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Likewise, the fee for busi-
nesses and other institutions 
like federal government ten-
ants will vary depending on 
how much impervious area is 
on their property. A restaurant 
in Old Town, for example, may 
pay less under this new struc-
ture compared to on its taxes if 
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City considers stormwater 
management fee

Council approves 
U.S. Route 1 name change

Proposal would pay for 
mandated infrastructure, 
Chesapeake Bay cleanup
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Residents and businesses 
in the city may be required to 
pay a new stormwater man-
agement fee, officials with the 
department of transportation 
and environmental services 
announced last week.
 Under a preliminary fee 
structure provided 
by city staff, 
owners of a typ- 
ical single family 
detached home 
would expect to 

pay around $10 to $12 a month, 
while townhouses would pay 
around $4 to $5. Those who 
own a home with more than 
2,800 square feet can expect 
to pay between $18 and $20 a 
month. The fee is structured so 
if a property has more impervi-
ous surfaces that do not allow 
rainwater to pass through, it 
will pay more.
 The fee is intended to re-

place the current half-
cent per $100 of assessed 
value set-aside in the 
tax rate for stormwater 
management included 
in property tax bills.  SEE STORMWATER | 9

 

PHOTOS/ DENISE DUNBAR

Councilors to ask  
state’s permission to 
move ‘Appomattox’ 
statue
BY CHRIS TEALE

 City councilors voted unan-
imously Saturday to change the 
name of Jefferson Davis High-
way within city limits, and 
will ask permission from the 
Virginia General Assembly to 
move the so-called “Appomat-
tox” statue out of South Wash-
ington Street.
 Renaming Jefferson Davis 

Highway — a stretch of U.S. 
Route 1 that begins in Po-
tomac Yard and goes north 
into Arlington County — 
was a recommendation of an 
ad hoc resident group tasked 
with examining changes to 
the city’s Confederate memo-
rials and references.

 
SEE CONFEDERATE | 7

PHOTOS/KATIE GARLOCK 

CELEBRATING THE GARDENS OF ALEXANDRIA
The American Horticultural Society’s 23rd annual gala was attend-
ed by luminaries like Robert Dugger, Mayor Allison Silberberg, Rob-
ert Weinhagen and Laura Dowling (top), who enjoyed pre-dinner 
walks through the award-winning Gardens at River Farm. It was 
held under a tent behind the estate’s home, which now serves 
as the AHS headquarters (middle) overlooking both the gardens 
and Potomac River. The group honored J. Dean Norton, director of 
horticulture at George Washington’s Mount Vernon (bottom, with 
family). Silberberg and AHS member Richard Olsen, director of the 
National Arboretum, (inset) plant a swamp chestnut oak tree in 
Oronoco Bay Park as part of the Mayor’s plan to “green up” Alexan-
dria. For more photos, see page 17.

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE

PRODUCTIONS AT LITTLE 
THEATRE, METROSTAGE  
DELIGHT - PAGES 18, 25

KING STREET ART FESTIVAL 
BRINGS OUT THE BEST IN 
KIDS’ ART - PAGE 24

ARTS
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into a Fabulous Find 

    $10,000
    We can help you save up to        
     $10,000 in closing costs* 

                             Ask Us how

WHY RENT? YOU CAN 
BUY! Bright and Beautiful, 
recently updated, low mainten- 
ance condo with new floors 
throughout. Large storage and 
Laundry just below. Kitchen 
has room for a small cafe table 
or breakfast bar. Convenient to 
transportation, shops, restaurants, 
community center and parks.

HOT OPPORTUNITY!
LOVE this Beautiful Condo! Hot 
opportunity just off Duke St. 
Close to Metro and so many 
amenities for the price! Kitchen 
boasts new granite counters 
and appliances. Beautifully up- 
dated bathroom with stylish tile. 
Tons of community amenities: 
Fitness center, pool, dog runs, 
tot lot, bike storage, and more!

PERFECT PIED A TERRE! Hot value in North Arlington! Fully 
renovated condo with enormous balcony overlooking the city. Upscale 
features throughout: hardwood floors, marble tiled bath, & recessed 
lights to name a few. Walk to shops, transit and Clarendon-Ballston.

•2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
•Updated Kitchen
•Fireplace
•Deck

•1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
•Updated Condo
•New Floors Throughout
•Conveniently Located

•1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
•Beautifully Updated Bath
•Freshly Painted
•Bamboo Hardwoods

•1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
•Large Balcony
•Fabulous Updates
•Parking

ALEXANDRIA   $159,900  CLUSTERS AT WOODLAWN

• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Upper and Lower Decks

HUGE PricE DroP! 
Beautiful townhouse with 
updated kitchen and baths, 
custom hardwoods, new 
carpet, gas fireplace,  garage 
and double decks. Estab- 
lished community with great 
amenities and close to I95/ 
I395, the Pentagon, DC, and 
2 Metros.

GranD HomE,  GorGEoUs finisHinGs Curved  staircase, 
2-story family room, palladium windows, French doors to deck. Formal 
dining room. Walkout LL with wet bar, rec room, 2 bedrooms & den. Two 
miles to Tysons Corner, Silver Line Metro, and easy access to DC & MD.

LovE tHE nEw PricE! Captivating designer home built for 
entertaining or cozy nights. Elegant kitchen, formal living and 
dining rooms, large deck, screened porch, and beautiful gardens 
with walking paths. Many extras - call for list. Near 2 metros/bus.

PricE imProvED! Steps away from Bluemont Park, W&OD, 
and 1.5 miles to Ballston Metro. Banquet sized dining room, high end 
kitchen with double oven, SS appliances and granite countertops.  
Sunny, fully finished, w/o basement with bedroom and bath.

• 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths
• Grand Foyer
• Palladium Windows
• Gourmet Kitchen

• 4+ bedrooms, 5 baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• 10 ft. ceilings
• Au Pair Suite

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Brazilian Cherry floors
• Chef’s Kitchen
• MBR w/Luxury Bath

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Arlington  $745,000  CArlin SpringS

own for LEss tHan rEnt! Why rent when you can buy 
for less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan 
Airport, 10 Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

ask aboUt cLosinG cost assistancE  Do not miss this 
outstanding opportunity to own your very own home close to Old 
Town, National Harbor, and major commuting routes. A perfect 
pied a terre or way to stop paying the landlord!

a fabULoUs bUy! Located near shopping, future Silver Line 
Metro & Dulles IAP! Kitchen & bath renovations, new carpet, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and washer/dryer too!  
Bonus: Shed pre-stocked with lawn tools and snow blower!

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 4th Floor Condo
• Open Floor Plan
• Parking

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Steps to Huntington Metro
• Front Door Security
• Lots of Parking and  
   Storage Room

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

Herndon $549,900 WeSt ox CluSter AlexAndriA $485,000 overlook

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

own a cornEr of Dc 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHington, dC   $479,900 logAn CirCle AlexAndriA $109,000 FAirington Arlington  $128,900  ColumbiA knollS

mCleAn $1,599,000  mApleWood AlexAndriA $885,900 buSH Hill WoodS

comPLEtELy rEnovatED Arlington Colonial will knock your 
socks off! Gorgeous living room w/ stone fireplace. Kitchen w/ antique 
white cabinets, granite countertops, stainless appliances. Modern baths, 
finished walk-out lower level; screened porch, fenced yard & garage.

Arlington  $669,900  glen CArlyn

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Refinished Hardwoods
• New HVAC
• Freshly Painted

up to in closing costs$10,000 

 We help our clients
  build their wealth

Ask us how we can help you save

• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Upper and Lower Decks

HUGE PricE DroP! 
Beautiful townhouse with 
updated kitchen and baths, 
custom hardwoods, new 
carpet, gas fireplace,  garage 
and double decks. Estab- 
lished community with great 
amenities and close to I95/ 
I395, the Pentagon, DC, and 
2 Metros.

GranD HomE,  GorGEoUs finisHinGs Curved  staircase, 
2-story family room, palladium windows, French doors to deck. Formal 
dining room. Walkout LL with wet bar, rec room, 2 bedrooms & den. Two 
miles to Tysons Corner, Silver Line Metro, and easy access to DC & MD.

LovE tHE nEw PricE! Captivating designer home built for 
entertaining or cozy nights. Elegant kitchen, formal living and 
dining rooms, large deck, screened porch, and beautiful gardens 
with walking paths. Many extras - call for list. Near 2 metros/bus.

PricE imProvED! Steps away from Bluemont Park, W&OD, 
and 1.5 miles to Ballston Metro. Banquet sized dining room, high end 
kitchen with double oven, SS appliances and granite countertops.  
Sunny, fully finished, w/o basement with bedroom and bath.

• 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths
• Grand Foyer
• Palladium Windows
• Gourmet Kitchen

• 4+ bedrooms, 5 baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• 10 ft. ceilings
• Au Pair Suite

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Brazilian Cherry floors
• Chef’s Kitchen
• MBR w/Luxury Bath

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Arlington  $745,000  CArlin SpringS

own for LEss tHan rEnt! Why rent when you can buy 
for less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan 
Airport, 10 Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

ask aboUt cLosinG cost assistancE  Do not miss this 
outstanding opportunity to own your very own home close to Old 
Town, National Harbor, and major commuting routes. A perfect 
pied a terre or way to stop paying the landlord!

a fabULoUs bUy! Located near shopping, future Silver Line 
Metro & Dulles IAP! Kitchen & bath renovations, new carpet, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and washer/dryer too!  
Bonus: Shed pre-stocked with lawn tools and snow blower!

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 4th Floor Condo
• Open Floor Plan
• Parking

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Steps to Huntington Metro
• Front Door Security
• Lots of Parking and  
   Storage Room

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

Herndon $549,900 WeSt ox CluSter AlexAndriA $485,000 overlook

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

own a cornEr of Dc 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHington, dC   $479,900 logAn CirCle AlexAndriA $109,000 FAirington Arlington  $128,900  ColumbiA knollS

mCleAn $1,599,000  mApleWood AlexAndriA $885,900 buSH Hill WoodS

comPLEtELy rEnovatED Arlington Colonial will knock your 
socks off! Gorgeous living room w/ stone fireplace. Kitchen w/ antique 
white cabinets, granite countertops, stainless appliances. Modern baths, 
finished walk-out lower level; screened porch, fenced yard & garage.

Arlington  $669,900  glen CArlyn

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Refinished Hardwoods
• New HVAC
• Freshly Painted

up to in closing costs$10,000 

 We help our clients
  build their wealth

Ask us how we can help you save

SAVVY BUYER OR INVESTOR Top floor condo with vaulted 
ceiling in living room, stainless appliances in kitchen, and huge walk-in 
closet in the master bedroom. Relax on your deck overlooking the well 
maintained courtyard. Convenient to Ft. Belvoir and the new Wegmans.

ALEXANDRIA $179,000     SENTINEL OF LANDMARK

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

©2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® 
Equal Housing Opportunity

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway Home Services PenFed Realty’s 
clients for using Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as com-
pared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s 
mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed 
Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Upper and Lower Decks

HUGE PricE DroP! 
Beautiful townhouse with 
updated kitchen and baths, 
custom hardwoods, new 
carpet, gas fireplace,  garage 
and double decks. Estab- 
lished community with great 
amenities and close to I95/ 
I395, the Pentagon, DC, and 
2 Metros.

GranD HomE,  GorGEoUs finisHinGs Curved  staircase, 
2-story family room, palladium windows, French doors to deck. Formal 
dining room. Walkout LL with wet bar, rec room, 2 bedrooms & den. Two 
miles to Tysons Corner, Silver Line Metro, and easy access to DC & MD.

LovE tHE nEw PricE! Captivating designer home built for 
entertaining or cozy nights. Elegant kitchen, formal living and 
dining rooms, large deck, screened porch, and beautiful gardens 
with walking paths. Many extras - call for list. Near 2 metros/bus.

PricE imProvED! Steps away from Bluemont Park, W&OD, 
and 1.5 miles to Ballston Metro. Banquet sized dining room, high end 
kitchen with double oven, SS appliances and granite countertops.  
Sunny, fully finished, w/o basement with bedroom and bath.

• 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths
• Grand Foyer
• Palladium Windows
• Gourmet Kitchen

• 4+ bedrooms, 5 baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• 10 ft. ceilings
• Au Pair Suite

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Brazilian Cherry floors
• Chef’s Kitchen
• MBR w/Luxury Bath

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Arlington  $745,000  CArlin SpringS

own for LEss tHan rEnt! Why rent when you can buy 
for less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan 
Airport, 10 Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

ask aboUt cLosinG cost assistancE  Do not miss this 
outstanding opportunity to own your very own home close to Old 
Town, National Harbor, and major commuting routes. A perfect 
pied a terre or way to stop paying the landlord!

a fabULoUs bUy! Located near shopping, future Silver Line 
Metro & Dulles IAP! Kitchen & bath renovations, new carpet, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and washer/dryer too!  
Bonus: Shed pre-stocked with lawn tools and snow blower!

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 4th Floor Condo
• Open Floor Plan
• Parking

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Steps to Huntington Metro
• Front Door Security
• Lots of Parking and  
   Storage Room

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

Herndon $549,900 WeSt ox CluSter AlexAndriA $485,000 overlook

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

own a cornEr of Dc 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHington, dC   $479,900 logAn CirCle AlexAndriA $109,000 FAirington Arlington  $128,900  ColumbiA knollS

mCleAn $1,599,000  mApleWood AlexAndriA $885,900 buSH Hill WoodS

comPLEtELy rEnovatED Arlington Colonial will knock your 
socks off! Gorgeous living room w/ stone fireplace. Kitchen w/ antique 
white cabinets, granite countertops, stainless appliances. Modern baths, 
finished walk-out lower level; screened porch, fenced yard & garage.

Arlington  $669,900  glen CArlyn

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Refinished Hardwoods
• New HVAC
• Freshly Painted

up to in closing costs$10,000 

 We help our clients
  build their wealth

Ask us how we can help you save

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

ARLINGTON    $269,000 YORKTOWN

MOTIVATED SELLER 
SEEKS BUYER!

New granite counters, new van- 
ities, lovely wainscoting  and 
molding, and freshly painted 
too! Seller has recently replaced 
roof and installed maintenance 
free siding, R-22 insulation in 
attic, and triple pane windows. 
Plus a $500 Welcome Home Gift 
Package to the lucky buyer!

•3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
•Hardwood Floors
•Updates Galore
•Freshly Painted

ALEXANDRIA     $489,900 KINGSTOWNE

BACKYARD READY FOR BBQS! You will love this spacious,  
renovated home! Highlights include a brand NEW main level - fabulous 
kitchen with granite counters and breakfast bar, refinished floors, and 
fresh paint inside and out. Bonus: In-law suite with private entrance! 

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen & Baths
• In-law Suite 
• Huge Backyard

ALEXANDRIA $529,000 BROOKVILLE

LUXURY ABOUNDS! Basheer & Edgemoore home boasts spacious 
rooms, gourmet kitchen with island breakfast bar and top of the line 
stainless appliances. Hardwoods throughout main level. Lower level 
offers in-law/au-pair suite, kitchenette, media room, great room and more.

•7 Bedrooms, 6 Baths
•Dual Staircases
•3-Car Garage
•Au-Pair Suite

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION Custom built rambler 
situated on a picturesque, half acre, landscaped lot on a cul-de-sac. 
This exquisite home offers nearly 4000 finished sq ft. on two levels.  
Easy access to 395 and only minutes to DC, shopping and dining.

•5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
•1/2 Acre Lot
•4 Car Garage
•Sprinkler System

VIENNA $1,495,000 MAYMONT ALEXANDRIA   $769,900 GLENVIEW

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS STUNNER! Sophisticated home with 
open, sun drenched floor plan. Main level master suite w/luxurious bath, 
large WIC, and access to patio. Gorgeous, modern chef’s kitchen w/
cathedral ceilings, granite, stainless and Wolf 6 burner stove/double oven.

•5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
•Flagstone Patio
•Gardener’s Dream
•Main Level Master Suite

ALEXANDRIA $ 1,149,000 BRADDOCK HEIGHTS

FALLS CHURCH    $139,000 JAMES LEE
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Gorgeous Flowers Delivered 
NATIONWIDE & COMMUNITYWIDE

mention this ad
10  

NEW showroom location
4406 Wheeler Ave, Alexandria, Va.

703-310-6746  • www.conklyns.com

%
OFF

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

 City tourism authority Visit 
Alexandria announced its new 
advertising campaign Monday 
in what officials called the next 
evolution of its “Extraordinary 
Alexandria” brand.
 At the announcement dur-
ing the organization’s annual 
meeting, the campaign entitled 
“Alex and Andria” was un-
veiled, with the tagline “Let’s 
Get Together.” The campaign 
plays up the contrasts that 
make the city unique, starring 
couples named Alex and An-
dria who like very different 
things but who are able to find 
both sets of interests fulfilled 
in Alexandria.
 “The campaign is driven by 
new market research reinforcing 
that Alexandria is a popular des-
tination due to our walkability, 
proximity to D.C., history, din-
ing and shopping options and 
waterfront,” said Patricia Wash-
ington, president and CEO of 
Visit Alexandria, in a statement. 
“The ads highlight these dis-

tinguishing assets that together 
attract people to our city again 
and again. The welcoming tag-
line, ‘let’s get together,’ conveys 
that Alexandria’s contrasts truly 
blend together, while remind-
ing us why we travel in the first 
place — to connect with the 
people we love.”
 During fiscal 2017, the 
campaign will be rolled out 
across digital, print, televi-
sion and radio in Richmond; 
Norfolk and Virginia Beach; 
Charlottesville; Roanoke; and 
Raleigh and Durham, N.C. as 
well as the D.C. region.
 Also at its annual meeting, 
Visit Alexandria announced 
$771 million in visitor spending 
during fiscal 2016, which pro-
duced $25.5 million in tax reve-
nue, supported 6,340 jobs in the 
city and saved each household 
approximately $350 in taxes. 
That overall figure is up from 
$754 million in total spending in 
fiscal 2015.

- Chris Teale

 T.C. Williams High School’s 
accreditation status slipped 
in the Virginia Department of 
Education results released last 
week.
 But officials with Alexan-
dria City Public Schools said the 
overall results, with 15 out of 
16 schools having earned state 
accreditation for the 2016-2017 
school year, show their approach 
is working. Jefferson-Houston 
School is still unaccredited, 
but the most recent school year 
was the second of a three-year 
plan to regain accreditation, and 
ACPS officials said it is on track 
to do so.
 “Because of the hard work 
of our students and staff, we 
continue to see improvements 
in our accreditation results at 
some of the schools that have 
traditionally struggled,” said 
Schools Superintendent Alvin 

Crawley in a statement. “We are 
pleased to see that Jefferson-
Houston School is on the path 
to be fully accredited next year 
and will continue the hard work 
across our division until all our 
schools are fully accredited.”
 T.C. did not meet state bench-
marks on math and the gradu-
ation completion index, but 
showed increases in English and 
science, while history stayed the 
same. Officials said T.C. has put 
measures in place to strengthen 
its math instruction, including 
data-focused support and better-
aligned classroom instruction.
 John Adams and William 
Ramsay elementary schools and 
Francis C. Hammond Middle 
School all remain partially ac-
credited. Ramsay and Hammond 
had a warned status for the 2014-
2015 school year, but improved 
to partial accreditation for 2015-

2016 and stayed the same for 
2016-2017. Adams was fully ac-
credited in 2014-2015, and has 
been partially accredited for the 
last two years. All other schools 
are fully accredited.
 “Our goal is to see every 
student succeed, no matter what 
their background. The results 
of our focus on high academic 
performance through the ACPS 
2020 Strategic Plan are starting 
to show,” said Crawley. “We 
will not stop until all groups are 
performing at high levels.”

- Chris Teale

Visit Alexandria announces 
new advertising campaign

T.C. Williams slips in state accreditation

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.
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*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
FINIALS 

These little giants add 
the finishing touch to 
your lamp and show 
attention to detail in 
your décor! Come in 
today and see what they 
can do for you! 

( 7 0 3 ) 5 4 8 - 0 8 8 5 •  w w w . a l e x s y m . o r g

James E. Ross, Associate 
Director of Conducting 
at Juilliard, opens the 
season with a pair of 
third symphonies by 
Beethoven and 
Sibelius!Sibelius!

$20-80 Adult • $5 Youth (18 and under)

BEETHOVEN
Symphony No. 3 “Eroica”

 The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigations announced last 
Saturday the arrest of a man 
in connection with a string of 
gas station robberies, includ-
ing two in Alexandria.
 The Metropolitan Police 
Department in D.C. arrested 
Alvin Ponson, 57, of D.C. on 
September 9. He is accused 
of robbing seven gas stations, 
beginning last October.
 Ponson allegedly robbed 
the Exxon gas station at 501 S. 
Van Dorn St. on October 18, 

2015, stealing an undisclosed 
amount of cash and merchan-
dise after implying he had a 
weapon. He then reportedly 
fled in a silver or gray sedan.
 He is accused of robbing 
the same gas station on Sep-
tember 4 of this year, hav-
ing allegedly again entered, 
implied a weapon and stolen 
cash. This time, Ponson alleg-
edly fled on foot down South 
Van Dorn Street.
 Ponson also is accused of 
robbing gas stations in Col-

lege Park, Bowie, and Seat 
Pleasant, Md., Northwest D.C. 
and Arlington. He is accused 
of carrying out several of the 
robberies on the same day.
 The FBI’s Washington 
Field Office, the Alexandria 
Police Department, the Ar-
lington County Police De-
partment, the Prince George’s 
County Police Department 
and the Metropolitan Police 
Department were involved in 
the investigations.

- Chris Teale

Two women injured in North Old Town altercation

Police investigate robbery on Eisenhower Avenue

Pizza delivery driver robbed at gunpoint

FBI arrests serial gas station robber

 Two women who knew 
each other were both left with 
minor knife wounds after an 
altercation on North Patrick 
Street last Saturday.
 Officers from the Alexandria 
Police Department responded to 
the 900 block of N. Patrick St. 
around 6:27 p.m. after reports of 

a felonious assault. 
 Police spokeswoman Crys-
tal Nosal said one woman 
brandished a knife and cut 
herself because of how she 
was holding it, while the other 
received a minor slash wound. 
The suspect was apprehended.
 Nosal had no further de-

tails on the nature of the al-
tercation or how it started as 
of press time.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation is asked to call the Al-
exandria Police Department’s 
non-emergency number at 
703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment is investigating a rob-
bery on Eisenhower Avenue 
late Sunday night in which two 
male suspects stole cash from 
another man.
 Officers responded to the 
2700 block of Eisenhower 

Ave. around 9:20 p.m. Sep-
tember 18 after reports of the 
robbery. APD spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal said it was a 
strong-arm robbery, so no 
weapons were used, and that 
there were no injuries.
 Nosal had no further de-

tails on the incident as of 
press time.
 Anyone with more informa-
tion is asked to call the Alex-
andria Police Department’s 
non-emergency number at 703-
746-4444.

- Chris Teale

 A man robbed a pizza deliv-
ery driver at gunpoint Sunday 
on Colonial Avenue and stole 
cash from the victim.
 Officers from the Alex-
andria Police Department 
responded to the 1200 block 
of Colonial Ave. around 9:42 
p.m. September 18 after re-

ports of the robbery. Depart-
ment spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal said a male suspect 
brandished a firearm then 
stole cash from the driver.
 Nosal had no further de-
tails as of press time on 
whether the delivery driver 
was lured to the area to be 

robbed, or whether it took 
place inside or outside his 
delivery vehicle.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation is asked to call the Al-
exandria Police Department’s 
non-emergency number at 
703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

POLICE BEAT

3 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS 4 BURGLARIES

25 THEFTS 6 DRUG 
CRIMES 18ASSAULTS

0 SEXUAL 
OFFENSES

6 VEHICLE
THEFTS

1 ROBBERY

The following incidents occurred between September 14 and September 21.
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Offices now open in Old Town, Shirlington and Mark Center.

It’s all about getting better,
right here inAlexandria.
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The following incidents occurred between September 14 and September 21.
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ALEXANDRIA, VA BROKERAGE  |  400 SOUTH WASHINGTON STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314  |  +1 703 310 6800 
©MMXVI TTR Sotheby’s International Realty, licensed real estate broker. Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s Internationa Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission.  
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal housing opportunity.  All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.  Price and availability subject to change.

WELLINGTON $1,100,000  |  7609 Ridgecrest Drive
Private retreat only minutes from Old Town offering 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths, state-of-the-art kitchen, lovely master suite 
with a sitting room overlooking the beautifully landscaped lot 
with mature trees and plantings, and a sparkling pool.
JEANNE WARNER +1 703 980 9106

KALORAMA, DC $5,750,000  |  6 Kalorama Circle NW
This prominent and elegant residence features gracious living 
and dining rooms, master suite with sitting area and dual his-
and-hers bathrooms, family room, and an incredible viewing 
deck with 360 degree views of DC. It is sited on large lot with 
private gardens, terraces, detached 4-car garage, and elevator. 
MICHAEL RANKIN +1 202 271 3344

DUPONT CIRCLE, DC $2,600,000  |  1323 21St St NW
Boasting over 4,300 square feet, this residence provides a 
unique combination of light, style, and space. Beyond the 
classic façade, the interior of the property features grand living 
spaces, an updated kitchen, gorgeous master suite, fenced-in 
patio, and three parking spaces. 
MICHAEL RANKIN +1 202 271 3344

BELLE HAVEN $1,295,000  |  1911 Belle Haven Road
Elegant Belle Haven colonial with Potomac River views offering 
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, gourmet chef’s kitchen, 5 fireplace, 
private patio, wood paneled family room, and 2-car garage. 
JEANNE WARNER  +1 703 980 9106 

OLD TOWN $2,395,000  | 117 Prince Street
Historic Captain’s Row home with 6 bedrooms, 5 and a half 
baths, 2 parking spaces and large patio/garden. Recent 
full renovations performed to exacting specifications. Rare 
opportunity to live in one of the largest historic homes on 
Captain’s Row. 
HEATHER COREY +1 703 989 1183

MAYWOOD  $1,175,000  |  3209 Old Dominion Drive
Only 1 stoplight to Washington D.C. Sunny 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath. 
Newly built in 2006, 3,000 square foot open floor plan on 3 
gorgeous levels. Walkable urban-lifestyle. On jogging, biking 
path. Sited on cul-de-sac. Backs to park. 
RUTH BOYER O’DEA  +1 703 338 2277
SHERI GRANT  +1 703 405 1016

SEMINARY RIDGE  $875,000  |  3717 Fort Worth Avenue
Move-in ready, center hall Colonial on beautifully landscaped lot 
featuring 4 BR, 2.5 BA, and 2-car garage. Meticulously maintained 
with freshly painted interiors, and hardwood floors throughout. 
Perfect layout for family fun with two flag stone patios and large 
family room with gas fireplace off bright eat-in kitchen. 
MARGARET MILLER  +1 703 906 7920

CAMERON STATION $399,000  |  5112 Donovan Drive #210
Sparkling, light-filled corner 2 bedroom, 2 bath Willard model. 
Enjoy new stainless steel appliances, windows galore, gas fireplace, 
new carpeting, deck, walk-in closets with closet systems, garage 
parking, fresh paint, and more!  Popular community with pools, 
gym, parks, metro shuttle, dining, and shopping!
NANCY PERKINS  +1 703 402 5599

CHERRYDALE PRICE UPON REQUEST  |  1904 Quebec Street 
Stunning new construction by Chadsworth Homes in enviable 
Cherrydale. Nothing overlooked in this beautifully light-filled 
craftsman home. With a total of five bedrooms, four full bathrooms 
and a powder room.  Perfectly sited on an oversized 11,000 square 
foot lot, this residence provides lovely living and entertaining 
spaces on three finished levels. 
MARY SCHMITZ   +1 703 209 2692

  Enjoy a walking tour of
unique, historic homes and gardens

in the heart of Old Town Alexandria at

The 75th Annual
Historic Alexandria Homes Tour

Saturday, September 24, 2016
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Tickets available at www.thetwig.org

OLD TOWN  $1,274,000  |  202 N Royal Street
New price and new staging. This grand c. 1874 residence boasts 
3,000 square feet, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, soaring ceilings, 3 
fireplaces, finished lower level, brick patio, and original floors, 
doors, and hardware. Exquisite renovation of kitchen and baths. 
www.202NorthRoyalStreet.com 
NANCY PERKINS +1 703 402 5599

OLD TOWN PRICE UPON REQUEST |  215 Wolfe Street
Plaqued brick end-unit townhouse in the southeast quadrant, 
walled gardens on three sides, 2 bedroom, 2.5 baths, Master 
Suite, detailed trim work inside and out, gourmet kitchen. 
DANNY SMITH +1 703 505 7845
DIANE MURPHY +1 703 408 1152
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But council’s decision to 
request permission to move 
the statue, located in the in-
tersection of Prince and South 
Washington streets, goes 
beyond the group’s recom-
mendations, which advocated 
leaving the statue in place.  
“Appomattox” has stood at 
that site since 1889, and under 
state law requires approval 
from Richmond because it is 
a war memorial.
 The need for General As-
sembly approval for any change 
weighed heavily on councilors. 
The statue is owned by the 
United Daughters of the Con-
federacy, so a move also would 
require that group’s assent, and 
the suggested new location 
by councilors was about 20 
feet away at The Lyceum, on 
the southwest corner of the 
intersection.
 But there was reluctance 
to try to move the statue, in 
part because of the difficult 
political environment for 
such a proposal in Richmond. 
Earlier this year, Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe (D) vetoed a bill 
that would have prevented lo-
cal governments from remov-
ing Confederate monuments.
 City councilors also grap-
pled with how best to use the 
statue as an educational op-
portunity.
 “I think it is a terrific teach-
ing point that we are not all 
equal yet,” said City Councilor 
John Chapman. “We have not 
sewn up our wounds, whether 
it’s civil conflict or racial con-
flict. We’re not there yet.”
 “My goal is how do we tell 
a broader tale of our history 

and not just one part of it?” 
said Vice Mayor Justin Wil-
son. “I think we have the op-
portunity here and elsewhere 
in the city, so for me it’s not 
a question necessarily about 
whether the statue goes or 
does not go. It’s a question of 
how do we broaden that story 
and how do we broaden how 
we tell that history?”
 With its vote, council di-
rected city staff to begin dis-
cussions with the city’s Gen-
eral Assembly delegation and 
the United Daughters on a 
possible relocation. A position 
on a new siting may end up in 
the city’s legislative agenda 
which will be finalized later 
this year. The General Assem-
bly reconvenes in January.
 The decision to rename 
Jefferson Davis Highway re-
ceived unanimous support 
from councilors, with sev-
eral suggestions forthcoming 
about a possible new name. 
Mayor Allison Silberberg 
suggested naming it Patrick 
Henry Street after the Revo-
lutionary War hero who lends 
his name to U.S. Route 1 as it 
passes through Old Town.
 Wilson suggested renam-
ing it Richmond Highway to 
be consistent with Fairfax 
County. While councilors 
seemed broadly in favor of 
removing the Davis moniker, 
the reception was more mixed 
from members of the public 
who testified.
 “In essence, we don’t like 
this man’s past and don’t like 
drawing attention to it,” said 
Gail Niemack. “A man who 
was very surprised to learn he 
was going to be president of 
the Confederacy. Alexandria, 

this wonderful city, seems like 
it is working to hide history.”
 Local residents Richard 
Merritt and Jim Bender sug-
gested renaming the street 
after black Alexandrians who 
have made a difference in the 
city’s history.
 City Councilor Willie Bai-
ley said the significance of 
giving the street a new name 
goes far beyond the present 
day and outweighs any cost as-
sociated. In a staff report, it is 
estimated that changing the 
street signs on Jefferson Davis 
Highway will cost around 
$27,000.

I can honestly say, you can 
personally raise my taxes 

until it’s paid for, to satisfy my 
parents, my grandparents, my 
ancestors ... personally raise my 
taxes until it’s paid for.”

- City Councilor Willie Bailey

CONFEDERATE FROM | 1
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Reservations encouraged

Call 703.549.0155 or email 
school@immanuelalexandria.org

Open House 
Thursday, October 6th 

9:00 AM
Classical Christian School • Grades Jr.  K-8

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301   |   703.549.0155  |  www.ILSAlexandria.org

Teaching the next generation of classical thinkers.

A rarely seen view of African American life in 1950, captured by 
groundbreaking photojournalist Gordon Parks.

T H E  V I R G I N I A  M U S E U M  O F  F I N E  A R T S  P R E S E N T S 

Gordon Parks, Back To Fort Scott is organized by the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, in partnership with the Gordon Parks Foundation. Photo: Untitled, St. Louis, Missouri, 
1950, Gordon Parks (American, 1912–2006), gelatin silver print. Courtesy of and copyright the Gordon Parks Foundation

Jul 23 – Oct 30

VMFA-GParks-AT-5.5x4.5.indd   2 6/30/16   2:13 PM
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MOre THAN 300 JUrIeD ArTIsTs, 5 LIVeLY sTAges,  
20+ FOOD VeNDOrs & NON-sTOP Free FAMILY FUN!

sAT. OcT. 1 1OAM–6pM
Mt. VerNoN AVe iN del rAY, AleXANdriA VA

More iNfo: ArTONTHeAVeNue.org

A  regioNAl MUlticULtUrAl Arts &  MUsic festiVAL

 

“I can honestly say, you 
can personally raise my taxes 
until it’s paid for, to satisfy 
my parents, my grandparents, 
my ancestors,” he said. “To 
satisfy them, personally raise 
my taxes until it’s paid for.”
 With council’s approval, 

a public consultation process 
will follow ahead of choos-
ing a new name for the thor-
oughfare. Typically, city staff 
reviews a renaming request 
then sends its recommenda-
tion to the planning commis-
sion, with approval required 
from that body and city coun-
cil. City Manager Mark Jinks 

said that general process will 
be followed, but staff will in-
clude a more elaborate public 
input process.
 The subject of Jefferson 
Davis and his role in the Con-
federacy brought the only 
real f lashpoint of the hearing, 
as resident Bernard Byrne 
described Davis as a “tragic 

CONFEDERATE FROM | 7

hero” who did not know that 
slavery was morally wrong 
and who maintained that se-
cession was legal. Chapman 
and Bailey vehemently dis-
agreed with that sentiment.
 “It wasn’t that these men 
and women didn’t know that 
slavery was wrong,” Chapman 
said. “That’s totally factually 
incorrect. Folks made choices. 
Choices were made about how 
they wanted to carry on their 
economy and run and build 
their nation. That’s fact.”
 “To try to say you do 
not understand that owning 
someone, I don’t care how 

long ago it was, you’re own-
ing someone,” Bailey said. “I 
don’t understand even back 
then how you can’t realize it’s 
wrong to own someone.”
 In keeping with the advi-
sory group’s recommenda-
tions, council elected not to 
undertake a wholesale renam-
ing of other streets that may 
have been named after sig-
nificant Confederate figures. 
City Councilor Tim Lovain 
encouraged residents to peti-
tion council for name changes 
under current city processes, 
and to help add more histori-
cal context to street names.

PHOTO/JENNIFER POWELL
Councilors will ask the General Assembly’s permission to relocate 
the “Appomattox” statue located at the intersection of Prince and 
South Washington streets. Owned by the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy, the statue is a war memorial and so is protected 
from relocation by Virginia Code.

In essence, we don’t like this 
man’s past and don’t like drawing  

attention to it. A man who was very 
surprised to learn he was going to be 
president of the Confederacy. Alexandria, 
this wonderful city, seems like it is 
working to hide history.”

- Gail Niemack, resident 
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DIANN HICKS CARLSON
diann.carlson@gmail.com
703-628-2440  |  703-888-5114

A S S O C I A T E  B R O K E R

121 North Pitt Street Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703-549-8700

IN THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Minutes to the White House and Kennedy Center

Sited on over one acre of lushly landscaped grounds in one of Alexandria’s 
most sought-after neighborhoods, 909 Vicar Lane is a stately 1940s-era 
residence that has been updated and expanded to nearly 7,000 square 
feet. Beautifully designed, these light-filled spaces are ideal for family 
gatherings as well as large-scale entertaining.

In one of Alexandria’s premier locations, the home’s tranquil setting is very 
close to downtown D.C., Old Town, Shirlington and St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes School. 

Boasting a banquet-sized dining room, expansive living room and double, 
light-infused reception halls, this elegant home will graciously welcome your 
guests. This is an in-town estate, like no other. $3,795,000

Visit online at MRISHomes.com MLS#AX9625073 
Or Direct Link: bit.ly/909VicarLane

Sited on over one acre of lushly landscaped grounds in one of Alexandria’s most  
sought-after neighborhoods, 909 Vicar Lane is a stately residence that has been  
updated and expanded to nearly 7,000 square feet. Beautifully designed, these 
light-filled spaces are ideal for family gatherings as well as large-scale entertaining.
In one of Alexandria’s premier locations, the home’s tranquil setting is very close to 
downtown D.C., Old Town, Shirlington and St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School.
Boasting a banquet-sized dining room, expansive living room and double, light-infused 
reception halls, this elegant home will graciously welcome your guests. This is an  
in-town estate, like no other. $3,695,000

Visit online at MRISHomes.com MLS#AX9756089 or Direct Link: bit.ly/909VicarLane
diann.carlson@gmail.com
703-628-2440

ASSOCIATE BROKER
DI A NN HICKS CA R LSON

~ 909 Vicar Lane ~

IN THE CITY OF ALEX ANDRIA
Minutes to the W hite House 

and Kennedy Center

SEAN SHANAHAN PHOTOGRAPHY

WEICHERT ®

LUXURY COLLECTION

it has little impervious area. 
 On an impervious surface, 
stormwater is not able to pass 
through into the ground, so it 
often mixes with pollutants 
and other waste, contaminat-
ing the water as it moves to-
ward storm drains or the river.
 A draft timeline of the 
fee’s implementation provided 
by staff said, if approved, the 
first bills would go out in May 
2018. Council directed staff 
last spring to start formulating 
the plan.
 It would fund the city’s 
stormwater management infra-
structure and also go toward 
cleanup of the Chesapeake Bay, 
mandated by the federal govern-
ment and the Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality.
 “Because we expect costs 
to manage this infrastructure 
over the next few years to in-
crease, particularly over the 
next 10 to 15 years as we are 
responding to new unfunded 
state and federal mandates, 

city council directed staff 
to explore some stormwater 
funding alternatives to come 
up with a long-term, sustain-
able and equitable solution 
that lessens the general fund 
impact,” city transportation 

director Yon Lambert told re-
porters at a briefing.
 Residents and businesses 
will be eligible for a fee reduc-
tion if they undertake volun-
tary stormwater management 
efforts on their own. At this 

point, Lambert said staff is still 
determining what that volun-
tary management would entail, 
in addition to any documenta-
tion that will need submission.
 A public comment period 
will follow as transportation and 

environmental services staff 
go on what they described as 
a “roadshow” to explain more 
about the fee proposal. Lambert 
said the credit system also will 
be up for further discussion.
 “We’ll be talking about 
what’s in that toolbox,” he said. 
“The challenge is that there is 
some benefit to doing that and to 
encouraging changing behavior. 
It’s just that we have to establish 
what the right threshold is.”
 Bill Skrabak, the city’s dep-
uty director for infrastructure 
and the environment, said a 
similar idea was examined in 
2007. A work group at the time 
suggested a fee system, but 
when it reached city council in 
2010, officials decided to have 
the half-cent set-aside on prop-
erty tax bills instead.
 Since then, new regula-
tions have been introduced 
for cleanup of the Chesapeake 
Bay, with a view to ensuring 
that pollution from sediment, 
nitrogen and phosphorus is re-

STORMWATER  FROM | 1
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PHOTO/JENNIFER POWELL

Green sludge along the river’s edge at Oronoco Bay Park is an indication of sewage runoff into the 
Potomac River. The fee would help combat that run-off, officials said.
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New Fall 
Arrivals

Store Location 
106 North Saint 

Asaph Street, 
Alexandria, VA 
703-664-0585
Store Hours 
Mon - Wed 10 - 6 
Thurs - Sat 10 - 7 

Sunday 12 - 5 

2016

www. tsaltstyle.comwww. tsaltstyle.com

2016

ALEXANDRIA, VA
OLDTOWNSTROLL.COM

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4 pm

205 SOUTH FAIRFAX STREET
ONE OF A KIND

Extraordinary newly built detached Old Town home. 
Nearly 1,000 sq. ft. on each of the four levels. Five  
bedrooms, four and half baths, elevator, custom 
woodwork & coffered ceilings with granite and marble 
throughout. Come see this spectacular home, one block 
from King St. Ten year builder warranty. $1,949,000

For private showing Call Gina Baum
703-338-1557 • Ginabaum@kw.com

Gina Baum, Realtor, Certified Luxury Home 
Marketing Specialist (CLHMS)

| Keller Williams Realty Alexandria Old Town | 

Request for proposals to 
be issued this month on 
nonprofit’s options
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Officials with The Cam-
pagna Center are in the early 
stages of considering selling 
its headquarters, with a re-
quest for proposals expected to 
be issued this month.
 The center has been at its 
current site at 418 S. Washing-
ton St. since the 1980s, on a 
plot of land that has been dedi-
cated to educational purposes 
since 1812. The local nonprofit 
provides services to more than 
2,000 children and families in 
Alexandria, including preschool 
and after-school programming 
as well as an English Language 
Learner program for adults.
 To ensure the center con-
tinues to meet the challenges 
ahead, including an increasing 
number of people needing its 
services, officials adopted a 
strategic plan in August 2015, 
which included the formation 
of a so-called mission and ca-
pacity committee to examine 
the center’s use of its space. 
That committee was made up 

of board and non-board mem-
bers, and met nine times.
 “I think it’s really less about 
finding a new place, it’s really 
more about making sure that we 
are doing everything we can to 
fulfill the mission of the organi-
zation and serve the children and 
families that are a part of what 
we do,” said Walter Lukens, 
chairman of the committee.
 As such, very little has 
been decided at this point. A 
request for proposals is slated 
for issuance before the end of 
the month to see what might 
be available elsewhere and 
whether the current building 
can be leveraged in any way.
 “All that we’ve decided for 
sure is we’ve got to test the mar-
ket,” said The Campagna Center 
board chairman Dave Millard. 
“I think we’re going to lead a 
pretty rigorous effort to identify 
the best [commercial real estate] 
brokerage firm and team to help 
us ascertain the true value of the 
building we’ve got as well as 
explore opportunities that may 
exist elsewhere.”
 Officials with the center said 
the old building can present 

challenges, especially for those 
who come in to receive services.
 “Many times I walk 
through the door of the build-
ing and we have families who 
are coming here, particularly 
for our early childhood pro-
gram, and our ability to create 
the right kind of setting to talk 
with them about what their 
needs are [is hampered],” said 
president and CEO Tammy 
Mann. “Many times we’re talk-
ing about sensitive information, 
which is kind of happening at 
the dining room table.”
 “When you think about 
things like the intake of people, 
a family comes in and they 
want to avail themselves of The 
Campagna Center programs 
and they have to come to Old 
Town, well there’s no place for 
them to provide personal infor-
mation in order to be able to 
get into some of the programs,” 
said Lukens. “You have to do 
that in a very makeshift way 
that is hard.”
 And further to that point, 
Lukens said the high ceilings 
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The Campagna Center 
explores building sale

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE 
The Campagna Center is 
exploring a possible sale 
of its current building at 
418 S. Washington St., 
but officials emphasized 
they are in the very early 
phases of that exploration. 
A request for proposals is 
slated to be issued late 
this month.
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395ExpressLanes.com

Faster travel times on I-395

New transit funding

Direct access to the Pentagon

Better access to Crystal City

New travel choices

Providing direct access to the Pentagon and Crystal City 

The 395 Express Lanes will enhance access around Eads Street in Arlington with 
direct ramps from the Lanes to both Crystal City and the Pentagon. As part of the 
project, a portion of the toll revenues will be used for annual funding for transit, like 
improving bus service.

By extending the 95 Express Lanes for eight miles north to the D.C. line, the 395 
Express Lanes will significantly reduce congestion in the I-395 corridor and increase 
capacity by adding an additional HOV lane to make three reversible lanes on I-395. 
The project will extend the benefits and travel options of the 95 Express Lanes  
farther north.

Construction of the project could generate 1,500 jobs and provide more than half a 
billion dollars of economic activity. 

For more information, visit our website.

The 395 Express Lanes 
Extension Project
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mean that while the building 
is 17,000 square feet in total, 
it can feel underutilized, espe-
cially considering the overhead 
costs of electricity and heating.
 “It’s a beautiful old build-
ing, but having said that, old 

buildings come with their own 
set of issues,” said Lukens. 
“The space is not the best uti-
lized space in the entire world. 
If we could pile desks up on 
top of one another, the high 
ceilings would be beautiful to 
that, so it’s not as functional 
as it might be and it’s old. The 

upkeep of that is a significant 
expense.”
 With more and more fami-
lies from the West End using 
The Campagna Center’s ser-
vices, Millard said it might 
make sense to look in that area 
if a move from Old Town is 
approved. He said the center 

 
  

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

CAMPAGNA    FROM | 10 would prefer to purchase a new 
building rather than rent, espe-
cially since its current location 
is debt-free.
 In the meantime, officials 
said a key point of empha-
sis will be engagement with 
all stakeholders at The 
Campagna Center 
and garnering 
their opinions 
on the future.
 “The first 
big priority 
is that every-
body is in-
volved in the 
process,” Lukens 
said. “For us, that 
means everybody from 
the families that we work with 
through the staff through the 
people who support what we 
do from a donation point of 
view to our partners in the 
city and in the schools. What 
motivates this more than any-

thing is a desire to deliver the 
services and to be impactful 
from a mission point of view 
in everything that we do. 
 “As we go through this 
process, that’s the lens, that’s 
the perspective we’re going to 

go back to over and over 
again.”

 “We’ve been 
very fortunate to 
have a very tal-
ented group of 
people work-
ing with us, and 
that’s made the 

process a lot eas-
ier to step through 

when you have the 
right minds around the table,” 

said Mann. “We’ve been very 
deliberative. There’s not a lot 
of interest in doing something 
in a hasty way. We believe 
we’re in a position of strength 
to try to have this proactive 
process in front of us.”

duced to acceptable levels.
 States that neighbor the bay 
have set targets to cut the total 
maximum daily load of pollu-
tion into the Potomac River, 
which drains into the Chesa-
peake, dramatically by 2028.
 Locally, Alexandria has 
been tasked with reducing 
its pollution into the bay by 5 
percent by 2018, although Sk-
rabak said a combination of 
a more stringent stormwater 
management ordinance, prof-
fers by developers and exist-
ing city infrastructure means 
that the city is on track for a 20 
percent reduction by that time.
 From 2018 to 2025, Alexan-
dria is required to reduce pol-
lutants by a further 35 percent, 
then another 60 percent to com-
plete the cleanup between 2023 
and 2028. Under the Clean Wa-
ter Act, localities can be fined 
tens of thousands of dollars per 
day for not hitting their targets, 
which are mandated by federal 
law but not directly paid for by 
the federal government.
 Skrabak said the city is com-
mitted to spending between $50 
million and $60 million in its 

10-year capital budget, but that 
is not enough to help the city 
meet those targets. Stormwater 
management division chief Jes-
se Maines said the city spends 
1.7 cents on stormwater per 
half-cent set-aside, and that gap 
will continue to grow.
  “This [fee] would be cre-
ating a dedicated funding 
source,” Maines said. “It can 
only be used for stormwater; it 
can’t be used for anything else. 
It would be an enterprise fund 
only used for stormwater, the 
administration of stormwater 
programs and for treating and 
controlling.”
 Elsewhere, stormwater fees 
are in use in Maryland, Prince 
William County and the City 
of Falls Church. Fairfax and 
Arlington counties use a spe-
cial tax district.
 In the coming months, city 
officials will hold community 
meetings with civic associa-
tions and other interested bodies 
like nonprofits and the cham-
ber of commerce. Skrabak said 
if council approves the initial 
framework this fall and allows it 
to proceed, it will be included in 
the fiscal 2018 budget process, 
which starts next year.

STORMWATER
FROM | 9
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228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
Annual Blessing of the Animals

Held Sunday, October 2 at 4:00 p.m.   
on the St. Paul’s playground (or in Norton Hall if it’s raining).

Furry, Finned and Feathered Friends are Welcome!

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Take Me Home ~
Herman represents all of the tabby cats 
now in residence at the Shelter and in 

search of homes this autumn.

The Shelter would like to invite you in to 
meet them; but be prepared to fall in love. 

VISIT ONLINE  
www.alexandriaanimals.org  

or phone 703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

FAA to examine moving 
waypoint away from city
BY ERICH WAGNER

 Alexandria residents work-
ing with federal and airline of-
ficials said they have come up 
with some ideas to reduce the 
amount of noise from planes 
departing from Reagan Nation-
al Airport, although some will 
take at least a year to imple-
ment.
 City council heard from 
Alexandria’s resident appoin-
tees to the airport’s commu-
nity noise working group at a 
meeting last week. The group 
is made up of representatives 
of the various jurisdictions sur-
rounding the airport, as well as 
officials from the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Author-
ity, which operates Reagan Na-
tional on behalf of Congress, 
the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and private airlines.
 Steve Thayer, the city’s ap-
pointee to the group and presi-
dent of the Torpedo Factory 
Condominium Association, said 
a combination of factors have 
led to an increase in commercial 
airplane noise that many resi-
dents have experienced in recent 
years, particularly at night.
 “Contrary to what some be-
lieve, there has never been a cur-
few at Reagan National, rather 
a lack of demand and flights at 
night made it appear to some 
that a curfew existed,” Thayer 
said. “The recent increase in de-
mand for early morning and late 
night travel has meant more ar-
rivals and departures during the 
10 p.m. to 7 a.m. time period, 
which has increased the night-
time noise.”
 Since the 1980s, the FAA 
has imposed restrictions on the 
types and models of planes that 
can take off and land at night, 
but the Airport Noise and Ca-
pacity Act of 1990 essentially 
prohibits the agency from re-

voking nighttime certification 
from older aircraft.
 Another recent change lead-
ing to more air traffic over Old 
Town — but less in other neigh-
borhoods — was the FAA’s 
transition from a radar-based 
safety system to the GPS- and 
satellite-based NextGen sys-
tem, Thayer said. The result 
means planes’ flight paths are 
a lot more precise and there-
fore more concentrated.
 “Basically, it narrows the 
flight path, resulting in some 
experiencing a decrease in 
noise, and for others an in-

crease,” he said. “Those depart-
ing DCA day or night and trav-
elling westbound, they travel 
directly over the west bank of 
the Potomac River, and there-
fore directly over the Torpedo 
Factory Condominiums.”
 That said, Thayer said a ma-
jor recent problem is that more 
pilots have begun deviating 
from the flight path. Instead of 
flying to a waypoint south of 
the Woodrow Wilson Memorial 
Bridge before making their turn 
westward, aircraft — especially 

Residents seek answers 
on airplane noise

SEE AIRPORT | 16
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the first quarter, Agwunobi’s 
third score extended the Ma-
roon’s lead to 21-0 and put the 
team in complete control.
 Agwunobi rushed for 69 
yards in the game on four 
carries, and went 8-9 for 143 
yards through the air. In the 
second quarter, he also threw 
a 24-yard touchdown pass 
that put the Maroon ahead 
28-0.
 “It was really a slow pro-
gression,” Agwunobi said. 
“Tonight I was looking for 
passes first — they broke 
down and I was able to scram-
ble. Then there were people 
blocking downfield, so I was 
wide open.”
 Running back Perris Jones, 
who celebrated his first varsity 
game for Episcopal after trans- 
ferring from Bishop Ireton, 
ran 23 yards for a touchdown 
with 46 seconds left before 
halftime. Jones finished with 
79 rushing yards on eight  
carries. In the second half, 
sophomore Jaden Bailey 

rushed into the end zone from 
19 yards out, and Duncan Trau 
completed the scoring with a 
field goal.
 “It feels amazing, but it’s 
all the offensive line,” Ag-
wunobi said. “I’ve got to 
thank them. They make my 
job a hell of a lot easier. They 
were blocking downfield and 
blocking the whole time. 
They don’t stop.”
 Defensively, the Maroon 
kept continual pressure on 

Paul VI quarterback Jimmy 
Cheek, who was repeatedly 
forced to scramble out of the 
pocket from blitzing defend-
ers. Cheek was sacked five 
times, which the Episcopal 
players said was a key part of 
the game plan.
 “Our scouting report go-
ing into the game was to get 
to the quarterback, because 
that quarterback has a re-

Maroon cruise to victory in 
season opener

SPORTS
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PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Maroon running back Perris Jones looks for an opening against Paul VI. On his varsity debut since transfer-
ring from Bishop Ireton, Jones had 79 yards on the ground and one touchdown.

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.

© 2016 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved. Each Fitness
Together® studio is independently owned and operated.

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106
Alexandria, VA 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria/jumpstart

703.683.0777
Get Started Today!

FIT TODAY...
FOR A BETTER TOMORROW.

3 sessions for $99
Limited Time Offer

Episcopal football kicks 
off with 45-0 win over 
Paul VI
BY CHRIS TEALE

 It took just six plays for 
the Episcopal football team’s 
fast-paced offense to have an 
impact last Friday night.
 Away against Paul VI in 
the Maroon’s season opener, 
the visitors quickly moved 
up field through three pass-
ing plays and two rushes 
after starting on their own 
20. Then, quarterback Seth 
Agwunobi took the snap and 
rushed into the end zone from 
4 yards out, putting his side 
up 7-0 less than two minutes 
after the opening whistle.
 Episcopal would ride the 

momentum from that open-
ing drive to a comfortable 
45-0 win over the Panthers 
and move to 1-0 on the young 
season.
 “That’s something that 
we’ve been doing for the last 
five years,” said Maroon head 
coach Panos Voulgaris. “We 
like to play fast and try to get 
out from the line of scrim-
mage and be up-tempo.”
 Episcopal scored the ma-
jority of its points in the first 
half, sucking the energy out 
of a vociferous home crowd. 
Later in the first quarter, 
Agwunobi ran in an 11-yard 
touchdown, followed by a 
22-yard scoring run. With 52 
seconds left before the end of 

It feels amazing, but it’s 
all the offensive line. 

I’ve got to thank them.  
They make my job a hell of a 
lot easier. They were blocking 
downfield and blocking the 
whole time. They don’t stop.”

- Seth Agwunobi,  
Quarterback, Episcopal football
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ally quick release and he can 
pinpoint the ball anywhere 
on the field,” said Maroon 
defensive end Colin Dixon. 
“We knew if we were going 
to stop this team, it starts 
with getting pressure on the 

quarterback.”
 Despite the victory, Voul-
garis said there are plenty of 
areas for his team to improve, 
especially in keeping their 
discipline. On multiple occa-
sions, Episcopal was f lagged 
for infractions including de-
lays of game and false starts, 

 PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE
Episcopal quarterback Seth Agwunobi prepares to take a snap against 
Paul VI last Friday. Agwunobi had three rushing touchdowns and threw 
another as the Maroon triumphed 45-0.

Cardinals, Saints and 
Titans all defeated
 The Bishop Ireton, St. 
Stephen’s and St. Agnes and 
T.C. Williams football teams 
all lost last weekend against 
St. Albans, Severn and West-
field, respectively.
 T.C. Williams kept its 
contest close against reigning 
Virginia High School League 
6A state champion Westfield. 
But the Titans were undone 
by three touchdown passes 
from Rehman Johnson to 
Kevin Petrillo, Sean Eckert 
and Matt Cirillo to fall in a 
21-14 defeat.
 T.C.’s record now stands at 
1-2 as it begins Patriot Confer-
ence play this weekend with a 
visit from Mount Vernon.
 St. Stephen’s and St. Ag-
nes went into halftime against 
Severn ahead 14-2 thanks to 
a rushing touchdown from 
Chance LeGrand and a touch-
down pass from CJ Lyons to 

Charles Thompson.
 But the Saints could not 
hold onto that advantage, 
and lost 18-14. Their record 
is now 1-1, with a trip to Po-
tomac slated for Saturday.
 Bishop Ireton’s record now 
stands at 0-3 after a 20-14 de-
feat to St. Albans on Septem-
ber 17. Two rushing touch-
downs from Malcolm Spencer 
put the Bulldogs up 13-0 early 
in the first quarter, but Will 
Barth caught a touchdown 
pass from Chandler Wilder to 
close the gap to 13-7.
 Spencer hit Dakota Foster 
for a passing touchdown to 
extend St. Albans’ lead, and 
while Joshua Hensley scored 
a rushing touchdown for the 
Cardinals it was not enough 
to prevent a 20-14 loss.
 Ireton next faces Episco-
pal this Friday in a clash of 
two local rivals.
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We help people. That’s 
what we do. Our goal is to 
make a difference in each 
member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at www.signaturefcu.org (use promo code AT2016), and visit  
www.signaturefcu.org/products to view all of our products. You can also contact  
us at (800) 336.0284 to speak with a member care team representative.

Federally insured by NCUA 

So is our teaching approach.

Each student’s 
path is different.

Fusion is a revolutionary place where 
positive, constructive relationships 
unlock academic potential. We’re 
a private school providing an 
individualized education for kids from 
grades 6-12. But we’re so much 
more than that. We’re a community 
of learning dedicated to creating a 
supportive campus environment where 
every kid can flourish – emotionally, 
socially and academically.

Fusion Alexandria
866.350.4678
FusionAlexandria.com

and the team’s head coach 
said more time on the prac-
tice field will be key to mini-
mize such mistakes.
 “Paying attention to detail 
has to be our mantra moving 
forward,” he said. “We were 
not as disciplined as I’d hope 

we can be tonight.”
 Episcopal returns to action 
Friday at home against local 
rival Bishop Ireton, and while 
there is plenty of room for im-
provement, the Maroon play-
ers are encouraged by what 
they have done so far.

 “It is the first game, so I 
do feel like we have a ways 
to go before we’re where we 
want to be,” said Dixon. “But 
if we keep going at this pace 
and we keep working hard in 
practice, I think that goal is 
very achievable.”
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Run the 5k or Beer Mile!
Entry fee is only $59.
www.dasBeerrun.com

Tickets are non-refunadable & subject to tax. Show is rain or shine. 
Please drink responsibly. Advance tickets close 9/21/16.

www.dcoktoberfest.com
Tickets starting at only $25!

Over 120 Beers, Wines & Schnapps
prizes for fingerhalkn & fUn Contests

live mUsiC on the main stage featUring: 
texas Chainsaw horns  /  liqUid a  /  edelweiss Band

great german food & mUCh more!

smaller commercial planes — 
have been cutting across Old 
Town and making their turns 
early.
 Although all of these devel-
opments have combined to ag-
gravate residents day and night, 
Thayer said a number of fixes 

are in the process of study or 
implementation. The first is try-
ing to crack down on the num-
ber of flights that divert from 
the mandated flight path.
 “The FAA has brought the 
issue of diverting aircraft prior 
to reaching the waypoint to the 
attention of air traffic control,” 
Thayer said. “They’ve request-

ed that diversions be limited 
only to those circumstances re-
quired by safety.”
 And Thayer said the air-
lines are doing what they can 
to reduce the amount of noise 
from takeoffs and landings. 
American Airlines plans to 
eliminate their fleet of MD-
80s, a plane first introduced in 

1980, from service, while Del-
ta Airlines plans to eliminate 
the use of MD-80s in flights 
that take off after 3 p.m.
 But he said trying to mitigate 
the concentration of flight paths 
because of NextGen is a long-
term issue.
 “The group has recom-
mended that the FAA modify 
the south-flow departure flight 
paths for aircraft going west-
bound from the western shore 
of the Potomac to the middle 
of the river by establishing the 
waypoint further east over the 
river, and extending the turning 
point 3.9 miles south of the cur-
rent turn point,” Thayer said.
 “But that implementation 
process, according to the FAA, 
will take nine to 12 months and 
it will be subject to internal re-
view, modeling and simulation, 
along with public hearings and 
community input.”
 Bill Skrabak, director of en-
vironmental quality at the city 
department of transportation 

and environmental services, 
said another factor behind the 
increase in noise is a shift in the 
ratio of flights coming out of 
National compared with Dulles 
International Airport, which 
also is operated by MWAA.
 “National handles more 
than Dulles does now,” he 
said. “There’s a decrease in 
the flights to and from Dulles 
and an increase at National. 
So while the planes have been 
getting quieter, the number of 
planes and number of flights 
has been going up.”
 “And part of the reason for 
increased traffic at National, the 
gist of it is that for airlines, it’s 
cheaper to have a slot there,” said 
Lisa Goldberg, a T&ES staff li-
aison to the working group. “Be-
cause of the bonds involved with 
the construction at the airports, 
[Dulles is more expensive for 
airlines]. But the state has been 
working to try to get more of the 
flights [into the D.C. area] to go 
to Dulles.”

The FAA has brought the 
issue of diverting aircraft 

prior to reaching the waypoint 
to the attention of air traffic 
control. They’ve requested that 
diversions be limited only to those 
circumstances required by safety.”

- Steve Thayer, City appointee, Reagan National 
Airport community noise working group
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EVENTS
KING STREET ART FESTIVAL
While parents rested on the Market 
Square steps, the Alexandria Times 
Booth catered to children ready 
to create their masterpieces.

24ARTS 18
STEEL MAGNOLIAS REVIVED
The Little Theatre of Alexandria’s 
latest production is a pleasant 
throwback to the 1980s, and you 
won’t even miss Dolly.

CALENDAR
WHEN TEMPERATURES DROP
The fun doesn’t need to stop as 
there are still plenty of opportuni-
ties to get out and enjoy yourself in  
Alexandria.

19 HOMES
MAILBOXES AS GARDENS
It can be a struggle to frame 
one’s mailbox in an aesthetically 
pleasing way. Try creating a small 
garden with it.

20

TimesLiving
 WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM   17SEPTEMBER 22, 2016  

TIMING IS EVERYTHING
Somewhere between the Ameri-
can Horticultural Society’s 23rd 
annual gala’s four-course dinner 
under a grand tent (top left) and a 
presentation by the team of Les-
lie Ariail, Henrietta Burke, Karen 
Davis, Julie Mueller and Laura 
Dowling who were responsible 
for organizing and creating the 
annual event (bottom left) and 
its auction, another annual event 
occurred  — a full and glorious or-
ange Harvest Moon overlooking 
the Potomac River  — delivered by 
Mother Nature herself.

PHOTOS/ KATIE GARLOCK 



Back in the wheelhouse
Little Theatre performs 
well-acted remake of an 
‘80s staple
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

 Most of you likely recall 
the 1989 movie “Steel Magno-
lias.” You know the one, with 
Julia Roberts as Shelby, the 
bride-to-be who suffers from 
diabetes, and Sally Field as her 
disapproving mother M’Lynn.
 And who can forget Dolly 
Parton in the role of Truvy Jones, 
the sweet and sexy beauty shop 
owner? Or Shirley MacLaine 
as Ouiser, the wisecracking se-
nior who calls it as she sees it? It 
had a killer cast that also starred 
Olympia Dukakis as Clairee, the 
wife of the town’s former mayor, 
and was a true story based on 
the death of playwright Robert 
Harling’s sister.
 Or maybe you saw the all-
black cast in the 2012 Life-
time TV remake with Queen 
Latifah and Phylicia Rashad. 
The sublime Alfre Woodard 
played Ouiser and Jill Scott 
was Truvy. It was a flop, but 
when it comes to dissing hus-
bands and the enduring power 
of sisterhood, it seems there is 
always an audience and always 
a remake. This time, the Little 
Theatre of Alexandria puts its 
own spin on the familiar tale.
 Set in Truvy’s beauty salon in 
small-town Chinquapin, La., the 
plot revolves around six women 
whose lives intersect through 
family and friendship. Unlike the 
original film, this version fea-
tures an all-female cast.
 Carla Crawford shines as 
Truvy. Her timing and delivery 
are flawless. Both the glue and 
the dynamic force in this pro-
duction, I hope to see her play 
more leading lady roles. Alana 
D. Sharp in the role of M’Lynn 
shows dramatic skill in her sec-
ond act soliloquy, and Kelsey 
Yudice offers up a nuanced per-
formance as the ever-optimistic 
Shelby. 
 Susan Smythe brings a sym-
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pathetic tenderness to Annelle, 
the wayward Bible thumper, and 
the ever-talented Patricia Spen-
cer Smith, as Ouiser, who gets 
some of the best lines and best 
laughs, is hilarious. Conversely, 
Brenda Parker is such a fine, 
well-established actor that it was 
puzzling to watch her interpre-
tation of Clairee morph from a 
good ole gal into a British snob. 
Oh well, it was opening night.
 Although there are laughs 
aplenty in this all-female cast, 
the humor is so dated that most 
born after the 1980s will have 
no earthly idea what they are 
talking about. Call waiting as 
a novelty? Having your “colors 
done?” Note to younger readers: 
It means getting a clothing and 
makeup color palette chosen to 
suit your skin and hair tones. It 
was a once a life-or-death thing.
 Though the Little Theatre 
of Alexandria has made their 
bones putting on top-notch mu-
sicals, delightfully bawdy Brit-
ish drawing room comedies 
and intricately staged murder 
mysteries, I had been encour-
aged of late to watch them ex-
pand their work with edgier 
productions, even controversial 
themes. Last season, the troupe 
appeared keen on attracting a 
new, younger audience, critical 
to all theaters, with “Laughing 
Stock,” “In the Heights” and 
“God of Carnage.” Even “Spa-
malot” and “The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show” were far braver 
than past productions. 
 That said, director Sharon 
Veselic has assembled some 
fine actors to bring this old 
comedy to life. And, whatev-
er you think of the 1980s, leg 
warmers are coming back — 
and not just for Truvy’s sake.
.

Through October 1 at The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
600 Wolfe St. For tickets and 

information call the box office 
at 703-683-0496 or visit  

www.thelittletheatre.com.

PHOTOS/MISTY ANGEL
The 1989 film “Steel Magnolias” has been re-aired and remade many times, most recently via a stage 
adaptation now playing at The Little Theatre of Alexandria. Alana D. Sharp and Carla Crawford (bottom) 
make up part of the ensemble cast, and play Mary Lynn and Truvy, respectively.
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est native plant sale in the D.C. 
metropolitan area hosts 13 ven-
dors from four states selling native 
perennials, shrubs and trees for 
sun or shade. Admission is free.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: 1701 N. Quaker Lane
Information: www.northernal-
exandrianativeplantsale.org or 
571-232-0375

Sunday, Sept 25
RUN! GEEK! RUN! A 5K race to 
benefit city nonprofit Capitol Post, 
organized by Alexandria companies 
Ironistic and Hudson Studio. In its 
ninth year of running but the first 
in the city, the course is certified 
by USATF.
Time: 8 a.m.
Location: Potomac Yard
Information: www.rungeekrun.net

Tuesday, Sept 27
HOMESCHOOL DAY: CIVIL 
WAR WALKING TOUR See first-
hand how the Civil War changed 
Alexandria in a family-friendly 
introduction to the occupied city. 
Tickets cost $8 per child, admis-
sion is free for adults.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: http://shop.alexan-
driava.gov

FALL ROBUST WALKATHON 
Guest instructors, including 
the originator of Robust Walk-
ing, Dr. Dan Kulund, will lead 
groups through stations showing 
participants how to use simple ex-
ercises while walking that will help 
increase strength, agility, flexibility 
and help to maintain balance.
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Ben Brenman Park, 
4800 Ben Brenman Drive
Information: www.seniorservicesal-
ex.org or 703-836-4414, ext. 110.

Wednesday, Sept 28
LECTURE: NEW FACES IN 
AN OLD TOWN A talk to explore 
the forces of structural racism 
combined with American Cold War 
policies that created major demo-
graphic changes in Alexandria by 
the mid-to-late 20th century and 
led to population shifts. Arlandria 
saw multiple changes and shifted 
from mostly white-only housing 
to becoming home to immigrants 
from all over the world. Hear 
their impact on the city and their 
experiences.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

Thursday, Sept 29
FALL CONCERT AT THE 
LLOYD HOUSE A free concert 
featuring music from Drymill Road. 
Tours of the house are available 
during the event.
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

Sept 30-Oct 8
LIVE MUSIC WEEK The second 
annual Alexandria Live Music 
Week, presented by Alexandria 
Live and On Tap Magazine, is a 
citywide music event featuring 
Alexandria’s diverse music scene 
and musicians, as well the clubs, 
bars, restaurants, shops and ven-
ues that feature and promote live 
music in Alexandria. This year there 
will be over 50 participating ven-
ues and over 300 performances.
Time: Various
Location: Various throughout 
Alexandria
Information: 703-439-8487 or 
www.livemusicweek.com

Saturday, October 1
CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS FIGHT-
ING IN STYLE Interpreters 
dressed in several major types of 
Civil War uniforms will describe the 

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
www.thelittletheatre.com

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

Steel Magnolias                            9/10 - 10/1
Playwright Robert Harling’s poignant, 
sassy, and quick-witted play features 
a group of Louisiana women as they 
bond and gossip at a local beauty 
shop while making their way over 
life’s many hurdles. 
Sometimes friend-
ship is all you need. 
Winner of the LTA 
“People’s Choice” 
survey!

Coming soon
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Now to September 25
OLD TOWN BOUTIQUE  
DISTRICT SHOP & STROLL  
A four-day event that invites cus-
tomers to shop and explore the dis-
trict’s 30 boutiques. Participants 
who visit all the boutiques and col-
lect stamps at each location will be 
entered to win a gift package and 
shopping spree worth more than 
$1,000. Additionally, participants 
who purchase the limited edition 
event bag will receive discounts 
from each boutique.
Time: Hours vary by retailer
Location: Old Town Boutique 
District
Information: www.oldtownbou-
tiquedistrict.com or www.oldtown-
stroll.com

Saturday, Sept 24
FIREFIGHTING HISTORY 
WALKING TOUR Explore Alex-
andria’s firefighting history on the 
“Blazing a Trail: Alexandria’s Fire-
fighting History” tour. Participants 
learn about volunteer firefighting 
in early Alexandria, three devastat-
ing fires and the five volunteer fire 
companies. Tickets cost $6 for 
adults and $4 for ages 10 through 
17. Reservations required.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994 week-
days; 703-746-3891 weekends

HISTORIC HOMES TOUR Tour 
six unique homes and gardens on 
the 75th Annual Historic Alexandria 
Homes Tour. Learn about the history 
of the city, and see houses filled 
with art and artifacts. Tickets cost 
$40 in advance and $45 on the day.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: homestour@thetwig.
org or www.thetwig.org

SEAPORT DAY Great live music, 
local beer, wine, boats and nautical 
displays to benefit the work of the 
Alexandria Seaport Foundation. 
The event will also feature several 
local shops and food provided by 
Old Town restaurants.
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 
Prince St.
Information: www.alexandriasea-
port.org

NORTHERN ALEXANDRIA  
NATIVE PLANT SALE The larg-

For entire schedule go to Birchmere.com
       Find us on Facebook/Twitter!

Tix @ Ticketmaster.com   800-745-3000

3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Alexandria, VA • 703-549-7500

3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Alexandria, VA • 703-549-7500

For entire schedule go to Birchmere.com
       Find us on Facebook/Twitter!

Tix @ Ticketmaster.com   800-745-3000
Sept 
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  22    THE SMITH SISTERS 
‘35TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW!’ 

with AL PETTEWAY 

 23 MAYSA & HER FUNK SOUL SYMPHONY
‘25/50 Silver & Gold Celebration!’ w/FRANK McCOMB

 24 LAITH AL-SAADI 
OWEN 

DANOFF

 25   From “O Brother, Where Art Thou?”

SOGGY BOTTOM BOYS
feat. Dan Tyminski, Barry Bales, 

Rob Block, Stuart Duncan, 
Mike Compton, Pat Enright

 27 BILLY BRAGG & JOE HENRY
SHINE A LIGHT TOUR

 29             LUNA  Britta 
PhilliPs

 30    A’NGELA WINBUSH
 Oct 1 WMAL Free Speech Forum

w/Chris Plante, Brian Wilson,
Larry O’Connor, Mark Levin

 2          EL DeBARGE
 5                  An Evening with

AND 

 6 DAVID BROMBERG’S BIG BAND
“Bucket List Birthday Bash!”

with special guests Larry Campbell & Teresa Williams

 7 funky METERS 7come11

8&9     The Whispers
 11 RICHARD THOMPSON (Solo Acoustic) Sam 

Amidon

12 Asleep At The Wheel Purple 
Hulls  

14&15 ERIC ROBERSON w/D Maurice

16       KEIKO MATSUI
17 CHICK COREA ELEKTRIC BAND
 18                  The Return of

SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS
19&20 AVERY*SUNSHINE
21  RODNEY CROWELL
22   RAVEN’S NIGHT

“CELESTIAL BODIES”

23     BRIAN McKNIGHT

    

    

    

     

     

     

     

     

    

 Spend an evening in concert with

GLADYS KNIGHT
Sat. Oct. 22, 8 pm
                                  

Tickets on sale now through Ticketmaster.com
800-745-3000, or at the Warner Theatre Box Ofc.

   
LYLE 
LOVETT

ROBERT
EARL KEEN

 Spend an evening in concert with

GLADYS KNIGHT
Sat. Oct. 22, 8 pm

                                  

Tickets on sale now through Ticketmaster.com
800-745-3000, or at the Warner Theatre Box Ofc.
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Experience history in this beautiful Old Town home
 Built in 1757, the William Brown 
House was the home of George Wash-
ington’s close friend, the physician gen-
eral of the Continental Army. Located 
on one of Old Town’s most historic and 
desirable blocks, this elegant frame-and-
brick home is set on a double lot with 
beautifully landscaped gardens.
 This four-level home spreads over 
nearly 5,000 square feet and includes five 
bedrooms. The main level offers gener-
ous ceiling heights and impressive formal 
spaces, well suited for grand entertaining.
 A bright and airy addition to the back 
of the home is an impressive, yet less for-
mal space, highlighted by expansive win-
dows and French doors, which open to the 
tranquil patio and garden. Four off-street 
parking spaces complete the property.
 “This important historic home retains 
its treasured original details, yet offers 

thoughtful updates throughout to provide 
modern conveniences,” said Rob Carney, 
managing broker of TTR Sotheby’s In-
ternational Realty’s Old Town office. 
“This is an opportunity to curate an au-
thentic piece of Alexandria’s history. To 
live at this address is a statement of con-
noisseurship and an opportunity to be at 
the center of the Old Town lifestyle.”
 The William Brown House can be 
visited during the 75th annual Historic 
Alexandria Homes Tour on September 24.

First-class mailbox gardens
20

At a Glance:
Location: 212 S. Fairfax St.,  
Alexandria, VA 22314
Price: $3,250,000

Neighborhood: Old Town
Year built: 1757
Size: Nearly 5,000 square feet
Bedrooms: 5

Parking: 4 off-street spaces
Contact: Jeanne Warner,  
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty, 
703-980-9106

703-684-7702
techpainting.com

Today’s Technology. 
Yesterday’s Technique.
For Interiors and Exteriors!

FRIENDLY | COURTEOUS | PROFESSIONAL | DETAIL-ORIENTED

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

BY MARTY ROSS

 Even if the daily mail 
doesn’t amount to much, 
a cheerful mailbox garden 
stamps you as First Class in 
the neighborhood. It’s also a 
fun gardening opportunity.
 Mailboxes perched on posts 
at the curb give you a chance 
to create a postage-stamp gar-
den design. Think of the mail-
box as a piece of functional 
sculpture that gives your little 
garden both a focal point and 
a vertical element. Then design 
around it, choosing hard-work-
ing plants that will thrive in the 
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PHOTOS/SEAN SHANAHAN 
In the heart of Old Town sits the William Brown house (above), originally owned by 
a close friend of George Washington and the physician general of the Continental 
Army. The original details of this historic home (left) have been thoughtfully pre-
served throughout the centuries.

usually challenging conditions 
at the curb.
 A mailbox on a sturdy post 
must be front and center in 
your design. It can stand no 
more than eight inches from 
the curb, according to U.S. 
Postal Service recommenda-
tions. To make the best im-
pression on the mail carrier 
and everyone else who passes 
by, the garden around the box 
should look attractive year 
round.
 You might start with a 
couple of small evergreen 
shrubs, as a conifer collec-

tor in Norfolk, Va., did when 
she designed her mailbox gar-
den. Her evergreens anchor 
the plantings, are in perfect 
proportion, and give the bed 
definition even in the winter. 
Dwarf conifers are a good 
choice because they grow 
slowly: They will never over-
whelm the space.
 A gardener in Madison, 
Wisc., who favors naturalistic 
landscaping and has a meadow 
in her backyard, designed a mail-
box bed to reflect her gardening 

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS
Of course, the mail-
box itself is an im-
portant element of 
any mailbox garden. 
You might want to 
get your garden off 
to a fresh start with 
a brand-new mail-
box — or perhaps 
something clever of 
your own design. 
With a little tinker-
ing, a farming family 
turned a standard-
issue mailbox into a 
miniature tractor. A 
few tall stalks of corn 
would look great in 
the background.



most careful mail carrier may 
drive over plants that creep or 
flop across the curb, or step on 
ground covers.
 You’ll want sturdy plants at 
the front of the bed, on the street 
side. Small grasses and tough 

ground covers such as 
ajuga or creeping phlox 
will bounce back from oc-
casional trampling. A rib-
bon of daylilies set back 
about six inches from the 
curb will produce a mag-
nificent show of color 
through the summer, and 
if the foliage along the 
curb is damaged, it will 
not affect the flowers. De-
pending on the location 
of your mailbox and your 
driveway, you may want 
to choose plants that grow 
no more than about two 
feet tall, so they will not 
block your view as you 
pull out of the driveway.
 Not all mailbox gar-
dens have to be planted 
around a post. Some-
times, the garden might 
be a few steps behind the 
mailbox itself, forming a 
living backdrop protected 

from the challenges of a street-
side planting but still reaching 
out to the neighborhood with 
a stylish punctuation mark of 
flowers. Pushing the garden 

style. She created a minia-
ture meadow around her 
curbside mailbox using 
just a handful of plants. 
In a spot less than three 
feet on a side, she plant-
ed short prairie grasses, 
bright yellow coreopsis, 
bold purple coneflowers 
and a drift of black-eyed 
Susans. None of these 
plants needs special atten-
tion, and the design looks 
pretty through the winter, 
when the grasses turn into 
a tawny backdrop for the 
bristling black seed heads 
of coneflowers and black-
eyed Susans.
 Curbside gardens are 
not the place for plants 
that need pampering. Of 
course, you’ll need to wa-
ter the plants while they 
become established, but 
drought tolerance is important 
when you’re choosing plants 
that must thrive at the end of the 
driveway, a long distance from 
the nearest spigot. Mailbox-
garden plants are also subject to 
a lot of wear and tear. Even the 
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...we’ve got you covered! 

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Inside or out... 

Fall in love
with your
body this
season...

and join us on Oct. 5th!

Fall in love  
with your body 
this season ...
Join us Wednesday,  
Oct. 5th from 5-7pm!

516 Oronoco St., Alexandria, VA  22314 
703.535.6700 • www.poshmedspa.com

Wine & Refreshments
FREE RAFFLE SPECIAL
Be sure to bring your friends 

& additional savings!

SculpSure® 

25 Minute Body Contouring

SPACE  
IS LIMITED!

www.anaandmelissa.com

                 Weichert Realtors 121 N. Pitt Street Alexandria, VA 22314

Mobile: 703-772-3526 | Office: 703-549-8700

The Power of Two... 
Working for You.

The Power of Two... 
Working for You.

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS
Monumental mailboxes are a little intimidat-
ing. Soften them up with well-chosen plants, 
and they will seem more sculptural. This 
easy planting relies on tall, wispy ornamen-
tal grasses as a backdrop, with a ribbon of 
indestructible liriope around the front.
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Whoo Hoo, I’m Being Trained 
At  WHOLE DOGZ!

• Agility, puppy classes, one-on-one training by AKC certified trainer!
• Super Agility/Fun Room
• Organic/Holistic Daycare/Boarding (no harsh chemicals)
• Organic grooming for a true spa like experience
• Individual suites for a retreat like boarding atmosphere
• Best in natural foods and supplements
• Great gift items for my Mom/Dad

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

CUSTOMERS 

LOVE US!

DOGS
FEEL  

AT HOME
HERE

Sunday, Sept. 25, 2016  |  8:00 am
Potomac Yard  |  Alexandria, VA

RunGeekRun.com

Co-sponsors Supporting

NEW Alexandria Course!

Run Volunteer Sponsor

Sunday, Sept. 25, 2016  |  8:00 am
Potomac Yard  |  Alexandria, VA

RunGeekRun.com

Co-sponsors Supporting

NEW Alexandria Course!

Run Volunteer Sponsor

Sunday, Sept. 25, 2016  |  8:00 am
Potomac Yard  |  Alexandria, VA

RunGeekRun.com

Co-sponsors Supporting

NEW Alexandria Course!

Run Volunteer Sponsor

evolution, symbolism and styles of 
military clothing of the time. A tour of 
some uniform jackets and clothing 
accessories on exhibit from the Fort 
Ward collection will also be featured.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m., noon to 
1:30 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum &  
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848
ART ON THE AVENUE A multi-
cultural arts festival celebrating the 
community’s diversity through the 
arts in Del Ray. Visitors will see over 
300 artists, musicians and food ven-
dors, with kids activities on offer too. 
The event takes place rain or shine.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: www.visitdelray.com

Sunday, October 2
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
A service to celebrate the animals 
of the world, including our pets. At-
tendees are asked to bring their pets 
in a carrier or on a leash, and encour-
aged to bring a water bowl to donate 
to A Forever Home Dog Rescue.
Time: 4 to 5 p.m.
Location: Front Lawn of Fairlington 
Presbyterian Church, 3846 King St.
Information: 703-931-7344

Wednesday, Oct 5
LECTURE: THE JOURNAL OF 
ANNE READING Margaret Irwin 
will discuss Anne Reading’s life while 
dressed as a Civil War nurse, includ-
ing her early training and work in the 
Crimea with Florence Nightingale, 
her later service in the Mansion 
House Hospital and some of her life 
after the war. Irwin will sign copies of 

her book following the program.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

Thursday, October 6
FALL CONCERT AT THE LLOYD 
HOUSE A free concert featuring 
music from Bob Zentz and Jeanne 
MacDougal. Tours of the house are 
available during the event.
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

Friday, October 7
BLESSED SACRAMENT CON-
CERT The Blessed Sacrament 
Festival Orchestra will be joined by 
organist Ann Carney for the Suite 
for Organ & Strings by Ottorino 
Respighi. Also included are the 
Serenades for Strings by Dvorak 
and Elgar. The concert is free but 
contributions are welcome.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament Catho-
lic Church, 1427 W. Braddock Road
Information: jmccrary@blessed-
sacramentcc.org or 703-998-6100 
ext. 103

Saturday, October 15
FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL A 
family event featuring fall activities 
such as scarecrow making, pump-
kin and face painting, arts and 
crafts, exhibitors, food vendors, 
puppet show, pony rides and a live 
band performance.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Armistead L. Boothe Park, 
520 Cameron Station Boulevard
Information: 703-746-5592

JAVA JOLT LECTURE: THE 
OCTAGON HOUSE Julia Claypool 
discusses the octagon house that 
used to stand on the site of the 
First Baptist Church on King Street. 
For its short existence, the unique 
house played a remarkable role 
during a turbulent time in Alexan-
dria’s history. Admission is free, 
reservations required.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St., Suite #327
Information: 703-746-4399
“WE’VE BEEN BURNED”: 
FIREFIGHTING IN THE CIVIL 
WAR A walking tour that will explore 
firefighting during the Union occupa-
tion. Were firefighters allowed out 
after curfew? What happened to the 
firehouses and equipment? These 
questions and many others will be 
answered as tour participants visit 
the site of four local fire houses and 
learn a great deal of firefighting and 
Civil War history.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/friendshipfirehouse

Thursday, Oct 20
OPEN DOORS TO INDEPEN-
DENCE BREAKFAST Enjoy 
a free, hot breakfast and hear 
current and former clients of Com-
munity Lodgings share their stories 
– their struggles, their determina-
tion to change their lives for the 
better, and their ultimate victory as 
they achieved self-sufficiency.
Time: 8 to 9 a.m.
Location: Holiday Inn and Suites, 
625 First St.
Information: www.community-
lodgings.org
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back a little way also allows 
you to grow taller plants with-
out obstructing mail delivery.
 This could be an opportu-
nity to include a small tree in 
the scene, perhaps a spring-
blooming magnolia or a cra-
bapple. A gardener near Wash-
ington, D.C., made a round bed 
separated from her mailbox by 
a strip of grass. She planted a 
small magnolia in the center 
and a little cottage garden of 
perennial flowers around it. 
The bed looks beautiful from 
the street and draws the eye 
further toward plantings in the 
rest of the garden.
 In some neighborhoods, 
monumental mailboxes are a 
slightly intimidating presence 
at the curb. They look more 
like barricades than small ar-

chitectural elements around 
which to plant a garden, but 
adding just a few plants can 
soften their appearance. Orna-
mental grasses are especially 
effective when planted just be-
hind such massive mailboxes, 
taking some of the hard edges 
off a brick pillar. In front, there 
may be room for a row of liri-
ope, an indestructible plant 
with leaves that are grasslike, 
but more sophisticated. It will 
dress up the base of the pillar, 
just as foundation plants soften 
the transition between a house 
and a garden.
 Perennials are classic mail-
box garden plants because they 
come back every year. Chry-
santhemums, iris, lavender, 
spiderwort, sedum, daylilies 
and phlox will all thrive in a 
sunny mailbox bed. In a shad-
ier place, ferns, coral bells, 

lamium and hellebores are 
surprisingly resilient. Roses 
are tempting, but plants with 
thorns might complicate things 
for the mail carrier. 
 Supplement the perenni-
als with colorful annual flow-
ers — zinnias, cleome, pentas, 
petunias — that will bloom 
through the summer. A well-
behaved vine, such as clema-
tis, mandevilla or black-eyed 
Susan vine, will dress up the 
mailbox post.
 Like any garden, a mail-
box garden will evolve over 
the seasons and through the 
years. Borrow ideas from your 
regular garden and prowl the 
neighborhood and the Internet 
for inspiration. Above all, don’t 
let the limited size of a mailbox 
garden constrain your imagi-
nation. Good things come in 
small packages.

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®
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DOING WHAT WE SAY SINCE 1935.  
   SEE FOR YOURSELF.

schneiderjobs.com
schneiderowneroperators.com
800-44-PRIDE  |  800-28-LEASE

Opportunities available in these divisions
VAN  |  INTERMODAL  |  DEDICATED 

TANKER  |  PORT DRAY
Team and Solo  |  Local, Regional and Over-the-Road 

Full- and part-time work

SIGN-ON BONUSES — UP TO $10,000 —  
AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA!

COMPANY DRIVER BENEFITS 
$6,000 tuition reimbursement  |  Paid orientation and ongoing training 

Medical, dental and vision insurance and 401(k) plan
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PHOTO/MARTY ROSS
A gardener in Richmond played it safe around her mailbox with classic, durable mailbox-garden 
plants: daylilies and clematis. A homemade curb of bricks and stones protects the plantings, 
and a handmade address sign adds an artistic touch.

Continued  
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LIYA, AGE 6NICOLE, AGE 8

KARINA, AGE 4 MARIE, AGE 10LUKE, AGE 5

BEN, AGE 7

ISABELLA, AGE 5 AVERY HAYNES, AGE 3 EILEEN, AGE 15

ZACH, AGE 8 GRACE, AGE 15

ESTELLA, AGE 5

TWINS

SCARLETT, AGE 5

2016 King Street Art Festival
More than 200 young artists and 
their parents visited the Alexan-
dria Times booth last weekend 
at the 14th annual King Street 
Art Festival. Staff members had 
a blast stamping, coloring and 
creating with kids ranging in age 
from 2-16 and drawing to the 
theme “Draw what you’re looking 
forward to.”

While we wish we had room to 
publish all the entries, we have 
selected a few for display here.

Thank you to all who participated.
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‘Blackberry Daze’ 
leaves you dizzy

An over-packed  
script muddles terrific  
Metro Stage performances
BY JORDAN WRIGHT
 Director, choreographer and 
lyricist Thomas W. Jones II 
and musical director William 
Knowles are the collaborators 
on a world premiere musical 
now playing at MetroStage, 
“Blackberry Daze.”
 Adapted from the murder 
mystery, “Blackberry Days of 
Summer” by Lynchburg na-
tive Ruth P. Watson, “Black-
berry Daze” is the story of a 
mother and her teenage daugh-
ter, a jazz club singer and her 
soldier husband, who has just 
returned after World War I, 
a host of churchgoing ladies, 
and a two-timing hustler. Set 
in the backwoods of rural Vir-
ginia, the action swings back 
and forth from the sophisti-
cated black nightclubs in D.C. 
to a hard-knock life in the 
country.
 Ayana Reed plays 
Carrie Parker, a teen-
ager struggling with 
a grim secret, and 
Roz White portrays 
her mother, Mae 
Lou. Mae Lou has 
a heart of gold until 
she meets and marries 
Herman Camm, a fast-
talking lowlife played 
by T.C. Carson, and be-
trays her daughter’s trust.
 Reed gives an outstanding 
and deeply affecting perfor-
mance, and though her char-
acter is by far the most emo-
tionally critical element, it is 
not given enough importance. 
For me, Carrie’s plight and ul-
timate redemption is where the 
real story lies.
 I compare it to the films 

ADOPTION
ADOPT: LOVING parents, a 
happy home & a secure life 

awaits 1st baby. Expenses paid. 
Debra & Ike, 1-888-449-0803. 

AUCTIONS
Estate Auction – Two BIG 

Days – Hillsville, VA – Vehicles, 
Woodworking Equipment, Tools, 

Antiques & More! September 
30 & October 1, 10:00am. 

Friday-Onsite, Saturday-Onsite/
Online. (336) 789-2926 or www.

RogersAuctionGroup.com 
Virginia Farmland Absolute 

Auction On-Site & Online 
118+/- Total Acres, 

Residence & Personal 
Property October 15 * 10 AM 
BlueRidgeLandAndAuction.

com 540-239-2585 UC – Blue 
Ridge Land & Auction Co., Inc. 

Lic #2906000294
Mountain Home Auction – Onsite 
& Online Saturday, October 15, 

10:00am in Poplar Camp, VA. 
Brick Home – Old 1943 Crowder 

Mill – Grinding Machinery 
– Antiques – Glassware – 

Collectibles. 336-789-2926 www.
RogersAuctionGroup.com 

EDUCATION
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Train to become a 
Medical Office Assistant! NO 

EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training & 
Job Placement available at CTI! 
HS Diploma/GED & Computer 

needed. 1-888-424-9419

HELP WANTED / SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 

Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents * Leads, No 
Cold Calls * Commissions Paid 

Daily * Agency Training *  
Life License Required.  
Call 1-888-713-6020. 

HELP WANTED/ 
TRUCK DRIVERS 

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 

1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 
for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 

Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-
243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 

800-614-6500; Front Royal/
Winchester 800-454-1400

67 Driver Trainees needed! 
No CDL? No Problem-We Train. 
Be Job ready in as little as 20 
days! Earn Great pay/benefits! 

1-800-874-7131
SERVICES 

DIVORCE – Uncontested, 
$395 + $86 court cost. No 

court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome - no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 

757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2016
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solo in “Palm of God,” it 
is the most indelible mo-

ment of the show.
     Carson succeeds in 
portraying the slick 
Camm, a cad and a 
rapist who has the 
whole town gun-
ning for him, in-
cluding his red hot 
paramour, Pearl (the 

husky-voiced Yvette 
Spears). But tying the 

characters and their 
motives together becomes 

confusing when the story be-
comes overloaded with several 
disparate objectives.
 There are 14 numbers in all, 
including the surprisingly cho-
sen “O Holy Night.” It was baf-
fling at times trying to make 
out whose story was being told, 
and by whom.
 In some cases, the charac-

ters tell their own stories, which 
would work better if there were 
one narrator. Some streamlin-
ing would help clear this up, but 
where? It would be blasphemous 
to cut any of Knowles’ songs. 
 And with a seasoned, stand-
out cast of Carson, White, Duy-
en Washington as both Ginny 
and Auntie May, Nia Harris as 
Hester, and Duane Richards 
II, who plays both Carrie’s 
adoring boyfriend Simon and 
Pearl’s husband Willie, whose 
lines would you cut? 
  It’s better just to focus on 
the razzmatazz of the era, the 
fine acting, Knowles’ onstage 
piano playing, and the dance 
segments.
.

Through October 9 at 
MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St. 

For tickets and information 
visit www.metrostage.org.

“Precious” or “The Color Pur-
ple” for sheer poignancy. Un-
fortunately, Carrie’s story is 
truncated by an overabundance 
of gospel tunes interspersed 
with jazz songs of the era. And 
though Reed has but a single 
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Our View

Your Views

Statue move is a good effort, 
even if it’s just symbolic
 Symbols mean different things to different people, and their interpreta-
tion can vary across cultures. Those meanings often also change over time.
 To Christians, the cross represents not just Christianity, but the very 
prism through which they view the world. For Jews, the Star of David sym-
bolizes not just religious beliefs, but their ethnic and cultural heritage. The 
personal meaning these symbols hold would not be the same for nonbeliev-
ers or people of different faiths.
 The OK sign of a circle and three upraised fingers has a vastly different 
meaning in parts of Europe than it does in the United States. What we now 
call the peace sign was once used by Allied countries during World War II 
as part of the “V for Victory” campaign.
 So it is with symbols of the Confederacy. Someone from Mars might 
view the Confederate battle flag as simply an interesting design. But of 
course, the flag’s real meaning is not in how it looks, but in what it rep-
resents to different people.
 To many, particularly black Americans, the Confederate flag will never 
mean anything but slavery and racism. Others claim it represents pride in their 
Southern heritage and defiance of political correctness and government control.
 The fatal shootings last year in Charleston, S.C. of nine black churchgo-
ers allegedly by an apparent white supremacist, who had frequently posed 
with the Confederate flag, prompted a nationwide reassessment of Confed-
erate symbols. The flag was removed from state buildings in South Carolina 
and elsewhere. 
 In Alexandria, city council voted to cease flying the flag on Robert E. 
Lee’s birthday and Confederate Memorial Day and set up a task force to 
consider three other items: removing the name of Confederate President Jef-
ferson Davis from U.S. Route 1, whether to rename streets in Alexandria 
that bear the names of Confederate military leaders, and whether to move 
the “Appomattox” statue from its location in the intersection of Prince and 
South Washington streets.
 At Saturday’s public hearing, council followed the task force recommen-
dations on two of the three items. It heeded the group’s advice in voting 
to rename Jefferson Davis Highway and eschewing sweeping street name 
changes. Street names still can be reconsidered on a case-by-case basis using 
current city processes.
 But council veered from the task force’s recommendation when it voted 
to request permission from the Virginia General Assembly to move the stat-
ue of a southern-facing Confederate soldier out of the intersection and onto 
the nearby Lyceum property.
 Different sorts of symbolism swirl around this decision. In the first place, 
the statue can’t be moved without state approval, which the city seems un-
likely to receive. Inaction in Richmond would make this vote a purely sym-
bolic gesture. 
 Second, council voted to move the statue only about 20 feet, not to de-
stroy or hide it. Although last month we endorsed the task force’s recom-
mendation not to move the statue, we feel this is a good idea.
 More people will be able to examine the weary soldier up close from this 
vantage point than in the middle of busy South Washington Street. And it would 
allow for better surrounding elements to convey the context of the statue.
 The vote also conveyed important symbolism insofar as it expressed a 
desire to move the Confederate soldier from his perceived place of honor in 
the middle of the roadway, much like moving a dinner guest from the right 
side of the host to a less noteworthy spot down the table.
 Before public discussion began on Saturday, Mayor Allison Silberberg 
called on speakers to respect the broad spectrum of views on this topic and to 
remain civil, and for the most part they did. We now think it is time to move 
on from this divisive issue from our past and focus on the present.

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man 

is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson

Who is watching the school board?
To the editor:
 The Alexandria City 
School Board, except for 
the newly elected members, 
are incapable of managing 
their budget of almost $300 
million. The board controls 
44 percent of the total city 
budget, a disturbing and 
frightening thought.
 It has a pervasive lack 
of clarity and no account-
ability, resulting in gross 
overspending — literally 
a financial circus which 
has been the norm at the 
school board for the past 
12 years. We need an 
oversight committee with 
foresight and fiscal re-
straint to monitor school 
board spending and we 
need it now.
 The current $1.5 bil-
lion project to rebuild our 
school facilities, which 
were never maintained 
and left to rot, has al-
ready become a financial 
nightmare. The Patrick 
Henry project will now 

have bus and truck traffic 
on a neighborhood street, 
resulting in a double 
whammy of noise and loss 
of property value for the 
neighborhood.
 The reason for this 
change, as stated by the 
school board, is that it 
stands to save $1.2 million 
with Alternative A1. Fig-
ures do not lie; the school 
board has never saved a 
cent on any project. In 2013, 
they moved money from 
many sources, including 
school bus maintenance, 
in order to finance a tennis 
court project. There was 
never any dialogue or cost 
analysis on the choices.
 In the past, Alexan-
dria City Public Schools 
projects have never come 
in on budget, including 
T.C. Williams, Jefferson-
Houston School, the Fran-
cis C. Hammond field and 
the infamous tennis courts 
— budgeted at $425,000, 
plus $200,000 for lights, 

but when the final bill 
came in it was at $1.4 mil-
lion. There is absolutely no 
precedent for the Patrick 
Henry project to come in 
under budget, and there 
is currently no maximum 
price.
 Our academics remain 
shoddy at best. The horrif-
ic action of the Cora Kelly 
School principal to inform 
36 families of struggling 
students of their right to 
opt out of state Standards 
of Learning tests so the 
scores could be artificial-
ly elevated is absolutely 
inexcusable and he de-
serves more than a slap on 
the wrist.
 We need a complete 
audit of other schools to 
determine if this action 
was pervasive. We had 
three schools in the top 
50 percent of test scores 
and four schools in the 
lower 10 percent with 
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My View | by David Speck

Dear Denise:
 Your open letter to the 
mayor and city council re-
garding a pay raise was well 
written and well reasoned (no 
surprise there). Unfortunate-
ly it was made with a faulty 
premise — city council is not 
a job and the compensation is 
not a salary. And arguing the 
case based on how hard they 
work is, frankly, irrelevant.
 For as long as there have 
been city councils, some mem-
bers work hard and some don’t; 
some are well prepared and 
some are not; some are out 
every night just 
showing up and 
some are not, but the 
only commitment 
that truly is re-
quired is two Tues-
day evening legisla-
tive meetings and 
one Saturday public 
hearing a month.
 Yes, there are plenty of 
other work sessions, gather-
ings, events and regional mat-
ters, but even that results in a 
wide variation of time commit-
ments. The underlying fact is 
that city council is a volunteer 
service and not, hopefully, a 
career. If part of your argument 
is that a pay raise is deserved 
because of the burden of time 
and effort that city councilors 
expend to help this community 
and its citizens, then maybe we 
should start with more money 
for classroom teachers, sanita-
tion workers and all the other 
unsung folks who make this 
city special and often go far be-
yond what their job requires.
 But the other part of the 
case I make has a little bit of 
“inside baseball” to it. Alexan-
dria operates under a council-
manager form of government. 
Simply stated, that means that 
the city manager is the CEO 
and COO of the city, not the 
mayor or council. City coun-
cil has three appointments it 
makes directly: the city man-

ager, the city attorney and the 
city clerk.
 That’s it. There is no other 
operational or executive role 
allowed or required other than 
appointing the city manager, 
who appoints and supervises 
everyone else who runs the 
city. City council’s role is a 
legislative one, and even the 
annual budget, which although 
approved by the city council, 
is generated by staff and pre-
sented by the city manager.
 So, when the proposal is 
to increase the compensation 
to $47,117 for city council-

ors and $90,000 
for the mayor, my 
question is: What 
exactly are we ex-
pecting them to do 
that they are not al-
ready doing now?
    You also make 
the comparison 
to the pay for the 

legislative aides. For this, I 
think you actually make my 
point even clearer. For them, 
it is a job. Each city councilor 
is able to make that appoint-
ment directly and there is a 
line item in the city budget for 
exactly that purpose. When 
the aide position was created 
in the 1970s, it was in rec-
ognition that the role of city 
council was becoming more 
demanding — constituent 
services, letters, calls, etc. — 
and most city councilors had 
other jobs that did not allow 
them to always be available. 
 It also might be advisable 
to consider the history of city 
council compensation. It be-
gan in the 1960s, as I recall, 
and clearly was never intended 
to be a salary. The case that 
was made was that serving on 
city council resulted in mem-
bers accruing out-of-pocket 
expenses for travel, event tick-
ets or meals in the course of 
carrying out their duties like 
required meetings or social 
events, and was intended to 

reimburse members for that.
 If the concern is that city 
councilors are incurring in-
creased expenses associated 
with serving, then build in a 
process whereby their com-
pensation will increase with 
the same cost-of-living ad-
justment as city employees.
 Fundamentally, the argu-
ment I am making is one that I 
have made consistently since 
I first ran, unsuccessfully, 
for city council in 1979: The 
positions of mayor and city 
council are not fulltime and 
they are not jobs. If the resi-
dents of Alexandria want to 
change that, then don’t do it 
through the back door by rais-
ing the stipend, do it up front 
with a comprehensive analy-
sis and review of all the issues 
and consequences that might 
result from a fulltime council.
 To be blunt, there are a lot 
of people in this community 
who would be delighted to be 
paid $47,000 to $60,000 for a 
job that requires minimal at-
tendance. Personally, I am not 
sure that I would want that to be 
the incentive to run for office.
 To conclude, I have no 
grievance with this city coun-
cil. I know them all and I have 
even served with some of them. 
They are dedicated, capable 
and, yes, hard-working public 
servants. I am grateful that they 
have made this commitment to 
run for office and for the vot-
ers to entrust them with the re-
sponsibility of guiding the city.
 But if we follow the logic 
that you have laid out in your 
column, Denise, then raises 
will continue inexorably until 
they are significant enough to 
be one’s primary compensa-
tion. That, in my judgment, 
fundamentally changes the 
type of government we have 
had for more than 200 years — 
voluntary, citizen legislatures.

The writer is a former 
 city councilor.

An open letter to Denise Dunbar

David Speck

Senior Corner
by Rhonda L. Williams

 Do you know someone 
who is generally cheer-
ful and in a good mood, 
someone who looks on the 
bright side of things and 
who lets bad situations roll 
off their back? You may be 
envious of this person’s 
positive attitude and wish 
you were born with the 
same sunny dis-
position.
 You also may 
know someone 
who seems to be 
a friend of gloom, 
with a “thanks 
for noticing me” 
attitude. Did you 
know you can change the 
way you think and re-
spond? Changing the way 
that you think and talk to 
yourself can improve your 
physical and emotional 
well being.
 Learning how to be-
come a healthy, optimistic 
thinker can help you some 
of the following ways:
• It can improve your 

mood and self-esteem.
•  It can decrease depres-

sion, anxiety and hostility.
•  It can lessen pain and oth-

er physical symptoms.
•  It can improve the speed 

of recovery after surgery.
•  It can enhance your im-

mune function.
• And it possibly can ex-

tend your life.
 We constantly talk to 
ourselves. The way we do so 
is often a learned habit. It’s 
difficult at first to change 
how we think, because 
similar to a train on an old 
familiar track; our thoughts 
tend to run down the same 
paths over and over.
 Learning to think op-
timistically is an exercise. 
The more you do it, the 
stronger your brain will 

become in jumping off 
that same old worried, sad 
or gloomy track and try-
ing out some bright new 
trails.
 Mental health experts 
say that optimists tend to 
seek out, remember and ex-
pect positive experiences. 
Optimists learn to: 1. Be 

selective, remem-
bering mainly the 
positive events in 
the past. 2. Focus on 
the present, seeing 
the future in terms 
of what can be done 
instead of what 
can’t happen. 3. See 

threats as challenges, prob-
lems to be solved. And 4. 
Believe the world is coher-
ent, and their actions make a 
significant difference.
 September is Older 
Virginians Mental Health 
Awareness Month. As an 
effort to increase our own 
awareness about our men-
tal health, consider learn-
ing to view life more opti-
mistically.
 There are several ex-
cellent resources avail-
able regarding learning 
optimism, and positive 
thinking skills at your lo-
cal library. A couple of 
examples that are help-
ful are; “Healthy Mind 
Healthy Body Handbook” 
by Dr. David Sobel and 
Robert Ornstein and “The 
Depression Workbook” by 
Mary Ellen Copeland. 
 A healthy change in 
thought patterns can go a 
long way in preventing de-
pression and anxiety. 

The writer is a mental 
health first aid instructor 

 with the city depart-
ment of health and 

community services.

Rhonda L. WIlliams

Improving your outlook on life
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warnings pending. What-
ever we are doing, it’s not 
working. But that is never a 
reason to cheat.
 We are losing the academ-
ic race because the school 
board is more interested in 
athletic infrastructure than 
academics. A $450,000 fee 
for the design of Parker-Gray 
Stadium takes precedent over 
hiring more excellent teach-
ers. Placing lights at the sta-
dium is illegal, so why would 

we wish to spend money on 
it? In addition, board mem-
bers have discussed a pos-
sible tax hike to help balance 
a deficit in the ACPS budget. 
Didn’t we just have a 3-cent 
tax increase? Based upon past 
history, would you give the 
school board more money?
 To the school board, new 
members excluded, my mes-
sage is thus: Turn out the 
lights, the party’s over. Finan-
cial guidance and austerity is 
needed and overdue.

- William Goff
Alexandria

A closer look at Alexandria’s uninsured

‘Appomattox’ is a statue of regret, not glory

Changing street names would desecrate Alexandria’s history

To the editor:
 City Councilor Tim Lovain’s 
recent letter (“We must help 
Alexandria’s uninsured with 
health care costs,” September 
8) brings to mind Lord Wood-
houselee’s dictum, “Democracy 
will last ‘til the people realize 
they can vote themselves ben-
efits from the public treasury.”
 A dollop for this group and 
a dollop for that special inter-
est and hope you’ve doled out 
enough dollops from city coun-
cil’s egregious tax increases 
that they turn out on Election 
Day to keep you in office.

 The Affordable Care Act 
could not guarantee every 
American health insurance. 
Health insurance for all is likely 
to cost more than its proponents 
estimate, and it isn’t particularly 
profitable for the health insur-
ance industry.
 The ACA’s dirty little secret 
is the ethically odious medical 
device tax, which in part financ-
es the law, including — even if 
indirectly — expanded Medic-
aid in the 31 states accepting the 
provision. The 19 states, includ-
ing Virginia, which have not, 
free up funding so that eventu-

ally the tax can be repealed.
 Meanwhile, as living pat-
tern preferences change to draw 
higher-income residents closer 
to the urban core, more needy 
residents will be displaced to the 
suburbs and rural areas, reducing 
their number here, while high-end 
housing developments sufficient-
ly augment our tax base.
 That means a small subsidy 
like what Lovain’s letter pro-
poses will suffice to provide Al-
exandria’s remaining uninsured 
with basic health care.

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

To the editor:
 I see that city council has 
decided to request the state gov-
ernment approve the relocation 
of the Confederate war statue at 
the corner of Prince and South 
Washington streets, which I 
think is a bad idea.
 The soldier carries no rifle or 
pistol, nor proud banner; his hat 
is removed. He has an expres-
sion of regret and loss, a per-
fect symbol of the Confederate 
cause. I have Confederate sol-
diers in my own family tree, as 
well as Union troops. One such 
Confederate, who never owned 
slaves, was a farmer and left be-
hind a diary, in which he wrote:
 “Arrived home from this 
bloody ruthless and unjust war, 
July 18 with a very sad heart with 
the thought of leaving many dear 
friends behind me, never again to 
return. With what I have seen [I] 
have become so disgusted that I 
wish to admonish my friends and 
relatives to stop — when the war 

cry is sounded by the newspapers 
and few of the big boys of the 
land, consider well the merit of 
the cry and never engage in war 
with the least shadow of doubt in 
your minds.”
 This statement of his well 
matches the expression of the 
Confederate soldier who stands 
at the intersection of Prince and 
Washington. The diary goes on:
 “Again [there] might be an-
gels in the shape of a woman 
condensed to taunt you and 
ridicule you for not going to war; 
have the moral courage to say 
that I will never engage in such 
an unholy thing.
 “Stick to it even if you have to 
leave your own land to evade it and 
you will be amply rewarded. In 
this war just ended I have known 
many who did not want to enlist 
or volunteer but were influenced 
by the illegitimate influences, 
and now their bones are bleaching 
far from home and friends, their 
graves erased, not even a board to 

mark the lonely spot.
 “Now many of these same 
persons who influenced them 
into the war are now condemn-
ing those poor unfortunate crea-
tures and branding them hot 
headed rebels. This is the pay 
you get for not saying, ‘No.’”
 The statue is not a glorifica-
tion of the Confederate cause, 
but rather a rebuke of it. The 
soldier stands with the echoes of 
regret and loss. His visage is one 
of anguish and grief.
 City council will do what it 
wants, regardless of time, his-
tory or the desires of the people, 
but I would like to see it stay, as 
a reminder of the cost of war. I 
understand renaming Jefferson 
Davis Highway, since Davis was 
unrepentant and never sought 
redemption, but to take the Ap-
pomattox statue down is differ-
ent. It is a statue not to the glory 
or war, but to the reproach of it. 

- Michael Ford
Alexandria

Funds to retain Port City 
Brewing Company is 
money well spent
To the editor:
 In response to Jimm 
Roberts’ letter to the edi-
tor (“Your View: Port City 
Brewing Company shouldn’t 
rely on public funds,” Sep-
tember 8), I respectfully dis-
agree.
 Port City Brewing Com-
pany has been a tremendous 
example of a local, home-
grown business that is not 
only a great source of liquid 
refreshment for our com-
munity, but for myself and 
many other residents it’s also 
a wonderful source of pride.
 When friends and fam-
ily visit from out of state, 
they always want to visit 
Port City because they’ve 
not only heard great things 
about their award-winning 
beers, but they have also 
heard about the wonderful 

guest experience they will 
receive from the staff.
 As the brewery has 
evolved, they’re bursting at 
the seams for space. This 
much is apparent to any-
one who’s visited in the last 
year. Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
(D) and city officials aren’t 
selecting winners and los-
ers. It’s quite clear that Bill 
Butcher and his team have 
developed a winner, and 
now they’ll get to stay in 
Alexandria and continue to 
be a part of our community.
 I’ve been a loyal Port City 
Brewing Company customer 
since the week they opened, 
and I’m so proud that they’ll 
be able to grow and flourish 
in the city that birthed them: 
Alexandria.

- Adam Froemming
Alexandria

To the editor:
 I am writing to comment on 
your recent editorial concern-
ing the findings of the ad hoc 
advisory group on Confeder-
ate memorials and street names 
(“Advisory group gets it right on 
Confederate symbols,” August 
25). You said that sometime in 
the future, maybe some of those 
streets named after Confederate 
leaders need to be changed.

 Well, which specific ones? 
Are some Confederates deemed 
more offensive than other Con-
federates? Should we change the 
name of Pickett Street because it 
shares the name with George 
Pickett, who is famous for the 
eponymous charge on the final 
day of the Battle of Gettysburg?
 Should we change the name 
of Van Dorn Street because it 
was named after Earl Van Dorn, 

a notorious womanizer who was 
murdered by a jealous husband 
in Tennessee during the war?
 It just shows how silly and 
ridiculous this whole thing is. 
Your comment about changing 
some street names in the future 
was just a hollow, feel-good ges-
ture. It has no practical applica-
tion in reality.
 Your online poll results in-
dicated that 74 percent of re-

spondents felt that the city’s 
advisory group’s recommenda-
tions should not have changed 
anything. That says it all.
 Historical study and history 
education in this country today 
are in bad shape, and the causes 
are varied. We should preserve 
our heritage, not desecrate it.
 The entire Northern Virginia 
area is awash with the legacy of 
the Confederacy. Does anyone 

really think they can eviscerate 
all the vestiges of the Confed-
eracy around here?
 It’s a foolhardy notion. 
Those of us whose families have 
been here for many years don’t 
appreciate these “Johnny Come 
Latelies” moving in and trying 
to tell us how to reinterpret our 
history.

- Greg Paspatis
Alexandria
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or many years, Alexan-
dria has been a choice 
location for commuters 

to Washington, D.C., with a 
variety of transportation op-
tions available with which to 
traverse the capital region.  
 But current residents who 
are used to the convenience of 
Metro, Virginia Railway Ex-
press and the Capital Beltway 
may be surprised to learn that at 
the turn of the 20th century, the 
city was well on its way to gar-
nering national attention for the 
variety of travel options avail-
able, both by land and water. 
 At the time, Alexandria 
boasted that it had the finest 
transportation services in Vir-
ginia, with the city connected 
to virtually all great American 
cities by major rail lines such 
as the Pennsylvania, Balti-
more and Ohio and the South-
ern, with three main branches 
leading from the city: the main 
line, Manassas and Bluemont 
divisions. 
 Additional interstate pas-
senger and freight service was 
conducted by the Chesapeake 
& Ohio, the Norfolk & West-
ern, the Atlantic Coast Line, 
the Seaboard Air Line and the 
Washington-Southern line, 
which had just built the hand-
some Alexandria Union Sta-
tion at the head of King Street 
at a cost of nearly $100,000. 
 In 1906, records indicated 
that 743,734 passengers were 
shuttled between D.C. and Al-
exandria, with 92 trains run-

ning back and forth between 
the two cities each day.
 Locally, the Washington, 
Alexandria and Mount Vernon 
Electric Railroad, seen in this 
1907 view at The Alexandria 
County Power House and Car 
Barn at Four Mile Run, con-
nected the nation’s capital with 
downtown Alexandria and 
George Washington’s home 
at Mount Vernon with scenic 
travel through the heart of the 
historic city and the wooded 
forests of Fairfax County. 
 The George Washington 
Memorial Parkway was large-
ly built along the trolley’s right 
of way in the early 1930s, and 
the rail tracks still are buried 

under the asphalt of North Co-
lumbus, King and South Royal 
streets. Daily ferry service 
also connected Alexandria 
with Washington and Mount 
Vernon, and a line of steamers 
traveled each day to Norfolk to 
meet connections throughout 
the country and the world. Ser-
vice to Baltimore twice a day 
was also another option avail-
able to Alexandrians.
 With such comprehensive 
transit service and automobile 
development in its infancy, 
traffic on local roadways 
was virtually non-existent. 
Despite its 100-foot width, 
Washington Street was still 
only one lane in each direc-

tion with free, diagonal park-
ing allowed throughout the 
downtown. Cars competed 
with horse-drawn wagons 
and a single stoplight on King 
Street controlled traffic. 
 Before the George Wash-
ington Memorial Parkway was 
built, those traveling to Wash-
ington proceeded up what is 
now Powhatan Street to reach 
the old Native American trail, 
redeveloped in 1809 as the 
Alexandria-Washington Turn-
pike and now known as U.S. 
Route 1.

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Do you agree with city council’s decision to request 
the relocation of the “Appomattox” statue from 
the intersection of Prince and South Washington 
streets to the nearby Lyceum?

Last Week 
Should Alexandria restrict when and how buskers 
can perform?

  63% Yes.    
  37% No.

Multimodal transportation in 20th century Alexandria

A. Yes.
B. No.59 Votes
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ACROSS
1 “1 One not making Santa happy
7 Like football shoes
14 Flower part
19 Attraction
20 Able to cover more ground,
   as a shortstop
21 Wisconsin city
22 Multipurpose application
24 Boo-boos in books
25 “Peer Gynt” creator
26 Physique, informally
27 Promises confidently
28 Military disguise, informally
30 It’s here before tomorrow
32 Rock tour employee
35 Havana residue
36 Armed services grp.
37 Fries or hash browns, e.g.
38 Young’s accounting partner
39 Thai monetary unit
42 ___ about (roam)
43 Big wine holder
44 Rid of vermin
49 Droopy-eared dog
51 Redress seekers
54 Earthlike shape
57 Valuable rock
58 Coop flier?
59 Ugly snow
63 Dig, pig-style
65 “Barbara ___” (Beach Boys tune)
66 Sheet of matted wool
67 Door-fastening device
68 Waning
70 Polygraph activators
71 Computer and tablet maker
72 In the style of
73 One-eighth of a circle

74 Chapter’s companion
75 Like tame horses or some waves
77 Leave dumbstruck
78 Freetown currency unit
80 Not likely to see the big picture
82 Certain ice cream treats
87 Notched, as a maple leaf
88 Black gold
89 Copy cats?
92 “Sophie’s Choice” role
93 Big Easy protector
95 “Planet of the ___”
97 Pigeon drop, for one
98 Fond du ___ (Wisconsin county)
101 Plunder
102 Gave false hopes to
104 Avoid being seen
105 Apple pie order?
107 Bladed pole
108 Watchmaker’s magnifier
110 Robber on the sea
111 Minor resentment
117 Like freshly made cheese
118 Close-fitting clerical garment
119 Concerning fast times?
120 ___ four (small teacake)
121 Solemnly recited
122 Mouthed off to

DOWN
1 Drivel
2 “___ Buttermilk Sky”
3 Final proposals
4 Powerful jet engine
5 Greek love god
6 Found a new tenant for
7 French vineyard
8 The “forbidden dance”
9 Delighted in

Weekly Words

ANIMAL SHELTER By Timothy E. Parker

FREDERICK D. BLANCHARD (80), 
of Alexandria, August 30, 2016

BLANCHE K. DAWSON (94),  
of Alexandria, September 4, 2016

DAVID DOUGLAS (61),  
formerly of Alexandria, September 3, 2016

RICHARD F. MUTH (61),  
of Alexandria, September 12, 2016

ABC NOTICE
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10 Ancient
11 “Shop ___ you drop”
12 Pickled delicacy
13 Arid
14 Dissect, as a sentence
15 Hosiery shade
16 Royal headwear
17 Poker-pot starters
18 Boxer’s restraint?
21 Do another lap?
23 Grandson of Adam
27 Publisher’s revenue sources
28 Swear, informally
29 “By yesterday!”
31 Archaeological site
32 Piously respectful
33 Give a prepared speech
34 Dead against
40 Near, old-style
41 “Fancy that!” old-style
44 “Gunsmoke” role
45 Render capable
46 Fix
47 Range ridges
48 African bloodsucking fly
50 Legendary temptress for sailors
51 Served as security for
52 “Hold for the full time” notes
53 Ain’t right?
55 Smidgen
56 Female hare
59 Former NFL tight end Shannon
60 More frilly, as a doily
61 Accustomed with
62 Jack and his wife of 
   nursery-rhyme fame
64 Smoothed out wet cement, e.g.
65 Super-duper rating
68 Magician’s hiding place, sometimes
69 Guy’s female friend
74 Blow off steam
76 “Farewell”
77 Relative of 76-Down
79 Some fraternity characters
81 ___ Scotia
83 They may be immersed in Joy?
84 People long past
85 “Good grief!”
86 Unknown amount
89 Certain southeast Asian
90 Large centerpiece with branching  
   holders for fruit
91 Marry
93 Put on, as cargo
94 “... ___ he drove out of sight ...”
96 Arias
98 Drink like a cat
99 Funnel-shaped dress style
100 200 milligrams
101 Bach composition
103 Year-end tunes
106 O. Henry’s “The Gift of the ___”
107 “Beetle Bailey” dog
109 Eye layer
111 Telekinesis, e.g.
112 Long, long time
113 “For shame!”
114 Cabernet, e.g.
115 Average grade
116 Conclusion

Obituaries

OBITUARY POLICIES
All obituaries in the Times are charged through 
the funeral home on a per-word basis comparable 
to the space rate offered to nonprofit advertisers. 
Deadlines are the Monday prior to the issue date. 
Call 703.739.0001 for details.
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The U.S. Census Bureau 
is hiring!

Field Representatives are needed in 
your area. If you are customer focused, 
self- motivated and have excellent 
communication skills. Please call (800) 
563.6499 for more information and to 
be scheduled for a testing near you.
The Census Bureau is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer and provides reason-
able accommodations to applicants 
with disabilities.

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Affordable Vacation 
Getaway! 

3BR 2BA rancher on 4.5 acres 
of fenced pasture with pond. 

2.5 hours to Alexandria. 
On paved state road for year 

round access. No HOA. 
Home updated with new kitchen and 
metal roof. 728 sq ft Open Concept 
Great Room with cathedral ceilings. 
Raise animals. Grow your food. Get 
outdoors: Swim in nearby River, hike 
Dolly Sods, Ski Canaan Valley. 
MLS# GT9717539 $139,999
David Smith, Realtor. 540-398-7975 
DLSmith@kw.com. Owner/Agent.  

Keller Williams Realty

Office Manager 
30 hours a week 

This 30 hour per week position re-
quires a professional, independent 
person with a variety of office skills 
and familiarity with office equipment, 
quickbooks and Google products. 
Contact jhughes@alextimes.com

Advertising
Works!

Advertise to 
19,000+ weekly 

readers!
Contact sales@ 
alextimes.com 
or 703-739-0001

CUSTODIAN – Janitorial firm 
seeks PT cleaner to work 3/hrs a 
night in a retail setting in the city 
of Alexandria 5/days/week. Pay 
rate: $10.00/hr. plus paid holidays. 
Contact Genci: 484-684-4112.

HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA  
PLANNING COMMISSION  

& CITY COUNCIL
OCTOBER 2016

The items described below will be heard 
by the Planning Commission and the 
City Council on the dates and times 
listed below. NOTICE: Some of the 
items listed below may be placed on a 
consent calendar. A consent item will be 
approved at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone asks 
that it be taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately. The Planning 
Commission reserves the right to recess 

and continue the public hearing to a 
future date. For further information 
call the Department of Planning and 
Zoning on 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2016 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2016 

9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION HAS BEEN 
REVISED. ALL OTHER 
PREVIOUSLY-ADVERTISED 
CASES REMAIN THE SAME.
Development Special Use Permit 
#2016-0028
2318 Mill Road Mill - Race Block 17 
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for an amendment to an existing 
Development Special Use Permit 
(DSUP2002-0002) to allow flexibility 
for both office and retail uses in ground 
floor space; zoned CDD #2/Coordinated 
Development District #2.
APPLICANT: Carlyle Overlook, LLC, 
represented by M. Catharine Puskar, 
attorney 

THE FOLLOWING WILL 
BE HEARD BY PLANNING 
COMMISSION ONLY  
(AND SENT TO CITY COUNCIL  
AS AN INFORMATION ITEM)

City Charter Section 9.06 
#2016-0002
2403 Potomac Avenue –
Potomac Yard Rail Corridor 

Public Hearing and consideration of a 
request for Planning Commission to 
review whether the proposed acquisition 
of property is consistent with the City 
of Alexandria Master Plan pursuant to 
Section 9.06 of the City Charter. 
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria

I-395 Express Lanes Extension 
City of Alexandria,  

Arlington & Fairfax Counties  
Design Public Hearing

Monday, October 24, 2016, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Formal presentation begins at 7 p.m.  

Wakefield High School
1325 S. Dinwiddie Street, Arlington, VA 22206

Wednesday, October 26, 2016, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Formal presentation begins at 7 p.m.  

Francis C. Hammond Middle School  
4646 Seminary Road, Alexandria VA 22304

Find out about the results of the environmental assessment and 
the proposed plans to extend the I-395 Express Lanes for eight 
miles north from Turkeycock Run near Edsall Road to Eads Street 
near the Pentagon.
In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
and 23 CFR 771, an environmental document in the form of 
an Environmental Assessment has been prepared for public 
review and comment. In accordance with the National Historic 
Preservation Act, Section 106 and 36 CFR Part 800, information 
on potential effects of the proposed improvements on properties 
listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places is included in the environmental document.
Stop by between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to view displays and learn 
about the project. VDOT staff will be on hand to answer questions. 
Review project information on the VDOT website (www.virginiadot.
org/395expresslanes), at the public hearing, or during business 
hours at VDOT’s Northern Virginia District Office at 4975 Alliance 
Drive in Fairfax. Please call ahead at 703-259-2381, 800-367-7623 
or TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate personnel are available to 
answer your questions.  Information is also available for review at 
the Arlington County Government Center and the Beatley Central 
Library in Alexandria during facility hours.  
Give your written comments at the meeting, submit them by 
November 11, 2016 to Amanda Baxter, Virginia Department of 
Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030, or email 
395expresslanes@VDOT.virginia.gov. Please reference “I-395 
Express Lanes Extension” in the subject line. 
VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all 
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or special 
assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, 
contact VDOT’s Civil Rights Division at 703-259-1775 or TTY/TDD 711.

State Project No: 0395-969-205, P101, UPC:108313

I-395 South Widening  
City of Alexandria & Fairfax County 

Design Public Hearing
Thursday, October 27, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Francis C. Hammond Middle School
4646 Seminary Road, Alexandria VA 22304

Find out about plans to construct a fourth through lane on southbound 
I-395 between Duke Street and Edsall Road. There are currently four 
lanes north and south of the project corridor, but only three through 
lanes within the project limits. The additional lane constructed with 
this project will fill the gap to ease bottlenecks through the Landmark 
area. This is a supplemental hearing due to design changes since the 
first public hearing in April 2016.
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
23 CFR 771, draft Categorical Exclusion (CE) documentation has been 
prepared in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration and 
is available for review and comment. VDOT staff will be available to 
discuss the environmental studies underway and the coordination with 
appropriate regulatory agencies to obtain information about the resources 
in the project’s vicinity. A public notice for review and comment on the 
final CE documentation will be posted at a later date.  In compliance with 
the National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106 and 36 CFR Part 800, 
information concerning the potential effects of the proposed project on 
properties listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places is also provided in the environmental documentation. 
Stop by between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to view displays and learn 
about the project. VDOT staff will be available to answer your questions. 
Review project materials at the hearing, including the draft CE, 
traffic technical report, plans, project schedule, and right-of-way, 
environmental and civil rights information. Materials are available 
for review at (www.virginiadot.org/projects/northern virginia) at the 
hearing, or during business hours at VDOT’s Northern Virginia District 
Office at 4975 Alliance Drive in Fairfax. Please call ahead at 800-FOR-
ROAD (800-367-7623) or TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate 
personnel are available to answer questions. 
Give your written comments at the meeting, or submit them by 
November 11, 2016 to Mr. Calvin Britt, P.E., Virginia Department 
of Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030, or email 
meeting_comments@VDOT.virginia.gov.  Please reference “I-395 
South Widening” in the subject line. 
VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all 
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or special 
assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, 
contact VDOT Civil Rights at 703-259-1775 or TTY/TDD 711.

State Project: 0395-029-015,P101  UPC: 103316, 
Federal Project: HSIP-395-4(177)
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com 109 S. Pitt Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314

If you have additional real estate needs including repair/replace recommendations,  
up-to- date market information, suggestions for preparing your home for the market or 

finding that special spot for your current needs, Lauren would love to hear from you!

Get Your Game Face on for the  
Fall Market with Lauren!

And she’ll find just the right home 
for your needs. It’s a Win, Win!

113 Cameron Mews is offered for Rent at $4995/mo.
This freshly painted and nicely renovated, 4 bedroom, 3 full and 2 half bath townhouse 
includes a kitchen with stainless appliances and breakfast nook, family room, handsome 
formal rooms joined by a wet bar, and an inviting walled garden with direct access to the 
assigned parking space. Within moments of the waterfront and King Street excitement, 

its location is ideal while maintaining a cosmopolitan gentility. Contact Lauren for 
additional details about this enchanting alternative, available Novmber 1, 2016.

636 N Alfred Street
2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths 

5 Blocks to Metro

SOLD
FOR 

RENT


