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Judge: GSA exceeded own size limits 
in TSA award

ruling may preclude 
Victory center from filing 
its own appeal
BY Chris Teale 
 The General Services Ad-
ministration erred in its award-
ing of the U.S. Transportation 
Security Administration’s new 
lease to the Victory Center in 
Alexandria because the build-
ing exceeded the agency’s limit 
of square footage as prescribed 
by its own request for lease pro-
posal, according to a ruling by 
Judge Charles Lettow of the U.S. 
Court of Federal Claims that 
was unsealed on November 25 
and obtained by the Times.
 Lettow’s ruling was first 
handed down November 11 un-

der seal, and voided the TSA’s 
move to the Port City, which 
had been announced to great 
fanfare in August. The order 
was released to the public last 
week with a number of redac-
tions, mostly related to pricing 
and square footage.
 The ruling criticizes the 
GSA’s decision to award the 
lease to Victory Center, having 
been authorized by Congress to 
select up to 625,000 square feet 
of space. It instead awarded a 
lease for up to 665,000 square 
feet, including a 140,000 square 
foot addition to be built adja-
cent to the building. The GSA 
is required to seek approval 
from Congress for leases that 

cost more than $2.85 million a 
year in rent.
 Robert MacKichan Jr., a 
partner at law firm Holland & 
Knight, which specializes in 
federal leasing issues but is not 
involved in this case, said the 
fact that the court views the re-
quest for lease proposals to be 
legally binding in its ruling is 
significant.
 “Up until the issuance of 
this decision, it was com-
monly understood that the 
lease prospectus process was 
a matter of comity, which is 
essentially a relationship be-
tween branches of government 

city manager, staff given 
greater flexibility in 
balancing the books
BY Chris Teale 
 City councilors quickly 
reached consensus at a meeting 
last month and unanimously 
agreed to allow City Manager 
Mark Jinks to raise taxes if nec-
essary to balance his fiscal 2017 
budget proposal, due out next 
month.
 Councilors held their an-
nual budget retreat on Novem-
ber 21 after feedback from 
residents through several com-

munity meetings, and approved 
its overall procedure and the 
guidance November 24. Al-
though the timeline for Jinks 
to propose his budget — and 
for council to adopt it — was 
quickly endorsed, officials de-
bated a number of options for 
new funds if Jinks proposes a 
tax rate increase.
 City Councilor Justin Wil-
son proposed that any addi-
tional revenue generated from 
an increase in the tax rate be 
directed towards the capital 
budget so the city can better ad-

dress its infrastructure needs.
 “We just went through [an 
election] campaign where every 
single person talked about the 
need to invest in our infrastruc-
ture, and I think we do,” he said. 
“We have capital infrastructure 
in this city that’s badly underin-
vested. We deferred capital for 
a long time, and we’re trying to 
play a game of catch-up and I 
think we’re doing an alright job 
of that but we have more to go.”
 But Wilson’s amendment 

City property taxes could 
increase next year
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THE SEASON OF CHEER Encore Stage and Studio actors 
performed a medley of tunes from their production of “A Fairy Tale 
Christmas Carol.” Around 50 members from the Arlington group 
also led the crowd in singing Christmas carols. For more photos, 
see page 24.
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Start Building Wealth Today Did you know...

Fabulous Finds under $500,000

The average net Worth of  
a homeowner is $195,400, 
compared to a renter’s $5,400?* 

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

Love CiTy Living
Treat yourself this holiday to 
a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo. 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42-inch cabinets, crown 
molding, patio, fresh paint, 
new appliances and even 
a fireplace to hang your 
stocking!

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Hardwood Floors
• Open Floorplan
• Fenced Yard

goodBye LandLord!
Newly refinished hardwoods 
await as you enter this 
semi-detached home with 
renovated kitchen, stainless 
appliances, finished lower 
level, screened porch, and 
fenced backyard! Close to 
National Harbor, Andrews 
AFB, & Nats Park.

Luxury and LoCaTion! Completely renovated in a highly 
sought after location. Walk to everything including shops, bars 
and stores. A must see for those desiring luxury at an amazing 
price. This is the best value for your money!

• Completely remodeled
• Hi-end finishes
• Amazing Value
• Walk to Ballston, Clarendon

PooLSide ParTieS! Motivated seller! Large and spacious, 
split level home features separate outside entrances from rec 
room and family rooms to large, landscaped lot with patio area 
complete with in-ground pool.

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Garage
• In-Ground Pool
• Landscaped Lot

WesT springfield   $489,000   rolling Valley

arlingTon $269,000 Cherrydale area

CommuTer ConvenienCe! 1/4 mile to new McLean Metro 
& just off the Beltway. Well cared for home featuring new 
windows and updated systems. Keep in shape using modern 
workout facilities and summer swimming.

BeauTifuLLy renovaTed Corner unit with floor to ceiling 
windows and balcony overlooking Four Mile Run. Highlights include a 
huge master bedroom, granite countertops, hardwood floors in living 
room, and garage parking. Near Shirlington Village and the Dog Park.

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Reserved Parking
• Tons of Amenities
• 690 Square Feet

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Balcony
• Renovated
• Corner/End Unit

arlingTon $314,900 The BriTTany

WashingTon, dC $196,000 Congress heighTs MClean $245,000 gaTes of MClean

WashingTon, dC    $499,900 logan CirCle

SToP Paying your LandLord’S morTgage! Beautiful 
condo in a super location with tons of amenities and assigned parking. 
Find warm hardwood floors, gourmet kitchen, separate dining room 
and breakfast area. Home warranty included for peace of mind.

PerfeCT WinTer reTreaT Super popular Kent model 
located just minutes from 95, 395 and 495. Private master suite 
with vaulted ceilings; Finished walkout lower level with rec room, 
knotty pine ceiling and wet bar. Goodbye Landlord, hello Home!

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• New Paint & Carpet
• Hardwood Floors
• Walk-In Closets

arlingTon $265,000 The BriTTany

 springfield  $469,900  hunTer Village 

• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Beautiful Hardwoods
• Upper and Lower Decks

neW year,  
neW Home

Delightful townhouse with 
many recent updates is 
located in a mature com- 
munity with awesome green 
space, great amenities and 
ever so close to I95/I395, 
the Pentagon, DC, and 2 
Metros.

alexandria $499,900 oVerlook

• 3 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Sunny Kitchen
• Garage
• Hot Tub

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice. * Based on 2013 federal reserve data.

ask us how to save up to
in closing costs$10,000 

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314
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da Nino

Os
teria

Cucina Italiana & Bar

Modern Italian Cuisine in
Shirlington Village.  Experience
Chef Delian DiPietro's takes on

Italian Classics using fresh,
regional and seasonal ingredients.

Lunch and Dinner 7 days.
Brunch on Sundays 11am - 3pm.
Private Room up to 45 people.

Outdoor patio open. 
2900 S Quincy St Arlington, VA 22206

Located across from the Shirlington Bus Station
Phone: (703) 820-1128

www.osteriadaninova.com
    OsteriadaNinoVA

2900 S. Quincy St. Arlington, VA 22206 

OsteriadaNinoVA osteriadanino
(703) 820-1128 | www.osteriadaninova.com

Private Room available for  
Holiday Parties up to 50 guests

Lunch and Dinner 7 Days a Week  
Saturday & Sunday Brunch  

Happy Hour Daily 3-7
 Shirlington Village

Cucina Italiana & Bar
Authentic!The WeeKlY BrieFinG

city appoints director of housing

 City Manager Mark Jinks 
announced November 24 the 
appointment of Morgan Routt 
as director of management and 
budget for the City of Alexan-
dria. Routt had served as acting 
director since April 1.
 “Morgan’s excellent work on 
nearly two decades of city bud-
gets has given him a unique and 
valuable perspective on how our 
community allocates resources,” 

said Jinks in a statement. “I look 
forward to Morgan’s continued 
leadership in this important area 
of city government.”
 Routt joined city staff in 
1999 as a budget analyst, and 
became assistant director of 
management and budget in 
2010. In addition to work-
ing on the city budget, he has 
represented the city with the 
Washington Metropolitan Area 

Transit Authority, the Northern 
Virginia Transportation Au-
thority and the Waste-to-Ener-
gy facility monitoring group.
 Routt is a member of the 
Government Finance Officers 
Association. Prior to his work 
in Alexandria, Routt worked for 
Prince William County's Office 
of Management and Budget and 
Department of Public Works.

- Chris Teale

 City Manager Mark Jinks 
announced November 24 that he 
appointed Helen McIlvaine as 
director of housing for the City 
of Alexandria. McIlvaine has 
served as acting director since 
January 1.
 “Housing affordability is a top 
priority for city government, and 
Helen has been an outstanding 
leader on this important issue,” said 
Jinks. “I look forward to her con-
tinued work to ensure that a range 
of affordable, quality housing op-
tions is available in Alexandria.”

 McIlvaine joined the office 
of housing in 2006 as deputy 
director, where she worked with 
the Alexandria Housing Devel-
opment Corporation, other non-
profit and private developers and 
the Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority to struc-
ture and finance projects that 
incorporate affordable housing. 
She also supervised the housing 
implementation division, which 
provides homeownership assis-
tance loans for first time buyers, 
home rehabilitation loans and 

housing counseling.
 McIlvaine’s work also sup-
ports citywide planning pro-
cesses, including the 2013 
Housing Master Plan and 
ARHA Strategic Plan. She 
has been the department’s li-
aison for the Braddock Metro 
Neighborhood, Braddock East, 
Potomac Yard, Beauregard, 
Oakville/U.S. Route 1 Corridor 
and Eisenhower West plans, 
and assists with education and 
outreach on affordable housing.

- Chris Teale

OLD TOWN                 $764,999.

  719 South Royal Street 
~   Heart of Old Town ~

  Circa 1940 solidly built brick home 
with sensational rear addition.   

Fabulous kitchen/family room opens 
onto brick-walled patio garden.

~ Home for the Holidays ~  

703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

Diann Hicks Carlson

Jinks appoints budget director

Smedley named deputy fire chief

COME LEARN HOW AT  
AN OPEN HOUSE:
Dec. 8  
Jan. 8 & 12

Visit www.acdsnet.org for 
times and details or call to 
schedule a tour 703.837.1303

K–8    Coed   Nonsectarian

2400 Russell Road   
Alexandria, VA 22301

We’re Transforming the Classroom Experience.
Standing desks 
and ergonomic 
stools enhance 
student learning.

 Fire Chief Robert Dube an-
nounced November 24 the ap-
pointment of Corey Smedley as 
deputy fire chief of emergency 
management and homeland se-
curity, effective December 7. 
 “Emergency preparedness 
and response are essential com-
ponents of our public safety sys-
tem, and Corey's expertise will 

be very valuable,” said Dube in a 
statement. “Corey's leadership in 
planning and coordination will 
support the role each member 
of our community plays in being 
prepared for emergencies and re-
porting hazards.”
 Most recently, Smedley 
served as the deputy chief of the 
Prince George's County (Md.) 

Fire and EMS department, re-
sponsible for administrative 
services and budget.  He began 
his career with the department 
in 1995 as a firefighter, and has 
served in roles as varied as fire 
marshal, special events coor-
dinating chair and FedEx Field 
stadium commander.

- Chris Teale
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May’s Theme: XXXX

(Send us a pic of XXXXXXXXXX)
Send us your photo to win  

XXXX XXXX XXXXXXX
POLICE BEAT

The following incidents occurred between April 1 and April 8.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

4 BURGLARIES AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS3

29 THEFTS 5 DRUG 
CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

16 ASSAULTS

1 SEXUAL 
OFFENSE5 VEHICLE

THEFTS 2 ROBBERIES

CRIME
Inmates honored for educational achievements

Police see record decline in holiday traffic deaths

 Alexandria Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne and deputies con-
gratulated inmates at the city 
jail last week for their success-
ful completion of a variety of 
educational programs at the 
William G. Truesdale Adult 
Detention Center.
 Six inmates became the first 
to complete the new Thinking 
for a Change program, designed 
to prepare inmates for reentry 
into the community upon their 
release.
 The program stresses con-
cepts like cognitive restructur-
ing, improving social skills 
and learning problem-solving 
techniques. Among those who 
completed the program were 
Eric Buckner, Richard Butler, 
Robert Jones, Rasheed Tate, 
Ryan Wright and an inmate 
who asked not to be identified.
 Jail officials also honored 
five inmates who completed 

the ServSafe Food Protection 
Manager Certification program, 
intended to prepare inmates for 
strong candidates for restaurant 
and food service jobs upon their 
release.

 Inmate Joseph Medina also 
was awarded a certificate mark-
ing the successful completion 
of his GED exam.

- Erich Wagner

Virginia State Police reported 
Monday that the state saw the 
lowest number of traffic-related 
deaths during the Thanksgiv-

ing weekend in more than two 
decades.
 From Wednesday of last 
week through Sunday night, 

only five people were killed 
on commonwealth roads, a de-
crease from 12 over the same 
period in 2013, with none occur-

COURTESY PHOTO   
Inmates at the William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center prepare to 
receive certificates marking their completion of a variety of education-
al programs last week, from the new Thinking for a Change program, 
aimed at preparing inmates for reentry into the community, to GED 
and food-services certifications..

TimesIn Your

WINNING PHOTO
The Alexandria Times Photo Contest

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

Congratulations to  
Instagram user michellem_107,  

for winning April’s Photo Contest!

Send your XXXX XXXXXX photos to:

Sponsored By:

Send your Holiday Fun photos to:

Congratulations to the November photo 
contest winner — Jeffrey Geitz — who sub-
mitted this image of the lovely lady that 
he and his fiance adopted two months 
ago from the Animal Welfare League of 
Alexandria as an early Christmas gift to 

themselves. Although her past is a mystery, 
she now enjoys their walks along the Potomac.

December’s Theme:  
Holiday Fun

Send us a photo with this theme to win  
2 tickets to the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra

Sponsored by

CriMe

PoliCe BeaT
The following incidents occurred between November 25 and December 2.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

4 bURGLARies AGGRAvAted 
AssAULt1

22 thefts 15 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

23 AssAULts

4 seXUAL 
OffeNses3 vehiCLe

thefts 5 RObbeRies

Former tax preparer sentenced in  
$20 million tax fraud scheme

Police arrest two after North Old Town 
bank robbery

 An Alexandria man was sen-
tenced Tuesday to 5 years and 11 
months in prison and ordered to 
pay $20.4 million in restitution 
after being convicted of mail 
fraud and money laundering.
 Sean M. Weaver, 34, worked 
in the Arlington office of Ryan 
LLC, a tax services firm based 
in Dallas that specializes in sub-
mitting claims to state and lo-
cal taxing authorities to obtain 
refunds of tax overpayments 
made by its corporate clients. 
Weaver managed a team of 10 

to 15 employees and was re-
sponsible for submitting claims 
to the state taxing authorities on 
behalf of those clients.
 Between October 2011 and 
December 2014, Weaver sub-
mitted several false claims for 
tax refunds to the Virginia De-
partment of Taxation and the 
Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts on behalf of two of 
the firm’s clients. In doing so, 
he manipulated client trans-
actional data and falsified in-
voices and other transactional 

records to inflate the amount of 
tax actually paid by the clients.
 As a result of the scheme, 
the tax authorities issued more 
than $20 million in fraudulent 
refunds to Ryan LLC clients, 
while Weaver received more 
than $350,000 in personal bo-
nus payments generated by the 
scheme. Officials with Ryan 
LLC voluntarily reported 
Weaver to law enforcement 
and fully cooperated with the 
investigation.

- Chris Teale

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment arrested two men on 
Tuesday after a robbery of the 
PNC Bank at 825 N. Washing-
ton St., officials said.
 Maurice Womack, 40, a 
city resident, is charged with 
robbery. Darrell Waller, 40, 
also of Alexandria, is charged 
with robbery and use of a fire-
arm in commission of a felony.
 Officers said the two sus-
pects entered the bank at 9:58 
a.m. and both brandished 

handguns. After demanding 
money, they fled the scene 
and were pursued by police, 
said police spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal. Nosal said the 
suspects were apprehended 
along the 2400 block of Main 
Line Blvd., just off Jefferson 
Davis Highway and south of 
Potomac Yard.
 During the pursuit, which 
lasted until 11:50 a.m., five Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
campuses went into lockdown: 

George Washington Middle 
School, Cora Kelly School for 
Math, Science and Technology, 
Matthew Maury and Charles 
Barrett elementary schools and 
Mount Vernon Community 
School. The lockdown began 
at 10:30 a.m. and was lifted at 
11:15 a.m.
 Police asked anyone with 
information about the incident 
to call Detective Loren King at 
703-746-6689.

- Chris Teale
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whereby it’s not legally bind-
ing, but as a matter of practice 
the various branches accom-
modate the other in requests 
that are made,” he said. “In 
this instance, Congress has set 
forth that a lease prospectus is 
required and GSA has accom-
modated that request and, as 
a matter of policy, they don’t 
very often deviate from the 
content of a lease prospectus.”
 Lettow cited several inter-
nal GSA memos that acknowl-
edged the agency knew that 
the proposal from the Vic-
tory Center exceeded 625,000 
square feet. But those memos 
said the bid should not be dis-
qualified on this basis as it 
would leave the process open 
to delays in relocation and 
would mean paying additional 
rent on the current TSA head-
quarters in Arlington. Officials 
with the GSA did not respond 
to requests for comment.
 The Victory Center, owned 
by Prudential Real Estate In-
vestors Inc., agreed to pro-
vide approximately 24,207 
square feet rent-free to the 
government. An internal GSA 
memo warned that the overall 
amount offered was more than 
what was authorized by Con-
gress.
 “Despite foreseeing a pro-
test, GSA chose to execute the 
lease with Victory Center,” 
Lettow wrote. “GSA now ar-
gues that its decision cannot 
be undone. If the court were 
to accept this argument, it 
would mean that GSA could 
immunize itself from post-

award injunctive relief by 
signing flawed contracts and 
then claiming in court that the 
awards cannot be vacated. It 
would be inequitable to permit 
the government to ‘preserve 
its ill-gotten gain’ in such a 
manner.”
 The decision came fol-
lowing a protest by Boston 
Properties, owner of a site 
in Springfield, Va. that lost 
out on the TSA headquarters 
project. The GSA could now 
award the new headquarters 
to the Springfield site, but also 
will have to re-examine how 
it goes about procuring new 
space for government offices 
and risk delays.
 “The quandary is that [the 
GSA] wants to move forward 
with the TSA project and on 
the other hand I think this is 
such a fundamental concept 
that they’re going to have to 
re-evaluate the delay of the 
project versus rectifying what 
they undoubtedly must view as 
an incorrect decision,” MacK-
ichan said. “The court doesn’t 
specify or recommend a course 
of action, but I still think that 
they could go back and evalu-
ate the proposals that they 
have in hand in accord with the 
judge’s position.”
 Also notable about Let-
tow’s decision is that he ad-
dresses the three arguments 
the GSA makes on why it 
was not legally bound by the 
lease prospectus and states 
why those three arguments 
are incorrect. He goes on to 
say that if the GSA had sub-
mitted revised prospectuses 
to the two congressional com-

mittees — the House Com-
mittee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure and the Senate 
Committee on Environment 
and Public Works — and had 
them approved, it could have 
avoided the lease termination 
altogether.
 But the termination of the 
lease means that while the de-

cision could be appealed, the 
judge’s ruling may prevent 
Victory Center from filing an 
appeal of its own.
 “The one gift the judge 
gave [the GSA] is that he void-
ed the lease, such that it never 
existed, such that now if they 
go back and recompete this, 
it’s not a breach of the lease,” 

MacKichan said. “They’ve 
probably been insulated from 
any claim by Victory Center 
that the government breached 
the lease. That could have 
been a lot of money. I think 
the judge threw that in, rather 
than heaping it all upon the 
GSA, I think he’s provided 
that as a little gift at the end.”

Tsa  FROM | 1

SEE eleCTion | 18

Despite foreseeing a protest, 
Gsa chose to execute the lease 

with Victory Center. Gsa now argues 
that its decision cannot be undone. ... 
it would be inequitable to permit the 
government to ‘preserve its ill-gotten 
gain’ in such a manner.”

- Judge Charles lettow, u.s. Court of Federal Claims
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did not garner support and was 
not voted on. City Councilor 
Tim Lovain acknowledged the 
need for further infrastructure 
investment and argued that dur-
ing the budget process, mem-
bers of the public will advocate 
about those investments.
 City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg said city council was not 
ignoring its commitment to 
capital projects, and would con-
tinue to invest without neglect-
ing operating budget needs. To 
do that, Jinks will need flexibil-
ity in formulating his budget, 
Smedberg said.

 “Maybe we haven’t gone as 
far as we’d all have liked, but re-
ality is we’ve taken some pretty 
big steps the last two years and 
so I think we’re getting our 
arms around it,” he said. “I trust 
Mark and his team to come for-
ward with a proposal that’s go-
ing to continue on that path.”
 Smedberg and several oth-
ers said directing new tax rev-
enues only into the capital budget 
would mean dramatic cuts on the 
operating side. But Wilson criti-
cized the lack of investment in 
capital needs, which include the 
city’s sewer system, schools and 
broadband Internet capabilities.
 “If there is a desire to keep 

our debt low, if there is a desire 
to not allow the costs of these 
things to skyrocket, then we 
have to be willing to bite the 
bullet and make these invest-
ments,” he said. “I have not 
seen, during the annual budget 
process, the willingness to do 
that from this council or last 
year, previous councils.”
 Last year, city council 
gave Jinks the opportunity to 
raise taxes ahead of the fiscal 
2016 budget deliberations, but 
the then-acting city manager 
returned a flat proposal for 
council’s approval. Those ne-
gotiations also saw the use of 
a new method in the add/de-

lete process for amending the 
budget proposal, including the 
use of a budget proposal form 
required to add or delete any-
thing from the budget. Each 
proposal required the support 
of two cosponsors for a total of 
three city councilors in favor of 
a change, but the new guidance 
looked to increase that to three 
cosponsors, something that 
councilors resisted.
 “It seems to me like it almost 
has to be settled before it can be 
proposed,” said Lovain, with 
Pepper noting her agreement 
on reducing the number of re-
quired cosponsors. Smedberg, 
who along with City Councilor 
John Chapman spearheaded the 
new form in late 2014, said it 
was only to prevent late addi-
tions to the budget process.
 “What it was trying to pre-
vent, is when we didn’t have any 
kind of process and people at 
the last minute were coming in 
with $50,000 requests and there 
was no budget memo, no work 
session discussion, nothing,” 
Smedberg said. “It was all these 

last-minute requests and this is 
an attempt to get that.”
 Council voted to maintain 
the status quo of requiring a 
total of three city councilors to 
endorse a budget amendment, 
while an amendment intro-
duced by Lovain that funding 
for ACPS can consider infla-
tion in addition to enrollment 
growth passed, again to give 
Jinks flexibility in his negotia-
tions with Schools Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley.
 After its unanimous pas-
sage, Euille praised his col-
leagues for their work in what is 
his last budget as mayor.
 “This new council as well as 
the manager and us as citizens 
and taxpayers have a big chal-
lenge ahead of us in terms of 
how do we do all the things that 
need to be done both on the op-
erating and CIP side and to do 
it in a way that is balanced but 
also doesn’t overburden taxpay-
ers,” he said. “We’ll work at it 
together, and I look forward to 
coming to the meetings and of-
fering some suggestions.”

CounCil  FROM | 1

DUCT CLEANING
AIR DUCT & DRYER VENT CLEANING SPECIALISTS
• Residential & Commercial
• Help eliminate dust, mold, pollen, pet
dander & other allergens

• Proven cleaning process with
powerful truck-mounted equipment

• Video Proof of Cleaning (before & after)

Call The Ones
You Can TRUST!

Air Duct Maids 703-866-7600
$50 OFF
Whole System

Cleaning

$150 OFF
Duct/Dryer
Vent Combo

or

With ad. Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 12/15/15

703-866-7600
Or visit us at www.airductmaids.com
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Congratulations	  to	  
John	  Marshall	  Bank!	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
Braddock	  Commercial	  Real	  Estate	  Services	  

BROKERAGE/ASSET	  MANAGEMENT/DEVELOPMENT	  
	  

703-‐549-‐1695	  
www.braddockcommercial.com	  

@braddockcomm	  

Congratulates  
The Campagna Center,s 45th Annual  

Scottish Walk Parade & Weekend

Supporting the Campagna Center,s    
        educational programs for all ages!

road-traffic accidents, 
driver speeds down 
according to city data
BY Chris Teale 
 Eighteen months after the in-
stallation of dedicated bike lanes 
along upper King Street from 
Janneys Lane to West Cedar 
Street, a report prepared by the 
city department of transportation 
and environmental services says 
the lanes have reduced vehicle 
speeds and crashes and have in-
creased the number of bicyclists 
along the busy stretch of road.
 According to the data in a No-
vember 16 memo from transpor-
tation director Yon Lambert, ve-
hicular crashes are down from 12 
in the 17 months before bike lanes 
were installed to eight over that 
same period after, while aver-
age speeds have dropped in both 
directions. Eastbound speeds on 
average reduced from 35.4 miles 
per hour to 34.9 miles per hour, 
while westbound speeds dropped 
from 32.7 miles per hour to 30.4 
miles per hour. The report says 
that 14 bicyclists were counted at 
peak hours after the bike lanes’ 
installation, compared to 11 be-
fore.
 Data was collected on the 

speed and volume of vehicles and 
the number of bicyclists between 
September 14 and September 22, 
with crashes involving pedestri-
ans, vehicles and bicyclists com-
pared 17 months before and after 
the bike lanes’ installation.
 The issue of bike lanes along 
upper King Street was a source 
of controversy before they were 
approved in 2014. City staff and 
cycling advocates argued the 
lanes would improve safety for 
pedestrians, bicyclists and driv-
ers alike, while neighbors said 
the removal of parking and nar-
rowing of lanes would have the 
opposite effect.
 Carrie Sanders, acting deputy 
director of the city’s department 
of transportation and environ-
mental services, said that the 
numbers are encouraging and 
show signs of progress being 
made in improving safety for all 
road users.
 “From that perspective, the proj-
ect has proven successful by meet-
ing these goals and certainly it’s a 
step in the expansion of the bicycle 
network but also improving pedes-
trian safety in the city,” she said.
  
  

Controversial King Street  
bike lanes hailed as success

See the 

parade map 

on page 13!

FiLe PHOTO

Newly released data from city staff indicates that in the 17 months since 
controversial bike lanes were installed along a stretch of upper King 
Street, crashes have dropped by a third compared with the same period 
before the lanes were added, from 12 to eight.

• Free Months Rent
• Event Invites
• Event Discounts
• Grand Openings
• Free Food

Get on the list!

*You will receive at most  
1 daily email offer.

 Receive Select Deals, Dates,  
and Promotions from  
the Alexandria Times.

Email thebestlist@alextimes.com  
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and pedestrians.
 “At this stage, we’re more 
compiling data for numbers 
of projects to see the trends: 
crashes going down, crashes 
going up, that type of thing, 
and thankfully in this case 
and in other projects where 
we’ve done improvements in 
safety, we are seeing the re-
duction,” she said. “What we 
want to see is it go to zero. 
That would be the best out-
come for everybody. There’s 
more work to be done to get 
us there, but I think we’re 
making progress.”
 Welch instead believes 
that safety was undermined 

THE RUNWELL CONTRAST CHRONO WITH 3 EYE 
CHRONOGRAPH IN PVD BLACK STEEL CASE, 

BLUE DIAL, DETROIT-BUILT ARGONITE 5030 MOVEMENT 
AND AMERICAN-MADE BLUE LEATHER STRAP. 

INTRODUCING A 
HANDSOME FELLOW 

FROM DETROIT 
WITH THREE EYES.

609 King St

703-549-0011
Old Town Alexandria

SH090815C_Kings Jewelry_Alexandria Times_NP_5.5x4.5_ContrastChrono.indd   1 9/16/15   10:01 AM

Celebrate The Holidays at   

 
 

Accepting reservations for holiday parties large and small! 
Open Christmas Eve 4-9pm 

 
 

1800 Diagonal Rd.    703-739-0777    www.theismanns.com 
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    To measure vehicle speeds 
and traffic volume, city staff 
laid down tubes on the road-
way at various locations to 
count. While Sanders did not 
go into specifics on where 
those tubes were laid, she 
said the locations and timing 
were consistent with when 
the last count was done be-
fore the lanes were installed. 
Opponents of the bike lanes, 
however, remain unconvinced 
by their impact on vehicle 
speeds.
 “Residents would like to 

see the chart and analyze it 
and have some assurance that 
the city has actually done 
a good measurement,” said 
Louise Welch, a nearby resi-
dent. “What were the mea-
sures of success and how did 
they meet these measures of 
success? The report itself does 
not prove that the bike lanes 
are successful.”
 Neither Sanders nor the re-
port specified where the eight 
vehicular crashes took place 
or what caused them. But she 
said that the downward trend 
shows that the area is becom-
ing safer for use by bicyclists 

SEE BiKe lanes |  15

The project 
has proven 

successful by 
meeting these 
goals and certainly 
it’s a step in the 
expansion of the 
bicycle network 
but also improving 
pedestrian safety 
in the city.” 

- Carrie sanders, 
acting deputy director 

of transportation

Despite the assertion by city of-
ficials that their data shows bike 
lanes have made upper King 
Street safer for drivers, cyclists 
and pedestrians alike, some 
neighbors remain unconvinced. 
They argue the narrowing of vehi-
cle lanes and removal of parking 
to make way for the bike lanes 
make it less safe for residents 
and visitors trying to access 
nearby homes.

FiLe PHOTOS
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GIVE THE GIFT OF THE NATIONALS! 

Three-game ticket

packages start at $45!*

Order by December 11  

to receive your ornament  

by December 23.

nationals.com/holiday 
 202.675.NATS(6287) 

*Some restrictions and fees apply. Limited time offer. 

Choose your 2016 three-game 
ticket pack and receive, 

as our gift to you, a limited edition  
RACING PRESIDENT BILL ORNAMENT!

where baseball comes home for the holidays!
From our snow globe photo station to the 

Youth Baseball Academy kids area, holiday treats for all 
ages abound in our weekend winter wonderland!

202.675.NATS(6287) | #NatsWinterfest
*Some restrictions and fees apply. Pricing subject to change and will 

increase as the event approaches.

For tickets and all the merry details visit 
nationals.com/NatsWinterfest

Officials disappointed  
by food truck pilot 
program results
BY eriCh WaGner 
 City councilors were vis-
ibly frustrated at a meeting last 
month after hearing the news 
that Alexandria’s food truck pilot 
program, which is set to expire at 
the end of December, had a mere 
seven participants this year.
 City staff said that from the 
program’s implementation in July 
2014 until December 2014, eight 
food trucks operated in the city 
under the program, but that num-
ber dropped to seven this year. 
Those figures do not include 
special events like the West End 
Business Association’s annual 
Food Truck Rodeo or regularly 
scheduled markets with special 
use permits allowing the mobile 
eateries, like the Four Mile Run 
Farmers Market.
 City council first approved 
the pilot program in May 2014, 

after months of study by a work 
group comprised of city offi-
cials, residents, restaurateurs 
and food truck owners. The 
group failed to reach consensus, 
but then-City Manager Rashad 
Young proposed regulations 
that would have allowed on-
street vending but restricted it in 
neighborhoods like Carlyle, Del 
Ray and Old Town.
 But when city council took 
up the measure, it was greeted 
with a deluge of opposition from 
residents and brick-and-mortar 
restaurateurs. In response, coun-
cil passed what they felt was a 
compromise: food trucks could 
operate in the city, but only in 
parking lots and parks and only 
if they paid hundreds of dollars in 
fees to do business in Alexandria.
 Assistant City Attorney Jo-
anna Anderson said that although 
some food trucks participate in 
the program in parking lots near 
Mark Center and at Port City 

Brewing Co., mobile eateries 
generally do not bother setting up 
in the parking lots of parks.
 “We haven’t seen much par-
ticipation in the parks,” she said. 
“What we understand from the 
trucks is that those locations are 
not close enough to the areas they 
feel like they need to be.”
 Mayor Bill Euille said the pro-
gram would need to be tweaked 

Back to the test kitchen?

SEE FooD TruCKs | 10

at the very least if the city wants 
to attract more food trucks to its 
neighborhoods.
 “The emphasis of the mes-
sages I’ve received have been 
that, first of all, the whole pro-
cess has been hampered by con-
fusing and onerous regulations,” 
he said. “Maybe we need a kind 
of one-stop shop for food trucks 
to participate, instead of going to 
City Hall and then to the health 
department and here and there.
 “I somewhat agree with that, 
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lightening when you look at the 
disproportionate percentages in 
support of food truck programs, 
especially when you look at the 
neighborhoods that could use 
some variety, quite honestly,” 
he said. “The [food truck] ro-
deos are a nice idea and some-
thing maybe we should explore, 
but people want regularity and 
certainty instead of spontaneity. 
Unless you open it up to Carlyle 
and the King Street Metro area, 
why even have a program? Why 
waste all this time?”
 Several city councilors said 
they would be open to allow-
ing on-street vending in some 
neighborhoods, with restric-
tions on food trucks’ proximity 
to brick-and-mortar restaurants.
 “I think the end-all, be-all is 
that we didn’t provide many op-
portunities,” said City Councilor 
Justin Wilson. “We wanted to do 
a modest approach on this and I 
think we were extremely modest. 
But nobody is going to pay a fee 
if there’s no marketplace to be 
had, and the marketplace is re-

ally on the street, because that’s 
the only place where there are 
lucrative opportunities.”
 “There is a good amount of 
support out there for looking at 
a full [food truck] program in 
places that everyone knows it 
could be successful, while not 
disrupting the balance we’ve 
been able to achieve with our 
restaurateurs and the restau-
rant community,” said City 
Councilor John Chapman. “I 
think there’s an opportunity to 
do this.”
 Council asked staff to come 
up with a slate of different pro-
posals for implementing a more 
robust food truck pilot program, 
including on-street vending, 
ahead of its December 8 meet-
ing. And Vice Mayor Allison 
Silberberg suggested reconven-
ing the food truck work group.
 “I would love to see the group 
reconstituted,” she said. “It’s not 
a question of whether or not 
to have them. Their [original] 
question was really about what 
streets they should be on and 
how they should be on streets. 
I know the Old Town Civic As-
sociation was concerned about 
the historic district and how the 
food trucks would be on their 
streets on an ongoing basis.
 “We should go back to the ad-
visory group for further discus-
sion on this.”
 Other city councilors balked 
at the idea, noting the tight 
deadline for coming up with 
a new program, but said they 
would reach out to the stake-
holders again.
 “I’ll reach out to them person-
ally,” Chapman said. “I’ll make 
sure they have an opportunity to 
reach out to council.”

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

that we need to try to be more 
business friendly to make this 
successful. ... Other vendors indi-
cated it’s just not worth the effort 
to come here, with the amount of 
fees and everything.”
 But City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg decried the current food truck 

program as effectively useless in 
both determining the viability of 
food trucks and in adding extra vi-
tality to Alexandria’s already bur-
geoning dining scene.
 “While the pilot program was 
nice and everything, I don’t know 
why we bothered, quite honest-
ly,” he said. “[The zones] were 
nowhere where people wanted 

them to be. Lowering the fee and 
keeping them the same is not go-
ing to make any difference.”
 Smedberg said the only way 
to create a viable program is to 
allow the food trucks to operate 
in areas where there is demand 
for them.
 “The survey [of residents] 
was very interesting and en-

FooD TruCKs  FROM | 9

While 
the pilot 

program was nice 
and everything, i 
don’t know why 
we bothered, 
quite honestly. 
[The zones] were 
nowhere where 
people wanted 
them to be.” 
- City Councilor Paul 

smedberg
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For more great reasons to visit The Pub, go to wegmans.com/thepub

7905 Hilltop Village Center Dr,  
Alexandria, VA • 571-527-2465

Taste the freshest  
from our market

Open daily at 11:30am

Iceberg Wedge with  
Blackened Steak 
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
Our solid brass candlestick is a great  
addition to your home.  Giving you the 
flexibility of a 3-way light using the 
30-70-100 to illuminate your hall way, 
room, window, or wherever you choose. 
It has a graceful handle that mimics the 
candle sticks used long ago.  This candle-
stick isn’t limited to shiny brass, it can 
come in antique brass, dark bronze, and 
nickel. 
 
Come by The Lamplighter and see for your-
self how this beautiful candlestick lamp can 
add additional beauty to your home. 

Announcement comes 
after partnership between 
city and local nonprofits
BY Chris Teale 
 On the night of January 28, 
The Partnership to Prevent and 
End Homelessness in the City 
of Alexandria, a public-private 
coalition, carried out the city’s 
Point-In-Time survey to produce 
a snapshot of those experienc-
ing homelessness in the city, and 
found that 12 of the hundreds of 
sheltered and unsheltered home-
less residents were veterans.
 Since then, the city’s depart-
ment of community and human 
services worked to house those 
veterans in keeping with first 
lady Michelle Obama’s May-
ors Challenge to End Veteran 
Homelessness, where cities com-
mitted to ending veteran home-
lessness in 2015. On Veterans 
Day on November 11, Alexan-
dria announced it has function-
ally ended veteran homelessness, 
meaning the city has a greater 
capacity for housing homeless 
veterans than the need for per-
manent veteran housing.
 “As we celebrate Veterans 
Day, we are very proud that Al-
exandria’s community has joined 
forces to ensure that those who 
served our country with honor 
can continue to live with dignity,” 
said Mayor Bill Euille in a state-
ment. Gov. Terry McAuliffe (D) 
also announced last month that 
Virginia was certified as the first 
state in the nation to functionally 
end veteran homelessness across 
the commonwealth.
 The federal government 
defines a veteran as someone 
who served on active duty in 
the armed forces, and who was 
not dishonourably discharged. 
But Alexandria’s department of 
community and human services 
broadened the definition to in-
clude those who were dishon-
orably discharged or served as 
reservists.
 “We’re calling them service 

members, because sometimes 
we have a lot of our homeless 
veterans who may have had dis-
honorable discharges, and in our 
opinion we thought we still need 
to be able to serve these veterans 
and those who were in the Na-
tional Guard and maybe didn’t 
get called to duty,” said Jessica 
Lurz, the city’s homeless services 
coordinator. “They’re still service 
members in our community.”
 The decrease represents an 
enormous improvement from the 
findings in the city’s Point-In-
Time surveys in previous years. 
In 2013, the city had 11 homeless 
veterans, but in 2014 that number 
increased to 18. Officials used a 
chart to visually track those re-
quiring shelter. Each veteran 
tracked individually is represent-
ed as a yellow ribbon, which is 
then moved to a silhouette of a 
house when a veteran is housed.
 To do that, the department 
had monthly meetings to review 
the list of veterans, and partnered 
with a number of organizations 
including the Alexandria Com-
munity Shelter, Carpenter’s Shel-
ter and the Office of Veterans 

Affairs to help provide homeless 
veterans with targeted programs 
like job training, health care, 
substance abuse treatment and 
mental health services.
 “One of the things that we 
were really careful about is mak-
ing sure that we have the com-
munity partnerships,” said Lisa 
Gilbert, the city’s director of the 
office of community services. 
“We even partnered with a com-
munity member, a retired veteran, 
who was a part of the team, she 
was a community member who 
was interested. We also have a 
member of our staff who is a wife 
of an officer currently serving, 
and she took on the responsibility 
of co-organizing this group. 
 “We had a lot of partners, a 
lot of people that were interested 
in making sure veterans were 
housed and that they had the ser-
vices available to them.”
 In addition, city council leased 
city-owned property to New 
Hope Housing, a nonprofit that 
provides both shelters and more 
permanent housing to the home-

City functionally ends 
veteran homelessness

SEE VeTerans | 15

STOck PHOTO
Alexandria officials announced on Veterans Day that veteran 
homelessness has been functionally ended in the Port City thanks 
to a collaboration between the city’s department of community 
and human services and other organizations.
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OPEN DAILY 7AM-10 PM
SUN 7AM- 9 PM

703-549-0677
TAKE-OUT

2921 SOUTH GLEBE ROAD,  ARLINGTON VIRGINIA 22206

ARLINGTON DINER
celebrating 30 years!  

same location. same owner.
same great food.

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 

Try our  
holiday  

platters.

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Dishes of India will be closed on Christmas & New Years.
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Home Tour
A 210 Prince Street
B 712 Prince Street
C 509 Cameron Street
D 321 S. Pitt Street
E 201 N. Columbus Street

Parade Walk

•  Heather and Greens
•  Holiday Marketplace
•  Information

The Campagna Center 

 KEY TO OLD TOWN 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

•  Restrooms

418 S. Washington Street
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Scottish Christmas Walk 
Weekend Map

For more info: www.campagnacenter.org
/scottishwalkweekend

Parade Starts at 11pm
Holiday Designer Tour of Homes

Sat. Dec 5th, 11am-4pm

The Campagna Center's 45th Annual

For more info: www.campagnacenter.org
/scottishwalkweekend

Parade Starts at 11pm
Holiday Designer Tour of Homes

Sat. Dec 5th, 11am-4pm
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Indigo Landing is open Wednesday through Sat-
urday from 11:30 a.m. until 9 p.m. Sunday brunch 

runs from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday’s regular menu 
is available from 2 until 9 p.m. The afterdeck café is 
open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. To learn more or make 

a reservation, call 703-548-0001 or go to  
www.indigolanding.com.

 Where can you have brunch 
with Santa in a national park with 
splendid views of the Potomac 
River, just a few minutes from the 
heart of Old Town? Indigo Land-
ing is the stop at One Marina 
Drive, right off the George Wash-
ington Memorial Parkway and 
right before National Airport.
 The eatery on Daingerfield Is-
land is the perfect place to bring 
friends and family for a quick bite 
to eat before they leave for a trip, or 
after they arrive at the airport.
 Seeing wildlife like eagles, 
herons, kingfishers, foxes and 
more near the restaurant is just one 
reason to visit Indigo Landing in 
December. But more importantly, 

the restaurant serves delicious cui-
sine in a lovely park setting along 
the Potomac River and features an 
attentive wait staff and plenty of 
free parking.
 Another excellent reason to 
dine at Indigo Landing is the al-
ways-popular brunch with Santa, 
this year scheduled for December 
13 and 20. At the event, jolly old 
Saint Nick brings a healthy dose 
of holiday cheer as he poses with 
children for photos. Be sure to 
bring your camera.
 And on Thursday nights in De-
cember and January, some of the 
best prime rib available anywhere 
is on offer for only $20.15. More-
over, this meal can be enhanced 

with a salad and dessert for an ad-
ditional $10 charge.
 New Year's Eve is another phe-
nomenal time to enjoy Indigo Land-
ing. On December 31, Indigo Land-
ing has a prix fixe menu, dancing 
with a DJ and a glass of sparkling 
wine at midnight. This phenomenal 
offering is only $75; reservations are 
required to secure a table.
 Visit Indigo Landing frequently 
this winter in its wonderful national 
park setting. The bar’s cozy fire-
place is a great spot to start before 
moving into the dining room for a 
memorable meal with an unrivaled 
view of the river and D.C. skyline. 
You will wonder why you didn't be-
come a regular sooner.

Wonderful holiday dining 
with a beautiful view

Contact Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001 

 or sales@alextimes.com 

a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria Timeslet’s eat

Start your weekend  
off right. 

Friday Happy Hour now ‘til 9.  

203 The Strand
Alexandria, VA (703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

A LOCAL FAVORITE 
of Alexandrians for many years!

Sushi & Ramen

Grand Opening in Shirlington
30% Off December 7-10th

www.ichibanoldtown.com

211 King Street
703-683-2232

4251 Campbell Ave. • 703-888-1892

Bistrot Royal

reservations 703.519.9110  menu www.bistrotroyal.com

A new Parisian bistro  
serving classic French fare 

Created by Chefs Christophe and  
Michelle Poteaux of Bastille

~ Located in Bastille’s former home ~
1201 N. ROYAL STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

now at :  606 N. Fayette St. Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703.519.3776

Pines of Florence
               Southern Italian Cuisine

1300 King St. 

Ristorante Italiano

Special offer:  
Sunday to Thursday: 
buy one entree and  
get a second entree  
(of an equal or lower price)  

1/2 off

Pines of Florence
               Southern Italian Cuisine

Open seven days a week  (703) 549-1796  
www.alexandriapinesofflorence.com

Catering and carry out available. Free delivery within two miles.

To feature your 
restaurant or eatery in

 
 

Let’s Eat
Contact Alexandria Times  

at 703-739-0001 or  
sales@alextimes.com 

1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-0001 • www.indigolanding.com

Be Festive!
Host your holiday gathering with us.

L a n d i n g
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•Tabletop•Furniture•Bedding•Candles/Gi� s

Visit us online www.patricksdesigns.com 
116-118 N.Asaph St. +1 571-970-6931

Exclusive provider of the Shuman’s Jelly Cake
An Alexandria tradition since 1876

Order online or by phone:
www.ShumansBakery.com

(703) 683-1876
Free delivery to zip codes 22301-22315
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2011-12_shumans_alextimes.pdf   1   12/5/11   11:48 AM

Enjoy music by Simonne 

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

Sunday – Wednesday evenings, dine-in only

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Your choice of 2 entrees and 1 bottle  
of red or white wine selected by the house

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Special Dinner
for Two $34

Open Christmas Day

less. On October 30, council voted 
unanimously to lease property at 
211 Aspen St. to the organization 
at $1 per month for three years to 
house homeless veterans.
 “New Hope Housing is a 
partner within our strategic plan 
to prevent and end homelessness; 
they play a key role in that,” said 
Lurz. “That partnership between 
our office and New Hope Hous-
ing, we really were all working 
together with that goal met so 
we could offer more housing to 
people in our community.”
 Officials stressed that a func-
tional end to veteran homeless-
ness does not mean there is no 
veteran homelessness at all in the 
city, as some people who experi-
ence homelessness choose not 
to accept housing and a veteran 
may become newly homeless 
at any point in the future. The 
aim is that any homeless veteran 
will move into permanent hous-
ing within an average of 90 days 

after connecting with the city’s 
homeless response system.
 “Our work continues, it 
doesn’t stop, it continues because 
we still have veterans,” said Gil-
bert. “It doesn’t mean that no one 
will be homeless in our commu-
nity, no veteran will be homeless. 
But as they hit our system, we’re 
able to respond to them quickly. 
That was the biggest thing we got 
out of this initiative, having a sys-
tem that responds quickly.”
 “We’re going to keep our 
monthly meeting, and we’re going 
to expand that because the next ini-
tiative that’s coming out of the fed-
eral government is to end chronic 
homelessness by 2017,” said Lurz. 
“We want to use the lessons 
learned by using this by-names list 
and to have this community part-
nership around ending it. 
 “We’ll continue to have those 
meetings and invite people to 
the table as we still have veter-
ans and we’ll expand it to some 
of our other vulnerable homeless 
population.”

VeTerans  FROM | 12 BiKe lanes FROM | 8

by the installation of the 
bike lanes, although she 
acknowledged that some 
changes have made the 
area much safer for pedes-
trians.
 “They've narrowed the 
roadway and access to 
homes for residents and 
visitors and service people 
is now much less safe,” she 
said. “The city did, how-
ever, make some good pe-
destrian changes such as 
crosswalks and stoplights.”
 Both agreed that one of 
the challenges along upper 
King Street will be to en-
sure that the bike lanes are 
not obstructed by trash cans 
or other items in the road-
way, as they would force 
bicyclists into the road to 
avoid them. Sanders said 
the city will continue to 
look for improvements, al-
though they are somewhat 
constrained by the street’s 
setting.
 “Unfortunately, there’s 
not a lot of options for 
where the trash cans can 
be placed, simply because 
of the way that the street 
is designed, and you can 
see in some portions of 
the roadway we do have a 
fence that’s right up against 
the sidewalk,” she said. 
“We have been getting this 
comment, [and] we have 
been reaching out to the 
community to ask neigh-
borhoods to not just in this 
location but other locations 
to make sure that the bike 
lane is accessible for the 
cyclists and to minimize 
disruption of that space.”
 With the city consider-
ing participating in Vision 
Zero, an international pro-
gram that looks to end all 
fatalities and serious inju-
ries on the roads, there are 
plenty of projects on the 
horizon when it comes to 
improving road safety for 
all users and improving 
connections.
 “I think that there’s al-

ways more work to be done 
and one thing that this Vision 
Zero idea that we’re look-
ing at that has been used in 
Washington, D.C. and New 
York City and also some 
smaller cities throughout the 
U.S., we really think that is 
a positive direction for the 

city to go to really look at the 
street and all users,” Sanders 
said. “We want to make sure 
that as we build projects that 
we’re taking all those users 
into consideration, that we’re 
balancing the projects for 
those users, that we’re really 
seeing a decline in crashes.”

FiLe PHOTO
One thing officials said they are still grappling with is how to deal with 
potential obstructions in the upper King Street bike lanes, like trash 
cans. The street's setting makes it difficult to put them out for trash 
pickup in places, they said.
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in gold lurex and platform heels 
as the bawdyhouse owner. But 
it is Lord Lysimachus, governor 
of the region (Michael Gabriel 
Goodfriend), who, noting her 
good breeding, buys her freedom 
with sacks of gold. All’s well that 
ends well, but I won’t reveal how.
  A terrific cast sings some of 
the poetry-set-to-song by Tony-
Award winner Jack Herrick, 
who employs the period genre 
of Elizabethan madrigals. Cos-
tumes by Raquel Barreto appear 
to have sprung from ancient 
friezes on Greek temples. Look 
for the hauntingly beautiful god-
dess Diana (Emily Serdahl) to 
offer guidance and solace. We 
need it in these turbulent times.

Through December 20 at the  
Folger Theatre in the Folger 
Shakespeare Library, 201 E. 

Capitol St. SE, Washington, 
D.C. 20003. For tickets and 

information call the box office 
at 202-544-7077 or visit  
www.events.folger.edu.

sCene arounD ToWn

Folger Theater brings 
‘Pericles’ to life  
BY JorDan WriGhT

 Director Joseph Haj’s in-
terpretation of Shakespeare’s 
“Pericles” is a far more acces-
sible production than you might 
think. Originating at the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, this play-
with-music has all the elements 
of a ripping good story.
 It was one of the Bard’s most 
popular plays — that is before the 
Plague closed theater doors and 
then the Puritans caught wind of it 
and shut it down entirely. Though 
its premise is dark, featuring war, 
angry gods and paternal incest, 
it evolves into a feel-good fairy 
tale with the added attraction of 
humor, campy gender bending, 
romance and heroism. 
  Pericles (Wayne T. Carr) 
leaves Tyre on his epic odyssey 
to woo the daughter of Antio-
chus (Scott Ripley), the incestu-
ous father, who poses a riddle to 
all her suitors. Should they solve 
it within 40 days, they would 
have her hand in marriage.
 In a dramatic moment, the 
princess (Jennie Greenberry) ap-
pears in a backless velvet gown 
to reveal the riddle tattooed on 
her sinuous back.
 The king’s riddle challenge 
reads as follows: “I am no viper, 
yet I feed / On mother's flesh 
which did me breed. / I sought 
a husband, in which labour / I 
found that kindness in a father: 
/ He's father, son, and husband 
mild; / I mother, wife, and yet 
his child. / How they may be, 
and yet in two, / As you will live, 
resolve it you.”
 The once-eager Pericles 
calls it quits and sails back 
to Tyre when the king orders 
him murdered anyway. There 
he is pursued by Antiochus 
and forced to set sail for Tar-
sus. Throughout the play, 
Gower (Armando Durán) 
narrates the tale under a 
shower of stars and ancient 

astral configurations.
 Along the way, our hero is 
shipwrecked and winds up a 
castaway in Pentapolis. Set de-
signer Jan Chambers and video 
designer Francesca Talenti col-
laborate to create a wonderfully 
atmospheric storm, with billow-
ing sea-green silks and projec-
tions of monstrous waves and 
torrential rains. Since Pericles 
survives several storms in his 
travels, we are treated to this sen-

sational effect a number of times.
 In Pentapolis, he is urged to 
participate in a jousting tourna-
ment for the hand of King Si-
monides’s (Scott Ripley again) 
daughter, the beautiful Thaisa 
(Brooke Parks). At the evening’s 
celebration, the king encourages 
Pericles, the victor, to dance with 
her. In a particularly hilarious 
scene, the flat-footed Pericles 
becomes besotted by Thaisa. 
Soon after, they wed and later he 

takes his pregnant wife back to 
Tyre by ship, where she drowns 
after childbirth.
 When their daughter Marina 
(Jennie Greenberry again) grows 
up, she is abducted by pirates and 
sold into prostitution, where she 
remains a virgin by convincing 
men they should choose virtue 
over the pleasures of the flesh.
 “She is able to freeze the 
god Priapus,” declares her cap-
tor, played by Michael J. Hume 

A revival of a troubled classic
PHOTOS/TereSa  WOOd

The Folger Theatre's pro-
duction of Shakespeare's 
"Pericles" is not to be 
missed. It is an at times 
tawdry tale of Pericles' 
(Wayne T. Carr, center) 
voyage around the world 
in search for love, narrat-
ed by English poet Gower 
(Armando Duran, below), 
whose work is the basis 
for the play.
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now to December 8

SNOW DAY A nonverbal produc-
tion that sees a playful winter elf 
take Skip on an adventure showing 
her just how magical snow can 
be. Tickets are $9 for adults and 
children.
Time: Thursday 10:30 a.m., Friday 
10:30 a.m., Saturday 10 & 11:30 
a.m., Monday 10:30 a.m., Tuesday 
10:30 a.m.
Location: The Lab Theatre at Con-
vergence, 1819 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-967-0437 or 
www.artsonthehorizon.org

now to January 6

CHRISTMAS AT MOUNT 
VERNON Visit George Washing-
ton’s estate and see Aladdin the 
camel on the grounds, in honor of 
the camel that Washington paid to 
visit Mount Vernon in 1787. Stroll 
through Mount Vernon’s modern 
buildings and view sparkling holiday 
decorations, featuring 12 dazzling 
Christmas trees and historical 
chocolate-making demonstrations. 
Experience Christmas how the 
Washingtons would have celebrated 
it on a tour of the mansion, includ-
ing the rarely-open third floor.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: info@mountvernon.
org or www.mountvernon.org

December 4-5

MOUNT VERNON BY CAN-
DLELIGHT Enjoy character-guided 
tours of the first and second floors 
of the mansion, 18th-century danc-
ing and fireside caroling. On the fi-
nal stop of the tour, guests will hear 
about Washingtons’ holiday cooking 
and see a reproduction of Martha’s 
Great Cake. “Mrs. Washington” and 
Aladdin the Christmas camel will 
also be on site. Admission costs 
$22 for adults, $15 for youth.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.

Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: info@mountvernon.
org or www.mountvernon.org

December 4-23

HOLIDAY MARKET ANNUAL 
FESTIVAL Modeled in similar 
fashion to Europe’s festive Christ-
mas markets, Alexandria’s Holiday 
Festival will encourage shoppers to 
"shop outside the box" and come 
outdoors to the festival to find 
unique art and craft items, enjoy 
sweets and mulled wine.
Time: December 4, 5, 6 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., December 11, 12, 13 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m., December 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: 300 John Carlyle St.
Information: alexandriaholiday-
market@gmail.com or www.alexand-
riaholidaymarket.com/contact-us

December 5

SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS 
WALK PARADE For the 45th 
consecutive year see the Scot-
tish Christmas Walk Parade. 
Enjoy marching units filled with 
the magnificent tartans of Scottish 
Clans, the stirring sound of Scottish 
bagpipes and drums, Scottish danc-
ers, reenactment groups, Scottie 
dogs, dignitaries, classic cars, Santa 
Claus and much more.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: King Street from the 
Strand to the King Street Metro 
station.
Information: 703-549-0111 or 
adorman@meetingsandeventsofdis-
tinction.com

HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE OF 
LIGHTS At sundown, Alexandria's 
harbor lights up as dozens of il-
luminated boats cruise the Potomac 
River at the historic waterfront, led 
by Alexandria's fireboat The Vigilant 
and Washington, D.C.’s fireboat 
John Glenn.
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Waterfront
Information: 703-746-3301

DEL RAY CELEBRATION OF 
THE HOLIDAYS Holiday celebra-
tion in Del Ray with Santa and 
carolling.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: 703-258-4516 or 
pmiller1806@comcast.net

DOWNTON ABBEY TOUR In 
anticipation of the final season of 
“Downton Abbey,” the Lee-Fendall 
House will offer a themed tour of 
the museum. Learn the surpris-
ing connections between people 
and places within the world of the 
television series and those of the 
Lee-Fendall House.  The tour will 
feature the service wing, which is 
not normally open to public view. 
Tickets purchased in advance are 
$10 per person, tickets the day of 
the program will be $12 per person.
Time: 11 a.m.

Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or 
www.leefendallhouse.org

A SOLDIER’S CHRISTMAS 
Step back in time to enjoy colo-
nial life in Alexandria during the 
holidays at the time of the American 
Revolution. The program will feature 
re-enactors from the First Virginia 
Regiment. Take part in festive activi-
ties including live music, demonstra-
tions of military drill, fife and drum, 
gaming and cooking. Sample historic 
beverages and meet the regiment's 
surgeon as well as men and women 
of the American Revolution.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.

Information: www.nvrpa.org

WALK IN THE WOODS HOLI-
DAY FESTIVAL Visit a building-
wide festival at the Torpedo Factory, 
featuring door prizes, snacks and 
the chance to buy original works 
of art from more than 140 local 
artists. The Alexandria Choral 
Society and Braddock Brass Quintet 
will perform seasonal tunes, and 
Santa Claus will make a visit to the 
studios.
Time: 4 to 9 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: http://torpedo 
factory.org/event/holidayfestival 
2015/

www.bistrotroyal.com

bistrot Royal
HaPPy Hour

Tuesday_Friday
5:30 - 7pm

1201 N. royal St., 
alexandria, Va 22314

703.519.9110

Wine & Beer Specials
 Signature Cocktails

Happy Hour
Mon._ Fri.

5 _ 7 pm

STrAIghT UP
TIME FOR HAPPY HOUR

to Advertise your 

RestauRant oR BaR’s 

HAPPY HOUR
Contact the  

Alexandria times  
703-739-0001 or 

sales@alextimes.com

A Christmas Carol                                                  12/4 - 12/19

LTA rings in the holiday season with a 
return of the classic by Charles Dickens. 
Complete with special effects, Victorian 
carols, and Tiny Tim, A Christmas Carol 
is a must for the entire family.

Coming soon

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early 
at our box office 
or online!

TIME Magazine’s                 #
1 Show of the Year!

“Matilda 
is wondrous. 

A real miracle. 
The best musical 

since The Lion King.”

Musical Theater at the Kennedy Center  
is made possible by the

December 15 –January 10 | Opera House

Comedy at the Kennedy Center  
Presenting Sponsor

KENNEDY-CENTER.ORG   (202) 467-4600    
Tickets are also available at the Box Office. Groups call (202) 416-8400.

Major support for Musical Theater at the Kennedy Center  
is provided by The Drutz Family Fund for Musical Theater.

The Kennedy Center Theater Season is sponsored by Altria Group.

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

SEE CalenDar | 30
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1. Runners set off at the start of the 40th annual Alexandria Turkey 
Trot on Thanksgiving morning. The five-mile course began outside 
George Washington Middle School and took runners along Com-
monwealth and Mount Vernon avenues in Del Ray before finishing 
back at the school.

2. Some of the more than 5,500 runners congregate awaiting the 
start of the 40th Alexandria Turkey Trot. The race’s grand marshal 
this year was former U.S. Rep. Jim Moran, who ran the very first 
race himself in 1975.

3. Del Ray stalwart Pat Miller (right) presents Diane Charles, Execu-
tive Director of ALIVE! with a check for $5,000 from fundraising at 
the 40th annual Alexandria Turkey Trot.

How the Turkey Trots

1

2

3

PHOTO/kevin Grim

PHOTO/kevin Grim

PHOTO/cHriS TeaLe
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off the stage after her first 
number, “Tom, Dick or Har-
ry,” and her sizzling, negli-
gee-clad, vamp rendition of 
“Always True to You in My 
Fashion” is not to be missed. 
In the second act, sultriness 
finds a higher bar with “It’s 
Too Darn Hot,” led by Paul 
and Hattie and augmented by 
the dancers.
 A 10-piece orchestra, led 
by James Cunningham, stays 
true to the nifty sophistica-
tion of Porter’s music, cou-
pling neatly to sound designer 
Justin Stasiw’s sound effects. 
And scenic designer James 

Noone’s 1940s-era sets of the 
Ford Theater’s backstage in-
terspersed with drops depict-
ing 16th century Italy are rem-
iniscent of The New Yorker’s 
1940s pen-and-ink illustra-
tions of the day.
  Run — don’t walk — to the 
box office for this one.

Through January 3, 2016 
at the Shakespeare Theatre 
Company’s Sidney Harman 
Hall, 610 F St., NW Wash-

ington, D.C. 20004. For 
tickets and information call 
202-547-1122 or visit www.

shakespearetheatre.org.

sCene arounD ToWn

Shakespeare Theatre 
company’s ‘Kiss me, Kate’ 
is a madcap romp 
BY JorDan WriGhT
 A stunner of a show just 
rolled into town and utterly 
knocked our socks off. Cole 
Porter’s “Kiss Me, Kate,” the 
play-within-a-play — well, 
not quite, since it’s a musi-
cal — brought with it a fresh 
breeze to Sidney Harman Hall 
thanks to director Alan Paul.
  Using Shakespeare’s “The 
Taming of the Shrew” as a 
baseline, Porter composed the 
music and witty lyrics with 
Samuel and Bella Spewack, 
two of the finest stage writ-
ers of their time, who penned 
many a Broadway show and 
Hollywood screenplay.
 In this madcap creation, 
we are privy to the goings on 
backstage, where all the action 
is set. The storyline follows 
two couples who are preparing 
their parts for Shakespeare’s 
classic tale — Lilli Vanessi 
(Christine Sherrill, who also 
plays the eponymous shrew, 
Kate) and her ex-husband 
slash co-star Fred Graham 
(Douglas Sills, also in the role 
of the suitor Petruchio); and 
Lois Lane (Robyn Hurder, 
who also plays Bianca) and 
her gambler boyfriend, Bill 
Calhoun (Clyde Alves, who 
also plays Lucentio). Got it? 
They also have relationship is-
sues. Who doesn’t?
 Add in Fred and Lilli’s 
dressers, Hattie (Zonya Love) 
and Paul (T. Oliver Reed), a 
backstage crew, an entire cho-
rus line, and sprinkle in a cou-
ple of rough and tumble gang-
sters played by Bob Ari and 
Raymond Jaramillo McLeod, 
and it’s on.
 See this production for 
the dancing, featuring the jit-
terbug, leaps, high kicks and 
acrobatics combined with tap, 

waltz and rumba by the best 
hoofers around. Choreogra-
pher Michele Lynch co-opts 
every inch of real estate for 
each intricate routine.
 See it for the steamy ca-
vorting or see it for the sing-
ing. It will take your breath 
away. The audience literally 
squealed with delight, clap-
ping wildly after each number. 
Sherrill is maddeningly capti-
vating as Kate in the tune, “I 
Hate Men” and Sills grabs the 
spotlight in “So in Love.”
 As for Hurder, the audi-
ence nearly wouldn’t let her 

PHOTOS/ScOTT SucHman

The Shakespeare Theatre Company's production of "Kiss Me, 
Kate" is a wonderful look at the making of a Shakespearean 
play. It follows two couples — Fred Graham and Lilli Vanessi 
(Douglas Sills and Christine Sherrill, right), and Lois Lane and 
Bill Calhoun (Robyn Hurder and Clyde Alves, below) — as they 
prepare to perform "The Taming of the Shrew."

Behind the curtain



20 December 3, 2015 ALeXANDrIA TImeS

helps me SAVE TIME

party platters 
& trays for any 
gathering, large 
or small 

ORDERING IS EASY
ONLINE at giantfood.com
IN-STORE at any Fresh Department
PHONE by calling 888-469-4426

celebrations!
entertaining made easy

SKIP THE PREP. ENJOY THE PARTY!
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Give the Gift of Ease Yoga
2 for 1 special

buy an Ease class package
& get one 

available
 12/5-12/20 

details at 
easeyogacafe.com

FREE

In the HEART of DelRay, Virginia
3501 Mt.Vernon Ave.

Alexandria, VA

Give the Gift of Ease Yoga
2 for 1 special

buy an Ease class package
get one FREE for a friend 

In the HEART of DelRay
3051 Mt. Vernon Ave.

available 12/5–12/20 • easeyogacafe.com

Holiday Farmhouse Breakfast: $44.95

stonewallkitchen.com | Like us on Facebook  

national harbor company store 
170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902

A gift from

Ten Thousand Villages

also gives employment,

hope, and dignity

to artisans in more than

30 developing countries

around the world.

915 King Street
703-684-1435

terracotta candleholder, Bangladesh
bronze statues, Burkina Faso

 Find everything you need
for the holiday party season

he holiday season is of-
ficially here, and in addi-
tion to shopping for gifts, 

thoughts turn to entertaining 
friends and family. Alexandria has 
some fabulous places with the per-
fect items to enhance any party, a 
day at home or even to provide ter-
rific gifts for a host or hostess.
 When entertaining at home, a 
number of places are ready and will-
ing to provide splendid holiday fare. 
Unwined, which has locations at 
Bradlee Shopping Center and Belle 
View Shopping Center, has a wide 
variety of wines at every price point 
to serve or give as gifts to guests.
 Similarly, the new sparkling Gi-
ant Food store by Potomac Yard at 
621 E. Glebe Road, with its full ser-
vice deli, has phenomenal offerings 
of party platters and foods that will 
make guests think a high-end cater-

er created the spread. Everything is 
fresh and beautifully presented.
 Another great place to visit 
when preparing one's holiday en-
tertaining is Stonewall Kitchen 
at 170 American Way at National 
Harbor. Stonewall Kitchen has 
foods to jazz up a party table as 
well as wrap up for gifts for a host 
or hostess. This store can provide 
everything for a dinner party, from 
specialty foods and beverages to 
holiday tableware and they even 
carry tree ornaments.
 Ten Thousand Villages at 915 
King St. is an excellent spot to 
find beautiful placemats, nap-
kins, candlesticks, table runners, 
tablecloths and more that will cre-
ate a wonderful table for holiday 
entertaining. Any dining setting 
can be dramatically transformed 
to festive or formal with a visit to 

Ten Thousand Villages.
 But don’t let the stress of holi-
day entertaining get to be too much. 
Try to relax and enjoy the holiday 
season by visiting Ease Yoga at 
3051 Mount Vernon Ave. Buy any 
Ease class package and receive an 
equivalent package for a friend for 
free from December 5 through 20. 
With a trip to Ease Yoga this holi-
day season, entertaining could even 
become a soothing, calm event.
 So this holiday season, take 
your holiday entertaining to a new 
level by expanding your beverage 
selection at Unwined, serving food 
that tastes as good as it looks from 
Giant Foods, giving the gift of spe-
cialty food items and decorations 
from Stonewall Kitchen and other 
dazzling creations from Ten Thou-
sand Villages, and the gift of calm 
from Ease Yoga.
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*Offer expires 1/15/2016. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.

© 2015 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved. Each Fitness
Together® studio is independently owned and operated.

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106
Alexandria, VA 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

703.683.0777
Get Started Today!

GOOD THINGS COME TO
THOSE WHO SWEAT.

Limited Time Offer

3 sessions for $99

IT’S SWEAT(ER) SEASON

PHOTO/cHriS TeaLe

Cardinals senior Michele Montgomery hits an open three-pointer in Ireton’s game at home against Middle-
burg Tuesday night. Montgomery finished with 12 points against the Dragons in Ireton’s 89-20 win.

struggled to cope with her 
height and strength. Also 
reaching double figures was 
senior guard/forward Michele 
Montgomery, who scored 12 
points, including all of the 
Cardinals’ first 8 points. The 
height is the most noticeable 
difference from last year, as 
Konkwo is one of four players 
over 6 feet tall.
 “The No. 1 thing is we have 
post players this year, two 
6-foot-3 players, so that helps a 
lot,” Montgomery said after the 
game. “We were just a guard 
team last year and [height] re-
ally helps with post [play].”
 “We’re definitely 100 
percent taller than we were 
last year, so it helps to have 
a little bit of height,” Harris 
said. “Last year, we shot a lot 
of three-pointers and had to 
play a more up-tempo style 
because we didn’t have the 
height. This year, we have 
four girls who are six feet and 
above, so we’re able to play a 
little bit inside out and get it 

into the post a little bit, which 
opens us up a little bit more on 
the outside.”
 While the Cardinals man-
aged to run up an enormous 
margin of victory, the game 
was a useful exercise, as play-
ers were able to rotate in and 
out of the game, allowing the 
team’s coaches to try different 
line-up compositions. Having 
only practiced together for-
mally for two weeks, it was a 
good exercise to see the players 
together in a game situation.
 “We just try to execute the 
things that we do and try to 
take the opportunity to prac-
tice on the things that we’re 
not very good at or that we 
need to get better at,” Harris 
said. “We don’t pay attention 
to the score, we don’t want 
the score to reflect how we 
play, and we just want to ex-
ecute new things and try to 
get better as we go along and 
get some people some playing 

sPorTs

re-tooled Ireton girls  
basketball team relishes 
new status
BY Chris Teale
 Last year, the Bishop Ire-
ton girls basketball team had 
few expectations, but finished 
with 15 wins — the most for 
the program since the school 
became co-ed in 1990 — and 
rolled to the semifinals of the 
Virginia Independent Schools 
Athletic Association tourna-
ment. After those achieve-
ments, the question this year 
is whether the Cardinals can 
repeat the feat or do even bet-
ter. The roster has much more 
height and physical presence 
than last year’s squad, which 
was dominated by guards.
 Things got off to a strong 
start with an 89-20 mauling of 
Middleburg Academy Tuesday 

night, and with a tough slate 
of games to come, Ireton wel-
comes its elevated standing.
 “I think it presents more of 
a challenge for us,” said Car-
dinals head coach Jason Har-
ris. “We’re excited because the 
program is heading in the right 
direction with some of the new 
incoming people that we have. 
But then also some of the kids 
that have been here have gotten 
so much better, which makes 
me even more excited and 
proud that we’re not just getting 
all new people but we’re getting 
people who have been here get-
ting better also.”
 It was one of those new 
players who led the way for 
the hosts, as freshman center 
Akunna Konkwo scored 16 
points and grabbed 8 rebounds 
against a Dragons team that 
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No longer the underdog

We’re 
definitely 

100 percent taller 
than we were last 
year, so it helps to
have a little bit of 
height. last year, 
we shot a lot of 
three-pointers and 
had to play a more 
up-tempo style 
because we didn’t 
have the height. 
This year, we have 
four girls who are 
six feet and above,
so we’re able to play 
a little bit inside.”

- Jason harris,
Bishop ireton girls 

basketball head coach
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time that wouldn’t normally 
play as much.”
 The rest of the season prom-
ises to be more challenging for 
the Cardinals, who have a dif-
ficult slate of games ahead, 
including a local clash against 
Episcopal Wednesday after the 
Times’ print deadline. With an 
away game Saturday at Cardi-
nal O’Hara of Springfield, Penn. 
in the Blue Chip Tip-Off and a 
trip to Charleston, S.C. over the 
Christmas break for the Caroli-
na Invitational, there are plenty 
of enticing encounters to come, 
including matchups against 
strong teams from the area.
 “We have some new chal-
lenges, and then the local 
teams that we play. Last year 
we were able to sneak up on a 
lot of people as nobody really 
expected us to be any good,” 
Harris said. “This year, ev-
erybody’s going to come in 
knowing that we’re OK, so 
it’ll be a little bit different. I 
expect us to meet a little bit 
more resistance than we did 
last year.”
 With such a strenuous 
schedule ahead of them and 

two games against defend-
ing state champions Paul VI, 
who beat Ireton in the VISAA 
semifinals last season, the 
Cardinals are relishing the 
many tests they will face.
 “Other teams are probably 
going to expect that we’re go-
ing to be a little bit better this 
year, but if we just work hard 
and come ready to play, we’ll 
be alright,” Montgomery said.

 “I think [strong] teams like 
that, we’ve got to be able to 
defend a lot better than what 
we did last year,” Harris said. 
“For us, we have to make sure 
we’re ready to withstand long 
stretches of them doing really 
well. It’s not one quarter and 
the game will be over, it’s four 
full quarters of playing our 
best basketball to be able to 
compete with those schools.”

Sand & Steel

Max class size of six. 
$100 due at signing. Expires 1/31/16
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Full One-Hour Sessions. 
$280 due at signing. Expires 1/31/16
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 YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

Take a tour to see everything YMCA Alexandria
now offers you and your family! 

• Expanded Wellness Floor 
• Renovated Indoor Pool 
• Enhanced member connection area 
• Expanded weekday hours 
• Enhanced child care area 

 ONE WEEK GUEST PASS 

This pass entitles you to seven (7) consecutive days of 
access to the YMCA Alexandria branch. Must be at least 
18 years old and a local resident. Guests are limited to 
one pass redemption during any one-year period. 

 
YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

420 East Monroe Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
(703) 838-8085  www.ymcadc.org 

PHOTO/cHriS TeaLe

Junior forward Aidan Phillips attempts a lay-up after a fast break by 
the Cardinals. Ireton beat Middleburg 89-20 in its home opener Tues-
day night, and come into the new season on the back of a VISAA semi-
final appearance last year.
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Brightening the holiday season

Photos by Laura Sikes
Hundreds of Alexandrians and visitors turned out on a warm 
Friday evening to watch Santa and Mayor Euille light the city’s 
tree at Market Square to kick off the holiday season (top). Pos-
ing for photographs with Mr. and Mrs. Claus drew long lines.

T.C. Williams senior Brooke Tefarra (above) volunteered as one 
of Santa's helpers along with her fellow Key Club members.

Children and their families waited to meet Santa and to have 
their photo taken with jolly old Saint Nick and Mrs. Claus (left).
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There is no better time to say "Thank You" for your business.
Our best wishes to you this Holiday Season and we look forward  

to working with you in the New Year.

We Are With You Every Step of the Way

Pam Cornelio
REALTOR®, Licensed in VA & DC 
Over $20 million sold in 2015
571.236.4398 • PamCornelio.com

Frida Hopper
REALTOR®, Client Manager
571.225.1458 • FridaHopper.com

109 S. Pitt Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314
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at home Light the way to peace and 
happiness this holiday season
BY elaine MarKouTsas 
   Both Christmas and Hanuk-
kah are associated with lights 
— sparkling on trees, illuminat-
ing home exteriors, nestled into 
evergreen garlands, flickering 
in symbolic candles. But in re-
cent years, there's been much 
more thought given to holiday 
decorative lighting with a boost 
from technology, including the 
advent of LEDs, and many more 
design possibilities. A variety of 
seasonal favorites from trees to 
reindeer — even menorahs — 
in tabletop to large scale (five or 
six feet) are being pre-wired for 
lights.
 LED and fiber-optic lights 
have expanded design options 
for Christmas decorations, es-
pecially outdoors. The more 
energy-efficient, durable light-
emitting diodes may be more 
expensive up front, but they are 

longer lasting than incandescent 
bulbs. They also are brighter, 
which has made decorating 
schemes more brilliant and viv-
id in color.
 Add to that battery-pow-
ered operation that extends the 
range and uses of Christmas 
trees, which were previously 
tethered to an outlet. In addi-
tion, wreaths, mantel garlands, 
tabletop tableaus, and amazing 
gift boxes and ornaments are so 
beautifully lit, they channel pro-
fessional installations.
 You may well notice a new 
category that covers seasonal 
lighting on retail websites, 
emerging from under the um-
brella of all that holiday decor. 
Prices range from under $20 to 
several hundred dollars.
 One particular trend that has 
really gained traction is that of 
mini string lights. Restoration 

Hardware was one of the first 
to feature the skinny strands of 
light in glass cloches. The effect 
is enchanting — it's reminiscent 
of fireflies captured in a bottle. 
Set on a mantel, chest of draw-
ers or sideboard, a glowing ves-
sel dazzles. Add the light strands 
to bowls or cylinders filled with 
pine cones, ornaments or glit-
tery tree branches. Or orbs or ar-
chitectural pieces made of clear, 
crackled or mercury glass — it's 
an easy way to add instant ambi-
ence and a romantic touch, like 
lighted candles.
 The more pliable lighted 
strands also are being used as 
a decorating tool to outline ob-
jects. At a minimum, they can 
be manipulated into shapes, like 
giant circles at West Elm that 
can be incorporated into holi-
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Oversized 3-D LED stars burst with color that morphs with the click of 
a controller, from a single hue to a cycling of white, green, red, blue, 
purple and teal.

hoMe oF The WeeK

 Welcome home to Old Town! 
This solidly constructed, circa 
1940 residence was expanded 
in 1995 and boasts a wonderful 
kitchen and family room, open-
ing onto a spacious brick-walled 
patio garden.
 You will love relaxing in 
front of the fireplace, or taking 
a stroll two blocks to the river-
front walking paths and bike 
trail. Cafes, restaurants and 
markets are nearby, as is public 
transportation. This home is in 
an ideal Old Town location, sev-
en blocks from King Street and 
two blocks from the waterfront.
  Find warm wood floors, 
gas cooking, skylights, floor-

to-ceiling windows, a fully 
finished basement, attic stor-
age and easy, diagonal park-

ing. You will want to make this 
delightful property your home 
this holiday season.

home for the holidays

PHOTO/vaLenTina dOnaTi
The sky-lit kitchen and family room is the heart of this Old Town home.

PHOTO/vaLenTina dOnaTi
A delightful front garden welcomes friends and family.

At a glance:
Location: 719 S. Royal St.,  
Alexandria, VA 22314
Price: $764,999 
bedrooms: 2

bathrooms: 1 full, 2 half-baths
Features: Fireplace, wood floors, 
skylights
contact: Diann Hicks Carlson, 
Weichert Old Town, 703-628-2440
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Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Class A Builder 
License #2705 057273A
kenwardhomes@gmail.com
www.wardremodeling.com

EST. 19
87
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Additions and Alterations | Interiors and Exteriors | Kitchens Baths Basements
Roofs Windows Siding | Handyman | Ask about our 40 year roof  warranty!

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

.

~ Tis the Season ~
Your contribution in 2015 to our Shelter will  

benefit the homeless pets-in-waiting in 2016.
 

Our critters need towels, blankets, and pet food  
while they wait for a new owner. A cash donation  

of any amount will be met with yips of joy.

THE VOLA LAWSON ANIMAL SHELTER IS 
LOCATED AT 4101 Eisenhower Avenue. Call  

703-746-4774 or visit www.alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

day decor. Or, taking a cue from 
larger theater-style lights that 
spell out holiday messages like 
"joy," they are used to decorate 
overscale packages at Frontgate, 
following the outer dimensions 
of boxes or ribbon ties, or the 
striping of a pattern — an effec-
tive option for dressing up the 
front porch or stairs. 
 Also, dimensional objects 
like stars are especially dramat-
ic when the scale is oversized. 
 The light-up trend also has 
boosted the natural decorating 
style, which is here to stay as a 
holiday category (think woodsy, 
whites, casual) that can be 
glammed up with metal, crystal 
or mirrored objects. Star shapes 
are striking in weathered wood 
outlined with lights at Pottery 
Barn, or in birch, whose primi-
tive forms look like paper cut-
outs that children might make 
in school projects. Light strands 
woven through rattan provide an 
option for unexpected sparkle. 

In addition, lit birch branches 
stashed in a tall vase or bucket 
can illuminate a dark corner, 
lending a festive touch. 
 Another captivating applica-
tion is incorporated into a live or 
synthetic wreath chandelier; at 
Terrain, the light strands are wo-
ven through, and fall as stream-
ers for a magical touch. 
 Battery-operated LED lights 
also provide options for decorat-
ing spots that otherwise might 
be difficult, eliminating the 
need for outlets, cumbersome 
electrical cords and the chal-
lenge of disguising them so 
they don't take away from the 
display. Weave them into gar-
lands swagged across a window 
or over a doorway, or across the 
top of a mantel to add a glow to 
an heirloom creche or seasonal 
evergreens and ornaments.
 Even conventional hang-
ing baskets for the outdoors are 
being treated to holiday lights. 
Brookstone sells one ready 
to hang, its moss-filled metal 
frame plumped with synthetic 

evergreens threaded with LED 
lights.
 Color choices are notice-
ably richer, often with an option 
for warm or cool white light or 
multiple colors, with new alter-
natives such as pink and purple 
added to the mix. Some can cre-
ate a sort of light show, covering 
several hues or offering the op-
tion to stay on one color. And at 
Frontgate and Brookstone, you 
can purchase remotes to quickly 
switch on and off.
 Any medium that's reflec-
tive is especially effective with 
lights. That's why mercury glass 
vessels or small Christmas trees 
or globes, lit from within, are fa-
vorites. Now there are also mer-
cury glass light strands, which 
have a retro look. 
 Also in the retro vein are 
theater-style lights with holiday 
messages. This year, there's a 
new twist at Pottery Barn. The 
bulbs outline bronze letters that 
anchor hooks for Christmas 

PHOTO/rH 

In a most modern decor, a grouping of warm starlit bark trees in a living space adds sparkle to a neutral 
palette, where monochromatic gray presents look ultra hip. The trees range from 2 to 11 feet tall at Res-
toration Hardware.
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Noel was found pregnant 
and alone last Christmas 
and was taken to a shelter.  
KSC was able to care for 
her and her babies and now 
she is ready for her forever 
home. Email us for more 
information. We are open 
this Saturday and Sunday; 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

Natural Noel

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

 With an unseasonably 
warm November, we haven’t 
had to think too much about 
cold weather yet. 
But winter is 
coming, and it’s 
best to prepare 
now to ensure 
your pet’s safety 
and wellbeing.
 Just as warm 
weather poses 
health risks for 
your pets, so does 
cold, wet weather. 
If it’s too chilly 
for you to be outside, then it’s 
probably the same for them. 
Think about the following:
 Do a wellness check. The 
cold can make some medi-
cal conditions like arthritis 
flare up, and pets with diabe-
tes, hormonal imbalances or 
heart and kidney disease have 
a harder time regulating their 
body temperatures. Take this 
chance to schedule an annual 
exam with your vet so that you 
know how best to keep your 
pet healthy this winter.
 Pets’ tolerances will vary. 
Each animal’s tolerance for 
winter weather differs de-
pending on their coat, body 
fat stores, activity level and 
health, so it’s important to be 
in tune with them. You like-

ly will need to shorten long 
walks, be careful with dogs 
that are short-legged and will 

become cold fast-
er over snow-cov-
ered ground, and 
take it easy with 
elderly or arthrit-
ic dogs over the 
more challenging 
terrain.
 bundle up. 
Dogs with shorter 
coats or that are 
bothered by the 
cold can wear a 

water-resistant sweater or coat 
with a high collar, covering 
them from the base of the tail 
to the belly to stay warm, and 
booties to protect their feet.
 Have these fitted properly 
so that they are not hazard-
ous. Boots should fit snugly 
but not so tight that they cut 
off circulation and invite 
frostbite. Have multiple sets 
if possible to ensure dryness, 
as wet clothes can make your 
pup colder.
 Wipe your pets down. Each 
time you come in from a 
walk, wipe down or wash and 
dry your pet’s feet, legs and 
belly to remove de-icers, an-
tifreeze or other toxic chemi-
cals that they may have picked 
up so they don’t lick these off 

their fur and get sick. Also 
use pet-friendly de-icers on 
your property to help protect 
neighborhood pets.
 monitor skin and paws. 
Repeatedly going from the 
dry heat of your home into 
the cold and back can cause 
itchy, flaking skin. Consider 
using a humidifier and limit 
how often you bathe your pet 
to avoid removing essential 
oils or change to a waterless 
shampoo.
 Check paws frequently to 
see if they are cracked or irritat-
ed. Sudden lameness on a walk 
may be due to ice accumulation 
between toes — reduce this risk 
by clipping the hair between 
their toes. You can also massage 
petroleum jelly or other paw 
protectors into paw pads before 
going outside.
 The most important thing 
is to pay attention to your 
pet in the cold and watch for 
any changes in behavior. If 
they are whining, shivering, 
breathing shallowly or seem 
anxious or slowed down, 
these could be signs of dis-
comfort or hypothermia; get  
them back inside quickly.
 Frostbite most commonly 
occurs on ears, tails, rears or 

Preparing Your Pet for  
 the Cold Weather

PeT MaTTers

 

Hairy Situations Dog Grooming 

1561 Potomac Greens Dr., Alexandria, VA  

(703) 518-3030  www.hairysituationsgrooming.com 

Mention this ad and receive 10% off any grooming package

Is your dog having a hairy situation?  Don’t panic, we’re here to help! 

Call (703) 518-3030 now to reserve your Gentle Touch grooming appointment 
in time for the holidays.   

SEE PeTs | 29
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This week in 2010:
Out of the shadows and into a home for black 
animals – “For the second year in a row, the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria put a new twist on the annual ‘Black Friday’ 
shopping tradition by offering discounted adoptions on pets with 
even a speck of black coloring.”

graham trots faster than field of 4,200 – “First-
time Turkey Trot champion Sean Graham churned out the five-
mile course through Del Ray in 24:13 to top of the most popular 
rendition of the 35-year-old city tradition. About 4,200 runners 
shot out onto Commonwealth Avenue by the Cora Kelly Rec-
reation Center, the largest turnout in Alexandria’s Turkey Trot 
history. Though Graham placed first, competitors Frank Devar, 
24:16, and defending champion Andrew Dumm, 24:21, were fast 
on his heels.”

Shoppers keep retailers out of the red on ‘black 
Friday’ – “From U.S. Route 1’s big box retailers to Old Town’s 
corner stores, business owners and bargain hunters alike eagerly 
waded into the unofficial post-Thanksgiving ‘Black Friday’ shop-
ping tradition. At Potomac Yard’s Target outlet, store employees 
reported shoppers lining up around the corner as early as 3 a.m., 
vying for the best position to take advantage of as many sales as 
possible.”

Turning back Time 

stockings. One especially poi-
gnant message: PEACE.
 There are plenty of inspir-
ing decorating ideas in home 
design magazines and blogs, 
as well as some of the retailer 
websites. To spruce up your 
own holiday decor this year, 
you might consider purchas-
ing some new light strands. 
Besides the enormous range 
of unusual shades thanks to 
LED, there also are a variety 
of styles beyond just bulbs — 
and even those offer a variety 
in scale and texture.
 Perhaps taking a cue from 

perforated light fixtures and 
lanterns, there are metal globes 
in a range of patterns. Some 
lights are combined with other 
materials, like a hybrid garland.
 With these new lighting 
options, you can be as subtle 
or as flamboyant as you wish. 
Create a tableau of trees as a 
backdrop to a sofa in a liv-
ing room. Hang some lighted 
stars in the windows or from 
the ceiling in the foyer. 
 These lights may brighten 
homes and spirits with good 
wishes for the holiday season 
and a wonderful new year 
— one filled with love and 
peace for all.

PHOTO/rH 

A trend that RH really kicked off — that of string lights in glass ves-
sels — has blossomed with new interpretations. The effect of the 
ombre, light-filled gold smoke glass and lustrous gold hurricanes en 
masse is enchanting. (They come in 4-inch diameter and 6 inches 
tall or 6-inch diameter and 11 3/4 inches tall.) The twinkly, starry 
string lights come in diamond on silver wire or amber on copper wire.
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Honoring 
Washington’s 
legacy with a 
special evening 
event.

MOUNT 
VERNON 
MOURNS

DEC 12–13
Tickets on 
sale now.

mountvernon.org

paws. Look for discolored 
— red, pale or gray — skin, 
swelling or blisters that may 
be hidden beneath fur.
 Don’t be surprised if 
your pet changes their 
sleeping location in order 
to stay warm, preferably 
a location off of the floor 
and away from drafts. 
They also may burn ex-
tra energy in the winter, 
so consider feeding them 
a little bit more to provide 
much-needed calories, and 
make sure they have plenty 
of water to stay hydrated. 
Never leave pets alone in a 
car during cold weather, be-
cause they act as refrigera-
tors that hold in the cold.
 It doesn't take much to 
keep your pet safe when 
things get frosty. When win-
ter's chill sends you scurry-
ing indoors, don't forget the 
needs of your four-legged 
pals — it’s a great excuse for 
extra cuddles.

The writer is the co-owner of 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 

gym in the Eisenhower Valley.
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2ND ANNUAL MEETING 
HOUSE HOLIDAY COOKIE 
WALK Walk around tables brim-
ming with homemade cookies and 
fill a box with an assortment of 
goodies for $10 a pound.  All pro-
ceeds support the maintenance and 
preservation of the Old Presbyterian 
Meeting House's Colonial era burial 
ground.
Time: Noon to 3 p.m.
Location: Old Presbyterian Meet-
ing House, 323 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-6670

December 6

TOYS FOR TOTS 41ST AN-
NUAL BENEFIT SQUARE 
DANCE The National Capital Area 
Square Dance Leaders Association 
and Washington Area Square Dance 
Cooperative Association will perform 
square and round dances with a 
special 3 p.m. performance by the 
Capital Squares Demonstration 
Team. Watch the dancers, make a 
donation or drop off a toy for the 
Toys for Tots Program.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Lee Center, 1108 Jef-
ferson St.
Information: 703-746-5418

WINTER WARMER LADIES 
TEA Choose from a variety of 
18th-century desserts while you sip 
John Gadsby's special blend of tea 
or take a cup of American Heritage 
Chocolate. Historic guest Martha 
Washington will catch you up on 
the latest Alexandria news during 
the tea.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby's Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

HOLIDAY ART MARKET An art 
market sponsored by the Friends 
of Alexandria Women and the 
Alexandria Commission for Women.  
Proceeds will go to the domestic 
violence shelter and the sexual 
assault program. Over 50 artists will 
participate.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center, 901 Wythe St.
Information: www.friendsofalex-
women.com

December 9

THE HISTORICAL IMPACT 
OF MILITARY CHAPLAINS IN 
SHAPING THE ETHICAL CLI-
MATE The Rev. John Weatherly will 
explore the roles of armed forces 
chaplains before, during and after 
the Civil War, including the founda-
tion of the Chaplain Corps.  
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Church of St. Andrew 
and St. Margaret, 402 E. Monroe St.
Information: 703-963-9616

FREE PARENT CHILD MUSIC 
CLASS Accelerando Music is offer-
ing a free parent child music class 

at the MOMS Club of Alexandria 
South monthly meeting. All ages of 
children are welcome.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Location: Mount Vernon Presby-
terian Church, 2001 Sherwood Hall 
Lane
Information: southalexmoms@
yahoo.com or www.southalexandria-
momsclub.webs.com.

December 12-13

HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 
CANDLELIGHT TOURS Historic 
Alexandria Candlelight Tours, the 
city’s premier historic holiday event, 
blends history, food and drink 
through special tastings, seasonal 
decorations, period music and tours 
highlighting festive traditions.
Time: Saturday 6 to 9 p.m., Sunday 
3 to 6 p.m.
Location: Gadsby's Tavern Muse-
um, 134 N. Royal St.; Carlyle House, 
121 N. Fairfax St.; Lee-Fendall 
House, 614 Oronoco St.; The Lloyd 
House, 220 N. Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4242

December 12

CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS IN 
CAMP Visitors meet a Civil War-era 
Santa at this family-fun holiday 
event exploring how Christmas was 
observed during the Civil War. The 
program features living-history inter-
preters, a Victorian Christmas tree, 
refreshments, readings of The Night 
Before Christmas and a patriotic 
Santa Claus.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-
toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

CRACK THE CODE OF GET-
TING PUBLISHED Local authors 
talk about their debut mysteries and 
breaking into publishing. Find out 
how to land a traditional publishing 
contract with or without an agent, 
and even without having finished a 
manuscript. Admission is free.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or 
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

JONATHAN ROBERTS, THE 
CIVIL WAR’S QUAKER 
SCOUT AND SHERIFF Gregory 
P. Wilson lectures about the life of 
Jonathan Roberts, a Quaker who 
became involved in the Union Army 
in spite of being anti-war.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St., #327
Information: 703-746-4399

December 15

HOMESCHOOL DAY:  
SCIENCE BEHIND THE ICE 
WELL Explore the importance of 
ice to the 18th-century City Hotel 
while learning about the science 
behind preserving ice before refrig-
eration. Tickets are $8 per child, 

adults free.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

December 16

ADULTS ONLY COLORING 
Take a time out from holiday 
stress and join an adults only color-
ing program. Supplies and refresh-
ments will be provided. Admission 
is free.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751 or 
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

December 18-19

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINA-
TIONS AT MOUNT VERNON 
An evening of family-friendly fun and 
fireworks choreographed to holiday 
music. Take a stroll through the es-
tate while being serenaded by local 
choirs, visit with re-enactors from 
the First Virginia Regiment in winter 
encampment and learn 18th-cen-
tury dance moves from costumed 
guides in the Greenhouse. “George 
and Martha Washington” will also 
be on site to share their holiday 
cheer with guests.
Time: 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.
org/Christmas

December 19

DOWNTON ABBEY CHRIST-
MAS TEA Discuss what may 
happen in the final season of 
“Downton Abbey” while enjoying a  
traditional tea, then follow a special 
private tour of the house showing 
the surprising connections between 
the people and places of Downton 
Abbey and those of the Lee-Fendall 
House.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789 or 
www.leefendallhouse.org

December 20

MOUNT VERNON BY CAN-
DLELIGHT Enjoy character-guided 
tours of the first and second floors 
of the mansion, 18th-century danc-
ing and fireside caroling. On the fi-
nal stop of the tour, guests will hear 
about Washingtons’ holiday cooking 
and see a reproduction of Martha’s 
Great Cake. “Mrs. Washington” and 
Aladdin the Christmas camel will 
also be on site. Admission costs 
$22 for adults, $15 for youth.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: info@mountvernon.
org or www.mountvernon.org

CalenDar     FROM | 17
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Jennnifer’s story was one of our winning entries in our “Express Lanes Love Story” promotion.

REAL STORIES FROM THE EXPRESS LANES

“My commute would take  
over an hour. Now it takes  
25 minutes. I use that time 

with my family. Family  
is my priority.”

- Luis B. 
   Woodbridge, VA

Luis from Woodbridge loves how the Express Lanes have helped simplify his life.  
He takes the Lanes to work and says he never has to worry about sitting in traffic 
anymore. Now, he gets to spend more time with his family at the beginning and end 
of each day. Plus, whenever Luis needs to get to a special event or appointment, he 
doesn’t fight traffic and is always on time. Luis also loves that the Lanes are safe and 

secure, and he knows help is available if he ever runs into trouble.

See more real stories from the Lanes at ExpressLanes.com

Luis’s story was one of our winning entries in our “Express Lanes Love Story” promotion.

Jennnifer’s story was one of our winning entries in our “Express Lanes Love Story” promotion.
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alexanDria’s  
nonProFiTs

Making a difference  
every day. 

You can make a difference with your  
tax deductible donation to charity. 
Please consider donating to these 

worthy causes.
honor a loved one with a gift 
 to their favorite non-profit.

Rebecca arrived just months after escaping the sex trafficking. But she had a 
big, bold dream to start a bakery for girls who shared her experience. All she 
needed was the support to make it happen...

See how far Rebecca has come at ewint.org/rebecca.

YOUR GIFT CHAMPIONS INSPIRING WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS

Senior Services of Alexandria thanks all of  
its many supporters for helping us make a  
difference in the lives of Alexandria’s seniors.

Happy  Holidays
www.seniorservicesalex.orgHelp Wright to Read give 

the gift of literacy to 
Alexandria elementary 
school children in need by 
donating fi nancial support 
or your time as a volunteer.  

See www.wrighttoread.org 
for more information.

Community Leader Grantmaker Resource Builder Convener Sector Supporter

BUILD AN BETTER ALEXANDRIAeven
Contact Us

703-739-7778
 www.actforalexandria.org 

Help Us

Together We Bake
Empower women through 

gifts that give back!

Order holiday gifts  
of delicious cookies  

and granola
www.togetherwebake.org

25 S. Dove Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

(703) 231-7199 
kingstreetcats.org 

Wish List 
The cats and kittens at King Street Cats would love to 
find the following items in their winter stockings: 

PET STORE GIFT CARDS 
WET & DRY CAT FOOD 
SCRATCHING POSTS ❄ CAT TOYS 
FELIWAY REFILLS ❄ PAPER TOWELS ❄ TRASH BAGS 

A FOREVER HOME 
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We offer FREE civil legal services to  

low-income individuals and senior citizens in 
Northern Virginia for the following matters:
 
• Family
• Housing
• Bankruptcy
• Consumer
• Public Benefits 

Justice for a better community

To find out more call 703-778-6800 or see  
www.lsnv.org for details.

To find out more call 703-778-6800 or see  
www.lsnv.org for details.
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THANK YOU for supporting Community Lodgings in 2015.
Your continued support helps set Alexandria’s most vulnerable 
families on the path to independence. Please consider giving a 

year-end gift to Community Lodgings today!

3912 Elbert Ave. Suite 108, Alexandria, VA 22305

 T: (703) 549-4407 www.communitylodgings.org

Carpenter’s Shelter supports the homeless in 
achieving sustainable independence through 
shelter, guidance, education and advocacy.

To learn more or to donate, visit 
www.youcaring.com/cshelter

Help Carpenter’s Shelter 

Light Up the Shelter 
Extend a warm welcome to the 
homeless in our community by 
joining Carpenter’s Light Up 

the Shelter campaign. 

2111 Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray
703-549-1108 

www.velocitycoop.org

The Alexandria Fire 
Department BFSPA and 
VéloCity Bike Co-op are 
seeking donations for

our annual Holiday Bike
Giveaway. Drop   off your
new or gently      used
   children’s       bike at:

7 days a week noon - 5pm
Black Fire Service Professionals 

Of Alexandria BFSPA

Wanted:
Bikes for Kids

The Alexandria Fire Department and Velocity Bike Co-Op are seeking donations for our 
annual Holiday Bike Giveaway. Drop off your new or gently used children’s bicycle at: 

Velocity Bicycle Cooperative
2111 Mt Vernon Ave I 703-549-1108 I 7 Days a Week I Noon – 5pm
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Velocity Bicycle Cooperative
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Wanted:
Bikes for Kids

The Alexandria Fire Department and Velocity Bike Co-Op are seeking donations for our 
annual Holiday Bike Giveaway. Drop off your new or gently used children’s bicycle at: 

Velocity Bicycle Cooperative
2111 Mt Vernon Ave I 703-549-1108 I 7 Days a Week I Noon – 5pm

205 S. Whiting Street, Suite 205
Alexandria, VA 22304

ph 703-820-9001
www.scanva .org

Our vision at SCAN is that 

every child
in Northern Virginia will grow up in a safe, 
stable, nurturing family, with the supports 
he or she needs to contribute to stronger 
communities today and as adults tomorrow.

TEXT “SCAN” to 243725
to donate today!

110 Callahan Drive in Alexandria VA
directly across from the Masonic Temple

** Voted best non-profit in Alexandria for the last
 3 years by Alexandria Times Readers **

For more information:www.AlexPYC.org

Our largest fundraiser. 
All proceeds are used to cover the costs 
of camp for underprivileged children, 
so that every child has an opportunity

to attend our summer program. 

Alexandria 
Police 

Youth Camp 
Est 1947

Alexandria Police Youth Camp
Annual Christmas Tree Sale
Sending 20,000 children to 
Summer Camp since 1947

Donation Drop-off Hours
Mon. – Sat.: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sun.:  10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Shopping Hours
Mon. – Fri.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Sat.:  9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sun.:  10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.restorenova.org

ReStore │| 869 S. Pickett St., Alexandria, VA 22304 │| 703-360-6700

In this season of giving, donate to ReStore 
to support your local Habitat for Humanity!

 Keep re-usable items out of landfills
 Save time by scheduling a free pick up
 Receive a tax receipt for your donations

 Keep re-usable items out of landfills
 Save time by scheduling a free pick up
 Receive a tax receipt for your donations

In this season of giving, donate to ReStore 
to support your local Habitat for Humanity!

ReStore sells donated appliances, building supplies, furniture and more at steep 
discounts. Profits support Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia’s mission to 
provide affordable homeownership opportunities – and hope –  to families in need.  

ReStore sells donated appliances, building supplies, furniture and more at steep 
discounts. Profits support Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia’s mission to 
provide affordable homeownership opportunities – and hope –  to families in need.  
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our View OpinionLooming property tax hike 
is a bad case of deja vu

Your Views

Laying the foundations for 
the future of AcPS
To the editor:
 Autumn is traditionally 
a time for reflection. As the 
leaves drift to the ground, we 
look back at what we have 
achieved over the course of 
the year. While at Alexandria 
City Public Schools, we have 
made commendable academic 
strides and our students con-
tinue to excel both inside and 
outside the classroom, there 
is still much work to do in our 
march towards becoming a 
high performing school divi-
sion.
 Thus, fall is a time for 
looking forward and planning 
our direction for the coming 
years. This is evidenced by 
our new five-year strategic 
plan, 10-year capital improve-
ment program and the ongoing 
redistricting effort.

 Last month, we launched 
the ACPS 2020 Strategic Plan, 
which will serve as a roadmap 
guiding us toward becoming a 
high-performing school divi-
sion characterized by excel-
lence, perseverance and rela-
tionships.
 The plan has six distinct 
but interrelated goals to focus 
on: academic excellence and 
educational equity; family and 
community engagement; hir-
ing and retaining exemplary 
staff; optimizing facilities 
and learning environments; 
promoting staff and student 
health and wellness; and en-
suring effective and efficient 
operations.
 Together, these goals form 
the cornerstone of our mis-
sion statement: Every Student 
Succeeds. These three simple 

but powerful words reflect 
our commitment to the idea 
that every child, regardless 
of their background or where 
they come from, has access 
to a fine education in optimal 
learning environments and 
equal access to programming 
opportunities.
 With an approved plan 
comes the work of making it 
a living document by ensuring 
that everyone in ACPS, from 
staff to families to the wider 
Alexandria community, un-
derstands how they can play 
their part to see every stu-
dent succeed. The late Nelson 
Mandela said, “Action without 
vision is only passing time. Vi-
sion without action is merely 
daydreaming. But vision with 

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson Strike up the band, Sam, and get ready to play it again. The 

“it” in question is the entirely predictable, post-election prop-
erty tax increase in Alexandria. 
 Informed city residents are surely as unsurprised as we are 
to learn that, for the second election cycle in a row, after city 
councilors did not raise the tax rate in the calendar year of vot-
ing, they could plan to sock it to property owners at the first 
post-election opportunity.
 For grins, here’s what we said in this space in Febru-
ary 2013, when a monstrous 5.5-cent tax increase was being 
considered: “Council members don’t have to face the voters 
for another three years, so if they’re going to raise taxes, this 
year is politically best for them. They gamble that voters have 
short memories, and if they hold taxes firm in the next election 
year, which is not until 2015, most voters will forgive them this 
transgression.”
 That political gambit proved a fruitful one. The all-Dem-
ocratic council that was elected in November 2012 ultimately 
passed a 4-cent increase that, coupled with rising assessments, 
lifted the average Alexandrian’s property tax bill by $315. And 
they paid no political price for the move, as all five incumbent 
city councilors were re-elected last month, and the sixth, Vice 
Mayor Allison Silberberg, is the city’s mayor-elect.
 So what’s next for local taxpayers? It appears we will find 
out in January, when City Manager Mark Jinks is expected to 
unveil his fiscal 2017 budget proposal. Council unanimously 
agreed late last month to allow Jinks to raise taxes if he deems 
them necessary to balance the budget. There was no tax rate 
parameter attached to council’s approval, meaning residents 
may be in for a whopper of an increase.
 To be fair, Jinks was given the same leeway last year but 
still returned to city council with a budget that did not raise 
tax rates. But there were further indications from the Novem-
ber 24 council meeting that a major tax expansion could be on 
the way. Most instructively, city councilors vied to establish 
spending priorities:
 - Justin Wilson urged that all new revenues be earmarked 
for capital improvement projects.
 - Paul Smedberg led the pushback against emphasizing 
capital improvements, arguing such a move would hamper the 
ability to pay for programs in the operating budget.
 - Tim Lovain paved the way for a funding increase for Al-
exandria City Public Schools when he proposed, and council 
passed, an amendment that allows inflation as well as enroll-
ment growth to be considered in formulating the allocation to 
city schools.
 And so, with the holiday season in full swing, Alexandria 
residents can warm themselves with the knowledge that, as 
they shop for Christmas and Hanukkah gifts, our local officials 
are planning a post-holiday spending spree of their own.
 The best it appears city residents can hope for is that the 
coming tax increase is spread out over the next couple of years 
rather than dropped in one fell swoop. We would like to think 
that the massive tax surge of 2013 was a one-time thing. But 
as the singer Suzanne Vega advised, one-time things tend to 
“happen a lot.” SEE aCPs | 36
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Stop passing the costs 
of development onto 
residents

casino won’t just be  
a boon for Alexandria

To the editor:
 Dick Platt was right to 
criticize the approved plan 
to transport toxic soil from 
the Robinson Terminal North 
property by trucks (“Robin-
son Terminal North approval 
shows council puts profits 
over people,” November 5), 
for reasons of public safety 
and for placing the future 
costs of infrastructure dam-
age on taxpayers, not the de-
veloper.
 And who thinks that in-
creased bus service will keep 
traffic levels from surpass-
ing its already unacceptable 
level at the intersection of 
Beauregard and King streets, 
once the recently approved 
Gateway development is built 
there?
 These two issues encapsu-

late both the cause and effect 
of the frustration that many 
Alexandrians have with city 
council. Overly permissive 
development approvals in-
creasingly impact our envi-
ronment, traffic levels and 
cost of living. Not enough 
natural open space is set 
aside, not enough realistic 
traffic studies are prepared, 
and not enough affordable 
housing is required before 
projects are approved.
 It is reasonable to require 
developers to mitigate and pay 
for the negative impacts cre-
ated by their projects, espe-
cially when they are allowed 
increased density. It is not 
reasonable to pass these costs 
and impacts on to citizens.

- Kathleen Kust
Alexandria

To the editor:
 In your story on Alexan-
dria’s preparation for the new 
casino’s opening at National 
Harbor in 2016 (“City es-
tablishes task force ahead of 
MGM National Harbor open-
ing,” October 22), it appears 
as though city officials are 
already counting the dollars 
from the many visitors who 
will be coming to Old Town 
from the casino.
 Let me suggest another 
reality. City officials might 
want to take a look instead 
at what is happening just 
south of the city along U.S. 
Route 1. Since 2011, Virginia 
has allowed car-title lend-
ing against out-of-state titles 
as an alternative to cash ad-
vance and payday lenders. 

With that, Northern Virginia 
has become a leader in car-
title lending with its epicen-
ter in the Mount Vernon-Lee 
districts along U.S. Route 1.
 From Huntington to Quan-
tico, there are some 36 car-title 
lenders — compared with a to-
tal of 466 car-title loan outfits 
throughout the commonwealth. 
The result has been a doubling in 
the number of car repossessions 
in Virginia, which numbered 
20,000 last year. With easy ac-
cess to these predatory lenders 
and their loans with, on average, 
annual interest rates of 264 per-
cent, many Alexandrians will 
feel another reality from the ca-
sino across the river. It won’t be 
sunshine and flowers.

- David Levine
Alexandria

Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 December is traditionally 
a happy time of the year for 
most, full of holiday celebra-
tions with friends and family. 
While the majority of us do 
not associate school system 
budgets with anything par-
ticularly exciting, this year I 
honestly have to say Superin-
tendent Alvin Crawley’s pro-
posed budget is just that.
 This year’s 10-year capital 
improvement plan must be 
creative and comprehensive. 
Our goal is to continue to ad-
dress decade-old issues of ag-
ing buildings and the profound 
student enrollment growth 
over the last five years. 
 In the last three years, the 
Alexandria City School Board 
has worked hard to align our 
budget calendar with city 
council’s; to save funds and re-
sources by partnering with the 
city on capacity projects and 
bundling non-capacity proj-
ects; and to think of creative 
ways to supply our staff and 
students with the most optimal 
and equitable academic experi-
ences at each of our campuses.
 This has been quite a chal-
lenge over the past few years 
due to budget constraints. Our 
school system has grown by 
nearly 500 students each year 
over the last five years. Such 
rapid growth has been dif-
ficult to address. But this is a 
great sign for ACPS. Families 
are staying and investing in 
the school district and the City 
of Alexandria. 
 Last year, Crawley intro-
duced the concept of mod-
ernization, which means that 
the 10-year budget will plan 
for both indoor and outdoor 
renovations of a building 
based on, but not constrained 
by, the long range facilities 
plan, drawn up jointly by city 
and school leaders. This ap-
proach is particularly budget 

conscious when you think of 
how old our buildings are and 
how many students continue 
to use them on a daily basis. 
The patchwork approach of 
fixing what breaks was not 
advancing the quality of ag-
ing buildings or improving the 
academic experience for our 
staff and students.
 Our current capacity cri-
sis is felt from kindergarten 
through 12th grade. ACPS 
is already nearly 1,000 over 
capacity from kindergarten 
through ninth grade, accord-
ing the data analysis in the long 
range facilities plan. T.C. Wil-
liams’ King Street campus has 
more than 2,700 students and 
is projected to see another 700 
over the next five years. In fact, 
the student growth is projected 
to continue until 2030, when it 
will plateau, not decline.
 Last year, city council was 
unable to fund planning for 
a project to increase capac-
ity at T.C.’s Minnie Howard 
campus. The school board 
and Crawley went back to the 
drawing board and looked not 
only at our academic goals but 
also considered the goals for 
youth across Alexandria. 
 With one of the goals of the 
city’s youth master plan being 
about early childhood educa-
tion, Crawley thought there 
could be an opportunity for 
the school system to advance 
that goal. ACPS is working 
with our local partners to look 
at the curriculum, teacher 
training and opportunities to 
combine resources to create a 
strong pre-K program for the 
city as a whole. The research is 
indisputable that students who 
go to preschool have a better 
academic experience in their 
K-12 years. 
 Crawley’s proposed bud-
get suggests a central location 
where our current preschool 

classrooms and partners’ 
classrooms can be under one 
roof, with a goal to eventually 
offer a preschool option to ev-
ery 4-year-old in the city. 
 This proposal would tem-
porarily provide additional 
space at the elementary level, 
but not enough to address the 
current capacity issue. Craw-
ley also is proposing a new 
elementary school on the West 
End that would help address 
the nearly 200 students dis-
placed from Samuel Tucker 
Elementary School each year. 
This school would require con-
verting an existing space in the 
city and be less expensive than 
building a new school from the 
ground up. The city does not 
have much left in the way of 
open land, so this is a creative 
and sensible approach to the 
space and budget constraints 
we are experiencing.
 Lastly, Minnie Howard still 
needs capacity; that has not 
changed. The current proposal 
is to modernize the building 
and add 10 new classrooms. 
 Each year there are also 
costs for non-capacity projects 
just to keep buildings and out-
door spaces in optimal condi-
tion. But that must be balanced 
against providing for capacity 
for the students that are already 
here and the students that are 
coming in the next 15 years. 
 The school board is slated 
to adopt the ACPS 10-year 
capital budget December 17. 
To learn more, visit http://
www.acps.k12.va.us/budgets/. 
The school board, Crawley 
and ACPS staff will continue 
to think creative, be fiscally 
responsible and strive for eq-
uitable, optimal learning en-
vironments.

The writer is the chairwoman 
of the Alexandria City  

School board.

Searching for solutions to 
ACPS’ capacity crunch Karen Graf
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action can change the world.”
 For staff, our strategic plan means de-
livering a rich, relevant and rigorous in-
structional program each day that reflects 
individual students’ needs, strengths, 
talents and goals. It also means develop-
ing trusting relationships with students 
and their parents. These relationships are 
critical both in- and outside of the school-
house. We invite our community mem-
bers to join in this effort through men-
toring, volunteering in classes, tutoring 
and providing internships that connect 
students to real world work experiences.
 This autumn, the school system’s cap-
ital budget focuses on the modernization 
of schools by creating additional student 
capacity to accommodate growing en-
rollment and by planning school facilities 
appropriate for the future. Along with 
building a new Patrick Henry School, 
which was approved in a previous bud-
get, the updated CIP proposes retrofitting 
leased space to create a new elementary 
school on the West End in time for the 
start of the 2017-2018 school year.
 Space also will be found to expand 
comprehensive pre-K services in Alex-
andria in collaboration with various part-
ners, with the goal of promoting learn-
ing opportunities for young children. 
The CIP also includes planning work for 
modernizing the T.C. Williams Minnie 
Howard campus in 2017 and designing 
a new building for Douglas MacArthur 

Elementary School beginning in 2019. 
Throughout our planning, our focus has 
been on looking forward.
 Finally, this autumn is when we for-
mally began the redistricting process, 
one of several approaches needed to ad-
dress our projected annual 3.6 percent 
growth in enrollment over the next five 
years. The recent action taken by the Al-
exandria City School Board to delay the 
final decision on redistricting will allow 
for better alignment with the fiscal 2017-
2026 capital budget, and expand oppor-
tunities for community engagement. 
This decision essentially moved the 
timeline for implementing division-level 
redistricting to the 2017-2018 school year.
 Autumn is about being thankful and 
acknowledging the good things that we 
have as a community. In Alexandria, we 
have a school board that is supportive and 
excited by our future, with new board 
members joining our team very soon. 
We have a staff that is highly invested in 
bringing our five-year strategic plan to 
life across all six goals, a stronger facili-
ties modernization plan, and the engage-
ment and support of our community.
 Most importantly, I am thankful to 
have the opportunity, as your superin-
tendent, to interact with so many awe-
some students in our school division 
each day. Together, we have exciting 
times ahead of us.

- Alvin Crawley
Superintendent, Alexandria  

City Public Schools

Parental engagement is paramount 
to school success
To the editor:
 As a former student of Alexandria 
City Public Schools, I wish to provide my 
perspective on the future plans of ACPS, 
having recently read a letter to the editor 
in the Times entitled, “Ushering in a new 
era of community involvement in local 
schools” (November 12).
 I am in agreement that teaching and 
learning “can only be so effective when 
the infrastructure and institutional sup-
ports are weak.” Without support from 
the community, a school and its stu-
dents cannot be successful.
 From personal experience, which can 
be backed up by a study from the Na-
tional Education Association, it is most 
important to make sure parents of the 
students are involved in their school and 
education. School board chairwoman 

Karen Graf discussed engaging the com-
munity through the six-step strategic 
plan in her letter, but I believe that there 
should be specific focus on getting fami-
lies involved.
 Some effective ways to do this 
would be by encouraging and improving 
school’s parent teacher associations and 
also having an open dialogue with fami-
lies about anything from the curriculum 
to extracurricular activities their children 
are involved in.
 Regardless of a family’s income or so-
cial background, students whose parents 
are involved in their children’s school and 
education are more likely to be success-
ful and are known to have a more enrich-
ing experience in their education.

- Lauren Eliza Fish
Alexandria

My View | by Denise Dunbar

 In the newsroom of my col-
lege newspaper, our adviser placed 
a bumper sticker on the top of our 
blackboard that read, “The First 
Amendment is absolute.” Those 
words, printed in black on a plain 
white background, stared down at us 
as we put out our daily paper. Our ad-
viser adamantly, religiously believed 
in freedom of speech, and by exten-
sion, freedom of the press.
 This was in the late 1970s, just 
a few years after the Watergate 
scandal that led to President Rich-
ard Nixon’s resignation. It was a 
great time to be in the newspaper 
business: Students were flocking to 
journalism schools, most major cit-
ies still had at least two daily papers, 
and — in the days before cable news 
and the Internet — newspapers re-
mained hugely influential.
 It was a time when the thought 
police had not yet taken over college 
campuses. Freedom of speech meant 
one was at liberty to be a jerk, even if 
that free expression insulted a person 
or group. Speakers of all views were 
generally welcomed to campuses.
 It’s easy to support free speech 
when you agree with what’s being 
said. The real test is when you not 
only disagree with the speaker, but 
are offended and angered by their 
words. Or, as John Stuart Mill, one 
of the world’s great defenders of free 
speech, said in “On Liberty,” “Strange 
it is that men should admit the valid-
ity of the arguments for free speech 
but object to their being ‘pushed to an 
extreme,’ not seeing that unless the 
reasons are good for an extreme case, 
they are not good for any case.”
 Both the left and the right in the 
U.S. have at times engaged in sup-
pressing free speech. The list of 
books that through the years have 
been banned from some libraries is 
long, and includes classics like “The 
Catcher in the Rye,” “Lady Chat-
terley’s Lover,” “The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn,” and “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin.”
 Sadly, protests over the content of 
books seem almost quaint in today’s 

environment, particularly on college 
campuses. It’s astonishing that in less 
than 40 years, many of our campuses 
have gone from being places where 
free expression was viewed as sacred, 
to places where the statement “Ameri-
ca is the land of opportunity” is consid-
ered a “micro-aggression.”
 These students are out of control, 
and at some campuses have attempt-
ed to silence all speech they disagree 
with. At Yale there are students who 
can’t tolerate even the thought of pos-
sibly seeing a Halloween costume 
they might find offensive. At Princ-
eton, a group is throwing a major 
tantrum because former President 
Woodrow Wilson, who implemented 
segregation at federal agencies, is a 
revered figure on campus.
 At Claremont McKenna College in 
California, a dean was driven to resign 
by protesting students after sending an 
allegedly offensive email. Each epi-
sode is sillier than the one before.
 While faculty and administrators at 
many schools seem to have had their 
spines removed as if in a game of “Op-
eration,” there are courageous voices 
speaking out. Columnists on the left 
and right are denouncing the intolerant 
student mobs. Ruth Marcus in the No-
vember 11 edition of The Washington 
Post wrote a column entitled, “College 
is not for coddling” and George Will 
has referred to the recent batch of col-
lege protesters as “crybullies.”
 The best response I’ve seen was 
written by students at Claremont 
McKenna, and published in their 
student newspaper in an editorial 
entitled “We Dissent” (http://clare-
montindependent.com/we-dissent/). 
The piece is like a beacon, full of 
clarity and maturity. 
 The First Amendment is the foun-
dation on which all of our other free-
doms rest. If it is not absolute, then 
that freedom is illusory at best. We all 
need to safeguard this foundation from 
those who would chip away at it. It’s 
time to stand up to the crybullies.

The writer is the publisher of  
the Alexandria Times.

Defending free speech 
from campus bullies
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after his parents had died, their 
son, George Washington Cus-
tis Lee, successfully sued the 
government for return of the 
Arlington estate.
 Rather than requiring the 
removal of the graves surround-
ing the old Custis homestead, 
the younger Lee ultimately ac-
cepted a financial payment of 
$150,000 and ceded ownership 
of Arlington National Cemetery 
to the government in 1883.

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of  

Historic Alexandria.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

his view from Charles 
Magnus’ “Bird’s Eye 
View of Alexandria, 

VA” documents the area south 
of downtown Alexandria in 
1863, stretching from Wil-
kes Street on the left to Duke 
Street on the far right. This 
section is centered on an area 
of the city that grew rapidly 
until the Civil War began, and 
vast stretches of open land still 
remained to the south and west 
of the downtown area.
 The careful observer will 
notice that streets to the south 
of Wilkes, marked by the rail-
road tunnel at the lower left, 
were little more than cow paths. 
Even Washington Street dead-
ended just a few blocks south at 
the northern shoreline of Great 
Hunting Creek, near the inter-
section with Church Street.
 At the top of the image, just 
right of center, one can see the 
circular roundhouse used as a 
turntable to change the direc-
tion of rail engines, and the train 
proceeding up Wilkes Street 
passes piles of lumber and sup-
plies stored by the U.S. Army for 
military use.
 On the lower edge, the huge 
Pioneer Mills looms over the 
waterfront in the center, and 
moving west behind it can be 
seen the spire of St. Mary’s R.C. 
Church and the lower cupola of 
the Old Presbyterian Meeting 
House just to the left. Further 
south is one of Alexandria’s fa-
mous “Flounder Houses,” whose 
architectural style is named for 
its one-sided roof angle that 
mimicked the narrow fish and 
was best viewed from the side.
 Further west on Wolfe Street 

are two of Alexandria’s most 
impressive homes, comman-
deered by the Union Army to 
establish the Wolfe Street Hos-
pital, which operated in the two 
brick structures from January 1, 
1862 to February 25, 1865. The 
easterly mansion, known as the 
“Tuscan Villa,” was built as a 
residence by John L. Marshall 
in 1850 and offered panoramic 
views of the city, waterfront and 
surrounding countryside. That 
structure is no longer standing.
 Neighboring that property and 
still standing was the largest home 
in Alexandria, built just a few 
years earlier by Francis L. Smith, 
Alexandria’s most prominent at-
torney, who fled the city during 
Union occupation. Smith was an 
prominent local landowner, and 
another property he owned near 
Church and South Washington 
streets was hastily confiscated by 
Union authorities soon after the 
Magnus print was executed to es-
tablish the Freedmen’s Cemetery.
 After the war, Smith regained 
control of his former home, but it 

is still a mystery as to how Freed-
men’s Cemetery returned to pri-
vate ownership. But Smith’s legal 
skills were second to none, and 
as the government had never for-
mally acquired title to the burial 
yard, and ceased control of it in 
the late 1860s when it then con-
tained more than 1,800 African 
American graves, it is probable 
that Smith used this oversight to 
re-establish his property rights.
    But Smith’s experience did not 
help his client and close friend, 
Robert E. Lee, when he advised 
the former Confederate gen-
eral of the almost insurmount-
able challenges associated with 
retrieving the beloved Custis 
family homestead from the fed-
eral government. That property 
was seized during the war and 
interred thousands of military 
graves around Lee’s former 
home through the war years.
 After hearing Smith’s opin-
ion of the futility of such an 
effort at the Wolfe Street resi-
dence, Lee decided not to pur-
sue the issue further. But soon 

T
The fight for property rights after the civil War

Weekly Poll

  74% No.   23% Yes.  

This Week 
Do you expect city council to pass a significant 
tax hike in this year’s budget cycle?

Last Week 
Will you frequent the new multipurpose field built 
by Alexrenew in the eisenhower Valley?
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In response to “Allison 
Silberberg plans ethics 
push,” November 26:

citizen writes:
 Perhaps it would gener-
ate more confidence in City 
Councilor [Justin] Wilson’s 
willingness to cooperate for 
more transparent and equi-
table outcomes if he would 
speak directly to Vice May-
or Silberberg rather rely on 
press reports.
 One can conclude from his 
vague and confused statements 
that he is already playing the 
designated role of obstruction-
ist. We hope this destructive at-
titude can be changed to one of 
consensus building in advance 
of his assuming the new posi-
tion of vice mayor.

Delray821 writes:
 As this is Silberberg’s 
initiative, it seems more ap-
propriate that she speak to 
her fellow city councilors.

FroM The WeB
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Obituary POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are 
charged through the funeral 
home on a per-word basis 
comparable to the space rate 
offered to nonprofit advertisers. 

Deadlines are the Monday 
prior to the issue date. Call 
703.739.0001 for details.

LATCHMINIA BASDEO,  
of Alexandria, November 26, 2015
THOMAS F. BROSNAN (94),  
of Alexandria, November 16, 2015
LAWRENCE E. CARR JR. (92), 
of Alexandria, November 21, 2015
THOMAS W. CHAMBERS (64), 
of Alexandria, November 18, 2015
JANICE H. DISLEY (86), formerly 
of Alexandria, November 20, 2015
KERI E. FIELDS (22),  
of Alexandria, November 20, 2015
OLE M. JOHNSON (84),  
of Alexandria, November 25, 2015
PATRICIA J. LODATO,  
of Alexandria, November 23, 2015
ROBERT A. LONG (49),  
of Alexandria, November 21, 2015
HAROLD M. NORDENBERG (90), 
 of Alexandria, November 13, 2015
WILLIAM F. SMITH (91),  
of Alexandria, November 13, 2015

obituaries

last Week’s solution:

Weekly Words 33 Letters on an ambulance
35 Jobs for the bilingual
36 1/16 of a pound
37 Made a choice
38 Rooftop antenna
39 Low-ranged wind
42 Affaire d'___
43 ___ cum laude
44 Show with no laugh track
45 Kind of roll or society
46 Worse for winter driving
47 "... fish ___ fowl"
48 Partner of games
50 Spay or neuter
51 Dieter's dish
54 Moves skyward
55 Cringe in fear
56 Ill-___ (doomed)
58 Deal from the bottom, e.g.
59 Computer-key word
62 Moved furtively
63 Comes down in buckets
64 Rub the wrong way
66 Take back
67 Arduous trips
69 "___ porridge hot ..."
72 Shady spot, to a Brit
73 Worried walker
74  Coffee emanation
75 Biological identifier
76  Did a 10K
77 Ache soothers
79 John Hancock, e.g.
80 Large African storks
83 About
84 Mouse's place
85 Gloomy type
87 Watched the kids
88 In the best of health
91 Kind of drive
92 Asian capital
94 Bulrush, e.g.
96 Turn into pulp
97 ___ egg (retirement funds)
99 Autocrat until 1917
100 Computer input or output
101 The "U" of BTU
102 Use acid, artistically
103 Wash-up site
104 "Miracle on Ice" team
105 Make, after expenses
107 Long, fluffy scarf
108 Remote marking

ANT INVASION! By Theodore Lansing
AcrOSS
1 Small brown bird
5 Shallow sea hazards
11 One of Victoria's secrets?
14 Motion picture
18 Atmospheric blurring
19 What ballerinas dance on
20 Apartment payment
22 "The Greatest Story ___ Told"
23 Not looking for forgiveness
25 One spelling for a Mideast ruler
26 "The ___ have it"
27 K-12 grp.
28 TV-G, e.g.
29 Dead-set
31 Aswan, for one
32 Space opener?
34 Walk nervously, as in a  
   waiting room
35 Much-much separator
38 Assists in a crime
40 Show up
41  Be about to cry
43 Train reservations
44 Boats seen on the Indian Ocean
46 Stool pigeon
49 ___ Major ("Great Bear"  
  constellation)
50 Molten metal scum
51 Scrub strenuously
52 At some earlier time
53 Villain
55 ___ terrier (Scottish breed)

56 Melded, as copper wires
57 Exaggerated manliness
58 "Merry old" king of rhyme
59 Between a viscount and a marquis
60 Each and every
61 It permits a raid
65 Museum showing
68 Highest point
70 Clarinetist's purchase
71 Sticky-tongued mammal
73 Removes the rind from
75 Gloomy, to a poet
77 Hard-hit baseball
78 Opera showstopper
79 Lacking skill
80 College student's other focus
81 Bibliophile's item
82 IOU's lack
84 Flower with velvety petals
85 Friars
86 Another spelling for Mideast  
   rulers
87 Dress worn by Indian women
88 Frat or boarding structure
89 Certain rodent
90 "... parting is ___ sweet sorrow"
93 Name of two presidents
95 Financing abbr.
96 Bitingly sarcastic
98 Type of Volkswagen
100 Payable
103 Charlie the "spokesfish," for one
106 Atlantic City flapper

107  One bound to work without pay
109 Makes a patsy of
110 Aussie bounders, for short
111 Vent, as a landfill
112 Psych attachment?
113 Something a cat doesn't like
114 Cambridge univ.
115 Express forcefully
116 Wooden backing strip
DOWN
1 Defeat, a la Ali
2 Deliver a tirade
3 Old Testament book before   
  Nehemiah
4 Born, in social notes
5 Cooks clams
6 Treasure hunt aid
7 Kind of nerve
8 By hook or by crook
9 Some medieval weapons
10 Adjust the alarm clock
11 Pitt in "Thelma & Louise"
12 Update an atlas
13 Not persona
14 Achievement
15 Harvard wall-climber
16 Director Spike
17  Married woman's title
21 John Deere vehicle
24 Backsides
29 "We ___ not amused"
30 Not once, poetically
31 Word above a perforation
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AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
November 29, 2015

AUCTIONS
ABSOLUTE AUCTION Historic Home on 56+/- acres “Mountain Grover” 
7375 Secretarys Sand Road, Schuyler, Virginia Friday, December 11, 2015 
Auction held on site at 12:00 noon Walker Commercial Services, Inc www.
walker-inc.com 540-344-6160 VAAF 549

ACCELERATED SALE 2,921± SF Home on 1.94± AC Plus 5,925± SF Of-
fice/Warehouse/Shop 1801 Page Rd., Powhatan, VA Bids Start: $150,000 
BID ONLINE: 12/3–12/10 www.motleys.com • 1-804-232-3300 VA16 EHO

AUCTION: BID ON-SITE & ONLINE!   CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT & 
TRUCKS Excavators, Dozers, Dumps & More! 12/8 @ 10AM, Richmond, VA 
Accepting Consignments Thru 12/4 We Sell/Fund Assets Fast! www.motleys.
com/industrial ·804-232-3300x4 VAAL#16

EDUCATION
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office 
Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement available at 
CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419. 

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST Year! 
4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/Freder-
icksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; LFCC/Win-
chester 800-454-1400

MISCELLANEOUS
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others – start here 
with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-245-9553. 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill – Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $350 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. Es-
timated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome - no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS HOLIDAY CLEARANCE, save THOUSANDS, LOW 
monthly payments, MAKE OFFER on Clearance Orders 40x60, 30x36, 
25x30, 20x22, 16x20 CALL 757-301-8885 Penelope

FOUNDATION PROBLEMS?  CRACKED BRICKS?  UNEVEN FLOORS?  
CRACKED DRY WALL?  MUSTY SMELLS?  STICKING DOORS?  BOUNCY 
FLOORS?  STICKING WINDOWS?  NASTY CRAWLSPACE?  WET BASE-
MENT?  MOLD & FUNGUS?  TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS?  FOUNDA-
TION PROBLEMS?  CRACKED BRICKS?  UNEVEN FLOORS?  CRACKED 
DRY WALL?  MUSTY SMELLS?  STICKING DOORS?  BOUNCY FLOORS?  
STICKING WINDOWS?  NASTY CRAWLSPACE?  WET BASEMENT?  MOLD 
& FUNGUS?  TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS?  FOUNDATION PROBLEMS?  
CRACKED BRICKS?  UNEVEN FLOORS?  CRACKED DRY WALL?  MUSTY 
SMELLS?  STICKING DOORS?  BOUNCY FLOORS?  STICKING WIN-
DOWS?  NASTY CRAWLSPACE?  WET BASEMENT?  MOLD & FUNGUS?  
TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS?  FOUNDATION PROBLEMS?  CRACKED 
BRICKS?  UNEVEN FLOORS?  CRACKED DRY WALL?  MUSTY SMELLS?  
STICKING DOORS?  BOUNCY FLOORS?  STICKING WINDOWS?  NASTY 
CRAWLSPACE?  WET BASEMENT?  MOLD & FUNGUS?  TERMITES, BUGS, 
RODENTS? FOUNDATION PROBLEMS?  CRACKED BRICKS?  UNEVEN 
FLOORS?  CRACKED DRY WALL?  MUSTY SMELLS?  STICKING DOORS?  
BOUNCY FLOORS?  STICKING WINDOWS?  NASTY CRAWLSPACE?  WET 
BASEMENT?  MOLD & FUNGUS?  TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS?  FOUN-
DATION PROBLEMS?  CRACKED BRICKS?  UNEVEN FLOORS?  CRACKED 
DRY WALL?  MUSTY SMELLS?  STICKING DOORS?  BOUNCY FLOORS?  
STICKING WINDOWS?  NASTY CRAWLSPACE?  WET BASEMENT?  MOLD 
& FUNGUS?  TERMITES, BUGS, RODENTS?  FOUNDATION PROBLEMS?  
CRACKED BRICKS?  UNEVEN FLOORS?  CRACKED DRY WALL?  MUSTY 
SMELLS?  STICKING DOORS?  BOUNCY FLOORS?  STICKING WIN-

Jesse Waltz, PE 
& Stella Waltz
Owners

SAVE $500*

Foundation & Structural Repair • Concrete Lifting
Crawl Space Moisture Control • Basement Waterproofing

888-876-3113
www.jeswork.com

FREE
INSPECTION 
& ESTIMATE

*Any job over $3,000. Good only when presented at time of free inspection. Not to be combined with any other offer.

VirginiaPress_2015_3.22x4.indd   5 7/16/2015   10:09:17 AM

Join the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT) Dec. 8, 9, or 10, from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. for public 
meetings where you can offer your input on reasonable alterna-
tives to improve intercity passenger rail between Washington, 
D.C. and Richmond, VA. DRPT strives to provide reasonable 
accommodations and services for persons who require special 
assistance to participate. Contact the Title VI compliance officer 
at 804-786-4440 or TDD 711. All comments received by Friday, 
Jan. 8, 2016 will be considered in the alternatives review process. 
For more information, meeting locations, and  
comment forms, visit: www.DC2RVArail.com.

Passenger Rail Improvement 
Alternatives Presented

AlexAndriA BoArd of 
ArchitecturAl review

old & historic 
AlexAndriA district

leGAl notice of A PuBlic heArinG

A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNESDAY, 
December 16, 2015 beginning at 7:30 PM in Coun-
cil Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the following ap-
plications:

cAse BAr2015-0347
Request for alterations and signage at  
313 cameron st.
APPLICANT: Cyrous Abedi

cAse BAr2015-0360
Request for alterations and waiver of fence height 
at 1210 Prince st.
APPLICANT: Shane Latham

cAse BAr2015-0367
Request for alterations at 10 Prince st. 
APPLICANT: 2 Prince, LLC

cAse BAr2015-0368
Request for alterations at 117 Prince st.
APPLICANT: Susan Joseph

cAse BAr2015-0369
Request to partially demolish and capsulate at  
708 wolfe st.
APPLICANT: Alexandra and Paul Clement

cAse BAr2015-0370
Request for alterations at 708 wolfe st.
APPLICANT: Alexandra and Paul Clement

cAse BAr2015-0371
Request for alterations at 911 King st.
APPLICANT: Majestic Cafe

cAse BAr2015-0374
Request to partially demolish and capsulate at  
622 s st Asaph st.
APPLICANT: James and Emma Burnham

cAse BAr2015-0375
Request for alterations and an addition at  
622 s st Asaph st.
APPLICANT: James and Emma Burnham

cAse BAr2015-0323
Request to partially demolish and capsulate at  
111 s Payne st.
APPLICANT: Casa Rosada Artisan Gelato

cAse BAr2015-0324
Request for an addition at 111 s Payne st.
APPLICANT: Casa Rosada Artisan Gelato

cAse BAr2015-0373
Request for alterations at 420 n union st.
APPLICANT: Tim Tran and Jessica Likas

Online  
all the time:

Classifieds

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Binary Sakura DC LC

Nasime

1209 King St

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22314

Wine and Beer On Premises/ Mixed Beverages

Yuh Shimomura Member
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(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov
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Advertising Works!
To advertise your  

business or service contact
sales@alextimes.com

or 703-739-0001
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Sunshine and Sophistication

go hand in hand with these two offerings

526 Queen Street
This classic, mid-nineteenth century, three-bedroom, three-and-
a-half-bath, brick residence exudes sophistication in its gracious 
double parlors divided by period pocket doors, a noble dining 
room awash in light and a chef’s kitchen with adjacent keeping 
room opening to the courtyard garden replete with outdoor 
kitchen. Additional delights include a finished lower level, an 
intimate in-home office and a loggia as well as Charleston porch 
overlooking gardens. With secured off-street parking for one 
vehicle, the enticements of Old Town are easily attainable. It’s 
an executive abode awaiting only its fourth owner since 1840. 
Offered at $2,950,000.

®

®

Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Poised to help with any and all real estate needs, whether advising on home 
improvement projects, preparing and listing a house for the market, offering a 

current market analysis to value your investment, or helping purchasers find that 
perfect dream house, Lauren looks forward to hearing from you.

805 Prince Street
Victorian majesty permeates this “Richardson Romanesque” 
semi-detached townhouse including large sun-drenched rooms 
with views of the extensive garden, high ceilings, polished 
wood floors, original woodwork and tall windows. The interior 
of the five-bedroom, three-and-a-half-bath residence remains 
intact and original but is enhanced by a state-of-the-art kitchen 
with stainless appliances, generous counters, handsome wood 
cabinets and an adjacent butler’s pantry. Two off-street parking 
spaces and easy access to mass transportation increase the 
delight of this vintage home with a metropolitan aura of today. 
Offered at $1,998,000.

COMIN
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