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Landmark Mall to shut 
down January 31  
Howard Hughes Corp.
buys Macy’s, which will 
shutter later this year
BY CHRIS TEALE

 Landmark Mall owner The 
Howard Hughes Corporation 
announced Monday it has pur-
chased the soon-to-be shut-
tered Macy’s department store, 
and other retail outlets at the 
mall will close on January 31.
 The acquisition of the 11.4-
acre store and parking lot at the 
Duke Street shopping mall came 
less than a week after Macy’s an-
nounced it will close its location at 
Landmark Mall, and could bring 

further progress on the belea-
guered redevelopment of the site.
 “Our vision is to revive the 
site and create a new urban 
hub on the West End of Alex-
andria,” said Mark Bulmash, 
senior vice president of devel-
opment for Howard Hughes, in 
a statement. “This acquisition 
enables us to increase the scale 
of this catalytic redevelopment 
and transform Landmark into 
a vibrant destination attracting 
area residents and visitors.”
 City council approved How-
ard Hughes’ plan for the site in 
2013, then amended it in 2015. 

Under that proposal, the cur-
rent Macy’s and Sears depart-
ment stores would have stayed 
in place, with the existing mall 
demolished and replaced by a 
mixed-use development of retail, 
restaurants and more than 400 
residential units.
 Ownership has been a com-
plicated issue. The Dallas-
based Howard Hughes owned 
the mall, while the two retail 
anchors owned their respective 
properties. Any agreement on 
the site’s future required all 
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Police investigate spate of cell phone robberies
Incidents stem from  
criminals’ use of online 
sales apps to find victims
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment is investigating a 
series of cell phone robberies 
in the city it says have been 
sparked by people buying or 
selling devices through elec-
tronic applications.
 On the evening of De-
cember 27, a suspect stole 
a cell phone at gunpoint on 
the 1000 block of N. Henry 
St., then the following day a 
phone was stolen on the 1200 
block of Madison St. 
 On December 30, a teen-
aged suspect stole cash during 

a cell phone sale facilitated 
through an app on the 4600 
block of Seminary Road, then 
the 1200 block of Madison 
St. was struck again as three 
armed suspects stole a phone 
on January 1.
 The recent uptick in rob-
beries from criminals using 
emerging phone apps like Off-
erUp and letgo as well as tradi-
tional online selling platforms 
like Facebook and Craigslist 
has police concerned.
 OfferUp and letgo are new 
phone applications that allow 
those interested in buying or 
selling items to find people 
nearby willing to do so using 
a phone’s GPS service. The SEE CELL PHONES  | 7
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FILE PHOTO 
Alexandria police are 
warning residents 
against using apps 
like OfferUp and letgo 
to sell their used cell 
phones, as criminals 
have used these tools 
to orchestrate robber-
ies in recent weeks.

apps also have chat features, 
meaning both sides can inter-
act without giving away per-
sonal information.
 “I hate to say it, but it’s al-
most like an arranged robbery,” 
said Acting Police Chief David 
Huchler. “If you’re a crimi-
nal and you’re trying to create 
the opportunity, the apps such 
as OfferUp, letgo, Facebook, 
Craigslist — all these types of 
online forums — are allowing 
criminals to reach out and pick 
their victims. That’s why it’s 
such a difficult crime to pre-
vent, because there are oppor-
tunities that are being created 

Once a three-level 
mall anchored by 
three department 
stores, Landmark 
Mall is a shadow 
of its former self. 
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The Howard Hughes 
Corporation announced 
Monday it bought the 
soon-to-be shuttered  
Macy’s department store 
on the property, and all 
stores on the site will 
close at month’s end.
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Help your clients save up to $10,000 in closing costs!*
Our clients are saving big on their home purchase when they use 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty affiliates.

REWARDS
REAL ESTATE

REASONS TOP AGENTS ARE JOINING
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES PENFED REALTY

COACHING
RESOURCEFUL

COMPENSATION
REVOLUTIONARYBRAND

RESPECTED

Affiliated Business Arrangement Disclosure: This is to give you notice that PenFed has a business relationship with PenFed Realty, LLC. PenFed Realty, LLC is wholly owned by PenFed
and this referral may provide PenFed a financial or other benefit. Set forth below is the estimated charge or range of charges for the settlement services listed. You are NOT required to 
use the listed provider(s) as a condition for the purchase, sale, or refinance of the subject property. THERE ARE FREQUENTLY OTHER SETTLEMENT SERVICE PROVIDERS AVAILABLE 
WITH SIMILAR SERVICES. YOU ARE FREE TO SHOP AROUND TO DETERMINE THAT YOU ARE RECEIVING THE BEST SERVICES AND THE BEST RATE FOR THESE SERVICES. Provider/
Settlement Service PenFed Realty, LLC/Real Estate Commission. Charge/Range of Charges Charges may range from 1% to 6% of the sales price plus $295.

*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s clients for using Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and 
title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

©2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and 
the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Equal Opportunity Employer: m/f/v/d
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• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Renovated Baths
• Upper and Lower Decks

HUGE PricE DroP! 
Beautiful townhouse with 
updated kitchen and baths, 
custom hardwoods, new 
carpet, gas fireplace,  garage 
and double decks. Estab- 
lished community with great 
amenities and close to I95/ 
I395, the Pentagon, DC, and 
2 Metros.

GranD HomE,  GorGEoUs finisHinGs Curved  staircase, 
2-story family room, palladium windows, French doors to deck. Formal 
dining room. Walkout LL with wet bar, rec room, 2 bedrooms & den. Two 
miles to Tysons Corner, Silver Line Metro, and easy access to DC & MD.

LovE tHE nEw PricE! Captivating designer home built for 
entertaining or cozy nights. Elegant kitchen, formal living and 
dining rooms, large deck, screened porch, and beautiful gardens 
with walking paths. Many extras - call for list. Near 2 metros/bus.

PricE imProvED! Steps away from Bluemont Park, W&OD, 
and 1.5 miles to Ballston Metro. Banquet sized dining room, high end 
kitchen with double oven, SS appliances and granite countertops.  
Sunny, fully finished, w/o basement with bedroom and bath.

• 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths
• Grand Foyer
• Palladium Windows
• Gourmet Kitchen

• 4+ bedrooms, 5 baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• 10 ft. ceilings
• Au Pair Suite

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
• Brazilian Cherry floors
• Chef’s Kitchen
• MBR w/Luxury Bath

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af filiates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Terms and conditions  
apply and are subject to change without notice.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker at: 703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314

Arlington  $745,000  CArlin SpringS

own for LEss tHan rEnt! Why rent when you can buy 
for less? Great location: 13 mins to Ft Myer, 16 mins to Reagan 
Airport, 10 Mins to Ballston Metro and shopping and restaurants 
in downtown Arlington. Lots of parking and extra storage included.

ask aboUt cLosinG cost assistancE  Do not miss this 
outstanding opportunity to own your very own home close to Old 
Town, National Harbor, and major commuting routes. A perfect 
pied a terre or way to stop paying the landlord!

a fabULoUs bUy! Located near shopping, future Silver Line 
Metro & Dulles IAP! Kitchen & bath renovations, new carpet, 
granite countertops, stainless appliances, and washer/dryer too!  
Bonus: Shed pre-stocked with lawn tools and snow blower!

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• 4th Floor Condo
• Open Floor Plan
• Parking

• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Steps to Huntington Metro
• Front Door Security
• Lots of Parking and  
   Storage Room

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.55 Baths
• Over $45K in Updates
• Large Deck
• Garage

Herndon $549,900 WeSt ox CluSter AlexAndriA $485,000 overlook

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• Fireplace
• Hardwood Floors
• Private Entrance

own a cornEr of Dc 
Treat yourself this holiday 
to a fabulous, move-in ready, 
townhome style condo and 
enjoy the benefits of owning 
with condo convenience! 
Featuring an open floorplan, 
42" cabinets, crown molding, 
patio, fresh paint, new app- 
liances and a fireplace too!

WASHington, dC   $479,900 logAn CirCle AlexAndriA $109,000 FAirington Arlington  $128,900  ColumbiA knollS

mCleAn $1,599,000  mApleWood AlexAndriA $885,900 buSH Hill WoodS

comPLEtELy rEnovatED Arlington Colonial will knock your 
socks off! Gorgeous living room w/ stone fireplace. Kitchen w/ antique 
white cabinets, granite countertops, stainless appliances. Modern baths, 
finished walk-out lower level; screened porch, fenced yard & garage.

Arlington  $669,900  glen CArlyn

• 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• Refinished Hardwoods
• New HVAC
• Freshly Painted

up to in closing costs$10,000 

 We help our clients
  build their wealth

Ask us how we can help you save
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City seeks feedback on 72-hour parking rule

School board appoints Ramee Gentry,
Cindy Anderson as new chairwoman, vice chair

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day program announced

 Officials announced last 
Friday that they are encourag-
ing residents to comment on 
the city’s so-called “72-hour 
parking” rule, to be shared 
with the traffic and parking 
board.
 The rule prohibits vehicles 
being parked within the public 
right-of-way, including resi-
dential streets, for more than 
72 hours at a time, excluding 
weekends or holidays. The 
rule is usually enforced when 

someone complains to the traf-
fic enforcement division of 
the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment.
 In an interview in 2015, Vice 
Mayor Justin Wilson suggested 
either repealing the ordinance, 
extending the period beyond 
72 hours, or using the same 
technology for guest and visi-
tor permits in parking districts 
to let others know a car will not 
be moving for a period of time, 
perhaps due to a vacation.

 City spokesman Craig Fifer 
said at the time that in a three-
year period, officials per-
formed around 4,600 checks 
on cars and issued about 400 
tickets.
 Feedback can be left at 
AlexEngage, the city’s on-
line engagement forum, until 
January 20. Those comments 
will then help inform possible 
changes to the rule by the traf-
fic and parking board.

- Chris Teale

 Alexandria will commem-
orate Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day in its 44th annual com-
munity event, to be hosted 
January 15.
 The program, entitled, 
“Our World, His Dream! 
Make it Happen For All!” will 
be held at the Church of St. 
Clement, 1701 Quaker Lane, 

and begin at 7:30 p.m.
 The event is presented by 
the city’s Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Memorial Planning Com-
mittee, and will include wel-
come remarks by City Coun-
cilor Del Pepper; a keynote 
address by Dr. Frank Smith, 
director of the African-Amer-
ican Civil War Museum in 

Washington, D.C.; and music 
by the Women’s Ecumenical 
Choir of the Washington Met-
ropolitan Area.
 For more information on 
the program, contact Cheryl 
Lawrence at cheryl.law-
rence@alexandriava.gov or 
703-746-5419.

- Chris Teale

 The Alexandria City 
School Board last week ap-
pointed members Ramee 
Gentry and Cindy Anderson 
as its new chairwoman and 
vice-chairwoman for the next 
year, respectively.
 Gentry replaces Karen 
Graf as chairwoman, while 
Anderson succeeds Chris 
Lewis as vice-chair. School 
boards in Virginia are re-
quired to hold leadership elec-
tions each year.
 “I am looking forward to 
continuing to work with my 
colleagues to bring much-
needed capacity to our schools, 
complete the redistricting 
process and ensure the ACPS 
2020 Strategic Plan goals that 
focus on high-performance of 

our school division are met,” 
Gentry said in a statement. 
“This is another opportunity 
to strengthen the collaboration 
and communication which has 
brought us success over the 
past few years.”
 Gentry is currently chair-
woman of the board’s redis-
tricting steering committee 
and has overseen the process 
for the past year, while Ander-
son is a member of the same 
committee. Both were elected 
to the School Board in No-
vember 2015 and were sworn 
in last January.
 “We continue to bring 
to fruition and build on the 
plans that the community 
and [Schools] Superintendent 
[Alvin Crawley] has worked 

on together with the school 
board,” said Anderson in a 
statement. “We want to make 
sure we continue to partner 
with the city council and com-
munity in ensuring every stu-
dent succeeds.”
 Graf said she is confident 
her successors in the board’s 
leadership positions will con-
tinue the body’s good work.
 “After four years it is a 
great time to pass the baton to 
new leadership,” she said in a 
statement. “We have weath-
ered many initiatives and 
transitions over the course of 
two boards and there is plenty 
of work I know that the next 
chair and vice chair will com-
plete with integrity.”

- Chris Teale

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

 Fontaine Caffe & Crêperie is your go to locally owned 
eatery located in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria.

119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151 ♥  www.FontaineCaffe.com

Relax and enjoy 
a delicious, cozy 
lunch, dinner or 
brunch and savor 
the season.

CORRECTION The article “ARHA prepares for next redevelopment projects” on January 5 stated 
that ARHA CEO Roy Priest retired at the end of 2016. He will actually retire in mid-2017. Because of an ed-
iting error, the article also incorrectly stated when the properties will apply for tax credits. Ramsey Homes 
will apply for tax credits in March, and Andrew Adkins will apply in 2018. The Times regrets the errors.
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
FINIALS 

These little giants add 
the finishing touch to 
your lamp and show 
attention to detail in 
your décor! Come in 
today and see what they 
can do for you! 

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2016 and March 2017. 

Ask about 

our 10% 

winter painting 

discount! 

 The Alexandria Police De-
partment, in conjunction with the 
FBI’s Washington Field Office 
and the Fairfax County, Blad-
ensburg and Prince George’s 
County police departments, is 
seeking the public’s help to find 
three armed robbers who have 
committed nine commercial rob-
beries in two months.
 At 11:24 p.m. on November 
16, officers from APD responded 
to reports of an armed robbery of 
a store at 800 Franklin St., then 
again on November 22 at 9:35 
p.m. at 3023 Duke St. On De-
cember 7 at 12:01 a.m., officers 
responded to 2002 Eisenhower 
Ave., and again on December 13 
at 10:01 p.m. to 30 S. Reynolds St.

 The two suspects are de-
scribed as black males. One is 
approximately 5-foot-7-inches 
tall with a slim build, and the 
other is approximately 6 feet tall 
with a slim build. During each 
of the robberies in Alexandria 
they allegedly wore masks and 
brandished a firearm while de-
manding cash and/or cigarettes 
from store employees. No inju-
ries were reported.
 A third suspect was seen 
during the Duke Street rob-
bery, described only as an 
unidentified black male. All 
three subjects wore masks to 
conceal their faces.
 The trio is also accused of 
committing armed robberies 

in Bladensburg, Fort Washing-
ton and College Park, Md., and 
on Huntington Avenue and 
Richmond Highway in nearby 
Fairfax County.
  The FBI is offering a re-
ward of up to $5,000 for infor-
mation that leads to the identi-
fication, arrest, and conviction 
of these criminals.
 APD spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal had no further informa-
tion on the status of the inves-
tigation as of press time.
  Alexandria police ask that 
anyone with information about 
these incidents or suspects call 
Detective Christine Deibes at 
703-746-6819.

- Chris Teale

Police, FBI investigating series of commercial robberies

The Alexandria Police Department and Sheriff’s Office collect-
ed 200 pounds of unwanted, expired and unused prescription 
drugs at Drug Take Back events last Saturday. Sheriff’s office 
spokeswoman Amy Bertsch said the medication, which filled 
nine garbage bags, will be disposed of with no questions asked. 
Events were held at The Neighborhood Pharmacy of Del Ray and 
the police headquarters on Wheeler Avenue, with officers and 
sheriff’s deputies on hand to collect the drugs.

DRUG TAKE BACK COLLECTS 200 POUNDS OF UNWANTED MEDICINE

Sheriff’s Deputy Valarie Wright (pictured) stands with some of 
the 200 pounds of unwanted medicine collected by the city’s 
police department and sheriff’s office.

POLICE BEAT

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police Department is not  
required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases. Source: raidsonline.com
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The following incidents occurred between January 4 and January 11.

 Police closed Duke 
Street in both directions 
during the Monday morn-
ing rush hour after a fire at 
a gas station earlier that day.
 Firefighters with the Al-
exandria Fire Department 
responded to the Shell gas 
station on the 4600 block of 
Duke St. at approximately 
8:30 a.m. on January 9. Pic-
tures show smoke pouring out 
of the station’s car repair bays, 

Gas station fire closes Duke Street early Monday

but it did not spread to any of 
the gas pumps.
 Fire department officials 

said in a statement that the 
fire was caused by a mal-
functioning furnace in a 
storage and utility room in 
the rear of the facility. No 
injuries were reported.
 As firefighters fought 
to control the blaze, officers 
with the Alexandria Police 
Department closed Duke 

Street to traffic in both directions. 
It reopened when the fire was out.

- Chris Teale
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Neighbors raise concerns 
about traffic, litter asso-
ciated with new eatery
BY CHRIS TEALE

 The city planning commis-
sion approved a new Taco Bell 
restaurant on Duke Street last 
week, over the objections of 
neighbors who said it will have 
a negative impact on traffic and 
other factors.
 Opponents focused on what 
they said would be increased 
congestion on North Gordon 
Street as a result of the eatery, 
which would have a drive-
through as well as indoor and 
outdoor seating.
 Nathan Randall, an urban 
planner in the city’s depart-
ment of planning and zoning, 
said the new eatery at 4213 
and 4141 Duke St. will oper-
ate indoor dining from 6 a.m. 
to midnight and outdoor din-
ing from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. 
In addition, the restaurant will 
include a drive-through, in op-
eration from 6 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
during the week and 6 a.m. to 
3 a.m. at the weekend.
 Originally, Randall said, 
the drive-through was intended 
to be in operation 24 hours, 
but the applicant curtailed the 
hours after hearing concerns 
from the community. Randall 
added that the applicant will 
add more trash cans and revise 
the times at which it can receive 
deliveries, while the outdoor 
dining hours were curtailed 
from an original plan of 10 p.m.

 But opponents who testi-
fied against the proposal said 
the eatery, which would contain 
44 indoor seats and 12 outdoor 
seats as well as a 15-space park-
ing lot, would cause tremendous 
negative impacts on traffic con-
gestion and pedestrian safety.
 Numerous members of the 
public pointed to North Gor-
don Street’s role as a residential 
street in the Strawberry Hill 
neighborhood, on which there 
are three small businesses. 
Under Taco Bell’s plan, driv-
ers exiting the drive-through 
are able to turn left onto North 
Gordon Street and then follow 
it back to Duke Street. Neigh-
bors said that plan would cause 
problems for drivers and non-
drivers alike.
 “We’re going to be living 
this nightmare,” said local resi-
dent Sarah McMahon. “We’re 
not going to feel safe walking 
our babies in strollers across 
the road, holding our children’s 
hands to go across the road. 
We’re going to be dodging cars 
like we’re playing Frogger. 
It’s not the right location for a 
drive-through.”
 “By putting a business that’s 
core business model is to siphon 
off traffic off a major intersec-
tion and then dump it off onto 
North Gordon Street, you’re 
putting myself and my family 
in danger while threatening the 
safety of my own community,” 
said resident Andrew Eiler.
 Commissioner Melissa Mc-

Mahon asked city staff to ex-
plore whether customers could 
be encouraged not to exit onto 
North Gordon Street by re-
moving a curb cut after the 
drive-through exit. 
 City development division 
chief Rob Kerns said the appli-
cant’s signage can be altered to 
encourage drivers not to use 

North Gordon Street, although 
there is no way to plan for hu-
man nature.
 Opponents also criticized 
what they felt were deficiencies 
in the traffic study for the proj-
ect, carried out by consultants 
Wells & Associates. Accord-
ing to a report prepared by city 
staff on the project, the consul-

tants found that the site would 
generate 50 percent fewer trips 
than its current use — an Enter-
prise rental car service. 
 Traffic was anticipated to 
grow by approximately 0.5 
percent per year and not have 
any adverse impacts, but local 

Planning commission approves Duke Street Taco Bell

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
The planning commission unanimously approved a new Taco Bell on Duke Street at its meeting last week. 
City council will examine the proposal at its public hearing January 28.

We’re going to be living this 
nightmare. We’re not going 

to feel safe walking our babies in 
strollers across the road, holding our 
children’s hands to go across the 
road. We’re going to be dodging cars 
like we’re playing Frogger. It’s not the 
right location for a drive-through.”

- Sarah McMahon, resident

SEE TACO BELL | 8
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three to be on the same page, 
so Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
said efforts to consolidate the 
properties are positive news.
 “One of the challenges for 
over a decade in Landmark rede-

velopment has been the complex 
ownership situation,” he said. 
“Anything that gets us closer to 
a place where we have a more 
simplified ownership structure 
there, ideally getting down to 
one owner or at least one entity 
controlling anything — it doesn’t 

necessarily need to be owner-
ship of everything — anything 
that simplifies the ownership 
structure there is a positive for 
future redevelopment.”
 The mall is now a far cry 
from its heyday. Opened in 
1965, it was the first mall in 

LANDMARK        FROM | 1

OPEN SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 1-4 P.M.

PARTNERS IN REAL ESTATE
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1703 Maple Hill Place • $950,000
• Private Enclave of Contemporary Homes • Unique 
Floor Plan • Three Finished Levels • Backs to Parkland 
• One-Level Living • 4000+ ft. on 3 Levels • Vaulted & 
2-Story Ceilings • Knockout Chef’s Kitchen w/Family/
Sitting Area • Large Formal Living & Dining Rooms • 
Main & Lower Level Laundries • Light/bright • Freshly 
Painted • 4 Bedrooms • 3.5 Baths • 2-Car Garage • 
Decking & Patio at Rear • Walkout from 2 Levels • 
Fenced Rear • Go! SEE PICS & FLOOR PLAN at 
PartnersInRealEstate.com. Directions: King St Rail 
station west on Route7 left on Janney’s Lane right on 
Francis Hammond Pky becomes Maple Hill to 1703.

1205 Belle Vista Drive • $1,175,000
• BETTER THAN NEW!!! • 4 minutes to Old Town 
• Total RENOVATION in Villamay • 5 BRs • 3 Luxury 
Baths • 3,300+ sq.ft. • Unique, Stacked Stone throughout 
• Hardwoods both levels • New Deck • Large Inground 
POOL • OPEN FLOOR PLAN • Chef’s Kitchen 
w/Wolf, Sub Zero, Bosch, NEW Casement windows 
• Privacy, backing to 18 acre PARK • Main Level 
Laundry hookup • New Landscaping/lighting • Irrigation 
System • Huge 640 sq.ft. 2-Car Garage! SEE PICS 
& FLOOR PLAN at PartnersInRealEstate.com. 
Directions: From Old Town, GW Parkway South,  
Right on Tulane & follow Partners’ Signs.

www.partnersinrealestate.com
Liscensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-472-7713 

www.partnersinrealestate.com
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the D.C. region to feature three 
department stores as anchors.
 The third anchor department 
store — most recently a Lord 
& Taylor — closed in 2009, the 
same year Howard Hughes took 
over ownership from General 
Growth Properties.
 Since then, the mall has de-
clined as more and more retail-
ers left and were not replaced. 
Now, there are around 20 retail-
ers including Sears and Macy’s, 
as well as other services like hair 
salons and massage parlors.
 All three floors are dotted 
with empty storefronts, includ-
ing the third level that once 
housed the food court, which is 
now closed to the public and ap-
pears more or less abandoned.
 On Monday afternoon, a 
number of stores had signs 
posted announcing liquidation 
sales with deep discounts, in-
cluding Macy’s. Meanwhile, 
Sears advertised its “semi-
annual blowout” sale, and 
showed no sign of closing.
 And for store owners, the 
future may be uncertain as the 
mall shuts up shop at the end 
of the month. Youssef Zaraket, 
owner of wig and beauty product 
store Beauty Mania, said he was 
notified at the end of Decem-
ber about the mall’s closure and 
asked to vacate by January 31. 
 After seven years at Land-
mark, Zaraket said he was un-
sure if the store would open a 
new location, but hopeful for 
the future of the site.
 “It’s a good plan, a mix of 
commercial and residential,” 
he said. “I’ll be interested to 
see how it turns out.”
 Macy’s announced last 
Wednesday it will close its 
department store at Landmark 
this year as part of a nation-

wide decision to shutter 68 
stores nationwide by mid-2017.
 A total of 119 employees 
work at the Macy’s at Land-
mark Mall. The firm said it 
saw a 2.7 percent decrease in 
national comparable sales — 
online and in-store — between 
November and December.
 Alexandria Economic De-
velopment Partnership president 
and CEO Stephanie Landrum 
said that a number of options had 
been explored between Howard 
Hughes, Macy’s and the city, in-
cluding a purchase of the depart-
ment store to make the owner-
ship situation less complex.
 “AEDP and the city consider 
ourselves partners with Howard 
Hughes, ever since they [ac-
quired] the property,” she said. 
“This whole time, we’ve been 
talking to them about ways 
that we can help speed up this 
project. We have talked about a 
variety of scenarios for months 
and months now, and certainly 
a scenario with them acquiring 
the property is one of the alter-
natives we talked about.”
 Still unclear is the future of 
Sears, which announced it is 
closing 150 stores nationwide to 
stem financial losses and sell-
ing its Craftsman product line. 
The Landmark store was not in-
cluded in the locations set to be 
shuttered, but Wilson said with 
Howard Hughes controlling 
much of the property on site, 
the redevelopment plan will be 
easier to implement.
 “We approved that [plan] 
and discussed it with Howard 
Hughes as incremental steps 
that once they got full site 
control, they would be able to 
achieve the full vision and there 
was nothing in there that was 
precluding that,” he said. “That 
was always the case, and from 
what I understand it’s going to 
be easier for them to do what 
they want to do, cheaper among 
other things and logistically to 
potentially have one or both of 
those other folks out of the way.”
 In a statement, Howard 
Hughes officials said they have 
not finalized a definitive time-
line for when the redevelop-
ment will get underway.

We approved 
that [plan] 

and discussed it with 
Howard Hughes as 
incremental steps that 
once they got full site 
control, they would be 
able to achieve the full 
vision.”
- Vice Mayor Justin Wilson
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everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
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by the criminal element.”
 Huchler said that often, 
criminals use fake accounts to 
connect with possible victims, 
usually posing as someone inter-
ested in buying a cell phone. He 
added that the apparent increase 
in robberies surrounding these 
kinds of transactions seems to be 
because it is seen as a straightfor-
ward moneymaking method.
 “I think it’s because there is 
a supply and demand,” Huchler 
said. “There’s a demand for cell 
phones, and it’s easy money 
once you obtain that phone to go 
ahead and sell it. I think that’s 
the reason why. I think some of 

our criminal element has fig-
ured out that this is an easy way 
to make some quick money.”
 For those looking to buy or 
sell goods on one of these ap-
plications, Huchler had two 
pieces of advice. First, he said 
that those looking to connect 
with other people through the 
app should do their research 
and verify someone’s identity, 
which can be done by commu-
nicating outside of the app.
 If the other side of the trans-
action is willing to give you 
their telephone number for fur-
ther communication, Huchler 
said, it is more likely they are 
who they say they are.
 Huchler’s second piece of 

advice was to ensure that any 
sales are made in an area that 
is both well lit and well popu-
lated.
 “Just like any business 
transaction, you would not do 
that business transaction with 
somebody you don’t know, 
somebody you have not veri-
fied, [or] you don’t know if 
they’re reputable,” he said. 
“There are simple steps you 
can take to ensure that, and 
that’s by contacting the person 
through a telephone, getting 
a telephone number and then 
creating a meet area. … One of 
the issues that we’ve seen is that 
these apps allow for a location-
based selling opportunity. As 

much as you may say, ‘Can we 
meet up at the mall?’ it does not 
appear that’s how these apps 
are working.”
 Huchler declined to com-
ment on specific actions Alex-
andria police are taking to com-
bat a crime that he described as 
difficult to patrol as officers 
generally struggle to “be at the 
right spot at the right time.” 
But he said that the police de-
partment is putting everything 
available to use.
 “We’ve put a number of as-
sets in that area both undercover 
and in uniform,” he said. “I do 
want the community to know 

There’s a 
demand for 

cell phones, and it’s 
easy money once 
you obtain that 
phone to go ahead 
and sell it. I think 
that’s the reason 
why. I think some 
of our criminal 
element has figured 
out that this is an 
easy way to make 
some quick money.”
- Acting Police Chief David Huchler

SEE CELL PHONES  | 8
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resident Tim Cavanaugh said 
the study was, “counting cars 
at intersections. There was no 
quantitative look at what the 
nature of the street is.”
 While those who testified 
emphasized that they primarily 

opposed the drive-through as-
pect of the Taco Bell proposal, 
in written testimony several 
people raised objections with 
the eatery itself. In an email to 
planning staff, resident Jennifer 
Johnson said the restaurant will 
attract “a clientele that we’d 
rather not have milling about.”

 “Taco Bell does not bring in 
an upscale, respectable crowd,” 
she wrote. “With the proposed 
super late night drive-through, 
this would encourage constant 
late night riff raff. Once bars 
and clubs close, the drunk and 
high patrons get food on their 
way home. This is not the cli-

TACO BELL        FROM | 5

 
  

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

entele, noise and disrespect 
we want in our backyard at all 
hours of the night. This tran-
sient clientele would also be the 
type to indiscriminately litter.”
 Commission chairwoman 
Mary Lyman and commissioner 
David Brown noted that it is not 
for the planning commission to 
decide on the type of businesses 
applying, but on the merits of 
applications that are brought 
forward. Lyman added that had 
the drive-through option not 
been so central to Taco Bell’s 

application and operations, she 
would have wanted it removed.
 Planning commissioners 
voted unanimously in favor of 
the project, 6-0. Commissioner 
Maria Wasowski was absent.
 Under the terms of the plan, 
the eatery’s special use permit 
would be subject to review 
twice, after six months and one 
year of operations, to ensure 
all terms have been adhered to. 
City council is slated to vote on 
the proposal at its January 28 
public hearing.
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that we’re doing everything we 
can. We have a lot of resources 
in that area, and our investigators 
are investigating each and every 
one of these cases and making 
progress in trying to identify 
criminals that are conducting 
this type of activity. They just 
need to know we’re paying very 
close attention to that community 
and investigating each and every 
one of these incidents.”
 Although these crimes can be 
difficult to prevent, Huchler said 
a designated zone where sales 
can be made, such as that set up 
by the Leesburg Police Depart-
ment, is likely not a solution.

 “That type of program came 
into existence when Craigslist 
was the primary source of peo-
ple doing selling and buying,” 
Huchler said. “For these types 
of crimes we’re seeing, that 
would not benefit or prevent 
these types of crimes. These 
are geo-based type apps that 
allow you to identify buyers or 
sellers that are in close proxim-
ity to you, so therefore I don’t 
think having an area that is des-
ignated as a place to do these 
types of transactions would 
have prevented these types of 
crimes, because I don’t think 
any of our victims would have 
said, ‘Let’s go meet up at this 
specific location to do that.’”

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

Neighbors objected to the project at 4213 and 4141 Duke St. on the 
grounds that it will negatively impact traffic congestion and pedes-
trian safety on nearby North Gordon Street.
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town,” said Kenneth Svendsen, 
CEO of Entertainment Cruises, 
in a statement. “The Wharf is 
the perfect launch point for us 
to build on more than 30 years 
of service and excellence and 
create unforgettable memories 
for even more residents and 
guests. We look forward to 
growing with the community 
for years to come.”
 Entertainment Cruises is 
the nation’s largest dining 
cruise company with a fleet of 
38 vessels, and it acquired the 
locally owned Potomac Riv-
erboat Company in May. PRC 
remains headquartered in Al-
exandria, and Willem Polak, 
who has operated PRC since 
1974, remains CEO. 
 The Potomac Riverboat 
Company currently operates 
water taxi routes to Nation-
al Harbor, Mount Vernon, 
Georgetown and the National 
Mall to and from Old Town, 
as well as sightseeing tours 
and dining cruises. Polak did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.
 City spokesman Craig Fi-
fer said in an email that En-
tertainment Cruises has not 
formally made a request to 
expand service to and from 
the waterfront, and that there 
are still some details to be 
ironed out.
 “While the city’s operating 
agreement with the company 
effectively prohibits commut-
er service, we are supportive 
of a robust network of tour-
ist and visitor connections to 
Alexandria,” Fifer said. “We 

look forward to evaluating 
any request for expansion 
once we receive it.”
 The proposed service is 
the first step in what appears 
to be an ambitious plan to 
expand water taxi service 
across the region, according 
to Monty Hoffman, CEO of 
P.N. Hoffman, lead developer 
of The Wharf.
 “We’re talking commuter 
routes. Maybe we’ll lobby 
for a stop at Reagan National 
Airport,” Hoffman told the 
Washington Business Journal. 
“I don’t know, it’s just in my 
nature to keep going.”
 The new water taxi route 
comes hot on the heels of con-
firmation by NVRC officials 
that Alexandria will not be 
used as a terminus point in the 
commission’s proposed com-
muter ferry service. A study 
found last year that a service 
could be feasible from the 
waterfront to D.C., Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling and the 
headquarters of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.
 But significant push back 
followed from city councilors, 
who raised concerns about 
the impact of traffic conges-
tion from riders driving to and 
from the waterfront during 
peak hours.
 City Councilor Del Pepper, 
who represents the city along-
side City Councilor Willie Bai-
ley on the NVRC, said at coun-
cil’s November 9 meeting that 
after receiving a $173,000 grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Maritime Ad-
ministration, the commission 
will undertake a “generic study” 

WATER TAXI      FROM | 9

Clearly they have heard us 
with regards to Alexandria 

not being the starting-point for the 
ferry. A starting-point for any transit 
service usually means a lot of cars 
get brought to that starting point, 
and clearly along our waterfront we 
do not have that capacity.”

- Mark Jinks, City manager Elevate Your Lifestyle
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to analyze other routes and will 
exclude Alexandria.
 Acting NVRC executive di-
rector Bob Lazaro confirmed 
the change in an interview last 
week.
 “The staff takes direction 
from the full commission, 
but I think that the commis-
sion has heard clearly from 
Alexandria their concerns,” 

Lazaro said. “The staff will 
be proposing this alternative 
analysis for routes that would 
not include Alexandria.”
 Instead, Lazaro said routes 
linking National Harbor, 
Woodbridge and Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling will be ex-
amined, and that while no site 
has been chosen, Alexandri-
ans need not worry.

 “Clearly they have heard us 
with regards to Alexandria not 
being the starting-point for the 
ferry,” said City Manager Mark 
Jinks at council’s November 
9 meeting. “A starting-point 
for any transit service usually 
means a lot of cars get brought 
to that starting point, and clear-
ly along our waterfront we do 
not have that capacity.”

Organization provides 
counseling, assistance 
to local entrepreneurs
BY CHRIS TEALE

 As the city’s small busi-
nesses have grown and so-
lidified their dominant role 
in Alexandria’s economy, the 
Small Business Development 
Center has helped every step 
of the way.
 When it comes to counsel-
ing, information and training 
on everything from how to 
start a small business, man-
age it and grow it, the SBDC 
has played a leading role.
 And last month, the center 
celebrated a significant mile-
stone of its own, as December 
17 marked the 20th anniver-
sary of its official opening.
 Executive director Bill 
Reagan got the ball rolling in 
1994, when he met with then-
city councilors Lois Walker 
and Bill Euille, and told them 
about a lack of resources 
available to help those look-
ing to start a small business. 
Once an employee at a mar-
keting corporation, Reagan 

was looking to begin inde-
pendent consultancy in the 
city, but did not know where 
to turn.
 Meanwhile, then-state 
Sen. Patsy Ticer was able to 
secure funds for Alexandria 
from the Virginia General 
Assembly under a program 
that looked to add SBDCs 
in communities not already 
served by one.
 With funding secured and 
enthusiastic city council ap-
proval, Reagan became the 
center’s first and so far only 
executive director in 1996. 
Initially, the center’s offices 
were based at George Wash-
ington University’s Graduate 
Education Center on Duke 
Street, then in 1999 moved 
into the same building as 
the Alexandria Chamber of 
Commerce.
 Now, the SBDC shares 
office space with the Alex-
andria Economic Develop-
ment Partnership and tourism 
authority Visit Alexandria 
among other entities on North 
Washington Street.

Small Business Development Center celebrates 
20th anniversary

SEE SBDC  | 12

 In an interview this week, 
Reagan said the center has 
filled an important need in 
the city since its early days. 
The nonprofit provides re-
sources on all manner of sub-
jects for small businesses, in-

cluding on human resources, 
social media among others.
 “I had met [Walker and 
Euille] and mentioned to 
them that I could not find any 
resources in the city of Al-
exandria that were helpful to 

small businesses, to answer 
questions and such,” he said. 
“When a person is starting a 
small business, there are a lot 
of hurdles to leap and ques-

COURTESY PHOTO 

City luminaries celebrate the official opening of the Small Business 
Development Center on December 17, 1996. The SBDC recently cel-
ebrated its 20th anniversary. Cutting the ribbon are (from left): then-
City Councilor Bill Euille; then-City Councilor Bill Cleveland; then-Vice 
Mayor Del Pepper; Small Business Administration associate admin-
istrator Jonnie Albertson; George Washington University Business 
School dean David Fowler; then-State Sen. Patsy Ticer; then-State 
Delegate Brian Moran; center executive director Bill Reagan; then-
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran; then-Mayor Kerry Donley; and then-president 
and CEO of the chamber of commerce Kathy Snyder.



....10 | JANUARY 12, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES....16 | OCTOBER 13, 2016 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Exploring Alexandria’s history

SSSAS literary magazine earns 
national recognition

 Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School sixth graders re-
cently saw some familiar plac-
es in Old Town in a new light 
with a field trip.
 The programs at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the Al-
exandria Archeology Museum 
were specifically designed to 
complement the students’ cur-
rent humanities unit: the study 
of stories and their origins. In 
class they have been talking 
about how stories and history 

are created, and have looked at 
the role of artifacts in forming 
those stories.
 At both Gadsby’s Tavern 
and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School literary 
magazine, “Fire and Stones,” 
recently received two national 
awards from the American 
Scholastic Press Association.
 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM Education Section

ACDS collaborates to get educational 
resources to girls in developing countries

 Alexandria Country Day 
School is collaborating with 
alumna Zoha Siddiqui to col-
lect books that will be donated 
and used to build four libraries 
in impoverished girls’ schools 
in Pakistan early next year.
 The book drive, which sup-
ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
 “Zoha has inspired our stu-
dents to step up and collect an 
enormous number of books,” 
said head of school Scott Bay-
tosh. “They are really excited 
about the work they are doing, 
feel it’s relevant and see the 
product of their effort.”
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SSSAS hosts bake sale to help local children
 Last month, classrooms were 
turned into bakeries for a great 
cause. St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
School held its 23rd annual fourth 
grade bake sale benefiting Chil-
dren’s National Health System.
 The bake sale took place 
inside classrooms, after fac-
ulty, staff, students and par-
ents purchased the baked 
treats and ingredients. 
Fourth graders organized the 
baking, advertised the sale 

around school, decided how 
to price the various items, 
made change and rolled 
coins. Then they made a list 
of toys they’d like to buy, 
and their teachers purchased 
them with the proceeds.
 The project concluded at a 
Lower School assembly led by 
the fourth grade, who spoke to 
other students about how their 
efforts will help patients in the 
hospital during the holidays.

 Fourth grade teacher Beth 
Barrow announced that the 
school raised $1,954 for the 
project, which allowed them 
to purchase many new toys 
to donate. All the gifts went 
into Dr. Bear’s Closet at Chil-
dren’s National Health System 
for patients and their siblings 
to enjoy. The fourth grade de-
livered the toys to the hospital 
and placed the gifts around the 
Christmas tree in the lobby. 

 Political analyst and former 
Republican National Commit-
tee chairman Michael Steele 
recently visited T.C. Williams 
High School to talk with stu-
dents about the 2016 presiden-
tial election.
 Students in Andrew Orzel’s 
AP U.S. government classes, 
along with students from Chris 
McGill’s AP comparative gov-
ernment class, ended 2016 on a 
high note when Steele came to 
speak to the group at the end of 
a unit on elections, political par-
ties and the media.
 Steele shared his insights 
on the recent presidential cam-
paign, the results and the im-
plications for the future and 
stressed the importance of ac-
tive participation in the electoral 
process, regardless of which 
party or positions one supports.
 He encouraged students to 
think about and explore the 
course of this election in order 
to help inform their under-
standing of and their role in 
future elections.
 “Take the time to step back 
from the partisan view of this 
election and really digest it 
for yourself and understand 
the ‘Why?’ of this election,” 
Steele said.
 Orzel said he reached out 
to Steele as a way to provide 
his students with a unique per-
spective on the election from 
the viewpoint of someone has 
played a major role in the politi-
cal process.
 “My students tend to be 
ideologically liberal,” Orzel 

said. “I thought it would be 
good for them to hear a con-
servative perspective. Michael 
Steele is someone who has held 
elected office, was the head 
of the Republican party and is 
now part of the media.
 “He brought together much 
of what we had been covering 
in our coursework. He is very 
candid and is willing to criti-
cize his own party and not toe 
the party line, which illustrates 
just how politically complex we 
are as ideological beings.”
 Students had an opportunity 
to engage in a question and an-
swer session, after which report-
ers for Theogony, T.C.’s student 
newspaper, interviewed Steele 
for an upcoming issue. They 
worked in collaboration with 
TV production students, who 
recorded the session.
 “Mr. Steele, through his 
work, has demonstrated a will-
ingness to talk with diverse 
audiences in nontraditional 
settings,” Orzel said. “We ap-
preciate his generosity with his 
time, which included time after 
the discussion where students 
stayed late to introduce them-
selves to Mr. Steele and express 
their appreciation of his visit.”
 A native of the D.C. area, 
Steele became the first black 
elected statewide official in 
Maryland when he was elected 
lieutenant governor in 2003 and 
became the chairman of the RNC 
in 2009. Steele is currently a po-
litical analyst for MSNBC and 
hosts a radio program, “Steele 
and Ungaron” on SiriusXM. 

Former RNC chairman visits 
T.C. Williams
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Exploring Alexandria’s history

SSSAS literary magazine earns 
national recognition

 Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School sixth graders re-
cently saw some familiar plac-
es in Old Town in a new light 
with a field trip.
 The programs at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the Al-
exandria Archeology Museum 
were specifically designed to 
complement the students’ cur-
rent humanities unit: the study 
of stories and their origins. In 
class they have been talking 
about how stories and history 

are created, and have looked at 
the role of artifacts in forming 
those stories.
 At both Gadsby’s Tavern 
and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.

 The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School literary 
magazine, “Fire and Stones,” 
recently received two national 
awards from the American 
Scholastic Press Association.
 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM Education Section

ACDS collaborates to get educational 
resources to girls in developing countries

 Alexandria Country Day 
School is collaborating with 
alumna Zoha Siddiqui to col-
lect books that will be donated 
and used to build four libraries 
in impoverished girls’ schools 
in Pakistan early next year.
 The book drive, which sup-
ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
 “Zoha has inspired our stu-
dents to step up and collect an 
enormous number of books,” 
said head of school Scott Bay-
tosh. “They are really excited 
about the work they are doing, 
feel it’s relevant and see the 
product of their effort.”
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Exploring Alexandria’s history

SSSAS literary magazine earns 
national recognition

 Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School sixth graders re-
cently saw some familiar plac-
es in Old Town in a new light 
with a field trip.
 The programs at Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the Al-
exandria Archeology Museum 
were specifically designed to 
complement the students’ cur-
rent humanities unit: the study 
of stories and their origins. In 
class they have been talking 
about how stories and history 

are created, and have looked at 
the role of artifacts in forming 
those stories.
 At both Gadsby’s Tavern 
and the archeology museum, 
students explored how arche-
ologists have used artifacts to 
reconstruct Alexandria’s his-
tory, and how they inform the 
changing and growing inter-
pretation of history at the muse-
ums. Burgundy’s annual giving 
fund helps support experiences 
like field trips.
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awards from the American 
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 The magazine was recog-
nized with a First Place award 
and an “Outstanding Cover” 
award for its Spring 2016 issue. 
“Fire and Stones” is a literary 
and art magazine that provides 
an outlet for upper school stu-
dents to express their creativ-
ity, humor and voice.
 There are two issues each 
year: winter and spring.
 “The students have worked 
really hard on the magazine 
over the past few years and 
we’re thrilled that their hard 
work is paying off,” said upper 
school art teacher and faculty 
advisor for the magazine Kate 
Elkins.

 The award-winning cover 
was designed by layout editor 
Malcolm Reynolds, now a se-
nior editor, and the cover pho-
tograph was taken by Kelly 
Nirenberg, who graduated in 
the spring. The senior editors 
for the Spring 2016 issue were 
then-seniors Sarah Lowe and 
John Repetti.
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in Pakistan early next year.
 The book drive, which sup-
ports Siddiqui’s organization 
HER Education, is linked to 
ACDS’ fourth graders’ ser-

vice learning theme: literacy. 
As a result, students are not 
only collecting books, but 
they also are learning how 
these books will impact the 
lives of young women in de-
veloping countries.
 Last year, ACDS fourth 
graders were able to collect 
more than 2,000 books to help 
Siddiqui create a fully func-

tional library for a student 
body of more than 1,000 at a 
girls’ school in Pakistan. This 
year, ACDS is looking to top 
that number with 3,000 books.
 So far, the school has collect-
ed more than 1,000 books. 
 “Lack of involvement from 
parents and siblings is the big-
gest reason that many girls 
in Pakistan either drop out 
of school or are not enrolled 
in school,” Siddiqui said in a 
statement. “If a young, unedu-
cated girl is told by her family 
that her role in society is lim-
ited to the walls of her home, 
she will live her life believing 
nothing else.”
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 The Bishop Ireton model 
UN team, under the direction of 
Mike Rauer, recently was named 
one of the 150 best model UN 
teams in North America by the 
Best Delegate Organization. 
Bishop Ireton is also listed as one 
of the 13 top teams from the Mid-
Atlantic region, which encom-
passes Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Virginia and D.C. 
 The honor was based on the 
2015-2016 model UN team’s 
success. 
 Those BI student delegates 
who helped to earn this dis-
tinction were participants in 
the team that won Best Small 
Delegation at the University of 
Virginia, George Mason Uni-
versity, the Virginia Governor 

School and the UNA-USA 
State Department conferences.
 The team included 2016 
graduates Jake Ferrara, Pierce 
Murphy, Kyle Guzik, Isabel 
Anderson, Nick Beane, Juli-
ana Mitchell and Charlie Ladd; 
seniors Maddy Ayalew, Jake 
Dodson, Ryan Henke, Conrad 
Lakso, Sam Paparo and Callan 
McCormick; juniors Rory Fe-
dorochko, Sean Gibbons, Brady 
Hoagland, Maddy McDade, Juli-
anne Miranda, Lydia Belayneh, 

Mavourneen Carr, Charlie John-
son, Peter Murphy and Reganne 
Milano; and sophomores Anne-
Marie Caballero and Libby York.
 The current year’s model 
UN team is continuing on 
last season’s success by hav-
ing a very successful outing 
at William & Mary’s model 
UN conference, again winning 
Best Small Delegation. And at 
the Delaware Model UN Con-
ference, five students were 
awarded first place gavels.

BI Model UN team 
named to top 150 
in country

 Commonwealth Academy 
student Adelia “Addie” Di 
Scipio recently signed a formal 
letter of intent to play women’s 
lacrosse at Roger Williams Uni-
versity in Bristol, R.I. next fall.
 Commonwealth Academy 
recently hosted a special sign-
ing day ceremony for Addie, 
her parents and classmates 
to honor her being awarded a 
merit scholarship to the NCAA 
Division III school and to high-
light her many achievements 
while at Commonwealth. She 
is scheduled to graduate in 
June 2017 with an advanced 
diploma and certificate in 
STEM-engineering.
 “Addie has been an exem-
plary student, excelling in both 
science and math,” said Com-
monwealth Academy athletic di-
rector Jeff Brown. “As an athlete, 
she is a leader by example, never 
slacking off. While her demean-
or is quiet, her heart, passion and 
competitive drive are what make 
her so good at lacrosse.”

 Addie thanked her parents, 
lacrosse coach Hank Donnelly 
and teachers at Commonwealth 
and expressed gratitude to Rog-
er Williams University for help-
ing her to achieve her dream of 
playing sports in college. She 
and her parents, Joseph and 
Peggy Di Scipio, are residents of 
Falls Church, Va.
 “The Roger Williams Uni-
versity athletic mission pro-
motes the values of responsibil-
ity, accountability, commitment, 
discipline and preparing for 
success in future endeavors,” 
Brown said. “It’s clear that Ad-
die will be a perfect match for 
Roger Williams. In turn, the 
university is lucky to be getting 
such a great student-athlete.”

Commonwealth Academy student 
awarded lacrosse scholarship

Open House
Saturday, January 28th 

9:00 a.m. to noon 
Our Savior Lutheran School

Pre-K (age 4 by September 30th)  
through 8th grade

• Extended day program available
• Small class sizes, diverse student body
• Fully accredited and licensed
• Affordable Christian education,  
   traditional skill building
• We start each day with The Pledge of   
   Allegiance and My Country ‘Tis of Thee

825 South Taylor Street,  
Arlington, VA 22204

(703) 892-4846 • www.osva.org

Recycled materials 
lead to big ideas for 
ACDS students
 Walk into Laura Steitz’s 
classroom during “create time” 
and you’ll encounter a flurry 
of second graders building 
items with recycled materials, 
such as a robot, a clubhouse for 
stuffed animals, a chessboard 
and a spaceship. Past projects 
include creating arcade games 
and musical instruments.
 Students are afforded  the 
space and time to think out-
side of the box, utilize design 
thinking and practice their 
flexible thinking skills. Be-
gining with an idea and a plan-
ning sheet, they map out how 
they will make their idea a real-
ity. They then begin to use re-
cycled materials to build, often 
discovering that what works on 
paper needs to be re-thought.
 “Over the course of this 
fall, I’ve seen a significant ex-
pansion in my students’ flex-
ible thinking skills in all areas 
as a result of the work they are 
doing during create time,”  
Steitz said. 

  Preparations are well un-
derway for the Upper School 
talent show at Immanuel 
Lutheran School, a tradition 
held each year at the end of 
National Lutheran Schools 
Week on January 27.
 This student-led event is 
one of the highlights of the 
winter months at ILS. Stu-
dent acts in past years have 
included Irish dancing, piano 
and violin performances, 
stand-up comedy routines, a 
student-written Star Wars skit 
performed in Latin, dramatic 
performances from Robin 
Hood, and more.

 Additionally, each year, fac-
ulty members direct a number 
of songs from popular musicals. 
This year, under the direction 
of fourth grade teacher Molly 
Leithart and vocal masterclass 
teacher Stephanie Lange, stu-
dents will be performing selec-
tions from “The Music Man.”
 “Ms. Lange and I are 
thrilled to be directing another 
drama piece together,” Lei-
thart said. “We are so pleased 
that so many students are par-
ticipating this year — 36. The 
sound and energy is strong, 
and The Music Man is such a 
fun show to perform.”

Immanuel students plan annual talent show
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Like Snowflakes On Their Tongue, 
Whole Dogz is THAT Good!

DOGS
FEEL  

AT HOME
HERE

 

❉ New Pup?  Early Socialization is important 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

CUSTOMERS 

LOVE US!

• All natural/organic 
doggie daycare, 
boarding, grooming 
and retail spot

           • All suite boarding
               • Healthy food,      

               treats &  
               supplements       
             to keep your    
            pups strong 

            • Lick N Ride Van   
       for pick up and    
     drop offs, and  
   food deliveries

www.anaandmelissa.com

                 Weichert Realtors 121 N. Pitt Street Alexandria, VA 22314

Mobile: 703-772-3526 | Office: 703-549-8700

The Power of Two... 
Working for You.

The Power of Two... 
Working for You.

tions that you have. I couldn’t 
find any resources for that. 
 “I knew that Arlington 
had a small business devel-
opment center at the time, so 

they started meeting with me 
to talk about if there could be 
a small business resource in 
the city of Alexandria.”
 In those 20 years, the center 
has been devoted to assisting 
small businesses. According 

to statistics provided by the 
SBDC, it has provided more 
than 5,000 people with infor-
mation about small business, 
and given personal counseling 
to more than 2,000 people.
 SBDC clients reported a 

SBDC                 FROM | 9 total of more than $160 mil-
lion in increased sales from the 
prior year, and 6,400 jobs either 
were created or saved thanks to 
the center’s help. The resources 
have helped support that busi-
ness growth, including impartial 
advice from a bevy of experts.
 “The SBDC has provided 
our company with access to re-
sources we, as a small business, 
would not otherwise have,” said 
Sheri Dougherty of manage-
ment consultants Dougherty & 
Associates in a statement. “We 
rely upon SBDC services to 
enhance our decision-making 
abilities, and provide impartial 
financial guidance — unbiased 
by sales motivations. We trust 
the integrity and expertise of 
the center to support us in po-
sitioning our company to grow, 
and creating the foundation 
from which we build our firm 
— strong and successful.”
 Reagan also pointed to a 
total of $71 million in busi-
ness loans secured by SBDC 
clients from local banks to 
help start their ventures. 
Business analyst Jack Parker 
helps entrepreneurs prepare 
to present their case to the 
loan officer and provide real-
istic financial projections.
 “Jack Parker has been a 
wonderful mentor to me over 
the years,” said Kerri Chase 
of day care center Bright Start 
Learning Center in a statement. 
“As my business has matured, 
I have had less need of the ser-
vices of the SBDC, but I am 
grateful that the SBDC is there 

when I need it. I have referred 
several entrepreneurs to the 
SBDC because the assistance 
and mentorship I received from 
those at the SBDC — Jack in 
particular — made my business 
possible 10 years ago.”
 And for businesses without 
much historical precedent, the 
SBDC has proven to be an in-
valuable resource. The soon-to-
be-opened Portner Brewhouse 
on the West End will be the city’s 
first brewpub serving Prohibi-
tion-era beer as well as food, and 
co-owner Margaret Portner said 
Reagan’s help has been invalu-
able in what has been a tricky 
permitting process with the city.
 “The city’s been really sup-
portive of everything, and Bill 
Reagan is fantastic,” she said. 
“He’s been so nice, and a re-
ally great cheerleader. The city 
itself has been really support-
ive in my opinion. Sometimes 
permitting does take a little bit 
longer, but I would say that’s 
definitely for us different from 
most people, because there’s no 
brewpubs in Alexandria. So a 
lot of the questions, there’s no 
previous precedent on how they 
would go about it.”
 Reagan said that as yet, 
there are no concrete plans 
for celebrating the anniversa-
ry, but that he and his board 
of directors are working on 
something to ensure the “big-
gest bang” in the city.
 (Disclosure: Reagan writes a 
monthly column for the Times, 
and the newspaper used the ser-
vices of Jack Parker in 2015.)

The Small Business Development Center, which celebrated its 20th 
anniversary last month, offers numerous resources to new and  
existing businesses in the city.
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Victoria at Home 
1125 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

703.836.1960  
www.victoriaathome.com

Thank You

STORE HOURS
 Tuesday —Saturday 10AM – 5PM

Closed Sundays and Mondays

Final Week 
20 - 75% off 

Winter Sale
through  January 21ST

to our Much Loved 
and Loyal Customers

HOMES
MAKING A SPLASH WITH INDOOR POOLS
While most of us won’t be installing an indoor-
size pool holding 15,000 to 20,000 gallons of 
water anytime soon, it could be fun to consider. 

14 ARTS 16 CALENDAR
TOO MANY TO LIST THEM ALL
From topical Inauguaral events to recurring ones 
such as the Senior Services of Alexandria talks, 
our city has no shortage of great offerings. 

17
ANOTHER GREAT REASON TO VISIT
The Torpedo Factory always makes it easy to ap-
preciate the arts. The new exhibit in the Scope 
Gallery  — “Feminine Forms: Beauty & Strength” 
— has visitors celebrating shapely ceramics.

PHOTO/FALCON POOLS LTD. SURREY, UNITED KINGDOM



HOMES ALEX ANDRIA TIMES  JANUARY 12, 2017  14

Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 10% off if the work 

is performed between December 2016 and March 2017.
703-684-7702

10%
Winter Painting 

Discount

This elegant 
indoor pool, 
created by a firm 
based in British 
Columbia, has 
a cool vibe with 
blue-hued tiles.

experience inside their homes,” 
she says. “Homeowners who 
build indoor pools are focused 
on health and well-being year-
round, and also use it for enter-
taining family and friends.”
 But homeowners who are 
diving into indoor swim-
ming pool construction need 
to have a plan before going 
financially underwater on a 

SEE POOLS  | 15

BY MARY G. PEPITONE
 Lap up a watery design this 
winter with an indoor swim-
ming pool.
 You don’t need to live in a 
warm winter climate to sit pool-
side. People are designing pools 
to create a resort-like atmo-
sphere inside their home, says 
Teri Wiltshire, spokesperson 
for Master Pools Guild Inc., in 
Richmond. “People are drawn 
to water and want to bring that 

Make a splash

PHOTO/ALKA POOL CONSTRUCTION B.C.

 The vision of the late 
Alexandria Judge George M. 
Giammittorio is evident in this 
stunning home at 2416 Ridge 
Road Drive. Built in 1950, this 
stately Colonial sited on 1.33 
acres realizes his dream of a 
grand home with the finest of 
European craftsmanship. Just 
two families have called this 
special property home — you 
can be the third.
 Upon entering the stunning, 
arched foyer, you can sense the 
potential for making special 
memories in this elegant and 
inviting residence. This home 
is stately yet warm, providing 
the perfect backdrop for both 
family living and entertain-
ing. Thoughtful details and the 

highest quality workmanship 
abound at the house.
 The heart of this elegant 
home is its generously sized 
kitchen with four ovens, ex-
pansive island, enormous Pal-
ladian window, breakfast room, 
and cozy fireplace. The kitchen 
overlooks the spectacular gar-
dens, creating a peaceful spot 
for dining and entertaining.
 The kitchen opens to the 
family room, also offering 
large windows and a fireplace, 
creating the perfect entertain-
ing space. Many dinner par-
ties took place in this very spot 
over the years — some as large 
as 24 people, including some 
notable VIPs. 
 The home’s grand staircase 

leads to the first upper level, 
which features the master suite 
and three additional private 
bedrooms and a bathroom. All 
bedrooms offer views of the 
home’s professionally land-
scaped grounds. Up another 
level is an open loft space, with 
one more bedroom and full 
bathroom, perfect for teenag-
ers and sleepovers.
 The home’s exquisite 
grounds offer a serene oasis 
in the heart of Alexandria. Its 
gardens are ideal for watching 
the many species of birds that 
have been spotted here, includ-
ing bald eagles. You can take 
in the sights and sounds of na-
ture from the home’s charming 
sunroom or screened porch.

At a Glance:
Location: 2416 Ridge Road Drive, 
Alexandria, VA 22302
Price: $2,095,000
Bedrooms: 6
Bathrooms: 4.5
Style: Colonial

HOME OF THE WEEK

PHOTOS/SHOOT AND SHOWCASE 
An open kitchen and family room concept home in Braddock Heights 
allows for easy and comfortable entertaining. The sunroom and office 
space have unique features throughout.

A stunning home, perfect for entertaining

Year built: 1950
Parking: Circular driveway 
Contact: Sue Goodhart, 
Allison (Goodhart) DuShuttle,  
McEnearney Associates, 703-362-3221, 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com or  
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
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stylish swimscape, says Mark 
Reed, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Memphis 
Pool in Tennessee.
 “An indoor pool is a way to 
prolong a six-month swim sea-
son, when compared to the back-
yard variety,” he says. “Home-
owners can expect to pay up to 
30 percent more for an indoor 
pool, as opposed to the same 
construction in the backyard.”
 But swimming laps in lux-
ury isn’t as easy as filling a 
hole in the ground. Reed says 
the average indoor-size pool 
is between 15,000 and 20,000 
gallons and is typically built 
on-grade. In a stroke of inge-
nuity, indoor pools built in a 
solarium-style space can fea-
ture panels on the roof that can 
be opened and closed for an 
indoor-outdoor feel.
 The poolroom can be a sun-
ny segue from the inside of the 
house to scenic views outside. 
Usually attached to the back or 
side of a home, the poolroom 
can be the centerpiece of an 
in-home spa experience, of-
ten surrounded by a hot tub or 
gym equipment. 

Great Variety Of Quartz Colors

We carry Crystal, Aristocraft & TSG cabinetry.

Liscenced & Insured       30 Years Experience! w     ww.gereli.com

Custom Design
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Counter Tops
• Fireplace
• Custom Floors

• Vanity Tops
• Tile
• Residential & 
  Commercial

 Free Sink 

8241-I Backlick Road • Lorton, Virginia 22079 • 703.339.0300 • Fax 703.339.0400

Free
Estimates

 Before breaking ground 
on a watery respite, the site 
needs to be prepared and grad-
ed so water flows away from 
a home’s foundation. Water 
also travels the path of least 
resistance, so it’s important to 
make sure it doesn’t seep into 
the house by having an equip-
ment pan in the pump room, in 
the event the filtration system 
springs a leak.
 “You need to have a plan for 
water drainage, because you 
don’t want the water splashed 
from the pool to end up inside 
your home,” Reed says. “There 
also has to be a plan for the 
ventilation and dehumidifica-
tion of the house with an in-
door pool, so the evaporated 
water doesn’t condense on 
walls and ceilings.”
 More people are swimming 
in style with splashy features 
built around their indoor pools. 
“Homeowners are educated 
about options they want,” Reed 
says. “Each pool we build is 
unique and built around the 
personality of the homeowner 
and design of the house.”
 The size and shape of an 
indoor pool depends on how 
it will be used. A classic geo-

POOLS                FROM | 14

PHOTO/FALCON POOLS LTD. SURREY, UNITED KINGDOM
This poolroom serves as a sunny segue from 
the inside of the house to scenic views out-
side. A place to swim laps, this poolroom also 
exemplifies the lap of luxury in Great Britain.

metric shape is perfect for a 
lap pool, while a naturalistic, 
curving shape can be more 
conducive for recreation with a 
waterslide and diving boards.
 Reed says the inside and 
bottom of many indoor pools 
are tinted to give the illusion 
of blue hues. Finishes inside 
the pool using aggregate, such 
as colored pebbles, are as 
beautiful underwater as they 
are underfoot. Also, the in-
door pool can be an illuminat-
ing project, with underwater 
light-emitting diodes (LEDs) 
that cast cool lights in color.
 But just as important as 
how an indoor pool looks 

is how it smells. “We’ve all 
been to the hotel that greets 
you with the chlorine smell of 
their indoor pool,” Reed says. 
“You don’t want that smell 
permeating your home.”
 Reed says one of the most 
effective water sanitizers for a 
pool is an ultraviolet (UV) and 
ozone water treatment system. 
“This system reduces the need 
for chemicals, and there’s little 
off-gassing of chloramines, 
which leads to that strong chlo-
rine smell in the air.”
 Swimming and safety 
must go together like a foot 
and flipper in an indoor pool. 
“It’s really important to go 

over water safety rules at your 
pool and have layers of safety 
precautions in place,” Reed 
says. “Since you can’t put a 
fence around an indoor pool, 
local building codes have 
guidelines, which often in-
clude having an alarm on the 
door to the poolroom.” 
 Extra amenities surround-
ing an indoor pool, such as 
a sauna, workout equipment 
and lounge chairs, give fami-
lies more opportunities to en-
joy the poolroom. “Our team 
isn’t just building a pool,” 
Reed said. “We want to create 
a relaxing oasis that families 
can dive into.”
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A celebration of female form

Clockwise from top, sculptural 
spirited trio “Three Sisters: 
Corn, Beans, Squash” depict-
ing the idea of thriving with 
a cooperative approach by 
Christine Morenhout-Hubloue 
of McLean.  Crystalline-glazed, 
fluted edge snowy vase by Lor-
raine Colson of Alexandria. 
Raku-fired torso venus vase 
by Marsha Lederman of Ar-
lington. Black and white raku 
vase by Klaudia Levin of SIlver 
Spring, Md.

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.

© 2016 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved. Each Fitness
Together® studio is independently owned and operated.

Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106
Alexandria, VA 22314
fitnesstogether.com/alexandria/jumpstart

703.683.0777
Get Started Today!

FIT TODAY...
FOR A BETTER TOMORROW.

3 sessions for $99
Limited Time Offer

New exhibit shows 
stunning side of ceramics
BY JENNIFER POWELL

 Throughout my 25 years 
in Alexandria, the Torpedo 
Factory has been a constant 
for inspiration and creativity. 
When in need of some reju-
venation, a stroll through the 
floors full of friendly artists at 
work in open studios feels like 
a much-needed treat. This is 
the go-to spot for impressing 
visitors as well as great way 
of keeping children occupied 
with a fun art scavenger hunt.
 As I took a recent trip to the 
Torpedo Factory for personal 
enjoyment, I noticed that the arts 
center feels much like it did 25 
years ago. The diverse art pro-
duced there is exceptional and 
resident artists continue to cre-
ate in their studios while wel-
coming passersby with a readi-
ness to talk art and process.

 On this day, the Scope Gal-
lery was my destination. Found 
on the first floor, Scope is a co-
operative gallery focusing on 
clay creations since 1974. More 
than 30 Washington-area art-
ists exhibit at Scope, and each 
personalizes their art form and 
technique, whether through 
crystalline glazing, salt, raku 
and wood-fired vessels or pit 
and horsehair pottery.
 The gallery described 
its latest exhibit, “Feminine 
Forms: Beauty and Strength” 
as “a take on sisterhood that 
shows both polish and rugged 
abstracts with a solid founda-
tion in ceramic artistry.
 “Channeling an inner Earth 
mama, potters celebrate the 
fairer sex in artistry. Whether it 
be womanly curves or a Venus 
figure that echoes Eve, artists 
elevate females, exploring the 
wonder of women.”

 Upon entering we were 
greeted by the lovely sculpt-
ed figure “Grace.” Standing 
atop a pedestal at eye level, 
the sculpture is about two 
feet tall, but it is her beauti-
ful gown that catches the eye. 
Wrapped layers of clay are 
edged with unique spots of 
hardened and glazed bits that 
give the piece an aesthetic that 
is both curious and unique.
 Here  Christine Morenhout- 
Hubloue, who made “Grace,” 
was manning the gallery and 
answering questions. Her oth-
er work ranged from a group 
of three “divine sisters” wear-
ing sculptural dresses, fun 
expressions and shell hats to 
a gorgeous stonewear candle 
holder of three linked angels.
 The angels’ gowns employ 
a treatment unique to Mor-
enhout-Hubloue. She utilizes 
scraps of antique lace fabric to 
roll into the soft clay, creating 
beautifully intricate and ornate 
patterns that she then accentu-
ates with a standout color.
 As incredible as Moren-
hout-Hubloue’s own work is, 
she was equally invested in 
introducing us to other exhib-
itors’ work as well, highlight-
ing their unique processes, 
specialties or finish.
 For an incredible lesson in 
what makes ceramic art great, 
stop in one day this month be-
fore they’re gone.

 
The “Feminine Forms: 
Beauty and Strength”  

Kiln Club show at Scope 
Gallery runs through Janu-
ary 29. Hours are Monday 

through Sunday from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., with Thursdays 
open until 9 p.m. The gal-

lery is located at 105 North 
Union Street, ground floor 
Studio 19, Alexandria. For 
more information, contact 
Scope Gallery at 703-548-

6288 or visit torpedofac-
tory.org/galleries/scope.

COURTESY PHOTOS



January 12
A STOMACH FULL OF HISTORY 
Helen Zoe Veit, associate profes-
sor of history at Michigan State 
University focusing on the history 
of food, discusses how the Civil 
War transformed eating and cook-
ing in the South, as the popula-
tion searched with growing des-
peration for ways to approximate 
favorite foods with substitute in-
gredients and to ward off hunger.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/lyceum

January 18
SALOON CONCERT SERIES: 
EARTH Gourmet Symphony pres-
ents a culinary-inspired musical ex-
perience featuring performances by 
musicians from the Grammy-nomi-
nated Inscape Chamber Orchestra 
and soprano Jaely Chamberlain. 
Savor dishes and drinks inspired by 
cuisine from throughout the country 
while musicians from Inscape 
Chamber Orchestra perform classi-
cal renditions of folk tunes, hymns, 
and familiar melodies. Tickets cost 
$49 per person for general admis-
sion, or $60 per person for VIPs.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Columbia Firehouse, 
109 S. St. Asaph St.
Information: www.gourmetsym-
phony.org

EMANCIPATION, COLONIZA-
TION AND U.S. CIVIL WAR 
George Mason professor Phillip 
Magness will provide a contextual 
history of the abolition of slavery in 
the United States, focusing upon 
Abraham Lincoln’s route to the 
Emancipation Proclamation and the 
complex political challenges that 
accompanied it.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

Jan. 19 through 22
INAUGURATION WEEKEND AT 
MOUNT VERNON Join George 

Washington at his Mount Ver-
non estate during Inauguration 
weekend as they honor the nation’s 
first president. Guests can go on 
a presidential-themed scavenger 
hunt across the estate, view a 
tableau of Washington’s inaugu-
ration and see commemorative 
copper buttons from Washington’s 
inauguration on display.
Time: Daily, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000

January 20 through 22
INAUGURATION WEEKEND 
OPEN HOUSE In honor of the 
presidential inauguration, visit the 
Alexandria tavern where politics 
was a top topic of conversation for 
free tours of the museum.
Time: January 20 and 21 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., January 22 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern,  
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

January 21
CIVIL WAR SOUL SISTERS 
— CIVIL WAR ERA AFRICAN-
AMERICAN WOMEN WHO 
PUBLISHED Join Lavonda Broad-
nax, a digital project coordinator 
with the Library of Congress, as she 
speaks on the accomplishments 
of fascinating African-American 
women who were published during 
an era when it was illegal for the 
vast majority of African-Americans 
to learn to read or write.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Burke Branch Library, 
4701 Seminary Road
Information: 703-746-1704

PREPARING AND DISPENSING 
CIVIL WAR PRESCRIPTIONS 
Dr. Hasegawa, director emeritus of 
the Society of Civil War Surgeons, 
will describe how pharmacists of 
the Civil War era interpreted, com-
pounded and dispensed prescrip-
tions. The presentation will include 
a display of antique apothecary 
implements and a demonstration 
of how powder papers and pills 
were prepared.
Time: 2 p.m.
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Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1702

January 22
WINTER WARMER LADIES TEA 
Choose from a variety of 18th-
century desserts while sipping John 
Gadsby’s special blend of tea or 
take a cup of American Heritage 
Chocolate. Historic guests Martha 
Washington & Dolley Madison will 
catch you up on the latest Alexan-
dria news during the tea. Seatings 
are at 3 and 3:15 p.m., with free 
tours available at 2:15 or 2:45 p.m.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. 
Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

January 24
HOMESCHOOL PROGRAM: 
FIREFIGHTING TECHNOLOGY 
Explore STEM through historic fire-
fighting technology. Students will 
see how technology has evolved 
and test the scientific concepts 
behind how the historic equipment 
worked. Tickets are $8 per child, 
adults free. Pre-registration is 
required.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m. or 1 to  
2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse, 
107 S. Alfred St.
Information: www.historicalexan-
dria.org

January 25
SENIOR SERVICES SPEAKER 
SERIES Explore the importance of 
technology and how it can enhance 
seniors’ lives in so many ways. Pre-
senters from AARP, Virginia Hospital 
Center, Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College and the Beatley Central 
Library discuss topics including how 
technology can keep you safe in 
your home; what technology classes 
are available to seniors; what the li-
brary offers in the way of technology 
including tips and tricks on how to 
use your devices more effectively.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Beatley Central Library, 
5005 Duke St.
Information: www.seniorservice-
salex.org or 703-836-4414 ext110

January 26
CIVIL WAR WINE DINNER Start 
your evening in the museum for 
the first course and conversation 
with Gray Ghost Vineyards, whose 
wines are created on lands “Gray 
Ghost” Confederate John S. Mosby 
and his men operated on during 
the Civil War. Then head down to 
the restaurant’s main dining room 
to experience more wine and great 
food inspired by the 19th century. 
Registration required. Admission 
costs $125 per person.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

Anything Goes                                                              1/14 - 2/4

All aboard Cole Porter’s S.S. American! 
Winner of three Tony Awards, including 
Best Revival of a Musical, Anything 
Goes takes sail between New York 
and England with a colorful group of 
passengers aboard the well-appointed 
cruise liner. 

Coming soon

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early 
at our box office 
or online!
Check out our 
theater classes 
for kids.

~ Best. Ears. Ever. ~
Among the many wonderful, waiting pets 

at the Shelter, Karma is a sweet girl, 
will be about 45 lbs when fully grown.

She loves long walks and other types 
of exercise. Would you like a new friend 

for the new Year?

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
703-746-4774

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com
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Our View
West End readies for a 
Landmark redevelopment
 A fresh calendar year is accompanied by a sense of “out 
with the old, in with the new.” We put our holiday decora-
tions back into storage and resolve to sleep more, drink less, 
exercise more, stress less and so on in the New Year. Some-
times changes are short-lived and sometimes they endure 
and actually improve our lives.
 The start of 2017 has brought announcements of eco-
nomic change in Alexandria that in the short term will be 
disruptive but enhance our city in the long run. First came 
notice that Macy’s is closing its store at Landmark Mall as 
part of a nationwide paring back of more than 100 locations.
 Then the Howard Hughes Corporation, which owns 
Landmark Mall, said it had purchased the Macy’s piece of 
the property, clearing a major hurdle to redevelopment of 
the site. The 20 or so smaller retailers and service providers 
still open in Landmark also received notice to vacate their 
stores by January 31.
 As is often the case, after years of waiting and delays 
on redevelopment of the Landmark property, everything 
seems to be happening in a flurry. 
 First, the disruptions need to be noted, because they are 
real. Probably around 200 people will lose their jobs as a 
result of the store closings: 119 Macy’s employees and doz-
ens more as the other Landmark businesses shut down. And 
people who live near Landmark and shop at the establish-
ments there will have to go elsewhere. The closing of the 
rest of the mall leaves the Sears store — one of the site’s 
long-term anchors — in limbo.
 That said, movement on Landmark redevelopment is 
good news for Alexandria. The mall was sorely outdated 
and for years has seen a decline in the number of open 
stores and regular patrons.
 Redevelopment of this prime West End location has been 
high on the city’s wish list since before the Times printed its 
first issue 12 years ago. In recent years, it appeared action 
was tantalizingly close, as twice the city green-lighted re-
vamp proposals. But a slow economy and logistical hurdles 
continued to delay action.
 Now, along with a new year, Alexandria is gifted with 
the real possibility that a well-done reworking of the Land-
mark site will serve as an economic catalyst for the city’s 
West End. A vibrant mixed-use community can have a rip-
ple effect on a much larger surrounding area: think Ballston 
and Clarendon in Arlington County.
 Redevelopment of Landmark will provide construc-
tion jobs and then permanent employment in the retail and 
service establishments once the project is completed. Tax 
revenues also should increase significantly once the new 
concept is built.
 In fact, the only thing tempering our enthusiasm from 
cartwheels to a more measured “thumbs up” is that we have 
gotten close to the altar before with redevelopment of the 
mall, only to come away jilted.
 Here’s hoping we see shovels in the ground at Landmark 
in 2017.

To the editor:
 While we can certainly 
understand the frustration of 
streetlight outages, we would 
like to clarify some of Mr. 
Monson’s assertions in his 
January 5 letter to the edi-
tor (“Your View: Dominion 
has neglected its duty on Fort 
Williams Parkway”).
 Dominion Virginia Power 
does care about its custom-
ers. We show that we care 
through our actions and re-
sponsiveness to our custom-
ers’ needs. In Mr. Monson’s 
case, we provided him and 
his wife a detailed update on 
the project on December 2, 
the same day we received a 
letter from him.
 The fact is we actually 
had already begun repairs 

in November. Unfortunate-
ly, due to the nature of the 
problem, not all the lights 
could be repaired. As was 
pointed out in Mr. Monson’s 
letter, a third-party contrac-
tor dug into our underground 
cables that supply power to 
the streetlights. This result-
ed in about 20 lights being 
out. Damaged underground 
cables can be very difficult 
to locate.
 Sometimes, the damage 
is in multiple locations and 
undetectable until it causes 
an outage. This can lead to 
extensive cable replacement, 
which typically takes 45 days 
or longer to complete. That 
was the case in this instance.
 We worked with Alexan-
dria officials to obtain the re-

quired permits. We have kept 
the city updated on the status 
of this project.
 As of January 9, only four 
streetlights remain out. Our 
crews will continue to work 
until the job is done. We re-
gret that some of our Fort 
Williams Parkway customers 
have been adversely impact-
ed by this situation.
 Yet it’s important to un-
derscore that Dominion Vir-
ginia Power personnel have 
been responsive and pro-
active and have conducted 
themselves in a professional 
manner in addressing this 
outage.

- Jerri Northedge
Outdoor lighting  

program manager,  
Dominion Virginia Power

Your Views

Dominion is responsive to 
customer needs

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson
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Alexandria in Action | By John PorterMy View | By Denise Dunbar

A hear tfelt thanks
 I have always found long 
car rides to be great fodder 
for reflection. 
 We passed countless 
signs saying “See Rock 
City” and “South of the 
Border” during childhood 
travels to and from my 
grandparents’ homes in 
Georgia and southern In-
diana. The billboards provided familiarity, a 
way of measuring our progress and material 
for contests of sign counting.
 While traveling through rural North Car-
olina en route to a family wedding late last 
month, another simple sign caught my eye. It 
said, “Self Storage.” The literal meaning was 
obvious enough, but the sign made me ponder 
the concept of storing parts of oneself away.
 To a certain extent, learning self-storage 
is organic to growing up. As Bono sang in 
“Trash, Trampoline and the Party Girl,” 
“When I was three I thought the world re-
volved around me / I was wrong.” We learn 
at an early age to temper the more extreme 
elements of our personalities in order to be 
socially accepted.
 As adults, we use compartmentalization 
as a form of self storage. At times, it can be 
useful to “think about this tomorrow” a la 
Scarlett O’Hara in “Gone with the Wind.” 
But when we compartmentalize things we 
really need to deal with, that compartment 
can become a weight that prevents forward 
movement. It can harm our relationships and 
our happiness.
 Sometimes we mothball a facet of our-
selves out of expediency. A mother with small 
children or someone who has just taken a de-
manding new job may have no choice but to 
temporarily put aside time for art, music or 
sports. And then 10 years pass and that per-
son may feel like a significant part of their 
soul has withered.
 Like many people, I have been saddened 
by the recent death of actress and author 
Carrie Fisher. On one level, her story is a cau-
tionary tale, as drug abuse may have short-
ened her life. But I mainly find her an inspira-
tional figure. She acknowledged her demons, 

A wish for 2017: 
Let’s reveal what 
we have veiled  During my life, I’ve had the 

distinct pleasure of working with 
many exceptional individuals. I 
think back fondly to the many 
caring and dedicated teachers, 
administrators and support staff 
during my days in education.
 Now in my second life with 
ACT for Alexandria, I continue to 
be amazed at the number of tire-
less and committed individuals 
who devote their lives and careers 
to helping others in our commu-
nity. From those providing educa-
tion, food and shelter services to 
addressing quality of life issues 
for seniors and animals, we have 
much of which to be proud and so 
many deserving of thanks.
 Not working for fame or 
fortune, these individuals de-
vote their lives to the service 
of others, epitomizing W.H. 
Auden’s quote, “We are all here 
on earth to help others; what on 
earth the others are here for I 
don’t know.”
 I am brought to this moment 
as ACT for Alexandria acknowl-
edges Brandi Yee’s 10 years of 
service with enormous grati-
tude and appreciation. Currently 
serving as chief program officer, 
her labor over the years has be-
come the foundation for ACT’s 
important work in the communi-
ty. She has been both the brains 
and the brawn behind such ini-
tiatives as Spring2ACTion, the 
annual IMPACT Forum and 
ACT’s capacity grants program.
 Through her work with 
Spring2ACTion, online giving 
through this event has grown 
from $104,156 in 2011 to $1.3 
million in 2016 — quite a rate 
of return. This single day is so 
valuable in helping to support 
the important work of over 150 
local nonprofits.
 Her current efforts to convene 
around the issue of early child 
care and education promises to 
have a lasting impact in our com-
munity for years to come. We are 

fortunate to have Brandi at ACT 
and in our community, working 
each day on behalf of others.
 ACT board chairwoman 
Lauren Stack summed it up suc-
cinctly: “Brandi’s calm leader-
ship has brought people, organi-
zations and our city government 
together to leverage resources 
for the greatest impact in our 
community. … I can 
only say ‘Thank you 
Brandi,’ for all you do 
and have done for our 
wonderful city.”
 Brandi, like many 
others, shies away 
from the limelight. But 
I asked my colleagues 
in the nonprofit com-
munity for names of others who 
are also worthy of acknowledge-
ment and while the following is 
certainly not an exhaustive list, I 
invite you to join in applauding 
the work of:
 Kathy Seifert, vice president 
of development at the Alexan-
dria Seaport Foundation. She 
recently celebrated her 10th year 
with ASF. A longtime Old Town 
resident and veteran sailor, 
Kathy has been a stalwart, work-
ing to assure her foundation’s 
programs are sustained through 
private donations and grants.
 Rosie Borders — another 10-
year veteran — of Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria serves as 
transportation supervisor, han-
dling reservations for the DOT 
Paratransit Program, which pro-
vides low-cost, taxi-based trans-
portation to more than 1,600 dis-
abled individuals every year.
 Abbie Hubbard started at 
the Animal Welfare League of 
Alexandria a decade ago as a 
part-time adoption counselor 
and now serves as deputy di-
rector. Her work has resulted 
in a 400-percent increase in the 
number of dogs and 140-percent 
increase in the number of cats 
transferred to the animal shelter.

 Tarsha Rice is the child devel-
opment specialist for The Cam-
pagna Center’s family child care 
partnership program. Tammy 
Mann, president and CEO of the 
center, said Rice “is a relentless 
advocate, who is deeply com-
mitted and passionate about her 
work with children and families.” 
Her 13 years of service have been 

marked by her work to 
guarantee children and 
families are protected, 
happy and well served.
   Teresa Starr, who 
has covered weekends, 
evenings and holidays 
at Carpenter’s Shelter 
for 13 years, was lauded 
by executive director 

Shannon Steene for her dedica-
tion and being “a great ambas-
sador for our work.”
 Ann Caulkins of Stop Child 
Abuse Now has served in a va-
riety of positions during the past 
16 years, from CASA advocate 
assistant to case supervisor. She 
is a lifelong advocate for chil-
dren who has provided a tempo-
rary, loving home for more than 
60 foster children.
 Carrie Diggins, whose work 
at ALIVE! began 25 years 
ago, currently serves as lead 
teacher for life at the organiza-
tion’s child development cen-
ter. Carrie’s work in preparing 
children for kindergarten is 
unsurpassed, according to ex-
ecutive director Diane Charles. 
“Anyone who enters Carrie’s 
classroom knows that much 
purposeful, fun-filled activity 
is taking place,” she said.
 Please take a moment and 
join me in thanking these, and 
the many other exceptional indi-
viduals in our nonprofit commu-
nity, who every day give their 
time, energy and expertise to 
help others. Thanks so much!

The writer is president and 
CEO of ACT for Alexandria.

John Porter

Denise Dunbar

SEE WISH  | 20
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A key Potomac River slave trading port
rom its earliest days of 
colonization, America 
depended on the toil of 

European indentured servants 
and African slaves to per-
form manual labor. With little 
thought to the inhumane nature 
of the practice, colonists justi-
fied it as necessary to build 
towns and cities all along the 
East Coast, and to develop and 
maintain the farms and plan-
tations needed to sustain the 
population and economy.
 Initially, slavery was not only 
legal but was encour-
aged throughout the 
colonies. After the 
American Revolu-
tion, President George 
Washington believed 
that the abundant 
natural resources of 
the fledgling United 
States would become 
the “bread basket” 
of the world, feed-
ing the populations 
of far-away countries 
through agricultural enterprise 
and ever-expanding trade routes.
 Alexandria was a signifi-
cant participant in this eco-
nomic model, and developed 
an efficient system of trade be-
tween England, Africa and the 
Caribbean, moving artisan, ag-
ricultural and human cargos in 
a circular route between these 
places. In fact, the site for the 
town of Alexandria was de-
termined in 1749 to be located 
near Hugh West’s 1732 tobacco 
inspection station, once at the 
foot of Oronoco Street, which 
weighed and affirmed the qual-
ity of Virginia tobacco before it 
was shipped to England.  
 Once that commodity made 
its way across the Atlantic, 
ships were reloaded with goods 

Weekly Poll
Last Week 
What do you think should be the city’s top priority for 2017?

This Week 
Will work on Landmark Mall 
begin in 2017?21% Schools spending. 20%Sewer upgrades. 20% Affordable housing. 

16% Promoting business. 17% Tax relief. 6% Other. 144 Votes
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and supplies largely unavail-
able in America, and the ves-
sels moved on to Africa, where 
human chattel were forced on-
board, housed below decks for 
the long voyage back to Alexan-
dria in intolerable conditions. 
 A variation of this trade 
route included Caribbean is-
lands where harvested sugar 
cane would be loaded to be 
processed as sugar and liquor 
back in Alexandria by slaves 
who had arrived earlier. The 
cycle repeated monthly, with 

thousands of enslaved Africans 
coming to Alexandria and then 
being dispersed for forced labor 
throughout Virginia.
 In the 18th century, the sale 
of slaves arriving in Alexandria 
was spontaneous. Slave traders 
would hold previously unan-
nounced auctions on street cor-
ners of the city, or in the mar-
ketplace near City Hall, but by 
the early 1800s circumstances 
changed that resulted in the sale 
of slaves becoming one of Al-
exandria’s major industries. In 
1808, due to the growing resis-
tance to slavery from industrial-
izing Northern states, Congress 
passed legislation that forbid the 
importation of African slaves 
into the United States. 
 At the same time, decades of 

tobacco production finally ex-
hausted Virginia lands and inven-
tion of the Cotton Gin caused a 
massive demand for labor in the 
Deep South. Thus, the movement 
of slaves by the thousands began 
between the ports of Alexandria, 
then part of the District of Co-
lumbia, and New Orleans. Slaves 
were moved southward by ships, 
wagons and even by walking 
through the dreaded Natchez 
Trace, an old Native American 
forest trail that extended over 
400 miles through Mississippi 

and Tennessee.
   Pictured here is 
an 1836 woodcut il-
lustration taken from 
a broadside advertise-
ment of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, 
which documents 
the notorious chattel 
trade taking place at 
the Alexandria wa-
terfront. It describes 
the scene of a packet 
vessel preparing to 

sail as follows: “In January, 
1834, J. Leavitt, Editor of the 
New-York Evangelist, visited 
the “Tribune,” then in port and 
preparing to sail with a cargo 
of human beings next week…
The hold is appropriated to the 
slaves and is divided into two 
apartments. The after hold will 
carry 80 women, and the other 
about 100 men. On either side 
were two platforms running the 
whole length, one raised a few 
inches, and the other about half 
way up to the deck. They were 
about five-and-a-half to six feet 
deep. On them they lie, as close 
as they can stow away.”

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of  

Historic Alexandria.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

battled them, and was en-
tirely open and honest about 
her struggles, particularly 
with mental illness. Though I 
never met her, it appears that 
very little of Carrie Fisher 
was in self-storage.
 I have been reading 
“Moby Dick” for the first 
time recently, and the chap-
ter about “Fast-Fish” and 
“Loose-Fish” also is relevant 
to the concept of self-stor-
age. In this passage, Melville 
discusses the legal aspect 
of whale ownership. Sim-
ply put, the party that has 
a whale “fast” to it owns it, 
whereas a whale is fair game 
if it’s loose, even if another 
party chased and killed it.
 Melville muses that we 
are all a combination of fast 
fish and loose fish. Some as-
pects of our lives are owned 
or controlled by others, while 
different parts are loose or 
under our own control. When 
we put parts of ourselves into 
storage, we are voluntarily 
making fast what should be 
loose, and thus make our-
selves less free.
 I’m not big on making 
specific New Year’s resolu-
tions. Like diet fads, they’re 
usually short-lived in dura-
tion and impact. Lasting 
life changes generally hap-
pen more gradually. But in 
2017, I’m going to try and 
leave less of myself in stor-
age. Middle age makes it 
easier to free eccentricities 
anyway.
 While 2017 is official-
ly the Chinese year of the 
Rooster, I’m going to make it 
the year of the loose fish.

The writer is the publisher 
of the Alexandria Times.
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Belle View Shopping Center, 
1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Delicious and 
Family Friendly
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our party
platters.
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Not valid with other offers and vouchers
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ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

PARKER GRAY DISTRICT 
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, January 
25, 2017 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
the City Hall Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR #2016-00447 
Request for after the factalterations 
at 710 N Patrick Street
APPLICANT: Patricia L. Turner

CASE BAR #2016-00448
Request for alterations and waiver of 
vision clearance at 442 N Henry Street
APPLICANT: North Henry Liberty

CASE BAR #2016-00449 
Request for partial demolition at 
405 N Alfred Street
APPLICANT: Wayne and Sherrill Neale

CASE BAR #2016-00450 
Request for an addition at
405 N Alfred Street
APPLICANT: Wayne and Sherrill Neale

CASE BAR #2016-00451 
Request for partial demolition and 
capsulation at 315 N Patrick Street 
APPLICANT: Phase II Renovations Inc.

CASE BAR #2016-00452 
Request for an addition at 
315 N Patrick Street
APPLICANT: Phase II Renovations Inc.

CASE BAR #2017-00004 
Request for partial demolition at 
1019 Cameron Street 
APPLICANT: Robert Pizzano, Jr. 

CASE BAR #2017-00007 
Request for alterations at 
1019 Cameron Street 
APPLICANT: Robert Pizzano, Jr.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON AN APPEAL OF 

A DECISION OF THE BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

A public hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia, on Saturday, January 28, 
2016 at 9:30 am, in Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:
CASE BAR2016-00342 & 00343
Public hearing and consideration 
of an appeal of the Old & Historic 
Alexandria District Board of 
Architectural Review’s November 
16, 2016 decision to approve a Permit 
to Demolish & Capsulate and a 
Certificate of Appropriateness at  
317 South Lee Street. 
APPLICANT: 317 S Lee Street, LLC
APPELLANT: Mary Palmer on 
behalf of Petitioners

 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION &  CITY 

COUNCIL JANUARY 2017
The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates and 
times listed below. NOTICE:  Some of 
the items listed below may be placed 
on a consent calendar. A consent item 
will be approved at the beginning of 
the meeting without discussion unless 
someone asks that it be taken off 
the consent calendar and considered 
separately. The Planning Commission 
reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to a future 
date. For further information call the 
Department of Planning and Zoning 
on 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2017 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2017

9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Special Use Permit #2016-0077
1508 Mount Vernon Avenue - 
Junction Bakery & Bistro
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for an amendment to SUP #2015-
0102 to allow off-premises alcohol sales; 
zoned: CL/Commercial Low. 
APPLICANT: Noe Landini [This 
case was deferred from the December 
2016 hearing.]

Text Amendment #2016-0008
Sign Regulations in the Historic District 
A) Initiation of a Text Amendment; 
and B) Public hearing and 
consideration of a Text Amendment 
to Article IX Section 9-300 of 
the Zoning Ordinance regarding 
regulations for signs in the historic 
districts. Staff: City of Alexandria 
Department of Planning and Zoning
Special Use Permit #2016-0083
311 North Henry Street – Prime 
Auto Care, Inc.
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to continue operation of a non-
complying general automobile repair 
use; zoned: CL/Commercial Low. 
APPLICANT: Prime Auto Care, Inc., 
represented by Robert Byrnes
Special Use Permit #2016-0084
4251 Eisenhower Avenue – Public 
Recycling & Mulch Drop-off Center
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for an extension of a previously 
approved Special Use Permit (DSUP 
#2007-0026) to continue use of City 
recycling and mulching facility; zoned: 
POS/Public Open Space. 
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria 
Department of Transportation & 
Environmental Services
Special Use Permit #2016-0085
1601 Duke Street (sub-parcel 
addresses: 1601A, 1603 & 1607 
Duke St) – VINCI School
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request to operate a private 
academic school; zoned: OCH/Office 
Commercial High. 
APPLICANT: Vinci Education 
Corporation, represented by Mark 
Yoo, architect
Special Use Permit #2016-0086
400 Tennessee Avenue
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request to construct a new single-
family dwelling on a developed 
substandard lot; zoned: R-8/
Residential Single-family. 
APPLICANT: Larry and Brenda Kahan, 
represented by Duncan Blair, attorney
Special Use Permit #2016-0090
307 North Washington Street
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a parking 
reduction with setback and open 
space modifications; zoned: 
CD/Commercial Downtown. 
APPLICANT: Hart Washington 
Street, LLC
Encroachment #2016-0009
119 King Street - The Wharf 
Restaurant
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for an encroachment into the 
public right-of-way for a retractable 
awning; zoned: KR/King Street Retail. 
APPLICANT: Potomac Restaurants, 
LLC, by Mike Brumagin
Development Special Use Permit 
#2015-0021
4213 & 4141 Duke Street – Taco Bell

Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Development 
Special Use Permit and site plan with 
modifications to the zone transition 
setback and to the additional 
setback from the centerline of 
Duke Street, to construct a new 
restaurant building with outdoor 
dining and a drive through facility 
and associated site improvements; 
zoned: CG/Commercial General 
& CC/Commercial Community. 
APPLICANT: Taco Bell of America, 
LLC, represented by M. Catharine 
Puskar, attorney

A. Yes.  B. No.
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ACROSS
1 Org. concerned with class issues?
4 Not functioning properly
9 Black fuel source
13 Fireplace need
17 Need a sick day
18 Shipmate of Kirk and Spock
19 Baby night bird
21 “Cogito, ___ sum”
22 Description of a nice, round, 
   bald head
26 Awards for professors
27 Things in fuzzy navels?
28 Pair of two similar or equal things
29 Rugged, craggy mountain feature
30 Strike out, to an editor
31 Amaze or shock
32 Thing on a clothesline
35 Use FedEx anew
38 ___ Mountains (dividers of two 
   continents)
42 Place where stuff gets hocked
46 Important tool for a carpenter
48 Mongolia’s continent
49 Of lesser importance, in law
51 Ripped
52 Cotton bundles in a field
53 One in dreadlocks
55 Well-read types
57 Be victorious over
58 Against the law
60 Barbecue leftover
61 Material from which glass is made
63 It involves a pigskin
71 Insects that cause head scratching
72 Fold or mutilate, e.g.
73 Shrunken Asian lake
74  Intensely passionate
78 Presenters or volunteers, essentially
82 Bolivian capital
83 Guesstimate word
84 Crossword feature
85 Tails on cottontails
87 Refuse to obey
88 Things for last-place finishers
91 Check grabbers at a restaurant
93 Tennis divisions
94 Narrate again
95 St. Louis’ Gateway

96 Ship captain for 40 days and nights
97 Word before “do” or “cost you”
100 War foe
105 Cantina
109 Impersonator’s forte
111 Basketball official
113 Pitch that “drops off the table”
116 Out among the buoys
117 Secretive, shifty one
118 Highway jams
119 Soak up, as gravy
120 Natural or authentic
121 Feature of many horror films
122 In a melancholy way
123 Noon duo?

DOWN
1 Tortellini or macaroni
2 Part of a microwave
3 Apart from all others
4 Painful throb
5 Extinct relatives of ostriches
6 “___ a small world after all”
7 Like old bread
8 Emmy-winning role for Sally Field
9 Young horse
10 Temple University athletes
11 Boxing legend from Kentucky
12 Period before results come in
13 “Dragnet” star Jack
14 Verbal exam
15 Desirous up-and-down look
16 Human dumbbell
18 Tossed all over the place
20 Theatrical acting group
23 Strike three result
24 Unable to move or act
25 ___ & Bradstreet
30 Garb worn by Gandhi
31 Leader of a posse
33 Poisonous reptile
34 Whomp but good
36 “I could ___ horse!”
37 Thing removed at the cleaners
38 Military org. near Colo. Springs
39 Arbitrate
40 It’s measured in square feet
41 “___ we forget” (Kipling)
42 Biblical item written by David

43 Type of airplane seat
44 Moisture maker
45 Pockets of dough?
47 Support of wrongdoing
48 Solo from “Tosca”
50 Exam relative
54 Litheness
56 Reason’s mate
57 Christian name in fashion
59 Battery fluid
62 Chicken choice
64 Stone tool of old
65 Unseen TV husband of Phyllis
66 Raise, as a building
67 Grass unit
68 In accordance with
69 Toronto Maple ___
70 Like one avoiding work
74  Notebook flaps
75 Slender woodwind
76 Radish or carrot, e.g.
77 Emulates a masseuse
79 Fruit juice brand with colorful  
   bottles
80 Put one’s finger on?
81 Like the boondocks
84 Defeating, and how
86 Cul-de-___
89 Trial prints
90 More foxy and wily
92 They set off burglar alarms
96 “___ a problem”
98 Packing weight deductions
99 Groucho Marx’s “tattooed lady”
101 Bird’s bill
102 Remove chalk
103 Cantaloupe or casaba, e.g.
104 Some kennel sounds
105 Russian ruler of old
106 Church section behind the altar
107 “Not guilty,” e.g.
108 100 dinars, in Iran
109 Petri dish gelatin
110 Snub-nosed pooch, for short
111 A Castro of Cuba
112 Cable TV sports award
114 “The Matrix” hero
115 Nourished
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CAMILLE E. ACEVEDO 
(66), of Alexandria, 
December 29, 2016

WILLIAM R. BARTOW 
(92), of Alexandria, 
November 29, 2016

FRANKLIN D. BEACH 
(84), of Alexandria, 
January 6, 2017

URSULA F. DAVEY (90), 
of Alexandria, January 6, 
2017

NOEL HEMMENDINGER 
(103), of Alexandria, 
January 3, 2017

ROSEMARY HILSABECK
(87), of Alexandria, 
January 6, 2017

KAHLIZSA LEWIS, 
of Alexandria, 
January 4, 2017

MELVIN H. YOCUM (81), 
of Alexandria, January 4, 
2017

Obituaries

DIVORCE NOTICES
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The SquadThe Squad
Cleaning & Janitorial Services
“The Perfect Cleaning Solution”

(703)819-7674
Commercial and Residential

thesquadcleaningservice@hotmail.com

Classifieds AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
JANUARY 8, 2017

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
- Get FAA certification to fix planes. 

Approved for military benefits. Finan-
cial Aid if qualified. Job placement 

assistance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-204-4130 

EDUCATION/HELP WANTED
TEACHER RECRUITMENT FAIR to 
fill 2017-18 Vacancies ~ did you know 

over 600 teaching positions were 
filled by the following Virginia school 
divisions in the 2015-16 school year: 

Counties of Alleghany, Bath, Botetourt, 
Carroll, Craig, Culpeper, Floyd, Frank-
lin, Giles, Grayson, Henry, Montgom-
ery, Patrick, Pulaski, Roanoke and 
Wythe; and the Cities of Lexington, 
Martinsville, Radford, Roanoke and 

Salem. Join us on Sat, Jan 28, 2017 - 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. @ Salem Civic 
Center in Salem, VA. See www.wvpec.

org (Job Fair) for details. NO FEES. 
Sponsor: Western Virginia Public 

Education Consortium

HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS 
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 

YEAR! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for 
CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynch-
burg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; Front 

Royal/Winchester 800-454-1400

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – UNCONTESTED, $395 
+ $86 COURT COST. No court ap-

pearance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Telephone inquiries 
welcome - no obligation. Hilton Oliver, 

Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español.

ABC NOTICES

Start May 2017: In-home child care in 
22305 for age 2 and 5 YO, including 
associated light housekeeping; carry- 
over therapy for child with sensory 
disorder; requires 24 mos. experi-
ence w/motor delays, able to lift 50 
lbs, excellent driving record, CPR/
first aid. $12.06/hr. Mail cover letter 
and resume to Perry, 2308 Mt. Vernon 
Ave #109, Alexandria, VA 22301.

Nationwide IT Services, Inc. seeks 
Software Engineer to write, update, & 
maintain computer programs & soft-
ware packages for the company’s spe-
cific projects.

BA in computer science or mathemat-
ics is req’d. Send resume to job loc: 
4600-E Pinecrest Office Park Dr.,  
Alexandria, VA 22312.

HELP WANTED

Offices in: Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Wytheville, Virginia

Learn more at: www.VirginiaLowVision.com
Dr. David L. Armstrong (866) 321-2030

540-839-1766  •  OMNIHOTELS.COM/THEHOMESTEAD

WINTER SKI 
PACKAGE

FROM $224  PER NIGHT 
WITH LIFT TICKETS

CATCH A LIFT
THIS WINTER.

Kids in our community need super parents 
like you to foster or adopt. You can be the wind 
beneath their cape.

Call us today! 855-367-8637 
www.umfs.org

Superman had 
foster parents

Kids in our community need super parents 
like you to foster or adopt. You can be the wind 
beneath their cape.

Call us today! 855-367-8637 
www.umfs.org

Superman had 
foster parents

Kids in our community need super parents 
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beneath their cape.

Call us today! 855-367-8637 
www.umfs.org

Superman had 
foster parents

Kids in our community need super parents 
like you to foster or adopt. You can be the wind 
beneath their cape.

Call us today! 855-367-8637 
www.umfs.org

Superman had 
foster parents
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REALTOR® Serving Virginia & DC 
NVAR Top Producer 
Seniors Residential Specialist 

703.864.3438
jessica@jessicarichardson.com
www.jessicarichardson.com

Jessica Richardson

109 S. Pitt St • Alexandria, VA 22314

there when it counts

Contact Jessica today to get started – jessica@jessicarichardson.com

Buyers, Sellers and Investors rely on Jessica for:
ADVICE - Always honest and straightforward
INSIGHT - Leading market knowledge finds you the best house in the best neighborhood
MARKETING - A proven mix of old- and new-school methods deliver stellar results
SERVICE - Clients always come first with responsive, white glove service
EXPERIENCE - 18 years, 400+ transactions and counting... 

Sold or under ContraCt

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

UNDER 

CONTRACT

aCtIVe

FOR 

SALE

722 S Fairfax St, Alexandria 
Offered at $1,425,000

FOR 

SALE

545 E Braddock Rd #601, Alexandria 
Offered at $429,900


