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Officers from the Alexandria Police Department continue to investigate Beverley Park, where the body of city resi-
dent Jose Luis Ferman Perez was found Monday morning with what police are calling an “upper body trauma.” It 
is the third homicide in Alexandria this year.

International academy at 
Francis Hammond middle 
takes root
By Chris Teale

 Walk down the corridors at 
Francis C. Hammond Middle 
School after the final bell of the 
day, and you will see students 
still in their classrooms, engaged 
in learning not only the content of 
their classes but also working on 
their mastery of the English lan-
guage, thanks in large part to the 
new international academy, es-
tablished at the start of the 
2015-2016 school year.
 The academy at 
Hammond is the first 

of its kind in the country to be 
set up at the middle school level 
by the Internationals Network 
for Public Schools, with 12 
teachers joining counselor Katie 
Migliorini and coordinator Tim 
Brannon in educating around 
160 students, a number Brannon 
said changes almost by the hour 
as new children are admitted.
 Of those 160 students, about 
half speak Spanish as their first 
language, while the other half 
speaks 19 languages between 

them. A total of 27 
countries are rep-
resented in the 
academy, with 

immigrants from El Salvador 
having the largest contingent, 
followed by Honduras, Guate-
mala, Ethiopia and Pakistan.
 Students and their families 
are given the option of admission 
to the international academy or 
the more traditional English as 
a Second Language education 
after taking a home language 
survey. Students whose English 
skills are extremely basic up to 
those who are able to use the 
language socially but struggle 
with it in an academic setting all 
are eligible for admission.
 
 

A helping hand for English language learners

Homicide in ‘The Pit’ under investigation
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PHOTO/CHris Teale
Francis C. Hammond Middle School international academy teacher Tyler 
Eckhoff helps a student with a project during class. The academy opened 
in September and serves around 160 students from 27 countries.

City resident found dead 
monday morning in 
beverley Park
By Chris Teale

 City police are investigat-
ing Alexandria’s third homi-
cide of 2015 after a man was 
discovered dead in Beverley 
Park in the North Ridge neigh-
borhood Monday morning.
 The victim was identified 
Tuesday as Jose Luis Ferman 
Perez, a 24-year-old city resi-
dent who police said suffered 
from an “upper body trauma.” 
Police added that Perez did 
not live in the neighborhood. 
Officers responded to the 
area around 8 a.m. Monday 
to the park at the intersection 
of North Overlook and South 
Overlook drives and found him 
unresponsive.
 As of press time, there were 
no further details about the 

nature of Perez’s death, any 
motive and there were no sus-
pects under arrest or investiga-
tion. Police cordoned off the 
park, a popular destination for 
families, which is known in the 
neighborhood as “The Pit” for 
its sunken layout.   
  Alexandria Police Chief 
Earl Cook addressed a meet-
ing of the North Ridge Civic 
Association Monday night to 
address neighbors’ concerns 
and assure them officers are 
doing everything they can to 
find those responsible.
 “We don’t know a lot right 
now, and we never do in these 
kind of incidents,” he told 
residents at Beverley Hills 
Community United Methodist 
Church, adding that he did not 
have an answer as to whether 
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Thanks to our 
Veterans  
for their service 
to our country.

Christine Roland Garner

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 27 years of experience to work for you!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

$1,300,000

Port Vecchio

$649,000
rosemont 

This totally updated condo is 1 light from D.C. and 
a few blocks from the river, shops & restaurants! 
1 bedroom, 1 bath, living room with wood burning fireplace, 

kitchen with new cabinets, granite & SS appliances.  
Bath with Carrera Marble, stacked washer dryer, balcony,  

extra storage and off street parking.

$259,000
harbor terrace/old town 

$2,550,000

old town

Elegant townhouse circa 1815 on spacious lot  
2 blocks to King St. & the riverfront!

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 fireplaces, 4400 sq. ft. living space,  
3-4 parking spaces. Original random width wood floors,  

exquisite woodwork and architectural details throughout. Two 
story gazebo addition provides lots of light and garden views.

Beautifully  
updated home 
just 1 block from 
the river and  
Lee St. Park in 
the desirable 
southeast quad-
rant of town! 
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
3 fireplaces, over 2400 
sq. ft. of living space. 
Quality finishes with 
attention to detail. 
Dental moldings,  
wainscoting & hard-
wood floors. Renovated 
gourmet kitchen and 
baths. Lovely fenced 
garden with patio.

Fabulous  
renovation with 
open floor plan 
just a few blocks 
from METRO! 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths 
(all updated), new 
gourmet kitchen with 
granite counters and 
breakfast bar, SS appli-
ances and 42” cabinets. 
Beautifully finished 
lower level with access 
to the fully fenced yard 
with stone patio and 
off street parking..

old town
$1,190,000 

Rarely available “09 Tier” condo on the desirable SE 
corner with panoramic water views from every room! 

3 bedroom, 3 baths, with approx. 2,200 sq. ft. of living space and  
a fabulous enclosed sunroom. Spacious Owner’s suite with balcony,  
2 garage parking spaces, a “wine cellar” and 2nd large storage room.  

Wonderful amenities and services!

old town

Historic home fully restored on “Captains Row”,
just 1 block from the river and King Street!

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 full baths, 2 fireplaces, random width wood floors 
and custom built-ins. Spacious lower level with tall ceilings  

Roof top deck and beautiful garden with patio and Koi pond. 

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 27 years of experience to work for you!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

$639,000

Deceivingly spacious & fully renovated  
with attached garage!

6 bedrooms, 5 full baths with over 3,600 sq. ft. of living space! 
Open main level floor plan, finished lower level with  

kitchenette, large fenced yard with deck & patio. 

QUaKer ridGe

UNDER

CONTRACT

colleGe ParK
$1,075,000

Fabulous Craftsman home with over  
3,300 sq. ft. of well designed living space!

5 bedrooms, 4 full baths, 3 finished levels and stone fireplace. 
Gourmet kitchen with adjoining family room. Huge Owner’s 

suite with sitting area, luxury bath and 2 walk-ins. Spacious 3rd 
level with full bath. Large professionally landscaped yard. 

$1,187,000

Lovely home with a light filled 2 story Great 
Room and Master Suite addition!

5 Bedrooms, 4.5 baths with 4 finished levels, 2 wood burning fire-
places, fabulous low maintenance screened-in porch and deck with off 
street parking. Lower level Guest Suite with kitchen and private entry. 

del raY
$999,900

old townold town

Historic home fully restored on “Captains Row”,
just 1 block from the river and King Street!

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2 fireplaces, random width
wood floors and custom built-ins. Roof top deck and

beautiful garden with patio and Koi pond.

$2,200,000

Beautifully updated circa 1775 townhouse 
with river views!

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths with approx. 2200 sq. ft. of living space. 
Original random width wood floors on 3 levels, 2 fireplaces 

and lovely side yard with patio and gardens.

$1,850,000

 REDUCED

PRiCE AND 

LOCATiO
N!

COmiN
g

sOON

Spacious custom home in serene setting on half  
  an acre just steps from Chinquapin Park. 

7 bedrooms, 5.5 plus .5 baths, over 6500 sq. ft. of living space with a 3  
car garage. Designed for entertaining and casual living with soaring ceil-
ings, impressive 3 story stone fireplace in living room, grand dining room, 

spacious gourmet kitchen, fabulous Owner’s suite...the list goes on!

$1,299,000

PORT VECCHIO

Rarely available “09 Tier” condo on the desirable SE 
corner with panoramic water views from every room! 

3 bedroom, 3 baths, with approx. 2,200 sq. ft. of living space and  
a fabulous enclosed sunroom. Spacious Owner’s suite with balcony,  
2 garage parking spaces, a “wine cellar” and 2nd large storage room.  

Wonderful amenities and services!

Renovated with open floor plan and gorgeous new 
kitchen just blocks from the river, shops & restaurants. 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,137 sq. ft. on 2 levels, garage parking (1 space). 

Living room with fireplace,  built-ins and French doors to patio. 
Gourmet kitchen, Master suite with updated bath, wood floors on main 

 level. Custom closet organizers and recessed lighting throughout.

$599,000
OLD TOWN/WATERGATE 

$1,599,000

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

CHAPEL HILL
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Retail & Wholesale
To the Public

Please come visit our new showroom
4406 Wheeler Ave.  Alexandria, VA 22304

703-299-9000
www.conklyns.com

The WeeKly BrieFing

Group names Alexandria top digital city

 City officials announced 
last week that they would hold 
a weeklong “visioning” event 
from November 16 through 
20 as part of the launch of the 
Old Town North small area 
plan update process.
 The charrette, an intense 
planning meeting style de-
signed to consult all stake-
holders, kicks off a 17-month 
process to examine new de-
velopment and redevelopment 
opportunities in the neighbor-
hood. Most notable of these is 

the prospect of redeveloping 
the site of the closed GenOn 
coal-fired power plant.
 There will be three of-
ficial meetings during the 
week: Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, from 9 a.m. until 
6 p.m. at the fourth floor at 
44 Canal Center Plaza. The 
location is within walking 
distance in Old Town North, 
is accessible by bus and the 
location also offers on-street 
and garage parking.
 Residents can visit the char-

rette at any time over the course 
of the event, and officials will 
hold a guided tour of the neigh-
borhood from 10 a.m. until 
noon November 16, in addition 
to a number of open houses.
 Officials said childcare 
services will be available 
during the meetings.
 For more information, 
contact Nancy Williams at 
the planning department at 
nancy.williams@alexandria-
va.gov or 703-746-3858.

- Erich Wagner

 The Center for Digital 
Government, a think tank for 
best practices in governmen-
tal use of technology, recently 
named Alexandria as the top 
digital city of its size in the 
country.
 The designation is based 
off the 2015 Digital Cities 
Survey, an annual program to 
evaluate localities’ approach-
es to information technology, 
community engagement and 
other policy initiatives.
 Alexandria has finished in 

the top 10 of the group’s list 
for each of the last 11 years, 
and 2015 marks the second 
time that the city finished 
first. Judges noted that Al-
exandria has made a number 
of improvements, both inter-
nally and in public systems.
  Judges cited a new com-
puter-aided dispatch system 
to field 911 calls, the city 
website’s ParkLink feature 
to locate parks and other lo-
cal open spaces as well as 
upgrades to the city’s internal 

network, I-NET, as reasons 
for the high marks.
 “Alexandria has long been 
a leader in the application of 
technology to provide efficient 
and meaningful public servic-
es,” said Mayor Bill Euille in a 
statement.  “As one of the first 
localities with an official Inter-
net presence and the creator of 
the first citywide network of its 
kind in Virginia, our talented 
staff continues to implement 
next-generation technologies.”

- Erich Wagner

City to host community planning event for 
old Town North

PHOTOs/CHris Teale

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN Residents and veterans remember the  67 members of the armed 
forces from Alexandria who died in the Vietnam War as well as all those who died in other wars in a Veter-
ans Day ceremony at the Mount Vernon Recreation Center. Members of the U.S. Military Academy’s Class 
of 1959 (right) march to lay a wreath honoring Capt. Rocky Versace (left), for his heroism as a Prisoner of 
War in Vietnam.
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Crime

PoliCe BeaT
The following incidents occurred between November 4 and November 11.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

9 bURGLARies AGGRAvAted 
AssAULts4

38 thefts 8 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

24 AssAULts

3 seXUAL 
OffeNses5 vehiCLe

thefts 4 RObbeRies

Alexandria man and brother sentenced for 
bank fraud and identity theft scheme
 An Alexandria man was 
sentenced November 6 with 
his brother and a co-conspir-
ator for leading a five-year 
check fraud and identity theft 
conspiracy.
 Ray Ekobena, 27, of Al-
exandria, and Stefan Eko-
bena, 24, of Atlanta, were 
sentenced along with co-con-
spirator Rodney Hardy, 25, of 
Hyattsville, Md. In total, the 
conspiracies caused losses of 
$712,231 to around 200 in-
dividuals. Ray Ekobena was 
sentenced to nearly nine years 
in prison followed by three 
years of probation and was 
ordered to pay $712,231.22 
in restitution. His brother was 
sentenced to five and a half 
years in prison followed by 
three years of probation and 

ordered to pay $199,808.29 in 
restitution.
 “Ekobena ran a check 
fraud scheme that lasted for 
five years,” said U.S. Attor-
ney Dana J. Boente in a state-
ment. “Ever the entrepreneur, 
Ekobena launched additional 
schemes at the same time, in-
cluding his elaborate plot to 
steal hundreds of thousands 
of dollars from a children’s 
hospital. Along the way, he 
and his crew victimized hun-
dreds of individuals, chari-
ties, small businesses, and 
financial institutions. I want 
to commend our prosecutors 
and investigative partners for 
a job well done in bringing 
these criminals to justice.”
 The Ekobena brothers 
printed fraudulent checks 

using victims’ bank account 
information. They enlisted 
bank tellers and other insid-
ers who had access to sensi-
tive personal information to 
provide victims’ details. Five 
co-conspirators including 
Hardy deposited the fraudu-
lent checks into bank ac-
counts under false names and 
withdrew the funds. 
 Ray Ekobena also obtained 
loans in the names of his iden-
tity theft victims to buy luxury 
vehicles including a Bentley, 
Mercedes-Benz, Porsche, Audi 
and a tractor-trailer. Victims 
included small businesses and 
charities, including the Leuke-
mia & Lymphoma Society and 
the Children’s National Medi-
cal Center.

- Chris Teale

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
Our solid brass candlestick is a great  
addition to your home.  Giving you the 
flexibility of a 3-way light using the 
30-70-100 to illuminate your hall way, 
room, window, or wherever you choose. 
It has a graceful handle that mimics the 
candle sticks used long ago.  This candle-
stick isn’t limited to shiny brass, it can 
come in antique brass, dark bronze, and 
nickel. 
 
Come by The Lamplighter and see for your-
self how this beautiful candlestick lamp can 
add additional beauty to your home. 

The Alexandria Times  
Photo Contest

November’s Theme:  
And for this I am thankful!

Send us a photo with  
this theme to win  
2 tickets to a performance 
of A Christmas Carol  
at The Little Theatre  
of Alexandria.

Sponsored by

HUDSON
S T U D I O
Send your Thankful photos to:

OCtOber PhOtO submissiOn by susan KnightOn Cavanaugh
rocky gap, a resort west of Frederick mD, during peak color.
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School board prepares  
for change amid 
redistricting process
By Chris Teale 
 Election Day on November 
3 was the end of one process 
for those nine individuals 
who won election to the Alex-
andria City School Board, but 
it is just the start of the work 
they will need to do even be-
fore they are officially sworn 
in on January 7.
 Current chairwoman Karen 
Graf, vice-chairman Chris 
Lewis and incumbents Bill 
Campbell and Ronnie Camp-
bell will be joined by new-
comers Cindy Anderson, Hal 
Cardwell, Ramee Gentry, Mar-
garet Lorber and Veronica No-
lan in the three-district board, 
with the budget and the ongoing 
redistricting effort at the top of 
the list of issues they will need 
to tackle immediately.
 And while the incumbents 

bring a level of institutional 
knowledge sure to be help-
ful to those starting their first 
terms, the next few months 
are being seen as a useful pe-

riod of transition.
 “We’re a continuous 
body so the work’s go-
ing to continue,” Graf 

said. “It’s really important for 
me, and it was when I was a 
new board member, to feel 
empowered to make the de-
cisions on day one. I plan to 
take as much as time as need-
ed to make sure new board 
members are on-boarded so 
that we can serve the citizens 
and the school system.”
 That process begins with 
fairly basic tasks like pro-
viding new members with 
official identification and 
email addresses, followed by 
meetings with Superintendent 

The transition begins

277 S. Washington Street
store.societyfair.net

 Fair!from the

HERITAGE AMISH 

TURKEYS
Order by November 15th, 

a bottle of wine included in the price! 

THANKSGIVING T0-GO BAG
Stuffed Turkey Breast

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Green Bean Casserole •  Cranberry Sauce

Roasted Brussels Sprouts w/Bacon 
$85, serves two 

NoVember 2015

AlexAndriA’s shopping guide Special holiday ad Section
RESERVE YOUR 
SPOT TODAY!
The 2015 black friday 
feature will run as a 
full-color spread in 
the Alexandria times 
to bring local residents 
out to Alexandria’s  
finest specialty stores.

Total Distribution
19,311 copies

Publication Dates

11/19 & 11/26

Contact 703-739-0001 
sales@alextimes.com

AUCTIONS ~ APPRAISALS ~ ESTATE SALES
1120 N. FAIRFAX STREET, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

www.potomackcompany.com ~ 703.684.4550 ~ VA#0704

Selling Important Washington, DC Area Estates
Contact us: consign@potomackco.com

November 21st Live Auction
November 19th Jewelry & Design Online Auction

Preview starting Saturday, November 14th

Alexandria Collection of Kittinger 
Colonial Williamsburg Furnishings

We’re a 
continuous 

body so the work’s 
going to continue. 
it’s really important 
for me, and it was 
when i was a new 
board member, to 
feel empowered to 
make the decisions 
on day one.” 

-Karen graf
Chairwoman, alexandria

City school Board

Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy Charles Barrett Elementary SchoolCora Kelly Elementary School

SEE sChool Board | 11
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  Within the academy, students 
take English, math, social studies 
and science classes. In addition, 
students take physical education 
and an elective class, both of 
which are done with the general 
student body. The majority of 
learning is project-based, with 

instruction on content and lan-
guage done in parallel.
 “It’s the same curriculum 
they would receive in any other 
social studies or language arts 
classroom; however, it’s from a 
teacher who’s been specifically 
trained to teach language and 
content at the same time to stu-
dents,” Brannon said. “Some of 
them, who are students who have 
the lowest reading scores, have 
reading intervention class, and a 
lot of those students have come to 
this country with limited formal 
education in their backgrounds.
 “A lot of them read in their 
native language at a first grade 
level, so a lot of that is about 
developing — before we get to 
English — developing a little bit 
of fluency in their own language 
and then transferring those skills 
over to English so they can begin 
to comprehend what’s going on 
in their classes.”
 The academy has already 
garnered national recognition, 
despite being open for just 10 

weeks. Late last month it was 
named one of the 41 most in-
novative schools in the U.S. 
by Noodle Education, a New 
York-based company that helps 
students make decisions about 
their education. One of the key 
aspects has been integrating the 
academy with the rest of the 
school and ensuring it does not 
feel like a separate entity.
 “Just like every student in the 
school does a science fair proj-
ect, so will our students,” Bran-
non said. “In the past, the new-
comer immigrants would not 
have participated in that, maybe, 
and our students will. We’re go-
ing to try to participate in Histo-
ry Day like the rest of the school.
 “The instruction when you’re 
in the classroom will look a little 
bit different and we’ll be talking a 
lot more about language and see-
ing a lot more reading and writ-
ing in some of the classes, but 
we want them to feel part of the 

Welcome Center
Now Open

3450 Gallows Road • Annandale, VA 22003
www.BrightviewWoodburn.com

Please call for more information.
703-462-9998

✔ A lifestyle characterized by choice, opportunity and personalized care, 
focusing on possibilities rather than limitations

✔ A full calendar of SPICE Programs addresses all dimensions of wellness – 
Spiritual, Physical, Intellectual, Cultural and Emotional

✔ Compassionate and highly-trained associates

✔ Health care professionals, including doctors and physical therapists, will 
hold office hours within the community reducing the transportation burden

✔ Plus, our specially designed Wellspring Village® neighborhood, where we 
are able to create joy for residents and their families despite the challenges 
people living with dementia face

Area’s Newest Retirement Community 
Opening Spring 2016

Highly Respected Company Serving Families for 15 Years 

hammond  FROM | 1

PHOTO/CHris Teale
Tyler Eckhoff is one of 12 teachers in the international academy at Francis 
C. Hammond Middle School, which caters to students who speak one of 
20 languages other than English as their first language.

•Tabletop•Furniture•Bedding•Candles/Gi� s

Visit us online www.patricksdesigns.com 
116-118 N.Asaph St. +1 571-970-6931

SEE hammond | 9

a lot of them read in their native 
language at a first grade level, so a 

lot of that is about developing — before 
we get to english — developing a little 
bit of fluency in their own language and 
then transferring those skills over to 
english so they can begin to comprehend 
what’s going on in their classes.”

- Tim Brannon, international academy coordinator
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the homicide took place in the 
park itself.
 Cook declined to go into 
specifics on the nature of the 
killing, other than to repeat the 
police’s previous statement that 
the victim suffered from an 
“upper body trauma.” Several 
neighbors reported on social 
media that Perez had his throat 
cut, while one man at the meet-
ing reported hearing that he had 
been beheaded. In an interview 
after the meeting, Cook did not 
give other details.
 “It’s too early for us to 
discuss what that upper body 
trauma was,” he said. “There’s 
a lot of speculation as to what 
is the condition of the body. 
That might be an investigative 
point, but the main point is we 
have a young man who lost 
his life. The idea of what that 
looks like right now is less im-
portant than why they did it 
and who did it.”
 In the meeting, Cook was 
asked whether the homicide 
was in any way related to the 
gang activity that once had been 
prevalent in Alexandria but has 
waned in recent years. The chief 

noted that the gang situation in 
North Ridge is “pretty stable,” 
something that attracted some 
laughs from the audience, but 
said that it could not be ruled 
out given the close proximity to 
Arlandria and other areas that 
have struggled with gang vio-
lence in the past.
 “Alexandria has gang 
members residing here,” he 
said. “Fortunately, we keep a 
lot of the activity out of the 
city in terms of violence.”
 After the meeting, Cook not-
ed that the lack of information on 
a motive meant police were un-
able to determine whether gang 
violence played a role. Alexandria 
is home to members of a number 
of notorious gangs, including the 
Bloods, Crips and MS-13.
 “We do not know whether 
or not any gang-related activity 
was associated with this death,” 
Cook told reporters. “We don’t 
know if any drug activity is as-
sociated, we have no motive as 
yet. Being this early, we wouldn’t 
know those things. Hopefully 
very quickly we’ll start getting 
a feel for the nature of what was 
going on in that park. Until that 
time, we don’t know.”
 Cook also noted the rela-

tive stability of the North 
Ridge neighborhood, includ-
ing the park, which he said has 
received only around three or 
four service calls since 2013, 
indicating what he said was 
a lack of trouble compared to 
other areas of the city.
 “This is an extremely low-
crime neighborhood,” Cook 
told reporters. “It’s very se-
cluded in a way because it’s not 
a natural cut-through or any 
byways for any cut-throughs 
for traffic. Normally it’s just 
the neighbors there. To discover 
something like this is obviously 
shocking, obviously tragic that 
we’ve lost a life again here in 
the city of Alexandria. 
 “It is very unusual, so 
[there is a] natural fear about 
why this happened at this lo-
cation. We don’t know yet why 
the persons who perpetrated 
this chose that neighborhood.”
 In the meeting, the ques-
tion was raised about improve-
ments to the park, in particular 
adding lights or other security 
measures. Cook said the po-
lice department was keen to 
help upgrade and keep safe a 
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Little Baby Boxer ~
 Can we talk? Our “Shakira” is the sweetest of 
girls, but visitors think she’s a boy due to her 

traditional Boxer good looks.

She is three, loves people, has mild manners; 
even a bit timid at times. This beautiful dog 

would love to have a home of her own.

 FOR MORE INFO ABOUT BOXERS, PLEASE CALL  
703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT
www.alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU

Handmade crafts, concessions, baked goods, 
raffles, and more!

SEE homiCide | 9
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Southern Immersion Cuisine 
Restaurant & Lounge

Magnolia’s On King • 703 King St, Alexandria, VA

(703) 838-9090 • www.magnoliasonking.com

 in the heArt Of Old tOwn

• Private Parties • Lunch events  
• Gift certificates • Dinner • Brunch

Warm up with Royal Thai

To feature your restaurant or 
eatery in let’s eat

Contact Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001 or  

sales@alextimes.com 

a special advertising feature of the alexandria  Timeslet’s eat

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Call for catering.

ROyAL
thAi

ROyAL
thAi

801 N. fairfax st. • 703.535.6622 
1-3 blocks from Holiday Inn, Crowne Plaza,

Sheraton, Best Western  •  8 blocks from King St
www.RoyalThaiSushi.com

 The patio dining at Royal 
Thai and Sushi is refreshing, but 
fall is a fabulous time to move 
indoors to eat. And Royal Thai 
is just the place to have a cozy 
meal, in a lovely, comfortable 
setting, right in north Old Town.
 This time of the year, the 
items to order are right on the 
list of specials. Even patrons 
who only visit Royal Thai once 
or twice a month become at least 
weekly regulars because of the 
exquisite offerings. In particu-
lar, one should try the rockfish 
kaprow, which is rockfish fillet 
cooked with popular chili garlic 
sauce and fresh Thai basil. Din-

ers can have the dish the origi-
nal, extra spicy way or ask the 
kitchen to tone it down.
 Also, be sure to try the green 
curry, a traditional favorite with 
a new twist. Royal Thai adds ly-
chee and coconut meat in their 
shrimp green curry. This creates 
a wonderful f lavor and custom-
ers consider this dish to be a de-
lightful treat. 
 As the holidays approach and 
everyone is wondering how to 
be the best host, consider having 
Royal Thai and Sushi provide 
delectable Thai food or sushi for 
your next family or office gather-
ing. Having Royal Thai provide 

the cuisine frees up the host or 
hostess to experience the luxury 
of simply enjoying their guests.
 On the next cool fall or cold 
winter day, check out Royal Thai 
for a marvelous meal, whether 
you choose to dine in or take a 
meal home for a carpet picnic.

To learn more or for takeout or 
delivery, call 703-535-6622 or 

go to www.royalthaisushi.com to 
order online. Royal Thai regu-

larly hosts parties of 10 to 30 and 
delivers to offices. Hours are 11:30 
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday, 5 to 9 p.m. Sunday.

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

Sweet and
Savory Crepes,
Steak Frties,

Mussels,
Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
Night

French Movie night ~  
everY thUrSDAY at 7pm

119 South royal St., Alexandria, vA 22314 
tel: 703-535-8151  |  www.Fontainecaffe.com

Join US  
For Dinner &

2310 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204
703-930-6103

539 23rd St S, Arlington, VA 22202
703-920-2700

6316 Springfield Plaza, Springfield, VA 
22150 • 703-854-1401

facebook.com/BobandEdithsDiner

 Family Owned  
  for 47 years!  

2310 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204
703-930-6103

539 23rd St S, Arlington, VA 22202
703-920-2700

6316 Springfield Plaza, Springfield, VA 
22150 • 703-854-1401

facebook.com/BobandEdithsDiner

 Family Owned  
  for 47 years!  
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school, not just the academy.”
 That integration follows 
the model of the international 
academy at T.C. Williams High 
School, which was the first in the 
country to be part of the school 
and not a separate entity. Bran-
non spent a year at T.C. prepar-
ing to take charge at Hammond, 
and those involved with the high 
school’s academy see enormous 
benefits from the continuity that 
a middle school academy will 
bring.
 “If we have students that 
come in that still need the 
level of support that’s offered 
through the model, they have 
that continuity,” said Danielle 
Wierzbicki, international acad-
emy leader at T.C. “They under-
stand the type of collaborative 
model and the type of project-
based learning that we do and 
so when they come to the high 
school, they’ll already know all 
about that type of learning.
 “The other really positive 
thing is that a lot of students 
who are coming through the 
middle school might not need 
the level of support that we of-
fer in the international acad-
emy at the high school, so 
there’ll be a degree of students 
that will get the proper types of 
supports in the middle school 
and therefore might not need 
that same level.”
 The program’s impact will 
become far more apparent in 
the near future as test scores 
and other data is gathered. For 
now, first-year Hammond prin-
cipal Pierrette Hall says the in-
troduction of the academy has 
made a big difference already 
in the school’s culture.
 “It’s been great, because it’s 
given us an opportunity to look 
at how we structure our entire 
school,” Hall said. “We’ve been 
able to implement a team struc-
ture for ELL students based 
around [Sheltered Instruction Ob-
servation Protocol], which also 
lends itself to greater instructional 
learning and instructional strate-
gies that kids need. It’s allowed us 
to provide a level of learning and 
service in a strategic way.”

hammond  FROM | 6 homiCide  FROM | 7

REAL STORIES FROM THE EXPRESS LANES

“My commute is now safer 
and more predictable. I don’t 
worry that I will encounter 
traffic congestion that eats 
into the limited time I can 

spend with my Dad.” 
- Kathy B.
   Falls Church, VA

Jennnifer’s story was one of our winning entries in our “Express Lanes Love Story” promotion.

Ever since she was a little girl, Kathy from Falls Church has loved taking long car rides with her dad,  
especially when he came home from serving in Korea and Vietnam. Now that she is older, Kathy is the one 
driving her dad around and she still takes him on a weekly adventure. She loves that no matter where they 
go, she says she can always count on the Express Lanes to get to her dad’s house in 30 minutes. Kathy 
knows that she’ll never be stuck in traffic — instead, she’ll get to spend her precious time with her dad.

See more real stories from the Lanes at ExpressLanes.com   

Kathy’s story was one of our winning entries in our “Express Lanes Love Story” promotion.

“wonderful park to be here in 
your community,” and added 
that in the immediate after-
math of the homicide, patrols 
would be increased around 
the area.

 He also encouraged resi-
dents to be vigilant and report 
any suspicious activity, both 
around the park and else-
where.
 “I say we go back to the 
tried and true crime preven-
tion efforts we tell people all 

the time,” Cook told report-
ers. “A lot of people walk their 
dogs, a lot of people do other 
things with their children in 
the parks. Just be diligent 
about strangers, about people 
you don’t know. We suspect 
this happened in the late hours 

of the [night], so not normally 
when this community is out 
and about.”
 The Alexandria Police De-
partment asked that anyone 
with information about the in-
cident contact Sergeant Sean 
Casey at 703-746-6853.
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Join Online or Apply for a Loan! TeamUpandWin.org 
*No purchase or transaction necessary to enter or win. **Please see TeamUpandWin.org for more details. Offer ends December 15, 2015. Equal Opportunity Lender. Federally Insured by NCUA. Most local area residents can bank with us. 

TEAM UP AND WIN!

Get a .50% discount on your auto loan rate
with our Auto Buying Service.

get UP TO

$170
When you join today!* Refer

new members, get more.

get

$70
Get a loan or refinance

a loan from another lender!*

WITH AN 
EXTRA POINT!

SCORE A TOUCHDOWN!

You could win one of five $1,000 cash prizes with
 our $5,000 Super Bowl® Grand Prize Sweepstakes.**

Limited Time Offer!

By aBigail JurK 

 Here are some ideas for 
ways to have a good time in Al-
exandria this fall. The weather 
may be cooling off, but that 
doesn’t mean your social life 
has to follow suit.

WHAT’S NeW
 If you’re looking to try some-
thing new, one option is Lena’s 
Wood-Fired Pizza and Tap. Le-
na’s, located at 401 E. Braddock 
Road, opened its doors to the 
public on October 26.
 The menu centers around 
wood-fired pizzas, including 
traditional favorites like pep-
peroni and more unusual cre-
ations like the Korean BBQ 
pizza, which is topped with 
short ribs, and the Diavola piz-
za, which features a ghost pep-
per honey hot sauce.
 In addition to pizzas, Lena’s 
also features pastas, paninis and 

appetizers. Dishes like the but-
ternut squash ricotta gnocchi 
or the giant meatball appetizer 
help evoke an Italian feeling on 
a creative and modern menu.
 The ambience at Lena’s is 
casual and friendly. Inside, the 
restaurant has individual tables 
for dining as well as family-
style high top tables. The bar 

runs almost the entire length of 
the restaurant and boasts an ex-
tensive list of craft beers, wines 
and cocktails. The outdoor patio 
is heated by free standing gas 
lamps, which keeps it comfort-
able even in Autumn weather 
and gives the cozy feeling of 
dining in firelight. The outdoor 
patio is also dog-friendly.

 Lena’s is open daily, with 
lunch service from 11:30 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. and dinner service 
starting at 4 p.m. Lena’s also 
serves brunch on Saturdays and 
Sundays, beginning at 11 a.m. 

WHAT’S THe DeAL
 For the first time ever, Al-
exandria will participate in 
Virginia Cider Week. The state 
has been hosting the event since 
2012, but this year Mayor Bill 
Euille proclaimed that the Port 
City would take part in the ten-
day celebration.
 Cider Week runs from Fri-
day until November 22. During 
this period, local restaurants 
will feature different ciders 
paired with food, host discus-
sions about cider making with 
professional Virginia cider-
makers and even hold tap take-
overs.
 Many local restaurants will 

participate in the proceedings, 
including Bastille, Pizza Para-
diso, Indigo Landing and Bis-
trot Royal. The ciders featured 
all will be from cideries here in 
Virginia.
 Cider was a common drink in 
Alexandria as early as the 18th 
century. Gadsby’s Tavern was 
known for making and serving 
its own cider. However, cider 
was being produced even before 
it came to the U.S. Some of the 
events of Cider Week will in-
clude discussions on the history 
of cider and how the drink made 
its way to Alexandria.
 For a full schedule of events 
and participating venues, visit 
http://www.visitalexandriava.
com/things-to-do/events/.

To request a place, event or 
special be featured in Word on 
the Street, contact Abigail Jurk 

at ajurk@alextimes.com.

Word on The sTreeT DeALS,  DrINkS AND FuN ACroSS ALeXANDrIA
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2017 academic year. The re-
districting steering commit-
tee’s makeup will change, 
with school board member 
Kelly Carmichael Booz fail-
ing to win re-election and 
committee chairwoman 
Stephanie Kapsis not seeking 
re-election.

 Kapsis said in an inter-
view that she would like to 
stay involved in redistricting 
in some way even after she 
finishes her term, and Lewis 
said that with so much set to 
take place on the issue be-
tween now and the new board 
taking their positions on the 
dais, there is still the chance 
for her and the current board 
to do a great deal.
 “There’s plenty of work 
to do between now and the 
end of the year, so there will 
be multiple review commit-
tee meetings, multiple steer-
ing committee meetings and 
there’ll probably be another 
community meeting before 
the end of the calendar year,” 
Lewis said. “There’s plenty of 
work between now and then 
that will go on before the new 
board is sworn in.”

Alvin Crawley and his leader-
ship team to discuss in detail 
matters like the budget pro-
cess and redistricting. Mem-
ber assignments as liaisons 
to parent teacher associations 
and both advisory and ad hoc 
committees will be up for 
discussion, and to ease that 
process, Graf has prepared a 
transition plan.
 “Right now, I have a few 
things in the works like meet-
ing all the executive staff 
and talking through the bud-
get with Dr. Crawley and his 
team, so that when they take 
office, it won’t be like the 
first time they’ve seen the 
content,” she said. “I think 
that it’s just really responsible 
transitioning and I’m hoping 
to leave that document as a 
legacy for the next board tran-
sition and future board transi-
tions. I want to make sure I 
help them discover what they 
want to do and what they’re 
interested in.”
 In addition, both Graf and 
Lewis praised the newcomers 
for being pro-active in their 
approach to their new roles, 
attending a variety of meet-
ings and already doing plenty 
of background research to 
help them get a strong footing.
 “A lot of these candidates 
are really familiar with the 
data and the district already,” 
Graf said. “I’ve known a lot 
of them previous to this elec-
tion, so they’re not coming in 
completely cold. That’s not a 
big worry for me, and I believe 
they’re all really bright, intel-
lectual people and they’ll catch 
up on things they don’t know.”
 “They’ve been doing work 
on their own,” Lewis said. “I 
see them at all of our meet-

ings. Whenever we have a re-
districting meeting, whether 
it’s the steering committee or 
the review committee or the 
community meetings, I have 
seen folks who were newly 
elected last week. They’re do-
ing their homework and I’m 
encouraged by that.”
 Graf said she plans to add 
a number of work sessions for 
the new board, especially with 
less than two months between 
now and its swearing-in.
 “I want to try to educate 
them now while we have the 
time and [while] I’m not op-
posed to adding some [more 
meetings] if needed, I think 
it can be a balance, instead of 
stacking a bunch of meetings 
after January,” she said. “We 
want to make sure whatever 
materials they need to read 
and get up on, we’re providing 
that now for them and then if 
there’s an occasion for them 
to add some more discussion, 
we can do that together.”
 Redistricting may well be 
one of the most challenging 
tasks facing the new board, 
especially with ACPS still 
seemingly on track with its 
original timeline of having 
new school boundaries in 
place for the start of the 2016-

Samuel Tucker Elementary School Jefferson-Houston School George Mason Elementary School Matthew Maury Elementary School

T.C. Williams High School

Douglas MacArthur Elementary School

Patrick Henry Elementary School

Mount Vernon Elementary School

sChool Board   
 FROM | 5  “They’ve been doing work on their 

own. i see them at all of our meetings. 
Whenever we have a redistricting meeting, 
whether it’s the steering committee or 
the review committee or the community 
meetings, i have seen folks who were newly 
elected last week at those meetings. They’re 
doing their homework and i’m encouraged 
by that.”

- Chris lewis, vice-chairman, alexandria 
City school Board
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OUT OF THE CLASSROOM eDuCATIoN SeCTIoN

Immanuel Lutheran School hosts salute to veterans
 On Wednesday, Immanuel 
Lutheran School hosted a salute 
to veterans. In recognition and 
honor of all who have served 
our nation in the U.S. armed 
forces, including many within 
the Immanuel community, the 
school welcomed veterans and 
their families to the school for 
a Veterans Day program.
 In the morning, the commu-
nity hosted a breakfast for veter-
ans, while students performed 
a program of patriotic songs. 
Students and families had been 
invited to share photos of fam-
ily members and friends who 
had served in the military, and 

these were presented in a patri-
otic display during the program. 
Following the program, veterans 
visited each classroom for an op-
portunity to speak with students 
and share their experiences and 
answer student questions.
 “At ILS, we are proud to 
have so many moms, dads, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
cousins, friends and others 
in our community who have 
served and continue to serve 
our nation,” said headmaster 
Julia Habrecht. “In honor of all 
of these men and women, we 
wanted to spend Veterans Day 
showing our appreciation and 

gratitude for their service and 
sacrifice. It was wonderful to 
see our students engaging with 
our veterans and learning from 
their exemplary service.”
  The Salute to Veterans pro-
gram also kicked off the ILS An-
nual Day of Service, which will 
take place on November 24. This 
year, ILS is partnering with the 
Fisher House Foundation. The 
organization provides military 
families housing close to a loved 
one during hospitalization for 
an illness, disease or injury. ILS 
students will be helping to create 
a children’s library for families 
staying at an area Fisher House.

Stories like  
The Ugly Duckling and 
 Giraffes Can’t Dance 

and more

 Featuring:

Join us  

   fo
r th

e free 

   3
rd  Annual 

with illustrative and incidental music provided by  
Opal Studio’s young music students.  

 Opal Music Studio Story Recital
   Hooray for Books! 1555 King St., Sat. Nov. 21 at 4pmat

Exceptional Academics. A Community That Cares. 

PRESCHOOL-GRADE 8
Nurturing academic excellence 

and the confidence to
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To schedule a private tour, admission@browneacademy.org
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS

 COUrTesY PHOTO 
Brigid Schulte visited Burgundy Farm Country Day School for the 
2015 Lois and Eric Sevareid Forum last week to discuss time pres-
sure on parents. Brigid is the founding director of The Good Life 
Initiative at the New America Foundation as well as a former award-
winning journalist, bestselling author, and a self-described recover-
ing helicopter parent who lives with her family in Alexandria.

COUrTesY PHOTO 
Director of Athletics Steve LeBoo guides 7th grade students at 
Burgundy Farm Country Day School through an obstacle course 
on the new outdoor classroom and discovery playground during 
a physical education class in late September.

To commemorate 
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schools@alextimes.com
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2016-2017 Registration for New Families and Open House
on Thursday, November 19th from 8:30 am - 11:00 am

St. Mary’s
Catholic School

National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence

Accepting Applications for 2015–2016

Join us for our Prospective Parents Open House 
on Tuesday, January 27    from 8:30 am- 11:00 amth

Mrs. Janet M. Cantwell, Principal

RSVP to: Mrs. Lisa Bright, Registrar • 703-549-1646, ext. #4910
400 Green Street, Alexandria, VA  22314 | www.smsva.org

St. Mary’s
Catholic School

National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence

Accepting Applications for 2015–2016

Join us for our Prospective Parents Open House 
on Tuesday, January 27    from 8:30 am- 11:00 amth

Mrs. Janet M. Cantwell, Principal

RSVP to: Mrs. Lisa Bright, Registrar • 703-549-1646, ext. #4910
400 Green Street, Alexandria, VA  22314 | www.smsva.org
RSVP to: registrar@smsva.org • 703-549-1646, ext. 4910
400 Green Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | www.smsva.org

Mrs. Janet M. Cantwell, Principal

Cardinals kicker stands out
 Crowds chanting his name. 
53-yard field goals. A 4.3 GPA. 
Sports Illustrated writing about 
him. This could only be one 
man. David Robert Cooper, aka 
“DC” or “Coop.”
 Football didn’t always come 
easy to David Cooper. Grow-
ing up in Korea, his team never 
kicked field goals and rarely 
kicked extra points. Coop had 
just met all of his new team-
mates at Bishop Ireton when 
he was put on the spot by head 
coach Tony Verducci. After 
running two 300 yard sprints, 
Verducci made a wager with 
the team. Cooper would kick 
10 field goals of varying length 
and for each one he missed, the 
team would have to run an extra 
100 yard sprint. Cheers for Coop 
echoed all around Fannon Field.
 The first kick was less than 
impressive, just warming up 
his leg, right? Nope. The team 
breathed a sigh of relief when 
Verducci said we didn’t have to 
run all 7-100 yard sprints. “I was 
embarrassed,” Cooper says, “I 
knew I was capable of so much 
more and I was very frustrated 
with how my first impression 
with the team went.”
 About a month later the 
team was at Randolph-Macon 
Academy for summer practices 
when “DC” made a statement: 
the same kid who could barely 
make an extra point not long ago 
was kicking 30 yard field goals 
with ease. His teammates stood 
in shock on the sideline as they 
began to comprehend the weap-
on that the U.S. Army had given 
them. All except for Bryce Simp-
son, who repeatedly claimed he 
knew his special teams buddy 

was great from the start.
 Cooper’s junior campaign 
began modestly, a few somewhat 
long field goals and kickoffs into 
the end zone but nothing that 
would be ESPN-worthy. Until 
week 3 against St. Albans, when 
the kicking prowess of David 
Cooper was unveiled to the area: 
a 42-yard field goal, in the rain, 
with the wind blowing in his 
face, with room to spare on the 
kick. Not only would this set the 
school record for longest kick, but 
it would also set the stage for Da-
vid to break his own record mul-
tiple times. 
 Fast forward about a year to 
the day and Cooper is driving 
his foot through another ball 
against St. Albans, this time 
from 53 yards. And accord-
ing to the St. Albans game an-
nouncer, even Redskins owner, 
Dan Snyder, was taking notice 
of Coop. Tongue in cheek, he 
proclaimed, “David Cooper? 
Dan Snyder wants to know if 
you’re busy on Sunday.”

Coop was featured in the 
“Faces in the Crowd” section of 
the October 5th issue of Sports 
Illustrated, “I’m definitely not 
used to the attention, but I really 
appreciate the fact that my team-
mate Ryan (Verducci) nominated 
me for the spot in “Faces in the 
Crowd.” I was just doing my job 
and I was lucky enough to be re-
warded with something I’ll never 
forget.” When asked if he had 
anything else to say, he deferred 
to his teammates. “I just want to 
thank my teammates, especially 
Bryce Simpson, who has been 
there from the beginning, for all 
of their support and always mak-
ing me look good.”

 Some very special guests 
have recently joined the kin-
dergarten class at Alexan-
dria Country Day School: 
two baby chicks and seven 
chicken eggs. On loan from a 
farm in Maryland, the chicks, 
named Jack and Sarah, and 
the eggs have joined the class 
for four weeks to complete 
a unit on farms and the life 
cycle of a chicken.
 While waiting for the eggs 
to hatch, students are providing 

hands-on care for Jack and Sar-
ah, and observing their growth 
and development. Observations 
are written and drawn in detail 
in their chick journals.
 “Because our children are 
so invested in the growth and 
development of the chick, the 
quality of writing is very high,” 
said teacher Ellie Hall. “The 
chick journals provide a great 
opportunity for the children 
to showcase what they have 
learned in writing workshop.” COUrTesY PHOTO 

COUrTesY PHOTO 

baby chicks join the  
kindergarten class at ACDS

Lower School Tour
December 2

Lower School Curriculum Night
November 18

Middle & Upper School
Student Visiting Days

December & January

St. Stephen’s &
St. Agnes School

Alexandria, VA v JK-12 v Episcopal v Coed v Extended Day v Transportation
JK-5: 703-212-2705 | 6-12: 703-212-2706 | WWW.SSSAS.ORG/ADMISSION

Pursuing Goodness 
as well as Knowledge

v College preparatory, small classes

v Robotics, 3D printing & modeling,
    design thinking

v Award-winning arts, writing, foreign
    language, and math programs

v Championship athletics
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vantage throughout.
 The hosts went ahead after 
forward Elena Ricci headed 
home a cross from midfielder 
Anna Pusey, and SSSAS went 
into halftime leading 1-0. Af-
ter the break, Holy Child was 
rewarded with an equalizer 
with 22 minutes left to give the 
home side some nerves. But 
just four minutes later, Caro-
line Curran scored the win-
ning goal for the Saints, who 
managed to hold onto their 
one-goal advantage until the 
final whistle.
 The victory in the final 
came just two days after a nail-
biting 1-0 win on November 6 
over local rival Episcopal in 
the semifinals, a game of high 
drama that both teams had sev-
eral chances to win. The teams 
went to the sidelines scoreless 
at halftime, although the Saints 
enjoyed more possession and 
the better early chances. But 
after the break, the hosts fi-
nally got on the board.
 With 29:21 left until the end 

of regulation and with the pos-
sibility of overtime and a pen-
alty shootout looming, Ricci 
collected a long pass, and after 
shaking off the attentions of 
a Maroon defender, managed 
to slot the ball past the keeper 
and give her side the lead. And 
while the visitors pushed hard 
for an equalizer, the Saints’ de-
fense held firm.
 Those performances in the 
ISL tournament were indica-

tive of an offensive unit that 
has gelled over the course 
of the season, which players 
said was thanks to a variety 
of factors.
 “I think definitely our de-
fenders are the ones to thank, 
because they would send the 
ball forward and get it out for 
us to get up there,” Ricci said 
after the semifinal. “Every-
body had the right attitude to 
just keep pushing it forward.”
 “Especially now at the end 
of the season, we’ve learned 
how to play with one another,” 
Pusey said. “I know where I 
can cross the ball and where 
someone can get it in, and 
I have a lot of trust in all the 
players up there. We’ve really 
come together. It’s amazing to 
think of ourselves at the begin-
ning of the season versus now, 
because it’s extraordinary.”
 In the competitive ISL, the 
Saints’ victory over Episcopal 
came just under a month after 

2-1 final win against Holy 
Child follows tight 1-0 
victory over episcopal in 
semifinals
By Chris Teale

 When Chris Arnold was 
appointed head coach of the 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
girls soccer team at the start 
of last season, his aim was to 
make them as dominant as 
the school’s girls lacrosse and 
field hockey programs, both 
of which are regional power-
houses that often are nation-
ally ranked.
 On Sunday, the program 
took an enormous step toward 
that goal, as the team won the 
Independent Schools League 
tournament with a 2-1 victory 
over Holy Child in the final, 
played on home turf at Kelle-
her Field. The Saints came into 
the ISL tournament with the 
No. 2 seed and had home ad-

Stop by and see us.

Same great legal advice with a new location.

1800 Diagonal Road
Suite 325
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.739.4900

www.stites.com

Georgia | Indiana | Kentucky | Tennessee | Virginia

THIS  IS  AN ADVER TISEMENT

PHOTO/CHris Teale
Saints senior Anna Pusey has a shot blocked by 
Episcopal junior Hope Gray during the teams’ 
ISL semifinal at Kelleher Field. SSSAS went on 
to win the ISL tournament with a 2-1 win over 
Holy Child.

Saints win ISL girls soccer championship

We’ve 
really come 

together. it’s 
amazing to think 
of ourselves at 
the beginning of 
the season versus 
now, because it’s 
extraordinary.” 

- anne Pusey
saints midfielder

sPorTs
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the teams’ meeting in confer-
ence play, which ended in a 
scoreless draw as part of the 
two schools’ Seminary Hill 
Cup series of games for the 
girls’ athletics teams. It was a 
result that the players said pre-
pared them well for the post-
season push that followed.
 “They made a commit-
ment to improve after that 
game, and they worked hard 
to do it,” Arnold said. “I think 
it’s all the players’ mentalities 
that made the difference.”
 For the seniors on the 

roster, the tournament vic-
tory is quite a way to cap off 
their time with the program, 
with the Virginia Indepen-
dent Schools Athletic Asso-
ciation state competition set 
to follow.
 “This is such a big deal,” 
said senior captain Fionn For-
tune. “We’ve been working 
for this since last year. That 
was our goal last year and we 
didn’t get there, so when the 
season ended we all came to-
gether and said we wanted to 
be in the final next year. That’s 
been the big picture for us for 
the whole year.”

sainTs          FROM | 14

Saints win ISL field hockey 
title, episcopal wins volleyball 
tournament

episcopal misses out on IAC 
football championship, Ireton 
prepares for VISAA semis

 It took two periods of over-
time and a shootout to separate 
them, but St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes beat local rivals Epis-
copal for its 13th Independent 
Schools League field hockey 
tournament title in 15 seasons.
 The Saints jumped out to a 
3-0 lead against the Maroon in 
the final at Stone Ridge, thanks 
to goals from Emma Day, Car-
oline Sweet and Annie Dyson 
that left them looking strong 
with just over 25 minutes left 
until the final buzzer.
 But the Maroon came roar-
ing back, led by two assists from 
sophomore Isabelle Davidson. 
With 47 seconds remaining in 

the second half, Margaret Col-
lett scored the tying goal after a 
penalty corner to send the game 
into overtime.
 Olivia Gilliam scored the cru-
cial goal in the shootout for the 
Saints, who go into the state field 
hockey tournament on Tuesday 
after the Times’ print deadline 
with the No. 4 seed. Episcopal is 
the No. 6 seed.
 Meanwhile, Episcopal’s vol-
leyball team lived up to its No. 1 
seed in the ISL tournament with a 
3-1 win in the final over National 
Cathedral School. The Maroon 
defeated SSSAS in the semifi-
nals of that tournament and had 
home advantage throughout.

 Episcopal’s football team 
could not earn its first Inter-
scholastic Athletic Confer-
ence crown since 2006, as it 
went down Saturday in a 12-7 
defeat at home to George-
town Prep, which secured the 
championship with the win.
 The Little Hoyas were up 

12-0 at halftime, and while 
the home side pulled back to 
12-7, they could not get any 
more points on the board. 
The Maroon finishes its sea-
son Saturday at home against 
Woodberry Forest in The 
Game, a long-running rivalry 
between the schools.

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

sPorTs shorTs

 Bishop Ireton will face 
Flint Hill at home on Saturday 
in the semifinals of the Virgin-
ia Independent Schools Ath-
letic Association tournament 
after the Cardinals secured the 
No. 2 seed. On Senior Day at 
Fannon Field, Ireton beat John 
Paul the Great 32-3, led by 252 
rushing yards on 23 carries 

and three touchdowns from ju-
nior Perris Jones. Quarterback 
Walker Venable was 9-16 and 
threw for 124 yards.
 Elsewhere, St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes wrapped up its 
football season with a 47-7 de-
molition of St. Albans on Se-
nior Day. Senior Austin Loving 
had 15 carries for 211 yards and 

three touchdowns as running 
back, and also intercepted a 
pass at defensive back. Saints 
concluded the season with a re-
cord of 5-5 overall.
 T.C. Williams’ football sea-
son is over after a 38-14 defeat 
at home to W.T. Woodson on 
Senior Day. The Titans finish 
with a record of 2-8.
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PbS drama ‘mercy Street’ takes 
bow at AmC Hoffman Center 
By Chris Teale

 On January 17, television 
viewers across the country will 
be transported to Civil War-era 
Alexandria in the new series 
“Mercy Street,” the first origi-
nal drama to be produced by 
PBS in over a decade.
 But ahead of the show air-
ing on TV, a smorgasbord of 
city luminaries got the chance 
for a sneak peek on November 
5 as the AMC Hoffman Center 
on Swamp Fox Road hosted the 
series’ premiere, complete with 
appearances from historical in-
terpreters, the lead actors and 
executive producers, all on a red 
carpet close to what is normally 
the theater’s ticket booth.
 The first episode, entitled 
“The New Nurse,” begins the 
story in 1862, when Dorothea 
Dix (Cherry Jones), the superin-
tendent of Union Army nurses, 
assigns newcomer and abolition-
ist Mary Phinney (Mary Eliza-
beth Winstead) from what was 
then known as Washington City 
to a field hospital in Union-occu-
pied Alexandria.
 Phinney quickly becomes 
one of the chief protagonists 
in the story, but she is initially 
shocked to see the battle wounds 
and suffering being experienced 
by soldiers brought in from the 
battlefield to what was the Man-
sion House Hotel but has been 
repurposed for the war effort.
 “It was much more civilized 
in Washington City,” Phinney 
says as she views the scene of 
numerous soldiers awaiting 
treatment from the under-re-
sourced and overstretched field 
surgeons, one of whom is Jede-
diah Foster (Josh Radnor).
 Meanwhile, the owners 
of the hotel remain at the site, 
even as their rooms continue to 
fill with the wounded and dy-

ing, and it is from there that the 
audience meets young Emma 
Green (Hannah James), one of 
the family’s daughters.
 Green is a Confederate sup-
porter but is concerned about the 
fate of some of the soldiers being 
brought in, including love inter-
est Benjamin Franklin “Frank” 
Stringfellow, whom she worries 
is either dead or wounded. 
 The third and final lead is 
Anne Hastings (Tara Summers), 
a knowledgeable if proud nurse 
who says she learned every-
thing she knows from her work 
alongside the legendary Flor-
ence Nightingale in the Crimean 
War a decade earlier. She dem-
onstrates and lectures on various 
wartime nursing techniques, and 
is quick to make Phinney feel 
she is unlikely to measure up to 
her high standards.

 All the characters in “Mercy 
Street” are based on real people 
who lived in the Port City during 
the Civil War, with the scripts 
and plot meticulously crafted us-
ing diaries, memoirs, newspaper 
clippings of the time and other 
primary sources. In addition, the 
series used a number of histori-
ans and experts as consultants, 
whether it be on warfare, medi-
cine or the etiquette of the time.
 “We assembled a large 
panel of advisors and experts, 
because the thing about this 
story is there’s so many facets 
to it,” executive producer Lisa 
Wolfinger said in an interview 
on the red carpet. “We couldn’t 
just do it with one historian. It 
wouldn’t have worked. We actu-
ally ended up with a very large 
panel of advisors. We would re-
volve advisors depending on the 

scenes we were shooting, and I 
think that worked pretty well.”
 The series itself was not 
filmed in Alexandria; instead, 
producers shot in both Rich-
mond and Petersburg. But the 
actors felt right at home when 
they arrived in Alexandria and 
explored some of the historic 
places where the series is based, 
including the Carlyle House, 
which was the Mansion House 
Hotel.
 “We played in a make-
believe Green house, but then 
you’re actually in there,” said 
Summers in an interview on the 
red carpet. “There’s a sense of 
familiarity because you know 
the set so well, but then you’re 
actually in somebody’s home.”
 Being able to have the series 
premiere in Alexandria, about 
two and a half months before it 

is due to be broadcast, was an 
experience the producers and 
cast relished.
 “I don’t think there’s any-
thing more satisfying, especial-
ly if hopefully at the end of the 
night everyone is pleased, if not 
hopefully enthralled, with what 
they experienced,” executive 
producer David Zucker said. 
“Hopefully we’ve honored the 
city and told a story they can be 
proud of and revel in.”
 And with Visit Alexandria 
having planned a number of visi-
tor experiences to tie in with the 
launch of “Mercy Street,” there 
will be plenty of ways for visitors 
and residents alike to experience 
the subject of PBS’ newest drama.
.

“Mercy Street” will be 
broadcast at 10 p.m. on 

January 17 on PBS.

sCene around ToWn

A Port City premiere

PHOTO/CHris Teale

From left to right, executive producers David Zucker and Lisa Wolfinger join lead actors Tara Summers, Hannah James and Mary Eliza-
beth Winstead on the red carpet for the premiere of “Mercy Street” at AMC Hoffman Center.
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Thursday, November 19th
from 7:00 - 9:00 pm

DelRay Tower
3110 Mt Vernon Ave, Alexandria, VA 22305

$50 Donation (Proceeds power Living Legends)

Beaujolais Nouveau Wine Tasting • Silent Auction
Gourmet Food & Dessert • Entertainment

Register at LLAWineEvent.Eventbrite.com

AlexandriaLegends.org

YOU ARE INVITED!

Beaujolais Nouveau
Celebration

now to november 15

FALL BOOK SALE The Friends of 
the Beatley Central Library will hold 
their fall book sale. All items are $3 
or less, unless specially marked, with 
hardbacks, paperbacks, kids’ books 
and audio-visual items available.
Time: Friday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sun-
day 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702 or www.
alexandria.lib.va.us

november 12

VOLUNTEER AWARDS CEL-
EBRATION The 21st annual Vol-
unteers are the Heart of Alexandria 
celebration, hosted by Volunteer 
Alexandria. The event will honor the 
area’s outstanding volunteers and 

celebrate Volunteer Alexandria’s 35 
years of service to the community. 
Tickets cost $20.
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: www.volunteeralexan-
dria.org

november 13

THE 39 STEPS St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes School will present a 
comedic version of “The 39 Steps,” 
adapted from the 1915 novel by John 
Buchan and the 1935 film thriller by 
Alfred Hitchcock. Watch the cast play 
multiple characters, with lightning-
fast changes!
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. Stephen’s and St. Ag-
nes School, Chapel/Performing Arts 
Center, 1000 St. Stephen’s Road
Information: 703-212-2950 or www.
sssas.org/arts

november 14

PANCAKE BREAKFAST AND 
CRAFT FAIR The third annual craft 
fair and pancake breakfast at First 
Christian Church. Proceeds from the 
craft fair, which features local crafters 
and artists selling homemade items, 
will support the church’s local out-
reach ministries, including assistance 
for families and schoolchildren in 
need. Proceeds from the pancake 
breakfast will support the Hunger 
Free Alexandria initiative.
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: First Christian Church, 
2723 King St.
Information: 703-549-3911

THE 39 STEPS St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes School will present a 
comedic version of “The 39 Steps,” 
adapted from the 1915 novel by John 
Buchan and the 1935 film thriller by 
Alfred Hitchcock. Watch the cast play 

multiple characters, with lightning-
fast changes!
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. Stephen’s and St. Ag-
nes School, Chapel/Performing Arts 
Center, 1000 St. Stephen’s Road
Information: 703-212-2950 or www.
sssas.org/arts

TREATY OF GHENT BANQUET 
AND BALL Enjoy a period-inspired 
banquet and program in Triplett’s Ho-
tel with President & Mrs. Madison as 
well as members of his cabinet. Then 
move to the ballroom for a festive 
evening of dancing. Black tie or 1815 
attire encouraged.
Time: 5:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

ST. RITA SCHOOL ANNUAL 5K 
A 5K run or walk fundraiser for the 
school PTO to support school aca-
demics and athletics facilities.
Time: 8 to 10 a.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 600 Dulany St.
Information: 703-864-9883, jpra-
baharan@gmail.com or www.strita5k.
com

ALEXANDRIA COMMUNITY 
HEALTH FAIR Free Health Fair 
for Alexandria’s Adult uninsured 
residents. Many preventive health 
screens and services like flu shots, 
tests for diabetes and haemoglobin, 
vision, hearing and blood pressure 
tests, and more, will be provided  by 
licensed health professionals.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Francis Hammond Middle 
School, 4646 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-4357 or 
alexvauninsured@aol.com

“WHAT A PLACE I HAVE 
FOUND”: JULIA WILBUR IN 

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

Presenting Sponsor of  
Performances for Young Audiences

SCRIPT AND LYRICS BY

Mo Willems
MUSIC BY

Deborah Wicks La Puma
DIRECTED BY

Jerry Whiddon

A  K E N N E D Y  C E N T E R  C O M M I S S I O N

KENNEDY-CENTER.ORG   (202) 467-4600
Tickets also available at the Box Office. Groups call (202) 416-8400.

Nov. 25, 2015–Jan. 3, 2016     Family Theater

Age 
3+

Presenting Sponsor of  
Performances for Young Audiences

SCRIPT AND LYRICS BY

Mo Willems
MUSIC BY

Deborah Wicks La Puma
DIRECTED BY

Jerry Whiddon

A  K E N N E D Y  C E N T E R  C O M M I S S I O N

KENNEDY-CENTER.ORG   (202) 467-4600
Tickets also available at the Box Office. Groups call (202) 416-8400.

Nov. 25, 2015–Jan. 3, 2016     Family Theater

Age 
3+

Laughing Stock                                                      10/24 - 11/14

Marjorie Taub, a middle-aged Upper 
West Side doctor’s wife, is devoted to 
mornings at the Whitney, afternoons at 
the Museum of Modern 
Art and evenings at the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. Plunged into a 
mid-life crisis of Medea- 
like proportions, she’s 
shaken out of her leth- 
argy by the reappear- 
ance of a fascinating and 
somewhat mysterious 
childhood friend. 

Coming soon

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early!

Tuesday, November 17 | Free to the Public
United States Patent and Trademark Office Auditorium 
Madison Building, 600 Dulany Street, Alexandria, Virginia

CIC Expo | 3:00 - 5:00 PM

Awards Ceremony | 5:00 PM

#CICExpocollegiateinventors.org/expo

SEE Calendar | 20
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at home

SEE mold | 19

PHOTO/NOK-OUT
Nok-Out is often an 
effective remedy to 
mildew smells.

 Enjoy carefree living in this 
renovated townhouse tucked 
inside a quiet courtyard just a 
couple of blocks from the riv-
er, shops, restaurants and less 
than a mile from the Braddock 
Road Metro.
 An open-concept main 
level features gleaming wood 
floors, high-end custom fin-

ishes and built-ins. Cozy up 
to the wood burning fireplace 
in the living room, which has 
French doors leading to a 
brick patio.
 The gourmet kitchen boasts 
a granite island and counters, 
stainless steel appliances 
and custom 42-inch cabinets, 
which extend into the dining 

area. The upper level has two 
bedrooms and two updated 
baths, including the Master 
suite with en suite bath and 
two large closets.
 Extra storage can be found 
in the attic with pull down 
stairs. The condo fee includes 
all exterior maintenance of 
the home and grounds.

home oF The WeeK

Ideal living in old Town

Location:  1056 N. Royal St.,  
Alexandria, Va. 22314

Community: Watergate of Old Town

Price: $599,000

Condo Fee: $386 per month

bedrooms: 2

bathrooms: 2

Levels: 2
Parking: 1-space garage

Contact: Christine Garner,  
Weichert Realtors, 703-587-4855,  
www.christinegarner.com

The house is ideally located in a serene courtyard setting.

A masterful renovation has transformed this Watergate of Old Town home.

Humidity, not windows, is source of 
home’s mold problem
By enri de marne 
   Q: The windows on the 
north and east sides of our 
house have black mold stains 
where the wood meets the 
glass. The rooms also have a 
mildew odor.
 We’ve tried spraying Ti-
lex and Clorox bleach and 
wiping the mold off with a 
rag, but the smell returns af-
ter a couple of weeks.
 I’m afraid, with winter 
coming, the smell will never 
go away since the house will 
be closed up. What can we do 
other than replacing the win-
dows? — via email
 A: Replacing the win-
dows will do absolutely 

nothing toward taking care 
of your problem. The new 
windows will suffer the 
same fate, because the 
mold comes from con-
densation on the cold 
surfaces of the glass 
and not from the win-
dows themselves.
 Mold develops 
when the relative hu-
midity (RH) on the 
surfaces affected 
reaches 85 percent or 
higher and the mois-
ture content (MC) 

reaches 20 percent. How-
ever, once started, the 

spores will continue 
to grow at lower lev-
els of RH and MC.

 These levels are eas-
ily achieved on glass 
surfaces and the wood 

frames of windows, par-
ticularly if the house is 
closed up for the winter.
 Keep in mind that 
a house and all its fur-
nishings absorb a con-
siderable amount of 
moisture during the 
summer, which is re-
leased over the fall and 
winter months.

 It sounds as if the 

RH in your house is too high. 
A reasonable RH level in cold 
climates is 30 percent. Please 
examine your lifestyle habits 
and see if you can lower the 
RH. You can buy a moisture 
meter in hardware stores 
if you do not have a way to 
know what it is now.
 The best preventive mea-
sure to lower the levels of 
RH and MC is heat. It may be 
that you keep the thermostat 
too low. If so, try raising it a 
few degrees.
 Controlling the RH to ac-
ceptable levels should even-
tually get rid of the mildew 

PHOTO/Ds CreaTiVe GrOUP

PHOTO/Ds CreaTiVe GrOUP

At a Glance:
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DUCT CLEANING
AIR DUCT & DRYER VENT CLEANING SPECIALISTS
• Residential & Commercial
• Help eliminate dust, mold, pollen, pet
dander & other allergens

• Proven cleaning process with
powerful truck-mounted equipment

• Video Proof of Cleaning (before & after)

Call The Ones
You Can TRUST!

Air Duct Maids 703-866-7600
$50 OFF
Whole System

Cleaning

$150 OFF
Duct/Dryer
Vent Combo

or

With ad. Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 12/15/15

703-866-7600
Or visit us at www.airductmaids.com
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smell. But if you are in a hur-
ry to get rid of it, try spray-
ing Nok-Out (www.nokout.
com) in the air of the affected 
rooms.
 You may also want to set 
containers of Magic Zymes 
(www.magic-zymes.com) in 
the affected rooms, which 
will help keep the air fresh.
 
 Q: The chairs of my din-
ing room set are very squeaky 
when someone sits on them. 
The dowels are slipping and 
need tightening. Can you 
help me further? — via email
 A: For a lasting job, it is 
preferable to mark the vari-
ous parts of the chair to make 
sure that the parts will be put 
back together in the right 
place.
 With a rubber mallet, gen-
tly knock the various pieces 
apart. Next, remove all rem-
nants of any old glue. The 
easiest way to do this is to 
use a Dremel tool.
 Once you are down to raw 
wood, apply a small amount 
of polyurethane glue into 
each hole and put the correct 

part back into it respective 
hole. Again, gently tap the 
various pieces to get them se-
curely in place with the rub-
ber mallet.
 Next, to make sure that 
everything is as tight as it 
can be until the glue has 
cured, use a nylon rope to ap-
ply a tourniquet to each sec-
tion of the chair.
 Leave the tourniquet 
overnight. The chairs should 
be good as new.Excess glue 
also can be removed with 
a utility knife, a chisel or a 
screwdriver.

 Q: I have a problem with 
my ceiling, which has radi-
ant heat pipes. I have had 
the ceiling replastered many 
times in the last 15 years. It 
seems to last for about two 
years and then the cracks re-
appear.
 I have always had the 
plastering done during the 
summertime when the heat is 
off.
 Would it be better to have 
it done when the heat is on? 
The shrinkage would occur 
immediately. Or do you have 
a better idea?

PHOTO/HaMMaCHer sCHleMMer 
Hammacher Schlemmer’s Authentic Sleep Sound Generator.
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644 S. Pickett Street Alexandria, VA 22304  |  703-504-6954 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Sundays 12:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. |  marcopolorugs.com        

Here is where we gladly  

unroll the red carpet for you!

Our Warehouse now open to the Public!

RetiRement 
Sale

78%
Abdullah, Owner

off the suggested 
retail prices

Marco Polo Oriental Rugs
Fine Hand-Made Rugs

UP 
TO

 A: You could try to re-
plaster during the heating 
season and see if this solves 
the cracking problem. But I 
am concerned that during 
the summer, when various 
materials absorb ambient 
moisture, the expansion of 
the plaster may cause some 
problems.
 A better idea I can offer 
you is to have the ceiling 
covered with canvas. It 
looks like wallpaper, but 
is much stronger. This will 
hide the cracks forever.
 Q: Is there such a thing as 

a product that would “hide” 
the sounds of the night in or-
der to sleep better?
 During the summer, we 
like to sleep with a window 
open, but there is so much 
going on outside that it dis-
turbs our sleep. In the winter, 
the noise of the furnace go-
ing on and off is also affect-
ing our sleep.
 I have heard that there are 
machines that provide what I 
believe is called white noise.
 Do you have any informa-
tion on such a machine, how 
it works, as well as the ad-

dress and phone number of 
any firm selling something 
like this?
 A: Hammacher Schlem-
mer & Co. sells such a machine 
called the Authentic Sleep 
Sound Generator. Hammacher 
Schlemmer’s website is www.
hammacher.com and its toll-
free customer service telephone 
number is 800-321-1484.
 I do not have any other in-
formation about the product 
except for the enthusiastic 
endorsement of a reader who 
has used it as a gift to a num-
ber of friends.
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CIVIL WAR ALEXANDRIA Paula 
Tarnapol Whitacre coordinated the 2013-
2014 transcription of Wilbur’s diaries and 
has dug into related primary sources. Her 
presentation will focus on Wilbur’s time 

in Alexandria, with enough “before” and 
“after” to understand how Wilbur got 
here and what she did after the War.
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Location: Kate Barrett Library, 717 
Queen St.
Information: 703-746-1703

november 17

HOMESCHOOL DAY: PHARMA-
CIES THEN AND NOW What 
exactly does a pharmacist do?  Com-
pare the job in the 1800s to today and 
learn about some of the chemistry that 
makes their work possible.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-4242
PROPER CIDER LECTURE The 
Alexandria-Caen Sister Cities Com-
mittee presents the lecture “Proper 
Cider and its Celtic Origins: From 
Gaul, Galicia, and Great Britain to 
America,” featuring Charlotte Shelton, 
co-founder and operating manager of 
Albemarle Cider Works.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 202-203-0177 or 
alexandriacaensistercities@gmail.com

november 18

CIVIL WAR LECTURE:  ALEX-
ANDRIA AS A MAJOR HOS-
PITAL CENTER Learn some facts 
before PBS airs the fictional “Mercy 
Street” in January. Doug Coleman will 

focus on what happened at The Man-
sion House Hospital, Seminary and 
L’Ouverture, Washington Street United 
Methodist Church and convalescent 
camps. The talk will also touch on 
Civil War medicine and nursing.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Church of St. Andrew and 
St. Margaret, 402 E. Monroe St.
Information: 703-963-9616 or www.
standrewandstmargaret.org

november 19

HOLIDAY CONTAINER GAR-
DENING The Alexandria Beautification 
Commission is sponsoring a program 
on holiday container gardening. Cynthia 
Brown of the Smithsonian Gardens will 
be presenting on how to use container 
gardens to decorate for the holidays.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
Information: alexandriabeautifica-
tion@gmail.com

november 21

CHARITY CRAFT FAIR The sixth 
annual charity craft fair, hosting over 
45 local vendors selling handmade 
goods such as jewelry, soaps, fabric 

items and much more. All profits are 
donated to an organization that pro-
motes economic and social improve-
ments in Kenya and Tanzania.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School, 
3330 King St.
Information: 703-819-3643

CIDER TASTING Celebrate 
Virginia Cider Week with a special 
tasting hosted by the Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum in partnership with the 
Alexandria-Caen Sister Cities Com-
mittee including cider tastings, music 
and light refreshments. Tickets are 
$45 per person.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

november 22

RUN FOR SHELTER Carpenter’s 
Shelter’s fifth annual Run for Shelter 
includes a 5K, 10K and 1-mile fun 
run to suit all skill levels and ages. All 
proceeds from the event go toward 
ending homelessness in the Alexandria 
community.

a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria Times

hen patrons first enter 
the door of the newest 

Giant Food location at 
621 E. Glebe Road, they are im-
mediately struck by a feeling that 
something is special and quite 
different about this grocery store. 
There is a lovely palette of warm 
colors of greens, reds and yellow 
with splashes of orange that look 
gorgeous with soft natural light of 
the produce section.
 In the short time Giant has 
been open, it has already become 
a neighborhood destination for the 
residents and businesses that pop-
ulate this area along the busy Jef-
ferson Davis Highway corridor.
 There are a myriad of reasons 
to make the Giant a regular part 
of one’s shopping routine besides 
the competitive prices, beauti-
ful displays and cheery, helpful 

staff. The store has an extensive 
natural and organic foods section 
with a multitude of healthy eating 
options.
 There is also an extremely 
popular fresh smoothie bar as 
well as freshly baked made-to-
order pizza. Each pizza is freshly 
baked on site and may be enjoyed 
on the premises or taken home for 
dinner or lunch. 
 Hungry but not in the mood 
for a pizza or smoothie? Grab a 
super bagel from the bagel bin or 
try some artisan bread from the 
bread bar or a muffin. Everything 
is so delicious, customers will 
not even consider waiting until 
they get home to partake of these 
baked goodies. Many of the deli-
cious baked goods are prepared 
on site in the Giant bakery.
 Want something small and 

healthy to devour on the spot? 
Then head for the Giant sushi bar. 
In the mood to relax with a latte 
on a fall day? The on-site Giant 
Starbucks with its free wifi is 
the place to be. No one will feel 
rushed to move along and give up 
their table. 
 Make an outing of checking 
out the new Giant Store and enjoy 
the whole grocery shopping expe-
rience for perhaps the first time. 
Grab a cup of coffee, sample the 
sushi bar or indulge in a freshly 
baked pizza and discover for 
yourself why this grocery store is 
a great place to frequent.

The new Giant Food by Potomac 
Yard Shopping Center is open 

from 6 a.m. until midnight Sun-
day through Friday, and 6 a.m. 

until 11 p.m. on Saturdays.

Potomac Yard Giant offers 
great selection, fresh meals

Before After

Take a look at our project portfolio and testimonials 

Hire Us
703-220-6494

www.MetroPaintHomeImprovements.com

Metropolitan  
Paint and Home  
Improvements Inc.

“Consistently excellent work.”

To feature your business in Shop Around the Corner Call Alexandria Times at 703-739-0001. 
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Calendar     FROM | 17

SEE Calendar | 21

W

Love the hat! 
Where’d you

get it?

Thanks!
I made it.

Make your own.

1219 King Street, Alexandria, VA 
703.664.0344    www.fibrespace.com
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This week in 2009:
Fall brawl brings more than boxing to the ring – 
 “From the bustling stretch of North Patrick Street, it is easy 
to see the flurry of activity just about every night inside the 
boxing room at the new Charles Houston Recreation Center. 
What’s not so easy to see through the windows at 35 mph are 
the dogged faces of dedication dripping with sweat and the 
knowing sense of camaraderie they share with each other for a 
few hours each day.”

Standing the test of time – “You see them everywhere 
— those oval plaques that adorn many historic buildings along 
the streets of Old Town. But what exactly do they mean and 
how do they get there? Unknown to many, that’s where this 
weekend’s Historic Alexandria Antiques Show comes in.”

For T.C., playoffs must wait until next year – “On 
the eve of the most significant game in their football lives and the 
last installment of a topsy-turvy season, the Titans bunked up as 
a team in the school’s gymnasium for solidarity. Having picked 
up two crucial wins to preserve their playoff hopes, the T.C. Wil-
liams football team simply did not think losing their regular sea-
son finale to Robert E. Lee was in the realm of possibility.”

Turning back Time 
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GERELI MARBLE & GRANITE

Best Prices
Guaranteed

CUSTOM DESIGN
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Counter Tops
• Fireplace
• Custom Floors
• Vanity Tops
• Tile
• Residential & Commercial

8241-I Backlick Road • Lorton, Virginia 22079
Licensed & Insured • 703.339.0300  •  Fax: 703.339.0400 •  www.gereli.com

Free

Estimates
FreeSink &Install
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FreeSink &Install

Time: 8 a.m.
Location: U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office, Madison Building, 600 
Dulany St.
Information: www.carpentersshel-
ter.org

november 23

PARKING: EVERYBODY 
TALKS ABOUT IT Agenda: Alex-
andria discusses parking in the city, 
the findings of the Old Town Parking 
Study and the extension of parking 
meter hours. Featured speakers are 
Yon Lambert, Nate Macek, Charlotte 
Hall and Bert Ely.
Time: Reception 6:15 p.m., buffet 
dinner 6:45 p.m., program 7:15 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage, 5000 
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 703-548-7089 or 
info@agendaalexandria.org

november 26

ALEXANDRIA TURKEY TROT 
A Thanksgiving morning tradition, 
the 40th annual Alexandria Turkey 
Trot is the city’s premiere Turkey Trot. 
With over 6,000 runners, as well as 
stroller and dog divisions the Turkey 
Trot is a great way to start your 
Thanksgiving morning.
Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
Middle School, 1005 Mount Vernon 
Ave.
Information: 703-258-4516 or 
pmiler1806@comcast.net

november 27

TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY 
An official event at which the city tree 
is lit and visited by Santa to open the 
holiday season. Program to include 
a welcome by the Town Crier, the 
mayor and other city officials.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-5592

BLACK FRIDAY SALE AND 
FESTIVITIES Local boutiques 
will open early, offering once-a-year 
deals to lure shoppers to Alexandria. 
Participating stores will open at 6 

a.m., offering initial discounts of 
up to 30 percent off. At 8 a.m., the 
discounts drop to 20 percent off and 
10 percent off starting at 10 a.m.
Time: All day
Location: Old Town
Information: 703-746-3301

TEA WITH SANTA AND MRS. 
CLAUS Join Santa and Mrs. Claus 
for tea, cocoa and some tasty treats. 
There will be stories and magic 
tricks, then at the end of tea time, 
Santa will lead a parade to the tree 
lighting.  
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Union Street Public 
House, 121 S. Union St.
Information: www.unionstreetpubli-
chouse.com

november 27-28

MOUNT VERNON BY CANDLE-
LIGHT Enjoy character-guided tours 
of the first and second floors of the 
mansion, 18th-century dancing and 
fireside caroling. On the final stop 
of the tour, guests will hear about 
Washingtons’ holiday cooking and 
see a reproduction of Martha’s Great 
Cake. “Mrs. Washington” and Alad-
din the Christmas camel will also 
be on site. Admission costs $22 for 
adults, $15 for youth.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: info@mountvernon.org 
or www.mountvernon.org

november 27-Jan 6

CHRISTMAS AT MOUNT VERNON 
Visit George Washington’s estate 
and see Aladdin the camel on the 
grounds, in honor of the camel that 
Washington paid to visit Mount 
Vernon in 1787. Stroll through Mount 
Vernon’s modern buildings and 
view sparkling holiday decorations, 
featuring 12 dazzling Christmas trees 
and historical chocolate-making dem-
onstrations. Experience Christmas 
how the Washingtons would have cel-
ebrated it on a tour of the mansion, 
including the rarely-open third floor.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 

Memorial Highway
Information: info@mountvernon.org 
or www.mountvernon.org

december 3-8

SNOW DAY A nonverbal production 
that sees a playful winter elf take Skip 
on an adventure showing her just how 
magical snow can be. Tickets are $9 
for adults and children.
Time: Thursday 10:30 a.m., Friday 
10:30 a.m., Saturday 10 & 11:30 
a.m., Monday 10:30 a.m., Tuesday 
10:30 a.m.
Location: The Lab Theatre at Con-
vergence, 1819 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-967-0437 or 
www.artsonthehorizon.org

december 4-5

MOUNT VERNON BY CANDLE-
LIGHT Enjoy character-guided tours 
of the first and second floors of the 
mansion, 18th-century dancing and 
fireside caroling. On the final stop 
of the tour, guests will hear about 
Washingtons’ holiday cooking and 
see a reproduction of Martha’s Great 
Cake. “Mrs. Washington” and Alad-
din the Christmas camel will also 
be on site. Admission costs $22 for 
adults, $15 for youth.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: info@mountvernon.org 
or www.mountvernon.org

december 4-23

HOLIDAY MARKET ANNUAL 
FESTIVAL Modeled in similar 
fashion to Europe’s festive Christmas 
markets, the Alexandria’s Holiday 
Festival will encourage shoppers to 
“shop outside the box” and come 
outdoors to the festival to find 
unique art and craft items, enjoy 
sweets and mulled wine.
Time: December 4, 5, 6 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m., December 11, 12, 13 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., December 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: 300 John Caryle St.
Information: alexandriaholidaymar-
ket@gmail.com or www.alexandria-
holidaymarket.com/contact-us

Calendar     FROM | 20
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our View

OpinionAppreciating those 
who served

your Views

To the editor:
 Unless Alexandria drops 
the at-large voting format 
for city council elections, 
we must confront the sad 
phenomenon that our local 
Democratic Party is frustrat-
ing representational democ-
racy. Why bother to vote if 
the choice is preordained?
 This election returned 
every council incumbent to 
office. It is clear democracy 
was not at work. Instead, 
in a city dominated by the 
Democratic Party, the slate 
of tax-and-spend candidates 
selected in its primary by a 
tiny contingent of its politi-
cal apparatchiks prevailed. 
The general election simply 
became a rubber stamp of a 
foregone conclusion.
 Let’s re-establish repre-
sentational democracy in 
Alexandria. Like our school 

board elections, and like 
city council elections in 
many other American cities, 
Alexandria residents should 
be able to elect someone 
from among their commu-
nities to represent them on 
city council. They should 
not be picked by an ersatz 
politburo.
 However it came to pass, 
Alexandria is a one-party 
town. If you like the in-
creased debt and density pol-
icies of the controlling party 
and the dismissive manner 
in which the council treats 
the citizens whose interests 
it purports to promote, you 
will be very defensive to any 
suggestion of change. Power 
is an intoxicating elixir: once 
you taste it, you don’t want to 
give it up. 
 Example: Del Pepper, a 
sweet lady who has been in 

office for far too long, used 
the at-large voting format to 
defeat Bob Wood, a distin-
guished T.C. Williams grad-
uate whose lifetime career 
accomplishments, proven 
management skills and solu-
tions are so exemplary that 
our nation has recognized 
them with awards, high 
rank and progressively more 
substantive responsibilities.
 Pepper was selected as a 
general election candidate 
through the Democratic 
Party primary; Bob Wood 
was not. But if we had rep-
resentational democracy, 
then Bob Wood would have 
been elected to council by 
his community and Del Pep-
per would have had to per-
suade hers why she deserves 
to remain in office. 

- Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

At-large council seats are a disservice

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson Veterans Day is an opportunity to say a heartfelt thank 

you to the current and former members of America’s 
armed forces.
 We thank those currently risking their lives fighting 
the self-proclaimed Islamic State in the Middle East, the 
nearly 30,000 U.S. troops serving in the Korean demili-
tarized zone, and military personnel serving at American 
bases at home and around the world. With more than 2 
million people currently holding active duty or reserve 
positions, the U.S. military has the second most person-
nel in the world, behind only China.
 Those who volunteer do so for a variety of reasons. A 
sense of patriotism — of wanting to serve one’s country 
— is usually one motivating factor. Mixed in for most is 
the allure of a rewarding career and training that can be 
used later in civilian life, as well as an opportunity to go 
to college via the GI Bill. For some, the primary draw is 
a chance to travel beyond their hometowns and see the 
country and world. Regardless of their reasons for volun-
teering, we are grateful.
 We also thank all of the living veterans of U.S. wars, 
from World War II through the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. 
 According to the U.S. Census Bureau, there were 
nearly 20 million living American veterans as of 2013, 
although the number of World War II vets is rapidly de-
clining. Stories can sometimes be told best in numbers, 
so here are a few statistics about U.S. veterans and ser-
vice personnel to mull:
	 •	There	are	more	than	1.3	million	Americans	on	active	
duty, with more than 800,000 reservists.
	 •	There	are	approximately	2.5	million	veterans	of	the	
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
	 •	The	largest	living	group	of	veterans	is	from	the	Viet-
nam War, at more than 7 million.
	 •	More	 than	 16	 million	Americans	 fought	 in	World	
War II, but according to the National World War II Mu-
seum, an average of nearly 500 veterans of the conflict 
die each day, leaving the total of living veterans at less 
than 900,000.
	 •	The	last	American	World	War	I	veteran	died	in	2011.
	 •	 Of	 the	 44	 U.S.	 presidents,	 26	 served	 in	 the	 mili-
tary, including nine in a row from Harry Truman though 
George H.W. Bush. The most recent president to serve 
was George W. Bush, who was a reservist during the 
Vietnam War.
 If you haven’t already, please take the time to thank 
the veterans and active-duty service members in your 
lives, from the grandfather who fought in World War II 
and the uncle who served in Vietnam to the neighbor who 
just got back from Iraq. It’s OK; go hug a vet.
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We need a ward system in 
city council elections

republicans must enter 
Democratic primaries

To the editor:
 Your November 5, 2015 editorial, 
“Some takeaways from the Democratic 
sweep,” misses the mark. The editorial 
theorizes that strong Democrat turnout 
and a stronger slate of candidates were 
the reasons that Republicans were un-
able to win a single city race this year.
 The answer is much simpler than 
that. Citywide council districts, coupled 
with a large majority of Democrat vot-
ers across the city, stack the deck against 
candidates from other parties, year after 
year. It also dilutes the ability of neigh-
borhoods to have their voice heard.
 Your comment that the four defeat-
ed Republican candidates were little 
known outside of Old Town tells us 
two things: there are lots of Republi-
cans in Old Town, and once again they 
have been denied a single seat on city 
council. While some Alexandrians 
might not see an issue with this disen-

franchisement, it bears noting that the 
use of citywide council districts have 
been a favorite tool of racial segrega-
tionists for years to dilute minority po-
litical power, and a frequent cause of 
litigation under the Voting Rights Act.
 It also bears noting that one-party 
rule benefits no one. It dulls the debate, 
breeds complacency and contempt for 
dissent in officials, not to mention an-
ger and frustration in disenfranchised 
voters — all of which have been on 
ample display in Alexandria the last 
several years.
 Alexandria can and should do bet-
ter by its residents, its neighborhoods 
and their often legitimate and differing 
points of view. The waterfront plan, 
which disproportionately impacts Old 
Town, is a prime example. Citywide 
voting districts need to go.
   - Brian W. Higgins

Alexandria

To the editor:
 I would like to present an alterna-
tive view to your editorial analysis of 
the city election (“Some takeaways 
from the Democratic sweep,” No-
vember 5), one rooted in quantitative 
analysis as a counterpoint to your edi-
torial’s qualitative conclusions.
 The Republican candidates, al-
though skewed toward Old Town, 
were all high caliber, locally focused, 
and primarily moderate. They lost 
for two reasons having nothing to do 
with them as candidates:
 First, in an increasingly polarized 
electorate, the majority of Alexan-
dria voters are unwilling to consider 
splitting their tickets, making any 
Republican, no matter how worthy, 
unelectable here, as Democrats nowa-
days are in rural Virginia.
 Second, in order for the Republi-
cans to win here, they need a com-
bination of high Republican turnout 
with a lackluster showing from Dem-
ocrats.
 In this election, both parties pro-
duced a good turnout. The 2,000 or 
so votes separating Republicans Bob 

Wood and Monique Miles from Dem-
ocrat Willie Bailey represent 8 to 10 
percent of voters participating in the 
election.
 Compare that with the 2009 gu-
bernatorial election, which the Re-
publican candidate won by 18 percent 
statewide, while losing in Alexandria 
by 30 percentage points. The Repub-
lican candidates ran fabulously, but 
that is not good enough to win here.
 The big story your editorial missed 
is that Mayor Bill Euille’s 9,700 write-
in votes hint that he could have found 
enough votes to win the Democratic 
primary had he not been so overcon-
fident. One suspects that he did not 
even realize how much political trou-
ble he was in until the weekend before 
the primary.
 Now everyone understands the 
new rules of the game: Republicans 
are per se unelectable here, but they 
can help make a difference by cross-
ing over into the Democratic primary. 
And increasingly, the Democratic pri-
mary here is tantamount to election.
   - Dino Drudi

Alexandria

Alexandria in Action
with John Porter  

 The Halloween candy is gone. 
There’s a chill in the air. It gets dark 
at 5 p.m. Stores have their Christ-
mas displays up and holiday music is 
playing. We must be getting close to 
Thanksgiving.
 And while I truly don’t understand 
why we rush the seasons, I do enjoy 
this time of year, as it is generally a 
time for family, friends, food and fun. 
 It is also a time when we tend to focus 
a bit more on helping others and reflect-
ing on what’s truly important 
in life. In the next few weeks, 
many of us will be providing do-
nations of food, helping to serve 
Thanksgiving dinner and gener-
ally thinking more about those in 
need in our community — those 
who don’t have the connections 
to family that we enjoy, who 
don’t have the benefits that we 
sometimes take for granted.
 It is a time when we tend to act 
more on our thoughts of helping oth-
ers than just thinking about those in 
need and wishing we could do more. 
As we approach the giving season, I 
offer some thoughts on ways you may 
be able to build on your desire to help, 
your wish to truly make a difference in 
someone else’s life.
1. Find your passion and follow it: 

We all have different interests. If you 
haven’t figured out what you truly 
care about and where you can make 
a difference, there is no better time 
than now to do so. This time of the 
year provides numerous opportuni-
ties to get involved. Most of us are so 
very lucky to be in the circumstances 
in which we find ourselves. Helping 
others who are not as fortunate can 
be beneficial not only to the recipi-
ent but to the provider. If you don’t 
know what your passion is or aren’t 
sure how to follow it, you may want 
to join Senior Services of Alexandria 
and ACT for Alexandria on Novem-
ber 18 for the program, Finding Your 
Passion — Leaving Your Legacy, 
which may help you better figure this 
out. Go to www.seniorservicesalex.
org or www.actforalexandria.org for 
more information. 

2. Volunteer your time: Use the next 

few weeks to volunteer with various 
organizations of interest to find where 
you might be of assistance and make 
a difference. Once you find what’s 
right for you, continue your connec-
tion in 2016, providing whatever 
time and expertise you have, to help 
others. Volunteer Alexandria (www.
volunteeralexandria.org) may be of 
help in matching you with volunteer 
opportunities in the city. 

3. Make a donation: You will soon be 
receiving, if you haven’t 
already, numerous appeals 
for financial donations from 
deserving nonprofits, both 
locally and nationally. While 
understanding you can’t pos-
sibly give to all, there is no 
better time to determine what 
you care most about and 
where you might have the 

largest impact. Part of ACT’s commit-
ment to the community is to provide 
residents with objective information to 
assist them in their giving. If you have 
questions or we can be of help with 
your philanthropic decision-making, 
just let us know.

4. Do something nice and unexpected: 
While hopefully this is the way we 
all generally operate, the holidays 
are the perfect time to extend the 
practice of doing something nice for 
someone else, particularly if they 
don’t expect it. It can be something 
simple like leaving a larger tip than 
usual for someone who has provided 
great service, or making sure those 
with whom you generally do busi-
ness know how you appreciate the 
quality of their work. It, of course, 
can be larger and even more impact-
ful, such as reconnecting with an es-
tranged family member or extending 
an invitation to dinner for a neighbor 
or colleague. Let your imagination 
be your guide. 

 Lastly, don’t forget yourself. Be 
sure to use this time to enjoy fam-
ily and friends and to remember how 
lucky you are. Take some time for you. 
Enjoy the season.
 

The writer is the president and  
CEO of ACT for Alexandria.

It’s that time of year

John Porter
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To the editor:
 Once again, our beautiful city of Al-
exandria has been defaced by thousands 
of signs promoting candidates for may-
or, city council, school board and the 
Virginia General Assembly.
 These signs are everywhere — in 
the medians of streets, on parkland, on 
church and school grounds — anywhere 
that two metal wires can be shoved into 
the soil. One sign was wired to a traffic 
stop sign. Some candidates have placed 
signs in the yards of residents without 
seeking the owner’s permission.
 This display is getting ridiculous. 
One candidate posted 16 signs within a 
one-block median area of Duke Street. 
His opponent had 17 signs, many of 
which were placed in front of the other 
candidate’s signs so as to block them 
from view.
 When a recent storm brought rain 
and wind, signs were blown over and 
into the street and yards, where many 
remained weeks later.
 It is time for the new city council to 
reign in this gluttony. Some candidates 
seem to think that we voters elect the 
person who erects the most signs, when 
we do not. It would be a significant im-
provement for the electoral process if 
more time were spent bringing issues to 
the electorate.
 City council should enact an ordi-
nance prohibiting campaign signs on 
public property, including street medi-
ans and curbs, sidewalks, parkland and 
government buildings. If a private prop-
erty owner wishes to place 100 signs in 
their private yard, so be it.
 But this vandalism of our city must 
stop.

- M. T. Monson Jr.
Alexandria

To the editor:
 At the city council hearing 
on Robinson Terminal North 
last month, I fell through yet 
another cosmic bunny hole at 
City Hall. To wit:
 The introductory brief-
ing on the project I took to 
be from the developer. Only 
after someone told me did 
I realize that city staff had 
made the presentation. They 
used words like “celebrated,” 
which is hardly objective.
 Robinson Terminal North’s 
proximity to the eastern 
terminus of the King Street 
Trolley was repeatedly mis-
represented as a “couple 
blocks,” in a staff effort to 
justify the developer’s re-
quest for a waiver for city-
required on-site parking for 
four restaurants. Where I 
grew up, “a couple” meant 
two. Only after questioning 
by Vice Mayor Allison Sil-

berberg did the truth emerge: 
five blocks.
 Only after pressure from 
the vice mayor did staff ut-
ter the word “arsenic,” the 
presence of which at the 
site had been obfuscated all 
afternoon. Approximately 
5,000 truckloads of arsenic 
and other chemical-laden 
soil will be trucked from the 
site through Alexandria’s 
residential neighborhoods 
and the haul routes of other 
municipalities. The soil also 
contains lead and petroleum 
byproducts, at a minimum.
 Neighbors pleaded for 
barging, but staff recom-
mended trucking, due to the 
“cost differential.” The de-
veloper added, “On any proj-
ect a developer has to fund, 
it’s all about the entire cost.”
 Talk at the Ad Hoc Wa-
terfront Construction Moni-
toring Group, a resident-city 

entity, was spun by staff 
to indicate the group’s ap-
proval. That’s not what I’ve 
observed at every one of its 
meetings.
 Multiple missteps and 
“growing pains” at the Carr 
hotel site are being used by 
the city as “lessons learned” to 
“get it right” at Robinson Ter-
minal North. It seems to me a 
city chartered in 1749 would 
have pretty much gotten it 
right by now. The city is now 
looking at “staffing recom-
mendations” to try and moni-
tor development properly.
 Multiple violations of the 
city’s own waterfront plan 
were pointed out by residents 
in the areas of parking and 
architectural context, to name 
a couple. But the developer 
invoked the same waterfront 
plan as a guiding light, and 
staff talked of compliance 
with the plan. Guess who 

council listened to?
 At this hearing, citizens 
spoke unanimously against 
the project for multiple, 
valid reasons, but council 
approved it. It is quite clear 
living here for 16 years and 
from at least three years of 
fairly close City Hall obser-
vation that development and 
developer profits trump the 
safety, welfare and concerns 
of Alexandria residents, and 
the character of the third 
oldest historic district in the 
United States. City council, 
staff and appointed boards 
and commissions side with 
the developers against the 
will of the citizens in almost 
every instance. 
 If you’re sitting near 
properties that can be de-
veloped or redeveloped, 
you’re next.

- Hal Hardaway
Alexandria

To the editor:
 Last Friday, Alexandria 
City Public Schools had a 
community event to launch 
the district’s five-year strate-
gic plan, entitled ACPS 2020. 
This event was aimed at en-
gaging the whole commu-
nity and enlightening them a 
little about its mission: Every 
student succeeds.
 Community engage-
ment is one of the six goals 
laid out in the strategic plan. 
While academic excellence 
is our core business, strong 
operations — finance, hu-
man resources and commu-
nications — support ACPS 
in reaching its goals. We can 
have the best teachers in the 
classroom, but they can only 
be so effective when the in-
frastructure and institution-
al supports are weak. All 
departments need to be on 
point to achieve our goals.

 This is why strategic 
plans like ACPS 2020 are 
important — they define 
the mission and vision for 
the organization as a whole. 
Strategic plans give em-
ployees, leadership, boards 
and the community at-large 
a sense of confidence and 
purpose. Only through ev-
eryone pulling in the same 
direction can ACPS see ev-
ery student succeed.
 The Alexandria City 
School Board has worked 
hard to improve public dia-
logue so that residents have 
an accurate view of what 
is happening in the school 
system today and what our 
plans are for the future. 
Through the ACPS 2020 
launch event, Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley and his 
staff were able to share the 
six goals that a committee 
of residents, ACPS staff 

and school board members 
worked to draw up over the 
last school year.
 It is healthy for orga-
nizations as large as ours, 
with 14,700 students and 
more than 2,600 employ-
ees, to be clear about the 
mission and then support 
it. Even with a conser-
vative budget, the com-
munications department 
planned a good event by 
using in-house talent, like 
the graphic designer and a 
video specialist.
 When our board knew 
that we would be taking on 
this task, we budgeted ap-
propriately in fiscal 2016 
for the complete strategic 
plan rollout. The commu-
nications department bud-
get helps ACPS advance its 
mission to support and pro-
mote every aspect of ACPS 
news.

 How do you know we 
had a good event? We 
planned for 500 people, but 
more than 2,000 showed 
up. And they enjoyed the 
celebration of seeing so 
many other ACPS fami-
lies and learning about the 
mission. But if you are one 
of the people that did not 
get pizza or was not able 
to make it through the 
whole event, we promise 
we will be ready for you 
next time.
 Alexandrians, get ready 
for quality community in-
volvement. Because this is 
what it looks like — even 
with a small budget and a 
small team. There are great 
things happening at ACPS. 
And we want you to be a 
part of it.

- Karen Graf
Chairwoman, Alexandria 

City School Board

Campaign signs 
are a scourge

robinson Terminal North hearing was a farce

ushering in a new era of community 
involvement in local schools

email comments, 
rants & raves to 

letters@alextimes.com

Who  
Cares? 
We do.
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

From The WeB

ithin a decade of his 
arrival in New York fol-

lowing the German Rev-
olution of 1848, Charles Magnus 
had already established himself as 
one of America’s most prominent 
lithographers.
 His firm produced more than 
1,000 prints of American cities and 
patriotic scenes, eagerly sought by 
the public because of their superior 
technical detail and print quality. 
The clarity of Magnus’ prints was 
further enhanced by a revolution-
ary steam printing press developed 
by another German associate.
 Lithographs were developed 
by using a grease crayon to draw a 
scene on an engraver stone or metal 
plate, then by dampening the plate 
with water and wiping with an oil-
based ink to absorb the grease and 
distinguish the delicate lines that 
emerged after the engraving pro-
cess. Once pressed onto paper, the 
image was easily mass-produced 
to create large prints, letter sheets, 
envelopes and song sheets.
 As the Civil War broke out, 
Magnus opened a studio in D.C. to 
record battle scenes and views of 
Southern cities associated with the 
war. This detail from his “Bird’s Eye 
View of Alexandria, VA,” produced 
in 1863, documents the King Street 
corridor from the Potomac River 
waterfront to Shuter’s Hill and be-
yond. Unlike many of his Bird’s Eye 
views of American cities, usually 
viewed from an angled perspective, 
this symmetrical view is focused 
due west and presents an almost 
two-dimensional view of the city.
 But although only the eastern 
facades of most buildings are de-
picted, and their basic design is 
rather simple, the detail in record-
ing the styles of roofs, notable ar-
chitectural features and surround-
ing landscape detail is incredibly 
accurate. Even building materials 

are reflected through the use of 
color — pink and gray for masonry, 
white for wood frame. Notably, the 
record of Union Army installations 
throughout the city is carefully re-
corded in the urban scene, with 
some even identified by small num-
bers corresponding to a key in the 
lower portion of the map.
 Well before the Civil War, the 
main commercial thoroughfare in 
Alexandria had shifted from Cam-
eron to King Street, and by the 
1850s, a wave of German immi-
gration associated with that coun-
try’s revolution and persecution 
resulted in the replacement of for-
mer artisan shops with emporiums 
selling mass-produced items, often 
by German Jews. 
 But surprisingly, there was 
little controversy associated with 
this new influx of Eastern Euro-
pean immigrants, and by the time 
the war broke out, Germans had 
firmly established themselves as 
an accepted part of the Alexandria 
community. With thousands of 
Union soldiers stationed or passing 
through Alexandria, many of these 
same stores were divided into two 
or more commercial spaces, with 
separate vendors hawking life’s 
necessities and souvenirs to men 
who had often had strayed no far-
ther than fifty miles from their 
Northern homes.
 Although the city was occupied 
by Union forces throughout the 
Civil War, Magnus’ view presents 
an orderly and safe enclave. The 
city appears quiet and well pro-
tected by the numerous “Defenses 
of Washington” forts on the treeless 
horizon, including Fort Ellsworth, 
built and named for Col. Elmer E. 
Ellsworth just days after his un-
timely death on May 24, 1861.
 Just to the right of Fort Ells-
worth is the large building known 
as Aspinwall Hall at the Virginia 

Theological Seminary, used as a 
hospital during the war. Before the 
Peninsula Campaign, the Semi-
nary was the headquarters of Gen. 
George McClellan, who also lived 
on the property with his wife, chil-
dren and mother-in-law.
 Due to the relative safety of 
Alexandria during the war, many 
Union officers had their families 
join them in Alexandria, often 
commandeering the fine homes 
in the city for personal use. Rebel 
Alexandrians and King Street 
shopkeepers quietly despised these 
Northern wives for their arrogance 
and constant complaints about the 
scarcity and quality of goods avail-
able for sale in Alexandria.
 One exception was the cro-
cheted handgoods created by lo-
cal girls who were members of a 
secret group known as the Soci-
ety of the Golden Circle. Proceeds 
from their delicate needlework 
sold along King Street to Union 
soldiers and their wives were 
smuggled to Richmond to aid the 
Confederate war effort.

Out of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria.

W
The German descent upon Alexandria In response to 

“Some takeaways 
from the Democratic 
sweep,” November 6:
Publius writes:
 The result is only puz-
zling if you do not think 
that having your name on 
the ballot actually matters. 
Or if you believe that party 
affiliation does not matter.
 There were undoubt-
edly plenty of people who 
had no particular opinion 
on development, transpar-
ency or any similar issues, 
who voted for Silberberg 
because she was the Demo-
cratic nominee, because she 
was the only name on the 
ballot, or for both reasons.
 Unless you think that the 
general election electorate 
was much more supportive 
of her on the issues than the 
Democratic primary elector-
ate was, which seems ex-
tremely unlikely to me.

Haunches writes:
 Unfortunately, Repub-
licans view Alexandria as a 
lost cause and decided not 
to invest time or money in 
what would very likely be 
losing efforts, especially 
since the elections were 
moved to November to 
goose Democratic turn-
out. It is probably wise 
for them not to bother, and 
look to elections in cities 
and counties where they 
can be more competitive.
 The only competitive 
elections will be in Demo-
cratic primaries. That is too 
bad because it means there 
will be no voices outside one 
party, effectively alienating 
a portion of the constitu-
ency. But once the elections 
were moved to November, 
the Alexandria Democratic 
Committee figured out that 
that constituency doesn’t 
matter and can be ignored.

Weekly Poll

  59% Split ticket.    41% Straight ticket. 

This Week 
In light of the recent homicide in beverley Park, do 
you feel safe in Alexandria’s parks?

Last Week 
Did you vote for all one party or split your vote in the 
city council election?
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ACroSS
1 Absolute chaos
7 “Great Balls of Fire” singer  
  Jerry Lee
12 Bachmann or Lea
19 Plaza girl of fiction
20 Medicine cabinet item
21 Like a path around Earth
22 Angels’ division
23 Definitely not on a winning   
  streak
25 “The Day the Earth Stood Still”  
  star Michael
26 Like some proportions
27 Middle East gulf
28 Avoids the truth
29 Shipwreck signal
30 “Common Sense” pamphleteer 
  Thomas
31 Monkeyed around (with)
33 Complex
36 They can become unhinged
38 Farm measure
42 Vandalize
43 “... happily ___ after”
44 Miss, after marriage
45 Readily available
47 Be earlier than
50 Cohort of Larry and Curly
52 One spelling for a group of eight
53 Ate voraciously (with “down”)
54 How some races run
57 Salacious material
58 Hamlet’s big brother
59 “Don’t you just ___ it when ...?”

60 Beans used for tofu
61 Drive-in feature
64 Miscues on a diamond
66 Dull pain
70 Give the old heave-ho
71 Hectic episodes
72 Atlas or Minuteman
76 Read the riot act
79 Powerful attractions
82 They make calls from the plate
83 Glass part
84 Frog-to-be
85 Airport sign holder, e.g.
86 Card just below a jack
88 “Little of this, little of that” dish
90 Mauna ___, Hawaii’s highest  
  peak
91 About
92 Bushy-tailed carnivores
94 Very small ruminant
97 Lady’s pants alternative
99 Get more than frosty
101 Did a marathon
102 “Beware the ___ of March”
106 Place to worship from
107 Medicine cabinet powder
108 Boss
111 Discouraged
114 “Make yourself ___”
115 Where many wish for peace
116 Timid-acting
117 Advantageous to all
118 Generosity
119 Word on some mazes
120 Fragrances

last Week’s solution:

Weekly Words

DoWN
1 Chicago footballer
2 Fashion model or magazine
3 Current direction
4 Property claim holder
5 City of Francis and Clare
6 Apportion (with “out”)
7 More batty
8 Dickens’ mysterious Mr. Drood
9 Reacted to a really bad pun
10 Suffix with “concert”
11 Roman forum participant
12 Get one’s ___ worth
13 “Flashdance” singer Cara
14 “Elementary” network
15 Frisco’s Nob ___
16 Small needle bag
17 Lingerie material
18 Caribous’ cousins
20 Think creatively
24 Air freshener targets
30 Improved, as a road
32 “Divine Comedy” penner
33 Playful rascals
34 They pull in pushers
35 Relinquish, as land
37 Foreboding sign
39 Readies for swallowing
40 2:1, e.g.
41 Item written in a diary
45 Orange-yellow pigment

46 Wedding couple?
48 Grand ___ (wine label word)
49 Immature salamanders
50 Neatened, as a lawn
51 To each his ___
52 “Beetle Bailey” canine
54 Acts of the Apostles?
55 Toss or hurl
56 Two in a row?
58 Midterm, e.g.
62 Cringe in fear
63 Baseball stats
64 Cheese in a ball
65 Young herring canned as a sardine
66 Reunion attendee
67 Carved gemstone
68 Bouncing off the walls
69 Corrects text
71 Muhammad of the ring
73 Mug relative
74 Needing repair
75 Confused conflict
77 Layered cookies

78 Sea eagle
79 Consumed greedily
80 Legal statutes
81 Mark with a branding iron
86 Ark contents
87 Like some makeovers
88 Place for a blast furnace
89 Sensitive
92 Liquor measures
93 Not participate in
95 Titillating
96 “Frasier” character
98 Philosopher Immanuel and namesakes
100 ___ celebre
102 “American ___” (TV show)
103 Honorific of Spain
104 Item in many still-life drawings
105 Hidden catch
108 Fancy marbles
109 Bypass
110 Some army officers (Abbr.)
112 Anger
113 Day of many fed. holidays

LoWereD eXPeCTATIoNS By Jerry Berns
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AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
November 8, 2015

AUCTIONS
AUCTION Construction Equipment & Trucks. We Sell/Fund Assets Fast!!
Excavators, Dozers, Loaders, Road Tractors, Dump Trucks, Pickup Trucks 
& More!! 12/8 @ 10AM, Richmond, VA. Now Accepting Trucks & Equip-
ment. Advertising Deadline 11/16 www.motleys.com/industrial • 804-
232-3300x4  VAAL#16 

ATTENTION AUCTIONEERS: Reach 2.3 Million Readers in Virginia! Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions in Virginia Newspapers for one low cost of 
$300 with a 25 word classified ad. Call this paper or Adriane Long at 804-
521-7585, adrianel@vpa.net  (Virginia Press Services). 

EDUCATION

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office 
Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement available 
at CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419. 

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
67 Driver Trainees Needed! No CDL? No Problem – We Train. Be Job 
ready in as little as 20 days! Earn Great pay/benefits! 1-800-874-7131. 

CDL-A Drivers: Get up to $0.48 CPM w/bonuses PLUS up to $10,000, 
Sign-On Bonus. Call 877-277-7298 or DriveForSuperService.com 

NEED CDL DRIVERS??? Reach Over 2.3 Million Readers in Virginia.  AD-
VERTISE YOUR TRUCK DRIVER JOBS in Virginia Newspapers for one low 
cost of $300 with your 25 word classified ad. Call this paper or Adriane 
Long at 804-521-7585, adrianel@vpa.net  (Virginia Press Services.) 

MISCELLANEOUS
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others – start here 
with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-245-9553. (ad is pick up from last 
week with no changes)

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $350 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome 
- no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS Save THOUSANDS on Cancelled orders. VERY Low 
Monthly payments. 5 Remaining. Must Go. 16x20, 20x30, 25x30, 30x40, 
42x60 Call Now 1-800-991-9251 

CDL TRAINING FOR 
LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS!

             $40,000-$50,000 1st Year! 

Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-243-1600
Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500

LFCC/Winchester 800-454-1400

Veterans in Demand! 

4 Weeks or 
10 Weekends  

SARAH F. BATES (82),  
of Alexandria, November 4, 2015

STANLEY M. CICHINSKI (51),  
formerly of Alexandria, October 28, 2015

MILDRED J. CONLEY (93),  
formerly of Alexandria, November 6, 2015

JOAN R. FRISBEE (68),  
formerly of Alexandria, November 1, 2015

VIRGINIA GRAY (69),  
of Alexandria, November 9, 2015

JOSE L.F. PEREZ (24),  
of Alexandria, November 9, 2015

ARTHUR E. STURGILL SR.,  
of Alexandria, May 3, 2015

Advertising 
Works!

To advertise your  
business or service 

contact sales@ 
alextimes.com

or 703-739-0001

Print and Online 
advertising? 

We got you covered!

Online  
all the time:

Classifieds

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING  
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been received for ad-
ministrative review and approval.

For information about this application or to com-
ment, visit the City’s website at www.alexandria-
va.gov/planning or call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2015-00119 
2121 Eisenhower Avenue – Proposed Business: 
Massage by Marc LLC
Request for a new administrative Special Use 
Permit to operate a massage establishment; 
zoned CDD#2/ Coordinated Development Dis-
trict #2
APPLICANT: Marc Parsont
PLANNER: Sara Brandt-Vorel – sara.brandt-
vorel@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 of the zon-
ing ordinance, the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the Director of 
Planning and Zoning.  If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, please contact 
Planning and Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later than December 
3rd, 2015.

ACQUISITION OPPORTUNITY
Great Seasonal Business and Excellent Location

 “Small Town Global Grocery with a Global Conscience”
 

 

Located in the Outer Banks, North Carolina 
Est. 2015 Rev: $1.7M – EBITDA: $240,000

 
For more information contact:
Rebecca Gruman (972) 232-1115

More Details at: www.dealforce.com/deals/profiles/profile58915.pdf

obituaries
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®

®

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Donna Cramer
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

 I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. 
McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other locations, we 

can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Wishing you and  
your families a very  

Happy Thanksgiving!  

For SaLe
1707 Belle Haven Road

Olde Belhaven Towne

$625,000

Charming 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo 
just one stop light to Washington, 
DC. The kitchen has been updated 
with new cabinets, appliances, 
granite counters, ceramic floors and 
lighting. Both bathrooms have been 
renovated. Separate laundry room 
with full size washer and dryer.

For SaLe
906 S Washington St #303

Bearings South

$337,500

Old Town location and great 
condition for a fabulous value! 2- 
bedroom condo renovated with 
wood floors, granite and stainless 
kitchen, double pane windows, five 
outfitted closets, separate dining 
room, loads of light and an over-
sized reserved parking space.

ConTraCT PenDInG
1643 Kenwood Avenue #C

Beverley Hills

$325,000

Extensively renovated 3-bedroom, 
3-bath brick townhouse. Updated  
kitchen, master bath, windows and 
HVAC replaced. Numerous built-ins 
throughout, wood floors on upper 
two levels, 2 fireplaces. Walk-out 
lower level with small kitchen and 
full bath.


