
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS  

AND MISSY SCHROTT

Before the opioid epi-
demic reached a fever pitch 
in 2015, the Alexandria Of-
fice of the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney was seeing early 
signs of a looming problem. 

Bryan Porter, who began 
working in the common-
wealth’s attorney’s office in 
2001 and was elected com-
monwealth’s attorney in 
2014, watched as drug cas-
es transitioned from pow-
der cocaine, crack cocaine 
and PCP in the early 2000s 

to heroin, prescription pain 
pills and fentanyl around 
2012.

“I would say, while a de-
cade ago those heroin cases 
took up 5 percent of our case 
load, they’re probably now 
50 percent, if not a little bit 
more,” Porter said. 

Since 2012, Porter has 
seen increases in the num-
ber of cases related to both 
prescription opioids and 
heroin. Porter’s observation 
is backed up by national sta-
tistics. The number of heroin  
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Alexandria is not immune 
to the nationwide opioid 
epidemic, as overdoses 
and arrests have grown 
exponentially here in the past 
two years, while treatment 
options have dwindled due 
to staffing shortages. This 
multi-part series examines 
various facets of the crisis, 
from statistics to stories of 
Alexandrians affected by the 
opioid scourge.

A TIMES INVESTIGATION

PART 6

Justice in the midst of a crisis

As a prosecutor, you really 
have to kind of separate 
out people who have 
an addiction problem 
[from] the people who are 
feeding that addiction.” 

– Bryan Porter, 
commonwealth’s attorney, 

City of Alexandria

Varsity girls' basket-
ball squad returns five 
members from 25-2 
team
BY MISSY SCHROTT

The T.C. Williams varsi-
ty girls’ basketball team has 
charged into the new season 
hungry for victory after a 
2016-17 season that was full 
of promise, but came up one 
game short of reaching the 
state championship tour-
nament. In the team’s final 
game last year, the Lady Ti-
tans lost 50-44 to Oakton.

While most people would 
be happy with the Lady Ti-
tans’ 25-2 record last year, 
the team and Head Coach 
Nakesha Walton were left 
wondering about what might 
have been. Walton said the 

Lady Titans look to take next step

SEE T.C. GIRLS | 22
COURTESY PHOTO

The 2017-18 T.C. Williams varsity girls' basketball team.

SEE OPIOIDS | 10
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 SAVE 1.5% of your loan  
amount up to $10,000*

Ask Us
How!

The Palisades - Recently updated home 
in fabulous location! Highlights include 
an open kitchen w/plenty of cabinetry, 
counter space & breakfast room adjoins 
family room.  Home office w/separate 
entry.  5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

WASHINGTON, DC $1,295,000     

SE Quadrant - Yates Garden townhouse 
loaded with light and a fabulous backyard 
for pets, dining, or entertainment. Newly 
painted & updated. Cozy wood-burning 
fireplace & wood floors. Fully finished 
basement.  2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths.

ALEXANDRIA $749,900

Georgetown –  
Federal style 
home with classic 
charm and high-
end finishings. 
You will love the 
fabulous location, 
private courtyard 
entrance, hardwood floors, designer 
kitchen, claw and ball tub, and delightful 
rear patio.  Located in the heart of 
everything!  4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths

West Village at Shirlington - Condo 
with new HVAC, dishwasher & 
microwave. Fresh painted, laundry in the 
unit, and hardwood floors throughout!  
Bonus: Nice Den/sunroom and custom 
WIC in Master BR. 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

WASHINGTON, DC $1,650,000   

The Carlyle – Opportunity to own a 
spacious, 1239 sq ft, condo in the trendy 
Columbia Pike corridor. Newer washer/
dryer, wall size windows, and blinds.  
Perfect for the investor or owner who 
wants built in equity! 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

ARLINGTON $399,900     ALEXANDRIA $299,612  

Columbia Heights –  Modern home w/ 
chocolate hardwood floors, European-
style kitchen with Silestone breakfast bar, 
stainless appliances, plus washer & dryer.  
Walk to Columbia Heights or Georgia 
Ave/Petwork metro. 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath

WASHINGTON, DC $439,900 

Potomac Overlook - Almost new, 
meticulously cared for, lavishly finished 
townhouse. Staples include premium 
cabinetry, crown molding, and granite 
counters.  Walk to restaurants, shopping, 
and the docks. 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

NATIONAL HARBOR $657,900  

Courtbridge – Open floorplan perfect for 
entertaining.  Lovely rooms, new flooring, 
upgraded kitchen cabinets and appliances.  
Renovated bath and spacious bedroom 
with loads of closet space. Wood-burning 
fireplace, deck, and washer/dryer.

ARLINGTON $249,900 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 14, 2017 | 3 

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Vote now in the Del Ray 
Tree Decorating Contest!

Modern Mobile Medicine is a Direct Primary 
Care service based in Del Ray, with doctors 
utilizing old-fashioned house calls and cutting-
edge telemedicine to provide a patient-
centered primary care experience in your own 
home.
At Modern Mobile Medicine, we provide nearly 
all of a family's primary medical care in the 
comfort of their own home, by house calls 
or virtual visits using email/text/video chat. 
We also offer on-site care at businesses to 
care for their employees. We are able to do 
this inexpensively by operating as a monthly 
membership, much like a gym -- no insurance 
bureaucracy to wade through. We are giving 
people a doctor-patient relationship they can't 
get anywhere else.

Del Ray Business Spotlight

Modern Mobile Medicine
2201 Mt Vernon Avenue
www.modernmobilemedicine.com Dr. Matthew Haden

Vote now in the Del Ray 
Tree Decorating Contest!

Twelve local non-profits are competing 
to win a $500 donation from the Del Ray 

Business Association.
Stroll Mount Vernon Avenue, check out 
the trees and painted holiday windows, 
and vote online at www.visitdelray.com

www.VisitDelRay.com • #VisitDelRay

At city council’s legis-
lative session on Tuesday 
evening, the North End 
Quality of Life Work Group 
presented a community ac-
tion plan for bettering the 
neighborhood. Alexandria’s 
North End community gen-
erally encompasses the ar-
eas south of First Street, 
east of the Braddock Metro, 
West of North Washington 
Street and North of Oronoco 
Street.

The group was estab-
lished in 2016 as an ad hoc 
work group that would meet 
during the course of a year 

to identify problems that 
impact the safety and over-
all quality of life for resi-
dents and businesses in the 
North End. 

“The group developed 
an action plan focused on 
creating a cohesive sense 
of community,” Hillary Orr, 
special assistant to the city 
manager, told council.

“The goals and strate-
gies outlined in this report 
are designed to create a uni-
fied neighborhood with the 
knowledge of and access to 
services that support every 
member of this community, 

allowing them to thrive and 
excel,” she said.

Group members, in-
cluding chair and former  
mayor Bill Euille, outlined 
the goals they hoped to 
achieve in creating a cohe-
sive sense of community in 
the North End, along with 
suggested strategies to reach 
those goals. The work group 
also touched on the process-
es they had gone through to 
reach these conclusions, fi-
nancing and criteria to eval-
uate the goals in the future.

The action plan is de-
tailed on the city’s website. 

It includes goals such as en-
hancing trust between the 
community and the police, 
providing positive role mod-
els for young people in the 
neighborhood and ensuring 
residents have access to ex-
isting community services 
and programs. 

“I’d like us to be sure to 
work towards making sure 
that some of these sugges-
tions are … brought forward 
through civic associations 
and various departments 
so we can work together to 
make sure that we’re mov-
ing forward,” Mayor Allison 

Silberberg said.
One full year after the 

plan takes effect, staff will 
provide updates on each of 
the action items based on 
the group’s established eval-
uation criteria. 

“The outreach to those 
that are young as well as 
seniors and everyone in be-
tween, I love that,” Silber-
berg said. “This effort’s go-
ing to need to continue, but 
not just in this particular 
neighborhood … it’s a great 
model for across the city.”

- mschrott@
alextimes.com

North End group presents community-enhancing plan to council

Port City Brewing Co. will 
partner with the Tall Ship 
Providence Foundation, which 
is raising funds to bring tall 
ship The Providence to the 

Alexandria waterfront per-
manently, the local brewery 
announced in a news release.

As part of the partnership, 
Port City is giving one dollar 

from every pint of beer sold at 
its tasting room on Wheeler 
Avenue to the initiative, start-
ing on Jan. 1. The initiative will 
continue until the foundation’s 

fundraising goal is met. 
Port City Brewing Co. 

founder Bill Butcher said the 
tall ship would be beneficial to 
the entire community.

“Our hometown has a long 
history as an important port 
city, so we’re excited to be part 

Port City Brewing to partner with Tall Ship Providence Foundation

SEE PLAN | 6
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CRIME

107 N. Fayette Street • Old Town Alexandria • www.meggrolls.com

Meggrolls are your favorite dishes
wrapped in a crunchy wonton

(Buffalo Wing, Chicken Parm, Gyro...delish!)

107 N. Fayette Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22314
www.meggrolls.com  •  info@meggrolls.com

571.312.0399

Boardwalk Fries • Fresh Slaws
White Beach Chicken Chili

Beer & Wine

Will your home need some 
interior TLC this winter?

We are now booking interior work 
for December – March.

Take advantage of our winter  
discount, and let us put our 30 

years of experience to work for you!

Call us to schedule a free estimate!
703-684-7702 • techpainting.com

Old Town shooting injures 
23-year-old man

The investigation into 
a shooting that occurred 
in the 1000 block of Queen 
Street on Monday night is 
still ongoing, according to 
the Alexandria Police De-
partment.

Police responded to a re-
port of gunshots in the area 
at 7:35 p.m. on Monday. Po-
lice first reported the inci-
dent as a felonious assault at 
8:10 p.m. on Monday.

APD spokeswoman Crys-
tal Nosal said officers locat-

ed a 23-year-old male suf-
fering from an injury to the 
upper body at the scene. The 
unnamed victim was trans-
ported to a local hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. Police say one of 
the two suspects was known 
to the victim.

Rebecca Edwards said she 
first heard shots at around 
7:30 near her neighbor-
hood home, which fronts on 
Queen Street.

“It was so loud and so rap-

id-fire my kids and I thought 
someone was shooting at 
the house,” Edwards said. 
“It sounded like it was right 
outside my door.” 

Edwards said the gun-
shots seemed to go on for 
five to six seconds. 

Police haven’t appre-
hended the two suspects 
at this time and no arrests 
have been made. Nosal said 
the investigation is active.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com

Four Alexandria residents  
arrested in ‘Operation Tin Panda’

Four Alexandria residents 
were among 28 people ar-
rested on Dec. 6 for roles in 
selling drugs while armed or 
other criminal acts related to 
firearms, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office of the Eastern District 
of Virginia announced in a 
news release.

The arrests were made as 
part of Operation Tin Panda, 
started by the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives and the FBI in the 
spring of 2017. Law enforce-
ment investigators and pros-
ecutors jointly investigated 
area blood gangs that were 
involved in violent crime and 
other criminal activity in 
Northern Virginia.

This investigation was 
done in collaboration with 
the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, the U.S. Postal 
Inspector’s Service, Prince 
William County Police De-
partment, Fairfax County 
Sheriff’s Office, Alexandria 
Police Department and many 
other organizations and po-
lice departments. 

The Dec. 6 arrests bring 
the total number of individ-
uals apprehended in this in-
vestigation to more than 30 
throughout Virginia, Mary-
land, D.C. and California. 

Those arrested from Al-
exandria are Deion Wright, 
25; Orean Anthony Hayden, 
29; Bryan Matthews, 19; and 

Ezana Demisse, 25. Wright 
was charged with posses-
sion of a firearm in further-
ance of a drug trafficking 
crime, Hayden was charged 
with use and carry of a fire-
arm during and relation to a 
drug trafficking crime, Mat-
thews was charged with use 
and carry of a firearm during 
and in relation to a drug traf-
ficking crime and Demisse is 
charged with use and carry 
of a firearm during and in re-
lation to drug trafficking. 

As part of the operation, 
law enforcement seized fire-
arms, heroin and other con-
trolled substances.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Police arrest men implicated in New 
York-to-Alexandria drug trafficking 

Two men have been ar-
rested for suspected roles in 
a heroin trafficking network 
following a two-year narcotics 
investigation, according to a 
city news release.

The investigation, con-

ducted jointly by the Alexan-
dria Police Department, the 
Alexandria Commonwealth 
Attorney’s Office and the Vir-
ginia Office of the Attorney 
General, led to the arrests and 
indictments of Samuel Leb-

ron, 38, and Jeffrey Montilla, 
37, both of New York City. Both 
were indicted by the Northern 
Virginia multi-jurisdictional 
grand jury based on evidence 

SEE CRIME | 6
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BROMPTONS AT ROSSLYN
1662 N Quinn Street, Arlington, VA
$1,099,000
Michael Rankin +1 202 271 3344

MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE HEIGHTS
2845 McGill Terrace NW, Washington, DC
$4,995,000
Jonathan Taylor +1 202 276 3344

ALEXANDRIA
833 Herbert Springs, Alexandria, VA  
$3,200,000
Joy Deevy +1 703 930 5198

STONEGATE IN ALEXANDRIA
4645 Kearney Court, Alexandria, VA
$639,900
Pam Hazen +1 703 587 7300

SHIRLEY GARDENS
5129 Fairbanks Avenue, Alexandria, VA
$950,000
Donna Moseley +1 703 623 5294
Cory Molina +1 703 447 5699

McLEAN
1111 Crest Lane, McLean, VA
$3,995,000
Penny Yerks  +1 703 760 0744

ORLEAN
8014 Charnick Road, Orlean, VA
$3,995,000
Jeff Wilson  +1 301 442 8533

UPPERVILLE
9092 John Mosby Highway, Upperville, VA
$9,800,000
Gloria Rose Ott  +1 540 454 4394

WELLINGTON ESTATES
8111 Wellington Road, Alexandria, VA
$924,900
Phyllis Patterson  1 703 310 6201
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Unpredictable rent increases, overcrowded conditions, and lack of  
affordable home options keep many low-income families in the City  
of Alexandria from reaching a pathway to stability.  
 
For more than 25 years, Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia has  
fostered strong and stable families and communities through affordable 
homeownership. In 2018, we have the opportunity to transform the 
lives of many more people in our community.  
 

Your gift today of $50, $100, $150 or more to Habitat NOVA 
will help support the construction of five new townhomes 
in the City of Alexandria for five hardworking families.  
 
Working together, we can help ensure local families find strength,  
stability, and self-reliance in 2018.  

 
 
 
 
 

related to the investigation.
Lebron and Montilla face charges 

of conspiracy to commit racketeering, 
conspiracy to distribute one kilogram 
or more of heroin, conspiracy to dis-
tribute 500 grams or more of cocaine 
and two counts of conspiracy to im-
port an ounce or more of a Schedule I/
II Controlled Substance into the com-
monwealth. 

Both Lebron and Montilla have 
been extradited to the Alexandria 
Adult Detention Center and are being 
held without bond pending trial.

A city news release said Lebron and 
Montilla were part of a heroin traffick-
ing network “responsible for traffick-
ing heroin from New York City to the 

City of Alexandria.” The investigation 
resulted in the seizure of 400 grams of 
heroin, 78 grams of cocaine, a firearm, 
$32,109 in cash and two luxury vehi-
cles, according to the release.

Lieutenant Michael Kochis, com-
mander of the vice/narcotics unit of 

the Alexandria Police Department, 
praised the work of investigators on 
the case.

“I am very proud of the tremen-
dous work our detectives and prosecu-
tors have put into this investigation,” 
Kochis said in the release. “The col-
laboration between our partners from 
the Fairfax County Police Department, 
Alexandria Commonwealth Attorney’s 
Office, the Virginia Office of the Attor-
ney General and the Drug Enforcement 
Administration is impressive.” 

Lebron’s and Montilla’s cases will 
be prosecuted by the Office of the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney for the City 
of Alexandria and the Virginia Office 
of the Attorney General. 

- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

CRIME

Police reported two robberies back-
to-back on Dec. 7. A robbery in the 
3800 block of Commonwealth Avenue 
was reported at 9:37 p.m. Multiple 
suspects carried weapons and stole a 
vehicle from several victims, accord-

ing to a news release. There were no 
injuries as a result of this incident.

A second robbery was reported at 
10:07 p.m. in the 5100 block of Holmes 
Run Parkway. Two suspects assaulted 
a delivery driver and stole food. This 

robbery yielded no injuries.
It’s not clear if the two robberies 

are related. Police haven’t revealed if 
any of the suspects have been appre-
hended or charged.

- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com

Two robberies reported

CRIME FROM | 4

of this initiative to bring that histo-
ry to life … We want our customers 
to have a stake in this project. The 
Providence will be an asset for the 
city and the people of Alexandria 
for years to come,” Butcher said in 
the release.

The Tall Ship Providence Foun-
dation kicked off efforts to bring 
The Providence, a 110-foot, single 
mast tall ship, to Alexandria in Sep-
tember. The group aims to bring the 
ship to the city’s Waterfront Park by 
the spring of 2019. The intention is 
for the ship to serve as a tourist at-
traction, a private event venue and 
a floating classroom for the Alexan-
dria Seaport Foundation.

The ship is a full-sized replica of 
colonial-era ship the U.S.S. Prov-
idence, which was commissioned 
into the newly created Navy of the 
Continental Congress in January 
1775 and which also served as the 
first command of John Paul Jones. 
The ship was similarly used when it 
was based in Rhode Island. 

- aepitropoulos@alextimes.com 

PLAN FROM | 3

PHOTOS/ ALEXANDRIA POLICE DEPARTMENT
Sammuel Lebron (left), Jeffrey Montilla 
(right)
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Happy Holiday’s from

Mignon Anthony  
previously served on 
Alexandria city-schools 
task force
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS 

Throughout Mignon An-
thony’s wide-ranging and 
decades-long career, her fo-
cus has always been on the 
power of space. 

When she arrived in the 
D.C. area in the 80s, Antho-
ny began her career in com-
mercial real estate, doing 
work in Crystal City and the 
rest of Arlington and Alex-
andria. During that time, 
she represented developers 
who were building up the 
area surrounding the then 
brand new Braddock Road 
Metro Station. 

She then worked in gov-
ernment contracting as the 
director of new building 
projects for the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives. Recently, 
she led efforts to relocate 
the National Science Foun-
dation’s headquarters from 
Arlington to Alexandria. 
Each project has proven to 
Anthony how important 
buildings can be to an orga-
nization’s mission.

“I’ve always been some-
body who believes that 
physical environment 
shapes the way people live 
and work every day,” An-
thony said. “It’s always 
been something that I stud-
ied and lived by.”  

Anthony has most re-
cently applied that passion 

and knowledge to school 
facilities as executive direc-
tor of Baltimore City Pub-
lic Schools’ 21st-Century 

School Buildings program, a 
position she was appointed 
to in 2014. Starting in Jan-
uary, she will become chief 

operating officer of Alex-
andria City Public Schools, 
where she will oversee 
ACPS’ portfolio of build-
ings, including the in-the-
works West End Elementary 
School on North Beauregard 
Street, the school system’s 
first new school in nearly 20 
years.

Anthony faces a number 
of challenges as she starts 
her new position, includ-
ing aging ACPS school fa-
cilities, many of which the 
school plans to update or 
expand between FY2018 
and FY2027 as part of its 
capital improvement plan. 
She isn’t walking into the 
situation blind, however. 

Since July, she’s served 
on the Joint City-Schools 
Facility Investment Task 
Force, the mission of which 
is to make recommenda-
tions regarding the facil-
ities capital improvement 
plan and prioritize 28  

New ACPS operations officer knows buildings

SEE ANTHONY | 8

COURTESY PHOTO
Mignon Anthony learned the importance of physical environment through her real estate career as a 
representative for developers. She will bring that knowledge and more to ACPS as its chief operating 
officer starting in January.
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JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

already identified ACPS and 
city projects. Following her 
appointment as COO ear-
lier this month, Anthony 
stepped down from the task 
force.

Anthony said serving on 
the task force piqued her in-
terest in considering ACPS 
facilities from new angles. 
While a task force member, 
she chaired the alternate 
delivery subcommittee, 
which looked at different 
approaches that ACPS could 
take with new and existing 
facilities that could, in turn, 
improve the city’s capital 
outlook.

“Working on the task 
force, it intrigued me that 
the city and the school dis-
trict were looking for a new 
and unique way of jointly 
improving the capital out-
look of the city. I think I can 
be really instrumental with 
that,” Anthony said. “That’s 
one of my highest priorities 
with working with ACPS.” 

Lynn Hampton, overall 
chair of the task force, said 
Anthony has been an influ-
ential part of achieving the 
group’s mission.

“She’s a true profession-
al. She knows how to devel-
op a consensus. She’s just 
right on target,” Hampton 
said. “It’s amazingly lucky 
that we brought her to the 
City of Alexandria.” 

Anthony’s time at Bal-
timore City Public Schools 
also required development 
of unique solutions. Though 
the city’s public school sys-
tem faced different con-
straints than ACPS – that 
school district is about four 
times the size of ACPS and 
has declining, rather than 
growing, enrollment – the 
program Anthony has led 
for three years has dealt 
with common themes. 

The 21st-Century School 
Buildings plan began in 
2010 as a solution to the 
city’s “aging and inadequate 
school buildings,” accord-
ing to the program’s web-
site. The program focuses 
on building new or renovat-

ing existing schools that are 
neighborhood-centric, pro-
viding recreation and com-
munity use components and 
providing environments 
that support teaching and 
prepare students for success 
after graduation, in college 
and in careers.

“We had very specific 
goals that had to be estab-
lished in order for things 
to be accomplished. You 
couple that with ongoing 
enrollment projections and 
technical requirements and 
standards that you help an 
organization put into place, 
that was my biggest chal-
lenge,” Anthony said. 

Anthony said building 
consensus between dispa-
rate groups, including the 
City of Baltimore, the Mary-
land Stadium Authority and 
the Interagency for School 
Construction, was one of 
her biggest challenges.  

There were other ob-
stacles too. As part of the 
21st-Century School Build-
ings program, some Bal-
timore city schools were 
merged, prompting dis-
sent from members of the 
community. The Baltimore 
Sun reported in July 2016 
about the efforts to merge 
two northwestern Balti-
more high schools, Forest 
Park and Northwestern 
high schools. The plan, as 
the Sun reported, involved 

SEE ANTHONY | 28

ANTHONY FROM | 7

“ ... The will seems to be 
there, both on the political 

side and the school side, to 
improve and really upgrade the 
way the city and the school system 
work together and come up with 
transformational types of operations 
and processes – I love that stuff.”

– Mignon Anthony,  
incoming chief operating officer, 

Alexandria City Public Schools
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Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300

Opening Soon | 5550 Cardinal Place | Alexandria, VA 22304 | www.Brandycare.com

BRANDYWINE LIVING

because there are still memories to share

Brandywine resident since 2015
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overdoses tripled from 2010 
to 2014, while deaths from 
prescription opioid overdos-
es rose to 15,000 in 2015, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control & Preven-
tion. Almost 30,000 people 
died nationwide of opioid 
overdoses in 2014 alone, ac-
cording to the CDC.

The rise in crime and 
deaths associated with 
opioid abuse has required 
nuanced thinking and ap-
proaches from both law 
enforcement and the court 
system. Both the Alexan-
dria Police Department and 
the Office of the Common-
wealth’s Attorney in recent 
years have changed their 
focus from individual users 
to those who are higher up 
the food chain, including 
dealers, suppliers and those 
leading drug trafficking 
pipelines.

“As a prosecutor, you re-
ally have to kind of separate 
out people who have an ad-
diction problem [from] the 
people who are feeding that 
addiction,” Porter said. 

Lieutenant Michael 
Kochis, commander of the 
Alexandria Police Depart-
ment’s vice/narcotics unit, 
said the police’s approach is 
in that same vein.

“Our mission is to focus 
on drug trafficking orga-
nizations as opposed to in-
dividual users. What that 
means is when we come 
across a case, we try to iden-
tify the organization behind 
a specific source of narcot-
ics, whether you’re talking 
about heroin or opiates or 
fentanyl or whatever it may 
be,” Kochis said. “Based on 
different investigative tech-
niques we use, we try to get 
to that point.”

Porter and Kochis’ ap-
proach was on full display 
this week with the arrests of 
two New York natives who 
purportedly have roles in a 
larger drug trafficking net-
work that transported drugs 

from New York City to the 
City of Alexandria.

Digging deeper
Samuel Lebron, 38, and 

Jeffrey Montilla, 37, both of 
New York City, were issued 
indictments by the North-
ern Virginia multi-jurisdic-
tional grand jury on Monday 
for charges that include the 
conspiracy to distribute 500 
grams or more of cocaine 
and conspiracy to distrib-
ute one kilogram or more of 
heroin. With this effort, city 
leaders believe they struck a 
fatal blow to a known traf-
ficking network that fun-
neled drugs into the city 
over a number of years.

The arrests, made as a 
result of a two-year joint 

narcotics investigation by 
APD, the commonwealth 
attorney’s office and the 
Virginia Office of the At-
torney General, are part of 
a larger local effort to target 
trafficking networks, which, 
when broken apart, have a 
ripple effect within the re-
gional and national drug 
markets.

Kochis said police have 
been successful with target-
ing organized drug crime 
organizations under the 
federal racketeering code 
section. Even if the organi-
zation isn’t based in Alex-
andria, police and the com-
monwealth’s attorney have 
been able to pursue them 
if their web extends to the 
city.

“If your money touches 
Alexandria, if your drugs 
touch Alexandria or you 
touch Alexandria, it doesn’t 
matter where you live or re-
side — we can come and get 
you,” Kochis said. 

The approach has adapt-
ed as the way drugs are sold 
has changed, Kochis said. In 
decades past, when mobile 
communication didn’t exist, 
more drug deals happened 
face-to-face and police had 
no choice but to crack down 
on those who sold drugs on 
the street.

“Back in the 80s, before 
I came on and before cell 
phones, there were a lot 
more open air drug markets 
where dealing would just be 
on the street, hand-to-hand 

transactions, stuff like that. 
Now, we still see that, but 
not as much. In the City of 
Alexandria, there’s still a 
strong street level narcotics 
presence, but it will primar-
ily work off of cell phones,” 
Kochis said.

Though technology has 
changed, Kochis said some 
aspects of trying to make 
drug arrests haven’t. Police 
still work their way up from 
user to dealer to supplier, 
but the route to get to the 
end result has changed.

“Now we have all kinds of 
different forms of technolo-
gy and resources that going 
after an individual user on 
the street isn’t as neces-
sary as it was back then,” 
Kochis said. “There’s still 
a place for it, and I think 
that’s where I kind of see a 
void. With street level nar-
cotics comes car break-ins 
and other types of quality of 
life crimes. But we focus on 
identifying drug trafficking 
and investigating them.” 

When it comes to prose-
cuting drug-related crimes, 
Porter said the focus has 
also widened.

Considering the 
source

Porter’s office has also 
been working, in conjunc-
tion with the state attorney 
general’s office, to combat 
those who are part of drug 
trafficking networks.

Porter said there’s a sep-
aration between those who 
deal to afford their addic-
tion and those who feed 
others’ addictions. 

“You have people that 
are addicted, selling small 
amounts to keep their ad-
diction alive so they can 
have money to buy, but you 
also have some very orga-
nized heroin distribution 
networks. We’ve been work-
ing with the attorney gen-
eral’s office, focus[ing] on 
trying to attack the higher 
levels of drug distribution 

“You have people that are addicted, selling small 
amounts to keep their addiction alive so they can 
have money to buy, but you also have some very 
organized heroin distribution networks. We’ve been 
working with the attorney general’s office, focus[ing] 
on trying to attack the higher levels of drug distribution 
networks, while trying to show some compassion 
for people that are dealing with addiction.”

–Bryan Porter,  
commonwealth’s attorney, City of Alexandria

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Bryan Porter poses in front of the Alexandria Courthouse.
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Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

 

Taizé Comfort Service 
December 17, 5:00 PM 

 

Christmas Eve Pageant 
December 24, 4:00PM 

 

Christmas Eve Vigil 
December 24, 9:00PM 

 

Christmas Day Service 
December 25, 10:30AM 

 

Service of Lessons & Carols 
December 31, 10:30 AM 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US! 

1608 Russell Rd, Alexandria 
703-683-0798 

www.emmanuelonhigh.org 

networks, while trying to 
show some compassion for 
people that are dealing with 
addiction,” Porter said. 

Porter said those who 
are arrested with small 
amounts of drugs rarely 
serve extended time in jail. 

“The reality of it is that 
people that are charged 
with simple possession real-
ly do not do much, if any, jail 
time. They never go to pris-
on, in my experience, over 
the past couple of years,” 
Porter said. 

Instead of working to 
put users behind bars, Por-
ter said those in the justice 
system are emphasizing 
rehabilitation. Porter used 
the example of a 251 dispo-
sition, which allows those 
who have been charged with 
possession of heroin to work 
toward getting through 
the process without a black 
mark on his or her record. 

“What we’re trying to 
focus on is treatment op-
tions,” Porter said. “For ex-
ample, if you get charged 
with possession of heroin 
the first time, you don’t 
have any drug convictions 
on your record, there’s actu-
ally a state code that allows 
you to get through that pro-
cess without a conviction 
on your record … They have 
to do probation, stay drug-
free, do some community 
service, pay court costs.” 

Porter said, through col-
laborating with multiple 
jurisdictions, the state at-
torney general and the Vir-
ginia State Police, they’ve 
also been able to go after 
– and, at times, effectively 
take down – complex and 
far-reaching drug traffick-
ing networks. 

“It’s kind of innovative. 
We’re attacking higher up … 
It’s like a pyramid. If you cut 
if off up here, you’re [tak-
ing] all the people down at 
the base [down at the same 
time],” Porter said. “So we’re 
really trying to do both – re-

alize that people with addic-
tion problems don’t really 
need lengthy jail sentences 
or prison sentences because 
they’re in the thralls really 
of what is a public health, 
mental health disease.”

Porter said users with 
crippling addictions are on 
a different plane than those 
who are fueling the growing 
opioid problem. 

“On the other hand, peo-
ple that are dealing, making 
huge amounts of money, 
illegal money off people’s 
addictions have to be dealt 
with sternly,” Porter said. 
“There’s a whole other level 

of violence that goes along 
with drug distribution net-
works because they’re mak-
ing huge amounts of illegal 
cash. They can’t call the po-
lice department to protect 
them. You’ve got a lot of 
self-help with guns and vi-
olence, robberies, that kind 
of stuff going on. You’ve got 
both levels of it and we’re 
trying here in Alexandria to 
do both things.”

Porter, Kochis and oth-
ers say there’s another po-
tential innovative approach 
that could give certain opi-
oid users a shot at rehabili-
tation. 

Reconsidering justice
Gene Rossi, a former 

prosecutor for the United 
States Justice Department 
who spent four years pros-
ecuting organized crime 
drug enforcement task force 
cases in the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, is in favor 
of second chances.

The retired prosecutor, 
who also ran for lieutenant 
governor before Justin 
Fairfax won the Democrat-
ic nomination in June, is 
on the board of Friends of 
Guest House, an Alexandria 
nonprofit that works to re-
habilitate women who have 
served time in jail for nonvi-
olent crimes. 

He’s seen, firsthand, how 
the approach to prosecut-
ing drug-related crimes has 
shifted over the years.

“I sense in the last couple 
years, especially in the last 
year, that America is now 
approaching the moment 
where we are taking an ag-
gressive, but innovative ap-
proach to crime,” Rossi said. 
“Fifteen, 20 years ago, most 
prosecutors would have paid 
little attention, if any, to 
the addiction of a defendant 
… Addiction was not part of 
the equation in the 80s and 
90s for sentencing people. 
Now judges and prosecutors,  

SEE OPIOIDS | 21

… I have seen a lot 
of success in the 
reports that I’ve 
looked at [regarding 
drug courts] and I 
just think there’s 
an opportunity 
there ... We’re going 
to start small and 
make sure what 
we put together 
actually works. But 
I’m excited about it. 
I’m very optimistic. 
And it’s moving in 
the right direction.”

– Michael Kochis, 
commander, Alexandria 

Police Department’s 
vice/narcotics unit

OPIOIDS FROM | 10
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Four T.C. Williams stu-
dents, who developed a game 
application titled, “Rebudd: 
A Mental Health App for Ad-
olescents” to help those with 
anxiety, won the opportuni-
ty to present it at the 2017 
American Medical Infor-
matics Association National 
Conference this fall.

Anxiety is one of the most 
common, debilitating mental 
illnesses, especially among 
young people, affecting 
about 25 percent of Amer-
ican adolescents 13 to 18 
years of age. Affected indi-
viduals may experience many 
symptoms including fear, 
nervousness, absence from 
social activities, poor school 
performance and eating dis-

orders. Mobile games have 
been an increasingly popular 
form of treatment for mental 
illnesses, including anxiety, 
but current available options 
are proven to be ineffective 

and only target prevention. 
T.C. students developed 

and tested a health app “to 
assist those with stress, 
nerves, anxious tendencies or 
anxiety,” the team shared in 

their abstract. Seniors Emma 
Goeas, Grace Hogan, Lane 
McCaslin and Catherine Mel-
lette were juniors in Jennifer 
Ushe’s Biotechnology class, 
which is part of the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math program at T.C., when 
they developed the app. One 
component of the biotech-
nology class is a partnership 
with George Washington Uni-
versity’s Biomedical Informat-
ics Center, which offers three-
week internship at G.W.

The premise was to create 
an app by teens, for teens. The 
students developed a rotating 
drop and catch game where 
objects fall and participants 
have to catch them. The idea 
of the game came from stu-

dent research on anxiety and 
sensory stimuli, so T.C. stu-
dents used lots of colors and 
sounds to address anxiety. 
The game itself is used to re-
focus the participant’s mind 
when they are feeling anxious, 
said McCaslin.

The students were among 
16 groups to present at the 
2017 American Medical In-
formatics Association Na-
tional Conference in D.C. 
The conference included 
educational activities and 
networking events for high 
school students and high 
school teachers participating 
in educational and research 
partnerships with biomedi-
cal informatics researchers 
across the United States.

Bishop Ireton’s Model 
UN Team opened its season 
by winning Best Small Del-
egation at The University of 
Virginia’s Model United Na-
tions Conference Nov. 17 to 
19.  

There were more than 
900 student delegates rep-
resenting 43 schools along 
with a total of 31 committee 
simulations. BI was repre-
sented on ten of them. 

BI student delegates were 
selected for the “Under-Sec-
retary-General’s Best Small 
Delegation” award. This was 
the third time in a row that 

the Bishop Ireton student 
delegates were selected for 
“Best Small Delegation,” 
previously earning that dis-
tinction in 2013 and 2015.  
These students were:

Mavourneen Carr; Rory 
Fedorochko;  Sean Gibbons; 
Brady Hoagland; Maddy Mc-
Dade; Peter Murphy; Anne 
Marie Caballero; Patrick Ri-
ley; Libby York; Joseph Na-
kasone.

These delegates were rec-
ognized for their knowledge, 
research, public speaking, 
writing of position papers 
and diplomatic skills. Many 

BI delegates were also rec-
ognized with individual 
awards. They were:

Sean Gibbons, Cabi-
net of the UK: Pandemic 
2020, Gavel 1st Place; Pe-
ter Murphy, National Con-
gress of the American In-
dian 1944, Gavel 1st Place; 
Brady Hoagland, Little Gi-
ant – Napoleon’s Invasion 

St. Anselm’s Abbey School.

Grades 6-12 | 40-Acre D.C. Campus | www.saintanselms.org

Winter Open House 
Sunday, Jan. 7, 

1 - 3 pm

Where Bright Boys Become
Exceptional Men. 

AlexTimes-sixteenth pageWinter OH.indd   1 12/5/2017   2:10:33 PM

 The Heights School

10 4 0 0  S E V E N L O C K S R O A D  P O T O M A C M A R Y L A N D 2 0 8 5 4   •  T :  3 0 1.7 6 5 . 2 0 9 3 

AN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL FOR BOYS GRADES 3-12
Offering Catholic formation, a classical liberal arts curriculum, rigorous 
math and sciences, competitive athletics, and individual mentorship

www.heights.edu

 FRIDAY,  JANUARY 5,  2018   8:30 – 10:00 AM 
Winter Open House

Out of the classroom 
Education section

T.C. Williams students develop app for anxiety

COURTESY PHOTO

BI wins best small delegation at model UN Conference

COURTESY PHOTOSEE BI | 13
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Open House

Classical Christian School • Grades Jr. K - 8th
1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301   |   703.549.0155  |   www.ILSAlexandria.org

January 11, 9:00-11:00 AM
ILS wishes you a 
Merry Christmas 

Out of the classroom 
Education section

First graders at Alexan-
dria Country Day School re-
cently completed their first 
open-ended STEM project: 
designing, building and 
testing containers with a 
handle that could carry at 
least three apples for a dis-
tance of ten steps. For the 
first part of the project, stu-
dents investigated the size 
and weight of apples and the 
various materials they could 
use to build their containers. 

Then, each first grader 
brainstormed four ideas for 
containers that followed the 
criteria. Then the children 
worked in groups of three or 
four to decide on one plan to 

use. To do this in the allot-
ted time, each child listened 
as other group members pre-
sented their ideas and de-
cided upon either one plan 
or a combination of several 
plans. Each group came up 
with a single design to build.

Then, first graders 
worked together to build 
their apple containers and 
test them. All of the con-
tainers not only met the 
challenge of carrying three 
apples successfully, they 
were able to carry five ap-
ples for the distance, and 
two containers even carried 
eight apples before the con-
tainers broke. 

ACDS first graders  
engineer apple containers

COURTESY PHOTO
ACDS first graders build their apple container.

of Russia (1812), Outstand-
ing 2nd Place; Anne Marie 
Caballero, Supreme Political 
Council – Yemeni Civil War, 
Outstanding 2nd Place; Lib-
by York, Conference of May-
ors, Outstanding 2nd Place; 

Maddy McDade, Global Food 
Summit, Honorable Mention 
3rd Place; Mavourneen Carr, 
UN Security Council, Verbal 
Commendation 4th place; 
Rory Fedorochko, English 
Enlightenment: King Al-
fred’s Court, Verbal Com-
mendation 4th place.

BI FROM | 12

Bishop Ireton
The School of  B i g  I d e a s

Bishop Ireton High School is currently welcoming applications for  
the 2018–19 school year. The application deadline for priority  
consideration is January 12. 

Be Inspired. Be Intrigued. Be Interested. Be Involved. Be Bishop Ireton.

Be Inspired!

Apply online at www.bishopireton.org/apply or  
call 703-751-7606 for more information

WWW.BISHOPIRETON.ORG 

BISHOP IRETON HIGH SCHOOL
201 Cambridge Road
Alexandria, VA 22314
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Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

T.C. Williams High School 
Senior Jay Falk has been 
awarded the top Virginia 
School Boards Association 
Exhibitors Scholarship for 
her commitment to a future 
in public policy, academics 
and work as a student rep-
resentative of the School 
Board.

Jay received the highest 

award of $1,250 to support 
her continuing public policy 
work while at college. Her 
award was announced at the 
2017 VSBA Annual Conven-
tion in Williamsburg, Virgin-
ia last week.

Scholarships are awarded 
to three students in the state 
of Virginia who will be grad-
uating in spring 2018 and 

served as a student school 
board representative during 
their junior or senior year.

Jay has been a highly in-
volved student representa-
tive of the school board since 
she took up the position this 
summer. “It is always im-
portant for school boards to 
hear student voices and make 
sure we listen to these stake-

holders when 
we are making 
decisions about 
e d u c a t i o n , ” 
said  Alexandria 
School Board 
Chair Ramee 
Gentry.

Jay became 
involved in the 
school board 
through her 
work with the 
S u p e r i n t e n -
dent’s Student Leadership 
Council at T.C. Williams 
High School. In her time on 
the council she worked on 
creating an online addendum 
for the Program of Studies 
and the Student Leadership 
Summit. Jay became a stu-
dent representative for the 

school board in 
June this year.

Jay has applied 
early decision to 
the University 
of Pennsylva-
nia and hopes to 
study public pol-
icy or econom-
ics to continue 
her passion for 
quantitative rea-
soning and prob-
lem solving. She 

is also captain of the T.C. 
Williams Debate Team, was 
a competitor of the World 
Championships for Optimist 
Oratorical, is an Inspire Vir-
ginia leader, a fellow of the 
2017 Democratic Coordinat-
ed Campaign and a member 
of the T.C. swim team.

T.C. Williams senior awarded VSBA scholarship

JAY FALK

On Nov. 10, Immanuel Lu-
theran School held its annual 
Veterans Day and Day of Ser-
vice programs. The morning 
began with a breakfast for 
veterans, active duty service 
members and their families, 
and a school-wide chapel 
service led by U.S. Military 
Chaplain Col. Jonathan Shaw, 
who attended ILS as a child.

Following the service, stu-
dents welcomed veterans and 
active duty military service 
members to speak and share 
real life stories of service and 
sacrifice for our nation. One 
of the highlights of the morn-
ing included WWII veteran, 
Bill Schultz, who told of his 
experiences in Europe as a 
young soldier.

Third and fourth and 
graders continued the day at 

Arlington National Cemetery, 
where they learned about 
many of the men and women 
who have served our nation in 
the armed forces.

The entire school spent 
the remainder of the day par-
ticipating in service activi-
ties. ILS Upper School House 
teams had organized a week-
long food drive to support the 
Food Pantry at Christ House. 
Students and their families 
collected nearly 1,000 pounds 
of food, which was donated to 
Christ House. Lower School 
students had collected food 
items to prepare Feed a Fam-
ily Meal Kits for Christ House 
as well. Students and volun-
teers were able to prepare 
more than 120 meal kits with 
an additional 285 pounds of 
food collected. 

Immanuel Lutheran 
honors Veterans Day

For more Schools, please see page 29
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This holiday season, don’t 
settle for picking up a bot-
tle of wine or pre-packaged 
goodie bag on your way to a 

holiday party.
Prepare yourself for 

the onslaught of compa-
ny Christmas parties, holi-

day dinners and parties by 
browsing through our se-
lection of local goodies that 
are sure to impress even the 
pickiest host or hostess in 
your life.

Balducci’s
Regional food market 

Balducci’s has long been an 
institution in Old Town at 
its 600 Franklin St. location, 
even dating back to its days 
as Sutton Place Gourmet. 
The store offers a number 
of gift options, including a 
large selection of wine and 
prosecco, pantry essentials 
like vinegar, olive oil and 
spices, ready-to-go desserts 
and gift baskets.

For those who are difficult 
to shop for, Balducci’s offers 
a wide range of gift baskets, 
including selections under 
$50 like a gluten-free basket 
($48), a snack basket ($48) or 
Sweet Sippings ($46), which 

Gifts for the ‘Host-ess 
with the Most-ess’

SEE GIFTS | 16

A women’s clothing & accessory boutique 
(new & consignment), home furnishings + gifts.

703.566.2341  •  109 N. Fairfax Street  •  www.TwistStyl.com

Open Every Day 
& Evenings

703.549.8530 • www.silverparrot.com • 113 King Street, Old Town

Experience
Jewelrythe art of

COURTESY PHOTO
For those who are more difficult to shop for, Balducci’s suggests the 
“Lady Godiva Gift Basket," available for $75. 
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Make this season even more magical, 
visit any Company Store or shop online 

to unwrap each day’s Holi-deal .

shop our daily Holi -d e a l s !

national harbor company store
170 American Way | National Harbor, MD | 301.749.6902

STONEWALLKITCHEN.COM

Holiday Happiness For You
Enjoy $25 off of your choice of session 

or class. Use code “AlexTimes”
One per person. Good through 3/18

2001 Mount Vernon Avenue | 703-776-0102 | www.fourdirectionswellness.com

includes Balducci’s coffee, 
breakfast tea, cookies, straw-
berry preserves and honey. If 
you have more resources to 
spare, the “Balducci’s Cup-
board” ($135) has a selection 
of just about everything the 
store has to offer, including 
pasta, coffee, olive oil, vin-
egar, jam, truffles and co-
coa or sweet smorgasbord 
“Tempting Treats” ($260). 
Balducci’s recommends: 
“Lady Godiva Gift Basket” 
($75); “Balducci’s Prosecco 
Brut” ($12.99)
Where to get it:  
Balducci’s Food Lover’s Mar-
ket, 600 Franklin St. 

Blüprint Chocolatier
Founded by Kim and 

Bruce Gustafson, Blüprint 
Chocolatier has been oper-
ating at 1001 King St. since 
2005. All of their chocolate 
is made on site and comes 
in a number of holiday fla-
vors, including sugar plum, 
gingerbread, candy cane, 
eggnog and the Swedish-in-
spired glögg, a traditional 

mulled wine. If you’re not 
looking for holiday flavors, 
the store also offers chili cin-
namon, ginger, cardamom, 
vanilla bean, raspberry, lav-
ender honey, espresso, lime 
in the coconut and more.

The chocolate lover on 
your holiday shopping list 
may enjoy Blüprint’s holiday 
chocolate gift box, which can 
be picked up in person or or-
dered online (place holiday 

orders before Dec. 19). The 
“holiday sixteen” gift box of-
fers 16 chocolate selections 
for $32, while Blüprint’s 
“holiday double dozen” gift 
box includes 24 chocolates 

for $48. 
Blüprint recommends:  
“Holiday sixteen” gift box 
($32); “Holiday double doz-
en” gift box ($48)
Where to get it:  

Blüprint Chocolatier, 1001 
King St. (Open 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Tuesday to Saturday; 
Noon to 7 p.m. on Sunday; 
Closed on Monday)

Department of Beer & 
Wine

This relatively new ad-
dition to Alexandria sells a 
large selection of craft beer 
and wine in Potomac Yard. 
Partners Jeff Sapsford and 
Stevie Treichel, veterans of 
various beer emporiums like 
Norm’s Beer & Wine in Vi-
enna, Virginia, first opened 
the store in August. The 
store also offers exotic can-
dies and goodies, all which 
are curated by fellow partner 
and Sapsford’s wife, Melissa 
Sapsford. 

For those who are looking 
to bring an alcoholic beverage  

SEE GIFTS | 18

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: Get the chocolate lover the “Holiday sixteen” gift box from Blüprint Chocolatier for $32. Right: A 
beer lover might enjoy the Blackberry Farm’s Winter Saison from new Alexandria addition Department 
Beer and Wine for $18.49. 

GIFTS FROM | 15
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Your Neighborhood Packaging Store in North Old Town

Pack-N-Ship Plus
806 N. Fairfax Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

703-683-4142 • Fax 703.683.4143

OPEN 
Mon-Fri: 

9:30am-6pm
Sat: 10am-4pm

Senior Discount  
Always Available 

from 10-30%
Active Military  

Personnel Discount

Vacation Special
Why wait in line at the airport?

SHIP YOUR ITEMS WITH US  
BEFORE YOU TRAVEL!

WE SELL
• Boxes • Stamps • Copies 
• Passport Photos • Fax Services 
• Phone Cards • Same Day Service 
• Freight • Furniture Packaging
SHIPPING SERVICES
• FedEx Express • UPS 
• Worldwide • US Postal Service
• DHL • Madrano Express

Also Available 
PICK-UP SERVICE

HIGH SPEED COPYING
• Flyers and Brochures
• Corporate Manuals and Morne
DIGITAL PRINTING & 
SCANNING
• Annual Reports Banners Posters and 
More
• From CD or Email
BINDERY SERVICES
OTHER SERVICES
• Internet Access • Mounting • Lamination

N. FAIRFAX

S. WASHINGTON

MA
DI

SO
N

MO
NT

GO
ME

RY

CROWN 
PLAZA 
HOTEL

↑
N

Professional 
Packaging 
Along with 

23 Years 
Experience  

with US 
Postal 
Service

Organic doggie daycare, boarding & grooming
The best in healthy doggie food, supplements and treats

Great toys & cool gifts
Online ordering: store.wholedogz.com

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

WE ARE SOCIAL!
@wholedogz

Congratulations for Choosing 
Whole Dogz! 

w

v

Santa loves treats from 
Alexandria Pastry !

Choose from our Amazing  
Selection of Holiday Treats 

		� Chocolate Truffles � Christmas Cookies
  � Holiday Cakes  � Alpine Gingerbread Villa
		� Yule Log �Authentic Stollen � Lebkuchen
	 �Cheesecake � Tarts � Pies � Pastries

Plus Delicious Hors d’ oeuvres  
 & Entrées to compliment your

Holiday meals

Follow us 

Sonoma Cellar • 207 King Street •mysonomacellar.com • 703.566.9867

Holiday wines, 
baskets and gifts!

Brunch: Saturday & Sunday  
10 am to 3 pm

Happy Hour: M-F 4-6:30 pm

Restaurant | Wine Tasting Room

Events:
• Christmas Day dinner

• NYE sparking wristbands from 
10 to midnight: $60

•"NYE Midnight 30" Breakfast: $25 

Reserve now.  Limited seating.

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Try our 
Holiday platters!

Special Holiday Offer:
$55.00 Gift Certificate  

for $50.00 and
$120.00 Gift Certificate  

for $100.00
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to a holiday party or fami-
ly gathering that’s not run 
of the mill, Department of 
Beer & Wine offers growler 
and 32-ounce crowler (same 
concept of a growler, but in 
a can) fills of winter warm-
er beers like Prairie Artisan 
Ales’ Christmas Bomb! (13 
percent ABV), Devils Back-
bone Brewing Co.’s Dead 
Bear (11 percent ABV) and 
Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.’s 
Celebration Ale (6.8 percent 
ABV). Explore the full se-
lection of bottled beer and 
wine selections in person by 
visiting the retailer’s Jeffer-
son Davis Highway location.
Department of Beer & 
Wine recommends:  
For beer fans – Blackber-
ry Farm’s Winter Saison 
($18.49); For wine fans 
– Stolpman’s Para Maria 
de los Tecolotes 2016 
($24.99); For candy fans 

– Bang Candy Co.’s Honey-
comb Toffee ($12.99)
Where to get it:  
Department of Beer & 
Wine, 2724 Jefferson Davis 
Highway (10 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Monday to Sunday)

The Hour
When the time for a 

nightcap arrives, The Hour 
will help you sip in style. 
Victoria Vergason has oper-
ated the upper King Street 
shop since October 2008, 
featuring an array of vin-
tage, elegant and quirky 
barware, cocktail glasses 
and sets, pitchers and de-
canters and trays and bowls. 
The Hour’s style draws from 
early 20th-century home 
entertaining, harkening 
back to Prohibition to mid-
century era traditions that 
fit into the modern host or 
hostess’ lifestyle. 

SEE GIFTS | 19
106 N St. Asaph Street, Alexandria VA 22314  |  tsaltstyle.com  

Holiday Hours starting Friday: Mon-Sat 10-8, Sun 12-5, Christmas Eve 10-3

We're Giving back to SCAN 
Northern Virginia.  This year 
15% of Gift Card Sales will 
be donated to SCAN

BLUE CHRISTMAS  
SALE

Current Season Denim 
Styles $99

COURTESY PHOTO
The Hour has been on King Street since October 2008, and this 
Holt Howard Tall Santa Pitcher should be in your hostess’ collection 
starting this winter season. 

GIFTS FROM | 16
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GRACE 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
3601 Russell Rd.
Alexandria, VA 

22305
703-549-1980 

www.gracealex.org

Rejoice in the spirit 
of Christmas

Christmas Eve, December 24
3:00 – Holy Eucharist for Children and Families
5:00 PM – Festival Eucharist
7:30 PM – Choral Eucharist (Prelude at 7:15 PM)
10:30 PM – Choral Prelude
11:00 PM – Midnight Mass of the Nativity of our Lord
Christmas Day, December 25
12:00 NOON – Festival Eucharist
Feast of the Holy Name, January 1
12:00 NOON – Choral Eucharist

This season’s menu has 
everything you need to fill your 
holiday table. We offer full 
service catering, delivery and 
pick up options for all orders
703.549.2708
www.bittersweetcatering.com
FREE PIE on all orders over $100
please mention code AT25 when ordering

Holiday Catering 
by Bittersweet

FROM PIES TO SIDES, WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

The Hour’s selections in-
clude glassware that ranges 
from the 1920s to the 1970s 
– and those who are looking 
for holiday-themed wares are 
in luck. For barware that’s 
classic or can’t be found just 
anywhere, you can browse 
The Hour’s wares in person 
at 1015 King St. or online.  
The Hour recommends: 
Top Hat Pump Decanter Set 
($450); Evans Gold Bar Tool 
Set ($225)
Where to get it:  
The Hour, 1015 King St. 
(Open 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Wednesday to Saturday; 
12:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Sun-
day); www.thehourshop.com 

Planet Wine
Located centrally on Del 

Ray’s Mount Vernon Ave-
nue, Planet Wine is a prom-
ising destination for those 
seeking a perfect wine-re-
lated gift. The wine shop 
has been located next to 
Evening Star for more than 
a decade and is still operat-
ed by the Babin family and 
Neighborhood Restaurant 
Group. 

Planet Wine offers some-
thing for just about every-
one, boasting a selection of 
about 2,000 wines and spe-
cialty beers. For those who 
aren’t sure just what to get, 
attend one of Planet Wine’s 
twice-weekly tastings or 
ask experienced staff for a 

recommendation. If beer 
is more your speed, Planet 
Wine is offering four packs 
of beer curated by Neigh-
borhood Restaurant Group 
Beer Director Greg Engert. 
Planet Wine recommends: 

Holiday Pops Beer 4-Packs 
($12 to $15); Thierry Triolet 
Brut Grande Reserve ($86); 
2013 Opus One ($318) 
Where to get it:  
Planet Wine, 2004 Mount 
Vernon Ave. (Open 11 a.m. 

to 8 p.m., Monday to Thurs-
day; 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Friday; 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday; Noon to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday)

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

GIFTS FROM | 18 No holidays 
are com-
plete without 
Champagne. 
Pick up your 
Thierry Triolet 
Brut Grande 
Reserve from 
Planet Wine 
for $86. 

COURTESY PHOTO
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25 S. Dove Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

(703) 231-7199 
kingstreetcats.org 

Wish List 
The cats and kittens at King Street Cats would love to 
find the following items in their winter stockings: 

PET STORE GIFT CARDS 
WET & DRY CAT FOOD 
SCRATCHING POSTS ❄ CAT TOYS 
FELIWAY REFILLS ❄ PAPER TOWELS ❄ TRASH BAGS 
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Tails High

On behalf of 
Alexandria’s children, 

thank you for 
looking out for us!

Strong Families, 
Safe Children.

One 
Goal 

One 
City 

One 
Place

www.alexandriaskids.org

Senior Services of Alexandria  
thanks all of its many supporters 
for helping us make a difference  
in the lives of Alexandria’s seniors.

www.seniorservicesalex.org

CFC: 97867

Carpenter’s Shelter thanks you for supporting more 
than 600 homeless men, women and children this 

year on their journey from homelessness to housed.

Visit www.CarpentersShelter.org to give hope to 
those that need it most this holiday season.

Happy Holidays from Carpenter’s Shelter

Together We Bake is launching our 2017 Year-End Cam-
paign.  Our goal is to raise $20,000 and graduate dozens 
more women in 2018 who, like Lilly, will make their second-
chance dream a reality. We need your help to make it hap-
pen.
Would you be willing to make a year-end gift of $50, $100, 
$500 or whatever amount is meaningful to you? Your sup-
port will help empower dozens of women working toward 
building a life of personal well-being and financial security.
Please make your gift today by visiting www.togetherwe-
bake.org/donate or you can send a check to Together We 
Bake, 212 South Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

TOGETHER WE CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

"Together We Bake lets 
you know that you are 
important, you are a 

human being and that 
you are loved."  

Lilly,  
Spring 2017 Graduate

Making a 
difference
every day.

You can make 
a difference 
with your

tax deductible 
donation to 

charity.
Please consider 

donating 
to these

worthy causes.
Honor a loved 
one with a gift
to their favorite 

nonprofit.

Compa ny Name
T A G L I N E  H E R E

Compa ny Name
T A G L I N E  H E R E

Alexandria’s Nonprofits
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Thank you volunteers, 
sponsors, and donors for 

• GIVING your time
• SHARING your talent

• HELPING Volunteer Alexandria 
connect our community with your 

donations

Continue your support in 2018 
- VolunteerAlexandria.org

You have helped us serve our city’s 
most vulnerable citizens for 30 years

Thank you, Alexandria!

Just look at your impact:
• Nearly 4,000 youth served in our 

youth education programs
• 220 families graduated from transi-
tional housing and live independently
• 112 low-income Alexandrians live 

in our affordable housing

Help us help others:
Visit us at http://communitylodgings.org to make 
a holiday donation, volunteer, and discover other 

ways to get involved

SAVE THE DATE
Join us at our 30 Year Anniversary Pearl Gala

Saturday, February 17, 2018
Belle Haven Country Club

2111 Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray
703-549-1108 

www.velocitycoop.org
7 days a week noon - 5pm

Hopes you will consider 
Velocity Bike Coop when 
making end of the year 

charitable donations. Your 
generous contributions 

help Velocity continue its 
community outreach pro-

grams, bike 
scholar-

ships and 
encourage 
people to 

cycle more.

especially defense attor-
neys, are realizing that if 
you don’t treat the addic-
tion, which has caused, in 
part, their crimes, then 
they’re going to get out and 
they’re going to be crimi-
nals again.”

“… I now see among law 
enforcement, the DOJ and 
the state attorney generals 
that we have to take a dif-
ferent approach to this. We 
can’t just put people away 
and throw away the key,” 
Rossi said. 

Many jurisdictions 
around the country have 
introduced drug courts as 
one possible solution to 
the growing problem of 
drug-related crime. Drug 
courts work to rehabili-
tate nonviolent offenders 
who have agreed to certain 
terms. As part of undergo-
ing drug court, individuals 
participate in treatment 
while being monitored 
closely for the minimum 
term of one year. The pro-
gram usually requires 
monthly visits to a judge, 
regular and random drug 
testing and sanctions if 
they do not meet obliga-
tions. 

Several Northern Vir-
ginia jurisdictions have 
already established drug 
courts, including neigh-
boring Arlington Circuit 
Court. 

Kochis is one of the city 
officials leading the effort 
to bring a drug court to 
Alexandria. He and oth-
ers are putting together a 
steering committee, which 
would include representa-
tives from multiple orga-

nizations within city gov-
ernment, to explore the 
possibility. The steering 
committee would generate 
a drug court application 
that would, in turn, have to 
be approved by the state.

Kochis said if a drug 
court is instituted in Alex-
andria, it would be tailored 
to the city’s needs.

“Each jurisdiction that 
has a drug court, they’re 
unique to that communi-
ty’s needs, so we’re going 
to start small and kind of 
work out all the kinks in it,” 
Kochis said.

Porter said the hope is to 
begin the drug court some-
time next year. He said, if 
resources are allocated for 
the court, it would be ben-
eficial for users who might 
not have a pathway to reha-
bilitation otherwise.

“Heroin and most of 
these opiates are really, 
really difficult to get off 
of and most people need 
help,” Porter said. “A drug 
court requires buy-in from 
the person who is charged. 
It’s not something where 
you force someone to do the 
program and because it’s so 
intensive they have to ac-
tually want to go through 
it.”

“The goal is not jail 
time. It’s to actually inter-
vene and get this person 
off the street that’s causing 
the problem.”

As with most new pro-
grams, a drug court would 
take funding, staff and re-
sources. Funding, in fact, is 
the most significant reason 
why Alexandria does not 
yet have a drug court.

“It’s a very time-con-
suming and therefore re-

source-consuming pro-
cess. It really boils down to 
funding,” Porter said. “…
We have some reasonable 
goals to limit it to five to 10 
people in the first year in an 
effort to see how much time 
and how much energy and 
how much money it con-
sumes. The next step, now 
that we have buy-in from 
my office, is for the proba-
tion office and the police 
department to expand that 
net to other partners that 
we would need to be part of 
the process. Hopefully we’ll 
have an actual written pro-
posal in something like the 
next 90 days.” 

Kochis and Porter don’t 
believe a drug court in Al-
exandria would be a silver 
bullet but, rather, yet an-
other resource to tackle a 
growing opioid problem 
that hasn’t shown signs of 
slowing.

“… I have seen a lot of 
success in the reports that 
I’ve looked at and I just 
think there’s an opportu-
nity there,” Kochis said. 
“Again, we’re going to start 
small and make sure what 
we put together actual-
ly works. But I’m excited 
about it. I’m very optimis-
tic. And it’s moving in the 
right direction.”

“It usually takes people 
a few years of struggling 
with it before they actual-
ly, really are committed to 
self-improvement, really 
getting out of that cycle,” 
Porter said. “It really has 
to be ‘I’m fed up with this, I 
can’t live like this anymore. 
I have to change my life. 
Once we reach that point, 
that’s when we see impres-
sive gains.’” 

OPIOIDS FROM | 11

The Alexandria Times is exploring the local
opioid crisis through its “Opioids in Alexandria”
series. You can contact the Times with
news tips related to this issue at newstips@
alextimes.com or call us at (703)-739-0001.
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SPORTS

Dec. 7

BI L 58-56 vs. Benedictine

Episcopal W 59-52 vs. Flint Hill

Dec. 9

Episcopal W 72-34 vs. The Heights

Girls’ Basketball

Dec. 6

SSSAS W 49-26 vs. Sandy Spring Friends

Dec. 7

BI W 55-25 @ Chopticon

Episcopal W 58-55 vs. Potomac School

Dec. 8

SSSAS W 30-28 @ Mercersburg Academy

TC W 59-47 @ Yorktown

Dec. 9

SSSAS L 57-51 vs. Goretti

Boys’ Basketball
School   Record

Bishop Ireton         0-2
Episcopal          4-0
SSSAS          3-1
T.C. Williams         0-4

School   Record

Bishop Ireton            3-0
Episcopal                5-0
SSSAS             4-2
T.C. Williams            4-0

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes records 
and game results for the prior week in two sports per sea-
son for Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop Ireton, 
Episcopal, St. Stephens and St. Agnes School and T.C. Wil-
liams High School. Records are presented alphabetically, 
while results will be listed by date. This winter, the sports 
included are boys’ and girls’ basketball. 

Alexandria Sports 
Roundup

Scores this week:

Scores this week:

team has been using last 
year’s disappointing conclu-
sion as motivation for the 
2017-2018 season.

Walton said the team this 
year was focused on stay-
ing “disciplined, humble 
and hungry.” So far, the ap-
proach has led to four wins 
since their opener on Dec. 1.

“Every game for us, we 
have to bring our top notch, 
our A game,” Walton said, 
“because we have a big boul-
der on our back where ev-
erybody’s trying to see if we 
come up short or see if they 
can beat us.”

The team this year is com-
posed of four seniors, three 
juniors, three sophomores 
and one freshman. Of the 11 
players, five are returning 
from last year’s team. Wal-
ton said the veteran varsity 
players have been acting as 
role models for the new play-
ers and helping to integrate 
them into the team.

“Our newcomers have fit 
right in,” Walton said. “They 
all play quality minutes. It’s 
never a drop with the rota-
tion, so I’m pretty ecstatic 
about our sophomores and 
even our freshman stepping 
up into the role of being a 
varsity high school basket-
ball player.”

Not only does the team 
have a positive dynamic on 
the court, they spend time 
together outside of practice 
as well, bonding and sup-
porting each other academ-
ically.

Junior Trinity Pala-
cio said Walton organized 
study halls for the team 
to help them incorporate 
schoolwork in their basket-
ball-heavy schedules. She 
said her teammates were like 
family, whether going out 
to eat after a win or getting 
competitive over a game of 
bowling.

Palacio has been a point 
guard for T.C. varsity bas-
ketball since she was a fresh-

man. She said Walton was 
responsible for her improve-
ment as a player. 

“When I first came here 
my freshman year, [Walton] 
really helped me, freshman 
year to junior year, just be-
come a better player and ma-
ture,” she said. “She’ll make 
you into a great player.”

Walton has been coach-
ing basketball at T.C. Wil-
liams since 2004. She said 
the team looks at her as a 
tough coach because she 
doesn’t let them take success 
for granted. 

“I don’t let them slack 
on anything,” Walton said. 
“Even though we may come 
off on … a five-game win-
ning streak, I’ll come back 
like we’re coming off a five-
game losing streak, just to 
kind of stay on ‘em and aim 
for perfection.” 

Palacio said the team 
this year could improve by 
preparing for close games 
and working on free throws. 

She also said the team has 
a strong defense, but that it 
sometimes gets them into 
foul trouble.

“We’re a good defensive 
team, and I think since we’re 
so aggressive … the refs call 
it how they want to,” Palacio 
said. “We foul a lot.”

“We’ve been fouling in-
credibly too much,” Junior 
Sasha Bates concurred. “It’s 
getting bad this year.” 

Bates, a three-year varsi-
ty shooting guard, said the 
fouls were a minor obstacle 
the team would get past. 

“Our strength is that ev-
erybody fills their role as a 
team and nobody can stop 
us,” she said. “If we just calm 
down and be ourselves, we’ll 
be very true to our team and 
be amazing.”

The Lady Titans took on 
Osbourn Park at home on 
Wednesday evening. The 
game ended past the Times’ 
print deadline. 

- mschrott@alextimes.com

T.C. GIRLS FROM | 1

COURTESY PHOTO
Junior point guard Trinity Palacio shoots in a game against Wake-
field. 
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RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

BY ELIZABETH M. HOLM, DRPH, RD

It’s December and, thus, the 
time for holiday baking. Many of us 
will have family and friends come 
for overnight visits, and we will 
ponder what to serve for breakfast. 
Rather than heading to the bakery 
or using your mother’s coffee cake 
recipe, try serving these delicious 
and wholesome Cranberry Oat 
Bran Muffins. They are the per-
fect way for your guests to enjoy 
a scrumptious, festive treat while 
feeling virtuous at the same time.

Oat bran is the fiber of oats. 
However, unlike wheat bran, it is 
effective in lowering cholester-
ol and slowing the absorption of 
sugars. This is because it contains 
soluble fibers such as pectin and 
gums which are also found in ap-
ples, citrus fruits and beans.  When 
you eat oat bran, the soluble fibers 
absorb water and form a gel that es-
sentially binds to sugars and other 
substances. To understand how oat 
bran lowers cholesterol, you need a 
little background information. 

Cholesterol is stored in the liver 
where it is packaged into lipopro-
teins including LDL cholesterol and 
released into the bloodstream. These 
lipoproteins travel to various organs 
where the cholesterol is used to form 
hormones and help cells function.  
However, an excess of low-density 

lipoproteins, or LDL cholesterol, can 
lead to atherosclerosis and an in-
creased risk of heart disease.  

The good news is that in addition 
to forming lipoproteins, the liver 
also uses cholesterol to make bile 
acids, which are stored in the gall 
bladder and used to digest fat.  When 
you eat dietary fat, the gall bladder 
releases bile acids into the digestive 
tract. Most of these bile acids are re-
absorbed and recycled through the 
gall bladder.  However, when you 
eat oat bran, the soluble fibers bind 
the bile acids and prevent them from 
being reabsorbed. This causes more 
cholesterol to be used by the liver to 
form more bile acids and less cho-
lesterol is converted to lipoproteins. 
Thus, your blood levels of LDL cho-
lesterol will go down.

For this process to work, you 
need both fat and soluble fiber in 
your diet.  A great holiday breakfast 
to serve your guests would include 
scrambled eggs, a fruit compote of 
apples, apricots, oranges and man-
go topped with whole milk yogurt 
and plenty of holiday cranberry oat 
bran muffins served warm from 
the oven.  You can even use a little 
butter. Enjoy.

Elizabeth Holm is a registered 
dietitian and nutritionist in private 
practice in Alexandria. She can be 
reached at emholm@verizon.net.

Holiday Cranberry Oat Bran Muffins

Ingredients
2 cups oat bran cereal

1/4 cup brown sugar

2 tsp baking powder

1/2 tsp salt

1 cup milk

2 eggs

2 T canola oil

1/4 cup honey

1 cup fresh cranberries

Recipe

Directions
1. Combine oat bran, brown sugar, baking powder 
and salt. 

2. Add milk, eggs, canola oil and honey and mix 
until blended. 

3. Stir in cranberries.

4. Divide into a 12-muffin tin lined with muffin 
cups.

5. Bake at 425 degrees for 15-17 minutes or until 
done.

COURTESY PHOTO

Holiday Cranberry Oat Bran Muffins
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BY RICHARD ROEPER

One of the things I love 
about the “Star Wars” fran-
chise is how they’ve al-
ways made it easy for 
us.  Take the famous 
opening crawl, which begins 

with, “A long time ago, in a 
galaxy far, far away…” fol-
lowed by the episode number 
and a nifty, three-paragraph 
summary of where we are and 
what has just happened.  

Or the glorious score, which 
hits just the right inspiration-

al notes when our heroes are 
swooping in and doing those 
things heroes do – and sends 
a chill down our spine with 
the booming sounds of doom 
when we join a slimy general 
aboard his ship, or a menacing 
Darth, helmeted or otherwise. 

Even the costumes and the 
creatures and the makeup are 
dead giveaways. Our droids 
are cute little garbage cans 
that make beep-boop sounds; 
their droid sports more black 
than an Oakland Raiders fan 
in mourning. 

This is one of the many, 
many, MANY reasons the 
“Star Wars” franchise has en-
joyed such worldwide, gener-
ation-spanning appeal for 40 
years and counting. The uni-
verse of the movies (and all the 
ancillary products) is vast and 
complex and brimming with 
hundreds of characters and 
deep philosophical issues – but 
your 6-year-old can also dig it 

because at its heart it is a Space 
Western, with timeless heroes 
and hiss-worthy villains. 

And then there’s the whole 
internal struggle thing, and 
those moments when even the 
darkest of the dark remembers 
his humanity and considers 
salvation. 

“Star Wars: The Last Jedi” 
is the eighth film in the main 
canon – the second film in the 
modern trilogy that kicked 
off with the rousing and pow-
erfully moving “The Force 
Awakens” in 2015. Although 
it doesn’t pack quite the same 
emotional punch and it lags a 
bit in the second half, this is 
still a worthy chapter in the 
“Star Wars” franchise, pop-
ping with exciting action se-
quences, sprinkled with good 
humor and containing more 
than a few nifty “callbacks” to 
previous characters and iconic 
moments. 

We pick up the saga in the 
immediate aftermath of “The 
Force Awakens.” The dimin-
ished and seemingly hopeless-
ly outmatched Resistance is 
doing battle with the all-pow-
erful and relentless First Or-
der. (Carrie Fisher’s Gen. Leia 
Organa is still the leader of 
the Resistance, and your heart 
can’t help but skip a beat the 
first time the late Ms. Fisher 
appears onscreen. The per-
formance she delivers, on its 

own, is subtle and wise and 
quietly powerful.) 

Meanwhile, Rey (Daisy 
Ridley) has tracked down Luke 
Skywalker (Mark Hamill, and if 
I have to put “Mark Hamill” in 
parentheses next to the name 
“Luke Skywalker” in a re-
view, welcome back from your 
40-year coma!), whose initial 
reaction to Rey’s visit is hilar-
ious and comes at just the right 
time when we need a little lev-
ity. (Writer-director Rian John-
son displays keen instincts 
for dropping in some terrific 
one-liners and a couple of kill-
er visual gags, which gives the 
audience permission to stop 
holding its breath and exhale 
for a moment. Well done.)  

Andy Serkis, a.k.a the 
King of the CGI Characters, is 
wonderfully menacing as the 
frightening Supreme Leader 
Snoke, while the do-every-
thing Domhnall Gleeson is 
suitably slimy and slithering 
as Gen. Hux. And then there’s 
Adam Driver’s Kylo Ren, for-
merly known as Ben Solo, last 
seen completely giving himself 
to the dark side of the Force 
– or has he? There’s an unde-
niable, cosmic connection be-
tween Rey and Kylo, and she 
believes he can be saved. 

Adam Driver is a fine actor, 
but I still think he’s slightly 
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
FINIALS 

These little giants add 
the finishing touch to 
your lamp and show 
attention to detail in 
your décor! Come in 
today and see what they 
can do for you! 

Powerful performances, storytelling make 
“Star Wars: The Last Jedi” stand out

COURTESY PHOTO
‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi’ poster. 

SEE STAR WARS  | 28
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DECEMBER 10 – 17 

PHOTOS WITH SANTA AT 
STATION 201 Snap a photo 
with Santa in Old Town. Stop by 
Alexandria Fire Department Station 
201 and take a photo with Santa 
Claus for $10. All proceeds benefit 
the Local 2141 Helping Hands Fund 
Toy Drive. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Fire 
Department Station #201, 317 
Prince St.
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/photos-
with-santa-at-alexandria-fire-dept-
station-201/11344/ 

DECEMBER 14

TORPEDO TALKS Enjoy a special 
Thursday after-hours event at the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center. Browse 
open studios and galleries, interact 
with artists, while enjoying special 
programming. Check out the monthly 
lecture series, Torpedo Talks, at 8 
p.m. in the main hall. This iteration 
of the event will feature Desiree 
Venn Frederic, a Sierra Leon-born 
immigrant, writer and installation 
artist. This is a free event.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: http://torpedofactory.
org/event/second-thursday-and-
torpedo-talks-desiree-venn-frederic/

WRAP, PAPER, SCISSORS 
PARTY Struggling to decide on a 
holiday gift wrap theme? Hoping 
for a few extra ohhs and ahhs 
with your beautiful bows? Or just 
looking for a warm place that puts 
your mind at ease, provides good 
company, and offers sips and treats 
while demonstrating how to wrap the 
perfect gift? If you answered yes to 
any of these questions, then Penny 
Post has got your back! At this 
fun workshop you’ll learn tips 
on gift wrapping and then have 
an opportunity to wrap your own 
boxes in the latest designs and 
accoutrements. Space is limited to 
10 for this Penny Post event.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Penny Post, 1201 King St.
Information: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/wrap-paper-scissors-party-
tickets-40840970442 

DECEMBER 14 & 15

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
AT MOUNT VERNON Join Mount 
Vernon for an evening of family fun 
and fireworks choreographed to 
holiday music, with fireworks starting 
at 9 p.m. Take a stroll through the 
estate while being serenaded by 
local choirs, visit with reenactors 
from the First Virginia Regiment 
and learn 18th-century dance 
moves from costumed guides at the 
Greenhouse. George and Martha 
Washington will be on site to greet 
Mount Vernon’s holiday guests.

Time: 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.org 

DECEMBER 15

ALEXANDRIA HOLIDAY 
MARKET Alexandria’s Holiday 
Market is an annual signature event 
that transforms the Carlyle District 
into a lively open-air Festival. While 
shopping for unique art and craft 
items for your loved ones, enjoy live 
entertainment, traditional food and 
sweets, hot wine and hot cocoa.
Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 
John Carlyle St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
carlylefun 

JANE AUSTEN BIRTHDAY: 
CRAFTS AFTERNOON Make a 
variety of crafts using vintage tea 
cups. All supplies are provided. This 
event is for ages 16 and up. 
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Charles E. Beatley Jr. 
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Information: 703-746-1751

UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATER 
HAPPY HOUR In honor of 
National Ugly Christmas Sweater 
Day (celebrated on the third Friday 
of December each year), join fellow 
Christmas goers for a community 
happy hour rocking your ugly holiday 
knits while we celebrate the holiday 
season.
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: Westin Alexandria, 400 
Courthouse Square
Information: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/CarlyleFun 

HOLIDAY CONCERT AND SING-
ALONG Join the Alexandria Citizens 
Band for a free holiday concert and 
sing-along at Del Ray Methodist 
Church. Expect to hear your musical 
favorites, including a narrated 
version of the magical ‘Twas the 
Night Before Christmas. Wear your 
holiday sweaters and Santa hats – 
and warm up your voices so you can 
sing along. 
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Methodist Church, 
100 E. Windsor Ave.
Information: https://www.facebook.
com/events/251213105409259/

FRIDAY EVENING CHAMBER 
CONCERT The Symphony Orchestra 
of Northern Virginia (SONOVA), in 
collaboration with the Office of the 
Arts, will host a series of Friday 
Evening Chamber concerts beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. Treat yourself to some 
of the best chamber music the 
region has to offer, at an affordable 
price, in a convenient location. This 
Christmas-themed concert will 
feature “A Brass Christmas,” with 
the brass quintet playing holiday 
favorites in a family-friendly musical 
event.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Durant Arts Center, 1605 

Cameron St.
Information: http://bit.ly/2vSKXRd

THE LATE SHIFT Science and 
the arts collide in December. The 
American Geosciences Institute joins 
the festivities for a night of music, 
interactive art, artist presentations 
and more. Target Gallery celebrates 
the opening of Interlude: Unfinished 
Works. Interdisciplinary artist 
Fumi Amano talks about her work 
and her experience in the Post-
Graduate Residency. Presented in 
collaboration with the American 
Geosciences Institute.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, 105 N. Union St.
Information: http://torpedofactory.
org/event/the-late-shift-steam-
powered-december/

DECEMBER 16

HOLIDAY TOY DELIVERY The APD 
Community Oriented Policing Section 
will deliver toys to children around 
Alexandria.
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Citywide
Information: 703-746-6211

FAMILY ‘CRAFT’ERNOON 
Bring the family to the AR 
Workshop Alexandria for a Holiday 
DIY class to make a canvas project. 
Choose from a holiday canvas pillow 
or new canvas Santa sacks. The AR 
Workshop is also offering holiday 
wood ornaments. Customize your 
project with your choice of designer 
paint colors. Come sip and create 
and enjoy complimentary bubbly or 
beer during your workshop (limit 2 

glasses per guest). You will receive 
a VIP card after class – attend 4 
workshops, get the 5th project free.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: AR Workshop Alexandria, 
107 N. Fairfax St.
Information: https://arworkshop.
com/alexandria/events/holiday-
canvas/ 

HOLIDAY LIGHT BIKE PARADE 
Join the Alexandria BPAC and the 
Alexandria Spokeswomen for a 
family-friendly ride around Del Ray. 
Bring a functioning bike adorned with 
as many lights and holiday cheer 
as you can find and whatever else 

you need for an hour-long cruise. 
Meet behind the George Washington 
Middle School in the parking lot. You 
can reach the lot on bike from Main 
Line Boulevard (take the Potomac 
Yard bike trail) or from Mt Vernon 
Avenue. This will be a no drop ride 
and will be approximately five miles. 
The group will be moving slowly and 
will regroup if separated. After the 
ride, the group will stop at an eatery 
nearby for a bite. Make sure to bring 
a lock.  This ride will go on unless 
rain – or snow – is anticipated. If 
the chance of rain is greater than 40 

CALENDAR

Our goal is to make a difference 
in each member’s life.

Experience the Signature difference
We’re here for you and your family through every life stage with accounts for every 
generation. We invite you to join our family and see how we can make a difference in 
your financial life. 

Join today at bit.ly/signaturefcu-apply-now, and visit www.signaturefcu.org/products 
to view all our products. You can also contact us at (703) 683.7300 to speak with a 
member care team representative.

Membership eligibility required

Everywhere You Are

119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151  |  www.FontaineCaffe.com

New Year’s 
Eve Special:  
3 course prix fixe 
menu $39.95/pp

SEE CALENDAR | 28
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HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 

This luxurious home 
combines old world crafts-
manship and modern ame-
nities. Whether you are en-
tertaining or relaxing, this 
estate offers many options. 
Built on four levels with 
an elevator servicing every 
floor, there is room for ev-
eryone.

The main level is an 
entertainer’s delight, of-
fering circular flow and 
gorgeous views from every 
window. Notable features 
include detailed archways, 
hand-carved mantels, mar-
ble floors in the foyer and 
center atrium and custom 
iron railings. The spacious 
kitchen is a true gourmand’s 
delight with high-end ap-
pliances, granite counters, 

custom cabinetry and a 
breakfast room with an ad-
ditional sitting area. The 
expansive deck is an ideal 
place to enjoy the view.

Enjoy magnificent sun-
rises over the Potomac Riv-
er from the spacious master 
suite and cozy up to the fire-
place in the sitting room. 

Three additional bedrooms, 
all with private bathrooms 
are located on the second 
floor. The third floor loft is 
currently used as an office 
and has its own bathroom. 

The fully finished base-
ment is perfect for enter-
taining or can be easily 
used as an in-law suite. 
Features include a large 
wet bar, recreation room, 
exercise room, space for a 
pool table and a large bed-
room suite.  Other features 
include a sauna and private 
outdoor patio. 

Parking is abundant with 
a two-car garage, carport, 
and driveway parking for 
more than ten cars. This 
Alexandria residence truly 
has it all.

Custom-built residence with stunning Potomac views
Location: 9325 
Old Mansion Road 
Alexandria 22309
Neighborhood: 
Riverwood
Price: $2,499,000
Square Feet: 10,641
Bedrooms: 5
Full Bathrooms: 5
Half Bathrooms: 4
Year Built: 2006
Contact: 
Dayna Blumel 
+1 703 597 2252
Kerry Adams 
+1 703 587 7841
blumeladams@gmail.com
BlumelAdams.com
TTR Sotheby’s 
International Realty, 
Alexandria VA Brokerage

PHOTO/SHOOT AND SHOWCASE
Gorgeous custom-built residence

Part 2 of 2
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS 

When decorating for the hol-
idays, don’t be afraid to go blue.

Blue is favored so much by 
designers today that it has prac-
tically become a neutral. Con-
sider denim. It goes with every-
thing — dressed up or dressed 
down. A more formal setting 
with a stone fireplace mantel 
and paneled walls is so inviting 
with a trio of denim stockings 
hanging from brass-finished 
love-letter “XOX” holders. A 
reindeer head adds a light touch. 
All are part of a collection by 
stylists and fashion designers 
Emily Current and Meritt Elliott 

at Pottery Barn. 
Eddie Ross chose more of a 

pale robin’s egg blue for orna-
ments that he teamed with red 
on a white-flocked tree. The 
pairing especially shows how 
striking color selection can be 
when it’s repeated in the room 
— in this case, a pair of French 
doors in the background. And 
in turquoise foo dogs, playfully 
placed with wrapped packages 
that pop in companion colors. 
Oh, and you might notice just 
a few blush ornaments as well 
— to echo the shade of a nearby 
upholstered chair. 

“I like taking what’s old 

Embrace the holiday 
blues – and metallics

These 
matte 
cream and 
shiny gold 
metallic 
ornaments 
with skinny 
borders 
of glittery 
gold are so 
on trend.
They’re 
especially 
enchant-
ing in 
multiples, 
suspended 
at different 
heights. 

PHOTO/CRATE 
AND BARREL 
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and making it new and cool 
again,” he says.  

Similar brights punctuate a 
white taffeta tree skirt by Kim 
Seybert, available at Horchow. 
Seybert, who is known for ex-
quisitely hand-beaded place-
mats and runners, scattered 
beads that glisten like newly 
fallen snow, and bordered the 
round skirt in raspberry, apple 
green, turquoise, magenta and 
pink beaded bands and red 
velvet ribbon. 

That turquoise also sur-
faced in a new cloisonne 
dreidel design at Crate and 
Barrel, destined to become a 
real keepsake ornament. Just 
as in other areas of home de-
sign, there is an appreciation 
for such handcrafted goods, 
which often show off shiny ac-
cents.  

In addition to retro, on-
trend decor and handcrafted 
looks, ‘tis the season for any-
thing that sparkles: metallic 
finishes, glitter, mercury glass 
— all of which seem to dance in 
lights, especially candlelight. 

“It’s amazing how modern 
glitter is right now,” says fore-
caster Michelle Lamb, director 
of the Trend Curve. “It’s cer-
tainly not new, but we have the 
whole sequin trend that has 
elevated glitter again, with dif-
ferent levels of reflection, from 
coarse to fine glitters.” 

And the same relaxation 
toward mixing metals that 
we’ve seen in other areas of 
the home, from kitchens to 
living rooms, is unfolding 
with seasonal decor.  

“Around the holidays, I 
think of metallics like silver 
and gold as neutrals, because 
they mix in so well with your 
existing decorations,” says de-
signer Alexa Hampton. “Silver 
and gold look great together.” 

So do rose gold and silver. 
A stunning new garland and 
wreath at Horchow pairs sil-
ver and blush gold ornaments 
and berries along with silvery 
leaves and glittery balls. Met-
als teamed with solids also 

look fresh — like creamy matte 
with shiny gold ornaments at 
Crate and Barrel, a combina-
tion that we’ve seen in vases 
and plates.  

So many of these kinds of 
materials now are available 
in crafts stores like Jo-Ann 
Fabrics and Michaels, if you 
want to weave in some glamor 
into pine or Frasier fir boughs, 
there are plenty of choices. 

And for those who wel-
come larger DIY projects, you 
might take inspiration from 
Laura Dowling. A former chief 
White House florist for six 
years, some of her wreaths are 
crafted with humble, natu-
ral materials — like potatoes. 
The soft red, almost pink hue, 
teamed with flowers, violet 

ribbons and variegated leaves 
is striking. 

Or she borrows from Co-
lonial Williamsburg materi-
als such as fruits, with a bold 
diamond-shaped wreath as-
sembled with limes and crab 
apples, especially dramatic 
on a red door. Her new book, 
“A White House Christmas” 
(Stichting Kunstboek, $45) 
includes step-by-step floral 
design tutorials.  

Whether you are all about 
nostalgia and opt for tradi-
tional decorations that have 
been passed down for genera-
tions, or shake it up with blues 
and metallics, one thread 
should be consistent. Bring an 
edge — a bit of luxe or modern 
style — as you create magic.

PHOTO/CRATE AND BARREL

PHOTO/KEVIN ALLEN

Above: This ornate spin 
on the traditional Hanuk-
kah dreidel highlights the 
ancient craft of cloi-
sonne, a metalworking 
technique that originated 
in the Near East. Hang 
the turquoise dreidel as 
an ornament or make it a 
part of a Hanukkah table 
scape.   
Left: A wreath of limes 
and crab apples by Laura 
Dowling with accents of 
variegated holly strikes a 
festive note on a bright 
red door in Old Town 
Alexandria. 

~ Who Loves a Lab Mix? ~
This sweet little guy smiles when he sleeps and is  very  

low maintenance .  When you first meet Capricorn,  don’t 
let his shy personality fool you. Within a  short while,  

you ‘ll  get some tail wiggles and licks.
 Capricorn is an outdoorsman,  loves his daily exercise.  
At bed time ,  Capricorn is content sleeping the entire 
night  in his crate.    He’s  house-trained,  well behaved, 

calm, and a dog whose presence brings joy to your life .
**Thanks to a generous donor, my adoption fees have been paid!**

PLEASE CALL 703-746-4774 OR EMAIL ADOPTIONS@
ALEXANDRIAANIMALS.ORG FOR MORE 

INFORMATION AND COME VISIT ME AT THE 
SHELTER TODAY!

THANK YOU

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®
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Party  
All Night
Brunch 
All Day

Party  
All Night
Brunch 
All Day 203 Strand Street Alexandria, VA

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com
703.836.4422
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percent, the group will postpone.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: George Washington Middle 
School parking lot, 1005 Mount 
Vernon Ave.
Information: https://www.facebook.
com/events/498496500518908/ 

DECEMBER 17 

‘WINTER IS COMING’ 
HANDBELL CONCERT The 
Virginia Bronze Handbell Concert 
presents “Winter is Coming,” a 
celebration of the season. Come 
celebrate the cold and spread 
holiday cheer with handbells and 

favorite Christmas songs, including 
Jingle Bells, White Christmas, the 
Game of Thrones theme and Wizards 
in Winter.
Time: 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive
Information: http://www.vabronze.
org/ 

DECEMBER 24

WATERSKIING SANTA Come see 
the waterskiing Santa along with 
Frosty the Snowman, the Jet Skiing 
Grinch, along with many others, at 
Old Town Alexandria’s Waterfront at 
1 p.m. This is our 32nd year. Join 
our one-of-a-kind holiday event. Get 

pictures with Santa and his crew 
after the show. This is a free event.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince 
St.
Information: http://www.
waterskiingsanta.com 

DECEMBER 31

NOON YEAR’S EVE Start your 
first night celebration at Kate Waller 
Barrett Branch Library. Our fourth 
annual bash includes performances 
by “Oh Susannah” and “The Great 
Zucchini” join in at 11:55 a.m. for 
a countdown to “Noon Year” with 
music and a balloon drop. All ages 
invited, but it’s especially appropriate 
for children ages 2 and up.
Time: 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch 
Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: 703-746-1710

FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA The 
23rd annual First Night Alexandria 
celebration returns. The event 
includes family-friendly activities 
beginning at 2 p.m. and culminating 
with a fireworks display – the only 
one in the D.C. metro area – over 
the Potomac River at midnight. The 
annual New Year’s Eve bash takes 
over Old Town with more than 150 
live performances at 22 indoor 
venues, live music, dancing, face 
painting and games. 
Time: Family-friendly activities 
between 2 to 5 p.m.; performances 
from 7 p.m. to midnight throughout 
Old Town; fireworks at midnight along 
the Potomac River at the foot of King 
Street
Location: Throughout Old Town; 
Headquarters located at 1605 
Cameron St. 
Information: firstnightalexandria.org 

PRESENTED BY

Celebrating Alexandria 
Thursday, January 18th, 2018
6pm-9pm 

Alexandria Renew Enterprises
1800 Limerick Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Get tickets at www.alexchamber.com

A Christmas Carol                          12/1 - 12/16

Ebenezer Scrooge, a 
miserable Victorian humbug, 
travels with ghostly guides 
through Christmas past, 
present, and future to find the 
true meaning of the holidays.  
Complete with special effects, 
Victorian carols and Tiny Tim.
A Christmas Carol 
is a must for the 
entire family!

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early 
at our box office 
or online!

miscast as Kylo Ren. There’s 
something very 21st-century 
about Driver’s mannerisms, 
his speech pattern, even his 
slightly pigeon-toed millen-
nial gait, that has me less 
than sold when things get 
extra-heavy and even bor-
derline corny.

John Boyega returns as 
Finn, the Stormtrooper who 
is still transitioning to full-
out rebel but is well on his 
way. Kelly Marie Tran adds 
grit and warmth as Rose Tico, 
who starts the journey as 
something of a fan-girl but 
finds her inner heroine when 
the time comes. Benicio del 
Toro is perfectly cast as a di-
sheveled figure with hidden 
talents and unclear loyalties. 

With a running time 
of 2 1/2 hours, “The Last 
Jedi” drags a bit in the sec-
ond act, as we cut back and 
forth from Rey’s efforts to 
get Luke to rejoin the battle 

and the fireworks between 
the First Order and the Re-
sistance. Ridley and Hamill 
are great together, but the 
reluctant Jedi act plays on for 
at least one scene too many. 

By its very place in the 
timeline, “The Last Jedi” 
serves as a stepping stone of 
sorts, setting the scene for 
“Star Wars: Episode IX.”  

Still, this is no mere 
placeholder of a story. Huge, 
important things happen 
to characters secondary 
and primary. Surprises big 
and small abound. As is 
the case with all the “Star 
Wars” films, where there is 
evil there is heroism, and 
where there is bravery there 
is sacrifice – and sometimes 
where there is love, there is 
heartbreak. 

That’s the way things 
were a long time ago in a gal-
axy far, far away, and that’s 
the way things are today – 
and that’s another reason 
why we love these movies.

STAR WARS FROM | 24
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Northwestern High School 
students attending Forest 
Park High School for one 
year, while Northwestern 
was in the midst of renova-
tion. After the renovations 
were completed in the 2016-
17 school year, the school 
system closed Northwestern 
and sent all students to For-
est Park at the beginning of 
the 2017-18 school year.

The plan to merge the 
schools and close North-
western was met with out-
rage from parents, who told 
the Baltimore Sun that the 
move was “taking place with 
little notice, poor planning 
and minimal community in-
put.” 

Anthony, in the article, 

treated that struggle as a 
learning experience, saying 
that transition efforts had to 
be treated with the same lev-
el of importance as anything 
else within the 21st-Century 
School Buildings plan.

Armed with those expe-
riences, Anthony said she is 
ready to move on to the next 
chapter, though she is going 
into the experience with the 
knowledge that ACPS’ chal-
lenges are vastly different.

“It’s substantially differ-
ent than what I’ve been chal-
lenged with. My work here 
in Baltimore has uniquely 
equipped me for challenges 
ACPS is involved in,” Antho-
ny said. 

In many ways, though, 
Anthony said working with 
a large-scale metropolitan 

school system at Baltimore 
City Public Schools first 
has prepared her to tackle 
problems facing a smaller 
school district with limited 
resources.

“It helped me to have this 
really big, complex thing 
and Alexandria, because the 
will seems to be there, both 
on the political side and the 
school side, to improve and 
really upgrade the way the 
city and the school system 
work together and come up 
with transformational types 
of operations and processes 
– I love that stuff,” Antho-
ny said. “It’s right in line 
with what I do and where I 
hopefully can be very influ-
ential.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

ANTHONY FROM | 8
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On Dec. 1, fourth grade 
classrooms were turned into 
bakeries for a great cause. 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
School held the 23rd annual 
fourth grade bake sale ben-
efiting Children’s Nation-
al Health System, which 
raised $1,795. The bake sale 
took place inside the class-
rooms, where faculty, staff, 

students and parents pur-
chased the baked treats. 

Fourth grade students 
organized the baking, ad-
vertised the sale around 
school, decided how to price 
the items, made change and 
rolled the coins. Then they 
made a list of toys they’d 
like to buy, and took a trip 
to Target with their teach-

ers to purchase the items 
with the bake sale proceeds. 
All the gifts will go into Dr. 
Bear’s Closet at Children’s 
National Health System 
for patients and their sib-
lings to enjoy. The fourth 
grade delivered the toys to 
the hospital and placed the 
gifts around the Christmas 
tree in the lobby. 

Out of the classroom 
Education section

SSSAS bake sale helps local children

COURTESY PHOTO

Commonwealth Academy has been select-
ed as a finalist for the 2018 Future of Educa-
tion Technology Conference STEM Excellence 
Award. The FETC STEM Excellence Awards rec-
ognize excellence and innovation in the field 
of STEM education at the primary, middle 
and high school levels, with winners selected 
from each level. Commonwealth Academy was 
named a finalist in the High School Division. 
Entries were evaluated based on the use of 
Interdisciplinary Curriculum, Collaboration, 
Design, Problem-Solving and the STEM Expe-
riences offered. Winners will be announced at 
the Annual FERC Conference in January.

C/A finalist for 
STEM award

COURTESY PHOTO

The Madeira School’s 
Zoe Crawley, a senior from 
Alexandria, won All-In-
dependent School League 
honors for field hockey this 
season. With 140 saves in 
goal, Crawley provided the 
defensive foundation for 
Madeira field hockey as the 
goalie. She posted a sea-

son-high 34 saves against 
the eventual ISL champi-
ons, St. Stephens & St. Ag-
nes School.  

Madeira field hockey 
coach, Kelly Chandler, re-
flected on Crowley’s senior 
performance in saying, 
“Zoe pushed herself to be 
the best every single day, 

coming in early and staying 
late with coaches and play-
ers to improve her footwork 
and overall game. Zoe’s 
natural instinct in the goal 
combined with her strong 
work ethic allowed her to 
lead by example, which si-
multaneously made every-
one around her better.”

Alexandrian wins ISL award for Madeira

ZOE CRAWLEY

During this season of 
giving, the students of 
Blessed Sacrament School 
are embodying their school 
mission of serving Christ 
and one another with in-
tegrity and respect. Each 
year, the school’s student 
council sponsors several 
dress down days for charity. 

The kindergarten class 
kicked off the year by en-
couraging the student body 
to raise more than $480 for 
“First book D.C.” Inspired 
by the strong and impres-
sive reading ability of her 
kindergarten students, 
Teacher Carly Maalouf 
recognized that Blessed 
Sacrament School’s stu-
dents excel because they 
have consistent access to 
high-quality books or read-
ing materials.  

Blessed  
Sacrament 
raises mon-
ey for books

Parents, 
Do you want to see your student athlete  
in the Alexandria Times? 
Send us photos to newstips@alextimes.com!
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
The 1202 building at the Bridge-

yard apartment complex in Old 
Town, owned by Laramar Group, has 
had one or sometimes both of the 
resident elevators down for the past 
two months. At times even the slow 
freight elevator has been down too, 
leaving no elevators in a building 
that is 10 stories tall. 

I live on a high floor and have 
neighbors who are elderly, parents 
with little kids or dog owners.  For 
them, having to take the stairs is dif-
ficult. For nearly two months, man-
agement did not communicate with 
residents beyond posting “out of or-
der” signs on the elevators and send-
ing one email asking for “patience.” 
Only the other day did they finally 
cave to resident pressure and send 
an email saying a motor was being 
rebuilt and the elevators should all 
be working in a couple of weeks. 

Both Bridgeyard and Laramar 

have social media accounts, but 
they don’t allow posting and don’t 
respond to messages. While we en-
joy a fantastic waterfront location 
and views, the recurring mainte-
nance issues are making the brand 
new apartment complex across the 
street, opening in 2018, a compel-
ling alternative.

-Skip Muller,
Alexandria

Lack of elevator is a 
health and safety issue

If one thing is clear from the Alexandria Times’ in-depth series on the 
opioid crisis this year, it’s that there’s no single or easy solution to the 
problem.

Most urgent is the immediate response to an overdose, because that’s 
literally when life and death hang in the balance. Consequently, Alexan-
dria police and EMT leaders have made the drug naloxone part of respond-
ers’ “tool kits.” This medication, sold under the brand name Narcan, is the 
overdose victim’s best chance for immediate survival.

Steps have also been taken to protect front-line responders. The Alex-
andria Police Department no longer field tests suspected drugs. Instead, 
the substance is taken into a lab for safe testing. In this way, police officers, 
firefighters and EMT workers are protected from exposure to drugs like 
carfentanil, which are exponentially more dangerous than heroin and can 
kill if simply touched or inhaled.

Work is also being done to address long-term issues of supply and de-
mand.

Today’s Times contains stories on two significant drug busts of individ-
uals detained for dealing over the past two weeks. This week, two men were 
arrested for running a New York-to-Alexandria drug operation. Last week, 
four Alexandrians were among 28 arrested on drug and weapons charges. 

Yes, there will continue to be those who are driven by greed and are 
willing to turn a blind eye to the destruction caused by the drugs they sell. 
But shifting the criminal justice emphasis even more definitively from the 
user to the dealer – as detailed in today’s page 1 story, “Justice in the midst 
of a crisis” – is the right approach. Sentences for big-time dealers should be 
lengthened to ensure lifetime incarceration.

Progress on the demand side is slow because there’s not a single path to 
addiction. Education efforts are ongoing, but educational initiatives have 
been around for many years with limited success. Remember the initiative 
“Just say no to drugs,” led by former First Lady Nancy Reagan back in the 
1980s?

A shift in attitude away from prescribing as much pain medication is 
underway, as explained in the Oct. 19 Times story “Life on the front lines 
of Alexandria’s opioid crisis.” This is a helpful step toward reducing de-
mand, as addiction to prescription medication rivals that of street drugs 
– and users often eventually turn to heroin, which is cheaper. However, 
it will take time to see measurable results from tightening the spigot on 
prescription pain medication.

Where more can be done locally is in the intermediate sphere of treat-
ing addiction, which falls in between preventing drug use and responding 
to an overdose. This means more local financial resources will need to be 
devoted to treatment and rehabilitation. Our June 15 story, “City treatment 
program faces staffing, funding constraints” demonstrates that public re-
sources are limited for addicts who are trying to give up drug use.

One approach that has potential, which is under study, would be to es-
tablish a drug court in Alexandria. A structure and framework for how it 
would operate is expected to be unveiled early next year. This court would 
be part of the movement away from punishing users and toward providing 
them with ongoing support as they try to become – and stay – sober.

Yes, we are in an era of tight budgets and fierce competition for scarce 
resources. Perhaps it will be decided that a drug court will prove too ex-
pensive for the benefits it would provide. But if not this structure, then 
something – requiring more on-going, dedicated funding – is needed to 
help opioid addicts in Alexandria have a better chance at rehabilitation.

It may be time for an 
Alexandria drug court

For nearly 
two months, 
management 

did not communicate 
with residents beyond 
posting ‘out of order’ 
signs on the elevators 
and sending one email 
asking for ‘patience.’”
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To the editor:
The Alexandria City Coun-

cil’s guidance to the city man-
ager to not raise the property 
tax rate next year, for FY2019, 
is ludicrous. Can you ever re-
member when taxes were in-
creased during an election year? 
This sleight-of-hand is why we 
are paying such a large increase 
this year — 5.7 cents per hundred 
dollars of assessed property val-
ue. This is courtesy of Vice May-
or Justin Wilson, who aspires to 
be the next mayor.  However, 
there is a budget dilemma, since 
revenues only increase by 1 per-
cent, which equates to $9.2 mil-
lion. Unfortunately this will not 
address the 5 percent increase 
in expenditures of $35.7 million. 
This equates to a shortfall of $27 
million needed to balance the 
books.

What should be taking place 
is that city council should ad-
vise City Manager Mark Jinks to 
work within the budget.  The city 
should find $27 million in real 
offsets or program reductions so 
as to balance the budget, rath-
er than to continually place the 
onus on the tax paying citizens. 
You can depend on it that a good 
part of the $27 million shortfall 
will result in higher property 
taxes next year.

A city council member, who 
has served  33 years, stated that 
a no tax increase year would be 
“so austere that nobody would 
like it.” That is code for “watch 
out, we are going to raise your 
taxes,” rather than to practice 
good fiscal management such as 
eliminating pet programs that 
only benefit a few such as Capital 
Bikeshare. 

Unfortunately, this tax and 
spend city council has over a 
great many years never met a 
developer they didn’t love. This 
is also the same august body that 
is responsible for a half billion 
dollar plus debt spilling over to 
a projected $82 million a year in 
debt service.  Except for current 

Mayor Allison Silberberg and 
Councilman Willie Bailey, the 
rest of the council has been in 
office for a considerably long 
time, thereby essentially owning 
a great percentage of that debt, 
in addition to a total lack of fiscal 
responsibility.

A great deal of the overall 
funding problem appears to be 
centered within our schools, for 
which $26.6 million more has 
been requested over last year. 
School enrollments have con-
tinued to increase each year, 
and a new elementary school is 
needed in the West End of town. 
When I ran for city council in 
2000, I stated that a building 
moratorium was needed until 
the current infrastructure was 
up to date.  However, although 
many years have gone by, the 
city council continues to double 
down on density, and we are now 
feeling its debilitating effects.  In 
the last 27 years, Alexandria has 
added 23,000 new residents, re-
sulting in a density factor of 
9,900 residents per square mile, 
which is the highest of any com-
munity in Virginia. 

The city continues building at 
a feverish pace, and new residents 
continue to arrive. However, the 
school problem is just one indi-
cator of this lack of planning. In 
addition to more schools, more 
police and fire personnel are 
needed, along with other sup-
port personnel and accompany-
ing facilities and infrastructure. 
Moreover, the city is not building 
sustainable communities, they 
are just building dwellings, e.g. 
Potomac Yard.

 Where there was once great 
walkability, our increased traf-
fic, less parking and many other 
issues are making our commu-
nity a nightmare. So please, city 
council, grow a backbone when 
addressing this FY2019 budget 
and eliminate wasteful programs 
and unproductive staff. 

-Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet,
Alexandria

How about cutting 
spending for a change?

The holidays are upon us. Hanukkah 
has begun with Christmas not far behind 
and before we know it, we’ll be beginning 
a new year. This time of the year is such 
an enjoyable time for families 
and friends — a time of re-
flection, giving and receiving.  
And while we are all children 
at heart and enjoy receiving 
gifts from loved ones, this is 
also a particularly important 
time of the year for gifts to 
nonprofit organizations.  

You have probably received 
many end-of-the-year appeal requests 
with the promise of more to come. Non-
profits look to the end of the year as a 
final opportunity to receive donations to 
allow them to carry on and even expand 
the important work they perform.  For 
some, these last few weeks can truly make 
or break annual fundraising goals and set 
the stage for the new year — either in a 
positive or negative direction. Thus, your 
support now can be of immense value to 
the nonprofits about which you care.

Giving can also positively impact you. 
Dr. Michael Roizen, M.D., in a piece in 
Sharepoint, likens the effects of giving, 
whether of time, expertise or money to 
that of “the so-called runner’s high (the 
rush of endorphins) … But unlike exer-
cise euphoria, this rush can last a long 
time.” He believes and research supports 
that “your thoughts about helping oth-
ers helps you … to strengthen your im-
mune system, boost positive emotions, 
decrease pain and provide stress relief.” 
A piece on the five advantages of giving 
in Greater Good magazine states that giv-
ing makes us happier, healthier and more 
socially connected. In addition, the piece 
states that giving is contagious, thus pro-
moting the concept of paying it forward.

ACT for Alexandria would like to as-
sist you with your giving. Like most 
nonprofits, we rely on donors like you to 
support the important work we do in the 
community and would certainly welcome 
your donation. And while we appreci-
ate these direct donations, we also want 
to assist other nonprofits by having you 
donate through us.  This can be done by 
setting up a charitable giving fund — a 

Donor Advised Fund — at ACT to which 
any contributions made provide an im-
mediate charitable deduction for you and 
allow you to then make grant donations 

to causes you care about now 
and in the future. With the 
stock market at record highs, 
now is also the time to consid-
er opening such a fund with 
appreciated assets, on which 
you won’t pay any taxes but 
will receive the charitable de-
duction benefit of the appreci-
ated value.  

Even though we like for you to give to 
us or through us, we most importantly 
want you to give — to those organiza-
tions and causes which are most import-
ant to you. The nonprofits, churches, 
synagogues and schools that you choose 
to support will benefit greatly, as will the 
many individuals they assist both now 
and throughout the coming year. Thus, 
your continued support is crucial and tru-
ly can make a lasting difference.

If you don’t know where to give, ACT 
can also be of help. One of the important 
functions of a community foundation is 
to inform the community of and direct 
resources to specific and identified areas 
of need. This can be done in conjunction 
with your areas of interest or more spe-
cifically areas of greatest concern. A short 
phone call or meeting with us might be 
the perfect solution to assist you to direct 
your giving where it will have the great-
est impact.

And remember, it’s not just about the 
recipients of your philanthropy — it’s also 
about you and your well-being. There’s an 
old Chinese saying that goes, “If you want 
happiness for an hour, take a nap. If you 
want happiness for a day, go fishing. If 
you want happiness for a year, inherit a 
fortune. If you want happiness for a life-
time, help somebody.”  

As for me, I think I’ll take that nap 
first and then make out my end-of-the-
year donations to help others. I hope you 
do the same. And be sure to let me know if 
ACT can help you with your giving.

The writer is executive direc-
tor of ACT for Alexandria.

Alexandria in Action 
with John Porter

JOHN PORTER

The gift of giving
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This Week 
Do you think forming a drug court in 
Alexandria is a good idea?
A) Yes
B) No
C) I’m not sure

OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week
Which festive Alexandria events did you attend 
this weekend?
23% – Only the Scottish Walk Parade
1% – Only the Taste of Scotland event
0% – Only the Holiday Home tour 
3% – Only the Del Ray tree lighting 
12% – Only the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights
16% – I attended more than one event
45% – I attended none of the above

The 1920s seem like a 
long time ago, and indeed 
Alexandria was a very dif-
ferent city back then. The 
memories of one lady who 
grew up in Del Ray during 
that decade shed light on 
how holiday traditions and 
practices have both re-
mained intact and changed 
over time. She wrote:

“Christmas morning was 
the nicest morning in all 
the world. Even before we 
got downstairs, the whole 
house was sweet with the 
fragrance of pine. As we 
came down the steps, the 
hall rack mirror reflected 
the lighted Christmas tree 
in the next room. Oh, what 
delights awaited us in that 
room! 

“There were toys and 
games we had not even 
imagined we would have, 
and always a new doll for me. 
The beautiful pine Christ-
mas tree stood in the center 
of the rectangular platform 
that Daddy had made to be 
used every year ... Here were 
the boys’ battery-operated 
Lionel trains, the tracks set 
in an oval pattern around 
the platform, with all kinds 
of signals, switches, a tun-
nel and a little train station. 
In the center was a minia-
ture village, complete with 

houses, church, school, 
streets, sidewalks, trees and 
little cars and trucks. It was 
so beautifully laid out that 
we could hardly believe that 
it had been done in a night.

“The trains were made 
of heavy metal, and perfect 
in miniature from engine 
to caboose. Every year new 
freight or passenger cars 
were added. And new pieces 
would be added to my doll 
house.

“Two dolls I remember 
especially. One was called 

‘Flossy Flirt’ (pictured 
above) and Flossy rolled her 
eyes from side to side in a 
most appealing way. The 
other was a more grown 
up doll about thirty inches 
tall, with a beautiful chi-
na face and big, luminous 
brown eyes with long lash-
es. Mamma said she looked 
like Mary Pickford, so that’s 
what we called her. Later, 
when Mamma had her own 
long hair cut, she made a 
wig of it for the doll to re-
place the original hair that 

had become messed beyond 
hope.

“My favorite Christmas 
was the one that brought a 
big square playhouse made 
of heavy paperboard, set up 
in a corner of the playroom. 
Here I was content to spend 
hour after hour all through 
the holidays. I’d crawl 
through the little door with 
six tangerines and my book, 
‘Heidi,’ reading by a little 
light bulb rigged by Eddie. 
‘Heidi’ and ‘Little Women’ 
were my favorite books.

“We could almost always 
count on snow for Christ-
mas, and gave our sleds a 
good workout too. Mt. Ida 
Hill was our favorite place 
to go 'bellywhoppin' — the 
fact that it was not without 
its dangers making it all the 
more attractive. But after 
narrowly missing a big tree 
at a curve midway down, I 
was content to ride on top 
with somebody else steer-
ing.”

While the toys of the 
1920s may seem primitive 
to us in 2017, the magic of 
Christmas is something 
that many of us can still re-
late to 90 years later.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

A look back at Christmas in the 1920s

COURTESY PHOTO
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ABC NOTICES

Classifieds Obituary

Jack P. Gillotti Jr. of 
Manassas, Virginia passed 
on to a new adventure on 
Dec. 7, 2017. He was born 
April 1963 to Jack P. (de-
ceased) and Marion Visel 
Gillotti. He leaves behind 
the love of his life, Ruth E. 
Nemire, his mother, sisters 
Jennifer Gillotti and Cathi 
Nelson (Larry), family and 
many friends, as well as be-
loved dogs Bella, Peanut and 
Kleio. Jack was a successful 
network and robotics engi-
neer who created the "But-
ler.” His sense of humor, wild 
spirit and big heart are the 
hallmark of memories made 
with Jack. A celebration of 
his life will be held at a later 
date. Donations in his mem-
ory can be made to PetSmart 
Charities, Children Interna-
tional or a charity of your 
choice. 

Jack P.  
Gillotti Jr.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

J&S Restaurant, LLC

Executive Diner

1400 Duke St

Alexandria

22314-3403

Wine and Beer On Premises, Mixed Beverages Restaurant

Jerry Pnevmatikatos Member

Earn more with Quality!
30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks all over the US and Canada.

Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, cleanMVR.

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com
or call 574-642-2023 The Alexan-

dria Times  
is your  

hometown 
newspaper.
To place an 

advertisement 
call sales at   

703-739-0001.
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Weekly Words

47. Stan with all the superheroes
48. Longest geologic time unit
49. Some Greek consonants
50. It gets under your collar
51. Balloon used as a probe
53. Fence attachment
54. Breakfast eatery staples (var.)
56. Sentence VIP
58. Gettysburg-to-Baltimore dir.
59. Sodom’s sister city
60. Walk casually
61. Tae Bo was one
63. Locks down
66. Kin of net and gov
67. Word on one of two towels
68. Baseball card info
72. 54-Down VIPs
73. Jane who shall remain nameless?
75. Swelling of the thyroid
77. Word with horse or common
78. File in a woodshop
79. Word with latch or catch
80. Big wine holder
81. One of the musical note sounds
82. Rig driver’s license

83. Chemistry suffix
84. Poem or bible unit
87. Reached by accumulating
89. Appropriate
91. One of the Stooges
92. Rhythmic Cuban dance
94. Your stadium seat sits in one
97. Holds off or back
98. Still on the shelves
99. Gentlemen (Abbr.)
101. Large feline
103. Perfect treatments
104. Needers of rehab
106. Does a thespian’s thing
107. April dupe
108. Uber alternative
110. Yep antonym
111. Syllables from baby
112. Tropical vegetable
114. Clair de ___ (moonlight)
115. “It takes ___ to know ...”
117. Roofing material, sometimes
119. Word with York or Delhi
120. “Gloria in excelsis ___”

COLLECT $200 By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Impact sound
4. Wise know-it-all
8. Some pears
13. 1/6-inch printing units
18. Dashboard features
21. “Hurray!” relative
22. Blow one’s top
23. Seventh-inning song
25. In and of itself
26. Opera feature
27. Primed
28. Attack verbally
30. Morning moisture
31. Call a game
32. Make oneself at home
33. The object’s
35. Nail-on-hosiery result
37. Secret hook-up
39. Catches lazy flies
42. Some greetings
46. Finders of superstars
52. Eucalyptus leaves lover
53. Beautiful and then some
55. Kind of jack?
57. Cold weather coat
58. Japanese stringed instruments (var.)
59. Paradise lost
62. Put one’s foot down
63. French river
64. Twosomes
65. Sushi bar fish
66. Round-mouthed cries

69. Leftover burning bit
70. Stop for good
71. A Kennedy
74. Crane relative
76. An NFL squad
77. Palm foodstuff
78. Old newspaper photo sections
81. Be a jackal
85. Like a “no” voter
86. First Super Bowl MVP
87. Windfalls and major boons
88. Reverses editorially
90. They make pancakes from anything
93. One who is not himself
95. Twist partner, to the Beatles
96. Injection of truth?
100. Unruly uprising
102. Feathered six-footer
103. Pool hall staple
105. Mali-to-Iran dir.
106. Sailor’s back
109. Sudden, sharp pain
113. Almost an A
115. Mr. Holland’s creation
116. Ring-tailed critter
118. Cheerfulness
121. Poison
122. Old lyric poem
123. Short film, in projectionist-speak
124. Arm support
125. Scatter seed again
126. Exxon, pre-Exxon
127. Radical group of the ‘60s, for short

DOWN
1. “The African Queen” star
2. Huge fan
3. Make changes
4. Goopy salon application
5. Where fetuses develop
6. Stopwatch button
7. Bear that’s up all night?
8. Short farewell
9. Pair on the lake
10. Vulnerable leg part
11. Stimulating plant
12. Bathday cakes?
13. Coach’s motivator
14. Intense wrath
15. Milky dairy product
16. Peas anagram
17. Mulligan, for one
19. Postgrad deg.
20. Ones who enjoy inflicting pain
24. Greek legends
29. Frontal attachment for “log”
32. Parties for guys only
34. ___ fly (runner advancer)
36. Spurred into action
38. Bacon unit
40. Epicureans
41. Violently breaks in two
43. Impressive gymnastics maneuver
44. Soothing ingredient
45. Cut, as two-by-fours

DEATH NOTICES
JOHN RICHARD BOWEN (57), of Alexandria, Nov. 27, 
2017
SHAVONNE CARPENTER (32), of Alexandria, Dec. 5, 
2017
CHESTER DAVIS (64), of Alexandria, Nov. 30, 2017
LEE DONALDSON, of Alexandria, November 2017
LOUISE FLETCHER EASTHAM (89), formerly of 
Alexandria, Nov. 28, 2017
DOLLIE O. HUGHES (74), of Alexandria, Dec. 1, 2017
GREGORY L. JONES (64), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 
30, 2017
HARRY L. KAY JR. (90), of Alexandria, Nov. 24, 2017
FRANCIS K. LECLERCQ (83), of Alexandria, Dec. 5, 2017
ROBERT LINDER (53), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 25, 
2017
GAYOMARD M. MISTY, of Alexandria, Dec. 7, 2017
EDWIN T. OLIVER, of Alexandria, Nov. 27, 2017
CHRISTOPHER L. SNYDER (36), formerly of Alexandria, 
Dec. 1, 2017
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LEGAL NOTICES

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
NUMBER 171205

The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools (ACPS) is seeking RFP’s 
from qualified bidders to provide 
a program to support secondary 
schools in need of interventions, 
specifically for students with 
disabilities.
Sealed electronic proposals shall 
be received in ACPS’ Vendor 
Self-Service System on or before 
3:00 p.m.   December 19th, 2017.  
The time of receipt shall be deter-
mined by the system time stamp 
in the Vendor Self-Service System. 
Mailed paper bids shall not be 
accepted.
Offerors submitting RFP’s in 
the Vendor Self-Service System 
should also send (1) one original 
response on a USB flash-drive 
labeled as RFP NO.171205 to the 
Procurement Office, 1340 Brad-
dock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, 
Virginia  22314. The time of 
receipt for the mailed or hand-de-
livered USB shall be determined 
by the time clock stamp in the 
Procurement Office.
RFP’s documents may be obtained 
at the above Procurement Office 
or by calling 703-619-8343, or by 
downloading the RFP from the 
ACPS website at https://www.
acps.k12.va.us/purchasing. 
Registration on the Vendor 
Self Service system at https://
acps.munisselfservice.com/ is 
required.
Information submitted may not 
be withdrawn. However, ACPS 
reserves the right to cancel this 
RFP.   
Sharon Lewis

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
NUMBER 171104

The Alexandria City School 
Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking competitive 

proposals from qualified Offerors 
to provide a simple, intuitive, 
user-friendly, and web-based 
Volunteer & Visitor Management 
System. 

A non-mandatory pre-proposal 
conference will be held January 
4, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. at ACPS 
Central Office located at 1340 
Braddock Place, Alexandria, VA 
22314. The pre-proposal con-
ference will take place in the 6th 
Floor Conference Room 610-2.

All questions must be submitted 
via email, with the notation, 
“RFP 171104, VVMS Ques-
tion” on or before 3:00 p.m. on 
January 10, 2018. If necessary, 
an addendum will be issued and 
posted to the ACPS Vendor Self 
Service System. 

Sealed electronic proposals shall 
be received in ACPS’ Vendor 
Self-Service System on or before 
3:00 p.m. January 17, 2018.  The 
time of receipt shall be deter-
mined by the system time stamp 
in the Vendor Self-Service System. 
Mailed or hand-delivered paper 
proposals shall not be accepted.

Offerors submitting proposals in 
the Vendor Self-Service System 
should also send (1) one original 
response on a USB flash-drive, 
labeled as “RFP 171104, VVMS”, 
on or before 3:00 p.m. on Janu-
ary 17, 2018 to Central Procure-
ment Office, 1340 Braddock Place, 
Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, Attn: Meloni Hurley, Pro-
curement Manager. The time of 
receipt for the mailed or hand-de-
livered USB shall be determined 
by the time clock stamp in the 
Procurement Office.

RFP documents may be obtained 
at the above Procurement Office 
by downloading the RFP from 
the ACPS website at https://
www.acps.k12.va.us/purchas-
ing. Registration on the Vendor 
Self Service system at https://
acps.munisselfservice.com/ is 
required to submit a response to 
this RFP. 

Meloni Hurley
Procurement Manager

HELP WANTED
CONSTRUCTION/DRYWAL
Framers, hangers, and finishers 

will be needed for a large scale 
commercial project
in Ft. Belvoir, VA. Government 
wage scale that require citizen-
ship, secure clearance
and background check. Appli-
cants must provide 2 forms of 
IDs (driver’s license,
federal, state or local ID) and 
one of the following: U.S birth 
certificate, U.S passport,
and/or a current naturalization 
document. Please apply in per-
son at 6405-D Ammendale Rd.
Beltsville, MD 20705 @ 1:30 & 
3:30 PM

HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DELIVERY DRIVERS / 
WAREHOUSE - We are hiring 
full-time and seasonal delivery 
drivers at our tire warehouse.  
Some warehouse work is 
required.  First shift weekdays.  
Contact Jose to schedule an 
interview at 571-215-4992.   
K&W Tire, 6100 Farrington Ave., 
Alexandria

CDL TRAINING FOR 
LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS!  
$45,000-$60,000 1st Year! 
4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. 
Veterans in Demand! Rich-
mond/Fredericksburg 877-CDS-
4CDL;
Lynchburg/Roanoke 855-CDS-
4CDL; Front Royal/Winchester 
844-CDS-4CDL

HELP WANTED / SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents * Leads, No 
Cold Calls * Commissions Paid 
Daily * Agency Training * Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020. 

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español. BBB Member.

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

AV Resto Group

The People's Drug

103 N. Alfred St.

Alexandria

City of Alexandria 22314

Wine & Beer on Premise; Mixed Beverage on Premise

Seth McClelland

ABC NOTICE
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Celebrating 23 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

703.960.5858
jprice@mcenearney.com
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Janet Caterson Price
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

109 S Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

THANKFUL FOR 23 YEARS of wonderful and  
loyal clients, friends and our great community!

Thank
You

Russell Road, Wilton Road, Muir’s Court, Pendleton Street, Parenham Way, Duffield Lane, Grove Drive, Cottingham Place, Grove Drive,  
Grove Drive, Grove Drive, East Oxford Avenue, Belle Haven Road, Grove Drive, Grove Drive, Buena Vista Avenue, Grove Drive,  

Bernard Street, Royal Thomas Way, Arkendale Road, West Braddock Road, Dartmouth Road, Belle Haven Road, North West Street,  
North Pitt Street, North Pitt Street, Grove Drive, Hopewell Avenue, Grove Drive, Woodmont Road, Kalmia Square, Grove Drive,  
Warrington Place, Belle Haven Road, Prince Street, Grove Drive, Potomac Avenue, King Street, Aspen Street, South Pitt Street,  

Woodmont Road, Belle Haven Road, Woodmont Road, Birch Lane, Edgewood Terrace, Grove Drive, Woodmont Road,  
North Saint Asaph Street, Duffield Lane, Golf Course Square, Ludgate Drive, Biscayne Drive, Glendale Terrace, Midday Lane,  

Huntington Avenue, Duffield Lane, Clarendon Boulevard, Riverview Terrace, Edgewood Terrace, South Pitt Street, Westmoreland Road,  
Golf Course Square, West Boulevard Drive, Woodmont Road, Southdown Road, Duffield Lane, Wakefield Court, Middleford Drive,  

Belle Haven Road, Water Street, North Overlook Drive, Grove Drive, Archlaw Drive, Windsor Road, North Pitt Street, Shenandoah Road, 
Windsor Road, Olde Towne Court, Windsor Road, Danton Lane, Circle Hill Road, Shenandoah Road, Fort Hunt Road, Grove Drive,  
Grove Drive, Hearthstone Mews, Fort Hunt Road, Windsor Road, Randall Court, Norton Road, Woodmont Road, North Pitt Street,  
Edgehill Drive, Edgewood Terrace, Gambrill Woods Way, Randall Court, Olde Towne Court, Belle View Boulevard, Duffield Lane,  
East Glendale Avenue, Crest Street, Skyhill Road, Foxcroft Road, Windsor Road, Old Towne Court, Grove Drive, Windsor Road,  

Stanford Circle, Fort Hunt Road, Golf Course Square, Riverton Lane, Belle View Boulevard, Kristina Ursula Court, Olde Towne Road, 
Wilkinson Place, Tudor Place, Tally Ho Lane, Foresthill Road, Edgewood Terrace, Highland Meadows Court, Plymouth Road, Duke Street, 

Saint Stephens Road, Edgewood Terrace, Embry Spring Lane, Schelhorn Road, Mason Hill Drive, Mason Hill Drive, Duffield Lane,  
North Washington Street, North 4th Street, Windsor Road, Southdown Road, Foresthill Road, Foresthill Road, Belle Rive Terrace,  

Wood Haven Road, Grove Drive, Tally Ho Lane, Peacock Avenue, Edgewood Terrace, Duffield Lane, Duffield Lane, South Utah Street,  
South Quebec Street, Water Street, Duffield Lane, Grove Drive, Gatewood Drive, Duffield Lane, Grove Drive, Mount Vernon Circle,  

Grove Drive, Potomac Avenue, Duke Street, Buena Vista Avenue, Fort Hunt Road, Sharon Chapel Road, Belle Haven Road, Grove Drive, 
North Royal Street, Huntington Avenue, North Fenwick Street, North Pitt Street, Dartmouth Road, Hickory Glen Way, Arkendale Road,  
West Braddock Road, Burgundy Road, Grove Drive, Arkendale Road, North Pitt Street, North Pitt Street, North Pitt Street, Grove Drive, 

Hopewell Avenue, Grove Drive, Herbert Street, Farrington Avenue, Mount Eagle Drive, Wythe Street, Belle Haven Road, Olde Towne Court, 
North 16th Street, Grove Drive, Potomac Avenue, King Street, Aspen Street, North Pollard Street, Belle Haven Road, Golf Course Square, 

Edgehill Drive, Woodmont Road, Fleetwood Drive, Duffield Lane, Chalfonte Drive, Biscayne Drive, Glendale Terrace, Plymouth Road,  
Joust Lane, Mayflower Drive, Clarendon Boulevard, Duke Street, Aristotle Drive, Fairfax Road, West Boulevard Drive, Baltray Circle,  
South Fairfax Street, Buchanan Street, Middleford Drive, Southdown Road, Shenandoah Road, Herbert Spring Road, Duffield Lane,  

Chapel Street, Queen Street, Rucker Place, North Pitt Street,  Edgewood Terrace, Windsor Road, Shenandoah Road, Redwood Lane,  
Edgehill Drive, Randall Court, Duke Street, South Royal Street, Norton Road, Native Violet Drive, Windsor Road, North West Street,  

Olde Towne Court, Radcliff Road, Hill Vale Place, Belle View Boulevard, Embry Spring Lane, Grove Drive, Windsor Road, Edgewood Terrace, 
Gentle Lane, First Street, Radcliff Road, Sun Up Way, South Fayette Street, Foresthill Road, North Taylor Street, Valleywood Road,  

Pickering Place, Ivanhoe Lane, South Saint Asaph Street, Crystal Drive, Trinity Drive, Julia Avenue, Spring Hill Farm Road,  
Rose Petal Circle, Russell Road, Grove Drive, Vernon Terrace, Peacock Avenue, Grove Drive, Edgewood Terrace, South Fairfax Street,  
South Fairfax Street, Duffield Lane, Foxcroft Road, Duffield Lane, Jackson Place, Berkeley Road, Burtonwood Court, Vernon Terrace, 

Peacock Avenue, Grove Drive, Edgewood Terrace, South Fairfax Street, Duffield Lane, Duffield Lane, Jackson Place, South Fairfax Street, 
Berkeley Road, Burtonwood Court, Belfield Road, Foxcroft Road, Grove Drive, Duffield Lane, Vernon Terrace, Edgehill Drive, Grove Drive, 

Sun Up Way, North Saint Asaph Street, Kings Cloister Circle.

there when it counts


