
 Tuesday night’s city council 
meeting was interrupted brief-
ly by protestors advocating 
that Alexandria declare itself a 
so-called “sanctuary city.”
 Around 50 protestors with 
the Northern Virginia chap-
ter of Showing Up For Racial 
Justice collected at Market 
Square before the meeting, 
and many sat in attendance 

holding signs decrying white 
supremacy and the tenancy 
of the controversial AltRight.
com cofounder Richard Spen-
cer at King and N. Patrick 
streets in Old Town.
 “We are certainly a wel-
coming and accepting city, but 
we are not a sanctuary city,” 

City would tax, oversee 
375 rentals under  
state bill
BY CHRIS TEALE
 Alexandria’s burgeoning 
Airbnb room rental market 
could become more regulated 
and structured under a bill mak-
ing its way through the Virginia 
General Assembly.
 With the 2017 legislative ses-
sion reaching its closing weeks, a 
proposal requiring Airbnb hosts 
to register with local authorities 
and authorizes municipalities to 
charge room taxes on properties 
when occupied passed the state 
Senate and was referred to the 
House of Delegates last week.
 The bill, introduced by state 
Senate Majority Leader Tom-
my Norment (R-3) passed the 
state Senate by a 36-4 margin 
on February 7. It then was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on General Laws. The General 
Assembly had discussed legis-
lation on Airbnb last year, but 
postponed it to 2017. 
 Hotel industry lobbyists 
praised the bill, and said it 
brings greater equity between 
traditional hotel rooms and 
Airbnb rentals.
 “We are pleased with the out-
come of the Senate’s vote today,” 
said Eric Terry, president of the 
Virginia Restaurant, Lodging 
and Travel Association, in a state-
ment last week. “This brings us 
one step closer to creating a more 
uniform system for short-term 
rentals in a way that both best 
suits each community and sim-

plifies tax collection. Legislation 
that upholds the authority of the 
local government and provides 
a reasonable system for regis-
tration and accountability is the 
right course for Virginia.”
 Airbnb allows people to rent 
out single rooms or their entire 
homes to people on a short-term 
basis. Its use has grown nation-
wide and around the world since 
its founding in 2008, including 
in Alexandria. For example, on 
Monday, the website had 14 list-
ings within the city limits for 
one guest staying for one night 
on Saturday.
 Patricia Washington, presi-
dent and CEO of tourism author-
ity Visit Alexandria, said there 
are around 375 active Airbnb 
properties across the city, 
which she said is approximate-
ly 3 percent of hotel and short 
term rental accommodations.
 Alexandria’s 2017 legislative 
agenda advocates requirements 
for hosts to register with the city, 

pay the appropriate taxes and 
comply with requirements un-
der the zoning ordinance. At a 
city council meeting last month, 
Bernie Caton, the city’s top lob-
byist in Richmond, said this bill 
takes care of all three factors.
 Norment’s bill also incorpo-
rates a separate piece of legis-
lation on short-term rentals by 
state Sen. William Stanley (R-
20), which would allow locali-
ties to authorize Airbnb or pro-
hibit it altogether. If localities 
allow it, the measure requires 
anybody with a rental to gain 
their neighbors’ approval first.
 “If the neighbors don’t 
want it, then what?” asked 
City Councilor Del Pepper at 
the time. “Is there more to it? 
They can’t have it if the neigh-
bors don’t want it?”
 “The neighbors couldn’t 
prevent it, but the locality could 
prevent it and prohibit them al-
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The company that makes renting your home its business could become 
more regulated like a hotel under legislation in Richmond.
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Slow growth sparks  
further budget fears
BY JAMES CULLUM

 The notices have been 
mailed and Alexandria’s 
overall real estate as-
sessments increased 
2.1 percent, or $792 
million over last year, to 
a total of $39 billion.
 While the city’s 
property values are the second 
highest in the region behind 
Falls Church, Va., it’s the low-
est increase since the height of 
the Great Recession in 2009 

and 2010, and the third-worst 
in 20 years, according to a 
staff report presented Tuesday 
to city council. 

 Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg tried to find 

the silver lining in the 
modest growth. 

 “One of the signs of 
a good market is that 
it just keeps going up 

every year,” she said. “That’s 
what happened in Vegas, and, 
of course, things just tanked. 

SEE ASSESSMENTS | 7
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The time to sell is now. Let me put my 29 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

$599,000
ROSEMONT

$950,000
OLD TOWN

Unique  
opportunity 
in the SE 
quadrant  
1 block from 
the riverfront!
4 bedrooms,  
2.5 baths, 4 levels.  
Circa 1820 expand-
ed brick residence 
with 3 fireplaces, 
custom built-ins, 
original hardwood 
floors, spacious 
yard, outbuilding 
with electric and 
alley access. 

Spacious 
townhouse 
in courtyard 
setting with 
attached  
2 car garage!
3 bedrooms, 3 full 
and 2 half baths, 
4 finished levels. 
Desirable open floor 
plan, hardwood 
floors throughout, 
gas fireplace, Master 
suite with cathedral 
ceiling. Blocks to 
King St. Metro. 
Fabulous communi-
ty amenities!

Ideally located 
1 block from
King St. Metro
backing to 
park!
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
3 finished levels. 
Well maintained, 
refinished hardwood 
floors on 2 levels, re-
placement windows 
and much more! 
Finished walk-out 
lower level with 
full bath. Inviting 
screened porch, 
fenced yard and 
beautiful stone patio.

$875,000 ~ Coming Soon
OLD TOWN VILLAGE

Coming Soon
ROSEMONT

Beautiful spacious home with  
custom 2 story addition!

4 bedroom, 3.5 bath Cape Cod with 3 finished levels and an 
attached 1 car garage. Wood burning fireplace, custom built-ins, 

refinished hardwood floors. Fenced yard with patio and  
large custom deck.

OLD TOWN
$1,600,000 ~ Coming Soon

Wonderful 
investment 
opportunity 
in the heart 
of Old Town!
3 units totaling 
5 bedrooms and 
4.5 baths. Main 
3 story residence 
with 3 bedrooms 
and 2.5 baths 
is currently 
owner occupied. 
Meticulously 
maintained with 
high end finishes 
throughout.

$2,800 per month
OLD TOWN/ARCH HALL

Light filled 
townhouse in 
great location 
with 2 off street 
parking spaces!
2 bedrooms, 1 bath, 3 
finished levels, wood 
burning fireplace 
and charming patio. 
Eat-in kitchen with 
granite counters, 
refinished hardwoods 
on main level and new 
carpet upper levels.
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

 A bill in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly that threatened 
to nix the city’s broadband 
Internet initiative has been 
amended once again to remove 
any threat to such plans.
 Delegate Kathy Byron (R-
22), the patron of what was 
called the Virginia Broadband 
Deployment Act, introduced 
an amendment to the bill when 
it reached the state Senate La-

bor and Commerce Commit-
tee, which state senators ac-
cepted, to remove a clause on 
exemption under the Freedom 
of Information Act.
 The clause and several 
others in the bill had been 
criticized across the state for 
appearing to limit the ability 
of local governments to use 
public dollars to help improve 
broadband Internet services.

 In its latest form, the bill 
now does not threaten the 
city’s broadband initiative, or 
other plans across the state in 
cities like Roanoke, which had 
also been opposed. It is now 
known as the Virginia Wire-
less Services Authority Act; 
rates and charges, and was 
approved by the state Senate 
committee on Monday.

- Chris Teale

 The Del Ray Business 
Association announced last 
week that the Del Ray Cafe 
won its annual Heart of Del 
Ray Award for 2017.
 The award, given each year 
to a business that represents 
the heart and soul of Del Ray, 
is determined by a public vote 
of neighbors and customers.
 “Margaret and I are truly 
surprised and humbled by 
winning the Heart of Del Ray 
Award,” said Del Ray Cafe co-
owner Laurent Janowsky in a 
statement. “We were just hon-
ored to be included with the 
amazing group of other nomi-
nees Cheesetique, Pork Barrel 
BBQ/Holy Cow, ROAM and 
Taqueria Poblano. Our guiding 
philosophy since the day we 
conceived Del Ray Cafe is to 
welcome everyone as if they are 
family visiting our home. 
 “Our fantastic staff are an 
integral part of conveying this 

feeling to each and every cus-
tomer; we have to thank Na-
dir, Abdel, George, Cesar and 
the rest of our staff.”
 More than 1,000 people 
participated in online voting, 
and many cited the eatery’s 
welcoming atmosphere as 
well as the cafe’s commitment 
to giving back to the commu-
nity, particularly through do-
nations to Alexandria schools 
and nonprofits.

“As we approach our fifth 
anniversary in May, looking 
back, we couldn’t have guessed 
what a fantastic community 
we were joining!” said Del 
Ray Cafe co-owner Margaret 
Janowsky in a statement. “The 
DRBA is so intricately woven 
into the fabric of the commu-
nity. We feel so lucky to have 
the support of both the residents 
and the businesses of Del Ray.”

- Chris Teale

State Senate neuters broadband Internet bill

Worshipping Christ the King, Sundays at 8:30am and 10am
1801 North Quaker Lane | CTKAlexandria.org

Del Ray Cafe Wins 2017 Heart of Del Ray Award

Dentures starting at

Economy Single Arch

$325
$100

Routine
Tooth 
Extraction
Per tooth

Starting At

Free
Consult
& X-Ray FOR NEW  PAT IENTS

Smile : ) 
like you mean it.

Prince William Square 
Shopping Center

14228 Smoketown Road, 
Woodbridge, VA       

Come see the Affordable Difference.
Same-day dentures at prices well below the competition. 
Call 1-800-DENTURE® or visit AffordableDentures.com

Call for an Appointment 703-491-0570

02167-5

OFF
EconomyPlus 
or Higher Style 
Denture

$50

Offer good only at designated location. $50 denture discount good on any one 
individual denture purchase at the EconomyPlus level or higher – Coupon must 

be presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with any other 
coupon, discount, package price or prior order. Offer may change or end without 

notice. Limit one coupon per person. Minimum estimated value of Consult and 
X-Ray is $75, and covers a traditional 2-D X-Ray. Same-day service on Economy  

Dentures in most cases, call for details. Additional fees may be incurred  
depending on individual cases.  Advertised fees effective through 4/28/17.   

Coupon expires 4/28/17 and may change without notice.  

Affordable Dentures - 
Woodbridge    
Mesfin W. Zelleke, DDS, FICOI, FAAIP
Sachi Patel, DDS
Daniel Dafo, DDS
General Dentists

Pamper Yourself Today
Alexandria’s Newest Salon & Spa

Book Online for 10% Discount

Sa-Sah Salon
604  S. Washington St

Alexandria, VA
(571)  970-6900

www.sasahsalon.comSamuel Soliman

CORRECTION Due to a reporting error, the Times’ article “Brewing up a storm,” on February 9, said 
the Portner Brewhouse will be the first brewpub in Alexandria. In fact, three brewpubs have existed in the 
city: Virginia Beverage Company, Founders Restaurant Brewing and Hops. The Times regrets the error.

COURTESY PHOTO
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 The Alexandria Police De-
partment is leading the investiga-
tion after a man was found dead 
in the Potomac River last week.
 The Alexandria Fire De-
partment responded to the area 
around Jones Point Park under-
neath the Woodrow Wilson Me-
morial Bridge after reports of the 
need for a water rescue at approxi-
mately 1:35 p.m. February 9.
 AFD medics commanded 
the scene alongside the D.C. 
Fire and EMS Department, the 
Metropolitan Police Depart-

ment and the Alexandria Police 
Department as they attempted 
the rescue.
 APD spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal said that after a time, the 
rescue effort became a recov-
ery mission when it became ap-
parent the man had died. Once 
his body was back on the shore, 
Alexandria police took the lead 
in investigating the death.
 Nosal said the man’s identi-
ty would not be released public-
ly, as the death is not currently 
regarded as suspicious.

 Initial reports suggested 
that the man was seen falling 
from a boat into the river, but 
Nosal said that he was seen 
standing by the shore and then 
in the water. She said investi-
gators are still trying to deter-
mine whether he fell into the 
water accidentally.
 Anyone with further infor-
mation about this incident is 
asked to call the Alexandria 
Police Department’s non-emer-
gency number at 703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

 A man robbed a takeout res-
taurant on Edsall Road at gun-
point last Sunday, stealing cash 
after brandishing a firearm.
 Officers from the Alex-
andria Police Department 
responded to the restaurant 

on the 5700 block of Edsall 
Road at approximately 7:20 
p.m. on February 12.
 Department spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal said a male sus-
pect wearing black clothing 
carried out the robbery. There 

were no injuries, Nosal said.
 Officials ask anyone with 
further information about this 
incident to call the Alexandria 
Police Department’s non-emer-
gency number at 703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

Police investigating body found in Potomac River

Edsall Road takeout restaurant robbed at gunpoint

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

POLICE BEAT

0AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS 5BURGLARIES

23THEFTS15DRUG 
CRIMES 21ASSAULTS

1SEXUAL 
OFFENSE6 VEHICLE

THEFTS

1ROBBERY

The following incidents occurred between February 8 and February 15.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

Source: raidsonline.com

Perfect Penny
Penny came to us with six 
(!) kittens and a heart full 
of love. Now she wants to 
share that love with her 
forever family. She is a 
wonderful girl who could 
be your one and only! We 
are open this Saturday and 
Sunday; 1:30 to 4:30 pm.

For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org

 

COURTESY PHOTO

DEPUTIES RECOGNIZED FOR LIFE-SAVING ACTIONS The George Washington 
Chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution 
awarded five sheriff’s 
deputies the Law En-
forcement Commenda-
tion Medal at a luncheon 
last month. From left, 
Deputy Joseph Runquist 
was honored for saving a 
choking woman while he 
was off-duty, and depu-
ties Cinie Bearden, Myr-
na Juarez, Manuel Lee 
and Devon Neckles were 
honored for saving an in-
mate who attempted to 
hang himself at the city’s 
William G. Truesdale 
Adult Detention Center.

 
Welcoming in

the New Year
with thanks to  

our loyal customers 
for the past 33 years!
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Sited on over one acre of lushly landscaped grounds in one of 
Alexandria s̓ most sought-after neighborhoods, 909 Vicar Lane 
is a stately residence that has been updated and expanded 
to nearly 7,000 square feet. Beautifully designed, these light-
fi lled spaces are ideal for family gatherings as well as large-
scale entertaining.

In one of Alexandriaʼs premier locations, the homeʼs tranquil 
setting is very close to downtown D.C., Old Town, Shirlington 
and St. Stephenʼs and St. Agnes School.

Boasting a banquet-sized dining room, expansive living room 
and double, light-infused reception halls, this elegant home will 
graciously welcome your guests. This is an in-town estate, like no 
other. $3,495,000

Visit online at MRISHomes.com MLS#AX9756089 
Or Direct Link: bit.ly/909VicarLane

diann.carlson@gmail.com | 703-628-2440
Associate Broker
DIANN HICKS CARLSON

SEAN SHANAHAN PHOTOGRAPHY

WEICHERT ®

LUXURY COLLECTION

IN THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Minutes to the White House and Kennedy Center
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adhere to them, the Airbnb hosts 
need to adhere to those same 
rules and regulations.”
 Wilson said the increase in 
Airbnb rentals is in keeping 
with the growth of the so-called 
“gig economy,” a labor market 
in which people use technology 
on a short-term basis to provide 
services to others. He pointed 
to the growth in the car-sharing 
applications Uber and Lyft over 
traditional taxis as additional 
evidence of these changes.
 “You allow the use to de-
velop, understanding what 
the issues are going to be and 
then try to regulate with as soft 
a touch as possible,” Wilson 
said. “In all these gig economy 
marketplaces, that’s what we’re 
seeing and that’s what driv-
ing this. Airbnb is in the same 
boat. We’ll see where we end 
up. I think it sounds like this 
bill gives us some authority to 
structure what’s right for our 
community.”

together,” Caton replied. He 
said neighbors with complaints 
would have to take them to city 
council for resolution.
 In an interview, Vice May-
or Justin Wilson said Alexan-
dria’s main issue with Airbnb 
so far has been the impact on 

parking in residential areas. 
He said it can also affect hous-
ing affordability in two ways.
 “You have residents who use 
Airbnb as a way to remain in 
their homes, so they’re renting 
out rooms and things like that so 
that they can keep paying their 
mortgage, so you have that side 
of it,” Wilson said. “But then you 

have investors who are buying 
up properties and making them 
essentially full-time Airbnbs. It 
drives up the prices in neighbor-
hoods and really changes what 
is substantially a residential use 
into more of a commercial use, 
so there’s quality of life issues 
and things like that.”
 But Washington said with 

AIRBNB               FROM | 1

no formal way of collecting 
taxes, Alexandria loses out 
on an estimated $400,000 in 
room taxes each year. 
 Currently, Airbnb collects 
and remits taxes on behalf of a 
host in 26 states and the District 
of Columbia. In those areas, the 
company has an agreement with 
the state to collect local taxes at 
the time of booking, then sends 
them to the applicable local tax 
authority for the host.
 Washington said there must 
be a level playing field between 
Airbnb rentals and hotel room 
rentals to protect both the cus-
tomer and the provider.
 “To protect the integrity 
of the neighborhood and also 
to protect consumers who are 
purchasing these places, there 
needs to be adherence to the 
regulations that are already on 
the books related to safety and 
occupancy and [Americans with 
Disabilities Act] requirements,” 
Washington said. “Just as hotels 

To protect the integrity of the 
neighborhood and also to protect 
consumers who are purchasing these 
places, there needs to be adherence to 
the regulations that are already on the 
books related to safety and occupancy 
and [Americans with Disabilities Act] 

requirements. Just as hotels adhere to them, 
the Airbnb hosts need to adhere to those 
same rules and regulations.”

- Patricia Washington, President and CEO, Visit Alexandria

Call or visit TheCharlestonWaldorf.com | 301-932-7013
45 Saint Patrick’s Drive, Waldorf, Maryland 20603

Sets the New Standard of healthy living, social interaction,
good friends and dedicated staff in a warm inviting atmosphere 

What would  
you rather see  
your loved one
DOING THIS  
  WINTER?

OF WALDORF, MD  

        
  

        
        

   PRIVATE ROOMS

    Starting From $3650

said Mayor Allison Silberberg 
after the protesters left council 
chambers midway through the 
meeting, singing “This Little 
Light of Mine.”
 Silberberg then read pas-
sages of council’s Statement 
of Inclusiveness, adopted last 
November, in which the city 
was proclaimed a “hate-free 
zone.” The protestors called 
the statement a good start.
 President Donald Trump 
last month signed an executive 
order authorizing the halt of 
federal grant funding to “sanc-
tuary jurisdictions,” which are 

defined as municipalities that 
refuse to comply with federal 
immigration enforcement ef-
forts. Officials in cities like 
Cincinnati have floated becom-
ing sanctuary cities in an act of 
defiance against the order.
 “Richard Spencer has ar-
rived here and there has been 
an amplitude in white suprem-
acy flyering in town,” said Cat 
Clark, an organizer with SURJ 
Northern Virginia.
 “Alexandrians are not keen 
on white supremacy. But what 
we do want is for it to become 
a sanctuary city for refugees 
and immigrants.”

- James Cullum

PROTEST          FROM | 1
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So, it’s good to be going up, 
but it’s good that it’s a reason-
able trajectory.”
 But Vice Mayor Justin Wil-
son was not as optimistic. 
 “I think, given how much 
we rely on the value of particu-
larly multifamily development 
over the last several years, 
the slowing of just that alone 

is probably going to leave a 
mark,” he said. “We’re going 
to have to be ready to deal with 
potential reductions in rev-
enue. What really worries me 
is that it won’t be this year or 
next, but at some point it dries 
up demand for the real estate 
market, and that’s a killer for 
local government.”
 Alexandria, at 96.47 per-
cent, is second only to Falls 

Church for the highest median 
assessment sales ratio. In third 
place stands the City of Fair-
fax at 95.72 percent, Arlington 
County at 93.34 percent, Fair-
fax County at 92.41 percent 
and Prince William County 
with 91.96 percent. This means 
that the city’s assessments were 
closer to full market value than 
all neighboring localities, ex-
cept Falls Church, which leads 

the region at 96.71 percent.
 The overall commercial 
property tax base increased 
by 2.5 percent — slower than 
last year’s 3.3 percent — or 
$398.8 million, for a total 
value of $16.3 billion.
 There is currently no Class 
A office space — the most 
prestigious and expensive clas-
sification — available in Alex-
andria, and the city’s overall 

Experience THE  FINEST 

without having to f ly 
to GREECE

TAVERNA CRETEKOU

Live Greek music, dancing and breaking plates
every � ursday night 
Indoor & Garden Seating Available weather permitting

818 King Street  |  Old Town Alexandria
703.548.8688  •  TavernaCretekou.com

Regional Greek 
Cuisine Since 1973

Experience

without having to f ly
to
Live Greek music, dancing and breaking plates
every � ursday night 
Indoor & Garden Seating Available weather permitting

Join us for Restaurant Week FEB 17-26 for a $35 three-course dinner for two

GREEK FOOD 

https://photobecky.pixieset.com/download/photo/username/photobecky/key/northside10/pid/907363072/?idh=MTgwMzI1MDQwMw 2/13/17, 4K02 PM
Page 1 of 1

Brunch 
Saturday 
& Sunday 
10-3:00

Happy Hour 
M-Fri, 3-7:00

(including
dining room)

NOW
OPEN!

10 E. Glebe Rd. Alexandria, VA 22305
northside10.com  |  703-888-0032

www.henquarter.com
801 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703) 684-8969

Book your reservation for Restaurant Week!

Locally raised, all-natural food served right 
with true Southern Hospitality.

RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!RAISED RIGHT!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
F E B R U A R Y  1 7-26
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NANCY PERKINS
m +1 703 402 5599
o +1 703 310 6800
Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com
www.NancyPerkinsRealEstate.com
400 S. Washington Street,  Alexandria VA

O� ering exceptional homes to 
Alexandria’s discerning buyers

JUST LISTED | 425 QUEEN STREET
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY | 3 BED / 2.5 BATH
$695,000

JUST LISTED | 606 PRESIDENT FORD LANE
LISTED BY NANCY PERKINS & HEATHER COREY
HALF ACRE LOT | $695,000

CONTRACT | 207 S LEE STREET
4 BED / 3.5 BATH
$1,449,000

SOLD | 202 N ROYAL STREET
4 BED / 3 BATH
$1,250,000

If you are thinking about buying or selling, now is the time to speak with me. 

“Nanc y  cons i s tent ly  went  a b ove  a nd  b eyond 
in  order  to  l i s t  and  s el l  m y  h om e  i n  a  t i m ely 
fash ion ,  a t tract i ng  a  numb er  of  com p eti t ive 
o f fers .   I  h ighly  recom m end  h er  to  a nyone 
l ook ing  to  buy  a  h om e  or  s el l  th e i r  h om e, 
you  most  cer ta inly  wi l l  b e  p l ea s ed . ”  
~  Jason

“No  o n e  kn ows  Old  Tow n  bet ter  than  Nan c y. 
She  was  a lways  ahead  of  the  la te st  po st in g s 
an d  very  qu ick  to  make  hersel f  ava i lable , 
which  i s  a  te s tamen t  to  her  exper ien ce  in 
the  Old  Tow n  rea l  e s ta te  market  an d  the
s ize  of  her  n etwo rk. ”
~Adam & An drea

“There  aren ’ t  enough  s tars  to  ra te  the  l evel
of  s erv ice  that  we  rece ived  from Nanc y.  As 
yo u  kn ow,  buying  a  home  can  be  s tres s fu l , 
an d  there  wasn ’ t  a  day  in  the  en t ire  process 
that  we  fel t  s tres sed .  It  was  a  breeze ! ”
~  Cin dy  & Brett ”

WHAT SOME OF MY CLIENTS ARE SAYING:
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Officials hope to  
diversify economy in 
competitive market
BY JAMES CULLUM

 Nestle USA’s recent an-
nouncement that it would move 
its corporate headquarters from 
California to Rosslyn means 
great things for the region, and 
Alexandria is looking to be ag-
gressive in courting its own po-
tential tenants. 
 “There is a cutthroat com-
petition for Class A office 
tenants,” Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson said in an interview. 
“We’re working to be aggres-
sive to bring you to Alexan-
dria, and we have to look at 
different tools in our toolbox, 
like cash incentives.”
 Alexandria submitted a 
proposal to Nestle, but the 
city doesn’t have any available 
Class A office buildings. The 
world’s largest package food 
company couldn’t turn down 
$16 million in tax incentives, 
including $6 million from Ar-
lington County.
 Despite missing out on the 
company itself, officials hope 
the move of 750 jobs to the 
Rosslyn campus means the 
economic boon will spill over 
into the Port City, as potential-
ly hundreds of new residents 
search for homes and spend 
money on food, activities and 
nightlife.
 The Class A property at 
1812 N. Moore St. was built in 
2013, and seems ideally situ-
ated; it’s the tallest building in 
the region, sits a stone’s throw 
from lawmakers, lobbyists and 
federal regulators and it’s also 
near a good school system and 
a Metro station.
 Metro accessibility is a par-
ticularly desirable trait in the 
region, and when looking at 
Alexandria commercial prop-
erties, it shows. The office 
vacancy rate east of Quaker 
Lane and in Old Town rests at a 
stable 11.7 percent, while the 12 
buildings at Mark Center on the 
West End, which sit four miles 
from the nearest Metro station, 

are at 45.3 percent, according to 
recently released figures.
 Gov. Terry McAuliffe (D) 
said Nestle’s relocation from 
the west coast is a “huge win” 
for the commonwealth.
 “As we continue to work to 
diversify our economy, I am 
particularly proud that this 
great company will locate in 
a property that has sat empty 
as the area and our entire state 
grappled with defense cuts and 
sequestration,” McAuliffe said 
in a statement. 
 The dynamic in Alexandria 
is such that developers won’t 
build office buildings without 
having a tenant in place ahead 
of construction. The more-
than-600,000 square foot Victo-
ry Center property along Eisen-
hower Avenue, for instance, 
has sat vacant for more than a 
decade as owners have courted 
federal agencies for relocation. 
 “There will be more com-

Arlington nabs Nestle, Alexandria eyes options

panies that follow the footsteps 
of Nestle,” said Stephanie Lan-
drum, president and CEO of the 
Alexandria Economic Develop-
ment Partnership. “We have, in 
Potomac Yard and in the Eisen-
hower Valley, developers who 
have entitlements to build offices, 
and there are things that the city 
and AEDP can do to help them.”
 But when push comes to 
shove, Dak Hardwick, chairman 

of the city’s budget committee 
and board chairman of the Alex-
andria Chamber of Commerce, 
said Alexandria simply must 
become competitive with neigh-
boring jurisdictions. 
 “We need to double down on 
what Alexandria offers,” Hard-
wick said. “You look across the 
river and see the tax revenue and 

20%

OFF  
FIRST VISIT WITH 
MARIA OR INGRID

With This Ad

lulusagesalonandspa.com

 Experience 
Difference 

the

703-894-0709

Maria Sinche
casademaria01 
@gmail.com

Ingrid Ortiz
ingridortiz15 
@ gmail.com

• 16+ years experience  • Balayage-certified
Lulu Sage welcomes our new professionalsLulu Sage welcomes our new professionals

We need to double down on 
what Alexandria offers. You 

look across the river and see the tax 
revenue and development at National 
Harbor, and then you see a $1.3 
billion development in Prince George’s 
County, which Alexandria can see 
from its waterfront.”
- Dak Hardwick, Board chairman, Alexandria Chamber of Commerce

SEE NESTLE | 20
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OPEN SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1-4 P.M.
Directions: G.W. Parkway South from Old Town, right on Tulane & follow Partners Signs.

OPEN
1703 Maple Hill Place • $885,000

• Private Enclave of Contemporary Homes • Unique 
Floor Plan • Three Finished Levels • Backs to Parkland 
• One-Level Living • 4000+ ft. on 3 Levels • Vaulted & 
2-Story Ceilings • Knockout Chef’s Kitchen w/Family/
Sitting Area • Large Formal Living & Dining Rooms  
• Main & Lower Level Laundries • Light/bright  
• Freshly Painted • 4 Bedrooms • 3.5 Baths • 2-Car 
Garage • Decking & Patio at Rear • Walkout from 2 
Levels • Fenced Rear • Directions: King St Rail station 
west on Route7 left on Janney’s Lane right on Francis 
Hammond Pky becomes Maple Hill to 1703.

204 Gretna Green Court • $529,000
• Immaculate 3 Level • All-Brick 3 BR • 2 Full & 2 Half BA Townhome w/Garage  
• Unbeatable Location inside The Beltway w/easy access to the Pentagon, Ft. Belvoir, 
Crystal City & D.C. • Beautiful Granite, Cherry & Stainless Kitchen w/adjacent 
Breakfast Rm • Formal Dining Rm • Step-Down Living Rm • Hardwoods throughout 
Main Level • LL Family Rm w/Wood-Burning Fireplace • New Roof in 15 • Just Steps to 
Metro Bus. Directions: 395 to Duke Street East, right on South Pickett Street,  
right on Valley Forge, left on Gretna Green Court to 204 on left.

OPEN

1115 Gatewood Drive • $995,000
• Just South of Old Town • Villamay’s ONLY 
Rambler with Main Level 2-Car Garage + Full Fin. 
Basement • Brick • Extensive Exterior Hardscape  
• Over 3300 fin. sq. ft. • Entry Foyer • Five Bdrms + 
Bonus Game Rm/Ofc. • Three newly remodeled Full 
Baths • Formal LR&DR • Smashing European Island 
Kitchen w/Bay Window • Hardwoods Both Levels • 
Windows Replaced  • Wet Bar in Rec. Rm w/raised 
hearth Fireplace • Cul-de-Sac location.

1205 Belle Vista Drive • $1,175,000
• BETTER THAN NEW!!! • 4 minutes to Old Town 
• Total RENOVATION in Villamay • 5 BRs • 3 Luxury 
Baths • 3,300+ sq.ft. • Unique, Stacked Stone throughout 
• Hardwoods both levels • New Deck • Large Inground 
POOL • OPEN FLOOR PLAN • Chef’s Kitchen 
w/Wolf, Sub Zero, Bosch, NEW Casement windows 
• Privacy, backing to 18 acre PARK • Main Level 
Laundry hookup • New Landscaping/lighting  
• Irrigation System • Huge 640 sq.ft. 2-Car Garage! 

PARTNERS IN REAL ESTATE
www.partnersinrealestate.com

Liscensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-472-7713 

Robert B. Burroughs
703‐765‐3500

Cell: 703‐856‐2426

  SEE PICS & FLOOR PLANS at 
www.partnersinrealestate.com

OPEN
OPEN

office sector increased 0.3 per-
cent to $4.5 billion.
 Alexandria saw seven com-
mercial office building sales 
last year following six in 2015. 
The 605,000 square-foot Vic-
tory Center along Eisenhower 
Avenue has remained vacant 

for over a decade and its own-
ers are still reportedly looking 
for it to be occupied by a fed-
eral agency.
 In 2015, the General Servic-
es Administration announced 
that the Transportation Security 
Administration would move its 
headquarters to the property, 
but a judge vacated that deci-

sion following an appeal from 
a rival property. Last April, the 
GSA announced it would delay 
the TSA’s move until 2020.
 “The city’s conventional 
office market is flat and con-
tinues to face challenges due 
to a general lack of demand, 
particularly in non-Metrorail-
accessible sites, tenant conces-

sions, lower effective rents and 
continued space compression 
upon renewal,” said City Man-
ager Mark Jinks. “Old Town 
and Carlyle areas remain the 
most desirable [locations]. The 
West End of the city — Park 
Center, Mark Center and the 
Landmark area — continues 
to suffer vacancy problems, as 
tenants seek office locations 
within walking distance of Me-
trorail stations.” 
 On the residential side, the 
city’s tax base increased by 1.8 
percent or $379.8 million, for a 
total of $22 billion. The aver-
age single-family home value 
increased to $730,449, a gain 
of 1.3 percent. And the average 
value of a city condominium 
increased by less than 0.2 per-
cent to $310,990.
 The value of Alexandria’s 
24 hotels increased by 16.4 per-
cent, or $116 million, to a total 
of $825.3 million, of which 
$11.8 million can be associated 
with new growth.  
 Real estate taxes account for 
57 percent of the city’s annual 
revenues, and council is already 
envisioning difficult budgeting 

days ahead as uncertainty looms 
over potential cuts from the 
federal government, President 
Donald Trump’s temporary fed-
eral employee hiring freeze and 
other economic factors.
 Former Mayor Bill Euille 
served from 2003 until 2015, 
and is familiar with uncertain 
budgets. 
 “The budget has been 
scrubbed, scrubbed, scrubbed 
down over the last 10 years and 
to where there is very little you 
can cut but services,” he said. 
“Everybody in the region is in 
the same boat. Fear of further 
reductions in the federal gov-
ernment’s investments have 
slowed down the regional 
economy. Everybody is scared. 
We still don’t know the impact 
that the so-called Trump effect 
will have on housing afford-
ability and local budgets.”
 City residents should have 
received notices by mail on 
February 15, have until March 
15 to request a review with the 
office of real estate assess-
ments and until June 1 to file 
an appeal with the city board of 
equalization.

ASSESSMENTS   FROM | 7

FORMER PRESIDING BISHOP VISITS ST. PAUL’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Most Rev. Frank Griswold, former presiding bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, gave a lecture and served as the celebrant 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on Sunday. He urged parishoners 
to go deeper and become more radical with their faith. He said 
scripture is to be read on two levels, critically and then to just “let 
it have at you.” Griswold served as presiding bishop from 1998 
to 2006, and was co-chairman of the Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission from 1998 to 2003 and served on the 
standing committee at the 1998 Lambeth Conference.

 - Denise Dunbar

COURTESY PHOTO



Northside 10 officially 
opened in Del Ray last 
month 
BY JAMES CULLUM

 Love is in the air at North-
side 10, Del Ray’s newest 
neighborhood bar and restau-
rant at 10 E. Glebe Rd. It is 
the sister location to Old Town 
staple Southside 815, where a 
majority of the owners have 
found their significant others. 
 “I’ve seen the children of 
couples that I’ve introduced 
at Southside,” co-owner Greg 
Dushaw said. “I met my wife 
at Southside and that’s where 
[co-owners] Teresa and Kevin 
also met.”
 Northside 10 opened last 
month, and was formerly home 
to French restaurant Chez An-
dree, which closed last year after 
being in business for more than 
50 years. Dushaw said owners 
Meridian Place Foods Group 
spent nine months and $500,000 
on a complete renovation.
 Restaurant partners Teresa 
and Kevin Keefer live in south-
ern Maryland, manage the bar 
and kitchen and pull double-
duty by cooking and tending 
bar at Southside 815.
 “My parents never took us 
out to eat, so it was always a re-
ally special occasion to go out,” 
Teresa Keefer said. “God put me 
here to be in this industry. The 

morning sounds compared to 
the evening sounds. Once that 
first server comes in the door, 
the whole dynamic changes.” 
 Teresa Keefer, a graduate 
of the culinary school at John-
ston and Wales University, 
began her career in 2001 as 
a server at Southside 815 and 
became the executive chef the 
following year.
 “I always knew I wanted to 
open a restaurant, but before I 
did that I wanted to know what 
was going on in the back of the 
restaurant to get to the front,” 
she said. “And people are very 
vocal about what they want. 
Right now we’re expanding our 
vegetarian options.”   
 Kevin Keefer said he and the 
staff focus on building commu-
nity connections and dedicated 
customer service.

 “Our customers are our 
friends, and you’re good to your 
friends,” he said. “We’ve actu-
ally helped at least 20 people 
move over the years.” 
 You can expect to spend 
about $60 for a date at North-
side 10, and find some of the 
Southside 815 staples, including 
generous brunch portions, the 
Carolina Pulled Pork Sandwich 
and a Reuben, made up of eight 
ounces of homemade short rib 
pastrami on two slices of toast-
ed rye, two slices of Gruyere 
cheese, homemade Russian 
dressing and sauerkraut. 
 Northside 10 has rooms 
available for parties and events 
up to 30 people, and is open 
11:30 a.m. to midnight Mon-
day through Thursday and 10 
a.m. to midnight on Saturday 
and Sunday.
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ No Place Like Home ~
Four years old and full of fun, Beanie is  

a terrier-mix who loves people.

A once-a-day walk is enough to make  
him happy, and he will make you happy.

FOR MORE INFO ABOUT ADOPTABLE 
PETS, PLEASE VISIT 

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
 703-746-4774
THANK YOU





✠Ash Wednesday, March 1
7:30  AM – The Holy Eucharist

12:15  PM – The Holy Eucharist with hymns
6:00  PM – Children’s service with Holy Communion

7:30  PM – Choral Eucharist led by the choir
All services include the Imposition of Ashes

Rejoice in the spirit of Lent
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3601 Russell Rd. Alexandria, VA 22305
703-549-1980 | www.gracealex.org

Southside sister opens in Del Ray

PHOTOS/JAMES CULLUM 
Northside 10 is located at 10 E. Glebe 
Road, and replaced Chez Andree, which 
closed last year after being in business 
for more than half a century.

From left, Northside 10 
owners Kevin Keefer, 
Teresa Keefer and Greg 
Dushaw pose at the new 
Del Ray eatery, which 
opened last month.
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most valuable baseball player 
in Alexandria when he gradu-
ated from T.C. Williams High 
School in 1990. He credits his 
father with inspiring his love 
for the game, and even shares a 
hereditary ability to remember 
numbers, facts and figures. 
 “I feel as if my passion 
for baseball was genetically 
passed down to me by my 
father,” he said. “At a very 
young age I could name all the 
numbers of the jerseys of all 
the Orioles, the better part of 
the American league and their 
statistics.”
 Michael Levine, wearing a 
Minnesota Twins jacket and 

a Texas Rangers cap, where 
Thad Levine was assistant 
general manager from 2005 
until 2016, said that talent for 
remembering numbers runs in 
the family.
 “My father could read 
off his friends’ social secu-
rity numbers off the top of his 
head, and Thad’s son, Quinn, 
has a very good memory, too,” 
he said. “We’re not mathema-
ticians, but we have an affin-
ity for numbers.”
 Michael Levine, the for-
mer assistant treasurer at the 
National Gallery of Art, was 

SPORTS

Alexandria native takes the reins 
as GM of the Minnesota Twins
Thad Levine is a 1990  
graduate of T.C. Williams
BY JAMES CULLUM

 A perfect day for Alexan-
drian Thad Levine is when 
his family goes to his baseball 
games. It’s the closest that the 
newest general manager of the 
Minnesota Twins, hired over 
the winter break, gets to feeling 
like a kid again, and it takes him 
back to when his sister, mom, 
father and he drove to Baltimore 
Orioles games in the late 1970s. 
 “I’m happiest when I get 
to marry baseball with my 
family and they’re at a game 
enjoying themselves,” Levine 
told the Alexandria Times 
from spring training in Fort 
Myers, Fla. “I’m very happy 
to be getting a chance to come 
to Minnesota and be a general 
manager and move into the 
next phase of my life.”
 Levine, 45, was named the 

SEE LEVINE | 13

Pediatric Associates has served 
families in Northern Virginia for 
over 60 years. We are excited to 
announce the opening of our 
second office in Potomac Yard, 
close to Del Ray, Old Town and 
Arlington neighborhoods.

For more information:
703-924-2100 
www.pedsalex.com

Total healthcare for children, 
from infancy through 
adolescence to college age. 

PHOTO/BRACE HEMMELGARN, MINNESOTA TWINS

Thad Levine played baseball at T.C. Williams High School, which coin-
cidentally borrowed the logo of the Minnesota Twins, where he is now 
general manager. He was hired by the Twins in November.

COURTESY PHOTO
I’m happiest when I get to marry base-
ball with my family and they’re at a 

game enjoying themselves. I’m very happy 
to be getting a chance to come to Minnesota 
and be a general manager and move into the 
next phase of my life.”

- Thad Levine, Minnesota Twins general manager
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consumed by baseball during 
his childhood in Manhattan in 
the 1940s. 
 “Back when I was a kid, 
baseball was how you learned 
all your arithmetic,” he said. 
“You got batting averages by 
dividing at-bats into hits. … 
All the newspapers had the 
statistics on baseball.”
 Michael Levine and his 
wife, Rozanna, moved into 
Old Town in 1971, the same 
year Thad was born. And, 
while the couple are planning 
to move to Goodwin House 
next month, Rozanna Levine 
says it was in fact she who 
sparked Thad’s baseball ca-
reer in their Gibbon Street 
townhome.
 “When he was extremely 
young, I would hold him in my 
arms and he would endlessly 
throw and catch a ball off our 
front hall wall,” Rozanna said. 
“No wonder that he developed 
great eye hand coordination.”
 Thad Levine was hired last 
November after the Twins’ 
worst-ever record of 59-103. 
He was the assistant GM of 
the Texas Rangers for 11 sea-
sons — the team lost back-to-
back World Series in 2010 and 

2011 — and initially climbed 
his way from an intern position 
into the assistant general man-
agership of the Colorado Rock-
ies. He has a Master’s degree 
from UCLA, played Division 
III baseball at Haverford Col-
lege in Pennsylvania and cred-
its T.C. Williams with provid-
ing him a diverse upbringing. 
 “It’s really helped me with 
my career,” he said. “It shaped 
and prepared me for opportu-
nities throughout my life.”
 Spring training means that 
Levine will spend nearly two 
months away from his wife 
and three children. He only 
comes home to Alexandria 
nowadays for Thanksgiving 
and to play the Orioles or, 
more rarely, the Nationals.
 “My family loves what I 
do, but they are also aware 
of how much time it takes me 
away from them,” he said. 
“Spring training is a perfect 
example of that. We’re gone 
for seven weeks. But I get to 
do what I love. When I leave 
to go to work I’m excited, and 
I’m excited to come home to 
be with my family.”
 Michael Levine is proud of 
his son. 
 “Of course I’m proud. Men 
live their lives through their 

Of course I’m proud. Men live their 
lives through their sons. I don’t 

like losing, but you can’t go crazy about 
it. Right now, Thad’s trying to get veteran 
leaders to work with young players to get 
them over the psychological hump, be-
cause losing is part of the game, a part of 
life and you have to shake it off.”

- Michael Levine, father
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Catch up,
get ahead,
or try something
new this summer!

Join us for an Open House!
February 21, 6:30pm - 8:00pm

6:30pm: Tour of Fusion Summer Programs

7:00pm: Ginny Conroy, Licensed Special Educator and Behavioral 
              Specialist, “Things You Must Know to Make Your Summer EPIC”

7:45pm: Meet Fusion teachers and learn more about summer options;   
              Q&A with Ginny Conroy after her presentation

For more information about our unique one-to-one classes and 
summer programs, visit FusionSummerClass.com.

Fusion Alexandria
FusionAlexandria.com
703.535.3130
333 John Carlyle Street, 
Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314

PHOTO/JAMES CULLUM
Michael Levine, wearing a Minnesota Twins Baseball jacket, dons a ring his son gave him from the 2011 
World Series, when he was with the Texas Rangers. “Men live their lives through their sons,” he said.

Great Futures Begin Here

Change the world this year.  
Start with a child.
Boys & Girls Clubs of  
America believes each  
child deserves a chance  
to overcome obstacles  
and become the best  
person they can be.
You can offer a safe place  
with caring mentors where  
a child can learn, grow and  
reach their full potential.  
Make a lasting difference for 
                     a child. Please give 
                      a gift today. 

Visit:  www.bgcgw.org/clubs/dunbar-alexandria-olympic-branch

Change the world this year. 

sons,” he said. “I don’t like 
losing, but you can’t go crazy 
about it. Right now, Thad’s 
trying to get veteran leaders 
to work with young players to 
get them over the psychologi-
cal hump, because losing is 
part of the game, a part of life 
and you have to shake it off.”
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Nothing compares to a Miele,
especially at this price.

$899.*
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hite may still be the charming 

and traditional choice for a  

wedding dress, but colors from  

blush to black are making their 

way down the aisle in quick and 

bold fashion. Let your personality shine through 

in full color. Here are a few pros and cons to the 

most popular white-alternatives.
SEE BRIDAL | 16

The Alexandria Times 

To GO BOLD or  
AU NATURALE

W

       Spring BRIDES



16 | FEBRUARY 16, 2017 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

 
 BLUSH
 Blush is a term that has 
been used to describe many 
different colors, ranging from 
a golden champagne color to a 
deeper rose. Typically, blush-
colored dresses are a pale 
pink — as if your white dress 
were “blushing.”
 Pro: The color is subtle 
and soft. Wearing a blush 
dress can lend a romantic note 
to your celebration. While 
definitely not white, it also 
doesn’t rock the boat of tradi-
tion too much. 
 Con: It may not look great 
on everyone. Like red lipstick, 
you have to find your shade. 
Pick the right shade for your 
skin tone and the result is 
classic and romantic. Pick the 
wrong shade and you could 
look washed out or naked. 
Bringing a friend or family 
member with you — people 
you can count on being hon-
est and having your best inter-

ests at heart — is a great way 
to figure out what shades look 
better on you if you are unsure.  

BLACK
 Once reserved for funer-
als and boardrooms, black has 
made its way into the wedding 
industry in the past few years, 
and the results are stunning. 
 Pro: It’s bold, and it makes 
a clear statement. Brides have 
been wearing white since 
Queen Victoria brought it 
in vogue in 1840. Wearing 
white is a beautiful and classic 
choice, and one that guests ex-
pect. Choosing white’s antith-
esis is not only a completely 
vintage choice (before Queen 
Victoria, brides always wore 
color), but unexpected. If you 
are looking for a “wow” factor, 
black will certainly deliver. 
 Con: While fashion has 
brought us a long way, there 
are still some who consider 
black to be a color of mourn-
ing, and you might have invit-
ed such people to your wed-

ding. The key to overcoming 
this obstacle is not caring. If 
you feel beautiful, then you 
will be stunning.

BLUE
 From pale silver to dark 
midnight, blue is a unique op-

tion that can both surprise and 
delight your guests. 
 Pro: Your “something blue” 
is covered. Blue also lends a 
certain fairytale quality to 
weddings. Cinderella, anyone?
 Con: There is the poten-
tial that it will look more like 

prom and less like your wed-
ding day. The style of your 
dress is key. Consider imple-
menting less sparkle on the 
dress and letting the beautiful 
color stand on its own.  If you 
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The tones of your wedding 
gown can lend themselves 
to wonderful combinations 
with bridesmaid’s dresses 
if you think outside the box.
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Contact Amanda at 
703-765-5950 x150 or 

hollinhallevents@gmail.com
WWW.HOLLINHALLWEDDINGS.COM

FACEBOOK: HOLLIN HALL WEDDINGS

HOLLIN HALL

A Historic 
Wedding Venue 
in Alexandria

We off er garden ceremonies and two beautiful 
indoor reception areas for up to 150 people.

DIY Bridal Makeup Class

Event Location:
Sa-Sah Salon

604  S. Washington St
Alexandria, VA

Reserve your seat, space is limited!
womeningear.com or (571) 403-1240

Sponsored by Sa-Sah Salon, Women in Gear: School of Makeup Artistry, KG_MUA Photography & Global Bridal Gallery

April 22, May 27, June 24, July 22

Class Instructors
Toni � omas & Keisha Garrett

3104 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703.370.8922

Tues - Wed 11-7  •  Thurs 11-8 
 Fri 11-5  •  Sat 10-5  •  Sun - Mon Closed

www.KatherinesBridalBoutique.com

240.493.4502  | www.houseofjonleiatelier.com 

Special Event Pricing During Show

 **Appointments Required**

Trunk Show
PAULA VARSALONA

March 11th – 12th
House of JonLei Atelier

PAULA VARSALONA

Trunk ShowTrunk Show
March 11th – 12th
House of JonLei Atelier
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CONCERN: WEAK AND 
SLOW-GROWING NAILS
TRY: MILK AND 
LEMON JUICE
 Soaking your nails in this 
mixture for 10 or so minutes 
will help promote strong and 

healthy nails. You should 
start to notice a difference 
after a couple of treatments. 
Really want to pamper your 
hands? Follow up by massag-
ing a natural oil, such as ol-
ive or coconut, into your nail 

beds to soften cuticles and 
the surrounding skin.
 As you prepare for the 
big day, consider some gown 
colors and natural beauty 
tips to look particularly 
stunning.

CONTACT TERRY KING at tking@hiltonalexandriamc.com
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR 2017/2018 OFFERS.

PHONE: 703-845-1010 • WEBSITE: ALEXANDRIA.HILTON.COM

HILTON ALEXANDRIA MARK CENTER

Your Special Occasion
 is our Main Event!  

For additional information

visit Rental & Private Events at 

www.historicalexandria.org

or call  703-746-4705/4554

MAKE YOUR SPECIAL DAY HISTORIC AT THE Lloyd House
still crave a bit of glitter, wear 
a jeweled headpiece or shoes. 
Want to incorporate color 
in your attire in more subtle 
ways? Wear a sash around 
your waist in a bold color that 
matches your flowers and de-
cor. Or wear colorful shoes 
and have your groom wear 
matching socks that you flash 
on the dance floor or when-
ever you sit down.

AU NATURALE
 Every bride wants to look 
her very best on her wedding 
day. While some elements of 
appearance are more control-
lable than others — such as 
hair and nails — achieving a 
clear and bright complexion is 
a much more formidable task. 
 Some of the best tools at 
your disposal exist not in your 
bathroom or high-end beauty 
counters but in your kitchen. 
Mother Nature, lovely as she is, 
has given us plenty to create a 
pre-wedding beauty regimen.

CONCERN:  
DRY AND DULL HAIR
TRY: OLIVE OIL
 Use olive oil in place of 
your conditioner after using 
your usual shampoo. It is sim-

ple as that. Olive oil is packed 
with great fatty acids that 
nourish and moisturize your 
locks. Looking for a deep con-
ditioning treatment? Instead of 
rinsing out right away, apply 
and wrap your hair in a towel 
for 15 minutes, then rinse. 

CONCERN:  
UNEVEN SKIN TONE
TRY: COCONUT OIL
 The great thing about 
this treatment is that it 
triple-tasks as makeup re-
mover, cleanser and moistur-
izer. Best done at night, rub 
roughly a tablespoon of co-
conut oil all over your face, 
massaging the skin for sev-
eral minutes. Remove with a 
warm, damp washcloth first 
by holding the cloth to your 
face and allowing the steam 
to open your pores, and then 
slowly massaging the oil off. 
Rinse the cloth as needed. 

CONCERN: PUFFY EYES
TRY: TEA BAGS
 Soak two tea bags in warm 
water before chilling in the re-
frigerator for about 10 minutes. 
Place each tea bag over one eye 
and let rest for five minutes. 
The caffeine in the tea will re-
duce most swelling for a dra-
matic, immediate difference. 

BRIDAL              FROM | 16

If you want to look your best for your wedding day, consider a number 
of natural options to treat your hair or face.
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the Region’s

  best wedding 

   professionals 

Sunday • February 19, 2017 • 11AM – 4PM

7th Annual The Area’s Largest
Bridal Show

EXIT 130B  •  I -95

Admission:
$12 At Door
$10 Online 

www.bigdaybridalshow.com

Discounts 
for the Bride 

available 

Thousands
in 

Giveaways

See the 
Latest 

Trends in 
Weddings

Fashion Show

Carlyle House

703-549-2997 | carlylerentals@nvrpa.org 
www.novaparks.com

121 N. Fairfax Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

THE PERFECT SETTING FOR YOUR CEREMONY OR RECEPTION

M. Harris Studios

Subtle enhancements to
make the Bridal Party SHINE

Photo facials & peels
Botox Party of six - 

Bride Fre e
 Lose inches  in  25 minutes

(Call to fi nd out how)

POSH Med Spa!
516 1/2 Oronoco St., Alexandria, VA  22314

www.poshmedspa.com  |  703.535.6700

There is still time to advertise in the 3/17 issue 

Alexandria Times BRIDAL DIRECTORY
Contact sales@alextimes.com or 703-739-0001
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www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 

development at National Harbor, 
and then you see a $1.3 billion 
development in Prince George’s 
County, which Alexandria can 
see from its waterfront.
 “Then you have the District 
of Columbia, and as you drive 

up I-395 the extraordinary 
amount of development oc-
curring along their southwest 
waterfront, and that is going to 
be a world class attraction.”
 To that end, the chamber, 
under Hardwick’s leadership, 
has begun its Tomorrow’s Al-
exandria initiative, which is 

a series of conversations fo-
cused on the future of the city. 
Next week’s meeting, slated 
for February 22, will include 
a discussion on the proposed 
King Street Business Im-
provement District and the po-
tential for expansion of broad-
band Internet in the city.

NESTLE               FROM | 9

Unanimous approval 
follows cost increase on 
construction, tax credit 
uncertainty
BY JAMES CULLUM

 City councilors unanimous-
ly agreed Tuesday to increase 
its loan to the Alexandria Re-
development and Housing Au-
thority for the Ramsey Homes 
redevelopment project from 
$1.1 million to $2 million.
 In a letter to council, ARHA 
officials cited increased mate-
rial and labor costs associated 
with the fact that the project 
was delayed a year in applying 
for federal low income housing 
tax credits, a dramatic increase 
in the property’s value as well 
as uncertainty because of the 
potential for tax reform efforts 
on the federal level.
 In the plan approved by 
council last year, the four ex-
isting buildings, which were 
constructed during World 
War II to house black defense 
workers and currently house 
15 affordable units, would be 
demolished to make way for a 
four-story building containing 
52 mixed-income units.
 ARHA president and CEO 
Roy Priest did not come to coun-
cil chambers empty-handed. He 
presented councilors with a $5.9 
million check as payment to-
ward an $18.5 million loan from 
the city. So far, ARHA has re-
paid $14.5 million and $1.9 mil-
lion in interest. 
 “I appreciate your efforts,” 
Priest told officials. “And I look 

forward to our future together 
providing affordable housing for 
the residents of our city.”
 Signals of animosity be-
tween council, the public and 
ARHA staff over the Ramsay 
Homes redevelopment seemed 
nonexistent, a far cry from 
when the project was first con-
sidered last February.
 After a heated debate over 
whether to preserve some of 
the original buildings and con-
cerns about ARHA’s transpar-
ency, city councilors denied 
the project, only to reverse 
that decision just days later 
and come up with a joint plan 
to improve communication be-
tween the bodies.
 Although council initially 
requested a plan to save one of 
the buildings, eventually coun-
cilors unanimously approved 
the project last November.
 “I certainly appreciate all of 
your hard work, and everyone 
on your staff,” said Mayor Al-
lison Silberberg. “Affordable 
housing is so critical for our 
city. … I think that your staff 
and our staffs are working so 
well together is a great sign.”
 Daniel Bauman, chairman of 
the ARHA board of directors, 
echoed Silberberg’s comments.
 “We see tremendous value 
in the partnership that we have 
with the city that has served our 
residents over the last decades,” 
he said. “We are definitely see-
ing a great deal of collabora-
tion and cooperation between 
ARHA staff and city staff.”

City council increases ARHA 
loan for Ramsey Homes
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HOMES
‘THE GIN GAME’ MetroStage’s latest production 
features the self-examinationof character by two of 
this area’s finest actors who bring their “A” game to 
the roles.

24ARTS 22 CALENDAR
EXCELLENT EVENTS FOR EVERYONE 
Don’t let the unseasonably warm weather go to 
waste. Check out the multitude of fun happen-
ings across the city.

23
AN EVOLUTION AND A REVOLUTION 
Kitchenware just got a heck of a lot hotter, ergo-
nomic and high functioning.

FEBRUARY 16, 2017  

 BY DENISE DUNBAR

 When I was diagnosed with 
coronary artery disease a few 
years ago, my cardiologist put 
me on a statin to control cho-
lesterol. In an effort to keep 
the statin dosage as low as 
possible, I decided to seek out 
additional ways to manage the 
disease.
 After Internet research and 
consultations with a nutrition-
ist and a homeopathic doc-
tor, I settled on the following 
regimen: fish oil supplements 
to increase the good HDL 
cholesterol; daily Co-Q-10 
supplements to offset statin 
side effects; more exercise; a 
pomegranate-based, all-fruit 
juice to provide resveratrol 
and increase levels of inflam-
mation-fighting PON 1, and a 
daily bowl of oatmeal to flush 
out the bad LDL cholesterol.
 This routine was fine — 
except for the oatmeal part. 

I soon found myself gagging 
over my breakfast, even after 
trying to vary it with differ-
ent fruits and spices. So, I 
started experimenting with 
versions of baked oatmeal 
and granola bars. 
 After a lot of trial and error, 
I settled on this oatmeal bar rec-
ipe. I make it with as little sugar 
as palatable — it’s a breakfast 
health food, not a dessert — 
and vary it by season. Instead 
of berries, I use peaches in the 
summer, apples and cinnamon 
or pears, nutmeg and cloves in 
the fall, a tropical version with 
papaya and banana, and so on. 
The possibilities are endless. 
Just be sure and cut the fruit into 
pea-sized bits and grind nuts if 
you add them.
 I find this is much easier to 
eat day in and day out than a 
bowl of oatmeal, and it has the 
added benefit of being a grab-
and-go breakfast. 

Oatmeal  
breakfast 
bars with 
blueberries

RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

Ingredients
3 cups old fashioned oats
1/2 cup flour
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup packed brown sugar
1 3/4 cups boiling water
1 tablespoon canola oil
3/4 cup blueberries and 
raspberry pieces

Instructions:
1.  Stir together the oats, flour, 

baking power and salt in a 
large mixing bowl. Spread 
brown sugar on top and pour 
boiling water over it. Stir un-
til sugar is dissolved.

2.  Stir in the oil and chopped 
fruit. Pour into a greased 9x9-
inch pan and bake at 375 de-

grees for 30 minutes. You may 
vary the bake time slightly to 
get the consistency you like.

3.  Let cool slightly and cut into 16 
pieces. Two bars make a good 
breakfast. If refrigerated, they 
will last a week, just microwave 
for 20 seconds before eating.

The writer is the publisher of 
the Alexandria Times.

Heart healthy oatmeal made palatable
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Card game forces pair to deal 
with emotions

MetroStage’s superb ‘The 
Gin Game’ production will 
force self-examination
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

 At first blush, “The Gin 
Game” appears to be a love 
story about two elderly retir-
ees who meet at the dilapi-
dated Bentley Nursing Home 
where they have gone to live 
out their remaining days. But 
playwright and Baltimore na-
tive D. L. Coburn had some-
thing deeper in mind: a story 
that bares the soul and makes 
us reflect on how without 
warning, and just as we 
thought we had established a 
secure place in the world, life 
can throw us a curveball.  
 Director Thomas W. Jones 
has cast two seasoned actors, 
Roz White and Doug Brown, 

who together keep us on the 
edge of our seats with their 
subtle and riveting develop-
ment of these complex char-
acters in this MetroStage pro-
duction.
 Fonsia Dorsey and Weller 
Martin, relative newcomers 
to the home, begin a friend-
ship of mutual admiration 
and a dollop of f lirtation 
tossed in for good measure. 
Weller presents himself as a 
courtly gentleman and suc-
cessful businessman eager to 
gain the approval of the prim 
and proper Fonsia. They soon 
bond over their mutual loath-
ing of the staff, their exes and 
the other residents, who they 
superciliously agree are fee-
ble-minded codgers. 
 After some polite conver-

sation, Weller suggests they 
play his favorite card game, 
“Hollywood” Gin. Over a 
series of games, he patiently 
teaches Fonsia how to hold 
her cards (close to the vest) 
and schools her in the rules 
and the scoring system. But 
he is no Henry Higgins, and 
she will not be his Eliza.
 As the unlikely couple be-
gin to shed their social masks 
with each hand of cards, they 
reveal more of themselves. 
Martin hates the home’s orga-
nized entertainment and the 
way the staff infantilizes the 
residents, and Dorsey is lone-
ly, imprisoned by her fears 
and brokenhearted. When 
she continues to defeat him 
with every hand she’s dealt, 
all social niceties f ly out the 

window and Martin becomes 
enraged. He calls it luck that 
she consistently has winning 
hands, and even claims there 
are spirits at work until final-
ly he accuses her of throwing 
the game. 
 Determined to win a hand 
and preserve his ego, he begs 
her to keep playing, manipu-
lating her through f lattery 
and apologizes for his blas-
phemous outbursts. “Now, if 
I win, don’t shout at me,” she 
implores. By the time a mere 
week has passed, she has be-
gun to echo his demeaning 
behavior and they charge full 
throttle at each other’s de-
fenses, until the gloves are 
off and they go straight for 
the jugular.
 “The Gin Game” is a psy-

chological exercise meant to 
hold a mirror up to our faults 
and frailties while shedding 
light on the challenges of ag-
ing, loneliness and the un-
certainty of a future without 
friends or family. It asks us 
to take responsibility for the 
emotional damage we inf lict 
on those closest to us and to 
recognize that our resulting 
pain is the ref lection of our 
actions.
 This play comes highly 
recommended for its superb 
performances by two of the 
finest actors in our area.

Through March 12 at  
MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal 
St., Alexandria, VA 22314.  

For tickets and information 
visit www.metrostage.org.

PHOTOS/CHRIS BANKS
Roz White and Doug Brown star in 
MetroStage’s production of “The Gin 
Game,” which brings together two el-
derly retirees at a nursing home. As 
the pair play repeated games of cards, 
numerous issues in their relationship 
bubble to the surface.



February 18

BIRTHNIGHT BANQUET AND 
BALL Set in the year 1799, enjoy 
the recreation of this famous cel-
ebration of George Washington’s 
birthday. The evening includes an 
18th-century banquet, English 
country dancing, dessert collation, 
character re-enactors and General 
and Mrs. George Washington. 
Period costume optional, “after-
five” attire encouraged. Admission 
starts at $125 per person.
Time: 5:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

SWEET AS SIN: THE UN-
WRAPPED STORY OF HOW 
CANDY BECAME AMERICA’S 
FAVORITE PLEASURE Author 
and historian Susan Benjamin 
discusses candy’s incredible 
history, moving from its origins up 
to the modern era of mass-pro-
duction. The story of candy is also 
intertwined with African-American 
history via the sugar cane industry 
— infamous for its widespread 
use of enslaved labor and horrific 
working conditions. Benjamin 
further relates the abolitionist 
movement’s efforts to undermine 
sugar cane production and candy’s 
use as both a medicine and a treat 
during the Civil War.
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

February 18 and 19

PRESIDENTS DAY WEEKEND 
CELEBRATION Join George and 
Martha Washington for breakfast, 
mingle with costumed characters, 
take part in an 18th-century danc-
ing demonstration, hear free sto-

ries while enjoying birthday cake.
Time: All day
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000

February 19

WONDERS OF SCIENCE The 
program includes a tour of the 
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum and hands-on dem-
onstrations of the scientific 
interests of George Washington, 
including period medicine, inven-
tions, and espionage. Tickets 
cost $6 per person.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/apothecary

PATRONS’ SHOW In the biggest 
The Art League event of the year, 
attendees select original artwork 
donated by Torpedo Factory 
Artists and Art League faculty. 
Tickets available.
Time: 4 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Arts 
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: gallery@
theartleague.org

February 20

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
BIRTHDAY PARADE The na-
tion’s largest George Washington 
Birthday parade marches a one-
mile route through the streets 
of Old Town. With nearly 3,500 
participants, this community 
parade honors one of the Alexan-
dria’s favorite sons. This year’s 
grand marshal is retired Police 
Chief Earl Cook, joined by special 
guest Shakur Stevenson, Olympic 
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Key For Two                                                                2/25 - 3/18

Harriet is a divorcee with financial 
woes, when she takes control by 
entertaining — and collecting rent — 
from two gentlemen. To keep things 
straight becomes a real  
challenge. Her carefully 
calculated scheme falls 
to pieces when Harriet’s 
men and their irate wives 
descend on her flat. This 
classic British farce will 
have you laughing in 
your seat with hilarious 
outcomes!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Coming soon

boxing silver medal winner.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: 703-829-6640 or 
www.washingtonbirthday.net

February 22

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
AMERICA’S FOREMOST 
ENTREPRENEUR Using George 
Washington’s extensive but often 
overlooked financial papers, 
Edward G. Lengel, chief historian 
of the White House Historical As-
sociation, chronicles the fascinat-
ing and inspiring story of how this 
self-educated man built the Mount 
Vernon estate into a vast, multi-
layered enterprise and prudently 
managed meager resources to win 
the war of independence.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

February 23

LECTURE: MARCHING ON 
ITS STOMACH Why did the 
South — the preeminent agricul-
tural region of the nation in 1860 
— suffer from hunger during the 
Civil War? How did the North with 
its much larger urban popula-
tion and smaller (proportion-
ally) number of farmers feed its 
armies and civilians abundantly 
throughout the war and still 
export massive agricultural sur-
pluses to Europe? What role did 
food play in the outcome of the 
Civil War, and how did American 
food change as a result of the 
war? Andrew F. Smith, a food his-
tory professor at the New School 
University in New York City, will 
discuss these topics and more.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 

Washington St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

February 24

CENTER FOR ALEXANDRIA’S 
CHILDREN GALA — HATS 
OFF! Celebrate special award-
ees former Commonwealth’s 
Attorney S. Randolph Sengel and 
ACT for Alexandria, alongside 
countless community members 
who have made the Center for 
Alexandria’s Children’s past 10 
years of service possible. The 
festivities include live music, 
open bar and other fun with 
friends to help child abuse 
victims and vulnerable families in 
the city. Tickets start at $150.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Hilton Old Town,  
1767 King St.
Information: 703-746-6043, 
www.centerforalexandriaschil-
dren.org or danielle.johnson@
alexandriava.gov

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
CONCERT Director of music John 
McCrary will conduct the Blessed 
Sacrament Festival Chorus and 
Orchestra with soprano Michelle 
Kunz, alto Sally Monson, tenor Phil 
Pickens, bass Joshua Hong in a 
performance of Arthur Sullivan’s 
sacred oratorio “The Prodigal Son.” 
The concert is free but donations 
to support the concerts given at 
Blessed Sacrament are welcome.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Brad-
dock Road
Information: jmccrary@blessed-
sacramentcc.org or 703-998-
6100 x103

February 25

CIVIL WAR WINTER DRILL 
DAY Reenactors from the 3rd 
U.S. Regular Infantry, Company 
K, will interpret the military life 
of the Union soldier. Members 
will present drill demonstrations, 
explain the unit’s uniform and 
equipment and talk about the 
popular field of Civil War reenact-
ing. The program is free with no 
advance registration required.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Park Mu-
seum, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/fortward

GEORGE WASHINGTON SYM-
POSIUM The theme of the 2017 
George Washington Symposium is 
George Washington and the North-
ern Virginia Frontier, 1732 to 1775, 
as part of the memorial’s celebra-
tion of Washington’s birthday. The 
George Washington Symposium 
is held annually on Washington’s 
birthday to provide the public 
with enlightening contemporary 
research on the life of George 
Washington. Mark Tabbert, the 
memorial’s director of collections, 
serves as the symposium’s master 
of ceremonies. Admission is free, 
and free parking is available.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive
Information: http://bit.
ly/101callahan

ANNUAL BIRTHDAY GALA  
A black tie celebration of George 
Washington’s birthday. The evening 
will also include the presentation of 
the George Washington Memo-
rial Award. Tickets cost $125 per 
person, reservations required.

SEE CALENDAR  | 29
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Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 10% off  

if the work is performed now through March 31st 2017.
703-684-7702

10%
Winter Painting 

 Alexandria Living Legend 
Charles ‘Tony’ Gee and his 
wife Jean are ready to travel. 
They have made 830 Oronoco 
Street their home for over 35 
years, and have now decided to 
give someone else the oppor-
tunity to make it their own.
 Walk, bike or take the Met-
ro from this convenient set-
ting. The home is centrally lo-
cated at the corner of Oronoco 
and Alfred streets, just four 
blocks north of King Street 
and eight blocks west of the 
Potomac River. 
 Old Town has been rated 
a Walker’s Paradise, with a 

score of 94 out of 100, by www.
walkscore.com. You will enjoy 
walking to the farmers’ market, 
shopping, eateries and enter-
tainment on King Street, or tak-
ing your pet for a walk at one of 
the beautiful nearby city parks. 
As a perk, you are close to the 
Braddock Road Metro Station, 
which makes commuting into 
D.C. for work or its nightlife as 
easy as can be.
 The possibilities for this 
home are limited only by your 
imagination. Three bedrooms 
and two bathrooms on the up-
per level, bright windows in a 
huge sunny kitchen, a separate 

dining room, spacious living 
room with high ceiling, a fam-
ily room that opens to outdoor 
space and a two-car detached 
garage all make this home at-
tractive to transform it into your 
dream home. The 20 feet by 20 
feet space above the garage can 
easily be finished as an office or 
for extra storage.  
 Call Jane Wilson at Berk-
shire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices PenFed Realty, and 
schedule an appointment to-
day for your personal tour 
of the home. Don’t miss this 
chance to live in and love Old 
Town Alexandria.

At a Glance:
Location: 830 Oronoco St.,  
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Price: $1,100,000
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2
Square footage: 2,324

Year Built: 1870, 1992 renovation
Contact: Jane Wilson,  
Berkshire Hathaway  
HomeServices PenFed Realty,  
703-836-1464,  
703-772-3039, 
jane.wilson@penfedrealty.com

Enjoy Old Town living in this conveniently-
located home

HOME OF THE WEEK

Next-gen technology is 
ready to cook
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

 There is a shift in the 
kitchen landscape, and most 
of it is seasoned with modern 
style — if not in form, then in 
function. Cleaner lines in cabi-
netry and more streamlined 
hardware and appliances have 
been trending, but what’s re-
ally making a huge impact is 
what is under the hood.
 Most striking has been the 
impact of technology. In terms 
of mechanics, new hardware al-

lows touch-to-open, soft close 
and easy slide drawers, as well 
as activate the universal “Internet 
of Things,” which now allows us 
to communicate with our appli-
ances by smartphone and even 
utilize personal assistants such as 
Amazon Echo’s Alexa.
 More than ever, manufac-
turers are thinking about what 
makes cooking, cooling, wash-
ing and prep better and more 
efficient. Add to that specialty 
niches, like built-in coffeemak-
ers that handle barista-quality 
lattes or macchiatos and even 

wine coolers. Or nugget ice 
makers that deliver that popu-
lar, chewable crushed ice. Vi-
king has a new one that even 
can be used outdoors; and U-
Line’s (debuting later this year) 
requires no drain.
 Part of the thinking here has 
to do with providing more op-
tions for customization, while 
continuing to provide pro looks 
and functionality that consum-
ers like. To that end, one new 
buzzword: column refrigeration. 

PHOTOS/JANE WILSON

This home has a welcoming living room (bottom) full of light and with 
plenty of living and entertaining space. The property is situated at 
the corner of Oronoco and North Alfred streets, with plenty of oppor-
tunities to shape it to your liking.

A revolution in appliances
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Thermador’s 60-inch Pro Grand six-burner Steam Range features a 36-
inch gas convection oven as well as a 30-inch steam-convection oven 
and warming drawer. On the surface, a choice between 12-inch profes-
sional grill alongside 12-inch griddle or a 24-inch dual-zone griddle.

PHOTO/THERMADOR

Discount



Custom Design
• Kitchens 
• Bathrooms
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uct from Caesarstone called 
TRANSFORM is what is billed 
as the first 13-millimeter quartz 
overlay surface. It allows fit-
ting over existing countertops, 
a big saver of both time and 
money. The product is low-
maintenance, scratch-, stain- 
and heat-resistant, and comes 
with a lifetime warranty. More 
than ever, the scope of available 
finish options is mind-boggling 
— from wood-grain looks, 
including laminates like For-
mica’s oak herringbone veneer, 
to materials such as leather 
and even porcelain tiles, which 
themselves offer a range from 
stylish shagreen to geometrics 
to metallic mixes and even 3-D.
 As in other areas of the 
home, warm metallics have 
been trending. So we’re still see-
ing brass, sometimes with sheen 
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In recent years, fridges have per-
haps gotten fancier, with French-
style double doors, drawers and 
even cameras inside to record 
what’s there so you can have a 
virtual grocery list at the super-
market. 
 Now there are built-in options 
for 18, 24, 30 and 36-inch-wide 
versions of all refrigerators and 
all freezers. This allows config-
uring to your needs. But there 
are also side-by-side and even 
triple alignments. Dacor’s newest 
Modernist series has an all stain-
less interior, three-sided tunnel 
LED lighting and auto-open 
doors, and is equipped with a 
camera that snaps and shares via 
mobile phone what’s inside every 
time you open the door. 
 It’s a similar story with cook-
tops and ranges, with many 
commercial features now avail-
able for the home, combined 
energy-delivery systems like 
gas and electric, and even prod-
ucts designed for multiple styles 
of cooking. Thermador’s new 
60-inch Pro Grand range offers 
side-by-side ovens, including 
one 36-inch convection and one 
30-inch steam/convection, as 
well as a warming drawer.
 And although induction 
cooktops have intrigued and 
are raved about by chefs, they 
have been slower to catch on, 
perhaps because of price. But 
some feel that once prices come 
down, the segment will take 
off. Frigidaire’s new induction 
cooktop hits a price point of less 
than $1,000.
 Frigidaire also is banking on 
black, which seems to be gaining 
traction. “It’s the first time black 
stainless steel is in our prod-
uct line,” says Frigidaire brand 
spokesman John Weinstock. “We 
really think it’s the next look.”
 “It’s both sophisticated and 
handsome, and it will up the 
ante in any kitchen,” says de-
signer Nate Berkus, who devel-
oped a black stainless collection 
with LG Studio. “I’ve always be-
lieved that a kitchen should feel 
timeless, using classic materials 
and design elements that will 

look good today and in 10 years’ 
time.” Berkus adds that he feels 
the black stainless is elegant. 
 The beauty of many of the 
new finishes is that they’re 
smudge-proof, which has been 
an issue with untreated stainless 
steel. Black matte has a particu-
lar appeal — in faucets, cabinets 
and surfaces as well. The Cana-
dian manufacturer Miralis intro-
duced a true matte black surface 
that is not only smudge-proof, 
but antimicrobial as well.
 At the recent Kitchen and 
Bath Show in Orlando, many 
stone and quartz manufacturers 
offer the same looks in two fin-
ishes — honed and glossy.
 Quartz and now porcelain, 
which come in slabs, and stone 
lookalikes have pretty much 
supplanted granite as a go-to 
counter. One innovative prod-
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and sometimes burnished, and 
a little bit of rose gold. There 
seems to be more of a comfort 
level mixing metals as well. So 
faucets, appliances and hard-
ware don’t all have to match up.
 Black does seem to be strik-
ing a chord, and one of the most 
striking combinations recently 
debuted was a black and gold 
chic contemporary model, part 
of the Litze collection at Brizo. 
 The pull-down, commer-

cial-style faucet is ubiquitous, 
distinguished by finish, motion 
tech (touch-free) and a variety 
of sprays. One at Delta creates 
a perfect bubble. Kohler has a 
three-spray option — one for 
fragile fruits and veggies, one 
for heavy-duty cleaning and 
one for filling pots. 
 Many hardware manufac-
turers are featuring a full range 
of metal choices for each col-
lection, with both matte and 
shiny choices available. You’ll 
also find elongated pulls, 
which seem more modern 
than knobs. This larger scale, 
whether chunky or skinny, is 
better suited to the proportions 
of taller cabinets and longer 
drawers — a trend we’re see-
ing from Europe
 And Grohe adds fun to its 
line of faucets with a wardrobe 
of silicone sleeves for a pop of 
color.
 Cabinetry still is popular in 
gray tones that range to warm 
brown — stained, grains, 
painted. Walnut is emerging as 
a new favorite; so is horizontal 
planking — smooth or rough 
for more rustic looks. Modern 
styles are so significant that 
more traditional manufactur-
ers are wading in to answer 
growing demand, including 
Wellborn, which introduced 
a frameless collection called 
Aspire.
 Open shelving is offering 
visual relief to rows of cabinets, 
either in floating planks (wood 
or stone) or those supported 
with decorative brackets. Is-
lands also float, or they get sup-
port from a pair of front legs, a 
welcome lightening up of the 
familiar monolithic form. And 
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Monogram’s column refrigerators blend seamlessly into cabinetry, with flush installation. They are 
perfect for retrofitting two into a traditional 48- or 42-inch space.
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Our View
Is a guest room a hotel, and 
should it be treated as such?
 Innovation is both the American way and a major driver of our coun-
try’s economy. Technology giants like Microsoft, Apple and Facebook 
were hatched by young visionaries who created revolutionary new prod-
ucts. Our world would be very different without their contributions.
 In the past 10 years, two new companies have caused revolutions in 
the way we travel — Uber and Airbnb. As a result, consumers have more 
and cheaper options of where to stay and how to get there, but traditional 
and brick-and-mortar operations like local taxi companies and hotels 
have suffered from the new competition.
 Local governments have also wrestled with how to regulate and tax 
these entrepreneurial entities, with which anyone with a decent car or a 
spare room can make money.
 A bipartisan bill currently making its way through the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly attempts to address the equity issues surrounding Airbnb 
rentals. We generally support the legislation, introduced by Senate Ma-
jority Leader Tommy Norment (R-3), though we have reservations about 
some parts of the bill as passed by the state Senate.
 Key provisions in the bill, which were also part of the legislative package 
advocated by Alexandria’s all-Democratic Richmond delegation, would re-
quire Airbnb hosts to register with their local government, pay the same 
room tax rates as local hotels and comply with local zoning ordinances.
 Requiring registration and taxation is necessary not just for Airbnb 
hosts, but for food trucks, Uber drivers and any entity that wants to do 
business in Alexandria — particularly if they compete with established 
businesses that have gone through the city’s traditional zoning and build-
ing permit process.
 In addition, it makes sense to require that, for instance, food trucks 
comply with the city’s food safety regulations or Airbnb hosts meet basic 
fire and safety regulations.
 But at the same time, over-regulation would quash the entrepreneurial 
spirit behind Airbnb. Someone who rents a room in their house is not 
operating a hotel, and they shouldn’t be required to comply with every 
regulation that a full-blown hotel does. Once government enters into reg-
ulating something, it often goes too far.
 In addition, we are opposed to the provision in the bill that passed the 
state Senate, introduced by Sen. William Stanley (R-20), requiring that 
Airbnb hosts get their neighbors’ approval before renting out their rooms, 
for several reasons.
 First, such a requirement is an affront to the principle of private prop-
erty. We don’t need our neighbors’ permission for what goes on within 
our own homes.
 Second, allowing one neighbor to hold such sway over another har-
kens back to several noxious ordinances already on Alexandria’s books, 
such as the three-day parking rule that is primarily enforced when some-
one is ratted out by a neighbor.
 Finally, residents already have the ability to seek redress for noise 
or safety concerns in Alexandria’s existing city code. We don’t need an 
Airbnb-specific regulation to address those concerns.
 There are several ways to address the “is it a hotel or isn’t it” question, 
particularly since some people seem to be buying properties with the sole 
intention of using them for short-term rentals.
 For instance, if an entire home is on the short-term rental market for 
more than half of any calendar year, it could be subject to all regulations 
that traditional hotels face. Or localities could simply disallow such proper-
ties to be rented out in total more than three or four months out of the year.
 On balance, the approximately 375 regular Airbnb listings within Al-
exandria are meeting an economic need in the city. We should tax and 
register them, but not regulate them out of business.

To the editor:
 “This is about our 
neighborhood, and an op-
portunity to say to anyone 
new to the area, whether 
you are black, brown, rich, 
poor, anything, we want 
you at Jefferson-Hous-
ton,” Alexandria City 
School Board member 
Bill Campbell said dur-
ing the body’s discussions 
on redistricting Alexan-
dria City Public Schools 
(“School board approves 
redistricted boundaries,” 
February 2). Finally, the 
school board is outed!
 According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s latest fig-
ures, Jefferson-Houston’s 
16th census tract is 31.4 
percent black and 8.3 per-
cent brown. The remaining 
anything, of which 54.8 

percent is white, is so po-
litically insignificant Mr. 
Campbell declines to ad-
equately account. 
 The phrase “white 
f light” took root in 1973. 
The central district’s an-
ti-busing stance was the 
topic back then. The cen-
tral district solved its 1999 
redistricting problem, in 
part by sending Douglas 
MacArthur Elementary 
School’s special educa-
tion students to Jefferson-
Houston. District B’s Mat-
thew Maury Elementary 
School also sent a class of 
developmentally delayed 
children to Jefferson-
Houston, while District 
C’s Patrick Henry sent a 
class of physically dis-
abled children. So it went 
for 17 years.    

 The school board 
had a chance to correct 
historical wrongs.  Yet 
Lyles-Crouch Traditional 
Academy, allegedly over-
crowded, surrendered 
none of its anything to the 
Jefferson-Houston cause. 
Its northwest boundary is 
within one block of Jeffer-
son-Houston. 
 Most middle class resi-
dents, black and white, 
have the capacity to pay 
for alternative schooling. 
Many lower income resi-
dents do not. None wish 
the dilemma.
 As one letter writer put 
it, the racial segregation of 
yesterday is the economic 
segregation of today. How 
sad!

- Charles Conway     
Alexandria

Your Views

Redistricting failed to reduce 
strain on Jefferson-Houston

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson
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To the editor:
 There is a reason the 
upcoming Presidents’ Day 
parade in Alexandria 
includes a picturesque 
stretch along Queen Street 
in the heart of Old Town.
 The colorful, neat rows 
of clapboard and brick 
200-year-old townhouses 
represent one of the most 
important historic neigh-
borhoods in our country. 
The larger Old and His-
toric District — the third 
oldest in our nation — is 
such a treasure that the 
city rightfully promotes 
this link to the beginnings 
of our nation to attract 
millions of visitors as part 
of a thriving tourist econ-
omy.

 But in recent years, 
we have become increas-
ingly concerned about an 
alarming fraying of this 
integral fabric of our com-
munity. There are now 
monuments to developers’ 
excesses across the histor-
ic district too numerous to 
detail here.
 Today, there is one 
such project that demands 
immediate attention and 
will be considered by city 
council on February 25.
 Along the very parade 
route where hundreds are 
expected to gather this 
Presidents’ Day, on the 
300 block of Queen Street 
sits one of four near-
identical colonial dwell-
ings that is slated for par-

tial demolition and total 
renovation. The proposal 
would tear down and con-
ceal parts of historic exte-
rior walls and unique roof 
systems that make this 
property a valued piece of 
Alexandria history.
 At the same time, the 
rear of the property at 
319 Queen St., is planned 
to be significantly trans-
formed in height and 
length into something re-
sembling a hulking Greek 
Revival that would loom 
over neighboring homes, 
permanently altering the 
look of the block and ruin-
ing the back story of these 
unique buildings, which 

Senior Corner
By Mary Belanich 

 Many of Virginia Hospital Cen-
ter’s programs and services exem-
plify its mission, “to be the best 
health system,” including the offer-
ings of the senior health department. 
 For more than 20 years, senior 
health department staff has been a 
resource to the community by pro-
viding education and outreach about 
healthy aging. The programs, infor-
mation and options can enable se-
niors to maintain independence and 
safety, both in their homes 
and in the community.
 Here’s a look at the 
programs offered:
 Philips Lifeline: Rec-
ognizing the value of — 
and need for —the Philips 
Lifeline Medical Alert Ser-
vice for vulnerable older 
adults, Virginia Hospital 
Center staff personally 
serves more than 1,000 individuals via 
the only hospital-based Lifeline pro-
gram in the Washington, D.C. area. 
Lifeline provides simple, fast access to 
help 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
In addition to the standard product, 
subscribers may also choose:
Auto Alert, which detects a fall and 
automatically calls for help 
Wireless options for those homes 
without a landline
GoSafe Mobile Help Button, which 
enables access to help both while at 
home and on the go
GoSafe has built-in fall detection 
and is the only mobile system with 
six advanced location technologies 
to help find the subscriber in an 
emergency.
 The Lifeline Assistance Fund 
covers 50 percent of the monthly 
subscription fee, and is available to 
at-risk community members who 
otherwise may not be able to afford 
the service.
 Walk-Fit: Virginia Hospital 
Center and Fashion Centre at Pen-
tagon City partner to host the inter-
generational Walk-Fit group. This 
mall-walking program originated 28 
years ago and continues to be free 
and open to the public.

 Walkers meet at the mall on Tues-
day and Thursday mornings at 8:30 
a.m. and complete laps along its top 
three levels. A cool-down stretch led 
by senior health department staff 
concludes each session.
 Healthy aging lecture series: 
This lecture series offers a free, 
monthly presentation during which 
medical specialists and other pro-
fessionals share their expertise on 
a variety of aging issues. Knowl-

edge of current healthcare 
trends and service options 
can help individuals age 
in their homes safely and 
confidently.
      Alzheimer’s and 
dementia caregiver 
support group: As the 
number of Alzheimer’s 
and Dementia diagnoses 
continues to grow at an 

unprecedented rate, the need for di-
rect caregivers to share and receive 
support also rises.
 For more than nine years, Vir-
ginia Hospital Center has offered 
a free, monthly caregiver support 
group. This program is facilitated 
by Jane Work, a former caregiver 
and Alzheimer’s Association board 
member and myself.
 We offer more than 20 years of 
personal experience and practical 
expertise to loved ones who are nav-
igating the uncertain, ever-changing 
and emotionally charged role of the 
family caregiver.
 Senior health exercise classes: 
Regular exercise is associated with 
many health benefits, including 
successful management of chronic 
medical conditions. Virginia Hospi-
tal Center provides a diverse selec-
tion of exercise classes that are sure 
to meet everyone’s needs.
 For more information on these and 
other senior health programs, please 
call 703-558-6859 or go to www.vir-
giniahospitalcenter.com/senior.

The writer is the manager of senior 
health at Virginia Hospital Center.

We must convert anti-hate 
protests into votes

This Presidents’ Day, take in the
history that is fast disappearing

To the editor:
 On Sunday afternoon, 
I gathered with members 
of Grassroots Alexandria, 
Delegate Mark Levine 
(D-45) and other activists 
to protest against Richard 
Spencer, a newcomer to 
Alexandria who is proud to 
assert his belief in “peace-
ful” white nationalism and 
“ethnic cleansing.”
 Our group, easily to-
taling more than 50 peo-
ple, protested peacefully 
for more than an hour at 
the intersection of King 
and Patrick streets.
 There was concern that 
bringing attention to him 
could help him advance 
his cause, but we need to 
say, “Not in our Alexan-
dria!” To make our point, 
our signs were aimed at 
promoting love, inclusion 
and justice, not hate.
 The recent presiden-
tial election has placed 
an ill-prepared man in 
the most powerful job 

on earth. He has brought 
with him into the White 
House divisive figures 
like Steve Bannon, Mike 
Flynn and Stephen Mill-
er. 
 One of his most despi-
cable supporters though 
is too hot to bring so 
close. That man is Rich-
ard Spencer and Alexan-
dria is about as close as 
he can get.
 Spencer is known for 
running a white national-
ist think tank called the 
National Policy Institute. 
And some of his support-
ers led an anti-Semitic 
harassment campaign in 
Whitefish, Mont., where 
he lived before moving to 
Alexandria.
 After Trump’s victory 
last November, Spencer 
led a now infamous “Hail 
Trump” cheer among his 
followers, and some used a 
Nazi salute while celebrat-
ing. Now, Spencer lives 
and works at 1001 King 

Street above a wonderful 
chocolate store that wants 
nothing to do with him. 
We refuse to ignore that.
 No matter what kind 
of message Spencer per-
petrates, we will continue 
to stand against him.
 Ultimately though, we 
must be primarily con-
cerned with the people in 
power. We must confront 
and conquer an adminis-
tration that omitted the fact 
that Jews were the targets of 
the Holocaust in its official 
statement on International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day and is aggressively 
targeting Muslims and La-
tinos.
 By coming together, 
speaking out, using the 
courts and voting this 
June, this November and 
in the elections to come, 
we will ultimately defeat 
their hate and restore the 
American dream.

- Paul A. Friedman
Alexandria
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Mary Belanich

Promoting healthy aging
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Weekly Poll
Last Week 
A man’s life was saved last week at the Braddock 
Road Metro station by bystanders who knew CPR. 
Do you know how to administer CPR?

This Week 
Do you support greater regulation of 
short-term rental services like Airbnb?
A. Yes. 
B. No. Take the poll at alextimes.com

he intense development of Del 
Ray as a streetcar suburb in the 
early years of the 20th century 

was aided by the mass production of 
building materials that could be pro-
duced elsewhere and shipped to almost 
any destination accessible by rail.
 Del Ray’s rapidly growing popu-
lation and close proximity to major 
rail lines made it a natural location 
for “pattern book” houses — dwell-
ings designed and pre-cut to exact 
plans and specifications in a far-off 
factory, then shipped and assembled 
at a distant site. Potential homebuyers 
simply selected a plan from a pattern 
book suiting their architectural taste, 
space needs and budget.
 Then they ordered the home di-
rect from the manufacturer, which 
often arranged favorable financing.
 Initially, pattern buildings were 
designed as small and portable, allow-
ing buyers to use them for a variety 
of purposes, such as a workshop or 
vacation cottage, as well as to erect 
and dismantle the structures as needs 
changed. But as their popularity grew, 
the size and uses of pattern structures 
came to compete with traditional 
building construction.

 In the decades before zoning and 
building codes, pattern book houses 
were generally of high quality and pur-
chasers could rely on the reputation of 
formidable national retailers, includ-
ing Sears, Roebuck and Co., Alladin 
Homes, and Mershon and Morley Co. 
 At the time, Mershon and Morley of 
Saginaw, Mich., was among the larg-
est hardware and lumber dealers in the 
United States. The company’s portable 
home business was just a small divi-
sion of its overall operations.
 Although Del Ray had a number 
of pattern book homes by 1930, the 
following year the community re-
ceived its first such church building: 
a Mershon and Morley Gold Bond 
Portable Chapel erected at 2707 De-
Witt Ave. After construction of the 
rusticated cement block foundation, 
the church was built in about one day 
— to the amazement of neighbors.
 Although sold as portable, the now 
permanent building still serves the 
faithful at its original location as the 
Emmanuel Temple Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church.

Out of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria.

Del Ray’s love of cookie-
cutter homes

are visible from North 
Royal Street.
 What is equally dis-
turbing is that city board 
created to protect Alex-
andria’s unique connec-
tion to history — the 
board of architectural 
review — approved it. 
Only one citizen board 
member, Christine Rob-
erts, voted against the 
out-of-context addition.
 Why? Because she 
was the only board 
member to say she went 
to the neighborhood — a 
mere two streets from 
City Hall — to investi-
gate and recognize the 
proposal’s impact on the 
historic neighborhood.
 The BAR, as a whole, 
did not discuss that fact 
that the development 
would negatively impact 
the historic North Royal 
streetscape. “Historic 
streetscape” and in-
creased density are both 
part of the city zoning 
ordinance and historic 
preservation guidelines.
 Among the most en-
lightening comments 
during the BAR hear-
ings on this project came 
from board member and 
architect John von Sen-
den.
 “Old Town is not a 

museum district,” von 
Senden said. Visit Alex-
andria begs to differ, as 
it promotes Old Town on 
the city’s website as “a 
museum without walls.’’
 The Historic Alexan-
dria Foundation thought 
enough of 319 Queen 
St.’s significance to affix 
a coveted plaque to its 
brick facade years ago. 
The foundation, the Old 
Town Civic Association 
and a strong coalition of 
neighbors have vigorous-
ly opposed this project.
  And city historians, 
like Charles Trozzo of 
the historic foundation 
and Michael Hobbs of 
the OTCA, reminded the 
BAR that the standard 
should not be how much 
can possibly be demol-
ished, but rather how 
much of our rich history 
can be saved.
 It’s questionable 
whether that standard 
has been consistently 
maintained, as Alexan-
dria’s history is gradual-
ly being replaced by fake 
facades of what used to 
be. We can end that.
 Join us at City Hall 
and tell city council to 
overturn the BAR’s ap-
proval of the 319 Queen 
Street project.

- Gebe Johnson
The Queen Street 

Coalition
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WHO CARES? 
WE DO.

Email comments, rants & raves to 
letters@ alextimes.com



Time: 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive
Information: www.washington-
birthday.net

THE WILL TO ADORN Folklor-
ist Diana Baird N’Diaye of the 
Smithsonian Center for Folklife 
and Cultural Heritage guides 
audiences through an exciting 
journey of discovery about how 
people make meaning through 
what they choose to wear, how 
they groom our hair and how they 
refashion and adorn our bodies.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Black History Mu-
seum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

February 28
HOMESCHOOL DAY: 17TH 
AND 18TH CENTURY MUSIC 
AND DANCE Enjoy a special 
interactive presentation of instru-
ments and dances from Colonial 
and early American music. Tick-
ets are $8 per child, adults free. 
Pre-registration is required.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

March 4
GENERATION TO GENERA-
TION GALA Senior Services of 
Alexandria’s Generation to Gen-
eration Gala. This year’s gala will 
recognize two Alexandria families 
for their long-term commitment 
to giving back to the Alexandria 
community: Jack Taylor and his 
son John Taylor, and The Charity 

Family—William Charity, Diane 
Marshall, Marjorie and Albert 
Burts and Kendra Gleaton.
Time: 6 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: Hilton Mark Center, 
5000 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414 
ext. 110 or www.seniorservice-
salex.org

GEOLOGY PROGRAM Local 
geologist and professor Joe Marx 
will join us for an interesting and 
informative lecture, followed by a 
foray into the Holmes Run Stream 
Valley Gorge to explore the exciting 
geologic history of the area.
Time: 12:45 to 4:45 p.m.
Location: Jerome “Buddie” Ford 
Nature Center, 5750 Sanger Ave.
Information: 703-746-5559

March 5
WOMEN’S HISTORY TOUR In 
honor of Women’s History Month, 
tours of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
will highlight the many roles women 
played in tavern life — from owners 
to enslaved workers and overnight 
guests to event participants.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

March 9
WOMEN’S HISTORY COM-
MUNITY MOBILE Work with 
Torpedo Factory Artists to make 
a portrait and contribute to the 
community mobile. Please bring 
a photo of a woman who inspired 
you. Admission is free.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N Union St.
Information: social@torpedofac-
toryartists.com

March 10
FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT Join 
your friends for Family Splash 
Night featuring Patrick Henry El-
ementary School. Enjoy swimming, 
beach ball and aqua basketball 
and a floating obstacle course. 
Pool safety tips and swimming 
skills assessments for youth. Light 
refreshments will be served.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park 
Recreation Center & Aquatics 
Facility, 3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5553

March 11
HER STORY: WOMEN IN 
ACTION FOR GIRL SCOUT DAI-
SIES AND BROWNIES Celebrate 
women and learn about issues 
important to women and girls in 
the community. Girl Scout Daisies, 
Brownies, and their accompanying 
adults will participate in hands-
on activities and add their own 
future goals to a timeline of Juliette 
Gordon Low’s story.  Participants 
will talk with a panel of current and 
former Girl Scouts and discover how 
scouting empowered them.
Time: 3 to 4:15 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

BEST BIB AND TUCKER BALL 
The Best Bib & Tucker Ball 2017: 
Cherry Blossom Ball. For a night 
of unforgettable reverie, join Doc 
Scantlin’s orchestra and the daz-
zling songstress Chou Chou for 
dancing and entertainment. Delight 
in koto music from Sachiko Smith, 
enjoy food, drink and a silent auc-
tion. Tickets cost $150 per person.
Time: 7 to 10:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystav-
ernmuseum.us
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IRON CODE #12

Website Design & Development

Hosting & Maintenance

Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

PHOTO/MONOGRAM 
A Monogram pizza oven is a modern addition to a kitchen that features gray cabinetry in two 
shades and a table-like island with shelves.

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

the island “table” is gaining traction, 
much in the spirit of the sexy red grill 
on castered legs that architect David 
Rockwell designed for Caliber, so that 
people could gather around. 
 As ease of use and smartphone con-
nections ramp up, some companies al-
ready are looking to kick it up a notch. 
London-based Moley this year launch-
es what it calls the first robotic kitchen, 
which will include an “iTunes style li-
brary of recipes.” On the demo video 
(www.moley.com), someone touches a 
digital screen, programs in Grandma’s 
spaghetti Bolognese, and you see a 
pair of white robotic arms doing all 
the work with ingredients set up at the 
stove. “It can mimic the skill and flair 
of a master chef” boasts the website. 
The hands even clean up. Bravo!
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ACROSS
1 Embargo
4 Some farm young ‘uns
9 Immersed in
13 Apple variety or fancy party
17  ___-Wan Kenobi
18 Culinary aficionado
19 Citadel student
21 Soon, to a bard
22 “OK class, ‘on’ words, go!”
26 Things derived from construction 
   paper
27 Antique auto or English county
28 Little “I think I can, I think I can” 
   utterer
29 Old anesthetic
30 Caesar’s worst day
31  Box office take
33 Some Greek consonants
36 Mythical one who flew too near
   the sun
39 Expensive cracker spread
43 Hopi Indian doll
46 “OK class, ‘ar’ words, go!”
48 Aria, e.g.
49 Bring up the rear
51  Arm bone
52 Parts of sentences
53 It gets belted
55 Almond-colored
56 Clinker of a firecracker
57  Lotto winner’s option
58 Republic that gained autonomy 
   in 1962
60 Frequently, in old poetry
62 ___ moss
64 “OK class, ‘an’ words, go!”
72  Musical composition concerning 
   rural life
73 Bygone flightless bird of New Zealand
74  Change or alter

75 “... and make it ___” (“Hurry up!”)
79 Nest egg acct.
82 “___ known then what ...”
84 Goatlike Asian mammal
85 Itty-bitty bits
86 Visa alternative, briefly
87 Tributary of the Rhone
89 Penny
90 “OK class, ‘et’ words, go!”
93 Numbers game for gamblers
95 ___ gin fizz
96 “Messiah” composer
97  Two words before many words?
98 Place in alphabetical order
99 Defibrillator operators, for short
102 Huge wall picture
107 More like custard, in a way
111 “Be that as ___ ...”
113 Not just anger
115 “OK class, ‘in’ words, go!”
119 Verbal exam
120 Domingo start
121 Tabby’s counterpart
122 Inventor Whitney
123 Quick letter
124 Sgt. and cpl., e.g.
125 Colorado ski resort
126 Fractional monetary unit of Japan

DOWN
1 Ball game played on lawns
2 Circa
3 Beethoven’s “Choral” Symphony
4 Helvetica, for one
5 ___ and aahs
6 Fuss, in a Shakespeare title
7 Like composition paper
8 Sight, for example
9 Facial outbreak
10 Chico or Karl

Weekly Words

SPELLING BEE By Timothy E. Parker

La
st

 W
ee

k
’s

 S
o

lu
ti

o
n

:

Obituaries
WANETA ACHAJ (58), 
of Alexandria, 
February 2, 2017
BETTY B. ANDREWS 
(57), of Alexandria, 
February 6, 2017
OTIS CARTER SR., 
of Alexandria, 
January 31, 2017
JOYCE ANN CLINTON 
(82), of Alexandria, 
December 12, 2016
FRANCES KNOWLES 
(88), of Alexandria, 
January 23, 2017
KITTY LOU KOHNKE 
(83), of Alexandria, 
February 3, 2017
NORMA LOESER (94), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
February 5, 2017

JOHN A. MERCURIO 
(73), of Alexandria, 
January 21, 2017
JEAN RAABE 
(85), of Alexandria, 
January 30, 2017
MARY SEEGER 
(90), of Alexandria, 
January 24, 2017
SANDRA K. 
SHEPPARD, of 
Alexandria, February 
9, 2017
GRACE B. SKELLY 
(87), of Alexandria, 
February 3, 2017
WARREN L. TREUER 
(91), of Alexandria, 
February 1, 2017

11 Common altar phrase
12 Comfy room in the house
13 China’s ___ of Four
14 Prefix with bacterial or freeze
15 “Crazy” bird
16 “Green Gables” girl
18 July holiday (with “the”)
20 Dangerous African fly
23 Female that romps in the woods
24  Alternative version of the music 
25 “___ moment”
30 Bartender on “The Love Boat”
31  Older relative
32 Surrounding, invisible sensation
34 Islet
35 Far from prepared
37 Gunky, icky stuff
38 Org. cofounded by Jane Addams
39 Snakes, to mongooses
40 Roundish hairstyle
41  Forbidden perfume?
42 At one time, at one time
43 Aussie “bear”
44 Adjust, as a car’s wheels
45 Trig function
46 Poker player’s strategem
47  Online game characters
48 Q-Tip, e.g.
50 A way to dewrinkle
54 Walk pointlessly or tediously
57  Mama’s mate
59 “500” race
61 Scottish cap
63 Surround or encircle
65 Sustenance or nourishment
66 Like a pitcher’s perfect game
67 “Serpico” author Peter
68 Female member of the family
69 Harder to find
70  Lack of muscle tone
71  Colorful salamander
75 They’re all in the family
76  The Christmas season
77 Prefix meaning “quintillionth”
78  Book part
80 Abbr. after many an elderly 
   general’s name
81 Bridge toll unit
83 Salami joints
86 Not completely shut, as a door
88 Aliens, for short
91 Rose stem projections
92 Resin used in varnish
94 Small bird with blue wings
98 Whale smaller than the finback
100 Ray under water
101 Proofers’ catches
103 Tall coffee holder
104 Evaluates
105 Quick, sure-footed and catlike
106 Man interred in Red Square
107 Black, in poetry
108 Copter’s forerunner
109 Buzzing pest
110 Doing nothing
111 Disappear ___ thin air
112 Some boxing match enders
113 “___ bitten, twice shy”
114 “Give ___ example” (group 
    request)
116 Summer cooler
117 Letters after some business 
    names
118 Mischievous one
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Classifieds

 AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
FEBRUARY 12, 2017

HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS 
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 
DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST 
Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. 

Veterans in Demand! Richmond/ 
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600;  

Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; 
Front Royal/Winchester 800-454-1400

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $395 + 

$86 court cost. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-one 
days. Telephone inquiries welcome - no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-

490-0126. Se Habla Español.

SWIMMING POOLS
HOMEOWNERS WANTED!  

Kayak Pools looking for Demo Homesites 
to display net maintenance free Kayak 

Pools. Save thousands of $$. Unique op-
portunity! 100% financing available. 

1-888-788-5464 

 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
MARCH 2017

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below. NOTICE: 
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information call the 
Department of Planning and Zoning 
on 703-746-4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/planning.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION

TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2017 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2017

9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Election of Planning Commission 
Officers for Chair and Vice Chair.

Special Use Permit #2016-0097
2216-2218 Mount Vernon Avenue - 
Del Ray Pizzeria
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request for an amendment to Special 
Use Permit #20140033 to amend the 
use of the second floor dining area 
and to amend parking arrangements 
for second floor seating; zoned: CL/
Commercial Low and Mount Vernon 
Avenue Urban Overlay. 
APPLICANT: Del Ray Pizzeria, LLC

Special Use Permit #2016-0100
623 & 625 North Columbus Street
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request for a parking reduction and 
for open space modifications; zoned: 
RB/Townhouse. 
APPLICANT: 623 & 625 North 
Columbus Street Homes, LLC, 
represented by M. Catharine Puskar, 
attorney

Special Use Permit #2016-0106
5800 Edsall Road - Koons 
Automotive
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for automobile sales; 
zoned: CG/Commercial General. 
APPLICANT: Koons of Alexandria, 
Inc., represented by M. Catharine 
Puskar, attorney

Special Use Permit #2016-0107
20 Dove Street & 2438 Duke Street  
Wag & Bone, Bar.K

Public hearing and consideration 
of a request to operate an animal 
care facility with overnight 
accommodations with an accessory 
restaurant, and for a parking 
reduction; zoned: OCM(50)/Office 
Commercial Medium. 
APPLICANT: Wag & Bone, LLC & 
Bar.K, LLC

Special Use Permit #2017-0002
7 King Street (parcel addresses:  
101 & 107 North Union Street) - 
Vola’s Restaurant 
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request to amend Special Use 
Permit #20150132 for additional 
outdoor seating and for a change 
of ownership; zoned: KR/WPR, 
King Street Retail/Waterfront Park 
& Recreation. APPLICANT: ARP 
Waterfront, LLC, represented by M. 
Catharine Puskar, attorney

Development Special Use Permit 
#2016-0010
2801 Cameron Mills Road - Fire 
Station 3
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Development 
Special Use Permit and site plan 
with modifications to redevelop and 
expand an existing noncomplying 
fire station, and a request for a 
Special Use Permit for a parking 
reduction; zoned: R8/Residential 
Singlefamily.
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria 
Department of General Services

Development Special Use Permit 
#2016-0012
2356 Eisenhower Avenue & 2300 
Dock Lane  Hoffman Blocks 11 & 12
Public hearing and consideration 
of a request for an extension of an 
existing Development Special Use 
Permit (#20130008); zoned: CDD #2/
Coordinated Development District 
#2. 
APPLICANTS: Hoffman Towers 
Block 11, LLC & Hoffman Towers 
Block 12, LLC, represented by Ken 
Wire, attorney 

Public hearing and consideration of 
the updated Open Space Master Plan 
Implementation Strategy.  
Staff: City of Alexandria Department 
of Recreation, Parks and Cultural 
Activities

THE FOLLOWING WILL 
BE HEARD BY PLANNING 
COMMISSION ONLY (AND 
SENT TO CITY COUNCIL AS AN 
INFORMATION ITEM)

Section 9.06 Case #2017-0001
517 Prince Street
Public hearing and consideration of 
a request for Planning Commission 
to review whether the proposed 
purchase of property by the City of 
Alexandria and the resulting change 
in use of that property is consistent 
with the City of Alexandria Master 
Plan pursuant to Section 9.06 of the 
City Charter.  
Staff: City of Alexandria Department 
of Planning and Zoning

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC  
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF
A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, March 1, 
2017 beginning at 7:30 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second floor of 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia on the following applications:
CASE BAR #2017-00039
Request for alterations at 1201 King Street
APPLICANT: Georgica Pine Clothiers
CASE BAR #2016-00419
Request for Concept Review at  
1604-1614 King Street
APPLICANT: Dechantal Associates, LLC
This item is open for public comment.
Consideration of the NRHP nomination 
for the Appomattox statue.
Discussion of new Design Guidelines 
for Public Parks and Infrastructure in 
the Public Right of Way. 
Discussion of a revision to Design 
Guidelines for Awnings.
Information about the above item(s) may 
be obtained from the Department of 
Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666.

 ETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PA T 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

 lease publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper.  lease refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter

name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,

enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________

(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VI GINIA DEPA TMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVE AGE CONT OL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage  oad / P.O. Box 27491,    ichmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information.  lease  etail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

 ational Beer and Wine LLC

Department of Beer and Wine

2724 Jefferson Davis Highway

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22301-1556

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Jeffrey S Sapsford  / Owner / Partner

 ETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PA T 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

 lease publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper.  lease refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter

name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,

enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________

(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VI GINIA DEPA TMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVE AGE CONT OL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage  oad / P.O. Box 27491,    ichmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information.  lease  etail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

 ational Beer and Wine LLC

Department of Beer and Wine

2724 Jefferson Davis Highway

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22301-1556

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Jeffrey S Sapsford  / Owner / Partner

ABC NOTICE

ABC NOTICE

DaVita Inc. requires a Social Worker 
(SD0125) at Alexandria, VA responsible 
for providing support and information 
to patients and their families to max- 
imize the psychosocial functioning and 
adjustment of the patient in end stage 
renal disease. Req MS in Social Work 
or rel field & 1 yr expe in the job or in 
a position performing similar job du-
ties. Send resumes W/job code & Title 
to Debbie Cookman, 2321 West More-
head St., Charlotte, NC 28208. EOE.

HELP WANTED

Dry/HVAC Controlled,  
Indoor Storage Space
Local Del Ray Location

Available Immediately for  
Long/Short Term Lease.
Bulk Open Space (2,000 S.F.)

Individual Locker Units (100 S.F. Each)  
Can be Combined Climate 

Controlled, Lighted, 24/7 Access,  
w/Wide Entry Door and Aisles.

WRG PROPERTIES      301-365-7022  

Storage Space Available!
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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HOUSESBYDAYBAVIN.COM

109 S Pitt Street

Alexandria, VA 22314      703 . 549 . 9292 
McEnearney.com

MASON BAVIN
703.338.6007

mbavin@McEnearney.com

PAT DAY
703.850.7934

patmday@aol.com

ALWAYS GOING THE EXTRA MILE!

The Groundhog said 6 more 
weeks of winter but it looks 
like the spring market is just 

around the corner!

 How can we help you get 
ready for spring?  

 
Whether you are buying, 
selling or renting we can 
help you prepare for the 

spring market ahead of the 
groundhog!


