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VAESP award recognizes 
school’s tremendous gains 
despite various challenges
BY CHRIS TEALE

 In the 33 years since its in-
ception, no elementary school 
principal in Alexandria had won 
the Virginia Distinguished Prin-
cipal of the Year award from the 
Virginia Association of Elemen-
tary School Principals.
 That all changed earlier 
this month as Brandon Davis, 
principal of the Cora Kelly 
School for Math, Science and 
Technology, was honored for 
building student success and 
meeting performance targets.

 Of the approximately 357 
students currently enrolled at 
Cora Kelly, 87 percent receive 
free or reduced lunches while 
more than half speak English 
as a second language.
 That has not prevented 
widespread achievement at the 
school, as it saw percentage 
point increases of between 8 
and 12 percent in Standards of 
Learning pass rates for the 2014-
15 academic year in English, 
Math, Science and History.
 Davis was honored at a sur-
prise ceremony at the school 
on March 16, where he was 
joined by fellow ACPS prin-

Wayfinding, marina revamp 
among group’s priorities 
ahead of casino opening
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Representatives from the 
MGM Readiness Task Force 
presented a series of recommen-
dations to city council at its leg-
islative meeting Tuesday night, 
outlining how they feel the city 
can prepare for the opening of 
the MGM casino at National 
Harbor later this year.
 The task force was con-
vened by city tourism authority 
Visit Alexandria in fall 2015 
and is made up of city officials, 
representatives from the busi-
ness community and residents. 

It met in November and De-
cember to formulate a number 
of recommendations.
 The top six presented to 
councilors were to improve 
wayfinding; provide retail train-
ing; encourage international 
trade shows as a partner with 
MGM; refresh the waterfront 
marina; bring more structure to 
cultural programming; and en-
sure the flowers and tree wells 
along King Street are in good 
condition.
 Those six recommenda-
tions are slated to cost ap-
proximately $290,000, with 
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Cora Kelly principal Brandon Davis named 
Virginia principal                               of the year

MGM task force presents recommendations 

 COURTESY PHOTO 
Cora Kelly principal Brandon Davis addresses the March 16 ceremo-
ny honoring him with the Virginia Distinguished Principal of the Year 
award. The honor was presented by the Virginia Association of Ele-
mentary School Principals, and is the first for an Alexandria principal.

cipals, Alexandria City School 
Board members and staff from 
Schools Superintendent Alvin 
Crawley’s leadership team. He 
was nominated by a colleague 
for the award. VAESP is a pro-
fessional organization with 
1,100 members that represents 
elementary and middle school 
administrators.
 “I feel most excited and 
happy for the students and 
the teachers, because they de-
serve it,” Davis said in an in-
terview. “I feel happy that it’s 
another example that poverty 

PHOTO/RUDI RIET

FILE PHOTO
The city’s MGM Readiness Task 
Force presented its findings to city 
council at its legislative meeting 
Tuesday night, and made six main 
recommendations to councilors.
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$599,000
BRADLEE HOMES

$799,000
BRADDOCK COVE

Beautifully updated and move-In ready on  
a quiet cul de sac!

4 bedrooms (all upper), 3 baths, over 3,200 sq. ft. on 3 finished 
levels. New kitchen, family room with fireplace & huge lower level 

recreation room. 2 decks are perfect for chill in’ & grilling’!

Beautiful 2 level rambler on a dead end street 
blocks to Bradlee Shopping Center!

4 bedrooms (3 main, 1 lower), 2 baths, living room with 
fireplace and updated kitchen. Lower level family room 
with 4th bedroom and full bath. Fenced yard with deck, 

patio, garage/shed & off street parking.

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 28 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

$849,000
IVY HILL 

Stately brick colonial on a dead end street 
1 mile from King St. METRO!

3 bedrooms, 3 baths, living room with fireplace & family 
room with wet bar. Lower level recreation room with full 
bath and storage room. Lovely yard with patio, manicured 

lawn and off street parking.

$759,900
OLD TOWN

Enjoy Old Town 
living in a  
5 year old   
DETACHED 
home just a  
couple of blocks 
from Metro!
2 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
rich in architectural 
detail with tall ceilings, 
beautiful moldings 
and  built-ins. Gourmet 
kitchen with center 
island and adjoining 
family room with gas 
fireplace. Deep fenced 
yard with patio and deck.

SO
LD

$624,000
ROSEMONT

Unbeatable 
location just  
blocks to METRO, 
shops, restaurants 
& Maury 
Elementary!
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,  
3 finished levels, 2 gas 
fireplaces. Kitchen with 
granite counters opens to 
family room with access to 
the fenced yard with 
deck & patio. Recreation 
room with wet bar, 
gas fireplace and 
outdoor egress. 
Off Street Parking!

$614,000
ROSEMONT

SO
LD

Great location  
a few blocks from 
Braddock & King 
St. METRO  
Stations!
3 bedrooms, 2 bath end 
townhouse with 3 finished 
levels. Updated kitchen 
with granite counters 
opens to the dining room 
and family room with 
skylights and access to 
the fenced yard with deck. 
Lower level recreation 
room with barn door, 
2nd bath and 
outdoor egress.
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

703-310-6742  • www.conklyns.com

Gorgeous Flowers Delivered 
NATIONWIDE & COMMUNITYWIDE

product discount when you 
mention code Times YR201610%

•Easter •Birthday  
•Anniversary •Wedding
•Mother’s Day
•Get Well •New Baby 
•Arlington Cemetery
•“I’m sorry”

NEW showroom location
4406 Wheeler Ave, Alexandria, Va.

Some Seminary Road and Quaker Lane speed limits 
reduced to 25 mph as of Monday

Tours of ship uncovered at waterfront offered April 14-16

 City officials announced 
Friday that speed limits are 
reduced to 25 mph along sec-
tions of Seminary Road and 
Quaker Lane, from an origi-
nal limit of 35 mph.
 The changes took place 
along Seminary Road between 
I-395 and Quaker Lane, and 
along Quaker Lane between 
Duke Street and Braddock 
Road. The announcement of 

the new speeds added there 
will be increased enforce-
ment of the new speed limits. 
Speed indicator signs will be 
installed later this spring.
 The change was initiated 
after some neighbors raised 
concerns about pedestrian and 
vehicular safety. The city con-
ducted a study and concluded 
vehicles on both Seminary 
Road and N. Quaker Lane 

routinely travel in excess of 
45 mph, and that each street 
has experienced more than 60 
crashes over a five-year pe-
riod. More than 250 residents 
signed a petition in support of 
the speed limit changes.
 City staff will perform a fol-
low-up study this fall to evalu-
ate compliance and the impact 
the reductions have made.

- Chris Teale

 Special behind-the-scenes 
tours are being offered be-
tween April 14 and 16 of the 
18th century ship discovered 
at the waterfront during con-
struction of the Hotel Indigo.
 The remains of the ship’s 
hull were discovered in early 
January during Carr Proper-
ties’ construction of a luxury 
hotel at 220 S. Union St. It is 
believed the ship was 70 feet 
in length, and was scuttled be-
tween 1755 and 1798 as part of 

the landfill process to extend 
the waterfront into the deep 
channel of the Potomac River.
 The ship is currently being 
stored at the old DASH bus barn 
at 116 S. Quaker Lane before it is 
moved to a conservation facility 
for preservation. The 30-minute 
tours are on offer from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. each day
 Tickets can be purchased 
online for free at http://shop.
alexandriava.gov by selecting 
the “Alexandria Archaeology 

Save our Ship Tours” option 
and following the instructions. 
City officials ask that those 
who pick up tickets then make 
a minimum donation of $10 to 
Save Our Ship as part of the 
city’s annual one-day fund-
raiser Spring2ACTion.
 All proceeds benefit the 
ship conservation fund. Do-
nate by visiting https://sprin-
g2action.razoo.com/saveour-
ship.

- Chris Teale

 The Alexandria Chamber 
of Commerce welcomed city 
councilors and local repre-
sentatives from the Virginia 
General Assembly for a legis-
lative breakfast in the first in-
stallment of its summit series 
Tuesday morning.
 Hosted at the Hotel Monaco 
on King Street, delegates Mark 
Levine (D-45) and Charniele 
Herring (D-46) joined state 
Sen. George Barker (D-39), 
alongside Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg, Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson and City Councilors 
John Chapman, Tim Lovain, 
Del Pepper and Paul Smedberg.
 Over the course of a ques-
tion-and-answer session, rep-
resentatives answered ques-
tions about the state of the 
city’s business climate, the up-
coming planning commission 
discussions on small business 

reforms to take place on April 
5 and the city’s broadband In-
ternet initiative.
 The members of the Gen-
eral Assembly reflected on a 
productive 2016 legislative 
session in Richmond, which 
included the approval of GO 
Virginia, a program designed 

to foster growth in small busi-
ness and job creation.
 The breakfast was the first 
event hosted by the chamber’s 
government relations com-
mittee, which will begin the 
process of building its 2017 
legislative agenda in May.

- Chris Teale

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE 
Mayor Allison Silberberg addresses the chamber’s legislative breakfast 
hosted Tuesday morning at the Hotel Monaco. Silberberg was joined 
by her fellow city councilors and several local representatives from the 
Virginia General Assembly.

Chamber breakfast brings together city legislators
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CRIME

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between March 23 and March 30.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

0 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS 4 BURGLARIES

9 THEFTS 8 DRUG 
CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

8 ASSAULTS

1 SEXUAL 
OFFENSE2 VEHICLE

THEFTS 4 ROBBERIES

Inmate dies in custody after apparent medical emergency

Man assaulted and robbed on bike path near Holmes Run Parkway

Juvenile stabbed at Reithoffer Carnival near Landmark Mall

 A man in the custody of 
the Alexandria Sheriff’s Of-
fice died March 26 after he 
suffered what appeared to be a 
medical emergency.
 Diego Silva-Fuentes, 54, of 
Carolina, Puerto Rico was be-
ing housed in a medical unit of 
the William G. Truesdale Adult 
Detention Center. Sheriff’s 
deputies called 911 at 7:44 p.m. 

after he experienced a medical 
emergency, and medics with 
the Alexandria Fire Depart-
ment transported him to the 
Alexandria Hospital where he 
died at 11:29 p.m.
 As it was an in-custody 
death, the Alexandria Police 
Department will conduct the 
death investigation, while the 
sheriff’s office will also con-

duct its own internal review. 
As of press time, APD spokes-
woman Crystal Nosal and sher-
iff’s office spokeswoman Amy 
Bertsch had no further updates 
on the investigations.
 Silva-Fuentes had been held 
city jail on federal charges since 
March 4 after an agreement 
with the U.S. Marshals Service.

- Chris Teale

 A man was assaulted and 
robbed on the bike path near 
Holmes Run Parkway by two 
males on March 29.
 Officers from the Alex-
andria Police Department re-

sponded to the 5500 block of 
Holmes Run Parkway at around 
6:27 p.m. after a report of the 
incident. Police spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal said the victim 
did not suffer any injuries.

 Anyone with further infor-
mation about this incident is 
asked to call the Alexandria 
Police Department’s non-emer-
gency number at 703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

 A 15-year-old was stabbed 
on the opening night of the Re-
ithoffer Carnival near Land-
mark Mall on March 25.
 Officers from the Alex-
andria Police Department re-
sponded to the area around 
10:17 p.m. after reports of an 
altercation between a group of 
teenagers who knew each oth-
er. Police spokeswoman Crys-

tal Nosal said they got into an 
argument, which led to one 
stabbing another.
 A suspect is in custody, 
while two other teenagers were 
arrested for alleged disorderly 
conduct. As all those involved 
were juveniles, their names will 
not be released publicly. The 
victim had a non-life threaten-
ing injury and was transported 

to a local hospital. The Fairfax 
County Police Department also 
responded to the area with offi-
cers and a helicopter due to the 
size of the crowd.
 The Reithoffer Carnival is 
an annual event in the parking 
lot of Landmark Mall and of-
fers rides, food and other en-
tertainment.

- Chris Teale

®
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Patrick Henry rec center 
project faces more uncertainty  

 

Top off the day and 
light up your night    
with  a new Lamp! 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

Officials: Price tag could rise 
in coming months
BY ERICH WAGNER 

 As city councilors dug into 
City Manager Mark Jinks’ pro-
posed 10-year capital budget at 
a work session last month, an 
already sore subject for officials 
quickly resurfaced: a new Pat-
rick Henry Recreation Center.
 Jinks’ proposal includes 
$6.8 million for the project, 
already appropriated in prior 
years. But the capital bud-
get includes the possibility of 
more spending simply labeled 
“TBD” in fiscal 2018. The lack 
of a definitive number riled 
some city councilors.
 “My concern is that we’re 
looking at a fiscal 2018 project, 
and there’s still a large unknown 
number sitting out there in 2018,” 
said Vice Mayor Justin Wilson. 
“We need to get under that. It 
seems like something we’re re-
ally going to have to understand 
before we can move forward.”
 City budget director Morgan 
Routt said the current budgeted 
figure of $6.8 million has not 
been updated in a number of 
years, primarily because of the 
various changes to the project 
and its sister proposal by Alex-
andria City Public Schools to 
build a new Patrick Henry Ele-

mentary School building on the 
same property.
Since staff are examining how 
to fit the new school and recre-
ation center on the property and 
still are probing residents for 
feedback on what they would 
like to see in a new recreation 
center, Routt said it is difficult to 
predict how costs might inflate.
 “It’s been a number of years 
since the last cost estimate for 
the project,” Routt said in an in-
terview. “We’re in the concept 
design phase now, but because 
of that span of time [since the 
last estimate], we could end up 
at a different price. Because 
we’re not far along with plan-
ning the project, there’s still a 
potential for change.”
 Routt said much of the po-

tential for change in the price 
tag comes from engineering 
and siting issues, but sug-
gested in the work session that 
any increases likely would not 
surpass 15 percent of the most 
recent cost estimate or an addi-
tional $1 million.
 “Even if it’s 15 percent more 
above what’s been budgeted, 
that’s like $1 million, and that’s 
not an insurmountable number,” 
he said at the meeting. “The cur-
rent funding number is working 
perfectly fine. … But if it came 
in a little bit high, then we didn’t 
want to judge one way or anoth-
er, so we wanted to flag this for 
council that it is an unknown.” 
 The uncertainty rankled city 
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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~ labrador retriever Mix ~
Meet 2 year old Guy, who is ready to go! 

Anywhere with you, is where he wants to be. 
Affectionate and handsome, Guy makes  

friends everywhere he goes;  he especially 
loves to go for walks.

For FurtHer iNForMatioN about tHe 
Care oF labS, pleaSe CoNtaCt tHe 

SHelter at 703-746-4774 and tour  
www.alexandriaanimals.org. 

tHaNK You

It’s a fairly small scope square 
footage-wise, but this project was 

established in 2007 or 2008. It’s been a 
long time that it’s been on the books, and 
as the project extended and was pushed 
back to align with the school project, it 
did not update its actual costs.”

– Morgan Routt, Director of management and 
budget, City of Alexandria

FILE PHOTO

The proposed new Patrick Henry Recreation Center remains a sore point for city councilors as they work 
on the city’s proposed 10-year capital budget. The rec center rebuild was approved in July last year, but 
its cost for fiscal 2018 has still not been determined.
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does not restrict kids from 
learning and growing, and 
I’m hoping that as people see 
and hear this story, the ex-
pectations for kids in poverty 
and minorities are raised to 
the level that they can achieve 
like everybody else.”
 A big point of emphasis at 
Cora Kelly is individualizing 
the learning of every student, 
so that they take responsibil-
ity and have a say in their ed-
ucation. Davis said it enables 
faculty to see the weaknesses 
of every student and where 
they need extra work, and 
it has enabled the school to 
make big strides. The 2014-
15 academic year was the 
fourth in a row in which Cora 
Kelly met every federal and 
state educational benchmark.
 “What we’ve done is being 
very intentional about what 
we do in that everything we 
do is focused on getting the 
students to college or some-
thing beyond high school,” 

Davis said. “Every moment 
of every day is built around 
that belief that we have to 
put things in place for them 
to make sure they get to the 
next level. We don’t do a lot 
of things that are not focused 
on the next level. We prog-
ress monitor every child as 
an individual to make sure 

that they’re making progress 
and doing well.”
 Within that individual-
ized learning, students and 
teachers follow the Play-Do-
Study-Act model for learn-
ing, principals that take their 
lead from the Malcolm Bal-

DAVIS               FROM | 1

SEE DAVIS | 10

COURTESY PHOTO 
Brandon Davis listens to testimonials from Cora Kelly students dur-
ing the ceremony presenting him with the Virginia Distinguished 
Principal of the Year award. The school where Davis is principal has 
87 percent of students on free or reduced lunch, but saw dramatic 
increases in pass rates in the 2014-15 Standards of Learning tests.

Spring ClearanCe

POMPANOOSUC MILLS
fine Vermont-made furniture since 1973

v i s i t  yo u r lo c a l s h ow ro o m o r b row s e p o m p y.c o m

70%
off

up 
to

f l o o r

                     m
o d e l s

ALEXANDRIA, VA • 795 DUKE STREET • 571.321.7495 • POMPY.COM

April 8 & 9
AHS memberS-only morning 

(with current membership card) 
Friday, April 8, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
 

  Public SAle
Friday, April 8,  

12 p.m.– 6 p.m. 

Saturday, April 9,  
10 a.m.–6 p.m. 

for more 
informAtion

visit www.ahs.org or  
call (703) 768-5700 

The American Horticultural Society’s

Spring 
Garden
Market 

Shop for plants while enjoying food, 
art, and much more!

at River Farm • Alexandria, Virginia

ONLINE all the time:
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804-994-2800 Caroline County, VA 
VirginiaHorseFestival.com

April 1-3, 2016 
at The Meadow  

Event Park

Virginia Horse Festival

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Open 7 Days

a Week

BABY POWDER
OR OTHER TALCUM POWDER LINKED TO

Long-term use of baby/talcum powder is linked to 
ovarian cancer. If you or a loved one suffered from 
ovarian cancer after using Johnson’s Baby Powder, 
Shower to Shower or other talcum powder, you may be 
entitled to substantial compensation. Call us at 
1-800-THE-EAGLE now. No fees or costs until your 
case is settled or won. We practice law only in 
Arizona,Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

OVARIAN CANCER

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

800-772-0704

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon
Some Restrictions Apply

Serving you since 1972

WET BASEMENT???
CRACKED WALLS???

FREE ESTIMATES

BANKRUPTCY SALE
(Subject to Bankruptcy Court Approval)

KEEN-SUMMIT CAPITAL PARTNERS LLC 
(646) 381-9222  •  Keen-Summit.com

2 New Assisted Living Facilities in 
Richmond & Williamsburg,  VA

Offer Deadline:  4/27/16 
Stalking-Horse Offers Now Being Considered

10601 Barbara Lane, Richmond 
1807 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg
n Brand new state-of-the-art facilities
n 28,620 sf / 48 units per facility
n Standard unit avg. approx. 249 sf

SEE MGM | 25

$200,000 proposed to be fund-
ed from the fiscal 2017 capital 
budget and $90,000 from the 
city’s operating budget. The re-
port prepared by the task force 
also includes other recommen-
dations like hanging the city’s 
holiday lights on King Street 
differently and providing com-
munication and information to 
help residents and businesses 
understand the project.
 The $1.3 billion casino is set 
to also include a luxury hotel, 
restaurants, retail, a spa and a 
3,000-seat entertainment venue, 
adding to the burgeoning Na-
tional Harbor landscape that in-
cludes the Gaylord National Re-
sort and Convention Center and 
the Tanger Outlet retail space.
 National Harbor coming on-
line in 2008 prompted a similar 
task force in the Port City, and 
one of its recommendations that 
has been revived is a revamp of 
the marina, which officials said 
served as an important gateway 
to Alexandria.
 “This [marina refresh] was 
critical to making sure our first im-
pression was a good one, and was 
our highest aesthetic priority,” said 
Patricia Washington, president and 
CEO of Visit Alexandria. 
 That refresh is proposed to 
cost $45,000 from the city’s op-
erating budget, and prompted a 
discussion among city council-
ors about regulation of enter-
tainment on the waterfront and 
the nearby blocks of King Street. 
 Currently, there are virtually 
no regulations governing street 
performers, except that anyone 

wishing to play amplified mu-
sic must obtain a permit. May-
or Allison Silberberg said that 
artists showed entrepreneurial 
spirit by placing themselves 
there, but City Councilor Paul 
Smedberg bemoaned what he 
described as a “free-for-all” for 
space and loose change.
 “It’s one thing being entre-
preneurial, but there has to be 
some kind of regulation or stan-
dard there because it’s out of 
control,” he said.
 Deputy City Manager Emily 
Baker, a member of the task force, 
said that regulations would be ex-
amined in the future, and that the 
public programming aspect re-
ferred to city-managed projects 
like art displays and historical re-
enactments among others. Wash-
ington pointed to a replica of the 
Marquis de Lafayette’s ship the 
L’Hermione docking at the water-
front last June as an example of 
city-managed cultural program-
ming that worked well in that area.
 City Councilor Del Pepper 

spoke of her desire to see the 
city’s holiday lights along King 
Street between the Metro sta-
tion and the waterfront be more 
or less permanent as a way to 
welcome visitors and encourage 
business. The lights were slated 
for removal Thursday.
 “It would be nice to have them 
all year long, because they’re our 
statement that we’re open for busi-
ness all year long,” she said.
 Silberberg agreed, but City 
Manager Mark Jinks noted what 
could be a prohibitive cost for 
keeping them up year-round. 
Jinks said it would cost approxi-
mately $4,000 a month to light 
them, then maintenance costing 
$100,000 or more would be re-
quired to re-string them, a pro-
cess that would have to happen 
more than once a year. 
 Re-stringing is required as the 
lights and wires can be damaged 
by tree branches and the wind, 
which can prevent the bulbs from 

FILE PHOTO
The $1.3 billion MGM National Harbor will 
open late this year, and the city task force’s re-
port proposes a number of things the city can 
do to take advantage, including improving city 
signage and refreshing the waterfront marina.

There are clear opportunities for 
Alexandria to benefit from this change 

through increased employment for our 
residents and increased business activity 
resulting from new visitor volume. …At the 
same time, Alexandria should also recognize 
some potential adverse impacts associated 
with the opening of the resort including 
increased competition, wage pressure and 
social impacts of gambling.”

- MGM Readiness Task Force report, January 5, 2016
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 Two of the best loved places 
to eat in Alexandria, Fontaine 
Caffe and Creperie and Le Ref-
uge, came about thanks to the 
dedication, diligence and un-
wavering pursuit of a dream by 
their respective owners. Resi-
dents and tourists alike rave 
about these two establishments.
 Fontaine Caffe and Creperie 
is the culmination of years of 
work by owner and chef Kyong 
Yi to open her own restaurant. 
Nine years ago, Yi and her sister 
found a brick rowhouse at 119 S. 
Royal St. that was exactly what 
they were looking for. Together, 
they transformed the dwelling 
into a cozy, quaint cafe with a 
European feel. The setting is per-
fect for quiet conversations while 
enjoying a scrumptious meal.
 Although Yi received her for-
mal training from the California 
Culinary Academy in San Fran-

cisco, she began cooking for her 
parents, who both worked full 
time, and six siblings at the age 
of 12. The family raised organic 
vegetables in their backyard and 
Yi incorporated those into her 
family meals.
 Yi’s mom was her first cook-
ing teacher and stressed from a 
young age that “people can taste 
the effort no matter how simple 
the meal. Food is meant to be 
enjoyed.” Yi’s mother also en-
couraged her to always sample 
the fare she was serving, and 
“never take food for granted.”
 After graduating from the 
California Culinary Academy, 
Yi worked at some of D.C.’s 
most outstanding restaurants, 
including Teatro Goldoni, Gali-
leo, the Ritz-Carlton and So-
dexho Marriott at the National 
Geographic Society.
 Now at Fontaine, Yi embrac-

es the lessons of her mother and 
her professional training. She 
and her staff strive to ensure 
that every patron has a fabulous 
experience. Her personal goal is 
to serve the best crepes the D.C. 
area has to offer, using French 
traditions in an inviting and 
friendly atmosphere.
 Just a few blocks away is one 
of Alexandria’s most popular 
dining spots according to Trip 
Advisor: Le Refuge. Le Ref-
uge is owned and run by Jean 
Francois Chaufour. Although 
Chaufour is the head chef, his 
son-in-law, Hugh Fegnan, has 
taken the helm in the Le Refuge 
kitchen. Meanwhile, the service, 
wine, ambience and overall din-
ing experience is overseen by 
Chaufour’s daughter, Anne 
Claire. This tight family team is 
passionate about providing ex-
cellent French country cuisine 

and ensuring guests savor their 
dining experience.
 For Chaufour, Le Refuge is a 
dream come true. Born in Beau-
gency, in the Loire Valley of 
France, Chaufour started off as 
a waiter in D.C. when he came 
to the U.S. in 1976. His late wife 
Francoise also worked as a wait-
ress while they pursued their goal 
of opening their own restaurant.
 After seven years of hard 
work and saving, they opened 
Le Refuge in September 1983 
at 127 N. Washington St. This 
cozy restaurant has been a prime 
dining spot ever since, not only 
with locals but also with deni-
zens of the entire region.
 Try these two fabulous 
French restaurants in Old 
Town and learn firsthand why 
everyone benefits from Yi and 
Chaufour successfully pursu-
ing their dreams.

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Call for catering.

Enjoy music by Simonne 

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

Sunday – Wednesday evenings, dine-in only

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Your choice of 2 entrees and 1 bottle  
of red or white wine selected by the house

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

$18.95

Special Dinner
for Two $34

Open Christmas Day

A special advertising feature 
of the Alexandria  TimesLet’s Eat

Two French fixtures in the heart of Old Town
Coming Soon 

RENEE’S 
REAL ESTATE 
CORNER  

Old Town Historic District 
400 King Street 

Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

154 Woodthrush Wy 
Linden, Virginia 

We had a fun Easter Sunday 
wearing our Madhatter   
bonnets and visiting our 
Mommy's new listing on      
Blue Mountain near Linden, 
Virginia. 
 

We roamed the lush 1.3 acre 
property for hours,  and 
sunned and napped on the 
huge deck off the living room.  
The weather was much too 
nice outdoors to sleep in the 
bedroom or upper loft.                 
And much too warm for the 
fireplace.  But we did run 
around and play in the                
oversized three bay garage. 
 

Please call Renee for more 
information on this rare             
opportunity to own a                
mountain getaway in the 
$140s.  

Renee Reymond 
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer 

703.507.5330 
renee.reymond@LNF.com 
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2175 Potomac River Blvd., Potomac Shores, VA 22026

PotomacShores.com

Features and products vary by community. Price, offers, fi nancing 
 and availability are subject to change without notice.

Unplugging and heading outside to play. It’s one 
of the best things about life at Potomac Shores, 
the new-home community just 30 miles from DC. 
Come discover award-winning homes, exciting 
family-friendly amenities, and the unbridled sense 
of discovery and adventure that awaits amidst some 
of Northern Virginia’s most scenic natural beauty. 

Recreation Center with Swimming Pools (2016)

VRE Train Stop (2017)

On-Site Elementary School (2017)

Hiking & Biking Trails

Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course and Clubhouse 

30 Miles from DC with Two Miles of Shoreline

CALL OR VISIT THE GREETING HOUSE:
855-808-6051

Homes from the upper $400s
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

councilors, who just last year 
bemoaned what they described 
as a difficult and disconnected 
process. The school construc-
tion project was evaluated by 
the Alexandria City School 
Board, while the recreation 
center was judged separately 

by city council. Councilors ar-
gued last June that the projects 
should have been combined 
and judged as a whole.
 City Councilor Paul Smed-
berg was particularly pointed 
in his critique of including a 
placeholder in the budget pro-
posal.
 “In all the time that’s 

passed with this project, 
shouldn’t we have a much bet-
ter sense of where we are with 
this now?” Smedberg asked. “I 
mean, we’re talking $1 million 
or 2 [million], but with all of 
the challenges that are before 
us, that’s a lot. To have that 
amount of money dangling out 
there right now, that really isn’t 

right at this stage.”
 Routt responded by stress-
ing that staff is confident any 
cost increases would not sur-
pass the $1 million figure.
 “We’ve done some work 
on the early concept to sort of 
understand, from a siting posi-
tion, where to go next,” he said. 
“While we still have some un-
resolved matters … we’re talk-
ing an increase probably in the 
10 to 15 percent range.
 “It’s a fairly small scope 
square footage-wise, but this 
project was established in 2007 
or 2008. It’s been a long time 
that it’s been on the books, and 
as the project extended and 
was pushed back to align with 

the school project, it did not 
update its actual costs.”
 “Why?” Smedberg asked.
 “It wasn’t determined if 
there would be an impact on 
the school project,” Routt said. 
“We didn’t know what kind of 
efficiencies might occur.”
 “With so many unknowns, 
you start to make assumptions 
on top of assumptions,” anoth-
er staffer said. “At that point, 
there’s no good way to change 
the number until we get more 
information.”
 Routt said staff hopes to 
have better information on the 
project’s total cost by the sum-
mer, albeit after city council is 
required to approve the budget.

dridge Education Criteria 
for Performance Excellence, 
created in 1987. Named for 
the former U.S. secretary 
of commerce and originally 
pioneered to help business 
and industry, the educational 
model has each student in-
volved in goal-setting and 
strategizing to improve aca-
demically.
 “[Students and teachers] 
come up with a strategic goal 
for the year in reading and 
math generally, and with that 
each unit or each week or each 
lesson, they sit down and talk 
with the kids about the goal 
for lessons and they talk about 
what the plan is and talk about 
what they’re going to do, then 
study the results and go back 
and tweak whatever they need 
to do from there,” Davis said. 
“It’s a continuous improve-
ment model. How are we go-
ing to get there, plan out how 
we’re going to get there, the 
steps that we’re going to take 
to get there?”
 In addition, Cora Kelly has 
made use of inquiry-based 
learning, especially in science. 
The laboratories at the school 
help students learn through 
hands-on activities, while an 
outdoor classroom called The 
Habitat helps implement les-
sons that touch multiple parts 
of the curriculum. Davis said 

inquiry-based learning has 
other benefits, too.
 “It’s useful to see the kids 
have hands-on and it helps 
to build the language back-
ground too and their vocabu-
lary,” he said. “It is kind of 
challenging as far as imple-
menting it as much as we 
would want. Inquiry-based in-
struction takes a lot more time 
than explicit instruction, but it 
also requires a lot more back-
ground knowledge, so we try 
to mix between. Some kids 
need to see it, some kids need 
to actually have hands-on in-
stead of just verbally talking 
about everything, actually en-
gage in things.”
 As for the future, Davis 
said he and his colleagues 
will continue to stay focused 
on their overall goal of hav-
ing every student stay in edu-
cation past high school. 
 Schools officials were ful-
some in their praise of the 
progress that has already 
been made at Cora Kelly.
 “Mr. Davis’ leadership has 
contributed to Cora Kelly be-
ing a high-performing school 
by every measure,” said Lisa 
Piehota, executive director of 
elementary school instruc-
tion, at the ceremony. “Mr. 
Davis deserves the credit for 
the commitment, dedication 
and hard work of his team 
and the results that have been 
achieved.”

DAVIS              FROM | 6
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City’s tourism authority to 
begin training event planners 
on health care regulations
BY CHRIS TEALE

 With more than 50 health 
care associations already based 
in Alexandria and the National 
Science Foundation set to open 
its new headquarters next year, 
officials with the city’s tour-
ism authority Visit Alexandria 
believe the time is right to take 
advantage and welcome more 
medical and health care meetings 
to the Port City.
 To help local restaurants, 
hotels and meeting planners 
across the city, Visit Alexan-
dria is offering training for sup-
pliers to earn Meeting Profes-
sionals International’s Health 
care Meeting Compliance 
Certificate. The training will 
include presentations on com-
pliance regulations, reporting 
requirements and techniques 
for managing healthcare meet-
ings. Officials said Alexandria 
is among the first mid-size cit-
ies to offer the training.
 The first four-hour course 
is scheduled for April 7 at the 
Hilton in Old Town, and will be 
led by Pat Schaumann, director 
of professional development for 
the health care sector of MPI 
Academy, the organization’s 
educational arm. Registration 
costs $399 for attendees and in-
cludes lunch followed by a tour 
of city hotels and a reception 
and graduation ceremony at Ho-
tel Monaco.
 Visit Alexandria officials, 
as part of the organization’s 
“Meetings Made Extraordi-
nary” campaign to bring more 
meetings to the city, see it as a 
key opportunity given the lo-
cation and services on offer.
 “We feel that because of Al-
exandria and all the amenities 
that we have, we have everything 

that these medical meeting plan-
ners are looking for,” said Lor-
raine Lloyd, senior vice president 
of sales at Visit Alexandria. “We 
have the perfect destination, we 
have the perfect hotels, we’ve got 
the location, we have the ameni-
ties and everything that these 
planners are looking for. It’s an 
ideal city for these small to mid-
sized medical meetings.”
 The certification came into 
being after the passage of the Phy-
sician Payments Sunshine Act by 
Congress in 2010. The law looks 
to increase the transparency of 
financial transactions and rela-
tionships between health care 
providers and pharmaceutical 
manufacturers by having certain 
payments and items of value giv-
en to physicians and teaching hos-
pitals reported to the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services.
 As such, those who plan and 

Visit Alexandria launches 
new medical meetings 
compliance initiative

Visit your neighborhood branch today!   
burkeandherbertbank.com  !  703-684-1655 
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 COURTESY PHOTO 
The city’s tourism authority Visit Alexandria is launching an initiative to encourage more medical meet-
ings in Alexandria by offering a one-day compliance certificate program to hotels, restaurants and meet-
ing planners. The Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum (left) is just one way in which health care and 
meeting professionals will be able to engage with history.

 That all really 
adds to the 

whole destination 
and the whole 
draw to come to 
Alexandria. To take 
these pharmaceutical 
companies up to the 
Apothecary that has 
the same herbs that 
were there back in 
the 1700s and 1800s 
is just phenomenal.” 
-Lorraine Lloyd, Senior VP 

of sales, Visit Alexandria
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fessionals must balance unprec-
edented changes and demands 
on understanding the global 
impact of healthcare compli-
ance,” said Schaumann in a 
statement. “They must tackle 
tough regulations, adjust and 
readjust priorities while keep-
ing one eye on the short term 
and the other on long-term sur-
vival — a tough job without a 
continuing flow of knowledge. 
It is imperative to stay educated 
on globally regulatory topics 
through opportunities such as 
earning your HMCC.”
 The health care meetings 
industry has become increas-
ingly lucrative across the coun-
try, with over one million set to 
be hosted nationwide this year. 
Officials pointed to the exam-
ple of San Diego, which while a 
larger city with more amenities 
than Alexandria, nonetheless 
pulled in $425 million in eco-
nomic impact from its 15 health 
care meetings in 2014.
 “It can have a big [economic] 
impact,” said Lloyd. “Obviously 
we don’t have the center and 
the facilities [like San Diego] 
for that scope, but we’ve got the 
four-star boutique hotels that 
satisfy the smaller meetings and 
then we’ve got the more busi-
ness-type properties like Hilton 
and Best Western that would 
work with the midsize groups.”
 “Alexandria is the perfect 
destination for those small to 

midsize healthcare meetings 
looking for a new destination,” 
said Jacqueline Beaulieu, exec-
utive director of health care ed-
ucation and events at Worces-
ter, Mass.-based marketing 
firm BlueHive, in a statement. 
“The history of Alexandria 
alone is fascinating and lends 
itself to having a memorable 
meeting, but the location — 
smack dab in the middle of 
pharma alley on the East Coast 
and home to the highest num-
ber of health care associations 
in the surrounding area — is a 
conversation starter.”
 Already signed up for the 
course on April 7 are Visit Al-
exandria’s hotel and hospitality 
partners, including restaurants 
that might service industry pro-
fessionals and meeting attendees.
 Both Lloyd and New-
ton said that the city’s long 

heritage of providing health 
care — captured in PBS’ re-
cent Civil War drama “Mercy 
Street” — stands it in good 
stead for this new campaign, 
especially as it looks ahead to 
a bright new future. 
 The Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum and the 
Inventors’ Hall of Fame at the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office are just two ways that 
Visit Alexandria is looking 
to history to engage with its 
audience of health care and 
meeting professionals.
 “That all really adds to 
the whole destination and the 
whole draw to come to Alex-
andria,” said Lloyd. “To take 
these pharmaceutical compa-
nies up to the Apothecary that 
has the same herbs that were 
there back in the 1700s and 
1800s is just phenomenal.”

put on meetings involving rep-
resentatives from the likes of 
medical associations, pharma-
ceutical associations, biotech 
and medical device companies 
must ensure they are within the 
compliance laws and that no 
fraudulent activity is occurring. 

Brooke Newton, sales manager 
at Visit Alexandria, said that 
the course requires active par-
ticipation from attendees to 
earn the certificate, while there 
are opportunities to continue 
education afterwards in keep-
ing with ever-changing health 
care compliance laws.
 “Health care meeting pro-

3912 Elbert Avenue, Suite 108, 
Alexandria, VA 22305 | 703-549-4407 

                                          will provide a 6-week summer 
enrichment program for homeless and low income youth in 
Alexandria. Also, thanks to our partnership with the Alexandria 
Animal Welfare League, 20 children in our program will have 
the opportunity to attend the animal shelter camp.
Please consider making a donation to provide an enriching 
summer for a disadvantaged child.
Go to www.communitylodgings.org to make a donation today!

The Finishing school

609 Park Avenue Suite #101 Falls Church, Virginia 22046
Contact: madison@thefinishingschoolva.com

www.thefinishingschoolva.com • 801-664-4108

The Finishing School

est

1981

Looking for a Great Summer Camp?

The Finishing school 
has the perfect solution for you!

In the heart 
of NOVA, the 

Finishing School 
provides an 
outstanding 
environment 
for learning

homemaking 
skills.

Many children, 
as well as adults, 

have been 
privileged to 

receive instruction 
at The Finishing 
School, located 
in Falls Church, 

Virginia.

Classes for kids are offered year-round after school 
and on Saturday mornings. Contact us today!

Ten-week-long Summer Session
From mid-June through mid-August.

Weekly Summer Camps
Five days a week during this time. 

Adult Sewing Classes Too
From beginning to advanced levels.
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CAMPS

 Alexandria is the perfect destination for 
those small to midsize healthcare meet-

ings looking for a new destination. The history 
of Alexandria alone is fascinating and lends 
itself to having a memorable meeting, but the 
location — smack dab in the middle of pharma 
alley on the East Coast and home to the highest 
number of health care associations in the 
surrounding area — is a conversation starter.”

- Jacqueline Beaulieu, Executive director of 
education and events, BlueHive

 PHOTO/CHRIS CRAIG 
The Health care Meeting Compliance Certificate 
is offered by Meeting Professionals Internation-
al, with the first training program offered April 7 
at the Hilton Old Town. The meeting’s proximity 
to the National Inventors Hall of Fame (above) 
located within the Patent Trade Office nearby is 
an added benefit to attendees.
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Visit www.AlexPYC.org or
contact Sergeant Marcus Downey at
571-221-4828 for more information.

The Alexandria Police
Youth Camp is accepting  
applications for our summer program.

Voted best non-profit for three years in a row! (2013, 2014 & 2015) 
*** by Alexandria Times Readers ***

The Alexandria Police  
Youth Camp is accepting  
applications for our summer program.

Visit www.AlexPYC.org or  
contact Officer Marcus Downey at  
571-221-4828 for more information.

20                       15  Readers' Choice  

Winner 

3 
years

in a roW!

ơƒBest
ALEXANDRIA

Readers’ Choice20 14

alexandria Police
youth Camp

3600 Wheeler Ave. / 703.746.4444
www.alexpyc.com

Best nonprofit
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This camp, for preschoolers, offers a summer experience closely aligned 
with BHCP’s Reggio Emilia educational philosophy. Campers will enjoy 
BHCP’s unique natural playground with an emphasis on outdoor explo-
ration, indoor small and large group activities with high quality materials 
and activity choices and free-play time in our beautiful and inspiring 
classrooms. Camp books up quickly, send in your registration form today!
For more info go to www.bhcpnet.org. Click on Summer Camp.

Registration
is now open to
non-students!
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BHCP
B E V E R L E Y  H I L L S  C H U R C H  P R E S C H O O L

Come join us for Camp Carlyle  
where you will spend a week at the Carlyle 
House immersing yourself in the past!  
This program is a week long Summer Camp, 
intended for boys and girls entering grades 
2 through 7 in the fall of 2015. Participants 
will have the opportunity to learn about 18th 
century games, clothing, schooling, culinary 
techniques, trade and money, and city life. 

Do you love history?

2016 CAMP CARLYLE SESSIONS*
July 11-15  |  July 25-29  |  August 8-12

Please visit www.novadaycamps.com to register.

Each camp session will take place from 9:00-4:00 every day. 
The cost of the program is $300 per child in district, and 
$350 per child out-of-district. (Districts include City of  
Alexandria, Arlington County, Fairfax City, Fairfax County, 
Falls Church and Loudoun County. If you have any questions 
contact Camp Manager Vanessa Herndon at 703-549-2997, 
or vherndon@nvrpa.org. *Scholarships available.

*NEW* MINI CAMP CARLYLE 
(Rising K-2nd graders)  |  July 18-22

The
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www.encorestage.org(703) 548-1154 

Arlin
gton, VA

AGES 4-15
Join
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r
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Save $25 on camps held at Fairlington Community Center with code ALEXTIMES

2016 Camp & Enrichment DIRECTORYALEXANDRIA TIMES

There is still time 
to advertise in  

the Alexandria Times 
2016 camp directory.

Call 703-739-0001
or email sales@ 
alextimes.com

Alexandria Police Youth Camp YMCA/Camp Kekoka www.alexpyc.org

Arts Adventure Camp by Creative Cauldron 410 S. Maple Ave., Falls Church, VA 22046 www.creativecauldron.org

Bishop Ireton Sports Camp 201 Cambridge Road, Alexandria, VA 22314 www.bishopireton.org

Beverley Hills Church Preschool 3512 Old Dominion Blvd., Alexandria, VA 22305 www.bhcpnet.org

Carlyle House 121 N. Fairfax St., Alexandria, VA 22314 www.novadaycamps.com

Educational Theatre Company Fairlington Community Center 
3308 S Stafford St, Arlington, VA 22206 www.educationaltheatrecompany.org

Encore Stage & Studio 4000 Lorcom Lane, Arlington, VA 22207 www.encorestage.org

George Mason Game & Technology Academy 4400 University Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030 www.potomacacademy.gmu.edu

Jane Franklin Dance 3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206 www.janefranklin.com

Little Theatre of Alexandria 600 Wolfe St., Alexandria, VA 22314 www.thelittletheatre.com

Mad Science Multiple Alexandria and NoVa locations www.madscience.org

Mt Vernon Community Children’s Theatre 1900 Elkin St., Alexandria, VA 22308 www.mvcct.org

Mount Vernon History Camp Mount Vernon Estate  
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Hwy www.mountvernon.org/camp
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Register Now! 703-683-5778 ext.2

Join us at our beautiful Old Town theater, where we offer the best in theater 
education for children ages three through 18. Now in its eighth year, LTA is the 
premier Alexandria location for summer fun and drama! Featuring fantastic teachers
that include RADA-trained television personality Heather Sanderson; Screen 
Actors Guild member and radio/television voiceover actress Roberta Masters-
Cullen, popular children’s vocal instructor Linda Wells; veteran acting teacher
Kathy Dillaber; experienced director, actor and improv instructor John Waldron; and
choreographer, acting and musical theater instructor, and camp director Michael Page.

The Little Theatre of Alexandria • 600 Wolfe Street • Alexandria, VA 22314
Michael Page, Camp Director • Roland Gomez, Governor of Education

We have something for everyone! Highlights include:

Please visit our website at www.thelittletheatre.com and click on “Education” 
to see detailed camp descriptions and dates, instructor bios, and registration 
information or call the business office at 703-683-5778, extension 2. Camps 

run from June 6 through September 2. Camps fill up fast, so don’t delay.

HHHHHHHHHHHThe Little Theatre ofAlexandria HHHHHHHHHHH

SUMMERTHEATRECAMPSSUMMERTHEATRECAMPS

Preschool (Ages 3 – 5)
Drama Tots • Musical Tots

K – 2nd Grades
Little Stars: The Play’s the Thing
Little Stars: Musical Theater

3rd – 5th Grades
Act Out Loud!
Dance Your Shoes Off
Dr. Seuss World
Film Favorites
Heroes and Villains
From Screen to Stage
Live from LTA: It’s Friday Afternoon
Musical Theatre Madness
Mystery Improv
Shining Stars: Musical Theatre
Sing and Dance on Stage

3rd – 8th Grades
Singing for Musical Theater

6th – 8th Grades
Act Out The Song: Devised Theater
Creating A Story: Write/Act in a Play
Rising Stars: Musical Theatre
Scripts on Stage
Show Tunes: Sing and Dance
Skits, Scenes, and In-betweens
So You Want To Dance On Broadway
The Bard Meets Broadway!
Triple Threat Musical Theater

K – 5th Grades
Frozen Camp!

K – 8th Grades
Performer’s Playground: 

Roundabout Theatre

2016 Camp & Enrichment DIRECTORY

You leave behind a rich legacy of accomplishments in academics, 
community service, performing arts, and athletics.   

The 203 members of your class have been  
awarded over $6.5 million in scholarships!

We are very proud of you.  We pray that you continue to 
“Live Jesus” throughout your lives.

Principal Tim Hamer ’78 and the Bishop Ireton Faculty and Staff
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Girls’ Camps
Basketball (2 sessions)
Lacrosse (1 session)
Volleyball (2 sessions)

Co-ed Camps
Theater (2 sessions)
Soccer (4 sessions)

Boys’ Camps
Baseball (1 session)
Basketball (2 sessions)
Lacrosse (2 sessions)

Bishop Ireton High School will offer  
the following camps this summer at  
our campus in Alexandria.  
Camps available for grades 1 — 12!

To receive a brochure please email  
Peter Hamer, Summer Camps  

Director at: hamerp@bishopireton.org

Don’t delay, sign up today!

Bishop Ireton
High School

join the fun this summer!

Cardinal Camps - Summer 2016

Register online:
www.bishopireton.org

Bishop Ireton High School  
will offer the following camps 
this summer, at our campus 
in Alexandria. 
Camps available for grades 1-12! 

Bishop Ireton
High School 

Register online: 
www.bishopireton.org
To receive a brochure please email 
Pete Hamer, Summer Camps Director 
at: hamerp@bishopireton.org

GIRLS’ CAMPS 
Basketaball (2 sessions)
Lacrosse (1 session)
Volleyball (2 sessions)

CO-ED CAMPS 
Theater (2 session)
Soccer (4 sessions)

BOYS’ CAMPS 
Baseball (1 session)
Basketball (2 session)
Lacross (3 sessions)

Don’t delay, sign up today! 

JOIN THE FUN THIS SUMMER!

     Cardinal Camps             Summer 2016 

Alexandria Police Youth Camp YMCA/Camp Kekoka www.alexpyc.org

Arts Adventure Camp by Creative Cauldron 410 S. Maple Ave., Falls Church, VA 22046 www.creativecauldron.org

Bishop Ireton Sports Camp 201 Cambridge Road, Alexandria, VA 22314 www.bishopireton.org

Beverley Hills Church Preschool 3512 Old Dominion Blvd., Alexandria, VA 22305 www.bhcpnet.org

Carlyle House 121 N. Fairfax St., Alexandria, VA 22314 www.novadaycamps.com

Educational Theatre Company Fairlington Community Center 
3308 S Stafford St, Arlington, VA 22206 www.educationaltheatrecompany.org

Encore Stage & Studio 4000 Lorcom Lane, Arlington, VA 22207 www.encorestage.org

George Mason Game & Technology Academy 4400 University Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030 www.potomacacademy.gmu.edu

Jane Franklin Dance 3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206 www.janefranklin.com

Little Theatre of Alexandria 600 Wolfe St., Alexandria, VA 22314 www.thelittletheatre.com

Mad Science Multiple Alexandria and NoVa locations www.madscience.org

Mt Vernon Community Children’s Theatre 1900 Elkin St., Alexandria, VA 22308 www.mvcct.org

Mount Vernon History Camp Mount Vernon Estate  
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Hwy www.mountvernon.org/camp
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Burgundy Farm Country Day School
703.329.6968 • www.burgundyfarm.org

www.facebook.com/burgundyfarm

Discover Burgundy
Discover our one-of-a-kind  

learning environment
for students in Junior Kindergarten 

through 8th grade.

Space is still available in this fall’s  
Junior Kindergarten class for four-year-olds. 

You are invited to a Junior Kindergarten tour!

Wednesday, April 6, 10-11:30 a.m.

Call 703.329.6968 to RSVP. Children welcome.
If you’re interested but unable to attend,  

please call to schedule a visit.

SSSAS boys lacrosse 
shakes off first loss to 
beat Coronado 11-4, 
moves to 6-1 overall
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Before the St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes boys lacrosse 
team’s game Tuesday at home 
against Coronado High School 
of California, head coach 
Andy Taibl told his players not 
to take the opportunity to play 
a team from 2,500 miles away 
for granted.
 Coming off their first loss 

of the season at Haverford 
School of Pennsylvania on 
March 23 and with Interstate 
Athletic Conference play just 
around the corner, the Saints 
needed to get back in the win 
column against a team that en-
tered with a 6-1 record overall.
 What followed was a strong 
performance from the hosts at 
Kelleher Field, as SSSAS won 
11-4 to move to 6-1 overall in 
its first game back since spring 
break. The players saw it as an 
opportunity not only to win on 
the field, but help the expan-

sion of the sport of lacrosse.
 “When I was little, it was 
pretty much an East Coast 
sport, but this really shows 
the growth of [lacrosse] as a 
whole,” said senior attacker 
Chase Goree. “It’s bigger 
than ourselves. The game as 
a whole, we really want to do 
our part to spread the game be-
cause we all love playing.”
 The home side got off to 
a fast start, as senior attacker 
Zach Miller scored just 49 sec-
onds after the start of the first 
quarter. The start of the sec-
ond quarter began in a similar 
vein. With the Saints up 4-2, 
Wade Shervin and Goree tal-
lied a goal apiece in the space 
of just over a minute to put the 
hosts way ahead at 6-2.
 “[An early goal] gets the 
momentum on your side,” 
said Taibl. “I thought that cer-
tainly helped us and gave us 
some confidence again com-
ing after a loss, you’re always 
worried where their heads are 
going to be and what kind of 
confidence they’re going to 
play with. I think all of that 
definitely helped. A quick 

start definitely aided us in 
getting rolling.”
 Goree led the way for the 
Saints’ offense with three goals, 
while Shervin, Matthew Fisher 
and Ben Martin tallied two 
apiece. Miller and sophomore 
midfielder Jack Wood added 
another goal each. The hosts en-
joyed the majority of the posses-
sion, and the players said they 
looked to be patient around the 
attack area and create openings 
rather than force anything.
 “The past couple of games, 
we’ve been shooting off initiat-
ing dodges, not waiting for the 
best shot to open up,” Goree 
said. “Today, I feel like we re-
ally moved the ball around the 
horn, waited for the best shot 
to open up, a lot of skip passes, 
beat our man one-on-one, and 
we finished when we got the 
chance to.”
 Defensively, the Saints 
looked impressive on the back 
of several solid saves by senior 
goalkeeper Justin Alexandre. 
Both the defenders and mid-
fielders managed to stifle an 
athletic Islanders team with 
physicality and good move-

ment, and allowed the offense 
to spring several swift coun-
ter-attacks.
 “They have some very good 
athletes and kids who can really 
play, so obviously our focus de-
fensively was making sure that 
we keep those guys in check,” 
Taibl said. “As a group, for the 
most part this year we’ve re-
ally done a pretty good job on 
team defense. There are some 
aspects that we definitely need 
to get better, but only giving up 
four goals is something you’re 
going to be pleased with as a 
coach any time.”
 The Saints had begun the 
2016 spring season by reeling 
off five straight wins, includ-
ing one-goal margins away 
against Episcopal Academy 
of Pennsylvania and Norfolk 
Academy. With a roster laden 
with seniors, expectations are 
high for SSSAS, which took 
plenty of lessons from the loss 
at Haverford.
 “Any time you lose, it hum-
bles you, and so you hope your 
kids then respond the right way 
from that,” said Taibl. “I’ve al-
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SPORTS
Saints continue hot start to season

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes attacker Chase Goree gets off a pass in the Saints’ 11-4 win against Coro-
nado Tuesday. Goree had four goals for SSSAS, which improved to 6-1 overall with the win.
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ways been a firm believer that 
you learn more from a loss than 
you do a win, so while anybody 
who’s competitive never wants 
to lose, there are a lot of posi-
tives you can take from it if you 
take the right approach.”
 In the coming weeks, the 
Saints face numerous big chal-
lenges. Before the start of IAC 
play, SSSAS will face 2015 

Virginia Independent Schools 
Athletic Association tourna-
ment finalists St. Anne’s-
Belfield and St. Christopher’s 
in the space of two days, then 
kick off the IAC regular sea-
son at home against Landon on 
April 8. Taibl said he relishes 
the challenges ahead and the 
strong schedule to come.
 “I think offensively, consis-
tency is going to be a big thing 
for us, keeping everybody in-

volved because we feel like we 
have a good, balanced group 
who can help us offensively,” 
he said. “I think defensively 
we need to get faster and a 
little more physical in order to 
get ready for our conference 
and league play. I don’t think 
it’s anything drastic or major 
we want to change, we just 
need to do the little things bet-
ter and end up making the big 
picture more quality.”
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GRAND OPENING!
Individual Sessions 50% Off

Integrative Reflexology  •  Reiki  •  Yogic Chakra Clearing
Health and Life Transition Coaching  •  Finding Your True North

www.fourdirectionswellness.com
info@fourdirectionswellness.com

Affiliated with GW Center for Integrative Medicine

Supporting Health & Wholeness

Beautiful Bandit

For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.

When this sweet 
pretty girl’s person 
could no longer care 
for her, some nice 
people brought her to 
KSC to find a forever 
home! Come meet her 
on Saturday or Sunday 
from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

PRINCE WILLIAM AND ALEXANDRIA 
FLUSHING NOTICE

Virginia American Water will be flushing the water mains 
in its distribution system. Flushing is an essential part of 
our system maintenance program to provide you with high-
quality water service, as it helps us to flush, or remove, 
mineral deposits and sediment from water mains.

Prince William and Alexandria Flushing Hours 
April 4 to May 31, 2016 

Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Flushing involves systematically opening fire hydrants 
in specific areas to create increased water flows. No 
interruptions in water service will occur as a result of 
this work. However, when crews are in the area, you may 
experience a drop in water pressure or discolored water. 
If water is discolored, let cold water run until it is clear. 
Before doing laundry, check for discolored water. If you have 
already started the laundry and clothes become stained, 
do not let the clothes dry. Instead, wash them again in 
clear water using a rust remover, which you can purchase 
at grocery stores. Be sure to follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions.

Change in the Treatment Process
Each year, Fairfax Water, Virginia American Water’s bulk 
water supplier, transitions its treatment process from 
chloramine to free chlorine. This change is scheduled to 
take place late March through mid-June. When this occurs, 
customers may notice a slight chlorine taste and odor in 
their drinking water — a normal development due to the 
temporary change in treatment process. Customers who 
are sensitive to this taste or smell can follow these tips:

• Place water in an uncovered container in the refrigera-
tor overnight. This will allow the chlorine to dissipate.

• Add a lemon slice or a few drops of lemon juice to the 
water.

Questions? Call 1-800-452-6863 or visit www.virginiaamwa-
ter.com. 

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE 
Saints senior attacker Turner Schmidt evades the attentions of a Coronado defender during the two 
sides’ meeting at Kelleher Field on Tuesday. The hosts won 11-4 and improved to 6-1 on the season 
ahead of the start of conference play.
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PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
The Birchmere on Mount Vernon Avenue celebrates its 50th anniversary on April 4, having already had quite a history. Still known for its rules on quiet while performers 
are on stage, it has played host to numerous folk, rock and bluegrass artists among others.

SCENE AROUND TOWN

talking, and we’d ask people 
to leave if they were rowdy 
and such. It brought in more 
people as opposed to run-
ning people off. We put the 
little cards on the table, and it 
worked, and people found that 
they can bring a date or their 
wife and kids and hear some 
music.”
 Bluegrass band the Seldom 
Scene played almost every 
Thursday night at The Birch-
mere from 1975 until 1995, 
while the venue has welcomed 
notable performers like Jerry 
Jeff Walker, Vince Gill, Rose-
anne Cash and Emmylou Har-
ris to name just a few. Legend-
ary R&B singer Ray Charles 
also played one of his last ever 
live concerts in the Arlandria 
music hall.
 Other notable guests in-
cluded former President Bill 
Clinton and Vice President Al 
Gore, who visited in 1993 and 

1997 to take in concerts by 
Jerry Jeff Walker. Gore was a 
regular at the club as he had 
a residence on Ridge Road in 
nearby Arlington, and they 
brought their wives Hillary 
Clinton and Tipper Gore to 
see the performances along 
with their Secret Service se-
curity details.
 “The crowd had no idea,” 
said Oelze. “I remember there 
was one table right next to 
where they sat, and a bunch 
of regulars asked who the re-
served table was for because 
we don’t reserve tables. I told 
them the president’s coming, 
and they were shocked. It was 
really something.”
 As for the future, Oelze 
said he has no plans to fur-
ther expand the music venue, 
especially as its size remains 
appealing to artists touring in 
the area. It also diversified in 
2012 with the opening of the 

Flex Stage, a second area with 
a capacity of 1,000 that allows 
it to stay competitive along-
side the likes of the nearby 
Fillmore, Hamilton and How-
ard Theatre.
 “We’re very comfortable 
presenting our acts in an at-
mosphere where you feel 
like you’re right there next to 
them, and that’s our market,” 
he said. “It’s been copied and 
tried and whatever, but we’ve 
just got to keep it fresh. There 
are major acts that between 
coming out with a new album 
or new projects that they don’t 
want to play a room of 2,000, 
they want a smaller room and 
to ply their trade.”
 Oelze said that he would 
like to see many of The 
Birchmere’s old favorites re-
turn to help celebrate its 50th 
year, although there is no one 
event scheduled as an anni-
versary party.

Legendary Port City  
music venue continues to 
dominate regional scene
BY CHRIS TEALE

 What started in 1966 un-
der owner Gary Oelze as a bar 
that served fried food and beer 
celebrates a significant anni-
versary April 4, as legendary 
Alexandria music venue The 
Birchmere turns 50 years old.
 At its first location in Shir-
lington, The Birchmere had 
capacity for between 150 and 
200 seats, then moved to its 
first location in the Port City in 
1981. That site on Mount Ver-
non Avenue was once a pizza 
parlor and a laundromat, and 
when the lease there expired in 
1996, it moved to 3701 Mount 
Vernon Ave., where it has been 
ever since.
 Kentucky native Oelze 
explained that initially, mu-
sic programming started on 
only Wednesday and Saturday 

nights as new housing devel-
opments in Northern Virginia 
threatened to drive away cus-
tomers. Before becoming a 
music venue, the bar and res-
taurant served mostly mem-
bers of the military and gov-
ernment workers.
 He began by booking blue-
grass and folk artists, but 
looked to do things differ-
ently from some other venues, 
where the music was almost 
secondary to other distrac-
tions on offer to the audience.
 “There were half a dozen 
places playing bluegrass music 
[in the area],” Oelze said. “But 
they would have a pool table, a 
pinball machine, leave a TV on 
at the bar if there was a foot-
ball game, that kind of thing. I 
wasn’t a champion of bluegrass 
music, but I thought, ‘Well, it’s 
a legitimate thing. People want 
to listen.’ 
 “So I started having no 

The Birchmere celebrates 50th anniversary
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Now to April 10

ALEXANDRIA CITY HIGH 
SCHOOL ART EXHIBIT Con-
vergence presents a joint art effort 
between Bishop Ireton, Episcopal, 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes and T.C. 
Williams high school. In an effort to 
recognize and encourage the creative 
pursuits of visual art students from 
across the city, art teachers from each 
of the four schools have collaborated in 
what they hope will be an annual event.
Time: Fridays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: The Gallery @ Convergence, 
1801 N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-998-6260

March 31

TORPEDO FACTORY WEDDING 
SHOWCASE The Torpedo Factory 
Artists’ Association debuts a registry 
service that allows couples to register 
for locally made, one-of-a-kind art. The 
event is free and includes food and 
drink from preferred vendors. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: www.torpedofactory.org/
event/torpedo-factory-wedding-showcase

April 1-10
JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT 
Mount Vernon Community Children’s 
Theatre presents the lively musical 
featuring 48 area youth. Tickets are 
$12 each.
Time: April 1, 2, 8 and 9 at 7:30 p.m.; 
April 3 and 10 at 3 p.m.
Location: Bryant Alternative High 
School, 2709 Popkins Lane
Information: admin@mvcct.org

April 3 

EYEWITNESS TO SPACE Torpedo 
Factory artist James Dean will describe 
how he started the NASA Art Program 
in a free public conversation. Admis-
sion is free, but advance registration is 
required.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: www.torpedofactory.
org/event/eyewitness-to-space

April 5

JAZZ4JUSTICE Judges, attorneys, 
students and members of the com-
munity gather in a friendly environment 
where jazz admirers can congregate 
and celebrate their love for the music. 
The concert is free, with donations 
going to support the Alexandria Bar 
Foundation, Legal Services of Northern 
Virginia and NOVA’s Rayburn Street 
Jazz Band.
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall & Arts Center, Northern 
Virginia Community College Alexandria 
Campus, 4915 E Campus Drive
Information: www.j4jalexandria.
wordpress.com

April 6

FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the 
whole family to Family Fun Nights for 
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool 
games include beach ball relays, water 
basketball, diving for prizes and fun on 
the “Aqua Challenge” floating obstacle 
course. Participate in swimming skill 
assessments for youth, learn pool 
safety tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 
King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or ralph.
baird@alexandriava.gov

REEL PADDLING FILM FESTI-
VAL WORLD TOUR The Northern 
Forest Canoe Trail hosts Rapid Media’s 
Reel Paddling Film Festival World Tour. 
The award-winning films tell stories 
about canoeing, kayaking and the privi-
lege of having wild places to paddle.
Time: Doors 6:30 p.m., screening 
starts at 7 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: www.reelpaddlingfilm-
festival.com

April 7

FIRST THURSDAY Pull out your 
favorite hat, Easter bonnet, or Crazy 
Hat Day-inspired creation and stroll 
The Avenue for the theme, “Hats Along 
the Avenue.” First Thursday features 
music from Mars Rodeo, photo booth, 
discounts for wearing your hat at 
select local businesses and more. 
Participants are encouraged to bring 
non-perishable items to support Bless-
ings in a Backpack, a nonprofit that 
serves over 100 local children at Mount 
Vernon Community School and Maury 
Elementary School.
Time: 6 p.m. to dusk
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: www.visitdelray.com

April 8

AN EVENING IN THE FRENCH 
QUARTER Prepare to arrive in New 
Orleans’ historic French Quarter during 
the 2016 Fostering the Future Gala. 
Tickets are available at the rate of $75 
per person.

Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Hotel Monaco, 480 King St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
thefundforalexchild

April 8-9

SPRING GARDEN MARKET 
More than 30 vendors from across 
the Mid-Atlantic will offer a large se-
lection of edible and flowering plants, 
as well as garden art, tools and other 
accessories.
Time: Noon to 6 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Saturday
Location: American Horticultural 
Society, River Farm, 7931 E. Boule-
vard Drive
Information: 703-768-5700 or www.
ahs.org

April 9

RUM PUNCH CHALLENGE Just 
as guests to the tavern did over 200 
years ago, enjoy different rum punch 
creations from local distilleries, restau-
rants and caterers and vote for your 
favorite. The winner will be announced 
at the end of the evening. Also enjoy 
food as well as a silent auction full of 
great items.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.
gadsbystavern.us

BRADDOCK DAY Step back in 
time to Gen. Braddock’s visit to Carlyle 
House in 1755 and learn more about 
the French and Indian War. Meet 
Braddock and enjoy the sights and 
sounds of the 18th century. Costumed 
interpreters will be on site to answer 
questions.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.novaparks.com

CONTRABANDS AND FREED-
MEN CEMETERY MEMO-
RIAL Join city archaeologist Francine 
Bromberg and Alexandria Black History 
Museum director Audrey Davis as you 
learn about the history of contra-
bands (escaped slaves) buried in the 
cemetery, the fascinating archaeology 
behind its rediscovery, and how the site 
became a memorial. 
Time: 10 to 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Contrabands & 
Freedmen Cemetery Memorial, 1001 
S. Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4399 or 703-
746-4356

WHAT A PHOTOGRAPH TELLS 
US: 11 BLACK SOLDIERS’ 
FIGHT FOR EQUALITY ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD AND IN THE 
HOSPITAL Learn how Charles Joyce 
traced the history of Francis Snow’s 
historical photograph of U.S. Colored 
Troops at L’Ouverture Hospital in 
Alexandria. Images of USCT soldiers are 
uncommon, and remarkably, each man 

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com 

To Kill a Mockingbird                     4/23 - 5/14
Based on Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prize 
winning novel set in Alabama during 
the Great Depression, To Kill a Mock- 
ingbird follows Jem and Scout Finch, 
whose father has been 
appointed to defend 
Tom Robinson, a black 
man framed for a crime 
he didn’t commit. Will 
justice or racism prevail?

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our box office 
or online!

Coming soon

VIRGINI A
THEOLOGICA L

SEMINA RY

Chanticleer
in Concert

at Virginia Theological
Seminary

“The world’s reigning male chorus.”
 - The New Yorker

Saturday, April 9 | 7:30 p.m.

Immanuel Chapel
Virginia Theological Seminary

3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304

Founded in 1978, Chanticleer 
is known around the world as 
“an orchestra of voices” for 
the seamless blend of its 
twelve male voices ranging 
from countertenor to bass and 
its original interpretations of 
vocal literature, from Renaissance 
to jazz, and from gospel to 
venturesome new music.

Tickets are now on sale: www.vts.edu

SEE CALENDAR | 25
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HOME OF THE WEEK

 Upon entering this fine Cullinan-
built home, you will gasp at the gra-
cious hallway of a classic center hall 
Colonial. The airy 10-foot ceilings 
provide a sense of spaciousness. The 
dining room, designed for 
for entertaining, offers a 
wood-burning fireplace 
and unique built-in furni-
ture cabinets across an en-
tire wall.
 The kitchen with fami-
ly gathering space features 
top name-brand stainless 
steel appliances, granite 
counters, double ovens, a 
gas stove top and custom 
wood cabinets with full 
extension drawers.
 The showstopper family room 
doubles as a sunroom. This space 
features fabulous Palladian transom 
windows, which overlook the four-
season garden and rolling verdant 
and private landscape. There is a 

custom gas fireplace with limestone 
surround and hand-carved mantel. 
 The family room opens to a de-
lightful breakfast room with a built-
in banquette and handmade ceiling 

conservatory by Tanglewood Con-
servatories. Beyond the breakfast 
room is a private screened porch 
with limestone flooring and low 
maintenance AZEK finishes. 
 Upstairs are three spacious bed-

rooms including the master, with a 
fully updated bath and luxurious 
dressing area. The shower floors 
and counters are marble with an 
intricate shower floor designed by 

Architectural Ceramics. 
    The lower level is a fabu-
lous getaway space with 
hardwood floors through-
out and light streaming 
in through windows with 
plantation shutters. There is 
a recreation/TV room with 
built-in surround sound 
speakers and a welcoming 
wood-burning fireplace. 
As you move through the 
lower level, you will find 
a fourth bedroom, updated 

bath and a playroom or media room.
 Wait until you see the custom  
wine cellar, built for 1,300 bottles  
with a WisperKOOL split-ductless 
cooling system. A wood-topped coun-
ter allows for convenient wine tasting.

At a Glance:
Location: 506 Summers Court,  
Alexandria, VA 22301
Price: $1,795,000

At Home

BY HENRI DE MARNE

 Q: We are in the Chicago sub-
urbs and have a nine-year-old 
custom home. We have experi-
enced ice damming in the past, 
and like many people, found the 
winter of 2014-15 tough. 
 Previously, we had an is-
sue in a roof valley where our 
kitchen and sunroom connect. 
We did have heat coils placed 
here since it’s the rear of the 
house, three stories up and 
difficult to reach. However, 
this year, the damming oc-
curred above the coils, and 

water came in over the French 
door separating the two rooms 
and continued to the basement 
drywall ceiling. Additionally, 
we had leaking over our front 
door and a front bedroom. 
(This has occurred at the front 
door to a lesser extent in the 
past, as some of the taping in 
the corner was rippled, but not 
to this extreme.)
 With our HVAC, roof-
ing and insulation contrac-
tors in tow, we investigated. 

An attic furnace can present its own set     
of challenges

SEE FURNACE | 21

PHOTOS/SHOOT AND SHOWCASE
This center hall Colonial offers a 1,300 bottle wine cel-
lar and other unique features. The stunning family room 
doubles as a sunroom with built-in breakfast banquette.

Parking: Brick driveway
Contact: Sue and Allison Goodhart, McEnearney Associates, 
703-362-3221, sue@thegoodhartgroup.com or allison@
thegoodhartgroup.com

Bedrooms: 4
Bathroom: 3.5
Style: Center hall Colonial 
Year built: 1977

Colonial home is beautiful inside and out
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We found that roofing nails in 
some areas had dripped onto 
the blown-in insulation — too 
much warmth/humidity in the 
attic was the conclusion. We 
have a furnace in the attic, 
which is in a contained, insu-
lated room. We did a smoke 
test of the ductwork up there 
and there were no leaks. 
 Our roofing contractor sug-
gests a couple of humidity-ac-
tivated roof fans. Our insula-
tion contractor suggests 3-inch 
open-cell 1/2-pound spray 
foam insulation over the ducts 
so the R-value is the same as 
the rest of the attic. He feels 
there is plenty of air circula-
tion up there.
 Also, there is an interior 
fireplace chimney, which is 
used occasionally, that runs 
through the attic. Could this be 
an issue? Any assistance great-
ly appreciated. - Chicagoland, 
via email
 A: You have two problems 
contributing to your distress. 
First, I am not surprised that 
ice damming occurred above 
the heat cables. Secondary 
dams are common over any 
device that melts the snow and 
ice at the bottom of the roof, 
and where snow rakes are used 
to partially remove snow from 
a roof.
 In a cold region, no heat-
ing appliance should ever be 
installed in an attic. No mat-
ter how much insulation your 
insulating contractor plans 
on adding, you are likely to 
keep having an attic that is too 
warm. There will always be 
heat loss; the insulation only 
delays it.
 I consulted years ago for a 
New Hampshire builder who 
had done exactly the same 
thing. A totally enclosed space 
had been built around the fur-
nace, including an internal 
ventilation system consisting 
of a fan ducted from the fur-
nace’s insulated compartment 
to one gable, and a louver 
ducted from the opposite gable 
into the furnace’s insulated 
compartment.

 But all the ducts were 
spreading throughout the at-
tic on their way to the various 
destinations.
 Since there was no way to 
relocate the entire heating sys-
tem to the basement, where it 
belonged, we installed another 
high-capacity exhaust fan at one 
end of the attic and a large lou-
ver on the opposite gable, hop-
ing that it would take care of the 
heat loss from the duct system.
 We added a considerable 
amount of insulation over the 
ducts, which was very difficult 
to do because of their layout. 
We stapled a radiant barrier to 
the bottom of the rafters. Noth-
ing worked. 
 The last thing I recom-

mended, after all previous 
efforts failed, was to spray 
several inches of closed-cell 
foam between the rafters and 
to build a cold roof over the 
existing roof.
 This process went on over 
most of the winter, at which 
time my consultation ended. It 
cost the builder a small fortune 
in the repairs we undertook 
and my fee.
 I have not heard what the 
builder finally did or the re-
sults. The photos you sent 
show a very complicated roof 
structure that would make it 
very difficult to alter, and a 
duct layout that is a nightmare.
 Sorry I can’t be more com-
forting.

...we’ve got you covered! 

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Inside or out... 

PHOTO/HENRI DE MARNE
Ductwork, blown-in insulation and the attic structure provide clues 
about what is happening on the roof’s exterior, and show the limits 
of what can be done to fix a problem.

PHOTO/HENRI DE MARNE
An enclosed furnace room in an attic presents its own set of issues, 
particularly in a cold-weather climate.
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

Cora Kelly principal’s award 
proves leadership matters
 Congratulations to Cora Kelly principal Brandon Davis for win-
ning the 2016 Virginia Distinguished Principal of the Year Award. At 
Cora Kelly, a school for math, science and technology, pass rates on 
the Standards of Learning tests increased by an average of 10 points 
across all tested subjects for the 2014-15 year. All this at a school where 
87 percent of students receive free or reduced price lunch.
 Davis learned he had won the prestigious award — for which 
he was nominated by a colleague — in a surprise ceremony held 
March 16 at the school. He is the first Alexandria principal to win 
the award in the 33 years since its inception. 
 Davis has set an example for the entire school district of what 
first-rate leadership looks like, and this award simply reinforces 
that his approach is working. Excellent classroom instruction is the 
foundation on which successful schools are built, and Davis has 
made finding outstanding teachers a priority. 
 In 2015, Cora Kelly reading specialist Maria Magallanes was named 
the Outstanding Teacher of the Year by The Washington Post. As Cora 
Kelly fifth-grader Ana Ortiz said, “He picks the best teachers.”
 Cora Kelly uses the Guided Math program, which is an individ-
ualized approach to learning math. Core subject matter is utilized 
across non-core classes like music and art to connect learning across 
subjects. The school uses a “Plan-Do-Study-Act” program as well 
to help empower students to take responsibility for their learning. 
Further innovations include an inquiry approach to science labs, a 
peer mediation program and “The Habitat,” an outdoor classroom.
 The distinguished principal award is designed to reward trans-
formational leadership. It appears Davis is well on his way to trans-
forming Cora Kelly. We congratulate him on a job well done.

Celebrating 50 years of The Birchmere
 There has been much gnashing of teeth over the many long-time 
Alexandria businesses that have shuttered in recent months. While 
it is right to lament the loss of wonderful institutions like Monroe’s, 
Mancini’s and Why Not? among others, perspective is also impor-
tant. And the reality is that the majority of Port City businesses are 
doing just fine, thank you.
 Emblematic of this business strength is The Birchmere, which 
next week celebrates 50 years of bringing wonderful and varied 
musical acts to Alexandria. From folk to zydeco; from bluegrass to 
rocking blues; to pop, rock and country, The Birchmere has hosted 
virtually every musical genre during its 50-year history.  The Mount 
Vernon Avenue institution helped launch the career of then-local 
country/rock singer Mary Chapin Carpenter. The Dave Matthews 
Band recorded songs for a 1994 live album there. Linda Ronstadt, 
Merle Haggard, Emmylou Harris, Allison Krauss, Joan Armatrad-
ing and Aaron Neville have all performed there. 
 Early in Bill Clinton’s first term as president, the president and 
first lady Hillary Clinton joined Vice President Al Gore and his then-
wife Tipper to watch a show by country/rock singer Jerry Jeff Walk-
er. Legendary Kinks frontman Ray Davies performed an acoustic 
concert there. Zydeco stalwarts BeauSoleil and the late Boozoo Cha-
vis put on numerous rollicking shows, while Alexandria cardiologist 
and country singer Cleve Francis performs there annually. 
 To get a sense of The Birchmere’s rich and varied musical history, 
take in a show and spend a while browsing through the photos of per-
formers — many now deceased — that adorn the walls before you enter 
the concert hall. You just might catch an echo from the past 50 years.

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
 I recently met a neigh-
bor who required physical 
therapy for 18 months as a 
result of being rear-ended 
by a high-speed vehicle 
while she turned into her 
driveway.
 Up the street, another 
neighbor witnessed a high-
speed vehicle lose control 
and jump the curb, taking 
out a road sign and crash-
ing into her stone wall. 
That neighbor no longer 
lets her children walk to 
school. These two crashes 
occurred on Quaker Lane.
 Residents tell of similar 
experiences on Seminary 
Road, with people taken 
to the hospital and tele-
phone poles taken down 
from high-speed crashes. 
You can read these stories 
and more at the Make Our 

Streets Safe Facebook page: 
http://bit.ly/MOSSsafe.
 City staff informed us 
that reported crash rates 
along these roads are among 
the highest in Alexandria: 
more than 60 crashes were 
reported on each street 
in the past five years and 
many crashes that concern 
us are not reported.
 Do you see many people 
walk along or across Semi-
nary Road or Quaker Lane? 
Not many do — mostly 
school children on their 
way home, or those who 
take the bus. Who wants to 
risk their lives walking di-
rectly next to 45 miles per 
hour and faster traffic? Is it 
any surprise that residents 
recently petitioned the city 
for 25 mph speed limits, 
$200 fines and education 
and enforcement?

 This petition was signed 
by 267 Alexandria resi-
dents, including people 
representing 96 percent of 
households on Seminary 
Road and Quaker Lane.
 Seminary Road and 
Quaker Lane residents and 
neighbors also are con-
cerned about congestion, 
but that is a broader issue, 
with difficult challenges 
that should be addressed 
separately.
 “Won’t 25 mph speed 
limits make congestion 
worse?” some asked. No, 
because congestion is 
caused by intersection 
throughput limitations, not 
vehicle speeds between 
intersections. Will lower 
speed limits push traffic 
onto nearby streets, such 

Lower speed limits will improve 
safety along Quaker and Seminary

SEE SPEED | 23
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To the editor:
 Reducing the posted speed lim-
it on Quaker Lane and Seminary 
Road will increase traffic con-
gestion and cut-through traffic in 
neighboring residential areas and 
is inconsistent with Alexandria’s 
Complete Streets objective to “im-
prove the efficiency and capacity 
of existing roads.” Consider these 
facts:
 Quaker Lane and Seminary 
Road are not classified as residen-
tial streets — they are instead four-
lane major arterial roads, specifi-
cally designed to accommodate and 
facilitate the transit of a large vol-
ume of vehicular traffic. As such, 
the current 35 mph speed limit is 
appropriate and reasonable.
 Reducing the speed limits from 
35 to 25 mph on these roads will 
not reduce the volume of traffic 
on Quaker and Seminary; it will 
just exacerbate traffic congestion 
in Alexandria, lengthen the traffic 
rush hour period and increase the 
volume of commuter traffic cut-
ting through residential neighbor-
hood streets.
 According to city officials, one 
of the required prerequisites for 
changing a posted speed limit is 
that the lower speed limit be ac-
cepted as reasonable by a majority 
of road users. Yet, less than 50 per-
cent of more than 500 respondents 
to the city-sponsored traffic sur-
vey supported the proposal for the 
speed limit reduction on Quaker 
and Seminary. The Seminary Hill 
Association presented a petition 
requesting the speed limit reduc-
tion signed by 267 residents, rep-
resenting less than 200 of the over 

2,000 households in Seminary 
Hill. Ten percent of a neighbor-
hood association membership and 
less than 50 percent public sup-
port hardly represents the “broad 
community support” for the speed 
limit reduction SHA claimed in its 
letter to the city. On the contrary, 
it appears that the majority of city 
residents and SHA members do not 
support or request the speed limit 
reduction. It is not in the public 
good to adversely impact thou-
sands of Alexandria residents and 
commuters that use Quaker and 
Seminary daily to accommodate 
the wishes of a small minority of a 
single neighborhood association. 
 Additionally, research complet-
ed by the Federal Highway Admin-
istration on the effects of raising 
and lowering speed limits con-
cluded that reducing posted speed 
limits does not decrease motorist 
speeds, and lowering speed limits 
more than 5 mph below the 85th 
percentile speed of traffic does not 
reduce accidents.
 The posted speed limits don’t 
have to be reduced to decrease the 
average speed of traffic on Quaker 
Lane and Seminary Road. Consis-
tent enforcement of current speed 
limits will effectively reduce the 
average vehicle speeds on these 
traffic arteries and also will sup-
port the improved safety benefits 
sought by the Seminary Hill Asso-
ciation.
 The city should reconsider and 
rescind the decision to reduce 
speed limits on Quaker Lane and 
Seminary Road.

- David Gage
Alexandria

Quaker and Seminary speed limit 
reductions will increase congestion, 
not improve safety

My View | by Vice Mayor Justin Wilson

 When a business wishes to grow 
and expand, it musters capital and 
makes investments in new infrastruc-
ture and innovation. The same is true 
for a government that wishes to foster 
commercial growth to ease the burden 
on its residential tax payers and ensure 
existing infrastructure can support 
current and future residents. 
 Politicians who pledge to “run gov-
ernment like a business” are ubiquitous 
across the spectrum. Governing bodies 
that manage to pair operating efficiency 
with generous investment in the infra-
structure that will support growth are al-
together rare. The dustbin of Corporate 
America is littered with companies that 
failed to innovate and invest 
in their future. Local govern-
ments must do the same to 
remain livable, relevant and 
thriving. 
 The question before city 
council during this current 
budget process and beyond is 
not whether we raise taxes or 
not. We must decide whether 
we should raise taxes this 
year in order to invest in our 
infrastructure, or whether we wait and 
do it next year when it costs more.
 The city’s 10-year Capital Improve-
ment Program reads like a catalog of 
the mundane. Rarely do we cut ribbons 
when we repave roads, ensure that our 
sewer capacity meets federal and state 
regulations, replace HVAC systems that 
were installed during the Truman admin-
istration, replace buses driven daily for a 
decade and a half, prevent decades-old 
swimming pools from leaking, or replace 
tot-lots that today’s high school seniors 
played on when they were much younger. 
 Yet infrastructure matters. By nearly 
every measure, our city has under-in-
vested in infrastructure for far too long. 
Unfortunately, it shows. 
 Despite council’s efforts over the 
past three years to triple the resources 
allocated to road paving, our backlog 
remains significant and our roads are 
substandard. 
 Despite hundreds of millions of dollars 
over the past decade to build a new T. C. 
Williams High School, a new Jefferson-
Houston School and the scheduled new 

Patrick Henry School, our schools remain 
in disrepair and even the current, expand-
ed, capital budget will be unable to meet 
the growth of the next several years. 
 Over $100 million is necessary in 
spending over the next decade simply 
to bring the condition of our municipal 
facilities, including City Hall, up to a 
“C” grade. 
 During the past few years, increased 
funding demands simply to balance the 
budget of the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority have crowded 
out local funding for new transportation 
investments designed to ease the burden 
of congestion on our residents. 
 Our plans to modernize our com-

bined, sanitary and storm 
water sewer systems will de-
mand hundreds of millions 
over the next few decades.
   Our plans to improve the 
usability and relevance of our 
citywide, neighborhood and 
pocket parks will demand 
millions of dollars of new re-
sources. 
   In fairness, we can put 
these investments off. While 

most cannot be cancelled, they can be 
further delayed. When we do finally 
get to them, the improvements will 
be more expensive, the scope will 
be more extensive, and the cost of 
financing those improvements more 
costly. While we wait, our operating 
costs will spiral upwards.
 We have invested in our fiscal infra-
structure. We have a balance sheet that 
is the envy of our region. Our debt is 
lower than our neighbors, and it is fall-
ing. We have zealously protected our 
AAA/Aaa bond ratings and even im-
posed new, more stringent debt policy 
guidelines. Now we must invest in our 
physical infrastructure too. 
 It’s time for the paradigm to shift. 
Rather than simply patching our infra-
structure to buy more time, we must make 
the type of transformational capital invest-
ments that will make our city’s physical in-
frastructure the envy of the region as well.
 I hope we won’t pass up that chance 
again.

The writer is the vice mayor of Alexandria.

Vice Mayor
Justin Wilson

City must invest to support
 infrastructure needs

as West Taylor Run Parkway? Not 
really. West Taylor Run Parkway 
provides a route that is four to six 
minutes faster than Quaker Lane 
at rush hour because of the backup 
from Duke Street and Telegraph 
Road. Speed limits are insignifi-
cant during those back-ups. 

 On March 25, the city imple-
mented and enforced 25 mph speed 
limits on Seminary Road and 
Quaker Lane. Residents on and near 
these streets will greatly appreciate 
you understanding our safety con-
cerns, and we ask that you drive 25 
mph to make our streets safe.

- Jim Durham
Alexandria

SPEED FROM | 22
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hite Alexandrians 
 were making prep-
arations for gov-

erning their post-Civil War 
community months before 
the fighting ended. President 
Abraham Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclama-
tion, which took effect 
on January 1, 1863, was 
a clear signal that life 
in the South would be 
changed forever follow-
ing a Union victory in 
the war. 
 Millions of blacks, 
such as this family pho-
tographed in Richmond 
just after the war ended, 
would be welcomed into 
American society as free 
people, and would even-
tually be granted all of 
the rights and privileges 
of white Americans. As 
the war moved to its 
conclusion early in 1865, 
however, both white Al-
exandrians and the Re-
stored Government of 
Virginia — which had 
replaced the seceded 
government in Rich-
mond — acted to keep blacks 
out of active roles in the city 
and state political process.
 In January 1865, Alexan-
dria’s charter was amended to 
include provisions that only 
white males could vote or hold 
office in city government. 
This was in keeping with new 
“black codes” at the state level, 
which replaced earlier legisla-
tion to restrict the rights of 
slaves and free blacks in Vir-

ginia. Black Virginians could 
now testify in court, for ex-
ample, but only in cases that 
involved another black person 
and not those involving white 
people alone. 

 Recognizing the impact of 
the massive influx of contra-
bands moving into and within 
the state during the final years of 
the war, vagrancy laws also were 
tightened at the local and state 
levels, with punishments includ-
ing forced unpaid labor on farms 
that would essentially return 
people to a slave-like status.
 Wary of these actions and 
anxious to safeguard their new 
freedom, blacks in Alexandria 

organized and “went straight to 
the top;” they arranged a meet-
ing with President Andrew 
Johnson in May 1865. Johnson 
received a set of resolutions 
from the group seeking protec-

tion from “certain state laws in 
relation to the colored popula-
tion, which the [Virginia] leg-
islature had not repealed.”  The 
President referred their request 
to the U.S. Department of War, 
which oversaw law enforce-
ment in the former Confeder-
ate states.
 At the local level, military 
Provost Judge Paul R. Ham-
brick was tasked with follow-
ing up on such legal disputes, 

as he did in October 1865, 
when a gun was seized from 
a black man named Arrenton 
while he was out hunting. 
 Though blacks had been 
banned from possessing fire-

arms before the war, the 
judge now made it clear 
to Alexandria authori-
ties that “the colored 
people will be protected 
by me, in any infringe-
ment upon any right 
guaranteed to white citi-
zens,” adding that “the 
colored man must be re-
garded, as far as the right 
of property and freedom 
of person is concerned, 
precisely on the same 
footing with white citi-
zens — no more, no 
less.”  
 A month later, city 
council enacted a re-
vised ordinance gov-
erning the night watch, 
stipulating that any 
policies “relating to the 
night watch which dis-
criminate between white 
and colored persons are 
hereby repealed and col-

ored persons shall be punished 
and otherwise dealt with in the 
same manner as if they were 
white persons in all cases.”  
 Judge Hambrick’s opinion 
thus anticipated by nearly two 
years what would become the 
law of the land when the 14th 
Amendment was ratified in 
1868.

 
Out of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of HistoricAlexandria.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Have you seen a performance at The Birchmere?

Last Week 
Should the city install bike lanes along King Street 
from Janneys Lane to Radford Street?

197 Votes

A. Yes.
B. No.

 62% Yes.

 38% No.

W
The struggle begins for post-Civil War freedoms
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AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS MARCH 27, 2016

ADOPTION
We are praying for a newborn to love. Open hearted, loving couple wishing 
you would call….Authorized Medical/Legal expenses paid. Call Lisa & 
Frank 1-855-236-7812. 

CATTLE/LIVESTOCK FOR SALE 
Bull and Commercial Bred Heifer sale. Angus, Polled Herefords, 
Balancers, Gelbviehs. Saturday, April 9, 2016 at noon. Knoll Crest 
Farm, Red House, VA 434-376-3567. www.knollcrestfarm.com

EDUCATION 
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office 
Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & Job Placement available 
at CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419 

HELP WANTED / SALES
Earn $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Needed * Leads, No Cold Calls 
* Commissions Paid Daily * Lifetime Renewals * Complete Training * 
Health & Dental Insurance * Life License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020. 

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; 
LFCC/Winchester 800-454-1400

MISCELLANEOUS 
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others-start here 
with hands on training for FAA certification.  Financial aid if qualified.  Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 877-204-4130. 
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $450 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries welcome 
- no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS MUST GO Perfect for Homes & Garages, Lowest 
Prices MAKE OFFER and LOW monthly payments on remaining cancelled 
orders 40x60, 30x36, 25x30, 20x22 CALL NOW 757-301-8885 Nicole 

PROPOSAL TO CLEANUP AN UNDERGROUND 
STORM SEWER CONVEYENCE SYSTEM

There has been a release from an aboveground storage tank system at:

Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport Fuel Farm Facility
11 Air Cargo Road, Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is requiring Allied 
Aviation Fueling Company of National Airport, LLC. to develop a Cor-
rective Action Plan to address cleanup of a jet fuel spill at the site. If 
you have any questions regarding the cleanup, please contact: 
Mr. James Buchanan 
(703) 417-9770 
11 Air Cargo Road, Ronald Reagan National Airport Washington, DC 
20001-4986

The Corrective Action Plan has been submitted to the Northern Re-
gional Office of DEQ on March 10, 2016. If you would like to review 
or discuss the proposed Corrective Action Plan with the staff of 
DEQ, please feel free to contact Mr. Joseph Glassman at (703) 583-
3808. DEQ Northern Regional Office will consider written comments 
regarding the proposed Corrective Action Plan until April 28, 2016 
and may decide to hold a public meeting if there is significant public 
interest. Written comments should be send to DEQ at the address 
listed below. DEQ requests that all written comments reference the 
tracking number for this case; PC # 2016-3082. 
 Department of Environmental Quality
 Storage Tank Program
 Northern Regional Office
 13901 Crown Court,
 Woodbridge, Virginia 22193

PUBLIC NOTICE

is identified on the back of this albu-
men photograph. These names provide 
an unusual opportunity to determine 
what happened to the men after the 
Civil War.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

April 10

SPRING FORWARD Community 
Lodgings hosts its 11th annual Spring 
Forward event, featuring Motown-style 
music by local band HALO and music by 
two other musical groups, live auction, 
heavy hors d’oeuvres and an open bar. 
Ticket cost: $50 or $60 at the door. 
Volunteers and guests under 40 get a 
special price of $40.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: Union Street Public House, 
121 S. Union St.
Information: www.communitylodg-
ings.org

MAD SCIENCE Explore where real 
science and mad science collide. Tours 
start every 30 minutes and feature 
historic medicines with surprising side 
effects. Upstairs, meet the museum’s 
very own mad scientist bringing to 
life some crazy concoctions and the 
science behind them. Reservations 
recommended.
Time: 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
apothecary

April 14-28
CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE 
CLASSES In preparation for the Civil 
War Ball on April 30, learn the waltz, 
polka, Virginia Reel and more from an 
expert dance master. Tickets cost $12 
per class, or $30 for the series.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 

134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, 
gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.gov or 
www.gadsbystavern.us

April 16

FIREFIGHTING HISTORY 
WALKING TOUR Explore Alex-
andria’s firefighting history on the 
“Blazing a Trail: Alexandria’s Firefight-
ing History” tour. Participants learn 
about volunteer firefighting in early 
Alexandria, three devastating fires 
and the five volunteer fire compa-
nies. The tour begins at Friendship 
Firehouse, proceeds east on Prince 
Street and returns via King Street. 
For age 10 and older. Tickets cost $6 
for adults, $4 for ages 10-17.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994

COMMUNITY SHRED DAY Feel 
good — and secure — about clearing 
out financial documents and other 
personal papers at CommonWealth 
One Federal Credit Union’s commu-
nity shred day. No electronic items, 
binder clips, binders, checkbooks, or 
magazines allowed.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: CommonWealth One Fed-
eral Credit Union, 4875 Eisenhower 
Ave.
Information: www.cofcu.org

April 20

SPRING2ACTION Alexandria’s 
online giving day to benefit more 
than 130 nonprofits. This year, the 
goal is to engage 10,000 people to 
raise $1.5 million to support local 
charities. Be a part of this annual day 
of giving and join together with the 
entire community as we give back to 
the nonprofits that make Alexandria 
strong.
Time: All day
Location: Alexandria
Information: www.spring2action.org

April 22

FAMILY FUN NIGHT Bring the 
whole family to Family Fun Nights for 
swimming and fun for all ages. Pool 
games include beach ball relays, water 
basketball, diving for prizes and fun on 
the “Aqua Challenge” floating obstacle 
course. Participate in swimming skill 
assessments for youth, learn pool 
safety tips and more.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation 
Center & Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5435 or ralph.
baird@alexandriava.gov

April 23
HISTORIC HOMES & GARDEN 
TOUR Celebrate the 83rd anniversary 
of Historic Garden Week in Virginia with 
a tour featuring privately owned Old 
Town homes and gardens plus historic 
properties like the Lee-Fendall House 
Museum & Garden, Carlyle House 
Historic Park and George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon. Visitors have the rare 
opportunity to see behind the brick 
walls into some of the most gorgeous 
residences in this unique neighbor-
hood. Admission costs $40 in advance; 
$45 the day of; $25 for single sites.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: 703-746-3301 or www.
vagardenweek.org

CARLYLE HOUSE GARDEN DAY 
HERB & CRAFT SALE Celebrate 
spring with the Friends of Carlyle House’s 
annual garden day herb & craft sale 
where culinary and decorative herbs and 
plants from Mount Vernon will be avail-
able for purchase. Listen to performanc-
es by area musicians throughout the day, 
bring your garden questions to master 
gardeners and shop for items made by 
local artisans and crafters.
Time: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997 or www.
carlylehouse.org
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being lit. Smedberg questioned 
the need for tree lights, especial-
ly as a way to drive more people 
to use city businesses.
 “The lights in themselves 
aren’t going to save businesses 
and change business models,” 
he said. “While they’re nice, 
they lose their specialness, es-
pecially around holiday time.”
 Baker noted that a budget 
memo is being prepared on 
the holiday lights as councilors 
continue to work on the budget 
for fiscal 2017. The lights were 
scheduled to be up from No-
vember to March this year after 

a budgeting decision made pre-
viously, and Jinks said the only 
way to free up more funds for 
them may be through the up-
coming add/delete sessions.
 Included in the report 
but not discussed in council 
chambers is a recommenda-
tion to evaluate the feasibility 
of a Business Improvement 
District focused on the water-
front, while a job fair to con-
nect employers with prospec-
tive employees was floated 
to help city residents try and 
capitalize on the casino’s em-
ployment opportunities.
 With the casino’s opening 
just months away and con-

struction continuing, city of-
ficials see great opportunities 
in the new venture across the 
Potomac River, while staying 
aware of possible drawbacks.
 “There are clear opportuni-
ties for Alexandria to benefit 
from this change through in-
creased employment for our 
residents and increased busi-
ness activity resulting from 
new visitor volume,” the report 
reads. “…At the same time, Al-
exandria should also recognize 
some potential adverse impacts 
associated with the opening of 
the resort including increased 
competition, wage pressure and 
social impacts of gambling.”
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s 61 Techno-music party

62 Witches’ work
63 One speaking in monotone
66 Added zip to
68 Totally blown away
69 “Tsk!”
70 Pre-fax message
72 Act the ham
73 Part of some heavy-metal
   drum kits?
74 Sweetie pie
76 Not confusingly
78 Look over quickly
80 Abacus user
83 Sundial numeral
84 Hubs (Abbr.)
87 Sinatra’s New Jersey birthplace
90 She sang “Tea for Two”

93 Picnic pest
94 Dance in 3/4 time
96 Manicurist’s abrasive
97 Fit to be tied
98 Give birth to
99 Chip away at
100 Birth month symbol
101 Have dog breath?
102 Gen. Robert ___
103 Telethon request
104 Basil or rosemary
105 Essayist’s alias
106 Zillions
107 Dreamcast game maker
110 400-meter path
111 Vintner’s vessel
112 Many ER cases
113 Bridal bio word

ACROSS
1 Muscular strength
6 Sprout up
10 Lang of Smallville
14 Bloodhound’s trail
19 ___ acid (protein component)
20 Privileged one
21 Carbon monoxide’s lack
22 Courage, slangily
23 Big name in butter
25 Brewer’s supply
26 “All My Children” vixen
27 Horseshoes score
28 Kiltie’s topper
30 High-carb brand for distance 
   athletes
33 Gatling, for one
34 Lode find
35 Out of kilter
36 Reggae legend Marley
37 Pinball foul
40 Cracked a bit
44 Guys’ mates
45 Spy in Canaan
48 Transplant recipient
49 Mideast capital
50 Like a cpl.
51 “Clawed” whip
54 CBS show set in Vegas
55 Ipanema’s locale
56 Rugby ball-shaped
57 Broad-minded
58 Israeli currency
60 Pushes to the limit
62 Chicken, so to speak
64 Ones on pedestals
65 Berry of “Monster’s Ball”
66 Exchanges verbal jabs

67 Harrow, to Eton
69 Wozniak or Jobs
71 Doomsayer’s message
73 Totally lost it
75 Ax wielders
77 Like 1-alarm chili
78 Fish-finding aid
79 Museum-funding org.
81 “The Greatest” subject
82 Dinnertime telecast
85 Abe Lincoln’s boy
86 Protection from mosquitoes
88 Dust critters
89 Le ___ (Clemenceau nickname)
90 Dorky sort
91 Major leaguer until 2004
92 Parti-colored
93 Radius locale
94 Madame Curie
95 ___ Paese cheese
97 Helpful connections
98 Lucky one, in a saying
101 “Ziegfeld Follies” tune of 1913
107 Hard to rattle
108 Much the same
109 First name in scat
110 Triangular-shaped, as a sleeve
114 “When pigs fly!”
115 Go berserk
116 Like good beef
117 Recital piece, perhaps
118 Minuscule
119 Hold back, as breath
120 It’s chopped liver
121 Wired up
DOWN
1 Erie Canal mule
2 “___ changed man!”

3 “Henry & June” author
4 Like a Moebius strip
5 Bringers of chocolates and flowers
6 Gold Coast, now
7 Autumn yard worker
8 [see other side]
9 Horror director Craven
10 Arthur Miller’s salesman
11 West who played Batman
12 Court plea, for short
13 Cultural doings
14 Attack ad, maybe
15 Iris protectors
16 Word before interview or poll
17 “Good job!”
18 It’s shed
24 Part of a chem course
28 Jumbo popcorn container
29 Some Monopoly pieces
30 Beeping device
31 Muscat natives
32  Sighting caused by marsh gas
33 Desert crossed by Marco Polo
36 Show leniency
37 Schleppers
38 Really lame
39 Luau wear
41 October decoration
42 Adams of photography
43 Touts’ hangouts
45 Sweat the small stuff
46 One doing penance
47 Hi’s comics wife
48 Shove off
51 Fuel-hauling vessels
52 “Impossible!”
53 Ague symptoms
59 Red-coated cheese

“OH!” By Fred Piscop

City Strategic Plan
Alexandria 2022

THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA NEEDS YOUR HELP
TO CREATE OUR NEXT STRATEGIC PLAN!

The FY2017-2022 City Strategic Plan is an opportunity for City Council 
to work with members of the community to establish the City’s strategic 
direction and priorities for the coming years. Throughout this planning 
process, the community will have several opportunities to participate and 
provide feedback in-person and online, including an upcoming commu-
nity meeting on Saturday, April 9th from 10 am-12 pm in the library of 
George Washington Middle School at 1005 Mount Vernon Avenue. Join 
your neighbors and City officials at this community meeting to continue the 
City Strategic planning process.
For further information, please visit the project webpage, www.alexandria 
va.gov/strategicplan or contact Radhika Mohan, Principal Planner, 
703.746.3850 or radhika.mohan@alexandriava.gov.
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Part Time Admin Assistant 
– Front Desk
Dr’s office needs front desk assistant 
for busy friendly office. Skills in answer-
ing phones, make appointments, post 
charges & payments. Must have knowl-
edge of computers,use of Medical 
Manager system helpful. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 8:30 - 5:00 in Alexandria Mt 
Vernon area. Part time only need apply. 
Please contact Office Manager at 
dermalexwb1@gmail.com with the 
subject line “resume”.

HELP WANTED

KILL STINK BUGS! 
Buy HARRIS 

STINK BUG SPRAY. 
Odorless, Non-Staining. 

Effective results begin after 
spray dries. 

Available: Hardware Stores,
The Home Depot,
homedepot.com

OTHA E. BREEDEN SR., 
of Alexandria, March 25, 2016

MICHAEL A. CONNER SR. (68), 
of Alexandria, March 23, 2016

EUNICE E.W. JOHNSON (92), 
formerly of Alexandria, March 
26, 2016

MARIE E. KENNEY (91),  
of Alexandria, March 14, 2016

SCOTT D. KNENLEIN (52),  
of Alexandria, March 17, 2016

IRENE LEWIS, of Alexandria, 
March 22, 2016

BEVERLY J. SAMPSON (76), 
of Alexandria, March 25, 2016

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

ROBERT BEATSON
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

ATTORNEY

LEGAL NOTICE

City of Alexandria 
Public Meeting 

Combined Sewer System  
Long Term Control Plan Update 

Thursday April 21, 2016 
7-9 p.m.

The City’s Department of Transportation and Environmental 
Services is hosting a public meeting to present the framework 
of the proposed Long Term Control Plan Update for the City’s 
Combined Sewer System (CSS) and to solicit public 
comment and feedback. The Long Term Control Plan Update 
identifies the strategy, schedule, and infrastructure 
investments for how the City will meet new regulations 
pertaining to combined sewer overflows. The City’s CSS 
Permit requires the inclusion of community input in 
developing the update to the City’s Long Term Control Plan 
for its CSS. 

Give your written or oral comments at the public meeting. For 
more information or questions regarding the upcoming 
meeting, please contact Erin Bevis-Carver, Sanitary Section 
Lead, Transportation and Environmental Services at 
703.746.4154 or Erin.Beviscarver@alexandriava.gov. 

This meeting is open to the public. The City of Alexandria is 
committed to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, as amended. To request a reasonable accommodation, 
email Geralyn.Taylor@alexandriava.gov or call 
703.746.4084, Virginia Relay 711.  

Classifieds
Obituaries
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Please contact us for more information on our listings or to discuss how we can help you achieve your real estate goals.

Love Where You Live!

sue@thegoodhartgroup.com  |  allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
www.thegoodhartgroup.com  |  703.362.3221

#1 Agent at McEnearney Associates (Alexandria’s #1 Real Estate Company)

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292

active 
OFFERED AT $1,795,000
506summers.mcenearney.com 

506 SummERS COuRT

active 
OFFERED AT $939,900
303summers.mcenearney.com 

303 SummERS DRivE

OPeN SUN 4/3,  2-4 
OFFERED AT $799,900
1026cross.mcenearney.com

1026 CROSS DRivE  

active 
OFFERED AT $1,199,900
4120seminary.mcenearney.com 

4120 SEminARy ROAD

OPeN SUN 4/3,  1-4 
OFFERED AT $1,198,900
1250washington605.mcenearney.com

1250 S. WAShingTOn ST #605

OPeN SUN 4/3,  2-4 
OFFERED AT $1,049,000
3002cameronmills.mcenearney.com

3002 CAmEROn millS ROAD 

active
OFFERED AT $1,049,900
3939fortworth.mcenearney.com 

3939 FORT WORTh AvEnuE 

active  
OFFERED AT $1,350,000
1810orchard.mcenearney.com

1810 ORChARD STREET 

OPeN SUN 4/3,  2-4
OFFERED AT $899,900
2309valley.mcenearney.com

2309 vAllEy DRivE 

active 
OFFERED AT $759,000
8615buckboard.mcenearney.com

8615 BuCkBOARD DRivE 

active 
OFFERED AT $472,900
1016wayne804.mcenearney.com

1016 S. WAynE STREET #804

OPeN SUN 4/3,  2-4
OFFERED AT $549,900
4109bedrock.mcenearney.com

4109 BEDROCk COuRT

active 
OFFERED AT $275,000
1100quakerhill6.mcenearney.com 

1100 QuAkER hill DRivE #6 

active 
OFFERED AT $218,900
36015th104.mcenearney.com

3601 S. 5Th STREET #104

active 
OFFERED AT $825,000
2050jamieson1016.mcenearney.com

2050 JAmiESOn AvEnuE #1016 

active 
OFFERED AT $2,195,000
2210russell.mcenearney.com 

2210 RuSSEll ROAD 


