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t has not been done since 
1999, and after tremendous 
population growth in the in-

tervening years, the Alexandria 
City School Board has set the 
wheels in motion for redistrict-
ing elementary schools across 
the Port City in time for the 
2016-17 school year.
 The board announced in 
March they would commence 
their efforts having seen enroll-
ment in Alexandria City Public 
Schools grow by 3,200 students, 
causing overcrowding at some 
schools while others are bussed 
across the city because of a lack 
of space. The aim of the redis-
tricting is also to help more stu-
dents attend elementary schools 
in the neighborhoods where 

they live, especially as ACPS 
anticipates enrollment to rise by 
four percent each year for the 
next five years.
 “Redistricting doesn’t add 
more space to solve our city-
wide capacity issue, but it will 
balance zones to match our 
growth,” said school board vice 
chair Chris Lewis at the time. 
“Most importantly, it will bene-
fit the hundreds of families who 
are currently displaced from 
attending their neighborhood 
schools.”
 Under a draft redistricting 
criteria, the board would look 
to take into account factors, 
among others, like geographi-
cal proximity to a school, ac-
cess to instructional programs 

and services, the capacity of 
schools, student safety as they 
travel to and from school and 
ensuring that class sizes adhere 
to ACPS policy.
 One aspect of redistricting 
that is sure to split opinion is 
the so-called “grandfathering” 
of some students, which looks 
to minimize school assignment 
changes for those who have 
spent the majority of their time 
in one elementary school. The 
suggested focus for grandfather-
ing in the criteria was grades 
three through five, so those stu-
dents would not be uprooted to 
a new elementary school if they 
have three or fewer years to go 

mayor touts development, 
infrastructure achievements  
in re-election bid

By Erich WagnEr

 One might think that after 
more than a decade at the helm 
of Alexandria’s city govern-
ment, Mayor Bill Euille would 
grow tired of the many respon-
sibilities, both political and cer-
emonial. One would be wrong.
 “I don’t sleep,” Euille joked. 

“But why do I 
still want the 

job? It’s not about me. It’s 
about the community.”
 Euille is seeking his fifth 
consecutive term as mayor, and 

for the first time 
in nearly a decade 
he has challeng-
ers from within his 
own party. Also vy-
ing for his job are 
Vice Mayor Allison 
Silberberg and for-
mer Mayor Kerry 
Donley.
 The mayor said 
 his record in office 
speaks for itself. 
He pointed to his guidance of 
the controversial waterfront 
plan to fruition after more than 
40 years of discussions; the ap-
proval of a preferred site for the 
Potomac Yard Metro station; 

and the closure of 
the GenOn coal-
fired power plant 
during his tenure.
   “I think some 
people may feel, 
‘You know, four 
terms — almost 13 
years — enough, 
let’s have some 
freshness,’” Euille 
said referring to his 
primary challengers. 

“It’s not unexpected that I would 
be challenged. ... ‘Great, time for a 
change,’ but I say: Hey, stick with 
the person who brought you to the 
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Bill Euille stands by his record 
after four terms in office

School board moves forward with redistricting plan

Mayor Bill Euille

Third in a series of three profiles of Democratic Candidates for Mayor
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Educating the 45th District
Democratic candidates for House of Delegates  
weigh in on education challenges, solutions

Proposal would take into account enrollment growth 
at elementary school level By chris tEalE

courtesy of AlexAndriA city public schools

I

By chris tEalE

 The candidates in the Dem-
ocratic primary for the 45th 
District in the Virginia House 
of Delegates have tremendous 
shoes to fill in the form of prede-
cessor Rob Krupicka (D), most 
notably on one of his biggest 
legislative priorities: education.
 Since being elected in 2012, 
Krupicka became something of 
a leader on education issues in 
Richmond. Last year, he helped 
pass legislation that introduced 
significant reforms to the Vir-
ginia Standards of Learning 
test, something he achieved 
with almost unanimous bipar-
tisan support from both the 
House of Delegates and the 
Virginia State Senate.
 In addition, he fought 

against funding the controver-
sial Opportunity Educational 
Institution, which would have 
given the state power to take 
over failing schools if they are 
denied state accreditation or 
accredited with warning for 
three consecutive years. One 
such school under threat from 
OEI was Jefferson-Houston 
Elementary School in the Port 
City, but OEI was ruled uncon-
stitutional last summer by Nor-
folk Circuit Court.
 However, Krupicka is 
stepping away from the 
House of Delegates to 
focus on his burgeoning 
business interests, with 
five Democrats looking 
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del ray
$1,050,000

Gorgeous Brick Colonial with over 3,000 sq.ft.  
of living space and a fabulous new Chef ’s kitchen!

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4 finished levels. Spacious kitchen with  
adjoining family room and awesome screened porch & deck (Trex). 
 4th level bedroom/office with full bath and sun deck. Lower level 

recreation room and storage room. 1 off street parking space.

Classic Rosemont Bungalow blocks from  
2 METRO Stations, shops & restaurants!

3 bedrooms, 2 baths, gourmet kitchen with breakfast room. 
Main level family room, living room with fireplace and  

formal dining room. Unfinished lower level, large fenced  
yard with patio and off street parking.

Elegant Bulfinch Square townhome recently  
renvovated just steps from shopping & restaurants!

3 bedrooms (all suites), 3.5 baths, living room with fireplace 
flanked by 2 sets of French doors to a walled garden. Formal  

dining room, gorgeous new kitchen and renovated baths. Lower 
level family room and bedroom suite. 2 assigned parking spaces.

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 27 years of experience to work for you!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

old town
$1,035,000 

$999,900

old town

Beautifully  
updated circa 
1775 townhouse 
with river views!
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
with approx. 2,200 
sq. ft. of living space 
with original random 
width wood floors on 
3 levels. Foyer entry, 
living room and dining 
room both with corner 
fireplaces. Kitchen with 
SS appliances, granite 
breakfast bar and coun-
ters with French doors 
to a lovely side yard 
with brick patio, flag-
stone walk and garden 
with water feature.

$899,000

del ray
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college park
$1,075,000

Fabulous Craftsman home with over  
3,300 sq. ft. of well designed living space!

5 bedrooms, 4 full baths, 3 finished levels and stone fireplace. 
Gourmet kitchen with adjoining family room. Huge Owner’s 

suite with sitting area, luxury bath and 2 walk-ins. Spacious 3rd 
level with full bath. Large professionally landscaped yard. 
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thE WEEKly BriEfing

Judge denies defense motions in Severance case

Kendel Taylor named alexandria’s new finance director

 In last week’s first pre-trial 
hearing held in Fairfax County 
for Charles Severance, Judge 
Jane Marum Roush denied 
multiple motions from the de-
fense, which would have lim-
ited the evidence prosecutors 
are allowed to present during 
the trial of the man accused of 
three murders in Alexandria. 
 The defense argued that the 
jury should not hear the dying 
declarations of victim Ruthanne 
Lodato, see grainy surveillance 
video of a man following Nancy 
Dunning into a Target store or 
learn what items were seized 
from Severance’s parents’ house 
by the defendant. 

 Attorneys claimed that the 
statements of someone suffering 
from shock might be unreliable; 
that the footage clearly did not 
show their client; and that au-
thorities did not have probable 
cause when they obtained search 
warrants for homes in Northern 
Virginia.
 Judge Roush rejected all 
three motions by the defense but 
granted one request for $7,500 
for a computer expert.  After, she 
denied another request for mon-
ey for facial recognition experts 
to analyze the Target video.
 A motion had previously 
been submitted by the defense 
asking for separate trials for the 

individual killings. Severance 
rejected the motion to sever, 
adding he did not want sepa-
rate trials and did not like nor 
trust his attorney, Christopher 
Leibig. As of the Times’ print 
deadline, Judge Roush has yet 
to rule on the motion to sever. 
 Severance, when given the 
chance to speak at the end of 
the hearing, complained about 
injuries obtained from the Alex-
andria deputies, who he said hurt 
his ankle and caused him to need 
a wheelchair. He also asked that 
Judge Roush recuse herself from 
the trial, a request she said she 
would take under advisement.

- Hannah Brockway

 Kendel Taylor was an-
nounced Tuesday as the new 
director of finance for the City 
of Alexandria by City Manager 
Mark Jinks. Effective June 1, 
Taylor will officially take the 
position having served as acting 
finance director since August 
2014, succeeding Laura Triggs, 
who now is deputy city manager. 
 “During her time in the city, 
Kendel has been instrumental in 
implementing innovations for 
increasing efficiency and trans-
parency in our financial man-
agement systems,” said Jinks in 
a statement. “Her extensive ex-
perience and expertise in finan-
cial management and resource 
allocation decisions have been, 
and will continue to be, invalu-

able in maintaining the city’s 
reputation for strong and pru-
dent financial management. 
Kendel also has the respect and 
trust of her fellow city employ-
ees, and we welcome her as a 
now permanent part of the city’s 
financial management team.”
 The department of finance 
collects and manages all city 
funds; assesses and collects 
revenue and taxes; manages the 
city’s spending; maintains the 
city’s tax relief programs; issues 
business licenses; and manages 
city retirement plans. 
 Taylor has spent most of her 
career in the office of manage-
ment and budget, where she 
served as acting director in 
2011 and 2012. After, in the de-

partment of finance, she spent 
time implementing a complex  
citywide financial and human 
resources enterprise resource 
planning system and creating 
a new way to train staff to in-
crease their financial knowl-
edge and skills. She has also 
served as a local budget review-
er for the Government Finance 
Officers Association (GFOA). 
 She sits on the board of the 
Alexandria Small Business De-
velopment Center and is vice 
chair of the Alexandria Com-
munity Policy and Management 
Team. Taylor recently completed 
a bond refinance for the city that 
is estimated to save taxpayers $3 
million in the next 10 years.

- Hannah Brockway

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mini Spiral Bulbs

Save money by using less electricity 
than the old type bulbs and 

can last up to 10 times longer! 
Come in and start saving today!

Available in
   New       old

11watt = 55watt
13watt = 60watt
15watt = 65watt
18watt = 75watt

 26watt = 100watt
And 3-way!

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 

Lithophanes date 
from the 1820s, an 
art form of carving 
different layers of 
porcelain. The glow 
makes a wonderful 
night light. 

New Night Lights 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA  
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

 

Lithophanes date 
from the 1820s, an 
art form of carving 
di�erent layers of 
porcelain. The glow 
makes a wonderful 
night light. 

 
photo by lAurA sikes

HONORING THE FaLLEN 
The 67 citizens of Alexan-
dria who died during the 
Vietnam War were com-
memorated on Memorial 
Day at the Captain Rocky 
Versace Plaza and Vietnam 
Veterans’ Memorial. The 
class of 1959 of the United 
States Military Academy at 
West Point honored their 
fellow classmate Capt. 
Rocky Versace and laid a 
wreath at his statue.

photos/lAurA sikes
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May’s Theme: Game Day 
(Send us your favorite sporting photos from  

little league to professional games)
Send us your photo to win  

Two Club Level tickets to a Nationals game

May Photo  
Contest 

Sponsored 
By:

HUDSON
S T U D I O

The Alexandria Times Photo Contest

Send us your Game Day photos through May 30.  
#ALXPhotoTimes or send to 
promotions@alextimes.com

Interested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more information!

photo by cArol stAlun

APriL 2015 — Ford’s Landing during the cherry blossom season.

policE BEat
The following incidents occurred between May 20 and May 27.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

0 bURGLARies AGGRAvAted 
AssAULts2

3 thefts 2 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

3 AssAULts

3 seXUAL 
OffeNses2 vehiCLe

thefts 0 RObbeRies

criME
Local social worker convicted of abuse

5-year-old boy found safe after abduction

 A former Virginia therapist 
is facing up to 10 years in prison 
for sexually abusing a minor.
 Last week, Gary Stephen 
Hankins, 45, of Arlington was 
convicted by a jury of six felo-
nies related to sexual acts with 
a 17-year-old victim.  After 
the conviction, the defendant’s 
bail was revoked and he was 
taken to Alexandria’s William 
G. Truesdale Adult Detention 
Center to begin serving his 
sentence. 
 The Alexandria Police De-
partment’s Criminal Investi-
gations Section investigated 
the case in April of 2014, and 
accused Hankins of sexually 
abusing a minor he had a super-

visory relationship with during 
scheduled therapy sessions.  The 
defendant was employed as a 
licensed clinical social worker 
and therapist at the Alexandria 
office of Counseling and Foren-
sic Services on Powhatan Street. 
 The jury reached the con-
sensus that, in his capacity as a 
therapist, the defendant engaged 
in sexual conduct and acts with 
the 17-year-old victim. The de-
fendant’s crimes were exposing 
his genitalia, proposing sexual 
contact and sexually abusing 
the minor.
 Hankins was convicted of a 
total of six counts of felony In-
decent Liberties by a Custodian 
with a recommended sentence 

of 20 months in prison on each 
count. 
 “The just sentence recom-
mended by the jury was appro-
priate because the defendant 
used his position as a therapist to 
sexually exploit a minor,” Alex-
andria Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Bryan Porter said in a state-
ment. “The defendant, who was 
over 25 years older than his vic-
tim, was prosecuted under the 
Virginia code section designed 
to protect minors from sexual 
exploitation by adults who hold 
positions of trust or authority 
over them.”
 The final sentencing will be 
heard on July 30.

- Hannah Brockway

 A 5-year-old boy who was 
abducted by his father at the 
King Street Metro station on 
May 22 has been found, accord-
ing to Metro Transit Police. 
 Police confirmed Friday 
that Damian Goode has been 
found safe and that his father, 
Dajuan Goode, has been taken 
into custody.
 Dajuan Goode showed 

up at the King Street station 
around 8:15 a.m. last Friday 
and boarded the same train the 
mother and son were waiting for. 
Once on board, Goode and the 
mother got into an argument, in 
which Goode threatened her and 
claimed he had a gun. He then 
took his son and got off at the 
Pentagon City Metro station. 
 The young boy’s mother has 

a protective order that requires 
Dajuan Goode to stay away from 
the pair. Any meetings between 
Goode and his son must be ar-
ranged through an intermediary.
 The boy’s mother got off at 
the next station and reported the 
abduction to the police. They 
found Dajuan Goode around 
12:15 p.m. the same day. 

- Hannah Brockway
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 Youth 
Sailing Camp

 Ages 8 - 14
(703) 768-0018

www.saildc.com

 Youth 
Sailing Camp

 Ages 8 - 14
(703) 768-0018

www.saildc.com

Vote «june 9
Paid for by Alexandrians for Kerry Donley

www.donley4mayor.com

A CAn Do! approach to  
moving Alexandria forward

metro station enters new 
phase of development, 
questions still remain
By chris tEalE

 The proposed Metrorail sta-
tion at Potomac Yard made sig-
nificant progress at Alexandria 
City Council last week as city 
councilors voted unanimously 
in favor of the so-called Alter-
native B but raised concerns 
about the financing 
of the project as it 
moves forward.
 The vote came 
at a special legis-
lative meeting in 
council chambers, 
and was in favor of 
the northernmost of the 
available options for a new 
site. In addition, city council-
ors approved a plan that does 
not allow access for construc-
tion vehicles to the site from the 
George Washington Parkway as 
well as work towards a mitiga-
tion framework for the parkway 
and a net benefits agreement 
with the National Park Service.
 It also authorized City Man-
ager Mark Jinks to allow the 
final Environmental Impact 
Study to proceed, while the 
city’s agreement with the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Tran-
sit Authority will be amended 
to authorize a process of pro-
curing and selecting a contrac-
tor for designing and building 
the station. The vote also au-

thorized Jinks to enter into a 
memorandum of understand-
ing with WMATA that outlines 
the roles and responsibilities of 
both parties during the design 
and construction processes.
 “Today’s decision to select 
Alternative B is very signifi-
cant step forward not just for 
the construction of the station 
itself, but for Alexandria as 

a whole,” said Mayor 
Bill Euille after the 
vote in favor of 
the project, which 
has an estimated 
construction cost 

of $268 million. 
“This project is criti-

cal to our future eco-
nomic development, trans-

portation needs and quality 
of life. 

     “I thank our project partners 
from the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration and the National 
Park Service; city staff for their 
diligence and teamwork; and 
all the residents and stakehold-
ers who’ve been engaged in the 
community processes leading 
up to the selection of the Alter-
native B site.”
 In spite of the positivity 
after the unanimous decision, 
there are still plenty of uncer-
tainties that surround the Po-
tomac Yard project, especially 
in its financing.
 Currently, the city is expect-
ing to receive $69.5 million from 

the Northern Virginia Trans-
portation Authority, but the ac-
tual amount of funding has yet 
to be officially voted on by the 
NVTA board of directors. Jinks 
mentioned that in a preliminary 
review by the NVTA, the Po-
tomac Yard project scored very 
well compared to other projects 
in nearby regions also asking for 
contributions, but city council-
ors expressed their reservations 
given that the number still has 
not been finalized.
 In addition, Jinks said the 
city would be applying for a 
Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recov-
ery (TIGER) discretionary 
grant from the U.S. Department 
of Transportation, a decision on 
which would likely come by the 
winter of this year, according to 
the city’s Director of Transpor-
tation and Environmental Ser-
vices Yon Lambert.
 However, Jinks was keen 
to temper expectations of the 
city receiving much in terms 
of a TIGER grant, citing 
data from last year’s round of 
grants that showed for every 
dollar that was awarded, 16 
times as many dollars were 
requested by transportation 
projects around the country.
 Another cause of concern 
surrounding the financing of 
the Metro station is developer 

City council approval moves 
Potomac Yard project forward

$95 Routine
Tooth 
Extraction

$450
• Same Day Service*  • On-Site Lab   • Financing Available

SAVE

$25
PER DENTURE ON

CUSTOM
Complete or

Partial Denture

Dental Implants
(Per Implant And Connector)

$525
Full Set Dentures

Economy

*Same Day Service on Economy Dentures, in most cases, call for details.  Additional fees may be 
incurred depending on individual cases. Fees effective through 11/20/15. We gladly accept Cash, 

Checks with ID, Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express as payment for our services.

SAVE
$50

PER DENTURE ON

P R E M I U M
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE
$75

PER DENTURE ON

U LT R A
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE
$25

PER DENTURE ON

CU STOM
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE $100 ON
AFFORDABLE

IMPLANTS

Offer good only at Affordable Dentures-Woodbridge. Coupon must be 
presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with 
any other coupons, discounts, package price, insurance benefit or 
prior order. $100 Implant coupon will be applied to cost of one 
Implant only. Offer expires 08/31/15 and may change without notice. 
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SEE
GREAT
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Affordable Dentures-Woodbridge
Mesfin W. Zelleke, DDS, FICOI, FAAIP 
 Sachi Patel, DDS, General Dentists

Prince William Square Shopping Center
14228 Smoketown Road, Woodbridge, VA

Call For Appointment (703) 491- 0570
Se habla español

1-800-DENTURE
®

 www.affordabledentures.com
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dance, because all is well.
 “There is not a huge outcry 
at all in the community that 
says this city has gone down the 
wrong direction. Those issues 
aren’t out there.”
 Euille stressed that he tries to 
combine strong leadership with 
a focus on listening to and tak-
ing cues both from residents and 
other stakeholders.
 “My style has been to not 
only provide the vision, but pro-
vide leadership in terms of be-
ing a listener, being a team play-
er, a collaborator and moving 

forward after we’ve all agreed 
on what we want to see happen, 
then we implement,” he said.
 “It’s not just: ‘It’s got to hap-
pen, tomorrow.’ I’ve been suc-
cessful in life and business and 
politics by being patient, being a 
team player and a collaborator.”
 He stood by controversial de-
cisions, like threatening eminent 
domain against the Old Domin-
ion Boat Club after promising it 
would never be on the table.
 “Enough was enough,” he 
said. “We tried behind closed 
doors, but we needed to get 

them more serious about nego-
tiations, so we had to go public, 
and part of that was the threat 
of eminent domain.
 “The boat club knew it was 
always on the table, but I as-
sured them I would not invoke it 
during serious negotiations. But 
each time we all thought we had 
a deal, we got the yellow light: 
the goalposts just kept shifting.”
 Looking ahead, Euille said 
a Metro station at Potomac 
Yard, the arrival of the Na-

it’s not unexpected that i would 
be challenged. ... ‘great time for 

a change,’ but i say: hey, stick with the 
person who brought you to the dance, 
because all is well.”   – Mayor Bill Euille

SEE EuillE | 8

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA  
FIRST HALF

2015 REAL ESTATE TAX AND REFUSE FEE ARE DUE
JUNE 15, 2015

The first half 2015 real estate tax and refuse fee must be paid by 
June 15, 2015, to avoid late payment penalty and interest.

Pay in person at City Hall or at any SunTrust Bank Branch located in the 
City, or by credit card or eCheck on the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/
Payments. Real estate tax payments can be mailed to City of Alexandria, 
PO Box 34750, Alexandria, VA 22334-0750. Payments can also be made 
with cash only at approximately 70 Global Express Cash Payment Centers 
conveniently located throughout Northern Virginia. For a complete list of 
the available cash payment centers, please visit the City’s website at alex-
andriava.gov/Payments.

Real estate tax information is available on the City’s website at alexandria-
va.gov/RealEstateTax. Under Additional Resources on that webpage, there 
is a link for Real Estate Tax History and Payments, which provides detailed 
tax balances and payments. For payment questions or to request a tax 
bill, please call the Treasury Division at 703.746.3902, Option 8, or email 
payments@alexandriava.gov. For assessment questions or to change a 
mailing address, please email realestate@alexandriava.gov. For refuse fee 
questions, please call the Solid Waste Division at 703.746.4410.

The Finance Department is open, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 
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until starting middle school.
 At a work session last 
week, the school board debat-
ed the hiring of a third-party 
consultant to help with how 
the school system should be 
rezoned and put forward op-
tions to be carried out. Board 
member Stephanie Kapsis 
asked about the role the con-
sultant should play in commu-
nicating with the community 
and facilitating forums as the 
process begins to take shape 
over the coming months.
 Part of that communica-
tion will be ensuring that af-
fected students and their par-
ents know how the boundaries 
will change and which school 
they may end up going to. 
Board member Patricia Ann 
Hennig spoke very highly of 
a computer model she saw in 
Richmond that broke down 
how redistricting would affect 
everything from school dis-
tricts to the change in school 
bus routes.
 She added that the model 
was available for use at public 
libraries, so people were able 
to access relevant information 
easier. It meant that only four 
public hearings were required 
on that particular bout of re-
districting as those affected 
were very well informed al-
ready.
 Board members agreed it 
would be best for the consul-
tant to be based outside of Al-
exandria to avoid any possible 
accusations of bias in their 
redistricting efforts. Board 
member Marc Williams add-
ed that a consultant should be 
found who is used to dealing 
with a diverse population like 
Alexandria’s.
 “It just takes the personal 
part out of the equation, so 
people don’t think it’s per-
sonal to their school or their 
community when you have 
someone from the outside 
who’s just doing it by met-
rics,” added board member 
Ronnie Campbell.
 Based on the board’s cur-
rent timeline, they anticipate 

issuing a request for proposals 
for interested bidders shortly 
as part of the procurement 
process, then having that con-
sultant in place in time for the 
start of the next school year 
in the fall. However, school 
board chair Karen Graf noted 
in the meeting the fluidity that 
still is in that timeline, saying 
the overall process could take 
longer if necessary.
 In addition to bringing in 
a consultant, the school board 
plans to convene a redistrict-
ing review committee, whose 
goals would be to assist the 
school board and make rec-
ommendations, albeit with the 
final decision still in the hands 
of the board.
 The application process for 
the committee is open, and the 
board stated in draft guide-
lines that they would be look-
ing to have one representative 
and an alternate from each 
elementary, middle and high 
school in the city, in addition 
to two other members of the 
Alexandria community and a 
current student.
 The deadline for applica-
tions from those interested in 
being on the committee was 
originally slated to be June 
4, but the board remained 
uncertain whether that would 
remain the deadline, as they 
considered taking advice from 
the consultant on the overall 
make-up of the committee.
 Some board members ex-
pressed their desire to wait 
until the consultant is offi-
cially hired so they can offer 
guidance on how to form the 
committee, but others were 
reluctant to delay forming it 
for several months during the 
procurement process.
 “I guess I don’t know what 
a consultant’s going to tell us 
differently on how we select 
our committee,” said board 
member Kelly Booz. “They 
may say, ‘Gosh, you might be 
trying to select too big of a 
committee to begin with’, but 
that’s one thing we know, we 
know the folks that are leaders 
and folks who are involved in 
our school system.”
 Board members were keen 

to make sure that the role of 
the committee is clearly de-
fined, as the final decision on 
redistricting and new zones 
would ultimately be made by 
the school board, after receiv-
ing recommendations from 

the committee and the consul-
tant.
 “I know in the past we’ve 
had committees formed, and 
their recommendations were 
not accepted,” said Williams. 
“I guess I’m wondering if 

there’s something that we 
could do to set expectations 
that obviously it’s the board’s 
decision. I just don’t want to 
be in a position where they 
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The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

tional Science Foundation and 
a new plan for development in 
Eisenhower West all will help 
spur commercial development. 
But he warned residents to be 
realistic about the speed of de-
velopment.
 “The commercial mar-

ket just has not been there; 
in Northern Virginia the va-
cancy rate is like 15 percent 
and in the D.C. region overall 
it’s around 18 percent,” Euille 
said. “The fact is: there’s 3 mil-
lion square feet of already built 
office space sitting vacant, with 
2.5 million square feet already 
planned and in the pipeline. 

The estimates are it will take 
at least two, three or four years 
to burn off that backlog before 
new commercial space can go 
on the market.”
 Euille acknowledged that 
preserving affordable hous-
ing — or “housing affordabil-
ity,” as he likes to call it — is 
a difficult task. But he said in-

novative thinking when deal-
ing with both developers and 
nonprofit groups can produce 
strong results. He cited how he 
and the developer at Potomac 
Yard were able to provide both 
workforce housing and needed 
infrastructure in a high-density 
neighborhood by placing hous-
ing above a fire station.
 One of the biggest issues 
facing the city outside of de-
velopment is the approaching 
enrollment crunch in Alexan-
dria City Public Schools. He 
noted that city council and 
school board members are pre-
paring to finalize a new long-
range plan for its facilities, but 

warned that officials will need 
to have a frank discussion with 
residents in the coming years.
 “We can now commit to 
saying, ‘This is how many 
schools we need and where,’” 
Euille said. “How we pay for 
it: that’s the next big challenge. 
We’ll need to have a more ho-
listic, broader discussion with 
the taxpayers.
 “It’ll probably take some 
tax rate increases to get there. 
It could be as many as eight 
or nine cents, but the question 
is: Will residents go for that? 
That’s the type of conversation 
we’re going to have to have 
with the community.”

JBG’s desire to renegotiate 
their contract with the city to 
contribute up to $72 million to 
help with operating costs and 
debt service. Vice Mayor Al-
lison Silberberg repeated her 
view that their “feet should be 
held to the fire” and that they 
must honor the contract they 
signed with the city.
 The fate of the Tier II Spe-
cial Tax District in Potomac 
Yard that has been recently 
protested against was not de-
cided at the special legislative 
meeting, with Jinks noting 
that any increased taxation 
would not commence until 
the calendar year after the 
station is opened. However, 
several city councilors stated 
that they would be keen to 
re-examine the makeup of 
the Special Tax Districts, es-
pecially as an act of council 
would be required to allow 
them to levy taxes.
 In spite of there being some 
remaining doubts surround-
ing the finances, the project 
moves forward and will next 
be voted on by the WMATA 
board of directors, of which 
Euille is a member. They are 
expected to vote on their pre-
ferred alternative in the fall, 
having held a public hearing 
on the topic last month.
 The city will also continue 
to work with NPS to complete 

an agreement on a mitigation 
framework for the George 
Washington Parkway, while 
the final EIS is expected by 
the end of the year. That re-
port will look to address is-
sues such as the impact on the 
parkway, the effect of con-
struction on nearby neighbor-
hoods and any other residents’ 
concerns.
 When the final EIS is is-
sued, the Federal Transit 
Administration and possibly 
NPS will issue a Record of 
Decision, which will put for-
ward recommendations on 
next steps. Once that is issued, 
and if the city is cleared to be-
gin construction, it can break 
ground on the new station.
 There may be plenty of 
steps left and plenty of uncer-
tainty, especially surrounding 
the financing of the project, 
but city councilors are hope-
ful that things can fall into 
place quickly.
 “Nothing happens over-
night,” Euille said. “It takes a 
while, but good things come 
to those who wait. We have 
certainly waited a long time, 
but now we have to wait and 
get that station designed, built 
and open, with a target date to 
have it open if not late 2018, 
then early 2019. That is cer-
tainly a goal and objective 
that we’re going to continue to 
adhere to. We have a lot to be 
proud of, but a lot of work still 
to be done.”

EuillE FROM | 6

potoMac yard 
FROM | 5
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TAKE ME WITH YOU!

OLD TOWN

BRING THIS COUPON IN TO WHOLE FOODS MARKET OLD TOWN FOR ONE

FREE REUSEABLE BAG
COUPON VALID THROUGH 6/4/2015. LIMIT ONE 99¢ BAG PER CUSTOMER.
ONLY REDEEMABLE AT WHOLE FOODS MARKET OLD TOWN 1700 DUKE ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314.

By hannah BrocKWay

 He spent his life fighting 
for civil rights and afford-
able housing across Alexan-
dria. Longtime leader Melvin 
Miller died suddenly on May 
10 at the age of 83. 
  Miller was born on Novem-
ber 14, 1931 in Savannah, Ga., 
and was raised in Haddonfield, 
N.J. He graduated from high 
school at 16 and continued his 
academic career at St. Augus-
tine College. After getting his 
undergraduate degree in history 
and political science, Miller 
earned his J.D. at Howard Uni-
versity’s School of Law. 
 After graduating in 1955, 
Miller was admitted to the 
Virginia Bar and moved to 
Alexandria with his wife Eula 
after serving two years in the 
U.S. Army.
 Criminal law turned into 
civil rights activism when 
Miller began doing pro-bono 
work on school desegregation 
issues. He became engaged 
with the Arlington lunch 
counter sit-ins in the 1960s 
and became active in Alex-
andria’s housing issues after 
encountering difficulties find-
ing a home when he and his 
wife first arrived in the city 
 Quickly, Miller got involved 
in civic and political life in Al-
exandria. He ran unsuccessful-
ly for city council in 1963 and 
then mayor in 1976. He was ap-
pointed to a wide range boards 
and commissions, including 
the Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority first 
from 1971-1977 and then again 
from 2000-2015, holding the 
chairman position for almost 
20 years. 
 Before his first stint with 

the ARHA, he served nine 
years with the Federal Hous-
ing Administration (FHA), ul-
timately serving as director of 
the insurance office. He was 
responsible for administering 
all FHA programs in the D.C. 
and Northern Virginia area, 
including Alexandria. 
 In 1977, he moved to the 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
where he was responsible 
for providing legal advice on 
various housing issues as the 
assistant to the deputy secre-
tary for management, plan-
ning and operations. 
 Miller also was pivotal in 
ARHA’s plans to redevelop 
all of their Alexandria sites, 
drafting a resolution that led 
to an agreement between 
the city and the ARHA that 
no public housing would be 
destroyed unless there was 
a one-for-one replacement. 
The agreement still underlies 
the city’s housing policy and 
helped unify the community. 
 Passionate about education, 
Miller was a member of the 
Alexandria City School Board 
from 1986 to 1993. He served 
as board chair from 1990-
1992. Virginia Governor Lin-
wood Holton appointed him to 
the Virginia Council of Higher 
Education in 1971, where he 
served for eight years.
 Miller and his wife were 
honored in 2008 as Alexan-
dria Living Legends for their 
pursuit of civil rights. In 2012, 
they were elected to the organi-
zation’s board of directors. 
 In a Living Legends inter-
view in 2008, Miller explained 
his long battle for city housing: 
“I’ve always felt that in this city, 

with all the good intentions 
people have — when it comes 
down to housing the poor, it’s 
too easy to do nothing.”
 

  Miller is survived by his 
son Marc Miller, daughter-in-
law Mary Miller, daughter Er-
icka, daughter-in-law Vicky 
McCaulley and four grand-
children: Max, 21, Chris, 18, 
and twins Bennett and Zach-

ary, 17. His son Eric died in 
2005 and wife Eula died in 
2011. His family all live with-
in minutes of his home, and 
he was said to be a devoted 
father, grandfather and friend 
by all who knew him.

 Melvin Miller   Melvin Miller  dead at 83
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Sunday – Wednesday

 Enjoy music by SIMONNE

 

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Special
Four Course Meal

(Available All Day)
$36

Celebrate 

Mother ’s Day
With Us

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

Monday - Friday
4pm - 6:30pm

  Happy Hour!

– Brunch menu is available too –
Not valid with other offers and vouchers

Sunday – Wednesday evenings, dine-in only

let’s Eat
 After two years and several 
major surgeries, Yves Courbois 
is back with his chef of 18 years 
Vatche Benguan, and is looking 
forward to welcoming guests 
to Yves Bistro, where there are 
plenty of changes afoot in the 
menu.
 Already notable for bringing 
fine French dining to the Eisen-
hower Valley, Yves and Vatche 
have now committed themselves 
to making the best cioppino in 
the Alexandria area. Cioppino 
is a fish stew traditionally made 
from the catch of the day, which 
is then combined with fresh 
tomatoes in a wine sauce and 
served with toasted bread. Be 
sure to head to the restaurant and 
try out Yves’ take on cioppino, 
and every time you order it dur-
ing dinner hours, you receive a 

free shot of a yurchenko shooter.
 If you’re in the neighborhood 
early on a weekday morning and 
fancy a bite to eat for breakfast, 
Yves Bistro is the place to go. 
They open at 8 a.m. on weekdays 
and will serve a special sandwich 
croissant complete with eggs, 
cheese and a choice of meat, all 
served with hash browns.
 In addition, the weekend 
brunch menu is something to 
behold, especially with the in-
troduction of a new brunch spe-
cial. Any brunch meal you order 
at Yves Bistro will come with a 
coffee and a mimosa, with free 
refills available for both drinks. 
Those who prefer a Bloody Mary 
can substitute that in too.
 With all this new innovation, 
the old favorites still remain at 
Yves. At dinnertime, the $34 

dinner for two on Sundays, Mon-
days, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
will continue, while the lunch 
menu will include a couple of 
sandwiches served with a soda 
for just $6 as well as the tradi-
tional fare on offer.
 If you are in the mood for 
some fine French dining at a 
neighborhood favorite, stop by 
Yves Bistro. You’re certain to 
find something to enjoy on their 
varied menu.
.

Yves Bistro is located at 235 
Swamp Fox Road, and is open 
Mondays to Thursdays 8 a.m. 
to 10 p.m.; Fridays 8 a.m. to 

10:30 p.m.; Saturdays 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. and Sundays 9:30 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Visit www.yves-

bistro.com for more information 
or call 703 329-1010. 

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria times

Yves Bistro: back with a bang

1106 KING STREET         OLD TOWN, ALEXANDRIA

View our menu & make a reservation today! 
703.836.5126 | www.huntingcreeksteak.com

Hunting Creek
PATIO SEATING NOW OPEN

25% o� wine Mon/Tues/Wed*

NEW Brunch & Lunch ~ Sat & Sun 10:30-2:30 pm 

HOURS Mon-�urs 5-10 pm;
Fri, Sat 5-11 pm; Sun 4-9 pm

BAR HOURS & SPECIAL OFFERS

M-� 5-12am; Fri, Sat 5-1am; Sun 4-11pm

Where Steaklovers Go in Alexandria!
Featuring delicious local Roseda Farm steaks 

= Super Fresh, Hormone & Antibiotic Free.
All cooked to perfection.

Jolley’s SportS lounge 
and reStaurant
654 S. pickett St. alexandria, Va

Family-owned authentic ethiopian restaurant.  

Homemade recipes and friendly service.  
Full service Sports Bar.  

large Hd projection tVs!!

open: 11am-2am • Call: (571) 970-0044

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

801 N. FairFax STrEET  •  alExaNdria Va 22314  •  703.535.6622  •  www.royalThaiSuShi.com

Sushi bar&
Treat mom like a queen.  

Take her to Royal Thai this Mother’s Day.
Located in Old Town North, Alexandria

Music on  
the Afterdeck
Tuesdays, 7 – 9 p.m. 

L
1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314

703-548-0001 • www.indigolanding.com

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Saturday & Sunday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Come enjoy our lovely patio dining!
Located in Old Town North, Alexandria
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to succeed him and continue his 
strong work. As Krupicka re-
tires from Richmond, the ques-
tion for his potential successors 
becomes what they think the 
biggest issues are statewide in 
education, and how they pro-
pose dealing with them.
 One area of strong agree-
ment is the need for effective 
pre-K across the state, and that it 
should be available to all. Some 
support universal pre-K, but all 
recognize that it is an issue that 
needs to be addressed.
 “I think when kids enter kin-
dergarten, they come from dra-
matically different households, 
dramatically different levels of 
parental involvement and pre-
paredness and socioeconomic 
status,” candidate Mark Levine 
said. “The upshot of all of that 
is that kids start kindergarten 
dramatically unequal. We have 
enough inequality in life itself 
and as adults, and if we have in-
equality going into kindergarten, 
where it clearly is nothing to do 
with the child, it’s not the child’s 
fault at all, we have a problem.”
 “I think the single most 
important investment we can 

make in not just education but 
in anything is pre-K,” said 
Craig Fifer, another Democrat-
ic candidate. “Children are the 
foundation of so much of the 
rest of what we do in society. It 
is much more effective, much 
more humane, much more posi-
tive to make those investments 
early on in a child’s life than to 
deal with the consequences of 
foster care, of criminal activity, 
of unemployment and even of 
under-employment throughout 
the rest of that child’s life.”
 Funding for pre-K education 
is thus a priority, especially for 
Fifer, who has made it one of his 
top priorities in his campaign. 
Julie Jakopic suggested that pos-
sible tax incentives and Krupic-
ka’s proposal to bring Virginia’s 
tobacco tax in line with the rest 
of the East Coast could also have 
some merit when it comes to 
funding pre-K.
 “I think the path is the one 
we’re actually on, which is to 
fund it going back from kinder-
garten,” Jakopic said. “The first 
step is to make kindergarten free 
for every kid, the next is to make 
pre-K free for every kid. I think 
we also have to set clear licen-
sure standards. 
 “If we do that, we also have 

to make it easier for homecare 
providers and others to get li-
censure and equip their homes 
and learn how to do it well. We 
have to make it easier for people 
to get what they need to get for 
licensure, but we have to re-
quire licensure. Safety is first, 
and the second step of that is 
having quality standards.”
 Krupicka’s work to im-
prove the SOL for K-12 drew 
high praise when it passed the 
Virginia General Assembly in 
2014. His legislation reduced the 
number of standardized tests for 
students in third through eighth 
grades from 22 to 17, and also 
empowered school boards to ad-
minister alternative tests when 
an SOL was not given.
 In spite of his efforts, there 
is still plenty to be done in K-12 
education, especially in balanc-
ing the number of standardized 
tests students have to take and 
the importance that is placed 
on them while at the same time 
making sure that students are 
equipped to succeed.
 “I think in the 45th, the big-
gest issue we have is our K-12 
program,” said candidate Larry 
Altenburg. “We’re so focused 
on standardized tests and teach-
ing to the test because of the 

pressures that the schools and 
the district face from the state 
to meet accreditation standards 
that are based on those tests. 
 “The SOL exams, they mea-
sure student, teacher, school and 
district performance all based 
on how the kids perform on a 
five-hour set of exams. The fo-
cus has been really to narrow the 
curriculum for our students to 
performance on those exams.”
 “The whole school year is 
driving towards a test at the end 
that’s used to grade kids and 
teachers,” said Jakopic. “If kids 
do badly on their SOLs, there’s 
no time to fix that. Yet, if we try 
to test in February, teachers feel 
like they don’t have enough time 
to teach what they need to teach. 
 “The goal is to move to a 

place where if the kids are ready 
to take the test, they take the test 
and it’s a measure of mastery for 
the individual student. We don’t 
have a way yet, and we need to 
find one, to measure progress or 
the term that they’re using more 
often — growth. It’s measuring 
improvement not just where you 
are at the end. Then there’s the 
fact that we spend a huge pro-
portion of time focused on the 
test. Ultimately, the real issue is 
that process that can account for 
real improvement.”
 Altenburg agrees that SOLs 
should be reorganized, and that 
students should be assessed in a 
more fluid way. With children 
in public school himself, he 

Alexandria Renew Enterprises cleans the dirty water that’s pumped to our major 
intercepting sewer lines from the smaller sewer lines owned and maintained by the City. 

Beginning in February and ending in July, we will perform preventive maintenance on the 
Potomac Interceptor by cleaning the pipes to ensure dirty water flows freely.  

Want to learn more? Visit us at www.alexrenew.com or call 703-549-3383.

AlexRenew customers...

It’s time
to clean the pipes.

 Struggling with Weight? 
 

Washington Center for  
Weight Management & Research 

Domenica Rubino, MD 
2800 S. Shirlington Road, #505 

Arlington, VA 22206 
703-807-0037 

www.wtmgmt.com 

New!! 
 

10-Week Group 
Weight Loss Plan 
 
Change your Habits, 
Change your Health 
 
Includes: 
(1) 60-min private intake session  
(8) 60-min group presentations 
(1) 30-min private check-out 
session 
 
Wednesdays 7:30am - 8:30am 
 
Please contact us to reserve 
your space.  703-807-0037 
 

You don’t have to  
do it alone.  

dElEgatEs 
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2015 Home Schedule 
Thurs, June 4th  Gaithersburg Giants 
Fri, June 5th  D.C. Grays 
Sat, June 6th  Vienna Riverdogs 
Wed, June 10th  Baltimore Redbirds 
Sat, June 13th  Baltimore Dodgers 
Thurs, June 18th Bethesda Big Train 
Fri, June 19th  Rockville Express 
Sun, June 21st  SS-T Thunderbolts 
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Sun, July 19th  Baltimore Dodgers 
Wed, July 22nd  Vienna Riverdogs 
Thurs, July 23rd  D.C Grays 
 

For the complete 2015 Aces schedule, 
visit alexandriaaces.org 

Aces Home Games start at 7 PM 

Frank Mann Field 

At Four Mile Run Park 

3700 Commonwealth Ave 

Alexandria VA 

Adjacent to Cora Kelly School 
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Boys of summer  

alexandria aces hopeful of 
another winning season
By hannah BrocKWay 

   

 With the season opener for 
the Cal Ripken Collegiate Base-
ball League just around the cor-
ner on June 2, the Alexandria 
Aces are starting to get into the 
swing of things. Manager David 
DeSilva has spent a long time 
assembling a roster of ballplay-
ers from multiple programs for 
the summer season, including 
several strong NCAA Division 
I and Division II schools. After 
qualifying for the playoffs the 
past two years, they’re poised 
and ready for a run at the 2015 
league championship. 
 “Essentially it’s never end-
ing. I’m already working on 
players for next year right now,” 
said DeSilva on the recruiting 
process. “It’s really about rela-
tionships; it’s a fluid process, 
but the deeper my relationships 
run with college coaches the 
more willing they’re going to 
be to send me their top guys 
every year. “
 Turnover of the roster is in-
evitable given the nature of sum-
mer leagues, especially as play-

ers have plenty of options across 
the country for places where 
they can hone their skills. How-
ever, the Aces are unperturbed. 
 “Each year is different, you 
have a new group of guys, new 
personalities, but everyone is 
there for one reason, and that 
is to play baseball. You come 
in with a common ground that 
we’re here to play baseball, we’re 
here to enjoy ourselves, we’re 
here to get better,” said DeSilva. 
 DeSilva is returning for his 
fourth season with the Aces 
and his third as manager. He 
led them to a winning record 
of 27-17 in 2013, then followed 
that up in 2014 with a mark of 
23-17. DeSilva has led the Aces 
to the playoffs for the past two 
years and doesn’t plan on slow-
ing down.
 “When I started three 
years ago as the manager, it 
was something that I wanted 
to build,” he said. “I think this 
year we have taken the next 
step to put a better product on 
the field. But even though it is 
a completely new squad, our 
goal is to progress every year. 
We want to put up a better re-
cord, we want to have a playoff 

run and hopefully bring home a 
championship to Alexandria.”
 The lack of returning starters 
doesn’t deter the coaching staff, 
even though they are likely to 
have limited numbers for prac-
tices and their opening games 
of the season. Many players are 
set to compete in the NCAA 
playoffs and the College World 
Series in Omaha, Neb. through 
mid-June, but DeSilva believes 
this will not present any setbacks 
for the team’s development.
  “Last year, we had two play-
ers from Texas Tech that went all 
the way to the College World Se-
ries, those players didn’t come in 
until late June,” DeSilva recalled. 
“This year we have 12 players 
that could potentially be late: 
several ACC guys, [players from] 
Clemson, Florida State, UVA, 
College of Charleston, Stony 
Brook, Rice, all of those guys are 
going to make regionals at least.”
 In addition to the turnover 
of the Aces roster, the Cal Rip-
ken League has also undergone 
some significant changes ahead 
of the new season. The league 
is now divided into North and 

photo/MArk briscoe 
D.C. Grays catcher Lucas Martinez looks to apply the tag on former Alexandria Aces outfielder Ryan 
Lukach in a game last year. The Aces begin their season on June 2 against the Herndon Braves.

SEE acEs | 13
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South divisions based on geog-
raphy, with the top two teams 
from each division joined by 
the two teams with the next best 
records in the six-team playoff 
competition.
 DeSilva said he and his 
team is excited to be a part 
of the changing league, espe-
cially as it continues to attract 
more and more quality players 
from around the country. 
 “Our ultimate goal is to win 
both the regular season league 
championship and the playoff 
championship,” he said. “The 
coaching staff is hard at work 
with the game plan and strat-
egy. These guys are going to go 
out there every day; they’re go-
ing to play hard and we’re obvi-
ously trying to win. 
 “As it gets later in the season 
that strategy might change to try 
to position us a little bit, to try 
and set us up for a strong playoff 
run, but ultimately I want them 
to get the experience and put a 
good team on the field, so I don’t 
see [the division restructuring] 
affecting us too much.” 
 Confidence is key this sea-

son, and the Aces have it, es-
pecially with the depth of tal-
ent on offer to DeSilva and his 
coaching staff. 
 “I think we’ve upgraded from 
a program perspective,” he said. 
“Meaning the schools and the 
programs that we have drawn 
players from, this is the first year 
that we’ve had top 25 Division 
I programs. These players are 
coming from top quality pro-
grams, both Divisions I and II, 
they know how to win and what 
it takes to win and these players 
are very driven to succeed and 
get better. 
 “That’s really all I can ask 
for when I’m recruiting these 
guys. I want somebody who is 
going to come in, really enjoy 
the experience, loves getting af-
ter it every day, coming to the 
ballpark. Our team is stacked 
and I feel good that we’re going 
to put a competitive product on 
the field every night.”
 With the team expecting 
strong home support and hav-
ing already gotten community 
involvement to help their play-
ers off the field, the Aces expect 
2015 to be one of their best sea-
sons yet.

acEs 
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photo/MArk briscoe 
Former Alexandria Aces infielder 
Luke Gibbs makes a sliding stop 
in a game last year against the 
Rockville Express.

Call: 703.659.4611maidbrigade.com

$50
Off
$30 OFF 1st Cleaning
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say, ‘This is the plan’ and then 
if the board doesn’t accept 
the plan, they feel like they 
haven’t been heard.”
 In response, Kapsis sug-
gested that the application 
form cite the ACPS policy on 
the role of committees, whose 
capacity is to advise the school 
board before the board makes a 
final decision. 

 The proposal of grand-
fathering in the redistricting 
framework also was subject 
to a great deal of discussion 
towards the end of the work 
session, while other debate 
centered on the drawing of 
boundaries down the middle of 
some residential streets, as has 
been done in the past.
 The board’s draft redistrict-
ing criteria suggests avoiding 
drawing boundary lines down 
the middle of a street, with Lew-

is saying that sometimes a street 
can make for a good boundary 
in certain circumstances. In 
response, Graf said that this as-
pect of the criteria made sense 
in some circumstances but not 
in others, and the zoning would 
look to reflect that as effectively 
as possible.
 The issue of grandfather-
ing generated more discussion, 
with board members promis-
ing to look more into it and 
ask the consultant when hired 

whether it is appropriate in this 
instance. At their work session, 
the board was split, with Lewis 
being strident in his belief that 
it is not a good course of action 
to take.
 “I haven’t heard a reason 
in favor of grandfathering,” he 
said. “If everyone knows in the 
city that everyone will be im-
pacted at the same time, that 
seems like a fairer way to get 
it done, especially when we’re 
talking about possibly revisit-

ing this every five to 10 years.”
  The board will next look 
to convene its committee and 
hire its consultant in time for 
the new school year, having 
stated when it first announced 
it would look at redistricting 
that the entire period of pub-
lic consultation would likely 
last from May until November 
of this year. However, with so 
much yet to be decided, there is 
still plenty of flexibility in their 
timeline.
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defend their honor is left to the 
audience’s imagination. 
 Anna Borisovna is a widow 
whose late husband, a cellist, 
was also involved in the arts. 
Because of that she is seen to be 
sympathetic to Tchaikovsky’s 
fate, and in turn the fate of her 
two colleagues, the young Josef 
and the elder Pavel. Offering her 
a promotion, the Director alter-
nately flatters: “No person likes 
their efforts to be ignored,” and 
threatens, “You are already a 
dupe,” suggesting she is cover-
ing for her fellow editors. “Are 
you also a traitor?” he asks.
 As his seemingly innocent 
conversation of feigned famil-
iarity unfolds, we soon realize 
he is bent on entrapping her into 
revealing the location of the let-
ters and admitting a conspiracy 
among her associates. But Anna 
catches on to the cat-and-mouse 

game and turns the tables on the 
Director. “In this office, truth 
is an annoyance, an embarrass-
ment,” she asserts, hoping to dis-
suade his diabolical methods.
 Susan Lynskey, whom we 
adored most recently in Metro-
Stage’s production of “Ghost-
Writer” in a role that earned her 
a Helen Hayes Award nomina-
tion, is the consummate actor. 
Her ability to inhabit the spirit 
and gravitas of Anna is a mas-
ter class in character divination 
and shows why she is so highly 
regarded in her craft. To watch 
her is to appreciate her finely 
tuned technique of actualiz-
ing her character through slow 
turns. Here we see her ability 
to turn on a dime from shrink-
ing violet to pouncing cat, and 
make it believable.
 Michael Russotto plays the 
pugnacious and arrogant Min-

istry Director. He is the perfect 
counterpoint to Lynskey’s con-
trolled unfolding of Anna. He 
struts and poses, gesticulates 
wildly and terrifies convincingly, 
making use of the whole stage to 
inform and establish his charac-
ter, a skill few actors ever master.
 Giorgos Tsappas presents us 
with a spare set — a desk and 
a smattering of chairs — which 
is all the better to focus on the 
performers. Stage lighting, 
reminiscent of a 1930s film, is 
masterfully designed by Alex-
ander Keen.
 “The Letters” is a thrilling 
drama that is taut, crisp and po-
litically charged.

Through June 14 at MetroStage, 
1201 N. Royal St., Alexandria, 

VA 22314. For tickets and in-
formation call 703-548-9044 or 

visit www.metrostage.org.

“The Letters” digs into 
the mistrust of the 
Cold War
By Jordan Wright

 In 1930s Russia, privacy 
was a luxury afforded to no 
one. Suspicion and accusa-
tion were the business of the 
state and its bureaucracy was 
vast and unyielding. In “The 
Letters,” playwright John M. 
Lowell thrusts us headlong into 
the underbelly of the Soviet 
political machine in a two-per-
son drama that focuses on the 
machinations of that pursuit.
 Anna is an editor at an 
agency investigating famed 
composer Pyotr Tchaikovsky 
for being gay, a crime in the So-
viet Union. His personal cache 
of letters to an unnamed man 
has been confiscated and her 
department has been tasked 

with investigating and censor-
ing them for references to ho-
mosexuality. In this Orwellian 
world of interrogator-and-ac-
cused, all perceived illicit activ-
ities threaten the business of the 
state and those who breached 
these anti-intellectual statutes 
were tortured into confession 
or sentenced to either life in a 
remote gulag or death. It is a 
cautionary tale, one that calls 
to mind the Spanish Inquisition 
and the Third Reich.
 The character known only 
as the Director is the apparat-
chik, on whose stringent edicts 
all investigations turn. When 
Anna is summoned into his of-
fice, the single room in which 
the play is set, it is to frighten 
her into implicating her fellow 
editors by accusing them of con-
cealing copies of the letters. The 
explanation as to why she would 

photo/chris bAnks
Susan Lynskey and Michael Russotto star in Metrostage’s production of “The Letters,” 
a thrilling drama that follows a Russian agency’s investigation of composer Pyotr Tchaikovsky 
and censorship of any homosexual references found within his letters to another man.

 A crisp,       stark look at Soviet censorship
scEnE around toWn
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You leave behind a rich legacy of accomplishments in academics, 
community service, performing arts, and athletics.   

The 203 members of your class have been  
awarded over $6.5 million in scholarships!

We are very proud of you.  We pray that you continue to 
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Girls’ Camps
Basketball (2 sessions)
Lacrosse (1 session)
Volleyball (2 sessions)

Co-ed Camps
Rowing (3 sessions)
Theater (2 sessions)
Soccer (4 sessions)

Boys’ Camps
Baseball (1 session)
Basketball (2 sessions)
Football (1 session)
Lacrosse (3 sessions)

Bishop Ireton High School will offer the  
following camps this summer, most at  
our campus in Alexandria.  
Camps available for grades 1 — 12!

To receive a brochure please email  
Peter Hamer, Summer Camps  

Director at: hamerp@bishopireton.org

Don’t delay, sign up today!

Bishop Ireton
High School

join the fun this summer!

Cardinal Camps - Summer 2014
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Cardinal Camps - Summer 2014

Bishop Ireton High School will offer the 
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To receive a brochure please email Pete Hamer,  
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Cardinal Camps – Summer 2015

Girls’ Camps
Basketball (2 sessions)
Lacrosse (1 session)
Volleyball (2 sessions)
   Co-ed Camps
      Theater (2 session)
     Soccer (4 sessions)
     Boys’ Camps
   Baseball (1 session)
Basketball (2 session)
Football (1 session)
Lacrosse (2 sessions)

Don’t delay, sign up today!

now to May 30

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA ATTICS 
AND ALLEYS TOUR Visit rarely 
seen spaces at four of Alexandria’s 
historic sites on this special three-
hour walking tour of Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, the Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, Lee-Fendall 
House Museum & Garden and Carlyle 
House Historic Park. Tickets are $35 
each and can be reserved online.
Time: Saturdays 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Departs from Lee-Fendall 
House Museum & Garden, 614 Orono-
co St., or Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or  
www.alexandriava.gov/gadsbystavern

now to June 11

LAFAYETTE BALL DANCE 
CLASSES In preparation for the Lafay-

ette Ball on June 13, learn 18th century 
English country dancing from expert 
dance instructors. Admission costs $12 
per person, $30 for the series.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

May 30

CROQUET DAY A croquet tourna-
ment will be played on multiple concur-
rent fields. Food and activities will be 
organized for team members, families, 
and spectators.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Joseph Hensley Park, 4200 
Eisenhower Ave.
Information: 703-820-9001 or 
soniaq@scanva.org

FAMILY DIG DAY The event is pre-
sented in three parts, beginning with an 
introduction to the history and archaeol-
ogy of the Shuter’s Hill site, followed by 
a site tour and finally gathering around 
the screens to sift through excavated 
soil collecting artifacts. Admission is $5 
per person.
Time:  1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location:  George Washington Ma-
sonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: 703-746-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

May 31

LAFAYETTE IN ALEXANDRIA 
DAY MUSEUM OPEN HOUSES  
Before the French tall ship L’Hermione 
arrives in Alexandria, start off the 
celebration with free tours and Lafayette 
himself. The day begins on Market 
Square with the launch of Tides of Revo-
lution: The Hermione Game, a virtual, 

web-based game. Then head out to tour 
a number of Alexandria museums open 
for free.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St., 
and then various Alexandria museums
Information: www.visitalexandriava.com

June 1

SESQUICENTENNIAL LECTURE   
In a lecture titled “Who Are Those 
Guys?” Kim Holien, a 35 year profes-
sional US Army historian, discusses Civil 
War figures whose names grace some 
West End streets. Admission is free
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-4554

June 6

VIRGINIA FOODSHED FESTIVAL 
This festival will showcase the best of 
the Mid-Atlantic region’s craft food and 
beverage. There will be ticketed tastings 
and education on local food. In addition 
to food there will be entertainment and 
games for children of all ages.
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St.
Information: 703-362-6403

D-DAY COMMEMORATION  
A celebration of the heroism and 
sacrifices of our invasion forces in 
Normandy, France in 1944. There will 
be re-enactors and a commemoration 
ceremony including the Old Guard and 
the West Point Glee Club.
Time:2:30 to 5 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-789-7717 or dean@
doggywalker.com

calEndar 
of EvEnts

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

Dirty Blond                           6/6 - 6/27

Winner of the 2010 Tony Award for Best Play, 
this funny, bawdy affair highlights one of 
America’s pop culture icons and her climb to 
fame. This comedy weaves the life story of 
Mae West with the sweetly oddball romance 
of two lonely New Yorkers who are obsessed 
with the star. Enjoy the comic story of West’s 
colorful career from her 
beginnings in vaudeville 
to her legendary stature as 

one of the silver screen’s greatest bombshells. As 
a bonus, “Dirty Blonde” also includes songs from 
Ms. West’s most famous movies including “I’m No 
Angel,” “Dirty Blonde,” “Perfect Love” and more! 

Coming soon

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

June 10-12

L’HERMIONE VOYAGE 2015  
Tour the L’Hermione, a replica of General 
Lafayette’s 18th-century ship, plus the 
largest and most authentically built Tall 
Ship in the last 150 years. Stroll through 
the Heritage Village along the waterfront 
full of history, exhibits, living history 
characters and more. Public tours of the 
ship are available with free timed tickets, 
the last tour time each day is 3:30 p.m. 
The Heritage Village exhibit area is open 
until 7 p.m. each day.
Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: City Marina, 0 Cameron St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

June 10

CANAL PLAZA CONCERT   
A concert series with a country rock 
performance by Gary Smallwood.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Canal Center Plaza Amphi-
theater, 44 Canal Center Plaza
Information: 703-746-5592
SENIOR SERVICES SPEAKER 
SERIES How to make your electron-
ics work for you, what assistive tech-
nologies are available. Event is free.
Time: Registration 9:30 a.m., 
 program begins 10 a.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: www.seniorservicesalex.
org or 703-836-4414, ext. 113

For information: washingtonballet.org | 202.362.3606

2015–2016 AUDITIONS
GRACE   STRENGTH   DISCIPLINE

Classes at the Athenaeum: Levels Pre Ballet to 1A only

Ph
o

to
s 

b
y 

th
eo

 k
o

ss
en

as
—

m
ed

ia
4a

rt
is

ts

 

All auditions held at 3515 Wisconsin Ave., NW, DC  |  June 13, July 18 & August 29

Camps & Enrichment

Call 703-739-0001 to Advertise!

Full day Sailing and Windsur�ng camps
Week-long sessions beginning June 1 (Ages 9-15)

For online registration, visit www.washingtonsailingmarina.com
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at home

By Marty ross 

 Garden furniture is tak-
ing its cues from living rooms 
these days. Collapsible tail-
gate-party chairs and stack-
able plastic no longer seem 
graceful enough for back yards 
and porches, where substan-
tial, good-looking furniture 
encourages you to take some 
time off from your busy world.
 “I have seen outdoor spaces 
that look better than indoors,” 
says Lisa Colburn of Rocky 
Mountain Patio Furniture in 
Atlanta. Her clients are espe-
cially interested in what the 

professionals call “deep seat-
ed” furniture, such as outdoor 
sofas and lounge chairs. “It’s 
more about chilling than about 
dining,” she says.
 Colburn helps customers 
choose appropriate styles in 
the store showroom, but she 
makes house calls, too, stop-
ping by to study a garden’s 
spaces and consider the pos-
sible combinations of chairs, 
sofas, tables, and dining furni-
ture with her clients. “I always 
ask a lot of questions,” she 
says. “I interview them. What 
are they trying to accomplish? 

If you get the right furniture 
and fabrics, you can entirely 
change the look of your gar-
den. You can evolve it into 
anything you want it to be.”
 Of course, you’ll need to 
measure your porch or patio 
before you start to shop, but 
you’ll also want to think about 
how outdoor furniture will 
look with the architecture of 
your home. You’ll need to take 
colors, finishes, and fabrics into 
consideration: how will it all 
look in your garden landscape?

SEE gardEn | 17

                  Live in the garden: 
the comforts of inside, outside

hoME of thE WEEK

 Don’t miss this rarely 
available three bedroom unit 
in beautiful Parkfairfax. The 
traditional floor plan features 
wood floors through both lev-
els. The main level features 
a separate dining room and 
kitchen, with a spacious living 
room that walks out through 
striking French doors to your 
large patio area; completely 
ready for gardening. 
 The second level features 
three bedrooms and the bath-
room. A wonderful bonus 
feature of this property is the 
floored attic that provides ample 
storage space. 
 Parkfairfax is a superb fam-
ily-friendly community that 
lists three swimming pools, an 
exercise room, tennis courts 
and a basketball court among 
its many amenities. The great 
location allows for walks to the 
shops and entertainment at the 

Village at Shirlington. It is also 
walking distance to Charles 
Barrett Elementary School 
and has a Metrobus stop right 
at the corner. Take advantage 
of this beautiful property and 
enjoy the open green spaces 
available at Parkfairfax this 
summer.

Enjoy the greenery in Parkfairfax

at a Glance:
address: 1441 Martha Custis Drive,  
Alexandria VA 22302
Price: $339,900

Built: 1941
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 1

Contact: Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
PenFed Realty, 300 N Washington St #100, 
Alexandria, VA, 703-836-1464

photos/cesirA cruciAno 

A Parkfairfax sign gives warm welcome (above, top) to the historic com-
munity where some of our country’s presidents have resided. A stun-
ning living room (above) lends itself perfectly to entertaining guests. 

photo/suMMer clAssics  
“Rustic” outdoor wicker furniture from Summer Classics has the look 
— and offers the comfort — of indoor furniture. This is one of the com-
pany’s most popular styles. “Lounging furniture is more popular than 
dining furniture,” says Bew White, president of Summer Classics.

A front exterior sure to make you feel right at home before you even 
enter. This property has a luscious green view from the back yard.
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 “Most people go with neu-
tral fabrics on a bigger piece of 
furniture,” Colburn says, and 
that’s smart. “If they want col-
or, I encourage them to think 
long term. In five years, will 
you be sick of the bright green 
sofa?” To add color and style, 
she suggests snappy pillows or 
an outdoor rug in a flashy color 
or a bold graphic print.
 Weather is not a factor. To-
day’s cushions and pillows hold 
their colors in the sun, and re-
sist rain. “Everybody’s curious, 
aren’t they going to get filthy 
and destroyed” in the weather, 
says Brett Williams, creative 
director of Williams Ski and 
Patio in Highland Park, Illinois. 
The answer is “No”: high-qual-
ity materials are especially re-
silient, and even budget pillows 
are rain resistant these days. 
You can expect a good year 
of wear from modestly priced 
cushions, and many more than 
that when you invest in the very 
best back-yard furniture.
 Outdoor-furnishing shops 
usually carry half a dozen or 
more brands and cater to cus-
tomers ready to make a fairly 

considerable purchase, spend-
ing perhaps $10,000 or more on 
outdoor sofas, ottomans, coffee 
tables and side tables designed 
to arrange in easy conversa-
tional groupings. Prices start 
at about $1,000 for a table and 
four chairs at Williams Ski and 
Patio, Williams says, and go 
up from there. Big-box stores 
and import markets are in on 
the trend, and also sell moder-
ately priced sets.
 The best furniture often 

comes with sticker shock, but 
these pieces are made to last, 
says Bev White, president of 
Summer Classics, a high-end 
outdoor furniture company 
that designs and manufactures 
outdoor furniture in more than 
32 different styles and ma-
terials. Polyethylene wicker 
represents almost half of the 
company’s sales, White says. 
It holds up to sun and rain, 
even in the brutal outdoor cli-
mates of Florida and Arizona. 

The company’s wicker-look 
“Rustic” furniture line is a 
bestseller, followed closely by 
“Croquet,” made of durable 
aluminum that looks like teak 
but weighs considerably less. 
Lounge chairs that can pull up 
to a dining table are popular, 
too, White says, both for their 
versatility and their comfort.
 All-weather wicker is one of 
the most popular choices in the 
Chicago area, Williams says, 
but high-quality teak remains 
a classic. If you’re on a bud-
get, buy your garden furniture 
piece by piece, he suggests: 
you can be sure that high-end 
furniture will be around for 
years, so you can add pieces as 
your budget allows. If you’re 

shopping at a big-box store, 
on the other hand, you can’t 
depend on this year’s designs 
being available in the future.
 The trend in sectional seat-
ing is actually very practical, 
Williams says. These versatile 
pieces can be re-arranged for 
large or small groups. He also 
likes to recommend ottomans, 
which serve as additional seat-
ing in a pinch, and suggests 
buying side tables and end 
tables, “because those kinds 
of accessories help finish the 
space.” A comfortably fur-
nished porch or garden draws 
you outdoors to relax, even 
when you’re too busy to stop 
and smell the roses. Just being 
outside is the main thing.

gardEn 
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photo/Gloster   
Pull up a chair: mid-century style looks terrific in the back yard, too. This 
is Gloster’s teak and outdoor-leather “Dansk” lounge chair, designed 
by Povl Eskildsen, a Danish furniture designer. Outdoor fabrics are de-
signed to stand up to the weather, and they’re easy to clean.

 
 
 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Summer Fun ~
Begins with a new friend from the Shelter ~  

Elton John.

A rock-star in our eyes, Elton at 3 years of age,  
is ideal for ensuring good cheer in your home.

A  Beagle-mix, he is hoping for a  
new home this summer!

viSit our wEbSitE alexandriaanimals.org  
or call 703-746-4774

tHaNK You
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our view Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson
 As expected, last week Alexandria City Council unani-
mously voted to move forward with building a Metro station 
at Potomac Yard. And as expected, there was considerable self-
congratulation from Mayor Bill Euille and city councilors after 
the decision, in which they chose “Alternative B” — the north-
ernmost site under consideration.
 All that was missing was Civil War Navy Rear Adm. David 
Farragut’s cry of “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead.” For 
all of the excitement and big numbers bandied about, including a 
projection of up to $2 billion in potential development value and 
26,000 new jobs around this site, there are significant torpedoes to 
be dodged. These include:
•	 The	possibility	that	a	stagnant	economy,	stretching	into	the	
foreseeable	 future,	 could	delay	projected	development, thus 
drying the expected local revenue stream to a trickle. One need 
look no further than the stalled re-development of Landmark Mall 
to see a major development project that’s been on hold for years. 
City coffers still await Landmark’s projected cash infusion.

•	 The	 possibility	 that	 continued	 high	 office	 space	 vacancy	
rates	scares	away	developers. The rate for Northern Virginia 
was 17 percent in December 2014, according to Transwestern, 
which produces Real Estate Outlook. In addition, as of Decem-
ber, approximately 1 million square feet of office space was al-
ready under construction on Eisenhower Avenue — mostly for 
the National Science Foundation building — of which about 34 
percent remained un-leased. 

•	 Funding	sources	for	this	projected	$268	million	project	re-
main	sketchy	at	best.	The city expects to receive close to $70 
million from the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority for 
the project, but neither the amount nor the fact of funding is defi-
nite. Developer JBG has pledged to contribute up to $72 million 
— but now reportedly wants to renegotiate its contribution. City 
council designated a special residential tax district near the site, 
but now seems to be backing away from its commitment to this.

•	 The	city	has	a	bad	track	record	of	bringing	public	construc-
tion	projects	in	anywhere	near	budget. For instance, the Charles 
Houston Recreation Center was supposed to cost just over $4 mil-
lion. It cost almost four times that much. The recently rebuilt Jef-
ferson-Houston Elementary School was 30 percent over budget. 

•	 The	city	has	not	presented	a	plan	for	how	it	would	pay	for	
cost	overruns	for	this	Metro	station. An overrun of 25 percent 
on this project would cost the city an additional $67 million. 
Where would this money come from?

•	 Even	when	 cost	 overruns	 are	 not	 excessive,	 initial	 budgets	
tend	to	be.	The city tends to build unjustified gold-plated facili-
ties, such as its $80 million new police station on Eisenhower Av-
enue. Do city planners intend to make this new station a similar 
Taj Mahal?

 Yes, a new Metro station has the potential to be a long-term en-
gine of economic growth for Alexandria. However, concrete fund-
ing sources and accurate cost projections must be in place before a 
shovel of dirt is turned. 
 “If we build it, they will come” might have worked in “Field of 
Dreams,” but Alexandria needs something more concrete before 
building this station. Let’s account for all of the torpedoes before 
opening the throttles and roaring full speed ahead.

Potomac yard approval does not  
mean project is without issues

New Jefferson-Houston playing field 
already a boon for local area
To the editor:
 On my way home from 
church early Sunday af-
ternoon, I noticed a soc-
cer game in progress on the 
newly constructed Jefferson-
Houston School playing field, 
so I went across the street to 
watch the University of Cal-
ifornia-Berkeley play Yale 
University. Figuring the Yale 
players would firstly want 
to know where I got my de-
gree and, it being a second-
tier university wouldn’t let 
me sit with them, I made a 
strategic decision to sit with 
California-Berkeley. Luckily, 
the player sitting next to me 
has a grandfather who taught 
at my alma mater while I was 
a student there. 
 Yale’s goalkeeper is a 
young man whose impres-
sive size reminded me of 
legendary Major League 
Soccer and United States 

Men’s National Team goal-
keeper Zack Thornton, and 
his side went on to beat the 
Golden Bears 5-2. Mem-
bers of both teams, when 
they found out I live nearby, 
commended the quality of 
the new artificial turf field, 
which their league had re-
served for Sunday after-
noons for their entire sea-
son. But, they explained, 
they had to find alternative 
venues until a few weeks 
ago because the field was 
not yet ready.
 Next on was the Uni-
versity of Michigan against 
Virginia Tech. One of the 
California-Berkeley players 
who lingered after the final 
whistle pointed out his high 
school friend playing for Vir-
ginia Tech, who had spent a 
few years playing profession-
al soccer in Europe.  I left at 
halftime, after insisting that 

Michigan descend en masse 
on a Wolverines house across 
the street. 
 As far as I know, the neigh-
borhood had not been formally 
informed that the field was 
now open, even though the 
league had reserved it several 
months ago before it was even 
completed. Nevertheless, it is 
heartening to know that users 
of this caliber so highly regard 
this facility. When we citizens 
and taxpayers bellyache about 
how much the Jefferson-Hous-
ton project cost, one key ques-
tion we should is whether we 
got our money’s worth. While 
the ultimate test is whether 
our $44 million unaccredited 
school makes adequate yearly 
progress and is accredited, I’m 
inclined to think that, certainly 
as regards the recreation field, 
we did!

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

your views
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To the editor:
 I am frustrated. I have 
not felt represented by the 
majority of the actions 
taken by City Hall over the 
past 25 years. Is anyone 
else with me?
• Are you heartbroken by 

the erosion of the historic 
character of Old Town and 
Parker-Gray and want to 
preserve what is left?

•  Are you embarrassed that 
banners referencing “his-
toric” Alexandria hang 
along entire blocks of new 
construction?

• Are you concerned that 
the congested traffic and 
scarce parking in Old 
Town will only be exac-
erbated by recent approv-
als for redevelopment on 
the waterfront? 

•  Are you frustrated that it 
seems like city council’s 
minds are made up before 
they go through the mo-
tions of listening to citi-
zen input?

• Are you shocked by the 
fact that Mayor Bill 
Euille would suggest and 
then defend the concept 
of selling Alexandria’s 
historic City Hall as be-
ing reasonable?

•  Do you resent the fact 
that new businesses are 
given tax breaks and in-
centives to move here 
while residents’ real estate 
taxes have been generally 
climbing year after year?

 The only opportunity 
to have a say in who leads 
our city as mayor for the 
next four years is to vote 

in the Democratic primary 
on June 9. You need not be 
a registered Democrat to 
participate. There are no 
Republican candidates for 
mayor as of yet, so who-
ever wins the primary is 
very likely to be your next 
mayor. 
 Of the three candidates, 
Euille has been mayor for 
the past 11 years and Kerry 
Donnelly was mayor 15 
years prior to that. I hope 
there are enough people in 
Alexandria — Democrats 
and Republicans — who 
will demonstrate they are 
tired of being disappointed 
by city leadership and cast a 
vote for Allison Silberberg 
for mayor.

- Twig Murray
Alexandria

To the editor:
 In a few weeks, Alexan-
drians will have the oppor-
tunity to vote in an open pri-
mary election for mayor, to 
voice their perspectives on 
where the city is headed, on 
our priorities, our values and 
our hopes for the future. We 
have been reflecting on what 
each of our substantive can-
didates would bring to that 
future for some time, and as 
early childhood colleagues 
who have raised our own 
children in the city, one issue 
has come to define our high-
est priority for Alexandria:  
investment in high-quality 
early childhood education 
programs.
 We are neighbors in the 
West End, where the major-
ity of Alexandria residents 
also live. According to a 
study by the Bruhn-Morris 
Family Foundation for ACT 
for Alexandria and Alex-
andria City Public Schools, 

more than 50 percent of the 
11,000 children under 5 years 
old in Alexandria live in the 
West End. In fact, the num-
ber of children under 5 grew 
25 percent in the decade be-
tween 2000 and 2010, with 
most of that growth coming 
on our side of Alexandria.  
Our schools are bursting at 
the seams, we have fewer 
play areas for children and 
there are fewer early child-
hood programs than in the 
rest of the city. This presents 
both a huge opportunity and 
an equally huge challenge for 
our city and the next mayor.
 Almost all of the above 
children will enter our pub-
lic school system. Yet each 
year between 300 and 400 
children across the city 
start kindergarten having 
had  little or no exposure to 
high-quality early childhood 
educational programs or en-
riched experiences that build 
knowledge, skills, habits of 

mind, vocabulary and over-
all readiness for schooling. 
They are already signifi-
cantly behind their more for-
tunate peers when they walk 
into the school building. 
 One in three kindergart-
ners qualifies for English as 
a Second Language support, 
and about 10 to 12 percent 
of them will qualify for spe-
cial education services at 
some point during the first 
year or two of school. This 
creates a need to expend 
costly resources over many 
years at the elementary and 
higher educational levels. 
In contrast, investment in 
high quality early childhood 
education can transform the 
playing field of opportunity 
for all our young children. 
 The ripple effects of lack 
of access to high-quality pro-
gramming extend beyond the 
individual children involved. 

On education investment, Kerry 
Donley is the best mayoral option

Those frustrated with city council 
should vote for allison Silberberg

The Business Plan
with Bill Reagan

 Everybody is talking about mil-
lennials and it’s no wonder: they are 
a very influential cohort. There are 
two important contexts that compel 
small businesses to better under-
stand millennials: marketing and 
the labor force. Millennials are a 
desirable consumer demographic, 
and businesses need to understand 
how to grab their attention and how 
to appeal to their distinct 
preferences.
 Additionally, as baby 
boomers retire from the 
workforce en masse over 
the next decade, the work-
place will be reshaped by 
millennials. Employee re-
tention and motivations are 
changing, and savvy em-
ployers must stay ahead of that curve.
 In a recent presentation on 
marketing to the Alexandria Small 
Business Development Center, 
Maurisa Potts, CEO of Spotted MP, 
pointed out that by 2030, millenni-
als will outnumber baby boomers 
by 22 million. They will account for 
one third of all retail spending in the 
next five years, and soon, millenni-
als will represent 50 percent of the 
workforce.
 Each generation is shaped by 
the circumstances in which they 
grew up, so millennials — born 
between 1980 and 2000 — have 
different living, working, shop-
ping and socializing preferences 
from preceding generations. This 
was the first generation to grow up 
accustomed to unfettered access 
to technology and the Internet. As 
their cohort reaches adulthood and 
occupies a greater percentage of our 
workforce and society, we must pay 
attention to their preferences, and 
those preferences are increasingly 
influencing the shape of our com-
munities and institutions.
 Recognizing the characteristics 
and preferences of millennials is 
the first step. The greater challenge 
is to determine what your business 
needs to do in order to incorporate 

millennials successfully into your 
workplace. The Alexandria Small 
Business Development Center 
conducts occasional programs on 
generational issues; some on mar-
keting to millennials and others on 
engaging them as employees. You 
can sign up for program announce-
ments at the bottom of the center’s 
home page — www.alexandrias-

bdc.org — and can also 
register for no-cost edu-
cational programs.
   There is also a wealth 
of research and news on 
millennials. These articles 
cover everything from 
their spending habits and 
how they consume ad-
vertising to what office 

configurations they prefer. A quick 
online search of your specific indus-
try or needs can help small business 
owners gain a better understanding 
of millennials and generate ideas  
on how to appeal to them.
 In Alexandria, we are fortunate 
to have access to a growing millen-
nial labor force. In fact, Alexandria 
has one of the fastest growing mil-
lennial populations in the country. 
In general, millennials feel a greater 
sense of connection to their friends 
and peers than previous genera-
tions, which translates to a prefer-
ence for mixed-use developments 
and walkable, urban communities. 
Alexandria has this sense of com-
munity and the amenities that mil-
lennials are seeking.
 With access to a millennial 
workforce and guidance on how to 
successfully engage this generation, 
both as employees and as consum-
ers, Alexandria businesses are in an 
excellent position. It is important for 
businesses to start planning for the 
changes spurred by millennials, and 
Alexandria has the resources to sup-
port businesses with any transitions.

 
The writer is the executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 
Development Center.

Why are millennials  
so important?

Bill Reagan
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To the editor:
 Just recently, I saw an 
advertisement by developer 
EYA for the company’s new-
est condominium design in 
Montgomery County. Make 
a few tweaks and you have 
something that looks like 
their plans for Robinson Ter-
minal South. Like the design 
for the terminal, it has no 
sense of place, only common 
architecture you can find 
anywhere. 
 I happened to watch the 
“Antiques Roadshow” epi-
sode on PBS that emanated 
from the rehabilitated offices 
of the shipyard that built the 
Titanic in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. This building firmly 
engrains the sense of wa-
terfront and shipbuilding. If 
you look at some of the pic-
tures of the buildings, you 
will see why I keep talking 
about creating a place where 
people want to go. Building 
architecture is critical in set-
ting the stage and creating the 
ambience for an area. It is the 
key ingredient that is so often 
neglected in planning.
 Yes, developers maxi-
mize profit, but everyone 

has forgotten that they do so 
while subject to conditions 
we set as a community. Al-
lowing them uniformity for 
the sake of economy might 
minimize costs, but only for 
the developer and certainly 
not for the community in 
the end. There is no doubt 
people will move in to the 
new Robinson Terminal 
South buildings. However, 
they will move in because 
of the views of the Potomac 
River and not for the sense 
of community. 
 This is ironic since city 
council kept pushing all oth-
er plans aside while insisting 
the waterfront should not be 
privatized.  The earlier wa-
terfront plan that was pushed 
aside would have encouraged 
mixed use, not an almost 
uniformly residential devel-
opment.
 Look at the recent proj-
ects and ask yourself: “Why 
are there no people around, 
even with the mega densi-
ties that have been developed 
there, like Carlyle and James 
Bland?”

- Poul Hertel
Alexandria

To the editor:
 The current primary race for 
mayor of Alexandria does indeed 
offer us a choice, as many have 
pointed out in these opinion pag-
es. Our choice is Kerry Donley. 
 He is a proven leader who 
knows this city inside out. He 
grew up here and then came 
back after college to live, work 
and raise his family. But beyond 
that, he has always participated 
in Alexandria’s civic life. He 
knows our school system, our 
demographic statistics, our tax 
base and our financial situation. 
He does not speak in vague gen-
eralities. He talks about real, con-
crete ways to improve our city. 
He acknowledges problems and 
actively seeks solutions. Kerry 
Donley believes long-range plan-
ning is the best way to ensure 
that we achieve our goals.
 Some say that Alexandria 
should never change. But cities 
are not static entities that can be 
crystalized in a historic amber 
glow. One thing that has always 
made the Port City a great place 
to live and work is that we are 
a city with a sense of place, not 
a sprawling suburb. We started 
as a seaport trading center based 
on the waterfront, and our his-

toric heart remains there. But 
we were never an enclave of 
wealthy people who fought off 
commerce. Our founders were 
merchants and tradespeople. 
They filled in the riverfront to 
make more land and never hesi-
tated to build commercial struc-
tures on that waterfront.
 Our history is a source of 
pride, but it is not all that defines 
Alexandria. Today’s city has 
multiple focus points. More than 
half of our population lives west 
of Quaker Lane. We have grow-
ing centers of population and 
commerce in Potomac Yard and 
the Eisenhower Valley. Del Ray 
has become a hub of creativity, 
and is filled with young fami-
lies and enterprising businesses. 
The West End is undergoing re-
newal. We need to continue to 
grow and change with the times. 
 Kerry Donley believes 
growth and development should 
be encouraged near Metro sta-
tions and other convenient transit 
options, and he knows how to 
make that happen, served a total 
of 18 years as an Alexandria city 
councilor, vice mayor and mayor. 
In those positions he represented 
the city on the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Commission, 

including time as chair, and on 
the Northern Virginia Transpor-
tation Authority. He also served 
for years on the board of the Met-
ropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments.
 Kerry Donley is hands on. 
He does not shy away from dig-
ging into an issue and learning 
all the facts. When he speaks 
to the public or to his peers as a 
representative of the city, he has 
a firm grasp of the details, and is 
eloquent, thoughtful and smart.
 His years of participation in 
community nonprofits and com-
merce have also given him skills 
for building consensus. Alexan-
dria is filled with well-educated 
people with a wide range of 
knowledge and skills, and Don-
ley knows how to leverage their 
expertise and advice. He knows 
how to compromise, but he also 
sticks to his principles when 
faced with a critical issue.
 Vote for Kerry Donley on 
June 9. The city needs him.
- Diane Charles, Donna Fossum, 

 Kevin Grim, Dak Hardwick, 
Sally and Steven Krahn,  

Jim McIntyre, Sandy Murphy, 
Gayle Reuter, Judy and  

Michael Stack, Christa Watters
Alexandria
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To the editor:
 I am so pleased with May-
or Bill Euille and his cast of 
city councilors for moving 
ahead with the new Metro 
station in Potomac Yard. 
What better way to strap the 
future residents of Alexandria 
with more crushing debt? 
 Not to worry though, the 
words “economic develop-
ment” and “tax revenue” 
will help me sleep better at 
night. In three short years, 
residents of Arlington and 
the District of Columbia 
will be able to take public 
transportation to Minneso-

ta-based Target and spend 
their dollars, most of which 
will never benefit anyone in 
Alexandria.  
 Also, the residents of the 
$600,000 townhouses in Po-
tomac Greens can take the 
Metro to the Smithsonian on 
Sunday. Will someone please 
show me an example of a ma-
jor development in Alexan-
dria in the past 20 years that 
has been done on budget or 
otherwise gone according to 
plan? Save your energy, there 
are none. 

- William G. Turner
Alexandria

Potomac yard metro will not 
benefit alexandria

Development must set the 
atmosphere of an area Successful students reflect suc-

cessful educational institutions, 
which affects how local taxpay-
ers and the larger public view 
the reputation of our schools, 
as school quality is one factor 
in business location decisions. 
Our ability to develop our future 
workforce, to nurture citizenship 
to engage with democratic insti-
tutions, or be involved in civic 
life, are all compromised when 
we do not make this one of our 
top community priorities.
 All of our candidates sup-
port investment in high-quality 
early childhood education. But 
we have been struck by how 
clearly Kerry Donley expresses 
his priorities for education: to 

restore funding for early child-
hood education to previous lev-
els or better; to whittle down 
waiting lists while supporting 
continuous quality improve-
ment in early childhood educa-
tional programs; and to explore 
collaborations between ACPS, 
nonprofits and our community 
preschools to dedicate more 
classrooms and highly quali-
fied and well paid teachers in an 
effort to close this opportunity 
gap. Businesses can also play a 
substantive role in this effort.
 How do we get there? Cur-
rently, our residential real estate 
taxes carry much of the burden 
for budget funding. By grow-
ing and diversifying our tax 
base through expeditious, smart 
growth, especially near Metro 
stations and easily accessible 

mass transit, we can change that.  
As a West End resident who has 
raised his family of five daugh-
ters in our neighborhood, Kerry 
Donley cares deeply about mak-
ing sure that our side of town can 
both contribute more robustly to 
a diverse economy, and provide 
needed amenities, services and 
cultural assets to the entire city. 
 We believe Donley will 
bring Alexandria both a clear 
vision for our city and establish 
disciplined priorities to create 
a sustainable path of continu-
ous economic vitality city while 
also maintaining the primacy 
of our educational investment 
and results. And one more thing: 
Kerry listens. We hope he will 
have your vote on June 9.
- Sissy Walker and Carol Keller

Alexandria

Kerry Donley is the perfect 
candidate for alexandria mayor
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly poll

froM thE WEB

a.  yes.
B. No.
C. maybe.

This Week 
The alexandria aces begin their season on June 2.  
Do you plan to attend any games this summer?

Last Week 
Should the Gerald Ford House be afforded additional  
historic protections?

he embers of the di-
sastrous City Hall fire 
of May 19, 1871 were 

still smoldering as city fathers 
set to work to replace the struc-
ture. Just four days after its 
destruction, Alexandria City 
Council was presented with a 
financial plan to rebuild that 
included $10,000 from the in-
surance settlement and $40,000 
from the sale of 2,000 shares 
of stock, which was then held 
by the city’s “Sinking Fund” 
in the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad. As part of the plan, 
rentals from vendor stalls and 
offices within the new complex 
would be allocated to the fund 
and re-invested in city bonds to 
recover its loss on the stock sale.
 Just a month later, city 
council approved an architec-
tural plan submitted by Wash-
ington architect Adolf Cluss to 
rebuild the government com-
plex using a site plan that close-
ly followed the evolution of the 
two earlier buildings on North 
Fairfax and Royal streets. But 
Cluss’ design moved the main 
building entrance to the center 
of Cameron Street, which had 
originally been planned as the 
main thoroughfare in down-
town Alexandria. 
 The new City Hall, as seen 
in this image from the 1970s, 
was to be U-shaped and built 
in a modified Beaux Arts 
style, with town offices in 
the west wing and northwest 
corner facing Royal Street. 
Courtrooms and offices were 
to be located in its northeast 
corner, with the police and 

fire stations to be housed in 
the east wing, along Fairfax 
Street.  On the second floor, 
in the central portion of the 
building above Cameron 
Street, were to be rooms for 
the local chapter of the Ma-
sonic Lodge.  
 Although since 1871 the 
building has gone through 
many remodels and the re-
location of certain services 
to other sites in the city, the 
close observer will still note 
evidence of the adoption of 
Cluss’ proposal in the cur-
rent building. Small signs 
embedded above doorways in 
the brick façade of the struc-
ture remain to identify their 
original functions, and above 
the main doors on Cameron 
Street, Masonic symbols are 
subtlety detailed within the 
architectural trim of the sec-
ond floor.
 By October 1871, a con-
struction contract was award-
ed to a local builder, Edward 
H. Delahay, for a price not to 

exceed $45,000. Another ar-
chitect, Benjamin Price, was 
selected to replicate Benjamin 
Latrobe’s 1817 clock tower 
and steeple that was severely 
damaged by the fire.  The ad-
ditional $8,000 cost resulted 
in a modified design for the 
tower that recalled the earlier 
Latrobe massing and style, but 
incorporated design features 
and architectural elements that 
blended in with those created 
by Cluss in adjacent facades of 
the building.  
 In one major departure 
from Latrobe’s design, high 
above Royal Street at the third 
floor level a large marble panel 
enclosed by a brick frame was 
installed on the front of the 
tower base. The panel, clearly 
visible from the upper stories 
of Gadsby’s Tavern across the 
street, describes the tragic fire 
and the determined effort ef-
forts to build the new edifice.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of  Historic Alexandria.

T

photo/office of historic AlexAndriA

Rebuilding the devastated City Hall

alexandrian writes:
 Vitriolic attacks on Vice May-
or Allison Silberberg are beneath 
us. Ms. Silberberg offers a head of 
reason and restraint where others 
forge ahead on hopes and dreams 
(Potomac Yard in particular) that 
it will all turn out okay. 
 There is so much development, 
all with hopes the top two tiers of 
CIP projection revenue, not the 
meager bottom, will be reality. 
We’re facing heady financial wa-
ters in the Washington Metropoli-
tan area for years to come. This 
is all the more reason to vote for 
Vice Mayor Silberberg, who reg-
ularly speaks out, listens to and 
protects both residents and the 
city coffers.

Lynn Hampton writes:
 I am looking for leadership. 
Thoughtfulness is really good at 
Inova and kindergarten, but the 
mayor’s job is leading and garner-
ing consensus. Allison, in her own 
words, does not lead.
.

In response to  
“allison Silberberg 
emphasizes thoughtfulness 
in mayoral run,” may 21:
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 56%  No, let the neighbors build.
 39%  yes, it should be part of a full historic district.
 5%  yes, but only using existing zoning rules. 1,319 votes

Email comments, 
rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com

Who 
 carEs?

WE do.
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aCROSS

1 Reveals
6 Music award
12 Tell a secret
16 Outward flow of the tide
19 Plain folk
20 Take the reins again
21 Indian royal
22 “___ bad!”
23 Valentine’s Day celebrants
25 Relating to the armpit
27 “___ never believe it!”
28 Edgar Allen and family
29 Unavoidably involved
30 Starchy tuber
32 Carve in stone
35 Beanery sign
36 Brownish purple
40 Artist Chagall
43 They all lead to Rome, it’s said
45 Troop camp
49 Soon, to a bard
50 Dichotomies
52 Summary
53 Andes capital
54 Paris railway
55 Victorian, for one
56 Sailing ship with three or more  
  masts (var.)
57 One of the Brady Bunch
59 Suffixes with “two” or “four”
61 Hair piece
63 Function
64 Motor parts
66 Summer shade
67 Top-of-the-line
68 Bakers’ wares
69 Some insurance policy clauses
73 Affirm
75 Ilsa ___ (“Casablanca” character)

76 Alternative to “com” or “org”
77 Act of twisting
80 Fleur-de-___
81 Prepared for a drive
82 Official of old Rome
84 Really irritate
85 Dismissive scoffs
87 Dinner table dropping
89 Daughter of Ops and Saturn
91 “Mona ___”
92 Half of Hispaniola
93 Well-pitched game
95 “... happily ___ after”
96 Colorado resort
97 Big Bertha’s birthplace
98 Carry a tune
100 Some animal shelters
101 ___-bodied
103 Europe’s high points
105 Tool with teeth
107 Ardent emotions
111 Electrical measures
114 Analyzes, as a sentence
119 Word of praise
120 A ton, to 1,000 pounds
122 Trident-shaped letter
123 Mortgage security
124 Word in a Presley song title
125 Like some buckets
126 Bread for dipping, e.g.
127 Arid
128 End of a threat
129 Give your two cents’ worth

DOWN
1 Thai currency
2 Eastern nurse
3 Ready to be picked
4 Catch a glimpse of
5 Coyly
6 Miracle-___ (gardening brand)

last Week’s solution:

W
ee

k
ly

 W
or

d
s

7 Join again, as the army
8 Food fit for a dog
9 Confused hand-to-hand fighting
10 Experts (var.)
11 Rusher’s stats
12 Highlands hillside
13 Lack of strictness
14 Santa ___ Park (racetrack)
15 Like some agreements
16 And others, for short
17 Make yawn
18 “Cheers” bartender Woody
24 Chowder morsel
26 “Tiny” of films
31 Earned
33 Dove houses
34 “Aquarius” musical
36 Tropical trees of Florida

37 An Eastern Christian
38 Russian craft?
39 Battle recreator
41 Dead-end jobs
42 Jugular’s counterpart
44 Church official
46 Eager to possess things
47 Take a breather
48 Fencing equipment
51 “Death of a Salesman” name
54 Game with shooters
56 Dwellers by the English Channel
58 Gambler’s chit
60 Concluded
62 Single condo, e.g.
65 Pivot
67 Magic charms
68 Crushed, as a spice
70 Funds
71 Decree
72 Anger
73 Greek “A”
74 Passport endorsements
78 Football Hall-of-Famer Merlin
79 Approaches
81 Two games for the price of one
82 “I Love Lucy” name
83 “... ___ saw Elba”
86 “Relax, and that’s an order!”
88 Santa ___, California
90 Coastal raptors
93 Even smaller
94 Like current heads of state
99 Breaks
102 Danny DeVito’s “Taxi” role
104 Perform brilliantly
106 “Yippee!”
107 Baby foods
108 “Not to mention ...”
109 Berth place
110 Playing with a full deck
112 1450, in Rome
113 Calls, in poker
115 Bring in the sheaves
116 H.H. Munro’s pen name
117 Knotted up
118 “Auld Lang ___”
120 General on some Chinese   
   menus
121 “___ we having fun yet?”

PuZZLE FOR mORE THaN ONE By Agnes Brown

says he is acutely aware of the challenges that 
the system faces.
 “First we need to really restructure the Stan-
dards of Learning program and really encour-
age teachers to individualize instruction and 
take them away from teaching to the tests,” 
he said. “We also have a limitation in Virginia 
where we only test in English, and in Alexan-
dria especially we have got a high number of 
English language learning students, almost 50 
percent in ACPS. Yet we have to test in English, 
so our students in Alexandria are automatically 
at a disadvantage. We need to change that. 
 “The assessment system really needs to 
be competency based and enable our schools 
to assess our students when the standards are 
mastered, rather than structuring the school 
year around a schedule that’s based on the 
standardized test.”
 After students leave high school, they are 
faced with even more challenges and deci-
sions on where to go next. All candidates are 
united in their belief that higher education in-
stitutions should try and do more to keep their 
costs down rather than pass it on to families 
with higher tuition and other fees, and that 
there should be other credible alternatives 
available. Candidate Clarence Tong could not 
be reached for comment, but his official cam-
paign website says that he would look to fight 
tuition costs as a top priority while also part-
nering with community colleges to emphasize 
coursework in the STEM fields.
 “We need to ensure that different options 
are available to students based on what is im-
portant to them and what will help them find 
the lives that they want to in the future,” said 
Fifer. “We need to make higher education 
more affordable and accessible, we need to 
make trade and vocational programs a more 
viable, attractive and accessible option for stu-
dents who would benefit from those opportu-
nities. And we need to support young people 
who want to enter military service by making 
sure that they have great opportunities.”
 “For students or young adults, and not ev-
erybody wants to sit in a classroom, I would 
create jobs for folks that have a career ladder 
attached to them so they can support their fami-
lies and live a good life and retire here” said Ja-
kopic. “The trades are one of the ways to do it, 
so creating that trade education is important.”
 With work still to be done as Krupicka steps 
aside, the candidates know they will also be 
required to work with their Republican col-
leagues across the aisle, should they be elected 
to the House of Delegates. However, on what 
should be a nonpartisan issue, all expressed 
their confidence at being able to work with oth-
ers regardless of party lines to try and improve 
the futures for all in education in Virginia.

dElEgatEs          FROM | 11
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703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

BusinEss dirEctory

MARY A. BEVIS (89),  
formerly of Alexandria,  
May 19, 2015

HAROLD FOELAK (89),  
of Alexandria, May 25,2015

DAVID L. NELSON,  
of Alexandria, April 26, 2015

MARY ANN ORMES,  
formerly of Alexandria,  
May 6, 2015

EDwARD E. PIERCE SR. 
(89), formerly of Alexandria,  
April 18, 2015

LIONEL w. ROBERTS (91),  
of Alexandria,  
February 28, 2015

GARY S. SMITH,  
of Alexandria,  
May 15, 2015

classifieds Turning Back Time 

Online all the time:

Abraham’s  
Carpet & Rug Cleaning

• Commercial & Residential  • Wall-to-wall carpet cleaning
• Furniture & upholstery cleaning
• Carpet repairs and installation
• Auto Interior Cleaning  
• Insurance claims  • Written estimates

Eddy Abraham, Jr.
(571)379-3222

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

CDL B Route Sales • Delivery Driver 
Arcet Co. has a new store looking to 
add a y/r f/t opening to drive & deliver 
industrial gases in Alexandria area. 
New store that is looking for someone 
that can drive and also grow and take 
on additional duties to work inside 
store to perform industrial sales.

Must be able to perform frequent 
physical tasks. Hazmat endorsement 
preferred or must attain. M-F day 
schedule, 45 hour work plan. Good 
Compensation and benefits package. 
Contact HR at jobs@mwsc.com or call 
910 980-6110.

hElp WantEd

lEgal noticE

oBituariEs
aBc noticE

Advertising 
Works!

To advertise 
your business 

or service
Contact  

Kristen Essex
kessex@

alextimes.com

This week in 2009:
City announces upper King Street Farmers’ 
market – “Fresh goods straight from the farm are not 
just for lower King Street any more. The City of Alexan-
dria and the Upper King Street Neighborhood Association 
said the Upper King Street Fresh Farmers’ Market will open 
Wednesday, June 3 at 3 p.m.”

alexandria aces On Deck for Opening Day – 
“By the time the first pitch of the Alexandria Aces 2009 sea-
son crosses home plate on June 5, dozens of variables will 
have already fallen into place. For starters, the Aces, in their 
second year as a member of the Cal Ripken Collegiate Base-
ball League, will have brought more than 25 players into the 
fold, cementing months of recruiting and planning.”

John Warner Given Key to City – “Mayor Bill Euille 
and the city council presented former U.S. Sen. John War-
ner with a key to the city Tuesday night at City Hall, recog-
nizing his service as a ‘dedicated and admired servant’ of 
Virginia and the city.”

NOTICE OF APPEAL  
TO CITY COUNCIL

The item described below will be heard by 
the City Council on the date and time listed 
below. For further information call the De-
partment of Planning and Zoning at 703-746-
4666 or visit www.alexandriava.gov/dockets 
and navigate to City Council dockets.

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2015
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Public Hearing on an Appeal of the Plan-
ning Commission’s decision to approve a 
preliminary plat for Subdivision #2014-
0014 to re-subdivide two existing lots into 
three lots at 809 and 811 Vassar Road. 
Appellant: Rebecca Rust and Petitioners
Tax Map Assessment Numbers: 052.03-02-
18 and 052.03-02-19
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Poised to help with any and all real estate needs, whether advising on spring home 
improvement projects, preparing and listing a house for the market, offering a 

current market analysis to value your investment, or helping purchasers find that 
dream residence, Lauren looks forward to hearing from you.

Now that the weather is  
encouraging outdoor enjoyment,  
Lauren’s bike is pedaling through 

the neighborhoods again. 

Here are some of her  
present listings.

208 N. Royal Street
This 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath early 
residence offers the graciousness of 
yesterday in its exquisite formal rooms 
and woodwork with a delightful blend 
of today’s amenities.  A cozy library 
lures the reader while a screened porch 
overlooks an intimate walled garden. 
Offered at $2,200,000.

714 Wythe Street
This residence is a sophisticated 5 
bedroom, 4.5 bath contemporary 
home with NY style panache, 2 master 
suites, gourmet eat-in kitchen, guest 
quarters with kitchenette, den and 
outside entrance, rooftop terrace with 
panoramic views, enclosed garden, 2 
off-street parking spaces and rough-
in for elevator installation.  Offered at 
$1,549,000.

720A Norfolk Lane
Looking for pristine, turn-key living?  
Here it is in this 2-level, 2 master 
bedroom end unit with eat-in kitchen, 
generous living and dining areas, 
covered deck and garage. Nestled in a 
wonderful community with generous 
amenities, its location is ideal for 
commuting and enjoying the delights of 
Old Town. Offered at $495,000.

411 S. Lee Street
Well-proportioned and appointed 
rooms of this sun-washed, circa 1800, 
updated residence engender the charm 
of yesteryear while incorporating the 
delights of today. With renovated baths 
and handsome kitchen opening to a 
family room, this semi-detached home 
includes a delightful walled garden with 
direct street access. Not in MRIS, but 
can be shown by appointment. Offered 
at $1,239,000.

715 Fords Landing Way
Glorious river and courtyard views 
accompany this sun-drenched, 
sophisticated townhouse with inviting 
living room and dining room, eat-in 
kitchen, adjacent deck, garage parking 
and generous storage. The lure of 
the Fords Landing Promenade and 
neighborhood camaraderie await. 
Offered at $1,095,000.
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