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City council candidates 
share competing visions  
in forum 
BY erich wagner 

 The 11 candidates running 
for city council this fall gath-
ered for a forum Monday night 
at the city’s Departmental Pro-
gressive Club, and the battle 
lines became clear at the outset.
 “There are three major ser-
vices that citizens expect from 
their council: a strong safety 
net — that’s police and fire [ser-
vices] — a solid infrastructure, 
like sewers, roads and the like, 
and good schools,” said Repub-
lican Townsend Van Fleet in the 
first of the candidates’ opening 
statements. “This [current] city 

council strikes out on all three.”
 That was one of only a few 
acerbic moments of the eve-
ning. Billed as a forum — not a 
debate — the event was geared 
more toward candidates laying 
out their visions for Alexandria, 
rather than head-to-head policy 
discussions.
 In the November 3 general 
election, incumbent Democratic 
city councilors John Chapman, 
Tim Lovain, Del Pepper, Paul 
Smedberg and Justin Wilson 
will square off alongside new-
comer Willie Bailey against Re-
publican challengers Monique 
Miles, Fernando Torrez, Van 
Fleet, Bob Wood and Indepen-
dent candidate Phil Cefaratti.

 Although most candidates 
agreed on the principle that the 
city must aggressively explore 
a variety of innovative methods 
to expand affordable and work-
force housing in the city, they 
distinguished themselves in two 
key areas: business and devel-
opment, and the city’s debt.
 Republican candidates by 
and large argued that the city 
should promote small business 
growth through the rollback of 
taxes and easing of regulations 
in order to ease the city’s recent 
budget struggles.
 “When I’ve talked with busi-
ness owners, I’m not hearing that 
they find Alexandria to be a busi-
ness-friendly climate,” Wood 
said. “They’re frustrated by the 
regulations and the troubles as-
sociated with starting, opening 
and growing a business.”
 “We need to educate small 
business owners, both already 
here and considering coming 
here, and let them know what 
resources are available,” Miles 
said. “And we should reduce 
the [city business licensing] 
tax to 1 cent below neighbor-
ing jurisdictions.”
 “We need to get rid of that 
long business license application 
form,” said Torrez. “When you 
go to City Hall you end up going 
back and forth from department 
to department, wasting time.
 “You might hear something 
from one inspector on one day, 
only for another inspector to 

ArHA’s appeal of bAr 
denial upheld at tense 
public hearing 
BY chris Teale 

 After a five-hour public 
hearing last weekend at which 
the tension was palpable, city 
council approved the demolition 
of the 15-unit Ramsey Homes 
property owned by the Alexan-
dria Redevelopment and Hous-
ing Authority in the Parker-Gray 
neighborhood by a 5-2 margin.
 Vice Mayor Allison Silber-
berg and City Councilor Paul 
Smedberg were the two dis-
senting votes against ARHA’s 
appeal, which came after the 
Parker-Gray Board of Archi-
tectural Review unanimously 
rejected the organization’s ap-
plication to demolish the homes 
at 699 N. Patrick St. in April. 
City council’s decision means 
ARHA can proceed with its 

proposal to demolish and re-
place the units with up to 53 
units of affordable housing.
 The homes were built be-
tween 1941 and 1942 by the 
federal government to house 
black defense workers. They 
are close to the original site of 
the former Parker-Gray High 
School and on the same block 
as the Robinson Library, both 
of which are significant in the 
black history of Alexandria. 
The homes are also close to the 
Alexandria Black History Mu-
seum on Wythe Street.
 Councilors wrestled with 
whether the homes are architec-
turally significant enough to be 
saved from demolition, or wheth-
er they are culturally significant, 
meaning they can be memorial-
ized by other means. ARHA 
itself came in for significant  

PHOTO/CHris Teale 
City council voted 5-2 to allow ARHA to demolish the Ramsey Homes 
property at 699 N. Patrick St., despite opposition from preservationists.

Council approves Ramsey 
Homes demolition

SEE ramseY | 10

SEE plaYground | 7

 A tale of two parties

SEE council | 6
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ART ON THE AVENUE
OCTOBER 3
ARTONTHEAVENUE.ORG

KING STREET ART FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 19-20
VISITALEXANDRIAVA.COM/ARTFEST
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rememberING 9/11 Assistant Alexandria Fire Chief Rudy 
Thomas rings the memorial bell at Market Square, watched by 
Chief Robert Dube and Mayor Bill Euille during a commemora-
tion of the September 11, 2001 attacks. The event was orga-
nized in approximately 12 hours by The Veterans of Alexandria, a 
group of military veterans associations, and gave those present 
the chance to take the microphone and share thoughts of some-
one they were remembering.
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The time to sell is now. Let me put my 27 years of experience to work for you!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Beautifully  
updated home 
just 1 block from 
the river and  
Lee St. Park in 
the desirable 
southeast quad-
rant of town! 
 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
3 fireplaces, over 2400 
sq. ft. of living space. 
Quality finishes with 
attention to detail. 
Dental moldings,  
wainscoting & hard-
wood floors. Renovated 
gourmet kitchen and 
baths. Lovely fenced 
garden with patio.

Old TOwn
$1,190,000 $1,599,000

Chapel hill

Renovated with open floor plan and gorgeous new 
kitchen just blocks from the river, shops & restaurants. 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,137 sq. ft. on 2 levels, garage parking (1 space). 
Living room with fireplace,  built-ins and French doors to patio. 

Gourmet kitchen, Master suite with updated bath,  
wood floors on main level. 

Coming Soon
Old TOwn/waTergaTe 

Spacious custom home in serene setting on half  
  an acre just steps from Chinquapin Park. 

7 bedrooms, 5 full and 2 half  baths, over 6500 sq. ft. of living space with 
a 3 car garage. Designed for entertaining and casual living with soaring 

ceilings, impressive 3 story stone fireplace in living room, grand  
dining room, spacious gourmet kitchen, fabulous Owner’s suite.

Old TOwn/CapTains rOw

Historic home fully restored on “Captains Row”,
just 1 block from the river and King Street!

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 full baths, 2 fireplaces, random width wood floors 
and custom built-ins. Spacious lower level with tall ceilings  

Roof top deck and beautiful garden with patio and Koi pond. 

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 27 years of experience to work for you!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

$639,000

Deceivingly spacious & fully renovated  
with attached garage!

6 bedrooms, 5 full baths with over 3,600 sq. ft. of living space! 
Open main level floor plan, finished lower level with  

kitchenette, large fenced yard with deck & patio. 

QUAKER RIDGE
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COLLEGE PARK
$1,075,000

Fabulous Craftsman home with over  
3,300 sq. ft. of well designed living space!

5 bedrooms, 4 full baths, 3 finished levels and stone fireplace. 
Gourmet kitchen with adjoining family room. Huge Owner’s 

suite with sitting area, luxury bath and 2 walk-ins. Spacious 3rd 
level with full bath. Large professionally landscaped yard. 

$1,187,000

Lovely home with a light filled 2 story Great 
Room and Master Suite addition!

5 Bedrooms, 4.5 baths with 4 finished levels, 2 wood burning fire-
places, fabulous low maintenance screened-in porch and deck with off 
street parking. Lower level Guest Suite with kitchen and private entry. 

DEL RAY
$999,900

OLD TOWNOLD TOWN

Historic home fully restored on “Captains Row”,
just 1 block from the river and King Street!

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2 fireplaces, random width
wood floors and custom built-ins. Roof top deck and

beautiful garden with patio and Koi pond.

$2,200,000

Beautifully updated circa 1775 townhouse 
with river views!

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths with approx. 2200 sq. ft. of living space. 
Original random width wood floors on 3 levels, 2 fireplaces 

and lovely side yard with patio and gardens.

$1,950,000

 Ideally located brick bungalow with off street 
parking is blocks to 2 METRO Stations,  

shops and restaurants!
3 bedrooms (2 main, 1 upper), 2 baths, 3 finished levels,  

beautifully updated kitchen with adjacent family room. Lower  
level recreation room, fenced yard and charming front porch.

rOsemOnT
$749,000

COllege park
$999,950

Fabulous Craftsman home with over  
3,300 sq. ft. of well designed living space!

5 bedrooms, 4 full baths, 3 finished levels and stone fireplace. 
Gourmet kitchen with adjoining family room. Huge Owner’s 

suite with sitting area, luxury bath and 2 walk-ins. Spacious 3rd 
level with full bath. Large professionally landscaped yard. 
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The weeKlY BrieFing
Absentee voting for November election opens September 18

City celebrates Citizenship Day 2015 with naturalization ceremony

 Absentee voting for the No-
vember 3 general election be-
gins on Friday, September 18 
for voters who will be away on 
election day. Absentee voters 
can cast their ballots either in 
person or by mail.
 Many Alexandrians are eli-
gible to vote absentee if they are, 
for example, away for personal 
business, work, vacation, active 
military service or at school; 
working and commuting for 11 

or more hours between 6 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. on election day; 
physically unable to go to the 
polls because of an illness or dis-
ability; a caregiver for a confined 
family member; or a member of 
a first responder unit.
 The deadline for voting ab-
sentee in person is Saturday, 
October 31 at 5 p.m. Residents 
can vote in person at the city’s 
office of voter registration and 
elections at 132 N. Royal St. and 

at the Charles E. Beatley Cen-
tral Library at 5005 Duke St. 
Those voting by mail have until 
October 27.
 Applications to vote ab-
sentee are available at the Al-
exandria Voter Registration 
Office or online at www.alex-
andriava.gov/elections. More 
information can be found at 
that same website, or by call-
ing 703-746-4050.

- Chris Teale

 The City of Alexandria will 
hold its annual Citizenship Day 
celebration today at 11 a.m. in 
Market Square. Around 100 
candidates for citizenship will 
take the oath of allegiance to 
become U.S. citizens, more 
than at any previous ceremony 
in Alexandria. 
 New this year, the cer-
emony will be conducted 
by the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of 
Virginia, with U.S. District 
Court Judge Gerald Bruce 
Lee and U.S. Magistrate 

Judge Teresa C. Buchanan 
presiding. Mayor Bill Euille 
also will be on hand to make 
remarks.
 “The Citizenship Day cel-
ebration is always an inspiring 
and moving event,” said Euille 
in a statement. “This year we 
are thrilled to welcome so 
many new Americans. These 
citizens, many of whom have 
lived here for years, help 
strengthen the fabric of our di-
verse community.”
 To become a naturalized 
citizen, an individual must 

meet federal requirements, 
including a period of con-
tinuous residence and physi-
cal presence in the United 
States; ability to read, write 
and speak English; knowl-
edge and understanding of 
U.S. history and government; 
good moral character; and 
attachment to constitutional 
principles.
 Constitution Day and Citi-
zenship Day commemorates 
the adoption of the U.S. Consti-
tution on September 17, 1787.

- Chris Teale

THE RUNWELL IN BLACK PVD CASE, BLACK DIAL WITH REMOTE 
SECOND HAND SWEEP AND DETROIT-BUILT ARGONITE 1069 

MOVEMENT AND AMERICAN-MADE TAN LEATHER STRAP.

IN 60 YEARS OR SO, A 
GRANDFATHER WILL FINALLY 
BE ABLE TO PASS DOWN AN 
AMERICAN WRISTWATCH.

609 KING STREET 
OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

703.549.0011
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Send your Lost photos to:

crime
Suspect charged in two attempted abductions
 Alexandria police said 
they arrested a man Septem-
ber 10 in connection with two 
attempted abductions.
 Police spokeswoman Crys-
tal Nosal said around 9:04 
p.m., a man followed a woman 
into and through her apart-
ment building along the 900 
block of N. Patrick St. When 
the woman unlocked the door 
to her apartment, the suspect 
allegedly tried to push her in-

side but fled after the victim 
screamed.
 At around 9:54 p.m., a 
similar event occurred. A 
man approached a woman 
along the 700 block of N. 
Fayette St. as she opened 
her front door and tried to 
push her inside her apart-
ment, f leeing after the vic-
tim yelled.
 Officers arrested Mar-
quette Johnson, 34, near the 

scenes of the two incidents. 
Johnson, of no fixed address, 
is accused of two counts of 
attempted abduction and two 
counts of attempted burglary 
and is being held without 
bond.
 Nosal encouraged anyone 
with information about these 
incidents to contact Detective 
Brad Cecchetti at 703-746-
6858.

- Erich Wagner

September’s Theme:  
Get Lost!

Send us a photo with this theme to win
a $50 gift certificate to Lost in Company.

300 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Sponsored by

The Alexandria Times  
Photo Contest

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
When your “favorite” 
uncle comes over this 
holiday season 
show off that prize 
portrait or painting 
with a picture light 
from 
The Lamplighter 

915 King Street  Old Town

See more than 300 fairly traded rugs in all sizes
at our 5th Annual Rug Event, September 17-20.

FREE rug seminar tonight, September 17,
7:00 pm. Call to reserve your seat.

All
this
from
just

a rug

police BeaT
The following incidents occurred between September 9 and September 16.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

4  AggrAvAted 
AssAult1burglArIes

33 thefts 7drug 
CrImes

Source: raidsonline.com

25AssAults

1 seXuAl 
OffeNse

5 vehICle
thefts

8 rObberIes

August 2015 Photo submission by scott mAcconomy
Cliffs at Aquinnah, Martha’s Vineyard, MA
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Lack of parking options 
and engagement comes 
under fire on the dais 
BY chris Teale 

 Despite city council’s rela-
tively sedate first legislative 
meeting after summer recess 
on September 8, it did not take 
long for city councilors Paul 
Smedberg and Del Pepper 
to let loose on the proposed 
commuter ferry service from 
Alexandria and its handling 
by the Northern Virginia Re-
gional Commission thus far.
 NVRC released a study 
late July outlining the viabil-
ity of two commuter ferry 
routes from the waterfront: 
one to Southeast and Southwest 
D.C. and another to Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling and the head-
quarters of the Department of 
Homeland Security. But the pro-
posal drew the ire of city coun-
cilors, who unanimously agreed 
to send a letter signed by Mayor 
Bill Euille to Penny Gross, 
chairman of NVRC, express-

ing “serious concerns” about the 
traffic and other infrastructure 
problems that could be caused 
by commuter ferry service.
 “Based on the current ca-
pacity of parking, attempts to 
integrate a commuter ferry stop 
or terminus within the city in 

Old Town would cause consid-
erable challenges to the existing 
infrastructure and add addi-
tional vehicular trips to an area 
with limited parking,” a draft of 
the letter reads. “Old Town Al-
exandria should not serve as the 
Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling’s 
parking lot because the federal 
government did not adequately 

plan for its own parking needs 
when it expanded its work force 
on that site.”
 On the dais, Smedberg — 
himself a commissioner of 
NVRC representing Alexandria 
— vented his frustration at a 
process he described as “totally 

unacceptable.”
 “Why should we be 
the dumping-ground for 
the majority of these peo-
ple that are going to be us-
ing this ferry, potentially?” 
he asked, accusing the 
commission of failing to 
engage with city council-
ors and city staff as well as 
officials at the state level 

and instead pushing forward 
with the project.
 The issue of the lack of space 
for parking came to dominate 
discussion, as Pepper — an-
other NVRC commissioner as 
well as the organization’s trea-
surer — first called commuter 

Fun For kids 2-92!alexandriaseaport.org

seaport  
Day 2015

Live music / boat show / boat races
boat-buiLding / beer&wine

chowder cook-oFF
&

anything that floats raCE

satUrDay sEPt. 26
12PM - 6PM

alexandria seaport foundation

WaterFront parK (Foot oF prinCe street)
old toWn, alexandria

AUCTIONS ~ APPRAISALS ~ ESTATE SALES
1120 N. FAIRFAX STREET, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

www.potomackcompany.com ~ 703.684.4550 ~ VA#0704

Visit us online at www.potomackcompany.com

4.42 Carat 
Diamond Ring 

Set in 18K Gold, 
GIA Report, 

VVSI
est. $30,000-50,000

Emerald and Platinum Bracelet approx. 
13.5 cts. est. $5,000-7,000; Diamond and 
Platinum Bracelet approx. 18.4 cts. est. 
$18,000-20,000; Sapphire and Platinum 

Bracelet approx. 22.5 cts. est. $4,000-6,000

September 26th Live Auction
September 29th Online Auction

Preview online now and in gallery starting September 19th

Open 
HOuse

601 S. Saint aSaph St., alexandria
New construction within the historic framework  2 bedrooms  
2.5 baths  Outdoor space  Just listed! $845,000

Sunday, September 20 | 1 -4pm 
With Beer Tasting from Local Brewery

A unique opportunity to view the historic  
“Grape” house in Old Town

@home real estate: 111 S. Alfred St.  
Alexandria, VA 22314  
703-791-1167

SEE FerrY | 12

Commuter ferry study 
comes under scruitiny
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council   FROM | 1

say, ‘That’s not right,’ the next. 
We need uniformity and some-
one on council who understands 
how business works.”
 Democrats, on the other 
hand, cited victories in attract-
ing federal office tenants like 
the National Science Founda-

tion and the U.S. Transportation 
Security Administration, which 
they said will both grow city cof-
fers and spur more small busi-
ness growth in the city. But they 
also acknowledged the need for 
a more diversified economic 
sector.
 “We’re still far too dependent 
on federal spending,” said Wil-

son. “It’s going to be a challeng-
ing environment for budgets, but 
we recently finished up the busi-
ness tax reform work group and 
want to implement those recom-
mendations, because we can’t 
depend on residential taxpayers 
to pay for all of our services.”
 “City council and staff have 
done a good job of maintaining 

the services that are meaning-
ful and reflect the community’s 
values,” Smedberg said. “As 
far as expanding our economy, 
I think we have a lot momen-
tum with the NSF and the TSA 
and we’ll soon see small busi-
nesses expanding with that. We 
will be helping them every step 
of the way.”
 Later in the evening, the 
discussion moved to the city’s 
need to improve school capacity, 
which quickly exposed the fault 
lines among candidates on Alex-
andria’s debt.
 “The essential functions of 
government are public safety and 
schools, and you have to deal 
with that before you can get to 
wish list items,” Miles said. “We 
currently spend 10 percent of our 
budget on debt service, while Ar-
lington’s is only 4 percent.”
 In Arlington County’s ap-
proved fiscal 2016 budget, the 
jurisdiction is slated to pay $59.9 
million in debt service, 8.6 per-
cent of its $698 million operat-
ing fund. Alexandria’s debt ser-
vice for the same year — $65.7 
million — represents 10.1 per-
cent of the operating budget.
 “This council has put us 
a half billion dollars in debt, 
and as a result they project that 
the tax rate will go up 21 per-
cent over the next five years,” 
said Van Fleet. “[Redistrict-
ing] should help with capacity 
somewhat, but we’re projected 
to need to spend another $1 to 
2 billion over the next 15 to 20 
years [on schools]. The schools 
budget needs to be aligned with 

the city budget and coordination 
needs to improve.”
 But Lovain and other incum-
bents argued much of the recent 
debt incurred on public infra-
structure projects was the result 
of past councils neglecting the 
city’s needs.
 “In recent years, we’ve been 
addressing an infrastructure in-
vestment deficit that dates back 
to the 1980s and 1990s,” Lovain 
said. “We have plans in place 
to deal with school capacity. 
There’s the Patrick Henry [El-
ementary School] reconstruction 
and we’re going to expand Min-
nie Howard.
 “We’re doing our best to 
keep up with the growing enroll-
ment.”
 And Chapman argued in fa-
vor of looking for unconvention-
al approaches to provide extra 
classrooms for students.
 “We still have a ton of vacant 
office space,” he said. “Why 
not take some of that and make 
it into schools? And there’s a 
growing trend of employing 
public-private partnerships to 
modernize schools, because you 
can save a lot of tax dollars in the 
process.”
 But Cefaratti argued that too 
much money is going toward 
improving school buildings rath-
er than academics.
 “There are far too many 
children not getting a good edu-
cation,” he said. “We need to 
focus on education itself, not 
just buildings like Jefferson-
Houston, which is a grandiose 
Taj Mahal.”

PHOTO/CHris Teale 
Moderator Merrick Malone looks on as the 11 candidates for city 
council take part in their first public forum Monday night at the De-
partmental Progressive Club.
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www.thegreeneturtle.com

Join the
Mug Club

 •  The perfect spot to catch  
  any game with no bad seat  
  in the house
 • A salute to the military  
  = 15% discount on all food
 • A community partner

The Greene Turtle Sports Bar & Grille® 
Invites you to join us at our   of our  

NEW Alexandria location — 7879 Heneska Loop in Hilltop Village Center

We look forward to providing an atmosphere where    
both sports fans and families can come together to 
enjoy flavorful food, drinks and fun, all under one 
roof. We invite our new friends in Alexandria to join 
us in creating new traditions and memories!”

–General Manager, Mike Transeau

AlexAndriA, VA

A family-friendly 
atmosphere  
for all occasions

BY aBigail JurK 

 Whether you’re heading back 
to school, back to work or you 
never left, you still need to get out 
and have a good time. Here are 
some ideas for ways to have fun 
in Alexandria this month: 

WHAt’S tHe DeAL
 To many residents of Old 
Town, Chadwicks is an old 
favorite. Most locals know 
Chadwicks, located at 203 The 
Strand, as a casual place for re-
laxation and to grab a meal or a 
drink late at night.
 What many may not know is 
that Chadwicks also offers a va-
riety of specials for those who 
are on a budget. Every Monday, 
Chadwicks features half-price 
burgers with the purchase of a 
beverage. This special runs all 
day. On Wednesday evenings, 
Chadwicks offers martinis for 
$5 until 9 p.m. These include 
traditional martinis as well as 

specialties of the restaurant’s 
own creation, including the 
Ecto Cooler, French Bulldog 
and Sunsplash.
 “Martini night is a fun and 
inexpensive way to get out of 
the house for a cocktail with 
friends,” said manager Mor-
gan Frankena.
 On Sundays from 10 a.m. 

until 4 p.m., guests can enjoy 
$4 mimosas, Bloody Marys, or 
glasses of house champagne. 
Also on Sundays, half-price 
bottles of wine are available 
from 4 to 9 p.m. 
 Despite the construction out 
front, Chadwicks is still open.

WHAt’S HAppeNING
 This weekend, Alexandria 
will host the 13th annual King 
Street Art Festival. The festival 
takes place along lower King 
Street and will include work 
from more than 200 artists 

from across the country.
 Many different kinds of art 
are on display and for sale: paint-
ings, pottery, clothing, jewelry, 
photographs and more. In addi-
tion, many of the artists will be 
there with their works to discuss 
their pieces with visitors.
 Also a part of the event is 
The Art League’s Ice Cream 
Bowl fundraiser. Participants 
can purchase handmade ce-
ramic bowls made by artists 
from The Art League to help 
support the group’s ceram-
ics department. Bowls are 
$15 and come filled with ice 
cream.
 The King Street Art Festival 
will begin each day at 10 a.m. 
and will run until 7 p.m. on Sat-
urday and 5 p.m. Sunday.

To request a place, event or 
special be featured in Word on 
the Street, contact Abigail Jurk 

at ajurk@alextimes.com.

word on The sTreeT DeALS,  DrINkS AND FuN ACrOSS ALeXANDrIA

File PHOTO
The King Street Art Festival takes place this weekend and welcomes 
more than 200 artists from across the country.
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To feature your 
store in

 
 

Let’s Eat 
Contact Alexandria Times  

at 703-739-0001 or  
sales@alextimes.com 

a special advertising feature of the alexandriaTimeslet’s eat

 Baja Fresh Mexican Grill is 
a friendly, fabulous place that 
frees up the time of patrons who 
would otherwise be cooking. The 
fare also enhances the diet of the 
calorie-conscious. This eatery at 
3231 Duke St., where food is pre-
pared efficiently and expeditious-
ly right in front of the customers’ 
eyes, has upbeat servers who aim 
to please the palate and the purse 
with tasty and affordable choices.
 Baja Fresh offers several spe-
cials such as the “Catch 2 or 3” and 
the kids eat free deal. Those opting 
for the “Catch 2 or 3” can choose 
two or three sea foods for their ta-

cos and get rice and beans free. Or, 
the family-friendly children’s spe-
cial makes dining out reasonable, 
as every Sunday and Monday kids 
can enjoy a free children’s meal 
with an adult who orders an entree. 
Youngsters love the smaller por-
tions of cheese quesadillas, cheese 
and bean burritos, the mini-Baja 
Taco and the chicken taquitos.
 The super fresh food is one of 
the keys to the success of this eatery. 
Nothing on the menu is ever frozen 
and reheated. Plus, Baja Fresh un-
derstands that many are watching 
their calorie count, so it has a num-
ber of items under 500 calories.

  Baja Fresh is so delicious, 
nicely presented and health-
ily prepared that everyone will 
want to share the food, and they 
make that possible with their 
catering services.  Scrumptious 
party platters are a huge hit at 
any gathering or event because 
they have a wide variety, and the 
restaurant can easily a handle a 
party of 10 or groups of as many 
as 500 people.
 Go to Baja Fresh today or order 
the delicious food to go. It will be 
one of the best decisions you make 
all day — delicious food and more 
time out of the kitchen.

Alexandria Location: 808 N. Henry St. Alexandria, VA 
26 Craft Beers on Tap

We proudly support the Lost Dog & Cat Rescue Foundation

 Gourmet Pizza,  
    Deli-Style Sandwiches 
      and an Extensive  
       Craft Beer Selection
      Do gooD  

by Dining  
with us!

Hours: Mon–Saturday 11am–11pm; Sunday 11am–10pm
www.lostdogcafe.com/alexandria • 571-970-6511

Southern Immersion Cuisine 
Restaurant / Bar & Lounge

Now opeN iN the heart of old towN

F e at u r i n g  C o C k ta i l H o u r  a n d  d i n n e r
Magnolia’s on King • 703 King St, alexandria, Va

(703) 838-9090 • www.magnoliasonking.com

Patio seating now oPen

Introducing Early Bird  
Steak and Frites:
Sun - Thurs, 5 pm - 6:30 pm
Enjoy a 3 Course Dinner of  
Caesar Salad, Steak of the day  
and Fresh Cut Fries, Vanilla 
Panna Cotta ~ $25 per person

703.836.5126    www.huntingcreeksteak.com
1106 King Street, Old Town, Alexandria 

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Call for catering.

rOyAl
thAI

rOyAl
thAI

801 N. fairfax st. • 703.535.6622 
1-3 blocks from Holiday Inn, Crowne Plaza,

Sheraton, Best Western  •  8 blocks from King St
www.RoyalThaiSushi.com

Baja Fresh is open Mondays through Thursdays,  
10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays  

10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; and Sundays, 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
 For more information, call 703-832-2888  

or visit www.bajafresh.com.

A fresh taste of Mexico 
at Baja Fresh
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SHOP LOCAL FIRST 
Find local businesses at 

www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org
703-360-6925

Monthly Networking 
Second Thursday Business Breakfast 

2nd Thursday of each month 
8:00 am to 9:30 am 

Belle Haven Country Club 

MOUNT VERNON-LEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
6821 Richmond Highway / Alexandria, VA  22306 

 Fairfax County’s top prosecu-
tor announced last week he will 
not pursue charges in the Febru-
ary death of Alexandria woman 
Natasha McKenna, who died 
after a county sheriff’s deputy 
used a Taser on her while trying 
to remove her from her cell.
 McKenna, 37, was being 
held in the Fairfax County Adult 
Detention Center but resisted 
deputies as they tried to trans-
fer her to another cell. She was 
placed in hand and leg restraints 
and handcuffed before being 
Tasered four times by a deputy. 
She stopped breathing shortly 
after being Tasered and died in a 
local hospital.
 After the incident, Common-
wealth’s Attorney Raymond F. 
Morrogh investigated McKen-
na’s death to determine whether 
to bring any criminal charges 
against the Fairfax County sher-
iff’s deputies who restrained 
and Tasered her. In his 52-page 
report released September 8, 
Morrogh exonerated all depu-
ties involved, including those 
on the Sheriff’s Emergency Re-
sponse Team who were sent to 
transfer her wearing biohazard 
suits and gas masks.
 McKenna suffered from 
schizophrenia, bipolar disor-
der and depression for most of 
her life, and Morrogh’s report 
sheds more light on the weeks 
leading up to her arrest and 
death in custody.
 The report found McKenna 
had been suffering delusions, 
was acting erratically and was in 
poor health in January. Morrogh 
wrote that McKenna climbed in 
the back of a stranger’s car and 
attempted to strangle herself 
with a seat belt and was combat-
ive when police were called.
 On January 15, employees at 
a Hertz rental car agency report-
ed that McKenna was making a 
disturbance. Police were called 
and McKenna fought with them, 
Morrogh’s investigation found. 
McKenna was hospitalized for 
10 days and then arrested by 

Fairfax County police after she 
was released on an outstanding 
warrant for allegedly assaulting 
an Alexandria police officer.
 McKenna’s mental health 
deteriorated while she was in 
custody awaiting transport to  
Alexandria, and on February 3 
the Fairfax County Sheriff’s Of-
fice decided to move her itself. 
A video, released by Sheriff 
Stacey Kincaid on September 
10, shows what happened next 
as the deputies tried to move 
McKenna but found her to be 
resistant to their efforts.
 “From the outset of this ter-
rible tragedy, I promised to co-
operate fully with the investiga-
tors and to be transparent about 
the incident involving Natasha 
McKenna,” Kincaid said in a 
statement. “Now that common-
wealth’s attorney Ray Morrogh 
has found that no employee of 
the sheriff’s office has commit-
ted a crime, I am fulfilling my 
promise to release the complete 
video and all of the incident re-
ports related to Ms. McKenna’s 
incarceration. The only editing 
to the video is the pixelation 
done to protect Ms. McKenna’s 
privacy as much as possible.”
 The report goes into great 
detail on what happened next, 
as McKenna allowed herself to 
be handcuffed but then became 
anxious and began to resist as 
she was dragged naked out of 
her cell.
 “You promised you wouldn’t 

kill me,” she is heard to say as her 
cell door opens and she is faced 
by the SERT team and other dep-
uties. “I didn’t do anything.”
 Morrogh’s report says the 
deputies wrestled McKenna to 
the ground while she cursed and 
attempted to bite them in a strug-
gle that continued for a number 
of minutes, in which deputies 
struck her on the knuckles. As 
her resistance continued, McK-

enna was Tasered four times 
by Lt. Lucas Salzman, who has 
been a certified Taser operator 
since 2006 and has re-qualified 
each year since.
 McKenna was taken to a jail 
entrance to be transported, but 
she had stopped breathing. A 
first responder was called, but 
she did not recover and died at 
the hospital. 
 One of the report’s most no-

table findings was that several 
deputies described the 5-foot-4-
inch McKenna as possessing “su-
perhuman strength,” something 
Morrogh says is associated with 
the controversial mental health 
condition “excited delirium,” 
which McKenna was said to 
have been suffering from in a rul-
ing by the state medical examiner 

NeWS FrOm GreAter ALeXANDrIA |  by CHrIS teALeover the line  
No charges for sheriff’s deputies following in-custody prisoner death

SEE mcKenna | 20

Natasha McKenna
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something for which he apolo-
gized later in the meeting after 
a chorus of boos. 
 “I take great exception to 
the notion that we don’t talk to 
you,” Malone said. “Our mo-
tives are pure as driven snow. 
We want to increase housing; 
it’s not about the money, it’s 
about us trying to increase af-
fordable housing. I hope our 
opposition is equally pure, and 
that they’re not clothing some-
thing else under the guise of 
preservation, like racism and 
classism. I’ve seen it; I know 
what it looks like.”
 Silberberg bemoaned the 
fact that councilors were faced 
with choosing between afford-
able housing and historic pres-
ervation, two things she said 
should never be pitted against 
one another. She called it 
a “false choice,” and asked 
councilors and ARHA to try 
and find a middle ground 
in the site planning process 
where some units are demol-
ished but some are preserved 
for historic reasons.
 “[Approving demolition] 
would be like walking down 
the aisle with a guy you haven’t 
even met yet, or giving approval 
to that,” she said. “You haven’t 
even seen what [ARHA] are go-
ing to do.”
 The only current resident of 
Ramsey Homes to testify was 
Charkenia Walker, who spoke 
in favor of demolition in the 
interests of improving the resi-
dents’ quality of life. 
 “It’s hard to believe the his-
toric significance and relevance 
outweighs the standard of living 
in 2015,” she said. “I just want 
neighbors to understand the 
construction of new units will 
benefit us as a whole. There 
are working-class citizens who 
cannot afford to live in the 
neighborhood in which they 
have grown, me included.”
 Of the approximately 40 
residents to testify, a number 
advocated for upholding the 
BAR’s decision and prevent-
ing demolition in the name of 
historic preservation, given the 
significant role Ramsey Homes 
played during World War II in 
Alexandria.

 “Ramsey Homes is one of 
those key sites that contribute 
to what makes Parker-Gray 
unique,” said Heidi Ford, repre-
senting the West Old Town Citi-
zens’ Association. “If the city 
adopts the stance that the only 
buildings worthy of preserva-
tion are [from the] 18th and 19th 
century, then what we are going 
to have is a city of 18th and 19th 
century houses and 21st century 
buildings. We’re basically going 
to lose the architectural signifi-
cance of the 20th century, and 
for Parker-Gray that is signifi-
cant.”
 But others suggested that the 
value of the Ramsey Homes is 
purely cultural, and that com-
memoration through use of 
plaques or other methods would 
be more advisable, especially 
as ARHA’s proposal would al-
low for more affordable housing 
units in the future.
 “The value is cultural,” said 
Karen Byers. “We need to do 
a better job of preserving that 
and interpreting that and mak-
ing that truly meaningful and 
educational to the vast num-
ber of people. Walking by the 
Ramsey Homes structures 
does not, for me, bring to life 
the social history of the people 
of that period.”
 After public discussion, city 
councilors Tim Lovain and Del 
Pepper pushed ARHA for as-
surances that half the buildings 
would be retained in the rede-
velopment process. ARHA 
agreed to the caveat that the 
organization would not demol-
ish anything until the approval 
of the project’s site plan, to the 
chagrin of a number of vocal 
officials and residents. 
 Wilson encapsulated coun-
cilors’ frustration with the ap-
proval process in this instance. 
 “I think this is absolutely 
absurd,” said City Councilor 
Justin Wilson. “This is deci-
sion-making that’s unworthy 
of this body, to be perfectly 
honest. I think we have gotten 
to this place through a variety 
of problems that are on both 
sides and it’s inexcusable to 
get here. This is a mess, and 
this is absolutely horrible de-
cision-making.”

criticism from city councilors, 
with Smedberg accusing the or-
ganization of failing to engage 
properly with all officials and 
for letting the property become 
dilapidated, something ARHA 
CEO Roy Priest said justified 
their demolition.

 “I want to make sure you’re 
a viable organization and we’re 
doing everything that we can 
to make sure that happens,” 
Smedberg said. “This is an im-
portant project — it’s your first 
important project — and there 
was no outreach. We are part of 
that team. I’d like to think we’re 
an important part of that team 

with you and everyone else ... 
we should be briefed or talked 
to, something, anything.”
 Later in the meeting, 
ARHA board chairman Mer-
rick Malone took issue with 
those accusations. He accused 
city councilors and others who 
testified against the propos-
al of “racism and classism,” 

ramseY   FROM | 1



WWW.ALeXtImeS.COm    September 17, 2015 | 11 

Historic preservation 
manager Al Cox gets in 
touch with his spiritual side 
BY chris Teale 

 In the never-ending cycle of 
community meetings, public 
hearings and legislative sessions 
that accompany each newly pro-
posed development, city staffers 
work hard to prepare presenta-
tions, briefings and other infor-
mation to help city councilors 
and planning commissioners 
make decisions.
 This week, historic preser-
vation manager Al Cox recalled 
working through a 10-hour 
public hearing at City Hall last 
Saturday. On Tuesday he was in 
a morning meeting of the wa-
terfront commission and then a 
Historic Alexandria resources 
commission that evening. The 
next day required his atten-
dance at an evening meeting 
of the Board of Architectural 
Review for the Old and Historic 
District, which can last from 7 
p.m. until midnight or later.

 It all can get quite stressful 
and cause great physical strain, 
and with that in mind Cox 
turned to yoga to try not only 
to find some inner peace but 
give himself a physical work-
out and a better understanding 
of how to take care of himself 
during the long discussions.
 “Before [doing yoga], you 
would have a Coke, go into a 
six-hour meeting and obviously 
you’re going to crash in about 
an hour and a half,” he said. 
“You sit there tense or angry or 
whatever; you’re not circulating 
blood, your shoulders are up 
around your ears. You’ve got to 

learn how to breathe. There are 
very simple breathing exercises 
you can do while you’re in a 
council meeting or on the dais 
at a BAR meeting.”
 Cox first took to yoga while 
managing the city department 
of planning and zoning’s field 
office during the construction 
of the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office around the turn of 
the century and the fast-track-
ing of 13 additional buildings 
in Carlyle to kick-start growth 
in the area. He was introduced 
to it at what was then Jungle’s 
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ferry service a “fascinating 
idea,” then joined Smedberg 
in registering her immense 
displeasure at the project.
 “We are not anybody’s 
parking lot,” she said. “Call 
it for what it is.”
 City Councilor Tim 
Lovain, who described him-
self as being a strong advocate 
of ferry service as chairman 
of the Public Ferry Coalition, 
agreed that the parking issue 
was the biggest stumbling 
block for any possible Alexan-
dria commuter ferry route.
 “I would love to see more 
ferry service in the Potomac 
River,” he said. “But these 
parking problems would be a 
killer. With some creativity, 
there can be service to [Joint 
Base Anacostia-Bolling] from 
points in Virginia. But Old 
Town, it’s just not practical.”
 Smedberg was uncon-
vinced by the NVRC’s as-

FerrY             FROM | 5Yoga  FROM | 11

Gym at 305 Hooffs Run Drive 
— now Onelife Fitness — and 
enjoyed it immediately.
 “While I was out [at the USP-
TO], it was a fairly long and ex-
hausting schedule,” Cox said. “I 
started doing yoga there because 
previously we had a very active 
group of us here in the planning 
office that played racketball, and 
I blew out my rotator cuff play-
ing racketball so it was a physi-
cal therapy that a therapist had 
suggested. It’s not as intense, it’s 
a different kind of exercise but 
it’s not just sitting and meditat-
ing, although that is an important 
part of it for some people.”
 When the field office closed, 
Cox returned to City Hall and now 
takes classes at Radiance Yoga 
at the intersection of Prince and 
South Washington streets. Two 
and a half years ago, he decided he 
wanted to understand more about 
the art and took a teacher training 
course at Radiance.
 For six months, Cox spent 
every other weekend in the stu-

dio with 14 fellow students, two 
teachers and their assistants, 
learning not only how to instruct 
classes on poses, but also about 
the philosophy of yoga and other 
aspects like improving your diet 
to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
Having qualified from the 200-
hour course, Cox said he does 
not want to become a teacher 
just yet, but gained a new appre-
ciation for yoga as an art form.
 “One of the things I got out 
of my yoga training was a pro-
found respect for every teacher 
who ever stood up in front of a 
class and tried to lead them for 
an hour and 15 minutes in a 

good flow,” he said. “You have 
to give clear directions, you 
don’t just stand up there and say, 
‘OK, everybody, now we’re go-
ing to do an arm balance.’
 “You have to warm them 
up. The class doesn’t even real-
ize that the various poses that 
you’re doing are leading them 
up to stretching their hamstrings 
so that you can do a certain pose 
or warming your back up so you 
don’t harm it when you’re doing 
a back bend. I’ve done public 
presentations for four years, but 
it’s a whole different deal.”
 As for the future, the 62-year-
old said he is looking forward to 

retirement and has already given 
some thought to teaching yoga in 
retirement communities, while 
some of his fellow classmates are 
considering instruction at mili-
tary bases and for personnel re-
turning from the frontlines with 
post-traumatic stress disorder.
 In the short-term, Cox said 
he has been asked by City Man-
ager Mark Jinks to teach classes 
for staff at City Hall on how to 
reduce stress, something he said 
intrigues him, especially with the 
stress of holidays not far away.
 “[Jinks’ request] certainly 
added to my stress, though that 
wasn’t his intention,” Cox said. 
“I’ve been talking to my teach-
ers and doing some research to 
try and put together some simple 
classes to try and help some of 
the staff cope with the meetings 
that we have to go through and 
sit through and the case work-
load we have here.
 “Our September for BAR 
cases is twice the volume it 
was last September. We have 
one of those hamster-wheel 
workloads here.”

Before [doing yoga], you would have a 
coke, go into a six-hour meeting and 

obviously you’re going to crash in about an 
hour and a half. You sit there tense or angry 
or whatever; you’re not circulating blood, your 
shoulders are up around your ears. You’ve got 
to learn how to breathe. There are very simple 
breathing exercises you can do while you’re in a 
council meeting or on the dais at a Bar meeting.” 

 - al cox, historic preservation manager
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sertion that a large proportion 
of riders would take public 
transit to the King Street 
Metro station and the Alex-
andria Amtrak station before 
then taking a shuttle to the 
waterfront, something he said 
would never be able to cope 
with demand.
 “People would take shuttle 
buses to the Metro or [Virgin-
ia Railway Express] and then 
get off at King Street and then 
there would be a shuttle bus 
— I mean, come on,” he said. 
“What, they’re going to make 
eight stops to get to their final 
destination?”
 In an interview after the 
meeting, NVRC executive di-
rector Mark Gibb denied the 
assertion that city councilors 
and staff were not engaged 
in the process, saying he had 

a constructive meeting with 
City Manager Mark Jinks only 
a few days prior. He did say that 
he shared councilors’ concerns 
about parking.
 “I think they’re exactly 
right,” Gibb said. “If this be-
comes a parking nightmare 
for them, that won’t work. I 
get that. It’s not a problem. We 
need some more study on it. I 
agree with them, it can’t be a 
parking lot for commuters go-
ing across. If there were a lot 
of empty spots, yes, that might 
work, but that’s not the case.”
 Gibb said the possibility of a 
shuttle service to the waterfront 
from the King Street Metro sta-
tion could be practical if done 
properly, especially given how 
successful ferry service has been 
in other cities around the world.
 “We believe that most 
people taking a ferry service 
would be taking public transit 

to get there, but we don’t know 
that for a fact, and I know there 
are some difficulties in getting 
people there by public transit,” 
he said. “Ferry operation has 
worked in some of the busiest 
cities in the world. It certainly 
works in New York and other 
places, but they work because 
you can get there not necessar-
ily just by parking a car there, 
but because you can take some 
sort of transit alternative and 
make that work.”
 At the meeting, Pepper ex-
pressed intense displeasure at 
the way the process has been 
carried out so far, and praised 
the draft letter to NVRC for 
its candor.
 “It doesn’t work for us, 
and I was very pleased with 
this letter,” she said. “What-
ever other letters get sent out, 
I hope this strong language is 
continued.”

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
2015 PERSONAL AND BUSINESS  

PROPERTY TAXES ARE DUE

OCTOBER 5, 2015
Personal property taxes, decal fees and residential parking fees, if applicable, must 
be paid no later than October 5, 2015, to avoid late payment penalty and interest. 
Business property taxes must also be paid by October 5, 2015. Please see the City’s 
website at alexandriava.gov/finance for more information.

A City license decal and residential parking decal, if applicable, were mailed with the per-
sonal property tax bills to most residents. The City license decal should be removed from 
the back of the bill and applied inside the front windshield next to the vehicle inspection 
decal. The residential parking decal should be applied to the driver’s side rear bumper.

Pay by credit card or eCheck on the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/payments. 
Pay in person at City Hall or at any SunTrust Bank Branch located in the City. Per-
sonal property tax payments can also be mailed to City of Alexandria, PO Box 34899, 
Alexandria, VA 22334-0899. Business property tax payments can be mailed to City 
of Alexandria, PO Box 34901, Alexandria, VA 22334-0901. Payments can also be 
made with cash only at approximately 70 Global Express Cash Payment Centers 
located throughout Northern Virginia. For a complete list of the available cash pay-
ment centers, please visit the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/payments. 

For vehicle assessment questions or to receive a tax bill, please email vehicletax@al-
exandriava.gov or call Personal Property at 703.746.3901, option 4. For business as-
sessment questions or to receive a tax bill, please email businesstax@alexandriava.gov 
or call Business Tax at 703.746.3903, option 2. For payment questions, please email 
payments@alexandriava.gov or call the Treasury Division at 703.746.3902, option 8. 

turning back time 

this week in 2005, Issue No. 2:
business Improvement District gains momen-
tum – “Nearly 2 million tourists visited Alexandria last year and 
spent $487 million. Yet despite those lofty numbers, there is an at-
tempt to create a Business Improvement District on King Street to 
help increase revenue and attract more visitors to Alexandria. Rob 
Kaufman, a member of the BID steering committee and a commer-
cial property owner believes this is a great idea. ‘Think of a Business 
Improvement District as kind of a mall manager,” Kaufman said.’”

Whole Foods coming to Old town – “The world’s 
largest retailer of natural and organic foods will soon be planting 
its flag in Old Town. Whole Foods Market is planning to open 
a 45,000-square foot store in October at a new location at 1700 
Duke St.”
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Scuda is a very sweet girl 
who loves a sunny window 
and a good cuddle. She 
would love her own forever 
home where she can be your 
princess and return all the 
love you give her. Email us 
for more information. We 
are open this Saturday and 
Sunday; 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

Special Scuda!

contact@kingstreetcats.org.
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 Ireton had at one stage 
been up 2-0 thanks to a su-
perb individual goal from 
senior forward Joey Faddoul 
in the first half and a second-
half penalty from the same 
player after teammate George 
Mereu was brought down in 
the penalty area. However, 
they were pulled back in the 
space of three minutes by 
the Saints, who saw Logan 
Akey and then Tyler Smith 
slot home to get a share of the 
spoils.
 And while the Cardinals 
maintain their unbeaten streak 
— 3-0-2 at the time of writing 
with an away game at Wash-
ington International School 
on Wednesday afternoon af-
ter the Times’ print deadline 
— they tried to keep a brave 
face amid the disappointment 
of settling for a draw.
 “[The result] is not the end 
all and be all,” said assistant 
coach Zach Bass, standing 
in for suspended head coach 

Jon Norem, who was ejected 
last time out. “It would have 
been great to get that win 
being a [Virginia Indepen-
dent Schools Athletic Asso-
ciation] game and a local ri-
valry. They’re good players; 
they just have to accept that 
they’re good players.”
 During the game, the Car-
dinals looked strong at the 
back against a Saints team 
that looked to attack in warm 
conditions. Ireton’s sopho-
more goalkeeper Garrett 
Haugh made several good 
saves, but there were mo-
ments when the bounce of the 
ball or a slight error nearly let 
their opponents in for anoth-
er opportunity. Bass said it 
is something that starts with 
the midfield, and that they 
must work hard alongside 
their teammates in defense to 
minimize mistakes.
 “Our guys in the back do 
such a good job, and I think 
to give them a break is just 

getting our midfield a little 
more pressure on the ball so 
they’re not having to defend 
for 80 minutes because that’s 
not fair to them,” he said. 
“They’re pretty stout in the 
back, but it’s really about try-
ing to clog up the center for 
teams and not let them get 
those little balls that squirt 
through.”
 Up front, while Faddoul 
had two goals, the Cardinals 
had several more chances to 
put the game out of reach but 
could not take them. Bass 
said with continued hard 
work on the training field, 
the confidence of putting the 
ball in the net will follow. 
He is adamant they have the 
character to succeed. 
 “Seeing these guys, 
they’re a really good group 
of kids,” Bass said. “They’re 
really good-hearted kids that 
will work hard for one an-

sporTs

Plenty of work still to do
Ireton boys soccer  
looks to push on after  
unbeaten start
BY chris Teale 

     

 The disappointment was 
apparent as the final whistle 
blew Tuesday afternoon and 
the Bishop Ireton boys soc-
cer team was held to a 2-2 tie 
at home against local rivals 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes, 
even as the Cardinals main-
tained their unbeaten start to 
the season.

PHOTO/CHris Teale
Ireton defender Jack Dyke controls the ball under pressure from Saints midfielder Jordan Wiley. The Cardinals 
and Saints played out a 2-2 draw Tuesday at Witter Field.

SEE ireTon | 15

 
JUNIOR OR SENIOR  

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
in the CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

VAN FLEET 2015  
$1,000 SCHOLARSHIP*

competition is about to begin!
The “Van Fleet for Alexandria Council” campaign  
is sponsoring a scholarship program open to all  

Junior or Senior High School Students (11th & 12th 
Grade) who are residents of the City of Alexandria. 

The program will enable participants to learn:
•	what	is	involved	in	running	for	office,	
•	 the	issues	currently	facing	Alexandria	City	government,	
•	 the	electoral	process,	and	
•	 the	importance	of	voting.	

Application requirements:
•	Participants	will	work	on	the	campaign	a	minimum	of	 

4	hours	a	week	from	September	18	–	October	25,	2015.
•	Each	student	will	write	a	4	page	essay	on	his/her	experience.	

More details will be provided at the required kickoff Ceremony 
	at	the	Chinquapin	Recreation	Center	at	3210	King	St.	on	 

Friday, September 18, 2015, from 6-8PM. 
A parent or guardian must accompany the  
Student to co-sign the application form. 

* the second & third place winners will each receive  
$500 scholarships for higher education.
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   218 E. HowEll AvE.
      Sept 20, 2015 | 1 – 4pm 
          $100 gift card drawing for Del Ray Café          

•	Beautiful	5	Bedroom	3.5	baths
•	2	car	off-street	parking		
•	Hardwood	floors,	handsome	woodwork		
	 and	moldings
•	Open	concept	with	gourmet	kitchen	and		
	 family	room
•	Butler’s	pantry	with	built	in	home	office
•	Finished	basement	-	wet	bar	and		
	 beverage	center
•	Wine	cellar/additional	storage
•	Built	in	2005	
$1,249,000

Open 
HOuse

Beautiful	Home	in	Del	Ray	–	Steps	from	Restaurants,	Shops	and	Metro

@home real estate: 111 S. Alfred St.  
Alexandria, VA 22314  
 703-791-1167

Go to www.ondcp.gov/prescriptiondrugs 

    Spread the Word  . . .  One Pill Can Kill 

PRESCRIPTION FOR DANGER 
 

Drop off medications on September 26 from 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 Changes in mood  
 Changes in sleeping  
 Curfew violations 
 Drug paraphernalia 
 Lack of grooming 
 Loss of appetite 
 Low energy 
 Missing work/school 
 Slurred speech 
 Unexplained weight 

loss/gain 
 Temper outbursts 

SIGNS OF  
PRESCRIPTION  
DRUG ABUSE 

 Many people believe prescription drugs are safer than       
illegal drugs because a doctor prescribed them—they’re not. 

 More people die accidentally from prescription drugs each 
year than all types of illegal drugs combined.  

 Combining pain killers or anti-anxiety drugs with alcohol 
multiplies the effect--your heart or breathing can stop.  

 Drug-induced deaths now exceed deaths from motor        
vehicle accidents in more than 17 states.  

 Most kids who abuse prescription drugs report they get 
them from their home medicine cabinets or from friends.  

 

 
 Abnormal pupil size 
 Agitation 
 Convulsions 
 Delusions 
 Paranoid behavior 
 Difficulty breathing 
 Drowsiness 
 Hallucinations 
 Nausea and vomiting 

 

Suspect Overdose? Call 911. 

 
Alexandria Police  

3600 Wheeler  
Avenue 

Del Ray Pharmacy  
2204 Mt Vernon Avenue 

First Baptist Church 
2932 King St 

Properly Dispose of  
Medications   

September 26 
10 a.m.—2 p.m.! 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 SYMPTOMS OF PRESCRIPTION DRUG OVERDOSE  

Suspect Problems? 
Call 1-800-662-HELP (4357) 

 Non-reactive pupils 
 Staggering or unsteady gait 
 Sweating or extremely dry, 

hot skin 
 Tremors 
 Unconsciousness 
 Violent or aggressive behavior 

other, and some of the guys 
as they’re gotten older we 
see their leadership roles and 
they’re wanting to take on a 
little bit more and step up.”
 Even after the disappoint-
ment of giving up a two-goal 
lead to one of their big local 
rivals, Bass said that Ireton 
needs to keep believing in 
themselves and their abili-
ties, especially after such a 
strong showing in the 2014 
season when they reached the 
semifinals of the Washington 
Catholic Athletic Conference 
tournament and the second 
round of the VISAA state 
tournament.
 Bass said his players just 
need to raise their expec-
tations and the goals will 
come.
 “They’re technically good 
players, they work for one an-
other and they’re capable of 
doing even better than what 
we did last year if they want,” 
Bass said.    
 Having lost in the WCAC 
semifinals to DeMatha and 
to Paul VI in the state tour-
nament last season, the Car-
dinals’ next challenge is to 
try and better those post-
season performances. With 
their unbeaten record still 
intact and a strong schedule 

this year, Bass believes they 
are not far away from com-
peting with the very best in 
the region.
 “I think the WCAC is a lot 
more wide open than may-
be it’s ever been and if you 
show up on any given day 
you can really progress fur-
ther in that tournament,” he 
said. “Then against another 
VISAA team, Flint Hill last 
week [a 1-1 tie], I don’t think 
you would say there was too 
much difference in either 
of us. It’s all on those guys 
working hard.”

ireTon  FROM | 14

PHOTO/CHris Teale

Cardinals forward Joey Faddoul controls the ball as McLean Fonvielle of 
Saints defends. Faddoul had two goals for Ireton in the 2-2 tie with SSSAS.

“They’re 
really good-

hearted kids that 
will work hard for 
one another, 
and some of the 
guys as they’re  
gotten older we see 
their leadership 
roles and they’re 
wanting to take 
on a little bit more 
and step up.” 

– Zach Bass
assistant coach,  

Bishop ireton boys 
soccer
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‘the Visit’ is yet another 
poor found-footage flick 

BY richard roeper

 My heart sank about five 
minutes into “The Visit,” when it 
became clear the entire film was 
going to be yet another “found 
footage” movie, seen through 
the lenses of characters who 
keep the cameras going even 
when their lives are in danger.
 My heart sank about five 
minutes deeper into “The Visit,” 
when a single mother sent her 
two children to spend a week 
with her estranged parents. Not 
only is it a dubious decision on 
mom’s part, her failure to do 
a particular thing any parent 
would do in that situation is a 
huge tipoff to a potential big 
twist coming late in the story.
 My heart sank once again 
when a precocious 13-year-old 
boy with long blond hair and a 
lisp started rapping, and kept on 
rapping. Spoiler alert: The kid 
raps twice more before we’re 
released from this ordeal.
 “The Visit” has been touted 
as a comeback for M. Night 
Shyamalan, who once upon the 
time was one of the finest young 
filmmakers in the world, gifting 
us with original, exciting mov-
ies such as “The Sixth Sense,” 
“Signs” and “Unbreakable.”
 Alas, it’s a dopey, only mild-
ly chilling, uneasy mix of hor-
ror and dark comedy, scoring 
few points in either category.
 You know that moment in 
just about every scary movie 
when you want to scream at 
the characters, “Just get out of 
the house and run!” This is the 
grand champion of those films.
 Kathryn Hahn plays Paula, 
whose life is something of a train 
wreck. She married her high 
school teacher right after gradu-
ation, had a huge fight with her 
parents and never spoke to them 
again, and had two children with 
her husband, who then up and 
left her and the kids for some 

girl he met at a Starbucks. We 
learn Paula has tried medication, 
therapy, other relationships — 
but she’s still deeply unhappy.
 Now daughter Rebecca (Ol-
ivia DeJonge) is 15, son and 
aforementioned wannabe rapper 
Tyler (Ed Oxenbould) is 13 — 
and Paula’s parents have found 
her on Facebook and invited the 
grandchildren to spend a week 
on their farmhouse in Pennsyl-
vania, which sits on one of those 
Scary Movie streets where if 
neighbors exist, we never see or 
hear from them.

 
 
 

What could go wrong?
 Rebecca is making a docu-
mentary about the trip, so we 
get to experience nearly the 
entire movie through her shaky 
little lens work. Oh joy. She 
gives Tyler a camera, the better 
for Shyamalan to give us two 
viewpoints in many scenes.
 Deanna Dunagan is Grand-
ma Doris and Peter McRobbie 
is “Pop-Pop” John, and from 
the get-go something seems just 
a little … off about these two. 
Maybe it’s Grandma’s habit of 
projectile vomiting at night, sit-
ting in a rocking chair facing 
the wall and cackling wildly or 
asking Rebecca to crawl inside 

the oven to give it a good clean-
ing. Maybe it’s Pop-Pop’s habit 
of dressing up for a “costume 
party,” only to realize that party 
was years ago, or his mysterious 
doings in the shed, or his warn-
ings to the children to stay put in 
their bedroom every night after 
9:30 p.m.
 Their idiot mother Skypes 
with them and says this is what 
happens when you’re old — you 
forget things and you act a little 
weird. Rebecca, supposedly 
such a bright young kid, tells her 
brother the same thing. No big-
gie. When people get old, they 
get weird. It doesn’t mean we 
should be afraid of them.

 Are you kidding me?
 We get the obligatory 
friendly supporting characters 
that show up at the house unan-
nounced. We get the classic “got-
cha” sting when a character will 
suddenly leap into frame and 
give us a genuine if contrived 
scare. We get a basement, and 
we get a character that has ac-
cumulated so much information 
it would be nearly suicidal to go 
into that basement, and what do 
you think that character does?
 Olivia DeJonge does capable 
work as Rebecca, but she’s stuck 
playing a character that alter-
nates between talking like a pre-
tentious little film student and 
making incredibly dumb deci-
sions. Ed Oxenbould fares worse 
playing a kid who’s germapho-
bic, is prone to literally freezing 
in place when the pressure’s on, 
is a terrible rapper — and thinks 
it’s funny to say the names of 
young female pop singers in-
stead of swearing. (“When I stub 
my toe, I’ll just say ‘Shakira,’” 
he explains to his sister.)
 The old folks are a hoot, 
with McRobbie particularly 

entertaining as Pop-Pop, who 
has a maniacal interest in play-
ing Yahtzee and claims he’s a 
Grandmaster at the game. OK.
 I loved Shyamalan’s first 
movies. I greatly admired Shya-
malan’s talent for creating mod-
ern fables. He had become one of 
those “event” directors — each 
new release felt like something 
you just couldn’t afford to miss.
 Even when Shyamalan 
seemed to be losing the touch, 
with films such as “The Village,” 
“Lady in the Water” and “The 
Happening” receiving mostly 
negative reviews, I was staying 
with him. Granted, these films 
were nowhere near the instant-
classic level of his early work, but 
there was still some creativity in 
every story, still a lot of risk-tak-
ing from Shyamalan.
 Then came the real stum-
bles. The less said about the 
likes of “After Earth” and “The 
Last Airbender,” the better.
 It would have been such a 
pleasure to report “The Visit” 
is indeed a return to form for 
Shyamalan.
 Unfortunately, Night falls.

scene around Town

Don’t visit M. Night Shyamalan’s latest

PHOTOs/UNiVersal PiCTUres
Olivia DeJonge (above) stars in “The Visit,” M. Night Shyamalan’s com-
edy horror film, which follows two children as they prepare for a visit 
to their grandparents. The pair make a documentary about their trip, 
but encounter some strange goings-on at their isolated farmhouse and 
some odd behavior exhibited by their older relatives.
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september 17

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The 
second of two sessions in which adults 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Regis-
tration is free, but space is limited to 
20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov 
or www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

MEDICAL HEROISM DURING 
THE CIVIL WAR Inspired by the 
PBS mini-series “Mercy Street,” 
Thomas Schultz discusses hospi-
tal workers in Alexandria and the 
medical and social struggles they 
encountered.

Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Athenaeum,  
201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

september 19-20

KING STREET ART FESTIVAL 
The 13th annual outdoor art festival 
featuring multiple art vendors with over 
6 blocks of artwork by more than 200 
artists from the U.S. and abroad.
Time: Saturday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Location: King Street from Union to 
Washington streets
Information: 561-746-6615 or 
www.artfestival.com

SCOTTISH HERITAGE WEEK-
END Enjoy some Scottish fun, 
Outlander-style. Listen to discussions 
of dress, highland dance and Celtic 
music, including pipes and drums. 
Advance reservations required.
Time: Saturday 10 a.m.to 2:15 p.m., 
Sunday 11 a.m.
Location: Carlyle House Historic 
Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997 or  
www.carlylehouse.org

COLONIAL MARKET & FAIR 
The annual Colonial Market & Fair 
at Mount Vernon features dozens of 
America’s finest craftspeople and 
family fun. Fifty colonial-attired arti-
sans will demonstrate 18th-century 
crafts and sell traditional wares such 
as baskets, woodcarvings, tin and 
ironwork, leatherworkings, weav-
ings, furniture and much more, with 
military drills overseen by “General 
Washington.” 
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location:  George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Hwy., 
Information: 703-780-2000 or www.
mountvernon.org

september 19

CARING FOR THE CARE-
GIVER WORKSHOP Is a family 
member or friend taking care of a 
loved one? Would you like to offer 
help but are unsure what to do? 
Please join Dr. Beverly Faragasso, an 
experienced caregiver, as she helps 
you to figure out how to support a 
caregiver in your life.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

DEL RAY RESIDENTIAL ARCHI-
TECTURE CONFERENCE Get an 
in-depth look at the history of residen-
tial architecture in Del Ray, see the 
newly released Del Ray Neighborhood 
Residential Architecture Pattern Book, 
learn how to research the history of 
your house and how to apply for resi-
dential tax credits and get the latest 
on the plaque program. 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Community 
School auditorium, 2601 Common-
wealth Ave.
Information: www.delraycitizens.
org/2015-residential-architecture-
conference/

september 20

JAZZ AT MEADE Jazz saxophon-
ist Marshall Keys headlines Jazz at 
Meade, having been the recipient of 
a National Endowment for the Arts 
grant. Donation is $15.
Time: 4 to 6 p.m.
Location: Meade Memorial Episco-
pal Church, 322 N. Alfred St.
Information: www.meadechurch.
org/ministries/jazz_at_meade

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

Laughing Stock                                                           9/5 - 9/26

A play within a play! Laughing Stock gives 
audiences a backstage look at a ragtag troupe 
of actors and their backstage mischief as they 
attempt to stage three repertory productions. 
Hamlet, Charley’s Aunt, and 
Dracula have never been 
performed like this! This 
show is a hectic and hilarious 
testament to theaters every-
where that never seem to 
have enough time, staff, 
money, or talent to pull off 
the show, but in the end,  
the show must go on!! 

Coming soon

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

( 7 0 3 )  5 4 8 - 0 8 8 5  
w w w . a l e x s y m . o r g

S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  3  a t  8 p m
R a c h e l  M .  S c h l e s i n g e r  C e n t e r

$ 5  Y o u t h  •  $ 2 0 - 8 0  A d u l t

F e a t u r i n g  s y m p h o n i c  w o r k s  b y  H o l s t ,  
W a g n e r  a n d  f i l m  m u s i c  b y  J o h n  W i l l i a m s

N e w  S u b s c r i p t i o n s  s t a r t  a t  $ 4 8 !
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BY marY g. pepiTone 
 The foyer of a home is a first 
impression and a nonverbal 
welcome to houseguests. Af-
ter walking through a home’s 
front door, the entryway space 
should make a statement about 
what lies inside, says Mary 
Carol Garrity, author, design-
er and owner of Nell Hill’s, a 
home furnishings store located 
in the Kansas City area.
 “The way a foyer looks can 
set the tone for the rest of the 
home,” Garrity says. “Wheth-
er the foyer is a grand entry or 
a smaller space, it should en-
tice you to come in.”
 The key to a fabulous foyer 
starts at the front door. “Peo-
ple will wait at the front door 
before entering, and when the 
door opens, there should be an 

element of excitement,” Gar-
rity says. “Don’t be afraid to 
make a statement at the front 
door with a wreath, bold door-
knocker or paint color, and 
treat it as a foreshadowing of 
the foyer.”
 Even the best-dressed en-
tryway will look tired with a 
dingy door. So, if the welcome 
has been worn out on your 
home’s front door, it might be 
time for an upgrade. 
 Replacing an old door 
with a new, energy-efficient 
one usually involves the in-
stallation of an entire door 
unit. This includes the posts 
or jambs (the vertical parts 
of the doorframe); the head 
(the upper horizontal part of 

at home

SEE FoYer | 19

Entre-View

PHOTO/CaliFOrNia ClOseTs 
Guests should be falling head-over-heels for decorative entryway elements, not tripping over a trail of items tracked 
and stacked inside the foyer. Utilizing lost storage space under a staircase keeps a foyer clean and clutter-free.

 In the heart of historic Old 
Town, this elegant brick town-
home comes with four bed-
rooms, 3.5 bathrooms, three 
fireplaces and more than 2,400 
square feet of living space. 
There are quality finishes with 
attention to detail throughout, 
including dentil moldings, wain-
scoting, hardwood floors and 
updated bathrooms. 
 The renovated gourmet 
kitchen features 42-inch cher-
ry cabinets, a granite break-
fast bar and counters and 
stainless steel appliances. The 
adjoining family room has a 
gas fireplace and French doors 
that lead to a walled garden 
with brick patio. 

 Upstairs, the fabulous master 
suite has vaulted ceilings, a walk-
in closet, luxury bathroom and a 
Juliet balcony. This is a beauti-

fully updated home just one block 
from the Potomac River and Lee 
Street Park in the desirable south-
east quadrant of the city.

home oF The weeK

At a Glance:
Location: 407 South Union St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314
price: $1,190,000
year built: 1978 
Levels: 4

bedrooms: 4

bathrooms: 3.5

Contact: Christine Garner,  
Weichert Realtors Old Town, 703-587-4855,   
www.christinegarner.com 

Water, parks & Shops ... Oh my!

PHOTOs/Ds CreaTiVe 
This beautiful townhome is in the heart of Old Town, just a block 
from the Potomac River and Lee Street Park. Inside, the beautiful 
and spacious family room is ideal for entertaining or relaxing.
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the doorframe); and the sill or 
threshold (the lower horizontal 
part of the frame), which is in-
stalled into the opening.
 It’s also easy to let light 
shine into your foyer with 
decorative glass door options 
that can be beveled or etched. 
Sidelights — glass panels on 
either side of a front door — or 
a transom window above the 
door create entryway appeal 
and encourage sunshine, not 
scrutiny, from the street.
 Garrity views the foyer as 
a prime piece of decorative 
real estate, which starts on the 
entry-level floor. “The floor-
ing is part of the decorative 
element of a foyer,” she says. 
“Some people might have an 
intricate parquet wood floor-
ing laid, while others might put 
down a beautiful rug.”

 Guests should be falling 
head-over-heels for decora-
tive entryway elements, not 
tripping over a trail of items 
tracked and stacked inside the 
foyer. “Have a place to stow 
shoes and other things fam-
ily members bring inside,” 
Garrity says. “You don’t want 
people tripping over things. It 
should be a clutter-free zone.”
 Paint is the easiest way 
to bring color and life into a 
space. A foyer can become 
instantly cool with a shade of 
blue or warm with a deep, rich 
red on the wall. “Some people 
keep the walls a neutral color 
to serve as a backdrop to art-
work hung in the foyer,” Gar-
rity says. “Depending on its 
configuration, you can also 
create a focal point in your 
foyer by hanging a beautiful 
wallpaper on just one wall.”
 A foyer’s design can often 

FoYer            FROM | 18 be taken to the next level by 
extending decorative elements 
to a home’s staircase, which is 
often seen from the entryway 
in a multi-level house. 
 “The artwork hung in a 
home can begin in the foyer and 
continue up the wall by a stair-
case,” Garrity says. “A stairway 
in view from the foyer is just a 

naturally dramatic design ele-
ment, so use the flat newel post 
at the bottom of a staircase as a 
place to put a tray with a bou-
quet of flowers.”
 A foyer’s furnishings 
should be spare and chosen 
with care. “You don’t want a 
lot of furniture in the foyer, 
but there are some pieces you 

need,” Garrity says. “Depend-
ing on the foyer space, it’s 
great if you can have a console 
table and a couple of chairs, 
or a bench to sit on or place a 
visitor’s coat or purse. A wall 
mirror enlarges the space, but 
it’s also great to catch one last 

PHOTO/Pella WiNDOWs aND DOOrs 
It’s easy to let light shine into your foyer with decorative glass door op-
tions that are beveled or etched. Sidelights — glass panels on either 
side of a front door — or a transom window above the door create en-
tryway appeal and encourage sunshine, not scrutiny, from the street.

SEE FoYer | 21
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mcKenna  FROM | 9

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

in April. The condition is said to 
be one where a person with men-
tal illness or who is on drugs be-
comes so anxious that their heart 
suddenly gives out. People in the 
grip of the condition are said to 
have extraordinary strength.
 “[She] was…pushing us up 

almost like doing a push-up and 
she was actually pressing four of 
us up off the ground which was 
astonishing,” Deputy and SERT 
member Adam Henry is quoted 
as saying in the report.
 The report also does not 
explain why a total of approxi-
mately 11 minutes and 34 sec-
onds elapsed from the first medi-

cal staff evaluation of McKenna 
to the call for rescue when she 
was found to be unresponsive, 
and does not go into detail on 
why the unarmed staff and se-
curity at Mount Vernon Hospital 
were able to restrain her in Janu-
ary without needing to use force.
 A federal investigation into 
McKenna’s death is ongoing.

 Patricia Sandra Winter-
bauer (nee Ayres), a pioneer 
developer of computer ap-
plications and a long-time 
resident of Alexandria, passed 
away on August 11 at the age 
of 77 from  complications of 
Parkinson’s disease. 
 She was born March 3, 
1938, in Philadelphia, grew 
up in Wellesley Hills, Mass., 
and graduated from Wellesley 
High School in 1955, where she 
excelled in mathematics. Ms. 
Winterbauer enrolled in Wil-
liam & Mary College intend-
ing to major in mathematics, 
but only males were permitted 
to do so at the time. As a result, 
she chose to major in French. 
After two years, she moved to 
San Diego as a data analyst at 
Convair Astronautics, later re-
named General Dynamics As-
tronautics, the  builder of Atlas 
missiles. While there, her inter-
est turned to data processing, a 
task then done manually. 
 By learning the evolv-
ing computer language, she 
increased the speed of data 
calibration for sensors used on 
the Atlas missiles. In the early 
1960s she enrolled in San Di-
ego State College where she en-
gaged in computer science and 
obtained a B.A. in mathematics 
with distinction. She then was 
hired, notably the only female, 
in the mathematics depart-
ment of the Navy Electronics 
Laboratory, where she devel-
oped computer programs while 
completing course work for her 
Master’s degree. She became an 
accomplished micro-program-
mer versed in the internal lan-
guage of computers, enabling 
her to develop programs faster 
than the more advanced com-
puter languages, such as FOR-

TRAN. She later was hired by 
Science Applications Inc. and 
applied her skills to processing 
sonar array data. She moved 
from San Diego to Alexandria 
in the 1990s and continued to 
work for Science Applications 
until she retired. 
 In addition to her love of 
mathematics and computers, 
Ms. Winterbauer advanced 
to masters level at duplicate 
bridge competitions, was a 
proficient piano player, fre-
quented jazz performances, 
and, in keeping with her pas-
sion for the natural world, she 
was a dedicated bird-watcher. 
 Patricia is lovingly remem-
bered by her niece, Cynthia 
Montgomery of Marietta, Ga.; 
nephew, Jeff Montgomery of 
Atlanta; cousins, Jane Ward 
and Lynda Livingston of Seat-
tle, Susan Frans of Show Low, 
Ariz.; brother-in-law, Robert 
Montgomery of Bradenton 
Fla.; childhood friend, Joanie 
Britt of Alexandria; and for-
mer husband and friend, Char-
ley Winterbauer, of Wilming-
ton, N.C. 
 The family will hold memo-
rial services later this fall. Me-
morial donations may be made 
to the Audubon Society. Ar-
rangements by Money & King 
Funeral Home, Vienna, Va.

Patricia Winterbauer
in memoriam

Obituary POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are charged through the 
funeral home on a per-word basis comparable to the 
space rate offered to nonprofit advertisers. 
Deadlines are the Monday prior to the issue date.  
Call 703.739.0001 for details.

Patricia Sandra Winterbauer
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www.actionalexandria.org/fallintogiving

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
TO

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Help 39 local nonprofits get a 
 jump start on their wish lists! 

An ACT for Alexandria Initiative

september 22
HOMESCHOOL DAY:  
FIREFIGHTING TECHNOLOGY 
See how fire-fighting technology 
has evolved and test the scientific 
concepts behind how the historic 
equipment worked. Features the 
1851 Suction Engine. Limited space 
available. Designed for family groups, 
recommended for ages 6 and up.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: www.shop.alexan-
driava.gov

september 23

FORGET PERFECT Join ADHD 
coach Abigail Wurf as she shares her 
methods for living a successful life if 
you have ADHD or just feel like you 
do. Admission is free.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or  
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

THE CAMPAGNA CENTER 
OKTOBERFEST An annual event 
to benefit The Campagna Center’s 
New Neighbors Program and the 
many contributions it makes to adult 
refugees and immigrants who strive 
to improve their English skills. 
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Port City Brewing Com-
pany, 3950 Wheeler Ave.
Information: www.campagnacenter.
org/events/new-neighbors-oktoberfest

september 24-27

OLD TOWN BOUTIQUE DIS-
TRICT SCAVENGER HUNT To 
celebrate its anniversary, the Old Town 
Boutique District will hold its eighth 
annual scavenger hunt. Visit all of the 
Old Town Boutique District stores, get 
your passport stamped and enter for a 
chance to win big prizes.
Time: During regular store hours
Location: Boutiques throughout 
Alexandria
Information: www.oldtownboutique-
district.com

september 26

HISTORIC HOMES TOUR  
For the 74th annual Historic Alexandria 
Homes Tour, the public can step inside 
and get a glimpse of six gorgeous homes 
and gardens in Old Town Alexandria, all 
within walking distance of one another. 
Tickets are $35 each in advance.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: 703-823-1273 or  
www.thetwig.org/homes-tour

SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE 
MUSEUM DAY LIVE! In the spirit 
of the Smithsonian museums, which of-
fer free admission every day, Museum 
Day Live! is an annual event hosted by 
Smithsonian Magazine in which par-
ticipating museums across the country 
open their doors to anyone presenting a 
Museum Day Live! ticket for free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

SEAPORT DAY Hosted by the 
Alexandria Seaport Foundation, the 
maritime festival includes a variety of 
live music, a chowder cook off, food 
samplings from new neighbors and a 
great selection of wine and beer.
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 0 Prince St.
Information: www.alexandriasea-
port.org

september 27

NORTHERN ALEXANDRIA 
NATIVE PLANT SALE The largest 
native plant sale in the D.C. metro-
politan area hosts 15 vendors from 
four states selling native perennials, 
shrubs and trees for sun or shade.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: The Church of St. Clement, 
1701 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 571-232-0375 or  
www.northernalexandrianativeplant-
sale.org

PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON Hear President 
James Madison discuss events as 
they unfolded in his time in honor of 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
Public questions and opinions related 

to the salon topics are welcome and 
encouraged.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 

september 28

AGING GRACEFULLY IN 
ALEXANDRIA Hear Alan Dubow, 
Terri Lynch and Dan Cinelli discuss 
whether Alexandria has enough 
resources to allow citizens to age 
successfully in the city, or whether 
the elderly will be forced to leave.
Time: 6:15 p.m. reception,  
6:45 p.m. buffet dinner
Location: The Hermitage, 5000 
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: www.agendaalexan-
dria.org

september 29

UCM BENEFIT NIGHT All are 
welcome to enjoy an evening at Port City 
Brewing Company, where a percentage 
of sales will be donated to benefit UCM’s 
“Heart To Heart” campaign to help 
neighbors in need. Tours and tastings 
are available, plus the regular menu and 
the food truck. No advance reservations 
or tickets required.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Port City Brewing Com-
pany, 3950 Wheeler Ave.
Information: www.ucmagency.org/
events/benefit-night-at-port-city-brew-
ing-company-sept-29

FALL WINE FESTIVAL &  
SUNSET TOUR Enjoy live blues 
and tours of Mount Vernon’s base-
ment where George Washington 
stored his wine, plus spectacular 
views of the Potomac River while sam-
pling wine from 17 Virginia wineries. 
Visitors learn about the successes 
and failures of our Founding Father’s 
wine endeavors and meet “George 
and Martha Washington” on the man-
sion’s piazza.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Hwy.
Information: 703-780-2000 or www.
mountvernon.org
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Bailey ~
Hoping for a human with a welcoming lap  

to share, 2 year old Bailey is  
a world-class snuggler.

Not aloof as some cats are, Bailey loves people,  
and is hoping for one of his own.

FOR MORE INFO ON THE ADOPTABLE CATS 
OF ALEXANDRIA, PLEASE VISIT www.

ALEXANDRIAANIMALS.ORg  
OR PHONE 703-746-4774.

THANK YOU

glimpse of yourself before you 
head out the door.”
 The type of furniture used 
in your foyer should reflect your 
personal taste, which can be for-
mal or fun. It can also be a com-
bination of both. “In decorat-
ing, not everything has to be all 
matchy-matchy,” Garrity says. 
“Have pieces you love in your 
home and it will be a reflection 
of your personal sense of style.”
 A bright tip to set the mood 
in the foyer is to pay attention to 

the light fixtures. Whether you’re 
hanging a vintage chandelier or a 
modernly sleek, colorful pendant 
from the ceiling, Garrity says it’s 
important to also have accent 
lighting. “Burning candles not 
only cast a pretty glow, they also 
makes the space smell good,” she 
says. “I also like having a lamp 
on a foyer table and always leav-
ing the light on for guests.”

FoYer  FROM | 19

PHOTO/BOB GreeNsPaN
A foyer’s design can often be tak-
en to the next level by extending 
decorative elements to a home’s 
staircase.
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our View Opinion
 It’s distressing when cherished policies or principles clash. 
At the national level in recent years, the right to religious liberty 
has conflicted with non-discrimination laws. Similarly, the right 
to privacy has jutted against national security interests. Some-
times such situations pit one interest group against another. Oth-
er times, individuals feel torn because they support both sides.
 We are facing such a collision in Alexandria between the 
issues of historic preservation and affordable housing — both 
stated priorities of our city and its officials. The vehicle for this 
collision is the 15-unit Ramsey Homes property.
 Built during World War II to house black defense workers, 
Ramsey lies in the Parker-Gray Historic District near other his-
torically significant buildings. It has been allowed to fall into dis-
repair by its owner, the Alexandria Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority, which now wants to raze the homes in favor of a 53-
unit building that would be dedicated to affordable housing.
 The Parker-Gray Board of Architectural Review voted unani-
mously to deny ARHA’s application to demolish Ramsey, citing 
its historic importance, but that decision was overturned last Sat-
urday by city council in a 5-2 vote. Council remarkably voted 
to allow demolition despite ARHA’s questionable conduct during 
the process and notwithstanding the lack of a concrete site plan.
 We think ARHA’s behavior has been inexcusable and find 
council’s to be questionable.
 At the council meeting, ARHA CEO Roy Priest incredibly 
used his organization’s own failing — Ramsey’s dilapidation — 
as an argument for demolition. ARHA’s board chairman Mer-
rick Malone resorted to juvenile name-calling when councilors 
spoke against demolition. In a remarkable exhibition of illogic, 
Malone argued that those who sought to preserve Ramsey be-
cause of its historic significance to the black community were 
displaying “racism and classism.”
 Council’s final action was hardly better. Why do boards and 
commissions exist in Alexandria, given that their votes and rec-
ommendations are so frequently disregarded by city council? It 
should mean something when a board votes unanimously for 
or against something, as the Parker-Gray BAR did in its united 
vote against Ramsey demolition. 
 We also find it surprising that council approved Ramsey’s 
demolition with such a sketchy forward plan, given ARHA’s 
poor performance to date on this project. Why didn’t it instead 
send ARHA back to the drawing board with instructions to de-
velop a compromise plan that both historic preservationists and 
affordable housing advocates could live with?
 Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg was correct in calling the im-
perative to choose between affordable housing and historic pres-
ervation a “false choice.” And city councilors Tim Lovain and Del 
Pepper were on the right track in telling ARHA to develop a site 
plan that preserves half of the historic buildings in the redevelop-
ment process. Before council voted to approve demolition, ARHA 
did agree to delay the tear down until after the site plan is approved 
by the BAR, the planning commission and city council. 
 Let’s hope that ARHA can come up with an acceptable site 
plan that enables the architectural and cultural significance of 
the Ramsey homes to remain a part of Alexandria’s history, 
while also adding greatly needed affordable housing units to the 
city’s stock. Hopefully this either/or situation turns into a win/
win outcome.

When priorities clash, we 
must seek the middle ground

Your Views

A chance at two-party democracy
To the editor:
 When I moved to Al-
exandria in 1957, the Byrd 
organization controlled ev-
erything from villages, city 
council and county boards 
all the way to Richmond. It 
ruled with an iron fist. When 
I went to register to vote 
at City Hall in 1957, I was 
given a blank piece of paper, 
asked to explain a provision 
of the Virginia Constitution 
and pay a poll tax.
 “Massive Resistance” 
was the state policy: close 
any public school to which 
a black child might be as-
signed. In 1969, Linwood 
Holton was elected the first 
Republican governor of Vir-
ginia since Reconstruction 
on a platform to keep our 
schools open. On the day 
of his inauguration in Janu-
ary 1970, his first executive 
order was to end discrimi-
nation in state employment 

and, holding the hand of his 
daughter, enrolled her at the 
school in the neighborhood 
of the Governor’s Mansion, 
with a predominantly black 
enrollment.
 In May 1967, the first 
Republican was elected to 
the Alexandria City Coun-
cil. In the ensuing elections, 
the “dream” council of three 
Democrats, three Republi-
cans and one Independent 
was elected. The process 
of governing opened up; 
new ideas were vigorously 
debated, and diversity of 
experience and perspective 
enriched local discussion 
and action.
 Then, in June 2009, the 
lame duck city council, 
with two councilors who 
were defeated the previous 
month, voted to change the 
council election from May 
to November, with the first 
such election to take place 

in 2012 during the presiden-
tial election. Of course, the 
presidential race dominated 
the media. Local issues and 
concerns drew little atten-
tion. Voters came to vote for 
president and many without 
knowledge or forethought 
simply voted the sample bal-
lot. The city council returned 
to one-party rule.
 In November 2015, we 
have only local elections. 
We have the opportunity to 
return to electing city coun-
cilors on their merits. The 
candidates will have the full 
attention of the electorate. 
Open and energetic debate, 
with diversity of ideas re-
flective of the interest and 
wishes of the citizens of our 
city can return. It takes at 
least four votes on council to 
make a change in direction.
- Carlyle C. “Connie” Ring, Jr. 
Former school board member

Former city councilor

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson
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To the editor:
 When a fire chief pro-
poses a major restructur-
ing of a department, it 
is often in response to a 
problem. A decade ago, af-
ter years of embarrassing 
and dangerous mistakes, 
D.C.’s fire department 
made sweeping changes 
to its emergency medical 
services system. But those 
changes failed to address 
the department’s true un-
derlying problems and, 
as a result, it continues to 
make headlines today.
 Now, Alexandria Fire 
Chief Robert Dubé wants 
to make some of those same 
changes here in Alexandria. 
He has proposed eliminat-
ing the positions of dedi-
cated single-role paramed-
ics, replacing them instead 
with paramedics who also 
are trained as firefighters. 
He also wants to decrease 
the number of these highly-
trained medical providers 
on ambulances, in order to 

place them on fire engines.
 The question that Al-
exandria residents and city 
officials must ask is why. 
What is wrong with the 
city’s current EMS system? 
 Dubé has yet to provide 
a satisfactory answer to this 
question. The arguments he 
has made for changing the 
system — to look more like 
the models in neighboring 
jurisdictions — do not hold 
up when compared to the 
evidence. Dubé has instead 
proposed a system based on 
outdated practices and fire 
service myths.
 1. Adding paramedics 
to fire engines saves lives: 
The firefighters who staff 
fire engines and ladder 
trucks today are already 
trained as basic emergen-
cy medical technicians. 
The training to become 
an EMT is much shorter 
— and cheaper — than to 
become a paramedic, yet 
it still allows for EMTs to 
provide treatments neces-

sary in the first few min-
utes of a life-threatening 
medical emergency, such 
as defibrillation for car-
diac arrest.
 The Seattle Fire De-
partment and the Medic 
One system in King Coun-
ty, Wash., have some of the 
highest cardiac arrest sur-
vival rates in the nation, 
despite only having EMTs 
on their fire engines. 
 2. Having more para-
medics is better: Adding 
paramedics to every fire 
engine in the city will re-
quire an increase in the 
number of paramedics in 
the fire department. It will 
also increase turnover, as 
firefighters who no longer 
wish to function in this 
role will allow their cer-
tifications lapse and still 
remain in their positions 
as firefighter/EMTs. With 
more paramedics, training 
costs also will increase. 

To the editor:
 With their combined 
fondness for construction 
and banking, Mayor Bill 
Euille and former Mayor 
Kerry Donley have given 
us a city in a state of dusty 
anger, disruption and dis-
repair. And no matter how 
they spin this story, Alex-
andria’s density has taken 
on a dangerous dimension. 
 When done right, de-
velopment density should 
increase tax dollars that 
the city can then use to 
strengthen infrastructure, 
reduce homeowners’ taxes 
and balance long-term debt. 
This has not happened.
 In the 12 years that Euille 
has been in charge, critical 

infrastructure has decayed, 
tax bills have grown, and it 
is likely the debt ceiling will 
need to be adjusted upwards. 
No one, except developers, 
have benefited from the past 
12 years, where 10 of those 
years found Alexandria rated 
the densest city in Virginia.
 It is not “development” 
that is at fault, it is Euille’s — 
and Donley’s — mismanage-
ment of it. Their small-bore 
focus on construction and 
contracts only works well for 
building and backing scat-
tered townhouses. But when 
you examine large-scale 
development projects such 
as BRAC, Landmark Mall, 
Beauregard, the waterfront 
and Potomac Yard, you find 

profound failure.
 The fact is it is federal 
agencies’ far superior plan-
ning and management abili-
ties — and their money — 
that succeed. We can expect 
the U.S. Transportation Se-
curity Administration and 
National Science Founda-
tion to produce high quality 
outcomes — on time and as 
promised — while Land-
mark, Beauregard, the wa-
terfront and Potomac Yard 
continue to falter due to a 
lack of expertise.
 Roughly 50 percent of 
Alexandria’s new population 
will live in large develop-
ment projects, but the other 

medic change is a solution in 
search of a problem

euille and Donley’s development 
approach doesn’t work
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Senior Corner
with Debbie Ludington 

 It’s a common question: 
Is Dad too old to drive? But it 
can be difficult to discern the 
answer.
 It’s not just a matter of age. 
It’s more a matter of ability. 
I know many people that are 
pretty scary behind the wheel. 
Some are older, some are 
younger, some are women and 
some are men.
 One of these men was my 
father, who was about 81 when 
I decided I would no longer 
ride with him. He never had 
much patience as a driver, so 
I learned to drive from 
my older sister.
 But as he approached 
his 80s, he started to ex-
hibit some behaviors 
that were no longer just 
impatience. He would 
straddle the center line, 
was easily distracted, 
parked too close to other 
cars, and often would 
forget how to get to places he’d 
been to hundreds of times.
 I worried about his safety, 
my safety and the safety of 
other drivers. So what did we 
do? Well, we convinced Dad, 
with help from his doctor, that 
he should give up the car keys. 
Easy, right? Gosh, no. Convinc-
ing anyone to give up driving is 
one of the most difficult conver-
sations you may ever have.
 But how do you know if Dad 
shouldn’t be driving? You need 
to look at how they handle a car, 
in addition to their mental and 
physical abilities. According to 
AARP and AAA, here are some 
signs that it’s time to limit or 
stop Dad’s driving:
• Almost crashing, with fre-

quent close calls
•  Finding dents and scrapes on  

the car, mailboxes, garage 
doors, curbs

• Getting lost, especially in  
familiar locations

•  Having trouble seeing or fol-

lowing traffic signals, road 
signs or pavement markings

•  Making slow or poor deci-
sions in traffic, particularly 
improper left-hand turns

•  Confusing the accelerator and 
brake pedals

• Having a hard time turning 
around to check the rear view 
while backing up 

•  Getting several warnings 
from the police

    If you have really looked at 
how Dad is driving and you 
think it’s unsafe, it’s time to have 
a conversation with him to talk 

about your concerns. 
Appealing to his 
sense of responsibil-
ity can be a good ap-
proach. Tell him you 
know he doesn’t want 
to hurt anyone else.
   Ask someone he 
respects, such as a 
trusted family mem-
ber, friend or attor-

ney to talk to him. Ask his phy-
sician to write a prescription 
that says, “No Driving” can be 
helpful. Offer your uncondi-
tional love and support and be 
prepared to have more than one 
conversation. If there is a sig-
nificant safety issue involved, 
and as a last resort, take away 
the car keys, disable the car or 
remove it altogether.
 Lastly, be prepared to offer 
alternatives to unlimited driv-
ing such as driving only dur-
ing the day, transitioning to 
other family members provid-
ing rides, having groceries and 
medications delivered, or using 
transportation services for old-
er adults. There are many op-
tions in Alexandria. For infor-
mation, please call the Division 
of Aging and Adult Services at 
703-746-5999. 

The writer is the long term care 
coordinator for the city’s Divi-

sion of Aging and Adult Services.

Is Dad too old to drive?

Debbie Ludington
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Perhaps most significantly, 
having more paramedics will 
decrease the opportunity for 
each paramedic to perform 
advanced skills, such as in-
serting breathing tubes and 
administering medications.
 Research in other medical 
fields has indicated that the 
more often a health care pro-
vider performs a procedure, 
the fewer complications that 
patients experience. Again, we 
only need to look at the Seattle 
Fire Department, which has 
seven paramedic ambulances 
— only one more than Alexan-
dria — on duty each day. Se-
attle paramedics intubate ap-
proximately 40 people during 
their first year. In Alexandria, 
paramedics average fewer than 
two intubations annually — a 
number that will only decrease 
as the number of paramedics 
goes up.
 3. Firefighting and emer-
gency medicine are similar 
jobs: While it’s true that 
many firefighters in fire-
based EMS systems now 
also operate as paramedics, 
the nature of both jobs has 
changed dramatically in re-
cent years. More and more, 
EMS is becoming part of 
the health care continuum, 
which is a good thing for 
communities.
 While some EMS calls 
are for true, life-threatening 
emergencies, the majority of 
911 calls are for less criti-
cal medical conditions. In 
response, many EMS agen-
cies across the country have 
created an integrated system 
of care, wherein patients get 
the right treatment at the 
right price — avoiding the 
emergency department when 

it’s not needed.
 But people who join fire 
departments often are drawn 
to the adrenaline rush and 
the thrill of the rescue. It’s no 
wonder that many ultimately 
experience burnout when 
asked to staff ambulances, 
which respond to nursing 
homes or pick up mentally ill 
patients on a daily basis.
 In Alexandria, where 
paramedics can be paramed-
ics and firefighters can be 
firefighters, paramedics have 
never complained about hav-

ing to work on an ambulance 
— that’s what they were hired 
to do. But in D.C. and in other 
fire departments that cross-
train, being assigned to an 
ambulance can be seen as 
punishment or a job for the 
newest and least experienced 
firefighters.
 4. Cross-training para-
medics as firefighters will 
save money: The depart-
ment’s administration has 
argued for several years, 
even prior to Dubé’s arrival, 
that converting each para-
medic to a firefighter/para-
medic will save money.
 It’s easy to see why they 
feel that way — because of 
federal labor laws, civilian 
paramedics earn overtime 

after working 40 hours in a 
week. But firefighters are 
exempt from that rule, and do 
not earn overtime until after 
they have worked 53 hours. 
Alexandria’s plan to train 
paramedics as firefighters, 
and have them work an ad-
ditional 14 hours each week 
(the difference between the 
current paramedic and fire-
fighter shift schedules) for 
only slightly more than their 
current annual salary would, 
on paper, save hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.

 But there are several prob-
lems with that proposal, the 
least of which is asking doz-
ens of highly trained medi-
cal professionals to take on 
an additional skill set and 
increase their workload by a 
third without compensating 
them fairly.
 Additionally, Alexandria’s 
firefighter and paramedic 
salaries have remained below 
those of their counterparts in 
the Washington area for many 
years — something accepted 
by many of the department’s 
paramedics because of their 
desire to focus exclusively 
on providing high-quality 
pre-hospital medical care. In 
order to compete with neigh-
boring jurisdictions, Alexan-

dria ultimately will need to 
significantly increase the pay 
for its own firefighter/para-
medics — the same ones that 
Dubé now believes he is get-
ting on the cheap.
 5. Cross-training para-
medics is the only way to 
offer them career advance-
ment opportunities: Another 
argument made by the fire 
chief is that paramedics have 
limited career opportunities 
in the current system — that, 
as firefighters, they will have 
a much greater chance at pro-
motion. This is certainly true, 
but there are many other, bet-
ter ways to solve this problem.
 In an agency where more 
than two-thirds of its re-
sponses are for medical 
emergencies, a firefighting 
background shouldn’t be 
a leadership requirement. 
Many EMS agencies and 
fire departments across the 
country already have cre-
ated promotional ladders for 
EMS providers. And in an 
era where the majority of the 
fire department’s mission is 
medical, there’s no reason a 
paramedic can’t serve as its 
safety officer, training chief, 
or even department head.
 Before Alexandria makes 
the most drastic change to how 
it provides emergency medi-
cal services in four decades — 
when the current civilian para-
medic program began — city 
officials need to be honest about 
whether or not these changes 
will actually make a difference. 
Chances are, they will — they’ll 
lead to a less effective, more ex-
pensive and possibly more dan-
gerous EMS system.

- Michael Kohrt
President-elect, Alexandria 

Professional Medics  
Association

deVelopmenT FROM | 23 medics         FROM | 23

50 percent will squeeze into 
dwindling spaces in established 
neighborhoods. The develop-
ment plans currently on the table 
are designed so that we will be 
adding a significant number of 
new cars to our already clogged 
streets. There are no incentives 
or retail designed to help new 
residents keep their car at home. 
The transportation plans are 
mostly wishful thinking. This is 
not smart growth, and it is cer-
tainly not smart development.
 What is at fault is the 12-year 

failure of our current mayor to 
safeguard residents from devel-
opers’ understandable bias to 
maximize profit. Euille no lon-
ger remembers that the primary 
responsibility of government is 
to protect the people by moder-
ating, not accelerating, business 
benefits.
 Being led by a mayor and 
council who favor construc-
tion and contracting has put 
developer interests ahead of 
the people. Just look around 
and listen to your neighbors.
 Today, concerned citizens, 
whose votes made Vice May-
or Allison Silberberg winner 
of the Democratic primary, 
should speak loudly and reach 
out to others who want to live 
in a city designed for living and 
working in the 21st century. It 
would be a new day.

- Kathryn Papp
Alexandria

email comments, rants & raves to letters@alextimes.com.

who cares?
we do.

what is wrong with the city’s 
current ems system? dubé has yet 

to provide a satisfactory answer to this 
question. The arguments he has made 
for changing the system — to look 
more like the models in neighboring 
jurisdictions — do not hold up when 
compared to the evidence.”

what is at 
fault is the 

12-year failure 
of our current 
mayor to safeguard 
residents from 
developers’ 
understandable 
bias to maximize 
profit. euille no 
longer remembers 
that the primary 
responsibility of 
government is to 
protect the people.”
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In response to “Confederate flag 
will no longer fly on city property,” 
 September 10:
Little Guy writes:      
 Apparently there are still many people 
in this city who wish that the secessionists 
had won. They are welcome to move to the 
Deep South, where their views will be wel-
comed and accepted.
 The rest of us in Alexandria don’t under-
stand the psychology behind honoring slav-
ery supporters who fought on the losing side 
of the Civil War, and we would rather the city 
move on beyond the chapter in its history.
In response to “euille launches 
write-in bid for re-election,” 
September 10:
Haunches writes:      
 It is disappointing that [Mayor Bill] 
Euille will not honor his commitment to 
support the party’s nominee. In retrospect, 
it was easy to make that pledge until he was 
stunned to lose the primary.
 Not exactly a stand up guy (which may 
be a reason why he lost in the first place). 
While a write-in candidate won a long, 
long time ago, it seems highly unlikely 
that a write-in campaign can succeed in 
today’s highly partisan environment.
 What is more apparent is that local busi-
ness interests are petrified at the thought 
of losing what they consider their rightful 
place at the front of the line drinking from 
the public trough.
mark Sloan writes:
 I can understand why some residents 
may support [Vice Mayor Allison] Silber-
berg over Mayor Euille. My question is real-
ly aimed at why were so many people trying 
to convince him not to run, or disparaging 
him for considering a write-in campaign.
 Just as many residents may prefer 
Euille over Silberberg, I would not ap-
preciate it if they were telling Silberberg 
to drop out of the race because they do 
not like her politics.
 Let’s have a debate and an election at 
the ballot box on the issues. I’d person-
ally prefer that to a campaign of smears 
and bullying in the media.
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oon after the early 
commuter develop-
ments of Del Ray and 

St. Elmo received their first 
residents towards the end of 
the 19th century, calls were 
made to improve the edu-
cational facilities for local 
schoolchildren. 
 In 1900, a new elementary 
school was built along Mount 
Vernon Avenue in what was 
then Alexandria County and 
appropriately named the 
Mount Vernon School. The 
new center of learning was 
built in the classical style of 
colonial Virginia civic archi-
tecture; a symmetrical, five-
bay, two story brick structure 
with limestone quoins at each 
corner. Architectural details 
at the roofline featured a den-
til cornice with built-in, lead-
lined gutters, and squared 
leaders placed on the north 
and south facades immedi-
ately adjacent to the quoins to 
minimize their visual impact. 
 An ornamental entry-
way made of brick pilasters 
and entablature surrounded 
the double entrance doors 
which were topped by a 
half-round fanlight and key-
stones. A near vertical flag-
pole rose from the sill of the 
second floor window, eas-
ing the daily chore of raising 
and lowering the American 
flag for staff and schoolchil-
dren alike. Finally, a large 
cupola was placed at the 
center ridge of the slate hip-
roof to provide ventilation 
that rose through the build-
ing to the attic. 
 In its first years of op-
eration, the small school was 

staffed by only two teachers 
using only the first floor as 
classroom space, while the 
second floor was left open 
for community and town 
meetings. But the commu-
nity grew quickly and within 
a very short period of time, 
overcrowding became a pri-
mary concern. 
 By the time this photo-
graph was taken in 1907, 
plans were already under-
way to enlarge the school 
by adding to the rear, and by 
the addition of a columned 
portico to the front facade. 
When the town of Potomac 
was incorporated in March 
1908, these changes were 
quickly implemented and 
were just the first of a long 
series of alterations which 
would continue over the en-
suing decades. By 1910, a 
principal and four teachers 
were employed at the en-
larged school.
 As Alexandria County 
had no high school, parents 
of Potomac schoolchildren 
going on to high school 
were required to pay tu-
ition at nearby public high 
schools beyond the town’s 
borders. By 1915, par-
ents lobbied town officials 

to educate their children 
through the public treasury 
at high schools within the 
adjacent city of Alexandria. 
Two years later, the local 
school board purchased the 
old Richard Lloyd House 
and converted that structure 
into a high school for 30 stu-
dents. Within seven years 
that facility also reached 
capacity, and the town fi-
nally built a new high school 
named after George Mason 
directly across Mount Ida 
Avenue from the elemen-
tary school. With 14 class-
rooms and state-of-the-art 
educational facilities, it 
was expected that the new 
high school would serve the 
community for generations. 
As it turned out, the new 
high school would cease to 
exist within a decade.
 Don’t miss the Del Ray 
Residential Architecture 
Conference on Saturday, 
September 19, 9:30 a.m. at 
the Mount Vernon Com-
munity School Auditorium. 
For more information, visit 
www.delraycitizens.org.

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria.

34% Development.       25% Debt.      

25% education.      16% Other.

S
City growth brings a need for city education

102 Votes

From The weB
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ACrOSS
1 Hoop alternative
5 Pulsating star
9 Long, slender instrument
13 Partially melted snow
18 Exude, as confidence
19 Kind of column
20 Salon offering
21 Blender button
22 Utilizes a keg
24 Sups
26 Singular performances
27 Campfire whoppers
29 Ending for “Israel”
30 Looked impolitely
32 Reduce, as fears
33 They performed before kings
37 “___ porridge hot ...”
38 A famous bear and a famous  
  catcher
40 Quarterback’s bark
41 Asian weight equal to 1.3 ounces
42 A couple of snare drum sounds
44 Puerto ___
45 Diluted with white
46 Sicilian peak
47 They’re half the width of  
  12-Down
48 Where to find Tehran
50 Noisy lions
53 Many an heir
54 Light and delicate
57 Winter headgear feature
58 Like a darkened room

60 Feed
61 Historic records
62 Escalator alternative
63 Caspar, Melchior and   
  Balthazar
64 Move in a curved path
65 “My country, ___ of thee ...”
66 Istanbul inhabitant
67 Mel of “Braveheart”
69 --- under (overwhelmed)
71 Writer of improbable  
  situations
74 Hardly a workaholic
75 Fern’s reproductive cells
76 Junior, to Senior
77 Scrabble 10-pointer
78 Prepared, as for a daunting   
  task
80 Bubble source
81 Place on a blacklist
82 Emulates a cartographer
84 Strip of fruit skin
85 Gait rate?
87 Masochist’s match
90 Psych attachment?
91 ___ and outs
92 Athletic tracks
94 First-discovered asteroid
95 Not hidden from view
97 Burrito alternatives
99 Scottish property owners
101 Shutout score, in Britain
102 Settlement near Moscow
103 Language in New Delhi la

st
 w

ee
k

’s
 s

o
lu

ti
o

n
:

weekly words

104 Imbibes heavily
108 Gulps
113 Charity, often
114 “Beetle Bailey” dog
115 Cry of exasperation
116 New York canal
117 Serves round after round
118 Antlered animal
119 Solutions for making 80-Across
120 Body shop repair

DOWN
1 Garden store offering
2 High crag
3 Action film firearm
4 Packed the tightest
5 Opposite of everyone
6 Request to a teller, sometimes
7 Struggle for superiority
8 Kind of paint
9 A drama set to music
10 Cecil’s cartoon pal
11 Dinner crumbs
12 1/6 inch units used in printing
13 Barbecue accessories
14 Crescent-shaped space
15 Coffeepot
16 Catch a glimpse of
17 That miss
19 ___ au Haut, Maine
23 Divided Asian nation
25 “The Biggest Loser” contestant
28 Candidate who lost
30 It’s inclined to give shelter

31 Admits one was wrong
32 One more time, country-style
33 Minty potable
34 Stays quite thin
35 French impressionist Auguste
36 Italicizes
37 Groom like a bird
39 Kind of hygiene
40 Bother continually
43 Makes a marketing connection
45 See 45-Across
49 Cheerleader’s cheer
51 Spouts from a soapbox
52 Thread for doctors
55 Clean a blackboard
56 Trials and tribulations
57 “More! More!”
59 Some undercover cops
61 Mr. Schwarzenegger
62 Snail-mail attachments
64 Poplars with fluttering leaves
67 Thingamabobs
68 Form a thought
70 Nuptial knot
71 Aircraft-certifying org.

72 Czarist edicts
73 Landlord’s due
75 Net on a schooner
76 Holiday tune
79 Musical embellishments
80 Healthful retreats
83 Examined quickly
86 Shaped like an egg
88 Amino and boric
89 Mocked
93 Broken-arm holders
96 Rides a 10-speed, say
97 Rich dessert
98 Intense passion
100 Egyptian symbol of life
102 Airport area
103 Work in human resources
104 Banned bug-killer
105 Fish eggs
106 Small hotel
107 Mason’s trough
109 Bit of sun
110 Galena or feldspar
111 Come in first place
112 Center court sight

WINe AND DINe By Mark Stapleton

ROBERT P. BOISSEREE (66), 
formerly of Alexandria,  
August 22, 2015
JEROME EILER,  
of Alexandria, July 25, 2015
T. MICHAEL JACKSON (67),  
of Alexandria, September 9, 2015
CECILIA A. KETTLES (57),  
of Alexandria, September 5, 2015
RICHARD R. MOLLEUR (83),  
of Alexandria, September 11, 2015
MARJORIE O. OLSON (85),  
formerly of Alexandria, 
September 2, 2015

ELSIE W. PORTER (94),  
of Alexandria, September 7, 2015

AMANDA PUTNAM (62),  
of Alexandria, September 5, 2015

JANICE W. SMITH (90),  
of Alexandria, September 7, 2015

RALPH E. STONE (72),  
formerly of Alexandria, 
September 5, 2015

JOCOLYN WEEKS,  
of Alexandria, September 10, 
2015

obituaries
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classifieds
HELP WANTED

aBc noTice

KILL BED BUGS  
& THEIR EGGS!

Buy HARRIS BED BUG 
KILLERS 

Complete Treatment System/ 
KIT Available: The Home Depot,  

homedepot.com,  
Hardware Stores

Advertising 
Works!

to advertise 
your business 

or service

Contact  
sales@ 

alextimes.com
or 703-739-0001

Online all the time:

NOTICE
ST. ASAPH SqUARE 

CONDOMINIUMS
MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
At the corner of 800 South St. 
Asaph St. and Green St. In Old 
Town Alexandria
Look for household goods, deco-
rative items, furniture, toys, and 
other miscellaneous items

Outer Banks  2015 Parade of Homes 
 TOUR 

22 homes 
Northern beach area of Corolla  

to  South Nags Head, NC 
October 8-11 
Tickets $10  

Good all 4 days of event 

Preview tour: www.obhomebuilders.org 

Part Time Admin Assistant-  
Front Desk

Dr’s office needs admin assistant for
answering phones, making appoint-
ments, posting payments.
Must have knowledge of computers, 
use of Medical Manager system helpful. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays  8:30 - 5:00 
in Alexandria Mt Vernon area.  

Please contact Nancy at hfswanmd@
aol.com with subject line “resume”.

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS – September 13, 2015

ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES
DC BIG FLEA & ANTIQUE MARKET SEPT 19-20. It’s An Amazing Trea-
sure Hunt! Metro DC’s Largest Antique Event! Dulles Expo-Chantilly, VA. 
4320 Chantilly Shop Ctr, 20151. Adm $8  Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5 www.thebig-
fleamarket.com 

AUCTIONS
FORECLOSURE SALE 18,747± SF Cold Storage Facility, 5.86±AC. 777 
Industrial Park Rd., Mt. Jackson, VA. ON-SITE SALE: 9/29 @10AM. Ve-
hicles, Equipment, Tools. Online Only Auction: BID 9/23–10/1. www.
motleys.com • 1-877-MOTLEYS VA16 EHO 

Smith Mountain Lake Auction - 143± ac. offered in 24 estate size 
tracts ranging from 2 to 18 acres in Virginia’s beautiful Mountain Re-
gion. Held Wednesday, October 14, 5:00 PM at Hotel Roanoke. Inspec-
tion Dates: Sept. 20, Sept. 27 and Oct. 4 from NOON to 4 PM. Contact 
Russell Seneff (VA #1185), Woltz & Associates, Inc., (VA#321), Real Es-
tate Brokers & Auctioneers 800-551-3588 or visit woltz.com. 

ATTENTION AUCTIONEERS: Advertise your upcoming auctions in Vir-
ginia Newspapers for one low cost of $300. Your 25 word classified ad 
reaches OVER ONE MILLION Virginians! Call this paper or Adriane Long 
at 804-521-7585 (Virginia Press Services. 

EDUCATION
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Of-
fice Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement avail-
able at CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419. 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Machine Shop Liquidation Sale. Lathes, Mills, Grinders, Welders And 
Much More!!! 20 Hedge Lane, Afton, Virginia 22920. September 18th-20th. 
www.dempseyandco.com Call 804.355.1619 for Details 

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator Career! We Offer Training and 
Certifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497. 

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; 
LFCC/Winchester 800-454-1400. 

Harris Trucking Co. Balance Job Security & Quality Home Time. Re-
gional/OTR. Home Weekly. Paid Orientation. Up to .45 + Per Diem. Call 
1-800-929-5003; Apply www.harristrucking.com 

CDL-A Drivers: Earn up to $0.46 per mile, $7,000 Sign-On Bonus PLUS 
up to $.03 per mile in bonus! Call 877-464-2365 or SuperServiceLLC.com  

NEED CDL DRIVERS??? ADVERTISE YOUR TRUCK DRIVER 
JOBS in Virginia Newspapers for one low cost of $300. Your 25 word 
classified ad reaches OVER ONE MILLION Virginians! Call this paper 
or Adriane Long at 804-521-7585 (Virginia Press Services.) 

HELP WANTED / SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Needed * Leads, No Cold Calls * 
Commissions Paid Daily * Lifetime Renewals * Complete Training * Health 
& Dental Insurance * Life License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020. 

MISCELLANEOUS
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others – start here 
with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-245-9553. 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
AUCTION - VP Dan Quayle’s former personal Residence. WEDNESDAY 
9/16 6p.m., Mclean, Virginia. 1.84-acres, 5-Bedroom, 4 ½-Bath, InGround 
Pool, Original List: $1,595,000, 1013 Union Church Road, McLean 22102
www.PrimeAuctionSolutions.com, CALL 703-495-7500 VA 2908000975 

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $350 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome 
- no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
SUMMER BLOWOUT STEEL BUILDINGS Homes, Garages & Work-
shops. Lowest Prices and LOW Monthly Payment on remaining cancelled 
orders 16x20, 20x30, 25x30, 30x40, 42x60. 1-800-991-9251 Heather 
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Make Your Own History in an  
Old Town Residence

411 South Lee Street
Two centuries of sunshine have permeated this beautifully 
renovated, eighteenth century, semi-detached home with 
three bedrooms and two and a half baths. Well-proportioned 
formal rooms with refinished floors and period woodwork are 
augmented by a “today” kitchen and family room opening to 
a deep, enchanting garden with access to both Lee Street and 
Wolfe Street. Additional improvements include radiant bathroom 
floors, ceiling fans, organized closets, stainless appliances, a 
wine cellar and programmable thermostat. The conveniences of 
today are nicely blended with the charm of an early Alexandria 
residence located within a few moments’ walk of Lee Street park 
and the river. Offered at $1,219,000. 

®

®

Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Poised to help with any and all real estate needs, whether advising on home 
improvement projects, preparing and listing a house for the market, offering a 

current market analysis to value your investment, or helping purchasers find that 
perfect dream house, Lauren looks forward to hearing from you.

319 South Pitt Street
Hugging the brick sidewalk in true nineteenth century fashion 
is this three-bedroom, three-and-a-half-bath, brick townhouse 
bringing the past into the present. Refinished wood floors, six 
fireplaces, original woodwork and tall ceilings are complemented 
by recent baths and a Southern Kitchens kitchen. A ground 
level room with bath and separate street access adds to the 
conveniences of this engaging home where an “outdoor room” 
with ceiling fan contributes to the enchantment of a two-tiered 
garden with ornamental pond and fountain. Walk to the varied 
delights of Old Town including shops, restaurants, parks and 
schools while living amidst colonial charm. Offered at $1,195,000.

OPEN SUN

9/2
0,  1

-4
 PM


