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Ruggiero did not respond to re-
quests for comment.
 The TFAA presented its plan 
to the public last Friday at a birth-
day celebration for arts center 
founder and former state delegate 
Marian van Landingham. The 
artists’ proposal, put together by 
a variety of members, calls first 
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Artists release plan for 
Torpedo Factory’s future

Failing students’ families 
told of SOL opt-out right

CEO Eric Wallner set to 
depart this month
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The Torpedo Factory Artists’ 
Association presented its propos-
al for the future of the Torpedo 
Factory Arts Center last week, a 
plan that would give greater con-
trol to artists at the center.
 But its future could be in 
an even greater state of flux, 
as current CEO Eric Wallner 
is slated to leave his position at 
the end of this month. 
 Wallner declined to com-
ment, but Torpedo Factory 

spokeswoman 
Alyssa Ross said 
he rejected an 
offer by the city 

to become a public employee 
when it officially takes over 
temporary center operations 
next month. 
 Under that plan, beginning 
October 1 the city will lease 
studio space directly to the art-
ists, The Art League, galleries 
and the Bread and Chocolate 
cafe. When officials announced 
the move in May, they said the 
temporary control could last up 
to three years.
 Ross said Diane Ruggiero, 
deputy director of the city de-
partment of recreation, parks 
and cultural activities, will as-
sume more of a leadership role 
during the temporary regime 
following Wallner’s departure. SEE TORPEDO FACTORY | 7

 

REMEMBRANCE AND A CELEBRATION
Retired U.S. Gen. Bob Wood speaks at the 9/11 ceremony (top). Wood 
survived the Pentagon attack when a female civilian employee pulled 
him from his office after Flight 77 crashed into the building. Mayor Alli-
son Silberberg (top, inset) rings the remembrance bell during the Return 
to Quarters ceremony honoring the nearly 3,000 victims who died in the 
9/11 attacks. Nearly 250 people, including Silberberg and City Coun-
cilors Del Pepper and Willie Bailey attended the Ethiopian New Year 
Celebration on September 9 at the Durant Arts Center. Cultural tradi-
tions, Grammy-nominated singer Wayna (inset), a youth choir (above) 
and Fendika, troupe of musicians and dancers, kept spirits high.

PHOTOS/ MATT ANDREA

PHOTOS/ DENISE DUNBAR

Declined tests at Cora 
Kelly then excluded from 
accreditation statistics
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Alexandria City Public 
Schools officials reported that 
the families of more than three 
dozen students at Cora Kelly 
School for Math, Science and 
Technology may have been 
improperly informed of their 
right to opt out of state Stan-
dards of Learning tests.
 A report from the school 
district said that in May, Cora 
Kelly principal Brandon Davis 
told teachers to contact parents 

of students expected not to do 
well on the exams about their 
right to refuse to take them. 
Those students were not of-
fered extra help to prepare for 
the standardized tests.
 Under Virginia Senate Bill 
427, which passed in this year’s 
General Assembly session, 
any parent is allowed to pull 
their child out of an SOL test, 
and those withdrawals are not 
counted in a school’s accredita-
tion statistics with the Virginia 
Department of Education. 
 A total of 37 parent refusal 
letters were sent to Cora Kelly 

ahead of the spring 2016 SOL 
test window, of which 26 chose 
to opt out. Eleven chose to take 
the tests after all.
 In a review of historical SOL 
data, ACPS found that 21 of 26 
students had historically, on 
average, had scores of 425 and 
below. Students must score at 
least 400 to pass. The investiga-
tion in May found that staff at 
the school had been instructed 
to inform only some families of 
their right to refuse testing.
 The report called that se-

SEE CORA KELLY | 6
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The time to sell is now. Let me put my 28 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

$3,350 per month
G.W. PARK

CONTRACT 

PENDIN
G

Deceivingly spacious 2 level home less than a 
mile to King St. METRO!

3 bedrooms (all main level), 2 baths, with huge walk-out lower level. 
Living room with gas fireplace, eat-in kitchen with vaulted ceilings and 
skylight. Lower level family room, full bath, guest room and kitchen-

ette. Large fenced yard with patio.

$859,000
OLD TOWN

Beautifully 
renovated 
detached historic 
home in the SE 
quadrant of town!
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
2 finished levels. Plenty 
of natural light with 
windows on all sides. 
Living room with gas 
fireplace and cozy den. 
Open kitchen and din-
ing room with French 
doors to a lovely yard 
with patio and garden. 
Blocks to shops, restau-
rants and the river.

$929,000
OLD TOWN

Gorgeous 
historic home 
with expansive 
formal garden!
2 bedroom, 2 bath 
brick semi-detached 
home dating from 
1820. Living room 
with fireplace, tall ceil-
ings and floor to ceil-
ing built-ins. Gracious 
dining room, eat-in 
kitchen with brick 
floors and access to the 
fabulous garden and 
patio. Upper level with 
2 bedrooms, a family 
room and full bath. 

$925,000
ROSEMONT

Classic 1920s colonial in the shadow of the 
Masonic Temple 3 blocks to Metro!

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths with 3 finished levels. Living room with 
fireplace, den with wet bar, formal dining room and kitchen 

with access to the partially fenced yard with deck. Lower level 
recreation room, 3rd full bath and lots of storage space!

$645,000
DEALE MARYLAND

Enjoy panoramic views in this restored waterfront 
Bay Home with a one of a kind boathouse!

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 3 finished levels. Abundant charm and  
character with open spaces and plenty of room for entertaining. 

Large deck with retractable awning, pier with 3 boat slips.  
Only 35 minutes from Old Town! Call Debbie: 703-380-8966

$622,900
DEL RAY

 Abundant charm and character in this updated 
townhouse steps to shops & restaurants!

3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 3 finished levels and 2 off street parking spaces. 
Kitchen with access to the yard opens to the dining room. Walk-out 
lower level with recreation room, 3rd bedroom & updated full bath. 

Deep fenced yard with patio. 

CONTRACT

PENDIN
G

COMIN
G

SOON

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855
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Gorgeous Flowers Delivered 
NATIONWIDE & COMMUNITYWIDE

mention this ad
10  

NEW showroom location
4406 Wheeler Ave, Alexandria, Va.

703-310-6746  • www.conklyns.com

%
OFF

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Falling in Love ~
It’s easy to love Rudy, a pure-bred  

St. Bernard with a big heart.  
Rudy is one of our seniors, hoping for 

a loving home for his golden years.

FOR INFO ABOUT ALEXANDRIA’S 
ADOPTABLE PETS, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 or visit  
www.alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU

 The American Horticul-
tural Society is slated to hold 
its 23rd annual gala Saturday 
evening at River Farm.
 Officials said the theme of 
this year’s event is “Celebrat-
ing the Gardens of Virginia: 
Enjoying the Beauty and 
Bounty of the Earth,” and they 
will host Dean Norton, direc-
tor of horticulture at George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon 

Estate and Gardens, as their 
honored guest.
 “[Norton has been] a cham-
pion for not only Mount Ver-
non’s landscape, but also for 
several other historically sig-
nificant gardens in Virginia, 
including River Farm,” said 
AHS executive director Tom 
Underwood in a statement. 
“No one works as tirelessly 
as Dean to encourage wider 

appreciation for the abundant 
splendor of these gardens.”
 The gala includes dinner, 
live music and a silent auction 
featuring cultural and historic 
memorabilia and activities. 
For more information, visit 
www.ahs.org/gala.

- Times staff

Performer should have 
been issued warning,  
officials said
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Officials announced last 
week they would review the 
city’s noise ordinances after a 
popular Old Town street per-
former was wrongfully arrested 
earlier this month.
 Shortly before 10 p.m. on 
September 2, a sergeant with 
the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment observed Krista Clouse, 
a longtime busker in the neigh-
borhood known for singing op-
era, performing near the corner 
of King and North Lee streets. 
The sergeant informed her that 
while she was free to continue 
singing, she could not use an 
amplifier without a permit.  
 After Clouse continued to 
use the speaker system, she was 
arrested and brought before a 
magistrate. The magistrate is-
sued a warrant for a misdemean-
or noise violation and released 
Clouse pending a trial date.
 Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter advised the city 
after reviewing the arrest that 
this type of noise violation 
should have been addressed 
first through a written warn-
ing. City spokesman Craig Fi-
fer said in a statement that if a 
written order to cease was is-
sued and then a person refused 
to comply with that order, a 

criminal arrest would have 
been appropriate. 
 As a result, officials said the 
case will not be prosecuted and 
the charge will be dropped.
 Clouse is a Brazilian-Amer-
ican native of the city, and an 
alumnus of the Boston Univer-
sity College of Fine Arts. She 
has performed and won awards 
around the world, and is tenta-
tively scheduled to tour South 
Korea and China this fall.
 “I would like to publicly 
apologize to Ms. Clouse for the 
way this situation was handled,” 
said City Manager Mark Jinks 
in a statement. “While we are 
obligated to enforce certain re-
strictions, we did not follow the 
correct procedure in this case.”
 Clouse did not respond to 
requests for comment. Police 
spokeswoman Crystal Nosal 
said the sergeant was on patrol 
in Old Town that night, leading 
to the interaction between him 
and Clouse. 
 Residents also are able to 
lodge noise complaints with the 
office of environmental qual-
ity in the city’s department of 
transportation and environ-
mental services, and with the 
city’s code administration for 
complaints about construction, 
construction devices and power 
equipment noise.
 After the arrest and Clouse’s 
release, city officials announced 

a review of noise ordinances 
and how they apply to street 
performers. During an initial 
review period, officials said po-
lice officers and other enforce-
ment staff will seek voluntary 
compliance if noise violations 
are reported or observed.
 Later this month, the city 
will issue clear guidelines to 
staff and residents regarding 
how the current ordinance will 
be enforced. City staff will fol-
low with a comprehensive re-
view of all noise ordinances and 
recommend any needed chang-
es to city council.
 Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
said city staff and councilors 
must use caution as they refine 
the code. Wilson said he has 
heard from some in the commu-
nity that they prefer to restrict 
amplified noise in the public 
right-of-way, but there are a lot 
of layers to future discussions.
 “The existing code has 
some subjective language that 
I think is problematic, but then 
some very quantifiable lan-
guage: ways to measure deci-
bels, amplification period, as 
there’s either amplification or 
not,” he said. “We’ll look at the 
totality of the section and will 
also look at applicable court 
precedent as well as actions by 
the general assembly and make 
sure we’re consistent with all 
of that.”

River Farm to host American 
Horticultural Society gala

City to review noise ordinance after 
street performer’s arrest

AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
  23RD ANNUAL GALA    

Celebrating the
Gardens of Virginia
Enjoying the Beauty and Bounty of the Earth

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2016
6:00–10:00 PM

American Horticultural Society’s
River Farm Headquarters in Alexandria, Virginia

HONORED GUEST

J. Dean Norton
Director of Horticulture at 

George Washington’s Mount Vernon

Tickets and tables available until September 9.

For more information, please call (703) 768-5700 x127, 
e-mail sklejst@ahs.org or visit www.ahs.org/gala

Cooley LLP  PLATINUM  

John Marshall Bank  BRONZE

SILVER  Hudson Studio

MEDIA  Alexandria Times 

SPONSORS

River Farm



....4 | SEPTEMBER 15, 2016 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

 The Romanian hacker 
known as “Guccifer” was sen-
tenced to 52 months in prison 
earlier this month after he plead-
ed guilty to a slew of computer 
crimes. He has been held at 
Alexandria’s William G. Trues-
dale Detention Center since his 
arrest in 2014.
 Marcel Lehel Lazar, 44, of 
Arad, Romania, was sentenced 
September 1 for unlawfully ac-
cessing the private online ac-
counts of at least 100 Americans 
and causing the public release of 
this information on the Internet. 
 He was sentenced to 28 
months in prison for unauthor-
ized access to a protected com-
puter and 24 months for aggra-
vated identity theft. Lazar also 
was ordered to serve three years 
of probation, forfeit online stor-
age accounts that contained vic-
tim information and pay restitu-
tion to his victims.
 Lazar pleaded guilty on May 
25. According to court docu-
ments, from at least October 
2012 until January 2014, he in-
tentionally gained unauthorized 
access to email and social media 
accounts belonging to approxi-
mately 100 Americans, and he 
did so to unlawfully obtain his 

victims’ personal information 
and email correspondence.  
 While some of Lazar’s targets 
were public figures — including 
a former U.S. cabinet member 
and a former member of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff — other tar-
gets were private citizens whom 
Lazar selected because they ap-
peared in the email contact lists 
of other victims. In some in-
stances, Lazar impersonated his 
victims online to, among other 
things, harass and collect infor-
mation about other victims.
 Lazar admitted that to con-
ceal his identity from law en-
forcement, he used proxy serv-
ers to mask his location, and 
when he believed his identity 
had been uncovered he used an 
ax to smash his computer de-
vices and cellphone. Lazar also 
admitted that he committed his 
crimes while on probation in 
Romania for earlier computer 
hacking offenses.
 This case was investigated 
by the FBI, the Defense Security 
Service and the Secret Service, 
with assistance from the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s Office 
of International Affairs and the 
Romanian Ministry of Justice.

- Chris Teale

 A Maryland man was sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison 
last week for a slaying in Old 

Town earlier this year.
 George McGee, 22, of 
Capitol Heights, Md., pleaded 

guilty in Alexandria Circuit 
Court to second-degree mur-
der in connection with the 
March 28 homicide of Melaku 
Abraha, 68, of Alexandria.
 McGee was sentenced to 30 
years in prison, with 15 years 
of that sentence suspended on 
the condition of uniform good 
behavior and compliance with 
supervised probation for 10 
years upon his release.
 According to prosecutors, 
video evidence obtained by 
the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment and eyewitness testimo-
ny established the defendant 
encountered Abraha at a cash 
machine in the 400 block of 
King St. a little after 9 p.m. 
McGee followed the victim, 
sometimes walking ahead of 
him, as the victim walked west 
on King. When Abraha turned 
onto South Alfred Street, 

the defendant ap-
proached him and 
punched him, caus-
ing the victim to fall 
to the ground and 
strike his head.
  McGee then 
stole the victim’s 
wallet and ran west 
on Duke Street. He 
ran into the King Street Met-
ro station, jumped a turnstile 
and took a train to the Capitol 
Heights Metro station, where 
he exited the system.
 “By all accounts, the vic-
tim, Mr. Abraha, was a peace-
ful and loving person who is 
dearly missed by his family 
and friends,” said Common-

wealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter in a 
statement. “I hope 
that the arrest and 
guilty plea in this 
case brings some 
solace to those 
that loved him. My 
thoughts are prayers 
are with all those 

affected by this senseless trag-
edy, and I regret that it is not 
within my power to truly make 
this right.”
 Deputy Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Cathryn Evans and 
Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Audra O’Brien pros-
ecuted the case.

- Chris Teale

Romanian hacker sentenced 
to four years in prison

George McGee pleads guilty to Old Town homicide in March

1 share = 6 pieces  
of artwork = $250 
Support local artists by purchasing  
shares redeemable for six pieces  
of original artwork created specifically
for CSA Alexandria including photography,  
glass, pastels, watercolors and ceramics.

WHAT IS CSA? Based on the Community 
Supported Agriculture model providing seasonal 
produce directly from local farmers, Community 
Supported Art (CSA) provides a fun and unique 
way to acquire original art from regional artists 
while supporting local art. To purchase a share 
and learn more about the featured artists, visit 
alexandriava.gov/74780

Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities’  
Office of the Arts • 1108 Jefferson St. Alexandria, VA 22314

703.746.5566
alexandriava.gov/74780

703.746.5566
alexandriava.gov/74780

Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities’
Office of the Arts1108 Jefferson St. Alexandria, VA 22314

1 share = 6 pieces of artwork = $250
Support local artists by purchasing shares
redeemable for six pieces of original artwork created
specifically for CSA Alexandria, including photography,
glass, pastels, watercolors and ceramics.

Purchase online today –
shares are selling quickly!

WHAT IS CSA? Based on the Community Supported
Agriculture model providing seasonal produce directly from
local farmers, Community Supported Art (CSA) provides a fun
and unique way to acquire original art from regional artists while
supporting local art. To purchase a share and learn more about
the featured artists, visit alexandriava.gov/74780

STEP 1: purchase a share online at alexandriava.gov/74780
STEP 2: pick up your art and meet the artists at the Pick-Up
                Party on Wednesday, Sept. 28

STEP 1: purchase a share online at alexandriava.gov/74780
STEP 2: pick up your art and meet the artists at the 
               Pick-Up Party on Wednesday, Sept. 28

LOCALLY
PRODUCED

Purchase online today -  
shares are selling quickly!

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

2016 PERSONAL AND BUSINESS PROPERTY TAXES ARE DUE
OCTOBER 5, 2016

Personal property taxes, decal fees and residential parking fees, if applicable, must be paid no 
later than October 5, 2016, to avoid late payment penalty and interest. Business property taxes 
must also be paid by October 5, 2016. Please see the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/finance 
for more information.

A City license decal and residential parking decal, if applicable, were mailed with the personal 
property tax bills to most residents. The City license decal should be removed from the back 
of the bill and applied inside the front windshield next to the vehicle inspection decal. The 
residential parking decal should be applied to the driver’s side rear bumper.

Pay by credit card or eCheck on the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/payments. Pay in person 
at City Hall or at any SunTrust Bank Branch located in the City. Personal property tax payments 
can also be mailed to City of Alexandria, PO Box 34899, Alexandria, VA 22334-0899. Business 
property tax payments can be mailed to City of Alexandria, PO Box 34901, Alexandria, VA 22334-
0901. Payments can also be made with cash only at approximately 70 Global Express Cash 
Payment Centers located throughout Northern Virginia. For a complete list of the available cash 
payment centers, please visit the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/payments. 

For vehicle assessment questions or to receive a tax bill, please email vehicletax@alexandriava.
gov or call Personal Property at 703.746.3995. For business assessment questions or to 
receive a tax bill, please email businesstax@alexandriava.gov or call Business Tax at 
703.746.3903, option 2. For payment questions, please email payments@alexandriava.gov 
or call the Treasury Division at 703.746.3902, option 8. 

LEGAL NOTICE

George McGee
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241 S. Van Dorn St. Alexandria, Virginia 22304
Phone: (703) 746-9054  |  www.lostiosgrill.com

Fine Tex-Mex & Salvadorean Food
2nd Location now open

in Van Dorn Plaza!

VisitAlexandriaVA.com/ArtFest

Howard Alan Events
ArtFestival.com Painting by Torpedo Factory Art Center

 artist Anna Shakeeva

Top priorities in this year’s 
package are Innovation, 
business competitiveness
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The Alexandria Chamber 
of Commerce released its 2017 
legislative agenda last week, 
advocating for policies that em-
phasize innovation and keeping 
city businesses competitive in a 
crowded marketplace.
 Put together by the cham-
ber’s government relations 
committee, the agenda priori-
tizes policies it wishes to see 
city council pursue, in addition 
to regional and statewide bod-
ies like the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Authority and 
the Virginia General Assembly.
 “For the Alexandria cham-
ber, a 21st century Alexandria 
is a thriving, successful mu-
nicipality, embracing its unique 
character, attracting people to 
live, work, build businesses, 
volunteer and contribute sig-
nificantly to our community 

and our economy,” the agenda’s 
introduction reads.
 The issues of innovation 
and business competitiveness 
come hot on the heels of a pe-
riod of business turnover on 
King Street and elsewhere in 
the city, while Alexandria faces 
competition from numerous 
neighboring jurisdictions for 
new businesses and customers.
 To try and stay ahead of the 
competition, the chamber urg-
es city council to vigorously 
continue pursuing its broad-
band Internet initiative. After 
soliciting information from 
private companies last year, 
officials hope to build a fiber 
optic network for city facilities 
that can be rented to network 
carriers, who then would pro-
vide service to residential and 
commercial users.
 The chamber also supports 
efforts to explore the establish-
ment of an Old Town business 
improvement district, which 

it argues “would increase Al-
exandria’s competitiveness as 
a destination for business and 
tourism.” Having been recom-
mended by the city’s waterfront 
commission for Old Town and 
the redeveloping area along the 
Potomac River, an exploratory 
committee is examining various 
aspects of such a proposal.
 Officials said it is key to 
ensure that any potential spe-
cial tax districts are tailored to 
the areas they service and tax 
only businesses, not residential 
properties. BIDs can take on a 
variety of roles, including help-
ing with marketing, beautifica-
tion, parking and attraction of 
new business among others.
 “The agenda comes out of 
a diverse set of businesses who 
are part of the chamber and are 
specifically interested in policy 
issues and advocacy,” said Lau-
rie MacNamara, chairwoman of 

Chamber of commerce
2017 legislative agenda set

SEE CHAMBER  | 10
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lective informing of parents 
“highly inappropriate,” but did 
not say why only parents of 
struggling students were told of 
their ability to opt out.
 Davis remains principal 
at Cora Kelly. ACPS spokes-
woman Helen Lloyd said he 

was disciplined but declined 
to comment further due to per-
sonnel confidentiality.
 “ACPS regrets that this hap-
pened,” said Schools Super-
intendent Alvin Crawley in a 
statement. “ACPS believes the 
principal exercised poor judg-
ment and we took the appropriate 
actions as a result. The incident 

was investigated and corrective 
action was taken by the central 
office as soon as the irregularity 
came to light, prior to the start of 
SOL testing. 
 “During this period of in-
vestigation, ACPS actions were 
transparent, accountable and 
followed procedures set out by 
the state at all times. This proce-

CORA KELLY     FROM | 1

ALEXANDRIA SHOWROOM
795 Duke Street • 571.321.7495 • POMPY.COM

Mon-Wed 10-6 • Thurs 10-7 • Fri-Sat 10-6 • Sun 11-5

 

BU I LT J UST FOR YOU
HANDCRAFTED. TIMELESS.

Visit us at the
CAPITAL HOME SHOW

September 23rd - 25th

Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly, VA

Stop by the showroom to receive 
a ticket for free admission.

*while supplies las t

dure deviated from ACPS prac-
tices and professional expecta-
tions related to the SOL testing 
implementation process.”
 When the allegations first 
surfaced earlier this year, Davis 
apologized but said in a state-
ment that staff almost imme-
diately looked to rectify any 
problems caused.
 “My actions did not affect 
the subsequent SOL testing pro-
cedures at Cora Kelly,” Davis 
said at the time. “The testing 
procedures that were followed 
were in line with procedures 
set by the state and ACPS. … 
The school division personally 
contacted each of the parents 
of the students involved and no 
student went into the testing pe-
riod without the opportunity to 
participate in the tests.
 “Further, the school divi-
sion had additional staff from 
the office of accountability par-
ticipating in the monitoring of 
SOL tests at Cora Kelly during 
the testing period.”
 No parents chose to remove 
their child from SOL testing 
in the 2014-2015 school year, 
when Cora Kelly saw percent-
age point increases of between 
8 and 12 percent in pass rates in 
English, math, science and his-
tory over the previous year.
 The increase in pass rates 
occurred while 87 percent of 
the approximately 357 stu-
dents at Cora Kelly receiving 
free or reduced lunches and 
more than half of students 
spoke English as a second 
language, leading to Davis re-
ceiving several honors.
 In March, he was named Vir-
ginia Distinguished Principal of 
the Year by the Virginia Associa-
tion of Elementary School Prin-

cipals, while in 2014 he received 
a Washington Post Distinguished 
Education Leadership Award.
 “I feel happy that it’s an-
other example that poverty 
does not restrict kids from 
learning and growing, and I’m 
hoping that as people see and 
hear this story, the expecta-
tions for kids in poverty and 
minorities are raised to the 
level that they can achieve 
like everybody else,” Davis 
said in an interview after re-
ceiving his VAESP award.
 After the revelations and 
ACPS’ initial investigation, 
VDOE officials said it will 
carry out an unannounced audit 
next spring to verify that school 
processes are adhering to state 
and local policies. During the 
2016 testing period, staff from 
the ACPS accountability office 
monitored processes and pro-
cedures through the district’s 
internal audit process. The re-
port says that such measures 
may continue in future years if 
deemed necessary.
 In addition, more training 
will be done for school testing 
coordinators, administrators 
and SOL examiners, which 
the report said, “will further 
highlight both state and divi-
sion expectations and specific 
processes regarding the parent 
refusal process.”
 Davis apologized unreserv-
edly for the incident, and prom-
ised nothing similar will hap-
pen again.
 “I wish to stress that I did not 
do anything that I perceived was 
intentionally wrong at the time,” 
Davis said in a statement. “I did 
not place my opinion on any-
body. I apologize for the impact 
my actions have had on ACPS.”

ACPS regrets that this happened. 
ACPS believes the principal 

exercised poor judgment and we took 
the appropriate actions as a result. The 
incident was investigated and corrective 
action was taken by the central office 
as soon as the irregularity came to 
light, prior to the start of SOL testing.” 

- Schools Superintendent Alvin Crawley
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James E. Ross, Associate 
Director of Conducting 
at Juilliard, opens the 
season with a pair of 
third symphonies by 
Beethoven and 
Sibelius!Sibelius!

$20-80 Adult • $5 Youth (18 and under)

BEETHOVEN
Symphony No. 3 “Eroica”

Festival
 family fall

Saturday 
SEPT. 24 
12 - 4PM

 Kids 
activities

 Live music

Food, beer 
and wine

FORT WARD PARK 
4301 W. Braddock Rd 

Alexandria, VA

Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities’  
Office of the Arts • 1108 Jefferson St. Alexandria, VA 22314

Billy Rose Jr. Construction Co. is properly 
liscenced and insured in both Maryland and Virginia.

Billy W. Rose Jr.
Construction Company

Home Improvement Specialist Since 1983

240-299-0986
Design Build ~ Additions
~ Kitchens ~ Bathrooms

Simply done well.
www.billyroseconstruction.com

/billyroseconstruction/

for the dissolution of the current 
board and the establishment of  a 
new one led by artists as the main 
stakeholders.
 Consulting firm The Cultural 
Planning Group suggested a new 
board independent from city 
control and able to select its own 
members. But the TFAA plan 
advocates placing artists and of-
ficials from The Art League on 
the board and giving them equal 
representation. Because the city 
owns the building, this proposal 
also calls for government offi-
cials to hold some board slots.
 “Those are the three major 
stakeholders, and there’s a lot of 
history about how arts centers 
and arts organizations across the 
country are successful or not,” 
said TFAA president Don Viehm-
an. “Ones that are most successful 
financially and for a long time pe-
riod are ones that are artist-led. So 
we felt that was a very important 
segment of it too.”
 The CPG report released ear-
lier this year said management 
should be streamlined under 
one nonprofit organization. The 
report’s findings were endorsed 
in March by the center’s current 
13-member board as well as the 
city commission for the arts.
 But it exposed deepening 
rifts among board members over 
the center’s direction. City of-
ficials commissioned the report 
after Torpedo Factory leadership 
asked the city for a rent rebate of 
$137,500 to pay for capital im-
provements in the building.
 Viehman said that instead 
of treating the Torpedo Fac-
tory like a nonprofit organiza-
tion or a charity, artists should 
be respected as small busi-
nesses, and the center should 
uphold its marketplace feel.
 “We decided to come back 
to the model of the marketplace, 
and what does a marketplace 
do?” he said. “It tries to find a 
transaction between people. It 
tries to provide our job as resi-
dents there, as artists, both on 
an individual level and on a col-
lective level in terms of operat-
ing the arts center, is to create 

products and services that peo-
ple find useful and are willing 
to transact about. We feel like 
there are lots of ways to do that.”
 The artists’ proposal includes 
increasing revenue streams 
through public-private partner- 
ships, as well as partnering 
with local businesses for whom 
products or services in the Tor-
pedo Factory may be useful. 
The TFAA plan also suggests 
increasing event-space rentals 
and diversifying the art on offer. 
 One example Viehman 
gave is “A Dream Within A 
Dream: Madness,” an immer-
sive play about the writer Ed-
gar Allan Poe that he said can 
fit with the art already being 
done on the premises, so long 
as it does not overtake the Tor-

pedo Factory’s core mission.
 “As artists, we’re thrilled to 
apply our creativity to a business 
challenge that affects our liveli-
hoods,” said Rachel Kerwin, an 
artist at the Torpedo Factory, 
in a statement.  “It’s also excit-
ing to demonstrate that we’re 
more than just an ‘artist colony.’  
We’re small businesses commit-
ted to making the Torpedo Fac-
tory a dynamic marketplace. We 
all win when that happens.”
 Viehman said by diversify-
ing revenue streams beyond art-
ist rent, income from The Target 
Gallery’s gift shop, the Bread 
and Chocolate cafe and event 
rentals, the Torpedo Factory can 
be financially self-sustaining. 

TORPEDO FACTORY
 FROM | 1

SEE TORPEDO FACTORY  | 13



....8 | SEPTEMBER 15, 2016 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

703.780.2000 | mountvernon.org

When life feels like a balancing act, 

escape to the past.
Join us for 18th-century crafts, games, 
puppet shows & more family fun at our 

20th annual Colonial Market & Fair!

September 17-18, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Included in general admission.  
Buy tickets online & save.

 A man held up a beauty 
store at gunpoint during a 
commercial robbery on Rich-
mond Highway late last month, 
police said.
 According to officials with 
the Fairfax County Police De-
partment, the man allegedly 
entered Beauty Island at 7814 
Richmond Highway at around 
11:15 a.m. August 23. He re-
portedly entered the store, 
brandished a handgun and de-
manded money.
 Police said he then forced 
two female employees and 
a 7-year-old girl into a back 
room before he fled with an 

undisclosed amount of cash. 
There were no injuries. 
 The suspect was described 
as 25 to 35 years old, about 
5-feet-10 inches tall with a 
muscular build, wearing a 
black ski mask, white shirt 
and black pants.
 The FBI’s Violent Crimes 
Task Force joined the inves-
tigation, with the bureau of-
fering a reward of $5,000 for 
information that leads to the 
suspect’s identification.
 Fairfax County police asked 
that anyone with further infor-
mation call Detective J. Hoff-
man at 703-246-7800.

 Police charged a man last 
month with sexual battery af-
ter he allegedly operated ille-
gally as a doctor on Richmond 
Highway and touched a patient 
inappropriately.
 Fabio Suarez Valderrama, 
54, of Burke, was working as 
a volunteer doctor at HIBP 
Medical Services, located at 
6911 Richmond Highway and 
under investigation by the 
Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment’s major crime detectives 
of the sex crimes unit for its 

practices.
 After further investigation, 
it was determined 
Valderrama was ap-
parently conducting 
medical examinations 
and allegedly touched 
a patient inappropri-
ately on June 23. He is 
reportedly a licensed 
doctor in Columbia 
but does not have a 
medical license in the United 
States.
 On August 17, a warrant 

was obtained for Valderrama. 
That same day, he turned him-

self into the Fairfax 
County Adult Deten-
tion Center where the 
warrant was served.
      Detectives with the 
sex crimes unit believe 
there are other victims, 
and ask anyone with 
information or who 
experienced a similar 

incident with the accused to 
contact Detective J. Wagner at 
703-246-7800.

NEWS FROM GREATER ALEXANDRIA | BY CHRIS TEALEOVER THE LINE  
Man holds two adults and child 
at gunpoint during robbery

Unlicensed “doctor” charged with sexual battery

Motorist charged with taking indecent liberties

Fabio Suarez
Valderrama

 A man was killed after 
being struck by a car on 
Richmond Highway before 
the start of the morning 
rush hour late last month, 
police said.
 Officers from the Fairfax 
County Police Department 
responded to the 8300 block 
of Richmond Highway at 
around 6:17 a.m. August 30 
after reports that a pedestrian 
had been struck by an SUV.
 The pedestrian, Aaron 
Nelson McCullough, 56, of 
no fixed address, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

 Officers located the scene 
of the incident and sum-
moned detectives from the 
crash reconstruction unit, 
while motor squad officers 
responded for traffic control. 
Gregory Drive and Mohawk 
Lane on the southbound side 
were shut down for the in-
vestigation.
 Fairfax County police said 
a preliminary investigation 
suggested that McCullough 
was walking in the far left 
lane going southbound on 
Richmond Highway and was 
not in a crosswalk. He con-

tinued to walk in the left lane 
and was struck by a 2008 
GMC Yukon traveling south. 
The 69-year-old female driv-
er of the SUV immediately 
stopped and remained on the 
scene.
 Neither speed nor alcohol 
appear to be factors in this 
crash, and police said there 
are no charges pending. The 
investigation continues.
 Anyone who witnessed 
this crash or has further in-
formation is asked to contact 
the Fairfax County Police 
Department’s crash recon-
struction unit at 703-280-
0543 or the FCPD at 703-
691-2131.

Pedestrian killed in fatal Richmond Highway crash

 Police charged an Alexan-
dria man with taking indecent 
liberties after he allegedly ex-
posed himself to a 10-year-old 
child while driving.
 Jovica Stanisic, 26, 
allegedly approached 
a girl and her friend in 
his car while they were 
walking to the River-
side Gardens Commu-
nity swimming pool. 
Near the intersection of 
Stable Drive and Stir-
rup Lane at around 6:15 p.m. 
August 16, Stanisic allegedly 
drove up to them in a silver se-
dan and asked for directions to 

Sandburg Middle School.
 The 10-year-old victim re-
ported that she could see that 
the man’s genitalia were ex-

posed through his zip-
per and that he was 
touching himself inap-
propriately. She gave 
the suspect directions 
and he drove away. 
The victim was not 
injured and there was 
no attempt to lure the 
children into his car, 

police said. She alerted her par-
ents, who reported the incident 
to the Fairfax County Police 
Department.

 Detectives canvassed the Riv-
erside Gardens and Waynewood 
neighborhoods and developed in-
formation that led them to Stanis-
ic, who was arrested and charged 
on August 23. One piece of infor-
mation that distinguished him is a 
tattoo on his right arm, which was 
described by witnesses.
 Officers with Fairfax Coun-
ty police said others may have 
encountered Stanisic under 
similar circumstances and ask 
that anyone with additional in-
formation call Detective Hor-
ton at 703-246-7800 or the Fair-
fax County Police Department 
at 703-691-2131.

Jovica Stanisic
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the chamber’s government rela-
tions committee. “A lot of the 
traditional areas that group has 
focused on are represented here, 
but it was very clear in our dis-
cussion that the city really is in 
a position to help businesses be 
more competitive in an increas-

ingly competitive area. 
 “A number of our members 
are concerned, for example, 
about some of the small busi-
nesses on King Street.”
 In keeping with previous 
legislative agendas, the cham-
ber emphasizes the construc-
tion of the Potomac Yard Met-
ro station and the development 

of the surrounding area as an-
other way to keep Alexandria 
competitive. It argues the proj-
ect must be one of the city’s 
top priorities, and that new 
funding opportunities must be 
continually pursued.
 Earlier this year, city coun-
cil approved the design con-
cept and land-use changes 

CHAMBER  FROM | 5

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call 

the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new 
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, 
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple 
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can 
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare 
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the 
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers 
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, 
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring 
and security  that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care 
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever 
need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

It’s really just understanding 
the process better and getting 

organized to be more effective. 
We’ve learned from fellow chambers. 
The Northern Virginia Chamber of 
Commerce does a fabulous job with 
this. They have a lot more issues that 
they are concerned about in Richmond. 
But that being said, we’ve learned a lot 
from how they go about engaging with 
their General Assembly delegation. 
That’s been very helpful to us.”

- Laurie MacNamara, Chairwoman, Alexandria 
Chamber of Commerce government relations committee

for the station and the nearby 
Potomac Yard and Potomac 
Greens parks. It is expected to 
cost $268.1 million, and would 
be funded by a patchwork of 
sources including a Tier II 
Special Tax District on nearby 
residences, a loan from the 
Virginia Transportation In-
frastructure Bank and a grant 
from the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Authority.
 Elsewhere in the chamber’s 
agenda, which includes sec-
tions dealing with priorities 
for finance, land use and small 
business, are several issues the 
chamber wishes to see discussed 
at the state and regional levels.
 In particular, the chamber 
wishes to see cross-jurisdictional 
transportation funding pursued 
through the NVTA. One ex-
ample it gives is for Alexandria 
to work with Fairfax County to 
secure 70 percent of the fund-
ing needed for capacity solutions 
along the Van Dorn Street/Eisen-
hower Avenue corridor that runs 
through both jurisdictions.
 The chamber also said it 
wishes to see modernization 
of Virginia’s alcohol regula-
tions, especially the manda-
tory ratio of food sales to spirit 
sales that businesses must 
maintain. Officials said since 
Alexandria must compete with 
neighboring jurisdictions with 
less stringent ABC laws, there 
must be adaptation.
 MacNamara said the renewed 

emphasis on issues that stretch 
beyond Alexandria’s borders 
means engaging earlier with the 
city’s delegation in the General 
Assembly and using their expe-
rience, as well as that of city lob-
byist Bernie Caton.
 “It’s really just understand-
ing the process better and get-
ting organized to be more effec-
tive,” MacNamara said. “We’ve 
learned from fellow chambers. 
The Northern Virginia Cham-
ber of Commerce does a fabu-
lous job with this. They have a 
lot more issues that they are con-
cerned about in Richmond. But 
that being said, we’ve learned a 
lot from how they go about en-
gaging with their General As-
sembly delegation. That’s been 
very helpful to us.”
 The city stands on the cusp 
of welcoming another federal 
government agency next year, as 
the National Science Foundation 
will open its doors at the Hoff-
man Town Center, just west of 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office in Carlyle. At the agen-
da’s unveiling, attendees agreed 
the NSF represents an opportu-
nity for the city to continue to 
build an innovation economy 
and help new businesses grow.
 “To say we’re excited to see 
the National Science Founda-
tion join the Patent and Trade-
mark Office would be a dev-
astating understatement,” said 
2016 chamber board chairman 
Robert Shea.
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Conversion of West End 
office space into a new 
elementary school would 
ease ACPS capacity woes
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The city planning commis-
sion unanimously advanced a 
plan by Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools to convert West 
End office space into an ele-
mentary school at its meeting 
September 8.
 ACPS put forward a pro-
posal to acquire and then ret-
rofit an office building at 1701 
N. Beauregard St. and its ad-
joining parking lot at 1705 N. 
Beauregard St.
 And while this approval is 
just the first of a number of 
steps in the school system’s re-
view process, it represents sig-
nificant progress toward ACPS 
easing capacity concerns on 
the West End.
 According to a statement re-
leased by the school district, the 
new school could house as many 

as 650 students, and also could 
provide preschool offerings. Of-
ficials said the goal is to have the 
school open by September 2017, 
with the Alexandria City School 
Board slated to vote on the final 
location tonight.
 City planning director Karl 
Moritz said at the meeting that 
ACPS is in the midst of its due 
diligence phase, meaning it is 
conducting a building assess-
ment to weigh its suitability as 
a school. The planning com-
mission’s task in the meeting 
was to determine whether the 
conversion of the office space 
into a school was compatible 
with the city’s master plan and 
the Beauregard small area plan.
 Moritz said city staff be-
lieved the plan was “certainly 
not inconsistent” with both 
plans, a view shared by com-
missioners.
 “Personally, as a parent of 
two small children, I’m not 
quite convinced this is the 

Planning commission advances new school proposal

Mary Taylor & 
Pat Tierney 
mary.taylor@ 
longandfoster.com
703-785-5619 
patricia.tierney@ 
longandfoster.com
703-850-5630

 Pat Tierney and Mary Taylor 
have turned their divergent expe-
rience into one of the strongest 
and most experienced real estate 
teams in Alexandria. 
 Originally from the Hudson 
Valley region of New York, Pat 
came to Alexandria in 1976.
 Although licensed in 1969 in 
Florida, Pat earned her Virginia 
real estate license in 1977 from 
Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege. She is committed to using her 
almost 40 years of Alexandria real 
estate experience to help clients 
find their perfect home or sell their 
home quickly and for the best price.
 The daughter of Irish immi-
grants, Mary hails from Hartford, 
Conn. She went to the Stone 
School of Business and subse-
quently worked for 6 - 8 years in 
the tourism and hotel industries 

in historic Mystic Connecticut.
 Mary parlays her tourism sales 
experience into helpful insight for 
clients in our tourism-based town.
 Mary moved to Alexandria in 
1985. In 2006, she obtained her 
Virginia real estate license and 
was named “Rookie of the Year” 
at Long & Foster. About 5 years 
ago, Mary partnered with Pat and 
the duo found they work beauti-
fully together.
 Both Pat & Mary agree, “real 
estate is never boring.” They will 
never pressure anyone who is not 
ready to buy or sell. Their process 
is to educate the client, guide 
them, give advice, and then let 
the client make their own deci-
sion. This warm and “soft sell” 
approach has earned them a spot 
as one of Long & Foster’s top 
producing teams. 

 The vast majority of Pat and 
Mary’s clients come from referrals. 
Their territory is Northern Virginia 
with vast experience in the condo- 
minium market. They attribute 
their success to hard work and 
their extensive knowledge of the 
business. They always strive to 
make the transaction seamless 
for every client.
 For buyers, they recommend 
first obtaining prequalification 
to know what their buying power 
is. They then educate and guide 
them through the entire process 
resulting in finding their ideal 
home at the best price. 
 To sell a home, the team 
suggests: “Prepare your home as 
if you were going to buy it.”
 Since both have Irish heritage, 
they say, “We have the Luck of the 
Irish” on our side.

LONG & FOSTER OLD TOW N R EALTOR SPOTLIGHT

Mary Taylor and Pat Tierney • Top Producers

“Pat and Mary were a joy to work with and I say ‘Hire them Now!’” - Sharon M.

best location for a school site,” 
said commission vice chair-
man Nathan Macek. “But I 
acknowledge at the same time 
that there is a real challenge 
with finding space in the city 
for adequate education facili-

ties. We can’t let perfect be the 
enemy of good.”
 ACPS faces stark capacity 
concerns across the system, and 
started the work toward com-
bating that with the endorse-
ment of its long-range facilities 

plan for the elementary level 
last year. It proposed building 
a new elementary school on the 
West End or finding existing 
space to be converted.

SEE SCHOOL  | 12

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
The planning commission ad-
vanced a plan by Alexandria 
City Public Schools to retrofit 
an office building on North Be-
auregard Street for use as an 
elementary school to help the 
system ease its overcrowding 
concerns. The Alexandria City 
School Board plans to choose 
a site for a new school by the 
end of this month.
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 In the plan, officials anticipate 
ACPS enrollment will grow steadily 
from the 2014-2015 figure of around 
14,000 students to 17,419 by the 
2024-2025 academic year. ACPS 
officials said the opening of school 
last week marked the first year that 
the student population has exceed-
ed the number of seats available.
 In addition, given the pace of de-
velopment in recent years, there is 
very little open space available for 
new schools. As such, ACPS chief 
operating officer Clarence Stukes 
said new approaches must be taken.
 “Because the city is fairly well 
built out in many places, creative 
options are being pursued to house 
students, such as the renovation of 
an existing commercial building,” 
he said.
 Stukes said options on the West 
End have been under examination 
since last fall and commissioners 
said they were struck by the lack of 
local precedent for such a project. 
Retrofitting has been used success-
fully in other municipalities, includ-
ing at Bailey’s Elementary School 

for the Arts and Sciences in Bailey’s 
Crossroads.
 At that school, part of Fairfax 
County Public Schools, a second 
campus for grades three through five 
was opened for the 2014-2015 school 
year in a converted five-story office 
building. That location is 1.4 miles 
from the school’s original location, 
and helped ease overcrowding.
 And since it is new, commis-
sioners said such an approach 
must be taken carefully to ensure 
no child’s education is negatively 
affected.
 “Frankly, the idea of urban 
schools in these semi-urban loca-
tions has never come up one way 
or the other before,” said planning 
commissioner David Brown. “What 
struck me the most about this was 
not so much a master plan issue but I 
guess you might even call it a peda-
gogical issue, making sure if we do 
adapt this creative, different way 
of creating a school, different from 
what we have elsewhere. ...
 “We have to be very careful about 
its impact on students, especially if 

We’ll help you find information on Medicare. 
When the time comes to choose a Medicare plan, reviewing your options 
can become overwhelming. To help you get started, we invite you to 
attend a Medicare Made Clear™ meeting. You’ll learn all about your 
Medicare choices. We also have many tools and resources that make it 
easy to understand the basics of Medicare, including our free 
“Show Me Guide.” 
Attend a Medicare Made Clear meeting near you. 

Sept 15, 6:00 p.m. 
Virginia Hospital Ctr. 
1701 N. George Mason Dr 
Arlington, VA 22205 

 

Learn more about Medicare.

Visit us online for more information. 
MedicareMadeClear.com

 

This event is only for educational purposes and no plan-specific 
benefits and details will be shared. 
Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or 
one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization 
with a Medicare contract and a Medicare-approved Part D sponsor. 
Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal 
with Medicare. 
Y0066_150512_160527 Accepted 
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505FC2D6 
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“I wish to express my 
sincere gratitude for the 
excellent work you 
have done with my son. 
Not only have his
 academic skills greatly
 improved, his self 
confidence has grown.”

-Ruth H.
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there is a more conventional type 
of school across the street at John 
Adams [Elementary School].”
 Commissioner Stephen Koe-
nig asked how ACPS intended to 
ensure the proposed elementary 
school solves the open space 
requirements of educational fa-
cilities, and that students have 
enough play space.
 Stukes said several differ-
ent options are under consid-
eration, including having some 
of the school’s play space lo-
cated on the roof of the multi-
story parking lot.
 Macek said access to the site 
by buses and other vehicles must 
be considered as well, and that 
the school must function well 
with all these factors.
 The school board’s decision 
on a location is expected by the 
end of the month, and Moritz 
said either a special use permit 
or a development site plan will 
come before the planning com-
mission and city council for 
final approval. ACPS officials 
said they intend to be “good 
neighbors,” and will host a 
meeting in the future to discuss 
nearby residents’ concerns.

With artists in control and em-
phasizing the marketplace, it is 
doable, he said.
 “It needs to be economical-
ly viable without the city hav-
ing to pour tons of taxpayer 
money into it,” Viehman said. 
“All the other plans that we 
know about basically require 
the city constantly to refund it 
and refund it.
 “While they own the build-
ing and have certain respon-
sibilities as a landlord for the 
building, our feeling is that the 

city has other things that need 
taxpayer money desperately to 
do, and the Torpedo Factory 
ought to be able, in the long 
run, to stand on its own.”
 The city will officially take 
control October 1 in a move 
that could last three years. The 
TFAA submitted its plan to 
the city manager’s office last 
month. The plan is one of sev-
eral to have been submitted, 
including the CPG report.
 After review by city staff 
and a public engagement pro-
cess, city council will approve 
a new management structure, 
whatever that may be.

TORPEDO FACTORY
 FROM | 7

 PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
The Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association released its proposal 
for the future of the Torpedo Factory Arts Center last week. The 
plan includes the center being artist-led while remaining true to its 
roots as a marketplace.
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 “I didn’t see [the touch-
down] coming, but I was run-
ning my best,” Taylor said. “I 
had to look to the outside and 
I just broke loose.”
 As he returned to the side-
lines and received the congrat-
ulations of his teammates, the 
relief was apparent as the home 
side finally had some breathing 
room against the Cougars. 
 T.C. saw the game out at 
Parker-Gray Stadium, and 
with the win improved its re-
cord to 1-1 overall, having lost 
38-0 the previous week in its 
opener at Stone Bridge.
 Initially, the home side 
started quickly, taking a 12-0 
lead early in the first quarter. 
On their first offensive pos-
session, having already forced 
Oakton to turn the ball over 
on downs, Titans sophomore 
quarterback Tavarus Brown 
hit senior wide receiver Ray-
mond McGuire for a 65-yard 
touchdown pass.
 Then, Titans defensive 
back Toren Stewart recovered 

a fumble by Cougars running 
back Jared Cole on the visitors’ 
28-yard line. And after senior 
T.C. running back Jaren Hill-
ian moved his team forward 18 
yards on his first carry after 
the turnover, he punched the 
ball into the end zone from 10 
yards out. 
 With 6:31 remaining in the 
quarter, the hosts were up 12-
0, having missed both extra 
point attempts.
 “It made us really happy and 
excited, like ‘Oh yeah, we’ve 
got this game,’” said Taylor. 
“But at the same time, we knew 
we couldn’t give up because it 
was only the first quarter.”
 It took until nearly the end 
of the first half for Oakton to 
respond. With 38 seconds left, 
quarterback Ahmad Shaw 
connected with receiver John 
Daido for a 49-yard touch-
down pass, closing the gap to 
12-7 at halftime.
 And while nerves were 
high among the home fans 
and players in the second half, 

especially as the Cougars 
threatened to score again, 
T.C.’s defense held firm until 
Taylor intervened.
 “The defense was tre-
mendous,” said Titans senior 
linebacker Teyan Williams. 
“We saw the offense and how 
they were tired, and it was hot 
out there. But we’ve worked 
in that all summer. We knew 
there wasn’t anything else for 
us but to come out here and 
give 100 percent, like we did 
all week in practice.”
 Coupled with a resilient 
defense against a team that 
defeated them 24-0 last sea-
son was a run-heavy offense, 
with several players seeing 
extended time at the running 
back position. Taylor picked 
up 104 yards on 17 carries, 
while Hillian ran for 64 yards 
on 17 carries of his own. Ti-
tans quarterback Deiondre 
Charlton had 27 rushing yards 
on 5 carries and went 4-12 

Titans keep their cool in
home opener

SPORTS

SEE TITANS | 15

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
T.C. Williams running back Jaren Hillian (holding the ball) breaks free against Oakton last Saturday. Hillian 
had 64 rushing yards and a touchdown as the Titans beat the Cougars 20-7 for their first win of the season.
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TCW football improves to 
1-1 after 20-7 win
BY CHRIS TEALE

 With less than 10 minutes re-
maining in T.C. Williams’ game 
against Oakton last Saturday, 
Titans running back Akiti Tay-
lor found a hole in the defense 

and powered to a 47-yard touch-
down to pad his team’s lead at 
18-7.
 On the next play, the Titans 
went for a two-point conver-
sion and Taylor rushed into the 
end zone again, bringing the 
score to 20-7. 
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PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Titans wide receiver Daniel Davis (in red) goes up for a pass under 
pressure from Oakton defensive back Matt Prosser. T.C. beat the 
Cougars 20-7 at Parker-Gray Stadium.

Cardinals slip to 0-2 
overall after O’Connell 
defeat
 The Bishop Ireton football 
team’s tough start to the sea-
son continued last Saturday 
with a 26-21 loss away against 
Bishop O’Connell. The Cardi-
nals’ record now sits at 0-2.
 Things started poorly for 
the visitors as To’ren Pride re-
turned the opening kickoff to 
the end zone for an O’Connell 
touchdown. But with the clock 
winding down to halftime, the 
Cardinals evened the score 
as after a botched field goal 
attempt by O’Connell, Sam 
Smith threw a 17-yard touch-
down pass to Michael Everett.
 In the second half, Pride 
caught a touchdown pass to 
put the Knights ahead 13-7, 
then quarterback Vincent Piz-
zano connected with Bradley 
Magee for a 22-yard touch-

down to extend the advantage 
to 20-7.
 Everett scored again on a 
1-yard pass from Chandler 
Wilder to cut the Cardinals’ 
deficit to 20-14, but another 
kickoff return for a touchdown 
put the Knights ahead 26-14. 
Smith caught a seven-yard 
touchdown pass from Wilder, 
but Ireton could not add any 
more points and lost 26-21. 
The Cardinals return to action 
Saturday at home against St. 
Albans.
 Meanwhile, St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes and Episcopal 
both had the weekend off. The 
Saints host Severn on Friday, 
while the Maroon will kick off 
their season with a visit to Paul 
VI that same day.

- Chris Teale

with 41 yards through the air.
 “We’re fortunate, we’ve 
got multiple backs that can 
run,” said T.C. head coach 
James Longerbeam, who cel-
ebrated his first win leading 
the Titans. “We’ve got more 
than one guy, and whoever 
gets in there, I thought they 

did a good job today.”
 One troubling aspect for the 
hosts was the number of flags 
they received on both sides 
of the ball. Linebacker Erick 
Mejia’s fumble recovery for a 
touchdown in the first quarter 
was waved off by the officials, 
and both defenses were guilty 
of giving up free yardage.
 With a renewed emphasis 

on the Titans keeping their 
discipline, Longerbeam said 
he and his players will con-
tinue to work on the practice 
field to eradicate penalties.
 “Those happen a lot of times 
early in the year,” he said. “We 
play a bunch of young kids, 
and we’ll clean it up as we go. 
The one thing about these kids 

is they work hard and are re-
silient, and they want to fix it. 
We’ll get it fixed.”
 The Titans next face de-
fending Virginia High School 
League 6A state champions 
Westfield away from home 
on Friday, and are hopeful of 
continued success.
 “People think winning is 

easy, but it’s not easy,” Lon-
gerbeam said. “Those guys 
that we play against, they do 
the same things we do, they 
work at it. It’s big, because we 
haven’t had a lot of success 
lately. We tell them to win six 
seconds at a time. We’ve got 
this one, now we’ll get ready 
for the next one.”

TITANS          FROM | 14



TimesLiving
 WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM   16SEPTEMBER 15, 2016  

 

ARTSCALENDAR LET’S EAT HOMES18
A SENSE OF WONDER
Photographer Glenn Howell’s exhib-
it “In All Things” opens at Conver-
gence, a display influenced by the 
wonder of spirituality with plenty of 
secular appeal as well.

AS THE TEMPATURES DROP
And the nights start to draw in, the 
fun doesn’t need to stop as there 
are still plenty of opportunities 
to get out and enjoy yourself in  
Alexandria.

LOS TIOS GOES WEST
The popular Del Ray restaurant 
Los Tios expands its operations to 
the West End, where its fresh and 
innovative Tex-Mex and Salvadorian 
offerings will please everyone.

THE STYLE OF SIDE TABLES
Not just a place to put your cock-
tails, side tables can take on a va-
riety of roles and blend in effort-
lessly with the rest of your home 
decorations and furnishings.

17 19 20

BY ELIZABETH MARKLEY HOLM

 There is an abundance of 
okra in farmer’s markets at 
this time of year. Those green 
pods look intriguing, but also 
intimidating. What do you do 
with them?
 I grew up in Pennsylvania 
and never ate okra, let alone 
cooked it. But after mov-
ing to Virginia, I discovered 
this amazing vegetable that 
is unique because of both the 
variety of ways to prepare it 
and its extensive health ben-
efits.
 Okra can be fried, roasted 
or put in soups and stews such 
as gumbo and Brunswick 
stew. My favorite way to pre-
pare it is to saute it with on-
ions, tomatoes and fresh corn 
to make a delicious vegetable 
medley. I call it The Best Way 
to Eat Okra. 

 What makes this dish so 
wonderful is the component of 
okra that also makes it nutri-
tious — an abundance of sol-
uble, mucilaginous fibers that, 
when cooked, allow a dish to 
obtain the perfect consistency 
and thickness.
 These slimy substances that 
some people disdain also can 
help prevent heart disease and 
make diabetes more manage-
able. They lower cholesterol and 
slow the rate at which sugars are 
absorbed into the blood stream.
 Okra is a good source of 
vitamin C and antioxidants, 
which scavenge free radicals 
in human cells and prevent 
damage that can cause can-
cer. It contains folate known 
to lower homocysteine, which 
in excess is associated with an 
increased risk for heart dis-
ease and stroke.

 Although okra is low in 
fat, it is high in linoleic acid, a 
polyunsaturated fat that is es-
sential for health. In addition, 
okra is rich in the amino acids 
lysine and tryptophan that cre-
ate a complete protein in veg-
etarian diets when balanced 
with grains like corn and rice.
 When buying okra, select 
the smallest pods. They are 
the tenderest and the most 
delectable. Okra thrives in 
hot weather, but there still 
should be plenty at the market 
through September.

The writer is a registered 
dietitian and nutritionist, who 
 specializes in childhood eating, 

sports nutrition and eating 
disorders. Her practice is 

located at 1707 Belle View 
Blvd. in Alexandria. She is co-
author of a cookbook and has 

published numerous articles.

The Best Way to Eat Okra

RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

Ingredients
3/4 pound okra
2 large tomatoes, chopped
1 cup chopped onions
2 ears fresh corn
3 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 teaspoon salt
Freshly ground pepper to taste

Instructions:
1. Cut the okra into 1/4 inch 

rounds, discarding the stems 
and tops.

2. Cook the tomatoes for about 
20 minutes to get rid of 

excess juice.

3. Cut the corn off of the cobs.

4. Heat oil in skillet. Cook onions 
and okra in oil until the on-
ions are wilted and the okra 
is browned on the edges, 
about 10 to 15 minutes.

5. Add tomatoes and salt and 
simmer for 5 to 10 minutes.

6. Add corn and cook just long 
enough to heat corn thoroughly; 
approximately 4 to 5 minutes.

7. Add pepper and serve.

Okra: One of the most versatile vegetables



of art that will be featured, with all 
exhibitors present for the event. 
Time: Saturday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: King Street from Washing-
ton Street to the waterfront
Information: www.visitalex-
andriava.com/artfest or www.
artfestival.com

MOUNT VERNON COLONIAL 
MARKET & FAIR Mount 
Vernon recreates a lively 
early-American marketplace with 
demonstrations, crafts and en-
tertainment. More than 40 juried 
artisans from across the nation 
will demonstrate their trades 
and sell their wares alongside 
two stages of family entertain-
ment. The event is included with 
regular admission.
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: info@mountvernon.
org or www.mountvernon.org

Saturday, Sept 17
AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY ANNUAL GALA AND 
AUCTION Visit River Farm for the 
American Horticultural Society’s 
23rd annual gala, celebrating 
Virginia’s gardens and green space 
conservation. This year’s guest is 
Dean Norton, director of horti-
culture at George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens. 
Tickets are $275 per person.
Time: 6 to 10 p.m.
Location: River Farm, 7931 E. 
Boulevard Drive
Information: www.ahs.org/gala

BARLEY & MUSIC FEST A 
new hops, beats and bites themed 
event in Carlyle. The new festival will 
feature craft brews from artisanal 
and regional craft breweries, live 
entertainment and food vendors. 
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Square, 300 
John Carlyle St.

Information: www.barleymusicfest.
com
THE FIREFIGHTER’S CIRCLE
As the Firefighter’s Memorial 
reaches its 160th year, Friendship 
Firehouse Museum and Ivy Hill 
Cemetery staff will discuss how 
and why Ivy Hill Cemetery was 
chosen for the obelisk honoring 
seven fallen firemen, and how the 
tradition of honoring fallen firefight-
ers has grown at the memorial.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Ivy Hill Cemetery, 2823 
King Street
Information: 703-746-4994 week-
days; 703-746-3891 weekends

VOLUNTEER TO CLEAN UP 
THE POTOMAC RIVER WATER-
FRONT Volunteer to participate in 
the Ocean Conservancy’s 31st An-
nual International Coastal Cleanup, 
which has been coordinated by 
Clean Virginia Waterways for the last 
21 years. Join others for this annual 
statewide event to clean our water-

ways and collect valuable data about 
trash in the waterways.
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100 
Madison St.
Information: 703-746-4127 or 
sara.degroot@alexandriava.gov

Monday, Sept 19

TREE SELECTION AND CARE 
The Virginia Cooperative Extension 
and Alexandria Beautification Com-
mission invite you a program that will 
help you analyze your tree planting 
needs and help you decide what 
kind of tree to choose that will be 
just right for your yard.  Alexandria’s 
arborist will discuss the city’s upcom-
ing Fall Tree Plant Sale and answer 
your questions. Admission is free. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Location: Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

Steel Magnolias                            9/10 - 10/1
Playwright Robert Harling’s poignant, 
sassy, and quick-witted play features 
a group of Louisiana women as they 
bond and gossip at a local beauty 
shop while making their way over 
life’s many hurdles. 
Sometimes friend-
ship is all you need. 
Winner of the LTA 
“People’s Choice” 
survey!

Coming soon
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September 17-18

KING STREET ART FESTIVAL 
The King Street Art Festival re-
turns with a vast array of eclectic 
artwork by more than 250 of the 
finest artists in the country. Bold 
and vibrant paintings, contempo-
rary and whimsical art, life-size 
sculptures, photography and 
jewelry are among the many works 

For entire schedule go to Birchmere.com
       Find us on Facebook/Twitter!

Tix @ Ticketmaster.com   800-745-3000

3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Alexandria, VA • 703-549-7500

3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Alexandria, VA • 703-549-7500

For entire schedule go to Birchmere.com
       Find us on Facebook/Twitter!

Tix @ Ticketmaster.com   800-745-3000
Sept 
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  15   THE PROCLAIMERS 
Jenny 

O.

 16         EUGE GROOVE
 17 MATTHEW SWEET Laura 

Tsaggaris

 18 GARY PUCKETT & UNION GAP
 21 THE MARSHALL TUCKER BAND

  22    THE SMITH SISTERS 
‘35TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW!’ 

with AL PETTEWAY 

 23 MAYSA & HER FUNK SOUL SYMPHONY
‘25/50 Silver & Gold Celebration!’ w/FRANK McCOMB

 24 LAITH AL-SAADI 
OWEN 

DANOFF

 25   From “O Brother, Where Art Thou?”

SOGGY BOTTOM BOYS
feat. Dan Tyminski, Barry Bales, 

Rob Block, Stuart Duncan, 
Mike Compton, Pat Enright

 27 BILLY BRAGG & JOE HENRY
SHINE A LIGHT TOUR

 29             LUNA  Britta 
PhilliPs

 30    A’NGELA WINBUSH
 Oct 1 WMAL Free Speech Forum

w/Chris Plante, Brian Wilson,
Larry O’Connor, Mark Levin

 2&3      EL DeBARGE
 4&5               An Evening with

AND 

 6 DAVID BROMBERG’S BIG BAND
“Bucket List Birthday Bash!”

with special guests Larry Campbell & Teresa Williams

 7 funky METERS 7come11

8&9     The Whispers
 11 RICHARD THOMPSON (Solo Acoustic) Sam 

Amidon

12 Asleep At The Wheel Purple 
Hulls  

14&15 ERIC ROBERSON w/D Maurice

16       KEIKO MATSUI
17 CHICK COREA ELEKTRIC BAND
 18                  The Return of

SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS

    

    

    

    

    

     

     

     

    

 Spend an evening in concert with

GLADYS KNIGHT
Sat. Oct. 22, 8 pm
                                  

Tickets on sale now through Ticketmaster.com
800-745-3000, or at the Warner Theatre Box Ofc.

    
LYLE 
LOVETT

ROBERT
EARL KEEN

 Spend an evening in concert with

GLADYS KNIGHT
Sat. Oct. 22, 8 pm

                                  

Tickets on sale now through Ticketmaster.com
800-745-3000, or at the Warner Theatre Box Ofc.
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Photo exhibit is doubly worth the visit
Glenn Howell’s photography 
exhibit “In All Things” is 
enjoyed as much for its 
environment as for its 
beautiful spiritual images

BY JENNIFER POWELL

 For years I have driven 
by Convergence on Quak-
er Lane and the wonderful 
outdoor sculptures and won-

dered, “Is it a place of worship? 
Is it an arts center?”
 The answer is yes to both. 
 Beckoning to all outside of 
the Convergence arts initative 
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Run the 5k or Beer Mile!
Entry fee is only $59.
www.dasBeerrun.com

Tickets are non-refunadable & subject to tax. Show is rain or shine. 
Please drink responsibly. Advance tickets close 9/21/16.

www.dcoktoberfest.com
Tickets starting at only $25!

Over 120 Beers, Wines & Schnapps
prizes for fingerhalkn & fUn Contests

live mUsiC on the main stage featUring: 
texas Chainsaw horns  /  liqUid a  /  edelweiss Band

great german food & mUCh more!

is the wonderful Contempla-
tive Sculpture Garden, featur-
ing Karen Swenholt’s two out-
stretched figures — the aptly 
entitled “Dust Cries Out” — 
that stand as metaphors for the 
Twin Towers. Though tragic, 
the sculpture is intended to give 
viewers hope, and that hope ex-
ists in the grasping gestures. 
The garden and its encompassed 
creations give an indication that 
there will be something of great 
artistic value inside.
 To enter is to exhale. Con-
vergence is an opportunity 
to slow down and be present. 
White space is celebrated here 
in the outer gallery and it is 
awash in light from the wrap-
around floor to ceiling win-
dows. Going further in allows 
for a peek into the inner sanc-
tum of the church and a beauti-
ful view of warm architecture, 
wood, lighting and highly sat-
urated stained glass windows.
 Back to the gallery is where 
we meet Glenn Howell in the 
form of his photography work. 
A pleasure to experience and 
contemplate, the real treat is 
that this artist of faith — who 
doesn’t often exhibit — is 
showing a body of new images.
 Howell’s artist statement 
says: “I make art to communi-
cate my sense of wonder. Light 
and time are intrinsic to pho-
tography and can become meta-
phors of spiritual experiences. 
Because it is a recording mecha-
nism as well as a manipulable 
medium, photography has the 
ability to ‘translate’ the spiritual 
aspects of the physical world. I 
believe light is something that is 
present in both the spiritual and 
physical dimensions.”
 Perusing through Howells 
work, we get it, but while all his 
works have a spiritual element 
to them — creatively titled with 
a spiritual or biblical phrase  —
the work is more subtle than 
that and can be approached on 
a purely aesthic secular level. 
 A cross-shaped frame re-

veals itself to be an intimate 
study of human nature. The 
“Good Samaritan” houses mul-
tiple images within, showing 
various pedestrians on a side-
walk bypassing a figure laying 
nearby in distress. The motion 
of the people are in stark con-
trast to the figure, which is 
still and sharp. Not one person 
walking by in mulitple scenes 
stop to aid the figure. You will 
want to ask Howell if anyone 
ever did when shooting.
 Poignant throughout, How-
ell shows his skill at both macro 
and micro imagery. The close 
up of a fingertip in “Touch/
Heal” is profoundly beautiful. 
It also illustrates Howell’s tech-
nique of applying beeswax to 
his prints. The result is a blur-
ring of areas within the sharp 
photographic images, making 
them feel organic.
 A tripach of junkyard images 
“Amidst, Verge, Hope” evolve 
from representing life and all 
its treasured things into that last 
image — “Hope” representing 
both a graveyard of junked items 
against an etheral sky of light.
 “Blind leading the Blind,” 
“In Transit,” “Generations,” 
“Suffer the Children” and 
“Beautitude” all reflect back on 
Howell’s photographs as the re-
sult of years of seeing and think-
ing about seeing, photography 
and his place with it. 
 “I think photographs, as 
a recording of light on mat-
ter, have the potential to lead 
us from the flesh back to the 
Word,” he states.
 No matter what your beliefs, 
you will get it.
.

Glenn Howell’s “In All 
Things” Photography Exhibit 

runs through October 29  
at Convergence,  

1801 N. Quaker Lane, with 
an artist’s reception Friday 

from 7 to 9 p.m. Admission is 
free. For more information 
call 703-998-6260 or visit 
www.ourconvergence.org.



Diners enjoy the evening at the new Los Tios location on Van Dorn 
Street. Margaritas and chicken fajitas always delight.

Cozy outdoor dining at Los Tios 
on Van Dorn Street.

 
  

Los Tios brings its excellent cuisine to the West End

At a Glance: 
Restaurant name: Los Tios 
Locations: 241 S. Van Dorn St.
and 2615 Mount Vernon Ave.

Neighborhood: Landmark and Del Ray
Owner: German Mejia  
Year opened: Van Dorn St. location: 2016
Type of food: Salvadoran and Tex-Mex

 
Del Ray darling Los Tios 

Grill opened its second Alex-
andria location on September 
6 at 241 S. Van Dorn St. in the 
Van Dorn Plaza shopping cen-
ter. The same delicious Tex-
Mex and Salvadoran favorites 
from the Mount Vernon Av-
enue location will be available 
at the new West End location.
 Owner German Mejia treats 
guests like family at the popular 
Del Ray eatery, warmly greet-
ing patrons and high-fiving the 
younger set. Los Tios is well 
known for its friendly, attentive 
service and generous portions, 
as evidenced by countless posi-
tive Yelp reviews.
 The Van Dorn location is 
actually the third Los Tios loca-
tion, including one in Leesburg 
where Mejia has a farm. In true 

farm-to-table fashion, Mejia 
brings fresh tomatoes and chil-
ies from his garden during the 
summer months to make dishes 
taste the way he remembers 
them as a child in El Salvador.
 Patrons at the new loca-
tion, just minutes from Land-
mark Mall, will recognize the 
brightly colored walls and dé-
cor, as well as the bottomless 
baskets of razor-thin, crispy 
tortilla chips with a light, fla-
vorful salsa that immediately 
appear on your table.
 The extensive menu offers 
traditional favorites — sizzling 
fajitas, burritos and quesadillas 
— along with Salvadoran spe-
cialties like the Carne guisada, 
a delicious marinated beef stew 
served with Mexican rice.
 In addition to their over-
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835 North Royal Street
Alexandria VA 22314

703-535-6622

www.thanidathai.com

Try our terrific Thai
dishes at ThanidaThai!

sized margaritas and sangrias, 
Los Tios boasts an impressive 
offering of tequilas, with 30 
options to choose from along 
with a nice selection of Mexi-
can beers. The lively, com-
fortable atmosphere is perfect 
for families and groups.

PHOTO/ERMELINDO FUENTES

PHOTO/ERMELINDO FUENTES

Contact: Van Dorn: 703-746-9054, Del Ray: 703-299-9290
Web site: lostiosgrill.com
Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday to Thursday,  
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday

Information: 703-228-6414

September 22-25
OLD TOWN BOUTIQUE 
DISTRICT SHOP & STROLL 
A four-day event that invites custom-
ers to shop and explore the district’s 
30 boutiques. Participants who visit 
all the boutiques and collect stamps 
at each location will be entered to 
win a gift package and shopping 
spree worth more than $1,000. Ad-
ditionally, participants who purchase 
the limited edition event bag will re-
ceive discounts from each boutique.
Time: Hours vary by retailer
Location: Old Town Boutique District
Information: www.oldtownbou-
tiquedistrict.com or www.oldtowns-
troll.com

Saturday, Sept 24
FIREFIGHTING HISTORY 
WALKING TOUR Explore Alex-
andria’s firefighting history on the 
“Blazing a Trail: Alexandria’s Fire-
fighting History” tour. Participants 
learn about volunteer firefighting 
in early Alexandria, three devastat-
ing fires and the five volunteer fire 
companies. Tickets cost $6 for 
adults and $4 for ages 10 through 
17. Reservations required.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994 week-

days; 703-746-3891 weekends

HISTORIC HOMES TOUR Tour 
six unique homes and gardens on 
the 75th Annual Historic Alexandria 
Homes Tour. Learn about the history 
of the city, and see houses filled 
with art and artifacts. Tickets cost 
$40 in advance and $45 on the day.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: homestour@thetwig.
org or www.thetwig.org

SEAPORT DAY Great live music, 
local beer, wine, boats and nautical 
displays to benefit the work of the 
Alexandria Seaport Foundation. The 
event will also feature several local 
shops and food provided by Old 
Town restaurants.
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 
Prince St.
Information: www.alexandriasea-
port.org

Sunday, Sept 25
RUN! GEEK! RUN! A 5K race to 
benefit city nonprofit Capitol Post, 
organized by Alexandria companies 
Ironistic and Hudson Studio. In its 
ninth year of running but the first in 
the city, the course is certified by 
USATF.
Time: 8 a.m.
Location: Potomac Yard
Information: www.rungeekrun.net

Tuesday, Sept 27
HOMESCHOOL DAY: CIVIL WAR 
WALKING TOUR See first-hand 
how the Civil War changed Alexandria 
in a family-friendly introduction to the 
occupied city. Tickets cost $8 per 
child, admission is free for adults.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov
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An exquisite new build off North Quaker Lane
 This recent construction by Mono-
gram Homes is the epitome of fine 
craftsmanship and splendid yet comfort-
able design. Situated a convenient dis-
tance from Old Town, D.C., and Reagan 
National Airport, the classic Colonial sits 
on a private drive on a near half-acre lot 
backing to trees and quiet tranquility.
 More than 5,600 square feet and mag-
nificent classic architecture define this 
spectacular home, which showcases wide-
plank hardwood floors, intricate molding, 
striking archways, a grand dual staircase, 
coffered and tray ceilings, and a layout 
that allows for graceful hosting as well as 
intimate and relaxed time with family.
 Of special note is the breathtaking 
chef’s kitchen, outfitted with Dacor and 
Miele appliances, custom cabinets, a large 
center island and butler’s pantry, and a 

sun-filled breakfast room. Other mar-
velous highlights include a professional 
office opening to a lovely front porch, 
a stunning great room and adjacent sun-
room, a luxurious master bedroom suite 
with a sitting room, double walk-in clos-
ets, and spa-like bath, and a sunlit walk-
out basement with a guest suite, library or 
game room, and carpeted recreation room 
with high ceilings and a gas fireplace.

A little style on the side
20

At a Glance:
Location:  104 N. Quaker Lane, 
Alexandria, VA 22304
Neighborhood: Cooper Dawson

Price: $1,650,000
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 4.5
Fireplaces: 2
Year built: 2013

703-684-7702
techpainting.com

Today’s Technology. 
Yesterday’s Technique.
For Interiors and Exteriors!

FRIENDLY | COURTEOUS | PROFESSIONAL | DETAIL-ORIENTED

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

 They’ve been around for 
centuries, but over the course of 
a couple hundred years, they’ve 
been called different things — 
petite salon tables, urn stands, 
telephone stands, cigarette ta-
bles and martini tables.
 The latter stuck as a popular 
label in the 1930s, the era when 
Dashiell Hammett’s Nick and 
Nora were swigging martinis 
and Art Deco style especially 
suited this namesake table. 
These pieces stuck around in 
mid-century models, but after 
came decades of gap years, es-

pecially when cocktail tables 
trended to greater scale. 
 But in the past few years, 
there’s been more than a blip 
on the home decor radar. And 
the popularity of the television 
series “Mad Men” resurrected 
talk about a drinking culture 
lifestyle from the 1960s and 
1970s, according to Michelle 
Lamb, founding director of The 
Trend Curve, a forecaster for the 
home furnishings industry.
 “Suddenly there were home 
bars and all these drink tables. If 
you think about how millennials 
live — everyone with few ex-

ceptions has a home bar. They’re 
doing cocktails, designer drinks. 
They live in environments that 
often are quite temporary. These 
tables are perfect for that. Per-
fect for entertaining.”
 The clever mostly tall-and-
thin drink tables also are nos-
talgic to baby boomers and 
compelling for Generation X, 
says Lamb.
 “Martini tables are the per-
fect size to rest a drink, book or 
the remote,” says Bob Williams, 
co-founder and design director 
of Mitchell Gold and Bob Wil-
liams. “They take up a small 

footprint and add inter-
esting shape, texture, color and 
style to a room. They even be-
come a focal point, though they 
might be the smallest piece in 
the space. Mitchell and I feel ev-
ery sofa and chair needs a table 
beside it (or one in between two 
chairs), and these tiny tables are 
the perfect solution. You get tre-
mendous bang for your decorat-
ing buck as they are so practical, 
stylish and are usually not the 
most expensive piece, so using 
them is an opportunity to 
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PHOTOS/HD BROS LLC 
This beautiful new-construction home is conveniently located close to both Old Town and 
D.C. and sits on a near half-acre lot. The breathtaking chef’s kitchen is outfitted with new 
appliances, custom cabinets, a large center island and a sun-filled breakfast room.

Contact: Phyllis Patterson, 
ppatterson@ttrsir.com, 
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty,
400 S. Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314
phyllispatterson.com, 703-310-6201

PHOTO/BARRY GORALNICK 
/VANGUARD

An earring from an 
Italian company 
inspired Barry Go-
ralnick’s Hedy ta-
ble for Vanguard. 
He likes its chunky 
solidity and mixed 
metals, which are 
fabulously transi-
tional, along with 
the lightness of a 
glass top.



elry. A piece that makes a room 
look finished attracts the eye, 
with a little sex appeal. It makes a 
room feel good about itself. And 
as we joke, they’re small enough 
you can throw one into your 
SUV or an Uber.”
 They range from really tiny, 
8-inch-square or round surfaces to 
about 18 inches, sometimes larger 
if the base is slim. Many have 
pedestals or tripod bases (with up 
to eight legs, straight or splayed), 
or even open caged looks. They’re 
priced from under $60 to $3,000. 
Retailers range from Target to RH 
and high-end designers, where 
you may find solid bronze models 
as pricey as $8,000. 
 At the high end, there are up-
scale figured woods like macas-
sar ebony, gilt or silver leaf finish-
es, brass, stainless steel, glass or 
acrylic materials. There even are 
rustic models, like the live edge 
acacia wood slab tabletop over 
tripod that looks like branches 

and actually is crafted from brass 
from Hooker Furniture.
 One classical shape from 
Mitchell Gold and Bob Williams 
in acrylic with a glass tops is 
dressed up with stylish bands of 
gold. One of Kelly Wearstler’s 
designs features figured marble 
with its black-and-white pattern 
a part of the design. Jay Jeffers 
pays homage to color block-
ing and Mondrian with his slim 
black-and-white table.
 There are Eastern inspira-
tions and industrial styles as well 
as edgy motifs. One table from 
the (East) Indian company Geo-
metria has a black skull inlaid 
with bone and wood veneer on 
tapered legs striped in turned 
wood and brass. 
 Some new wrinkles: tiers 
and removable trays. Chicago 
designer Julia Buckingham 
even designed an acrylic trinket 
table for Global Views, avail-
able in pale purple, blue and 
clear, with a jewelry-like box in 
a chain link frame that extends 
to its legs. It’s 11 1/4 by 15 3/4 
inches and stands 22 3/4 inches.
 Williams recommends con-
trasting materials, textures and 
colors. “If you have wood case 
goods in a room, use a martini ta-
ble in a shiny metal. If you have a 
lot of metal, choose one in wood 
or acrylic. You can even change 
out with your mood or with the 
seasons,” says Williams.
 As small as they may be, so 
many of these martini tables 
have supersized personalities, 
and it’s pretty easy to find one to 
suit your style.
 “We’re always coming out 
with new pull-up tables each 
season,” says Williams. “The 
scale is perfect — whether your 
room is small or large. There’s 
always a space and a need.”
 “In the last year,” says Kim 
Shaver, a spokeswoman for 
Hooker Furniture, “martini ta-
bles have been in all of our major 
collections. They’re as essential 
as an end or coffee table.”
 Goralnick says that these ac-
cent pieces are called spot tables 
in the industry — “because they 
hit the spot.”
 Spot on.

show off your style sense with-
out taking big risks.”
 Last fall, San Francisco de-
signer Jay Jeffers included five 
martini tables in a collection he 
designed for the Dallas-based 
lighting and furniture manu-
facturer Arteriors. The group 
includes entertaining accoutre-
ments such as trays, bowls and 
ice buckets in his “collected 
cool” style. In the spring, New 
York architect/designer Barry 
Goralnick introduced 15 16- to 
18-inch martini tables in a line 
for Vanguard, part of his take 
on “Blended Modern.” What’s 
noteworthy is that they’re not just 
variations of wood or metal fin-
ishes. They are well thought out, 
with specific design references, 
definitely shaken and stirred up.
 “Each has its own story,” says 
Goralnick. “There are different 
looks — something for every-
body. They become kind of jew-
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2004 Eisenhower Ave.  
Alexandria, VA 22314 

703.519.0055
www.FostersGrille.com 

Featuring 

Mon-Sat.   11:00 am – 10:00 pm
Sundays     11:00 am – 9:00 pm

.50 WINGS ALL DAY LONG
• WED NIGHT LIVE • 

ENTERTAINMENT: ACOUSTIC  
GUITARIST JASON SALAZAR

Wing 
Wednesdays

LOCAL BREWERIES AND 
CRAFT BEER!

We’ve added more taps to  
accomodate great craft beers: 

Port City, Devils Backbone, Old Ox, 
Evolution, and Starr Hill

...we’ve got you covered! 

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Inside or out... 

PHOTO/BAKER FURNITURE
Jean-Louis Deniot’s collection for Baker Furniture includes the Viri-
dine table, shown here in ebony gloss with oil rubbed bronze trim. 
At 14 inches wide and 20 inches tall, with its sculptural shape, it’s a 
versatile table for every room, including the bedroom.
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Our View

Your Views

The baffling case of 
the busted busker
 By now, most Alexandrians are aware that opera singer Krista 
Clouse was arrested on September 2 for singing on the sidewalk in 
Old Town near the Il Porto restaurant. But many, us included, still 
don’t fully understand why.
 Alexandria has a noise ordinance that requires a permit for am-
plified busking. Unfortunately, the regulation is poorly understood 
— by police and the residents alike — and it is inconsistently and 
subjectively enforced.
 Clouse, whose charges eventually were dropped, indeed violated 
a city council-passed ordinance that outlaws street performing with 
an amplifier without a permit.
 But a busker with an electric guitar and an amplifier performed 
Tuesday night on Market Square while city councilors sat in their 
legislative meeting. Unless he had a permit, he was also in violation 
of city code right under the noses of our city’s code writers — yet 
he played and left without incident. 
 Busking with an amplifier is commonplace in Alexandria. An 
amplified saxophone player performs almost every Saturday morn-
ing next to Market Square during the farmer’s market. He can be 
heard blocks away, probably in violation of both the decibel and am-
plifier provisions of the city code. Yet week after week he is there, 
and to our knowledge has not been arrested.
 We are not anti-busking. In fact, we believe that Alexandria’s 
street performers have long added a welcome vibrancy to our city. 
Their entrepreneurial spirit is admirable. And it simply feels more 
festive when music is in the air.
 Clouse’s arrest should be viewed as an opportunity to raise ques-
tions around the issue of street performing. For instance, should 
the city disallow street performers from plying their craft along the 
waterfront? Clouse reportedly was performing at the intersection of 
King and Lee streets on September 2 because she had been chased 
from her usual spot next to the Torpedo Factory.
 Has longtime street performer Jamey Turner, who has played his 
glass organ at that spot for the past 30 years, also been chased away? 
If so, by whom? Is it fair to say street performers can’t play along the 
waterfront, yet restaurants can use the same public areas to sell food 
and drink? Isn’t the same true of city sidewalks in general, where al 
fresco dining — when given permission by the city — abounds?
 City code pertaining to noise and street performing needs to be 
revisited, with an eye to clarifying and making it less subjective. 
Perhaps amplifiers should be allowed, but decibel levels restricted. 
After all, an unamplified saxophone can be louder than an ampli-
fied voice, and vice versa. But if amplifiers are to be disallowed 
altogether, they need to be disallowed for everyone.
 The “ratting out” aspect of enforcing noise ordinances also can 
prove problematic. Much like the city’s three-day street parking 
rule, enforcement depends largely on one neighbor tattling on an-
other. What’s impermissible on one block goes unnoticed on anoth-
er. What if one person simply doesn’t like opera, or the saxophone 
reminds another of their unpleasant Uncle Fred?
 Hopefully, our city’s commercial streets will remain hospitable 
to performers who add much to our local flavor. Any changes to the 
law need to happen after ample opportunity for public discussion. 
And if the code is amended, our police need to be educated on the 
ordinance so they can uniformly enforce it.
 In the interim, it might be best if no more buskers are busted.

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Consider local black leaders in U.S. 
Route 1 name change discussion
To the editor:
 I am pleased to see that 
city council seems will-
ing to do at least the bare 
minimum in response to 
the report out of the ad hoc 
committee on Confederate 
memorials and street names 
(“Councilors mull Jefferson 
Davis Highway change,” 
September 8).
 Let us rename the ma-
jor thoroughfare that cur-
rently honors the president 
of the Confederate States of 
America — a man who has 
precious little connection to 
Virginia and no connection 
to Alexandria — with all 
deliberate haste.
 It is an embarrassment 
that in 2016, we have this relic 
of the late 19th century Lost 
Cause movement that sought 
to sanitize the history of chat-
tel slavery and obfuscate the 
reasons for the Civil War.  

     It might cost a few dollars 
to put up new signs, change 
the stationery for businesses 
along the road, but it is, in 
my mind, a small price to pay 
to retire this name from the 
public eye and return him to 
the pages of the history books 
where he belongs.
 But what new name is ap-
propriate? I suppose Patrick 
Henry Highway would be 
the easy way, but is it the best 
way? Your article made little 
mention of the dozens of other 
streets and landmarks in Al-
exandria named for Confed-
erate era heroes that the com-
mittee considered changing.
 Were they honorable men? 
Many of them undoubtedly 
were. Were the names cho-
sen in a manner that reflected 
the will of all the residents of 
Alexandria, or just the white 
men that held political power 
at that time? Have we given 

due consideration to the hon-
orable men and women of Al-
exandria that are of African 
ancestry in choosing street 
names?
 Because of our white-
dominated — and let’s ad-
mit it, racist — past, our 
street names are not consis-
tent with a balanced view of 
our history, black and white. 
Here is an opportunity to 
make some inroads toward 
rebalancing that inequity.
 I recommend that city 
councilors visit the Alexan-
dria Black History Museum 
and pick a name from the 
men and women honored 
there when they consider 
what to rename U.S. Route 
1 in our city.
  Please, let’s do the right 
thing when we have a 
chance to do it.

 - Jim Bender
Alexandria
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Alexandria in Action
with John Porter

 They’re back! To school that is. This 
time of the year is one of great anxiety 
for teachers and administrators across 
the country and one of enormous relief 
for many parents. If I had a dollar for ev-
ery parent I have run into the past month 
who said, “It’s time for school to start,” I 
wouldn’t need to do any additional fund-
raising for ACT for the rest of the year.
 It’s not that parents haven’t en-
joyed being with their kids over the 
summer, it’s just time for things to 
return to normal, and school plays 
an important role in the process. For 
many, the start of school heralds the 
new year more than January 
1 — a new beginning with a 
chance to either build on the 
past or start fresh.
 The hope, of course, is this 
will be an exceptional year for 
every student. It also will be 
one fraught with the perils of 
growing up as well as with the 
joy of meeting new people, 
learning new things and enjoying all 
the new year has to bring.
 If like past years, it also promises 
to be one of continued questioning of 
schools, particularly in relation to stu-
dent performance. While many students 
will grow and develop as expected, oth-
ers will find the road to academic suc-
cess more difficult. The achievement 
gap, generally defined as the educa-
tional gap between advantaged and dis-
advantaged children, will again elicit 
much discussion, finger pointing and 
new ways to combat this ongoing issue.
 While most of us are extremely 
concerned about this issue, we seem 
to address it in more of a Band-Aid ap-
proach than truly solving the root of 
the problem. Trying to play catch-up in 
high school, middle school or even late 
elementary school is not the answer. We 
need to do more, earlier if we truly want 
to make an impact.
 According to University of Kan-
sas researchers Betty Hart and Todd 
Risley, children living in poverty are 
exposed to 30 million fewer words by 
age 3 than children from high-income 
families. In their study, Hart and Ris-
ley’s four-year research project noted 
this major developmental discrepancy 

as well as gaps in other skill areas, all 
of which have long-term effects on a 
child’s performance later in life. If the 
much-discussed achievement gap is 
this broad at age 3, the natural con-
clusion is that it only will widen as the 
child gets older. 
 But it’s not all doom and gloom, 
as many communities have embraced 
a proactive, common sense approach, 
which addresses these concerns head-
on. From providing more early-child-
hood education opportunities to work-
ing with families to provide increased 
enrichment opportunities, things are 

beginning to change.
       Locally, a group of con-
cerned Alexandrians has 
been working for the past 
four years to address these 
issues and develop a system-
ic approach to ensure a better 
beginning for children in our 
community. In conjunction 
with the Children, Youth and 

Families Collaborative Commission 
and in line with the city Children and 
Youth Master Plan, the early care and 
education workgroup has been work-
ing diligently to coordinate research, 
shape strategies and create a more im-
pactful early care and education sys-
tem for our children.
 The ECEW is working to make a 
difference earlier with a specific em-
phasis on what must happen in chil-
dren’s lives even before they ever step 
foot in a school — thus providing a 
more equal footing and starting point 
for our children in the hope of elimi-
nating the achievement gap.
 Hats off to those in our community 
directly working on this issue and the 
many others who support this important 
work. This actually could be the answer 
we are seeking — not only to the peren-
nial issue of student performance, but 
also to larger issues facing our country.
 For more information, go to: http://
www.actforalexandria.org/early-care-
education.

 
The writer is the president and  

CEO  of  ACT for Alexandria 
 and the former principal of 
T.C. Williams High School.

Start early to make a difference

John Porter

My View | by Denise Dunbar

 Dear Mayor Allison Silberberg and 
city councilors:
 I hope you all have had a fun and 
restful summer. You deserved a break 
from the relentless demands of your 
elected offices. In fact, those demands 
are what I’m writing about.
 This may sound odd coming from 
me, because I have a well-deserved 
reputation for being tight with a dollar, 
but here goes: You all need to vote to 
give yourselves a serious pay raise. But 
do it now, not in the way you floated 
last November, in a lame duck session 
immediately following a local election. 
 No, this needs to be completely 
above board. As you know, 
if you approve a raise now, it 
wouldn’t take effect until af-
ter the next election for mayor 
and council in 2018. So, this 
raise might affect all seven of 
you — or, though unlikely, it 
might impact none of you. By 
voting on such a measure now, 
your action would not be self-serving. 
Rather, it would be correcting some-
thing that has long needed fixing.
 I like to crunch numbers, and the 
numbers in this argument are stagger-
ingly in your favor. It’s amazing that in 
a city the size of Alexandria, with the 
demands that are placed on your time, 
the mayor only makes $30,500 per 
year, and council members only receive 
$27,500. People sometimes say that a 
mayor and council salary hike would 
be wrong because yours are supposed 
to be part-time jobs.
 But, herein lies the rub: your elected 
positions simply aren’t part time. If you 
do your jobs in the way the community 
expects, there’s no way to limit your 
commitment to 20 hours a week. As 
publisher of the Times, I see you in the 
community on a regular basis, attend-
ing event after event. I see the almost 
crushing number of legislative sessions 
and public hearings that you not only 
must attend, but also prepare for. And 
I know that you all serve on numerous 
additional city and regional commis-
sions and boards, which all take prep 
work as well as your time to attend.
 Alexandria deserves first-rate gov-
ernance. But it’s unfair to require you 
to put in huge chunks of time without 
adequate compensation. Here are some 

more interesting numbers: $265,200; 
$247,072 and $185,000. You may rec-
ognize those as the fiscal 2017 sala-
ries of City Manager Mark Jinks, City 
Attorney Jim Banks and the average 
salaries of deputy city managers Emily 
Baker, Debra Collins and Laura Triggs. 
These are all fulltime positions.
 But I would wager that Mayor Silber-
berg works as many hours per week as 
anyone on this list of fulltime staff — as 
did her predecessor. Our mayor is con-
stantly in the community, representing  
and leading the city, yet is paid roughly 
one ninth as much as the city manager, 
and one sixth as much as one of his 

deputies. That’s simply wrong.
      Here are two more inter-
esting numbers, $60,000 and 
$31,411. I’m sure you recognize 
these as the salaries of your 
aides. The first number is the 
maximum salary of the may-
oral aide, which is recognized 
as a fulltime position, while the 

second is the average salary of part-time 
council aides. I find it ridiculous that 
aides should make more than the elected 
officials they serve, and that the posi-
tion of mayoral aide is expected to be 
fulltime, but that of mayor itself is not.
 I believe in fairness, both to you and 
to our city. Alexandria deserves to have 
elected officials who do not need to be 
independently wealthy to run for office. 
If you’re not independently wealthy and 
are working the hours these posts re-
quire, then you’re financially sacrific-
ing way more than is right to expect.
 I would suggest, as a starting point, 
that you should be making at least 50 
percent more than your aides. That 
would be $47,117 for council members 
and $90,000 for the mayor. These raises 
would add around $180,000 per year to 
the city’s budget, which for fiscal 2017 
is $678.5 million, or less than three 
hundredths of one percent. In other 
words, it would be a very small drop in 
a very large bucket.
 So, go ahead and have the courage 
to vote a one-time raise for council and 
the mayor that will take effect after the 
2018 election. I will publicly support 
you. So will many others. 

 
The writer is the publisher 

of the Alexandria Times. 

An open letter to Alexandria City Council

Denise Dunbar
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 oon after the early 
commuter develop-
ments of Del Ray and 

St. Elmo received their first 
residents towards the end of the 
19th century, calls were made to 
improve the educational facili-
ties for local schoolchildren. 
 In 1900, a new elemen-
tary school was built along 
Mount Vernon Avenue in what 
was then Alexandria County 
and appropriately named the 
Mount Vernon School. The 
new center of learning was 
built in the classical style of 
colonial Virginia civic archi-
tecture; a symmetrical, five-
bay, two story brick structure 
with limestone quoins at each 
corner.  Architectural details 
at the roofline featured a den-
til cornice with built-in, lead-
lined gutters, and squared 
leaders placed on the north 
and south facades immediately 
adjacent to the quoins to mini-
mize their visual impact. 
 An ornamental entryway 
made of brick pilasters and 
entablature surrounded the 
double entrance doors which 
were topped by a half-round 
fanlight and keystones. A near 
vertical flagpole rose from the 
sill of the second floor window, 
easing the daily chore of rais-
ing and lowering the American 
flag for staff and schoolchildren 
alike. Finally, a large cupola 
was placed at the center ridge 
of the slate hip-roof to provide 
ventilation that rose through the 
building to the attic. 

 In its first years of op-
eration, the small school was 
staffed by two teachers using 
only the first floor as class-
room space, while the second 
floor was left open for com-
munity and town meetings. 
But the community grew 
quickly and within a very short 
period of time, overcrowding 
became a primary concern. 
By the time this photograph 
was taken in 1907, plans were 
already underway to enlarge 
the school by adding to the 
rear, and by the addition of a 
columned portico to the front 
facade.  When the town of 
Potomac was incorporated in 
March 1908, these changes 

were quickly implemented and 
were just the first of a long se-
ries of alterations which would 
continue over the ensuing de-
cades.  By 1910, a principal 
and four teachers were em-
ployed at the enlarged school.
 As Alexandria County had 
no high school, parents of Po-
tomac schoolchildren going 
onto high school were required 
to pay tuition at nearby public 
high schools beyond the town’s 
borders. By 1915, parents lob-
bied town officials to educate 
their children through the public 
treasury at high schools within 
the adjacent city of Alexandria. 
Two years later, the local school 
board purchased the old Rich-

ard Lloyd House and converted 
that structure into a high school 
for 30 students. Within seven 
years that facility also reached 
capacity, and the town finally 
built a new high school named 
after George Mason directly 
across Mount Ida Avenue from 
the elementary school. With 14 
classrooms and state-of-the-art 
educational facilities, it was ex-
pected that the new high school 
would serve the community 
for generations.  As it turned 
out, the new high school would 
cease to exist within a decade.

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Should Alexandria restrict when and how buskers 
can perform?

Last Week 
Should city and state money be spent to encourage
companies like Port City Brewing Company and 
Motley Fool to remain in Alexandria?

  47% Yes.    
  53% No.

City growth brings a need for city education

A. Yes.
B. No.

68 Votes
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Sunday, Sept. 25, 2016  |  8:00 am
Potomac Yard  |  Alexandria, VA

RunGeekRun.com

Co-sponsors Supporting

NEW Alexandria Course!

Run Volunteer Sponsor

ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTIBLES

DC BIG FLEA & ANTIQUES 
MARKET SEPT 17-18. OVER 

600 BOOTHS! Shop for Bargains! 
DULLES EXPO CTR 4320 Chantilly 
Shopping Ctr Chantilly, VA 20151 

www.thebigfleamarket.com 
757-430-4735

AUCTIONS
BANKRUPTCY LIQUIDATION 

Flooring Solutions, Inc., Sterling, 
VA. Flooring, Equipment, Furniture 
& More! ONLINE ONLY SALE: BID 

9/13-9/21 & 9/13-9/22
Real Estate On-Site 

Foreclosure Sale 9/20 www.
motleys.com  • 1-877-MOTLEYS

VAAL#16
AUCTION Construction 

Equipment & Trucks Looking to 
Buy or Sell? Excavators, Dozers, 
Loaders, Road Tractors Dump 
Trucks, Trailers & More! OCT. 

4th@9 AM, Richmond, VA Now 
Accepting Consignments www.

motleys.com • 804.232.3300x4 
• VAAL#16

REAL ESTATE AUCTION. Pulaski 
Co., VA. October 7. 376+/- acres. 

Farmland, development land 
and commercial property will 
be offered in 6 tracts ranging 
from 12+/- acres to 275+/- 

acres. One 24+/- ac. tract will 
be sold absolute. Most of the 
property has been used for 
grazing or hay production. 

Features include spectacular 
mountain views, a stream, pond, 
outbuildings and extensive road 
frontage. Convenient location 
between Pulaski and Dublin 
near schools, country club, 

hospital, commercial park and 
and two I-81 interchanges. For 
information, visit www.woltz.
com or call Jonna McGraw 

(VA#2434), Woltz & Associates, 
Inc. (VA#321), 800-551-3588. 

EDUCATION

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Train to become a 
Medical Office Assistant! NO 

EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training 
& Job Placement available at CTI! 

HS Diploma/GED & Computer 
needed. 1-888-424-9419
EDUCATION / CAREER 

TRAINING

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
– Get FAA certification. No HS 
Diploma or GED – We can help. 
Approved for military benefits. 
Financial aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Call 

Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
877-204-4130. 

HELP WANTED / SALES

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 

Insurance Agents * Leads, No Cold 
Calls * Commissions Paid Daily 
* Agency Training * Life License 
Required.  Call 1-888-713-6020. 

HELP WANTED/TRUCK 
DRIVERS 

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 

1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 
for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 

Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-
243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 

800-614-6500; Front Royal/
Winchester 800-454-1400

67 Driver Trainees needed! No 
CDL? No Problem-We Train. Be 
Job ready in as little as 20 days! 
Earn Great pay/benefits! 1-800-

874-7131
SERVICES 

DIVORCE – Uncontested, 
$395 + $86 court cost. No 
court appearance. Estimated 

completion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome - no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 

757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS SEPTEMBER 11, 2016

For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org

When Apollo’s family 
could no longer care 
for him, we knew we 
could until he found his 
forever home. Do you 
have room in your heart 
for this sweetie? Email 
us for more information. 
We are open this 
Saturday and Sunday; 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

Awesome Apollo

DOING WHAT WE SAY SINCE 1935.  
   SEE FOR YOURSELF.

schneiderjobs.com
schneiderowneroperators.com
800-44-PRIDE  |  800-28-LEASE

Opportunities available in these divisions
VAN  |  INTERMODAL  |  DEDICATED 

TANKER  |  PORT DRAY
Team and Solo  |  Local, Regional and Over-the-Road 

Full- and part-time work

SIGN-ON BONUSES — UP TO $10,000 —  
AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA!

COMPANY DRIVER BENEFITS 
$6,000 tuition reimbursement  |  Paid orientation and ongoing training 

Medical, dental and vision insurance and 401(k) plan
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ACROSS
1 “Beggars can’t be choosers,” for one
6 Immunizations
11 Breezed through
15 “What are the ___?”
19 Repair code
20 Dwelling way up high
21 ___ of the above
22 Deli condiment
23 Time extensions, as for repayments
25 Mrs. Peel of “The Avengers”
26 Checked out visually
27 Lt.’s subordinate
28 Movie spools
29 Endangers
31 Furthest away
34 Met expectations?
35 “Just a few ___”
37 Florida speedway site
40 Else
42 Barbershop sharpener
45 Be unwell
46 Fill-in
48 Metal in rocks
49 They believe where there’s a will,
    there’s a way
55 Steak cut
57 Partial circle
58 Horses of a reddish color
59 “___ la la!”
61 Drove (around)
62 In a sleepy way
65 Come to terms
67 Kisser
68 From birth to death
72 Doing nothing
74 Blender button
75 Nucleus components
79 Middle-of-the-___ (moderate)

81 “Cat on a Hot ___ Roof”
82 “The final frontier”
84 Kilmer who was Batman
85 Disconnects the team
87 Showing sympathy or pity
91 Be in session
92 Grander than grand
94 Caught between bases
95 Relinquished, as territory
96 City on the Po
98 When streets are naturally bright
104 Cheese nibblers
105 Screen letters?
106 Make a new blueprint for
110 Trivial ones
112 ___ couture
114 Cloak-and-dagger org.
115 Bounding gait
117 Emerald Isle
118 Indulgers of fantasies
121 Aces, sometimes
122 “The Dukes of Hazzard” spinoff
123 Alpha’s opposite
124 Young fowl (var.)
125 Smart-alecky
126 Cost of living?
127 Pluralizers
128 Blotto

DOWN
1 Calculator, at times
2 1776 patriot Silas
3 Deep cavity (var.)
4 Astronaut Grissom
5 “I” problem
6 Most knowing
7 Regarding this point
8 Face-to-face exam
9 Nervous twitches

Weekly Words

168 HOURS By Timothy E. Parker

RUTH S. BAKER (84),  
of Alexandria, September 7, 2016

JAMES J. BARRY (78), 
of Alexandria, September 5, 2016

LYNN M. CAVENDISH JR. (67), 
formerly of Alexandria, September 8, 2016

ROBERTA L.K. HUFTY (86), 
of Alexandria, August 31, 2016

GRETA E. KUNKLE (85),  
formerly of Alexandria, September 5, 2016

BRIAN C. LEWIS, of Alexandria, September 7, 2016

LINDA H. MATTINGLY (78),  
formerly of Alexandria, September 8, 2016

DAVID W. PAINTER (65),  
of Alexandria, September 1, 2016

ABC NOTICE

10 “Comprende?”
11 Cause of an energy shortage
12 Treaty
13 Catches in a net
14 Letter opener
15 Breakfast choice
16 Non-residential educational
   institutions
17 Blonde’s secret, sometimes
18 Grassy groundcover
24 Glenn of the Eagles
29 Anger
30 Type of alcohol
32 Aroma relative
33 “Lights out” music
34 ___-bodied
36 It’s one thing after another
38 Indian bread
39 Televises
41 Tear to pieces
42 Certain herring
43 Alaska, once (Abbr.)
44 It’s part of P.R.
47 Cambridge sch.
50 Nutmeg coat
51 Sea anemone, for one
52 Shareholder’s bonus
53 Cape Canaveral cancellation
54 Unit of pressure
56 No-goodnik
60 They turn hair auburn
63 “The Great ___ Pepper” 
   (1975 movie)
64 Made glossy
65 Mr. Lincoln’s nickname
66 Draw out
69 Acid related to gout
70 Nevada city
71 Noted tablet manufacturer
72 Radioactive isotope having
   mass 230 
73 Beatles flip side of “We Can
   Work It Out”
76 “The Art of Love” poet
77 Church part
78 “Call of the Wild” vehicle
79 Deteriorate
80 Actor’s agt.
82 Like a stuffed shirt
83 Essential part
86 Part of a football field
88 Work like a dog
89 Highest point
90 Caddie’s bagful
93 “Avatar” director
97 Most cold, as a gaze
99 Easiest to move
100 Fleur-de-___ (Quebec symbol)
101 Drag one’s feet
102 Some colorful aquarium fishes
103 ___ fixe (obsession)
107 Freeze, as a windshield
108 Certain restroom sign
109 Foul, as whether
111 Big game?
112 Radio operators
113 “The ___ have it”
115 Chop, as a branch
116 “___ moment, please”
118 Female 111-Down
119 Appropriate
120 “Who, me?”

Lee Roy Steele
Lee Roy Steele
September 10, 1918 -  
September 13, 2011
Gone but not forgotten.
He sleeps in Jesus.

Your loving wife,
Mrs. Shirley Ann  
Sanders Steele

Your son,
Robert Lee Steele

Obituaries

In Memoriam
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The U.S. Census Bureau 
is hiring!

Field Representatives are needed in 
your area. If you are customer focused, 
self- motivated and have excellent 
communication skills. Please call (800) 
563.6499 for more information and to 
be scheduled for a testing near you.
The Census Bureau is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer and provides reason-
able accommodations to applicants 
with disabilities.

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Affordable Vacation 
Getaway! 

3BR 2BA rancher on 4.5 acres 
of fenced pasture with pond. 

2.5 hours to Alexandria. 
On paved state road for year 

round access. No HOA. 
Home updated with new kitchen and 
metal roof. 728 sq ft Open Concept 
Great Room with cathedral ceilings. 
Raise animals. Grow your food. Get 
outdoors: Swim in nearby River, hike 
Dolly Sods, Ski Canaan Valley. 
MLS# GT9717539 $139,999
David Smith, Realtor. 540-398-7975 
DLSmith@kw.com. Owner/Agent.  

Keller Williams Realty

Office Manager 
30 hours a week 

This 30 hour per week position re-
quires a professional, independent 
person with a variety of office skills 
and familiarity with office equipment, 
quickbooks and Google products. 
Contact jhughes@alextimes.com

LGM  Home  
Improvements, Inc.

A Handyman you can Trust

Free estimates  • No job is too small  
Affordable rates • Licensed, insured and bonded

Everything from  
“Honey Do” Lists to  
Finishing Your Basement

• Kitchen Remodeling  
• Painting  
• Concrete / Masonry   
• General Repairs
• Bathroom 
• Renovations and more

571.437.4696

B376350.9.8.16.nh
size change quarter page 

3.6 x 6.75
11 Thurs

Reyes Holdings, aligned with leading brewers and foodservice  
providers, delivers the best-known brands and widest variety of food  
and beverage items to restaurants and retailers around the world.  
Reyes Fleet Management, a subsidiary of Reyes Holdings, utilizes a 
strong internal team of technicians and mechanics to provide top-quality 
fleet maintenance solutions to the company’s Distribution Centers 
throughout North America.

Apply online at jobs.reyesfleet.com and search by your 
location of choice, or call 1-855-4-Reyes-Career.

WE ARE SEEKING THE FOLLOWING FOR OUR  
WASHINGTON, DC LOCATION:

Material Handling Equipment (M.H.E.)/Forklift Service Technician B
Diagnose, rebuild and daily repair of Material Handling Equipment.  
Additional duties may be assigned.  HS diploma or GED, technical 
background, and minimum 1-4 years material handling/mechanical 
experience, along with owning a set of tools required. Solid computer 
skills, valid driver’s license and clean driving record a must. 

Fleet Mechanic B
Responsible for diagnosing and some rebuilding along with daily 
repairs of fleet diesel equipment and other duties assigned. This 
position requires a high school diploma or GED, a minimum of  
2-4 years fleet diesel mechanic experience, and your own tools.  
CDL license preferred. 

Fleet Diesel Mechanics frequently stand, walk, reach with hands and 
arms; frequently lift and/or move up to 50 pounds; and occasionally 
lift, and/or move up to 100 pounds in multi-temperature environments. 
You must be able to work any day or shift and must pass post-offer 
drug test.

We offer competitive wages along with a vast array of benefits. 

 

Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable individuals 
with disabilities to perform the essential functions. 

Equal Opportunity Employer/Disabled/Veterans

CUSTODIAN – Janitorial firm 
seeks PT cleaner to work 3/hrs a 
night in a retail setting in the city 
of Alexandria 5/days/week. Pay 
rate: $10.00/hr. plus paid holidays. 
Contact Genci: 484-684-4112.

HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE

 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
OCTOBER 2016

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates and 
times listed below. NOTICE: Some of 
the items listed below may be placed 
on a consent calendar. A consent item 
will be approved at the beginning of 
the meeting without discussion unless 
someone asks that it be taken off the 
consent calendar and considered 
separately. The Planning Commission 
reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to a 
future date.  For further information 
call the Department of Planning and 
Zoning on 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2016 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2016 

9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Special Use Permit #2016-0055
2307 A Mount Vernon Avenue 
(Parcel Address: 2305 Mt Vernon 
Avenue) - The Happy Tart Bakery
Public hearing and consideration of 
requests for: (A) a restaurant with 
outdoor dining; and (B) a parking 
reduction; zoned: CL/Commercial Low.
APPLICANT: Emma Cech

Encroachment #2016-0006
505 South Lee Street
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for an encroachment into the 
public rightofway for a front stoop, 
including steps and railing; zoned: 
RM/Residential MediumTownhouse. 
APPLICANT: Lisa Collis & Mark 
Warner, represented by Scot 
McBroom, architect

Development Special Use Permit 
#2016-0027
CDD Concept Plan #2016-0001 
2461 Eisenhower Avenue – Hoffman 
Block 6B
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for an amendment to 
previously-approved Coordinated 
Development District Concept Plan 
Special Use Permit #2014-0007 and 
Development Special Use Permit 

#2000-0028 to allow flexibility for 
office or retail use on the ground 
floor of the existing building; zoned 
CDD #2/Coordinated Development 
District #2.
APPLICANT: 2461 Eisenhower 
Acquisitions, LLC, represented by M. 
Catharine Puskar, attorney

Development Special Use Permit 
#2016-0028
2318 Mill Road- Mill Race Block 17 
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for an amendment to 
an existing Development Special 
Use Permit (DSUP2002-0002 and 
DSUP2002-0003) to allow flexibility 
for both office and retail uses in 
ground floor space; zoned CDD #2/
Coordinated Development District 
#2. 
APPLICANT: Carlyle Overlook, LLC, 
represented by M. Catharine Puskar, 
attorney

*THE FOLLOWING WILL 
BE HEARD BY PLANNING 
COMMISSION ONLY (AND BY 
CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON 
APPEAL).

City Charter Section 9.06 #2016-0002
2403 Potomac Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration of 
a request for Planning Commission 
to review whether the proposed 
acquisition of property is consistent 
with the City of Alexandria Master 
Plan pursuant to Section 9.06 of the 
City Charter. 
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria

 

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC 
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
A PUBLIC MEETING

A public meeting will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, September 
21, 2016 beginning at 7:30 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second floor of 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following applications:

Presentation and discussion of amend-
ments to the policy for Concept Review 
by the Board of Architectural Review.

Presentation and discussion of amend-
ments to the Sign Policy by the Board 
of Architectural Review.
Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 
King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-
4666.

 

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

PARKER GRAY
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, September 
28, 2016 beginning at 7:30 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second floor of 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following applications:
CASE BAR #2016-00307
Request for alterations at 916 Princess 
Street
APPLICANT:  Mark Zavack
CASE BAR #2016-00308
Request to partially demolish at 211 

North Payne Street
APPLICANT:  Wendy Lereah
CASE BAR #2016-00309
Request for alterations and an addition 
at 211 North Payne Street
APPLICANT: Wendy Lereah

OTHER BUSINESS
Presentation and consideration of a 
recommendation to proposed updates 
to chapters of the Design Guidelines 
to reflect the 2012 Parker-Gray 
amendments.

Presentation and discussion of 
proposed amendments to the existing 
Sign Policy.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.
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MaryAshley Rhule
REALTOR® Licensed in VA & DC
NVAR Top Producer

860.214.7474
marhule@McEnearney.com
www.maryashleyrealestate.com

Professional. Efficient. Meticulous.

REAL ESTATE

Call me about my Coming Soon Listings in Old Town Commons.

Old Town Commons a GREEN community  
only an 11 minute commute to the Pentagon!

OPEN

9/1
8, 2

-4
731 North Alfred Street 

Alexandria

Offered at $839,000

3-bedroom, 3.5-bath, “GREEN” 
townhouse features light-filled 
open entertaining space on 
the main level with hardwood 
floors, gourmet kitchen with 
island, expansive master suite, 
home office and roof terrace. 
Walk to the Braddock Metro 
and all Old Town has to offer.

OPEN

9/1
8, 2

-4
807 Parker Gray School Way 

Alexandria

Offered at $959,000

END UNIT! 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath 
luxury “GREEN” townhome 
features over $110,000 of 
designer upgrades including 
exposed brick in the living area, 
gas fireplace, gourmet kitchen 
with large island, roof terrace 
and home office. Walk to the 
Braddock Metro, Alexandria 
waterfront, and local shops and 
restaurants.

FOR 

RENT

807 Parker Gray School Way, Alexandria
Offered at $4,600/month

FOR 

RENT

807 N Alfred Street, Alexandria
Offered at $4,400/month


