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By erich wagner

    An internal debate over the 
future of the Alexandria Fire 
Department bubbled to the 
surface last month, as a group 
of paramedics denounced the 
city’s ongoing transition from 
utilizing paramedics to using 
hybrid firefighter/medics.
 The change, which was pro-
posed last year by Fire Chief 
Robert Dubé and began imple-
mentation this year, would see 
all future paramedics — those 
trained in advanced life support 
— also receive training as fire-
fighters. The
idea is to
have some-

one capable of providing ALS 
on every ambulance and fire ap-
paratus; currently, most fire en-

gines are staffed only by those 
capable of basic life support.
 Dubé said the new system, 
which he described as a “nation-
ally recognized model” used by 
most surrounding jurisdictions, 
will ensure medics are more 
evenly distributed throughout 
the city without incurring the 
significant costs of hiring ad-
ditional personnel. Currently 
there are three ladder trucks 
and eight fire engines — nine in 
December with the staffing of 
Station 210 — but only six am-
bulances stationed in the city.
 “Not all stations have ALS, 
but under the new system, they 
all will,” he said. “It will also 
allow us to make sure all en-
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A synchronized 
swimming effort

File Photo
Alexandria and Arlington County may soon partner on a project to 
build an Olympic-sized pool, after each jurisdiction ran into budget 
roadblocks in their own efforts to build such a facility.

episcopal prepares for upcoming               footBall season - page 14

Joint aquatics venture  
with Arlington County 
under consideration 
By chris teale 

 When a consultant prepared 
a report on the state of aquat-
ics facilities in Alexandria last 
year, one of the more troubling 
findings for some was that only 
about 20 percent of swimmers 
were being provided for and 80 
percent going elsewhere. With 
capacity problems and main-
tenance issues plaguing many 
of the city’s existing pools, the 
report found that a dramatic in-
vestment needs to be made in 
aquatics.
 City officials announced last 

month that a joint facility with 
Arlington County is under con-
sideration either at Chinquapin 
Park or at Long Bridge Park in 
Arlington, and residents will be 
asked in the city’s annual parks 
and recreation needs assessment 
survey for feedback on a possible 
joint venture with their peers to 
the north.
 “We often look for innova-
tive approaches to meet com-
munity needs,” said City Man-
ager Mark Jinks in a statement. 
“Although we’re far from the 
point of any specific negotia-
tions or design specifications, 
we’re pleased to be exploring Some medics oppose 

new hybrid model
a medic will 
have to decide 

if they can handle 
a situation or need 
more help. ... and 
that means either 
another ambulance 
or a fire truck or an 
ems supervisor. so 
there’s a potential 
delay in care.” 

- michael Kohrt
president-elect, 

alexandria professional 
medics association

Officials: firefighter/medics  
will improve speed, service 

File Photo 

The Alexandria Fire Department recently began implementation of a plan to cross-train paramedics as 
firefighters to improve delivery of care. But a group of medics argue the move of some medics from ambu-
lances to fire apparatuses will do just the opposite.
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The time to sell is now. Let me put my 27 years of experience to work for you!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Beautifully  
updated home 
just 1 block from 
the river and  
Lee St. Park in 
the desirable 
southeast quad-
rant of town! 
 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
3 fireplaces, over 2400 
sq. ft. of living space. 
Quality finishes with 
attention to detail. 
Dental moldings,  
wainscoting & hard-
wood floors. Renovated 
gourmet kitchen and 
baths. Lovely fenced 
garden with patio.

Old TOwn
$1,190,000 $1,599,000

Chapel hill

Price, Location and Convenience, this charming 
 semi-detached townhouse has it all! 

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, fireplace, 1,342 sq. ft. on 2 levels, garage 
parking (1 space). Updated kitchen with granite & SS appliances. 

Master suite with private bath, wood floors on both levels,  
abundant closet space, attic with PDS and fenced patio.

Old TOwn/waTergaTe
$599,000

Renovated with open floor plan and gorgeous new 
kitchen just blocks from the river, shops & restaurants. 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,137 sq. ft. on 2 levels, garage parking (1 space). 
Living room with fireplace,  built-ins and French doors to patio. 

Gourmet kitchen, Master suite with updated bath,  
wood floors on main level. 

Coming Soon
Old TOwn/waTergaTe rOsemOnT

Coming Soon

Classic 1920’s center hall colonial just a few blocks 
 from the King St. Metro, shops & restaurants!
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, over 2400 sq. ft. of living space on 3 lev-
els. Living room with fireplace and adjacent den. Formal dining 
room and kitchen with access to a large deck and fenced yard. 

Lower level family room with full bath and storage. 

Coming Soon

Old TOwn

Historic residence 
circa 1815 in a 
fabulous location 
2 blocks from the 
river and steps to 
King St.!
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
3 fireplaces and 4-5 off 
street parking spaces. 
Over 4600 sq. ft. of liv-
ing space with original 
architectural features. 
Two story glass gazebo 
provides views of the 
spacious brick walled 
garden and patio.

Spacious custom home in serene setting on half  
  an acre just steps from Chinquapin Park. 

7 bedrooms, 5.5 plus .5 baths, over 6500 sq. ft. of living space with a 3  
car garage. Designed for entertaining and casual living with soaring ceil-
ings, impressive 3 story stone fireplace in living room, grand dining room, 

spacious gourmet kitchen, fabulous Owner’s suite...the list goes on!
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the weeKly Briefing

King Street trolley to celebrate five millionth 
rider next week at market Square

ACpS launches new mobile app for families

Jack taylor toyota donates van to Friends of 
Guest House

 The Alexandria Transit 
Company announced this week 
it is only a week away from car-
rying 5 million riders on the 
King Street Trolley, and will 
celebrate the milestone by giv-
ing the 5 millionth rider a num-
ber of gifts.
 The 5 millionth rider is 
expected to board a trolley on 
Wednesday, September 9, be-
tween the hours of 9 and 11:30 
a.m., according to transit of-

ficials. Mayor Bill Euille and 
DASH board chairman Paul 
Abramson will be among the 
city, DASH and Visit Alexan-
dria officials waiting at Mar-
ket Square to congratulate the 
lucky customer.
 “It could be you,” said 
DASH general manager Sandy 
Modell in a statement. “So, 
come aboard the King Street 
Trolley on September 9 and join 
in the celebration of the success 

of the King Street Trolley and 
this milestone.”
 The trolley has been in 
operation since 2008, with 
the first clean diesel hybrid 
electric bus entering service 
in April 2012. It transports 
around 2,500 riders a day be-
tween the King Street Metro 
station and the Potomac Riv-
er waterfront, with stops all 
along King Street.

- Chris Teale

 Alexandria City Public 
Schools officials announced 
last week the launch of a 
new mobile app to help fami-
lies stay connected to their 
schools.
 The app includes infor-
mation such as lunch menus, 
calendar events, news and 
other resources to help their 
children succeed in school. It 
also features a tip line for us-
ers to report a variety of issues 
including bullying, fighting, 

threats or vandalism. The tip 
line can also be used for giv-
ing compliments, and submis-
sions can be anonymous.
 Through the new app, 
students and families can ac-
cess Blackboard Learn and 
PowerSchool, two resources 
with information about the 
student’s learning experience 
such as grades, attendance, 
test results, assignments and 
projects. Families also can 
access their child’s meal ac-

counts from the app to add 
money for breakfast and 
lunch purchases, with menus 
featured for every school.
 The app can be downloaded 
through the Apple App store 
for iPhones and iPads and 
through the Google Play store 
for Android devices by search-
ing for “Alexandria City Public 
Schools.” There is also a web 
version for those without a 
smartphone.

- Chris Teale

 Last week, Alexandria-
based Jack Taylor Toyota con-
tinued its community outreach 
as it donated a new Sienna van 
to city nonprofit Friends of 
Guest House.
 Friends of Guest House 
helps female nonviolent ex-
offenders re-enter the com-
munity after serving time in 
Northern Virginia county 
jails. The donation came after 
they made a fundraising video 
in June asking for a new van 
to take residents to job inter-
views, new jobs, doctor’s ap-
pointments and the like.
 They had received finan-
cial donations, and sent the 
video to Jack Taylor himself, 
who called immediately and 
offered his assistance. Guest 

House gave the dealership 
the funds they had raised so 
far — about $5,000 — and 
a trade in, after which Jack 
Taylor Toyota presented the 
organization with a new 
Toyota Sienna adorned with 
Guest House graphics.

Guest House executive di-
rector Kari Galloway took de-
livery of the new van, accom-
panied by residents Tammy 
Harry, Monica Moore, Melanie 
Ibrahim, Deanna Bounds and 
April Puckett.

- Times staff
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May’s Theme: XXXX

(Send us a pic of XXXXXXXXXX)
Send us your photo to win  

XXXX XXXX XXXXXXX
POLICE BEAT

The following incidents occurred between April 1 and April 8.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

4 BURGLARIES AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS3

29 THEFTS 5 DRUG 
CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

16 ASSAULTS

1 SEXUAL 
OFFENSE5 VEHICLE

THEFTS 2 ROBBERIES

CRIME
Inmates honored for educational achievements

Police see record decline in holiday traffic deaths

 Alexandria Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne and deputies con-
gratulated inmates at the city 
jail last week for their success-
ful completion of a variety of 
educational programs at the 
William G. Truesdale Adult 
Detention Center.
 Six inmates became the first 
to complete the new Thinking 
for a Change program, designed 
to prepare inmates for reentry 
into the community upon their 
release.
 The program stresses con-
cepts like cognitive restructur-
ing, improving social skills 
and learning problem-solving 
techniques. Among those who 
completed the program were 
Eric Buckner, Richard Butler, 
Robert Jones, Rasheed Tate, 
Ryan Wright and an inmate 
who asked not to be identified.
 Jail officials also honored 
five inmates who completed 

the ServSafe Food Protection 
Manager Certification program, 
intended to prepare inmates for 
strong candidates for restaurant 
and food service jobs upon their 
release.

 Inmate Joseph Medina also 
was awarded a certificate mark-
ing the successful completion 
of his GED exam.

- Erich Wagner

Virginia State Police reported 
Monday that the state saw the 
lowest number of traffic-related 
deaths during the Thanksgiv-

ing weekend in more than two 
decades.
 From Wednesday of last 
week through Sunday night, 

only five people were killed 
on commonwealth roads, a de-
crease from 12 over the same 
period in 2013, with none occur-

COURTESY PHOTO   
Inmates at the William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center prepare to 
receive certificates marking their completion of a variety of education-
al programs last week, from the new Thinking for a Change program, 
aimed at preparing inmates for reentry into the community, to GED 
and food-services certifications..

TimesIn Your

WINNING PHOTO
The Alexandria Times Photo Contest

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

Congratulations to  
Instagram user michellem_107,  

for winning April’s Photo Contest!

Send your XXXX XXXXXX photos to:

Sponsored By:

August Contest WInner 
Running photo submitted 
by Joy Craven

Send your Lost photos to:

Congratulations to the August photo contest 
 winner — Alex Anastasia — who submitted 
this image of ducks escaping aquatically 
from his dogs and won 4 gift certificates 
to Alexandria’s great new venue — Escape 

Room Live.

crime

police seek suspects in Dunkin Donuts robbery

police arrest four in weekend DWI enforcement

 The Alexandria Po-
lice Department said 
it is seeking two men 
who robbed the Dunkin 
Donuts store in the Fox-
chase Shopping Center 
along the 4600 block of 
Duke St. on August 13.
 At 9:45 p.m., the men 
entered the store and 
brandished silver hand-
guns, before taking cash 
from the register and fleeing the 
scene. There were no injuries.
 The suspects were both 
described as black males, be-

tween 5 feet 9 inches and 6 feet 
tall, in their 30s. One was last 
seen wearing a white sleeveless 
shirt, a white T-shirt around 

his neck, jeans and a red 
baseball cap. 
 The other suspect 
was last seen wearing a 
black T-shirt and jeans, 
with a white T-shirt tied 
around his head and 
dreadlocks of medium 
length. The suspects 
then left in a medium 
or dark-colored sedan.
 Police ask anyone 

with information about this in-
cident to call Detective Chris-
topher Perry at 703-746-6191.

- Chris Teale

 Officers arrested four peo-
ple for allegedly driving while 
intoxicated as part of a mobile 
enforcement effort carried out 
by the Alexandria Police De-
partment over the weekend.
 In conjunction with other 
departments in Northern Vir-
ginia, the effort was carried 
out between 8 p.m. August 29 
and 4 p.m. August 30. Motor-
ists were stopped and checked 

to assure that their abilities to 
drive had not been impaired by 
alcohol or drugs.
 In addition to the four DWI 
arrests, police issued 40 sum-
monses for other traffic of-
fenses, while an additional 
three criminal arrests were 
made. Six Alexandria officers 
participated in the enforce-
ment effort.
 The maximum penalty in 

Virginia for the first DWI con-
viction is a year in jail, a $2,500 
fine and a 12-month suspen-
sion of driving privileges. In 
addition, there are mandatory 
jail terms associated with the 
offenses, depending upon the 
blood alcohol content of the 
driver. Virginia Department of 
Motor Vehicles administrative 
fees may apply as well.

- Chris Teale

police Beat
The following incidents occurred between August 26 and September 2.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

11 bURGLARies AGGRAvAted 
AssAULts2

32 thefts 10 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

22 AssAULts

4 seXUAL 
OffeNses6 vehiCLe

thefts 5 RObbeRies

September’s Theme:  
Get Lost!

Send us a photo with this theme to win
a $50 gift certificate to Lost in Company.

300 King st., Alexandria, VA 22314 · 703-386-0248

Sponsored by
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Burke’s got the answer with Convenient Checking!
With our Convenient Checking Account, there’s no minimum balance or monthly fee. 
Plus, you’ll enjoy free ATMs nationwide, free online banking, and more. For even more 
convenience, download our new Mobile Apps - including one for iPad®.

Visit your neighborhood branch today! • 703-684-1655 • burkeandherbertbank.com

Hey, Mr. Burke!
I love free ATMs!

How about every 
ATM in America 

for free?

 

ACTING CLASS 

www.creativeactslearningcenter.com

 

creative Acts learning center 
Pursue your Passions 

 SEPT 15 - NOV 3 6-8PM 
 18 years and older 
 $240 
 Register online 

 

Enroll Today! 

202.810.3816 

gines have a full crew of four 
people, which is safer. Now, 
some of them only have three.”
 Since the transition be-
gan, 38 people have begun the 
cross-training process: 26 fire-
fighter/EMTs, who already are 
trained in basic life support, 
and 12 dedicated paramed-
ics. Station 207 is the first in 
the city under the new model, 
which debuted in July.
 The local branch of the In-
ternational Association of Fire 
Fighters, which also represents 

the city’s medics, endorsed the 
plan in a statement last month, 
under the conditions that no 
dedicated paramedic is forced 
to switch, switches require ad-
ditional compensation and that 
no one is fired for refusing to 
enroll in cross-training.
 But the move doesn’t sit well 
with the Alexandria Profes-
sional Medics Association. The 
group said the change, which 
requires reducing the number 
of ALS-capable paramedics in 
ambulances from two to one, 
actually could hurt service.
 “A medic will have to de-

cide if they can handle a situ-
ation or need more help,” said 
Michael Kohrt, president-elect 
of the group. “But if a patient 
has trouble breathing or is not 
breathing anymore, it can be 
very difficult for one paramedic 
to do everything that needs to 
be done — from clearing the 
airway or inserting an IV — so 
they’ll have to call for help and 
get another medic.
 “And that means either an-
other ambulance or a fire truck 
or an EMS supervisor. So there’s 

medics  FROM | 1

File Photo
Members of the Alexandria Professional Medics Association fear the move toward cross-training medics 
as firefighters means those who do not want to become firefighters will be forced out of the department. 
But Fire Chief Robert Dubé said he is looking at new promotional opportunities for those who choose to 
remain dedicated paramedics.

SEE medics | 9
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partnership opportunities with 
Arlington that could benefit ev-
eryone involved.”
 Earlier this year, city offi-
cials were given pause when a 
study of their proposal to build 
a new Olympic-sized pool at 
Chinquapin Park Recreation 

Center came in at $30.7 mil-
lion, well over the $20 million 
initially budgeted for the proj-
ect. And Arlington put its own 
plans for a pool at Long Bridge 
Park on hold in 2013 after bids 
for the project similarly came in 
over budget.
 A 50-meter pool is the stan-
dard in competitive swimming 

all the way up to the Olympics, 
but with the capacity issues that 
plague the city’s aquatics facili-
ties, a full-sized pool would not 
be used for only competition 
but also a wide variety of rec-
reational uses to accommodate 
more residents.
 “It’s one of those things 
where we’ve taken to calling 

it a 50-meter multi-use pool,” 
said Advocates for Alexandria 
Aquatics chairman Bill Riv-
ers. “It’s to allow us to have, in 
effect, 20 to 25 more lanes for 
people to swim in or for our 
scuba people to train in or [for] 
water polo. You could do water 
aerobics for seniors at one end; 
you could do lap swimming 
and recreational swimming. We 
even have people who want to do 
kayak training at Chinquapin.”
 The only indoor pool open in 
the city is at Chinquapin, 
with outdoor pools 
open in Old Town 
and at the Charles 
Houston Recreation 
Center. The War-
wick Pool at 3301 
Landover St. is closed 
this summer, with a new 
one set to be built and open next 
year. City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg said a strategy for aquatics 
is something the city has wres-
tled with for years.
 “We’ve been struggling with 
how we tackle pools in general,” 
he said. “We have some that are 
aging, some in good shape and 
just need maintenance, others 
that could be in good shape if 
they had a little more extensive 
maintenance and repair.”
 Smedberg said any joint ven-
ture must be examined in great 
detail by both sides before any 
final decision is made, especially 
to ensure that Alexandria resi-
dents get value for their money. 
He lamented the city’s announce-
ment of the proposal, coming 
as it did on August 13, fearing it 
perhaps gave residents the wrong 
impression of how far along talks 
are about any joint effort.
 “I want to make sure that, 
before anything goes forward, 
we’re clear in mind as to how 
we see it, how Arlington sees 
it, and what are the expecta-
tions,” Smedberg said. “There 
are a lot of details that have to 
be worked out. I think there are 
a lot of questions, and I don’t 
want to certainly sacrifice any-
thing from our perspective as it 
relates to pools for our residents 
that would have to be pushed off 
because we’re spending money 
on this joint project. That’s not to 
say it isn’t worth exploring, but I 

just think it has to be balanced 
and in the context of an overall 
aquatics plan for the city.”
 Rivers, too, said he is uncon-
vinced by the proposal, espe-
cially if it involves Alexandria 
taxes subsidizing a pool at Long 
Bridge. He said that if there can 
be a way to ensure the relation-
ship is as balanced and fair as 
possible, perhaps even expand-
ing it to all recreation facilities, 
it could work well.
 “Our thinking was, we want-

ed more reciprocity, more 
of an equal footing 

where maybe they 
would invest in the 
Alexandria 50-me-
ter pool or what-

ever,” Rivers said. 
“Work with Arlington, 

like the library systems. 
Why not have Arlington and 
Alexandria recognize resident 
passes — we can use their aquat-
ics facilities, they can use ours 
— and even expand it to all rec-
reation facilities.
 “We have [the Kelley Cares] 
Miracle Field [at the Nannie J. 
Lee Recreation Center] that Ar-
lington doesn’t have that is used 
for special needs kids. It would 
be great to have them come over 
and use it, and similarly maybe 
we could use some of their new 
facilities in Long Bridge.”
 To muddy the waters further, 
a proposal came forward in July 
from the Northern Virginia Parks 
Authority for alterations to Cam-
eron Run Regional Park, which 
the authority operates. Under its 
plan, the authority would extend 
its lease and look to acquire the 
historic “Murray’s Livery” prop-
erty at 517 Prince St. to preserve 
it with the profits from the park.
 The authority proposed re-
moving the Great Waves Wa-
terpark and replacing it with 
a 50-meter pool, but Rivers is 
hopeful that a compromise could 
be found that would involve both 
facilities, especially as it would 
cost approximately $13 million 
to install an Olympic pool at 
the site. It presents another in-
teresting scenario for city lead-
ers, who have plenty to consider 
and will have even more on their 
minds following feedback from 
the fall needs assessment survey.

aquatics  FROM | 1

JohnMarshallBank.com
M e m b e r

Business Banking Made Easy
You know us. We know you. Our Old Town team  

brings a friendly and helpful flair to your business  

banking needs throughout Alexandria. Stop by our 

newest branch and let us show you why so many  

others have made John Marshall Bank their bank.  

We make business banking easy.   

640 Franklin Street  
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-289-5950 

Ted Johnson, Erik Dorn, Shannon Catlett, Charlie Collum, Pam De Candio and Kerry Donley
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Robert’s books Fit Fuel will 
be available for purchase 
and autograph during the 
event. 100% of the proceeds 
from the book sale will goto 
support the USO

ROBERT IRVINE
MEET

SEPTEMBER 4TH 
10AM–NOON

GRAND OPENING
SEPTEMBER 4 • CORNER OF ROUTE 1 & EAST GLEBE RD.



8 | September 3, 2015 ALeXANDrIA tImeS

let’s eat
 For more than three decades, 
Jean Francois Chaufour and his 
family have been creating spe-
cial culinary memories for a 
multigenerational audience with 
Le Refuge at 127 N. Washington 
St. With the eatery’s exquisite 
French cuisine and delightful at-
mosphere, it is sure to be a din-
ing experience to remember.
 As summer winds down, Le 
Refuge’s substantial fan base 
gravitates towards the crabs, while 
among the favorite summer menu 
delights are the hearts of palm sal-
ad with a light vinaigrette dress-
ing, the trout sauteed with lemon 
juice, butter, almonds and mush-
rooms and the sea scallops sau-
teed with garlic, tomatoes, parsley 
and Pernod. Meanwhile, the cold-
weather menu can’t come soon 

enough for fans of the venison, 
the cassoulet and hearty split pea 
soup, which all return among oth-
ers. The French onion soup with 
its Swiss cheese topping is always 
perfect in any season.
 Also in high demand are the 
two fixed-price menus that have 
been a tradition at Le Refuge for 
many years. One is available at 
lunch and the three main course 
options include Rainbow trout al-
mondine, calf’s liver with onions 
and chicken dijonnaise. Do not 
forget to save room for the des-
serts, including the Peach Melba, 
the chocolate mousse cake or the 
cream caramel. 
 Similarly, the “Pre and Post-
Theater” three-course menu is on 
offer on non-holiday Mondays for 
$28.95 as well as Tuesday through 

Thursday from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
and from 9 to 10 p.m. The evening 
menu has the same entrees as the 
special lunch menu, with the ad-
dition of the roasted rack of lamb 
with garlic sauce. 
 In just one visit, it is easy to 
see why Le Refuge is rated so 
highly among locals and tour-
ists alike. Make a visit into the 
small enclave of French cuisine 
on North Washington Street, and 
see for yourself why it is so con-
sistently popular.

Open Mondays through Saturdays 
for lunch 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 

dinner 5:30 to 10 p.m.  
Call 703-548-4661 or go to  

www.lerefugealexandria.com  
for more information.

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria times

A fixture of French cuisine at Le Refuge

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

Sweet and
Savory Crepes,
Steak Frties,

Mussels,
Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
Night

French Movie night ~  
everY thUrSDAY at 7pm

119 South royal St., Alexandria, vA 22314 
tel: 703-535-8151  |  www.Fontainecaffe.com

Join US  
For Dinner &

Alexandria Location: 808 N. Henry St. Alexandria, VA 
26 Craft Beers on Tap

We proudly support the Lost Dog & Cat Rescue Foundation

 Gourmet Pizza,  
    Deli-Style Sandwiches 
      and an Extensive  
       Craft Beer Selection
      Do gooD  

by Dining  
with us!

Hours: Mon–Saturday 11am–11pm; Sunday 11am–10pm
www.lostdogcafe.com/alexandria • 571-970-6511

Southern Immersion Cuisine 
Restaurant / Bar & Lounge

Now opeN iN the heart of old towN

F e at u r i n g  C o C k ta i l H o u r  a n d  d i n n e r
Magnolia’s on King • 703 King St, alexandria, Va

(703) 838-9090 • www.magnoliasonking.com

Patio seating now oPen

Introducing Early Bird  
Steak and Frites:
Sun - Thurs, 5 pm - 6:30 pm
Enjoy a 3 Course Dinner of  
Caesar Salad, Steak of the day  
and Fresh Cut Fries, Vanilla 
Panna Cotta ~ $25 per person

703.836.5126    www.huntingcreeksteak.com
1106 King Street, Old Town, Alexandria 

To feature your store in

Let’s Eat
Contact Alexandria Times at 

703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com 

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Call for catering.

ROyAL
thAi

ROyAL
thAi

801 N. fairfax st. • 703.535.6622 
1-3 blocks from Holiday Inn, Crowne Plaza,

Sheraton, Best Western  •  8 blocks from King St
www.RoyalThaiSushi.com
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a potential delay in care.”
 But Dubé pointed to data 
showing that in 45 percent of 
medical emergencies in the city 
in 2013, a fire unit arrives first at 
the scene.
 “Both [ambulances and fire 
units] go to the call anyway, 
and they always have,” he said. 
“So if a fire engine gets there 
first, it’s better to have one ALS 
medic there than none.”
 Although Kohrt acknowl-
edged that occasionally fire 
units arrive at the scene of an 
emergency before an ambu-
lance because medics are gen-
erally busier, he said in another 
common scenario, the engine 
arrives first for purely logisti-
cal reasons.
 “Whenever I go with the 
engine, they leave the station 
in front of me and then I fol-
low them,” he said. “Engines 
are bigger, louder and they 
have an easier time clearing 
traffic. So by virtue of me ar-
riving behind them, they’ll ar-
rive before I do.”
 Kohrt said his group’s other 
major concern is a fear that 
dedicated medics eventually 

will be forced out of or encour-
aged to leave the department. 
He said the transition means 
the only promotion opportu-
nity outside of step raises for 
medics, who are considered 
civilians — the EMS supervi-
sor position — will be phased 
out in favor of sworn EMS 
captains, who must be cross-
trained firefighter/medics.
 “One thing that will hap-
pen if the chief’s plan moves 
forward is there will be no 
more civilian medics hired 
and everyone will be weeded 
out: transition to firefighters 
or leave by retiring or going 
someplace else,” Kohrt said. 
“They said they won’t force us 
out or to transition, but by not 
supporting us, by not hiring 
more of us or affording pro-
motional opportunities, that’s 
what they’re doing.”
 But Dubé countered that 
becoming a sworn firefight-
er/medic actually provides a 
much better career ladder for 
medics. Instead of only hav-
ing the EMS supervisor posi-
tion, one automatically gets 
an effective 20 percent pay 
increase, better benefits, and 
it opens up five levels of su-

pervisory positions.
 “So while they only had one 
promotion chance before, now 
they have five,” he said. “And I 
want to reiterate that we’re not 
forcing anybody to switch, and 
we’re actually looking at other 
career opportunities to provide 
to those who want to stay civil-
ian medics.”
 Dubé said he will convene 
a work group starting next 
month to look at a number of 
options for new supervisory 
positions for civilian medics. 
Kohrt said members of his 
group are excited to take part 
in those discussions and noted 
department leaders have been 
very responsive to the group’s 
concerns. But he said there 
simply is a philosophical dif-
ference in opinion about how 
best to provide service.
 “Our problem with the mod-
el change isn’t their responsive-
ness to asking questions or our 
finding problems; it’s that we 
don’t think it’s a change for the 
better,” he said. “It’s been an 
award-winning EMS system 
for years and years and years. 
We shouldn’t change to be like 
other people — other people 
should be like us.”

644 S. Pickett Street Alexandria, VA 22304  |  703-504-6954 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Sundays 12:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. |  marcopolorugs.com        

Here is where we gladly  

unroll the red carpet for you!

Our Warehouse now open to the Public!

RetiRement 
Sale

78%
Abdullah, Owner

off the suggested 
retail prices

Marco Polo Oriental Rugs
Fine Hand-Made Rugs

UP 
TO

Half Price Burgers all month
(1 burger per teacher, with valid id, not in conjunction with any other offers)

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 703.519.0055 • www.FostersGrille.com 
Independently Owned & Operated | Valid at this location only

Foster’s is welcoming teachers Back to School 
for the month of September 

Get$50

844-685-7462 
dom.com/appliancerecycling

For a free pickup from JACO Environmental

Dominion Virginia Power contracts with JACO Environmental, an appliance recycler, 
to pick up and recycle the units. Size and other restrictions apply. Please visit 
dom.com/appliancerecycling or call JACO Environmental at 844-685-7462.

Getting Rid of Your Old 
Fridge Couldn’t be Easier.
We’ll pick up and recycle your old working refrigerator 
or freezer for free and you’ll get $50.
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a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria times

ne of the many wonder-
ful delights of summer is 
hanging out in the back-
yard relaxing, hosting 

a cook out and playing with the 
kids and dog. These are the things 
summer memories are made of — 
unless, of course, the yard has be-
come a haven for mosquitoes.
 Nothing ruins a lovely time 
outside quite like a swarm of those 
pesky insects that can carry dis-
eases and have a bite that itches 
intensely. The usual solutions for 
avoiding mosquito bites consist of 
fleeing inside or saturating every-
one with bug spray. Those days are 
over: Mosquito Joe is here to erad-
icate the pests and give everyone 
their outdoor fun in the last hazy 
days of summer.
 Mosquito Joe of the National 
Capital Region is Alexandria’s 
premier provider of mosquito 
control, owned and operated by 

Ron Gaskill. For his entire life, 
Gaskill has been concerned with 
pest control. He grew up in a 
farming community, and knows 
that when left unchecked, pests 
can ruin a crop or greatly dimin-
ish its value.
 “We had orchards, and ever 
since I can remember, my family 
had to be concerned that the fruit 
wasn’t destroyed by bugs,” Gas-
kill said. “Owning Mosquito Joe’s 
is a natural career progression for 
me. I wanted to offer pest control 
with a natural product that is safe 
for people and pets.”
 In fact, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has done a risk as-
sessment on all of Mosquito Joe’s 
products, which are derived from 
African chrysanthemums, and the 
products do not rise to a level of 
concern for the agency.
 At Mosquito Joe’s, they rec-
ognize that it is virtually impos-

sible to get rid of every single 
mosquito, but they can elimi-
nate about 95 percent of the 
pests. Yet Mosquito Joe’s state-
certified team is so confident 
that customers will be pleased 
with the results of the treatment 
that Gaskill offers a 100 percent 
satisfaction guarantee.
 Consider maximizing your 
time outdoors as the summer 
wanes. No one likes a mosquito 
bite. Have Mosquito Joe rid your 
yard and garden of mosquitoes 
and other pests with a natural treat-
ment that is not harmful to you or 
your pets. With frost still months 
away, the mosquitoes still have 
plenty of time to repopulate if you 
let them go unchecked.

Interested in a free quote  
or want to know more?  

Call 202-750-5730 or go to www.
nationalcapital.mosquitojoe.com.

Enjoy the summer bite-free 
with Mosquito Joe

O

Hope you’re enjoying 
your outside this  
Labor Day weekend!  
Thanks to you, we are too.

Let’s make your yard a mosquito-free zone.

	 • All natural options.  
• 100% guaranteed.  
• No contracts required.

ramsey Homes, robinson 
terminal North top 
officials’ agendas
By chris teale

    The height of election season 
is approaching, but Alexandria 
city councilors have a full agen-
da as they prepare to reconvene 
at City Hall September 8.
 All five incumbent city coun-
cilors are running for re-election 
November 3, with Vice Mayor 
Allison Silberberg running unop-
posed as the Democratic Party’s 
nominee for mayor. Mayor Bill 
Euille is considering a write-in 

campaign after losing the pri-
mary to Silberberg in June.
 A busy fall is a certain-
ty with looming debates on 
Ramsey Homes, Robinson Ter-
minal North, Eisenhower West 
and other development issues. 
One item sure to generate ro-
bust debate is a discussion on 
the references to the Confed-
eracy around Alexandria, after 
Euille instructed city staff to 
compile a list of all references 
and displays of the flag.
 “It can potentially be con-
troversial, but it also could be 
refreshing and educational at 

the same time,” Euille said. 
“The list the staff put together 
is mind-boggling in terms of 
names associated, particularly 
with streets. One would never 
have guessed the number of 
street names that were somehow 
tied into names of military folks 
who fought in the Confederate 
Army and so forth.”
 The issue of the Alexandria 
Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority’s Ramsey Homes 
property at 699 N. Patrick St. 
is sure to dominate discussion 
early this fall, as the proposal 
to redevelop the homes into a 

52-unit mixed-use community 
comes under scrutiny. With 
the historical significance 
of the homes, used in World 
War II to house black defense 
workers, and their ongoing 
utility as affordable housing, 
city councilors know it is a 
contentious issue.
 “It’s the kind of situation 
where it would be nice if there 
was some compromise, but I 
think a big obstacle for me is 
figuring out just how expensive 
it would be to modify and re-
habilitate those homes to make 
them ADA-compliant and meet 

modern standards, just what 
that cost would be,” said City 
Councilor Tim Lovain. “That’s 
a big obstacle in my mind for 
trying to preserve them, but 
I’m really interested in hearing 
more of the information and ar-
guments on it.”
 “A lot of folks have set up 
the issue as affordable housing 
versus preservation, and I think 
it’s in our best interests as a city 
to get away from that because 
then we start talking about what 
is the important thing, what is 

SEE city council | 11

 City councilors prepare for  
  busy fall legislative period

To feature your business in   

Shop Around  
the Corner

Call Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001. 
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not,” said City Councilor John 
Chapman. “There are so many 
pieces and parts of our history 
that are important. We don’t 
want to minimize or overplay 
any of those, but we also do need 
to deal with current realities, and 
the current reality is we have a 
housing crisis in this region.”
 Another issue sure to gener-
ate controversy is the redevel-
opment of Robinson Terminal 
North. Plans have gone through 
various iterations for the for-
mer warehouse, and councilors 
say they are hopeful of further 
progress.
 “I think everyone, both sup-
porters and opponents of the 
plan, want to see us achieve the 
vision, and a lot of that vision is 
requiring some significant pri-
vate partnership to make some 
of these things happen,” said 

City Councilor Justin Wilson. 
“Negotiating that is an impor-
tant part of this process to make 
sure we have the kind of ameni-
ties on the waterfront, the public 
accessibility, that both sides re-
ally wanted to see out of this.”
 Also in the pipeline for city 
councilors is their annual bud-
get retreat, slated for November 
ahead of the fiscal 2017 budget 
process. With the city facing 
a number of capital and infra-
structure needs, it is seen as a 
crucial period of time for city 
councilors.
 “From my perspective, de-
clining funding sources from 
the federal government and the 
state obviously has changed a lot 
of things; funding formulas have 
changed, [and] more and more 
they’re expecting local jurisdic-
tions to pick up the tab on a lot of 
these things,” said City Council-
or Paul Smedberg. “That’s really 

to forced us to examine what we 
do, how we do it and why we do 
it, which is good.”
 With the West End still 
abuzz after the U.S. Transpor-
tation Security Administration 
chose to relocate to the Vic-
tory Center at 5001 Eisenhower 
Ave., timing could not be better 
as city councilors are set to re-
view a report on development in 
Eisenhower West as well as the 
Oakville Triangle. That, com-
bined with the ongoing discus-
sion about Landmark, excites 
city councilors, who see a real 
opportunity for positive growth 
in the West End.
 “Having TSA at Victory 
Center kick-starts Eisenhower 
West in a way that I don’t think 
we ever anticipated,” Wilson 
said. “If you believe the anal-
ysis, had Victory Center not 
won this bid for TSA, they may 
have knocked down that build-

ing and started over again. So 
this is big, it’s very big, and I 
think it will cause a lot of dom-
inoes to start falling in a posi-
tive way in Eisenhower West 
in making that plan work and 
come to fruition. In the end, 
the council’s decision to move 
forward with that plan when 
we did two years ago was a 
very good one and ultimately 
is panning out in a big way.”
 “We’re really hopeful [of 
what] that’s going to bring; 
it’s really a plus for us, really a 
coup,” said City Councilor Del 
Pepper. “I think we’re going to 
have some really exciting things 
happening there, I think the only 
concern that I have at this time 
is we’ll undoubtedly need to put 
a school there and I want to be 
sure that’s part of the plan. With 
a few new developments there 
at Pickett and Van Dorn and all 
around, things are coming to life 

in a way that is very exciting. As 
I like to say, the West End will 
rise again.”
 In addition to those projects, 
the Potomac Yard Environ-
mental Impact Study process 
is scheduled to finish its final 
phase, while discussions will 
continue on the redevelopment 
of Patrick Henry Elementary 
School and Recreation Center 
in addition to a proposed com-
muter ferry service from the 
waterfront.
 Silberberg will be similarly 
busy, although she declined 
to comment in detail because 
she is recovering from surgery 
following an Achilles tendon 
injury she sustained while play-
ing tennis in her hometown of 
Dallas. Silberberg’s surgery 
was Monday, and she said she 
expects to make a full recovery 
and is looking forward to the 
upcoming legislative session.

Stop by the Georgetown SunTrust Branch on  
Wednesday, September 9, 2015 for your chance 
to win. 

Come enjoy refreshments from 9 a.m. − 2 p.m.  
plus plenty of prizes, food and fun.

2929 M Street, NW
Washington, DC  20007
202–831–5220 

Join SunTrust and you could win up to $1,000 
at our Grand Opening celebration!

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. OPEN TO INDIVIDUAL LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE 50 UNITED STATES (D.C.) 18 YEARS AND OLDER. 
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Sweepstakes ends on day of event or whenever all Instant prizes have been distributed, whichever is the earlier of the two (2) occurrences. Only one (1) attempt per person.
See a SunTrust representative for a copy of the Official Rules. Official Rules, prize descriptions and odds disclosure will be available on site during the day of event.  
Sponsor: SunTrust Banks, Inc., 303 Peachtree St. NE, Atlanta, GA 30303.

SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC. ©2015 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust and How can we help you shine? are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.

city council FROM | 10



12 | September 3, 2015 ALeXANDrIA tImeS

Neighbors voice concerns 
over Old Colony Inn changes 
in heated community meeting 
By chris teale 

 As the redevelopment of 
North Old Town gathers pace, 
the Old Colony Inn next to the 
George Washington Memorial 
Parkway has become something 
of a battleground for neighbors 
as they fight against the hotel’s 
expansion.
 Currently a Best Western, 
managing partners Rebecca 
Pelino and Stephen Bannister 
of CIA Colony Inn LLC have 
proposed adding two additional 
stories to the two-story building 
and open a 40-seat restaurant 
with a 20-seat meeting area that 
can be incorporated into a gen-
eral eating space of 60 seats. The 
expansion would increase the 
number of rooms available from 
49 to 104, without increasing the 
69-spot parking lot.
 The pair are also looking at 
the possibility of another hotel 
brand — Hilton, Marriott and 
Choice, among others — taking 
over the property.
 The proposal went before the 
Board of Architectural Review 
for the second time Wednesday 
night for a work session after the 
Times’ print deadline. But at a 
community meeting Monday at 
the Old Colony Inn, neighbors 
voiced significant concerns with 
the current plans, even after mod-
ifications were made following 
previous community meetings 
and a BAR meeting in June.
 At the start of the Monday’s 
meeting, attended by around 40 
residents, development attorney 
Cathy Puskar said that in re-
sponse to some previous ques-
tions, the hotel’s loading bay 
would be moved from the back 
to the front of the building and 
at least partially obscured from 
view by a six-foot wooden fence, 
large evergreen trees and other 
landscaping.
 But some residents were 
skeptical of Puskar’s promise 
that there would be no more 
than five deliveries per day, 

while others wanted to limit the 
size of trucks passing through 
local streets on their way to the 
hotel, since the Parkway is un-
available for trucks. Puskar said 
she would look into and research 
their concerns.
 The proposed restaurant also 
came in for criticism, with some 
going as far as advocating it be 
scrapped altogether. The restau-
rant would have a frontage on 

Second Street, and Puskar said 
the eatery would be necessary 
in the event of a different hotel 
brand taking over the operations.
 “If you want a certain level of 
hotel like we want here, the ex-
pectation is you’ll have a restau-
rant,” she said. “Those higher-
end, elevated [hotel] brands have 
restaurants attached to them.”
 Puskar said the hotel would 
try to limit the restaurant’s hours 
to assuage residents’ concerns 
about noise and light pollu-
tion, suggesting that the location 
might stay open until midnight 
Thursdays through Saturdays 
but only until 11 p.m. Sundays 
through Wednesdays. She noted 
that the restaurant would bring 
the kind of activity envisioned in 
the North Old Town Small Area 
Plan, which is set to begin its re-
view process this fall.
 Later in the meeting, conver-
sation returned to the restaurant, 
and its use by residents as well 
as hotel guests. But it still was 
met with opposition, and Puskar 

Welcome Center
Now Open

3450 Gallows Road • Annandale, VA 22003
www.BrightviewWoodburn.com

Please call for more information.
703-462-9998

✔ A lifestyle characterized by choice, opportunity and personalized care, 
focusing on possibilities rather than limitations

✔ A full calendar of SPICE Programs addresses all dimensions of wellness – 
Spiritual, Physical, Intellectual, Cultural and Emotional

✔ Compassionate and highly-trained associates

✔ Health care professionals, including doctors and physical therapists, will 
hold office hours within the community reducing the transportation burden

✔ Plus, our specially designed Wellspring Village® neighborhood, where we 
are able to create joy for residents and their families despite the challenges 
people living with dementia face

Area’s Newest Retirement Community 
Opening Spring 2016

Highly Respected Company Serving Families for 15 Years 

North Old Town hotel expansion 
comes under scrutiny

SEE hotel | 13

we thought 
the restaurant 

would be useful 
as a community 
amenity. after 
meeting and 
listening to you  
all, perhaps we 
were wrong.” 

– cathy puskar
development attorney
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said it was something they would 
have to revisit.
 “We thought the restaurant 
would be useful as a community 
amenity,” she said. “After meet-
ing and listening to you all, per-
haps we were wrong.”
 The recently-concluded tra- 
ffic and parking study also 
came under scrutiny, with Mike 
Workosky of Tysons Corner-
based transportation consulting 
firm Wells & Associates pre-
senting the group’s findings after 
examining the use of on-street 
parking spaces and several high-
ly trafficked intersections near 
the hotel’s location.
 Workosky explained the 
methodology the firm used to 
draw its conclusions, based on city 
guidelines, counting the number 
of cars passing through intersec-
tions on a random day and then 
extrapolating their findings to 
take into account the expansion 
of the hotel’s available rooms.
 The firm found that during 
peak hours, based on a 100-per-
cent occupancy rate of the ho-
tel and the rise of surrounding 
redevelopments like the for-
mer Giant at 530 First St., the 
expanded hotel would add 30 

extra car trips between those 
going north and south. The firm 
did not include any Slaters Lane 
crossings in their investigation 
of nine intersections, but said 
that an “acceptable level of ser-
vice” was still found on the sur-
rounding roadways.
 Workosky and his col-
leagues found a total of 158 
available spaces on the streets 
around the hotel site, of which 
a maximum of 115 were occu-
pied at 10 p.m. on a weeknight 
and 116 at 10 p.m. on a Satur-
day evening, based on the com-
pany’s count of cars occupying 
on-street spaces each hour.

 Those findings drew the ire 
of some residents, who criticized 
the report’s findings — which 
they and city staff only had re-
ceived August 28  — arguing 
that the study should be delineat-
ed into a block-by-block analysis 
and take into account the differ-
ing character of certain streets. 
Puskar and Workosky said they 
would re-examine the data and 
provide additional clarifications, 
or even undertake a new study if 
necessary.
 The plan returned to the 
BAR on Wednesday for a work 
session, and likely will come be-
fore city council later this fall.
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with a picture light 
from 
The Lamplighter 

hotel  FROM | 12

Photo//ChRiS teAle
The Old Colony Inn in North Old Town is at the center of a dispute 
between developers and neighbors, who are fighting against the pro-
posal to expand the hotel — currently a Best Western — by two floors 
and add a 60-seat restaurant.



14 | September 3, 2015 ALeXANDrIA tImeS

 
JUNIOR OR SENIOR  

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
in the CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

VAN FLEET 2015  
$1,000 SCHOLARSHIP*

competition is about to begin!
The “Van Fleet for Alexandria Council” campaign  
is sponsoring a scholarship program open to all  

Junior or Senior High School Students (11th & 12th 
Grade) who are residents of the City of Alexandria. 

The program will enable participants to learn:
•	what	is	involved	in	running	for	office,	
•	 the	issues	currently	facing	Alexandria	City	government,	
•	 the	electoral	process,	and	
•	 the	importance	of	voting.	

Application requirements:
•	Participants	will	work	on	the	campaign	a	minimum	of	 

4	hours	a	week	from	September	18	–	October	25,	2015.
•	Each	student	will	write	a	4	page	essay	on	his/her	experience.	

More details will be provided at the required kickoff Ceremony 
	at	the	Chinquapin	Recreation	Center	at	3210	King	St.	on	 

Friday, September 18, 2015, from 6-8PM. 
A parent or guardian must accompany the  
Student to co-sign the application form. 

* the second & third place winners will each receive  
$500 scholarships for higher education.

dent heading into the new 
season, and players said they 
are under no illusions about 
the work required before their 
first game on September 19 at 
home against Paul VI.
 “It’s a little tough out here 
— the weather is getting a lit-
tle hotter for everyone — but 
it’s good to work hard out here 
and we’re putting in the work 
you need to put in to become 
a better team,” said senior of-
fensive lineman Joe Goff af-
ter a recent training session. 
“Coach Voulgaris has pushed 
us and I think it’s a lot about 
bonding together and coming 
together as a team and work-
ing as hard as we possibly can. 
Hopefully when it comes time 
for the games, we can go out 
there and push our hardest and 
do the best we can.”
 The delayed start to training 
compared to other programs 
is due to Episcopal’s unique 
nature as a boarding school; 
the facilities, dorm rooms and 
dining hall are not staffed un-

til relatively late in August. It 
leaves the football program 
with some catching up to do, 
but players said they hope to 
measure up against opponents 
who have been together since 
earlier in the summer.
 “We’ve got a long road 
ahead of us, but we’re work-
ing hard every single day and 
we’re trying to make the best 
of it,” said senior offensive 
lineman Jesse Meyler. “We go 
for our two-a-days as hard as 
we can. Our goal is to be the 
best-practiced team out there, 
and by practicing hard every 
single day we can make up 
anything.”
 “When we get out here, we 
try and work hard,” said se-
nior defensive lineman Tajah 
Gooden. “I think we work re-
ally hard as a team; we have 
a lot of team chemistry, so we 
make [the period of time with-
out practice] up by doing that, 
and by working hard every 
day.”
 Since Voulgaris took charge 

in 2012, the Maroon have seen 
their record improve each year, 
having gone 5-4 in 2013 and 
7-2 last season, only losing in 
2014 to eventual state finalists 
Bishop Ireton and Bullis.
 This year, Episcopal has a 
talented roster highlighted by 
Meyler and Goff, who already 
have committed to North-
western and the U.S. Naval 
Academy, respectively. And 
defensive backs Patrice Rene 
and Jonathan Sutherland both 
are uncommitted four-star 
recruits. Even with these po-
tential college stars, Voulgaris 
said he knows the team has to 
work hard on the practice field 
to keep up with a conference 
filled with similarly talented 
rosters.
 “I think we’ve got a pretty 
humble team, and these guys 
know that nothing’s going to 
be given to them,” Voulgaris 
said. “They have to earn ev-
erything. We have to be a good 

sports

Making up for lost time
talented episcopal football 
team look forward to 2015 
despite late start
By chris teale 

     

 With high school foot-
ball season almost underway 
across the region, some teams 
have had two or even three 
weeks to practice together, 
hone their skills and improve 
their conditioning.
 Not so for Episcopal High 
School’s players, who only be-

gan practicing together under 
head coach Panos Voulgaris 
on August 25. Episcopal’s 
path is complicated by com-
peting in the Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference, which is 
full of talented teams. In addi-
tion, the Maroon graduated 18 
seniors last year, 14 of which 
were starters.
 But on the back of a 7-2 re-
cord in 2014, finishing second 
in the IAC to Bullis School, 
Episcopal is feeling confi-

Photo/ChRiS teAle
Senior quarterback Henry Hay breaks through tackle bags in a drill during a recent Episcopal football practice. 
The Maroon has been in training since August 25 in preparation for the start of the season on September 19.

SEE maroon | 15
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    L

abor Day Sale

Tradition with a Twist

Friday, September 4th - 
Monday, September 7th

Nearly everything in the store is 
marked down and take an extra  
50% off  the lowest tagged price.  
After Labor Day, we’re introducing 
new vendors, so everything must go!
 Regular hours:

Friday and Monday 10am–6pm 
Saturday 10am–5pm
Sunday 12pm–5pm  

210 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  
703-299-0145   
www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com
«	Active duty and retired US Military take an 

additional 10% off every sale.

It’s your last chance 
to join us for a sale 
this HUGE!

practice team that works hard 
and keeps things in perspec-
tive and we know that we have 
to earn everything, every op-
portunity we get.”
 “We’re feeling like we’ve 
got a lot of potential but we 
need to put in a lot of work,” 
said senior running back and 
safety Eli Blair-May. “Coach 
reminds us every day we 
could be good, but we have to 
put in a lot of work to be the 
best we can be.”
 One of the biggest tests for 
Episcopal will come at home 
against Bullis on November 
17. Having finished No. 1 in 
the IAC two years in a row, 
the Bulldogs are loaded with 
strong players and present the 
strongest challenge in the Ma-
roon’s effort to win the con-
ference. But players refused 
to look too far ahead, espe-
cially with a number of tough 
games to come.
 “[Bullis is] a very talented 
and very good football team, 

maroon  FROM | 14 Photo/ChRiS teAle

Episcopal football players work 
on their quick feet and ball 
handling at a recent practice 
session at the Hummel Bowl. 
The Maroon finished 7-2 in 
2014, second in the IAC.

but our focus is on week one 
and getting ready for Paul 
VI,” said Voulgaris. “That’s 
where our focus is right now. 
That’s a good football team 
and that’s what we have to 

have in our minds. We can’t 
be looking five or six weeks 
down the road, we’ve got to 
take care of today.”
 “We don’t worry about 
[Bullis] too much,” said Rene. 

“We just take it day by day. As 
a team, we just focus on mak-
ing sure we get better our-
selves, and the rest is going to 
take care of itself. If we keep 
doing what we have to do — 

go hard at practice, listen to 
the coaches — I think we’ll be 
just fine. It’ll be a competitive 
game; we just need that little 
bit [extra]. This year’s going 
to be different.”
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Owen Wilson stars in 
surprisingly fun action flick 
By richard roeper

 Looks like they picked 
the wrong week to move to a 
fourth-world country.
 “No Escape” is an outland-
ish, sometimes brutally violent, 
exploitative, fast-paced white-
knuckler featuring your classic 
American everyman who sud-
denly develops action-hero skills 
when his family is placed in 
danger.
 When I say “white-knuck-
ler,” I mean that literally. “No 
Escape” takes place in an un-
named Asian country that 
resembles Cambodia (it was 
filmed in Thailand, but there’s 
no reference to any one nation). 
Soon after an American fam-
ily arrives, a bloody revolution 
breaks out, and hundreds of in-
nocent locals are murdered — 
but all of the focus and suspense 
is about those people from Texas 
and their desperate attempts to 
avoid a band of thugs who track 
them with the relentless fervor 
of mask-wearing killers in slash-
er movies. We don’t even learn 
the names of most of the Asians 
who are slaughtered throughout 
the movie while the American 
family hides and ducks and runs 
and plans an escape.
 And yet, there’s no denying 
director/co-writer John Erick 
Dowdle’s skill set for creating 
almost unbearably tense and 
quite twisted suspense pieces 
in which you’ll find yourself 
laughing at the sheer unapolo-
getic insanity of it all.
 Case in point: Owen Wil-
son’s Jack, Lake Bell’s Annie 
and their two young daugh-
ters Lucy (Sterling Jerins) 
and Beeze (Claire Geare) are 
seemingly trapped on a roof-
top where revolutionaries are 
systematically gunning down 
civilians — locals, Americans, 
Europeans, doesn’t matter.

 Jack says their only hope 
is to leap to a slightly lower 
rooftop, across the street from 
their building. Annie should go 
first, and then he’ll THROW 
his kids to her.
 In slow motion, as it turns out.
 So why has Jack dragged 
his family halfway across 
the world? As Jack explains 
to Pierce Brosnan’s booze-
soaked, crusty, Cockney-ac-
cented Hammond in a hotel 
bar, he invented a special kind 
of valve, but his company 
failed, and now he’s taken a 
job with a giant American con-
glomerate that will supposedly 
provide clean drinking water 
to millions of the locals here 
in Unnamed Fourth World 
Country Where People Eat 
Disgusting Food and Sing Ka-
raoke and Operate Weird Little 
Stores and Recklessly Drive 
Odd Vehicles.
 Brosnan’s a hoot playing a 
grizzled ex-pat who wears a 
tiger’s tooth around his neck, 
sports a variety of nasty scars 
and talks of once having had a 
family of his own. It’s as if his 
James Bond had been booted 
from the MI6 in favor of a guy 
who looks like Daniel Craig, 
and now he’s skulking about in 
the shadows as a gun for hire. It 
should come as a surprise to no 
one that when the bleep hits the 
fan, Hammond turns out to be 
more than just a drunken lech 
who’s in town for the hookers.
 The perpetually laid-back 
Wilson seems like an odd 
choice to play a husband and 
father who has to get his hands 
bloody in order to protect his 
family, but he actually gives 
one of his best performances. 
Jack is a loving husband and a 
tender father, but when backed 
into a corner, he will grab a 
rock or a handy piece of furni-
ture and cave your skull in.
 Lake Bell does strong work 
as a mother who is fiercely pro-

tective of her daughters, and 
though you know she wants 
to kill Jack herself for putting 
them in this situation (some-
how Jack had no idea half the 
country considered his corpo-
ration Enemy No. 1), she puts 
that aside and teams up with 
him to save their daughters. As 

Jack keeps saying, all they have 
to do is stay 10 steps ahead of 
the men trying to kill them.
 Spoiler alert: Fortunately 
for this family, these bad guys 
are like the bad guys in nearly 
every thriller of this kind. Just 
when they’re about to find you, 
they get called away to a more 

pressing matter. And when 
they DO finally find you, they 
cackle and taunt you and oth-
erwise drag things out, giving 
you just enough time to…
 Well. Just because a movie 
is called “No Escape” doesn’t 
mean there’s no possibility of 
an escape.

scene around town

Don’t run away from ‘No Escape’

PhotoS/the WeiNSteiN CoMPANY
Owen Wilson and Lake Bell (top) star in “No Escape,” which sees the pair and their two children caught in the 
middle of a brutal revolution while on vacation in Asia. Pierce Brosnan (above, left) also features as a British 
ex-pat called Hammond, who helps the pair escape with their children.
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www.bistrotroyal.com

bistrot Royal
hAppY hoUr

tuesday_Friday
5:30 - 7pm

1201 n. royal St., 
Alexandria, vA 22314

703.519.9110

Wine & Beer Specials
 Signature Cocktails

Happy Hour
Mon._ Fri.

5 _ 7 pm

Laughing Stock                       9/5 - 9/26

A play within a play! 
Laughing Stock gives 
audiences a backstage look 
at a ragtag troupe of actors 
as they attempt to stage 
three productions: Hamlet, 
Charley’s Aunt, and Dracula. 
This show is a hectic and 
hilarious testament to 
theaters everywhere. 

Coming soon

Visit:  www.thelittletheatre.com

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Grades
2 nd – 5 th

Looking for a fun camp for the last week of summer? 

 
 
 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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~ Boxer + Beagle ~
What a mix! Here’s Acorn, one year old  

and looking for fun. Acorn loves dogs, people  
and talking long walks.

Acorn needs a home without small kids;  
he’s still learning to share. For the right owner, he will 

reward you with a lifetime of love and silliness.

For Further inFo ABout our AdoptABle pets, 
pleAse visit alexandriaanimals.org or ring  

703-746-4774.  
thAnK You
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~ Happy Labor Day ~
It’s a Labor of Love for Acorn to welcome you to  
the Shelter. September is Adopt-a-Pet month  
and Alexandria’s Shelter is open most days for  

your visit to select your new best friend.

Cats, dogs, and rabbits are happily housed here,  
but they hope for homes of their own. Visit soon,  

and choose your own pet to lavish with love.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.ALExAnDRIAAnImALS.ORg 
OR PHOnE 703-746-4774.

THAnK YOU
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now to september 6

NEW FAMILY ART LAB AT  
THE APOTHECARY MUSEUM 
New this summer, guests can explore 
the Family Art Lab. The lab features a 
new activity every week that brings to-
gether history, science and art in a way 
all ages will enjoy. Lab-only admission is 
$5 per family.
Time: Sundays, 2 to 4 p.m. 
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or 
www.apothecarymuseum.org

september 6 
WALK WITH WASHINGTON 
Take a guided walking tour of locations 
in the heart of Old Town Alexandria 
associated with George Washington. 
Hear interesting vignettes about the 
commander in chief of the Continental 
Army and the first President.
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Ramsay House Visitor 
Center, 221 King St.
Information: danny_smith_rpe@
msn.com

september 8
 
FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR 
HIGHER EDUCATION Learn 
how to prepare to meet the costs of 
higher education at a special financial 
education workshop presented by 
the Foundation for Personal Financial 
Education. This workshop will teach 
you how to make educational savings 
plans work for you and your child. 
Admission is free.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or  
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

september 11

SPARK HEALTH AND FITNESS 
FESTIVAL “Make Your Health Hap-
pen” gives community members the 
opportunity to connect with the best 
health and wellness providers in value, 
service and skill.
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.

Information: 703-329-0181 or 
njbabka@sparkphysio.com

MOVIE NIGHT AT FOUR MILE 
RUN The Cora Kelly Center is co-
sponsoring with National Community 
Church its first annual Family Movie 
Night at the Conservatory Center on 
the Plaza. Participants will enjoy free 
popcorn, cotton candy, drinks and a 
screening of “Cool Runnings.”
Time: 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Cora Kelly Recreation 
Center, 25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: 703-746-5554 or ange-
la.redfearn@alexandriava.gov

COSI FAN TUTTE D.C. Public 
Opera performs Mozart’s comic 
masterpiece “Cosi fan tutte.” Inspired 
by Andy Warhol’s infamous parties 
at his New York studio, the Factory, 
the production is performed as a live 
installation at the Torpedo Factory.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: www.dcpublicopera.org

september 12

MUSIC FESTIVAL This event 
will celebrate the many historic and 
cultural treasures of the region’s past 
while embracing the new and exciting 
opportunities for the future. There will 
be live entertainment, local performers, 
children’s interactive games and crafts, 
food, face painting and various vendors.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Four Mile Run Park Commu-
nity Building, 4109 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-746-5465 or 
cisco.fabian@alexandriava.gov

FAMILY DIG DAY Help city archae-
ologists and students from the George 
Washington University field school 
screen excavate soil from a real dig on 
the grounds of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. Tickets cost 
$5 per person, reservations required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

AUTHORS’ BOOK SIGNING 
AND RECEPTION Learn more 
about an extraordinary local Civil War 
veteran, Lewis Cass White, and his 
compiled papers and memorabilia 
at an authors’ signing and reception 
for the book, “As I Remember.” The 
publication, by Joseph and Sharon 
Scopin, details White’s story and his 
collection, which was accidentally 
found by the authors while cleaning 
out an elderly relative’s basement.
Time: 2 to 5 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum &
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.
Information: 703-746-4848 or 
www.fortward.org

september 14

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which young people 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Regis-
tration is free, but space is limited to 
20 per class. 
Time: 3 to 7 p.m.

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

StrAIGHt Up
TIME FOR HAPPY HOUR

to Advertise your 

RestauRant oR BaR’s 

HAPPY HOUR
Contact the  

Alexandria times  
703-739-0001 or 

sales@alextimes.com

www.thelittletheatre.com
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By John Byrd 
 At what point does a gently 
used home become too tight 
to satisfy its occupants’ evolv-
ing needs?
 Local homeowners Michael 
and Kim Napolitano pondered 
this question recently, deciding 
to investigate options to add 
living space to their 33-year-old 
2,000-square-foot Colonial. 

 “When we moved in 12 
years ago, the kids were in grade 
school, Kim was working in an 
outside office and our home’s 
first floor plan supported all our 
daily requirements,” Michael 
Napolitano said.
 But around five years ago, 
all that started to change. Kim 
began working from home and 
set up an office in the base-

ment. The kids, now in high 
school, had a lot of visits from 
friends. Gradually, the couple 
noticed that their once perfectly 
tailored environment was no 
longer meeting everyday needs. 
 The front-to-back fam-
ily room on the west side of 
the house, for instance, now 
seemed disconnected from the 
action around the kitchen. The 

dining room was too small, not 
to mention the upstairs master 
bedroom with its limited closet 
space and tiny master bath.
 Moreover, the first floor — 
about 1,200 square feet in all 
— was positively crowded when 
the family was entertaining.
 So what’s a family to do? 
 “When we reviewed every-
one’s preferred improvements, 

the existing first floor was 
only about 400 feet short of a 
plan that would satisfy all cur-
rent use requirements,” said 
designer Suzanne Glatz. “The 
question was: Could a slightly 
expanded first level be recon-
figured to fulfill a pretty wide 
range of family needs?”

at home

SEE floor plan | 19

Reconfigure 
floor plans  
to maximize  
living space

Photo/DiMitRi GANAS 
The new floor plan to 
the Napolitano home 
called for an enclosed 
“bump out” off the 
home’s south-facing 
rear elevation. The 
added square foot-
age accommodates a 
family entertainment 
zone situated within 
a newly formed foot 
great room that incor-
porates the kitchen, 
an informal dining 
area and a computer 
workstation. Designer 
Susanne Glatz devel-
oped a “transitional” 
interior design style 
appropriate to existing 
furnishing and art.

 Upon first glance at this Bev-
erley Hills home, you’ll imme-
diately be struck by the tremen-
dous curb appeal that welcomes 
you. The handsome stacked 
stone details provide a beautiful 
backdrop for the lush lawn and 
plantings that create this award-
winning landscaping.
 Once inside, you’ll see this 
home is ideal for entertaining. 
The living areas connect in a 
manner that provides perfect 
flow for parties. The elegant 
formal dining room leads to a 

spacious deck for more casual 
gatherings, and the high-end 
chef’s kitchen makes it easy to 
create delicious meals.
 The main-level master suite 
is secluded from the living ar-
eas, providing privacy while 
maintaining the convenience 
of being on the first floor. This 
suite includes a large bath and 
organized closets.
 The guest spaces have won-
derful touches such as built-in 
cabinetry and an updated bath-
room, while there’s even a roof 

deck to enjoy starry nights.
 Don’t worry about hav-
ing to spend money on the 
various systems in this well 
maintained home. Among 
other updates, the furnace, 
in-ground sprinkler system 
and whole-house generator 
all were replaced in 2014.
 The shops of Shirlington, 
restaurants of Del Ray, local 
parks and other amenities are 
all conveniently nearby, mak-
ing this home’s location tough to 
beat.

home of the weeK

At a Glance:
Location:  3200 Cameron Mills Road,  
Alexandria, VA 22302
price: $824,000
Square Footage: 2,064 square feet 
Year built: 1940

bedrooms: 3
bathrooms: 2.5
parking: 2-car garage
Contact: Elizabeth Lucchesi,  
McEnearney Associates,  
703.868.5676, www.lizluke.com

beautiful home makes 
entertaining a breeze

PhotoS/tRuPlACe

Award-winning landscaping (top) greets you. Chefs of all skill levels 
will love this kitchen (above).
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Glatz, a top designer at Fos-
ter Remodeling Solutions in 
Lorton, was hired by the Na-
politanos last year to develop 
and supervise a budget-sensi-
tive makeover. Trained as both 
a space planner and an interior 
designer, her forte is finding 
creative ways to add critical 
square footage to older homes.
 “Suzanne invited us to 
think about the floor plan dif-
ferently,” Michael Napolitano 
said. “Once you recognize that 
you don’t have to live in confor-
mity with the original builder’s 
room-assignment template, you 
see possibilities.”
 The first consideration: 
how best to repurpose the 
12-by-35-foot family room. 
 “The front part of the fam-
ily room — which segues from 

the front foyer — was the logi-
cal spot for Kim’s new office,” 
Michael Napolitano said. “But 
I hadn’t considered re-utilizing 
the back half as part of a master 
bedroom suite until Suzanne 
came up with a plan.” 
 As this alternate proposal 
became more compelling, Glatz 
sketched out a blueprint for a 
360-square-foot “bump-out” 
extending from the home’s 
south-facing rear elevation. 
 One hundred sixty square 
feet of the newly enclosed 
space would be an open fam-
ily entertainment zone within 
a 500-square-foot L-shaped 
great room that would fully 
incorporate the kitchen, break-
fast room and a new computer 
work station.
 The remaining square foot-
age would extend the former 
family room, which would 
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now be converted into a first 
level master bedroom suite 
complete with a 58-square-
foot walk-in closet, and a 
190-square-foot luxury bath. 
 The new first level interior 
design scheme — a collabora-
tion between Glatz and Kim 
Napolitano — explores tran-
sitional-style interior design 

sensibilities. 
 Wide-plank provincial hick-
ory flooring unifies the great 
room, new office and master 
suite, lending a tonal and tex-
tural effect that works well with 
existing furniture. 
 The tawny gold wall color-
ing in the great room, dining 
room and office in combina-

tion with white ceiling like-
wise confers warmth.
 By contrast, the master bath 
unfolds in a restful taupe that 
nicely complements the wood-
grain porcelain flooring, silt-
stone counter tops and white 
jacuzzi. It offers a perfect set-
ting for few blissful moments 
all to one’s self.

PhotoS/DiMitRi GANAS 
Kim Napolitano’s new office is balanced, comfortable and bathed in nat-
ural light. Situated to the right off the front foyer, it is within a convenient 
stride to the kitchen and other family gathering areas. The underutilized 
front-facing living room has been converted into a formal dining room 
110 square feet larger than its predecessor. The makeover makes enter-
taining much easier, said Michael Napolitano.
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Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

 Summer is a fun time of 
year. With time off, the kids 
home from school and family 
vacations, your dog likely be-
came used to having someone 
home with them during days 
that were less structured and 
more relaxed. But the season is 
coming to an end.
 While they have enjoyed a 
lot of family time and new ad-
ventures, the fall is returning 
and that means daily routines 
will be restored. In a way, your 
dog has to be ready to head 
“back to school” too. Here 
is some “homework” to help 
smooth the transition.
	 •	Make	room	in	the	sched-
ule for morning exercise: Days 
once filled with outdoor play, 
activities and attention now 
will be more solitary and less 
exciting. Start the day by get-
ting out some of your dog’s 
energy with a walk, romp in 
the yard or a game of fetch — 
even just 15 minutes will help 
let your dog know you still 
care and ensure they are less 
likely to be destructive while 
you are gone.

	 •	 Avoid	 anxiety	 when	 you	
leave for the day: Mornings 
can be hectic and rushed as 
the family prepares to leave 
for work or school. 
Help your dog ad-
just by not making 
a big deal about 
leaving, maybe 
even faking them 
out every once in a 
while so they won’t 
know when you are 
really leaving and 
can relax while you 
are getting ready.     
 You can also give them an 
old T-shirt or something else 
with a familiar scent to calm 
them. Leave something that 
keeps them busy, such as a Kong 
with frozen peanut butter or an 
interactive treat puzzle toy. Re-
main calm when you return 
home as well.
	 •	 Review	 basic	 obedience	
training: The return to rou-
tine, like a daily evening walk, 
offers a great chance to run 
through the basics with your 
dog. Grab some small but 
tasty treats and see how well 

your dog remembers the “Sit,” 
“Down,” “Stay” and “Come” 
commands. Don’t worry if 
they are a little rusty — with 

some practice, it 
will come right 
back to them. And 
this dedicated time 
together will help 
you continue the 
bond developed 
over the summer.
	 	 •	 Find	new	ways	
to play and learn: 
Look into day 
boarding, classes, 

dog sports or a dog gym — 
something new for your pup 
to enjoy that can be added into 
the fall schedule. The D.C. area 
offers a variety of classes in-
cluding agility, fly ball, dock 
diving, herding, freestyle and 
more. These are great ways to 
engage them both physically 
and mentally.
 Be sure to think about your 
four-legged friend and help 
them adjust to the new rou-
tines that September brings. 
This will help avoid confusion, 
anxiety and depression. 
 If they do exhibit signs 
like chewing, extensive bark-
ing and whining, or going to 
the bathroom in the house, re-
member that these issues are 
better managed with structure 
and patience than with pun-
ishment. But a little proactive 
“back to school” planning 
helps ensure that you have a 
happy pup, ready for fall.

The writer is the co-owner of 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 

gym in the Eisenhower Valley.

Getting your dog ready for    
 ‘back to school’

pet matters

Kaylee is a sweet girl who 
would love nothing more 
than to cuddle in your lap 
and nap in the sunshine.   
If you want a dear girl who 
will make your home a  
better place, look no further. 
Email us for more information.   
We are open this Saturday 
and Sunday; 1:30 pm 
to 4:30 pm.

Kissable Kaylee! 

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Alexandrians love their Pets. 
Advertise your business or service for pets in  

the Alexandria Times. 
Call 703-739-0001 today!
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Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

september 15

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first of 
two sessions in which adults can learn 
how to give initial help to someone show-
ing signs of a mental illness or mental 
health crisis. Registration is free, but 
space is limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

september 16

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The 
second of two sessions in which young 
people can learn how to give initial 
help to someone showing signs of a 
mental illness or mental health crisis. 
Registration is free, but space is lim-
ited to 20 per class. 
Time: 3 to 7 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

WHAT IS A HEALTHY FOREST? 
Joe Marx discusses what a healthy 
mid-Atlantic forest might look like, 
whether pre-settlement forests were in 
fact healthy and what chance such a 
forest would have in our era of invasive 
aliens and global warming.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Norma Hoffman Visitor 
Center, Huntley Meadows Park, 3701 
Lockheed Blvd.
Information: 703-768-2525

AN ORDINARY HERO Join civil 
rights activist Joan Mulholland and 
author Mike O’Brien for a screen-
ing of the documentary “An Ordinary 
Hero” followed by a Q&A session. The 
documentary focuses on Mullhol-
land’s experiences in the civil rights 
movement and at the Woolworth Sit-in. 
Event is free.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or  
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

september 17

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which adults can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
but space is limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

MEDICAL HEROISM DURING 
THE CIVIL WAR Inspired by the PBS 
mini-series “Mercy Street,” Thomas 
Schultz discusses hospital workers in 
Alexandria and the medical and social 

struggles they encountered.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum,  
201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

september 19-20

KING STREET ART FESTIVAL 
The 13th annual outdoor art festival 
featuring multiple art vendors with 
over 6 blocks of artwork by more than 
200 artists from the U.S. and abroad.
Time: Saturday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Location: King Street from Union to 
Washington streets
Information: 561-746-6615 or 
www.artfestival.com

september 19

CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER 
WORKSHOP Is a family member or 
friend taking care of a loved one? Would 
you like to offer help but are unsure what 
to do? Please join Dr. Beverly Faragasso, 
an experienced caregiver, as she helps 
you to figure out how to support a care-
giver in your life.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or 
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

SCOTTISH HERITAGE WEEKEND 
Enjoy some Scottish fun, Outlander-
style. Listen to discussions of dress, 
highland dance and Celtic music, 
including pipes and drums. Advance 
reservations required.
Time: Saturday 10 a.m.to 2:15 p.m., 
Sunday 11 a.m.
Location: Carlyle House Historic Park, 
121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997 or www.
carlylehouse.org

september 19

CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER 
WORKSHOP Is a family member 
or friend taking care of a loved one? 
Would you like to offer help but are 
unsure what to do? Please join Dr. Bev-
erly Faragasso, an experienced caregiv-
er, as she helps you to figure out how 
to support a caregiver in your life.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

september 22

HOMESCHOOL DAY:  
FIREFIGHTING TECHNOLOGY 
See how fire-fighting technology has 
evolved and test the scientific concepts 
behind how the historic equipment 
worked. Features the 1851 Suction 
Engine. Limited space available. 
Designed for family groups, recom-
mended for ages 6 and up.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse Mu-
seum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: www.shop.alexandriava.
gov

september 23

FORGET PERFECT Join ADHD 
coach Abigail Wurf as she shares her 
methods for living a successful life if 
you have ADHD or just feel like you do. 
Admission is free.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or  
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

september 26

HISTORIC HOMES TOUR  
For the 74th annual Historic Alexandria 
Homes Tour, the public can step inside 
and get a glimpse of six gorgeous homes 
and gardens in Old Town Alexandria, all 
within walking distance of one another. 
Tickets are $35 each in advance.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: 703-823-1273 or  
www.thetwig.org/homes-tour

SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE MU-
SEUM DAY LIVE! In the spirit of the 
Smithsonian museums, which offer free 
admission every day, Museum Day Live! 
is an annual event hosted by Smithson-
ian Magazine in which participating 
museums across the country open their 
doors to anyone presenting a Museum 
Day Live! ticket for free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

september 27

NORTHERN ALEXANDRIA NA-
TIVE PLANT SALE The largest na-
tive plant sale in the D.C. metropolitan 
area hosts 15 vendors from four states 
selling native perennials, shrubs and 
trees for sun or shade.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: The Church of St. Clement, 
1701 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 571-232-0375 or  
www.northernalexandrianativeplant-
sale.org

PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON Hear President 
James Madison discuss events as they 
unfolded in his time in honor of the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812. Public 
questions and opinions related to the sa-
lon topics are welcome and encouraged.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 

september 29
UCM BENEFIT NIGHT All are wel-
come to enjoy an evening at Port City 
Brewing Company, where a percent-
age of sales will be donated to benefit 
UCM’s “Heart To Heart” campaign 
to help neighbors in need. Tours and 
tastings are available, plus the regular 
menu and the food truck. No advance 
reservations or tickets required.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Port City Brewing Company, 
3950 Wheeler Ave
Information: www.ucmagency.org/
events/benefit-night-at-port-city-brew-
ing-company-sept-29

turning back time 

this week in 2006: 
Dangerously delicious delights at eamonn’s - 
“Eve’s little brother finally has a place of his own; it may not have 
three and a half stars (yet), but it does have Irish soda (the sweet 
acidity of a club rock shandy is not to be missed) and, as soon 
as the ABC license comes through, there will be an upstairs bar 
with an impeccable pedigree and an old-world cool-cat vibe.”

Ultimate revenge: Commuter blows up an  
old nemesis - “On Monday at just after 12:30 a.m., Dan Rue-
fly got the ultimate revenge on the old Woodrow Wilson Bridge as 
he and his daughter pushed the plunger to blow it up.”

Security issues prompt new Jones point park 
designs - “Nearly five years after the first environmental as-
sessment draft was set to be released and more than a year after 
the Alexandria City Council ratified the same alternative for the 
third time, the National Park Service (NPS) has released the lat-
est draft of the environmental assessment for Jones Point Park 
(JPP). The park is being redesigned because of the construction 
of the new Woodrow Wilson Bridge.”

calendar      FROM | 17



22 | September 3, 2015 ALeXANDrIA tImeS

our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson It is expensive to build an indoor swimming facil-
ity anchored by a 50-meter pool. The City of Alexandria 
and Arlington County both found this out the hard way in 
recent years. The localities have seen estimates to build 
aquatic centers containing Olympic-sized pools skyrocket 
beyond their budgets during feasibility studies conducted 
by Hughes Group Architects.
 Alexandrians were shocked in March when Hughes in-
creased its estimate to build a 50-meter pool at the site of 
the current Chinquapin Park pool to almost $31 million, an 
increase of around 50 percent over a November 2014 pro-
jection. Arlington had previously received similar sticker 
shock from the same architectural firm when it explored 
building a 50-meter pool at Long Bridge Park.
 With both localities facing budget-busting project costs 
coupled with increasing aquatic demand, it’s not surprising 
that a joint facility is under consideration. On face value, 
this seems like a promising solution.
 Neither Alexandria nor Arlington currently has a public 
50-meter pool, so adding such a facility to be shared be-
tween the two jurisdictions would be better than the status 
quo. But ultimately, the key issues are not only cost, but 
also location and access. And it’s far from certain that ques-
tions around all three issues can be adequately answered.
 For starters, will Arlington or Alexandria really pony 
up millions of dollars to build a facility in the other ju-
risdiction? What process would be used to determine 
which locality gets the pool? If the pool is built at Long 
Bridge, will that meet the needs of Alexandria swim-
mers — many of whom will likely lack transportation 
to Arlington — and, similarly, will a pool at Chinquapin 
meet Arlingtonians’ needs?
 The question of access also must be resolved. Alexan-
drians would need concrete assurances that a Long Bridge 
facility would be as open to them as it would be to Arling-
ton residents. Conversely, if a shared pool were built here, 
Alexandrians would have to accept that at times Alexandria 
swimmers or groups may be turned away from a pool filled 
with Arlington residents. Is that acceptable?
 And, of course, there’s the thorny budget issue. Al-
though the facility would be used for all waterborne ac-
tivities, it would most benefit competitive swimmers. That 
must be  balanced with demand for upgrades to community 
pools throughout the city. 
 Spending money on aquatics also must be considered in 
the context of the larger budget. Unless tax rates rise exor-
bitantly, city spending really is a zero-sum exercise. A proj-
ect like this, which most people would consider optional 
when compared to paying police officers, building schools 
and fixing potholes in streets, has to be placed into that 
broader context. And that’s before considering the financial 
impact of building a Metro station at Potomac Yard.
 The idea of a shared 50-meter pool between Alexan-
dria and Arlington is worth exploring. But let’s not rent the 
backhoe and plan the dig just yet.

A tale of swimmers 
in two cities

your Views

City borrowing has made good sense
To the editor:
 I would like to add some 
thoughts to the ongoing dis-
cussions about the city’s debt. 
 First, the City of Alexan-
dria did much less borrow-
ing in the 1970s, 1980s and 
1990s and, as a result, they 
barely built anything. As of 
2000, Alexandria hadn’t built 
a new school in 30 years and 
hadn’t built a new fire station 
in more than 40 years. Alex-
andria didn’t invest much in 
libraries, recreational cen-
ters, transportation improve-
ments, or its sewer system. 
 Alexandria faced a huge 
infrastructure deficit that of-
ficials have been working to 
overcome ever since. That 
has required increased bor-
rowing, but, as City Council-
or Justin Wilson’s recent let-
ter (“Clearing the air on debt 

policy,” August 6) pointed 
out, Alexandria’s debt is still 
less than that of our neigh-
bors and within our conser-
vative borrowing guidelines. 
 Just like at the federal and 
state levels, local govern-
ment investment in needed 
infrastructure is one of the 
wisest investments those 
governments can make, and 
borrowing is a necessary and 
appropriate way to help pay 
for that investment.
 As the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities stated 
earlier this year: “There are 
sound reasons that states and 
localities borrow to pay for 
infrastructure, rather than 
use annual tax collections 
and other revenues. 
 “Public buildings, roads 
and bridges are used for de-
cades but entail large upfront 

costs; borrowing enables them 
to spread out those costs. As a 
result, taxpayers who will use 
the infrastructure in the future 
help pay for it, which promotes 
intergenerational equity.” 
 It is totally reasonable to 
ask future residents of Alex-
andria to help pay for these 
investments. There are many 
examples of governments tak-
ing borrowing too far and bur-
dening future generations with 
too much. But we are far from 
that point here in Alexandria.
 Instead, we are embarked 
on a prudent capital invest-
ment program that is both re-
ducing our infrastructure defi-
cit and improving the quality 
of life for current and future 
residents of Alexandria.

- City Councilor Tim Lovain
Alexandria



WWW.ALeXtImeS.COm    September 3, 2015 | 23 

                  Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

To the editor:
 On September 12, the Alex-
andria City Council will hear an 
appeal filed by the Alexandria 
Redevelopment and Housing Au-
thority regarding the Parker-Gray 
Board of Architectural Review’s 
unanimous denial of its request 
to demolish the Ramsey Homes, 
located along the 600 block of N. 
Patrick St.
 One of the many arguments 
upon which council must de-
cide is whether retention of the 
Ramsey Homes “promote[s] the 
general welfare by maintaining 
and increasing real estate values, 
generating business, creating 
new positions...” ARHA argues 
the Ramsey Homes are “not of 
such significance that they merit 
individual study.” This argument, 
however, lacks basis in truth, and 
numerous studies have in fact 
proven the opposite.
 Property values in historic dis-
tricts are protected by an assur-
ance that other nearby properties 
will maintain their historic char-
acter and never be demolished, as 
a way to limit negative externali-
ties. Demolition of the Ramsey 
Homes, which are specifically 
noted as a contributing resource 
to the Uptown/Parker-Gray Na-
tional Register Historic District 
listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places, not only would 
chip away at the foundation of the 

Parker-Gray Historic District but 
also would impact real estate val-
ues for other properties within 
and near the historic district.
 Numerous studies have found 
a direct, positive impact on home 
values in close proximity of a 
historic building, as well as for 
homes located within a historic 
district. In particular, a 2011 study 
by researchers at VU University 
in Amsterdam found home values 
within 50 meters — approximate-
ly 165 feet — of a historic build-
ing, including historic homes, are 
0.28 percent higher than proper-
ties outside this radius. Addition-
ally, the study found home values 
for houses within a historic pro-
tected area carry a 26.4 percent 
premium over properties outside 
the jurisdiction.
 Similarly, preservation and 
rehabilitation also have a dem-
onstrated positive impact on the 
local economy, namely in the 
form of new jobs and increased 
revenue. A study by the Massa-
chusetts Historical Commission 
demonstrated that for every mil-
lion dollars spent on preserv-
ing historic buildings, 34 more 
jobs and $53,000 more dollars of 
household income are generated 
than the same million dollars on 
new construction.
 If city council overturns the 

To the editor:
 I am writing in response to 
the letter in the Times’ August 
20 edition asking “[w]hat is it 
about Euille’s candidacy that so 
concerns the vice mayor’s sup-
porters?” (“Arguments against 
Euille’s write-in campaign don’t 
hold water”).
 First, I am upset by the fre-
netic pace of the construction 
of townhouses on nearly every 
open green spot in Alexandria. 
I bank at Wells Fargo on Wash-

ington and Princess streets. The 
Euille administration permitted 
the building of five townhouses 
on Princess and Columbus streets 
that cut the bank’s parking lot by 
more than half and induces illegal 
parking on visits to the bank.
 Second, the Euille administra-
tion permitted townhouse building 
at Wilkes and Columbus streets, 
eliminating my granddaughter’s 
favorite hotdog building.
 
 

Demolishing the ramsey Homes 
will hurt property values

euille’s administration has chipped 
at Alexandria’s historic feel

 The summer is coming to an end and 
the start of school is right around the cor-
ner. The Alexandria City Public Schools 
facilities department has been work-
ing all summer to ready the schools; the 
curriculum team has been strengthening 
programs and leadership teams have been 
hard at work implementing our new stra-
tegic plan. Teachers have been working 
in the schools for the last two weeks to 
familiarize themselves with their students 
and new staff. 
 But, before we start, it is also 
healthy to take a moment for a 
little bit of celebration.
 Last summer, Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley worked 
on strengthening the core cur-
riculum, building professional 
development and recruiting top 
talent. The direct result of that 
work was seen in this year’s 
Standards of Learning test results, show-
ing consistent growth across four core 
areas. After just one year as permanent 
superintendent, it is a strong indicator 
that the work Dr. Crawley did last sum-
mer with his staff inspired them to pro-
duce their best. 
 Crawley and his team set a goal that 
schools try to accomplish an average of 5 to 
7 percentage point increases in the core ar-
eas. Instead many schools showed double-
digit growth in multiple areas.
 An example that we are all excited to 
share is Jefferson-Houston School. Under 
the leadership of principal Christopher 
Phillips, the school has seen growth in 
double digits in all core areas and came 
a hair away from achieving the bench-
marks. But what’s more incredible from 
the state perspective is that they met two 
years’ worth of goals out of the three set 
for them last fall. There is also good news 
all round to celebrate:
•	 John	Adams	saw	incredible	growth	in	

English and a 9 percentage-point in-
crease in mathematics.

•	 Charles	 Barrett	 knocked	 it	 out	 of	 the	
park in four core areas, bringing all of 
them close to the 90th percentile. 

•	 Patrick	 Henry	 is	 expected	 to	 receive	
full accreditation and seems unstop-
pable with large percentage-point in-

creases across all areas.
•	 Cora	Kelly	has	solid	growth	in	all	areas,	

and went from 77 percent to 86 percent 
passing in history. 

•	 Lyles-Crouch	 has	 scores	 in	 the	 80s	
and 90s and is now at a 98 percent 
pass rate in history. 

•	 MacArthur	now	has	almost	all	scores	in	
the 80s. 

•	 George	Mason	and	Maury	hold	steady	
with strong scores in the 70s, 80s and 90s. 

•		Mount	Vernon	moves	read-
ing 3 percentage points, 
while math holds steady. 

•	 James	Polk	 saw	 significant	
growth in reading, taking 
most of their core areas into 
and above the upper 60s. 

•	 Ramsay	 saw	 an	 average	 of	
around 9-percentage point 
growth in three areas and 28 
percentage points in science.

•	Samuel	Tucker’s	growth	cements	 them	
in the top percentiles. 

•	 Francis	 Hammond	Middle	 School	 did	
awesome in history, and saw growth in 
all other areas, especially science by 15 
percentage points. 

•	 George	Washington	Middle	School	saw	
a steady growth of around 6 percentage 
points on average.

•	 T.C.	Williams	 saw	 firm	growth	 across	
the core areas, with a 6-percentage point 
increase in math, bringing it above the 
state benchmark. It is expecting to be 
fully accredited this year. 

 The one thing about education is that we 
celebrate the successes for a very short time. 
Educators are always looking forward to the 
next stage of the work. So what about this 
coming year? Dr. Crawley and his staff are 
working tirelessly to continue growth in spe-
cial education, English language learners and 
professional development. Our new hires in 
the schools and central office come with rich 
experience that can only benefit the division. 
 While we have our work still cut out 
for us, it never hurts to take a moment to 
celebrate our achievements. The first day 
of school is nearly here and ACPS is ready 
for another great year. 
.  

The writer is the chairwoman of the 
Alexandria City School Board.

Summer brings us  
 the results of our work

Karen Graf

SEE euille | 24

SEE ramsey | 24
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To the editor:
 Virginia is now known 
as the state where murder is 
broadcast on live TV. 
 A disgruntled former sta-
tion employee shot and killed 
reporter Alison Parker, 24, 
and her cameraman, Adam 
Ward, 27, in Moneta. Smith 
Mountain Lake Regional 
Chamber of Commerce Di-
rector Vicki Gardner is re-
covering after being shot in 
the back. 
 We extend our sincerest 
sympathy to the families 
and friends of Ward, Parker 
and Gardner, but thoughts 
and prayers are not enough. 
We need to take action. 
 Moms Demand Action 

for Gun Sense in America 
is a grassroots movement of 
American mothers fighting 
for public safety measures that 
respect the Second Amend-
ment and protect people from 
gun violence. We campaign 
for new and stronger solutions 
to lax gun laws and loopholes 
that jeopardize the safety of our 
children and families.
 It’s not just for moms; 
anyone can join. 
 Moms Demand Action 
supports the Second Amend-
ment but we believe com-
mon-sense solutions can help 
decrease the escalating epi-
demic of gun violence that 
kills too many of our chil-
dren and loved ones every 

day — when they are going 
to the places we all frequent: 
church, the movies and work. 
 Gun violence kills 88 
Americans every day in-
cluding seven children. We 
can be better than this. For 
the families of Parker and 
Ward, for Charleston, Chat-
tanooga and Lafayette, there 
is more we can do to prevent 
senseless gun violence. 
 We are doing great work 
right here in Alexandria. If 
you are interested, you can 
join at www.momsdeman-
daction.org or follow us on 
Facebook or Twitter at @
MomsDemand.

- Gail Gordon Donegan
Alexandria 

To the editor:
 The City of Alexandria 
has a long and rich history 
of historic preservation. 
Beginning with the creation 
of Old Town’s Old and His-
toric District, and continu-
ing with the establishment 
of the Parker-Gray district, 
our community has decided 
it is worth saving historical 
structures and landmarks.
 Subsequently, private citi-
zens incur significant expenses 
due to the resulting restrictions 
that prevent the demolition 
of structures and regulations 
prohibiting the use of modern 
building materials. Further-
more, complete demolition and 
building anew is, more often 
than not, an option that is pre-
cluded from private property 
owners. 
 Government agencies 
should be held to the same 
standards. The Parker-Gray 

Board of Architectural Re-
view recently denied the 
Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority’s re-
quest to demolish the historic 
Ramsey Homes, located on 
the 600 block of N. Patrick 
St. ARHA is appealing that 

decision to city council on 
September 12. 
 ARHA argues these build-
ings are neither historically 
significant nor financially fea-
sible to rehabilitate. Built at 
the onset of World War II, the 
homes were first used as hous-
ing for African-American war 
workers. Following the war, 
the homes were transformed 
into public housing and are 
one of the few remaining ex-
amples of early public hous-
ing in both Alexandria and the 
United States.
 Although Alexandria is for-
tunate to have homes and struc-
tures that date to the founding 
of our country, buildings such 
as Ramsey Homes, which 
were built nearly 75 years ago, 
should not be considered any 
less historic. 
  ARHA’s contention that 
it is not financially viable 
to refurbish these buildings 

is based on organizational 
decisions and priorities, not 
feasibility. Ramsey reha-
bilitation could be paired 
easily with the development 
of another ARHA property, 
thereby allowing the de-
velopment of an additional 
property on the condition 
that Ramsey be preserved 
and rehabilitated. 
 Private citizens would not 
be permitted to demolish his-
toric structures due to finan-
cial constraints or their own 
opinions about the historical 
significance of a structure. If 
that were the case, much of Old 
Town could be quickly demol-
ished for modern condomini-
ums. Therefore, council should 
hold ARHA to the same stan-
dards and ensure the history 
of Ramsey Homes is protected 
and the buildings preserved.

- Glen Roe
Alexandria

We have to stop gun violence

Hold ArHA to the same standards as private residents
arha’s 
contention 

that it is not 
financially 
viable to 
refurbish these 
buildings is 
based on 
organizational 
decisions and 
priorities, not 
feasibility.”

we 
extend 

our sincerest 
sympathy to 
the families 
and friends 
of ward, 
parker and 
gardner, but 
thoughts and 
prayers are 
not enough. 
we need to 
take action.”

  
 Third, the Euille adminis-
tration permitted the building 
of 22 townhomes in the 1300 
block of Wilkes Street, which, 
in part, induced me to sell my 
home in the 1200 block of Wil-
kes Street.
 Clearly, this frenetic and 
not well-thought out pace of 
building has disrupted my life.
 I have resided in the D.C. 
area since 1967 and moved to 
Alexandria in 1988 because 
of its attractive Federal style 
of architecture. The Euille ad-
ministration is destroying the 
allure of Alexandria by per-
mitting the building of New 
York Warehouse-style build-
ings along U.S. Route 1 near 
Madison and Montgomery 
streets. This ruins the Federal 
character, charm and appeal of 
Alexandria.
 I leave the debate on Al-
exandria’s rising debt of $530 
million — and for what proj-
ects — to others more knowl-
edgeable of the facts.
 These are some of the rea-
sons I support Allison Silber-
berg for mayor, and Repub-
licans Townsend “Van” Van 
Fleet, Monique Miles, Bob 
Wood and Fernando Torrez for 
city council to stop the carnage 
and plunder of Alexandria’s 
character, beauty, appeal and 
resources.
 It is time for new blood to 
lead Alexandria in the 21st 
century.

- Herve Aitken
Alexandria

email comments, rants & raves to  
letters@alextimes.com

whocares? we do.

BAR’s unanimous denial of 
ARHA’s request for demoli-
tion, not only would this be an 
injustice to both property own-
ers and Alexandria residents, 
but it also would establish a 
dangerous precedent for the 
value we place on other his-
toric buildings throughout the 
Commonwealth.

- Lila Mei Lee
Alexandria
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In response to “Our 
View: t.C. Williams 
stadium press box is 
an embarrassment,” 
August 27:

bill Campbell writes:
 I agree with much 
of the editorial. Pulling 
projects into a single con-
tract would seem prudent 
but it cannot and will not 
be an “all or nothing” 
contract action.
 We must structure any 
contract in such a way that 
we can sequence efforts 
depending on a combina-
tion of factors to include 
actual projected costs, 
available and future fund-
ing requirements, pri-
oritizing of needs internal 
and external to the project, 
delays associated with po-
tential litigation, etc.
 In the interim, we must 
provide a minimum essen-
tial and safe capability for 
the student-athletes and 
one that does not embar-
rass our school and city. 
To that end, we continue 
to explore the best options, 
which may include some 
shoring and repairs to the 
existing box or a continued 
use of the purchased por-
table system.

matt writes:
 It’s a press box at a 
high school. How hard is 
it to fix and get up and 
running? Alexandria City 
Public Schools has one 
high school. Come on, 
this is not rocket science.

weekly poll

from the weB

A. Yes.
b. It needs more vetting.
C. No.

this Week 
Do you support the idea of a joint  
Alexandria-Arlington Olympic pool facility?

Last Week 
Should Alexandria City public Schools rebuild the 
parker-Gray Stadium press box?

85 Votes
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any years before the 
original West End 
neighborhood devel-

oped in the early 19th century, 
the area was always a crossroads 
area that connected agricultural 
and more urban centers to the 
west, with the Potomac River to 
the east. 
 It is believed that the Little 
River Turnpike, which still en-
ters Alexandria from the west, 
was upgraded from an ancient 
Native American trail that linked 
camps used for foraging, hunting 
and gathering with the large riv-
erine environment that provided 
fish and other sources of sub-
sistence, as well as a common 
means of travel and defense.  The 
open fields interspersed with 
dense woodlands along the trail 
were a perfect environment for 
harvesting the “Three Sisters” of 
the Native American diet: maize, 
beans and squash.
 After European settlement 
began in the Virginia colony, it 
is believed that as early as the 
late 1600s, tenant farmers had 
started to clear the thick forests 
along what later became Duke 
Street for use as small farm 
plots. These were later assem-
bled by Tidewater planters for 
larger agricultural operations 
in a land boom which lasted 
from 1720 until 1732, the year 
Hugh West established the first 
tobacco inspection station in 
Northern Virginia at the foot of 
Oronoco Street.  
 By the mid-18th century, 
the area at the base of Shuter’s 
Hill, north of Great Hunt-
ing Creek and west of Hooff’s 
Run, was located at the mid-

point between the settlement 
of Cameron and the new town 
of Alexandria, which had both 
competed to become the main 
port of the region.
 When the town of Alexan-
dria was ceded by the Common-
wealth of Virginia to become 
part of the District of Columbia 
in the late 1700s, the area again 
sat at a crossroads, with the 
neighborhood sliced in half by 
the new boundary of the nation’s 
capital. Soon after, the evolution 
of the area into a trading network 
resulted in the sale of plantation 
lands for more intense uses. 
 The West End moniker was 
unofficially established by the 
early 1800s, and historians still 
debate whether it was based on 
the early landholdings of sur-
veyor John West, or on its prox-
imity to the town of Alexandria, 
several blocks to the east. At the 
time, West End buildings within 
a two-block radius of each other 
found themselves within the 
differing jurisdictions of that 
town, Fairfax County and the 
District of Columbia. 
 Even then, the location of the 
never incorporated West End 
community was at the edges of 

each governmental authority, 
and less than reputable activities 
were tolerated in the slow-grow-
ing neighborhood by officials 
focused on more pressing issues 
within the core of each locality. 
 By the 1840s, new railway 
lines were built immediately 
south of Duke Street to Alexan-
dria, allowing the West End to 
develop more prominently into 
a secondary transportation hub 
and build on its evolving indus-
trial and commercial base. Cattle 
yards, butcheries, a tannery and 
a soap factory sprung up near 
the railroad and attracted tempo-
rary laborers to the community 
who also worked the backyards 
of Duke Street homes and busi-
nesses as small farm plots. 
 During the Civil War, as seen 
in this 1863 image, the area con-
tinued to grow, but once the war 
ended in 1865 the economy stalled 
for decades. In 1915, the area was 
finally annexed by Alexandria and 
the construction of townhomes 
quickly spread across the commu-
nity, wiping out most vestiges of 
the former crossroads village.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of  Historic Alexandria.

55%  No, it is not a priority.
45%  Yes, it is an unsafe eyesore.

M
the West end finally joins Alexandria
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ACrOSS
1 “Goodbye, Columbus”  
  author Roth
7 Unemotional to a fault
12 Is part of the audience
19 Deli selection
20 Snowman’s nose, often
22 Duck feature
23 Disaster in the making
25 End of a famous Kilmer  
  line
26 Earl Grey and oolong
27 Kind of gin or candy
28 Like sour grapes
30 Mao ___-tung
31 Like clay pots
33 Tree with fragrant oil
36 Suffix with “real”
39 Dark purplish-brown
40 Automotive window  
  treatments
41 Pig chatter
42 Forces out of bed
44 Deprecate
47 Related by blood
48 Croquet need
49 Agitated states
50 Shortened jeans
54 Smoking and nonsmoking,  
  once
55 Act like a sot
57 Deli side order
58 Explosive stuff
59 Throw out, as a tenant
61 Submarine detector
62 Letters before an alias
63 Have an ache
65 Pearl Harbor event
67 Bit of choreography
68 ___ Khan
69 Boorish fellow

70 The Everglades, e.g.
71 Apply liniment
72 Moves like a snake
74 Pets with nine lives
75 Computer mistake
78 Balloon flaw
79 Entertainment center’s  
  center
82 Like icy rain
83 Web bookmark
84 Fastest four-legger
86 Activity with chops and  
  kicks
87 “Ghostbusters” hazard
90 Falcon’s home
91 Change the wording of
93 Two, in Spain
94 Feature of some rifles
96 Was of service
99 Piece of software, for short
100 Seasoned stew
101 Away from one’s mouth
102 Olympian Korbut
106 Student’s shoebox scene
109 What some court pros offer
112 Stores, on a farm
113 Deepest of the Finger  
  Lakes
114 Boot reinforcement
115 Like the divers’ end of  
  the pool
116 Singer Mariah
117 Mast extensions
DOWN
1 “Hey, over here!”
2 In good health
3 Kulik of skating
4 Run out, as subscriptions
5 Misbehaving tyke
6 Job for a rolling pin
7 Cut down in the field

last week’s solution:

weekly words

8 Have a spoonful
9 Fabric introduced by DuPont
10 Blacksmith’s metal
11 Cruiser occupant
12 Medals and trophies, e.g.
13 Outer coat on a seed
14 TV schedule abbreviation
15 Small newt
16 Classic Carney role
17 Neither nails it nor blows it
18 War horses
21 What some shots prevent
24 Campus drillers
29 Money for a hand
32 Best-suited
33 River-bottom substance
34 Hang around idly
35 Stereotypical brown-baggers
36 “___ la Douce”

37 Glide like a hawk
38 Pack animal procession
40 ___ chi
43 Reporter’s point of view
45 Act of detecting something
46 Style of sweater
47 Russian peasant farmer
50 Spiral shells often used  
  as horns
51 Unleavened edible
52 Faux
53 Cashless transaction
55 Professor’s milestone
56 Once-___ (quick  
  examinations)
57 Seashore
60 Highland headwear
61 Archaeological layers
63 Padlock’s partner
64 Wrinkled citrus fruit
65 Peanut cover
66 “Be silent,” musically
67 Less skeptical
69 Nervous system disorder
71 Narrate
73 Loud heartbeat
76 “Beetle Bailey” dog
77 Some 51-Down sandwich  
  slices
79 Internal passages
80 Shrimp discard
81 Meet a poker bet
82 Frying pans
84 Top off four walls
85 Secondhand news
87 Worked a garden
88 Like a wolf
89 Establish, as a tax
90 “Took you long enough!”
92 Phone feature
95 “Here ___ trouble!”
96 Dogpatch name
97 Put forth, as an opinion
98 One giving a portion of  
  medicine
101 “___ and the King of Siam”
103 Centers of great activity
104 Pesky bug
105 Nile reptiles
107 Embarrassing pants  
   problem
108 Ginger ___ (bubbly drink)
110 Common Market inits., once
111 Soak up, as gravy

IF tHe SHOe FItS By Dawson K. Cramer

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS – August 30, 2015

This is our 2385th series of ads to be published in the Virginia State-
wide Classified.  You may classify them with your regular ads or run 
them under an AD NETWORK  LOGO. The originating newspaper gives 
the advertiser a tearsheet if requested. Please remind your book-
keeping department however, about the program and these ads are 
not to be billed to anyone. All ads are screened by the newspaper 
selling them and then screened by VPS.

AUCTIONS
REAL ESTATE ABSOLUTE AUCTION. Craig County, VA. Septem-
ber 19. Desirable 30+/- ac. recreational property in 6 tracts ranging 
in size from 1.3+/- to 8.5+/-acres. Two wooded parcels are bordered 
by the Jefferson National Forest & four tracts have long frontage on 
Craig Creek. Two parcels have hayfields and offer mountain views. 
Improvements include four rustic cabins with electrical service. 
Only 12.5 mi. from I-81, Exit 141 (Salem). Contact Jonna McGraw 
(VA# 2434), Woltz & Associates, Inc., (VA#321), 800-551-3588 
or visit woltz.com. 

BIG AUCTION- Catering equipment and Antiques.  5-Tractor Trailer 
Loads!  Sept 12, 9:00am.  Gray Auction Yard 14089 Robinson Rd. 
Stony Creek VA 23882. www.graycoservices.com. 804-943-3506 
Gray Auctions Co. VA#1104 
FORECLOSURE SALE 18,747± SF Cold Storage Facility, 5.86 
±AC. 777 Industrial Park Rd., Mt. Jackson, VA. ON-SITE SALE: 9/29 
@10AM. Vehicles, Equipment, Tools. Online Only Auction: BID 9/23–
10/1. www.motleys.com • 1-877-MOTLEYS  VA16 EHO 

ATTENTION AUCTIONEERS: Advertise your upcoming auctions in 
Virginia Newspapers for one low cost of $300. Your 25 word classified 
ad reaches OVER ONE MILLION Virginians! Call this paper or Adriane 
Long at 804-521-7585 (Virginia Press Services.)

EDUCATION
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medi-
cal Office Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Place-
ment available at CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-
424-9419. 

EDUCATION / HELP WANTED
Vacancy: Special Education General Curriculum Teacher. To apply for 
position visit our website at www.pecps.k12.va.us and complete the 
online application. Prince Edward County Public Schools, Farmville, Vir-
ginia 23901 – 434-315-2100 ext. 3533)  EOE

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Machine Shop Liquidation Sale. Lathes, Mills, Grinders, Welders 
And Much More!!! 20 Hedge Lane, Afton, Virginia 22920. September 
18th-20th. www.dempseyandco.com Call 804.355.1619 for Details 

HELP WANTED
Join Our Team! Chesterfield County Public Schools Food and Nu-
trition Services Employment Opportunities 804-743-3717 x157. We 
are currently accepting applications for: Substitute Food Service 
Associates. Apply via the CCPS website at http://mychesterfield-
schools.com. Complete job description and application procedures 
are available on the website. EOE/M/F/D 

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-
$50,000 1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in De-
mand! Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roa-
noke 800-614-6500; LFCC/Winchester 800-454-1400.

NEED CDL DRIVERS??? ADVERTISE YOUR TRUCK DRIVER 
JOBS in Virginia Newspapers for one low cost of $300. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches OVER ONE MILLION Virginians! Call this paper 
or Adriane Long at 804-521-7585 (Virginia Press Services.) 

MISCELLANEOUS
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others – start 
here with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if quali-
fied. Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-245-9553. 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
AUCTION - VP Dan Quayle’s Residence. WEDNESDAY 9/16 6p.m., 
Mclean, Virginia. 1.84-acres, 5-Bedroom, 4 ½-Bath, 4,500 sqft, 
1013 Union Church Road, McLean 22102. www.PrimeAuctionSolu-
tions.com, 703-495-7500, VA  2908000975. 

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $350 + $88 court cost. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inqui-
ries welcome - no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS Save Thousands on Cancelled orders. VERY Low 
Monthly payments. 5 remaining. Must Go. 16x20, 20x30, 25x30, 
30x40, 42x60 Call Now 1-800-991-9251.
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classifieds
legal notice

HELP WANTED

AlexAndriA BoArd of  
ArchitecturAl review

old & historic AlexAndriA 
district

leGAl notice of A  
PuBlic heArinG

A public hearing will be held by the Alex-
andria Board of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, September 16, 2015 begin-
ning at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second 
floor	of	City	Hall,	301	King	Street,	Alexan-
dria, Virginia on the following applications:

cAse BAr2015-0200
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 733 s fairfax st.
APPLICANT: Charles Sypula

cAse BAr2015-0201
Request for alterations, waiver of rooftop 
screening requirement, and an addition at 
733 s fairfax st.
APPLICANT: Charles Sypula

cAse BAr2015-0109
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 311 s st Asaph st.
APPLICANT: Patricia and Ricky Fisher

cAse BAr2015-0110
Request to alterations at 311 s st Asaph st.
APPLICANT: Patricia and Ricky Fisher

cAse BAr2015-0224
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 119 Queen st.
APPLICANT: Deborah and Kenneth Cureton

cAse BAr2015-0225
Request for an addition at 119 Queen st.
APPLICANT: Deborah and  
Kenneth Cureton

cAse BAr2015-0262
Request for waiver of rooftop screening 
requirement at 724 Gibbon st.
APPLICANT: Molly Groom and  
Todd Hollis

cAse BAr2015-0194
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 821 s royal st
APPLICANT: Karen Campbell
cAse BAr2015-0195
Request for alterations and an addition at  
821 s royal st
APPLICANT: Karen Campbell
cAse BAr2015-0268
Request for new construction (townhouses) 
at 2 duke st.
APPLICANT: RTS Associates, LLC
cAse BAr2015-0269
Request for new construction (Building #3) 
at 2 duke st.
APPLICANT: RTS Associates, LLC
cAse BAr2015-0265
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 101 Quay st
APPLICANT: Julie Wannamaker and 
Howard Bergman
cAse BAr2015-0266
Request for alterations at 101 Quay st
APPLICANT: Julie Wannamaker and 
Howard Bergman
cAse BAr2015-0271
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 608 oronoco st.
APPLICANT: Leslie Ariail
cAse BAr2015-0272
Request for alterations at 608 oronoco st.
APPLICANT: Leslie Ariail
cAse BAr2015-0273
Request for alterations at 201 n columbus st.
APPLICANT: Robert and Constance Sprigg
cAse BAr2015-0274

Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 713 s Pitt st.
APPLICANT: Rebecca and Robert Sutton
cAse BAr2015-0275
Request for an addition at 713 s Pitt st.
APPLICANT: Rebecca and Robert Sutton
cAse BAr2015-0276
Request for signage at 116 s Alfred st
APPLICANT: The Grille at Morrison House

cAse BAr2015-0277
Request for alterations at 212 n lee st.
APPLICANT: David Overdovitz and  
Donnelly Bohan
cAse BAr2015-0278
Request for signage at 1001 Prince st.
APPLICANT: Virginia Tech Foundation
cAse BAr2015-0279
Request for signage at 1021 Prince st.
APPLICANT: Virginia Tech Foundation
cAse BAr2015-0281
Request for alterations at 501 s washington st.
APPLICANT: Verizon Wireless, LLC.
cAse BAr2015-0270
Request for revisions of previously ap-
proved plans at 711 wilkes st.
APPLICANT: Wilkes Residence, LLC
cAse BAr2015-0289
Request for revisions to previously approved 
permit to demolish at 700 s Pitt st.
APPLICANT: Tom Campbell
cAse BAr2015-0290
Request for revisions to previously approved 
plans at 700 s Pitt st.
APPLICANT: Tom Campbell
Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

oBituaries
GEORGE T. BLACKWELL (56), 
of Alexandria, August 26, 2015

DAVID J. BUIKEMA (80),  
of Alexandria, August 24, 2015

MICHAEL CASCARANO (86),  
of Alexandria, August 25, 2015

JAMES E. EPPS SR.,  
of Alexandria, August 18, 2015

FRED FETTERMAN (84),  
of Alexandria, August 30, 2015

CALVIN FOX (91),  
of Alexandria, August 28, 2015

IRENE S. KALINA,  
of Alexandria, August 24, 2015

JUNE B. KELLY,  
of Alexandria, August 8, 2015

RITA E. KELLY (94),  
formerly of Alexandria,  
August 31, 2015

CHARLES F. LEWIS (78),  
of Alexandria, July 24, 2015

TERESA R. MCCANN (82),  
of Alexandria, August 29, 2015

JOHN MORETTI JR. (85),  
of Alexandria, August 30, 2015

STEPHEN J. PARADISE (82), 
formerly of Alexandria,  
August 25, 2015

THOMAS E. REEVES,  
of Alexandria, August 24, 2015

BAMBI L. RICHARDSON (53),  
of Alexandria, August 26, 2015

MARGARET C. SCHWAB,  
of Alexandria, August 17, 2015

JOHN B. ZANIN (95),  
of Alexandria, August 22, 2015

aBc notice

aBc notice

Part Time Admin Assistant-  
Front Desk

Dr’s office needs admin assistant for
answering phones, making appoint-
ments, posting payments.
Must have knowledge of computers, 
use of Medical Manager system helpful. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays  8:30 - 5:00 
in Alexandria Mt Vernon area.  

Please contact Nancy at hfswanmd@
aol.com with subject line “resume”.

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS!
Buy HARRIS BED BUG KILLERS 

Complete Treatment System/KIT Available: The Home Depot,  
homedepot.com, Hardware Stores

The Alexandria City School Board will 
hold a public hearing on the FY 2017 Com-
bined Funds Budget and FY 2017-2026 CIP 
Budget during the School Board Meeting 
held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, September 17, 
2015, in the School Board Meeting Room 
located at 1340 Braddock Pl., Alexandria. 

For more information or to register to speak 
at the public hearing, please contact the 
Clerk of the Board at 703-619-8314 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

Estate Sale - 2nd Release

View at www.loghomedream.com - Click on House Plans
SERIOUS ONLY REPLY. Call 704-602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept.

• Model # 303 Little Rock $38,525 BALANCE OWED $15,900 ★
• Model # 402 St. Louis $40,850 BALANCE OWED $17,000 ★
• Model # 403 Augusta $42,450 BALANCE OWED $16,500 ★
• NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
• Make any design changes you desire!
• Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & Construction Manual
• Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
• NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY
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REALTOR® Serving Virginia & DC 
NVAR Top Producer 
Seniors Residential Specialist 
Over $400 million in closed transactions

703.864.3438
jessica@jessicarichardson.com
www.jessicarichardson.com

®

®

109 S. Pitt St • Alexandria, VA 22314

Jessica Richardson

Whether you are buying your first home or downsizing, you need a 
trusted advisor who understands your unique needs. 

I specialize in providing the highest level of personalized service 
to each and every client and I work diligently to negotiate the best 
possible deal on their behalf. I promise to serve my clients with 
honestly, integrity and professionalism at all times.  

If you are thinking of making a move, let me put my skills and expertise 
to work for you. Contact me today for a confidential consultation. 

Jessica Richardson

I recently hired Jessica to help me sell my current home and purchase another. She took care 
of everything from helping me get the house ready to sell to working on repairs items. She 
left no stone unturned in helping me find a new home at a time when inventory was really 

low. In fact, she found me the perfect home that wasn’t even on the market. She negotiated 
a great deal for me on both the sale and purchase. Jessica is professional, she knows the 

market and she has an amazing work ethic. I gladly recommend her to anyone and everyone.
             ~ Kevin J.  
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