO MORE IssUEs ~ APRIl  16 •  MAY 21

Issues:
February 19

March 19
April 16
May 21

Total distribution:
19,311 copies

The 2015 Bridal 
Directory will run as a 

full-color spread in the 
Alexandria Times to 
bring local residents 

out to Alexandria’s 
finest specialty stores.

ReseRve YouR  
spot todaY!

11O South Pitt St., Alexandria, VA 22314 | alextimes.com

B ridal D irectory
AlexAndriA timeS 2015

Get a jump on spring wedding planning by reserving 
your space in the Times now for the bridal pages. 

“Black Friday” Holiday Shopping
Shop, dine & celebrate on Alexandria’s historic Main Streets

Alexandria “Black Friday” Features: Free Parking*, Early Openings, Deep Discounts
* Go to VisitAlexanriaVA.com for a list of free parking garages, shops with early hours and special discounts.

  

Large

MediumMedium

SmallPetite SmallPetite

Petite Petite

PetitePetite

Proudly Presented by:  Alexandria Chamber of Commerce • Alexandria Convention & Visitors Association • City of Alexandria • Old Town Boutique District

Bridal Shops • Tuxedo shops • Catering Services • Wedding planners
Wedding Sites • Bakeries • and more!

Prices include color. Take an  
additional 5% off when you  
prepay for your contract.

Receive a 10% discount 
when you advertise in  
all four issues.  

No other discounts apply. 

PeTiTe Small medium larGe

$90 ea. $160 ea. $310 ea. $460 ea.

2.3” x 2.5” 4.8” x 2.5” 4.8” x 5.3” 4.8” x 8”

contact: 
Alexandria Times

703-739-0001
www.alextimes.com

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise!
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april 12

MAD SCIENCE Explore where 
real science and mad science collide 
with 45 minute tours, which start 
every 30 minutes and feature historic 
medicines with surprising side ef-
fects. Upstairs, meet the Museum’s 
very own mad scientist bringing to 
life some crazy concoctions and the 
science behind them. Reservations 
recommended.
Time: 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

ARCHITECTURE TOUR OF OLD 
TOWN As a celebration of Virginia 
Architecture Week, local architects 
provide free walking tours through 
Old Town Alexandria. The tours will 
highlight the history of Alexandria as 
reflected through its architecture and 
urban design, showcasing examples 
from Georgian to Art Deco. Admission 
is free, reservations required.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: AIA Northern Virginia, 205 
S. Patrick St.
Information: www.aianova.org

april 15

SENIOR SERVICES SPEAKER 
SERIES April’s Speaker Series of 
Senior Services of Alexandria focuses 
on “Aging in Place: Services and In-
novative Programs.” Participants will 
learn about the latest in innovative 
housing solutions, programs, and 
services to help “age in place” safely 
in your home.
Time: 9:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Beth El Hebrew Congrega-
tion, 3830 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414, ext. 10. 
or www.seniorservicealex.org

april 16-19

SPRING BOOK SALE The Friends 
of the Beatley Central Library hold their 
Spring Book Sale. All items are $3 or 
less, unless specially marked.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Friday; 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday; 1 to 4:30 
p.m. Sunday
Location: Charles E. Beatley Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

april 18

EMANCIPATION LECTURE  
Tours of the 1825 house and grounds 
and a lecture at 2 p.m. by Char McCar-
go Bah on researching the life histories 
of enslaved African-Americans.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Huntley, 6918 
Harrison Lane
Information: 703-768-2525

TREATY OF GHENT BANQUET 
AND BALL A special evening in the 
year 1815 as the United States and 
Great Britain officially end aggres-
sions. Enjoy a period-inspired banquet 
and program with President James 
Madison and the first lady as well as 
members of his cabinet. Then move 
to the Ballroom for a festive evening 
of dancing. Black tie or 1815 attire 
encouraged. Tickets cost from $45 to 
$145 per person.
Time: 5:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

ALEXANDRIA HISTORIC 
HOMES & GARDEN TOUR 
Celebrating the 82nd anniversary 
of Historic Garden Week in Virginia, 
this tour features privately owned Old 
Town homes and gardens plus historic 
properties like the Lee-Fendall House 
Museum & Garden, Carlyle House 
Historic Park and George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon. Tickets are available at 
the Alexandria Visitors Center.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: www.vagardenweek.org

CARLYLE HOUSE GARDEN 
DAY HERB & CRAFT SALE 
Celebrate spring with the Friends of 
Carlyle House’s Annual Garden Day 
Herb & Craft Sale, where culinary and 
decorative herbs and plants will be 
available for purchase.
Time: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House Historic Park, 
121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997 or  
www.carlylehouse.org

NATURE CENTER OPEN 
HOUSE Celebrate Earth Day with 
educational exhibits on the animals 
that live at the nature center, animal 
feedings and short presentations.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Jerome “Buddie” Ford 
Nature Center, 5750 Sanger Ave.
Information: 703-746-5525 or  
majd.jarrar@alexandriava.gov

ANNUAL SPRING INVITA-
TIONAL CHEER COMPETITION 
Support youth cheerleading teams 
from neighborhood recreation centers 
and the metropolitan area. Tickets are 
available for purchase at the door the 
day of the event.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School 
Gymnasium, 3330 King St.
Information: 703-746-5402 or 
tamika.coleman@alexandriava.gov

EYES AND AGING A free seminar 
led by Timothy J. Schoen on retinal 
degenerative diseases and how to 
maintain eye health.
Time: Registration begins 9 a.m., 
seminar 10 a.m.
Location: NOVA Community College 
Alexandria Campus, Donald L. Bisdorf 
Building, Auditorium, Room AA196, 
5000 Dawes Ave.
Information: 410-423-0624 or 
kault@fightblindness.org
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Preston is a wonderful 
boy who LOVES to cuddle 
and snuggle with people.  
He just wants a forever 
home.  Is that with you?? 
Come get to know him on 
Saturday or Sunday from 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact 
King Street Cats. 

Purrrfect Preston 

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

How can you resist that face???
 Since I started writing this 
column in 2010, I often have 
taken the opportunity to urge 
my fellow pet parents to pay 
close attention to the way that 
we can positively and nega-
tively impact our pets’ health. 
I’ve encouraged you to exer-
cise your pets regu-
larly. I’ve lamented 
the pet obesity epi-
demic in our coun-
try. I’ve discussed 
how pet food qual-
ity can influence an 
animal’s health and 
longevity. I even 
have confessed to 
having an over-
weight hound at home.
 As is the case with most pet 
parents, I do my best. For years 
I’ve walked my dogs multiple 
times daily, have taken them to 
the vet for regular check-ups 
and have always looked out for 
their best interest. Despite my 
many attempts at earning the 
title of Pet Parent of the Year, 
my dog, Sox, the aforemen-
tioned heavy hound, is never 
as healthy as I would like her 
to be. Not even eight years old, 
Sox recently needed to have 
five fatty cysts removed from 
various parts of her torso.
 Petting her one night 
on the couch, I found the 
first cyst behind Sox’s right 
shoulder blade. It was quite 
large and highly concerning. 
I took her to the vet and he 
aspirated the cyst before con-
firming that it was benign. I 
was relieved but, before long, 
I found more cysts and began 
wondering why Sox had de-

veloped multiple fatty tumors 
seemingly overnight.
 Sox has since had all five 
tumors removed and, while 
her vet cannot tell me the ex-
act cause of the cysts, he in-
sisted that lean dogs do not 
suffer from the particular type 

of tumor she had 
on her back, a 
cyst that was at-
tached to the ad-
joining muscle, 
resulting in re-
moval of muscle 
tissue along with 
the tumor during 
her procedure.
 Despite the 

daunting incisions and her 
uncomfortable recovery, Sox 
has been in excellent spirits. 
She was ordered to rest for 
two weeks to allow both the 
wounds and the muscle to heal 
properly. She clearly misses 
her long walks and can’t wait 
to get out for a romp in the 
yard, but she has been eating 
and eliminating normally, has 
reacted well to all medications 
and is as happy as ever. I, on 
the other hand, remain con-
cerned.
 You see, Sox is on a pre-
scription diet for urinary tract 
health. If taken off her pre-
scribed kibble, Sox develops 
symptoms of a urinary tract 
infection and cannot control 
her bladder, making life very 
difficult for both her and us. 
Various vets have told me that 
Sox will have to be on a spe-
cial diet for the rest of her life. 
But, reading the ingredients, 
I know it’s not the best food 

on the market. As a matter of 
fact, I don’t trust it one bit.
 But I continue to feed her 
a prescription diet because 
the thought of having her 
constantly crated, wearing a 
diaper or in constant pain and 
discomfort makes me cringe. 
Whether I like it or not, the 
prescription food keeps Sox’s 
urinary symptoms under con-
trol and that’s good enough 
for me. 
 In monitoring her weight, 
I’ve realized that reducing 
the amount I feed Sox isn’t 
much help. She already gets 
less than the recommended 
feeding amount for a dog her 
size but continues to put on 
weight. Her vet recommended 
we ignore the feeding guide-
lines and further readjust the 
amount once she’s finished 
her regimen of antibiotics and 
pain meds. As we all know, 
the feeding guidelines on pet 
food are simply recommenda-
tions and may not be ideal for 
all pets at all times. We have 
been playing with portion sizes 
since she came into our lives 
and it appears we’ll be doing 
so for the rest of her days.
 Once she’s fully healed, I 
have committed to countering 
the effect of Sox’s question-
able food by walking her more 
often; I may even train her to 
jog with me. It won’t hap-
pen overnight and definitely 
will take time, but I refuse to 
have my dog anesthetized and 
cut open again as a result of 
something as manageable as 
her weight.
 I may not be able to find an 
alternative to her current diet 
but I certainly can make time 
to put her much-needed exer-
cise at the top of my to-do list. 
Knowing the many effects of 
pet obesity, I cannot in good 
conscience ignore these five 
cysts as the wake-up call they 
were meant to be.

The writer is the owner  
of The Wag Pack.

The problems of pet obesity 
Pet matterS

By Isabel Alvarez

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Kingstowne
Cat Clinic

5830 Kingstowne Center Dr.
Suite 120, Alexandria, VA 22315

(703) 922-8228 (9-CAT-CAT)
Fax: (703) 922-4064

www.kingstownecatclinic.com
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home oF the Week

at home

By marty roSS 

 Pergolas are classic gar-
den structures. They’re easy-
going, open-air architectural 
elements that bring the com-
forting embrace of an inte-
rior room into the garden, 
and define and distinguish an 
outdoor space. A pergola is an 
irresistible destination, an un-
failingly nice, lightly shaded 
place to sit and take the air.
 James Van Sweden, a land-
scape architect and designer 
whose naturalistic work cap-
tures much of modern Ameri-
can garden style, calls arbors, 
pergolas, trellises and garden 
pavilions the “icing on the 

cake after the hard work of 
planning, building and plant-
ing a garden.” 
 A well-made and properly 
proportioned pergola adds 
“drama in the midst of re-
pose,” he says.
 Katherine Brooks, a gar-
den designer in Richmond, 
Va., added a pretty pergola to 
the front of her home, instant-
ly setting the vintage ranch 
house apart. The structure ex-
tends all the way across the 
front of the house, over a new 
porch where there had been 
none. Instead of a brooding 
brow of a roofline, the pergo-

SEE PergolaS | 21

 From the striking two-sto-
ry foyer with clean modern 
lines to the gleaming hard-
wood floors, stone fireplaces 
and fresh designer paint col-
ors, the dramatic features of 
this home set the tone. 
 The main living areas are 
artistically presented in an 
open and versatile layout with 
great wall space for your art 
collection. The three-sided 
sun room offers an indoor 
retreat that allows nature in, 
while the gourmet kitchen 

features high end exotic gran-
ite counters, a center island 
and an adjacent morning 
room. Custom light fixtures, 
handsome finish selection and 
quality construction add to 
the allure of this home. 
 Upstairs are four bed-
rooms, including the master 
suite with a cathedral ceil-
ing, spa-like bathroom, sit-
ting room and a private roof-
top deck. The third loft-level 
suite is multi-purpose, while 
outside you can commune 

with nature in the fenced 
backyard. 
 This sumptuous retreat 
is located just five minutes 
from Old Town with easy ac-
cess to Reagan National Air-
port and the Mount Vernon 
Trail’s bicycle and jogging 
paths. The possibilities for 
a quality lifestyle in this ap-
proximately 3,600-square-
foot home are endless and 
every inch is sure to impress 
even the most discerning 
purchaser.

A custom modern rendition of  
a classic Colonial home

At a Glance:
Address: 6412 Wood Haven Road, 
Alexandria, VA 22307
price: $1,124,900
Style: Custom three-level transitional

Built: 1997
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3.5
parking: 2-car garage 
Contact: Janet Price, McEnearney Associates, 
703-960-5858 or jprice@mcenearney.com PHOTOS/mCenearney aSSOCiaTeS

A striking modern twist in a comfortable and spacious dining room.

PHOTO/marTy rOSS
A pergola at the western corner of this home accomplishes the work of an eave or a porch roof, protecting 
the rooms inside from bright light. Impatiens and boxwoods thrive in the dappled light in the flower bed next 
to the house. 

Get stylish 
with pergolas

There are plenty of transitional open spaces behind this classic facade.
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To the editor:
 Who would have thought 
that a single individual taking 
a stand for the First Amend-
ment would prompt Alexan-
dria to remove a 50-year-old 
ordinance from the books? 
But that is what happened — 
and it’s a victory for every-
one’s free speech rights and 
everyone’s right to sell their 
car without ridiculous restric-
tions on advertising.
 For those new to the story, 
before last month, it was il-
legal in Alexandria to have a 
“For Sale” sign displayed on 
your parked car. The law has 
been on the books since 1963, 
allowing for city officials 
to ticket and collect fines of 
up to $100 for each offense. 
Unfortunately, this happened 
to me in early 2012, as I fell 
victim to a ticket for violating 
a law that I didn’t even know 
existed. 
 Feeling that my First Amend-

ment rights were being vio- 
lated, I filed a lawsuit against 
the city last October.
 In response, city council 
has now unanimously voted 

to repeal this ill-conceived 
law that had been trapping un-
aware Port City residents for 
the last half-century. My law-
yers at the Pacific Legal Foun-
dation, who took this case 
without charge, discovered 
that over the past five years, 
more than 700 citations were 
doled out, resulting in more 
than $28,000 in fines for the 
city. In other words, a ticket 
was written almost every two 
and a half days to unsuspect-
ing residents like me.
 I grew up thinking that be-
ing able to advertise, as long 
as the advertisement contained 
truthful information, was a per-
son’s right. It is a form of free 
speech, after all.
 Alexandria was not, and 
is not, alone in this practice. 
Other local governments and 
even some of our nation’s 
courts have forgotten that free 

our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson
 Trust and understanding between law enforcement 
officers and some of the communities they serve has 
plummeted in recent years. We all have seen the tele-
vised footage of protests, rioting and crime scenes. 
We are collectively searching for ways to ease this 
tension.
 One idea that’s being touted by Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Bryan Porter is for the city to hire a com-
munity prosecutor. This person would reach out to 
and get to know people in our various neighborhoods, 
educate residents on how the legal process works and 
collaborate with police data analysts to identify prob-
lems and find proactive ways to stop criminal activity.
 The idea behind the position is that by having a 
prosecutor out in the community, the level of trust 
would rise, more people would cooperate with crimi-
nal investigations and, through the use of tools like 
code enforcement and civil injunctions, some crime 
might be thwarted before it’s committed. If success-
ful, this could make a big difference in Alexandria.
 The price tag for this position would be steep — 
almost $400,000 for two years. Paying for a position 
like this right now out of our tight city budget, where 
supposed priorities like affordable housing continue 
to be neglected, is not advisable. But Porter has re-
ceived city council’s blessing to apply for a federal 
grant that would fund the position for two years.
 If federal dollars can be obtained, it would afford 
the city an opportunity to give the post a two-year tri-
al. Porter hopes to be able to produce a few “success 
stories” where the community prosecutor’s actions 
helped reduce crime — rather than simply prosecute 
violations — to justify an extension of the grant.
 Like many proposals for government programs, 
this one sounds good. But, ultimately, no govern-
ment program is free. They’re paid for out of feder-
al, state and local taxes that come out of Alexandria 
residents’ paychecks and investments or are added to 
their purchases.
 It’s ultimately up to all Alexandrians, and the offi-
cials we elect to represent us, to consider this program 
among all of the competing budgetary proposals and 
decide whether it warrants a permanent place in our 
budget.
 Fortunately, that’s a fiscal can the city can kick 
down the road for at least two years. In the interim, 
let’s hope Alexandria is awarded a grant and gets to 
hire a community prosecutor. Then, we’ll have two 
years to see if this particular approach is worthwhile.

if federally funded,  
community prosecutor post 
warrants a trial

your Views
repeal of ‘For Sale’ sign ban is common sense
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For sellers, 
being able to 

advertise might be 
just as important 
as being able to 
express support for 
a political candidate, 
to proselytize 
a religion or to 
express an opinion 
on public policy. 
Freedom to do these 
other things is 
important too, but 
they can’t put bread 
on the table.”



WWW.AlEXTiMES.COM    April 2, 2015 | 19 

To the editor:
 Last week, the Alexan-
dria Council of Human Ser-
vice Organizations released 
a new report, “Meeting 
Needs Today: A Needs As-
sessment of the Alexandria 
Human Services System,” 
an update of the last needs 
assessment in 2008. This 
is the second in a series 
of studies commissioned 
by ACHSO following last 
year’s “Return on Invest-
ment: Alexandria Nonprofit 
Impact Report.” Both stud-
ies can be downloaded at 
www.achsova.org.
 “Meeting Needs Today” 
provides a snapshot update 
of impressions regarding 
the state of Alexandria’s hu-
man services system — ser-
vices, service gaps and ser-
vice improvements — since 
the last needs assessment. 
The research model in-
cluded formal focus groups 
and a broadly disseminated 
survey to determine access 
to services and information, 
barriers to progress and rec-
ommendations for future 
direction. The report pro-
vides important informa-
tion to residents and policy 
makers about the challeng-
es faced by children, youth 
and families in the city in 

hopes of strengthening sup-
port for a stronger and more 
robust support system in 
Alexandria.
 The study outlines five 
major areas that repeat-
edly were noted by those 
interviewed and surveyed. 
These key issues are:
1. Development of more af-

fordable housing.
2. Early intervention for 

physical and behavioral 
health and development 
issues in youth.

3. Bridging the informa-
tion gap for non-English 
speakers and, more spe-
cifically, immigrants who 
also cannot read or write 
in their native language.

4. Bridging the eligibility 
gap between subsidy lev-
els and income needed to 
afford the market cost of 
services.

5. Enhancing nonprofit ad-
vocacy — particularly at 
the local and state levels.

 The report provides next 
step recommendations in 
hopes of inspiring commu-
nity engagement and action 
to more effectively address 
the needs and issues noted 
in the report. ACHSO will 
continue efforts to raise 
awareness throughout the 
community and engage 

stakeholders in further dis-
cussions to this end.
 ACHSO was launched 
in 2006 as a joint initiative 
of ACT for Alexandria and 
the City of Alexandria’s 
Department of Commu-
nity and Human Services 
to bring city and nonprofit 
organization leaders togeth-
er to network, collaborate, 
share best practices and 
leverage resources. Work-
ing together has proven 
invaluable for creating an 
innovative and integrated 
approach to providing im-
portant human services to 
residents.
 I hope you will read the 
report, share it with oth-
ers and let decision mak-
ers know the importance 
of providing necessary 
resources to those who 
are most vulnerable in 
our community. As W. H. 
Auden once remarked, “We 
are all here on earth to help 
others; what others are here 
for, I don’t know.” Your 
support of ACHSO’s work 
and that of the city and non-
profit providers will make a 
difference. 

- John Porter
Co-convener, Alexandria 

Council of Human Service 
Organizations

A roadmap to more effective city 
support services

Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 As with most things in Al-
exandria, history is relevant to 
understanding the future. We are 
in the process of commemorat-
ing the former Parker-Gray High 
School this month, which was 
desegregated in 1965, and at the 
same time, we are discussing the 
future of T.C. Williams, the high 
school formed out of 
that process.
 In March, at our an-
nual joint budget meet-
ing between city coun-
cilors and school board 
members, the topic of 
a second high school 
came up while discuss-
ing the capital improve-
ment plan. Currently, 
T.C. Williams, Alexan-
dria’s only public high school, is 
at capacity. There are more than 
1,000 students in ninth grade, 
split between the Minnie Howard 
and the main King Street campus-
es, and there are more than 3,500 
students already located on King 
Street. Long range planning pro-
jections see the high school con-
tinuing to grow to a point where 
soon students will not fit in the 
buildings.
 The history of high schools in 
Alexandria is entrenched in tradi-
tion and social politics. T.C. Wil-
liams opened in 1965 as Alexan-
dria’s third public high school. 
In 1971, T.C. Williams became 
Alexandria’s only public senior 
high school, after a voluntary in-
tegration plan was implemented 
by the school board based on U.S. 
Supreme Court rulings. Francis 
C. Hammond and George Wash-
ington were the other former high 
schools involved in the three-
school consolidation. They now 
serve the city’s rapidly growing 
middle school population.
 In January 2004, the school 
board approved a plan to build 
an entirely new T.C. Williams at 
the existing location to provide 

more space based on enrollment 
demands. The new building 
opened in 2007 but by 2017, it 
will not be able to house what 
is the current middle school 
population. School board mem-
bers have proposed a solution 
to build 20 classrooms onto the 
current Minnie Howard campus 

to accommodate new 
students. To date, city 
council has not fund-
ed the planning of 
that project in fiscal 
2016 and the planned 
building expansion 
in 2017. If we are to 
accommodate our 
growing numbers, we 
need to build these 
classrooms.

 The school board is also 
looking beyond our 10-year 
capital plan to plot out capacity 
for 15 and 20 years out in the fu-
ture. The joint city and schools 
Long Range Educational Facili-
ties Plan, due out in April, will 
allow us to do this with data and 
school building analysis. At the 
very least, this will give future 
school boards the ability to ana-
lyze needs against a flexible plan 
for our city.
 Finally, the school board is 
starting the redistricting process 
in order to balance the neighbor-
hood enrollment numbers, al-
though it will not solve the city’s 
overall capacity crunch. 
 In the past, desegregation and 
civil rights shifted our popula-
tions. Today, our city’s student 
population is international, dy-
namic and diverse. We embrace 
our past and learn from it. At the 
same time, we look with pride at 
how it is shaping our youth into 
culturally competent people, fit 
to tackle whatever the past may 
throw at them in the future.

 
The writer is the chairwoman of 

the Alexandria City School Board.

City leaders must fund  
school capacity needs

Karen Graf

speech is essential to free 
enterprise. The ability to 
express truthful informa-
tion to potential custom-
ers is not universally, or 
even consistently, pro-
tected around the country, 
nor even across Virginia. 
I would suggest, however, 
that it should be protect-
ed just as other forms of 
speech are protected. Be-
ing able to communicate 
freely with potential cus-
tomers is essential. For 
sellers, being able to ad-

vertise might be just as im-
portant as being able to ex-
press support for a political 
candidate, to proselytize a 
religion or to express an 
opinion on public policy. 
Freedom to do these other 
things is important too, but 
they can’t put bread on the 
table.
 I am so grateful to the 
liberty-loving attorneys at 
Pacific Legal Foundation, 
as well as to the fine at-
torneys at Holtzman Vogel 
Josefiak PLLC. Thanks to 
their efforts, Alexandria 
has seen fit to do the sen-
sible thing and repeal this 

poorly thought-out law. I 
applaud the city for doing 
what is right for Alexan-
drians but if the city wants 
to continue in this vein, it 
might consider repealing 
other freedom-squelching 
laws. For example, another 
part of the same law that 
prohibited my “For Sale” 
sign makes it illegal to do 
maintenance on your own 
vehicle if parked on the 
street. So be careful out 
there, especially if you 
have to change a headlight 
or replace an air filter.

- Scott Roy McLean
Alexandria

Sign Ban 
FROM | 18
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don’t know Metroway’s 
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ne of the truly great 
houses of Alexandria 
is the large residence 

at 301 S. St. Asaph St., which 
is best associated with the pro-
longed visit of Gilbert du Mo-
tier, the celebrated Marquis 
de Lafayette, in the winter of 
1824.  Despite its meticulous 
symmetry and carefully ex-
ecuted architectural detail, seen 
in this view of the house that 
was taken in about 1940, it was 
mired in controversy soon after 
it was built in 1815.
 The structure was construct-
ed for the prosperous merchant 
Thomas Lawrason, the partner 
of William Fowle, who oper-
ated a store under their joint 
names for fine foods, drinks 
and housewares. Lawrason had 
engaged a Union Street carpen-
ter named Charles Norris to in-
stall windows in the structure, 
and apparently suspected that 
the window frames had been 
recycled from another building. 
To counter this suspicion, Nor-
ris published a public notice 
in December 1816 stating that 
inaccurate “false and malicious 
reports” about his exorbitant 
fees, use of secondhand build-
ing materials and negligent use 
of materials furnished by the 
owner of the house were be-
ing spread about the city to try 
to destroy his reputation and 
“good name.”  His claim ap-
pears to have settled the mat-
ter, as there was no apparent 
response. Lawrason died just 
three years later and the dwell-
ing then passed to his wife.
 Despite the somewhat ques-
tionable circumstances of its 
construction, even early in its 

life the house was recognized 
as one of the finest in Alexan-
dria. In 1824, Lawrason’s wid-
ow granted a request to make 
the dwelling the temporary res-
idence of the Marquis during 
his planned visit to the city later 
that year.  In recognition of his 
service to the United States, 
Lafayette had been invited by 
President James Monroe and 
Congress to celebrate the up-
coming 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the United States 
of America. Years earlier, as 
U.S. Minister to France, Mon-
roe had tried to assist Lafayette 
and his family when they were 
imprisoned for several years 
after the tumultuous years fol-
lowing the French Revolution.  
 Lafayette arrived in New 
York in August 1824 with 
his son Georges Washington, 
named for his close friend and 
father figure, and his personal 
secretary Auguste Levasseur. 
Initially he expected to stay 
in America for about four 
months, but due to the lav-
ish welcomes he received in 
each city during his tour of the 
states, the trip lasted nearly a 

year-and-a-half.  Here in Al-
exandria, then a part of Wash-
ington, D.C., Lafayette was 
welcomed through a grand cer-
emonial archway erected in his 
honor, while local children lay 
roses on the streets leading to 
his temporary home at 301 S. 
St. Asaph St.  Heralding his ar-
rival, a banner over the arched 
doorway read, “A country can 
be free if she wills it.”
 Once ensconced in his 
residence, he was feted at a 
non-stop series of balls and 
receptions held throughout the 
town.  Lafayette’s popularity 
was such that a never-ending 
series of souvenirs was pro-
duced to commemorate his 
visit, prompting Alexandria’s 
notable schoolmaster, Ben-
jamin Hallowell, to pen this 
whimsical poem just after his 
own wedding held during the 
Frenchman’s sojourn:
 “Each lover of liberty surely 
must get/Something in honor of 
Lafayette./There’s a Lafayette 
watch-chain, a Lafayette hat/A 
Lafayette this and a Lafayette 
that:/But I wanted something 
as lasting as life/And took to 
myself a Lafayette wife.”
 Although unknown to the 
Hallowells, the very next day, 
Lafayette visited the home 
next door to the newlyweds 
on Oronoco Street. In passing, 
he tipped his hat to Benjamin 
and his new bride Margarette 
without ever knowing that only 
a day before, the lady was de-
clared the ultimate Lafayette 
souvenir.

Out of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria.

last Week 
Should Norfolk Southern expand its ethanol facility 
on the West End?

This Week 
What do you think of the newly proposed community 
prosecutor position?

Weekly Poll

A. it’s an innovative way to modernize the local prosecutor’s office.
B. it will do little to curb incidents of crime.

out oF the attic

West End resident writes:
 I wouldn’t worry about Po-
tomac Yard Metro. The money is 
there and the planning is coming 
along — every stage of the pro-
cess complements each other.
 Further, Metroway and Me-
trorail are complementary, not 
competing transit services. Me-
trorail provides regional acces-
sibility to points elsewhere in 
Virginia, D.C. and Maryland. 
Metroway provides sub-city lev-
el access to eastern Alexandria, 
such as local circulation among 
the Potomac Yard, Parker Gray, 
and Del Ray neighborhoods. 
Riders in that category may use 
it as feeder service to and from 
Metorail, but also to future de-
velopments in the Potomac Yard 
corridor, most notably the fu-
ture Potomac Yard North parcel, 
presently home to the Target, 
Shoppers, etc.
 The advantage of Metroway 
is its lower capital costs, which 
means you can build the thing 
quicker and cheaper than new 
Metrorail trackage, as well as 
lower operating costs, so it’s 
easier to ramp up frequencies if 
need be.
 I’m sure the same critics of 
Metrorail said the same thing 
about the system when it was 
being built (not enough riders, 
just use the money on roads and 
parks), but look at it now. It’s now 
completely integral to the local 
transit network. Alexandria’s BRT 
network (including West End cor-
ridor and Duke Street corridor) 
will become integral to city transit 
as well.

A temporary home for a revolutionary hero

O
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april 21

HOMESCHOOL DAY: HONOR-
ING THE PAST Join the Director of 
the Alexandria Black History Museum 
as she takes you through the 20-year 
process from rediscovering to reopen-
ing and remembering the Alexandria 
Contrabands and Freedmen Cemetery. 
Tickets are $8 per child, adults free.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
historicalexandria.org

april 22

SPRING2ACTION Alexandria’s 
Giving Day, a 24-hour online event 
that provides a simple way to connect 
donors to the charitable causes they 
care about most and encourages them 
to take action.
Time: All day
Location: www.causetown.org/
spring2action
Information: www.actforalexandria.org

april 23

COMING BACK TO THE HOOP 
FILM SCREENING Join the Alex-
andria Film Festival at a screening of 
“Coming Back to the Hoop”, winner 
of the 2014 Audience Award. The film 
chronicles a local Alexandria woman as 
she returns to play competitive basket-
ball after a 40-year hiatus. A questions 
and answer session with film star and 
director, Jane Pittman, follows after the 
screening. Admission is free.
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St
Information: www.alexandriafilm.org

april 24

MAKE A SPLASH Bring the whole 
family to Family Fun Nights for swim-
ming and fun for all ages on Friday 
evenings. Pool games include beach 
ball relays, water basketball, diving for 
prizes and fun on the ‘Aqua Challenge’ 
floating obstacle course. Admission is 
$4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 
King St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/c/1028

april 25

MSA PERFORMS LA FILLE MAL 
GARDEE Metropolitan School of the 
Arts’ (MSA), pre-professional ballet 
company of Lorton, Va. will perform the 
comedic, family-friendly spring ballet, 

La Fille Mal Gardée. Tickets are $7 for 
ages 9 and younger and $10 for ages 
10 and older.
Time: 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Location: George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: 703-339-0444 or www.
metropolitanarts.org

ALEXANDRIA EARTH DAY A pro-
gram that includes children’s activities, 
exhibits by community groups, food 
and tree sales, recycling, Arbor Day 
tree planting and a musical perfor-
mance.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Ben Brenman Park, 4800 
Brenman Park Dr.
Information: 703-746-5418

april 26-29

MOROCCAN ARTISANS SHOW-
CASE A celebration of Moroccan 
culture with a multi-day festival featur-
ing vendor sales, food, music and 
entertainment.
Time: Sunday 1 to 8 p.m., Monday to 
Wednesday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 202-297-0445

april 28

IDENTITY THEFT: WHO’S GOT 
YOUR NUMBER? Protect yourself 
from identity theft and learn what to 
do if you’re a victim of fraud in this 
seminar presented in partnership with 
CommonWealth One Federal Credit 
Union. Free.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: www.alexandria.lib.
va.us or 703-746-1751

april 29

ROBUST WALKATHON An event to 
raise funds for the Successful Aging 
Committee. Participants will alternate 
walking with exercise stations on the 
walking trail around the lake.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Ben Brenman Park, 4800 
Brenman Park Drive
Information: 703-746-5429 or mar-
garet.orlando@alexandriava.gov

april 30

CIVIL WAR LECTURE “The Meaning 
of Freedom in the Aftermath of Slavery, 
1865-1867” by Leslie Rowland of 
the University of Maryland. Drawing 
from the work of the Freedmen and 
Southern Society Project (FSSP) at the 
university, Dr. Rowland will discuss the 
aspirations of former slaves follow-
ing the end of the Civil War and their 
struggle to make freedom a reality.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

PHOTO/marTy rOSS
Pergolas cast magnificent, graphic shadows as the sun moves across 
the beams and crosspieces.

PergolaS 
FROM | 17

calendar 
FROM | 15

la’s open architecture is gra-
ciously welcoming. It shades 
the new porch lightly, frames 
the bright pink front door and 
reveals something of the out-
going spirit of the enthusias-
tic gardener who lives within.
 A gardener in Williams-
burg, Va., recently worked 
with garden designer Joe 
Hertzler on a freestanding 
pergola to provide an inviting 
destination in the backyard. 
Flowering vines clamber up 
the posts, and the only furnish-
ing is a porch swing, heaped 
with cushions, hung from stout 
beams under the peaked roof. 
Eventually, the vines will pro-
vide dappled shade under the 
structure, but until they do, the 
crosspieces of the pergola cast 
graphic shadows on the grass. 
It’s as pretty from across the 
yard as it is when you’re sit-
ting under it.
 Whether a pergola is at-
tached to a house or set out in 
the more open context of the 
garden, its style and construc-
tion should suit the architec-
ture of the home and should be 
in scale with its surroundings, 
says Bob Schaffer, owner of 
Nantucket Trellises in Down-
ers Grove, Ill. Plan ahead, he 
says, “and think about where 
you like to entertain, where 
does the sun come up and go 
down.” 
 If the pergola will cover a 
patio, the patio has to be big 
enough to support it grace-
fully. Schaffer prefers for the 
posts of the pergola to rest on 
the patio, not outside it, so the 
pergola and patio look like 
one unified concept.
 Scale is important, espe-
cially if you have in mind that 
the pergola will shelter a din-
ing table and chairs. 
 “The whole outdoor fur-
niture industry thinks big, 
and before you know it, your 
space will be filled,” Schaf-
fer says. If you favor outdoor 
sofas, lounge chairs and con-
versational seating, rather 
than cute bistro sets, it might 
be a good idea to shop for the 
furniture before you define 

the dimensions of your patio 
and pergola.
 Schaffer likes to position 
the beams (or purlins, as the 
crosspieces are called), to 
cast interesting shadows as 
the sunlight moves across 
the garden. If you need more 
shade, a length of shade 
cloth (available from garden 
shops) stretched over the 
pergola will soften the light 
without turning the shelter 
into a dark closet. Annual or 
perennial vines (roses come 
to mind, of course, but morn-
ing glories, gourds and strik-
ing purple hyacinth beans 
are all good choices) will 
also cover a pergola and cre-
ate dappled light.
 Graceful proportions are 
critical, Schaffer says. A 
comfortable height for the 
header that supports the pur-
lins is seven to eight feet, he 
says. Plans and designs for 
weekend gardeners usually 
show pergolas with an eight-

foot clearance under the pur-
lins. Internet resources for 
do-it-yourself pergola proj-
ects show plans with purlins 
spaced between six and 12 
inches apart; you’ll want to 
test this on your own struc-
ture to decide what looks best 
in your setting.
 Before you get started, 
check local codes to make sure 
the structure you’re adding 
complies with building and 
setback requirements. Pro-
fessional builders will know 
whether a permit or variances 
are required, but if you’re tak-
ing on the project yourself, it’s 
best to check with permit de-
partments while you’re still in 
the planning stage.
 Pergolas shape the experi-
ence of a garden, frame views 
in interesting new ways and 
create intimate spaces. It’s a 
pretty neat trick for structures 
that don’t really enclose any-
thing: They just open up new 
possibilities.
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ACrOSS

1 Brief quarrel
6 Some Morse code sounds
10 Unit of loudness
14 Ottoman title (var.)
18 Windblown
19 Jacob’s twin brother, in the Bible
20 Beat decisively
21 Hard punch
22 Deceptive pitch
24 Alert
26 “Have some”
27 It makes silk pink
28 Toys with tails
30 He took two tablets
31 Gets going after a crash
33 ___ one’s time (was patient)
34 Some rodents
35 Type of sea bird
36 Bluefins
37 Kimono wearers
40 Lose one’s footing
43 Billiards game
45 ___ out (decline)
46 Kind of phone
47 Kind of flush
49 River to the Missouri
50 Vice president under Jefferson
51 Campus VIP
52 Musketeer weapon
53 Bering or Caspian
54 ___ Minor
55 Loosen, as laces
57 Articulates
61 One way to be responsible
63 Fancy pitcher
65 Dismiss with disdain
66 Sound of thunder
67 Went up, as a mountain
70 Nonverbal

72 Sum
76 Toy boat setting
77 D.C.’s Constitution, e.g.
79 Grinding tooth
81 Common hound handle
82 Quarters by the road
83 Chop finely
86 Fire
87 Accomplishment
88 Psychoanalysis subject
89 Party hard
91 Ratify
93 Seedless mandarin orange
95 Knotty swellings
96 “To ___ is human ...”
97 Land measure
98 Parts of some portfolios
99 Most cautious
103 They sing near sopranos
105 Its capital is Nairobi
106 Like many floors
107 Cool
109 Colorful ammo
111 Tenpins need
114 Trig function
115 Opera solo
116 Concerning the congregation
117 Fatal
118 Units of work
119 Hasenpfeffer, e.g.
120 “Cogito ___ sum”
121 Contents of some urns

DOWN
1 Salvaging aid
2 Extract through use of a solvent
3 Behavioral quirk
4 Chinese, e.g.
5 Casual spectators
6 Mazar and Thomas

last Week’s Solution:

W
ee

k
ly

 W
or

d
s

7 Wise ___ owl
8 “2001” nemesis
9 Bummed
10 Expresses displeasure
11 Put an edge on
12 Double-play pair
13 Mathematician’s ordinal
14 High monks
15 Horticulturist’s building
16 Bugs Bunny’s home
17 Cobblers’ tools
18 Barely get (with “out”)
23 Superlative finale
25 Internet messages
29 Its license plates say  
  “Famous potatoes”
32 Parts of parks, sometimes
33 Military troop increases

34 Lifer’s dream
36 Fragrant hybrid bloom
37 Type of plum
38 Showery month
39 Like some cats
40 Common houseplant
41 Gobs
42 Crew member
44 Low in pitch
46 PC “brain”
48 Hither’s partner
50 The sun, essentially
56 Lamb’s mama
58 Cashew, e.g.
59 Disintegrates
60 Joins up
62 Meal starter
64 Japanese protein source
66 Noted New York hotel
67 Secretly watches
68 Latin-American dance
69 Footnoting, e.g.
70 Characteristic carrier
71 Pie ___ mode
73 Wedding cake layer
74 First man
75 Parking place
78 “___ Las Vegas”
80 Some ballot items
84 Vatican dogma
85 Black
89 “Back Street” novelist Fannie
90 Available, in a way
92 Iceboxes
94 British biscuits
98 Contradict
99 “Roger” follower, in ham lingo
100 “Thrilla in Manila” participant
101 What a parasol provides
102 Places for bills
103 Recessed area
104 Habitat of wild animals
105 Go-___ (four-wheeled racer)
106 Bit of kindling
108 Work at busily
110 Undergrad degs.
112 Propel a boat
113 “___, humbug!”

CATCH! By Bill Bobb

oBituarieS
SHELBY T. BREWER (78), 
of Alexandria, March 19, 2015

CAROL W. CHAMBLEE (78), 
of Alexandria, March 23, 2015

MARGARET A. DOUGHERTY 
(70), formerly of Alexandria, 
March 19, 2015

RITA E. FLYNN (95), 
of Alexandria, March 26, 2015

LAWRENCE FROMMER (97), 
of Alexandria, March 23, 2015

THOMAS J. MCGINTY, 
of Alexandria, March 15, 2015

RAY NAUGHTON, 
of Alexandria, March 24, 2015

NAZARETH REYES (51), 
of Alexandria, March 22, 2015

LINDA J. SCHUSTER, 
of Alexandria, March 8, 2015

JAMES P. WALSH (79), 
formerly of Alexandria,  
March 18, 2015

LINDA G. WILLINGHAM (74), 
formerly of Alexandria,  
March 12, 2015

Obituary POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are 
charged through the funeral home 
on a per-word basis comparable to 
the space rate offered to nonprofit 
advertisers. 

Families may provide any informa-
tion they wish about a deceased 
loved one, through all obituaries 
are subject to editing by the News 
Department. 

“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” 
notices are available through the 
Advertising Department. 

Obituaries should be submitted 
through the funeral home. Each 
obituary must include the funeral 
home name for verification. 

Deadlines are the Monday  
prior to the issue date.  
call 703.739.0001 for details.
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BuSineSS directory

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

home ServiceS

St. Martin de PorreS 
Senior Center

4650 Taney Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304
Alexandria residents 60+ are welcome! 

Daily activities, lunch, and  
bi-weekly field trips.

Transportation provided. for more info, call 703-751-2766  
or e-mail ktoohey@ccda.net

Hand Replication Art,  
Castings in Stone

Offering a special opportunity for a 
select individual to learn the unique 
skill of hand castings in stone. Estab-
lish your very own home based busi-
ness that will be fun and financially 
rewarding also. Please visit us on-line 
at handreplicationart.com for details. 
After visiting site, would greatly ap-
preciate your thoughts and feedback.  
Ph. 605 484-5582

helP Wanted

legal notice

church directory

classifieds

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
Welcomes You 

We rejoice in all those 
who come to St. Paul’s 
for prayer, spiritual 
growth, and service, 
whether as visitors, 
friends, or members.
Please visit our website 
for Holy Week & Easter 
service times.

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

NOTICE OF HEARING ON KRISTY 
J. DOWNING’S PETITION FOR 

REINSTATEMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on May 15, 
2015 at 9:00 a.m., a public hearing will 
be held before Referee James C. Boll at 
the State Bar of Wisconsin, Whyte Room, 
5302 Eastpark Blvd., Madison, Wisconsin, 
on the petition of Kristy J. Downing to 
reinstate her license to practice law. Any 
interested person may appear at the hearing 
and be heard in support of, or in opposition 
to, the petition for reinstatement.

On January 13, 2014, Downing’s license 
was indefinitely suspended by the Wiscon-
sin Supreme Court for reason of a medical 
incapacity. A reinstatement petition was 
filed by Downing in June 2014, which is 
the subject of the public hearing.
To reinstate, Downing has the burden of 
substantiating by clear, satisfactory and 
convincing evidence that the medical 
incapacity has been removed and that she 
is fit to resume the practice of law, with or 
without conditions.

Relevant information may be provided to 
or obtained from OLR Investigator Sarah 
E. Peterson or OLR Assistant Litigation 
Counsel Julie M. Spoke, 110 East Main 
Street, Suite 315, Madison, WI 53703. 
OLR’s toll free telephone number is (877) 
315-6941. Attorney Spoke’s direct phone is 
608-261-8295.

NOTICE OF HEARING ON KRISTY 
J. DOWNING’S PETITION FOR 

REINSTATEMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on May 15, 
2015 at 9:00 a.m., a public hearing will 
be held before Referee James C. Boll at 
the State Bar of Wisconsin, Whyte Room, 
5302 Eastpark Blvd., Madison, Wisconsin, 
on the petition of Kristy J. Downing to 
reinstate her license to practice law. Any 
interested person may appear at the hearing 
and be heard in support of, or in opposition 
to, the petition for reinstatement.

On January 13, 2014, Downing’s license 
was indefinitely suspended by the Wiscon-
sin Supreme Court for reason of a medical 
incapacity. A reinstatement petition was 
filed by Downing in June 2014, which is 
the subject of the public hearing.
To reinstate, Downing has the burden of 
substantiating by clear, satisfactory and 
convincing evidence that the medical 
incapacity has been removed and that she 
is fit to resume the practice of law, with or 
without conditions.

Relevant information may be provided to 
or obtained from OLR Investigator Sarah 
E. Peterson or OLR Assistant Litigation 
Counsel Julie M. Spoke, 110 East Main 
Street, Suite 315, Madison, WI 53703. 
OLR’s toll free telephone number is (877) 
315-6941. Attorney Spoke’s direct phone is 
608-261-8295.

aBc notice

Advertising Works!
To advertise your  

business or service
contact Kristen essex

kessex@alextimes.com

Online  
all the time:

legal notice

AlexAndriA BoArd of 
ArchitecturAl review

old & historic AlexAndriA 
district

leGAl notice of  
A PuBlic heArinG

A public hearing will be held by the Alex-
andria Board of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, April 15, 2015 beginning at 
7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second floor 
of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following applications:

CASE BAR2015-0062
Request for alterations and signage at 
703 King St.
APPLICANT: Olea Restaurant DBA Magno-
lia’s on King 

CASE BAR2015-0064
Request for alterations at  
628 N Washington St.
APPLICANT: NOWA Property, LLC

CASE BAR2015-0065 
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 734 S Royal St. 
APPLICANT: Katherine Reid

CASE BAR2015-0066
Request for alterations at 734 S Royal St.
APPLICANT: Katherine Reid

CASE BAR2015-0067
Request for revisions to previously approved 
plans at 513 515 N Washington St.
APPLICANT: CAS Riegler Companies

Other Business
A work session to discuss the proposed de-
velopment project at 3640 Wheeler Ave.

Information about the above item(s) may 
be obtained from the Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666.
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109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Donna Cramer
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

 I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. 
McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other locations, we 

can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Spring is finally Springing…
and so is Real Estate!

143 E Reed Avenue
The Preston Townhouse Residences ~ $649,000

3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Open main level floor plan with gas 
fireplace in living room, wood floors and powder room.

For 

Sa
Le

2059 Huntington Avenue
Hunting Creek Club ~ $198,000

Spacious and splendidly updated 1-bedroom, 1-bath condo with 
fabulous views of the Potomac River and National Harbor.

For 

Sa
Le

For SaLe
301 North Quaker Lane

Malvern Hills ~ $1,199,000

Incredible space for the price/location! MacArthur 
Elementary. Newly renovated kitchen with breakfast area and 

adjoining family room with fireplace. Main level library and 
living room each with fireplace and a gracious dining room.
Four bedrooms, three baths upstairs, master with fireplace 

and sitting area. Bathrooms updated, walkout lower level has 
rec room with fireplace, bedroom, bath and wine cellar.




