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Planning commission 
rejects Ramsey Homes 
redevelopment plan

Owner Jody Manor believes 
city’s relationship with small 
business at a critical juncture
BY CHRIS TEALE 

 The spate of small business 
closings in Alexandria con-
tinued Sunday as owner Jody 
Manor announced the closure 
of long-time Old Town cafe 
Bittersweet at its current loca-
tion at 823 King St.
 Open since 1983, the an-
nouncement does not mean the 
end for the cafe and catering 
company, which will relocate 
to its previous space at 103 N. 
Alfred St. and become a much 
smaller operation. Manor post-
ed the news on Bittersweet’s 
official Facebook page as well 
as in a letter to the editor print-
ed in the Times.
 Manor believes there is 
a wider problem in the city, 
given that so many small busi-

nesses recently have closed in 
the vicinity of King Street. He 
said City Hall has not helped 
matters.
 “My prism is having grown 
up here and remembering 
what King Street was like in 
the 1960s and 1970s and 1980s 
when most of the retail was 
empty,” he said in an interview. 
“I don’t think that a lot of poli-
cies have been thought through 
in terms of their impact on our 
small business community, I 
don’t think we’ve had a strong 
voice for a long time.”
 In a letter to city council, 
Manor warns that the city’s 
reputation as a hard place to 
do business is deserved. He 
criticized the lengthy process 
to obtain an administrative 
special use permit, high taxes 
and fees and a lack of adequate 
parking policies and wayfind-

ing as just some of the reasons 
why the city is suffering.
 “These anti-business prac-
tices clearly undermine our 
competitiveness when trying 
to attract new businesses,” he 
wrote to council. “These is-
sues are within your power to 
examine and should and need 
to be addressed post-haste.”
 Manor said simplifying 
the SUP process would make 
things easier for prospective 
small business owners, espe-
cially those who cannot neces-
sarily afford to pay for an at-
torney to guide them through 
the process. It can also be filled 
with pitfalls, particularly when 
it comes to setting up in one of 
the city’s historic districts.
 “I think one of the greatest 
uncertainties that business 
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City council to discuss 53-unit 
proposal Saturday
BY CHRIS TEALE 

 The planned demolition and 
redevelopment of Ramsey Homes 
hit a snag February 2, as the plan- 
ning commission denied part 
of the Alexandria Redevelop-
ment and Housing 
Authority’s ap-
plication by a 4-3 
margin. City coun-
cil will take up 
the proposal Sat-
urday at its public 
hearing for further 
discussion and a 
final decision.
 Commissioners 
were critical of the process and 
particularly what they perceived 
as a lack of analysis on other 
alternatives beyond the one pro-
posed by ARHA. A presentation 

by city staff outlined two other 
options that had been analyzed 
on the city side, but deemed un-
feasible by ARHA staff for fi-
nancial reasons.
 ARHA’s plan proposes 53 
multi-family residential units in 
two buildings, with a courtyard 

in the middle 
of the property. 
ARHA also re-
quested an in-
crease in floor 
area ratio to 2.0 
and a rezoning of 
the property from 
a townhouse zone 
to mixed use.
 That proposal 

would completely demolish the 
existing 15 units, which were 
built between 1941 and 1942 

Old Town institution 
Bittersweet to relocate
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The Ramsey Homes (top), owned by the Alexandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority, sit at 699 N. Patrick St. and are slated for de-
molition and redevelopment. The 15-unit property was built between 
1941 and 1942 by the federal government to house black defense 
workers. Under ARHA’s plan, the Ramsey Homes would be trans-
formed into two three-story buildings comprising 53 mixed-income 
residential units and a central courtyard (above). That plan took a 
hit February 2 as the planning commission rejected its Develop-
ment Special Use Permit.

2016

Bittersweet has been a 
fixture of Old Town since 
1983, but owner Jody 
Manor announced Sun-
day he will close its cur-
rent location at 823 King 
St. and move the eatery 
to its prior space on North 
Alfred Street.
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$624,000

ROSEMONT
$875,000

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS

Fabulous renovation and expansion  
with contemporary f lare!

4 bedrooms, 2 baths, approx. 2100 sq. ft. of living space on 2 levels. Open 
floor plan with tall ceilings, abundant windows and rich hardwood floors. 
Living room with fireplace, kitchen with heated floors, SS appliances & 

granite counters and beautiful baths with Travertine marble. Fenced yard. 

Unbeatable 
location just  
blocks to METRO, 
shops, restaurants 
& Maury 
Elementary!
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,  
3 finished levels, 2 gas 
fireplaces. Kitchen with 
granite counters opens to 
family room with access to 
the fenced yard with 
deck & patio. Recreation 
room with wet bar, 
gas fireplace and 
outdoor egress. 
Off Street Parking!

$1,299,000

PORT VECCHIO

Rarely available “09 Tier” condo on the desirable SE 
corner with panoramic water views from every room! 

3 bedroom, 3 baths, with approx. 2,200 sq. ft. of living space and  
a fabulous enclosed sunroom. Spacious Owner’s suite with balcony,  
2 garage parking spaces, a “wine cellar” and 2nd large storage room.  

Wonderful amenities and services!

$2,550,000
OLD TOWN

Elegant townhouse circa 1815 on spacious lot  
2 blocks to King St. & the riverfront!

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 fireplaces, 4400 sq. ft. living space,  
3-4 parking spaces. Original random width wood floors,  

exquisite woodwork and architectural details throughout. Two story 
gazebo addition provides lots of light and garden views.

Gorgeous home on 1/2 acre convenient to 
Historic Downtown Fredericksburg and 

University of Mary Washington!
5 bedrooms, (3 main, 1 upper, 1 lower), 4.5 baths, 3 finished levels with 

loads of builder upgrades. Vaulted ceilings, custom built-ins, open floor plan 
and plenty of room for all! Wired for telecommuting with 2 home offices. 

$475,000
LONG BRANCH ESTATES

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 28 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

CHAPEL HILL
$1,499,000

Spacious custom home in serene setting on half  
  an acre just steps from Chinquapin Park. 

7 bedrooms, 5.5 plus .5 baths, over 6500 sq. ft. of living space with a 3  
car garage. Designed for entertaining and casual living with soaring ceil-
ings, impressive 3 story stone fireplace in living room, grand dining room, 

spacious gourmet kitchen, fabulous Owner’s suite...the list goes on!
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING
NAEA to open Old Town headquarters with 
artwork by ACPS students

City commission for women seeks 
nominations for Salute to Women Awards

City to hold open houses on arts and culture plan

 The National Art Education 
Association will open its new 
headquarters at 901 Prince St. 
on February 18, with art on 
display by students in Alexan-
dria City Public Schools.
 Officials said NAEA’s new 
studio has been designed as a 
multifunctional space to serve 
as the nonprofit’s headquar-
ters, a fully functional gallery 
designed to showcase art and 
an art making space for profes-
sional development of educa-
tors. It is all with the intent of 
showcasing what they call the 
essential value of visual arts 
education in the 21st century.
 “We are living our mission,” 

said Deborah Reeve, executive 
director of NAEA, in a state-
ment. “We live in a visual age, 
and a foundation in art education 
has never been more critically 
important for students pursuing 
careers in any field. This exhibit 
and NAEA’s presence in Alexan-
dria will serve as a living, fully 
functional demonstration of why 
art education matters.”
 All of the art on display will 
express the theme of “transi-
tion” and will encompass the 
entire spectrum of art media 
including computer design, 
painting, drawing and written 
reflection among others. The 
artwork in the exhibition has 

been selected by art educators 
throughout the school system 
and represents student work at 
all grade levels.
 “Our partnership with 
NAEA in producing this ex-
hibition not only highlights 
the work of our students on a 
national stage, but it is a vivid 
example of how our students 
are learning through creating 
art,” said Andrew Watson, an 
ACPS fine arts instructional 
specialist, in a statement.
 The NAEA was founded in 
1947 and is the leading profes-
sional membership organiza-
tion for visual arts education.

- Chris Teale

 The Alexandria Commis-
sion for Women announced last 
week that it is seeking nomi-
nations for women, men and 
young people who have made 
a significant impact on women 
and girls in Alexandria.
 Winners will be honored at 
the commission’s 36th Annual 
Salute to Women Awards ban-
quet. The event will take place 
at 6 p.m. on March 28 at the 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice. Proceeds from the event 
support the Alexandria Sexual 
Assault Center.
 Winners will be recog-
nized for their achievements 
in several areas, including 
health and safety, legislative 
advocacy, leadership, artistic 
endeavors, business and career 
development, and providing 
opportunities for youth.

 All nominations must be 
submitted to the city depart-
ment of community and hu-
man services by the close of 
business on February 26. 
 Nomination forms are 
available online. For a copy of 
the form or further informa-
tion, contact Ellen Lamm at 
703-746-3132 or ellen.lamm@
alexandriava.gov.

- Chris Teale

 The city office of the 
arts announced Tuesday that 
it would host a series of open 
houses and town halls from 
February 23 through February 
27 for residents to offer input on 
the development of a citywide 
arts and culture plan.
 The goal is to create a long-
term plan that better capitalizes 
on existing resources to make 
Alexandria’s rich arts and cul-
ture sector stronger, more ac-
cessible and more sustainable. 
Officials say the plan will al-
low the city to better integrate 

arts and culture into other pol-
icy areas, including education, 
economic development, public 
safety, public health, youth ac-
tivities, human services, hous-
ing, parks and open spaces.
 The office of the arts is 
working with consultants The 
Cultural Planning Group in 
developing the citywide plan. 
The process is designed to be 
inclusive and engage residents, 
visitors and other sectors of 
the community to help local 
government identify cultural 
resources, needs and opportu-

nities and think strategically 
about how these resources can 
help a community to achieve its 
civic goals.
 For a list of open house 
dates, times and locations, visit 
www.alexandriava.gov/87578. 
Those unable to attend can send 
written comments to the De-
partment of Recreation, Parks 
and Cultural Activities, At-
tention: Diane Ruggiero, 1108 
Jefferson St., Alexandria, VA 
22314, or by e-mail to diane.
ruggiero@alexandriava.gov.

- Chris Teale

Inova Medical Group Welcomes  
Dr. David Gehring to  
Inova Primary Care – Old Town

Dr. Gehring sees patients 

of all ages, and has 

extensive experience in 

geriatric care, prevention, 

and hypertension. 

Dr. Gehring’s focus is to 

keep his patients healthy, and help them  

enjoy life to the fullest. 

Call 703.683.7220  
to book an appointment. 

Inova Primary Care – Old Town 
325 South Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.683.7220
inovamedicalgroup.org
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CRIME

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between February 10 and February 17.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

1 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULT 3 BURGLARIES

26 THEFTS 10 DRUG 
CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

25ASSAULTS

0 SEXUAL 
OFFENSES5 VEHICLE

THEFTS 1ROBBERY

Police investigating felonious assault  
near Holmes Run Park

Alexandria police promote two new deputy chiefs

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment said it is investigating 
a felonious assault on the 100 
block of S. Jenkins St. that took 
place early Sunday morning.
 Officers responded to the 
area on the West End near 
Holmes Run Park after re-

ports of an encounter between 
two people. Police spokes-
woman Ashley Hildebrandt 
said they knew each other, 
and that officers were unsure 
on the exact nature of the inci-
dent between them.
 Hildebrandt added that both 

the victim and suspect have been 
interviewed by the authorities.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation about this incident is 
asked to call the department’s 
non-emergency number at 
703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

 Alexandria police 
announced earlier 
this month the pro-
motion of two cap-
tains to the rank of 
deputy chief. Deputy 
chiefs Chris Wemple 
III and Shahram Ford 
will command the 
police’s operations 
support bureau and 
patrol operations bu-
reau, respectively.
 “I have complete confidence 
that these two deputy chiefs will 
help lead the Alexandria Police 
Department to even greater suc-
cesses in the future,” said Police 
Chief Earl Cook in a statement.
 Wemple joined the de-
partment in 1991, and he has 

worked in all four of the de-
partment’s bureaus through-
out his career. He was most 
recently the commander of the 
patrol support division, where 
he also served as liaison to city 
council and oversaw the com-
munity policing section and 
police training unit.

    Fa r d  h a s  s e r ve d 
with the APD since 
1995. During his tenure, 
he worked in the K-9 
unit with his partner 
“Dino” and coordinated 
a number of post-9/11 
projects in the special 
operations division. As 
a commander, he led the 
vice-narcotics section, 
as patrol division com-

mander for the West End, and 
most recently was commander 
of the criminal investigations 
division. Fard is also a desig-
nated incident commander and 
represents the agency on the Na-
tional Capital Region’s incident 
management team.

- Chris Teale

 

 

Give the gift that will light up her  
world! 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
(703) 549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

Our Boy Bandit

For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Bandit was in another 
shelter where his time 
was up so we are  
hoping to find this  
super friendly guy a 
wonderful forever home. 
Come meet Bandit on 
Saturday or Sunday from 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
Welcomes You to Our Upcoming Programs
ALEXANDRIA ECUMENICAL LENTEN SERIES

Alexandria’s Episcopal and Methodist churches are exploring 
the theology of Harry Potter in a weekly lecture series. Join us 
for the kick-off at St. Paul’s – Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m.

INQUIRERS’ CLASS
Looking for a new church home, or wish to learn more about 
the Episcopal Church? Our Inquirers’ Class is for you. 
Course meets Wednesdays, 7:30-9 p.m., Feb. 17-Mar. 23. For 
info or to register, email ross@stpaulsalexandria.com.

CLOISTER NIGHT
Take a weekly retreat into the deep spiritual 

devotion of monastic life on “Cloister  Night” 
– Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Feb. 16 -Mar. 15. 

All are welcome. For info or to register, 
 email cloisternight@gmail.com.

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

Chris Wemple III Shahram Ford
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F I T N E S S

Find What WORX For You!

21 Days 
for $21

 THE WORX BY MAIA = Unparalleled Support.
 5402 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22304

CALL US TODAY (540)421-8527  www.theworxbymaia.com

*Same-day service on Economy Dentures in most cases, call for details. ** The dentist will 
determine the number & type of implants that best fit your individual needs. Additional fees

 may be incurred depending on individual cases. Advertised fees effective through 11/18/16. 

$1,200**

Dental Implants
(Per Implant And Connector)

$105 Routine
Tooth 
Extraction
Per tooth

$545
Full Set Dentures

Economy

• Same-day 
  service*

• Four denture 
  levels
• Single-tooth 
  implants
•  
 
• Financing 
 available

  Se habla 
español

Affordable Dentures-Woodbridge
Mesfin W. Zelleke, DDS, FICOI, FAAIP • Sachi Patel, DDS

General Dentists
Prince William Square Shopping Center
14228 Smoketown Road, Woodbridge VA

Call For Appointment (703)491-0570

Offers good only at Affordable Dentures -Woodbridge. Coupon must be 
presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with 

any other coupons, discounts, package price, insurance benefit, 
or prior order. Offer expires 04/29/16 and may change without notice. 

SAVE
$75

PER DENTURE ON

U LT R A
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE
$50

PER DENTURE ON

P R E M I U M
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE
$100

ON

AFFORDABLE
IMPLANTS®

Denture 
Stabilization

System

SAVE
$25

PER DENTURE ON

CU STOM
Complete or 

Partial Denture

 1-800-DENTURE®

  AffordableDentures.com
0 2 1 6 7 - 5

Legislation could limit 
infrastructure fixes
Councilors fear slippery slope 
on local control of land use
BY ERICH WAGNER 

  Affordable housing and 
infrastructure aid guidelines 
may be restricted in some 
localities under bills rolling 
through the Virginia General 
Assembly, which have Alex-
andria officials worried.
 Senate Bill 549 and House 
Bill 770 would remove lo-
cal governments’ authority 
to “request or accept any un-
reasonable proffer in connec-
tion with a rezoning or ... as 
a condition of approval of a 
new residential development.” 
Proffers are promises by a de-
veloper or property owner to 
make infrastructure improve-
ments or make contributions 
to other services like afford-
able housing.
 The state Senate passed its 
version of the bill last week, 
while the House of Delegates 
passed a similar version Feb-
ruary 4. Although the bills as 
currently drafted would not 
affect Alexandria — it re-
stricts proffers in the rezon-
ing process, while the city 
primarily encounters them 
in special use permits — 
city leaders fear the measure 
would set a dangerous prece-
dent of the statehouse usurp-
ing City Hall.
 Bernie Caton, the city’s 
top lobbyist in Richmond, 
said as originally composed, 
the bill would have affected 
one aspect of setting require-
ments for developments that 
the city does employ: con-
struction materials.
 “The way it was crafted, 
it also said that you could 
not use anything to affect the 
way a building is designed 
or the materials used,” Ca-
ton told city councilors last 
week. “I worked with Sen. 
[Dick] Saslaw (D-35) to get 
that out of the bill, and it has 

come out. ... It also says the 
proffer must address an im-
pact specifically attributable 
to the new residential devel-
opment.”
 City councilors said they 
were relieved that the pro-
posal did not affect Alex-
andria’s ability to employ 
proffers, but said they are 
worried about the prospect of 
efforts to further erode local 
control over zoning issues.
 “Are any local communities 
supporting this?” asked City 
Councilor Paul Smedberg.
 “Some are fighting more 

than others, and some have 
just pushed to have the parts 
that affect them most taken 
out,” Caton said.
 Smedberg then asked if the 
measures could be a sign of 
things to come.
 “When we talked about 
this in the legislative subcom-
mittee, wasn’t there concern 
that something more compre-
hensive than this, something 
that includes [development 

Commission on Local Government 
 
 

Estimate of Local Fiscal Impact 
 

2016 General Assembly Session 

 
 
Bill:   SB 549 Patron:  Obenshain 

Date: 1/26/2016 

 
 
In accordance with the provisions of §30-19.03 of the Code of Virginia, the staff of the Commission on Local 

Government offers the following analysis of the above-referenced legislation: 

 
 
Bill Summary: 
Conditional zoning. Provides that no locality shall (i) request or accept any unreasonable proffer in 

connection with a rezoning or a proffer condition amendment as a condition of approval of a new residential 

development or new residential use or (ii) deny any rezoning application, including an application for 

amendment to an existing proffer, for a new residential development or new residential use where such 

denial is based on an applicant’s failure or refusal to submit, or remain subject to, an unreasonable proffer. A 

proffer shall be deemed unreasonable unless it addresses an impact that is specifically and uniquely 

attributable to a proposed new residential development or other new residential use applied for. An off-site 

proffer shall be deemed unreasonable pursuant to the above unless it addresses an impact to an off-site 

public facility, such that, (a) the new residential development or new residential use creates a need, or an 

identifiable portion of a need, for one or more public facility improvements in excess of existing public facility 

capacity at the time of the rezoning or proffer condition amendment, and (b) each such new residential 

development or new residential use applied for receives a direct and material benefit from a proffer made 

with respect to any such public facility improvements. In any action in which a locality has denied a 

rezoning or an amendment to an existing proffer and the aggrieved applicant proves by a preponderance of 

the evidence that it refused or failed to submit, or remain subject to, an unreasonable proffer that it has 

proven was suggested, requested, or required, formally or informally, by the locality, the court shall 

presume, absent clear and convincing evidence to the contrary, that such refusal or failure was the 

controlling basis for the denial. The bill also provides that certain conditional rezoning proffers related to 

building materials, finishes, methods of construction, or design features on a new residential development 

are prohibited.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Executive Summary: 
SB 549 prohibits local governments (1) from requesting or accepting any unreasonable proffer, as defined in 

this bill, in connection with rezoning or a proffer amendment as a condition of approval for a new residential 

development or use, and (2) from denying a rezoning or proffer amendment based on the applicant’s failure 

or refusal to submit or remain subject to an unreasonable proffer. The bill also prohibits certain conditional 

rezoning proffers related to building materials, finishes, methods of construction, or design features on new 

residential development.  
Localities have evaluated a negative fiscal impact of $0.01 - $200,000.00. The provisions of the bill will 

impact all local governments in some way. Localities without a proffer policy may not see an immediate 

impact unless they decide to establish a proffer policy in the future or would need a conditional zoning in the 

future. Localities with a proffer policy noted that the potential implications of this bill may have a negative 

impact on the number of rezoning permits and could impact property values which may affect the tax base. 

 
Additional localities noted that the terms “unreasonable” and “addresses an impact” are too vague to have 

clear meaning, despite the law’s attempt to define them, therefore, it could be difficult for localities to accept 

proffers that indirectly address public facility needs and issues within their jurisdictions. 

 
Note: this bill is identical to HB 770.  
************************************************************************************************************************** 
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Welcome Center
Now Open

3450 Gallows Road • Annandale, VA 22003
www.BrightviewWoodburn.com

Please call for more information.
703-462-9998

✔ A lifestyle characterized by choice, opportunity and personalized care, 
focusing on possibilities rather than limitations

✔ A full calendar of SPICE Programs addresses all dimensions of wellness – 
Spiritual, Physical, Intellectual, Cultural and Emotional

✔ Compassionate and highly-trained associates

✔ Health care professionals, including doctors and physical therapists, will 
hold office hours within the community reducing the transportation burden

✔ Plus, our specially designed Wellspring Village® neighborhood, where we 
are able to create joy for residents and their families despite the challenges 
people living with dementia face

Area’s Newest Retirement Community 
Opening Spring 2016

Highly Respected Company Serving Families for 15 Years 

by the federal government to 
house black defense workers. 
City staff also presented options 
to save either one or two of the 
buildings, rehabilitate them and 
build additional units on the site.
 The commission denied the 

project’s development special use 
permit, but approved a master 
plan amendment and rezoning 
needed for the project. But com-
missioners struggled with what 
they viewed as a lack of proper 
analysis on all options, including 
a full rehabilitation of the exist-
ing units at 699 N. Patrick St.

 “The question is: is it wrong 
to study it? Is it wrong to explore 
these things?” asked planning 
commissioner Stewart Dunn. 
“Is it so important to move 
ahead now that we would not do 
any further study? That’s the is-
sue, not what it’s going to be.”
 Dunn was critical of the com-

mission’s decision 
to grant a master 
plan amendment 
for the property 
and the rezon-
ing, something 
he said was im-
possible given 
that commissioners 
needed more of an idea 
of what was going to happen. 
Dunn abstained from those votes 
and was one of the four votes 
against the development special 
use permit.
 “To me, it’s really not sound 
planning to recommend a zon-
ing amendment,” he said. “For 
us to pass this when we don’t 
know why we’re passing it, what 
the purpose is, seems to me un-
sound.”
 The five-hour hearing saw a 
variety of opinions and featured 
several residents arguing that 
the proposed development was 
not in keeping with the rest of 
the Parker-Gray Historic Dis-
trict. In addition, several people 
noted the need for compliance 
with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act. The 
district is in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, and under 
Section 106, officials must en-
gage in a rigorous historic pres-
ervation process.
 “The past is something that 
we believe is simply being ig-
nored,” said Elliott Bell-Krasner, 
vice-chairman of the Alexandria 
Historic Resources Commission. 
“These homes are historically 
significant [and] they are archi-
tecturally significant in that we 
believe they are the only ones left 
that exhibit pre-cast concrete.”
 “The Alexandria historic 
districts are about holding onto 
old fashioned, low-density liv-
ing, specifically in the face of 
contrary economic forces,” 
said David Lawrence. “It’s a 
great thing.”
 Local development attor-
ney Duncan Blair, representing 
ARHA, said the applicant had 
already undertaken plenty of in-
depth historical study and would 
continue to do so after the proj-
ect’s approval, in keeping with 
Section 106 requirements.
 Several others said moving 

forward was inap-
propriate since 
there is pend-
ing litigation 
in Alexandria 
Circuit Court 
challenging city 

council’s decision 
to allow demolition 

at the site.
 “Should the court reverse 

the decision of council, this 
plan will be illegal,” said resi-
dent Elaine Johnston. “Should 
the court remand the matter to 
city council and ask them to re-
consider, their decision at that 
time would be prejudged by 
having already approved this 
plan requiring demolition.”
 Assistant city attorney Jo-
anna Anderson noted that the 
commission and council legally 
could still proceed on this ap-
plication as it is contingent on 
demolition. A status conference 
was held on the case February 8, 
and a non-jury trial is currently 
scheduled for August 22.
 Residents also raised con-
cerns about the plan increasing 
density in the neighborhood, as 
well as an apparent lack of open 
space on the site for use by all 
members of the community. 
Charkenia Walker, the only 
current resident of Ramsey 
Homes to testify, said the units 
are in poor condition, making 
ARHA’s proposal necessary.
 “The units are old,” she said. 
“Think of an aging person. 
When you get old, you don’t 
walk as good as you used to, you 
don’t climb stairs as good as you 
used to, your mechanisms begin 
to change. The same thing is 
happening inside of these units, 
they are falling apart. [It’s] not 
solely because of ARHA’s ne-
glect, but because of the age, be-
cause of the materials that were 
initially used.”
 The commission’s decision 
is merely advisory, so council 
could still approve the DSUP 
and allow ARHA to proceed 
with its current proposal. A 
public hearing on the matter is 
scheduled for Saturday at City 
Hall, where ARHA officials 
said they would welcome fur-
ther discussion.
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I think one of 
the greatest un-

certainties that busi-
ness owners have in 
the  process of open-
ing their business is 
the multiple hurdles 
that they have to go 
through in particular 
districts with the 
Board of Architectural 
Review and then the 
planning commission 
and then city council.”

- Bill Reagan,
executive director, 

Alexandria Small Business 
Development Center

owners have in the process of 
opening their business is the 
multiple hurdles that they have 
to go through in particular dis-
tricts with the Board of Archi-
tectural Review and then the 
planning commission and then 
city council,” said Bill Reagan, 
executive director of the Alex-
andria Small Business Devel-
opment Center. “If those can 
be handled through an admin-
istrative process that doesn’t 
require each of those hurdles, 
it would make it a much more 
manageable process for the 
business owner. In most cases, 
there would be no intrusion on 
the neighborhoods.”
 City councilors have dis-
cussed simplifying the pro-
cess, and it was something 
that dominated talk on the 
campaign trail last year. Vice 
Mayor Justin Wilson said ex-
panding the administrative 
SUP process, which gives 
city staff a constant criteria 
to make approvals, could help 
speed things up.
 “The goal is that you have 
clarity around what we ex-
pect out of businesses that 
we’re representing what the 
community’s concerns are 
about a potential business but 
we’re also giving the business 
owner predictability through 

the process,” he said.
 Manor said the business 
community lacks a strong 
voice at City Hall when it 
comes to shaping policies, al-
though things have improved 
in recent times thanks to 
the work of the Alexandria 
Chamber of Commerce and 
other groups. Chamber CEO 
Joe Haggerty said the orga-
nization has numerous rep-
resentatives on city commis-
sions, while Wilson added 
that he has daily discussions 
with business owners outside 
of scheduled public forums.
 To become more business 
friendly, Manor advocated for 
reform on business tax rates. 
He said paying significant 
amounts in meal tax, business 
property tax and the Busi-
ness, Professional and Occu-
pational License tax can be 
too much to ask, especially 
BPOL. That tax is on a busi-
ness’ gross revenue, and re-
form was not only discussed 
locally but continues to be an 
issue in Richmond at the Vir-
ginia General Assembly.
 Wilson said action at the 
state level would be helpful, 
but there are things Alexan-
dria can do to help lessen the 
BPOL burden.
 “My argument has always 
been to be strategic,” he said. 
“Let’s pick the industries that 

we believe are most represen-
tative of where we’re going 
to see growth in the city, and 
those are the industries that we 
should provide strategic tax 
incentives to try to make Alex-
andria the best place for those 
businesses to operate.”
 Haggerty said the chamber’s 
small business tax force’s rec-
ommendations from a few years 
ago are being re-examined.
 Manor cited the upcom-
ing waterfront redevelopment 
as key to help grow the city’s 
small business community. 
Discussions are ongoing on 
interim uses for Fitzgerald 
Square, the proposed public 
space at the foot of King Street 
to replace the Old Dominion 
Boat Club’s clubhouse, and 
Manor sees great opportunity 
by the Potomac River.
 “Right now I’m trying to 
increase awareness of what’s 
at stake and get more people 
involved in the process,” he 
said. “Council’s going to get 
a recommendation on how 
we attract visitors from the 
MGM casino, and the water-
front commission is going to 
make a recommendation on 
waterfront governance, and I 
think those two things will be 
instructional for me in terms 
of how I continue my civic 
activities to support the busi-
ness community.”

®
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Happy Chinese New Year!
Welcome to the Year of the Fire Monkey!

The monkey is known for its quick wit, agility and uninhibited spirit. 
The Year of the Monkey is a time to shake things up a little. 
As the clever monkey 
springs from limb to 
limb with courage and 
confidence, he inspires 
us to take action with 
our lives, our relation- 
ships and our health!

Save 10% off Acupuncture with Dr. Joanie  
(Joanie Stewart, L.Ac.)

Now through March 17th, 2016
New patients welcome

Back to Health Center, 900 Prince St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314

Call 703-683-7771 or 941-685-3400
to schedule your appointment
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 As the weather takes yet another 
frigid turn, people want to hunker 
down and not venture out for lunch 
or dinner. But dining out is fun, fes-
tive and it saves meal preparation 
time at home.
 Many elect to order food in for 
those same reasons. There is no 
need to break the bank or resort to 
fast food to get good prices. A num-
ber of dining establishments are 
ready and waiting to deliver, or have 
freshly prepared food made to order 
and ready for pick-up if the order is 
called in ahead of time. Some of the 
best carry out or delivery food comes 
from two Mexican-style restaurants: 
Casa Felipe and Baja Fresh.
 Casa Felipe at 835 N. Royal St. is 
open every day for pick-up or deliv-
ery of tasty Mexican food by calling 
703-535-7868 or ordering online. 
It is just a few blocks off of North 
Washington Street and is a conve-
nient place to swing by on the way 

home from work, or have a meal de-
livered to your door at home.
 The extensive menu of Mexican 
favorites can be found at www.casa-
felipe.com. Be sure to order some-
thing with one of the much loved spe-
cial Casa Felipe sauces or “moles.” 
They are known for Mole Mexicano 
with pork or chicken or the Enchi-
lada Mole with chicken, pork, beef, 
shrimp or grilled vegetables. Patrons 
will instantly understand why the 
sauces get rave reviews.
 Serving Tex-Mex on Duke 
Street in the Alexandria Commons 
Shopping Center is Baja Fresh Mex-
ican Grill. As the name implies, the 
entire menu is extremely fresh and 
prepared to order for each patron. 
Nothing is ever frozen or cooked 
early for the day.
 Burrito bowls, taquitos, fire-
grilled chicken tortilla soup, tacos, 
quesadillas and more are prepared 
from the Baja Fresh menu. Din-

ers can call 703-823-2888 or go to 
www.bajafresh.com, check out the 
menu and order online. On a diet 
and counting calories? Check out 
the 600 calorie or less items listed 
on the menu. 
 In addition, Baja Fresh can cre-
ate really enormous take-out order 
party packs if one is considering 
entertaining for any size gathering, 
from five to 500 people. Simply 
place the order 24 hours in advance 
and Baja Fresh will have the order 
ready for pick up. Baja Fresh prides 
itself on the delectable, freshly 
prepared food and the attentive, 
friendly service.
 This winter, enjoy a delicious 
meal in the comfort and warmth of 
your cozy home without the hassle 
and effort of cooking and cleaning 
up by calling one of these delight-
ful restaurants and ordering terrifi-
cally fresh, delicious meals from 
one of these fine eateries.

Contact Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001 

 or sales@alextimes.com 

A special advertising feature 
of the Alexandria  TimesLet’s Eat

Warm up with Tex-Mex takeout and delivery

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Call for catering.

Enjoy music by Simonne 

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

Sunday – Wednesday evenings, dine-in only

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Your choice of 2 entrees and 1 bottle  
of red or white wine selected by the house

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Special Dinner
for Two $34

Open Christmas Day See how advertising in

Let’s Eat
can help your restaurant!

Promoting our unique lounge and 
dining experience in the Alexandria 
Times has allowed us to be promi-
nently placed in front of Old Town 
locals and visitors, especially bring-
ing in guests for the holidays.”
- Jessica Cosgriff, Director of Business Develop-

ment and Special Projects, Magnolia's on King

Elegant Southern Immersion Cuisine

RestauRant x LoungeunbeLievabLy good

HOURS Dining Room  Tu-Sa 6p–10:00p
 Bar x Lounge Tu-Th 6p–10:30p  Fr-Sat 6p–11:00p

MagnoLias’s on King, 703 King st, alexandria, va, 22314
(703) 838-9090 • www.magnoliasonking.com

Closed  
sunday & 
Monday

Bistrot Royal

reservations 703.519.9110  menu www.bistrotroyal.com

A new Parisian bistro  
serving classic French fare 

Created by Chefs Christophe and  
Michelle Poteaux of Bastille

~ Located in Bastille’s former home ~
1201 N. ROYAL STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

now at :  606 N. Fayette St. Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703.519.3776
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 Thomas Jefferson High 
School’s science bowl team 
secured its 15th straight spot 
in the finals of the National 
Science Bowl after winning 
the Virginia state competition 
earlier this month.
 The five-member team 
went undefeated through a se-
ries of round-robin morning 
matches and double-elimina-
tion matches in the afternoon 
on February 6. Langley High 
School of McLean finished 
second, Princess Ann High 
School in Virginia Beach 
came third, while Stuart High 

School in Falls Church 
took fourth. A total 
of 18 teams competed 
from across the com-
monwealth.
 The competition is 
sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Energy, 
and Jefferson enters the 
final having finished 
second in last year’s national 
competition. That second-
place finish meant the team 
won a five-day, fully guided 
adventure tour of several na-
tional parks.
 “The National Science 

Bowl continues to be one of 
the premier academic com-
petitions across the country, 
and prepares America’s stu-
dents for future successes in 
some of the world’s fastest 
growing fields in research 
and engineering,” said U.S. 

Energy Secretary Er-
nest Moniz in a state-
ment. “I am honored 
to congratulate all of 
the competitors who 
are advancing to the 
national finals, where 
they will continue to 
showcase their talents 
as top students in math 

and science.”
 The National Science 
Bowl brings together thou-
sands of middle and high 
school students from across 
the country to compete in 
a fast-paced question-and-

answer format quiz game, 
where they solve technical 
problems and answer ques-
tions on a range of science 
disciplines including biology, 
chemistry, Earth and space 
science, physics and math.
 The finals will be held in 
Washington, D.C. from April 28 
to May 2. The top 16 high school 
teams and the top 16 middle 
school teams in the national 
finals will win $1,000 for their 
schools’ science departments. 
Prizes for the top two high 
school teams will be announced 
at a later date.

 Two businesses along the 
Richmond Highway corri-
dor of U.S. Route 1 in Fairfax 
County were hit by armed rob-
beries within 15 minutes of 
each other on February 3, and 
police now are looking for two 
male suspects.
 The first robbery was re-
ported at the 7-Eleven at 8226 
Russell Road at 11:18 p.m. Po-
lice said two men entered the 
store; one displayed a handgun 
and demanded money while the 
other allegedly acted as a look-
out. An undisclosed amount of 
cash was handed over and there 

were no injuries, police said.
 The second robbery was re-
ported at the Denny’s Restau-
rant at 7214 Richmond Highway 
at 11:33 p.m. Two men entered 
the restaurant and one displayed 
a handgun, police said. One 
suspect took an undisclosed 
amount of cash from the busi-
ness and from customers, while 
the second suspect took addi-
tional cash from another area in 
the business, police said. There 
were no injuries.
 Police said in both cases, 
the suspects were described 
as being between 20 and 30 

years old. One was about 
5-feet-8 inches tall and around 
160 pounds, wearing a black 
hooded sweatshirt and a mask. 
The second suspect was about 
5-feet-6 inches tall and around 
150 pounds, wearing a green 
hooded sweatshirt and a mask.
 Anyone with information 
about this crime is asked to con-
tact Crime Solvers electronically 
by visiting www.fairfaxcrime-
solvers.org, by texting “TIP187” 
plus your message to 274637, by 
calling 1-866-411-8477, or by 
calling the Fairfax County Police 
Department at 703-691-2131.

NEWS FROM GREATER ALEXANDRIA | BY CHRIS TEALEOVER THE LINE  
Thomas Jefferson HS students secure finals spot in National Science Bowl

Police investigate two armed robberies in 
15 minutes along Richmond Highway

Suspect sought by police after 
burglary on Richmond Highway

 

SHOP LOCAL FIRST 
Find local businesses at 

www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org
703-360-6925

Monthly Networking 
Second Thursday Business Breakfast 

2nd Thursday of each month 
8:00 am to 9:30 am 

Belle Haven Country Club 

MOUNT VERNON-LEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
6821 Richmond Highway / Alexandria, VA  22306 

 Detectives at the Mount 
Vernon Police District of the 
Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment are investigating a com-
mercial burglary that occurred 
in the Central Super Mercado 
at 6222 Richmond Highway on 
December 31, 2015.
 At around 8:30 p.m., a man 
forced his way into the store, 

took merchandise and left, po-
lice said. Approximately two 
hours later, the man re-entered 
the store and took more items. 
Surveillance video captured 
images of the suspect.
 Police asked that anyone 
who recognizes the suspect 
contact Detective Melissa 
Wallace at 703-619-4308.
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
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Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ invitation to Cat lovers ~
You are invited to visit us at the Shelter to meet 

all of our wonderful pets-in-waiting.

 If you already have a cat, and are thinking of a 
buddy for it, we have cat-friendly pets who might 
be perfect for your home. If you’ve lost your cat, 
and are feeling ready to welcome a new one to 

your home, we may have just the right one 
to warm your heart.

tHe vola laWSoN aNiMal SHelter iS loCated
at 4101 eiSeNHoWer ave. pleaSe Call uS at

703-746-4774 or viSit alexandriaanimals.org

tHaNK You

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Former Titans football coaches (from left) Bill Yoast, Glenn Furman and Herman Boone share a laugh at 
the T.C. Williams athletic hall of fame induction February 12.

pionships of his own.
 Former T.C. football player 
and 2001 graduate Sgt. DeFor-
est “Dee” Talbert was honored 
posthumously, having been the 
first Alexandrian to die in the 
war in Iraq in 2004. Talbert’s 
family collected the award on 
his behalf, continuing a tradi-
tion of commemorating the 
West Virginia State University 
graduate’s life.
 Each year, members of his 
former regiment host a motorcy-
cle ride in his honor from West 
Virginia to T.C. Williams. They 
also raised money for Talbert’s 
son, DeAnte, to help fund his 
education. Talbert was 22 when 
the vehicle he was traveling in 
was struck by a roadside bomb.
 Michael Casey, John Kem-
per, Ratcliff Thomas and sib-
lings Clark and Kelly Mercer 
were the former athletes in-
ducted. All played a variety of 
sports at T.C. before going on to 
different careers.
 Kemper, a member of the 
class of 1964 at the former 
George Washington High 
School who went on to a career 

in engineering and construc-
tion, remembered how impor-
tant sports were to the commu-
nity when he was a teenager. 
He played football, basketball 
and baseball at the school.
 “Sports were the founda-
tion of the city,” Kemper said. 
“Back then, when we played 
football games, we drew 10,000 
or 12,000 people a game. Friday 
nights, the whole city of Alex-
andria went to football games. 

All that excitement around that, 
the buzz around the city was 
all around athletics and they’re 
great memories.”
 Another former basket-
ball player to be inducted was 
Casey, who went on to play pro-
fessionally in Venezuela after 
graduating from the University 
of Maryland-Eastern Shore. 
Casey, who has since returned 
to Alexandria, noted how im-
portant his time was at T.C., es-
pecially given his deep family 
ties to the city stretching back 
several generations.
 “Classes were great, the 
teachers pushed you and I made 
a lot of friends,” Casey said. 
“Sports was just an outlet, but 
education was the key, and if 
you came out of T.C. Williams 
and out of an Alexandria school, 
you could make it anywhere.”
 Clark Mercer was a goal-
keeper on the Titans soccer 
team and also competed in 
football and indoor track. De-
spite several individual honors, 
including district and regional 

SPORTS

Five athletes, ‘Remember 
the Titans’ coaches honored
BY CHRIS TEALE

 It was a night of celebration 
February 12 at T.C. Williams, 
as the school inducted more for-
mer athletes and coaches into its 
athletics hall of fame at a glitzy 
ceremony.
 Five former Titan athletes 
were formally installed, while 

school officials granted honor-
ary inductions to former foot-
ball coaches Herman Boone, 
Bill Yoast and Glenn Furman, 
who rose to prominence with 
the 1971 state championship-
winning team immortalized 
in the Walt Disney movie “Re-
member the Titans.” Furman 
went on to be head coach in 
1982, and won two state cham-

T.C. Williams inducts second athletic 
hall of fame class

SEE TITANS | 11

Back then, 
when we 

played football 
games, we drew 
10,000 or 12,000 
people a game. 
Friday nights, 
the whole city of 
Alexandria went 
to football games.”

 - John Kemper, T.C. 
Williams athletic hall of 

fame inductee
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player of the year and a stint 
as indoor track captain, he re-
members the time he spent with 
his teammates most of all.
 “It’s funny, I don’t neces-
sarily remember specific game 
scores or wins and losses,” he 
said. “I remember more than 
anything just the experience of 
bonding with teammates and 
playing soccer, such a team 
sport, and football as well. You 
work really hard, and those are 
both team sports, so I wouldn’t 
be here if we hadn’t done well 
and had really good coaches.”
 His older sister, Kelly, grad-
uated from T.C. in 1992 having 
won five state titles across her 
junior and senior years on the 
track. She went on to run for 
Georgetown University and is 
now an oncologist at the Univer-
sity of Virginia Hospital.Kelly 
Mercer said her time at T.C. 

taught her many life lessons.
 “I think honestly the track 
team is one of my strongest 
memories,” she said. “I ran 
pretty much year-round, I ran 
cross country, indoor and out-
door, and the friends I had and 
the coaches I had and those 
experiences have really stuck 
with me throughout my life and 
really taught me a lot about per-
severance, determination and 
hard work and loyalty. Those 
are things that I’ve tried to re-
member as I’ve gotten older.”
 After graduating from T.C., 
Thomas went on to play football 
at the University of Maryland and 
then professionally from 1998-
2001 for the Indianapolis Colts of 
the NFL. The former linebacker 
said his time as a Titan prepared 
him well for the competition of 
playing at the next levels.
 “We had so many talented 
teams and every day you had to 
come to practice and compete,” 

Thomas said. “If you didn’t, 
you’d definitely get embar-
rassed. That competitiveness in-
stilled a drive in me, and made it 
easier as I left T.C. Actually go-
ing to college, I was prepared to 
play because I competed against 
great guys every day.”
 Nominations to the hall of 
fame are garnered from the com-

munity, with the Alexandria City 
School Board’s hall of fame com-
mittee then deciding on which 
individuals are inducted. School 
board member Bill Campbell, 
who sits on the committee, said 
the institution is about far more 
than just athletic prowess.
 “With as large a school as 
we have and all the athletic pro-

grams, there have been some 
incredible athletes,” Campbell 
said. “But we’re really trying 
to emphasize the well-rounded 
person that T.C. develops not 
only in terms of athletics, but 
absolutely college contributions 
and then we really put a lot of 
emphasis on that contribution 
after college.”

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com
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 T.C. Williams announced 
last week that it appointed James 
Longerbeam as its new football 
coach, the Titans’ second in as 
many seasons. Longerbeam re-
places Marc Matthie, who was 
head coach for 2015.
 Longbeam arrives at T.C. 
from Bay High School in Pan-
ama City, Fla. He led the team 
to an 8-3 record last sea-
son and a Bay Coun-
ty championship, 
and was named 
2015 Panhan-
dle Coach of 
the Year. He 
arrives at a 
Titans program  
that went 2-8 last season.
 “T.C. has a long and impor-
tant history of athletic success 
and our football team is partic-
ularly important to us as it has 
helped to give T.C. its reputa-
tion,” said athletic director Steve 
Colantuoni in a statement. “We 
are very excited to welcome 
Coach Longerbeam and hope he 
will be very happy with us. We 
wish him every success.”

 At Bay High School, Lon-
gerbeam was the third coach 
in four years and the team 
had not had a winning sea-
son since 2004. Prior to Bay, 
he coached at Loris High 
School in Loris, S.C., which 
had not had a winning season 
in more than a decade. By his 

fourth season, they 
had back-to-back 
winning seasons, 
made the playoffs 
and were district 

runners-up.
 “My coaching phi-

losophy is building the 
program from the bottom 

up,” said Longerbeam in a 
statement. “I believe in estab-
lishing relationships with local 
leagues, middle school feeder 
programs as well as at the high 
school level. My firm belief 
is that players have to work 
constantly to get bigger, faster 
and stronger. However, while I 
want our students to succeed 
out on the field, they have to 
be students first.”

- Chris Teale

T.C. Williams announces new 
football coach
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• Charming, 3br/2ba, semi-detached Victorian w/ 1,424 sqft of living space

• Updated open kitchen w/ stainless steel appliances & new granite

• Recessed lighting, high ceilings, hardwood floors, crown molding & built-ins

• Mud room leads to fenced brick patio w/ 2 off street parking!!

Offered by Martine & alexander irMer 703.346.7283
Martine@lnf.cOM

703.403.2465
ai@lnf.cOM

400 KING ST.  
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
703-683-0400

403 N West str eet, Alex A Ndr i A, VA 22314

Offered at $749,900

• Under contract in 2 days!!

•  Semi-detached 3br/2.5ba TH w/ over  
 1600 sqft of living space

• Updated open kitchen and baths

• Wide floorplan w/ hardwoods throughout

• Lower level walk-out

•  2 off street parking!!

401 N fayette St - $629,900

BY ABIGAIL JURK
 Everyone is waiting for 
spring to come, but with Mon-
day’s snow, it seems like we will 
have to wait a little bit longer. As 
we wait for winter to end, there 
are a many places to go to stay 
inside and keep warm.

WHAT’S NEW
 Old Town welcomed a 
new addition this month. 
Hank’s Pasta Bar, affiliated 
with the Old Town favorite 
Hank’s Oyster Bar, opened 
its doors February 3.
 Owner Jamie Leeds and 
chef Nicolas Flores have 
combined classic Italian f la-
vors with a modern ambience. 
The new restaurant offers 15 
types of pasta, in addition to 
a full dinner menu. All pastas 
are handmade from scratch. 
Gnocchi, ravioli and spaghet-
ti are just a few of the many 
options available.

 Leeds recommends the 
linguini with white clam 
sauce. The restaurant also fea-
tures Italian favorites, such as 
risotto, meatballs and cheese 
plates. For those looking for a 
heavier fare, fresh fish, steaks 
and lamb chops are available.
 Dinner prices range from 

$16 to $32. Diners can enjoy a 
craft cocktail with their meal, 
or one of the more than 50 
bottles of wine Hank’s has to 
offer. In addition to the regu-
lar menu, Hank’s will also of-
fer Aperitivo Hour from 4 to 7 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 
which will feature discounts 
on snacks and drinks.
 The restaurant and lounge 
are welcoming, with floor-to-
ceiling reclaimed barn doors 
and a marble-topped bar. This 
makes for a casual but classy 
ambiance both for dinner and 
to hang out with friends for a 
cocktail. 
 Restaurant officials said 
Hank’s plans to add outdoor 
seating when the weather 
thaws. Hank’s Pasta Bar is lo-
cated at 600 Montgomery St. 
and is open daily beginning at 
4 p.m. The restaurant plans to 
add lunch and brunch service 
to its repertoire soon.

WHAT’S THE 
DEAL
 If you’re looking 
for somewhere to go 
to have a drink and 
a bite with friends 
after work, or if 
you just want a new 
happy hour option, 
consider The Over-
wood at 220 N. Lee 
St. The Overwood 
offers happy hour 
from 3 to 7 p.m. on 
weekdays.
 During this time, 
The Overwood fea-
tures select wines 
for $1 off list prices, 
in addition to $3 
beers on draft and 
a selection of $5 ap-
petizers, including 
oysters, brisket sliders, hot 
dogs and more. The Over-
wood has a comfortable and 
warm feel and is only a few 

blocks from King Street, 
making it an easy journey 
if you are in the North Old 
Town neighborhood.

WORD ON THE STREET
DEALS, DRINKS AND FUN ACROSS ALEXANDRIA
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BY CHRIS TEALE 

     n the past, wedding photog-
raphy was relatively straight-

forward. On the day itself, the 
married couple would assemble for 

a series of photographs with the wed-
ding party, the film would be sent away 

to be developed and then return later on in 
a physical album to be saved for posterity.

     But in recent years, the role of the wed-
ding photographer has evolved so that they 
do not just take formal photos, but are often 
asked to take more candid shots during the 
celebration, often of more than just the wed-
ded couple. These are now more than just 
capturing the happy couple and their guests, 
but about capturing moments during the day 
that depict the joyous occasion.
 Meanwhile, guests become photographers 
in their own right thanks to the proliferation of 
smartphones with powerful cameras, social me-
dia and selfie sticks, which add a whole new di-
mension to the wedding experience.
  

2016

Dream
WeddingGive Away – $18k Plus in prizes

February 21, 2016 • 11AM – 4PM

The Area’s Largest
Bridal Show

Fashion
Show

Meet the area’s
best wedding  
professionals

Discounts for the  
Bride available 

www.bigdaybridalshow.comEXIT 130B  •  I -95

Cash Smash 

Contest –

win wedding 

bands

Admission:  $12 At Door
                      $10 Online 

6th Annual
The perfe

ct spot

   fo
r your w

edding,

     
 rehearsal dinner,

      
     b

rid
emaids’ lu

nch

      
      

      
or b

runch

1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-9227 • www/indigolanding.com

Snap happy:

Wedding photography no longer
just for one photographer

           The Alexandria Times 

SEE BRIDAL | 14

We couldn’t do it without the help of some of our finest area retailers, who can make your special day extra special.

Welcome! We’re here to help you design your 2016 wedding day to be special and enjoyable. 
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Private rooms for your 

Bridal Shower, Rehearsal  

Dinner or Wedding Party!

218 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA  
703-683-1007 

www.labergerie.com
Providing Memorable Dining Experiences  

for over 35 years.

Striking Bouquets
& Exquisite Designs

We create your vision!

703-299-9000
www.conklyns.com

Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise in the Alexandria Times.      Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise in the Alexandria Times.
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Even as photography started to 
grow in importance in the late 19th 
century, it was only in the 1880s 
when having a photographer at a 
wedding to produce an album of pho-
tographs began to be more common. 
The equipment was very bulky and 
pictures were hard to light effective-
ly, so until that point a couple might 
pose for a photo before or after their 
ceremony as opposed to during.
 But as the technology improved, a 
wedding photographer became more 
common, and it gradually became the 

norm to include photographs of other 
guests and even sometimes the gifts 
they had brought the married couple.
 After World War II, the idea of 
capturing the whole event of a wed-
ding started to take hold, brought on in 
part by the so-called “wedding boom” 
that took place at the end of hostilities. 
Cameras were far more portable at this 
point with a compact flashbulb, so pho-
tographers could be far more creative 
and not be tied down by bulky gear.
 In the 1970s, things changed again 
thanks in part to the rise in dispos-
able and instant cameras and of video 

             The Alexandria Times Bridal Directory

Amidst the 
natural historic elegance of

121 N. FairFax Street, 
alexaNdria. 703.549.2997 
www.carlylehouSe.org.

Host your 
ceremony or 

reception 

Host your 
ceremony or 

reception          Carlyle House 
         gardens

Alfred Angelo 6699 Frontier Dr, Springfield, VA 703.924.2824  
Alfred Angelo 6643 Ritchie Highway, Glen Burnie, MD 410.766.6461

Look for other fine retailers nearest you on alfredangelo.com

This gorgeous 
gown made 
especially for you.  
Style# 2572 
MSRP: $1,699



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    FEBRUARY 18, 2016 | 15 

recorders that allowed the whole event 
to be documented with relative ease. 
Guests could thus take their own photos 
over the course of the entire event, and 
while the official photographer would 
still be present, there was a definite 
shift away from relying on one person.
 Perhaps the evolution of smart-
phones and their widespread use is 
a natural extension of the disposable 
cameras that were found on tables at 
the wedding reception, except now 
guests do not have to wait to have film 
developed. The widespread use of such 
technology for photography and other 

parts of the wedding day have led some 
couples to have an unplugged wedding, 
where everyone is instructed to leave 
their electronic gadgets behind and 
simply enjoy each other’s company.
 Today, the traditional approach to 
wedding photos is still prevalent, while 
a more photojournalistic approach is in 
widespread use too. Often, photogra-
phers use a hybrid approach between 
those two, reflecting a desire by many 
couples to have a traditional aspect, 
but keep a more modern feel.

Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise in the Alexandria Times.      Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise in the Alexandria Times.
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Sophia Tolli
February 19 – 21, 2016

240.493.4502
153 Potomac Passage, National Harbor, MD 

www.houseofjonleiatelier.com
info@houseofjonleiatelier.com

Trunk Show
 ***  APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED FOR  ALL APPOINTMENTS.

Montage and Ivonne D
February 26 – 28, 2016

House of

JonLei Atelier

Call today for a tasting with one of our Bridal Consultants

703-578-4144
www.alexandriapastry.com Follow Us

All of the Alexandria Pastry Shop’s cakes, pastries and 
confections are made from scratch, with the finest and freshest 
ingredients available. We use only sweet butter and fresh cream 
from Shenandoah Valley creameries, farm fresh eggs, the finest 
chocolate from Belgium and France and fresh fruit.

Voted Best of Wedding Cakes
   BY Washington Bride & Groom
                                                        And The Knot

The Gold Standard in Wedding Cakes

For Over

25 Years

Making Washington Area Brides 
Dreams Come True

Belle View Shopping Center, 
1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Enjoy our party platters

SEE BRIDAL | 16
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 In the photojournalistic approach, the 
guests become almost as important as 
the marrying couple, as they are snapped 
sipping champagne, laughing at a toast or 
tucking in to wedding cake. These candid 
moments are captured with the photogra-
pher blending seamlessly into the back-
ground of the occasion.
 Beyond that, there is plenty of room 
for customization. At some wedding 
receptions, guests might be invited to 
delve into a box filled with props like 
false moustaches, oversized glasses 
and Venetian-style face masks, all for 
posing in whacky photos in a portable 
photo booth. With the growth of time-
lapse photography, guests can show 
their personalities even more by play-
ing to the camera and seeing multiple 
photos taken in a sequence.
 Meanwhile, more offbeat weddings 
are celebrated as ceremonies, receptions 

and all other facets of the celebration 
become highly personalized. And while 
eloping isn’t exactly a new phenomenon, 
having a photographer on hand to docu-
ment the moment is becoming more 
prevalent.
 And it is not only the wedding day 
itself that plays host to professional 

photography. More and more, couples 
are having engagement photos taken, 
celebrating the fact that they are soon 
to be married.
 With the continued growth of smart-
phones, social media and accompany-
ing technology, the days of one collec-
tion of photographs from a wedding 

may well be over. Now, guests have the 
freedom to document the event as they 
see fit without being reliant on a profes-
sional to capture every single moment.
 And while unplugged weddings 
may continue to be popular among 
those who wish to eschew technology, 
things will never be the same again.

The  Alexandria Times                                2016 Bridal Directory

For additional 

information

visit Rental & 

Private Events at 

www.historic 
alexandria.org

or call  

703-746-4705/4554

M AKE YOUR SPECIAL DAY HISTOR IC
at the

 Lloyd House

Contact 703-739-0001 or sales@alextimes.com to advertise in the Alexandria Times.      

 Enjoy           your
BRIDAL       DRESS
Experience 

Be Captivating Bride

We help Brides 
with Unique 
and Original
selections ~ 
always Elegant 
and Beautiful.

•
Allure Bridal  

Romance Collection
•

Ella Rosa
•

Kenneth Winston
•

Luna Novias
•

Madison James
•

Mori Lee Bridal
•

Casablanca
•

8804 Pear Tree Village Court, Ste AB, Alexandria. VA 22309

www.annasbridalspot.com  703 360 4272

Why miss even the smallest sound 
on your family’s special day?

Cosmetic Hearing Solutions
424 South Washington St Alexandria, VA 22314
1-571-312-7345 • www.cosmetichearingsolutions.com
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Bright Horizons at Old Town Alexandria
411 John Carlyle Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

703-519-1840  www.brighthorizons.com/alexandriatimes 

10:15 a.m. - Ribbon cutting ceremony with 
the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce & 
Carlyle Council

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Musical
performance from FUNdamentals

Children’s activities, face painting,
refreshments, raffle prizes, and more!

© 2015 Bright Horizons Family Solutions LLC

 Bright Horizons at Old Town Alexandria is a new early education and preschool 
center, serving children 6 weeks to 5 years old. Join us on Saturday, February 27, 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., for our Grand Opening Celebration!

BRIGHT HORIZONS: WHERE ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE BEGINS

Fuddruckers burger restaurant to have new tenant
Neighboring Fresenius 
Medical Care to expand into 
former Duke Street space
BY CHRIS TEALE 

 The long-vacant building 
at 4141 Duke St. will go from 
providing burgers and fries to 
potentially life-saving medi-
cal care.
 Fresenius Medical Care will 
absorb the neighboring former 
Fuddruckers restaurant space 
on the West End after earning 
city council’s unanimous ap-
proval on January 30. The med-
ical clinic specializes in kidney 
dialysis and has operated in the 
city since 1973, moving to its 
current location in 1991.
 The expansion will give 
Fresenius an extra 7,338 square 
feet, allowing it to treat an es-
timated 200 patients a week in 
a total space of 19,630 square 
feet, according to a report filed 
by city staff.
 Since its closure in 2012, 
the former eatery has sat emp-
ty, albeit with its signage still 
visible and advertising other 
locations. Fuddruckers is a 
franchised chain that special-
izes in hamburgers. According 
to its website, it has more than 
180 locations in the United 
States and internationally, in-
cluding in Canada, the Domin-
ican Republic, Italy, Mexico 
and Poland.
 But residents in the nearby 
Seminary Hill and Strawberry 
Hill neighborhoods protested 
the loss of restaurant space in 
the area. At an earlier hearing 
on the project, resident Peter 
Glock noted the space is zoned 
Commercial/Community, not 
for medical use. Fresenius op-
erates as a non-complying use 
on the property.
 “It seems to me to set a 
dangerous precedent in the 
city, that if you could hold off 
on getting a tenant for a couple 
of years, you could effectively 
rezone,” Glock said at the plan-
ning commission’s January 5 
public hearing. Glock argued 
allowing the expansion would 
“fundamentally change the 

commercial options in our 
neighborhood.”
 Glock accused property 
owners Greentree Partners 
LLC of failing to advertise 
the vacancy effectively, given 
that Fuddruckers signage re-
mains visible on the highly-

trafficked Duke Street.
 “There is no ‘Now Leasing’ 
sign or ‘Space Available’ sign 
or phone number on the build-
ing,” he said. “The Fuddruckers 
sign has remained up for the past 
two, two-and-a-half years indi-
cating other locations to go to 
a Fuddruckers. There has never 
been a ‘Now for Lease’ [mes-
sage] or a phone number for an 

available space there.”
 Alex Dambach, division 
chief in the department of plan-
ning and zoning, said while he 
did not know the details of the 
property owner’s marketing 
strategy, he knew it was being 
promoted to potential tenants.
 At city council’s public hear-
ing, City Councilor Del Pepper 
said while she understood the 

desire for a restaurant, the 
property owner could not 

leave it vacant forever.
 “I’d love to have a 
restaurant there myself, 
but that doesn’t look 

like that’s going to be 
happening,” she said. “It’s 

not cheap to have a property 
like that just sitting there; that 
is why I made the motion for 
approval. I understand why 
neighbors might feel that they 
want a restaurant, but it’s a 
huge area.”
 Pepper and City Councilor 
John Chapman both spoke 
of their desire to improve the 
building’s frontage on Duke 
Street, and Chapman also fa-
vored utilizing the property’s 
114 parking spaces in partner-
ship with other businesses.
 Ann Horowitz, a planner 
in the department of plan-
ning and zoning, said the ap-
plicant agreed to examine the 
landscaping, while Fresenius’ 
director of operations for the 
location, Debbie Simmons, 

PHOTOS/CHRIS TEALE 
The Fuddruckers restaurant location at 4141 Duke St. has stood empty since 2012, but is set 
for a new tenant as neighboring Fresenius Medical Care’s application to expand into the property 
was unanimously approved by city council. The restaurant’s sign still advertises nearby locations 
of the burger chain.

I’d love 
to have a 

restaurant there 
myself, but that 
doesn’t look like 
that’s going to 
be happening. 
It’s not cheap to 
have a property 
like that just 
sitting there; 
that is why I 
made the motion 
for approval. 
I understand 
why neighbors 
might feel that 
they want a 
restaurant, but 
it’s a huge area.”
 - City Councilor Del Pepper 

SEE FRESENIUS | 21
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SCENE AROUND TOWN

the beast with furry platform 
hooves and a feathery confec-
tion of donkey ears, and Twy-
ford plays it to the hilt with 
her comedic timing and buck-
toothed braying.
 Scenic designer Paige Hath-
away puts the performers on a 
simple stage of treehouses and 
platforms lit by fairy lights and 
a cut-out crescent moon, while 
choreographer Erika Chong 
Shuch softens the falls and 

fight scenes with a cluster of 
large blue pillows, throwing in 
a pas de deux by tango between 
Hermia and Lysander and a 
conga line for the lovers. Origi-
nal music by Andre Pluess has 
Lysander serenading Hermia 
on ukulele.
 There is some nifty scene 
stealing by the Jamaican-ac-
cented and ‘voguing’ skills of 
Monique Robinson as Snout 
and the hilarious whispery de-

livery of the ingenue schoolgirl 
Megan Graves as both Snug 
and Philostrate, but look for 
Weaver and Twyford to domi-
nate this brilliant all-star cast.

Through March 6 at the Folger 
Theatre at the Folger Shake-

speare Library, 201 E. Capitol 
St., SE, Washington, D.C. 

20003. For tickets and infor-
mation call 202-544-7077 or 
visit www.folger.edu/theatre.

An excellent take on the 
classic play springs to life  
at Folger Theatre
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

 Aaron Posner’s brilliantly 
funny take on “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,” now play-
ing at the Folger Theatre, is a 
delightfully frothy romp into 
Shakespeare’s dreamscape of 
sprites and lovers. His imagina-
tive interpretation is filled with 
hilarious surprises, beginning 
with the indelibly adorable Erin 
Weaver as Puck, who sets the 
tone for the high jinks to follow.
 In this telling of the dream 
excursion, Puck and her devi-
ous cohorts take us down a gar-
den path speckled with modern 
technology, the occasional rap 
lyric, music looping by Puck’s 
forest calls and a vintage mi-
crophone for announcing the 
action.
 But all is not shape-shifted 
into the modern age. There is 
still the play-within-a-play of 
Pyramus and Thisbe put on by 
Peter Quince (Richard Ruiz), 
a bumbling impresario and his 
eclectic band of schoolgirls in 
uniforms and headphones to 
entertain the royal couple. 

 Also still in the play is  
Hippolyta as an African queen, 
played by Caroline Stephanie 
Clay, who doubles as Titania. 
Hippolyta’s husband, Theseus, 
joins her in a slick tan suit as 
the Duke of Athens, played by 
Eric Hissom, doing double duty 
in the role of the fairy king, 
Oberon. Reality as fantasy in a 
switcheroo delivers all the hi-
larity The Bard intended. 
 To bring you up to speed, 
Hermia (Betsy Mugavero) 
and Lysander (Adam Wesley 
Brown) are madly in love, while 
Helena (Kim Wong) pines for 
Demetrius (Desmond Bing), 
who spurns her amorous atten-
tions. When Oberon and Puck 
get up to magic and mischief 
by drugging the lovers with a 
love potion concocted of flower 
juice, here delivered by an eye-
dropper, all hell ensues as the 
four confuse their intendeds 
with the others’ lovers and the 
lusty Titania snuggles up with 
Bottom.
 Holly Twyford plays Bot-
tom, whom Puck turns into an 
ass adored by the love drug-
smitten Titania. Costume de-
signer Devon Painter interprets 

‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ in winter

PHOTOS/TERESA WOOD
The Folger Theatre’s production of Shakespeare’s classic “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream” is an excellent portrayal of a romp through time 
and ephemeral space. Puck (Erin Weaver) and Oberon (Eric Hissom, 
top right) stand out, as do the more modernly dressed players in the 
play within a play (bottom right).
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The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged) 2/27 - 3/19

Experience all of Shakespeare’s 37 

plays in 97 minutes! Join us for an 

irreverent, fast-paced romp through 

the Bard’s many plays 

in The Complete Works 

of William Shakespeare 

(Abridged) — the longest-

running comedy ever in 

London’s West End!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our box office 
or online!

Coming soon

February 20

ILLUSTRATED LECTURE: 
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL USE 
OF METAL DETECTORS Mark 
Michael Ludlow, Ph.D. student at 
the School of Archaeology, History 
and Anthropology at the University 
of Wales and AMDA certified metal 
detectorist, attempts to de-mystify the 
technology and machinery involved in 
metal detecting and demonstrate the 
effectiveness of using hobbyist metal 
detectorists in archaeological projects.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4399 or 
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org

CURATOR’S TOUR: JOHN 
CARLYLE AND SLAVERY Join a 
specialized tour discussing the lives 
of the enslaved individuals who lived 
and worked at Carlyle House. The 
tour will be led by the curator of edu-
cation and will last about an hour. 
Tickets for the general public are $10 
and $5 for Friends of Carlyle House.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-5449-2997 or 
carlyle@nvrpa.org

February 26

FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the 
whole family to Family Fun Nights for 
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool 
games include beach ball relays, wa-
ter basketball, diving for prizes and 
fun on the “Aqua Challenge” floating 
obstacle course. Participate in swim-
ming skill assessments for youth, 
learn pool safety tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Rec-
reation Center & Aquatics Facility, 
3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or 
ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov

February 27

CIVIL WAR RECRUITING DAY 
Members of the 3rd U.S. Regular In-
fantry, Co. K, will introduce visitors to 
the clothing, equipment and variety 
of military and civilian interpretive 
roles that encompass the field of 
Civil War living history.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-

toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or 
www.fortward.org

GEORGE WASHINGTON SYM-
POSIUM An annual event held on 
George Washington’s birthday to 
provide the public with enlightening 
contemporary research on his life. 
This year’s theme is “From Relics 
to Repositories: Preserving George 
Washington’s Legacy Yesterday 
and Today.” Speakers include Carol 
Borchert Cadou, Martha Custis Peter 
and Timothy K. Winkle.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
National Masonic Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive
Information: www.washington-
birthday.net

ANNUAL BIRTHDAY GALA A 
black tie celebration of George Wash-
ington’s birthday, starting with a 
reception and followed by entertain-
ment in the Memorial Theater before 
a banquet at 7:30 p.m. Tickets cost 
$125, reservations required.
Time: 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
National Masonic Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive
Information: www.washington-
birthday.net

February 28

WONDERS OF SCIENCE Visit 
the apothecary and discover curi-
ous objects, from poison bottles to 
dragon’s blood, and find out how they 
were used and if they worked. During 
these hour-long tours, Project En-
lightenment, McLean High School’s 
historical-reenactment society, will 
conduct 18th century scientific 
demonstrations which are certain 
to expand visitors’ knowledge about 
science in the 1700s. Tickets cost 
$6 per person.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852

March 4

HISTORIC BEER DINNER 
Join a culinary adventure with 
period-inspired food and beverage! 
Partnered with Yards Brewery and 
Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant, enjoy 
a four course dinner that will be fun, 
educational and delectable. Tickets 
cost $85 per person.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

March 5

DOCENT-LED TOUR OF 
FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
MUSEUM Come for an in-depth 
guided tour of the Friendship Fire-
house Museum and learn about the 
company’s firefighting procedures 
and equipment, as well as the differ-
ent roles the organization played in 
serving the community.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon

Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

LEARN HOW TO USE MEDIA-
TION TO RESOLVE CONFLICT 
The Alexandria Library and the North-
ern Virginia Mediation Service will co-
sponsor a panel of trained mediators 
to explore conflict resolution through 
mediation. Admission is free.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1728 or 
www.alexandria.lib.va.us

March 6

WOMEN’S HISTORY TOUR In 
honor of Women’s History Month, 
tours of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
will highlight the many roles women 
played in tavern life — from owners 
to enslaved workers and overnight 
guests to event participants.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

WINTER WARMER LADIES 
TEA Choose from a variety of 18th-
century desserts while you sip John 
Gadsby’s special blend of tea or take 
a cup of American Heritage Choco-
late. Historic guest Rebecca Ramsey 
Reese will catch you up on the latest 
Alexandria news during the tea. 
Admission costs $35 per person.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.
gov

March 11

FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the 
whole family to Family Fun Nights for 
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool 
games include beach ball relays, wa-
ter basketball, diving for prizes and 
fun on the “Aqua Challenge” floating 
obstacle course. Participate in swim-
ming skill assessments for youth, 
learn pool safety tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Rec-
reation Center & Aquatics Facility, 
3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or 
ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov

March 11-April 10

ALEXANDRIA CITY HIGH 
SCHOOL ART EXHIBIT Con-
vergence presents a joint art effort 
between Bishop Ireton, Episcopal, 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes and T.C. 
Williams high school. In an effort to 
recognize and encourage the cre-
ative pursuits of visual art students 
from across the city, art teachers 
from each of the four schools have 
collaborated in what they hope will 
be an annual event.
Time: Fridays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: The Gallery @ Conver-
gence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-998-6260

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com 

David and Alice Rubenstein  
are the Presenting Underwriters of the NSO.

Bank of America is the Presenting Sponsor  
of Performances for Young Audiences.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!  KENNEDY-CENTER.ORG  (202) 467-4600
Tickets also available at the Box Office.

FEBRUARY 28 AT 2 & 4 P.M. | CONCERT HALL

Macy's and Washington Gas are the  
proud sponsors of the NSO Family Concerts.

What would the classics sound like with a hip-hop beat? Join the NSO with 
Grammy®-nominated beatboxer and multi-instrumentalist Christylez Bacon and 

electric cellist/composer Wytold for a crash course in the fundamentals of remixing!

AGE

5+

‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ in winter
March 12

GENERATION TO GENERATION 
GALA Senior Services of Alexandria 
hosts its annual Generation to Genera-
tion Gala. Two local families will be 
honored for their work with seniors, 
and SSA will present its first ever 
Service Award.
Time: 6 to 11 p.m.
Location: Hilton Alexandria Mark 
Center, 5000 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414 or 
www.seniorservicesalex.org

March 19
BEST BIB AND TUCKER 
MARDI GRAS BALL Doc Scantlin 
and Chou Chou return for the Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum Society’s second 
annual Best Bib and Tucker Mardi Gras 

Ball. The event includes dancing, food 
and an auction to benefit the museum.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern-
museum.us

March 20
PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON The date 
is March 20, 1816. Join President 
James Madison, as presented by 
John Douglas Hall, at Gadsby’s Tav-
ern Museum for this ongoing series 
of presidential salons for discussion 
of the topics of the day.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or 
www.gadsbystavern.org
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At Home
New home, new landscape:

Where do you start?
BY MARTY ROSS

 If you’ve recently moved 
into a new home, the world out-
side your windows is waiting. 
It’s time to tackle the garden.
 Turning a piece of property 
into a garden that reflects your 
style and meets your needs is 
quite a project, whether your 
home is a brand-new place on an 
empty lot or an established home 
with a patchwork of landscaping 
going back through a succession 
of previous owners. Either way, 
the possibilities are unlimited. 
The first step is to give yourself 
permission to dream a little.
 “Look at your property and 
ask yourself what your long-

term goals are,” says Cheri 
Marie Stringer, a landscape 
designer and owner of TLC 
Gardens in Longmont, Colora-
do. General goals are fine, she 
says. You might want a lawn 
for the kids to play on or a patio 
for entertaining. That’s a good 
start. But perhaps you’re also 
thinking of a sheltered place 
to sit outside, a small vegetable 
garden or a flower garden that 
welcomes you home when you 
pull into the driveway.
 Stringer most often works 
with clients who want to reno-
vate an existing landscape. 
“When I meet with them, 
they’re trying to work around 

what’s there instead of imagin-
ing how it could be completely 
different,” she says. “They can’t 
see what it could be.”
 On an empty lot around a 
new home, there are no distrac-
tions, so it may seem easier to 
imagine your new garden, but 
the process is the same, String-
er says. Figuring out what you 
want comes first. She guides 
her clients from an initial list 
of goals to a list of priorities; 
the two won’t always coincide. 
Then, working with both lists, 
she helps clients envision de-
veloping their garden one step 
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HOME OF THE WEEK

 This home in the uptown 
part of the city offers glimpses 
of country living with its dou-
ble lot.
 The gated entry and tall 
fencing give privacy to the large 
brick patio, perfect for grilling. 
Mature plantings abound. The 
storage shed abuts parking in 
the rear for two or more cars. A 
short walk to either of two met-
ros may be your preference. Or 
take the free trolley to the wa-
terfront, though cafes, shops, 
hotels and restaurants are a few 
blocks away. Nearby biking 
trails are an additional benefit.
 Inside, the custom-designed 
kitchen from the mid-20th 
century offers an island with 
double sink, numerous wooden 
cabinets and table space. The 

southern exposure gives natu-
ral light to the spacious dining 
room and comfortable living 
room with a wood-burning 
fireplace. Upstairs, one will 
find the laundry, three bed-
rooms and two bathrooms.
 And on the third level, there 

are two more bedrooms and an-
other bathroom. For additional 
storage, the well-lit basement 
also has a cellar entry. And 
lest it be forgotten, a historical 
plaque adds to the uniqueness 
of this home, dating from the 
early 19th century.

At a Glance:
Location: 115 N. Payne St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314
Price: $1,297,500

Lot size: 3,680 square feet
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3 with ceramic tile
Parking: 2 off-street

Contact: Judy Miller,
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
PenFed Realty, 
703-408-0552 (m), 703-836-1464 (o)

An urban oasis in uptown Alexandria

PHOTOS/JUDY MILLER 
Character and charm abide so close to Metro within Alexandria’s 
urban ambiance. An extensive garden (left) awaits you behind this 
beautiful house.

You don’t have to try to do the whole property at once. Landscape ar-
chitect Sally Wittkofski designed this garden walk and small fountain 
for a traditional brick home in Richmond, Va. It’s only a part of the 
garden. The walk is lined with boxwoods, and the view is framed by 
tall crape myrtle trees. Hydrangeas are planted behind the fountain. 
It’s a simple design, executed with confidence.
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special use permits] and 
SUPs could come back next 
year after they got this first 
piece?” Smedberg said.
 Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
echoed that concern, despite 
efforts by lawmakers to make 
the legislation more palatable 
for localities.
 “It’s pretty frustrating,” 
Wilson said. “While I ap-
preciate the effort to make 
this less painful than it could 
be, we do land use, not the 
General Assembly. I think 
this sets a really, really bad 
precedent, and if folks down 
there in Richmond want to 
do land use, they can run to 
be on their City Council or 
board of supervisors.
 “As was noted, this is 
probably a step to something 
else in the future. I know 
when we talk to residents, we 
never hear that we need less 
authority over land use in the 
city.”
 Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) 
said he voted against the 
measure primarily because 
of its effect on Fairfax Coun-
ty, but agreed that it could 
mean Alexandria and other 
similar cities could have a 
similar fight on their hands 
in future years.
 “What is clear is that 
Fairfax would be hurt, be-
cause it’s just taking away 

local control of a negotiating 
tool, and I remain concerned 
about the taking away of lo-
cal governments negotiating 
tools with developers,” Ebbin 
said. “I am sympathetic to the 
developers when they talk 
about what it’s cost them in 
Prince William and Loudoun 
counties, but I am also sym-
pathetic and concerned about 
my localities.”

at a time.
 Working with a garden-de-
sign professional helps even if 
you’re an experienced gardener. 
It’s less about digging holes and 
planting things here and there, 
and more about coming up with 
a coherent plan for a beautiful 
and inviting garden. Sally Witt-
kofski, a landscape architect 
and owner of SWW Landscape 
Design in Richmond, Virginia, 
goes through the same process 
with her clients in the rolling 
terrain and relatively mild cli-
mate of the mid-Atlantic area 
that Stringer does in the Rocky 
Mountains and high plains of 
the West. “Don’t be afraid to 
start,” she tells them. “Starting 
is the hard part.”
 Wittkofski suggests shop-
ping for ideas in the pages of 
magazines and on websites 
such as Pinterest or Houzz. 
When something appeals to 
you, she says, “ask yourself 
why you like it, what draws 
you to it?”
 Working with a designer 
will help you develop your own 
style, so it is important to try 
to find the right professional, 
and to be willing to listen to the 
voice of experience. You could 
order a pallet of rocks from the 
local stone yard and lay a patio 
yourself in one weekend, but 
having a conversation with a 
designer before you start will 
help you make some crucial de-
cisions about the location and 
shape and size of the patio, and 
about whether stone or bricks or 

pavers are the right choice for 
your site and your needs. Af-
ter talking with a designer, you 
may decide to hire them and 
their crew to build the patio, or 
they may give you the encour-
agement you need to do it your-
self, with the assurance that the 
results will be satisfying.
 Professionals are familiar 
with local codes and covenants. 
Designers or their contractors 
can help you address drainage 
issues and can level uneven 
ground where necessary. They 
are also adept at looking at the 
overall picture of your property 
and helping you decide where 
you can save and where you 
should splurge.

 Whether you do all the work 
on your own or collaborate 
with a professional, dividing 
the project into phases helps 
make it more approachable and 
more affordable. If your budget 
is generous, you may only have 
a couple of major phases, the 
front yard and the backyard, 
for example. To spread the 
work and the expense out, you 
could divide your garden plans 
into eight phases, based on 
your list of priorities. This year, 
you can put in a patio, or build 
some raised beds for a vegeta-
ble garden and plant a couple of 
trees. You’ll find yourself, and 
your garden, making satisfying 
progress as time goes on.
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PHOTO/DAVID WINGER PHOTOGRAPHY/TLC GARDENS

This is a “before” picture. Landscape designer Cheri Stringer de-
signed this garden in Colorado, working with her clients to develop 
a list of goals and priorities. “People always wonder, ‘How do I tackle 
this? It seems so huge,’” she says. The answer is: Take it in steps.

PHOTO/DAVID WINGER PHOTOGRAPHY/TLC GARDENS

This is an “after” picture. The clients wanted a modern landscape 
to match the style of their home, and they wanted the design to flow 
gracefully from one area to the next. Stringer chose plants for their 
hardiness and drought resistance, but she didn’t compromise on 
style. A great garden design will set your new home apart.

It’s pretty 
frustrating. 

While I appreciate 
the effort to make 
this less painful 
than it could be, 
we do land use, 
not the General 
Assembly. I 
think this sets a 
really, really bad 
precedent, and if 
folks down there 
in Richmond 
want to do land 
use, they can run 
to be on their city 
council or board 
of supervisors.”
 - Vice Mayor Justin Wilson

said different parking options 
could be explored.
 “We don’t use a lot of the 
parking spaces we have now, 
because a lot of our patients 
are transported,” she said. 
“Not too many dialysis pa-
tients drive, so a lot of them 
use medical transport.”
 In their deliberations, plan-
ning commissioners asked if 
the area will be discussed as 
part of a master plan process in 
the near future, given the lack 
of zoning cogency in the area.
 “This particular section of 
Duke Street has, in my judge-
ment, about all of the zoning co-

herence of Houston, Texas,” said 
commissioner David Brown. 
“That’s not a compliment. We 
have single-family residences 
hard by commercial.”
 But city planning direc-
tor Karl Moritz said that any 
discussions must go hand-in-
hand with the expansion of 
high-capacity transit, since 
Duke Street is slated to host 
the second of three proposed 
bus rapid transit corridors, 
along with the area near U.S. 
Route 1 and Beauregard and 
Van Dorn streets. Moritz said 
any new master plan covering 
the Duke Street area would 
likely not take place for at 
least another five years.

FRESENIUS      FROM | 17
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Email comments,  
rants & raves to 

letters@ 
alextimes.com

Our View Opinion

Your Views

ARHA missed a golden
opportunity for compromise
 When the Times’ editorial board last visited the issue of 
how to provide 53 units of affordable housing at the site of the 
Ramsey Homes in the Parker-Gray neighborhood, the best 
word to describe the discussion was “frustration.”
 Neighbors were frustrated by the proposal to tear down the 
historic buildings, built during World War II by the federal gov-
ernment to house black defense employees. Residents of the 
current buildings were frustrated by their poor state of repair. 
And officials were frustrated with an approval process that 
City Councilor Justin Wilson described as “absolutely absurd.”
 Last September, city council approved demolition of the 
15 current units at Ramsey Homes, contingent upon the Al-
exandria Redevelopment and Housing Authority, which owns 
the property, returning to officials for approval of a site plan 
before beginning any work. And some city councilors urged 
ARHA to explore preserving and renovating at least some of 
the original structures.
 But in the last five months, not much has changed. The 
project will head back to city council Saturday, again pro-
posing to demolish all of the original buildings. It again is 
weighed down by a denial recommendation from a city advi-
sory board, this time from the planning commission. And the 
study of alternative options remains hazy at best.
 City staff studied two other options that would allow for 
some preservation of current buildings, which would have re-
sulted in totals of 29 and 39 units, respectively. But according 
to the staff report on the proposal provided to the planning 
commission, “after some productive initial collaboration, 
ARHA’s board directed its staff not to participate further in 
exploring and creating the various development options and 
instead elected to proceed with the three-story, 53-unit pro-
posal previously provided for concept review.”
 The result of ARHA backing out of this discussion is that 
we don’t know how much more expensive it would be to pur-
sue those options, except to take them at their word that they 
would be unfeasible.
 To put it bluntly, this is unacceptable.
 Affordable housing is sorely needed in Alexandria, and 
having only 15 dilapidated units at the site of the Ramsey 
Homes surely is an ineffective use of space and is unfair to the 
residents who live there. But the property is a historic land-
mark, and neighbors and historic preservation advocates need 
a seat in the discussions too.
 For ARHA to pull its staff from discussions with city of-
ficials who are working to find a compromise between these 
competing interests isn’t just a show of bad faith. It’s the 
equivalent of a child taking away their ball and going home.
 City council should refuse to approve any plans regarding 
how to move forward with Ramsey Homes until ARHA comes 
back to the table with city staff. They must work together to ex-
amine the alternatives so staff, officials and residents can see a 
full accounting of the costs associated with those proposals.
 Once that is done, leaders may reach the conclusion that 
it is, indeed, not cost effective to preserve any of the current 
structures. But that decision needs to be done openly, not qui-
etly by only one of the interested parties.
 To do any less would be, to borrow from Wilson again, 
“decision-making that’s unworthy” of Alexandria.

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
 Curzon Antiques, Urban 
Angler, Ladyburg Bath and 
Body Boutique, Yogi Castle, 
Hannelore’s, Imperfections!, J 
Brown, Le Star, Cove Office, 
Pure Prana, Why Not?, Old 
Town Tea and Spice, European 
Country Living, Decorium, 
Trojan Antiques, Candy’s Can-
dy, The Virginia Shop and now 
my very own Bittersweet.
 Take a look at the list of busi-
nesses along and near our Main 
Street — King Street — that have 
recently closed or announced 
their closing. These were taxpay-
ing businesses with customers, 
employees, landlords and impor-
tant parts of the fabric of our city 
— and a reason to visit our city. 
Their owners were also contribu-
tors to an enormous number of lo-
cal charities. Their collective sud-
den loss should be a wake up call.
 While there are many reasons 
for this spate of business closings, 
one cannot deny the changing 
nature of retail. With 17 blocks of 

retail space from the waterfront 
to the King Street Metro station, 
we are challenged, and if we are 
to preserve the economic vibran-
cy of our historic core, it is time 
to examine what the city can do 
to reverse this trend.
 As a longtime local business 
owner, I can tell you that our re-
gional reputation as a difficult 
place to do business is well de-
served. An arduous, lengthy and 
often arbitrary approval process, 
which is not well known or well 
explained to new businesses, 
high license and permit fees, 
numerous taxes, regulatory 
minutiae, business unfriendly 
parking policies and an inad-
equate wayfinding program 
are at the heart of this. These 
anti-business practices clearly 
undermine our competitiveness 
when trying to attract new busi-
nesses. Our leaders need to ex-
amine and address these issues.
 In this day and age of in-
creased competition from online 
sales, we can no longer rest on 

our laurels as a historic colonial 
city that the world’s largest on-
line bookseller deems the United 
States’ most romantic. We must 
take a hard look at placemaking, 
beautification and better main-
tenance of our streetscape.
 We need to employ better 
coordination and deployment 
of historic resources between 
city departments, increased pro-
gramming and utilization of our 
parks and public spaces, and ex-
amine our very restrictive special 
events policies. Our waterfront 
plan needs to be fully imple-
mented without further delay.
 As part of that, the Torpedo 
Factory Art Center should be re-
freshed so that it appeals to local 
families and millennials as well 
as visitors — and begins gen-
erating tax revenue for the city 
rather than being subsidized by 
the taxpayer.
 Yes, if we want our retail core 
to survive, we need to attract 

Old Town retail is facing a troubling period

SEE RETAIL | 24
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To the editor:
 Enough. With regard to the 
recent letters that strongly sup-
port the installation of lights at 
the T.C. Williams sports field, 
I ask: Would you subject your 
spouse, your kids, your parents 
and grandparents to a loud-
speaker so obnoxiously loud 
that you have to give your kids 
earplugs to sleep? Would you 
subject them to 80- and 90-foot 
light poles seven feet from their 
property line, with light so bright 
that they can read by it at night? 
Make them get out the next 
morning and pick up beer cans 
and other trash deposited on the 
lawn the night before? And re-
peat this scenario four and five 
times a week, all year long?
 After all, that football 
team from Maryland that uses 
T.C.’s field during the summer 
needs a place to play. And we 
can’t limit it to football, right? 
People have to play soccer and 
other sports at night too. And 
just for good measure, throw 
in at least a 25 percent drop in 

their property values.
 Would anyone really sub-
ject their own spouse, kids, 
parents, grandparents, friends 
or family to this night after 
night for years to come? The 
answer is “no.” No one would 
ever do such a thing to their 
loved ones, friends or family. 
Never. Not in a million years. 
 But you are so willing to 
do just that to your very own 
neighbors, to my family and 
I. I coached little league base-
ball here for years. I coached 
youth basketball at Francis 
Hammond Middle School 
and Cora Kelly Elementary 
School. I stood on the sideline 
of the Sunday morning soccer 
games, cheering on the kids 
down on Eisenhower Avenue.
 I shop around town. I go 
to a local church. I’m a neigh-
bor and member of the com-
munity. You’d think those so 
in favor of lights would take a 
nominal look at what this issue 
is doing to their neighbors and 
community and say, “Wait a 

minute, no one should have to 
put up with this. Ever. Good-
ness, imagine what it would be 
like if it happened to me or my 
neighborhood.”
 Of course, the response 
from the pro-lights move-
ment is always, “It won’t be so 
bad.” Well, my neighborhood 
already is living through this 
scenario and our experience is, 
“Yes, it’s that bad. This goes 
way beyond bad, and we don’t 
want to have to live through 
this night after night for the rest 
of our lives, thank you.”
 We are the same neigh-
bors who bought our homes 
because of the promise that 
the city made to us — and 
even wrote down and codi-
fied in a development special 
use permit for good measure. 
The same neighbors whom 
you will ask to pay for the 
lights through our real es-
tate taxes, all so that you 
can watch football games on 

To the editor:
  Last month, the Alexandria 
Times published an editorial 
suggesting an outside-the-box 
process was necessary to avoid 
a collision between Seminary 
Hill residents and city officials 
about installing lights on the 
field at T.C. Williams (“Our 
View: Outside the box think-
ing is needed to avoid collision 
over T.C. lights,” January 14). 
I applaud the Times editorial 
board’s effort to take a stand on 
this issue and suggest a resolu-
tion to the issue.
 The editorial articulated 
that a new stadium is abso-
lutely necessary to advance 
our community sports needs. 
Rather than redoing a rag tag 
stadium complex at T.C. Wil-
liams High school, the Times 
article suggests that officials 
consider a new stadium in a 

less central and more com-
mercial location like the Eisen-
hower Valley, which would 
make the field more accessible 
to fans and less disruptive to 
neighborhoods.
 While I agree with the es-
sence of that idea, I have a bet-
ter solution — an ultimately less 
expensive and more financially 
rewarding alternative. If we 
truly want to relive the Titan ex-
perience, if the project is truly 
about Friday night lights and 
school sports, then the stadium 
needs to be built at George 
Washington Middle School for 
the following reasons.
 George Washington is cur-
rently in disrepair and needs 
to be modernized or rebuilt, 
so why not make it a package 
deal — renovate the school as 
necessary and build a stadium 
and a track to coexist with the 

school. The Titans played at the 
original Parker-Gray Stadium, 
which was located at George 
Washington, not T.C. Williams, 
so this alternative is doable.
 From a business point of 
view, imagine the impact this 
stadium would have on busi-
nesses in Del Ray. Imagine 
thousands of spectators trek-
king down the one-mile corri-
dor of Mount Vernon Avenue to 
celebrate the Titans’ victories at 
Fireflies, Los Tios, or other res-
taurants and shops. No longer is 
the only meal choice Atlantis, 
McDonald’s or Subway at Bra-
dlee Shopping Center.
 While businesses are leav-
ing Old Town, Del Ray and the 
area around West Street would 
flourish. Plus, the area around 
the field is heavily commercial 

Senior Corner
by Rhonda L. Williams

 There are times when a per-
son may require intensive peri-
ods of hospitalization in order 
to reduce the symptoms of an 
illness and help them return to 
improved health and function-
ing. This is true regardless of 
whether their symptoms are of a 
physical nature, a mental illness 
or severe cognitive disorder with 
behavioral problems.
 Older adults that are experi-
encing exacerbated symptoms 
often require longer periods of 
hospitalization than 
younger adults due to 
their metabolism and 
complex system chang-
es of both physical and 
mental systems. This 
makes diagnosis and 
treatment critical with 
older adults.
 The Virginia Department of 
Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services released a study 
on two state hospitals that cur-
rently handle a majority of the 
commonwealth’s older adults 
needing intensive treatment. 
Piedmont Geriatric Hospital, 
where residents of Northern 
Virginia are treated, and Ca-
tawba Hospital are both very old 
structures that have had deferred 
maintenance needs due to bud-
get challenges.
 They provide 257 beds, but 
require an estimated $9 million 
to address the deferred mainte-
nance needs. The department 
recommended two options: 
Keep the two hospitals open, or 
close Catawba in the next two 
years, close Piedmont by 2018 
and construct a 56-bed wing at 
Western State Hospital.
 The challenge is how to go 
from more than 250 inpatient 
beds that are always full to only 
56? What will this mean for older 
adults needing more intensive 
treatment to allow them to live in 
community based settings? The 
state recommends more commu-

nity based programs need to be 
explored and utilized.
 The problem is those with se-
vere symptoms like physical agi-
tation cannot be cared for in less 
restrictive environments due to 
the risk to other residents. Once 
symptoms are managed by hos-
pital care, the Regional Adult Fa-
cilities and Treatment program is 
a successful model that has been 
used in the Northern Virginia re-
gion for the past eight years.
 RAFT consists of an inten-

sive mental health 
treatment team that 
partners with nursing 
homes and assisted 
living facilities to pro-
vide intensive services 
to older adults with se-
rious mental illness or 
dementia with behav-

ioral problems in the communi-
ty. RAFT received rave reviews 
from state licensure regarding 
the program’s successful work 
with 43 older adults now living 
in facilities closer to home who 
were being treated with therapy, 
medication management, art 
therapy and behavioral interven-
tions that keep their symptoms 
in check.
 The RAFT program also pro-
vides psycho-education to the 
facility staff. This grant-funded 
program is a proven and viable 
option. If the state needs to con-
sider how to best use funds to 
serve older adults with mental 
illness or dementia with behav-
ioral problems, as well as figure 
out how to reduce the number  of 
beds for older adults across the 
state to 57, then the community 
needs to call for an increase in 
funding spent to provide alter-
native models of care.

The writer is the supervisor of 
older adult mental health at 

the division of aging and adult 
services in the city department of 
community and human services.

Does Northern Virginia have the 
answer to seniors’ hospital access?

A neighbor’s perspective on lights at 
Parker-Gray Stadium

A better choice for the city stadium 
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and Metro accessible, making 
the site a perfect location, while 
a parking garage could be con-
structed for additional parking. 
The cost of this venture would 
be borne by expanded private 
partnerships with local busi-
nesses and investors, as it could 
be viewed as a business project 
not a school project.
 In return for city contracts, 
developers would build and 
help finance the project. Spon-
sorship signs could be erected 
around the field to acknowledge 
the generosity of these sponsors 
and investors. Such signs would 
be readily seen from the nearby 
Metro station and surrounding 
buildings.
 Even better, the $6 million 
earmarked for the T.C. stadium 
could be funneled back to the 
schools to hire more teachers, 
improve academic performance 
and raise teachers’ salaries.

 Finally, the athletic field at 
T. C. Williams then could be a 
site for expansion, and the con-
struction of more classrooms 
and school space would enable 
the city to plan for enrollment 
increases. The above plan is vi-
able and can be successful.
 The placement of a stadium 
at George Washington Middle 
School would be a less expen-
sive alternative. As it evolves, it 
would stimulate business in Del 
Ray. There is no business boom 
at T.C. Williams. The need for a 
city stadium will be forever ad-
dressed and it will be located in 
the proper historic place, the real 
Parker-Gray Stadium area. Resi-
dents, before we spend $320,000 
of your tax dollars allotted for a 
T.C Williams stadium design, 
we should discuss placing the 
Parker-Gray Stadium project 
at George Washington Middle 
School.

- William Goff
Alexandria

To the editor:
 In the February 11 edition 
of the Times, you present two 
different positions on the same 
issue: a very positive article 
about the city’s plan to fund 
the replacement of the War-
wick Pool (“Warwick Pool vote 
goes swimmingly”) and then 
an editorial saying that the city 
shouldn’t fund a new 50-meter 
swimming pool at Chinquapin 
Park (“Council should apply a 
business model to government 
spending decisions”). It’s hard 
to argue both sides of an issue 
and maintain credibility.
 Your editorial acknowledges 
that there is merit to a new pool 
at Chinquapin but that other 
projects need the funds more. 
You further state that the city 
should not be funding a swim-
ming pool and that instead the 
project should be undertaken by 
a public-private partnership or 
it should be paid for in full by a 
nonprofit organization.
 As a matter of fact, the 
Chinquapin project began as 
a public-private partnership 
three years ago. Advocates 
for Alexandria Aquatics — a 
group of residents interested 
in improving aquatics options 
in Alexandria — has been 
working with city staff and 
city council since day one of 
this project. The city’s 10-year 
capital budget over the last 
three years has reflected the 
need for and the expectation of 
private sector funding to com-
plete the project. The city and 
the private sector already are 
doing what you recommend. 
 Last year, the Times report-
ed that the new pool at Chin-
quapin was “dead in the water” 
because the cost estimate from 
the city consultants suddenly 

ballooned from $20 million to 
$30 million. AAA agreed that 
the new $30 million price tag 
was unreasonable, and imme-
diately got to work with city 
officials and their consultant to 
find ways to reduce the cost of 
the new pool.
 As presented to city council 
on February 9, the consultant’s 
final report shows that the 
new pool can be built for the 
budgeted amount of about $22 
million, which again includes 
private sector funds. This rep-
resents an $8 million reduction 
in the expected cost.
 Nevertheless, your editorial 
board still questions the need 
for the city to build the pool. 
Here are some facts that make 
the case for it:
• A consultant’s report esti-

mates that the current pool at 
Chinquapin is only meeting 
20 percent of the public need. 
That means that 80 percent 
of the residents’ needs are 
not being met.

•  Without more pool space, we 
cannot provide swimming 
instruction to all children in 
Alexandria. This is one of 
our key goals for having the 
new pools — to make sure 
that all of our children have 
the opportunity to learn a 
necessary life skill. To use 
your “air, water and food” 
analogy, learning to swim is 
both air and water.

•  Our local high school teams 
cannot hold their home swim 
meets in Alexandria because 
the pool at Chinquapin is 
not regulation size. They 
must be bussed to Fairfax 
County and other jurisdic-
tions to host their “home” 
meets at rented facilities, and 
in some cases, to hold prac-

tices. Earlier this year, when 
the annual all-city swim 
meet between T.C. Williams, 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes, 
Episcopal and Bishop Ireton 
was being planned, there 
was serious consideration 
given to holding the meet at a 
pool in Arlington because of 
Chinquapin’s inadequacies.

• The new pool will benefit 
Alexandria residents, from 
newborns to octogenarians. 
Swimming for fitness, recre-
ation or therapy can be done 
by any age group. Indeed, 
the additional pool planned 
for Chinquapin will open the 
opportunity for a wide array 
of new therapeutic programs 
to be offered in the exist-
ing pool, which will have a 
warmer water temperature 
than the 50-meter pool.

• Because there is only one 
indoor pool in Alexandria, 
there are continual conflicts 
between groups seeking 
more space with none be-
ing satisfied with the exist-
ing situation. Both city staff 
and city councilors are well 
aware of this situation. 

 Recreation is one of the ba-
sic services expected from a 
city government, in addition 
to schools, sewers and the like. 
Are those next on the list of 
items that should be funded by 
nonprofits or the private sector?
 We believe that the public-
private partnership model for 
building a new pool at Chin-
quapin is a prudent and respon-
sible way for the city to address 
the longstanding neglect of its 
aquatics facilities and the needs 
of its citizens.

- William Rivers
Chairman, Advocates for 

Alexandria Aquatics

Chinquapin Park pool would benefit many

Friday nights and play soc-
cer and other sports whenever 
you want? And what if you are 
wrong? Will you then take the 
lights out? I didn’t think so.
 Now, you clearly see where 
I’m coming from. You would be 
adamantly against these lights 
if they were put seven feet from 
your yard. You would never sub-
ject your spouse, kids, friends, 
family and community to this 
ordeal. But the “good neigh-
bors” who live near T.C. Wil-
liams are fair game.
 But karma being what it is, 
you have a good chance of ex-

periencing the same thing in 
the future. You see, once the 
city rezones my neighborhood 
in order to put these lights in 
on 80- and 90-foot poles, how 
will it be able to justify not do-
ing the same thing to the neigh-
borhoods around Bishop Ireton, 
Episcopal and Hammond? I 
could go on and on, but I think 
you catch my drift.
 So, for those still in favor of 
lights at the T.C. Williams foot-
ball field after reading my ap-
peal, I’ll see you at the meetings. 
I’ll bring my kid’s earplugs. You 
can try them on. 

- Frank Bires
Alexandria

more people here — people who 
want to shop, dine, attend events 
and put tax revenue in our city’s 
coffers while keeping our locally 
owned businesses in operation.
 At a time when there are so 
many demands of our municipal 
budget, including the long over-
due overhaul of City Hall, it’s 
time to start thinking about how 
to create a dynamic economy for 

the modern world while retain-
ing our colonial charm.
 Besides running a business 
in the heart of Old Town for the 
past 33 years, my prism is my 
recollection as a young boy of 
the many empty retail spaces 
along King Street in the 1960s, 
1970s and 1980s. Let’s not make 
the mistake of thinking this can-
not happen again.

- Jody Manor
Owner, Bittersweet

RETAIL          FROM | 22

LIGHTS          FROM | 23

STADIUM      FROM | 23

To the editor:
 I would like to share my 
opinion on the disturbing 
development proposal of 
Ramsey Homes. The Alex-
andria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority’s current 
plan to replace the existing 
Ramsey Homes in the Park-

er-Gray neighborhood is dis-
turbingly full of contradic-
tions.
 Firstly, the parking solution 
ARHA has presented cannot 
possibly work. The entrance 
and exit for the underground 
garage ARHA wants to build 
would be located in a narrow 

residential alley, one that can-
not accommodate the turn-
ing radius of a Toyota Camry, 
let alone larger vehicles. Does 
ARHA really expect every sin-
gle driver who enters and exits 
the garage to back up and make 

Ramsey Homes proposal is full of contradictions

SEE RAMSEY | 25
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fter four years of war and 
the Union occupation 
of Alexandria, news 

that the war had ended with 
Robert E. Lee’s surrender at 
Appomattox in April 1865 was 
received by Alexandrians with a 
mixture of relief and joy, disbe-
lief and sadness. The economic 
and social costs of the war were 
huge, and most residents must 
have known that life in the city 
was changed forever, meaning a 
blend of huge challenges and 
major opportunities. 
 Alexander Hunter, who 
left school with so many of 
his classmates to fight in the 
17th Virginia Infantry, re-
called Lee’s own words to 
him immediately following 
the surrender.  “Your first 
duty,” Lee told him, “is to go 
home and make your mother’s 
heart glad, and your next is to 
Virginia. She needs all her sons 
more now than ever.”  Hunter 
also wrote that Lee urged his 
former soldiers to “commence a 
new life and be good citizens.”  
 Judith McGuire, whose hus-
band had been Hunter’s princi-
pal at Episcopal High School, 
was more despairing.  
 “I only feel that we have no 
country, no government, no fu-
ture,” she wrote. “The Northern 
officials offer free tickets to per-
sons returning to their homes 
— alas! To their homes! How 
few of us have homes! Some are 
confiscated; others destroyed.”  
 Those feelings of gloom that 
April were added to by the stun-
ning news of President Abra-
ham Lincoln’s assassination. 
Alexandria Gazette editor Ed-

gar Snowden reported that, “the 
rumor was at first discredited. 
No one believed that such an 
awful tragedy did or could hap-
pen...As the particulars became 
known, men gathered in groups 
— heard with wonder and 
amazement — and expressed 
their indignation. Nothing else 
was thought of or talked of.”
 Occupation had been a 
mixed blessing for Alexandria; 
the city avoided destruction 

from actual fighting, but its 
economy and commercial infra-
structure suffered nevertheless. 
It has been estimated that as 
many as a third of residents left 
town before and during the war, 
some never to return. 
 Many of the homes, busi-
nesses and other private prop-
erty, such as James Green’s 
Mansion House Hotel seen here,  
of known or suspected “seces-
sionists” had been seized by the 
army, often on the questionable 
basis of unpaid taxes by their 
absentee owners, and were then 
sold after the war.  
 Countering this population 
loss was the now permanent 
settlement in the city of many 
Contrabands: former slaves 
who had streamed into Alexan-
dria by the thousands soon after 
the war began and now made up 

approximately half of the city’s 
population as free citizens.  
Joining the pre-war communi-
ties of The Bottoms, Hayti, and 
Fishtown were new African-
American neighborhoods called 
Petersburg (later simply “The 
Berg”), Uptown, The Hill, The 
Hump and Cross Canal.  
 Many businesses remained 
shuttered, including some of 
Alexandria’s largest enterprises 
such as the Mount Vernon cot-

ton mill, the Pioneer Mill 
and the Smith & Perkins 
foundry right next door. 
Port and rail facilities and 
equipment had been used 
hard by the Army, and the 
Alexandria Canal needed 
extensive repairs.
    Alexandria had become 
the seat of the Restored Gov-

ernment of Virginia in late 1863, 
made up of those portions of the 
state under Union control. Gov. 
Francis Pierpont and the 13 mem-
bers of the General Assembly met 
in the city’s council chambers, 
working on a new state constitu-
tion that abolished slavery and 
denied the vote to former Confed-
erates until they swore allegiance 
to the federal government.  
 Under President Andrew 
Johnson’s Reconstruction plan 
following Lincoln’s death, Vir-
ginians were able to repeal the 
loyalty oath provision in the state 
constitution, allowing Alexan-
drians to return many former 
Confederates to city government 
in the elections of 1866 and 1867.

Out of the Attic is  
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

A
An occupied city and the misfortunes of war

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Should city council approve the plans for Ramsey Homes 
without more information about alternative options?

Last Week 
Do you think the city should spend almost  
$23 million on a 50-meter pool at Chinquapin?

349 Votes

A. Yes.
B. No.

 76% Yes.
 24% No.

RAMSEY       FROM | 24

multiple sharp and potentially 
dangerous turns every time 
they use the garage?
  Another contradiction: 
The city master plan for the 
redevelopment of this area 
stipulates that “each residen-
tial block should have safe 
and convenient access to play 
spaces for young children.” 
The same plan also states 
that the open space “should 
be designed and located to al-
low effective supervision and 
surveillance from surround-
ing streets.”
 ARHA has instead sug-
gested that the only play space 
for children in the development 
would be a built-out space 
on the roofs of the proposed 
buildings. The very nature of 
this concept prevents “effec-
tive supervision and surveil-
lance.” Additionally, any sort 
of guard rail, wall or fence that 
ARHA would need to install 
for playground’s protection 
would not only be unsightly, 
but also make the proposed 
building taller than the city’s 
own regulations permit.
 These sorts of questions 
make me wonder: does 
ARHA think they can bla-
tantly ignore residents’ 
objections and city regula-
tions alike? Do they expect 
us not to notice that what 
they have proposed violate 
the city’s own rules, not to 
mention common sense? 
Can ARHA truly justify 
this out-of-control proposal 
to the residents of the Park-
er-Gray neighborhood?

- Mykhaylo Panarin
Alexandria
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Weekly Words
49 A lily’s cover?
51 Rich wine
52 They split a 20
54 Bills and coins
55 Gold units
57 In a formless manner
58 Nervous twitches
60 ___ the score (gets revenge)
63 General Powell
64 “___ you ashamed?”
65 Arctic sightings
67 Bizarre
69 Small bit of work
71 Reason-based faith
72 “Sesame Street” regular
73 Ring-shaped cake
74 Camper carrier
75 Quite obvious
76 Roll-call word
77 Receptive or open
78 Like clones
80 Branch of geometry
81 Rebuff
83 Like volcanic fallout
84 Woodlands
87 Throw a lifeline to
89 Have the helm
90 Stephen King’s home state
92 Put on cloud nine
93 Notorious Bugs
95 Campaign worker
96 Inky mess
98 Divide into piles
99 Be off one’s feet
100 “Made in the ___”
101 Barnyard female
103 Podiatrist’s concern
104 Play a role
105 Golf scoring standardCAKE FACTORY By Lewis Harper

ACROSS
1 Eats greedily (with “down”)
7 Gets possession of
14 It rolls on a rollaway
20 Corrida celebrity
21 Nightgown material
22 Woolly beast
23 Together, as a married couple
24 Lake Ontario city
25 Big hammer
26 Big name in tractors
27 Mortise companion
28 Characteristic of a prophet
30 Spot on a schedule
31 Runs out
32 Loon kin
34 Charged particles
38 Fancy flapjacks
40 It takes off a lot
41 Food-wrap brand
42 Losing lawyer, sometimes
45 Apprehensive before a game
46 “King of the Hill” beer
47 Pancake cooking surface
48 Illogical fear
49 Water mover on a house
50 Hindu queens (var.)
51 Deprived of a rind
52 Neatest possible
53 Former capital of Japan
54   Actor Richard of “The Godfather”
55 Show to be false
56 Forever, so to speak
58 Road material, sometimes

59 Took in solid food
61 Echidna’s snack
62 Picket line pariah
66 Lift mechanically
68 Declares to be true
70 Metal-in-the-raw
71 Corrupt morally
74 Devices used on apples
76 Taxi signaler
79 Emulates an active volcano
80 Economizing
81 Legendary soul singer Otis
82 Kind of tube or ear
83 Breathing stoppages while 
   sleeping
84 Turns into wine
85 Move like a crab
86 Not fit to be an NBA center
87 Deceptively coax
88 Dispense (with “out”)
89 Piece of music?
90 “A ___ formality”
91 Goblet support
94 Half man, half goat
96 Swiss canton
97 Grain-storage sites
99 Down Under dweller
102 Slanted letters
105 Rogue or scoundrel
106 Tristan’s companion
107 Macaroon flavoring
108 Sci-fi blockbuster of 2009
109 Courtroom figure
110 Small sofas
111 Yield, as to pressure

DOWN
1 Wall board
2 Ice cream holders
3 The Little Mermaid’s name
4 Go back
5 International business mantra
6 Cover with turf
7 With greater frequency
8 Fair-haired ones
9 Roots used in poi
10 Unknown writer (Abbr.)
11 Lodge
12 Butterfly catcher’s need
13 Nation once part of Yugoslavia
14 Hindu social group
15 “___ want for Christmas ...”
16 Neurology, cardiology, etc.
17 Small child
18 Ticker tape? (Abbr.)
19 “Norma ___” (Sally Field film)
27 Hide-bound home
29 All tucked in
32 English church land
33 Lightning-quick
35 Speak pompously
36 What Rudolph used to be called
37 Sound like a bull
39 Wings on buildings
40 Industrial workers, as a group
41 Mecca native
42 See eye to eye
43 Madrid museum
44 Attach, as a corsage
45 Fraternity letter
48 Popular White House souvenir

ELLEN C. BOHNSACK (96),  
of Alexandria, January 8, 2016
EDMUND N. CHRISTIAN, of 
Alexandria, February 6, 2016
CYNTHIA C. GWASH (53), of 
Alexandria, February 8, 2016
CHARLES R. KRAUS, formerly of 
Alexandria, February 20, 2016
BOON K. LEE (88), of Alexandria, 
February 8, 2016
JOSEPH E. MAZUR (81), of 
Alexandria, February 14, 2016
CHARLES G. MILLER (54), formerly 
of Alexandria, February 5, 2016
NORMAN C. NASH (97), of 
Alexandria, January 28, 2016
ANNE S. PAUL (75), of Alexandria, 
February 14, 2016
JAMES J. POWERS (94), of 
Alexandria, February 5, 2016
WILMER H. RARICK (72), formerly 
of Alexandria, February 11, 2016
BRUCE STONE (59), formerly of 
Alexandria, February 4, 2016
JOHN WEADON, formerly of 
Alexandria, February 15, 2016

Obituaries
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Classifieds

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

ATTORNEY

ROBERT BEATSON
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS February 14, 2016

EDUCATION 
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office 
Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!  Training & Job Placement available at 
CTI!  HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; LFCC/
Winchester 800-454-1400
67 Driver Trainees needed! No CDL? No Problem-We Train. Be Job ready in 
as little as 20 days! Earn Great pay/benefits! 1-800-874-7131

HELP WANTED – SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Needed * Leads, No Cold Calls * 
Commissions Paid Daily * Lifetime Renewals * Complete Training * Health & 
Dental Insurance * Life License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020. 

MISCELLANEOUS
New Year, New Career-AVIATION Grads work with Boeing, Southwest and 
others-Get hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-245-9553.

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $450 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome - no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDNG Perfect for Homes & Garages Beginning of Year BLOW OUT, 
Cancelled orders must go. Make offer on remaining, 16x24, 20x26, 25x30, 
30x40, 40x50 CALL NOW 757-301-8885 Heather

 
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY,  MARCH 10, 2016  - 

7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
CITY HALL

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Information about these items may 
be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, 301 King 
Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-
4666 or on the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

BZA Case #2016-0002
2509 Leslie Avenue
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for variances for the front yard 
and side yard setbacks facing Leslie 
Avenue and Randolph Avenue to build 
a second story and rear addition.  If the 
request is granted, the Board of Zoning 
Appeals will be granting a variance 
from section 12-102(A) of the zoning 
ordinance relating to the physical 
enlargement of a non-complying 
structure; zoned: R2-5/Residential. 
APPLICANT: Benjamin Lievestro

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC 
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A  
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, March 2, 
2016 beginning at 7:30 PM in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 
on the following applications:

CASE BAR2016-0026
Request to partially demolish and 
capsulate at 512 N Columbus St.
APPLICANT: Robert Hotaling

CASE BAR2016-0027
Request for alterations and an addition 
and waiver of rooftop mechanical 
screening at 512 N Columbus St.
APPLICANT: Robert Hotaling

CASE BAR2016-0029
Request for alterations at 600 Wolfe St.
APPLICANT: The Little Theatre of 
Alexandria

CASE BAR2016-0016
Request for complete demolition at 
401-415 Wolfe St
APPLICANT: Gregory and Candy 
Fazakerley

CASE BAR2016-0017
Request for alterations, new construction 
and a waiver of vision clearance at 
401-415 Wolfe St
APPLICANT: Gregory and Candy 
Fazakerley

Information about the above item(s) may 
be obtained from the Department of 
Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666.

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
PARKER-GRAY DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, February 
24, 2016 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
Council Chambers, second floor of 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following applications:

CASE BAR2015-0410
Request for alterations, an addition and 
a waiver of vision clearance at 1201 
Cameron St.
APPLICANT: David Robbins

Consideration of proposed updates to 
chapters of the Design Guidelines to 
reflect the 2012 Parker-Gray amendments.

Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 
King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
VA 22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666.

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

AT&T proposes a modification to an 
existing facility with tip heights of 
134 feet on a building at 101 Cal-
lahan Street in Alexandria, VA (Ma-
sonic Memorial). In accordance with 
federal regulation 47CFR 1.1307, 
the NEPA and the ACHP 36 CFR 
800, parties interested in submit-
ting comments or questions regard-
ing any potential effects of the pro-
posed facility on Historic Properties 
may do so by contacting Scott Horn 
(856-809-1202, scotthorn@aceras-
sociates.com) at ACER Associates, 
LLC at 1012 Industrial Dr., West 
Berlin, NJ 08091.

 
TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 

5123 CLINTON ROAD, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22312 

By virtue of and pursuant to the terms of a Deed of Trust 
dated May 28, 2010, and recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the 
Circuit Court of Fairfax County, Virginia on June 7, 2010 as 
Instrument Number LR2010049629.001 (the “Deed of Trust”) 
executed Jonathan Michael Babson, (the “Owner”) originally 
to Daniel H. Borinsky, Trustee, and default having been made 
under the terms of the Deed of Trust and in the payment of the 
indebtedness secured by the Deed of Trust, and having been 
requested to do so by the current holder of the note evidencing 
the indebtedness secured by the Deed of Trust (the “Note-
holder”), the undersigned Trustee will offer for sale at public 
auction at the main entrance of the Fairfax County Circuit 
Court courthouse located at 4110 Chain Bridge Rd., Fairfax, 
Virginia on March 4, 2016  at 11:00 AM, the property with 
improvements to wit: 

Lot 46-A, Indian Springs, as the same is shown on a plat of 
resubdivision recorded April 7, 1976 in Deed Book 4378, 
at page 230, among the land records of Fairfax County.
Street address of the property:  5123 Clinton Road, Alexan-
dria, VA 22312

AND further described in the above Deed of Trust. (Tax 
Map No. 071-4-07-0046-A)
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH. A bidder’s deposit of 
$60,000 will be required in cash, certified or cashier’s check. 
Settlement within fifteen (15) days of sale, otherwise Trustees 
may forfeit deposit. Additional Terms to be announced at sale. 
Loan Type: Private. 
Kevin M. Carson, Substitute Trustee, c/o Odin Feldman & 
Pittleman PC, 1775 Wiehle Ave., 
Suite 400, Reston, VA 20190

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School 
Board will hold a public hear-
ing on the FY 2017 Combined 
Funds Budget during the 
School Board Special Called 
Meeting held at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, February 23, 2016, in the 
School Board Meeting Room 
located at 1340 Braddock Pl., 
Alexandria. For more infor-
mation or to register to speak 
at the public hearing, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board 
at 703-619-8314 or email
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

Virginia Press Services will run this business card-size
display ad across Virginia for one low discounted price.

For more details, call Adriane at 804-521-7585.

71% of American adults have used a newspaper, a newspaper
website and/or a newspaper mobile source in the past 30 days.
(Scarborough Research 2012)

Reach across Virginia
with this ad!

No other media offers
the audience of loyal,
local, repeat readers
you’ll reach through

community newspapers!

THIS AD

FOR SALE!
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109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292

LICENSED IN VA |  DC |  MD 

sue@thegoodhartgroup.com
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

www.thegoodhartgroup.com
703.362.3221

#1 Agent at McEnearney Associates (Alexandria’s #1 Real Estate Company)

4120 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304

COMING SOON – 303 Summers Drive, Alexandria, VA 22301

Selling
ALEXANDRIA

3928 Colonel Ellis Avenue, Arlington, VA 22304

Sue & Allison Goodhart
Trusted. Proven. Respected.

Please contact us for more information on our listings or to 
discuss how we can help you achieve your real estate goals. 


