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Business owner seeks 
to focus on neighbor-
hood interests
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

Robert Ray’s city council 
run revolves around com-
munity.

Ray is the the second-gen-
eration owner of Cavalier An-
tiques in Old Town, and grew 
up in the neighborhood. His 
parents, Robert Ray III and 
Elizabeth Waters Ray, bought 
the building where the busi-
ness remains in 1962, though 
they started the company in 
Georgetown in 1946. 

Ray and his wife, Mary, a 
licensed clinical social work-
er who runs her own practice 
out of the same building, 
have raised their daughter, 
Catherine, in their home 

above the antique shop. 
Community ultimately 

pushed Ray to run for coun-
cil. Ray, who was against the 
proposed Old Town business 
improvement district, was 
actively involved in the con-
tentious debate and felt that 
the opposition’s voice wasn’t 
being heard. 

 “I sat there watching 
council receive three min-
utes after three minutes of 
‘we don’t want this’ and just 
a few people saying they 
wanted it,” Ray said. “I no-
ticed council just sort of put-
ting up with it and then when 
the vote came to what they 
were going to do … they were 
upset that they weren’t get-
ting what they wanted.”

Robert Ray launches 
city council campaign
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PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Robert Ray poses in his shop, Cavalier Antiques.

Rick Garcia uncovers 
centuries-old artifacts 
under Old Town home
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Walking into Rick Gar-
cia’s living room feels more 
like stumbling upon a cozy, 
hole-in-the-wall museum 
than it does stepping foot in 
someone’s house. The histo-
ry channel plays an Amer-
ican Revolution program 
softly in the background, 
a fire burns on the hearth, 
antique lamps cast a warm 
glow throughout the room 
and countless historical ar-
tifacts cover every possible 
side table and windowsill.

“This is what we found 
last week,” Garcia says, 
brandishing a 150-year-
old beer bottle as if it’s an 
Academy Award. He sniffs 
the opening of the hand-
blown green glass – “Still 

Excavating a George 
Washington landmark

SEE WASHINGTON | 8

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The plaque outside of 123 S. Pitt St. identifies the 
historic home as a tenement house built by George 
Washington.

Mayor, council pres-
ent differing perspec-
tives on delegating 
responsibility
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

A city council discussion 
concerning delegating cer-
tain tasks to the city manager 
and the city attorney at Tues-
day’s legislative meeting re-
sulted in infighting between 
Mayor Allison Silberberg and 
other members of council.

Council was tasked with 
voting on two separate reso-
lutions at its legislative meet-
ing. The first resolution pro-
posed city council delegate 
the authority to “approve 
and execute, on behalf of the 
city, all contracts and other 
forms of agreements in which 
the city is a party other than 
those whose approval city 
council has delegated to the 
purchasing agent or has re-
served to itself.”

The second resolution 
proposed city council in-
crease the monetary thresh-
old of settlements that the 
city attorney can make from 
$10,000 to $50,000. 

Assistant City Attorney 
Joanna Anderson, who was 
present at the meeting to 
answer questions, and City 
Manager Mark Jinks said 
the resolution regarding the 

Council vote sparks heated debate

SEE DEBATE | 10
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 SAVE 1.5% of your loan  
amount up to $10,000*

Ask Us
How!

The Palisades - Check out the new price 
on this colonial with an open living area, 
upgraded kitchen & breakfast room 
adjoining family room.  Home office w/
separate entry. Walk-out lower level for in-
law or au pair suite.  5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

WASHINGTON, DC $1,295,000     

Fair Lakes Court –  
Fabulous, stately, 
two-car garage 
townhome ready 
for your touches! 
Open floor plan 
with vaulted 
ceilings, fireplace, 
hardwood floors 
on main level, and deck. Walk to Metro 
bus, shopping, and theater.  
3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bath

FAIRFAX $550,000

Georgetown –  
Love the new 
price on this 
stunning, Federal 
style home with 
classic charm and 
luxury finishings. 
Courtyard 
entrance, gorgeous hardwood floors, 
designer kitchen, and a delightful rear 
patio.  Located in the heart of everything!  
4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths

WASHINGTON, DC $1,650,000   

Coming Soon! Spacious condo in the 

coveted Spring Hill Active Adult Community.  

Granite, stainless, hardwood and all the 

extras.  Balcony overlooking the golf course 

- a million $$ view!  Includes parking, storage 

and many amenities. 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

LORTON $380,000  

Potomac Overlook - Almost new, well 
cared for, lavishly finished townhouse. 
Premium cabinetry, crown molding, and 
granite counters make this a can’t miss 
home.  Walk to restaurants, shopping, and 
the docks. 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

NATIONAL HARBOR $657,900  

Windgate Village - Love the delightful 

courtyard setting.  Renovated Avon model 

with brand new, white Shaker style kitchen 

cabinets, granite countertops and breakfast 

bar. Hardwoods on main level and wood 

fireplace in the LR. 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

ARLINGTON $529,900  

The Arlington – Check out this terrific 
townhouse! Updated kitchen features 
white Shaker cabinets, hardwood floors 
on main level, balcony overlooking the 
pool, and finished basement with rec 
room and full bath. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

ARLINGTON $405,000 

The Carlyle – Opportunity to own a 

spacious, 1239 sq ft, condo in the trendy 

Columbia Pike corridor. Newer washer/

dryer, wall size windows, and blinds.  

Perfect for the investor or owner who 

wants built in equity! 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

ALEXANDRIA $299,612  
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The region’s recent cold 
snap caused several pipes and 
water mains to break across 
the city.

Two water breaks occurred 
on Tuesday, one at the inter-
section of Janneys and North 
Quaker Lane and the other on 
Trinity Drive. The breaks af-
fected 200 Virginia American 
Water customers and 29 fire 
hydrants. 

Virginia American Water 
crews were on scene to re-
pair the breaks on Tuesday 
evening. A city news release 
said the company was also in 
the midst of repairing small-
er breaks throughout the city 
caused by extreme tempera-
ture fluctuations. 

Cold weather also result-
ed in a frozen sprinkler pipe 
bursting at Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum on Sunday, causing 

flooding from the basement 
to the second floor. Damage to 
the museum’s collection was 
minimal, according to a city 
news release, though Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum will be closed 
to tours through at least Jan. 24.

Museum staff and the 
city’s Department of General 
Services are in the midst of 
assessing damages to the his-
toric structure itself.  

A burst water pipe also 
caused George Washing-
ton Middle School to close 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. The Alexandria Fire 
Marshall deemed the school 
unsafe to reenter until the is-
sue is resolved. 

Contractors are on site and 
continuing to work on restoring 
power and heat to the building.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Kingstowne
Cat Clinic

5830 Kingstowne Center Dr.
Suite 120, Alexandria, VA 22315

(703) 922-8228 (9-CAT-CAT)
Fax: (703) 922-4064

www.kingstownecatclinic.com

The Scholarship Fund of 
Alexandria celebrated its larg-
est gift ever at a Jan. 5 event.

Alexandria-based Henry 
Knox Field Lodge No. 349 do-
nated $600,000, which is ex-
pected to help send 40 local 
children to college over two 
decades. The gift will support 
two $15,000 scholarships for 
two students from T.C. Wil-
liams High School each year.

“We are offering our finan-
cial support to the Scholarship 
Fund of Alexandria to invest 
in our local community and in 
Alexandria’s future. Our gift is 

intended to help local Alexan-
dria kids who have the grade, 
grit and determination, but 
not the financial means, to at-
tend college,” Brian King said.

SFA Board Chair Kathy 
Conrad welcomed the gift.

“With Alexandria’s socio-
economically diverse popula-
tion continuing to swell at T.C. 
Williams, the need for college 
scholarships has simply never 
been greater. The gift comes 
just in time to help us try to 
meet that need.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

City council votes to approve 
compensation study committee

City council voted at its 
Tuesday legislative meet-
ing to create an ad hoc 
city council compensation 
study committee. 

City Manager Mark 
Jinks recommended that 
the committee be com-
posed of four members 
with experience in govern-
ment policy-setting, busi-
ness or government man-
agement or organizational 
governance and that one 
of the members be a for-
mer city council member. 
The new committee would 
bring its recommendations 
in front of city council be-
fore its June recess. 

City council’s annual 
salary is $27,500, while the 
mayor’s annual salary is 
$30,500.

Council voted to create 
the study committee by a 
6-1 vote, with Councilor 
Paul Smedberg dissenting. 
Councilor Tim Lovain sug-

gested discussing council 
compensation in Novem-
ber.

“Not only has it been 14 
years since pay has been 
examined, but, in the last 
30 years, it was raised only 
once. It really is overdue 
for examination, espe-
cially looking at compara-
ble jurisdictions,” Lovain 
said. 

Councilor John Chap-
man said looking at com-
pensation is important in 
order to encourage more 
individuals who might not 
be able to run otherwise 
due to financial concerns.

“As we all know, we live 
in a very high-income area 
and a high-cost area as 
well. So for a lot of mem-
bers of our community, 
they cannot make the ca-
reer sacrifice to serve in a 
position like this,” Chap-
man said. “Making elect-
ed office [compensation] 

comparable to other juris-
dictions have … They’ve 
allowed other members of 
the community that might 
not have the resources to 
serve and sacrifice parts 
of their career to be able to 
serve their community.” 

Smedberg said he was 
dissenting because council 
must be viewed as a ser-
vice to the community, and 
not necessarily pursued 
because of monetary com-
pensation.

“One thing that has 
come up is the fact that this 
should not be solely about 
compensation. Whether 
one runs or doesn’t run for 
city council or board, it’s 
about service and how you 
want to contribute back to 
the community,” he said. 
“It shouldn’t be just about 
annual [renumeration] one 
gets at the end of the year.”

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Cold weather causes water mains, 
pipes to burst across Alexandria 

Scholarship Fund of Alexandria 
gets historic donation
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CRIME

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE - Residential & Commercial

 UARANEE LOES RAES- EXCELLEN SERVICE UARANEE

Call NOVA JUNK REMOVAL today!   571-432-8162

Ask us about our
Around Alexandria

Specials!
www.novajunk.com

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal Service 
We recycle or donate 
everything possible. 

Serving Northern Virginia, DC 
And Maryland 

5% off
for our 
Seniors
Military 

YOU CALL – E HAUL
WE HAUL AWAY UNWANTED ITEMS, APPLIANCES, OLD FURNITURE,  

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, YARD WASTE, OFFICE AND MORE.

Will your home need some 
interior TLC this winter?

We are now booking interior work 
for December – March.

Take advantage of our winter  
discount, and let us put our 30 

years of experience to work for you!

Call us to schedule a free estimate!
703-684-7702 • techpainting.com

Alexandria police investi-
gated a commercial robbery in 
Old Town and a “shots fired” 
incident over the weekend.

The robbery, which oc-
curred in the 600 block of 
South Patrick Street early 
Saturday morning, involved 

several suspects damaging a 
small building with a vehicle 
before stealing a cash register 
and fleeing. There were no in-
juries as a result of that inci-
dent. 

Police also reported a 
“shots fired” call in the 5300 

block of Essex Court on Sun-
day afternoon. Police said 
there were no injuries as a re-
sult of that incident.

No arrests were announced 
in either of the incidents. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Home invasion robbery in Arlandria
Police are still searching 

for suspects in an Arlan-
dria home invasion robbery 
that occurred early Monday 
morning.

Alexandria police report-
ed that three suspects broke 
into an apartment in the 
3800 block of Executive Ave-
nue at 12:51 a.m. on Monday. 
After forcing their way into 
the apartment, the three 

men brandished knives and 
a firearm while demanding 
money and valuables from 
the apartment’s residents.

During the robbery, one 
of the suspects uninten-
tionally shot himself in the 
lower body, according to 
police. The three suspects 
proceeded to flee the scene. 
The apartment’s inhabi-
tants were not injured in 

the incident.
The search for the sus-

pects was still ongoing as of 
press time. The suspects are 
described as Hispanic males 
wearing dark clothing. 

Anyone with information 
about the incident is asked to 
call Detective Matt Kramarik 
at 703-746-6650.

- aepitropoulos@ 
alextimes.com  

Back-to-back robberies on Monday night
Two robberies were re-

ported within an hour of one 
another on Monday evening.

Alexandria police report-
ed at 7:54 p.m. on Monday 
that they were investigating 
a robbery in the 3800 block 
of Russell Road. The incident 
involved several suspects 

stealing items from a teen. 
The teen was not injured in 
the incident.

Police reported a sec-
ond robbery shortly after at 
9:25 p.m. in the 3500 block 
of Mount Vernon Avenue. In 
that incident, police reported 
a male suspect brandished a 

firearm and stole items from 
another man. The robbery 
did not result in injuries.

Police haven’t released 
further information about 
the suspects in either inci-
dent.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Shots fired incident, robbery over weekend

To place an advertisement call sales at  
703-739-0001 and ask for Jane Hughes.

105 South Union Street | 703-684-4682
www.TheOldTownShop.com | @TheOldTownShop

Join us after Old Town Farmers’ Market for

Locals' Alley Saturday
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Mellenie Runion from 
Samples and special surprises to take home! 
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CHRISTOPHERCOMPANIES .COM

CONTACT US TODAY!
7900 TELEGRAPH ROAD  |  ALEXANDRIA, VA 22315 
571.512.2195

Christopher Companies’ gorgeous new condominiums are expected to 

be ready in 2018.  Live the classic, convenient and dynamic life you’ve 

earned.  Enjoy 2-3 bedrooms, 2 -2.5 bathrooms and up to 1,858 square 

feet of living space.  The Crest of Alexandria is a thoughtfully planned 

55+ Active Adult Lifestyle community, designed in elegant harmony 

with nature.  Close-by conveniences abound along with plenty of social 

activities and wellness to keep you happy and healthy. 

CONDOMINIUMS FROM THE $400’S

Model Hours:  Thurs-Mon: 11am - 5pm; Tues-Wed: by appointment

2 & 3 BEDROOM CONDOMINIUMS IN THE NEWEST SECTION OF ALEXANDRIA
N OW S E L L I N G !

THE CREST OF ALEXANDRIA
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WE CREATE AMAZING RESTAURANT EXPERIENCES

VirtueFeedGrain.com TheMajesticVa.com LenasWoodFire.com VolasDockside.com Palette22.com

AlexandriaRestaurantPartners.com

Incumbent councilor 
reflects on accom-
plishments, looks to 
future
BY MISSY SCHROTT

City Councilor John 
Chapman announced Jan. 3 
that he will seek reelection 
for another term on council. 

Since being first elected in 
2012, the educator and small 
business owner has been 
an advocate for affordable 
housing, small businesses 
and city schools. He said the 
theme for his reelection cam-
paign is making sure there is 
opportunity in Alexandria. 

“It’s about opportunity 
here in the city, and coun-
cil needs to ensure that,” 
Chapman said, “whether it’s 
housing opportunity, wheth-
er it’s business opportunity, 
whether it’s opportunity for 
people to be able to grow a 

family … That’s the oppor-
tunity that I’ve been blessed 
with, and that’s the oppor-
tunity that I hope is for the 
next generation of Alexan-
drians.”

He said during his time on 
council, one of his greatest 
accomplishments has been 
helping improve a bonus den-

sity policy that brings more 
affordable housing to the 
city in development projects. 
In addition, he said he’s been 
happy about his work cham-
pioning new opportunities 
and resources for economic 
development and partner-
ships so that businesses can 
thrive in Alexandria. 

Fellow councilor Willie 
Bailey said he appreciated 
Chapman’s advocacy for af-
fordable housing, workforce 
housing and the senior com-
munity. Beyond legislative 
work, Bailey said he and 
Chapman often attended 
community events together.

“We go to a lot of different 
events where there are kids 
of color and … they’re not 
really used to seeing a lot of 
the politicians and city coun-
cil folks at their events, so it’s 
nice that I’m there, he’s there 
and the kids can kind of look 
up to us,” Bailey said.

Chapman is a career edu-
cator and works as a Commu-
nity Use Program Specialist 
for Fairfax County Public 
Schools. He also runs a small 
business, Manumission Tour 
Company, which provides 
guided cultural history tours 
about the experiences of Af-

ricans and African Ameri-
cans in Alexandria.

Councilor Del Pepper said 
she is happy Chapman will be 
running again. 

“I think it’s wonderful 
that he is going to be running 
for reelection. I think that he 
has contributed a great deal 
to the city council, and I’ve 
certainly enjoyed working 
with him,” she said.

Both Bailey and Pepper 
said they also plan to run for 
reelection this year. 

While Chapman said he 
is proud of what he’s accom-
plished, he said the reason 
he’s running for reelection is 
that the work is not done yet. 

“I wish we had made more 
movement on improving the 
business climate,” he said. “I 
think we’ve made some im-
provements, but … I think 

John Chapman seeks reelection

FILE PHOTO
John Chapman participates in the George Washington parade in 2017.

SEE CHAPMAN | 13
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Call Samantha or Susan at 703.940.3300

Opening Soon | 5550 Cardinal Place | Alexandria, VA 22304 | www.Brandycare.com

Brandywine resident since 2014

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because I still look forward to snow days
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smells like beer,” he says.
The antique beer is fol-

lowed by a knife made entire-
ly out of lead, a penny from 
1797, buttons from the civil 
war and a tiny porcelain doll 
shoe that is no bigger than 
a pinkie nail. Garcia neatly 
displays each artifact with a 
proud smile and adjusts his 
American flag ball cap, rev-
eling in the excitement of his 
discoveries.

For Garcia, finding a well 
and cistern under his house in 
Old Town was a history buff’s 
dream come true.

With the help of city and 
Mt. Vernon archeologists, 
Garcia has been delving into 
centuries of history beneath 
the floorboards of his liv-
ing room for the past two 
months. And not just any his-
tory – Garcia’s house at 123 
S. Pitt St. was built by George 
Washington and owned by 
five different members of the 
Washington family. 

George Washington pur-
chased the property in 1763. 
Ownership of the home 

transferred from George to 
Martha Washington upon his 
death in 1799, then from Mar-
tha to the Washington estate 
when she died two and a half 
years later. The house was 
subsequently owned by Bush-
rod, Lawrence Augustine and 
Robert Washington in the fol-
lowing years. 

Garcia said when most 
Alexandrians think Wash-
ington’s house in Alexandria, 
they think of the townhouse 
at 508 Cameron St. that was 
reproduced in 1960. He boast-
ed that his house is actually 
Washington’s craftsmanship, 
built with his oversight and 
preserved over time.

“That’s just a repro-
duction. This is the actual 
house,” he said. “This really is 
the Washington house, from 
the Washington point of view, 
here in Alexandria.”

Garcia’s connection to 
Washington runs deeper 
than homeownership; his 
wife, Heather Price Garcia, 
is distantly related to the 
Washingtons through George 
Washington’s great grandfa-
ther, John Washington. 

“This is the perfect house 
for my wife and I,” he said, 
“and that her family built it 
makes it much more worth it. 
There’s nothing like that, be-
ing able to walk into a house 
and say, well, my relatives, my 
lineage built this home 250 
years ago.”

When they bought their 
house on South Pitt Street 
about four years ago, Garcia 
said they were thrilled about 
its historical significance and 
Heather’s family ties to the 
Washingtons. He said they 
had not, however, intended to 
seek out archeological trea-
sures underneath it.

It was the planning of a 
new basement this fall that 
uncovered the past. Garcia 
said he had hired an engineer 
and an architect to dig un-
derneath the addition on the 
southern side of his house to 
figure out the logistics of put-
ting in a basement. During 
the digging, they came across 
a well and a cistern.

“Nobody had ever been 
down there, so nobody knew 
what was there,” Garcia said.

Upon the discovery, Garcia 

contacted City of Alexandria 
archeologists to inform them 
and seek help excavating. 

“Our jobs, as Alexandria 
archeology, are to sort of be 
the monitors and the collec-
tors of Alexandria’s material 
past,” city archeologist Gar-
rett Fesler said. “We always 
appreciate it when owners of 
pieces of Alexandria … con-
tact us to let us know that 
something interesting is 
coming out of the ground on 
their property, so we can be 

there and work with them to 
record it.”

Fesler said city archeolo-
gists contacted Mount Ver-
non because of the house’s 
ties to George Washington. 
City and Mt. Vernon arche-
ologists will collaborate to 
excavate the well and cistern 
beginning Friday. Felser said 
up to eight archeologists will 
continue to work on the prop-
erty throughout next week.

SEE WASHINGTON | 9

WASHINGTON FROM | 1

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Left: The well underneath the Garcia house. City Archeologist Garrett Fesler said the well is most likely several dozen feet deep, but that archeologists would be able to safely 
excavate only the first six feet. Right: Garcia's latest finds, including a clay plate, a lead knife and a women's shoe buckle.

Rick Garcia 
poses in the 
archaeological 
site underneath 
his living room. 
He uses the 
black crate be-
side him to sift 
through the dirt 
for artifacts.

PHOTO/MISSY 
SCHROTT
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Four new gardens set in 22 acres of natural beauty for paying 
tribute to a loved one. Ground burial sites also available.

2823 KING ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302  |  703.549.7413 
cemetery@ivyhillcemetery.net   |  www.ivyhillcemetery.net

Keeping Alexandria’s heritage since 1856

THE CREMATION GARDENS THE CREMATION GARDENS
IVY HILL CEMETERYIVY HILL CEMETERYATAT

Anne of Green Gables                                1/13-2/3

Based on the classic novel 
by L.M. Montgomery, this 
heartwarming musical takes 
place at the turn of the century, 
when a family decides to adopt 
an orphan boy for help on their 
farm, Green Gables. The “boy” 
turns out to be Anne Shirley, who 
quickly charms her new home 
and community with her fun 
spirit and comical adventures. A 
musical for the 
entire family.

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

“Wells and cisterns are one 
of the most exciting things 
that an archeologist working 
in Alexandria can find,” Fesler 
said. “They’re sort of like time 
capsules of history. You nev-
er know what somebody may 
have dropped down that well 
or put in it on purpose or how 
it got filled up.”

“It’s a real present from 
the past that we get to open 
up and have a look at,” he 
said.

Fesler said one of the ar-
cheologists’ main questions 
would be the time period the 
well was filled. He said if they 
could identify a time period, 
they could link materials to 
specific residents of the prop-
erty.

“We might be able to … 
get kind of personal about the 
historic record on the site,” he 
said. “What we do as archeol-
ogists is look at a whole group 
of artifacts and try to figure 
out how they all go together 
to represent the life of some-
body.”

Although the well and cis-
tern will remain untouched 
until excavations begin Fri-
day, Garcia has taken the 

reins of his own archeology 
project and has been digging 
and sifting through the dirt in 
the hole under his house for 
the past two months. 

Garcia said he’s found 
more than 2,000 artifacts al-
ready while excavating the 
five-by-six-foot hole. Among 
the bits of history he’s uncov-
ered so far are Chinese porce-
lain, marbles, shards of glass, 
Spanish currency, bones, 
teeth and shells.

“Rick’s personal enthusi-
asm for the project has really 
been great to see,” Fesler said. 
“He has been doing a great 
job of saving and collecting 
the artifacts that he’s seen as 

they’ve been digging which 
is really sort of above and 
beyond what we usually see 
homeowners doing here in 
Alexandria … he’s been real-
ly great at being a steward for 
the history on his property.”

Garcia’s enthusiasm stems 
from a lifelong passion for 
American history.

“I’ve always loved Ameri-
can history since I was a little 
kid. I mean the first thing I 
can remember in my life is be-
ing on my daddy’s shoulders 
in a basketball arena, looking 
at an American flag. That’s 
my first memory of my whole 
life,” he said.

Fesler said he hopes Gar-
cia’s experience encourages 
other homeowners to contact 
the city when they uncover 
interesting things on their 
properties.

“We’re not trying to stop 
people from doing whatever 
they want on their proper-
ty,” he said. “We like to hear 
when they uncover interest-
ing things on their property 
so that we can come out and 
take a look … We just like to 
work with them and try to 
collect as much information 
as we can.”

- mschrott@alextimes.com
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PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Above: Bits of glass, metal and shells the Garcias have uncovered while digging for a new basement. 
Below: The Garcia house at 123 S. Pitt St. was purchased by George Washington in 1763.
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Beautifully updated single family home  
blocks to everything Old Town has to offer! 
Over 3,000 sqft of light filled living space  •  4,100 plus sqft lot with driveway for 
two cars  •  Large addition boasts open floor plan with open kitchen & airy family 
room with French doors leading to private patio perfect for entertaining  •  Fully 
finished walk out basement with full bedroom and bathroom  •  Exposed brick, 
recessed lighting, zoned heating/cooling & radiant floors  •  Hardwood floors, 
solid wood doors & new trim throughout.

417 N Fayette St, Alexandria, VA 22314
$1,249,900   •  Open Sunday 2 to 4

703.403.2465  
Ai@Lnf.com

703.346.7283  
Martine@Lnf.com

Offered by  
Martine and  

Alexander Irmer

city manager was clarifying 
language and put into effect 
a practice that’s already ex-
isted since at least 1988, the 
last time the resolutions were 
altered.

“It basically doesn’t change 
the city manager’s authority… 
It just cleans up the language 
based on long-standing city 
practices,” Jinks said. 

Silberberg said she still 
had outstanding questions on 
council’s ability to delegate 
the abilities in question, an 
argument she based on two 
emails council had received 
from members of the public, 
in particular an email from 
Barbara Beach, an Alexandria 
lawyer.

“We did receive at least 
two emails from people who 
are very involved in legal 
matters, raising some ques-
tions for us to consider. I 
thought they were well-tak-

en,” Silberberg said. 
Anderson said the reso-

lution was allowed according 
to the city charter and said, 
in addition, that the resolu-
tion includes a provision that 
states city council reserves 
any ability required by law to 
be kept by council.

“The charter allows for city 
council to delegate all things 
in these resolutions to the city 
manager and the city attorney 
respectively in the different 
resolutions and anything that 
is being delegated is allowed 
to be delegated through the 
charter,” Anderson said at the 
meeting.

Silberberg also proposed 
waiting on a decision on both 
items until city council’s next 
public hearing on Jan. 20.

“…We haven’t had time 
yet to engage the public in 
this process at all. As far as 
I’m concerned, it would make 
sense to docket it for public 
hearing and have a conversa-

tion,” Silberberg said. 
Other city councilors, 

however, argued that the res-
olution should be approved 
immediately. Councilor John 
Chapman said approving the 
city manager resolution would 
ultimately prevent a worst-
case scenario. 

“In regards to the delin-
eation of the city manager’s 
duties, my wish is to go ahead 
and move forward voting on 
this,” Chapman said. “With a 
number of localities, we hear 
about horror stories all the 
time of public officials getting 
involved with contracts.”

“This puts a wall between 
us, as elected officials, and 
the actual work of purchasing 
agents and the city manager. I 
do not want to wait on that,” 
Chapman said. 

Councilor Paul Smedberg 
said the resolutions should 
be viewed as two different 
issues. While in favor of the 
city manager resolution, he 

said the resolution to increase 
the monetary threshold of 
settlements the city attorney 
can approve was an “outright 
change.”

“It’s not like we have four 
or five [settlements] a month 
and it’s taking time … Costs 
have increased, things have 
changed, so you might want 
to consider it, but I have to say, 
over the years, in my experi-
ence, I have found it interest-
ing I have learned things about 
department operations and 
things that are going on that 
have been helpful and I found 
some of the questions or con-
versations have been construc-
tive and helpful conversations 
overall,” Smedberg said.

In response to concerns 
raised, Jinks said “deeds of 
consequence” will still go in 
front of city council and the 
language, ultimately, wouldn’t 
change much.

“The ability to sign ease-
ments; this isn’t something 

new. This hasn’t gone to city 
council since at least 1988, if 
not before,” Jinks said. “This 
is just clarifying language and 
just putting into place what’s 
been in practice for decades. It 
doesn’t change the authority 
of the city manager one iota.” 

City council voted to ap-
prove the city manager res-
olution 6-1, with Silberberg 
dissenting, and approved the 
city attorney resolution 5-2, 
with Silberberg and Smedberg 
dissenting. City council also 
approved an addendum to the 
resolution that requires the 
city attorney to update council 
on settlements semi-annually. 

Beach, whose email was 
referenced in the council 
meeting, said she was disap-
pointed by council’s vote.

“The bottom line for me 
is, frankly, these people are 
elected to make decisions on 
what cases are settled, to be 

DEBATE FROM | 1
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OLD TOWN
221 N West Street

$1,049,000

KRISTIN TROILO
+1 703 6091661

OLD TOWN
601 North Fairfax Street
Residence 202 
$1,795,000

Open Sunday

HEATHER COREY
+1 703 989 1183

POTOMAC YARD
2306 Potomac Ave Unit 101 

$674,900

ROB SANDERS
+1 202 744 6463

BRENT JACKSON
+1 202 263 9200

McLEAN
1111 Crest Lane
McLean, VA
$3,499,000

PENNY YERKS
+1 703 760 0744

ALEXANDRIA
2000 Scroggins Road

$1,695,000

Open Sunday 2 - 4 PM

CINDY GOLUBIN
+1 202 437 3861

OLD TOWN
406 S Pitt Street
$1,075,000

SHARON WILDBERGER
 +1 703 597 0374

OLD TOWN
309 Lee Street N

$1,349,000

Open Sunday 2 - 4 PM

CINDY GOLUBIN
+1 202 437 3861

STONEGATE IN ALEXANDRIA
4645 Kearney Court
$639,900

PAM HAZEN
+1 703 587 7300

WASHINGTON WOODS
ON THE POTOMAC

3812 Washington Woods Drive
$1,239,000

Open Sunday 2 - 4 PM

PHYLLIS PATTERSON
+1 703 408 4232

SHIRLEY GARDENS
5129 Fairbanks Avenue
$749,900

CORY MOLINA
+1 703 447 5699
DONNA MOSELEY
+1 703 623 5294
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Ray supported Mayor 
Allison Silberberg’s actions 
on a number of issues, par-
ticularly her opposition to 
the BID and to changes pro-
posed by the city’s parking 
task force. His decision to 
run for council stemmed in 
part from what he sees as 
a need for more voices to 
speak up for livability in Al-
exandria, particularly in Old 
Town and Del Ray. 

The membership make-
up of the city’s Parking 
Standards task force was a 
particular sticking point in 
Ray’s mind. 

“Even though they claim 
this is coming from residen-
tial review, it’s not. There’s 
no minority report from 
people who were present 
that thought it would have 
a negative impact on their 
lives,” Ray said.

Ray started mulling the 
idea of running in June and 
announced intentions to run 
as a Democrat at an Alexan-
dria Democratic Committee 
meeting in December. He’s 
one of four newcomers that 
have announced their coun-
cil campaigns so far, the oth-
ers being Dak Hardwick, Mo 
Seifeldein and Amy Jackson. 

At least two council seats 
are in play in the 2018 elec-
tion due to Vice Mayor Justin 
Wilson running for mayor 
and Councilor Tim Lovain 
not seeking reelection. 
Councilors John Chapman, 
Del Pepper and Willie Bailey, 

meanwhile, have either pub-
licly announced or have told 
the Times that they intend 
to seek reelection. 

If elected, Ray said he 
would primarily focus on 
representing the interests 
of Alexandria residents and 
small business owners. He 
said curbing development 
would be of particular im-
portance to him. 

“A lot of people, they’re 
just on the margins. People 
who are artsy and quirky and 
have cool little shops that 
make Alexandria an experi-
ence vs. what you can get on 
the web – those people do it 
because they absolutely love 
it,” Ray said. “They want 
to watercolor, they want to 
make crepes. They’ve come 
up with this idea and they’re 
doing it. That is not neces-
sarily the road to riches.” 

Ray thinks of represent-
ing the interests of small 
business owners like his fa-
ther, who lived most of his 
life with bills hanging over 
his head.  

“My mom died when I 
was six of cancer. My mom 
and dad were these quirky 
people that had some in-
come and definitely added to 
the character of the neigh-
borhood with what they did, 
but my dad couldn’t pay all 
his bills. They were so bo-
hemian that they didn’t 
have insurance. He had bills 
hanging over him for years 
and years,” Ray said. “... My 
dad was lucky because he 
was able to pull through it. 

Burke & Herbert helped him 
out with loaning money he 
probably couldn’t pay back 
right away. The community 
pulled around him to help 
him out.” 

He said, perhaps because 
he grew up without signifi-
cant means, he has an eye 
for budgeting. He now serves 
as treasurer for both the Old 
Town Civic Association and 
the Alexandria Association. 

“We could be a much 
thriftier government if we 
didn’t allow as much influ-
ence. For whatever reason, it 
feels like money is going out 
and some money isn’t com-
ing back,” Ray said. “Being 
treasurer of these different 
organizations and also not 
growing up with a bunch 
of money has given me this 
sense of the value of thrift-
iness. When I’ve been in my 
offices, I’ve seen myself as 
defender of the treasury – 
this is my job to make sure 

we don’t have champagne 
and caviar and suddenly 
there’s no more money left.” 

Old Town Civic Associa-
tion President Yvonne Cal-
lahan, who has known Ray 
since he was a child, has just 
recently begun working with 
him in a professional capac-
ity. 

“I know him in one sense 
very recently and going fur-
ther back as a person. He’s 
always been someone who 
cares deeply, is concerned 
about government, is willing 
to put time in civic associa-
tions. That’s a good begin-
ning background for people 
who want to run for office,” 
Callahan said.

She said Ray, who started 
as Old Town Civic Associa-
tion treasurer in October, has 
instituted changes for the 
better since starting his post. 

“He has done a remark-
able job with pulling togeth-
er our membership lists and 
upgrading our computer sys-
tem and things of that sort 
that needed it,” she said. 
“He’s certainly displayed a 
keen sense of organization 
in taking this over.” 

Callahan said she expects 
to see him focus on issues 
like historic preservation 
and the protection of small 
business. She said she could 
see him interacting well 
with other councilors.

“Robert is on the quiet 
side – he’s very respectful, 
he chooses his words care-

fully, he’s not a flamethrow-
er. I think he would not only 
get along with just about 
anyone – he would work 
very hard to reach consen-
sus with people, to reach out 
to people to see what they 
could agree on,” Callahan 
said.

Alexandria Association 
President Karen Paul has 
worked with Ray since he 
became treasurer of the or-
ganization in 2012.

“In the experience I’ve 
had, he has really improved 
the whole accounting and 
duties that the treasurer 
performs, the bookkeeping 
and the accounting,” Paul 
said. “He just came in and 
has totally upgraded the way 
we do things.” 

Paul said Ray also has the 
ability to listen and consider 
many different perspectives.

“He’s the kind of person 
who listens. He listens to all 
sides, considers something. 
He doesn’t rush to judg-
ment quickly or do things 
because everybody else is 
doing them,” Paul said. “He 
approaches issues in a very 
considerate way.”

Many of the issues Ray is 
most passionate about are 
highly personal for him. His 
desire to support historic 
preservation comes back to 
the building he lives in and 
operates his business out of 
– a building that was nearly 
torn down as part of urban 
renewal. 

“We take for granted that 
developers and big interests 
haven’t steamrolled us over 
in the past, but it’s because 
people have banded together 
to defend their own property 
rights and their own expec-
tations for the community,” 
Ray said. 

Should his campaign be 
successful, he hopes to cre-
ate a mechanism for more 
input from the communi-
ty. He said he hopes to cre-
ate a survey through Goo-
gle Forms that would poll  

RAY FROM | 1
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PHOTO/ALEXA EPITROPOULOS
Robert Ray is the second-generation owner of Cavalier Antiques in 
Old Town. The shop has been operating at this location since 1962.
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there are a number of com-
munities that don’t feel the 
benefit to some of the im-
provements we’ve made, so 
making sure that our busi-
nesses stay competitive with 
others in the region is always 
a key concern.”

Chapman said he wants to 
continue working on improv-
ing regulations so that busi-
ness owners spend less time 
at city hall and more time 
focusing on their business-
es.  He also said he wants to 
revisit the BID conversation. 

“Our BID conversation 
was a good conversation to 
have, but I don’t like where 
we ended,” he said.  “Spark-
ing that conversation – how 
does city hall get out of the 
way of business and really let 
folks function and improve 
their business? How do we 
set the opportunity up for 
them to be successful?”

Former Mayor Bill Euille 
said he has known Chapman 
for most of his life through 
family ties. 

“I have a unique personal 
relationship with John and I 
applaud his commitment and 

dedication as a member of 
the Alexandria city council,” 
Euille said.

Not only was Euille Alex-
andria’s mayor during Chap-
man’s first term on council, 
he said he’s watched him 
grow as a councilor over the 
past six years. 

“He was somewhat shy 
and bashful initially up 
front,” he said. “He had to go 
through the learning curve, 
but I have seen him grow into 
the job. He’s a very well spo-
ken individual. He thinks be-
fore he speaks. He asks very 
pertinent questions, and he’s 
a team player.”

Looking forward, Chap-
man said council needs to 
focus on the future of Alex-
andria. 

“In terms of new things 
that we will see is a better 
long term vision for the city,” 
he said. “What does the city 
look like in 20 years? What 
does it look like in 50 years? 
I think we need to start mov-
ing in that direction and 
making some major changes 
to how we operate, what we 
look like, how our structures 
function.”

- mschrott@alextimes.com
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members of civic associa-
tions about the biggest issue 
facing them at the moment.

He said, though no Re-
publicans have announced 
intentions to run yet, he sees 

the upcoming election as a 
struggle between two vary-
ing points of view. He sees 
himself on the side of insti-
tuting a counter balance to 
big, potentially life-chang-
ing forces, including devel-
opment. 

“I wish to fall on that 
side of the question and I 
hope there’s enough people 
who can see through huge 
amounts of money that can 
influence elections,” Ray 
said. 

For Ray, it comes back to 

setting up a dialogue with 
the community he’s re-
mained in all these years.

“I just want to be with 
people and meet with people 
who enjoy political speech 
and elevate the issues and 
perspectives. I really want to 

connect more with my com-
munity and hear more about 
what they have to say,” Ray 
said. “I want to expand my 
understanding by hearing 
other people’s takes.” 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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FILE PHOTO
John Chapman holds a sign during the St. Patrick's Day parade last year.

106 N St. Asaph Street, Alexandria VA 22314  |  Mon-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5
 703-664-0585  |  tsaltstyle.com

Semi-Annual Sale in Progress Now
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Out of the classroom 
Education section

Fifty-five ACPS students 
have earned awards for 
their artistic achievements 
in the 2017-18 Alexandria 
PTA Reflections contest. 
At thirteen schools across 
the city, the students cho-
reographed dances, made 
films, wrote poems and 
stories, composed music, 
took photographs and cre-
ated visual art, all based on 
this year’s contest theme, 
“Within Reach.” All had al-
ready won 1st Place Awards 
at their own schools before 
competing in the city-level 
contest.

Some students had 
unique concepts for inter-
preting the theme. Lillian 
Morton, a senior at T.C. 
Williams, won 1st Place in 
the city’s High School Pho-
tography division for a pho-

tograph of two pairs of feet 
under a table, one in the 
shoes of a small child and 
one in high-heeled pumps. 
In the Artist’s Statement 
she wrote to accompany her 
photograph, she described 
her work as a visual repre-
sentation of the transition 
from child to adult. 

“The distance to the 
floor from one’s chair is just 
within reach as children. 
Once we grow up, we reach 
for bigger things. We can 
comfortably rest our feet on 
the floor and stride forward 
in our lives,” Morton said. 
“As we reach for the transi-
tion to adulthood, we must 
bridge the gap and learn 
how to walk in heels.”

The students’ inspi-
rations come from many 
sources. Eighth-grader Clau-

dia Martino won 1st Place in 
Visual Arts, Middle School, 
for her painting, “Las Patro-
nas,” which shows a woman 
handing a bag of food to a 
man leaning out from the 
door of a train. The idea 
for the George Washington 
Middle School student’s en-
try came from a CNN report 
about a group of women in 
Mexico who bring food each 
day to Central American mi-
grants on their way to the 
United States.

“The theme ‘Within 
Reach, made me remember 
how by reaching out with 
food, this group saves hun-
dreds of lives,” Martino said.

Entries at each level 
were evaluated by judges 
who are experts in the arts 
categories they’re judging: 
dance choreography, film 
production, literature, mu-
sic composition, photogra-
phy, or visual arts. Entries 
are judged on three criteria: 
creativity, technique and 
interpretation of the contest 
theme.

The 55 students won 60 
awards in the city’s contest, 
with several students en-
tering and winning in more 
than one category. Twen-
ty-two of the entries won 
1st Place awards in the city’s 
contest and are now com-

peting at the district level in 
the Northern Virginia Re-
flections contest. After dis-
trict results are announced 
next month, Northern Vir-
ginia’s 1st Place winners 
will advance to the state 
competition.

Alexandria’s winners will 
be celebrated the evening of 
March 16 at the Alexandria 
Reflections Awards Program 
and Art Show Opening at 
the Durant Arts Center. The 
event is free and open to 
the public. An art show of 
the works will be open there 
through mid-May. 

Winners by category 
are listed on page 25.

Alexandria student artists honored
PHOTO/LILLIAN MORTON

PAINTING/CLAUDIA MARTINO
Fifty-five ACPS students received awards in this year's Alexandria PTA Reflections contest, themed "Within 
Reach." Above: 1st place in high school photography division. Right: First place in middle school visual arts.

CENTER FOR ALEXANDRIA’S CHILDREN

2018 GALA

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE
2018 CAC GALA

a STARRY STARRY NIGHT 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 
7 PM to 10 PM

the new Old Dominion Boat Club
200 Strand Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

TO BENEFIT THE CENTER FOR ALEXANDRIA’S CHILDREN
the City’s primary resource for the prevention, investigation, 

and treatment of child abuse whose programs serve more than 
1,000 children and families a year in Alexandria.

Visit http://bit.ly/2BgxlBy for more information.
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T.C. Williams High School 
alum, singer-songwriter Kei-
ra Moran, recorded a live 
performance with the T.C. 
Williams Orchestra at Alex-
andria’s First Night celebra-
tion and is donating the pro-
ceeds from sales to ACPS.

Moran’s six-song perfor-
mance with the 22-piece or-
chestra from T.C. Williams 
was recorded for a special 
set that will be available on 
iTunes early next year. One 
hundred percent of proceeds 
from sales on iTunes will go 
to APCS.

Moran graduated from 
the T.C. Williams in 2013 
and is a songwriter living in 
Los Angeles, California. She 
has worked with eight-time 
Grammy nominee Graham 

Edwards and now works for 
twelve-time Grammy nomi-
nee Red-One.

She released her first 
single, “Wondergirl,” in her 
senior year and donated 10 

percent of the opening week’s 
sales to the Scholarship Fund 
of Alexandria. The single 
became the most requested 
song on radio stations as far 
apart as Detroit, Michigan, 
Los Angeles and Sydney, Aus-
tralia. Moran is the winner of 
many national and interna-
tional songwriting awards.

“My heart will always be 
in Alexandria. The city has 
always supported me and I 
would never have had this 
career if it weren’t for my 
hometown. I will take any 
opportunity I have to sup-
port the school system that 
supported me so much,” Mo-
ran said.

Moran headlined Alexan-
dria’s First Night, as she has 
done for the past four years.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Alum, singer/songwriter Moran 
records with T.C. orchestra

COURTESY PHOTO

KEIRA MORAN

Fail isn’t normally a word 
students want to hear. It brings 
negative associations and 
stress, but what fourth grad-
ers at Alexandria Country Day 
School are recognizing is that 
failure is an important part of 
growth and learning in life.

Oftentimes, great things 
can come from an initial fail-
ure (like Post-it notes). During 
a recent social-emotional 
learning block, students read 
some excerpts from “Mistakes 
that Worked: 40 Familiar In-
ventions and How They Came 
to Be,” by Charlotte Foltz Jones. 

This book describes the 
haphazard beginnings and 
mistakes that led to the inven-
tion of many products we all 
know today. After the book, 
each fourth grader was as-
signed a famous or influential 
person in history and was then 
tasked with researching how 

this person failed or struggled 
at first. Many people don’t 
think of Bill Gates or Oprah 
Winfrey as people to associate 
with failure, but our students 
learned that going through a 
letdown or set back can often 
help someone come back bet-
ter and stronger and more mo-
tivated to succeed. 

Fourth graders then pro-
duced visual representations 
of the person’s failure and how 

it shaped them.  These lessons 
are put to work in academics, 
where ACDS’s emphasis on 
“growth mindset” encourages 
persistence and perseverance. 

Analyzing mistakes in 
math, producing multiple 
drafts in writing and experi-
mentation in science all afford 
opportunities for students to 
practice learning from “fail-
ure,” just like the great inno-
vators they have studied.

ACDS students explore the value of mistakes

COURTESY PHOTO

Registration for the 
Coding Club’s inter-school 
hackathon is open at hack-
bi.org.  The event will take 
place Jan. 20-21, and is open 
to all high school students 
and 8th graders from the 
surrounding area. Partic-
ipants will have opportu-
nities to attend workshops 
held throughout the event, 
led by Hackathon staff as 
well as industry profession-
als, about various program-

ming languages including 
Java, JavaScript, Python 
and Lua, as well as unique 
software tools from spon-
soring tech companies such 
as GitHub.  

Students are encouraged 
to form teams of four to 
compete for award catego-
ries such as Best Game, Best 
App and Best Website. Win-
ners will receive prizes in-
cluding gift cards, apparel 
and smart robot cars. 

Bishop Ireton’s Coding Club 
to host hack-a-thon 

Students and teachers are 
gearing up for a variety of ad-
ditions to Immanuel Luther-
an School’s extracurricular 
offerings as the second half 
of the 2017-18 academic year 
gets underway.

The ILS athletics program 
is now in its second year 
of competition. Under the 
leadership of Coach Aaron 
Schultz, students completed 
a strong fall season of soccer 
and are now about to start 
the winter basketball season. 

Also in its second year, 
the ILS MathCounts team 
has been meeting regularly 
in preparation for regional 
competition. In its inaugural 
year, the ILS team placed 5th 

overall in the George Wash-
ington Chapter. 

A new partnership with 
Silver Knights will offer all 
students in Kindergarten 
through 8th grade the op-
portunity to participate in 
an after-school chess club. 
Taught by experienced Silver 
Knights instructors using a 
curriculum developed by Na-
tional Masters, this program 
will provide further opportu-
nities to ILS students who al-
ready eagerly engage in chess 
competitions at school. 

In preparation for the 
annual ILS Talent Show, 
which will be held at First 

ILS students ready for 
extracurricular activities

SEE ILS | 25

Admission Application Deadline: 
January 26th
Reservations encouraged
Call 703.549.0155 or email 
admissions@immanuelalexandria.org

Walk-in Wednesdays

Classical Christian School • Grades Jr. K - 8th
1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301   |   703.549.0155  |   www.ILSAlexandria.org

Join us any Wednesday  
at 10 a.m. for a tour

More school news on page 16
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Jan. 6

BI W 59-23 vs. Calvin Coolidge

Episcopal W 77-59 @  
Georgetown Day

SSSAS W 83-64 @ St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal

Jan. 9

Episcopal W 66-49 vs. SSSAS

Girls’ basketball

Jan. 5

Episcopal L 56-49 vs. Flint Hill

Jan. 9

TC W 66-39 @ Mount Vernon

Boys’ basketball
School  Record

Bishop Ireton        4-7
Episcopal         11-1
SSSAS         7-3
T.C. Williams        1-7

School  Record

Bishop Ireton        9-1
Episcopal               7-2
SSSAS            4-4
T.C. Williams           9-1

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes records and game results for the 
prior week in two sports per season for Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop 
Ireton, Episcopal, St. Stephens and St. Agnes School and T.C. Williams High School. 

Alexandria sports roundup

Scores this week: Scores this week:

SPORTS
Out of the classroom 
Education section

On Dec. 12, Browne Acad-
emy’s 8th graders placed third 
in the regional “We the Peo-
ple” competition in Glen Allen, 
Virginia. “We the People” is a 
national curriculum that fo-
cuses on the creation, content 
and implementation of the U.S. 
Constitution.  

Over the course of two 

months, students work in small 
groups to learn about a specific 
constitutional issue, prepare a 
four-minute statement in re-
sponse to a question and prac-
tice responding to challenging 
questions from a panel of judg-
es. Each year, the experience 
culminates in a simulated con-
gressional hearing.  

Browne students place third 
in regional competition

COURTESY PHOTO

Torpedo Factory Art Center
105 N. Union St , Alexandria, VA
Open 10 am - 6 pm daily & until 9 pm on Thursdays
Individual studio hours vary

Rediscover the Torpedo Factory Artists

Torpedo Factory Artists @ Mosaic
2905 District Ave, Suite 115, Fairfax, VA

Open 11 am - 7 pm Wednesday through Sunday

www.torpedofactoryartists.com
@torpedofactoryartists

On View Now
< Encaustic Endeavors 
by Lesley Clarke & Jamie Fine
In TAG (Gallery 311) until 
January 21.

2nd Thursday Reception: 
Thursday, January 11, 5-7:30 pm

Coming Soon 
Uncommon Visions > 

A TFAA Member Exhibition
January 24 to February 25 at 

Torpedo Factory Artists @ Mosaic

Opening Reception: 
Friday, January 26, 6 - 9 pm 
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CALENDAR
January events
Join Alexandria in honoring Martin Luther 
King Jr. and more  |   Page 19

ARTS
'The Post'
"Best movie about newspapers since 'All the 
President’s Men.'"  |   Page 18

HOMES
Creative, custom closet design
Start this year by decluttering your living 
space, especially the closets  |   Page 20

TimesLiving
RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

BY DENISE DUNBAR

January is that time of 
year when well-intentioned 
resolve collides with reali-
ty. Or specifically, when our 
plans to walk every day and 
eat more kale rendezvous 
with 20-degree days and our 
bodies’ fierce mid-winter 
craving for carbs – and more 
carbs. 

It might be wise to not 
self-flagellate if you can’t 
bring yourself to order “greens 
and protein” for lunch in this 
kind of weather. Instead of 
fighting your body’s natural 
desire for what is popularly 
called “comfort food,” why 
not simply try for healthier 
versions of old standbys?

Below are a few sugges-
tions for eating healthier in 
the New Year while also giv-
ing in and consuming what 
our bodies seem to be telling 
us we need. The suggestions 
stem from years of trying to 
eat healthy for both heart and 
allergy reasons. 

– Tops on the target list 
is cheese. Cut it out wherev-
er possible. Eat the rigatoni 
when you go to your favorite 
Italian restaurant, but just 
say no when they ask if you 
want extra parmesan added 

at the table. An extra ounce 
of parmesan adds 108 calories 
and 7.3 grams of fat.* 

– If you’re going to eat 
cheese, use healthier types. 
When you make a panini at 
home, use soft goat cheese 
rather than cheddar – just 
don’t cook it as long. Goat 
cheese contains almost 40 
percent less fat (6 grams to 
9.6 for cheddar) and few-
er calories (72 compared to 
116) than cheddar. Because 
it packs a stronger taste, you 
can also eat less goat cheese 
than cheddar on a sandwich.

– In a few weeks, when 
you make that pot of chili 
for the Super Bowl, try a few 
tweaks. If you normally only 

use ground beef, and aren’t 
a big fan of ground turkey, 
try swapping out some, rath-
er than all, of the beef for 
turkey. I often make it with 
50 percent each, but even 
switching to 1/3 ground tur-
key is healthier than all beef.  

Here’s the nutrition skin-
ny: Four ounces of 85 percent 
lean ground beef has 240 cal-
ories, compared to 170 calo-
ries in four ounces of 93 per-
cent lean ground turkey. The 
beef has more than double 
the fat, at 17 grams compared 
with 8 for turkey. Both have 
21 grams of protein.*

And if you’re on the fence 
about beans or no beans in 
your chili, by all means add 

them. Along with whole 
grains, beans are a terrific 
source of fiber. In fact, the 
American Institute for Cancer 
Research recommends a serv-
ing of beans or whole grains 
with every meal. Besides 
making your chili healthier 
and more filling, I just think 
beans make it taste better.*

At that Super Bowl party, 
serve hummus instead of your 
mother’s American cheese 
dip made in a small crock pot. 
You don’t have to tell her.

– And about that unap-
petizing sounding kale or 
spinach? Keep some on hand, 
chop it up and toss a few 
handfuls in whatever soup 
you’re making just as it fin-

ishes cooking. Even if kale is 
a side ingredient rather than 
the soup’s star, you’ll make 
the pot healthier – and that’s 
one wintertime salad you 
don’t have to eat. Sunday af-
ternoons are often a great 
time to make a big pot of soup 
that you can eat all week.

– Finally, try substituting 
whole grain for white bread 
whenever possible. You can 
buy great artisanal breads at 
bakeries and grocery stores 
throughout Alexandria. Get 
it sliced and keep it in the 
freezer. That way it doesn’t go 
bad quickly, as most are made 
without preservatives, and 
you can pull out a couple of 
slices as you want them. You 
don’t have to give up bread – 
just opt for healthier versions.

In the New Year, many of 
us vow to make drastic chang-
es. Unfortunately, drastic 
alterations often don’t stick. 
Instead, try working a few 
small but important changes 
in your diet in 2018, and see if 
you can make them last.

The writer is editor and 
co-publisher of the  
Alexandria Times. 

* Nutritional information was found 
at the following websites: nutri-

tionfacts.org, superskinnyme.com, 
myfitnesspal.com and jennieo.com

Small diet changes that make a meaningful difference

FILE PHOTOS
Left: Try substituting some ground turkey for ground beef in your chili, and don't skip the beans. 
Right: Opt for healthier cheese options, such as soft goat cheese. Consider spreading it on whole grain bread.
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119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151  |  www.FontaineCaffe.com

Cozy, comfortable 
setting. 

Incredible  French 
crepes &  

Sparkling Ciders!

 ~  Happy 2018 from the Shelter! ~
The dogs & cats awaiting relocation are safe, warm and 

well fed.
Thanks to the generous donations of the people of 

Alexandria, the Shelter is able to care for many more 
pets in the new year.

Krissy, a 6-year-old, is playful and affectionate and 
keeps a watchful eye on visitors, waiting to see if one of 

them may want to take her home.
If your resolutions for 2018 include adoption, we may 

have just the right match for you!
FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE VISIT www.

alexandriaanimals.org and call 703-746-4774

THANK YOU

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

Tom Hanks, Meryl 
Streep star in moving 
and relevant tale
BY RICHARD ROEPER

Steven Spielberg’s “The 
Post” is the “Field of Dreams” 
of newspaper movies. 

That’s right. It is melodra-
matic and sentimental and 
sometimes downright corny. 
In one late scene, there’s an 
almost heavenly hue to the 
sunlight bathing the crowd 
that has come to cheer the 
hero of the moment. 

And just as Phil Alden 
Robinson turned a baseball 
diamond in Iowa into some-
thing of a shrine in “Field of 
Dreams,” Spielberg shoots 
the Washington Post news-
room and the printing press-
es of the early 1970s with ro-
manticized accuracy. 

To be sure, the nuts-
and-bolts details (reporters 
smoking in the newsroom, 
the typewriters and landline 
phones, the striped paper 
coffee cups, the cylinders of 
pneumatic tubes used to pro-
pel copy to the printers) are 
historically precise, but we 
also get that unique Spielber-
gian light, that gorgeous and 
magical and dazzling light, to 
remind us something special 
is going on here. 

This is a love letter to 
journalistic bravery and to 

the First Amendment, and it 
is the best movie about news-
papers since “All the Presi-
dent’s Men.” 

And even though it is set 
some 45 years ago, you will 
not find a more timely and 
insightful story about the 
importance of a free press, 
especially when a Constitu-
tion-trampling president is 
in office, madly scheming 
against his enemies in the 
press. 

I’m talking about Nix-
on. Who’d YOU think I was 
talking about? 

For a thriller containing 
multiple story threads, “The 
Post” moves at a crackling 
pace (1 hour, 55 minutes). As 
noted, it’s set mostly in the 
early 1970s, but it has the 
spirit and energy of a 1930s 
studio classic. Great actors 
in the lead roles, great actors 
in supporting roles of vari-
ous sizes, and a rich, gener-
ous screenplay that hands 
out whip-smart one-liners 
and keen observations to just 
about everyone in the room. 

The Washington Post in 
Spielberg’s film is a few years 
away from the groundbreak-
ing glory days of Watergate 
and its status as a nationally 
important, widely respect-
ed journalistic powerhouse, 
which it retains to this day. 

Even with dashing and 

competitive and impressive-
ly credentialed editor Ben 
Bradlee (Tom Hanks) running 
the newsroom, the Post is 
considered to be a nice little 
local newspaper, not even in 
the same league as The New 
York Times, which continual-
ly scoops the Post journalists 
in their own backyard.

This, of course, drives 
Bradlee nuts. 

Meryl Streep (sure to score 
another Oscar nomination) is 
Kay Graham, president and 
publisher of the Post, but as 
Streep so sublimely conveys,  
Graham was not the legend 
she would become, the per-
son who would command 
any room she entered. At the 
time, she was unsure of her 
abilities to run the company, 
and she often grew flustered 
in the presence of the all-
male board of directors (led 
by Bradley Whitford’s smug 
Arthur Parsons), who didn’t 
even bother to contain their 
desire to push her aside. 

Daniel Ellsberg (Mat-
thew Rhys), a former top 
aide to Defense Secretary 
Robert McNamara (Bruce 
Greenwood), exposed the 
government’s decades-long 
history of lies about Viet-
nam when he sent dozens 
of volumes of government  

‘The Post’ is a love letter to journalism

SEE THE POST | 25

ARTS

COURTESY PHOTO
Tom Hanks and Meryl Streep star in 'The Post.'
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CALENDAR
JANUARY 11

TORPEDO TALKS: ARS ME-
MORIA IN EARLY LAW Jolande 
Goldberg, senior law classification 
specialist at the Library of Congress 
and artist in Studio 326, presents “Ars 
Memoria in Early Law: Looking Be-
neath the Picture.” Ars memoria, or the 
art of memory, associates emotionally 
striking and memorable images within 
a body of text. It has been used in the 
study of architecture, law, medicine 
and the arts. Goldberg shares an 
overview of the law book illustrations 
and the Law Library of Congress’s 
efforts to preserve this history. This 
talk is presented in collaboration with 
the Friends of the Torpedo Factory. 
Torpedo Talks feature some of the re-
gion’s best-known artists, curators and 
creatives and are held at 8 p.m. during 
Second Thursday Art Nights. 
Time: 8 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Torpedo Factory, 105 N. 
Union St. 
Information: 703-746-4570

JANUARY 13

VIVE LA MUSIQUE! Old Town 
French and the Alexandria-Caen Sister 
City Committee invite the public to 
“Vive la Musique! Let’s sing and dance 
en francais with Achille!” This concert, 
perfect for children and their families, 
features local musician Achille, who 
will sing popular children’s French 
songs. The musician, whose full name 
is Achille Ango, grew up in Cameroon 
in Central West Africa and studied in 
France for seven years while playing 
music. He has lived in the D.C. area for 
more than two decades. He now works 
as a French teacher in an immersion 
school, using French as a vehicle. 
Admission costs $5 for those aged 1 
and up.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.
Information:  https://shop.alexandri-
ava.gov

JANUARY 14

FACETIME WITH HISTORY Former 
President James Madison greets 
guests at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
with conversation and stories that 
deepens their understanding of the 
past and how it connects to today. This 
is part of a series, held on the second 
Sunday of every month, featuring a 
rotating person of the past.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St. 
Information: 703-746-3852

JANUARY 15

KIDS AERIAL WORKSHOP Ages 
8 and up are welcome to this Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day workshop. Two 
instructors will be in the room and a 
maximum of nine children will be in 
the class. Give your children the gift 
of flight while building connection, 

confidence, core strength and bal-
ance. Kids can enjoy the benefits of ze-
ro-compression inversions, flips, tricks, 
stretching and relaxation through 
this fun class. This class will delight 
your children as they swing, fly, focus, 
breathe and play. All participants will 
have their own hammock.
Time: 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Location: Local Motion Studio, 2377 
S. Dove St.
Information: 703-299-0017

JANUARY 15

ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR. MEMORIAL PROGRAM The 
city will honor the life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in a community 
program on Jan. 15 at Shiloh Baptist 
Church. The program, “Dr. King: His 
Voice, His Teachings, His Love for 
Humanity,” will be presented by the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Plan-
ning Committee and will remarks from 
Mayor Allison Silberberg, a keynote 
address by veteran news anchor 
Maureen Bunyan and music from the 
Commonwealth Baptist Church Choir.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Shiloh Baptist Church, 1401 
Duke St.
Information: 703-746-5240

JANUARY 17

ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR. POSTER PROGRAM The annu-
al program, first started in 1990, will 
be held in city council chambers. After 
the program, a special viewing of the 
posters will be held in the Vola Lawson 
Lobby. The posters will remain on view 
until the end of February. The program 
was created by the Alexandria Society 
for the Preservation of Black Heritage, 
which highlights the art of Alexandria 
City Public Schools students. Come for 
this program, which celebrates King 
and the art of ACPS students.
Time: 1 to 2 p.m.
Location: City Council Chambers, 301 
King St.
Information: 703-746-4356

HISTORY BY THE GLASS: HOT 
TODDY Want to know more about 
the intersection of history and drinks? 
History by the Glass offers the chance 
to get drinks at the tavern, which 
historically served a wide variety of 
beverages, and learn about the history 
behind them. Price includes two drink 
tickets and light hors d’oeuvres. Tick-
ets cost $50 per person.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: https://shop.alexandria-
va.gov/events.aspx 

JANUARY 19

THE LATE SHIFT: BRAND NEW 
DAY Welcome 2018 with a spirited 
celebration of art, music and dance. 
Warm up with an indoor art market, 
live performances and pop-up activ-
ities throughout the building. Dance 
into the night during the silent disco 

with the City of Alexandria’s Mobile 
Art Lab.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-746-4570

JANUARY 23

PRESERVING AFRICAN AMER-
ICAN SITES Discover what art and 
primary sources can tell us about 
historic preservation and its roles in 
communities. By studying paintings 
of African American Historic Site, 
students will put their critical thinking 
skills to the test. This event is part 
of the Office of Historic Alexandria’s 
homeschool series, which features a 
different city museum each month. 
The classes are recommended for first 
grade or above. Admission is $8 per 

child five and older, and free for adults. 
Pre-registration is required and tickets 
can be purchased online.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m., 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: https://shop.alexandri-
ava.gov 

JANUARY 24

TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOL 
PLANNING NIGHT Join the Schol-
arship Fund of Alexandria and other 
middle school families for “Transition 
to High School Planning Night” at T.C. 
Williams High School’s Minnie Howard 
campus. Learn about classes to take 
in 9th grade, steps to take in order to 
be college-ready and how to access 
college-planning resources at T.C. 
Williams. A free pizza dinner will be 

provided.
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Location: T.C. Williams High School 
Minnie Howard Campus, 3801 Brad-
dock Road
Information: 703-824-6730

JANUARY 25

T.C. WILLIAMS STUDENT VS. 
TEACHER BASKETBALL GAME 
Join T.C. Williams High School faculty 
and students for a Thursday night full 
of competition, live performances, 
food and fun. This event is open to the 
community from future Titans to past 
Titans, as well as anyone else who 
would like to join. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: T.C. Williams High School 
Gymnasium, 3330 King St.
Information: 703-824-6800

Call 
703-797-3814

to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

“I’ve made a lot  
 

since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve

Discover why many people like you have come 

experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 

overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

www.hermitagenova.org

“We’ve made a lot 
of good friends since 
moving to Hermitage” Meet Carol and MJ. Carol and MJ are great 

buddies. �ey are also next door neighbors. 
Carol is 88 years old and MJ is 79. Carol 

moved to Hermitage Northern Virginia from 
Arlington about a year before MJ, who came from 
Montgomery County, Maryland. A�er moving  the 
two friends discovered a shared love of outdoor walks 
on the grounds of the community and around the 
quiet neighborhood streets. Carol focuses on her 
balance with a functional �tness class 4x a week and 
MJ enjoys reading in the library. Carol likes the many 
interesting people  and MJ enjoys the many 
excursions and the reading club. It feels like a family 
here at Hermitage Northern Virginia.



20 |JANUARY 11, 2018 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Enjoy working from home and the 
added tax benefits of a home office. This 
home’s fabulous location facing the park 
has high visibility and accessibility to 
the King Street Metro. The street-level 
commercial space with a half bath has 
approximately 400 square feet with ac-
cess to the garage and upper level living 
quarters. The main level is open with 
floor-to-ceiling Palladian windows, tall 
ceilings, generous moldings, hardwood 
floors and a gas fireplace. 

The gourmet eat-in kitchen is 
equipped with granite counters and 42-
inch oak cabinetry that has a pass thru to 
the dining room. The upper level features 
2 bedrooms and 2 full baths, including 
the spacious master suite with en suite 
bath. A convenient laundry room can 
also be found on this level. The fourth 
level is spacious with a full bath and 
access to a rooftop deck. This versatile 
space can be used as a third bedroom or 
a family room depending on your needs. 

HOMEOWNERS! Will your home need some exterior TLC this year?
Let us put our 30 years of experience to work for you.

Call us to schedule a FREE estimate! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 

Location: 402 John Carlyle 
St., Alexandria 22314
Neighborhood:  
Carlyle City Residences
Interior: 2,376 square feet
Bedrooms: 3
Baths: 3 full, 2 half
Levels: 4

Parking:  
Attached 2-car garage
Price: $989,000
Contact: Christine Garner, 
Weichert, Old Town,  
703-587-4855,  
Christine@
ChristineGarner.com

Part 1 of 2

BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS 

Whew! Made it through 
the holidays. And now, there 
are those pesky resolutions. 

Who doesn’t have getting 
organized on their list? Be-
sides dropping pounds, many 
people are hoping to shed 
all kinds of stuff. Most of us 
have too much of it, and not 
enough places to stash it. 

The cover headline for the 
January 2018 issue of Real 
Simple magazine says it all: 
“More Calm, Less Clutter: 
Pro Tips to Stay Organized 
All Year.”  

A good place to start is 

the master bedroom closet. 
In recent years, custom and 
semi-custom designs have 
ramped up. One reason is 
that they are smartly de-
signed, highly functional and 
they look good and neat as 
they handle tucking every-
thing into its proper place. 
There are niceties such as di-
viders to section off T-shirts, 
underwear, socks and jew-
elry trays. There are special 
hooks for ties and belts.  

These built-in systems 
may include pull-down rods, 
glass front doors, laundry 
bins, full-length mirrors, 
electrical outlets in drawers 

Closet design takes off with creativity and customization

Unique luxury townhouse with street-front commercial space
Front exterior: 
Unique townhouse 
with street-level 
commercial space. 
Rear: Attractive 
rear courtyard ac-
cess to the garage.

COURTESY PHOTOS

SEE CLOSETS | 21

PHOTO/LEMA
Italian architect Piero Lissoni designed the beautiful Hangar walk-in closet system for Lema, which 
includes open storage like this, or closed, in gray larch with sand aluminum finish. Shelves are topped 
with elegant brown eco-leather and LED lighting is integrated.  
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HOMES 
EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 

Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

as well as USB chargers.   
“From the little clips on 

the shoe organizer that hold 
sandals to the laundry ham-
per you can grab with one 
hand, these are components 
designed with everyday us-
ability in mind,” Mae Holler, 
product manager for Hafele 
America Co., says about the 
company’s Engage modular 
system.   

Hafele, a German manu-
facturer most known for its 
efficient hardware — hinges, 
drawer slides, soft touch and 
close mechanisms — also 
teamed up with EcoDomo to 
produce a beautiful collec-
tion of drawer fronts made 
from recycled belts.  

And just as kitchen cab-
inetry has stepped up with 
furniture-like doors, drawers 
and finishes, so has closet 
cabinetry. There are matte 
and glossy lacquers, wood 
veneers that look like real 
luxury woods, such as burled 
walnut or macassar ebony, 
and good-looking hardware, 
too. At the high end, luxe 
makers such as Poliform, 
Lema, Mutina and Boffi offer 
stunning clean-lined sys-
tems, some appointed with 
leather-clad interiors.   

Some, like Lema, actually 
suggest a shift in focus from 
container function to well-
ness. If your personal space 
looks good, you will probably 
feel good, too.  

The ads for some of the 
most glam dressing room/
closets look like boutique 
shops. All the clothing is im-
possibly color coordinated, 
stacked or hung perfectly, 
with elegant bins and cub-
bies. Linings are linen, velvet 
or leathers.  

The association is inten-
tional. And a lot of the im-
petus has come from blogs 
and Instagram postings that 
spotlight beautiful closets. 

“It absolutely is having 
an impact,” says Erin Hogue, 
vice president of custom 

closets for The Container 
Store. “Our customers want 
their closets to feel like a lux-
ury boutique that they essen-
tially get to shop from each 
morning. Lighting and glass 
are very popular additions 
to our TCS Closet spaces to 
help our customers showcase 
their shoes, handbags and 
accessories.”  

It was a natural segue for 
The Container Store, which 
expands its offering of beau-
tiful storage solutions yearly, 
including baskets, contain-
ers and multicolored hang-
ers. The company described 
the new venture as “not 
just a custom closet ... it’s 
an escape to the way things 
should be. It’s the promise of 
an organized life.”  

The organized closet can 
also contain cool gadgets, 
like a built-in steamer and an 
air-cleaning system. 

No matter what the size 
of your closet, The CHI Easy 
Steam can get wrinkles out of 
your clothes without an iron. 
It’s basically a garment bag  
— but a cool-looking gray 
one with red trim — that has 

built-in magic. Simply place 
one item on the hook, zip up, 
then hang on the back of a 
door, a closet door or shower 
rod. Then fill up an easy-to-
access water reservoir, tap 
the button and the steaming 
begins. It’s done in less than 
two minutes.    

Meanwhile, as we contin-
ue to be concerned about air 
quality, Lema introduced a 
proprietary product actually 
developed to sanitize aero-
space environments, at the 
last Salone del Mobile show 
in Milan. The air-cleaning 
system can be fitted to the 
top of a wardrobe, and it de-
contaminates and removes 
bacteria and odors, using 
dust-free photocatalytic oxi-
dation technology. This may 
be the next best thing in 
closets.  

If you made a resolution 
to organize in the New Year, 
by all means stick to it. Your 
closet is a good place to start, 
but you’d might as well have 
a little fun with it too. Next 
week we will examine some 
more fancy features of the 
modern walk-in closet.

CLOSETS FROM | 20 A small spare 
bedroom 
might make a 
fabulous walk-
in closet. This 
one has room 
for an island 
with addi-
tional drawer 
space, as well 
as a bench 
on the end 
with storage 
beneath. Note 
how attention 
has been paid 
to decorative 
wall-to-wall 
carpeting, 
with coordi-
nating print 
for the cush-
ion, hanging 
pendants 
and a rattan 
tray filled with 
pretty acces-
sories. 
PHOTO/TCS 
CLOSETS 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
FINIALS 

These little giants add 
the finishing touch to 
your lamp and show 
attention to detail in 
your décor! Come in 
today and see what they 
can do for you! 
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Our View

Your Views

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

       - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor:
On Dec. 7, more than 70 Alexandrians 

gathered with energy experts, city offi-
cials and others to discuss the future of 
our city’s energy supply. The opinions ex-
pressed during the Ready for 100 Renew-
able Energy Community Forum reflected 
both a clear desire for Alexandria to com-
mit to a goal of sourcing 100 percent of our 
energy needs from renewable sources, and 
an expression that such a goal is in fact 
feasible, if only we have the political will 
to do so.

Congressman Don Beyer (VA-8) kicked 
off the evening and expressed that given 
the abandonment of climate change work 
at the federal level, it is incumbent upon 
states and municipalities to act as leaders 
and take up the banner of change. Already 
59 cities and counties around the country 
have committed to transforming their en-
ergy systems to 100 percent renewable en-
ergy or have already done so.

Alexandria can and should join that 
effort. The expert panelists laid out op-
portunities for how we can achieve greater 

renewable energy in Alexandria right now. 
Praveen Kathpal, Vice-Chair of the city’s 
Environmental Policy Commission, made 
the point by committing to a 100 percent 
renewable energy goal. City officials would 
provide a clear lens to guide city decisions 
that will impact our city’s energy use in 
the long-term.

Just as President John Kennedy did not 
hesitate to commit us to the moon shot 
simply because we were not sure how to 
get there, city council should not hesitate 
to commit us to 100 percent renewable 
energy only because the path is uncer-
tain. There are concrete steps we can take 
now and the path will only continue to get 
clearer. The effort will itself provide many 
benefits: job creation, energy efficiency 
improvements, health improvements, en-
ergy security and more.

For more information, please contact 
Alice Redhead, the local Sierra Club orga-
nizer working on the Ready for 100 Cam-
paign, at alice.redhead@sierraclub.org.

-Jerry Casagrande,
Alexandria

Alexandria should commit 
to renewable energy

It’s remarkable how often public officials seem tone deaf to how 
their actions will be perceived.

This happens too often in Alexandria. The most recent example 
took place at the city council legislative meeting on Tuesday night. 
At this meeting, council considered docket item 17.1, “Updated reso-
lutions regarding the delegation of city council authority to the city 
manager and to the city attorney.”

Presumably, and based on their comments at the legislative ses-
sion, City Manager Mark Jinks and the council members who voted for 
approval of this docket item viewed these issues, which were consid-
ered seperately, as routine updates of existing authority. While that 
might be accurate, there were enough questions raised to give pause.

The first thing that seems off about the process is the docket num-
ber itself. When a docket item doesn’t have its own standalone whole 
number – like “platform 9 ¾” in the Harry Potter movies – it means 
something is different about it. 

This item was added to the agenda for Tuesday’s meeting after 
the original docket was produced late last week. In fact, the public 
learned of the change on Monday. What this means process-wise is 
that the public, and members of council, had very little time to re-
search the item before it was considered.

The second odd aspect was the strong resistance to Mayor Allison 
Silberberg’s proposal to put this item on the docket for a public hear-
ing. Any item that concerns the “delegation of city council’s authori-
ty” surely warrants a close look and public comment.

Even though it was almost certainly not their intent, the last-min-
ute inclusion of an item dealing with city council’s governing authori-
ty and the resistance to public input could be interpreted as an attempt 
to increase their own power by the city manager and city attorney. 

Why would Jinks and council handle a matter like this in such a 
manner and unnecessarily open themselves to criticism? In tennis, 
this is called an “unforced error.” 

Yes, this item contained relatively small changes to authority that 
council had apparently delegated many years ago.  However, the pas-
sage of time since the subject has been discussed seems to us an ar-
gument for a closer look at the overall topic. That was the logic given 
when a task force examining parking in Alexandria was created.

Why not hold a full-blown conversation around what areas city 
council should be delegating to the city manager and what duties over 
which council should keep full control? Isn’t that better than a rote 
delegation of authority that might be better off in the hands of our 
city’s elected officials? 

The city manager/city council system of governance is an odd ar-
rangement anyway, in which the appointed official – the city man-
ager – controls the city’s operational apparatus while the elected 
officials serve as a legislative body. And yet it’s our elected officials 
who are out in public, hearing complaints and concerns that are often 
beyond their ability to fix.

Even in the legislative realm, many to most decisions that coun-
cil makes are formed by advice from city staff or recommendations 
made by task forces that are appointed by the city manager. This vast 
control by unelected officials further diminishes the input that Alex-
andria residents have on decisions taken by their local government.

More resident input is better than less. And city council should 
never further delegate any of its authority without first hearing from 
the public.

Council’s delegation of au-
thority was an unforced error
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Filling in the Blanks 
with Ramee Gentry

First, I would like to wish all of 
our ACPS families and community 
a happy New Year. Alexandria City 
Public Schools begins the 
New Year with excitement 
around the recent an-
nouncement of Dr. Grego-
ry C. Hutchings Jr. as our 
new superintendent. In 
addition, we have a new 
partnership with George 
Washington University 
to form a Health Sciences 
Academy at T.C. Williams 
High School. Later this spring, we 
will announce the name of our first 
new public school in Alexandria in 
17 years, in time for it to welcome 
its first students in fall 2018.

The new Health Sciences Acad-
emy in partnership with G.W. Uni-
versity is for students interested 
in careers in medicine and health 
care. Students who successfully 
complete an academy pathway will 
be offered guaranteed admissions 
to the G.W. School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences and will also be el-
igible for scholarships. Those who 
go on to pursue a degree will reduce 
the amount of time it takes to com-
plete their degree and the associat-
ed costs. There is no doubt that new 
opportunities abound at ACPS.

But not everything is new. In 
some ways it might be more appro-
priate to speak of welcome returns 
rather than new beginnings, for Al-
exandria has a way of growing tal-
ent that keeps coming back and in 
turn gives again to our great city.

Not only are our students re-
turning to their classrooms at the 
midway point in their school year, 
but likewise, our new superinten-
dent is also returning to a famil-
iar setting. Hutchings, formerly 
the director of pre-K-12 initiatives 
with ACPS, was a graduate of T.C. 
Williams High School as a well as 
a student at four ACPS elementary 
schools and Francis C. Hammond 
Middle School.  

Hutchings attributes his success-
ful career in education to the foun-
dation he received in ACPS and in 

Alexandria. His career 
has taken him to many 
locations throughout 
the country, where he 
has received awards 
and accolades, first as a 
principal, and later as a 
superintendent. He has 
always sought to return 
home to Alexandria, to 
lead the school division 

where he first developed his passion 
for education. When he returns to 
ACPS this July as superintendent, 
Hutchings will become the ultimate 
example of an ACPS alum returning 
to serve in the community where he 
grew up. 

Hutchings carries on a proud 
tradition of graduates from ACPS 
continuing to give back to the com-
munity that gave them their ed-
ucation and a special place to call 
home.

Over the winter break, T.C. Wil-
liams graduate, singer-songwriter 
Keira Moran returned to record a 
professional CD with the T.C. Wil-
liams High School Orchestra at 
First Night Alexandria. A success-
ful songwriter currently based in 
California who works with Grammy 
nominees, Moran is donating pro-
ceeds from the sales of the record-
ings to ACPS. Likewise, over the 
holidays, track legends Josephus 
and Noah Lyles donated equipment 
to the T.C. Williams track program, 
the place where they honed their 
talents before achieving interna-
tional attention.

A New Year means resolutions 
and gives us a chance to rededicate 
ourselves to serving future genera-
tions of Alexandrians, but let’s not 
forget that in doing so, we are also 
celebrating our previous successes.

The writer is chair of the  
Alexandria City School Board.

ACPS welcomes new oppor-
tunities in the New Year

RAMEE GENTRY

To the editor:
The ominous shadow the new fed-

eral tax law looms over all of North-
ern Virginia as well as many other 
places.  The new rules do not allow 
much of the mortgage interest de-
ductions and deductions for property 
taxes. The cost of owning a home just 
became more expensive and so, less 
desirable. If we are homeowners, we 
will enter the New Year with less net 
worth than we had in 2017. 

These deductions have supported 
American homeownership at least 
since the end of World War II. The 
world that most of us have experi-
enced all our lives has changed and 
the changes will exist for the next 
three years under a national Repub-
lican government.

Our tax base will see a big drop 
similar to what happened after the 

Great Recession of 2008.  If that 
weren’t enough bad news, the Feder-
al work force has already contracted 
by hundreds of thousands in just one 
year with more to come. Neither our 
tax base nor our Northern Virginia 
economy is going to be expanding for 
the foreseeable future.  

Here in Alexandria, we are about 
to enter a local campaign season. Be-
ware of any politician who wants to 
promise economic expansion. It’s not 
happening. Instead, we need a local 
government willing to economize, 
set priorities and approve only those 
capital improvements that are need-
ed now. At the same time, we need 
to support and protect as much as 
possible our lower-income residents, 
including immigrants. 

-Katy Cannady,
Alexandria

Beware the effects of the 
new tax law

To the editor:
In November, a new mayor and 

city council will be elected. However, 
there are a number of considerations 
to ponder. First, why elect someone 
who has made a career out of being 
on the city council? Some council 
experience is essential, however af-
ter a couple of terms new members 
with new ideas ought to be selected.  

The following members of council 
will have been in office through No-
vember: Del Pepper, 33 years; Paul 
Smedberg, 15 years; Tim Lovain, 
nine years; Justin Wilson, eight 
years;   John Chapman, six years; Al-
lison Silberberg, six years (split, three 
years as mayor and three years on 
council) and Willie Bailey, who will 
have served just one three-year term.

Although this particular council 
will not tax us while running for of-
fice in 2018, they will surely inflict 
grave damage to our personal fi-
nances during the off election years. 
As an example, the 2017 property 
tax increase of 5.7 cents added $750 
to my tax bill. With storm water and 
combined sewer fees, my total 2017 
contribution to the city increased by 
approximately one thousand dollars.

Councilman Justin Wilson was 

directly responsible for this in-
crease, since he convinced the other 
council members to adopt his tax in-
crease initiative. 

In light of this approach, I would 
like to ask the Citizens of Alexandria 
why they vote for council members 
who exhibit the following behaviors:  

1) Constantly espousing a tax-
and-spend mentality. Perhaps vot-
ing for those who advocate the use of 
better financial management princi-
ples would be a better solution.  

2) Continually increasing the 
density of an already dense city. With 
more than 9,000 residents per square 
mile, Alexandria is the densest city 
in Virginia. This has put our traffic, 
parking, infrastructure, schools, de-
mand for services and financial sta-
bility all into question. One should 
only vote for those who are inclined 
towards a sensible growth approach 
for future development. 

3) Continually endorsing any in-
crease to the debt, which is current-
ly more than a half billion dollars. 
Even more dramatic is the annu-
al debt service payment of around 
$82 million a year. Obviously these 

It’s time for new blood on city council

SEE COUNCIL | 24
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This Week 
Should the mayor and city council's 
annual compensation increase?
A) Yes
B) No
C) Just city council's compensation
D) Just the mayor's compensation
E) I'm not sure

OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week
What should city council's top priority be between now 
and its June recess?
56% -  Don't increase taxes         2% -  Concrete outfalls planning
20% -  Fully fund the schools budget        11% - Other
2% - Civility during the election primary
5% -  Preserve parking rights of businesses
4% -  Strengthen ethics oversight 

This April marks the 50th 
anniversary of the assassi-
nation of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Like many cities 
and towns across the nation, 
Alexandria is celebrating 
the life and work of King 
throughout January. Some 
annual city events include: 

■ The 22nd Annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Staff 
Celebration on Jan. 10. The 
keynote speaker will be Su-
san Bro, mother of civil 
rights activist Heather Hey-
er, the Charlottesville resi-
dent killed by a protester in 
August 2017.

■ The 45th Annual Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
Program on Jan. 15. It will 
feature welcome remarks by 
Mayor Allison Silberberg. 
Veteran news anchor Mau-
reen Bunyan will be the key-
note speaker.

An event many may not 
be aware of is the annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Post-
er Exhibition, an interactive 
program for children in Al-
exandria City Public Schools. 
It allows them to learn about 
King and his dedication to 

service, as well as allowing 
their teachers to relate it to 
a current event or topic. Be-
tween 50 and 100 entries are 
submitted each year.

The Martin Luther King 
Jr. Poster Exhibition started 
as a contest in 1990. Creat-
ed by the Alexandria Society 
for the Preservation of Black 
Heritage, Inc., the contest 
highlights the art work of 
ACPS students. The Society 
is the friends group for the 
Alexandria Black History 
Museum (formerly known as 
the Alexandria Black History 
Resource Center). 

Under the leadership of 
two memorable Society pres-
idents, Harry Burke and Carl-
ton A. Funn Sr., the contest 
grew from a small exhibit 
and program held at the Al-
exandria Black History Mu-
seum, to a larger exhibition 
held in the Vola Lawson Lob-
by of city hall in January and 
February of each year. Not 
only does the MLK Poster Ex-
hibition honor King, it allows 
ACPS students to have their 
artwork displayed in city 
hall for all of Black History 
Month. In addition to the ex-
hibition, a formal program 
is held in city hall on Martin 
Luther King Day. In 2013, the 
contest became a memorial 
exhibition honoring  Funn. 

The poster exhibition’s 
annual theme is always 
drawn from the Association 
for the Study of Afro-Amer-
ican Life and History. This 
organization, founded in 
1915 by Dr. Carter G. Wood-
son, has as its mission “to 
promote, research, preserve, 
interpret and disseminate 
information about Black life, 
history and culture to the 

global community.”
One of Woodson’s lega-

cies is Negro History Week, 
created in 1926. It is the 
forerunner to today’s Black 
History Month, which fig-
ures prominently in ASALH’s 
mission. The 2018 national 
theme is “African Americans 
in Times of War.” The City of 
Alexandria’s related theme is 
“Serving the People, Serving 
America, Serving Alexan-
dria.” It allows students to 
honor parents, teachers, and 
friends who have helped to 
make their communities a 
better place. ACPS art teach-
ers ask their students to in-
corporate into their artwork 
not only African American 
history, but their personal 
family history. 

The program is free and 
open to the public. It will be 
held in city council chambers 
on Jan. 15 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
The artwork is on display in 
the Vola Lawson Lobby from 
Jan. 15 to Feb. 28.

Out of the Attic is pro-
vided by the Office of 
Historic Alexandria.

The history behind celebrating MLK in Alexandria

funds could be better served 
elsewhere, such as for the 
improvement of our decaying 
infrastructure. 

4) Failing to streamline 

government practices. An 
independent performance 
audit of the city’s operating, 
capital improvement and 
schools budgets is in order 
to ensure that the citizens 
of this great city are receiv-

ing cost effective, efficient 
and reliable services. Former 
Governor Doug Wilder per-
formed a statewide audit for 
then Governor Mark Warner, 
and found numerous cost 
saving measures. Such an 

audit can easily be replicated 
in Alexandria if citizens se-
lect the right individuals for 
council. If not, Alexandria 
only has itself to blame. 
-Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet,

Alexandria 
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aware of what’s going on in 
the city. A report every six 
months doesn’t tell you who’s 
embezzling, who’s doing sex-
ual discrimination, who’s in-

volved in things that council 
should be involved in,” Beach 
said. “I’ve never had a client 
that didn’t make the final de-
cision on what was settled.”

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

DANCE CHOREOGRAPHY

Primary (K-grade 2)
1st Place – Sophia Marcy, 
1st grade, Douglas MacArthur, 
“Don’t Stop Believing”; 2nd Place 
– Amir Frasier, 2nd grade, Mt. 
Vernon Community School, 
“Fight Hate”

Intermediate (grades 3-5)
1st Place – George Guryan, 
3rd grade, Mt. Vernon, “Part 
of Me”; 2nd Place – Jennifer 
Adu-Wadier, 4th grade, James 
Polk, “Within Reach for Contor-
tion”; 3rd Place – Ava Marcy, 
5th grade, Douglas MacArthur, “A 
Dream Is a Wish”

Middle school (grades 6-8)
1st Place – Peyton Marcy, 
7th grade, George Washington, 
“Something Just Like This”

FILM PRODUCTION

Primary
1st Place – Atanas Janevski, 
2nd grade, Mt. Vernon, “Looking 
for a Hero (Training for Hallow-
een)”

Intermediate
1st Place – Alex Eissenstat, 
5th grade, Mt. Vernon, “Can’t 
Quite Reach the Pizza”; 
2nd Place – Marisa Vidal, 
5th grade, James Polk, “Within 
Reach”; 3rd Place (tie) – Wesley 
Anderson, 3rd grade, Matthew 
Maury, “Within Reach”; 3rd Place 
(tie) – Daniel Dawit, 5th grade, 
John Adams, “Reach Out”

Middle school
1st Place – Eliza Gwin, 6th grade, 
George Washington, “When 
He’s Within Reach”; 2nd Place 
– Amanda Johnson, 6th grade, 
Jefferson-Houston School, “The 
Great Almost-Catch”

LITERATURE

Primary
1st Place – Saha Irwin, 
2nd grade, Jefferson-Houston 
School, “A Walk Around the 
World”; 2nd Place – Molly Payne, 
2nd grade, Charles Barrett, 
“Beautiful Dreams”; 3rd Place 
– Amelia Parks, 2nd grade, 
Douglas MacArthur, “I Believe 
In My Dreams”; HM – Shayne 
Suslowitz, 1st grade, James Polk, 
“The Band Cats”

Intermediate
1st Place – Lucy Hunnicutt, 
3rd grade, John Adams, “Within 
Reach”; 2nd Place – Samantha 
Brayman, 5th grade, Charles 

Barrett, “Dreams are Nigh”; 
3rd Place – Jack Sibbald, 
5th grade, Douglas MacArthur, 
“The Future”; HM – Caroline 
Osinski, 4th grade, George Ma-
son, “Within Reach”

Middle school
1st Place – Eliza Gwin, 6th grade, 
George Washington, “Within 
Reach”; 2nd Place – Lillian Try, 
6th grade, Jefferson-Houston 
School, “Ball In My Glove”

High school
1st Place – Frealem Bekele, 
10th grade, T.C. Williams, “Desti-
ny Within Reach”

MUSIC COMPOSITION 

Primary
1st Place – Mariana Carpio, 
1st grade, Mt. Vernon, “Mount 
Vernon Safety”

Intermediate
1st Place – Nora Beekman, 
3rd grade, Mt. Vernon, “I’ve 
Been Waiting”; 2nd Place – Noah 
Sternberg, 5th grade, Douglas 
MacArthur, “Balancing Act”; 
3rd Place – Brooke Hunnicutt, 
3rd grade, John Adams, “The 
High Note Jam”; Director’s Award 
– Julia Gwin, 4th grade, Matthew 
Maury, “Girls With a Goal”

Middle school
1st Place – Eliana Rougle, 
6th grade, Francis Hammond, 
“Reaching for the Stars”

High School
1st Place – Jonathan Morgan 
Petrini, 10th grade, T.C. Williams, 
“Reaching”

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Primary
1st Place – Saha Irwin, 
2nd grade, Jefferson-Houston 
School, “Looking Through Twins”; 
2nd Place – Gavin Zwiselsberger, 
2nd grade, Charles Barrett, “Col-
umns of UVA”; 3rd Place – Mary 
Blue Pohjola, 1st grade, Douglas 
MacArthur, “Sunset on the Poto-
mac”; Director’s Award – Maynor 
Martinez, 2nd grade, Mt. Vernon 
Community School, “Camera”

Intermediate
1st Place – Adelaide Flint, 
4th grade, George Mason, 
“Stronger”; 2nd Place – Jack 
Sibbald, 5th grade, Douglas 
MacArthur, “The New Tech”; 
3rd Place (tie) – John Robert 
Jones, 5th grade, James Polk, 
“A Welcome Change”; 3rd Place 
(tie) – Victoria Patrick, 5th grade, 

Charles Barrett, “Photographer”; 
HM – Lucy Hunnicutt, 3rd grade, 
John Adams, “Only Across 
the Basin”; HM – Marin Kahl, 
5th grade, Matthew Maury, “To 
the Sky”; HM – Sophia Zabel, 
4th grade, Mt. Vernon, “Blue 
Corn Flower”

Middle school
1st Place – Abigail Altenburg, 
6th grade, George Washington, 
“Family”; 2nd Place – Daisy 
Ballantine, 6th grade, Jeffer-
son-Houston School, “Almost 
There”

High school
1st Place – Lillian Morton, 
12th grade, T.C. Williams, “Learn-
ing To Walk in Heels”

VISUAL ARTS

Primary (K-grade 2)
1st Place – Saha Irwin, 
2nd grade, Jefferson-Houston, 
“Exploding the Future”; 2nd Place 
(tie) – Nathalie Garza Bangas, 
1st grade, James Polk, “I Love 
School”; 2nd Place (tie) – Claire 
Joffrion, 1st grade, Douglas 
MacArthur, “Monkey Bars Are 
Within My Reach”; 3rd Place 
– Charlie Corbin, 1st grade, 
Matthew Maury, “Reaching My 
Pontenteilor”; HM – Winston Sa-
doo, 2nd grade, Charles Barrett, 
“Reach Farther”

Intermediate
1st Place – Claudia Cutting, 
5th grade, Matthew Maury, 
“The Long Journey”; 2nd Place 
– Josephine Battle, 3rd grade, 
Douglas MacArthur, “Harmo-
ny”; 3rd Place (tie) – Celeste 
Bernstein, 5th grade, Mt. Vernon, 
“The TOP!”; 3rd Place (tie) – Alek-
sandra Richardson, 5th grade, 
James Polk, “The Wall”; HM 
– Gabriela Galvan, 3rd grade, 
Cora Kelly, “Reach In”; Director’s 
Award – Isabelle Lara, 3rd grade, 
George Mason, “My Future”; 
Director’s Award – Karol de la 
Cruz Ortega, 5th grade, William 
Ramsay ES, “Success”

Middle school
1st Place – Claudia Martino, 
8th grade, George Washing-
ton, “Las Patronas”; 2nd Place 
– James McBride, 6th grade, 
Jefferson-Houston School, “In 
the Palm of Our Hands”

High school
1st Place – Ava Benbow, 
11th grade, T.C. Williams, “Out-
reached Hand”

Full list of ACPS students who have won awards for their artistic achievements 
in the 2017-18 Alexandria PTA Reflections contest.

documents known as the Pen-
tagon Papers to The New York 
Times.  Bradlee is beside 
himself. Scooped again. 

But when the White House 
obtains a court order to stop 
the Times from continuing 
to publish excerpts from the 
Pentagon Papers, the Post has 
the chance to step up. 

Thing is, the board doesn’t 
want to take the legal risk, 
and if the Post does publish, 
Bradlee and Graham could 
lose their positions and wind 
up in jail. So, you know, fairly 
high stakes. 

“The Post” doesn’t sugar-
coat some major conflicts of 
interest. Graham was close 
with McNamara and other 
powerful Washington insid-
ers; they were often at her 
house, enjoying cocktails 
and insider chatter, even as 
Bradlee and his reporters were 
trying to unearth the dirt. But 
when Bradlee gets a little too 
comfortable on his high horse, 
Graham reminds him of his 
close friendship with the Ken-
nedys, and how that compro-
mised Bradlee’s journalistic 
integrity. 

Streep has often played the 
most confident of characters, 
but she does an astonishing 
job here of showing us some-
one who is unsure of herself 

to the point where she tenta-
tively rehearses what she’ll say 
before speaking her mind to a 
room of a dozen white men in 
black suits who don’t expect 
her to stand up to them. 

Hanks, too, reminds us he 
can do just about anything 
with a character. Bradlee isn’t 
the typical likable every-guy 
we’ve seen Hanks play so many 
times. He’s admirable, all right, 
but he’s a sharp and almost 
slick operator who isn’t inter-
ested in making friends on his 
way to burnishing his legacy. 

There are countless bril-
liant supporting turns from 
some of our finest actors, from 
Sarah Paulson to Tracy Letts 
to Carrie Coon to Jesse Ple-
mons to David Cross to the 
aforementioned players. 

But the standout is Bob 
Odenkirk as Ben Bagdikian, 
the kind of old-school report-
er who wears out the soles 
of his shoes tracking down a 
scoop. In very limited screen 
time, Odenkirk delivers 
best-supporting-actor-lev-
el work, playing a journalist 
who, like the vast majority of 
journalists then and now, is 
primarily concerned with just 
one thing. 

The Truth.  
And all the cries of “Fake 

News!” in the world will nev-
er stop the truth-seekers from 
doing what they do.

THE POST FROM | 18

Baptist Church in Alexandria 
on Jan. 26 at 7 p.m., teachers 
Molly Leithart and Stephanie 
Lange are again directing a 
student musical number. Stu-
dent rehearsals are underway 
for numbers from “The Lion 
King.”

“As a classical school, we 
are always partnering with our 
families to inspire, encourage 

and nurture a wide variety of 
interests in our students,” ILS 
Headmaster Julia Habrecht 
said. “From music and the arts, 
to athletics, chess and math 
competitions, our students de-
light in the opportunities to ex-
plore different activities both in 
and out of the classroom, and it 
is our privilege to work with our 
faculty and our parents to be 
able to provide many of these 
through the school.”

ILS FROM | 15

DEBATE FROM | 10
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Weekly Words

44. Fragment
45. Inner layer of the skin
48. Senegal's capital
49. Eight on a sundial
50. What a Q-tip is
51. Great enthusiasm
57. Exhausted at the mall?
58. Chain letters, to geneticists
59. Kolkata's setting
61. Crew team worker
62. Motion sickness symptom
63. Some hair features
64. Word with restricted or gray
65. Dublin's domain
66. City in Belgium
67. The stuff of agendas
68. Expertise
73. Trade
74. Bee's place
75. Available to public entry
76. Underestimate
77. Noon and six, commonly

78. Good-sized planting unit
79. Having been around the block
82. Be a good ghost
83. Mark the writer
84. Din
90. "I'm turning" signal
92. Jeered, in a way
93. Fleet of foot
94. Most sage
95. ___ Doria (doomed ship)
96. "A Doll's House" playwright
97. Glittered
99. Steps crossing a fence
100. Treaty preceders
101. It's east of Iraq
102. Like many food orders
103. Rubbed raw
104. Aspen conveyance
105. Times three, a war film
106. Lendl who raised a racket
107. Wishing one had GPS

OPEN WIDE, HEH-HEH By Timothy E. Parker
ACROSS
1.Make agitated
5. Better up to the task
10. Mrs. Harry S. Truman
14. Honor for an actor
19. Dangerous whale
20. Upon which to 57-Across
21. Relative of a grapefruit
22. Place for ironworking
23. Front of a sucker?
24. Glaringly vivid and graphic
25. Prison for a sailor
26. Fauna go-with
27. Nash-inspired heady humor (Pt. 1)
31. Rebuffs
32. Cute little tune
33. Prepared to drive a Titleist
34. Safari helmet
35. Maravich of basketball
36. Color slightly
37. Mayo dollop
40. Involuntary muscle twitch
43. Boy Simpson
44. Be short-winded
45. Concluded
46. Mortar tray
47. Its spots can be funny
52. Rope-a-dope creator
53. Right hands, figuratively
54. Loses singlehood
55. Exhorts
56. High or low roller
57. Enjoy a winter sport
58. Daytona doings

59. Patriot suffix
60. Nash-inspired heady humor (Pt. 2)
69. Above, poetically
70. Invisible envelope
71. Words exchanged in church
72. One of O.J.'s judges
73. Put on display
76. Absolutely certain
77. New Zealand aboriginal
80. Market closing?
81. Forgive and start anew
85. Clock standard (Abbr.)
86. State forcefully
87. Some pale drinks
88. Hospital section
89. Carrying too much weight
91. Place to find ink or a con
92. Dance with lots of hip action
93. Successful pitch result
94. What sirens do
96. Things charged and exchanged
97. Meat rotator
98. Refuse to compromise
101. Nash-inspired heady humor (Pt. 3)
108. Fowl pole?
109. Certain woodwind
110. One delivering furniture
111. Metric weight
112. Correspond
113. Pretoria monetary unit
114. Eliminate or delete
115. Reindeer relatives
116. With ___ in sight
117. Three-pointer in b-ball slang

118. Father Christmas
119. Catch one's breath

DOWN
1Like the cheeks of 118-Across
2. Some cookies
3. Freeze, as a windshield
4. Spanks
5. Having an inclination
6. Turquoisey
7. Attachment to love
8. Long, sweeping story
9. "Run for your life" warnings
10. Soap's creation
11. Protected wading bird
12. Start to fall
13. The stuff of UFO reports
14. Printing method
15. Not a liquid or gas
16. Gator relative
17. Indian tourist site
18. Type of estate?
28. Type of ballerina
29. Henchman of Al Capone
30. Annoying gossip
35. Remove skin layers
36. Bicycle with two seats
37. Huge cymbal
38. It's better than never
39. Turkish governors
40. Not on the up-and-up
41. Crippler Salk battled
42. Gallic goodbye
43. What to jump in when retiring

DEATH NOTICES
LAURA E. ANDERSON, formerly of Alexandria,  
Jan. 8, 2018
ALAN M. BASTANI (85), of Alexandria, Dec. 31, 2017
LORRAINE DIVACKY, of Alexandria, Jan. 7, 2018
DOUG F. FLEET (97), formerly of Alexandria,  
Jan. 6, 2018
RUDY G. FLORES (91), of Alexandria, Jan. 4, 2018
WALTER VANCE HALL (87), of Alexandria, Jan. 6, 2018
CHARLES A. HOTTLE (84), formerly of Alexandria,  
Dec. 23, 2017
ANTHONY LUGGIERO (93), of Alexandria, Dec. 30, 2017
KATHRYN RAE MATTOX (60), of Alexandria,  
Dec. 29, 2017
LORRAINE W. PRIMEAU (83), of Alexandria,  
Dec. 25, 2017
JAMES J. SCRIVENER (83), of Alexandria, Jan. 4, 2018
DAVID A. WALNETSKI (31), of Alexandria, Dec. 31, 2017
SHEILA LANE WEIR (82), formerly of Alexandria,  
Jan. 4, 2018
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LEGAL NOTICES

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
FY 2019 Combined Funds Budget 
during the Special Called School 
Board Meeting held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 18, 2018, in 
the School Board Meeting Room 
located at 1340 Braddock Place, 
Alexandria. For more information 
or to register to speak at the public 
hearing, please contact the Clerk of 
the Board at 703-619-8316 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

PARKER GRAY DISTRICT
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, January 
24, 2018 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
the City Hall Council Chambers, 
on the second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia on the following applications:

CASE BAR #2017-00212
Request for new construction at 
601 North Alfred Street 
Applicant: 601 North Alfred Street, 
LLC 

CASE BAR #2017-00213
Request for new construction at 
603 North Alfred Street 
Applicant: 603 North Alfred Street, 
LLC 

CASE BAR #2017-00483
Request for partial demolition/cap-
sulation at 204 North Patrick Street
Applicant: Ann Kavanjin

CASE BAR #2017-00484
Request for alterations at 204 
North Patrick Street
Applicant: Ann Kavanjin

CASE BAR #2017-00485
Request for partial demolition/cap-
sulation at 206 North Patrick Street
Applicant: Ann Kavanjin 

CASE BAR #2017-00486
Request for alterations at 206 
North Patrick Street
Applicant: Ann Kavaljin 

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, or at www.alexandriava.gov/
dockets.

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES
DC BIG FLEA & ANTIQUE 
MARKET JAN 6-7. 2 Bldgs! Over 
700 Booths! An AMAZING Trea-
sure Hunt! SHOP FOR BARGAINS! 
Dulles Expo, Chantilly,Va
4320 Chantilly Shop Ctr 20151. 
Sat 8:30-6…Sun 11-5. Park free…
Adm $10; 703-378-0910. Online 
tickets avail @ www.thebigflea-
market.com

AUCTIONS
FORECLOSURE SALE 28 
Income Producing Properties 
Includes 48 Rental Units. Suffolk, 
VA January 18th @ 2 pm Hilton 
Garden Inn Suffolk www.motleys.
com • 804-601-8147 VA16 EHO

FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ to hunt your land. 
Call for a FREE info packet & 
Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com 

HELP WANTED/SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants In-
surance Agents * Leads, No Cold 
Calls * Commissions Paid Daily 
* Agency Training * Life License 
Required. Call 1-888-713-6020. 

TRUCK DRIVERS
CDL TRAINING FOR LO-
CAL/OTR DRIVERS!  $700-
$1200 a week! 4-wks or 10 
Weekends for CDL. Veterans in 
Demand! Richmond/Fredericks-
burg 877-CDS-4CDL; Lynchburg/
Roanoke 855-CDS-4CDL; Front 
Royal/Winchester 844-CDS-
4CDL

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT 
NOW! No paid operators, just 
real people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live. Try it free. Call 
now: 1-855-465-7060.

SERVICES
DIVORCE–Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome-no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Español. BBB Member.

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Earn more with Quality!
30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks all over the US and Canada.

Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, cleanMVR.

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com
or call 574-642-2023

VANCE HALL, 87, a retired 
Foreign Service officer, died 
on Jan. 6.

He had served in Seoul, 
South Korea; Naples, Italy; 
and Suva, Fiji, as well as in 
the U.S. Mission to the United 
Nations in Vienna, Austria. 
Following his retirement in 
1982, he continued to work in 
the State Department on free-
dom of information cases until 
2000.

Walter Vance Hall Jr. was 
born in 1930 in Emmerton, 
Virginia, the son of Walter 

Vance Hall Sr. and Emma Lem-
oine Griffith. He graduated 
from Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege, served in the U.S. Navy, 

and then earned a degree in 
foreign service at Georgetown 
University.

Vance was a lifelong mem-
ber of North Farnham Parish 
Church in Farnham, Virginia, 
and during his long residence 
in Alexandria he was an active 
parishioner at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church. He served as a 
member of the board of direc-
tors of the Historic Alexandria 
Foundation and the Ameri-
can Library Company. He also 
served two terms on the Alex-
andria Archeology Commis-

sion and was a longtime mem-
ber of the Metropolitan Club.

Vance particularly enjoyed 
his nearly 20 years of tutoring 
children in the Alexandria 
public schools. He also took 
great pleasure in working in 
his garden, reading, enter-
taining friends and cooking. 
He was an enthusiastic travel-
er, especially to Italy.

He is survived by his wife 
Julia Elisabeth Ramberg Hall 
of Alexandria, whom he mar-
ried in Rome in 1963, two 
sons, John Ramberg Hall of 

Hackettstown, New Jersey 
and Walter Vance Hall III of 
Chesapeake, Virginia, and two 
grandsons, Lleyton Vance Hall 
and Anders John Hall.

A Liturgy in Thanksgiv-
ing for his life will be held at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Alexandria, at 1 p.m. on Sun-
day, Jan. 14. Interment will 
be at North Farnham Parish 
Church, Farnham, Virginia, at 
11:30 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 15.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to The Saint 
Paul’s Foundation.

Vance Hall
Obituary
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Lauren Bishop
REALTOR®

202.361.5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Contact Lauren Bishop to learn what’s happening in YOUR neighborhood.

415 E Timber Branch Parkway 
$1,549,000

FOR SALE

Homework is what  
Lauren Bishop does best!

Whether it’s researching market trends, analyzing 
comps, performing due diligence, or leveraging her 
network of industry partners, Lauren’s behind the 

scenes homework gives her clients the edge!

801 S Pitt Street #225 
$384,000

FOR SALE
6507 Potomac Avenue #A1 

$272,500

FOR SALE

525 N Fayette Street #519 
$2,800/month

FOR RENT
1200 N Nash Street #503 

$2,200/month

FOR RENT
1917 Great Falls Street 

$739,000

COMING SOON - FOR SALE


