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Candidates trade 
punches over waterfront, 
open space
By Erich WagnEr

 If election season were a 
boxing match, the first two 
debates between Alexandria’s 
Democratic candidates for may-
or could be seen as the first 
couple of rounds, where fight-
ers act cautiously and feel out 
their opponents’ strengths and 
weaknesses.
 Monday night, the cam-
paign entered the middle 
rounds, as candidates traded 
blows on the waterfront, open 
space and the pace of planning 
the Potomac Yard Metro sta-
tion — although nobody land-
ed a knockout punch.
 On June 9, voters will select 

the Democratic nominee for 
mayor from three options: in-
cumbent Mayor Bill Euille, Vice 
Mayor Allison Silberberg and 
former Mayor Kerry Donley.
 The first moment of fric-
tion came after Donley pivoted 
from a question about whether 
he “shoulders some blame” for 

the city’s off-kilter residential-
commercial tax base ratio since 
he presided over the approval of 
large residential developments 
during his tenure in office. 
Donley rebuffed that notion and 
returned to a common refrain: 

Last public hearing on 
proposed station draws 
comments
By chris tEalE

 City councilors were poised 
to approve the proposal to build 
a Metro station at Potomac 
Yard this week, although some 
residents remained concerned 
over the cost of the project and 
its impact on the George Wash-
ington Memorial Parkway.
 City council held its final 
public hearing on the pro-
posed station last Saturday, as 
residents both in favor of and 
opposed to the project provid-
ed their last bit of feedback to 
councilors and staff.
 The hearing came at the 
end of a period of public en-
gagement and discussions from 

city council and city staff, 
who have spent the last several 
months briefing city boards 
and commissions and commu-
nity groups and holding open 
houses.
 City council was slated to 
vote on the proposed station, 
as well as a preferred location 
within Potomac Yard, after the 
Times’ deadline Wednesday 
night. An informal poll of city 
councilors suggested the body 
would choose the so-called Al-
ternative B, the northernmost 
option on the table.
 Sandra Marks, deputy di-
rector of the city department of 
transportation and environmen-
tal services explained staff’s 

SEE silBErBErg | 9SEE Potomac yard | 7

Current vice mayor 
believes alexandria is  
at a crossroads
By chris tEalE

 She has been hailed as the 
“voice of reason” by former Al-
exandria Mayor and state Sen. 
Patsy Ticer, but Vice Mayor 
Allison Silberberg is running 
as far more than that in the 
Democratic mayoral primary.
  The vice mayor was elect-
ed to city council in 2012, and 
is part of a three-way race in 

the Democratic primary on 
June 9 against current Mayor 
Bill Euille and former Mayor 
Kerry Donley. 
 Silberberg emphasized that 
she is running for her vision 
— not against others — and be-
lieves the city is at a crossroads, 
advocating for greater trans-
parency in how it makes deci-
sions. She cited the recent con-
troversy over whether officials 
considered selling City Hall 
as one area where city council 
and Euille have fallen short, an 

event she 
says shows 
a difference  
b e t w e e n 
her and the mayor on “what is 
sacred and what is unfathom-
able.”
 Euille has repeatedly said 
City Hall is not and will not be 
for sale, but rather the property 
has value in terms of tools like 
refinancing to fund a needed 
renovation. And the whole of 

Allison Silberberg emphasizes  
thoughtfulness in mayoral run

Potomac Yard Metro  
enters home stretch SEE dEBatE | 5
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VisitiNg author Prolific author and illustrator Patricia Po-
lacco graced Alexandria’s George Mason Elementary School on 
May 14. With 115 books to her credit, Polacco enthralled stu-
dents with enactments of her award winning books and mes-
sage of hope in overcoming the stigma of learning difficulties. 
For more photos, see page 20.

Allison Silberberg

photo/chris teale

Mayoral candidates Allison Silberberg, Bill Euille and 
Kerry Donley participate in the Democratic primary de-
bate Monday night at George Washington Middle School.

Second in a series of three profiles of Democratic Candidates for Mayor

from home safety repairs to community gardens  
                                                             to bookshelves for children.
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PERFECT LOCATION!
Charming townhome with 
no HOA fees in terrific 
location. Renovated Kitchen 
with granite counters, up- 
graded cabinets. Brand new 
designer carpet and fresh 
paint. Minutes to Old Town, 
Del Ray, Pentagon, DC. Lots 
 of storage.

NEw PRICE  Fabulous Opportunity to create your own space 
in popular Parkfairfax. Tucked in a courtyard with parking, French  
doors, secluded backyard, large sunny rooms, and floored attic. 
Enjoy tons of community amenities. Walking distance to Shirlington!

DEsIgNER’s EsTATE Estate Home set on six manicured 
acres!  Love the grand foyer with curved staircase, 9 foot ceilings, 
renovated Chef’s kitchen with Viking Gas cooktop and Monogram 
frig. and wall ovens. Located in  Woodson HS pyramid.

wELCOmE HOmE! Come take a peek at this two story 
rambler located in a popular neighborhood near Mt. Vernon. 
Extras include a wood burning fireplace, two car garage, and  
automatic sprinkler system.

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Gourmet Kitchen
• Saline Pool w/ Sauna
• Four Car Garage

• 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths
• Six Acres
• 7200+ Square Feet
• Chef’s Kitchen

• 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Brick Rambler
• ½ Acre Lot
• Two Levels

• 3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Renovated Kitchen
• 1100+ SqFt
• Fenced Yard

Berkshire hathaway homeservices | PenFed realty

Good to know.TM  

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.  
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service 
marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity. *Savings are based on the discounts 
received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s clients for using Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to 
change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller,  
Managing Broker at:  
703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

call today!

new listing

open sunday

new price!

open sunday

sPACIOus ONE-LEvEL LIvINg Excellent location! Minutes 
to Old Town Fairfax! Spacious bedrooms, open air atrium, 
renovated kitchen and baths, finished lower level with rec room 
and wet bar. 

• 3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• 2014 Renovated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• 3 Fireplaces, 2 Car Garage

Just listed

FAIRFAx $825,000                         RusTFIELD

YOu wILL LOvE being in the Wilton Woods Community! Refin- 
ished floors on main level, kitchen with granite countertops, sunny 
breakfast room, newly added bedroom and mud room. A few minutes 
from Huntington Metro, Old Town, National Harbor and Ft. Belvoir.

• 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Gorgeous Hardwoods
• Renovated Kitchen
• Fireplace

Just listed

ALExANDRIA    $549,900        wILTON FOREsT ALExANDRIA      $414,900      KENwOOD TOwERs

Ask us how to get up to $10,000 in closing costs paid*

into a new home   

BACKYARD RETREAT Stunning property features daily wild- 
life sightings; private yard with multiple decks, fishpond, hot tub, fire 
pit, volleyball and swings; excellent location near GMU, shops, parks  
and award winning schools of the Woodson High School Pyramid.

• 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
• Hardwood Floors
• 2.27 Secluded Acres
• Certified Wildlife Habitat

new price!

FAIRFAx             $829,900      swEET BRIAR FOREsT

FAIRFAx sTATION  $1,450,000  ENgLIsH HILLs EsTATE FAIRFAx       $1,395,000         POPE’s HILL EsTATEs ALExANDRIA   $869,900                   mAsON HILL

uPDATED AND READY FOR YOu! Spacious Colonial with 
large, open kitchen with granite counters, breakfast/dining 
area. Large family room with fireplace and French doors to rear 
deck. Spacious, finished walkout lower level rec/game room.

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Large, Open Kitchen
• Anderson Windows
• Deck w/ Scenic View

open sunday

CENTREvILLE  $635,000  gATE POINT EsTATEs

  ALExANDRIA  $339,900  PARKFAIRFAx

REsORT-LIKE EsTATE Beautifully updated w/spacious gourmet 
kitchen, main level master w/ his & her baths, media room in walk- 
out lower level. Incredible views from expansive deck and patio or 
enjoy the luxurious saline pool with sauna, pool house, and cabana!

• 3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Parquet Floors
• Replaced Windows
• Backyard Retreat
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Penny ~
Calling cat lovers; marvelous opportunity to adopt  

this gentle 9 year old who loves people.

Chin rubs, playing with toys, and a nap in your lap is  
how Penny wishes to spend her days. Thanks to a 

generous sponsor, Penny’s adoption fee has been paid.

for further information about sPonsoring 
homeless animals, Please contact the shelter 

at 703-746-4774 or visit alexandriaanimals.org

thanK You

 

thE WEEKly BriEFing

City officials celebrate Bike to Work Day

Elmer’s Lawn and Garden
           • Lawn Mowing              • Gutter Cleaning
           • Fertilizing                       • Seasonal Cleaning
           • Weed Control              • Planting
           • Mulching                       • New Lawns
           • Aeration                       • Retaining Walls
           • Trimming                       • Patios
           • Tree Pruning              • Drains

Call for free estimate 703-878-4524 • elmerslawnandgarden@msn.com

20+ Yrs.
Experience
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 City leaders participated in 
annual Bike to Work Day last 
Friday by holding a number 
of pit-stops for two-wheeled 
commuters.
 From Market Square to Mark 
Center, as well as John Carlyle 
Square Park and Colosanto Park, 

officials with the city department 
of transportation and environ-
mental services teamed up with 
the Metropolitan Council of City 
Governments and the Washing-
ton Area Bicyclist Association 
to provide cyclists with food and 
refreshments.

 In addition to the typical 
“pit-stop” features, officials 
also displayed exhibits from lo-
cal businesses. They held raffles 
and gave out prizes like T-shirts 
and water bottles to commuters 
to mark the occasion.

- Erich Wagner

Do You know  
if You are at risk?Type of Hearing Loss Increase in Risk

of Dementia

John Hopkins University Study 

Mild

restaurant 
• Complaints that you have the TV too loud

Moderate 
• Loved ones may become frustrated with you “You 

Listening”
• Constantly saying “What?”

Severe

• Friends and loved ones have to interpret for you
• Difficulty making out the details of any conversation

• Difficulty understanding conversation in a busy

• Possible loss of jobs or relationships 

Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
424 S. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist

DO YOU KNO W IF 
YOU A RE A T RISk?

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-Audiologist

Get Your FREE hearing 
screening today!
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of Dementia
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Severe
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Two Times

Three Times

Five Times

571-312-7345
cosmetichearingsolutions.com
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Alexandria, VA
(across the CVS)
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GE T YOUR FREE HEA RING SCREEN ING TODAY

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-AAudiologist

DO YOU KNO W IF 
YOU A RE A T RISk?

424 S. Washington St.,  

Alexandria, VA 22314

Call Us today at 571-312-7345

Most Major Medical  
Insurance Accepted 

courtesy photo

rEaChiNg thE toP PErCh Boy Scouts from local Troop 129 gathered earlier this month to cel-
ebrate being promoted to Eagle Scouts, the highest rank in the organization. A total of six boys were 
awarded for their efforts at the ceremony, clockwise from top left: Neil Kenney, Andrew Patacsil, 
Peter Brinkman, David Drafton, Adin Mengel and Nicholas Roda.
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 The Alexandria Fire De-
partment was twice lauded for 
its life-saving efforts this week.
 Assistant Fire Marshall An-
drea Buchanan was honored 
with the 2015 Investigator of 
the Year award from the In-
ternational Association of Fire 
Investigators. The award is 
given to an individual who has 
shown outstanding achievement 
through the use of professional 
expertise in both the criminal 
and civil fields of arson control. 
 Buchanan received the rec-
ognition for her work on the 
Southern Towers serial arson-
ist case, which was solved in 
March 2014 after the arrest of 

74-year-old Shirley Vigneau 
and her admittance to have 
committed more than two 
dozen arsons. This award is the 
highest recognition in the fire 
investigation profession.
 The American Heart As-
sociation also recognized the 
Alexandria Fire Department for 
implementing quality improve-
ment measures for the treatment 
of patients who experience se-
vere heart attacks. The depart-
ment was one of 16 agencies that 
received the American Heart 
Association’s Mission: Lifeline 
EMS Gold Award this year. 
 More than 250,000 people 
experience a STEMI, or ST El-

evation Myocardial Infarction 
each year. This type of heart 
attack is caused by a complete 
blockage of blood flow to the 
heart and requires timely treat-
ment. Blood flow must be re-
stored as quickly as possible 
using surgical procedures or 
medication to prevent death. 
 Agencies who received the 
award have demonstrated at least 
75 percent compliance for each 
required achievement measure 
for two years and treated at least 
eight STEMI patients for each 
year. AFD was well above the 
minimum guidelines for each 
required measure.

- Hannah Brockway

May’s Theme: Game Day 

(Send us your favorite sporting photos from  
little league to professional games)

Send us your photo to win  
Two Club Level tickets to a Nationals game

May Photo  
Contest 

Sponsored 
By:

HUDSON
S T U D I O

The Alexandria Times May Photo Contest

Send us your Game Day photos  
through April 30. 
#ALXPhotoTimes or send to 
promotions@alextimes.com

Interested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more information!

Photo by
Susan K. Cavanaugh

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mini Spiral Bulbs

Save money by using less electricity 
than the old type bulbs and 

can last up to 10 times longer! 
Come in and start saving today!

Available in
   New       old

11watt = 55watt
13watt = 60watt
15watt = 65watt
18watt = 75watt

 26watt = 100watt
And 3-way!

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 

Lithophanes date 
from the 1820s, an 
art form of carving 
different layers of 
porcelain. The glow 
makes a wonderful 
night light. 

New Night Lights 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA  
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

 

Lithophanes date 
from the 1820s, an 
art form of carving 
di�erent layers of 
porcelain. The glow 
makes a wonderful 
night light. 

 

PolicE BEat
The following incidents occurred between May 13 and May 20.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

5 bURGLARies AGGRAvAted 
AssAULts4

22 thefts 8 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

19 AssAULts

4 seXUAL 
OffeNses6 vehiCLe

thefts 3 RObbeRies

crimE
apartment fire on Kenmore avenue 
leaves one dead, one seriously injured

alexandria Fire Department wins two awards

 A fire in a Kenmore Avenue 
apartment building at 6 a.m. 
Saturday left one man dead 
and another with serious burns.
 The blaze began in a third-
floor unit on the 4700 block of 
Kenmore Avenue and required 
fire fighters from both Alex-
andria and Fairfax County to 
extinguish it in what Alexan-
dria Fire Department spokes-
man Shawn Gore said was a 
“three-alarm fire.”
 Typically, fire departments 
nationwide categorize the lev-

el of response required from 
firefighters by the number of 
alarms, with a three-alarm fire 
indicating a heightened response 
was required and that it took 
some time to get under control.
 The fire department began 
their investigation into the 
cause of the fire later that day, 
with police diverting traffic 
around the building that hous-
es six residential units. Officers 
also secured the area around 
the building so they could hunt 
for evidence of a cause. A total 

of 11 people were temporarily 
displaced while the investiga-
tion was carried out.
 As of press time, the fire 
department’s investigation was 
still ongoing, and information 
about the victims had not been 
released, as their next of kin 
had not been informed. One 
victim was taken to the Wash-
ington Hospital Center’s burns 
unit for treatment, but there 
was no update Wednesday as 
to their condition.

- Chris Teale
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his belief that the Potomac Yard 
Metro station should have been 
approved more quickly.
 “If you look at my record, 
you’ll see I brought in significant 
commercial developments,” he 
said. “[We] spent way too much 
time looking at if we could move 
the CSX tracks and as a result, 
none of the Potomac Yard prop-
erties were able to bid on [the 
new] TSA [headquarters]. That 
was a missed opportunity.”
 Euille was quick to coun-
ter that argument and defend 
the planning process for the 
project.
 “Mr. Donley realizes that I 
appointed him to the [planning 
work group for Potomac Yard] 
because of his background and 
experience with other bod-
ies like the WMATA board,” 
Euille said. “It wasn’t that the 
city supported moving the CSX 
tracks. It was a requirement 
and a request from the [Federal 
Transportation Administration] 
to look at that alternative.
 “The fact is that it was a re-
quest from them, and there was 
nothing we could do to move 
this any faster.”
 The debate, hosted by the Al-
exandria Chamber of Commerce 
at George Washington Middle 
School, was lively in part thanks 
to a “moderator’s discretion” for-
mat, where the lack of firm time 
limits — outside of opening and 
closing statements — allowed 
for a more conversational and in-
depth approach to issues.
 Development along the wa-
terfront also remained a major 
point of contention. Moderator 
Drew Hansen, a digital produc-
er at the Washington Business 
Journal and a former Patch edi-
tor, asked Silberberg to give an 
example of “thoughtful, appro-
priate development” — a mantra 
of hers this campaign — since 
she was first elected in 2012.
 “Well, Parkfairfax,” Silber-

berg said, referring to her own 
neighborhood, which was de-
signed in the 1940s.
 “In the last three years?” 
Hansen persisted.
 “Well, the National Sci-
ence Foundation,” Silberberg 
said, before criticizing the re-
cently passed Robinson Termi-
nal South project. “That was 
a missed opportunity. It looks 
sleek, modern and contempo-
rary. A lot of people praised 2 
Duke Street, which maintained 
the character of the neighbor-
hood, but the entire lot could 
have fit in just like 2 Duke 
Street, and that’s a real shame.
 “Look at Morrison House. 
That fits into the Old and His-
toric District.”
 Morrison House was built in 
1985.
 Silberberg’s criticism of city 
councilors’ decision to do away 
with a budget set-aside for open 
space in 2013 — the city had 
reached its 100-acre goal, and the 
extra money was just being used 
to pay off debt service — and ar-
guments that the city should have 
set a new goal and that Potomac 
Yard should have been planned 
with a large lawn in the center of 
it opened her up to more criticism 
from her opponents.
 “I’d like to remind the vice 
mayor that if she wanted more 
open space, the waterfront plan 
— which passed 6-1 — had a 
40 percent increase in open 
space [in that area] and was the 
result of a more than 40-year 
community engagement pro-
cess,” Euille said. “You had an 
opportunity to support that.”
 “With all due respect, I fully 
support open space,” Silberberg 
shot back. “I proposed the Alex-
andria Parks Foundation, and al-
though you tried to stifle it every 
step of the way, we did vote on 
that.”
 “I did not stifle your idea 
to have an open space founda-
tion,” Euille said. “You raised 
it, but there was no second to 

the motion, and maybe not even 
a first to the motion. The real-
ity is ... the city set a goal to ac-
quire 100 acres of open space, 
and we more than exceeded 
that requirement. We have a lot 
more today than the 100 [acres] 
needed, and that’s why we did 
away with the funds.
 “[You] need to use teamwork 

and build consensus around is-
sues. You can’t just throw ideas 
out during meetings and expect 
it to just happen.”
 “One of the most impor-
tant aspects of the waterfront 
plan was the unfettered access 
along the waterfront,” Donley 
chimed in. “It’s supposed to be 
for everyone.”

 The candidates will meet 
again June 2 for one final debate, 
hosted by the Alexandria Demo-
cratic Committee. The forum, 
which also will feature a debate 
among the Democratic candi-
dates for the House of Delegates 
45th District seat, will start at 7 
p.m. and will be held at George 
Washington Middle School.

.com
Window
Man

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE, IN-HOME, NO-OBLIGATION CONSULTATION

703.584.7697
OR VISIT EITHER OF OUR “HANDS-ON” SHOWROOMS

PRODUCT DEMONSTRATIONS
BRAND COMPARISONS

OPERATE BEFORE YOU BUY
3853-A Pickett Rd.
Mon. - Fri. 9-6  • Sat. 9-4

FAIRFAX
3000 Jefferson Davis Hwy.

Mon. - Fri. 10-4 • Sat. 9-4

ALEXANDRIA
SINCE 1989
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Neighbors fear 
new houses would 
overshadow former 
temporary White house
By susan halE thomas

 Residents of Clover, a quiet 
local neighborhood tucked be-
tween Duke Street and Janneys 
and Quaker lanes, remained 
at odds earlier this month af-
ter members of the city plan-
ning commission approved the 
subdivision of two adjoining 
neighborhood lots on Vassar 
Road into three.
 Neighbors spoke for and 
against the subdivision but most 
present at the last week’s meet-
ing were opposed. Although the 
issue of cutting properties into 
smaller lots for single-family 
homes is not a new debate, 
Clover residents felt this was a 
unique situation.
 With backyards border-
ing the newly subdivided lots, 
homeowners were concerned 
not only that their property val-
ues were at risk but also their 
views, light and privacy would 
disappear with the advent of 

new structures. They also feared 
their long-established neighbor-
hood’s most prominent resi-
dence might be compromised: 
the Gerald R. Ford Jr. house.
 In 1955, the then-congress-
man and his wife Betty de-
signed and built their home at 
514 Crown View Drive in Alex-

andria. It was in his study there 
in 1973 that Ford learned Presi-
dent Richard Nixon had nomi-
nated him as vice president, 
following the resignation of 
Spiro Agnew. And a year later, 
after Nixon announced his res-

ignation, Ford got the news he 
would become president of the 
United States — and his house 
temporarily would become the 
presidential residence — in that 
very same study.
 It took the Nixon family 
several days to move out of the 
White House and more time for 
the second-floor living quarters 
to be repainted and the Ford 
family belongings to be moved 
in. The Ford children — Susan, 
Jack and Steve — continued to 
live in their Crown View Drive 
home with their mother and fa-
ther, now the first couple. 
 According to the planning 
commission vote, the existing 
lots at 809 and 811 Vassar Road 
would now have an additional 
property sandwiched in between 
them. Those lots back up to prop-
erties on Crown View Drive, in-
cluding the historic Ford home. 
The concern expressed by oppo-
nents and members of the plan-
ning commission is what could 
come after as a result of the sub-
division.
 Local development attorney 
Mary Catherine Gibbs argued 

that her clients Stephen and 
Mary Hales, the applicants and 
owners of the Vassar lots, were 
within their rights to divide 
their property into three lots. 
She also reminded the planning 
commission that they could not 
look at what might happen on 
the lot in the future.
 “We’re not talking about 
new development tonight, 
we’re talking about subdivi-
sion of land,” Gibbs said.
 Gibbs also noted that two 
lots in the neighborhood had 
been subdivided in recent years 
and the values of nearby homes 
actually rose.
 “We are not entitled to our 
views,” Gibbs said. “We are 
entitled to maintaining our 
property values.”
 Gibbs said those opposed 
to the proposal had provided 
no evidence that it would im-
pact their property value, but 
rather said they felt it would 
negatively impact how they 
felt about their backyards.
 Stewart Dunn was the only 
member of the planning com-
mission who abstained from 
voting. He said staff improperly 
compared this proposal to near-
by projects with wider lots.
 “We all are moved by the 
fact that President Ford lived 
here but it’s not relevant,” Dunn 
said. “Staff has selected lots as 
their comparable [projects] that 
are larger. … This lot is smaller 
in width than any of those lots 
staff selected. It seems to me … 
they do not meet the lot width. I 
think we can deny this one and 
we can raise questions as to the 
comparables.”
 Commissioner David Brown 
said his preference would be 

something precluded by the Su-
preme Court of Virginia — to 
restrict the property so that there 
be no side yard, rear yard or 
front yard variances.
 “Any hardship that this prop-
erty … would be experiencing 
would be purely a function of 
the creation of this lot, which 
we heard tonight was basically 
a profit oriented decision toward 
the acquisition to this neighbor-
ing house,” Brown said.
 Joanna Anderson, acting 
deputy director of the city de-
partment of planning and zon-
ing, said legally the commission 
couldn’t restrict the owners as 
to the future use of the property 
in the decision they were ruling 
on that evening but measures 
were in place to keep the struc-
ture’s character in line with the 
neighborhood.
 “If they created a hardship, 
it should be very difficult for 
them to have that approved,” 
Anderson said. “The Board of 
Zoning Appeals would have to 
approve.”
 Commissioner Mary Ly-
man said the commission was 
frustrated that they couldn’t 
take the future house into con-
sideration.
 “I’m a little anxious about 
that prospective house, even 
though I’m not supposed to think 
about it,” Lyman said. “I hope 
that it will be a modest one.”
 Neighbor and owner of 
the Ford home Helen Lloyd 
asked the commission to pre-
serve the historic nature of the 
neighborhood.
 “Clover may not be of-
ficially listed as an historic 

TAKE ME WITH YOU!

OLD TOWN

BRING THIS COUPON IN TO WHOLE FOODS MARKET OLD TOWN FOR ONE

FREE REUSEABLE BAG
COUPON VALID THROUGH 6/4/2015. LIMIT ONE 99¢ BAG PER CUSTOMER.
ONLY REDEEMABLE AT WHOLE FOODS MARKET OLD TOWN 1700 DUKE ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314.

A presidential debate

SEE Ford housE | 19

photo/susan hale thomas

A view from the rear of the Gerald 
R. Ford Jr. House shows where it 
abuts a property that residents 
fear could soon be home to large 
houses that would overshadow the 
historic home.

President Gerald R. Ford Jr.  
and Betty Ford
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recommendation that city coun-
cil proceed with Alternative B.
 That option is projected to 
cost $268.1 million, and Marks 
said that it would be funded by a 
number of sources. The city al-
ready has secured a loan of $50 
million from the Virginia Trans-
portation Infrastructure Bank, 
which carries an interest rate of 
2.17 percent, and also will use 
$143.6 million in general obliga-
tion bonds to fund construction.
 The city anticipates receiv-
ing $69.5 million in funds from 
the Northern Virginia Trans-
portation Authority, as well as 
$5 million from other sourc-
es. To pay for the anticipated 
$392.1 million in debt service 
— including interest — from 
the project, city staff proposed 
using developer contributions 
of $72 million, $298.6 million 
from the establishing of two 
special tax districts and $21.5 
million in net new taxes.
 Marks said staff’s recom-
mendation of Alternative B came 

because it supports higher popu-
lation density and will provide 
the best return in the form of 
economic development. But she 
added that it still needs a frame-
work to mitigate impacts on the 
George Washington Memorial 
Parkway, as the alternative would 
disrupt approximately 7,000 
square feet of parkway land.
 The future of the parkway 
was one issue raised during the 
public’s opportunity to address 
the dais, with resident Poul Her-
tel expressing his desire to see 
the historic roadway protected 
at all costs.
 “The George Washington 
Memorial Parkway is the impe-
tus for the entire historic district 
and by inference is responsible 
for Alexandria’s place on the 
tourist map,” he said, adding 
that mitigating any impacts on 
the roadway must be a priority.
 “In some sense, we’re talk-
ing about long-term visions 
here,” resident David Fromm 
agreed. “The parkway is a long-
term vision that is defended 
by the [National Park Service] 

and others, and it’s important 
to honor that. When we design 
the station it is very important 
that from the Parkway it looks 
like something that maybe ex-
isted in the 1800s. I don’t 
know how you do that 
with a Metro station, 
but I think the de-
sign is going to be 
very important and 
you need to honor 
the reason for the 
Parkway.”
 The financing of the sta-
tion also came in for some 
heavy criticism, especially the 
establishment of a special tax 
district in the neighborhood 
around the proposed site. The 
Potomac Yard Special Tax Dis-
trict Committee for Tax Fair-
ness brought a number of mem-
bers and supporters to testify, 
all of whom stridently opposed 
the use of single-family resi-
dential units as contributors to 
the Tier II Special Tax District.
 Robert Giroux commenced 
by presenting a petition signed 
by more than 220 people against 

the special tax district.
 “During our meetings, sev-
eral of you have stated that you 
weren’t on the council when 
the Special Tax District was 

established in 2011,” said 
Tanya Culbert, another 

Potomac Yard resi-
dent. “But you are 
now. A vote based 
on the staff recom-
mendation is a vote 

supporting the current 
financial model. So this 

decision will be linked to this 
city council and a part of your 

legacy. A vote to build without 
making caveats is a vote to sup-
port this tax structure. You will 
be culpable.”
 “The city council must re-
verse this very unfair, egregious 
decision and completely remove 
Potomac Yard residents from the 
special tax district as they did for 
Potomac Greens and all other 
private property owners who will 
benefit equally or more from the 
presence of a Metro station,” said 
Vickie Lessa. “Not only is the 
special tax unfair, it will harm the 

residents of Potomac Yard by ad-
versely affecting the resale value 
of our properties.”
 Euille noted at the end of the 
hearing that council would ex-
amine the group’s concerns and 
look to be responsive to them, 
but said he could not promise 
any more than that.
 Some residents from else-
where in the city agreed with the 
group’s position, adding that the 
city should have asked every-
one to pay more in taxes to foot 
the bill if it is as important as 
councilors say it is.
 “If this Metro station is 
so important to the economic 
welfare of this city, then ev-
erybody ought to chip in,” Re-
publican city council candidate 
Townsend Van Fleet said. “The 
City of Alexandria cannot con-
tinue to borrow, build and hope.”
 “This Metro station [Alter-
native] B is a Metro station built 
on hope,” added resident Dino 
Drudi. “And hope is an irides-
cent phantom that flies through 
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Sunday – Wednesday

 Enjoy music by SIMONNE

 

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Special
Four Course Meal
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Mother ’s Day
With Us

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of
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  Happy Hour!
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Not valid with other offers and vouchers

Sunday – Wednesday evenings, dine-in only
Located on the Alexandria 
Waterfront, Chadwicks is a 

welcoming destination for great 
steaks, seafood, salads, burgers  
and an extensive beer selection.

203 The Strand
Alexandria, VA

(703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com
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of Alexandrians for many years!

let’s Eat

 Any restaurant serving seafood 
miles from the sea faces a tall or-
der to ensure their food is of good 
quality, especially with so many 
excellent eateries not far away 
on the coast. However, Blue Sea 
Seafood and Bar in Shirlington at 
4251 Campbell Ave. has found the 
right way to do it, as their restau-
rant and bar is always filled to the 
brim with locals and tourists alike.
 The menu and raw seafood bar 
selections include favorites like 
shrimp, fresh crab, scallops and 
local oysters that are shucked at 
the bar. The seafood can be or-
dered on its own or in combination 
platters and served any which way 
a customer desires. The $80 Lob-
ster Special for Two is a popular 
deal that includes wine, two suc-
culent lobsters, two sides, soups, 

salads and desserts. 
 In addition to that delectable 
special, the extensive Blue Sea 
menu also has some phenomenal 
choices. Among those items that 
are not to be missed are the spec-
tacular crab cake sandwich and 
the fish tacos. The calamari is 
crispy and packed full of flavor, 
while the mahi mahi and the pe-
can crusted salmon are excellent 
choices. Among their varied se-
lection of salads, two highly rec-
ommended choices are the grilled 
tuna on arugula and the sesame 
salmon cucumber salad.
 For diners who are fans of Sun-
day brunch, Blue Sea caters to 
those needs too, as they have an 
extensive menu featuring several 
brunch favorites from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., including shrimp and eggs 

bruschetta and salmon potato hash. 
Meanwhile, their happy hour goes 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. each day, 
and features discounted beer, oys-
ters and a special food menu.
 If you’re in Shirlington and 
in the mood for some seafood, 
check out Blue Sea Seafood & 
Bar. Once you’ve seen it for the 
first time and experienced their 
delicious offerings, you may well 
find yourself hooked.
.
Blue Sea Seafood & Bar is located 

at 4251 Campbell Ave. It is open 
Mondays to Thursdays 11 a.m. to 

10 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and Sundays 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. For more informa-

tion, visit www.blueseaseafood.
com or call 703-888-1892.

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria times

Get hooked on  
Blue Sea Seafood & Bar

Patio Dining Now OPEN for the Season!

Open fOr  
lunch, dinner  

and brunch
(703) 888-1892

The Village at Shirlington ~ 4251 Campbell Ave #101      
(across from Harris Teeter)

 Good selction 
of drafts. Iced tea tasted 
good. Lobster steamed  
and grilled was very tasty.  
all veggies were well 
seasoned. grilled salmon 
sandwich was unbelievably 
good. oyster po boy also 
recommended... — Ryan D

celebrating 30 years!  
same location. same owner. same great food.

2921 SOUTH GLEBE ROAD,  ARLINGTON VIRGINIA 22206

OPEN DAILY 7AM-10 PM
SUN 7AM-9 PM

703-549-0677
TAKE-OUT

ARLINGTON DINER
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city council — minus Euille 
and Silberberg — have written 
letters to the editor affirming 
City Hall is not for sale.
 “Our city deserves leadership 
that will be straightforward,” 
Silberberg said. “I’m grateful 
that the mayor has stated public-
ly, though as he laughs about it, 
that we’re not selling City Hall. 
At the first debate, he said again 
that we’re not selling City Hall 
and he kind of laughed, this is 
what he’s been doing.”
 Silberberg said her desire is 
to see development that is what 
she describes as “thoughtful 
and appropriate,” a common 
campaign refrain. She said new 
buildings must fit in with their 
surroundings in look and scale, 
especially in the Old and Histor-
ic District, something she says 
did not happen at the waterfront.

 “I am in favor of replacing 
the warehouses at the Robinson 
Terminals, but where I differed 
with my colleagues is that the 
design of the buildings: it’s very 
high-modern, high-contempo-
rary design,” she said. “But it 
doesn’t reflect the historic dis-
trict, and that was a tremendous 
opportunity to put something 
there that fit in and was to scale.”
 Silberberg said she would 
look to work with developers 
from around the country who 
specialize in building within a 
historic district. In addition, she 
spoke of her excitement at the 
possibilities for development in 
Eisenhower West. With the Na-
tional Science Foundation set to 
move there, Silberberg sees it as 
an opportunity for the city.
 She is also excited by the 
possibilities in Potomac Yard, 
but emphasized that the fund-
ing sources and figures must be 
secured.

 “What I want, and what I 
think we all need and want, I 
want to know for certain and I 
want to lock it down as far as 
the financials and the money 
that is coming in from various 
sources,” she said. “We need 
to lock that down. Before we 
proceed, I’ve been asking for 
more definitive information to 
be responsible.”
 One of Silberberg’s biggest 
priorities is to do all she can to 
grow Alexandria’s stock of af-
fordable housing. She said she 
is concerned by the tremendous 
loss of units over the last decade, 
and is determined to find ways to 
reverse that trend.
 “I feel really strongly about 
affordable workforce housing, 
because it enables our city 
to have a vibrant, diversified 
economy in terms of those 
who live here,” Silberberg 
said. “I’ve had meetings with 
folks who are nonprofit de-

velopers, people who special-
ize in that arena. The city’s 
housing department needs to 
continue to be very proactive. 
It sends forth a signal to devel-
opers and to the community 
that this is a priority, this is 
something we value.”
 Another of Silberberg’s great 
passions is education, and with 

an enrollment crunch loom-
ing for Alexandria City Public 
Schools, she believes she can 
help the district evolve.
 “We already have capacity is-
sues,” she said. “It seems that in 
the past, when folks were devel-
oping sites, they didn’t take into 
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Alexandria, VA  22314
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*Up to FDIC insured limits. Annual Percentage Yields as of 04/22/15. Advertised
rates are subject to change at the Bank's discretion. The minimum balance required

to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply to deposits less than $100,000). A
penalty may be imposed for withdrawls prior to maturity.
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60 - month CD
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NEWs From grEatEr aLEXaNDria |  By haNNah BroCKWayover the line  
Death of tasered inmate ruled an accident 

thomas Jefferson high school students 
compete in National science Bowl finals

 The Virginia medical exam-
iner’s office released the autopsy 
report of 37-year-old Natasha 
McKenna April 28, ruling that 
her death in a Fairfax County jail 
in February was an accident. 
 McKenna’s death, which has 
been the subject of a high-profile 
investigation into the county’s 
jail, resulted from a stun gun 
being used repeatedly to shock 
her while she was restrained by 
handcuffs and leg shackles. The 
struggle occurred due to her re-
fusal to cooperate with deputies, 
and she stopped breathing short-
ly after the Taser was adminis-
tered. After being transported to 
Inova Fairfax Hospital, she died 
following several days on life 
support. 
  The completed autopsy re-
port from the Department of 
Health and the office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner said 

McKenna’s death was caused 
by “excited delirium associated 
with physical restraint including 
use of conductive en-
ergy device, contrib-
uting: schizophrenia 
and bipolar disor-
der.”
 A bulletin by the 
FBI on preventing 
in-custody deaths 
defines excited de-
lirium as a serious 
and potentially dead-
ly medical condition involving 
psychotic behavior, elevated 
temperature and an extreme 
fight-or-flight response by the 
nervous system. 
  In addition, the Fairfax 
County Police Department said 
in a statement that its detectives 
still are waiting on reports from 
the medical equipment used to 
monitor McKenna’s vital signs 

prior to paramedics responding 
to the adult detention center. 
 The autopsy report will be 

among the material 
slated to be turned over 
to the Fairfax County 
Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s office for final de-
termination of criminal 
liability along with any 
audio or video record-
ings, witness statements 
and other relevant facts.
 Since the incident, the 

Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office 
has temporarily suspended the 
use of stun guns at the county 
jail.
 The use of stun guns has 
been questioned by law en-
forcement experts interviewed 
in The Washington Post given 
McKenna’s mental state. She 
was diagnosed with schizophre-
nia at age 12.

 A team from Thomas Jef-
ferson High School for Science 
and Technology reached the 
finals of the National Science 
Bowl earlier this month in D.C. 
but lost out on the grand prize to 
a team from California. 
 The Jefferson team was 
made up of Matthew Bar-
bano, Tiger Zhang, Janice 
Ong, Franklyn Wang, Ross 
Dempsey and their coach Mary 
Ann Donohue. They ultimately 
lost to Mira Loma High School 
from Sacramento, Calif. Mem-
bers Daniel Shen, Arvind Sun-
dararajan, Jack Gurev, Roger 
Yu and Claire Burch correctly 
answered a question about 
gene editing technology devel-
oped by the U.S. Department 
of Energy’s Joint Genome In-
stitute. James Hill coached the 
winning team.
 Mira Loma’s prize was an 
all-expense paid, nine-day 

science tour of Alaska where 
the students will learn about 
glaciology, marine and avian 
biology, geology and plate 
tectonics. Other highlights are 
exploring the Copper River 
Delta, hiking the Chugach 
National Forest, white-water 
rafting the Sheridan River, and 
visiting Childs Glacier and the 
Alaska Wildlife Center. 
 Thomas Jefferson High 
School’s team will receive 
a five-day tour of Great Salt 
Lake Park, Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton national parks.
 Mira Loma and Thomas 
Jefferson beat out 68 high 
school regional champions 
who came to compete in D.C., 
with Jefferson the only repre-
sentative from Virginia.
 Nine thousand high school 
students and 5,300 middle 
school students from all 50 
states, D.C., Puerto Rico and 

the U.S. Virgin Islands came 
together in Washington to com-
pete in the 25th annual Nation-
al Science Bowl, an academic 
competition that tests students’ 
knowledge in all areas of sci-
ence and mathematics. 
 “The students participating 
in the 25th annual competition 
represent our nation’s future 
scientists and engineers who 
will help sustain America’s 
scientific and technological 
competitiveness in the 21st 
century,” U.S. Secretary of 
Energy Ernest Moniz said in a 
statement. 
 The top three teams for 
both the high school and mid-
dle school competitions took 
home trophies and individual 
medals, and the top 16 teams 
won $1,000 each for their 
school’s science departments. 

Natasha McKenna
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fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106,
Alexandria, VA, 22314

New clients only. May not be combined with any other offers or discounts.

Complimentary Fitness
Consultation PLUS $225
off 36 or more sessions

Limited Time Offer

WE KNOW YOU'RE BETTER THAN A GENERIC
FITNESS ROUTINE

    If you put in the work,
    you should get the results.
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By aBigail JurK 

 We waited patiently for 
summer to arrive.  Now that 
it’s finally here — and ahead of 
schedule — it’s time to get out 
and enjoy ourselves. Here are 
some creative ideas for sum-
mer fun in Alexandria.

What’s NEW
 On May 14, Del Ray wel-
comed the addition of Stomp-
ing Ground. Located at 2309 
Mount Vernon Ave., Stomp-
ing Ground is a new place to 
get your morning munchies. 
The restaurant serves break-
fast and lunch only; they are 
open Tuesday through Sun-
day from 7 a.m. until 3 p.m.
 The atmosphere is casual 
and friendly, with a commu-
nal table for those who want 
to sit together and chat over 
coffee, or booths and tables 
off to the sides for others who 
want a little privacy. Outdoor 
patio seating is also in the 
works, although it has not de-
buted just yet.
 The menu features break-
fast favorites, handmade pas-
tries and some heartier sal-
ads for lunch. A specialty of 
Stomping Ground is their but-
termilk biscuits, which you 
can get a la carte or as sand-
wiches, and are served all 
day. Manager Cassie Meddis 

says her favorite is the Not-
So-Classic, which features 
buttermilk-fried chicken with 
honey, red onion and a benne 
seed tahini.
 Chef and partner Nicole 
Jones says the goal at Stomp-
ing Ground is to keep it sim-
ple: to use high-quality in-
gredients and really let them 
shine through in the dishes 
served. The ambience seems 
to agree with that philosophy. 
The restaurant has a simple 
feel — the food comes on 
mismatched antique china, 
the wooden tables are mod-
estly set with fresh flowers 
and the floor-to-ceiling win-
dows let the sun stream in. 

What’s haPPENiNg
 If you’re looking to see 
the historic side of Alexan-
dria, a military tour could be 
just the thing. Tom Schultz, a 
12-year Alexandria resident, 
runs DC Military Tours, a 
tour business that takes par-
ticipants to sites of military 
significance throughout D.C. 
and Alexandria.
 They host an Alexandria 
walking tour that comprises 
15 different stops around 
town, including some favor-
ites like Gadsby’s Tavern, the 
Torpedo Factory and the Car-
lyle House. This tour not only 

Word on thE strEEt DEaLs,  DriNKs aND FuN aCross aLEXaNDria
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A Private Yacht for all Occasions!

takes participants to the sites 
but also allows access inside. 
During the tour, patrons learn 
the history of many spots in 
the Port City, as well as some 
fun facts.
 Guests have the opportu-
nity to sit in George Washing-
ton’s church pew, see the site 
of the first two casualties of 
the Civil War and learn about 
the mystery of the $200,000 

sale of Mount Vernon right 
before the start of hostilities 
in that same conflict. Patrons 
are guaranteed a knowledge-
able military veteran as their 
guide.
 Tom and Eileen Schultz, 
both of whom are veterans 
themselves, guide the tours. 
Tom is a former Naval Of-
ficer with a background in 
military history, while Eileen 

is a former officer in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. A military tour 
is a creative way to see a dif-
ferent side of Alexandria. For 
more information, visit www.
dcmilitarytour.com.

To request a place, event or  
special be featured in Word 

on the Street, contact  
Abigail Jurk at  

ajurk@alextimes.com.
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Camp & Enrichment directory 
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Ireton triumph over Saints 
in VISAA girls lacrosse final

Cardinals win 12-10 to earn 
second straight state title
By chris tEalE 

     

    ASHLAND, Va. — At the 
conclusion of Bishop Ireton’s 
12-10 win over St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes in the final of 
the girls lacrosse Virginia In-
dependent Schools Athletic 
Association competition, Ire-
ton head coach Rick Sofield 
shared the most tender of mo-
ments with his daughter Char-
lotte Sofield.
 “I love you so much,” he 
said, close to tears as they 
celebrated the Cardinals’ sec-
ond straight state title, both of 
which came after final victo-
ries over the Saints.
 It was a touching moment be-
tween father and daughter, but it 
was significant for sporting rea-
sons too. Charlotte has had only 
one lacrosse coach — her father 
Rick — and will enroll at the 
University of North Carolina to 

play there, for the first time not 
under her father’s tutelage.
 She could think of no better 
way to draw their time at Ireton 
to a close than with a state title, 
especially against a Saints op-
ponent that was looking to fin-
ish their season undefeated and 
came in as the No. 1 seed.
 “We’re always going to have 
lacrosse together,” Charlotte So-
field said after the game. “I know 
he’s going to come down and visit 
me, and he’s definitely still going 
to coach next year, so he’s going 
to have this team but he’s also go-
ing to come and watch me play. 
It’s going to be weird not hav-
ing him as my coach for the first 
time, but he’s still going to coach, 
I’m still going to play and every-
thing’s going to work out.”
 “[No longer coaching Char-
lotte] hasn’t set in just yet,” Rick 
Sofield said. “I was really feel-
ing it this morning, I was in tears 
walking around the hotel this 
morning just thinking about it. 

Right now, I’m still jacked up 
from the win. I’m probably go-
ing to crash in about 30 minutes 
and be a blubbering fool.”
 Ireton started the game in 
strong form, scoring five goals 
without reply in the opening 
seven minutes, led by two apiece 
from Kelly Larkin and Charlotte 
Sofield, and another coming from 
Kayla Marshall. They were able 
to take an early advantage thanks 
to some strong work on draws 
from Kayla Duperrouzel, Kaitlin 
Luzik and Maggie Lohrer, who 
won the first seven of the game 
and did not allow Saints to mount 
any attacks of their own.
 That offensive momentum 
was crucial in giving Ireton con-
fidence in the initial stages, and 
they did not let up from there.
 “I think that [scoring five 
early goals] was really key for 
us,” Luzik said. “We really got 
amped up before the game and 

photo/chris teale

Bishop Ireton’s girls lacrosse team celebrates its second straight VISAA state title after a 12-10 win 
over local rival St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes at Randolph-Macon College.

sPorts

REGISTER TODAY USING EASY TO ENROLL!

Summer day camp at the Y allows campers to step outside of their comfort zones and try new and 
exciting things. Every week you can choose from a variety of 20 different camps that help children 
learn more about themselves, their communities and the world around them.  Choose Y camps such 
as sports, dance, nature, adventure, tennis or aquatics. Y camps are available in DC, MD and VA. 
Early registration rates are available for a limited time at some locations. See what new adventure 
awaits! 

The YMCA of Metropolitan Washington is a non-profit 501©3 organization that fosters the 
spiritual, mental and physical development of individuals, families and communities according to the 
ideals of inclusiveness, equality and mutual respect for all. 

At Y summer camp I can have different  
experiences and adventure all summer.

ENDLESS  
OPPORTUNITIES TO

LEARN
CREATE
EXPLORE 

Camp brochures are 
available online

at www.ymcadc.org  
or call 1.800.473.YMCA

www.facebook.com/YMetroDC

twitter.com/YMCADC 

youtube.com/YMCAMetroDC 

AllY camps include STEM!

2484-YMCA-SUMMER CAMP ADS 2.indd   1 2/12/15   2:53 PM

REGISTER TODAY AT YMCA ALEXANDRIA!
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2015 Home Schedule 
Thurs, June 4th  Gaithersburg Giants 
Fri, June 5th  D.C. Grays 
Sat, June 6th  Vienna Riverdogs 
Wed, June 10th  Baltimore Redbirds 
Sat, June 13th  Baltimore Dodgers 
Thurs, June 18th Bethesda Big Train 
Fri, June 19th  Rockville Express 
Sun, June 21st  SS-T Thunderbolts 
Mon, June 22  Herndon Braves 
Fri, June 26th  D.C. Grays 
Sat, June 27th  Gaithersburg Giants 
Mon, June 29th  Rockville Express 
Wed, July 1st  Baltimore Redbirds 
Fri, July 3rd  Herndon Braves 
Thurs, July 9th  Bethesda Big Train 
Sun, July 12th  SS-T Thunderbolts 
Thurs, July 16th  Vienna Riverdogs 
Sun, July 19th  Baltimore Dodgers 
Wed, July 22nd  Vienna Riverdogs 
Thurs, July 23rd  D.C Grays 
 

For the complete 2015 Aces schedule, 
visit alexandriaaces.org 

Aces Home Games start at 7 PM 

Frank Mann Field 

At Four Mile Run Park 

3700 Commonwealth Ave 

Alexandria VA 

Adjacent to Cora Kelly School 
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Ireton triumph over Saints 
in VISAA girls lacrosse final

got really in the zone, and I think 
it showed. We came out on fire, 
and I think that helped us.
 “We know [the] Saints, we 
know they’re a great team and 
we know going up against them 
is going to be some amazing 
competition. We’re both equally 
as skilled and good teams, so we 
knew that in order for this to be 
even a close game or for us to 
come out on top, we had to come 
out in the beginning on fire.”
 SSSAS came roaring back, 
led by Ellie Majure and El-
lie Carson in attack, who both 
scored multiple goals. Majure 
tied the game at 9-9 early in 
the second half, and for a time 
it looked as though the unde-
feated Saints would complete a 
superb comeback.
 But in what would turn out 
to be a crucial passage of play, 
the Saints’ offense had control 
of the ball for almost six min-
utes and took a number of shots 
but the stout Ireton defense held 
firm under the bombardment.
 When the Saints finally 
got their goal — another from 
Majure to cut Ireton’s lead to 
11-10 — it came at the end of 
a strong defensive effort from 
Ireton, who managed to hold 
out well in the face of their op-
ponents’ efforts.

 “We trust [the defense] to do 
that, and if St. Stephen’s is go-
ing to get five shots, 12 shots, 
it doesn’t matter,” Charlotte So-
field said. “Our defense is go-
ing to play hard the whole time, 
they’re not going to concede any 
of them, and that’s why they 
come away like that, because 
they don’t quit, they don’t stop.”
 “They play as a unit; it’s ab-
solutely key that they play de-
fensively as a unit,” Rick Sofield 
added. “Our defense was play-
ing as a unit, they were hang-
ing in there, just waiting to get 
a turnover, waiting to get a save 
and they just played gutsy. That’s 
what they do, that’s what that 
group of defenders are.”

 The final buzzer signaled 
a second straight VISAA title 
for Ireton, who recovered well 
after losing in the semifinals of 
the Washington Catholic Ath-
letic Conference tournament to 
Holy Cross.
  “Our word the past two 
weeks has been, ‘Redemption’,” 
Charlotte Sofield said. “Redemp-
tion is if you fall short or make a 
mistake, you make good on it. 
We fell short of what we were 
capable of, and in this game we 
redeemed ourselves and made 
good on it. That’s what we’ve 
been working toward these past 
two weeks. I’m really proud of 
the team, they did exactly what 
they wanted to accomplish.”

irEton 
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Saints attacker Grayson Of-
futt (left) is pressured by 
Bishop Ireton defender Su-
san Morad during the VISAA 
state final Cardinals midfield-
er Charlotte Sofield (below) 
looks for an opening in Bish-
op Ireton’s VISAA state final 
against St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes.
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

silBErBErg 
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account that they might need a 
school. The Nannie J. Lee [Me-
morial Recreation] Center used 
to be a school, as I understand. 
We might need to revisit that.
 “I think there needs to be 
more direct communication [be-

tween schools and council], so 
once a month it could be an email 
from each school’s PTA. You all 
pick one [issue to deal with] per 
month. Focus on that one thing 
and email us directly. Frankly, I 
think it should come directly to 
us in an email once a month, and 
you [copy] the school board.”
 In her time on city coun-

cil, Silberberg has been the 
lone dissenting vote in a num-
ber of council decisions, from 
the threat of eminent domain 
against the Old Dominion 
Boat Club and the controver-
sial waterfront redevelopment 
plan to the extension of park-
ing meter hours and Robinson 
Terminal South. She says this 

shows that she is prepared to 
take a stand on issues, and if 
elected, city councilors have 
to be aware of the message 
sent by voters.
  “If I’m lucky enough to be 
elected mayor, I think the other 
members of council have to 
weigh in their minds what the 
people have expressed through 
their votes,” she said. “We have 
a democracy, and it’s a good 
process. I would have preferred 
that they agreed with me, but 
they caused the community a lot 
of strife and in the end I think 
they’ve caused themselves some 
pain. Just because it’s a 6-1 vote, it 
doesn’t mean that one is wrong.”

Nursing Chain manorCare  
accused of medicare Fraud
 The U.S. Department of 
Justice has intervened in sev-
eral lawsuits alleging that HCR 
ManorCare, one of the largest 
nursing chains in the country 
and with a facility in Alexan-
dria, knowingly submitted false 
claims to Medicare and Tricare 
after providing unreasonable 
and unnecessary services to pa-
tients to collect more money. 
 The government alleges that 
ManorCare pressured adminis-
trators and rehabilitation thera-
pists to meet unrealistic financial 
goals, which resulted in unneces-
sary services to Medicare and Tri-
care patients. The company was 
also said to have set billing goals 
to significantly increase revenue 
without regard to patients’ clinical 
needs and allegedly threatened to 
fire managers and therapists if 
they did not administer additional 
treatments to qualify for the high-
est Medicare payments. 
 The government alleges 
that assessment periods were 
intentionally drawn out, keep-
ing patients in its facilities even 
though they were ready to be 
discharged. 
 The claims were brought as 
False Claims Act whistleblower 
complaints in federal court in 
Virginia before the Department 
of Justice became involved. The 
agency brought together allega-
tions in three complaints to form 

a consolidated lawsuit against 
ManorCare and its subsidiary 
Heartland Employment Servic-
es LLC, that have been filed in 
recent years. The whistleblow-
ers — Christine Ribik, Gerard 
Carson, and Marie Slough — all 
worked as health care providers 
at ManorCare. 
 Under the False Claims Act, 
whistleblowers file lawsuits on 
the behalf of the government, 
which can choose to join or de-
cline the action. 
 “Today’s action is the result 
of a robust investigation into 
alleged false billings submit-
ted to Medicare and Tricare for 
rehabilitation therapy services 
that were not necessary for pa-
tients,” said Andrew G. Mc-
Cabe, assistant director of the 
FBI Washington Field Office in 
a statement. “Health care fraud 
is a top priority for the FBI and 
we will continue to work closely 
with federal, state and local law 
enforcement partners to address 
vulnerabilities, fraud and abuse 
in the healthcare industry.”
 ManorCare has a facility in 
Alexandria at 1510 Collingwood 
Road, which provides nursing 
care for patients that have been 
recently released from hospital 
care. Their specialized care is 
stated on their website to result 
in “a smoother and safer transi-
tion throughout recuperation.”

FairFax column  CONTINUED FROM | 10

if i’m lucky 
enough 

to be elected 
mayor, i think the 
other members 
of council have 
to weigh in their 
minds what 
the people have 
expressed through 
their votes.” 
– Vice mayor allison silberberg
democratic mayoral candidate
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By hannah BrocKWay 

  very bride and groom 
wants to have a unique 
and memorable wed-

ding. With so many ideas 
out there, it can be hard to 

decide how, especially if you 
desperately need to decide on what 

to plan. If the thought of your ceremony 
being a traditional service is too plain 
and you want to add a touch of whimsy 
and creativity, a themed wedding might 
be just what you are looking for. 

 Themed weddings are fun and can offer 
a more personal touch to your special 
day as well as set your nuptials apart 
from the rest. But they can be harder to 
pull off and may require more work and 
planning than most traditional ceremo-
nies. With some creativity and a little 
work, you can have a wedding that truly 
is tailored to you and your betrothed. So 
the question is: how do you plan a suc-
cessful themed wedding?

SEE Bridal | 16

Nontraditional weddings  
can also be stunning

             D
irectoryBridal
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Finding the perfect theme is the first 
step to the wedding of your dreams. 
Planning may take some time and will 
require some browsing to find exactly 
what you want. It is easiest to find a 
theme that reflects a couple’s person-
ality, such as where you first met or an 
interest you both share. Once you do, 
you will want to plan everything from 
invitations to flowers to bridesmaids’ 
dresses to match. Themes can be as 
minor as picking a specific color or as 

extravagant as a full riff on Star Wars 
or Game of Thrones. Just make sure 
that your theme is easy to shop for or 
you might have a hard time finding ev-
erything you need. 
 After you pick a theme, next come 
the details. Themed weddings usually 
move away from the traditional ser-
vice to a more unique variant. Couples 
who choose to have their nuptials by 
the sea tend to have a more bohemian 
vibe than those who tie the knot in-
doors. Encourage your guests to go 
barefoot or have a “shoe valet” where 
they can check their dress shoes for a 

Amidst the 
natural historic elegance of

121 N. FairFax Street, 
alexaNdria. 703.549.2997 
www.carlylehouSe.org.

Host your 
ceremony or 

reception 

Host your 
ceremony or 

reception          Carlyle House 
         gardens

Private rooms for your 

Bridal Shower, Rehearsal  

Dinner or Wedding Party!

218 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA  
703-683-1007 

www.labergerie.com
Providing Memorable Dining Experiences  

for over 35 years.
1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314

703-548-0001 • www.indigolanding.com

The perfect spot fo
r    

  your rehearsal dinner, 

      
 bridesmaids’ lu

nch      

      
      

 or day-after      

      
      

      
  brunch.

1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-0001 • www.indigolanding.com

The perfect spot for 
your rehearsal dinner, 
bridesmaids’ lunch or  

day-after brunch.

ALON LIVNE     CLAIRE PETTIBONE     CLAIRE PETTIBONE ROMANTIQUE     
ELIZABETH FILLMORE     EVE OF MILADY     INES DI SANTO     MARISA      
PALOMA BLANCA     PETER LANGNER     PRONOVIAS     PRONOVIAS ATELIER     
ROMONA KEVEZA COUTURE     ROMONA KEVEZA LEGENDS     ROSA CLARA      
ROSA CLARA SOFT     SASSI HOLFORD     SUZANNE NEVILLE

Call for an Appointment  703 549 0387    www.HANNELORES.com
106 NORTH LEE STREET ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 

M A K E  YOU R  SPE C IA L  DAY  H I STOR IC  at the Lloyd House
For additional information visit Rental & Private Events 
at www.historicalexandria.org or call 703-746-4994/4554

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.comLunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch

119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314
703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

Sweet and
Savory Crepes,
Steak Frties,

Mussels,
Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
Night

Celebrate Parisian style at Fontaine! 
Perfect for intimate bridal and wedding events.

             The Alexandria Times Bridal Directory
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pair of slippers or flip-flops. 
 If you are having a location or trav-
el themed wedding, send out invita-
tions printed on mock plane tickets or 
passports. If you have decided a book 
or movie are more your style, you 
can mail custom book cover or movie 
poster invitations where you and your 
partner pose as the characters. 
 Drawing inspiration from favorite 
novels, Harry Potter fans have used 
the Hogwarts acceptance letter as 
their invitations. Other ideas include 
using the sorting hat as a fun way for 
guests to find their seats and giving 

out personalized wands with the name 
and wedding date of the couple. One 
wedding even had guests gather on 
Platform Nine and Three Quarters to 
board the Hogwarts Express, which 
took riders from the ceremony to the 
reception. 
 Classic fairy tales are a popular 
choice for themes, from Snow White 
to Cinderella. If you like “Sleeping 
Beauty,” include Maleficent’s horns 
as a centerpiece and pink flowers to 
represent Princess Aurora’s colorful 

5701 General Washington Dr., 
Suite F

Alexandria, VA 22312

(703) 539-8646

CC@toyourtastecatering.com

www.toyourtastecatering.com

Wedding 
  Caterer

A dramatic & memorable site for wedding 
ceremonies, receptions, and parties.

www.nvfaa.org  |  703-548-0035  |  Rentals@nvfaa.org 

Bonnie Sen

DenniS BertSch

Hollin Hall
A Historic 

Wedding Venue 
in Alexandria

We offer garden ceremonies and two beautiful  
indoor reception areas for up to 150 people.

Contact Amanda at 703-298-6965 
          or  hollinhallevents@gmail.com
     Photos at www.hollinhallweddings.com SEE Bridal | 18
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gown in the dancing scene. Being the 
fairest of them all will come easy in a 
Snow White themed ceremony if you 
incorporate mirrors and recite your 
vows in a forest filled with apples. 
Using candelabra, a clock, a teapot 
and a teacup to represent the castle’s 
servants, a “Beauty and the Beast” 
style wedding is easy to decorate for. 
 Transporting guests to the magi-
cal Never Land is also a great idea for 
a fantasy celebration. Have brides-
maids dress in Tinker Bell green and 
give everyone magical pixie dust to 

toss up after saying “I do.”
 Sports can be another perfect theme 
if both the bride and the groom are fans. 
Football, hockey, baseball, wrestling 
and many more can be included in a 
wedding. Ticket stubs from a favorite 
team can replace typical invitations, pre-
reception games can be played, and tro-
phies can serve as centerpieces. A couple 
on Reddit posted their WWE-themed 
wedding online, which they dubbed 
“Wedding Mania: coming together in 
holy match-rimony,” where the DJ acted 
as the ring announcer, the groom and 
groomsmen wore championship belts 
and the couple had their own theme mu-

sic as they entered the reception. Other 
couples have had surprise appearances 
by their favorite team mascots. 
 Other creative themes include “The 
Great Gatsby,” having all in attendance 
come in flapper dresses and top hats, su-
perhero themes where the bridal party 
looks like it just stepped out of a comic 
book, or a carnival theme complete with 
cotton candy, games and prizes, and an 
old fashioned photo booth. 
 While sometimes outrageous, 
themed weddings are becoming more 
and more popular, allowing couples 
and their guests to have fun and create 
a night they will never forget.

The Alexandria Times 
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www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org  |   Woodlawn@savingplaces.org

EverAfterVisuals

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Enjoy our 
party platters

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com1800 Diagonal Rd. , Alexandria, VA | 703-739-0777  

www.theismanns.com

Have your rehearsal 
dinner, reception or 
any other wedding 

event at one of  
the most handsome 

and convenient  
venues in Alexandria.
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area, but it should be,” Lloyd 
said. “The Fords designed 
the house and lived in it for 
23 years. [The former presi-
dent’s] study is surrounded by 
windows on three sides, and 
this study will now be over-
looked by any development 
the Hales plan for this lot. This 
is the only ordinary residence, 
apart from Mount Vernon [and 
the Octagon House in D.C.], 
to have been the White House 
in America’s entire history.
 “The Hales have told us 
personally that this is their 
kids’ college fund. I’ve already 
heard they’re already talking 
about requesting a change in 
the easement to build as big a 
property as they possibly can 
on this site.”
 Neighbor David Rust, whose 
property abuts the applicants’, 
said one of the biggest attrac-
tions of his home is the privacy 
and the view. A large home on 
a narrow lot would take away 
those key features from him and 
his neighbors.
 “The zoning ordinance spe-
cifically states that no lot shall 
be re-subdivided in such a man-
ner so as to detract from adjacent 
property,” Rust said. “It concerns 

me that the staff report appears to 
be silent on this provision.”
 Applicant Mary Hales said 
she loves the neighborhood 
and plans to raise their chil-
dren and retire there.
 “We have quite an interest 
in making sure that this doesn’t 
detract from the neighborhood 
in any manner and that is what 
we plan to do to fulfill every 
obligation we have to the city 
and to any ordinances, to make 
sure that we only add to the 
value of Clover-College Park 
because we love it as owners 
there,” she said.
 Ford’s daughter, Susan 
Bales, who grew up in the 
house, wrote a letter opposing 
the proposal. 
 “My family has fond mem-
ories of our many years living 
at 514 Crown View Drive,” 
Bales said. “Those memories 
of the neighborhood remained 
strong, including after our 
move to the White House in 
1974. I’m concerned that the 
proposed development would 
have negative and irreparable 
effects on the historic Crown 
View neighborhood.”
 Lloyd and other neighbors 
said they plan to file an appeal 
of the planning commission’s 
decision.

JohnMarshallBank.com
M e m b e r

Business Banking Made Easy
You know us. We know you. Our Old Town team  

brings a friendly and helpful flair to your business  

banking needs throughout Alexandria. Stop by our 

newest branch and let us show you why so many  

others have made John Marshall Bank their bank.  

We make business banking easy.   

640 Franklin Street  
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-289-5950 

Ted Johnson, Erik Dorn, Shannon Catlett, Charlie Collum, Pam De Candio and Kerry Donley

Ford housE 
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the night but disappears with 
the dawn with the first ray of 
sun.”
 Both Van Fleet and Drudi 
said the Metroway dedicated 
bus lanes between the Brad-
dock Road and Crystal City 
Metro stations should negate 
the need for a new Metrorail 
station, especially as Arlington 
County is responsible for its ex-
tension to Pentagon City. Drudi 
said relative to the proposed 
Metro station, Metroway cost 
just a penny to build, and could 
eventually be worth “a dollar” 
in terms of return on investment 
if given the time to catch on.
 Residents Jack Sullivan 
and Katy Cannady expressed 
concerns at the amount of debt 
the city would take on for the 

project, given the city’s annual 
budget struggles and the lack 
of a firm figure on contribu-
tions from the Northern Vir-
ginia Transportation Authority 
and developers.
 “This is possibly the most 
important decision the coun-
cil will make in this decade,” 
Sullivan said. “You must make 
it on hard facts, not rosy sce-
narios and vague assurances.”
 “The debt is the debt of 
our city and all its taxpayers,” 
Cannady said. “Owing such 
a big debt will limit our abil-
ity to borrow for other things 
that will become necessary: 
another public school, another 
fire station, maybe even some 
more park land.”
 But others who testified 
were fulsome in their praise of 
the project. Jennifer Hovis said 
that while she appreciated the 

concerns of neighbors about 
noise and light pollution as well 
as the impact of construction 
traffic, the positives of a new 
Metro station far outweighed 
those potential drawbacks.
 In addition, David Dixon of 
the Sierra Club’s Mount Ver-
non Group said Alternative 
B would do the most to pro-

mote denser, transit-oriented, 
mixed-use development, not 
to mention attract more riders 
to Metrorail and remove cars 
from U.S. Route 1, thereby re-
ducing emissions.
 After the expected passage 
of Alternative B, staff will re-
turn to finalize the draft envi-
ronmental impact statement 

— required by federal agen-
cies — and move forward with 
project planning in the fall.

For more on residents' ef-
forts to change the make-
up of the Potomac Yard 
Special Tax Districts, see 
our story on page 28.
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brought from Russia were her 
dress and babushka. 
 “Because in those days, 
when you left Russia ... you 
could never go back. You only 
had the clothes on your back.” 
 When she outgrew her 
dress, Anna’s mom incorporat-
ed the dress, babushka and oth-
er family members’ outgrown 
fabrics into a quilt with each 
becoming an animal or sym-
bol. The quilt is then passed 
down from generation to gen-
eration and used as a wedding 
canopy, Sabbath tablecloth and 
a blanket to welcome new ba-
bies into the family.
 Polacco pulled out her sec-
ond surprise to a rousing re-
sponse from the children: “She 
brought the keeping quilt!” 
 “This is not the original. 
That one is hanging in a mu-
seum — the Maza museum,” 
Polacco said. Before we sent it, 
my children stood over it with 
their digital camera, took pho-
tos of each piece, sent it out to 
a quilt maker ... this is the new 
generation version.” 
 Wrapping herself in the 
quilt, Polacco traced with her 
finger each of the animals and 
symbols and relayed how she 
would do the same thing as a 
child while thinking about her 
relatives and each of their fab-
ric shapes.
 “The best thing my mother 

did was to also allow me to 
take this blanket outside and 
play with it.” she said. “It was 
my tent, cape, picnic blanket, 
whatever we wanted.” 
 The discussion then turned 
outward to the children. “I 
want to talk to you about 
something else today kids,” 
Polacco said. “I see that you 
have kind eyes. I want you to 
do something. Be kind. Some-
one needs you. 
 “Look around you at school 
and see the kids who have dif-
ficulty. Maybe they are a little 
weird, they’re different, don’t 
smile much, are sitting by 
themselves. When you see that 
kid alone in the hallway or at 
the lunch table, sit and talk with 
them. At your age, this takes 
extreme courage. You may not 
believe me, but you are going to 
save their lives.”
 Polacco said that her severe 
dyslexia and multiple sensory 
disorders made it impossible 
for her to read or write until 
she was 14 years old, some-
thing that made her feel stupid 
and an everyday target for ridi-
cule at school. Finding solace 
in art, she credits her family 
for never letting her give up 
or lose hope. Describing how 
she learned to read the nega-
tive space around letters: “I see 
text like an Escher drawing, in 
positive and negative space.” 

 Her disability became in 
turn her artistic ability.
 “I want to talk now to the 
kids who are in special edu-
cation classes here,” she said. 
“Feel good about yourselves, 
because every one of you is 
gifted. None of us open our 
gifts at the same time.”
 One third grade boy asked, 
“If you had known when you 
were a child with learning dis-
abilities that you would grow up 
to be a famous artist and author, 
would you still have felt stupid 
then?”
 “What an excellent ques-
tion,” she replied. “It would  
likely not have made a differ-
ence then. I would not have be-
lieved it. To tell you the truth, 
I’m as surprised as anybody.”
 With her jam-packed hour 
of storytelling and discussion 
drawing to a close, Polacco 
did not retire to her chair. 
Instead, she stood by the li-
brary’s exit and held the small 
sample of meteor in her hand. 
The students lined up, headed 
out and one by one, touched 
the rock, touched Polacco’s 
hand — the hand that she told 
the kids was only six genera-
tions from touching the hand 
of Abraham Lincoln — and 
made their wish. 
 “I’m not going to wash my 
hand for the rest of the day,” 
said third grader Cole Peterson.

scEnE around toWn

This story might definitely be true

accomplished author 
and illustrator brings her 
life stories to alexandria
By JEnniFEr PoWEll

 Armed with an arsenal of 
books, big personality and a 
few special props, Patricia Po-
lacco became a veritable one 
woman band for students at 
George Mason Elementary 
School last Thursday.
 Pacing and gesticulating 
animatedly throughout her dis-
cussion in the school’s library, 
Polacco bore great physical 
resemblance to her famous il-
lustrative sketch style. Making 
no mention of her newest book, 
she instead talked about two of 
her earliest works — “Meteor,” 
and “The Keeping Quilt,” as 
points of departure for relaying 
her life to the K-fifth graders.
 Foreshadowing the first few 
pages of “Meteor,” Polacco was 
quick to utilize a noise maker 
that sounded like a meteor fall-
ing out of the sky and pulled 
out proof — a historical photo 
of the meteor that landed in her 
great grandparents’ farm.
 After walking through the 
significance of the meteor in 
her great grandparents’ neigh-
boorhood, Polacco had a sur-
prise for the students — a small 
sample of the meteor for wish-
ing upon. 
 This incident was one 

of many that played a part 
in her family’s tradition of  
“firetalking.” While sitting in 
front of the fireplace, the Po-
lacco family crafted a most 
important component in their 
multigenerational heritage — 
storytelling. Events and details 
such as who wore and said what 
were repeated — “Every story, 
a thousand times,” were forever 
etched into her young brain.
 Among her family of ex-
pert storytellers, Patricia grew 
to share the stories through her 
illustration and writing. With a 
prolific 112 books to her credit 
over a mere 30 years, Polacco 
joked, “You do the math kids.”
 Relaying in a thick Russian 
accent her grandmother’s re-
sponse when asked about the 
truthfulness of the stories, she 
would say, “Of course it is true. 
Though it may not have hap-
pened.”
 Polacco further explained 
to the children that her grand-
mother meant that if a story is 
good, it makes you seek out the 
truth and justice in the issues it 
presents.
 Polacco discussed one of 
her most famous and poignant 
books, “The Keeping Quilt”. 
With illustrations drawn in pen-
cil, the only item in color is the 
quilt, and is based on her great-
grandmother Anna’s arrival to 
America. The only items she 

photos/Jennifer powell

Patricia Polacco makes time for 
George Mason students and brings 
elements from her famous books — 
“Meteor” and “The Keeping Quilt.”
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now to may 25

MOUNT VERNON’S HISTORIC 
PLANT AND GARDEN SALE His-
toric trees, shrubs and plants as well 
as a wide variety of annuals, peren-
nials, heirloom tomatoes and herbs, 
each carefully nurtured in the Mount 
Vernon greenhouse, will be available 
for purchase. Spectacular hanging 
baskets, grown at Mount Vernon, will 
be available in limited numbers. In the 
gardening tent, you will find books, 
tools, seeds and decorative items.
Time: All day
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000 or  
www.mountvernon.org

now to may 30

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA ATTICS 
AND ALLEYS TOUR Visit rarely 

seen spaces at four of Alexandria’s 
historic sites on this special three-
hour walking tour of Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, the Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, Lee-Fendall 
House Museum & Garden and Carlyle 
House Historic Park. Tickets are $35 
each and can be reserved online.
Time: Saturdays 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Departs from Lee-Fendall 
House Museum & Garden, 614 Orono-
co St., or Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or  
www.alexandriava.gov/gadsbystavern

may 21

CIVIL WAR LECTURE “The Art of 
Memorializing the Civil War” by Susan 
Cumbey, of Fort Ward Museum and 
Historic Site. This lecture will present 
an overview of commemorative Civil 
War art, with selected examples rang-
ing from sculptural monuments to 
cycloramas.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

may 22

MAKE A SPLASH Bring the whole 
family to Family Fun Nights for swim-
ming and fun for all ages on Friday 
evenings. Pool games include beach 
ball relays, water basketball, diving for 
prizes and fun on the ‘Aqua Challenge’ 
floating obstacle course. Admission is 
$4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 
King St.

Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/c/1028

NATIONAL EMS MEMORIAL 
BIKE RIDE The National EMS 
Memorial Bike Ride is an annual event 
that honors EMS providers who lost 
their lives in the line of duty. The event 
will end at Oronoco Bay Park.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Old Town at the block of 
King Street between Royal and Fairfax 
streets
Information: 571-238-8771,  
ray.whatley@alexandriava.gov

may 24

ALEXANDRIA RUNNING AND 
FAMILY FESTIVAL A half-marathon 
and 5K race as well as a family festival 
that features music, beer garden, 
inflatable amusements, food and 
booths.
Time: 6 a.m. to noon
Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: 301-807-8529 or 
nick@mc-coop.org

may 25

MEMORIAL DAY JAZZ FES-
TIVAL The 38th annual festival will 
include entertainment from various 
jazz bands including The Army Blues 
Jazz Ensemble.
Time: 1 to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince 
St.
Information: 703-746-5592

calEndar 
oF EVEnts

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

Dirty Blond                           6/6 - 6/27

Winner of the 2010 Tony Award for Best Play, 
this funny, bawdy affair highlights one of 
America’s pop culture icons and her climb to 
fame. This comedy weaves the life story of 
Mae West with the sweetly oddball romance 
of two lonely New Yorkers who are obsessed 
with the star. Enjoy the comic story of West’s 
colorful career from her 
beginnings in vaudeville 
to her legendary stature as 

one of the silver screen’s greatest bombshells. As 
a bonus, “Dirty Blonde” also includes songs from 
Ms. West’s most famous movies including “I’m No 
Angel,” “Dirty Blonde,” “Perfect Love” and more! 

Coming soon

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

may 27

ALEXANDRIA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY LECTURE A lecture by 
historian Paula Whitacre on Julia Wilbur 
and her role as an aid worker in Civil 
War-era Alexandria. Admission is free.
Time: 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.alexandriahistori-
cal.org

may 28-June 11

LAFAYETTE BALL DANCE 
CLASSES In preparation for the Lafay-
ette Ball on June 13, learn 18th century 
English country dancing from expert 
dance instructors. Admission costs $12 
per person, $30 for the series.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

may 30

CROQUET DAY A croquet tourna-
ment will be played on multiple concur-
rent fields. Food and activities will be 
organized for team members, families, 
and spectators.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Joseph Hensley Park, 4200 
Eisenhower Ave.
Information: 703-820-9001 or 
soniaq@scanva.org

FAMILY DIG DAY The event is pre-
sented in three parts, beginning with an 
introduction to the history and archaeol-
ogy of the Shuter’s Hill site, followed by 
a site tour and finally gathering around 
the screens to sift through excavated 
soil collecting artifacts. Admission is $5 
per person.
Time:  1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location:  George Washington Ma-
sonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: 703-746-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov
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at home

By mary g. PEPitonE 

 Bathroom design need not be 
flushed when seeking the best 
plan for a powder room’s privy. 
“People don’t really think about 
the design of a toilet, until it 
comes time to replace the old 
one,” says Chuck York, a vice 
president with Mansfield Plumb-
ing Products in Perrysville, Ohio. 
Founded in 1929, Mansfield man-
ufactures more than 1 million toi-

lets a year, distributing them to 
1,500 retail outlets in the United 
States and Canada.
 The time to “talk toilets” is 
more relevant than ever, especial-
ly when it comes to the topic of 
water conservation in the home. 
“An old toilet will use up to 3.5 
gallons per flush, compared to 
today’s high-efficiency toilet, 
which uses 1.28 gallons per flush 
or less,” York says. “Not only 
will a family save on water bills, 

having a high-efficiency toilet is 
a necessity, especially in places 
like California, which are experi-
encing a severe drought.”
 But using less water doesn’t 
mean consumers need to poo-poo 
the loo’s performance. Toilets 
earning a WaterSense label are 
certified to be at least 20 percent 
more efficient without sacrificing 
performance. WaterSense is a pro-

SEE loo | 23

A wave of new loos

homE oF thE WEEK

 The Roberdeau House, 
at 418 S. Lee St., one of Old 
Town’s most coveted locations, 
is a historic beauty. Completed 
in 1780 for Gen. Daniel Rob-
erdeau, a wealthy merchant 
who used it as his home, this 
residence was part of a lot he 
purchased in 1774. 
 Roberdeau, the first briga-
dier general of the Pennsyl-
vania Militia, operated a lead 
mine at his own expense and 
supplied bullets to the army 
of Washington. He was also 
a member of Congress from 
1777 to 1779, during which 
time he signed the Articles of 
Confederation and was presi-
dent of America’s first textile 
mill, which started in 1775. 
 Built sturdily of native 

brick, this home with six 
bedrooms and four and a half 
bathrooms occupies four sto-
ries and a basement, and is a 
testament to its creator. List-
ed in the Historic American 
Building Survey, it boasts 
eight impressive fireplaces; 
original floors; an original 
staircase with shadow rail; 
original woodwork, mold-
ings and door casings; and a 
beautiful keystone arch in the 
front hall.
 The dining room and up-
stairs sitting room are graced 
by 12 over 12 windows, while 
two spacious bedrooms over-
look the Potomac River. A 
garden surrounds three sides 
of the house and there is off-
street parking for two cars.

own a piece of history  
in the roberdeau house

at a glance:
address: 418 S. Lee St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $3,700,000
Bedrooms: 6

Bathrooms: 4.5
Parking: Off-street

Contact: Babs Beckwith, 
McEnearney Associates, Inc.,  
703-836-1297, babsbeckwith@aol.com

photos/BoB norad 

Feel a part of history in the Rob-
erdeau House, as you walk down 
the hallways once trodden by 
Gen. Daniel Roberdeau. Enjoy 
the comfort of the spacious living 
room, with all the feel of a Colo-
nial-era drawing room.

photos/BoB norad
This historic property is ide-
ally situated in Old Town, and 
has a number of stunning 
views of the Potomac River.

photo/mansfield plumBinG products  
Bright white porcelain remains 
king when selecting a “throne” for 
a powder room privy. Pictured here 
is Mansfield Plumbing’s Barrett 
high-efficiency toilet.
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gram that, in conjunction 
with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, seeks to 
protect the water supply by 
offering its seal of approval 
on water-efficient products.
 The design of a high-
efficiency toilet uses less 
water by forcing it through 
the front of the bowl. Most 
toilets operate on a gravity-
f lush system, but a pres-
sure-assist f lush mechanism 
can be installed inside the 
tank to move more material 
with less water. Mansfield’s 
QuantumOne line of pres-
sure-assist, high-efficiency 
toilets have attained the in-
dustry’s premium ratings by 
achieving high performance 
and efficiency standards, us-
ing only 1 gallon of water 
per f lush. 
 Installing a high-efficien-
cy toilet saves dollars and 
makes sense for conserva-
tion. Using a water conser-
vation calculator, a family of 
five can potentially save more 
than 20,000 gallons of water 

a year using a high-efficiency 
1.28 gallon-per-flush toilet, 
instead of an older water-
laden lavatory. This also 
translates into savings on wa-
ter bills. “When considering 
swapping out an older toilet 
for a high-efficiency one, 
make sure to check with your 
water municipality,” York 
says. “Often, there are lo-
cal rebate programs through 
water districts that reward 
homeowners for efforts in 
water conservation.”

KEEP it CLEaN

 The design of a toilet fea-
tures the tank — where the 
water is stored — and the 
bowl. According to York, toi-
lets can range up to $500 and 
above, depending on style 
aesthetics.
 Contemporary toilets ap-
peal to modern-day design, 
and are available in one-
piece or two-piece options, 
including tank and bowl, 
which come ready for assem-
bly. Featuring clean lines, the 
outside of a toilet has become 

easier to clean with a con-
cealed trapway at its base. 
“Some toilet designs have 
fewer nooks and crannies, 
which makes them easier to 
keep hygienic,” York says. 
“Also, toilets with a rimless 
bowl design eliminate clean-
ing issues in those hard-to-
reach areas in toilets with a 
traditional rim on the bowl.”
 Mansfield manufactures 
Cascade — a high-efficiency, 
rimless toilet featuring a me-
chanical design that creates a 
strong swirling action, which 
clears the bowl. Today’s toi-
lets have different locations 
for the flushing handle — or 
button — which can be on the 
front, side or top of the tank, 
along with variations to the 
bowl, which can be round or 
elongated.
 When it comes to color 
and construction, York says 
most want to keep their toi-
lets bright white porcelain. 
“The days of the avocado 
green or harvest gold toi-
let are long gone,” he says. 
“Customers aren’t only dis-
cerning about the look of a 

toilet, they also want it to sit 
at the right height.”
 The standard toilet height 
is anywhere from 14 3/4 to 15 
1/2 inches from floor to the 
top of the toilet seat. Taller 
toilets sit higher at 16 to 17 
1/4 inches, which provides 
more comfortable access for 
users, according to York.
 “Even though it’s just a 
matter of 2 inches or so on 
the toilet height, it makes a 
world of difference,” he says. 
“As people age, it’s more 
difficult to get up and down 
from a standard toilet. Taller 
toilets are easier to use for 
many people, including those 
who are taller themselves or 
have physical challenges.”
 While popular in inter-
national markets, American 
bathrooms don’t usually in-
clude bidets, says York. But 
no matter your “throne” se-
lection, York advises hiring 
a professional plumber to in-
stall a new toilet.
 “Before you buy a new 
toilet, make sure you know 
how far the drain in the floor 
is from the wall. Usually, it’s 

1-foot standard, but make 
sure a new toilet will fit the 
space,” he says. “Whenever 
you deal with water, it’s al-
ways good to hire a profes-
sional, because it can become 
a mess real quick, if you don’t 
know what you’re doing.”
 For those families that 
battle over the toilet seat be-
ing left up, York says many 
manufacturers make models 
that lower the toilet seat gen-
tly with a single touch. 
 “Mansfield Plumbing calls 
it ‘Smart Close’ technology,” 
York says. “A new high-ef-
ficiency toilet with an easy-
close seat can help create 
harmony in a family and bliss 
in the bathroom.”

WatEr CLosEt  
CoNsErVatioN

 To see how much water 
(and money) you can po-
tentially save with a high-
efficiency toilet, access the 
Water Savings Calculator at 
MansfieldPlumbing.com un-
der the Resources & Specifi-
cations tab.

loo 
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photos/mansfield plumBinG products  
Talking about toilets is more relevant than ever, especially when it 
comes to the topic of water conservation in the home. An older toilet 
will use up to 3.5 gallons per flush, compared to today’s high-efficiency 
toilet — such as Mansfield Plumbing’s Essence model (above) — which 
uses 1.28 gallons per flush. Today’s toilets have different locations for 
the flushing handle, which can be located on the front, side or top of the 
tank. Blending traditional and modern elements, this Mansfield Plumb-
ing Montclair toilet (right) fuses simple lines with classic design.
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our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

 The moniker “historic Alexandria” generally brings to mind 
images of Old Town, with the quaint cobblestones of Prince and 
Princess streets and its mixture of clapboard Colonial and brick 
Federal-style houses. It’s easy to forget that the Old and Historic 
District does not contain all of Alexandria’s important buildings.
 Historic doesn’t just mean old; it also confers significance. 
Christ Church, Gadsby’s Tavern and Robert E. Lee’s boyhood 
home all are both old and important. But few historic buildings in 
Alexandria are more significant — and less known — than the resi-
dence of former President Gerald Ford and his wife Betty at 514 
Crown View Drive in the Clover neighborhood near Janneys Lane.
 This house, built in 1955 by the then-congressman and his wife, 
served as Ford’s home during his tenure as vice president, and brief-
ly as the United States’ presidential residence during the transition 
after President Richard Nixon’s resignation and before the Fords’ 
arrival in the White House. Ford was in the study of this house in 
1973 when he learned Nixon wanted him to become vice president 
following Spiro Agnew’s resignation, and he was in the same room 
in 1974 when he learned Nixon was resigning and he would be-
come president.
 The Ford residence is already on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Sadly, this designation is not enough to protect its character 
from being threatened by ill-advised adjacent development.
 Earlier this month, the city planning commission approved the 
subdivision of two adjoining lots on Vassar Road into three. Several 
commissioners said that while they didn’t like the subdivision, their 
hands were tied by limits on their oversight. This move will allow 
three houses instead of two to be proposed for the parcel, depending 
on what the city Board of Zoning Appeals approves. 
 Potentially, one of Alexandria’s most historically significant 
dwellings could be surrounded by towering new homes. It doesn’t 
have to be this way.
 The Clover neighborhood should be considered for designation 
as a historic district, like the Old and Historic and Parker-Gray dis-
tricts, so that the city can exercise greater control over the type of 
buildings that can be erected there. The blocks adjacent to the Ford 
home would then be subject to more stringent oversight to maintain 
the character of the neighborhood.
 In the absence of such a designation, we hope city council over-
turns the planning commission’s decision to subdivide the two adja-
cent lots into three, or that commissioners take a firm stance on any 
homes proposed for the property. At a minimum they should follow 
commissioner Stuart Dunn’s recommendation that different compa-
rable lots be used to determine whether subdivision is justified.
 The Ford house should be viewed as one of Alexandria’s his-
toric treasures. Though it lasted only two and a half years, Ford’s 
presidency was historic in its own right. He was the only presi-
dent ever to hold the office without being elected president or vice 
president; he presided over our country’s final withdrawal from 
Vietnam; and he executed the controversial pardon of Nixon that 
enraged many, but ultimately enabled America to move on from 
the Watergate debacle.
 Ford’s Alexandria home, only the third ordinary house — along 
with Mount Vernon and the Octagon House in D.C. — to serve 
as the presidential residence during the United States’ history, de-
serves to be protected. For a city that touts its history as much as 
Alexandria does, it would be an outrage to do less.

Ford home needs additional protection

your Views

it’s time for a new direction on development
To the editor:
 With the Democratic pri-
mary and the general election 
four weeks and six months 
away, respectively, I think it 
prudent to evaluate the perfor-
mance of our governing bodies 
— the school board, mayor and 
city council — with respect to 
real estate development. Let 
us revisit the largest projects 
undertaken during the past sev-
eral years and grade the results 
based upon what was promised 
and what was produced. With 
all the talk of the Potomac Yard 
Metro station, how successful 
has the city been in real estate 
development?
 The issue of real estate 
development is a story of the 
city’s most loyal and revered 
constituents: developers. Let 
us begin with BRAC, that 
monster of a building on Sem-
inary Road, which was built 
with government funds and 
was predicted to deliver gobs 
of money thanks to exten-

sive commercial development 
around the site — a boon for 
the West End, we were told. 
Originally intended to occupy 
the Victory Center in Eisen-
hower Valley, the Department 
of Defense, wanting to save 
money, moved the BRAC 
building to Seminary Road at 
Mark Center, eliminating the 
need for a Metro attachment.
 The agency started con-
struction immediately, and 
Mayor Bill Euille and the city 
council, completely unaware 
of this action, were duped and 
the rest is history. We will fore-
go millions of dollars in tax 
revenue forever on this land, 
as the structure is a federal 
government building. A grade 
of F for Euille and the council, 
composed then of four of the 
six current members.
 Moving on, the Old Do-
minion Boat Club finally 
caved after years of tur-
moil and agreed to be sold 
and relocated. Although the 

club did not stop fighting, 
in the end, it lost to emi-
nent domain, a back door 
maneuver employed by the 
city to obtain property un-
der the premise that it will 
be converted for public use. 
It’s slated for a park today 
but what about tomorrow? 
I love parks, but did we re-
ally need a park at a cost 
of $5 million? I hate to be 
cynical, but Virtue Feed 
and Grain was the biggest 
winner in this legal action, 
as an alleyway next to the 
restaurant formerly used as 
a boat passageway is now a 
charming outdoor cafe and 
the upstairs dining room 
will have water views. A 
grade of D is warranted be-
cause we did get some green 
space, but this was a great 
return only for the investors 
in this restaurant.
 What about Jefferson-
Houston School, budgeted at 

SEE dEVEloPmEnt | 26
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the rampant 
development 

of the past 15-plus 
years has consumed 
alexandria’s back 
yard, front yard 
and side yards 
combined. it has 
been a gold mine for 
developers but has 
left alexandrians  
holding the bag ... ” 

To the editor:
 I am writing to express 
my support for Vice Mayor 
Allison Silberberg’s candi-
dacy for mayor. Recent let-
ters in support of Mayor Bill 
Euille and former Mayor 
Kerry Donley have asserted 
that Silberberg is a populist 
candidate who appeals only 
to the NIMBY faction of our 
city, particularly on issues of 
development.
 While I don’t think that’s 
an accurate description of her, 
I do believe Euille and Don-
ley could have used a touch of 
NIMBY during their respec-
tive turns at the helm of the 
city. The rampant develop-
ment of the past 15-plus years 
has consumed Alexandria’s 
back yard, front yard and side 
yards combined. It has been a 
gold mine for developers but 
has left Alexandrians holding 
the bag with overtaxed infra-
structure, clogged roads and 

diminished open space.
 Exhibit A is the boon-
doggle of BRAC at Mark 
Center, which looms over the 
Winkler Botanical Preserve 

and has destroyed the char-
acter of the city’s West End. 
While that project took place 
under Euille’s watch, Don-
ley acknowledged he voted 

to change zoning regulations 
that allowed for the massive 
increase in density at that site, 
all without any access to pub-
lic transportation.
 But that’s just one exam-
ple of the poor development 
that has taken over the city. 
In the past 10 years, the city 
has opened its arms to enor-
mous commercial construc-
tion along U.S. Route 1 and 
in the Eisenhower Valley, 
where many of the buildings 
now sit unoccupied. More 
are coming. Meanwhile, 
sprawling residential condo 
complexes and townhouse 
projects throughout the Po-
tomac Yard development 
have created density levels 
that rival the biggest cities in 
the country.

 And while the city has 
given carte blanche to the 
developers, it has demanded 

To the editor:
 Alexandria’s streets have 
suffered through two harsh 
winters that have caused a 
rash of potholes throughout 
our city. Even with a hasty 
campaign of spring patch-
ing, things remain rocky. Not 
only do some of the holes 
remain, but the patching is 
haphazard and leaves a lot of 
bumps. Drivers swerving to 
avoid losing a tire in one of 
these potholes or rattling their 
teeth loose on the bumps are 
endangering other cars and 
drivers. It’s a vicious cycle. 
How did Alexandria’s streets 
get so bad?
 One answer is that Alex-
andria’s budgets for the past 
few years have suffered from 
inadequate revenues while 
expenses continue to rise. I 
have yet to see a pothole that 
gets cheaper because it was 
not filled, and deferred main-
tenance is actually more ex-
pensive in the long run.   

       Meanwhile, our streets 
have suffered from normal 
aging and wear and tear in ad-
dition to those two hard win-
ters already mentioned. We 
need to improve our revenue 
stream so we can maintain all 
sectors of our transportation 
network, particularly the poor 
street conditions that are an 
obvious problem to citizens.
 Our city will benefit from 
leadership that has a com-
plete understanding of fi-
nance, long-range planning, 
and the consequences of ne-
glecting our priorities. Kerry 
Donley is running for mayor, 
and I support him because 
I believe he has the knowl-
edge, vision and experience 
to make sure this city lives 
up to its obligations and po-
tential in all ways.
 Donley has held leader-
ship positions in Alexandria 
and regionally for many 
years. He has served a total 
of 18 years as a city coun-

cilor, vice mayor and mayor, 
most recently serving as vice 
mayor from 2009 to 2012. 
During those years he also 
represented the city on the 
Northern Virginia Trans-
portation Commission, in-
cluding as chair, and on the 
Northern Virginia Transpor-
tation Authority.
 He served for years on 
the board of the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Gov-
ernments. He has a thorough 
understanding of our regional 
traffic grid and the impor-
tance of both roads and tran-
sit. A banker by profession, 
he understands municipal 
finance. He’ll make a differ-
ence to our city, its residents, 
and its roads.
 Join me in voting for Don-
ley for mayor on June 9. He 
cares, he knows how, and 
he’ll fix things.

- Kevin Grim
Alexandria 

silberberg is right on development

Donley will get city’s fiscal house in order

Senior Corner
with Cedar Dvorin

 If you are about to turn 65 
or have ever had questions 
about your Medicare benefits, 
you’ll be pleased to know that 
the City of Alexandria now 
has its own Virginia Insur-
ance Counseling and Assis-
tance Program (VICAP) and 
Senior Medicare Patrol in the 
Division of Aging and Adult 
Services. 
 VICAP is part of a national 
network of programs that of-
fer free, unbiased, confidential 
counseling for people with 
Medicare and their caregivers. 
Counseling topics include all 
parts of Medicare — parts A, 
B, C and D — Medicare Sup-
plement (medigap) insurance, 
long-term care insurance and 
information about subsidies 
for low-income residents.
 We will offer New to 
Medicare — “The ABCD’s of 
Medicare” — classes through-
out the year and Medicare 
Update sessions in late fall, 
before Medicare enters open 
enrollment. For people with 
Medicare Part D (Prescrip-
tion Drug Insurance) or Part 
C (Medicare health plans) it is 
especially important to use the 
Medicare Plan Finder during 
Open Enrollment from Octo-
ber 15 through December 7, as 
plans change each year.
 Senior Medicare Patrols 
empower and assist Medicare 
beneficiaries, their families, 
and caregivers to prevent, 
detect, and report health 
care fraud, errors, and abuse 
through outreach, counsel-
ing, and education. There are 
three main areas:
• Conduct outreach and edu-

cation. SMPs give presenta-
tions to groups, exhibit at 
events, and work one-on-one 
with Medicare beneficiaries. 

• Engage volunteers. Protect-
ing older people’s health, 
finances, and medical iden-
tity while saving precious 
Medicare dollars is a cause 
that attracts civic-minded 
Americans. The SMP pro-
gram engages more than 
5,000 volunteers nationally 
who collectively contrib-
ute approximately 150,000 
hours each year.

• Receive beneficiary com-
plaints. When Medicare ben-
eficiaries, caregivers, and 
family members bring their 
complaints to the SMP, the 
SMP makes a determination 
about whether or not fraud, 
errors, or abuse are suspect-
ed. When fraud or abuse are 
suspected, they make refer-
rals to the appropriate state 
and federal agencies for fur-
ther investigation.

 We are looking for VICAP 
and SMP volunteers to edu-
cate, counsel and assist people 
with Medicare and prevent 
healthcare fraud. Volunteers 
receive training on Medicare 
and related insurance topics. 
We need volunteers who are 
free primarily during business 
hours, occasional evenings 
and weekends. No one who 
is licensed to sell insurance is 
eligible. Bilingual volunteers 
are especially welcome. 
 For questions about Medi-
care or more information 
about volunteering, please 
call 703-746-5999, ext. 1 and 
ask for the VICAP counselor 
or send an email to cedar.
dvorin@alexandriava.gov.

 
The writer is the VICAP 

coordinator for the division 
of aging and adult services at 

the city department of com-
munity and human resources.

VICAP in Alexandria can help 
navigate federal programs 
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To the editor:
 In 34 years of service in the 
Alexandria Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office, I worked 
with five different mayors. 
Hands down, Kerry Donley 
was the most effective, and the 
city would be fortunate to have 
him at the helm once again.
 The challenges facing Al-
exandria make the stakes in 
the coming election higher 
than usual. Balancing revenue 
sources to meet core expenses, 
repairing an aging infrastruc-
ture and fostering a first-class 
work force that can continue 
to meet the high demands for 
service to the citizens are all 
matters that are close to a tip-
ping point. Addressing these 
issues will require informed 
and decisive leadership.
 What sets Donley apart 
from his two competitors in 
the June 9 Democratic pri-
mary are two critical qualifica-
tions: vision and experience. 
Mayor Bill Euille means well, 
but unfortunately his steward-
ship has been mostly reactive. 
Donley’s governance was and 
will be proactive: he has a 
clear vision, sees what is ahead 
and can plan accordingly. One-
term Vice Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg is, by any objective 
standard, simply not ready to 
be mayor. Governing the city 

effectively will require exten-
sive budgetary and managerial 
experience which she lacks, 
and which Donley brings to 
the job on day one.
 Donley’s record, and his 
clear articulation of what lies 
ahead, demonstrate his solid 
understanding of and focus on 
the core responsibilities of mu-
nicipal government. Whatever 
else this election may be about, 
it should focus on selection of 
a candidate for mayor who has 
the common sense, vision, ex-
perience and decisive leader-
ship ability to govern efficiently 
and in the best interests of the 
city. By this measure, Kerry 
Donley is the clear choice.

- Former Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Randolph Sengel

Donley has the vision and 
experience to lead alexandria

relatively little in return for 
the benefit of residents. I’m 
referring to the dearth of 
open space.
 Instead of demanding a 
substantial “Central Park” 
amidst the all-consuming 
development of Potomac 
Yard or requiring develop-
ers to adhere to progres-
sive density-to-open-space 
ratios, we are expected to 
be grateful for a liner park 
running alongside the rail-
road tracks — a space that 
is generally too small to 
accommodate more town-
houses anyway. The rest of 
the open space throughout 
the Potomac Yard develop-
ment appears in the form 
of grassy medians, which 
are nice as a landscaping 
convention, but would you 
want to play ball with your 
children there?
 Next up is the Old Town 
waterfront. Developers al-
ready are champing at the 
bit to build hotels and other 
buildings that bust density 
levels and clash with the 
historic surroundings.
 To many longtime resi-
dents, the sheer scope and 
density of these projects, 
along with the lack of cor-
responding open space, is 
turning Alexandria into 
something akin to Tysons 
Corner. It’s a lost oppor-
tunity that will be handed 
down to future generations. 
It’s time for a change: Vote 
Allison Silberberg.

- Neal Learner
Alexandria

silBErBErg 
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To the editor:
 I am surprised to learn that 
former Mayor Kerry Donley, 
who has been involved in our 
city for many years both as a 
banker and as an elected offi-
cial, still does not understand 
that elected officials cannot 
control the pace of develop-
ment. However much we may 
enact permissive rules such as 
overlay districts and approve 
massive increases in density, 
the ultimate choice on whether 
or not to build belongs to inves-
tors, whose decisions are based 
as much on the economy as on 
whether a local government is 
“business friendly.”
 During his last term on 
city council, Donley attended 
many public meetings and took 
an active part in the creation 
of the Beauregard Corridor 
Plan, a large increase in den-
sity involving the destruction 
of many garden apartments 
in the West End. That plan 
was approved by city council 
almost three years ago, but to 
date very little has changed 
there. There are no develop-
ment plans likely to be ready 
for approval any time soon.
 Even earlier, the city ap-
proved a redesign of Landmark 
Mall. Nothing has changed 
there either, although the plan-
ning department does have 

some proposals that may be 
approved next fall. Despite the 
near emptiness of the existing 
mall, Donley now is touting 
using an overlay district in the 
Eisenhower West area for an-
other big box retail center. I see 
no demand for such a center in 
that location.
 Meanwhile, the big box 
shopping center in Potomac 
Yard brings in around $14 mil-
lion in annual revenue for the 
city, mostly from sales taxes. 
My observation of the license 
plates in the parking lot sug-
gests that part of its com-
mercial success is that it at-
tracts shoppers from southeast 
Washington and nearby Prince 
George’s County in Maryland. 
Both Donley and Mayor Bill 
Euille are willing to forgo most 
of that revenue for a new plan 
for the neighborhood with a 
Metro station that would cost at 
least $268 million to build.
 Continuing to approve mas-
sive density increases and expen-
sive infrastructure projects in the 
hope of attracting more business 
as both the mayor and Donley 
urge us to do is not a realistic plan 
for the city’s future. We need a 
new approach and new ideas. In 
other words, we need a new 
mayor: Allison Silberberg. 

- Katy Cannady
Alexandria

New plans do not mean new 
development

Online 
all the time:

donley’s 
record, 

and his clear 
articulation of 
what lies ahead, 
demonstrate 
his solid under-
standing of and 
focus on the core 
responsibilities 
of municipal 
government.”
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$36 million and built at a price 
tag of $44 million? Now just 
56 percent occupied and non-
accredited, the school stands 
as a monument to the total 
ineptness of the city council 
and school board in pursuing 
a project for their self interest 
when the state ruled against it. 
What has been the return on 
this gem? Zero. Grade F mi-
nus. It would be better used as 
a middle school later.
 And what about T.C. Wil-
liams High School — budgeted 
at $89 million, quickly raised 

to $99 million and with a fi-
nal cost closer to $125 million. 
Will we ever stay within the 
confines of a budget? It is cur-
rently over-enrolled, showing a 
lack of foresight, with either an 
addition or a new school in the 
works in the next three years. 
Grade A for upscale appear-
ance but an F for foresight.
  I am aware of the need for 
a modern police facility but the 
one we built is like the Taj Ma-
hal. Did we really need an $80 
million police station? Surely 
$30 million would have cov-
ered it and the rest could have 
gone for a raise in pay for the 
most underpaid police force in 

the area. Grade D: the station 
was far too expensive. 
 These are the major com-
pleted projects of the past sev-
eral years. What is your opin-
ion of the development issues 
in our city — are you comfort-
able with these projects? Can 
you visualize that the Potomac 
Yard Metro station — branded 
as a sure thing — may not be 
the city’s lottery ticket? How 
can we pin our hopes on that 
venture when so many others 
have turned up wrong? There 
are no winners in this bunch, 
so the cumulative grade is an 
“F.” In this environment, it is 
too expensive to fail. Our fi-

nancial ratios, which used to 
govern prudent spending, are 
long gone. We are running out 
of options. The budget for the 
Metro project will be much 
greater than current estimates, 
as has been the case in every 
major project. It would be fis-
cal suicide to build this now. 
Forget the legacy. We will no 
longer settle for what has not 
worked — familiar faces be-
speak old ideas. We desperate-
ly need new faces, new ideas 
and a commitment to mea-
sured growth that will stand 
the test of time.

- William A. Goff
Alexandria
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Take the poll at 
alextimes.com

Last Week 
Due to technical problems, the times will not be  
publishing the results of last week’s poll. 
the times regrets any inconvenience.

Weekly Poll

From thE WEB

a.  yes, it should be part of a full historic district.
B. yes, but only using existing zoning rules.
C. No, let the neighbors build.

this Week 
should the gerald Ford house be afforded additional  
historic protections?

lexandria’s new market 
house and town hall 
structure on North Roy-

al Street was a vast improve-
ment over the earlier build-
ings across the market place 
at North Fairfax and Cameron 
streets when it opened in 1817. 
The structure included 
space for the Alexan-
dria Library, the clerk 
of the Circuit Court for 
the District of Colum-
bia — which at the time 
included Alexandria — 
and a room with meet-
ing space for the local 
Masonic Lodge. 
 After 1827, a space 
was designated for town 
council meetings. The 
third floor was occu-
pied by the Alexandria 
Museum, which was 
developed by local historian Ma-
jor Mountford. The lodge and 
museum rooms were the site of 
a lavish reception to honor the 
Marquis de Lafayette during his 
month-long visit to Alexandria 
in 1824. 
 The east side of the building, 
as seen extending across this 
pre-1871 view facing the market 
place, was occupied by a two-
story porch and the stalls of 23 
butchers who plied their cutlery 
skills within the enclosures be-
fore cuts of meat were presented 
for sale within the nearby square. 
There were also a number of 
benches under the shaded por-
tico to provide a cool place of re-
spite for those from the Virginia 
hinterlands who had traveled to 
Alexandria to sell their produce 
and wares. In the background 
of the drawing can be seen the 
dormer and roof of Gadsby’s 

Tavern, and in the foreground is 
the cupola of the Hydralion Fire 
Company, which contained an 
active fire bell.
 During the mid-19th centu-
ry, the frontage along Cameron 
Street was still occupied by the 
original market house building, 

which was built in 1785. How-
ever, by the time the Civil War 
had ended, it was in deplorable 
condition. When the roof was 
repaired in 1869, the local news-
paper at the time complained 
bitterly that the old building was 
in such poor condition that the 
only proper remedy was to pull 
it down completely and rebuild, 
lest guests at the nearby Man-
sion House Hotel would need to 
call for “something” to revive 
them after looking out their 
guest room windows. 
 In response to the ensuing 
public outcry about the market 
building conditions, plans were 
drawn up by local architect 
Benjamin Price to renovate and 
rebuild the market house to fit 
in with the 1817 town hall and 
extend eastward along Cameron 
Street. This project began later 
that year and was largely com-

plete by 1871, when plans were 
discussed to add a new court-
house to the complex. This new 
structure would also include a 
new police station, public hall 
and fireproof records room, a 
necessity lacking in the existing 
town hall building. But despite 

the best of intentions, 
the plans were too late to 
avert a municipal tragedy.
   The fire at the town 
hall began in the early 
morning hours of May 
19, 1871. A twice hourly 
check on the structure 
by Alexandria police of-
ficers noted no suspicious 
activity at midnight, but a 
check 30 minutes later en-
countered smoke emanat-
ing from the building. A 
call was put out to the fire 
company nearby, which 

responded almost immediately.     
    But within minutes the smoke 
intensified and soon the building 
was engulfed in furious flames 
licking out from the windows 
and ascending up the tall clock 
tower fronting Royal Street. 
Suddenly, Benjamin Latrobe’s 
magnificent steeple twisted and 
collapsed, which spread the fire 
deeper within the structure until 
the building and nearby struc-
tures were a total loss. City fa-
thers, stunned by the event for 
which no cause was ever clearly 
determined, acted within days 
to develop a new building plan 
for the municipality. For the first 
time, they decided that public 
municipal services would be co-
ordinated within a modern, fire-
proof building.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of  Historic Alexandria.

A

photo/office of historic alexandria

a devastating fire brings sweeping changes

saveourchainlinkfences 
writes:
 As a resident of Alexandria, 
I continue to be shocked at the 
desire by residents to keep ev-
erything the same and oust any 
politician who wants to improve 
our fair city. Our waterfront is 
such a broken up hodgepodge of 
ugly old parking lots and ware-
houses, often surrounded by 
chain link fences.
 The recent developments 
would make a more attractive 
waterfront, increase public areas 
and provide increased tax base. 
Alexandrians need to embrace 
well thought out change, not re-
ject it.

CyclistPedestrianmotorist 
writes: 
 The issues described by Mr. 
Van Fleet are meaningless when 
compared with what will happen 
when the water level in the Po-
tomac rises as our climate contin-
ues to change. There is a good rea-
son to oppose development of this 
sort on the waterfront, however it 
has little to do with parking or the 
Historic District.
 Once the river’s water level 
rises, these proposed buildings 
will be in big trouble and will 
likely have to be abandoned. 
Luckily, the federal government 
will bail out the property owners 
via their insane flood insurance 
program, which underprices risk 
of properties built on the water.
 The city is probably better 
off building a series of canals a 
la Amsterdam to prepare for the 
inevitable.

in response to “robinson 
terminal south hearings 
ignored critical issues,”  
may 7:
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turning Back time 

this week in 2007:
Now free, the work begins in earnest  –  “The 
site was ablaze with the light of 1,800 luminaria in memory 
of the freedmen who are buried there. Now, with the rededi-
cation of the Freedmen’s Cemetery, the real work can begin.”

Ford’s home is for sale – “Five years after Lt. Com-
mander Gerald Ford left the Navy, he and his family rented 
a dwelling in the Parkfairfax neighborhood of Alexandria. 
Four years after that, in 1955, during his fourth year in Con-
gress, they moved into their newly-built home on Crown 
View Drive. Their next move was to the White House, when 
Ford became president after Richard Nicon resigned in 
1974. The Crown View Drive house is now a National His-
toric Landmark. It is listed for sale at $999,000.”

Perry’s future with schools in question – 
“Five members of the Alexandria School Board have ap-
parently decided not to renew Superintendent Rebecca L. 
Perry’s contract when it expires in June, 2008. No vote has 
been taken and many questions remain unanswered.”

residents raise questions 
of fairness
By chris tEalE

 On the surface, Alexandria 
City Council’s plan to help fund 
the Potomac Yard Metrorail sta-
tion by establishing two Special 
Tax Districts near the proposed 
site is legal under Virginia law 
and a practice that is used regu-
larly across the country.
 But a group of residents in 
Potomac Yard believe that the 
way it has been formulated is 
fundamentally unfair, and have 
organized themselves into a 
committee to rally against it.
   Known as the Potomac 
Yard Special Tax District Com-
mittee for Tax Fairness, the 
grassroots group is made up 
of around 10 members and has 
been in operation since March, 
with its first formal meeting 
held on March 31. They said 
they represent approximately 
300 homes between U.S. 
Route 1 and Potomac Avenue, 
to the southwest of the site of 

the proposed station.
 The group’s concern focuses 
on the fact that their community 
is within Tier II of the Special 
Tax District — taxed an extra 
10 cents per $100 of valua-
tion on their property — with 
the neighborhood being made 
up primarily of single-family 
residential units. Two similar 
communities were part of the 
Special Tax District’s second 
tier, but were able to be ex-
cluded from the district before 
its approval in 2011: Old Town 
Greens and Potomac Greens.
 Group leaders said home-
owners were aware that their 
properties may be subject to an 
additional tax in their closing 
documents, but that city officials 
were reticent to discuss too many 
details on the financing of the 
Metro station. They added that 
they are in favor of the proposed 
Metro station at Potomac Yard 
generally speaking, but find this 
aspect of its financing troubling.
 “I think the main issue there 
was everybody was aware that 

we could have a Special Tax 
District … but nobody knew 
or was completely sure as to 
whether only our community 
was in that Special Tax Dis-
trict,” said member Rafael 
Lima. “Once we started inves-
tigating and understanding both 
how this tax district was con-
structed and why in the end only 
our community was included, 
we thought that was the wrong 
thing and the city was taking an 
unfair approach generally.” 
 The committee has two re-
quests: either the city should in-
clude more nearby communities 
in the district or remove their 
neighborhood completely from 
the proposed district as they did 
with Potomac Greens and Old 
Town Greens.
  “I think the city will be ul-
timately the main beneficiary 
from [the station],” said Lima. 
“The way we saw it, and if you 
go to the dockets of the meeting, 
we found evidence that as the city 
declared the area of public inter-
est, there were several commu-
nities being established, among 
which Old Town Greens and 
Potomac Greens and ourselves 
were initially considered as part 
of the contributors to a portion of 
the Special Tax District. 
 “As the Special Tax District 
evolved, these two communities 
somehow managed to be exclud-
ed from the Special Tax District. 
The reasons are by and large ap-
plicable to us as a community.”
 To try and achieve their 
goals, the committee said they 
have met one-to-one with every 
city councilor, and have a peti-
tion with more than 210 signa-
tures that they presented at the 
public hearing. They said that 
residents and city councilors 
alike have been supportive of 
their point of view.
 City Councilor Tim Lovain 
said he understands the group’s 
viewpoint and is sympathetic to 
their position. But he noted that 
there has yet to be a formal deci-
sion on whether the tax districts 
will be amended.

 “As I heard them out and 
what they had to say, it does 
seem to me that it might be 
possible to change the taxing 
district in a way that maintains 
roughly the same level of fund-
ing in a somewhat fair way,” he 
said. “It’s something that’s go-
ing to take some thought, and 
because the taxes don’t kick in 
for a couple of years, we have 
some time. I thought they made 
some cogent arguments that 
council should consider.
 “I think special tax districts 
are very common, perfectly le-
gal and appropriate but some-
times the devil is in the details. 
We just need to figure out how 
you define the Special Tax Dis-
trict in a fair and equitable way. 
I certainly don’t want to do away 
with either of the special tax dis-
tricts, but it may be possible to 
revisit the details.”
 City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg took a similarly pragmatic 
view.
 “In the beginning when the 
city was looking at the Metro 
and we knew that this was re-
ally going to happen this time, 
we did look at setting up two 
[Special Tax Districts] as a way 
to put together what was rather a 
complex financial package at the 
time to help finance the building 
of the station,” he said. “Each 
piece, even though it was small, 
was important to that puzzle. If 
one piece goes, it’s not complete 
or it falls down. 
 “It was very carefully crafted 
and there were some other deci-
sions made, I know some other 
people were taken out who were 
already living there or had been 
living there for quite a while, 
so that’s also a concern. At the 
end of the day, we had to move 
together and move forward with 
something, so the current plan is 
what we have now.”
 Time is running out for any 
changes, but the members are 
confident it can be done, and 
say they are willing on an indi-
vidual level to continue to chal-
lenge the districts.

Potomac Yard Special Tax Districts 
come under fire ahead of vote
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Tickets: $85 per person
For tickets and more information, 
call 703.746.5663, email thefundforalexchild@alexandriava.gov,
go to www.alexandriava.gov/thefundforalexchild.

TO BENEFIT 

THE FUND FOR ALEXANDRIA’S CHILD
Helping foster, and at-risk children enjoy experiences other kids take for granted.

Friday, June 5, 2015  |  7 p.m.

HOTEL MONACO
480 King Street  |  Alexandria, VA

Live Music and Dancing
Kate Moran Band

Hors d’oeuvres | Desserts 
2 drinks included

Dress: Beach casual.  
Adults only, please. 

Raffle and Silent Auction
Win a St. Croix Carambola vacation,
including a $500 airfare credit!

Raffle tickets are $5 each or
five for $20.
You need not be present to win.

All proceeds go directly to foster children. There are no overhead costs.  
All donations are tax deductible in accordance with federal law.
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Hors d’oeuvres | Desserts 
2 drinks included

Dress: Beach casual.  
Adults only, please. 

Raffle and Silent Auction
Win a St. Croix Carambola vacation,
including a $500 airfare credit!

Raffle tickets are $5 each or
five for $20.
You need not be present to win.

All proceeds go directly to foster children. There are no overhead costs.  
All donations are tax deductible in accordance with federal law.
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Alexandria Times’
 Cause of the Month

Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday
December 5-21, 2014

December 22, 23 & 24, 2014

Stop by Volunteer Alexandria and Hunger-Free 
Alexandria’s tents for toys and canned food donations

Outdoor European Style Market
Art & Craft Vendors | Children’s Corner

Glühwein Hot Wine | Diverse Food Selections | Live Music
300 John Carlyle Street – Alexandria 

alexandriaholidaymarket.com

Partners

EVENT MANAGEMENT
Superior work with Brilliant results

BS&

s
Alexandria's

Holiday  Market

Found as a VERY pregnant 
mom-to-be, sweet Fossar 
had her kittens in a wonder- 
ful foster home and brought 
them up right.  Now she is 
ready for her forever home. 
Come meet this dear girl 
on Saturday or Sunday  
from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. 
For more information 
contact King Street Cats. 

Fabulous Fossar

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

aCross

1 Famous diamond
5 France wine place
11 Mobile phone download
14 Type of start
19 It comes to mind
20 One living off the land?
21 Historical period
22 Central New York city
23 Dry cleaner’s method, typically
26 Variable stars
27 Welcomed as a brother?
28 Shirley MacLaine film title word
30 Title with a tilde
31 Make lace palindromically
33 Listless feeling
34 Up and around
37 Native of Israel
39 “___ of fire, break glass”
43 Bad joke’s sound?
44 Chain reaction requirement
49 Vitality
50 Asian food staple
51 Alphabetic character of old
52 Handle adversity
53 Old gambling game
54 Rub the wrong way
55 Was deprived of
59 Cap for Picasso
60 Spanish fortress
62 Provide an address?
63 Clear the blackboard
64 Hazardous inert gas
65 Expect
66 Emulate a trolley bell
68 Upright pillar
70 Leaflike flower part
71 Alarm clocks, e.g.
74 Gave false hope to

75 Having a senior moment?
77 Appetizer selection
78 Nerve cell process
79 Burnoose wearer
80 Give the heave-ho
81 Type of list
82 Fraternity “T”
83 Stain-free state
87 Boss of the fashion industry
88 Prevents, in legalspeak
90 Boot out of one’s own country
91 Type of nut
92 Concert site
95 Be moved to tears
96 Boiling byproduct
99 One putting on a show
103 Avian sounds
107 Eyelashes
108 Thing to do when retiring?
111 Spiral-horned antelope
112 Blood classification syst.
113 Moon of Jupiter
114 Land surrounded by water
115 Balladeer’s repertoire
116 Computer network acronym
117 Smoky vessel in a church
118 Boston cager, informally
DoWN
1 “Place to play old records
2 Scandinavian war god
3 Persian fairy
4 Part of Manhattan
5 One of billions
6 Slow, to a musician
7 Not as dangerous
8 In the thick of
9 Garage occupant
10 “Uncanny” trio
11 One spelling of ages and ages

For last week’s solution 
please see page 31.

Weekly Words
12 Excessively proper one
13 Ecclesiastical plate
14 Some charity races
15 The “A” in AEC
16 “___, from New York ...”
17 Diagnostic test
18 Right on the map
24 Wedding cake feature
25 Brightly colored tropical fish
29 Absinthe flavor
31 ___ chi (martial art)
32 Major network
34 “Take ___ down memory lane”
35 Bake in a shallow dish, as eggs
36 Beat
37 “Little of this, little of that” dish
38 Creator of the March sisters
40 Balanced, as numbers
41 Ratios in trigonometry
42 Act theatrically
44 Mission statement
45 Haul to the police station
46 “___ the wild blue yonder”
47 Small grimace or pout
48 Quick on the uptake
53 Joanna of “Growing Pains”
55 Become broader
56 Hawkeye
57 High school sport
58 Port-au-Prince is its capital
59 Humdinger
61 Hair studio
65 Fit for planting
66 Kind of examination
67 Awkward boors
68 Patio flooring option
69 Austin’s place
70 Cry like a lamb
71 Chills, fever and sweating
72 Mountain crest
73 Ribbon holder
75 Male sib
76 One minus one
79 Altar locations
81 Like most good crosswords
83 Jam and jelly
84 Parolee, e.g.
85 Lady’s man
86 Like a fox
89 Following crew commands
91 “Art of Fugue” composer
93 Concerning birth
94 Cruise destination, sometimes
96 Farm storage buildings
97 Drivel
98 Painter Degas
99 Boardwalk coolers
100 “Venus de ___”
101 Blueprint
102 It’s pumped in a gym
103 Capital city on the Aare river
104 Fail to win
105 Peaceful pause
106 Proofreader’s mark
109 Sleuth, for short
110 Color

No LoNgEr iN By Henry Quarters
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mercial Service Low and I/Industrial.  
Note: DSP #2015-0005 will be heard by Plan-
ning Commission only and by City Council 
only upon appeal.
Applicant for the Text Amendment: City of Al-
exandria - Department of Planning and Zoning
Applicant for the Development Site Plan: Tar-
get represented by Michelle Rosati, attorney

Development Special Use Permit #2014-
0007
Special Use Permit #2015-0039 - Boat Dock-
ing Facility
Special Use Permit #2015-0041 - Restaurant 
Special Use Permit #2015-0052 - Hotel 
Transportation Management Plan SUP 
#2014-0117
500 and 501 North Union Street - Robin-
son Terminal North
Public hearing and consideration of requests 
for: (A) development special use permit, with 
site plan and modifications, to construct a 
mixed use development, an increase in the 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR), an increase in height 
from 30 feet to 50 feet, a parking reduction, 
and valet parking; (B) Special Use Permit for 
a facility used for docking of boats; (C) Spe-
cial Use Permit for restaurant; (D) Special Use 
Permit for a hotel; and (E) Special Use Permit 
for a Transportation Management Plan; zoned 
W 1/Waterfront Mixed-Use.
Applicant: Alexandria Terminal North LLC 
represented by Kenneth Wire, attorney

THE FOLLOWING WILL BE HEARD BY 
PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY 
COUNCIL ONLY UPON APPEAL:

Development Site Plan #2014-0025
1202 South Washington Street & 1204 
South Washington Street (Parcel Address: 
1150 South Washington Street) - Hunting 
Point Apartments
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for a development site plan, with modifica-
tions, to construct an amenity building to 
serve two existing residential apartment build-
ings; zoned RC/High Density Apartment.
Applicant: Hunting Point Apartments LLC 
represented by Mary Catherine Gibbs, attorney  

AlexAndriA BoArd of 
ArchitecturAl review

old & historic  
AlexAndriA district

leGAl notice of A  
PuBlic heArinG

A public hearing will be held by the Alex-
andria Board of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, June 3, 2015 beginning at 
7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second floor 
of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following applications:

CASE BAR2015-0128
Request for alterations and waiver of fence 
height requirements at 620 Queen St.
APPLICANT: Manchester Court Condos

CASE BAR2015-0129
Request for signage at 1001 King St.
APPLICANT: Teaspoon, LLC dba Bluprint 
Chocolatier’s

CASE BAR2015-0130
Request for alterations and a waiver of roof-
top HVAC screening requirement at 228 N 
Columbus St.
APPLICANT: Joseph Bailey

Information about the above item(s) may 
be obtained from the Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

AlexAndriA PlAnninG 
coMMission & citY council

 JUNE - 2015

The items described below will be heard by 
the Planning Commission and the City Coun-
cil on the dates and times listed below.  NO-
TICE:  Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar.  A consent 
item will be approved at the beginning of the 
meeting without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately.  The Planning 
Commission reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to a future date.   
For further information call the Department 
of Planning and Zoning on 703-746-4666 or 
visit www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2015
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2015
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

The Planning Commission will hold a work 
session on Tuesday, June 2nd at 6:00pm in 
the City Hall Council Work Room, 301 King 
Street to receive an update on the land use, 
building heights, open space, transportation, 
and planned implementation for Oakville 
Triangle Route 1.

The Planning Commission will hold a special 
public hearing on Thursday, June 4, 2015 
at 7:00pm to consider the following devel-
opment projects: Hunting Point Apartments 
(1202 & 1204 South Washington Street), 
Robinson Terminal North (500 & 501 North 
Union Street), and Target (3601 Jefferson Da-
vis Highway). The special public hearing will 
take place in City Council Chambers, City 
Hall, 301 King Street Alexandria VA 22314.  
The docket and staff reports can be found at 
www.alexandriava.gov/dockets

Off-Premises Alcoholic Beverage Sales
Public hearing and discussion of new stan-
dard condition language to be included in 
Special Use Permits that propose off prem-
ises alcoholic beverage sales.
Staff: City of Alexandria - Department of 
Planning and Zoning

Encroachment #2015-0002
700-710 North Washington Street (Parcel 
Address: 702 North Washington Street) 
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for an encroachment for a bay window into 
the public right-of-way; zoned CRMU-X/
Commercial Residential Mixed-Use.
APPLICANT: Mahmood Investment Cor-
poration

Special Use Permit #2015-0022
1725 Duke Street (King Street Station)   - 
Good Beer
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
to operate a restaurant; zoned OCH/Office 
Commercial High.
Applicant: Good Beer LLC

Special Use Permit #2015-0025
5778 Dow Avenue (Parcel Address: 650 
South Van Dorn Street) - Jimmy John’s
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
to operate a restaurant; zoned  CDD#17/Co-
ordinated Development District #17.
APPLICANT: Kith & Kim LLC 

 Special Use Permit #2015-0026
425 East Monroe Avenue - Aldi Parking 
Reduction
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for a parking reduction; zoned CDD#14/Co-
ordinated Development District #14 
APPLICANT: Aldi Inc. Maryland represent-
ed by M. Catharine Puskar, attorney

Special Use Permit #2015-0028
Encroachment #2015-0003
2312 Mount Vernon Avenue (Parcel Ad-
dresses: 2318 Mount Vernon Avenue & 
111 East Oxford Avenue) - Pork Barrel 
BBQ, Holy Cow, and The Sushi Bar
Public hearing and consideration of: A) a re-
quest to amend existing Special Use Permit 
#2010-0011 to increase number of seats, add 
live entertainment, and for a parking reduc-
tion; and B) a request for an encroachment 
into the public right of way; zoned CL/Com-
mercial Low, Mount Vernon Avenue Urban 
Overlay, and R2 5/Residential Single and 
Two Family.
APPLICANT: Hog Thaid LLC

Special Use Permit #2015-0029
5782 Dow Avenue (Parcel Address: 650 
South Van Dorn Street) - Starbucks Coffee
Public hearing and consideration of a request for 
an amendment to existing Special Use Permit 
#2015 0038 to extend the hours of operation at 
an approved restaurant; zoned CDD#17/Coor-
dinated Development District #17.
APPLICANT: Starbucks Corporation

Special Use Permit #2015-0047
814 King Street - Escape Room Live
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
to operate an amusement enterprise and a 
request for a parking reduction; zoned KR/
King Street Urban Retail.
APPLICANT: Escape Room Live LLC

Development Special Use Permit #2014 -0046
Transportation Management Plan SUP 
#2015-0021
4580 Duke Street (Parcel Address: 4600 
Duke Street)  - Aldi
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for: (A) A development special use permit 
and site plan with modifications to construct a 
grocery store including a special use permit re-
quest for a parking reduction; (B) A special use 
permit for a transportation management plan; 
zoned CG, Commercial General.  
APPLICANT: Aldi Inc. represented by M. 
Catharine Puskar, attorney

Text Amendment #2015-0003
Coordinated Development District Con-
cept Plan #2015-0002
430 & 450 South Pickett Street - Cameron 
Park
(A) Initiation of a text amendment; (B) Public 
hearing and consideration of a text amend-
ment to the Zoning Ordinance to amend Sec-
tion 5-602(A) to add home for the elderly as 
an allowable use to the CDD Zone Table for 
CDD #17a; and (C) an amendment to a pre-
viously approved CDD Concept Plan#2013-
0002 to allow for “Building B” to either be 
multi family residential or a home for the 
elderly; zoned CDD#17a/Coordinated Devel-
opment District #17a.
Applicant for Text Amendment: City of 
Alexandria - Department of Planning and 
Zoning
APPLICANT FOR CDD CONCEPT PLAN: 
Brandywine Senior Living represented by 
Kenneth Wire, attorney

Development Special Use Permit #2015-
0003
5801 and 5815 Duke Street - Landmark 
Mall
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for an amendment to Development Special 
Use Permit #2013-0004, with modifications 
and subdivision, to increase the retail and 

residential floor area; zoned CRMU M/Com-
mercial Residential Mixed Use  Medium.
APPLICANT: Landmark Mall LLC repre-
sented by Jonathan Rak, attorney

Development Special Use Permit #2015 
-0008
Transportation Management Plan SUP 
#2015-0045
2200 A Mill Road - Eisenhower East Block 
20
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for A) an extension to the date of expiration 
of a previously approved Development Spe-
cial Use Permit (DSUP #2012-0003) and an 
amendment to update various conditions to 
construct a commercial office building in-
cluding previous SUP approval for increased 
penthouse height and additional penthouses; 
and B) an extension to the date of expira-
tion of a previously approved Transportation 
Management Plan SUP (SUP #2012-0065) 
and an amendment to update various condi-
tions; zoned CDD #2/Coordinated Develop-
ment District #2.  
APPLICANT: LSREF2 Clover Property 12 
LLC represented by Duncan Blair, attorney

THE FOLLOWING WILL BE HEARD BY 
CITY COUNCIL ONLY:

Special Use Permit #2014-0110
815 ½ King Street
Public Hearing and Consideration of a 
request for an increase in floor area ratio 
(FAR); zoned KR/King Street Retail. Appli-
cant: Rob Kaufman
[This item was deferred from the February 
21, 2015 City Council Public Hearing.]

citY of AlexAndriA
PuBlic MeetinG

coMBined sewer sYsteM lonG 
terM control PlAn uPdAte

Thursday, June 18, 2015
7 - 9 p.m.

 
City Hall, Chet and Sabra Conference 

Room 2000
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

The City’s Department of Transportation 
and Environmental Services is hosting a 
public meeting and inviting public com-
ments related to the City’s Combined Sewer 
System (CSS) and its impacts on surface 
waters along with the City’s planning ef-
forts to meet new regulations pertaining to 
combined sewer overflows. The City’s CSS 
Permit requires the inclusion of community 
input in developing the update to the City’s 
Long Term Control Plan for its CSS. 

Give your written or oral comments at the 
public meeting. For more information or 
questions regarding the upcoming meet-
ing, please contact Erin Bevis-Carver, P.E.,  
Sanitary Section Lead, Transportation and 
Environmental Services at 703.746.4154 or 
Erin.BevisCarver@alexandriava.gov.

This meeting is open to the public. The City 
of Alexandria is committed to compliance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, as 
amended. To request a reasonable accommo-
dation, email Geralyn.Taylor@alexandriava.
gov or call 703.746.4084, Virginia Relay 711.

AlexAndriA PlAnninG 
coMMission & citY council

June 2015

The items described below will be heard by 
the Planning Commission and City Council 
on the dates and times listed below. NO-
TICE: Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. A consent 
item will be approved at the beginning of the 
meeting without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent calen-
dar and considered separately. The Planning 
Commission reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to a future date.  
For further information call the Department 
of Planning and Zoning on 703-746-4666 or 
visit www.alexandriava.gov/planning.

PLANNING COMMISSION
THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2015
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2015
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Text Amendment #2015-0004
Development Site Plan #2015-0005*
3601 Jefferson Davis Highway - Target
A) Initiation of a text amendment; B) Public 
hearing and consideration of a text amend-
ment to the Zoning Ordinance to amend the 
provisions of Section 5-602, Table 1, to permit 
an increase in the maximum square feet of al-
lowable development without a CDD Special 
Use Permit in CDD #19; and C) public hear-
ing and consideration of a request for a devel-
opment site plan amendment to construct an 
addition to the existing Target Store; zoned 
CDD #19 and underlying zones CSL/Com-

classifieds
lEgal noticE

Emmanuel Episcopal Preschool is 
seeking candidates for the position of 
preschool director. Ideal candidates 
will have a passion for progressive 
early childhood education, strong ad-
ministrative skills, and excellent inter-
personal and public speaking skills. 
The preschool director, in collaboration 
with the rector of Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church, provides direct administrative 
oversight of the half-day preschool 
program as well as leadership in devel-
oping and maintaining the vision and 
direction for the preschool. 

Qualifications:
Preferred: Bachelor’s degree in an 
education-related field, and Master’s 
degree in early childhood education or 
a related field; experience in a super-
visory/administrative/leadership role.
Required: Bachelor’ s degree and sev-
eral years of preschool teaching and/
or administration experience. 

The position is part time, typically 30 
hours per week, with an altered sum-
mer schedule, and duties spanning 
12 months. Competitive salary com-
mensurate with experience and edu-
cation. A June start date is preferred. 
To apply, please submit cover letter, 
resume, and statement of teaching 
philosophy, if possible, to Emmanuel 
Preschool Search Committee, 1608 
Russell Road, Alexandria, VA 22302 
or email it to administrator@emmanu-
elonhigh.org

hElP WantEd
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Reyes Holdings, aligned with leading brewers and foodservice 
providers, delivers the best-known brands and widest variety of 
food and beverage items to restaurants and retailers around the 
world. Reyes Fleet Management, a subsidiary of Reyes Holdings, 
utilizes a strong internal team of technicians and mechanics to 
provide top-quality fleet maintenance solutions to the company’s 
Distribution Centers throughout North America.

Fleet Diesel Mechanics frequently stand, walk, reach with 
hands and arms; frequently lift and/or move up to 50 pounds; 
and occasionally lift, and/or move up to 100 pounds in multi-
temperature environments. You must be able to work any day or 
shift and must pass post-offer drug test.

We offer competitive wages along with a vast array of benefits. 
Apply online at jobs.reyesholdings.com 
or call 1-855-4-Reyes-Career.
 
Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable individuals with 
disabilities to perform the essential functions. Equal Opportunity Employer/
Disabled/Veterans

Fleet Mechanic A - Washington DC 
This position requires a high school diploma or GED, a 
minimum of 4 years fleet diesel mechanic experience, 
and your own tools.  Reefer Experience a plus! MHE 
(Material Handling Equipment) experience and a  
CDL license preferred. 

FRED CALVIN 
ALEXANDER JR. (83),  
of Alexandria, May 9, 2015

PATRICK J. CONTE, 
formerly of Alexandria,  
April 29, 2015

VIRGINIA M. CONTEE (99),  
of Alexandria, May 11, 2015

EVELYN M. DAWSON,  
of Alexandria, May 3 2015

ESTHER H. GRAY (84),  
of Alexandria, May 15, 2015

IRENE E. HARRINGTON,  
of Alexandria, May 5 2015
SCOTT A. HARRIS,  
of Alexandria, May 2, 2015
HARRY JAMES HOWAR (92),  
of Alexandria, May 11, 2015
H. CURTISS MARTIN (62),
formerly of Alexandria, April 
30, 2015
SHELLYN GAE MCCAFFREY,
of Alexandria, May 17, 2015
MELVIN MILLER (83),  
of Alexandria, May 10, 2015

SALLY LEE PARKER (74),  
of Alexandria, May 15, 2015
HOLLY L. RAMSEY (50),  
of Alexandria, May 17, 2015
MARY L. SAUNDERS (93), 
formerly of Alexandria,  
May 4, 2015
YVONNE T. STAHL (84),  
of Alexandria, April 1, 2015
JAMES H. TAKEMORI (89),  
of Alexandria, May 15, 2015
MARY F. VAUGHAN (83),  
of Alexandria, May 5, 2015

classifieds
oBituariEs

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Online 
all the time:

aBc noticE

hElP WantEd

BusinEss dirEctory

Abraham’s  
Carpet & Rug Cleaning

• Commercial & Residential  • Wall-to-wall carpet cleaning
• Furniture & upholstery cleaning
• Carpet repairs and installation
• Auto Interior Cleaning  
• Insurance claims  • Written estimates

Eddy Abraham, Jr.
(571)379-3222

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

For salE

27 acres large pond with running water.
Immediately live in facility. Excellent 
investment property. Close to Keowee 
and Jocassee Lake and Table Rock 
State Park. Located at the foot of 
Blue Hills, Pickens County, Northwest 
South Carolina. $350k will negotiate. 
Call 843-761-2557 before 6pm.
605 484-5582

last Week’s solution:

For this week’s puzzle, please see page 29.
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LICENSED IN VA | DC | MD 

sue@thegoodhartgroup.com | allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
www.thegoodhartgroup.com | 703.362.3221

#1 Agent at McEnearney Associates (Alexandria’s #1 Real Estate Company)

109 S Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.549.9292

®

®

50 happy homeowners moved so far in 2015!
Contact The Goodhart Group for more information on these properties,  

as well as to discuss your plans for selling or buying this year. 

OFFERED AT $599,000
6425cygnet.mcenearney.com 
active

6425 Cygnet drive

OFFERED AT $724,900
207west.mcenearney.com 
active

207 S WeSt Street

OFFERED AT $735,000
402payne.mcenearney.com 
active

402 N PayNe street

OFFERED AT $799,900
410lee.mcenearney.com 
active

410 s lee street

OFFERED AT $829,900
920timberbranch.mcenearney.com
active

920 timber brand parkway

OFFERED AT $1,675,000
509cameron.mcenearney.com 
active

509 Cameron Street

OFFERED AT $1,249,000
3500holly.mcenearney.com
active

3500 Holly Street

OFFERED AT $1,295,000
4120seminary.mcenearney.com
active

4120 Seminary road

Welcome Summer  
                        in Style


