
After RV salon success, Ru-
bie Williams plans ‘fleet’ of 
wheeled businesses
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Rubie Williams and hair stylist Ly-
cia Conner see about eight clients every 
Thursday at Williams’ small, chic salon 
located on the west end of Duke Street. 

Outfitted in purples and grays, the sa-
lon has two of everything – two styling 
stations, two hair-washing sinks, two hair 
dryers – along with its two front and two 
rear tires. 

Williams’ salon, called Hair Nirvana, 
is the first mobile salon in Alexandria. 
Housed in a renovated 1992 Ford Rock-
wood recreational vehicle, Hair Nirvana 
recently celebrated its second anniversa-
ry on wheels. 

A longtime Alexandria resident, 
Williams mulled the concept for years 
but kept pushing it to the back burn-
er. It reemerged three years ago when 
she traveled to a client’s home to do her 
hair. After her back started to ache while 
working without a salon chair, Williams 

thought about how nice it would be to do 
house calls using her own setup.

“I said ‘you know what, Stace, I 
should do a mobile hair salon,’” Williams 
said. “She said ‘that would be awesome.’” 

After seeing someone with a similar 
concept in Maryland, Williams decided 
to take the first step: finding an RV. 
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Young Hef
Alexandria-based rapper embarks on his 
first tour.      
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T.C. Williams High School
New academic structure aims to improve 
the school system and new administra-
tors are just some of the changes coming 
to the school this fall.   
Page 4

Meet Alexandria’s mobile beauty entrepreneur
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PHOTO/ ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Rubie Williams sits inside her mobile salon.

Beloved former State Senator  
was Alexandria’s first woman mayor
BY DENISE DUNBAR AND ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Patsy Ticer, Alexandria’s long-serving, iconic former mayor 
and state senator, died early Monday at age 82 of complications 
from a fall. Almost immediately, accolades began pouring in from 
politicians and members of the community (see page 6).

Her death was first reported by Mayor Allison Silberberg, who 
called Ticer a friend and mentor.

“She was incredibly dear to me, a touchstone and trailblazing 
mentor, as she was to many others,” Silberberg said. “An amaz-
ingly good listener, she was always encouraging with a big heart 
and endlessly astute, witty and generous. I will miss her all the 
days of my life.”

Patsy Ticer succumbs 
to injuries from fall
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PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Left to right: Then Delegate Adam Ebbin, who would go on to win Ticer's senate seat after she re-
tired in 2011, then State Senator Patsy Ticer and former Alexandria City School Board Chair Mollie 
Danforth at the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce's legislative reception in 2005.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Trust
Revolutionizing real estate 
by delivering service beyond 
excellence. Inside or outside 
the Beltway, we help our 
clients find unparalleled 
value, benefits & resources.

Integrity
Fortune ranked BHHS as the 
#3 most respected name in 
business.

Stability
Harris Poll named BHHS real 
estate brand of the year.

Growth
Outpacing the Market with 
72% increase in units and 
62% in volume.

300 N. Washington St., Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314
Contact Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker:    703-836-1464   maxine@PenFedRealty.com

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 
HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. 
*Savings are based on the discounts received by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from Berkshire Hathaway PenFed 
Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of Berkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to change without notice.

Ask us

&Enjoy Your New Home

How To Save 1.5%
of Your Loan Amount

up to $10,000
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www.TSALTSTYLE.com  
106 N. St. Asaph Street , Old Town Alexandria

Sidewalk 
Sale
Lacausa, Smythe, Frame, 
Natalie Martin, Figue, A 
Piece Apart

Take an additional 50% 
off the lowest price marked 
on sale items 

$10 bins, $20 bins 
Calaxini Shoes - PRICED 
TO SELL!

Store HourS

Mon - Sat 10 am - 7pm 
 Sunday 12pm - 5pm

A bomb threat was issued 
against an Old Town building 
late Saturday night, with the 
Alexandria Fire Department 
giving the all clear about an 
hour later. 

Alexandria police reported 
the threat on the 600 block of 
Prince Street around 11 p.m. 
on Saturday. It was later re-

vealed that the bomb threat 
was made against the National 
Center for Missing & Exploit-
ed Children’s headquarters at 
699 Prince St. 

Upon arriving at the scene, 
the fire department conducted 
a building search at 699 Prince 
St., and police reported that the 
department gave the all clear at 

12:15 a.m. No injuries were re-
ported in the incident.

Police haven’t released any 
further information about the 
threat. 

The National Center for 
Missing & Exploited Children 
was founded in 1984. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Four Alexandria restau-
rants were featured on the 
latest episode of Cooking 
Channel show “Cheap Eats.” 

As its name suggests, the 
show focuses on where to 
get the most bang for your 
buck, giving host Ali Khan 
12 hours and $35 to get 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and 
a snack.

Khan visited popular Del 
Ray restaurants Stomping 
Ground and Evening Star 

Café and Old Town restau-
rants Don Taco and The Ma-
jestic, the host announced on 
his Facebook page.

The episode, which aired 
at 10 p.m. on Aug. 9, saw 
Khan taste testing the south-
ern fried chicken biscuit at 
Stomping Ground, deep fried 
deviled eggs at The Majestic 
and bacon gnocchi Bolog-
nese at Evening Star. 

It’s not the first time Al-
exandria establishments have 

been featured on food-fo-
cused cable channels. The 
Dairy Godmother has been 
featured on the Cooking 
Channel’s “Unique Eats” and 
Columbia Firehouse was in-
cluded in an episode of “Meat 
& Potatoes” on Food Net-
work. Greek restaurant Tav-
erna Cretekou has also been 
featured on  Travel Channel’s 
“Buffet Paradise.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Alexandria eateries featured 
on Cooking Channel show

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

Bomb threat at Old Town building over weekend
CRIME

Friendship Firehouse Festival

PHOTO/ JAY PALERMINO
Alexandria West Rotary Club Members George Valenzuela, 
Jack Allen, Nadia Mokhtar and John Renner at the Friend-
ship Firehouse Festival on Saturday. The event was put on 

by the Friendship Veterans Fire Engine Association
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
From the office to the 
bedroom, this simple 
lamp is so versatile it 
fits in any décor! 
Come in and see for 
yourself what makes 
this the hottest selling 
lamp in the store!  

Available in 6 different finishes 

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner 

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of
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www.anaandmelissa.com

                 Weichert Realtors 121 N. Pitt Street Alexandria, VA 22314
Mobile: 703-772-3526 | Office: 703-549-8700

the Power of Two
“Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 

personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable.” – D.M.

“Ana and Melissa have the intellect and dynamic 
personalities to make your real estate transaction 
not only successful but actually enjoyable.” – D.M.

T.C. Williams High School 
unveiled a revamped structure 
built around seven academies 
at its King Street campus and 
named new administrators 
across both its campuses in a 
news release.

Incoming Principal Peter 
Balas, who joins T.C. from 
Mount Vernon Community 
School, introduced the acad-
emy system after a “listening 
tour” with students, faculty, 
parents and community lead-
ers, Alexandria City Public 
Schools Spokeswoman Helen 
Lloyd said. 

“Students will be part of an 
academy that provides a net-
work of support that stays with 
them from grades 10 to 12,” 
according to an Alexandria 
City Public Schools document. 
“Their assigned academy will 
be their center of support for 
all issues related to … T.C.”

The school was designed 
with smaller groups in mind, 
Lloyd said. Each academy will 

house 300 to 400 students, she 
said.

“This structure around 
small learning communities 
provides both students and 
staff with better supports,” 
Balas said in a statement. “It 
improves the ratio of adminis-
trators to students, enhancing 
the ability of administrators 
to effectively monitor student 
performance and helps bal-
ance the caseloads of counsel-
ors, enabling them to provide 
support to a lower number of 
students at each grade level.”

Beyond this, the academy 
system will also encourage 
smaller staff communities 
for professional development 
and cooperation across class-

rooms, Lloyd said. Students’ 
classes will draw from across 
all academies, the document 
said.

Jessica Hillery will serve as 
lead administrator at the Min-
nie Howard campus for ninth-
grade students, leading two 
administrators, four school 
counselors and social worker 
support.

At the King Street Campus 
for grades 10 through 12, Tam-
my Ignacio will guide six ad-
ministrators, one leading each 
academy. Each academy will 
have two school counselors 
and social worker support. 

King Street will also house 

T.C. Williams announces new 
academy structure

This structure around small learning 
communities provides both students 
and staff with better supports.”

– Peter Balas
Incoming Principal, T.C. Williams High School

SEE SCHOOL                    | 5
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Fusion Academy is a revolutionary private middle and high 

school with the smallest class size possible: one student and 

one teacher per classroom. Scheduling and curriculum are 

personalized, students may enroll at any time, and no homework 

goes home. Connect with our admissions team to learn more 

about our one-to-one programs or sign up for a tour!

Fusion Academy Alexandria
FusionAlexandria.com

703.535.3130

One student.
   One teacher. 
      Per classroom.

Now 
enrolling 
for fall...

~ Yuki ~
An adventurer, Yuki is looking for a person to 
take her hiking.  A true athlete, she is poised 

and agile; ready for anything. 

Yuki is 8 years old and seems to prefer being 
the only dog of the household.

As affectionate as she is a nature-lover, Yuki 
will reward her human with companionship  

of the highest order.
FOR MORE INFO ABOUT OUR ADOPTABLE DOGS 

AND CATS, PLEASE VISIT wwwalexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU
The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
FOR INFO ABOUT ALExANDRIA’S ADOPTABLE 
PETS, PLEASE VISIT www.alexandriaanimals.org.

THANK YOU

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

an International Academy of 
about 800 students for “[s]
tudents who are identified as 
English Learners and have 
immigrated to the U.S. within 
the past three years,” the docu-
ment stated. 

Administrators Maria Faz 
and Kristen McInerney will 
lead the International Acade-

my, which is “trained specif-
ically to support the unique 
needs of this population.”

Four school counselors will 
serve the International Acade-
my, along with social worker 
support.

Students will receive their 
academy assignments by mail 
in mid-August, the release 
said. 

Meet-and-greets at both 

campuses are scheduled for 
Aug. 22 and 29 at 6 p.m. King 
Street will hold a combined 
meet-and-greet and back-to-
school night Sept. 12, with 
Minnie Howard following up 
with its own event the next 
evening. In both cases, the 
meet-and-greet begins at 5:30, 
with back-to-school night 
starting an hour later.

– eberkowitz@alextimes.com 

SCHOOL                  FROM | 4

FILE PHOTO
Incoming T.C. Williams High School Principal Peter Balas, who started his job in July. 
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Ticer was known, first and 
foremost, for her civility and 
strong call to service. Both 
qualities were informed by her 
strong faith, according to her 
long-time minister, Rev. Oran 
Warder, rector of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church.

“Her vocation to be in pub-
lic service came out of her 
Christian faith,” Warder said. 
“In fact, she held our feet to 
the fire, though gently. She 
said we were only a church in 
that we served the communi-
ty.”

Warder said Ticer pushed 
St. Paul’s to continue support-
ing the nonprofit organiza-
tions it helped form, such as 
ALIVE!, Carpenter’s Shelter 
and the Child and Family Net-
work.

Ticer’s colleague and seat-
mate in the Virginia State 
Senate, Mary Margaret Whip-
ple, remembers her collegiali-
ty and persistence. 

“She was a serious legisla-
tor who studied the issues and 
had the information to back up 

her legislation. She ‘worked’ 
her bills: talking individually 
with members of the relevant 
committee and presenting 
well when she appeared be-
fore a committee to defend her 
bills,” Whipple told the Times 
when reached by email.

Born January 6, 1935 in 
Washington, D.C. as Patri-
cia Keyser Smith, she moved 
to Alexandria with her fam-
ily in 1947. Ticer graduated 
from George Washington 
High School, then Sweet Briar 
College, where she received a 
bachelor’s degree in political 
science.

She married John “Jack” 
Ticer in 1956 and, while rais-
ing four children, worked as a 
real estate agent and embarked 
on what would be a lifetime of 
service to the community. Her 
volunteerism included serving 
on boards for the United Way, 
Humane Society, Athaene-
um and Alexandria Library, 
among others, according to 
the Washington Post.

Alexandria native Steve 
May has fond memories of the 
Ticer household during those 

years, from his friendship 
with John Ticer, Jr.

“I’ve known [Patsy] all my 
life,” May said. “Johnny and I 
couldn’t have been more than 
three or four when we met. 
My parents were good friends 
with them. They ran in the 
same circles. My mom worked 
a lot with Patsy on different 
things when we were growing 
up. My earliest memories were 
of them doing … community 
and political work together.”

May said Patsy and Jack 
made their home a welcom-
ing place for their children’s 
friends.

“My recollection was that 
I was over there quite a bit 
with Johnny. It was one of 
those houses where you go in 
and it was active and cheerful 
and vibrant,” May said. “You 
felt at home. They treated you 
as their kids. You felt like you 
were in your own home.”

In addition to her other 
volunteer community service 
work, Ticer held leadership 
positions on the St. Paul’s 

PATSY TICER: January 6, 1935 - August 7, 2017

Virginia Senator Mark Warner: 
“Patsy Ticer was a colleague and a friend, and a 
tremendous example of a lifetime of continuous 
public service to her community. … Patsy was a 
leader in a remarkable group of strong women 
elected officials in Northern Virginia who supported 
my earliest political involvement, and she was 
never shy about offering me advice. I celebrate 
Patsy Ticer’s lifetime of service, and offer my 
condolences to her family, friends and colleagues.”

Virginia Lieutenant Gov. Ralph Northam:
“I was honored to serve with Senator Patsy Ticer 
in Richmond, and I am saddened to hear of her 
passing,” Northam said on his Facebook page. 
“Senator Ticer was a well-respected public servant 
who made history as the first woman to be elected 
Mayor of Alexandria. She was an incredible 
advocate for children and families, and her legacy 
of leadership will live on for years to come.”

Mayor Allison Silberberg:
“I have often introduced Patsy as the most beloved 
person in our city, and she was that and so much 
more. She was a rock star. Everywhere we went, 
people wanted to come over and speak with her. 
Patsy was a remarkably energetic and visionary public 
servant. … Though profoundly sorrowful, I feel blessed 
to have had such an abiding bond. I will always 
treasure our time together. Her life was a blessing to 
so many of us and to our beloved, historic city.” 
 

Accolades for Patsy TicerTICER                       FROM | 1
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Left: Patsy Ticer with her husband, John “Jack” Ticer, in 1995 at a victory party following her election to the Virginia Senate.    
Right: Ticer with two of her grandchildren, Sandrine and Marcel Janowsky, at a Labor Day picnic.

COURTESY PHOTO PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT

SEE ACCOLADES                                                   | 14
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vestry beginning in 1969. She 
served as vestry senior war-
den in 1978, 1979 and from 
1981 to 1983, according to 
a church history written by 
Ruth Lincoln Kaye. Accord-
ing to Warder, her service to 
the church continued a fami-
ly tradition, as Ticer’s mother 
was St. Paul’s secretary to a 
previous rector.

At the urging of her hus-
band and friends, Ticer ran for 
and was elected to city coun-
cil in 1982. She became vice 
mayor in her second council 
term, meaning she tallied the 
most votes of the council con-
tenders. When then Mayor Jim 
Moran stepped down in 1991 
after being elected to Con-
gress, Ticer ran to replace him 
and won, becoming the first 
elected female mayor in Alex-
andria’s history.

Ticer was quoted in a 2007 
“Living Legends” article 
published in the “Alexandria 
Gazette” as saying she faced 
extra scrutiny when she first 
won the mayor’s seat.

“My style was different 
from that of a lot of the men,” 
she said in the article. “Often, 
I didn’t make up my mind until 
I heard the discussion, rather 
than organizing and steering a 
vote ahead of time,” she said. 

Ticer was quoted as saying 
she felt her approach was the 
right one. “If you, as an elect-
ed official, have an agenda, 
it’s punitive to the other side, 
which deserves to be heard be-
fore Council.”

Despite her graciousness, 
Ticer wasn’t afraid to speak 
difficult truths to people. 

“If the term ‘velvet glove’ 
had not been invented, it 
would have when Patsy started 
in politics,” former city coun-
cilmember David Speck said. 
“She was a lot tougher than 
people thought, but she was al-
ways so nice about it. When I 
served on the council with her, 
you couldn’t help but like her 
and respect her … even when 
she told me ‘no.’ What a loss 
for Alexandria.”

TICER                       FROM | 6
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“If the term ‘velvet glove’ had not been invented, it would 
have when Patsy started in politics. She was a lot tougher 
than people thought, but she was always so nice about it.” 

– David Speck, former city councilmember

PHOTO/NINA TISARA
Patsy Ticer reads to children at the Mount Vernon Avenue location of the Child and Family Network Cen-
ter. The “Living Legend of Alexandria” profile was published in the “Alexandria Gazette” in 2007. 

Top: Then 
State Senator 
Patsy Ticer 
endors-
es Dana 
Lawhorne for 
sheriff at a 
rally held in 
front of the 
Alexandria 
Courthouse 
on Oct. 31, 
2005.  

Left: Willard 
Scott, Dana 
Lawhorne and 
Patsy Ticer 
at the 2008 
Scottish 
Christmas 
Walk. That 
year, Scott 
was acting as 
grand mar-
shal of the 
long-running 
event.

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFTPHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Patsy Ticer attends the Alexandria Symphony Gala at the Ritz-Carlton.  
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She called and emailed a 
number of potential sellers on 
Craigslist. Weeks later, she pur-
chased the Ford Rockwood for 
$6,000 cash. 

Finding a home for the salon 
was just the first step of many 
for Williams. Her journey next 
took her to City Hall, where she 
worked with the Department of 
Planning & Zoning to figure out 
a code that would give her the 
ability to operate and the Health 
Department to get the neces-
sary clearance to operate the 
salon. Once she got the green 
light from both city agencies, 
she worked to get her business 
license through, first, the com-
monwealth and then the city.

Williams found a number of 
advocates in city government, 
including the city’s former Zon-
ing Administrator Peter Leiberg, 
who worked with Williams 
through the process. Her con-
cept, however, didn’t fit neatly 
into any box city and common-
wealth officials were used to 

dealing with.  
“A lot of people were saying, 

‘We’ve never heard of some-
thing like this. We don’t know 
about this,’” Williams said. 

After getting the necessary 
approvals, Williams and a con-
tractor, Edalmo Cogo, who had 
been recommended by a cli-
ent, transformed the RV from a 
camper that had a bathroom, a 
bed and a kitchen to a full-service 
salon, complete with a sound sys-

tem and comfortable couches. In 
the process, Williams estimates 
she spent $25,000 – all without 
the help of a small business loan.

“I just worked hard and saved 
my money,” Williams explains. 

When Williams saw the fin-
ished product at the grand open-
ing in 2015, she couldn’t believe 
her dream had become reality.

“I visualized it and it 
worked. I’m really proud of it,” 
Williams said. “When we were 

at the grand opening, my daugh-
ter said ‘why are you crying?’ 
And I said ‘well, look at it – it’s a 
real salon.’” 

Williams maintains a seat 
at a fixed-location salon, New 
Image at 115 S. Royal St., where 
you can find her on Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday. Every 
other day of the week you’ll find 
her at Hair Nirvana, whether 
she’s parked at a client’s home, 
at an Alexandria event or driv-

ing Marymount University in 
Arlington. Every other Sunday, 
Hair Nirvana heads to the West 
End Farmer’s Market at 4800 
Brenman Park Drive and every 
Thursday the salon sets up shop 
behind the Enterprise Rent-a-
Car at 4213 Duke St.

Williams said response to 
the salon has been overwhelm-
ingly positive so far.

SALON                     FROM | 1
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PHOTOS/ ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Left: Rubie Williams transformed this 1992 Ford Rockwood into an on-the-go salon.  Right: The view inside the mobile hair salon.

The Del Ray Business Association's signature events are 
free, family-friendly, volunteer-run, and only possible with 
the support of the community. Visit www.visitdelray.com 
for more information on how you can volunteer to be a part 
of these great neighborhood traditions.

Call for volunteers

September 7   First Thursday: Art, Music  
   & Dance Along the Avenue
October 7   Art on the Avenue
October 29   21st Annual Del Ray  
   Halloween Parade
November 23   42nd Annual Alexandria  
   Turkey Trot
December 2   Del Ray Holiday Tree Lighting

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
A U G U S T  1 8 -27

On August 18-27, 2017, restaurants in 
Alexandria will offer $35 three-course dinner 
for one or a $35 dinner for two during 
Alexandria Summer Restaurant Week. 
Restaurants will also offer lunch deals at  
$10, $15 or $20 per person in addition  
to the dinner specials.

Join participating Del Ray 
Restaurants in savoring  
the local flavors.  
There will be plenty  
of dining options  
in Del Ray for  
restaurant week.

for a complete list participating restaurants, plase visit 
www.visitalexandriava.com/restaurants/restaurant-week

The Del Ray Business Association is an organization of business owners and professionals that strive for growth, visibility and success of our members. We serve as an advocate, representative, and 
educator for businesses within the community of Del Ray in Alexandria, Virginia. For more information, to view our member directory, or to join the Association, please visit www.VisitDelRay.com.

For more Information, visit www.VisitDelRay.com • #VisitDelRay
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 30 

years of experience 
to work for you, 

so you can focus on 
doing something fun 

instead!  
 

Call us to schedule 
a free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

 “People are very surprised, 
and also inspired. Everybody is 
like ‘what a brilliant idea,’” Wil-
liams said. “We drive down the 
road and people are taking pic-
tures … It’s just two years that 
we’ve been in business, and it’s 
been very successful.”

The mobile salon concept 
has attracted considerable atten-
tion, and was featured on The 
Washington Post’s business page 
in an April column. Since then, 
a number of women with aspi-
rations of starting their own mo-
bile business have reached out to 
Williams. 

“It’s been a beautiful inno-
vation for women and men, but 
it’s also inspiring a lot of wom-
en,” Williams said. “When I was 
written up in the Washington 
Post, one woman contacted me 
and said ‘I want to open a math 
[tutoring business] on wheels.’ 
She asked ‘how did you go about 
doing it?’” 

When asked about what in-
spired her, Williams thinks back 
to the people who encouraged 
her along the way – her mother, 
her two children (a 27-year-old 
son and 15-year-old daughter) 
and her faith in God.

“My mom kept pushing me. 
Whenever I told her ‘I’m not 
doing this anymore,’ my mom 
would say ‘no, no, no. Keep 
going. Keep going. God didn’t 
make you go this far to stop 
now,’” Williams said.

When Williams began tak-
ing cosmetology classes while 
a student at Lake Braddock 
Secondary School, she never 
thought she would end up open-
ing a salon of her own. Though 
in hindsight, Williams has loved 
doing hair her whole life. Grow-
ing up, Williams, who was born 
in Panama City, Florida and later 
relocated to Alexandria with her 
family, walked around with a 
comb in her hand. 

“I would always do my hair 
and it always looked nice. In my 
10th grade year, I started taking 
cosmetology,” Williams said. 
“Ever since then, it’s just been 
keeping going forward with 
this.” 

After graduating from high 
school, Williams started as a 
stylist at the Hair Cuttery, where 
she spent 12 years. Eunice Cope-
land has been going to Williams 
to get her hair done since that 
time. Though originally Cope-
land went to another stylist at the 
Hair Cuttery, over time, she got 
to know Williams and admired 
her work.

“One day when my styl-
ist wasn’t there, I tried her and, 
needless to say, I never went back 
to my old stylist,” Copeland said. 
“She’s very confident in what she 
does and I found her to be a very 
hard-working lady. She’s very 
dedicated to what she does.”

Copeland has continued as 
Williams’ client for 25 years 
and, in that time, Copeland has 
followed Williams to two sub-
sequent salons, TC International 
Salon at 3690 King St. and then 
New Look at 508 S. Van Dorn 
St. Copeland also continued as a 
client when Williams made her 
first solo venture. Copeland con-
tinues to be a frequent customer.

She said she was in shock 
when she first saw the mobile 
hair salon.

“We had been talking 
throughout the process, but 
when I first laid eyes on it, I was 
in awe,” Copeland said. “It’s 
beautiful and it’s convenient.”

Copeland said Williams’ 
success is a testament to her ded-
ication.

“She’s just really a success 
story. She’s determined to be on 
her own, and that she can make 
it,” Copeland said. “She never 
gave up on the dream.”

Another client, Linda Oli-
veros, who has been going to 
Williams since 2005, has a sim-
ilar story. Oliveros’ original hair 
stylist at TC International Salon 
was running late one day, and 
suggested she go to Williams 
instead. 

“Rubie took me that day and 
I never went back to that other 
guy,” Oliveros said. “We joke 
about it, but if that hadn’t hap-
pened, I may have never met 
her. It’s a blessing that he was 
so rude. I’ve been her client ever 
since.”

Oliveros said it’s Williams’ 

upbeat personality and her skill 
with all types of hair – from 
women’s and men’s hair to kids’ 
cuts – that keeps her coming 
back. In fact, Williams counts 
Oliveros’ husband and sons as 
clients as well.

Oliveros said she tends to 
visit Williams at her stationary 
salon, but she has patronized 
both.

“The first time I went in 
there, I thought ‘wow.’ I didn’t 
think I was in an RV,” she said. 

She’s told Williams that, 
should she move out of Alexan-
dria, she’ll still return as a client.

“I told her if we ever retire to 
Hilton Head, I’ll be back,” Oli-
veros joked. 

As for Williams, she isn’t 
done with building new con-
cepts. She’s in the midst of work-
ing on a new RV concept – a mo-
bile nail salon. 

“I want to have a fleet of 
these,” Williams said. “I want a 
nail truck and then I’m thinking 
a massage and then a meditation 
truck.”

She urges other entrepre-
neur-hopefuls to have patience 
– and keep persevering. 

“There are going to be obsta-
cles in the way. Those will only 
make you stronger,” Williams 
said. “When you step on the 
ladder, you go up. You don’t just 
take big steps. You keep elevat-
ing. You keep going.”
- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

SALON                     FROM | 8

Rubie Wil-
liams (left) 
and Lycia 
Conner do a 
consultation 
with a client.PHOTO/ ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
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Revolutionary Live-Work Spaces, Lease Now and Receive 2 Months Free.*
(844) 889-0539  •  www.e-lofts.com

LIVE HERE • WORK HERE • THRIVE HERE
it’s your choice

4501 Ford Avenue Alexandria, VA 22302 *Limited time offer.  
Some restrictions may apply.
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‘Young Hef’ partners 
with T.C. grad, ex-‘Idol’ 
contestant, prepares 
for first tour
BY EVAN BERKOWITZ  

When George Hughes 
stepped onstage in front of 1,700 
people at the Fillmore in Silver 
Spring, Maryland, on March 17, 
the Alexandria-based rapper got 
a feeling he never wanted to lose.

“I had 1,700 people that I 
had never seen before in my life 
screaming, and it was humbling,” 
said Hughes, who raps under the 
name Young Hef, six months af-
ter he opened for PnB Rock & 
Light Show. “The feeling that I 
got was absolutely incredible, 
and I just want to have that feel-
ing every day if it’s possible.”

Since recording his first 
track about two and a half years 
ago, Hughes — whose mother, 
Jane Hughes, is co-publisher of 
the Alexandria Times — has 
seen his audience balloon and 
the buzz around his work grow 
steadily louder.

Now working with a pro-
ducer who graduated from T.C. 
Williams High School in 2016, 
the rising senior at Bishop Ire-
ton has planned his first tour, 
partnered with a former “Amer-
ican Idol” contestant and begun 
navigating the music world as he 
seeks to hit it big.

“It is starting to happen a little 
bit,” he said. “We’re just starting 
to get that buzz. … Of course, I’ll 
take all the exposure I can get. 
I’m just thankful for that.”

A little bit of buzz
Hughes first recorded a set 

of three songs over as many 
weeks at a Washington, D.C. 
studio during his first year at 
Bishop Ireton.

“It was just kind of a ‘Let’s 
see what’s going on,’” he said, 
“just to hang out freshman year 
and have fun.”

It wasn’t an instant success. 
“People were kind of skep-

tical about it, ‘cause I wasn’t 
great,” he said.  “I was super 
young, and then I stopped.”

A year and a half later, 
Hughes made more music with 
a friend, but that too fell by the 
wayside.

Meanwhile, across the Port 
City, Zach Siegel, the T.C. 
now-alumnus who produces un-
der the name “Siegz,” was hard 
at work on his home desktop.

He’d first gotten into music 
during his junior year at T.C., 
diving into club, house and elec-
tronic dance music before beg-
ging his mom to buy Logic Pro 
X, a music mixing software. 

In his senior year, Siegel’s 
interest gravitated to rap and he 
committed to music production, 
which he now studies as a rising 
sophomore at North Carolina’s 
Elon University.

Hughes first heard Siegel’s 
production work on SoundCloud, 
a popular music streaming site 
for nascent artists, Siegel said. 

Hughes sent Siegel a direct 
message on twitter, the producer 
said, and they began recording 
soon after.

The first song they recorded 
together, “Mr. Dapper,” dropped 
on SoundCloud about a year 
ago, and Siegel was stunned 
when it got 10,000 plays on the 
website. 

“It was at a time when I 
wasn’t ... a lyricist,” Hughes said. 
“I just rhymed stuff, and then 
[Siegel] was like, you should try 
really writing, really focusing on 
lyrics and really trying to tell a 
story in all your songs.”

This advice quickly made a 
difference.

“That’s when it started off 
for me,” Hughes said. “I started 
focusing more on my lyrics after 
that.”

Hughes likes to write about 
women, or about sadness or 

happiness. He likes to write 
about his feelings, or whatever 
else comes to mind.

“I love to write about the 
fact that my chances of actual-
ly going somewhere with this 
are so slim,” he said. “I love just 
to write about [how] my plans 
and my life are going to break 
boundaries.”

Sometimes, Hughes even 
writes about his hometown. 

“What my friend group 
does for fun is just go out into 
Old Town and go to the Ma-
sonic Temple and hang out and 
walk around and just have fun, 
do some childish stuff, that in-
fluences a lot,” he said — expe-
riences chronicled in his song 
“Live It Up.” “I wrote a lot of 
other music at the Masonic 
Temple at night, ‘cause it’s just 
the most peaceful place you can 
go in Alexandria.”

Hughes and Siegel followed 
up “Mr. Dapper” with “Smile 
More,” a Smokey Robinson 
sample about recognizing life’s 
blessings.

“People started loving that,” 
Hughes said. 

He put out a mixtape called 
“Rip Tide” and soon booked his 
first gig at Arlington’s Iota Club. 

“It was a lot of fun and that’s 
when people like labels started 
showing interest,” Hughes said. 
“Music labels, people trying to 
manage me, all that good stuff. 
So that’s when we started catch-
ing a little bit of buzz.”

They performed at the Fill-
more, then Blackthorn 51 in 
Queens, New York. Hughes is 
currently planning a fall tour of 
Southeastern Conference uni-
versities, where he’ll join big-
name artists he’s not at liberty to 
name performing at school ven-
ues and large fraternity houses.

A year and change after “Mr. 
Dapper,” the difference is stag-
gering. 

“We started with 42 follow-

ers on SoundCloud, [and] we av-
eraged about 250 plays a song,” 
Hughes said. “Now, we’ve got 
about 1,000 followers on Sound-
Cloud and we average about 
30,000 plays a song.”

Siegel is amazed by the suc-
cess his work with Hughes has 
enjoyed.

“It’s just hard to believe that 
something that we made can 
[have] so many people listen to 
it,” he said. “Obviously we ar-
en’t there yet, but we’re getting 
there, definitely.”

It goes beyond the numbers 
as well.

“He’s not only my main art-
ist now, but he’s probably my 
best friend,” Siegel said. “We 
work every day when I’m home. 
I guess it’s just our main goal in 
life now.”

‘You just can’t not be 
smiling’

Singer-songwriter Maddie 
Assel, who traded features with 

Hughes on her song “Shouldn’t 
Have Let Me Go” and his 
“Missing Something,” also has 
seen Hughes’ work mature.

“He’s grown so much in the 
year that I’ve known him that 
I don’t even know where he’s 
going to go,” she said. “It’s like 
there’s endless possibilities.”

Assel, who was a contestant 
on Season 12 of “American Idol” 
in 2013, was interning at a record 
label with Siegel when the latter 
showed her Hughes’ music. 

“As soon as I heard them,” 
she said, “I fell in love.”

Her work with Hughes was 
Assel’s first rap feature, and she 
wasn’t quite sure that the com-
plex style of rap would gel with 
her self-described “bubblegum 
pop” music.

Almost immediately, it did.
“He listened to what I want-

ed for my song and mimicked it 
completely perfectly. He jumped 

Local high schooler charts 
course to recognition in rap

COURTESY PHOTO
Young Hef performs at venue The Fillmore in front of a crowd of 
1,700 people.
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DISCOUNTS UP TO 80%
Lacausa, Smythe, Frame, Natalie 

Martin, Figue, A Piece Apart, 
Calaxini Shoes- PRICED TO SELL!
$10 bins, $20 bins and take an 
additional 50% off the lowest 
price marked on sale items  

www.TSALTSTYLE.com  
106 N. St. Asaph Street , Old Town Alexandria

DUCHESS M
7FAM, Milly, Alice and Trixie 

Sail to Sable, Indies, Conrad C
Up to 80% off! Prices starting at 
$20.00 for fun Summer basics!

www.duchessm.com  
805 King Street Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

BUY 1, GET 1 50% OFF*
*of equal or lesser value

“Stars & Stripes” Sale, Patriotic and 
Nautical Items (exclusions apply)

www.TheOldTownShop.com  
703-684-4OTA (4682)  

105 South Union St, Alexandria, VA 22314

HYSTERIA
Up to 80% off! 
Ecru, DL1961, 

Lola & Sophie, Suncoo, 
Lilla P, Sanctuary

www.shophysteria.com  
123 S Fairfax St, Alexandria, VA 22314

SHOP 20-80% OFF
Including CHANEL,

Louis Vuitton, Lilly Pulitzer, 
J. Crew, Tory Burch, 
DVF & many more...

www.ShopMintCondition.com 
103 S. Saint Asaph St., Old Town, Alexandria

BLOOMERSOOM
underwear *  sleepwear *  loungewear

50% OFF SELECT ITEMS
Eberjey, Natori, 

PJ Salvage, 
Yummie, 

HUE, Spanx

shopbloomers.com  
924 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314

BISHOP BOUTIQUE
LK Bennett,

Loeffler Randall,
Joie, Schutz,

Show Me Your Mumu

www.bishopboutique.com 
815 B King St. Alexandria, VA 22314

GOSSYPIA
30-35% off clothing  
*restrictions apply

1/2 price on sale clothing

www.gossypia.com 
Located at the corner of Cameron and  

N. Royal, Old Town, Alexandria

Alexandria 
sidewalk 
sale
August 12-13, 
2017
Alexandria’s 
summertime deal-
grabbing tradition 
returns as over 
50 boutiques 
throughout Old 
Town and Del 
Ray offer deeply-
discounted summer 
merchandise (up 
to 80% off). Don’t 
miss your chance 
to find incredible 
bargains and 
unique treasures in 
Alexandria, the DC 
region’s Shop Small 
headquarters. Local 
retailers will display 
a wide range 
of goods, from 
fashion and jewelry 
to home decor, 
culinary, seasonal 
and gift items at 
discounted prices. 
Spot the deals by 
looking for bright 
yellow balloon 
markers outside of 
participating stores.

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
A U G U S T  1 8 -27

The Alexandria Times is your hometown newspaper. 
To place an advertisement email sales@alextimes.com

Shop local

In Old Town, the City of Alexandria 
is offering free parking at all City 

meters on Saturday (parking at 
meters is free on Sundays). Parking 

in Del Ray is always free!
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Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.

Worshipping Christ the King, Sundays at 8:30am and 10am
1801 North Quaker Lane | CTKAlexandria.org

in there and felt the vibe that I 
was trying to give,” she said. 
“He has a lot of soul in his mu-
sic, so I can relate on that sexy, 
soulful vibe of his songs.”

Hughes’ music doesn’t fit 
into any box, and while he and 
Siegel listed among their influ-
ences artists like Dirty Heads, 
Travis Scott, Mac Miller, Metro 
Boomin and Felly. 

“My music isn’t really simi-
lar to a lot of artists’, and I don’t 
really have a whole lot of influ-
ence[s],” Hughes said.

Instead, Hughes’ music can 
be identified by the feelings it 
evokes.

“My style of music is … a lot 
of good vibes music, feel-good 
music,” he said. “If you listen to 
my music, there’s a good chance 
you’re going to be in a good mood 
[and] have a positive mindset.”

These feelings influence 
Hughes’ gigs as well.

“If you go to one of my 
shows, I guarantee you will 
have so much fun, no matter 
what age you are,” he said. “My 
mom comes to my shows and 
has a lot of fun, and she brings 
her friends and it’s honestly a 
good time. It’s a good time for 
everyone.”

That upbeat attitude contin-
ues offstage as well, and Assel 
said it’s especially clear in-studio.

“You just can’t not be smiling 
and laughing when you’re with 
him,” she said. “He lights up the 
room.  He always makes you 
feel comfortable when you’re in 
the studio and confident, which 
is really important. He’s just the 
most fun to be around, and his 
music reflects that.”

Assel hopes for more col-
laboration in the future should 
schedules align, and Hughes 
said he would welcome the op-
portunity. 

“I could make a hundred 
songs with her in a week, prob-
ably,” he said. “She’s such a nice 
woman, she’s amazing — amaz-
ing talent; crazy good voice.”

Until then, Siegel is looking 
to expand his portfolio of artists 
and help Hughes reach the big 
time.

And Hughes?
He’s looking forward to his 

SEC tour, of course, and to col-
lege next fall after graduating 
from BI in 2018.

Ask him what he wants out 
of music and you’ll get the usual 
suspects in response: A com-
fortable life where his mom has 
nothing to worry about.

But “Young Hef” dreams 
bigger, too.

“I want the whole world to 
hear what I have to say,” he said. 
“I just want to really have the 
world hear my music.”

- eberkowitz@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Rapper Wiz Khalifa poses for a picture with Young Hef.
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Elevate Your Lifestyle
Here at                    APARTMENTS

w w w . r e n t r e m i n g t o n p l a c e . c o m

Casual Elegant  
High Rise  

Apartment Living

Studio/Eff - $995.00
1 Bedrooms -  $1130.00 -  

$1300.00
2 Bedrooms - $1450.00
All Utilities are included in the rent

* Controlled   
 access     
 buildings

* Free Parking

* Fitness Center

* 24 Hour  
   Emergency 
   Maintenance

* Balcony  
   (Select Units)

* Office Hours:  
   Monday –    
   Friday 
   9AM to 5PM  
   and Saturday     
  10AM – 2PM

* 301-630-9500 
   Call for Rental  
   Information
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Vice Mayor Justin Wilson:
“Very saddened to learn of the 
passing of our former Mayor 
and Senator Patsy Ticer. Our 
community is much stronger 
for her service,” Wilson said 
on his Facebook page.

Councilwoman 
Del Pepper: 
“Everybody I have ever known 
who knew Patsy said she was 
classy. That was the one word 
that defined Patsy. She did 
not gossip and she did not 
attack anybody personally. 
She might disagree with 
people, but she always found 
a way to say whatever she had 
to say in a tactful manner.”

State Senator Adam 
Ebbin, who took Ticer’s 
seat after she retired:
“For decades, Alexandria 
and Virginia benefited from 
Senator Patsy Ticer’s strong 
voice and leadership,” 
Ebbin said in a release. “As 
a trailblazing public servant 
and Alexandria’s first woman 
mayor, Patsy Ticer served as 
a passionate advocate for the 
health, education, and welfare 
of children, the protection of 
animals, and the preservation 
of Virginia’s natural beauty.”

Former State Senator 
Mary Margaret Whipple, 
who had an office 
adjacent to Ticer’s:
“Patsy was extraordinarily 
charming; everyone liked 
her, even those who voted 
against her legislation.  She 
was welcoming and gracious 
to everyone she met. And 
she was smart and even 
shrewd as she went about 
her legislative work.”

Ticer also had a well-de-
veloped “B.S.” meter.

“She had very little pa-
tience for nonsense,” Warder 
said. “She cut through all of 
that.”

As mayor, Ticer was best 

known for standing up to then 
Redskins owner Jack Kent 
Cooke, who wanted to build 
a new stadium for the team in 
the Potomac Yard area of Al-
exandria. 

In the state senate, she 
worked to advance legisla-
tion that helped families and 

children and advocated for 
environmental safeguards. 
According to a Democratic 
Caucus press release, Ticer 
also championed Virginia’s 
land conservation program. 

Her legislative successes 
included “laws to test infants 
for Congenital Adrenal Hy-

perplasia, a developmental 
disorder that can result in the 
death of a newborn child and 
require hearing tests for all 
infants,” the release said. She 
also successfully spearheaded 
legislation that required in-
surers to provide coverage for 
prosthetics.

Warder and May said two 
of Ticer’s defining character-
istics were her genuineness 
and tolerance for opposing 
viewpoints.

“I think she was so authen-
tic,” Warder said. “She was 
real. Whether you agreed with 
her politically or not, she was 
real.”

May concurred, saying, 
“She was open-minded and 
listened to people with dif-
ferent views. She would have 
a discussion with you even if 
you disagreed. Even though 
she had her own ideas about 
what was right, she would lis-
ten.”

Ultimately, they both said, 
she just wanted to serve oth-
ers.

“The common good was 
at the base of things for her,” 
Warder said. “She wanted to 
do the right thing. … Her in-
tegrity was never questioned.”

May said Ticer “…took to 
things and did them genuine-
ly. [She had] a genuine spirit 
of serving others and helping 
others and making others feel 
welcome.”

Ticer is survived by her 
four children: John T. Ticer 
Jr., Margaret Ticer Janowsky, 
Catherine Ticer, Virginia Tic-
er Baechler and five grand-
children.

Accolades for Patsy TicerTICER                       FROM | 7
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ARTS

BY RICHARD ROEPER

The magic man’s face is so buffed and shiny, it 
looks as if a Botox truck hit him.

His hair looks to be of a color not found in 
nature. It is so immovable the Jersey Boys would 
look to him for styling tips.

Moving about with flair and showmanship, 
he fills the air with cocky banter as he performs 
amazing feats.

He catches bullets in his bare hands! He can 
put mere mortals to sleep with a simple turn of 
phrase! He gazes into his magic crystal ball and 
can see all! And wait: Is that fire dancing 
from his hand? It is!

If you caught this guy’s act in a second-tier ca-
sino in Vegas because David Copperfield’s show 
was sold out, you might enjoy the performance.

Problem is, the sorcerer I’ve described here is 
Matthew McConaughey’s Man in Black, aka Wal-
ter O’Dim, the most evil and terrifying entity in 
the galaxy. As the devil incarnate in “The Dark 
Tower,” he’s supposed to send chills down your 

Movie Review: “The Dark Tower”
Spaghetti Western adaptation of 
Stephen King series jumps the gun

COURTESY PHOTO

SEE DARK TOWER       | 16

HOMES YOUR HOME AS A GREEN HOUSE
Tips on how to make your house literally 
green — with plants. Find the greenery 
that matches best with your style.

18 CALENDAR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER  EVENTS
Meet fall with this lineup of outdoor 
events, fundraisers and history classes 
about whiskey.

20

Living
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spine and give you nightmares, 
but he’s nothing but a preening, 
one-dimensional goof.

I’m more frightened by the 
car commercial version of Mc-
Conaughey who tells his dogs 
they’re not going for sushi 
again.

A great actor giving a ter-
rible performance as the lead 
villain is but one of the many, 
many, many unfortunate ele-
ments in “The Dark Tower,” 
which is inspired by the Stephen 
King book series but comes 
across as more of a tribute to 
big-budget but poorly made sci-
fi thrillers from the 1980s.

The cinematography has a 
washed-out, dull tone. The spe-
cial effects are mediocre. With 
a few exceptions, the dialogue 
is stilted and filled with expos-
itory passages so obviously in-
tended to explain things to us, I 
half-expected characters to turn 
to the camera and say, “Here’s 
what you need to know so you 
can understand what’s happen-
ing.”

Tom Taylor plays Jake 
Chambers, an 11-year-old boy 
plagued by intensely realis-
tic nightmares featuring the 
aforementioned Man in Black, 
a Gunslinger on a mission to 
track down and kill the MIB, 
and a mysterious tower of epic 
proportions. Jake’s notebooks 
and his bedroom walls are 
filled with drawings taken di-
rectly from these dreams.

Through a series of events 
with more than a passing sim-
ilarity to certain circumstances 
in the first “Terminator” movie 
(with a generous helping of the 
“Men in Black” movies on the 
side), we learn Jake isn’t crazy, 
and in fact his dreams are ac-
curate visions of an intergalac-
tic war taking place far beyond 
Earth (or Keystone Earth, as it 
is known in those otherworldly 
circles).

Jake finds a portal in Brook-
lyn (“A Portal in Brooklyn,” 
wasn’t that a Simon & Garfun-
kel song?) and is sucked into 
the strange and forbidding Mid-
World, with its vast mountains 

and deep, dark forests.
(References to Stephen 

King works including “It” and 
“1408” pop up from time to 
time in this movie. These types 
of Easter eggs can be fun, but in 
this case add practically noth-
ing to the story at hand.)

In quick fashion, Jake stum-
bles upon the Gunslinger (Idris 
Elba) from his dreams. After 
the obligatory, gruff “go home, 
kid” stuff from the Gunslinger, 
they join forces in the hopes 
of finding the elusive Walter 
O’Dim.

So it turns out the Dark Tow-
er is a real thing. It is the one 
and only barricade protecting 
the inhabitants of all the plan-
ets (including Keystone Earth) 
from the unrelenting forces of 
evil lurking on the other side.

For eons, Walter O’Dim 
has been launching attacks on 
the Dark Tower. He wants to 
destroy the tower and become 
the ruler of a monstrous, hell-
ish world. (Doesn’t sound like 
much fun, but at least Walter 
has goals.)

But get this! The only 
weapon that can do damage to 
the Dark Tower is the psychic 
power of an exceptional child. 
These kids are said to have a 
“shine” — something mirac-
ulous in their mind that gives 
them supernatural abilities. 
Walter and his army of mon-
sters have been systematically 
kidnapping children, torturing 
them and using their psyches as 
missiles to take down the tower.

I’m not kidding.
Our boy Jake has the great-

est shine of them all, so even 
as Jake and the Gunslinger 
pursue Walter, it’s Walter who 
is setting the trap on Keystone 
Earth to lure them into his web. 
(Bahahahaha!) If Walter can 
harness Jake’s shine, he can de-
stroy the Dark Tower once and 
for all!

“The Dark Tower” briefly 
springs to life when Jake and 
the Gunslinger return to New 
York. We’ve seen this “alien 
amazed by our crazy world” 
shtick before, but it’s still funny 

Downsizing or Settling 
an Estate in Virginia?

^SELL EVERYTHING IN 
JUST 2 WEEKS

703-594-7316 
.com/Alexandria

Local expert help in Virginia to sell everything!

call

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
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HOME OF THE WEEK

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

At a Glance

This meticulously main-
tained historic home sits 
perched over the Potomac Riv-
er on South Lee Street, one of 
the most sought after streets in 
Old Town.  Original heart pine 
floors and nine-foot-high ceil-
ings welcome you into an ele-
gant main living room, where 
guests have been entertained 
for almost 200 years.  Modern 

features are found throughout, 
including a gorgeous family 
room addition, updated kitch-
en, three working gas fire-
places, upper level laundry 
and abundant storage – both 
attic and basement – which are 
rarely found in similar exam-
ples.  Outdoor living here could 
not be better in the beautiful-
ly landscaped private garden, 

featuring a built-in gas grill, a 
water feature and mature plant-
ings, which are all located off 
the main level family room.  

The upper level includes 
two generous bedrooms and a 
bonus room configurable to an 
office space, a sitting room or 
an additional bunkroom. The 
master bedroom includes 
French doors and Juliet bal-

cony overlooking the magnif-
icent garden and an exquisite 
master bath with a deep soak-
ing tub. 

Located just several blocks 
from award-winning dining 
and abundant retail options, 
this unique residence seamless-
ly melds historic Old Town au-
thenticity with modern ameni-
ties, convenience and livability.

Location: 316 S. Lee St., 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town 
Price: $1,050,000
Square Feet: 1,720
Bedrooms: 2, plus an office
Bathrooms: 2.5
Year Built: 1830
Contact: Lauren Bishop
McEnearney Associates, Old 
Town,  202-361-5079, 
www.laurenbishophomes.com

PHOTOS/SHOOT AND SHOWCASE
Left: An absolutely stunning private garden oasis. Center: This home boasts two spacious bedrooms, in addition to an office that 
can easily be converted into a bunkroom. Right: A gas lantern welcomes you to this beautiful home, which is located just steps from 
parks, restaurants, shopping and the river.

Old town authenticity on South Lee Street

Part 1 of 2
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

So, remember when talking 
to your plants was a thing? If 
you do, you can probably pic-
ture macrame-sleeved hanging 
spider plants. That was groovy 
accessorizing in the ‘70s.  

Guess what? Macrame is 
back. And so are houseplants. 
In this first part, we look at the 
reasons house plants are regain-
ing popularity and the trend 
toward growing indoor vegeta-
bles.

Under the radar as a design 
trend, suddenly houseplants 
— and the containers for them 
— are almost as hot as the siz-
zling summer hit “Despacito,” 
though we can’t vouch that 
views on retailer websites are 
anywhere near the 3 billion 
eyes on the Luis Fonsi YouTube 
video.  

What is significant about 
this verdant trend is that it’s 
more expansive than before. 
In past decades, it was large-
scale sculptural plants that won 
over designers, who then were 

tasked with finding appropriate 
containers for those palms and 
fiddle leaf figs that looked good 
and suited the style of the de-
cor.   

Now, smaller plants are 
garnering attention, and it’s as 
much about the green styles 
and textures — from asparagus 
ferns to newer air and string 
plants as well as succulents 
— that are driving a need for 
more particular and innovative 
designs in containers. There’s 

Ideas to turn your home into a ‘green house’

SEE GREEN HOUSE          | 19PHOTO/WEST ELM 

Mid-century 
modern style 
in a striking 
combination 
of white ce-
ramic bowls on 
turned tapered 
walnut legs. 
The planters 
from West Elm 
are inspired by 
clean silhou-
ettes of the 
‘50s and ‘60s. 
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EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 

Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

 Treat yourself  
to lunch  

or dinner 
at Fontaine Caffe.

119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151 ♥  www.FontaineCaffe.com

more to it than color, includ-
ing tapping into current design 
trends from matte black and 
geometrics to 3D and textural 
surfaces.  

Even brands like Tom Dix-
on have weighed in, in elegant 
copper and glass contain-
ers that can hold flowers or 
plants.  

Like popular planters for 
the patio or window boxes, 
there’s a range of squares and 
rectangles as well as round 
pots. There are trays that usu-
ally include at least a trio of 
pots — perfect for use as a 
centerpiece on a dining table. 

The terrarium also has made 
a comeback — and in a variety 
of new forms that combine glass 
with wood. Some glass orbs can 
be suspended from the ceiling 
chandelier style, staggered and 
in multiples. At Anthropolo-
gie (www.anthropologie.com), 
there’s even a brass and colored 
glass mobile.  

Curiously, Pottery Barn 
has an entire plant shop that 
covers all of the trends and 
targets those without green 
thumbs. Its message: “Get the 
houseplant look” — with faux 
greens.  

One reason for this current 
resurgence in houseplants is a 
desire to connect with nature, to 
bring the outdoors in, in apart-
ments and single-family homes 
that have little outdoor space. 
Many want to grow their own 
herbs and vegetables — and if 
they can’t do it outside, why not 
inside? Hydroponics (growing 
plants without soil), aquapon-
ics (in water), grow lights and 
special herb pots for the kitchen 
are cultivating interest.  

There are, of course, the 
health benefits of plants. More 
than 10 years ago, says Susan 
McCoy, CEO of the Garden 
Media Group, a boutique mar-
keting firm that tracks trends 
in horticulture and garden-
ing, plant folks were preach-
ing about how they clean the 
air of volatile organic com-
pounds.  

“At the time we thought, 
who is going to know what that 
is?” says McCoy. Today, VOCs 
are part of the dialog regarding 
paints, fabrics and floor cover-
ings.  

“A recent study shows that 
52 percent of Americans know 
that houseplants help purify 
the air,” says McCoy. 

That’s good, because stud-
ies from the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency found 
that levels of indoor air pollu-
tion can be two to five times 
(and in some cases 10 times) 
higher than outdoor air. Some 
of the best plants to absorb in-
door toxins include peace lilies, 
orchids and ferns.  

As mainstream consumers 
grow food indoors, Garden 
Media’s “Grow 365” report 
states that “indoor gardening 
is redefined. Growing clean 
fresh food is a necessity, not a 
luxury.”

Indeed, growing your own 

vegetables and herbs indoors is 
becoming quite the movement. 
And along with it come new 
ideas about how to provide wa-
ter and light.  

Some home builders have 
begun to install grow lights in 
kitchens or potting rooms, and 
it’s a natural for kitchen man-
ufacturers to design soffits or 
“canopies” with LEDs above 
long shelves that can display 
potted basil, sage, dill and 
rosemary.  

Several Kickstarter cam-
paigns soon will be enabling 
products from companies 
like GrowChef (www.grow-
chef.com), which has an in-
door hydroponic system with 
three-color LED lights that 
claims to harvest as much as 
an almost 10-foot-long garden 
with a daily yield. Another, 
SproutsiO (www.sprouts.iO), 
is an app-controlled “Personal 

GREEN HOUSE       FROM | 18

SEE GREEN HOUSE         | 25

PHOTO/CB2
Plants again are being assimilated into home decor, welcoming 
green indoors. These simple hanging gold globes from CB2 (also 
available in silver) can add a modern decorative touch. The two-
piece raj hanging planters are designed to be hung high or low. 
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AUGUST 10

FAIRFAX ANIMAL SHELTER 
FUNDRAISER Alexandria’s loca-
tions of Chipotle Mexican Grill will 
take part in a Northern Virginia-wide 
fundraiser for Friends of the Fairfax 
County Animal Shelter. Customers 
dining in those locations can mention 
the fundraiser to donate 50 percent 
of the sales to the nonprofit. 
Time: 10:45 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Location: Chipotle Mexican Grill lo-
cations (601 King St., 3425 Jefferson 
Davis Highway, 4531 Duke St.)
Information: http://www.ffcas.org/ 

SECOND THURSDAY ART 

NIGHT Come get your hands dirty 
during the August Second Thursday Art 
Night. Play with clay with Lindsay Hall, 
the Torpedo Factory’s summer post-
grad resident. Create collages in Target 
Gallery and assemblage boxes on the 
third floor with the Torpedo Factory Art-
ists’ Association. Attend receptions in 
The Art League Gallery (Studio 21) and 
The Associates Gallery (Studio 311).
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory, 105 N. 
Union St.
Information: 703-746-4570

AUGUST 11

FRIDAY NIGHT ON THE 

SQUARE The Alexandria Harmoniz-
ers featuring Men’s Barbershop will 
perform at this evening concert. Feel 
free to bring a picnic supper or folding 
chairs and enjoy the evening.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St.
Information: 703-746-5592

EXHIBITION: COMBAT PA-
PER/WARRIOR WRITERS 
Torpedo Factory partners with USO 
Metro, Combat Paper NJ, Warrior Writ-
ers and Community Building Artworks 
for a one-night exhibition made by 
service members and veterans. This 
event follows a four-day workshop at 
the USO Warrior and Family Center at 
Fort Belvoir, where service members 
and veterans make “combat paper” 
out of used military uniforms and use 
it to create art. This event will include 
a reception for attendees followed by 
an open mic. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory, 105 N. 
Union St.
Information: 703-746-4750

AUGUST 12

BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRIVE 
Transcontinental Empowerment Cor-
poration partners with Action Chapel 
Virginia to hold a “back-to-school” 
event that will provide free school 
supplies, including backpacks, to 
local children. Students can also get 
free haircuts and health screenings at 
the event. 
Time: 3 p.m. 
Location: Action Chapel Virginia, 
6315 Bren Mar Drive 
Information: www.supporttec.com 

AUGUST 13

OUTLANDER TOUR This Apothe-
cary Museum Geek Tour will explore 
the herbal medicines used by Diana 
Gabaldon in the “Outlander” book 
series, from cascara to dauco seeds. 
Admission is $15 for the hourlong tour 
and it’s recommended for adults only. 
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.  
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105 to 107 Fairfax St. 
Information: 703-746-3852

THE LATE SHIFT: BOARD-
WALK NIGHTS The Late Shift: 
Boardwalk Nights is the last of three 
late-night festivals over the course of 
the 2017 summer season. Experience 
a late night art happening along the 
riverfront and in the Torpedo Factory.
Time: 7 p.m. to midnight 
Location: Torpedo Factory, 105 N. 
Union St.
Information: 703-746-4570

AUGUST 21

CHAMBER GOLF CLASSIC The 
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce 
hosts its golf classic at Mount Vernon 
County Club. The event includes a 
reception, a dinner and prizes. The 
event costs $300 for a single player 
and $1200 for a group of four.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location:  Mount Vernon County 
Club, 5111 Old Mill Road
Information: http://web.alexcham-
ber.com/events/Golf-Classic-Present-
ed-by-MGM-National-Harbour-2287/
details

AUGUST 24

HISTORY OF THE ATHENAEUM 
Meredith Barber, a local historian and 
student at the University of William 
& Mary, makes a presentation on 
previously unknown history of the 
Athenaeum during the Civil War 
discovered through research at the 
National Archives, including its use 
as a logistics center by the Union 
Army. Admission is $5 and free for 
Northern Virginia Fine Arts Associa-
tion members.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Anthenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: 703-548-0035

AUGUST 26

LECTURE: HISTORICALLY 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN LEISURE 
This lecture from author and public 
historian Patsy M. Fletcher explores the 
late-19th-century and mid-20th-cen-
tury leisure destinations sought by 
Washington, D.C.’s African-American 
residents to avoid the burden of racial 
oppression. Some of these destina-
tions included picnic parks like Eureka 
and Madre’s, which were accessible 
by streetcars, and black-owned steam-
boats that transported passengers to 
places like Collingwood Beach. This 
lecture will reveal the history behind 
Washington’s forgotten era of Afri-
can-American leisure.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

SEPTEMBER 2

SATURDAY CINEMA AT CAR-
LYLE The outdoor film series will 
feature classic rom-com “When Harry 
Met Sally” at dusk. 
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 
John Carlyle St. 
Information: www.AlexandriaVA.
gov/CarlyleFun

SEPTEMBER 8

PATRIOT DAY GOLF CLASSIC 
Belle Haven Country Club will host 
its Patriot Day Golf Classic to honor 
those impacted by Sept. 11, 2001, 
as well as members of the military 
and emergency first responders. This 
fundraiser will benefit the Renewed 
Hope Foundation and Links to Free-
dom Golf Foundation. The event will 
feature an 18-hole Captain’s Choice 
Step Aside tournament, followed by 
awards and a reception. 
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Location: Belle Haven Country Club, 
6023 Fort Hunt Road
Information: http://www.belle-
havencc.com/golf/patriot

SEPTEMBER 15

HISTORY BY THE GLASS: 
WHISKEY Learn more about the 
space where history and drinks inter-
sect at “History by the Glass.” Enjoy 
drinks at the tavern, which historical-
ly served a wide variety of beverages, 
and learn more about the history 
behind them. Admission costs $50 
per person and includes two drink 
tickets and light hors d’oeuvres.  
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St. 
Information: https://shop.alexan-
driava.gov/events.aspx

SEPTEMBER 18

FORE THE KIDS GOLF TOUR-
NAMENT The Alexandria Boys and 
Girls Club hosts its annual golf fund-
raiser at the Springfield Golf and Coun-
try Club. A registration and lunch on 
the patio will begin at 11 a.m., followed 
by the tournament and a reception and 
award ceremony will follow.
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Springfield Golf & County 
Club, 8301 Old Keene Road, Spring-
field, Virginia 22152
Information: http://www.bgcgw.
org/club-page/fore-the-kids/

SEPTEMBER 24

RUN GEEK RUN 5K Ironistic 
and Hudson Studio co-host the 
10th Annual Run! Geek! Run! 5K. All 
proceeds from the event go directly 
to Firefighters Helping Hands Relief 
Foundation, which provides for Alex-
andria firefighters in the event of an 
unforeseen catastrophic event.  
Time: 8:30 a.m.  
Location: Potomac Yard, Main Line 
Blvd.  
Information: http://rungeekrun.
com/
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Legally Blonde                    7/22 - 8/12

This musical is so much fun, it 
should be illegal! Based on the 
much-loved movie, 
this modern musical 
will take you on 
a journey of self-
discovery with Elle, 
all while enjoying the 
ridiculously playful 
and entertaining  
song-and-dance 
numbers.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early 
at our box office 
or online!

Coming soon

STUDENTS
CRUISE FREE

Students of all ages enjoy a Monuments Tour free when 
accompanied by an adult or displaying a current campus I.D. 

PotomacRiverboatCo.com  |  703.684.0580
POTOMAC RIVERBOAT COMPANY

O� er valid 8/7 – 8/21 
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FALL 
MARKET

MYTH:

ZELSMAN 
POWERS 
GROUP

You wisely want to sell your house during a robust 
real estate market. Sell this fall. 

Call the professional realtors at Zelsman Powers Group 
of Coldwell Banker to schedule a home visit and 
Get SOLD. 

CALL 202.390.8714

Michelle Zelsman 202.390.8714 or Jimmie Powers 703.932.5643
310 King Street Alexandria VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

ZelsmanPowersGroup.com

If your home is currently listed with another brokerage, this is not intended to be a solicitation of that listing.
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

        - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
Seeing the ongoing stream of letters to the 

editor about bicycles in Old Town, it seems to 
me the focus should not be on motorists who 
think bicyclists should behave differently 
(e.g. not run stop signs), or on bicyclists who 
feel pedestrians should behave differently 
(e.g. not jaywalk), or on pedestrians who feel 
both motorists and bicyclists should behave 
differently, but rather the focus should be on 
making Old Town more accommodating to 
bicycles. 

Bicyclists using the many bike trails in the 
D.C. area need to get through Old Town. How 
about making half of Union Street one-way 
south for cars, with the other half segregat-
ed for bicycles? Besides countries like the 
Netherlands, and cities like Portland, Oregon, 
communities in our own area, like Bethesda 
and Silver Spring, are working to make things 
more accommodating to bicycles. They have 
found that making things more accommo-
dating to bicycles cuts down on automobile 
traffic and more bicycles on the road make 

motorists more tolerant of bicycles. 
I think we could get creative, rather than 

complain and expect our law enforcement of-
ficers to solve the problem.

-Mike Schauer,
Alexandria    

Instead of pointing fingers, how about search-
ing for ways to accommodate bicycles?

As we mourn the passing this week of Patsy Ticer, we also 
celebrate her life and many achievements.

Ticer was the embodiment of the best of Alexandria. She 
was smart, educated, gregarious, caring and accomplished. For 
many of us, it’s difficult to imagine an Alexandria without her. 
She was part of our public life as an elected official for almost 
three decades, and as an active community volunteer for two 
decades prior to her public service.

Ticer’s list of accomplishments is long. Most city residents 
know she was our state senator for 15 years, and served on city 
council, as vice mayor and later as mayor, for the 14 years prior. 
Most know in general terms that she advocated for children and 
families and for environmental preservation. Most probably re-
member that she was the woman who stood up to then Washing-
ton Redskins owner Jack Kent Cooke over a proposed stadium 
in Alexandria – and won.

Fewer, perhaps, know about her extensive community ser-
vice and leadership roles beyond her elected offices.

Yes, she was Alexandria’s first elected woman mayor when 
she took the gavel in 1991 – but 13 years before that, she had 
been the first female senior warden in the then 169-year history 
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. She also served as chair of the 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments and as pres-
ident of the National Association of Regional Councils, one of 
only a handful of women to ever head those organizations.

Her community involvement truly touched every facet of Al-
exandria life. She served on the PTA when her children were in 
school. She was a member of the Alexandria Hospital Board. 
She was president of the Transportation Planning Board, and 
served on boards for the Alexandria Library, the United Way 
and the Humane Society — all while raising four children with 
her husband, John “Jack” Ticer.

In addition to celebrating Ticer’s life, there are many lessons 
we can draw from it. Not everyone is called to serve in elected 
office like she was. Few have her combination of temperament, 
talent and interest. But there are so many other ways in which we 
should all strive to emulate her.

She conducted herself throughout the years and in her var-
ious roles with great civility. As numerous people have noted, 
she actually listened to those who held views that were different 
from her own. We would all do well to treat others with her level 
of courtesy and respect.

Her compassion for those in need, fueled by a great faith, 
was clearly the underlying motivation for all she accomplished. 
Some people are naturally empathetic, while for others compas-
sion is an act of will. Now, more than ever, it’s an effort worth 
making.

Finally, Ticer was friendly and welcoming, whether in church, 
at public events or in carrying out her official duties. Public offi-
cial was only one of the many facets of Patsy Ticer. State senator 
and mayor, yes. But also volunteer, neighbor, church warden, 
mother, wife, Alexandrian. What a well-lived life.

Rest in peace.

The example 
of Patsy Ticer

... communities in 
our own area, like 
Bethesda and Silver 

Spring, are working to make 
things more accommodating 
to bicycles. They have found 
that making things more 
accommodating to bicycles 
cuts down on automobile 
traffic and more bicycles on 
the road make motorists 
more tolerant of bicycles.”
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Alexandria in Action 
with John Porter

This column originally ran in the Au-
gust 11, 2016 edition of the Alexandria 
Times.

“I’ve heard good things about ACT 
for Alexandria, but what do you do?”

This is the most fre-
quently asked question 
my community foun-
dation colleagues and I 
confront. While com-
munity foundations 
have been around for 
more than a century, few 
truly understand what 
they do or what services 
they provide.

I constantly find 
myself explaining that, 
while we’re not a direct 
service provider, we 
provide extremely valu-
able services to the amazing nonprof-
it and governmental organizations and 
agencies that do provide direct services 
in our community. Or, as I put it, “We 
don’t feed hungry people or house the 
homeless, but we help the organizations 
that do to be able to do it better.” That 
sounds plausible, but still leaves much to 
be understood.

I hope the following frequently asked 
questions — and answers — provide 
a better understanding of community 
foundations and particularly ACT for Al-
exandria.

What does ACT do?
As a community foundation, ACT 

works to improve our community in a 
number of ways. We convene residents 
around issues of importance, work with 
nonprofits and city agencies to collabo-
rate in areas of mutual interest and con-
nect donors with causes about which they 
are passionate.

ACT provides community-minded 
and philanthropically inclined residents 
with a number of ways to better focus 
their contributions in the community — 
in ways that have a broader impact on 
those in need and the larger community.

 
How does ACT do this?

There are a number of examples 
where ACT has served the communi-
ty in a collaborator role, from helping 
to found the Center for Alexandria’s 

Children to better 
coordinating child-
abuse prevention and 
response services, to 
our present conven-
ing role on the issue 
of early child care 
and education.

ACT also pro-
vides interested 
community members 
with the opportuni-
ty to establish donor 
advised funds — 
charitable funds that 
operate much like a 

bank account but with money going to 
nonprofits, churches, synagogues and 
schools instead of paying bills.

Lastly, ACT works with local non-
profits to help them better do what they 
do. We annually provide capacity im-
provement grants, host the IMPACT 
Forum, partner on various workshops 
and leadership development opportu-
nities and coordinate Spring2ACTion, 
which raised more than $1.3 million 
this year for participating nonprofits.

Why ACT? Can’t I just give  
directly?

You certainly can. We promote giving 
to help those in need in Alexandria and 
beyond and provide a number of ways to 
assist with this. Coupled with the exper-
tise of our staff and board, donations are 
properly considered, strategic and have 
the desired impact.

Directing donations through a fund 
with ACT helps both the charity you care 
about and the larger community. And us-
ing a fund to target your donations more 
strategically generally results in a larger 
impact.

Alexandria in Action: Com-
munity Foundations 101

John Porter
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To the editor:
Volunteer Alexandria, your 

lead agency for the recruitment 
and management of unaffiliated 
volunteers during an emergency, 
would like to offer some tips on 
ways to keep your pets and your-
selves safe during the extreme 
heat of summer.

When organizing outdoor 
events, companies and nonprof-
it organizations should consider 
“pet stations” where pets can rest 
in the shade and drink water. Pet 
owners are advised to carry a 
photo of themselves together with 
their pets, whether at an event or 
just if your pet should get loose 
in general, in case of separation. 
The picture will show ownership 
and allow others to assist in iden-
tifying your pet. 

Here are additional tips 
on what to do and how to 
stay cool during extreme 
heat: 
n Get informed by signing up 
on Alexandria eNews to receive 
important news and emergency 
alerts 
n  Stay indoors and try to stay on 
the coolest level of the house 
n  Drink plenty of water and limit 
alcoholic beverages 
n  Dress in loose-fitting clothes
n  Never leave children or pets in 
closed vehicles
n  Eat light meals
n  Check on family, friends and 
neighbors

Watch for sickness, including 
heat cramps (muscular pains and 
spasms due to heavy exertion) that 
can occur in heat. If you see some-
one experiencing heat cramps, get 
the person to a cooler location and 
remove excess clothing. Give cool 
sports drinks. Do not give liquids 
with caffeine or alcohol and seek 
medical attention if the cramps 
do not subside in an hour, the vic-
tim has heart problems or is on a 
low-sodium diet.

In case of heat exhaus-
tion (symptoms include heavy 
sweating, paleness, muscle 
cramps, tiredness, weakness, 

dizziness, headaches, nausea, 
fainting) move the victim to an 
air-conditioned place and have 
them lie down. Loosen or remove 
clothing and cool the victim by 
placing them in a cool shower 
or bath, or by applying cool, wet 
cloths.

Give sips of water or cool 
sports drinks containing salt and 
sugar. Seek immediate medical 
attention if there is no improve-
ment, the victim is unable to take 
fluids, vomiting occurs, or any 
symptoms are severe.

In case of a heat stroke, call 
911 or the emergency medical 
services on site. Heat stroke 
is a life-threatening condition 
where the victim’s temperature 
control system, which produces 
sweating to cool the body, stops 
working and the body tempera-
ture can rise so high that brain 
damage and death may result if 
the body is not cooled quickly. 
Symptoms include extremely 
high body temperature above 
103 degrees Fahrenheit, hot dry 
red skin, rapid strong pulse, 
headache, dizziness, nausea, 
confusion and unconsciousness. 
Until the emergency medical 
personnel arrive on scene or 
during transport to the hospital, 
move the person to a cooler loca-
tion, cool by removing clothing 
and bathe, sponging, applying a 
cold wet sheet. Do not give the 
victim fluids to drink.

If you would like to learn 
more, get trained or become an 
emergency preparedness volun-
teer and be able to train others 
in various topics such as extreme 
heat, please sign up at www.vol-
unteeralexandria.org and enter 
in the search field “become an 
emergency preparedness volun-
teer.”  Email Ioana at emergen-
cyresponse@volunteeralexan-
dria.org to be added for upcoming 
trainings: The Role of the Media 
in Disasters on 8/14/17 or Active 
Shooting Training on 8/24/17).

- Ioana Lutai,
Emergency Preparedness 

Manager,
Volunteer Alexandria

Keeping yourselves and your 
pets safe in extreme heat
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This Week 
Are you in favor of T.C. Williams’ restructured 
academies for the Minnie Howard and King  
Street campuses?
A. Yes     B.  No
C. I’m undecided

Part 1 
One of the earliest planned 

developments in 20th century 
Alexandria was the Yates Gar-
dens complex, started south of 
Franklin Street in 1940, largely 
in the vicinity centered around 
South Pitt and South Royal 
Streets.  The area is named after 
the family that owned the horti-
cultural lands and tree nursery 
created in the area in the early 
19th century.  

Later, the property was also 
used periodically as a sort of 
community pleasure grounds, 
where outdoor picnics and cel-
ebrations could be held away 
from the built-up downtown 
area in a more rustic setting with 
specimen plantings, open fields 
and scenic views of the river.

The land was first developed 
as a market garden by Peter Bil-
ly in the early 19th century, and 
then leased to William Yeates, a 
Quaker, in 1813.  A skilled gar-
dener and pump maker, Yeates 
intended to develop a major hor-
ticultural business in the newly 
designated national capital, of 
which Alexandria was then a 
part.  

As years passed, he pur-
chased surrounding lands and 
added a personal residence to the 
site on the south side of Frank-
lin Street that was assessed at 
$4,000 in 1826. Yeates was one 
of the first nurserymen to rec-
ognize the need for ornamental 
plantings and fruit trees in the 
growing city, and although he 
died that same year, his son and 
namesake immediately assumed 
his role, advertising trees that 
bore pears and “apples of all 

sorts” just months after his fa-
ther’s death.

Despite the primary business 
strategy of the Yeates family, 
Alexandria’s growth during its 
inclusion in the District of Co-
lumbia was stagnated due to the 
restriction of Federal buildings 
to the eastern side of the Poto-
mac. Ultimately D.C.’s County 
of Alexandria was retroceded 
back to the Commonwealth of 
Virginia in 1847 after Congress 
approved the plan a year earlier.  

Two years later, William Jr. 
died and operation of the nurs-
ery site passed to John Wilson, 
who introduced public use of the 
site for outdoor events. During 
the Civil War, the site of “Yeates 
Gardens” and the original resi-
dence was included on an 1862 
map of the U.S. Sanitary Com-
mission, still located in a large-
ly unbuilt area in the southeast 
quadrant of the city.  

But within two years, most of 

the area just to the north would 
be filled in by “Hayti” and “The 
Hill” neighborhoods, where Af-
rican American Contrabands 
settled in tents and hastily-built 
dwellings after their desperate 
escape from the deep South, 
seeking protection by federal 
troops in union-held Alexandria. 
When the war ended, the entire 
area languished for decades as 
the city entered a decades-long 
economic slump.

With the start of World War I, 
Alexandria’s economic fortunes 
improved and the city began to 
attract scores of new workers for 
the Federal government, transi-
tioning into a bedroom commu-
nity for Washington well before 
the Second World War.  But as 
global circumstances grew dark 
by 1940, the need for local hous-
ing for military and government 
personnel skyrocketed. 

This increased demand for 
housing coincided with the on-

going restoration of Virginia’s 
colonial capital at Williamsburg, 
begun in late 1927 by John D. 
Rockefeller Jr. and his wife, 
the noted art patron Abby Al-
drich Rockefeller. That massive 
preservation initiative, the most 
comprehensive living history 
museum project yet sponsored in 
the United States, inspired an in-
tense interest in America’s 18th 
century landscape, architecture 
and decorative arts heritage 
across the country.  

Alexandria was part of the 
burgeoning restoration move-
ment. During the pre-and post-
war period, a time when the 
nation’s third regulated historic 
district — the Old and Histor-
ic Alexandria District — was 
designated, new civic buildings 
were constructed per tradition-
al Virginia architectural styles, 
and even utilitarian new devel-
opment incorporated historical 
design elements.  

The new Yates Gardens 
townhouse development, as 
seen in this 1941 promotional 
photograph taken for developer 
Edward Carr, capitalized on the 
architectural legacy of early Al-
exandria, but also incorporated 
landscaped setbacks for street 
front garden areas, rarely seen 
in the city street grid before that 
time.  In addition to traditional 
townhomes, updated with the 
latest conveniences of the time, 
the development incorporated 
quaint neighborhood amenities 
including hand-lettered wood-
en street signs, vintage lamp-
posts, decorative fencing and 

Yates Gardens dates to Yeates the gardener

 PHOTO, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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This Week 
Who should be included in the approval poll for  
the proposed business improvement district?
74% Both business and commercial property owners
18%  Just business owners
9% Just commercial property owners

The Yates Gardens townhouse development in 1941.
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Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491, Richmond, VA 23261 
www.abc.virginia.gov

Retail License Application, page 11805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

 

 

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] Lou Loong Tau LLC
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter 
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club, 
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name.

Trading as: TD Karaoke
(trade name)

2980 Gallows Rd Falls Church VA 22042-1018_____________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade)

           Falls Church

Fairfax County

(county)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a Wine and Beer on & off Premises and Keg Permit and Mixed Beverage on Premises license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for)

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov or

800-552-3200.

Virginia 
(state) (zip + 4) 

(city/town) 

22042-1018 

LEGAL NOTICE

Yellow Dot Designs
Print • Web • Video

YELLOW DOT NEWS
During April and May, 
Ellen Hamilton, Chief 
Creative at Yellow Dot 
Designs, did the lay-out
and design for the 
Alexandria Times 
newspaper.
Contact Yellow Dot 
Designs for your print, 
web and video needs.

YELLOWDOTDESIGNS.COM
703-328-8046   ellen@yellowdotdesigns.com

when the Gunslinger reacts to a 
couple of call girls on the sub-
way, and a clip he sees on TV 
featuring talking animals.

But soon we’re plunged 
back into the tedious tug-of-
war between the smirking 
Walter and the noble but belea-
guered Gunslinger, with little 
Jake trying to learn how to use 
his powers while coping with 
tragic personal loss. (Unfortu-
nately, young Tom Taylor is in 
over his head, especially when 
he’s called upon to go big and 
convey shock and sorrow, or 
demonstrate fierce heroics.)

Perhaps someone, someday, 
will have another go at “The 
Dark Tower,” and it will be a 
chilling and profound sci-fi 
Spaghetti Western, with mean-
ingful King Arthur mythology 
and enduring characters.

The door is wide open. It 
won’t take much to make us 
forget this version.

DARK TOWER        FROM | 16

Drivers

PACKAGE GAS DRIVER 1
Manassas Park, VA

Matheson, a leading mfr. of industrial, medical & specialty 
gases, seeks a Package Gas Driver 1 for our Manassas 
Park facility. The primary responsibility of the Driver is 
to transport materials in a safe and timely manner by 
applying knowledge for commercial driving regulations, 
and roads in the area. H.S. Diploma and must possess 
a valid commercial Class B Driver’s License, Hazmat, 
Airbrake Endorsements, and Medical card; packaged gas 
straight truck driver to include pumper, micro-bulk. Class 
A Driver’s License & Tanker Endorsements preferred, 
along with competitive pay, medical, dental, vision, 401k, 
and paid vacation.

Apply online at:
https://mathesongas.silkroad.com/epostings
Req. #4323-131

Matheson is an EO employer – M/F/Veteran/Disability    

Produce” system.   
More portable options in-

clude lamps that can be assimi-
lated into the decor, an alterna-
tive to a bulky standalone. One 
exquisite example from Czech 
glass company Brokis (www.
brokis.eu) features an elegant 
rose bowl on a wood stand cen-
tered by a lamp that lights the 
plants that circle it. It’s tailored to 

the needs of specific succulents. 
Another category is the 

mini-greenhouse. Sweden’s 
Design House Stockholm re-
cently teamed with the design 
group Atelier 2+ to create an 
architectural piece that looks 
like a glass house on legs. Its 
Thai designers felt a need to 
get closer to nature while liv-
ing in Sweden, “and to make 
room inside our dwelling for 
the nature that surrounds us.”

 Available in ash or charcoal, 
it makes a fetching architectural 
statement — in addition to bring-
ing a lovely mini garden indoors 
(www.ateliertwoplus.com). 

Whether they are house-
plants for health reasons or food 
for your table, growing plants 
indoors appears to be back to 
stay. Next week we will explore 
more benefits of having plants 
indoors, as well as styles and 
trends in indoor containers.

GREEN HOUSE       FROM | 19

rustic stone walls.   
Echoing this theme of early 

Americana, the young families 
that quickly moved in filled 
their homes with modest re-
production furnishings and 

accessories that reflected the 
colonial period.  

Over the next few weeks, 
this column will further ex-
plore the impact of Yates Gar-
dens design on city planning 
principles and design in the 
Port City. 

YEATES                FROM | 24

What are some ex-
amples of funds and 
what charities they 
support?

ACT hosts more than 80 
charitable funds. Many are 
individual or family donor ad-
vised funds, from which the 
originator can give to what-
ever charitable causes they 
wish. While ACT encourag-
es supporting local nonprof-
its, holders of donor-advised 
funds also can give national-
ly and internationally. From 
ALIVE! And the Animal Wel-
fare League of Alexandria to 

SCAN and Saint Jude’s — all 
benefit from grants from ACT 
donor advised funds.

Other funds have been es-
tablished for specific causes. 
The Lucas Tomaiolo Reinke 
LPIN1 Awareness Fund was 
established in memory of To-
maiolo, who died from a rare 
genetic disease. His parents 
wanted to increase awareness 
of LPIN1 so that others will 
not have to experience what he 
did. And the Chiari Campaign 
Fund was established for much 
the same reason — to address 
the many issues arising for 
people who suffer with this 
neurological disorder.

Recently, the Light It Up! 
Fund was established to re-
ceive donations for lights to 
be installed on the basketball 
courts in Potomac Yard. This 
effort is part of a public-pri-
vate partnership with the city 
to fund the costs of lighting the 
courts.

How do I learn more?
That’s easy. Contact me at 

john.porter@actforalexandria.
org or 703-739-7778. I’d be 
happy to assist.

The writer is the president 
and CEO of ACT for Alexan-
dria.

PORTER                  FROM | 23
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Weekly Words

former name
42. Twixt’s relative
43. Dickens pen name
44. ___ of Christ (one title for the pope)
45. It’s 90 feet from home
48. Animal cries of distress
49. Type of pony or shirt
50. Ice cream treat popular in the 1950s
51. Urban house pest
57. Some court hearings
58. Phoenix-to-St. Louis dir.
59. Contribute, as to a poker pot
61. Cologne’s waterway, in Cologne
62. Southwestern Native American (var.)
63. Foolish or scatterbrained
64. Stopovers for the road-weary
65. Place to grab a quick lunch
66. Potato state
67. Far from inner
68. Requirements
73. Rival of USC
74. Not this
75. Neaten hedges

76. Capital of the Netherlands
77. Trend seekers
78. Missed ___ (ruined one’s stage 

entrance)
79. Little instrument of Hawaii
82. Eagle’s grasper
83. Lifts over ski slopes
84. Russian novelist Maxim
90. The killing of a being of divine nature
92. Hebrew alphabet openers
93. Nap in Spain
94. Ate like a chicken
95. Wedding helpers
96. One spelling for a young pig
97. Monks’ head
99. First canonical hour
100. Looked at bods on a beach
101. Very small amounts
102. Part of a bread loaf
103. Genesis twin
104. Certain Ivy League school
105. Shaped like a racetrack
106. Scream heard on a golf course
107. Cutlass maker no more

HENRY IS A PUN GUY By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.  Startled inhale
5. At full gallop
10. Verbal tap on the shoulder
14. Mirror’s output
19. Imitator
20. Steadfast in allegiance
21. Change the decor entirely
22. Type of mushroom
23. Bowling ball’s path
24. Any grassy plain of the Southwest
25. “True ___” (John Wayne classic)
26. South African Dutch
27. He changed a “Romeo and Juliet” 
line to ...
31. Cause to stumble
32. Ritually embellish with gold
33. Some tall outback creatures
34. Kids connect them
35. Silent greeting
36. Kilmer wrote only God can make one
37. Caustic drain-clearing chemical
40. Ancient Mexican
43. Take more than a nibble
44. Change direction suddenly
45. Course requirement?
46. Attorney’s profession
47. Shot provider
52. Perjure oneself
53. Seeped
54. Post-exercise symptom, sometimes
55. Stadium or church music-maker
56. “What ___ the odds?”
57. Bird hunting at night
58. Dashing style

59. Spouses of mas
60. He is so acclaimed, emcees give 
him a ...
69. “___ So Shy” (Pointer Sisters hit)
70. Top-rated
71. Suffix for some ordinal numbers
72. Expected to come in
73. Complete and total
76. Shakespeare, the Bard of ___
77. St. ___ Girl (beer brand)
80. Consumed
81. Something hanging near a decorated 
36-Across
85. “___ give you the shirt off his back!”
86. Remained prone
87. Like a used barbecue pit
88. Like the sky
89. Bad smells
91. Bank convenience, for short
92. Low-voiced lady
93. Reduced-price event
94. Unadulterated
96. ___ gin fizz
97. Broadcasts
98. Type of cold pie
101. He likes the hit “25 or 6 to 4” on 
the album ...
108. Creator of famous fables
109. Little touches, as of paint
110. Bring to mind
111. “___ just have to do”
112. What’s the living end?
113. “Thanks ___ !”
114. Harder to collect
115. Became useless, as a battery

116. Twists about
117. Prefix with physical
118. Dog-powered vehicles
119. Concludes

 
DOWN
1. Big fancy blowout
2. Already separated
3. Spanish mister
4. Lead, as a meeting
5. Except or almost
6. Some coral creatures
7. Nursemaid of India
8. Aid for the hobbled
9. Stretched out
10. Sock pattern of diamonds
11. Villainous biblical king
12. Perfect copy?
13. Baby talk
14. Permeate or impregnate
15. Planet satellites
16. Geometry finding
17. Type of cell or warfare
18. “All ___ being equal ...”
28. Distinctive historic period
29. It has a very wet mouth
30. Stuff on a board used for filing
35. Far’s partner
36. Type of synthesized music
37. Far from short
38. Exercises with a lot of bending
39. Utopia of Genesis
40. Muslim’s deity
41. Democratic Republic of the Congo’s 

DEATH NOTICES
KENDRA MURRAY ADAMS (39), of Alexandria,  
July 30, 2017

ANNA FORLINI, of Alexandria, August 1, 2017

MELVIN L. GOSS, of Alexandria, July 30, 2017

JOSHUA L. HARRIS, of Alexandria, July 24, 2017

ANDY “EARL” MOORE, of Alexandria,  
August 1, 2017

MILDRED SHIVER, of Alexandria, August 1, 2017

PATSY TICER (82), of Alexandria, August 7, 2017

TIMOTHY “TIM” WINTER (69), of Alexandria, 
August 2, 2017

WALTER “BILL” WHICKER (79), of Alexandria, 
July 31, 2017

SALLY CLARKE WRIGHT, of Alexandria,  
July 29, 2017
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Classifieds
AUCTIONS

EBIDLOCAL.COM STATEWIDE 
ONLINE AUCTIONS: Farm Equipment 
Implements, Auto Parts Repair 
Shop Tools, Antiques Collectibles 
Store, Many More! No Reserve - 
Live Previews - Bid Online Now! 
(vaf#777, 804-358-0500) www.
EBIDLOCAL.com

REAL ESTATE AUCTION. Pulaski 
Co., VA. Sept. 7. 352+/- acres. 
Picturesque farm in Draper will 
be offered in 10 tracts ranging 
from a 6+/- acres to 58+/- acres. 
Improvements include a charming 
4BR home, equipment barn and 
outbuildings. Most of the property is 
used for grazing or hay production. 
A portion is wooded. Features 
include panoramic mountain views, 
pond, streams, springs, extensive 
road frontage, and frontage on the 
New River Trail State Park beside 
Claytor Lake. Rural setting located 
less than 5 miles from I-81, Exit 
92 interchange. For information, 
visit www.woltz.com or call Jonna 
McGraw (VA#2434), Woltz & 
Associates, Inc. (VA#321), 800-551-
3588. 

LAND AUCTION: 415± Acres of Ag 
& Timberland Offered in 9 Tracts, 
located in Botetourt and Bedford 
Counties, Virginia. Valuable Mineral 
Lease. Auction held Tuesday, August 
29, 5:00 PM at the Charles R. Hill 
Senior Center (behind Vinton War 
Memorial). For more information 
contact Woltz & Associates, Inc., 
Real Estate Brokers & Auctioneers 
(VA #321) at 800-551-3588 or go to 
woltz.com. 
 

FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay 
Top $$$ To hunt your land. Call for a 
Free info packet & quote. 1-866-
309-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.
com 

HELP WANTED

TRUCK DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/
OTR DRIVERS! $45,000-$60,000 
1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends 
for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 
Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-243-
1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-
614-6500; Front Royal/Winchester 
800-454-1400

BROWN TRUCKING IS LOOKING 
for COMPANY DRIVERS and OWNER 
OPERATORS. Brown requires: CDL-A, 
2 years of tractor trailer experience 
OTR or Regional (Multiple states) 
in the last 3 years, good MVR and 
PSP. Apply www.driveforbrown.com. 
Contact Brandon Collins 919-291-
7416.

PIANO LESSONS
ALL AGES AND LEVELS welcome!
Flexible times and locations!

Fun and easy learning!
minyoung.theme@gmail.com
415-819-8330

GROUP HOME 

FOR SENIORS
ROOM AVAILABLE IN PRIVATE 
six bedroom home.  Modern 
amenities and pool. Family 
environment with live-in caretaker 
for assistance with meals and daily 
living. For information and a tour 
call Mylene Frances and Linda 
Rahming. 703.836.0679

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE
LARGE, FURNISHED OFFICE in 
spacious suite for lease. Quiet and 
conveniently located near shops, 
stores and restaurants in Old Town 
Alexandria. Directly across the 
street from Braddock Road Metro. 
$650/mo. (703) 535-5700.

PUBLIC NOTICE
APPROVAL OF A CATEGORI-

CAL EXCLUSION FROM

AN ENVIRONMENTAL  
ASSESSMENT FOR A PROJECT

FUNDED THROUGH THE 
VIRGINIA WATER SUPPLY 

ASSISTANCE GRANT

PUBLIC NOTICE NO.: WSAG-
002-18

First publication date: 8/3/2017

The Virginia Department 
of Health has under 
consideration, a request for a 
Categorical Exclusion from an 
Environmental Assessment for 
a waterworks project proposed 
to be funded through the 
Virginia Water Supply Assistance 
Grant. The applicant is Virginia 
American Water.

The project consists of 
replacing water mains and 
service connections in its 
Alexandria System, as part of 
its infrastructure replacement 
program. It is estimated that 85 
lead service lines will be replaced.

The project is excluded by 
the following conditions in 
the Procedural Guidelines 
For Drinking Water Funding 
Recipients dated October 11, 
2016:
1. “CE Condition #4 – 
Replacement of existing 
equipment or structures at their 
present location. These activities 
also include reconstruction 
of curbs and sidewalks, 
street repaving, and building 

modifications, renovations, and 
improvements.”

Documentation supporting this 
request includes:
1. Request for Environmental 
Review Categorical Exclusion 
made on June 12, 2017 by 
Christian Volk, Ph.D., Water 
Quality Manager with Virginia 
American Water.

Prior to implementing 
construction, the applicant will 
obtain all applicable permits 
and approvals. On the basis of a 
review of the request and support 
documentation, the Virginia 
Department of Health proposes 
to approve the request. 

Persons may comment in 
writing to the Department on 
the proposed approval of the 
Categorical Exclusion within 30 
days from the first publication 
date. Comments shall include 
the name, address, and telephone 
number of the writer and shall 
contain a complete, concise 
statement of the factual basis 
for the comments. Only those 
comments received within this 
period will be considered by 
the Department. Following the 
comment period, the Department 
will make its determination 
regarding the approval.

All comments should be 
addressed to:
Steven D. Pellei, PE
Director, Division of 
Construction Assistance, 
Planning & Policy
Virginia Department of Health

Office of Drinking Water
109 Governor Street, 6th Floor
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRA-
TIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative 
review and approval.

For information about this 
application or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
(703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2017-0093
727 N. Henry Street – Proposed 
Business: Restaurant 
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit to operate 
a restaurant; zoned CSL/
Commercial Service Low 
APPLICANT: Kimberly P. 
Sickmen
PLANNER: Ann Horowitz – 
ann.horowitz@alexandriava.gov
Special Use Permit #2017-0094 
1008 Madison Street (1008-1010 
Madison Street) – 
Proposed Business: Restaurant 
Request for a new administrative 
Special Use Permit to operate 
a restaurant; zoned CSL/
Commercial Service Low
APPLICANT: Kristopher Garcia

PLANNER: Ann Horowitz – 
ann.horowitz@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning.  
If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning and 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than August 31, 2017

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION RETREAT

AUGUST 18, 2017

The City of Alexandria Planning 
Commission will hold a retreat 
on the date and time listed below 
in order to discuss topics of 
interest for land use, development 
and long range initiatives. This 
meeting is open to the public, 
however, public testimony or 
comment will not be received.

Date: Friday, August 18, 2017
Time: 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Place: ALEX RENEW 
ENTERPRISES 
ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER 
Ed Semonian Board Room, 6th 
Floor  
1800 Limerick Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314
Parking: Street Parking on 
Holland Lane 

Alexandria City Public Schools’ Department of Career and Technical Education offers a variety 
of career and technical programs to all students at the middle and high school levels.  The 
program areas include the following:

• Business and Information Technology. • JROTC

• Family Consumer Sciences. . •  Marketing

• Health and Medical Sciences. . •  Technology Education

. . • Trade and Industrial Education

Dual enrollment credit for high school Career and Technical Education is available through an 
agreement with Northern Virginia Community College whether the student is pursuing a post-
secondary education and/or entering the workforce.  For more information about these programs 
call Sherri Chapman, Coordinator of Career and Technical Education, (703) 619-8020.

Alexandria City Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability, age, religion, sexual orientation, marital status, status as a parent, or pregnancy in 
its programs and activities.  Please direct all inquiries regarding Alexandria City Public Schools 
non-discrimination policies to the Human Resources Department, 1340 Braddock Place, 
Alexandria, VA  22314, (703) 619-8010.

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS ANNUAL PUBLIC NOTICE
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
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