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Boat club membership 
agrees to swap land  
with City Hall

By Erich WagnEr

 

 After three days of voting, 
members of the Old Dominion 
Boat Club ratified a deal with 
City Hall to trade their water-
front clubhouse for the nearby 
Beachcomber property.
 According to the terms of 
the agreement, the two parties 
will exchange properties by the 
year’s end. The boat club will 
remain where it is at the foot 
of King Street — rent-free — 
until a clubhouse is built at its 
new location at the corner of 
Prince Street and The Strand. 
City Hall has assured club of-
ficals that applications for de-
sign and construction permits 
will be fast-tracked.
 Over the course of the 
weekend vote, 413 of the 750 
members cast ballots. More 
than 80 percent — 335 mem-
bers — chose taking the deal. 
 Just 78 cast votes against 
the land swap.
 Club President Richard 
Banchoff is pleased the orga-
nization’s members got behind 
the deal, given the long shadow 
eminent domain has cast over 
negotiations with City Hall. 
Mayor Bill Euille indicated 
last fall that officials were will-
ing to use the controversial tool 
if the boat club’s leadership did 
not return to the negotiating 
table.
 “We all know why we’re 

here,” Banchoff said, referenc-
ing City Hall’s earlier threat 
to seize a portion of the club’s 
land. “But the majority of the 
members decided it was best 
to try to come up with a deal 
that made sense for the club. 
... Taking into account the fact 
that the city had the ability to 
force the issue, at the end of the 
day the city came together with 
the club and we came up with a 
pretty good agreement.”
 The boat club property — 
specifically its parking lot — 
has been a sticking point be-
tween city and club officials 
for years. The city wants the 
lot transformed into a public 

plaza called Fitzgerald Square, 
as detailed in the controversial 
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ALL SMILES Alison Avelar, 9, and her mother, Sandra, pay Four 
Mile Run Park a visit Sunday during the Arlandria Chirilagua Festi-
val. The rising fourth grader at Cora Kelly Elementary School joined 
throngs of revelers in celebrating the vibrant neighborhood and Latino 
culture. The annual event brings residents and visitors together with 
delicious food, music and games. 
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Done deal

local tEachEr sharEs liFE lEssons FroM rEality tV - pagE 8

We all know 
why we’re 

here. ... Taking into 
account the fact that 
the city had the ability 
to force the issue, at 
the end of the day the 
city came together 
with the club and we 
came up with a pretty 
good agreement.”

- Richard Banchoff 
President, Old 

Dominion Boat Club

Torpedo Factory officials 
optimistic city council 
will support renovation 
efforts next year

By KatiE callahan

 

 Though city councilors 
dealt the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center’s planned renovations 
a setback late last month, the 
organization’s CEO says the 
nonprofit’s supporters remain 
undeterred.
 When Eric Wallner, who 
took the reins at the local 
artists’ haven early in 2013, 
went into council cham-
bers looking for $137,000 to 
jump-start long sought reno-
vation work, he found out the 
request was for too much and 
came too late. He made the 
pitch weeks after city coun-
cilors had settled on a fiscal 
2015 budget.

 Wallner was told to wait 
until the fall to try again by 
city councilors wary of allo-
cating large sums of money 
outside of budget season. 
 “We’re always fundrais-
ing and planning but I think 
right now we’re focused on, 
‘How do we get the resources 
to build a solid architectural 
plan to envision what the 
building will look like?’” 
Wallner said. 
 The ambitious proposal 
he submitted to the city also 
included costs for new signs, 
programs and materials, 
more employees and market-
ing efforts. 
 Wallner wants a detailed 
renovation plan in place be-
fore soliciting potential bene-
factors. Vague ideas for the 
future will do little to attract 

SEE rEnoVation  | 11

Treading water

fiLe PHOTO
Much-needed renovations to the Torpedo Factory Art Center are 
on hold after city councilors tabled a request for financial support 
in June. The nonprofit’s CEO, Eric Wallner, is looking for other 
revenue streams, but remains hopeful city officials will eventually 
lend help. 
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

For additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.comFor additional information & Photos, Go To: www.ChristineGarner.com

Celebrating 25 Years Since 1988

Rosemont

Gracious 5 bed-
room, 3.5 bath, 4 
level brick colo-
nial with approx. 
6,000 sq. ft. of 
interior space. El-
egant 2 story foy-
er entry, generous 

room sizes, high ceilings and wonderful flow. Large 
eat-in kitchen with loads of counter and cabinet space 
with granite island and breakfast bar. Beautiful family 
room with fireplace and French doors to the fenced yard 
with a large brick. Upper level with 4 bedrooms and 2 
NEW full baths. Huge Master suite with vaulted ceil-
ings and amazing spa bath! Top level with office and 5th 
bedroom. Walk-out lower level features recreation room, 
full bath, sauna, bonus room and 2 car garage. Walking 
distance to 2 METROS shops & restaurants.

$1,375,000

The Time To Sell Is Now. Let Me Put My 25+ Years of  Experience to Work for You!

Del Ray/Cobblestone

Gorgeous 4 bed-
room, 3.5 bath co-
lonial located in a 
unique enclave of 
11 elegant homes. 
Spacious light 
filled rooms with 
9’ ceilings and 

a 2 story foyer. Living room with Palladium windows 
and formal dining room. Desirable open concept kitchen 
with SS appliances, granite island and counters with 
ample cabinet space. Sunny breakfast room with bay 
window steps down to family room with fireplace and 
French doors to the yard with patio. Upper level with 4 
large bedrooms including the Owner’s suite with newly 
updated luxury bath. Lower level with tall ceilings and 
outdoor egress features a huge recreation room with bar 
area, full bath and bonus room perfect for guests!    

$1,225,000

Price im
Provement

WooDbRiDge

Relax in your own Private Oasis! This 4 bedroom, 3 bath 
home on 3.09 acres has been totally updated inside and 
out. Sun filled kitchen with island opens to breakfast room 
with fireplace, skylights and access to large deck. Three 
main level bedrooms including the Master Suite with 3 
double closets. Spacious walk-out lower level with family 
room, 4th bedroom, full bath with heated floors and den 
with wood stove. Detached 3 car garage with upper level 
office, partially fenced yard for pets, woods and stream. 
Convenient to golf course, shopping and restaurants. 

$469,000

3+ Acres

olD toWn

Unique op-
portunity to 
own a prop-
erty on one of 
Old Town’s 
more presti-
gious blocks 
with a double 
lot. Circa 
1898 this 5 
bedroom 4 
bath Federal 

style brick home 1 block off KingSt. has approx 5,200 
sq ft of living space on a 4,500 sq ft double lot. Spacious 
rooms, high ceilings, original wood hardwood floors, 3 
fireplaces, side porch and sunroom. Two staircases to ac-
cess upper level with 5 bedrooms and 3 baths including 
the Master en suite bath, fireplace and side porch. 

$2,100,000

double lot

Del Ray

Beautifully updated 3 level, 3 
bedroom, 2.5 bath brick town-
house with attached garage 
just blocks from shops and 
restaurants on “The Avenue”!  
Inviting foyer entry with stairs 
to the main level with a de-
sirable open floor plan. The 
kitchen with granite breakfast 
bar has been reconfigured with 
a wall removed which allows 
unobstructed views of the 
dining room and living room. 

The living room features a wood burning fireplace with 
French doors to the fenced yard with deck. Upper level 
with 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths including the Master 
Suite and lovely en suite bath.  Main level half bath and 
lower level family room. 

$685,000

Del Ray

Spacious 5 bedroom, 3 bath 
home with nearly 3,500 sq ft of 
living space. Versatile floor plan 
with many recent updates, high 
ceilings, handsome wainscoting, 
crown moulding and hardwood 
floors on 2 levels. Gracious 
foyer entry with French doors 
to the living room with a wood 

burning fireplace. Family room and spacious eat-in kitchen 
with ample cabinet and counter space. Light filled mud 
room with window seat provides transition from outdoors 
to indoors. Upper level with 4 bedrooms including the 
Master bedroom. The 5th bedroom with full bath is on the 
main level and is ideal for guests. Finished lower level with 
recreation room. Professionally landscaped yard with gor-
geous elliptical stone patio and 2 Car GaraGe. Blocks 
to METRO, shops and restaurants on “The Avenue!”

$1,199,000

2 cAr GArAGe
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thE WEEKly BriEFing

PHOTOS/JameS HaLe

THE TOAST OF OLD TOWN Fans of Alexandria’s homegrown brewery swept through the city’s most 
historic neighborhood earlier this month as part of Port City Brewing Co.’s inaugural pub crawl. Six local 
restaurants and saloons participated, from relative newcomer Waterfront Market to the longstanding Union 
Street Public House. Organizers expected a good crowd, but said they did not anticipate the more than 400 
people who participated. 

Hotel Indigo planned for city shoreline
 As expected, Carr City 
Centers’ waterfront lodging 
house will be a Hotel Indigo.
 Representatives of the firm, 
better known as the Washing-
ton-based Carr Hospitality, let 
the cat out of the bag during a 
board of architectural review 
hearing last week, referring to 
the future structure as a Hotel 
Indigo during testimony at a 
routine hearing. 
 But Carr’s officials floated 
the concept several years ago, 
when the project — and the 
controversial waterfront rede-
velopment plan — remained 

in the early stages of planning.
 That much-contested re-
development plan, which un-
derwent heated debate as it 
worked its way through City 
Hall, called for at least two 
small hotels along the Po-
tomac’s edge. Carr’s five-sto-
ry, 121-room project — in the 
works for several years — is 
the first to be proposed since 
the plan earned city council’s 
approval. Despite stringent 
resident opposition, the hotel 
will go up along the 200 block 
of S. Union St. as planned.
 Another hotel is expected 

at Robinson Terminal North, 
which is one of two other sites 
— both owned by the Graham 
Holdings Co. — slated for re-
development. The southern 
terminal likely will become 
a mix of residential and retail 
development. That project has 
been spearheaded by EYA, a 
local real estate giant.
 Hotel Indigo is an Inter-
Continental Hotels Group 
brand and part of the same 
family as Crowne Plaza and 
Holiday Inn.

- Derrick Perkins

Indoor Storage – del ray

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.

Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building

M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available

 (703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Beagle? Shepherd? Hound? ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE ADOPTABLE PETS  
OF OUR CITY, PLEASE VISIT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg 

OR PHONE 704-746-4774.

 THANk YOU

You be the judge! Darling little “Green Bean”  is our 

year-old love-bug,  waiting for the perfect home where 

he can be the center of attention.

 Green Bean loves exploring, loves his toys and loves our 

Shelter staff.  He is a sweet little boy, shy at first, but 

warms up quickly when he gets acquainted.  A visit to 

the Shelter will confirm his charms, we promise.



4 | JuLy 24, 2014 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

criME

policE BEat
The following incidents occurred between July 16 and July 23.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

0 AssAults with A 
DeADly weApon 4 BreAking  

& enterings

38 thefts 17 Drug 
Crimes

Source: crimereports.com

22 AssAults 3 seXuAl 
offenses

3 VehiCle
thefts 1 roBBery

Safeway bandits headed behind bars

Former lawyer admits defrauding banks, clients

 A U.S. District Court judge 
last week sentenced two of the 
men behind last year’s brazen 
robbery of a Safeway grocery 
store in Old Town to multiple 
years in prison.
 Calvin Leon Lewis, 30, of 
Washington, got 35 years be-
hind bars after pleading guilty 
to two counts of using, carry-
ing and discharging a firearm 
during a crime of violence. 
Ray Allen Dicks, Jr., 26, of 
Capitol Heights, received 12 
years in prison for conspiracy 
to commit a robbery affecting 

interstate commerce after a 
jury convicted him in May.
 The pair were part of a 
team that held up the neigh-
borhood grocery store in No-
vember 2013. Two other men, 
Artemus Lamarr Riley and 
Louis Anthony Jackson, pre-
viously pleaded guilty to their 
involvement in the Safeway 
robbery as well as three addi-
tional heists in King George 
County. Both were sentenced 
to 35 years and ordered to pay 
$17,134 in restitution.
 Lewis also admitted his 

role in the robbery of the US 1 
Tobacco store in Woodbridge 
just a few days prior to the 
Safeway holdup. A store clerk 
suffered serious injuries after 
being shot in the head, authori-
ties said.
 The FBI’s Washington 
Field Office worked along-
side lawmen from Alexandria, 
Washington, and Prince Wil-
liam and King George coun-
ties during the course of the 
investigation. 

- Derrick Perkins

 A New York man pleaded 
guilty in federal district court 
earlier this month to defraud-
ing clients and financial insti-
tutions across Northern Vir-
ginia.
 Michael Eisner, 32, of 
Mastic, N.Y. used a variety of 
schemes to trick banks, his cli-
ents and lenders out of about 
$4.8 million, officials said. At 
the time, he was a practicing 
attorney and member of the 
Virginia State Bar. 
 In one case, he and co-
conspirator Mark Head opened 
a bank account in the name 
of another individual, us-

ing it to issue checks to his 
law firm. Eisner then depos-
ited the checks at other banks 
and quickly withdrew about 
$350,000 before anyone real-
ized the fraudulent account 
had no more than $20 in it, ac-
cording to authorities. 
 In another scheme, he paid 
off automobile loans with bad 
checks and collected the ve-
hicles’ titles, officials said. 
Before the lender realized the 
fraud, Eisner sold the automo-
biles to CarMax, pocketing the 
profit.
 Finally, Eisner admitted 
stealing from his clients. As an 

example, officials said Eisner 
was hired to set up a $300,000 
trust account for a customer 
going through a bankruptcy 
proceeding. Instead, Eisner 
pocketed the money. 
 Indicted in May, Eisner 
pleaded guilty to wire fraud 
and conspiracy to commit wire 
fraud, which carries a maxi-
mum sentence of 20 years in 
prison.
 Head, his accomplice, 
pleaded guilty earlier this year.
 Eisner’s sentencing is 
scheduled for October.

- Derrick Perkins

TimesIn Your

 To enter, email promotions@alextimes.com with your 
answer or write to 110 S. Pitt St., Alexandria, VA 22314. One 
winner will be chosen at random from the winning entries sub-
mitted before noon Tuesday. A different photo and hint will be 
featured each week between now and the end of summer, so 
keep your eyes open as you meander around Alexandria!

Sponsored By:

Here in Alexandria, this water can be 
found
Where a variety of frogs, geese, ducks 
and fish abound.
Fishermen say there are many fish--
without a doubt--
As they reel in their catches of bass, 
catfish and trout.
The waters are calm and peaceful but 
big waves are near.
This lovely spot was created due to 
flooding fears.

win Two TickeTs  
on THe wATeR TAXi seRVice  

To THe nATionAL MALL! 
Identify the photo below and where it  

was taken for a chance to win. 

Potomac RiveRboat comPanyPotomac RiveRboat comPany

National Mall Water Taxi

Departs Alexandria, Va + National Harbor, Md.

miss soPhie

Enjoy the best view of the monuments
this summer on the Potomac!

See our website for more details.
www.potomacriverboatco.com | 703-684-0580

wHeRe AM i? #9

Congratulations to last week’s winner, Susan Aronstam,  
who correctly identified the clue as Gerald Ford Park  

at the corner of Janney’s Lane & Quaker Lane.
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Waterfront developer 
seeks to alleviate 
concerns, partner  
with local businesses

By DErricK pErKins

 

 Representatives of regional 
developer and real estate giant 
EYA sought to woo local busi-
ness owners and enlist their 
help as the company prepares 
to reshape a large portion of 
the city’s waterfront.
 Packed into restaurateur 
Jody Manor’s dockside eatery, 
the Waterfront Market, shop 
owners, artisans and nonprofit 
leaders — among others — 
listened intently Monday as 
A.J. Jackson, a senior vice 
president with EYA, outlined 
the developer’s plans for Rob-
inson Terminal South. If the 
redevelopment project gets 
City Hall’s OK, a mix of up-
scale condominiums, restau-
rants and shops will replace 
the timeworn waterfront ware-
house complex.
 “We’re engaging the busi-
ness community, the art com-
munity, the neighbors,” Jack-
son said after a brief question 
and answer session. “This is 
part of our overall outreach ef-
fort. A lot of people are inter-
ested in what happens with the 
waterfront.”
 That’s an understatement. 
With few exceptions, wa-
terfront redevelopment has 
served as a major point of 
contention since officials be-
gan planning the future of the 
city’s shoreline in earnest sev-
eral years ago.
 The southern terminal, 
like it’s northern counterpart, 
is one of three riverside sites 
targeted for redevelopment in 
the city’s controversial water-
front plan. The third location, 
the 200 block of S. Union St., 
is slated to become a boutique 
hotel — with 150 rooms or 
less — as likely will Robinson 
Terminal North.

 EYA’s vision for the south-
ern warehouse complex in-
cludes 96 luxury residences, 
a 5,800-square-foot riverside 
restaurant, commercial space, 
a waterfront promenade and 
refurbished pier featuring a 
seasonal cafe, boat slips and 
public art. The project also 
includes a 3,300-square-foot 
space for a second restaurant 
or retail outlet. 
 The undertaking, which 
EYA representatives plan to 
bring to City Hall in the fall 
for approval, also will extend 
The Strand from Duke Street 
to South Union Street, con-
necting the two thoroughfares 
in an L-shaped fashion.
 Unlike redevelopment proj-
ects at the northern terminal 
and along the 200 block of S. 
Union St., this has so far drawn 
little criticism. Even noted 
waterfront plan opponent Bert 
Ely, co-chair of Friends of the 
Alexandria Waterfront, offered 
supportive words for the pro-
posal when EYA unveiled it 
earlier this year.
 “[High-end residential] is 
what I think is going to make 
the most sense down there,” 
Ely said at the time. “It re-
flects the value of the land and 
will be a moneymaker for the 
city. I think the city has tended 
to overrate the value of com-
mercial relative to high-end 

residential in that area.”
 Traffic and parking issues 
likely will remain a concern, 
though. And Jackson sought to 
alleviate other potential fears 
during Monday’s get-together. 
Patrick McMahon, owner of 
Old Town Editions, a nearby 
digital printmaking business, 
worried vibrations from pile 
driving could disrupt area 
merchants and residents.  
 He also wanted to know 
whether local artisans could 
have first dibs on any salvage-
able material pulled from the 
site. 
 “It’s all in good fun: Grab 
something that somebody else 
is discarding. For me, it’s not a 
business, it’s a pleasure,” Mc-
Mahon said later, vowing to 
follow up on his request with 
EYA officials. “I’d love to 
take a look and see what I can 
get. You’d be surprised what’s 
hidden in the corners, that’s 
been left or stored there.”
 McMahon left the gather-
ing pleased. He, like others, 
came to meet his new neigh-
bors and put a face to a name. 
He said he supports the proj-
ect, as long as it respects the 
waterfront’s history. 
 EYA, which is behind a 
slew of local projects, like the 
Oronoco and Ford’s Landing, 
will continue its outreach effort. 
Jackson ended his presentation 
with a pitch to business owners, 
asking them to encourage their 
patrons to take the company’s 
online survey on the project as 
it moves forward. 
 Manor, who introduced 
the EYA team, described it as 
a critical point for Alexandria 
and a time when business lead-
ers need to embrace the ambi-
tious redevelopment plan.
 “This is such a historic 
moment in our city, to help re-
store our historic waterfront,” 
he said. “It really is important 
that the small business com-
munity comes together to 
make this happen.”

At the river’s edge

image/CiTy Of aLexandria 
EYA’s plans for Robinson Ter-
minal South call for replacing 
existing warehouses with luxury 
condominiums, at least one 
restaurant and retail space.

Monty Python’s SPAMALOT    8/2 - 8/23

Come see the show that raises silliness to 
an art form! Winner of three Tony Awards, 
including one for Best Musical, this musical 
comedy sensation, “lovingly ripped off 
from” the 1975 film Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail, is an irreverent parody of the tale 
of King Arthur and his Knights of the Round 

Table as they embark on a quest for the Holy Grail. Witty songs, 
loopy characters, and a sprinkling of Broadway theatre parodies 
promise an evening of merriment and good cheer at LTA!

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496  
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m
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Northern Virginia 
lawmaker among those 
blacklisted by Moscow

By DErricK pErKins

 

 U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-
8) is among 13 Americans 
no longer welcome in Rus-
sia, apparently in retaliation 
for similar travel restrictions 
Washington placed upon offi-
cials there and in Crimea.
 The group of banned U.S. 
officials includes several in-
volved in the Abu Ghraib pris-
oner abuse scandal as well as 
those connected to the Guan-
tanamo Bay detention facility. 
For his part, Moran believes 
his work in blocking the U.S. 
from buying Rosoboronex-
port-made helicopters earned 
him a spot on the blacklist.
 The Russian arms dealer is 
a major supplier to the Assad 
regime in Syria, Moran said in 

a statement.
 The former Alexandria 
mayor also joined lawmakers 
on both sides of the aisle in 
urging Secretary of Defense 
Chuck Hagel to cut ties with 
Rosoboronexport partially in 
response to the ongoing crisis 
in the Ukraine. That group in-
cluded Congresswomen Rosa 
DeLauro (D-Conn.) and Kay 
Granger (R-Texas). 
 Moran used the announce-
ment of his persona non grata 
status in Russia to urge Mos-
cow to take responsibility for 
the downing of a Malaysian 
Airlines jet last week. The jet-
liner crashed with 298 passen-
gers and crew in a contested 
area of war-torn Ukraine after 
getting hit by a surface-to-air 
missile, officials said.
 “While this does clarify my 
overseas travel plans, it seems 
that [President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s] regime would be better 

served by addressing the con-
sequences of encouraging and 
enabling Donetsk separatists 
to perform such a heinous act 
of cold blooded cruelty or ut-
ter incompetence that resulted 
in the mass murder of nearly 
300 innocent civilians,” he 
said.
 While the pro-Western gov-
ernment in Kiev, Ukrainian 
separatists and Moscow have 
blamed one another for the 
tragedy, U.S. officials — in-
cluding Secretary of State John 
Kerry — cite mounting evi-
dence that the Russian-backed 
breakaway movement is re-
sponsible for the tragedy.
 As international outrage 
grew this week, wreckage from 
the craft, as well as the victims’ 
bodies, increasingly appeared 
to be used as negotiating chips 
in the diplomatic showdown. 
Reporters on the scene in the 
days after the crash reported 

seeing ill-equipped and poorly-
trained recovery crews moving 
among the debris, with separat-
ists accused of rifling through 
the victims’ belongings and 
carrying off evidence.
 It was the turmoil in Ukraine 
that first prompted Washington 
in March to ban 12 officials in 

Moscow and Crimea from en-
tering the U.S. The Washington 
Post reported on Sunday that 
Moscow’s subsequent travel 
ban seems a direct response.
 Moran’s office noted that 
the Northern Virginia Demo-
crat had no plans to visit Rus-
sia anyway.

Moran persona non grata in Russia

Simone marchand singing  
Edith Piaf songs every Friday night 

Whole Maine Lobster  
Dinner $17.95

Not valid with other offers

Special Dinner for Two $34
6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. (in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues)

Your choice of 2 entrées and 1 bottle  
of red or white wine selected by the house 

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314  
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010  •  Open 7 Days a Week

Au Pied de CochonFrom the founder of

It’s our  
Third YEAR!

While this does clarify my overseas 
travel plans, it seems that [President 

Vladimir Putin’s] regime would be better 
served by addressing the consequences 
of encouraging and enabling Donetsk 
separatists to perform such a heinous act of 
cold blooded cruelty or utter incompetence 
that resulted in the mass murder of nearly 
300 innocent civilians.”

- U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8)
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CommonWealth One

70th
Anniversary

$700,000

Accept The Challenge!

Purchasing Or Re�nancing
 Your Home?

For rates and to apply online, 
visit cofcu.org/mortgage

Up to $1,500 closing cost discount OR
.25% interest rate discount

Save even more with our 5/5 Adjustable Rate 
Mortgage (ARM) Specials.  Choose from:

Not A Member? Not A Problem!
Students, family members, faculty, and sta� of
Alexandria City Public Schools can join.
It’s easy and convenient to bank with CommonWealth One.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are subject to change at any time. Subject to approval.  All credit union rates and terms are based upon the evaluation of applicant credit. Your actual rate may vary. 
5/5 Special Offer valid through August 31, 2014 on mortgage purchasesor refinances closed with CommonWealth One and Member Advantage Mortgage. Existing loans do not qualify. Members cannot 
receive cash back from this offer. Rate must be locked in by August 31, 2014 to qualify for the special offer. Member Advantage Mortgage LLC, Mortgage Lender MC-5045, NMLS ID#1557.

Open an account online at cofcu.org or call (703) 823-5211 
4875 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

‘The Skeleton Crew’ follows 
Internet sleuths dedicated 
to solving cold cases

By tErri schlichEnMEyEr

 You can’t find your keys. 
Again.
 It happens every now and 
then: You get distracted and 
place them where they don’t 
belong. Then you spend an 
hour looking for them.
 Fortunately, you always 
find them because they won’t 
travel far without you. But, as 
you’ll see in the new nonfiction 
book “The Skeleton Crew” by 
Deborah Halber, some things 
go missing for a lot longer.
 Wilbur Riddle, a well-drill-
er in May 1968, was waiting 

for a job to start when he no-
ticed a canvas sack on a stone 
slab just off Kentucky’s Route 
25. As he got closer, he could 
see that something was inside. 
 Then he could smell it. 
 Inside he found a girl, 
curled up and bound tight 
with a rectangular bit of white 
cloth over her shoulder. She 
was long dead — long enough 
that identifiable features were 
nearly gone. Without a name 
to attach to the body, the media 
dubbed her Tent Girl.
 The case of Tent Girl drew 
Halber in, the author said. 
 If you’re a fan of TV detec-
tive shows, you might think 
that the world is littered with 
unidentified bodies. And Hal-
ber says there are “shockingly 

large numbers of them out 
there.” 
 A survey done several 
years ago indicated “more than 
13,000 sets” of unidentified 
bones moldering in morgues, 
but one estimate places the 
number as being nearly three 
times higher. While “many 
people are unaware of the ex-
tent of the problem,” a fierce 
group of folks are well ac-
quainted with the issue.
 Lurking online under 
pseudonyms and handles that 
often belie their age and gen-
der, these people spend hours 
“obsessed” with matching 
data for missing persons with 
those from unidentified bod-
ies. Often sneered at by local 
police (and sometimes totally 

ignored), this “Skeleton Crew” 
has solved decades-old cold 
cases, given names to corpses 
anonymously buried and of-
fered closure to families of 
people who vanished genera-
tions ago.
 They’ve solved murders 
in Missouri. They’ve identi-
fied vagrants in Las Vegas. 
They’ve closed cold cases in 
Canada. And in a situation that 
launched a career, one man as-
certained the identity of Tent 
Girl.
 You know you’ve got a 
great read in your hands when, 
on page two, you mourn that 
the book will end. That’s what 
happened when I read “The 
Skeleton Crew.”
 With a mystery/true crime/
science mix of facts and detec-
tive stories, author Deborah 
Halber explains how mod-
ern technology and amateur 
sleuthing is helping put to rest 

long forgotten — or ignored — 
cases. Along the way, Halber 
tours morgues and backrooms, 
lurks near an exhumation and 
tries her hand at solving one 
of New England’s best-known 
mysteries.
 On that one, she learns that 
there’s some information best 

SEE BooKWorM | 8

Connecting the dots
thE BooKWorM

“The Skeleton Crew”  
by Deborah Halber

c.2014, Simon & Schuster 
$25.00 / $28.99 Canada 

240 pages
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Music teacher and reality 
show hopeful imparts life 
lessons on students

By KatiE callahan

 After getting turned down 
at an audition for a hit reality 
show like “The Voice,” most 
people would throw in the tow-
el, but not James K. Polk Ele-
mentary School music teacher, 
Gabriel Dart. 
 Dart decided to try out after 
channel surfing one night last 
year. He saw a woman perform 
The Black Crowes song “She 
Talks to Angels,” and thought 
he could do better. 
 Dart traveled to New York 
that July and belted out that 
song during his first audition. 
For the chance to sing 40 sec-
onds of the ’90s hit single, he 
waited in line for eight hours. 
 No dice.
 “I was really proud of how I 

sang. The producer thought dif-
ferently,” he recalled.
 Undeterred, he traveled to 
Philadelphia in January of this 
year for another shot, and then 
decided to try again when the 
show came through Washing-
ton in June.
 This time, though, Dart 
got a call from the show’s tal-
ent scouts about an hour after 
he signed up for the audition. 
They recognized his name 
from their database and of-
fered him a callback at a Falls 
Church recording studio.
 Dart’s repertoire consisted 
of four songs he practiced with 
his friend and band mate, key-
boardist Chris Cohoon. The fi-
nal selection was culled from a 
list of more than 60 tunes.
 There was Fiona Apple’s 
“Criminal,” “I’ll Follow You” 
by Shinedown, Passenger’s 
“Stare Away the Dark” and, of 
course, “She Talks to Angels.”

 There was no wait in line 
this time. But the outcome was 
the same.
 For Dart, who prides him-
self as a vocalist, defeat was 
hard to swallow a third time. 
But that’s life, he said.
 “[My students] got to see it, 
they got to see me go through 
the process and be excited for 
me, and be disappointed for 
me,” he said. “They know it’s 
a fact of life. You can’t always 
get what you want, but you 
keep trying. You have to per-
sist.”
 When he went back to his 
students, Dart got an all too fa-
miliar question: Are you going 
to do it again? Of course, he re-
plied. 
 “I have absolutely nothing 
to lose and everything to gain,” 
he said. “I learned so much 
about myself as a singer in pre-

now to July 31

BOUTIQUES UP LATE Every Thurs-
day, the Old Town Boutique District bou-
tiques will be open until 8 p.m. to take 
advantage of the longer daylight hours. 
In addition, block parties throughout Old 
Town will introduce the community to 
the Boutiques Up Late initiative.
Time: Stores open until 8 p.m., block 
parties from 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: www.oldtownboutique-
district.com/ai1ec_event/boutiques-
up-late/

now to august 3

SYMBOLIC SPACES Francie 
Hester’s newest exhibit examines time 
as fluid and without a beginning or end 
through her use of steel, aluminium, 
paint, wax and pigment.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m. Thursdays, 
Fridays and Sundays; 1 to 4 p.m.
Saturdays 
Location: Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

now to august 7

JANE AUSTEN DANCE CLASS 
In preparation for the Jane Austen Ball 
on August 9, learn 18th-century English 
country dancing from expert instructors. 
Reservations recommended. Tickets 
cost $12 per class or $30 for all three.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
shop.alexandriava.gov

now to august 31

SIT DOWN AND TAKE A STAND: 
THE SAMUEL W. TUCKER EXHI-
BITION This exhibition focuses on the 
life of famed civil rights attorney Samuel 
Wilbert Tucker and the historic 1939 sit-
in at a city library. This exhibition is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356 or www.
alexandriava.gov/blackhistory

now to september 26

BASEBALL BOAT TO NATION-
ALS PARK Take a Potomac Riverboat 
Co. ferry across the Potomac River to 
catch the Washington Nationals at 80 
percent of home games. Tickets are $15 
one way or $25 for a round trip.
Time: Various
Location: Alexandria Marina, 1 
Cameron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or www.
baseballboat.com

July 24

CHAMPAGNE AND FOOD TAST-
INGS Visitors sample champagne and 
gourmet food pairings from Balducci’s 
executive chefs as the market hosts the 
Veuve Clicquot “Mail Truck.”
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: Balducci’s Alexandria Food 
Lover’s Market, 600 Franklin Ave.
Information: www.balduccis.com

July 25

FARWELL MR. GADSBY HAPPY 
HOUR In commemoration of Mr. John 
Gadsby announcing he was selling the 
Tavern’s lease and moving to Baltimore 
in 1808, come and celebrate while 
socializing and having 18th-century fun. 
With a $10 donation, guests receive two 
drink tickets.
Time: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern

MARKET SQUARE CONCERT  
A free concert by the Alexandria Citizens 
Band in front of City Hall.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-5592

July 26-27

MUSTER THE MILITIA WEEK-
END Learn more about Alexandria’s 
role and occupation in the War of 
1812 at historic houses and museums 
throughout the city all weekend. Also 
available are free 1812 walking tours 
from the Market Square on Saturday 
from 1 p.m. onwards.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Various throughout Old Town
Information: www.dcwarof1812.org or 
www.visitalexandriava.com/1812.

July 27

FAMILY DAY Junior docents from 
grades four through seven lead a tour of 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, featuring a 
look at the tavern’s ice well. Admission is 

scEnE arounD toWn

COurTeSy PHOTO
Local music teacher Gabriel Dart has auditioned multiple times for the hit reality TV show “The 
Voice,” though without sucess. Still, he remains undeterred and is turning his determination into a 
classroom lesson. 

calEnDar  

To have your event 
considered for our calendar 

listings, please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

SEE Dart | 17

SEE calEnDar | 19

Bringing ‘The Voice’ 
into the classroom

left buried.
 If you tend to get a little 
queasy, this isn’t the book for 

you. It’s graphic and gruesome, 
but oh-so-fascinating and hard 
to put down. When it comes 
to your “Books to Read” pile, 
“The Skeleton Crew” is one 
that shouldn’t be missing.

BooKWorM 
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GREAT
DOCTORS

MAKE 
GREAT

HOSPITALS.
What makes a great hospital? The size of the buildings? The number of beds? Here at Virginia 

Hospital Center, we believe it’s about great physicians. And our physicians are the reason why

we’ve been named one of the 100 Top Hospitals in America. Virginia Hospital Center has also

been named one of the 50 Top Cardiovascular Hospitals in America. The Virginia Hospital Center

Physician Group includes many Primary Care practices, all of which are accepting new patients.

To find one that’s right for you or to request an appointment, visit vhcphysiciangroup.com.

2014

VHC 0441suburbanPG1_Layout 1  7/7/14  3:08 PM  Page 1
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sports

 

 
Aces home games are 

played at Frank Mann Field 
at Four Mile Run Park, 

located at 3700 
Commonwealth Avenue in 
Alexandria, behind Cora 

Kelly School 
 

Check us out on Social Media 

Facebook: Alexandria Aces 

Twitter: Alexandria_Aces 

Instagram: Alexandria_Aces  

www.alexandriaaces.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Upcoming Events 

- Saturday July 26th 
Alexandria Yellow Cab 
Sponsor Night 7pm 

 
 

 
Upcoming Home Games 

     Tuesday July 22nd 7pm 

     Saturday July 26th 7pm 

    Playoffs July 28th-Aug 2nd  

       

      

Taiwanese boxers hone  
their skills in the Port City

By JiM McElhatton

 

 Taiwan’s national boxing 
coach, Ko Wen Ming, always 
brings his camera along when he 
jogs through Alexandria.
 He’s amazed by the archi-
tecture and the painted colors of 
the city. He likes the blues, reds 
and oranges and thinks to himself 
that one day, perhaps, he’d like to 
build a house back home in Tai-
wan like those he sees in the Port 
City.
 For now though, he’s in town 
building something else: Olympic 
contenders.
 Under Ko, the Taiwan nation-
al youth boxing team has been 
training at the Alexandria Boxing 
Gym for the past three weeks, a 
gym rich in talent. It is home to 
amateur youth boxing champions 
like Troy Isley and Iesha Kenney, 

as well as professional fighter 
Antoine “Action” Douglas, who 
is 14-0 and headlining a fight on 
Showtime on July 25.
 “We communicate with them 
a little bit by language but mostly 
by actions,” Douglas said. “We 
joke around. We’re getting along 
great.”
 Still, for a group of young 
fighters from Taiwan in their 
teens, stepping foot in the gym 
run by local trainer Dennis Porter 
might seem a little intimidating at 
first. But Ko said everyone in the 
place has been welcoming.
 “The training here is very dif-
ferent,” Ko said, with local boxer 
and Taiwan team member Dara 
Shen acting as interpreter. “The 
style here is very passionate. So 
you see that in all of the training 
and sparring.”
 The youth team wasn’t sup-
posed to come to the Porty City. 
They had been headed to train at 
the U.S. Olympic facility in Colo-

rado Springs, but learned it was 
booked up and there was no room 
left. Shen then arranged for the 
team to come to where she trains 
in Alexandria instead.
 The Americans and Taiwanese 
fighters aren’t trying to change 
each other’s styles during the one-
month joint training camp. But 
they say the mere fact of being 
exposed to different boxing strat-
egies can only help them in the 
ring.
 There’s no talk here of one 
style being better than another, 
but rather of an appreciation for 
the diversity of the sport.
 “They come here not to change 
but to add to their repertoire,” said 
Shen, who has dual citizenship 
and won gold in the U.S. National 
Championships earlier this year.
 There are four fighters from 
Taiwan here training — two boys 
(Po Wei Tu and Shao Hui He) and 

Studying abroad

PHOTO/SuSan HaLe THOmaS   
Nien Chin Chen practices keeping her balance while throwing punches under the tutelage of Alexandria trainer Kay 
Koroma. Chen is one of several members of Taiwan’s youth national boxing team temporarily training in the Port City. 

SEE Boxing | 11
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private capital, he said.
 Even though city council-
ors rejected his first proposal, 
Wallner took heart in their 
request that he return before 
them. Though it may not seem 
so on the surface, they still 
have faith in the Torpedo Fac-
tory, he said.
 “We’re really fortunate that 
the city is supporting us in our 
efforts,” Wallner said. “We’re 
looking forward to creating a 
great waterfront experience for 
visitors.” 
 A nonprofit since 2011, 
the Torpedo Factory draws 
on many different sources 
for funding. They applied for 
about 20 grants this past fis-
cal year and were awarded 
$7,940 from the Alexandria 
Commission for the Arts. The 
center’s art board also re-
ceived $25,000 from the city’s 
marketing fund. The Torpedo 
Factory will launch an end-of-
the-year fundraising campaign 
which will send personalized 
messages to existing or pr-
spective supporters and em-
ploy social media campaigns 

like Giving Tuesday. 
 For the last three years, 
the Torpedo Factory Art Cen-
ter Board has participated in 
Spring2Action and next year is 
no exception.
 The real challenge has been 
developing relationships with 
corporate sponsors. 
 “We’re new to this,” Wall-
ner said. “We are just starting 
this [capital improvement ef-
fort]. It takes a long time to get 
the momentum and get on peo-
ple’s radars that you’re looking 
for the funding.”
 Marian Van Landingham, 
who led the effort in the 1970s 
to create the center, said the 
Torpedo Factory’s artists and 
supporters are playing the 
waiting game in the meantime.
 Until the city’s budget sea-
son begins again, the factory 
will be supported by artists’ 
rents, leasing the space for pri-
vate events, selling souvenirs 
and revenue collected from 
Bread and Chocolate’s cafe.
 “The factory will go on do-
ing what it’s been doing, which 
is attracting over 500,000 peo-
ple a year,” Van Landingham 
said. “The kinds of things we 
want to improve, like signs and 
things like that, will just be put 

on hold for a while.”
 But a few of the artists are 
fed up with the center’s lack 
of upkeep. Three decades have 
passed since the building’s last 
renovation.
 Common complaints were 
the dirty third-floor windows, 
the belief that many tourists 
don’t know where the factory 

is located because of poor sig-
nage, intermittent problems 
with the air conditioning and 
heating system, and the wear 
and tear on the bathrooms.
 Renovations made within 
the past year include painted 
ceilings, replaced sliding doors 
and improvements to the back 
entrance. 

 Virginia Irby-Maxwell, an 
artist at the factory for the past 
32 years, said the center is long 
overdue for tender, loving care. 
What that will be, she does not 
know. But change is needed.
 “It needs to liven up some,” 
she said. “It needs more ad-
vertising. It’s been through so 
much over the years.”

Boxing 

FROM | 10

rEnoVation 

FROM | 1

Enjoy the Carefree  
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come 

to call the Hermitage home—the chance to 
experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities.  Just ask resident John Mutchler, who 
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance 
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social 
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb 
dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, and an 
overall feeling of caring and security that comes with 
living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health 
care and supportive services are available right here, if 
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h

Call  
703-797-3814  

to schedule  
a tour of our 
beautifully 
appointed 

apartments. 
h

“I’ve made a lot  
of good friends  
since moving to  
the Hermitage.” 

—John Mutchler  

two girls (Nien Chin Chen and 
Hsiao Wen Huang) — but each 
has his or her own training 
partner, too.
 The 17-year-old Chen has 
only been boxing since age 
14, but she’s already made a 
name for herself, claiming the 
country’s first gold in an inter-
national competition last year. 
The China Post, the first Eng-
lish-language newspaper in 
Taiwan, noted her “speed and 
explosive force.”
 “It’s different here, but I’m 
learning a lot,” said Chen.
 Ron Simms, a longtime 
boxing trainer who has been 
helping the visitors, said the 

American and Taiwanese 
styles are markedly differ-
ent. He added the American 
fighters could learn a thing or 
two from the visiting boxers, 
whose discipline and team-
work is on constant display.
 The gym’s guests are set to 
leave town at the end of July, 
but Alexandria’s fighters will 
continue to keep an eye on how 
their onetime training partners 
on the other side of the world 
are faring, knowing that per-
haps they played a small but 
important part in their eventual 
successes.
 “The American style is more 
of [a] pro style,” Shen said. 
“But the new amateur rules 
are modeled after the pro style, 
so this exposure can only help 
them.”
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By Mary g. pEpitonE 

 Today, creating a dorm-
away-from-home requires little 
more than a simple college try. 
Many university dormitories 
are often more akin to colle-
giate cells, with white walls 
and institutional furniture de-
sign that doesn’t always make 
the grade.
 But now, manufacturers, 
designers and retailers are mak-
ing it easier to adorn a dorm, 
despite residential rules that 
often forbid painting or nailing 

walls. Students can bring a bit 
of home into the dorms, says 
Stephanie Hayman, spokes-
woman for Dormify, an online 
store that offers dorm accesso-
ries and design advice and has 
offices in New York City and 
Washington, D.C.
 “College is usually the first 
time an individual lives away 
from home, and a person’s 
dorm room should be a person-
alized place to relax, study and 
hang out with friends,” Hay-
man says. “A dorm room can 
really be a person’s first home-

away-from-home, and its look 
often gives an initial impres-
sion that reflects who you are.” 
 The key to room-and-board 
bliss starts with communica-
tion between roommates be-
fore move-in weekend. Even if 
your roommate’s style is a bit 
country, while you’re a little 
bit rock ‘n’ roll, Hayman says 
you should be able to agree on 
the most elemental level.
 “If nothing else, pick a 
single unifying color for your 

SEE DorM | 13

at home
Dorm sweet home

E u r o p E a n  H a n d c r a f t E d  f u r n i t u r E ,  a n t i q u E s  &  V i n t a g E  a c c E s s o r i E s

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE
on everything in the store!

 European Country Living   �   1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314      TEL (703) 778-4172      OnLinE ShopECL.com

SUPER SUMMER SALE We’re Social
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

PHOTO/dOrmify
Cool down your dorm room design with shades of blue. In Dormify’s 
Coastline Duvet set, Palm Springs designer Trina Turk links blue hues 
with pinky corals for a crisp, nautical look. Bedding set starts at $140. 

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

hoME oF thE WEEK

 Enjoy waterfront living at 
its best in this unique complex 
of homes that offers a mix of 
architectural styles, brick-
paved walks, interior court-
yard gardens and a riverfront 
promenade.  
 This cosmopolitan brick 
residence, located on a corner 
of Fords Landing, combines 
sophistication with conve-
nience and privacy. You will 
delight in the sights of river 
traffic, which is visible from 

every level of this home.
 Exquisite sunlight perme-
ates this professionally deco-
rated Henry model, where 
hardwood floors and deep 
crown moulding provide unity. 
The main level features a liv-
ing room with fireplace and 
surrounding built-ins, a large 
dining room — both with riv-
er views — a large, updated 
kitchen with a window seat 
that adjoins the family room, 
which has access to the deck.

  This three-bedroom, three-
and-a-half bath garage town-
house includes a spacious mas-
ter suite with abundant closet 
space. It also boasts a lower 
level recreation room, which 
feature a walk out to the patio, 
with a fireplace and built-ins.
 With waterfront living a rar-
ity in Alexandria, this home of-
fers the conveniences of 21st-
century living and the luxury 
of a cosmopolitan lifestyle in a 
historic waterfront setting.

Down by the Potomac riverside

At a Glance:
Location: 709 Kahn Place,  
Alexandria, VA 22314

Neighborhood: Fords Landing
Price: $1,445,000
Bedrooms: 3
Baths: 3.5

Levels: 4
Built: 1998
Contact: Donna Cramer,  
McEnearney Associates, Inc., 703.627.9578

PHOTO/d.S. CreaTive grOuP 
A sun-drenched living room faces out toward the Potomac River.
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Dorm sweet home
room, so it can look cohesive 
and put-together,” she says. 
“On the other end of the spec-
trum, roommates sometimes 
purchase decorative items to-
gether: two reversible comfort-
ers, each bed with a different 
side showing and coordinated 
pillows.”
 Style doesn’t have to be 
costly, but you need to have 
a plan to make a space come 
together. Hayman also says to 
coordinate who will bring the 
futon, minifridge and televi-
sion. 
 “Don’t bring in large items 
unless they can be used by 
roommates and have a place 
in the space,” Hayman says. 
“Most dorm rooms come with 
furniture, so you don’t need to 
overthink that. It’s what you do 
with the existing furniture that 
transforms a room.”
 When it comes to dorm 
rooms, bringing in bigger 
items isn’t better. While the 

floor’s square footage doesn’t 
change, you can maximize the 
space you have by thinking 
vertically. 
 “Use Dormify’s bed risers 
(set of four, $19.99), to create 
storage space underneath the 
bed,” Hayman says. “Or, loft 
your beds to put seating or a 
storage unit below the beds.”
 Good dorm design begins 
from the ground up. 
 “A rug unifies a color theme 
and sets the stage for what’s 
happening in the room,” Hay-
man says. “It also helps to 
warm the space underfoot and 
absorbs sound, which is impor-
tant when living in the dorms.” 
 Many bath and bedding 
retailers are offering coor-
dinated collections for the 
school set with free shipping 
or delivery directly to a dorm 
room. Co-eds can choose from 
themed room collections that 
range from nautical to bohe-
mian with metallic to floral 
accents. 
 “While most girls are fo-
cused on how the room looks, 
we find that most boys are about 

comfort first,” Hayman says. 
 Achieve both a good look 
and a good nook by placing the 
long side of standard-issue bed 
against the wall, so it can also 
be used as seating when piled 
with pillows. Solve storage 
problems and gain more living 
space by stowing the standard 
stand-alone dresser inside the 
closet.
 While furniture and walls 
are in neutral tones, the colors 
of pillows and draperies enliven 
and soften the space. Use washi 
tape — brightly colored paper 
tape that removes without resi-
due — to hang posters or art-
work. Large graphic decals or 
temporary peel-and-stick wall-
paper that adheres to walls like 
contact paper can become an in-
stant focal point Also, bring life 
into the space by having small 
pots of flowers.
 Shed real light on home-
work by not relying on an 
overhead fluorescent for read-
ing. Use desk lamps to not only 
illuminate your work surface, 
but to also add a personalized, 
stylish accent that dresses up 

any dorm room.
 Although it may be difficult 
to initially transform a dorm 
room into a home for the next 
school year, this “rented” space 
also offers a new lease on life. 
 “Moving into a dorm room 
has never been easier, with the 
help of online design boards 

and social media contacts,” 
Hayman says. “But nothing is a 
substitute for the human expe-
rience of leaving home and go-
ing to college. The friendships 
you make during your college 
years can last a lifetime — and 
often those first meetings hap-
pen in dorm rooms.”

DorM 
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PHOTO/dOrmify
Comfort and cool can both live in men’s dorm rooms. Dormify’s Black Diamond and Stripe Bed Set is revers-
ible with grey diamonds on one side and bold stripes on the other at $69. For a loft look, install temporary 
brick wallpaper ($98/roll) and hang graphic posters with washi or painter’s tape. 

Shop Around 
the Corner

a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria times

901 King St. Ste 101, Alexandria, VA 22314 | (571) 451-4833
strikerpierce.com

Alexandria’s premier investigations and solutions firm.

Local, nationwide & international investigations  
Online fraud investigations • Corporate Counterfeiting Investigations  

to support IP litigation Support • (Witness Services) Interviewing  
& Information Elicitation • Competitor Intelligence Collection  

• Reputation Attack • Investigations & mitigation (traditional & online)  
• Employee & Executive Background Checks
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To the editor:
 Earlier this month, recent 
college graduate Erin Parker 
argued that university stu-
dents owe U.S. Sen. Mark 
Warner (D-Va.) their thanks 
(“College students owe Mark 
Warner a debt of gratitude,” 
July 3).
 I beg to differ. 
 Don’t get me wrong, the 
Employer Participation in 
Refinancing Act, introduced 
by Warner and cosponsored 
by senators John Thune (R-
S.D.) and Kelly Ayotte (R-
N.H.), is a good, bipartisan 
bill that utilizes market av-

enues to help rein in student 
debt. The problem is that 
Warner has a habit of making 
these bipartisan gestures but 
then siding with President 
Barack Obama and Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid 
at the critical moments. 
 Recently, Warner pro-
posed reforms to deal with 
a few of the problems that 
have been created by Obam-
acare. We wouldn’t have 
these problems, however, if 
Warner hadn’t cast a criti-
cal vote in favor of passing 
Obamacare in the first place 
or if he had addressed these 

issues prior to the bill’s pas-
sage. On the Keystone XL 
Pipeline, Warner proposed 
a measure to approve the 
project, but then sided with 
Reid to kill his bill. How 
can we expect Warner to be 
any more sincere on much-
needed education reform? In 
fact, since 2009, he has voted 
with Obama’s agenda 97 per-
cent of the time.
 Like Parker, I’m a recent 
college graduate — I gradu-
ated from the University of 
Virginia in May. Like Parker, 

our View Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your Views

 Like any building that has seen hard use over an ex-
tended period of time, the Torpedo Factory Art Center 
needs a little tender, loving care. 
 Built near the close of the Great War, the armament 
plant alternately supplied the United States’ war machine 
and served as a federal storage shed before City Hall 
bought the property in the middle of the last century. Not 
long after, members of Alexandria’s creative class suc-
cessfully turned it into an artistic hub.
 As the building approaches the centennial of its con-
struction, the Torpedo Factory naturally needs a touch-up. 
Given that 30 years have passed since the last round of 
major renovations, that need is significant.
 But the situation is not dire. It’s not as if the massive 
structure is about to slide into the Potomac River, after all. 
 It should not come as a surprise that the Times supports 
the city councilors who politely pushed off a request made 
by the nonprofit art center’s leadership for financial sup-
port last month. While all were in agreement the Torpedo 
Factory is one of Alexandria’s jewels, cutting it a check for 
about $137,000 outside of annual budget negotiations — 
which most recently concluded in May — was unreason-
able.
 But they agreed to reconsider the request in the fall, 
when budget talks begin again.
 Like our city councilors, we are fans of the Torpedo 
Factory. We want to see it succeed. It would be thrilling if 
it got a makeover, particularly if a bit of renovation work 
helps it become even more of a draw on the waterfront.
 This, then, is a two-fold call to action: The art center’s 
leaders must up their game while residents in this cultured 
and wealthy Beltway community should ponder how they 
might lend a hand. 
 The Torpedo Factory’s management team needs a better 
plan than asking City Hall for a large sum of cash — out-
side of budget season, no less — to bolster the art center. 
They also need to draft a backup plan devoid of taxpayer 
dollars. There’s no guarantee city officials will be able to 
carve out the money they need next year either.
 As for residents, now is the time to get involved. Do-
nating money is an option, but it is not the only one. No 
doubt more than a few of our readers have experience in 
fundraising, securing corporate sponsorship, grant writ-
ing, marketing and financial planning, not to mention the 
technical and handyman skills needed in this undertaking. 
 Though the Torpedo Factory temporarily might be 
stuck playing the waiting game, that doesn’t mean it is too 
early to rally around the beloved art center. Comparing it 
to the Corcoran’s recent troubles would go too far, but we 
have all seen close up what happens when financial dif-
ficulties beset a local cultural institution.
 What is art worth to you?

Alexandria residents, the 
Torpedo Factory needs you

Want education reform?  
Look to Ed Gillespie

SEE rEForM | 15
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To the editor:
 I find the recent letter to 
the editor about strollers in 
Alexandria (“Strollers are 
overrunning Old Town,” 
June 26) very interesting. I 
also find it highly inaccurate 
and ludicrous.
 Most parents are polite, 
courteous and imaginative. 
The negative exceptions are 

not the norm. Parents cer-
tainly do not have their chil-
dren in strollers to teach  and 
encourage them to be lazy. 
 I would like to see more 
strollers and especially more 
of their unique, valuable 
passengers.

-R.J. Jones
Washington

To the editor:
 The story of Russian atten-
tion to the American Civil War 
(“From Russia with love,” 
July 10) involves one of the 
more interesting characters of 
the era — Cassius Marcellus 
Clay.  
 A Kentucky planter, ardent 
abolitionist, Republican and a 
state legislator, he was a man 
of contrasts who stood up to 
the many enemies his political 
positions earned him.  He was 
twice attacked during politi-
cal speeches — in one he was 
shot, in the other stabbed — 
and fought off the would-be 
assassins with a Bowie knife, 
killing one. After one of his 
attackers, Sam Brown, died 
in a steamboat disaster, Clay 
paid tribute and called Brown 
the bravest man he had ever 
fought.
  Clay published an aboli-
tionist newspaper, True Amer-
ican, in Lexington, Ky., and 
received enough threats that 
he was compelled to outfit his 
office with cannons. When a 
mob broke in and destroyed 
his presses, he moved the op-
eration across the Ohio River 
to Cincinnati. 
 Clay also fought in the 
Mexican-American War, and 
donated the land upon which 

Berea College was founded.
  In 1861 he accepted the 
post of minister to Russia. 
(Despite having a close rela-
tionship with Abraham Lin-
coln, it was said that the presi-
dent preferred to keep him at 
some distance.) There he wit-
nessed the Russian Emancipa-
tion Reform of 1861, which 
freed the country’s serfs. He 
came back to the U.S. urging 
Lincoln to follow suit.  
 Clay returned to Russia 
and his diplomatic efforts 
there were rewarded with the 
Russian fleet’s visit to the U.S. 
The naval detachment carried 
sealed orders to be opened if 
England entered the war on 
behalf of the Confederacy.
 Clay later initiated the ne-
gotiations that bore fruit in the 
purchase of Alaska.
  He remained active in 
American politics into his 80s 
and died at the age of 92.  His 
picture hangs in Moscow as 
the first U.S. ambassador to 
Russia. The father of the great 
American boxing champion 
was named in his honor and 
gave the name to his son, who 
later changed it to Muhammad 
Ali.

- Tom Fannon
Alexandria

The Port City suffers from an 
acute lack of open space

Attack on strollers  
is patently absurd

The amazing life of the 
original Cassius Clay

To the editor:
 What is it about Alexan-
dria and development? 
 Our north end is being con-
sumed by the Borg-like Po-
tomac Yard development. The 
Mark Center monstrosity bet-
ter known as the Washington 
Headquarters Services com-
plex has forever scarred the 
view from Winkler Preserve 
and the surrounding neigh-
borhoods. Oversized condos 
and townhouses dominate 
the blocks around the Brad-
dock Road Metro station and 
U.S. Route 1. The Eisenhower 
Valley development is a mish-
mash of dark alleyways, hulk-
ing buildings and awkward 
parking lots. The Old Town 
waterfront is about to undergo 
a jumbo-sized overhaul that 
will push density way beyond 
acceptable levels. 
 And now the city has gone 
and screwed up a nice little 
pocket park in Del Ray.
 This park, on the corner of 
Commonwealth and East Del 
Ray avenues, used to be an 
overgrown vacant lot. I’d take 
my daughters there as toddlers 
and run around in the scruffy 
grass, enjoying a bit of natural 
space. 
 A few years ago, however, 
a bunch of surveyor stakes 
appeared on the lot, and im-

mediately I feared the worst. 
Here we go again, more de-
velopment. But much to my 
surprise and pleasure, the city 
actually turned it into a park. 
City workers landscaped the 
space with a little hill and 
installed trees, a kids’ play-
ground and benches. It was all 
very nice.
 But they couldn’t leave 
well enough alone. 
 Recently, contractors moved 
back in to rip up a major chunk 
of the remaining grassy space, 
filling it instead with several 
wide, meandering sidewalks 
and a large circular cement 
common. What? The previous 
green space already was woe-
fully small. But at least it was 
something. 
 I’d see fathers playing 
Frisbee with their kids and 
families having picnics in 
the grass. Now what do they 
have? Benches and paved 
walkways that the kids will 
have to navigate as they try to 
kick a soccer ball.
 Why does the city do this? 
Why is there so little passive 
green space in Alexandria? 
 The linear park along the 
railroad tracks in Potomac 
Yard is fine enough (if still 
miniscule compared with the 
amount of development sur-
rounding it), but sidewalks, 

playgrounds and cement 
courts mostly dominate even 
that space. Meanwhile, some 
of the large open spaces that 
do exist are off limits to the 
general public. For instance, 
the big fields by Monroe Ave-
nue and U.S. Route 1 heading 
into Del Ray, are all fenced 
off. No entry unless you’re 
part of an organized sports 
club. 
 I recently was in Fred-
rick, Md., a city comparable 
in size to Alexandria. There, 
they have a huge city park 
with wide-open fields, picnic 
areas and groves of trees — 
everything that a city can and 
should have. Why don’t we? 
Instead, we have to be grate-
ful for pocket parks and linear 
parks alongside goliath devel-
opments where the developers 
probably couldn’t squeeze in 
any additional condos any-
way.
 Alexandria’s development 
project director Judy Lo lists 
her telephone number on a 
sign outside of the pocket 
park construction site in Del 
Ray. She specifically solicits 
questions and comments. I left 
mine. I’d suggest others do the 
same: 703-746-5490.

- Neal Learner
Alexandria

I’ve been very fortunate to 
have the opportunity to re-
ceive a great education that 
has given me a lot of op-
portunities. Because of the 
neighborhood I grew up in, 
I was able to attend great 
public schools that inspired 
me to learn and prepared me 
for college. 
 Millions of Americans 
don’t have those opportuni-
ties. This is why we need ed-

ucation reform that expands 
parental school choice. Ed 
Gillespie is 100 percent 
committed to this type of 
education reform and has 
made it a cornerstone of his 
five-point plan for economic 
growth. Warner gives occa-
sional lip service to school 
choice initiatives. He even 
voted to preserve D.C.’s 
charter school program 
when Obama and Reid were 
willing to let it die. This is 
laudable, but it isn’t enough. 
 The U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives has passed 

many student-focused edu-
cation bills that Reid won’t 
even allow onto the Senate 
floor. The only way that 
these bills will ever be taken 
up by the Senate will be if 
he is removed as majority 
leader. We’ve seen enough 
to know that Warner won’t 
cast that critical vote. 
 Gillespie will do more 
than give lip service to re-
form. He will make it a real-
ity.

- Peter A. Finocchio
Henrico

rEForM 
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uch has been written about the 
Union Army’s occupation of 
Alexandria throughout the Civ-

il War and its readiness to fight if there 
was a Confederate attack on the city.  
 In the early years of the war every ef-
fort was made to protect the national cap-
ital region from possible assaults, and a 
comprehensive line of defenses through-
out the Port City anticipated hostilities 
from land and sea. 
 In addition to a series of forts and 
earthworks built on the town’s outskirts, 
several downtown streets were segment-
ed by high wooden gates and stockades 
erected across the thoroughfares.  There 
were also many manned checkpoints that 
were passable only upon the presentation 
of an authorized pass.  Wharfs filled with 
military transport and cargo ships and 
the placement of armaments along the 
Potomac contributed to heightened feel-
ings of uncertainty among civilians and 
soldiers alike.
 Though the expected Confederate at-
tacks never materialized, the transfor-
mation of Alexandria from a prosperous 
trading port into a pivotal wartime com-
mand and control center only exacerbat-
ed a sense of gloom that overwhelmed 
the city.  As the war evolved, the care of 
sick and injured combatants brought back 
from the battlefields and the thousands of 
contraband refugees that poured into the 
city only increased the mental strain of 
those who were striving to survive in-
creasingly desperate conditions.
 Despite such dire circumstances in 

Alexandria, records document some at-
tempts at normalcy, and even levity, dur-
ing the period.  Soldiers stationed in Alex-
andria are known to have built elaborately 
designed gateways to their camps. They 
even hauled logs and milled lumber from 
the waterfront to a point near Franconia 
for a large outdoor theater.  
 Photographs also survive of soldiers 
tempting fate by posing in empty cof-
fins or behind the iron cell doors of Duke 
Street slave jails.  This photograph, taken 
in mid-December of 1863, records an 
unauthorized and light-hearted moment 
at Battery Rodgers, near South Lee and 
Fairfax streets.  It was discussed in a letter 
home by Union Army Pvt. Lewis Bissell: 
 “Tuesday Wilson Potter and myself 
went down to the city and boarded one of 
the Russian ships lying just above Alex-
andria ... after that ... we went to the wa-
ter battery just below Alexandria [Battery 
Rodgers] where there is a 15-inch Dahl-
gren gun which weighs 49,449 pounds. 

At the largest part it measures a little over 
12 feet in circumference. A daguerreian 
artist had been there a day or two before. 
He took a picture of it with the head of 
one of the men sticking out of the muzzle. 
A small man can crawl clear to the bot-
tom of the bore.”
 The photo is a remarkable record of 
the time, and observers also will note 
that in the midst of the fun, a wild turkey 
landed on the muzzle of the gun.

Out of the Attic is provided by the  
Office of Historic Alexandria.

out oF thE attic

Levity in a time of war

PHOTO/Library Of COngreSS

Colleen Kelly writes:
I appreciate your thoughtful re-
sponses to this question regarding 
the appreciation of family travel. 
While travel is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the whole family to learn 
and experience destinations and 
cultures, the time spent together is 
the main objective of the vacation, 
in my opinion. You don’t have to 
spend a lot of money or go very far 
to enjoy each other’s company.

In response to  
“Hobie & Monk: Learning 
to appreciate the simpler 
things in life,” July 17:M

Weekly poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week 
Is dealing with mental illness a priority for you?

A. Yes.  
B. No. They should go through the same  
process as everyone else.

47% It’s one among many.

32% Definitely.

21% Not at all.

This Week  
Should city council have approved  
the Torpedo Factory’s out-of-cycle 
funding request?

38 votes
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paring for this callback and it really 
made me reexamine my work ethic 
and how much time I really needed 
to dedicate to my craft.”
 He hopes his commitment in the 
face of adversity will inspire his stu-
dents. 
 “We talk about persistence, re-
ally going after something, taking 
responsible risks, stepping outside 
your comfort zone, finding humor,” 
Dart said. “A big lesson … in my 

classroom is you can want some-
thing with all of your heart, but you 
have to be OK with not getting it, 
because that’s life. I know these are 
elementary kids — fourth and fifth 
grade students — but I think it’s an 
important lesson for them to know.”
 Dart connects his life lessons 
with the Habits of Mind program, 
an approach that encourages stu-
dents to adopt traits for success, like 
persistence, flexibility, accuracy and 
precision. He will continue trying to 
inspire his students to fall in love 
with singing, dancing and playing 
instruments until he gets his chance 

in the spotlight. 
 Dart also will keep performing 
with his cover band, The Running 
Record, at local venues. Comprised 
almost entirely of fellow educators, 
the band’s name refers to a tool used 
by teachers to assess students’ read-
ing aptitude. 
 “[Singing], performing, is easily 
the thing I love the most,” he said. 
“There’s nothing that can describe 
your true passion, but … when I’m 
onstage, I don’t worry about any-
thing. I don’t worry about the way 
I look. I don’t worry about school. I 
don’t worry about anything.”

Dart 
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waterfront plan.
 After years of failed talks, city 
leaders gave the club’s leadership 
an ultimatum: strike a deal to hand 
over the land within 90 days or face 
eminent domain proceedings.
 Mayor Euille is happy to see the 
fight over the property come to an 
end.
 “I’m enthusiastic and pleased 
that they did the right thing,” he 
said. “I was hopeful all along that 
common sense would prevail. … 
It’s good for the citizens and it’s 
good for the boat club. We’re able 
to keep them on the waterfront and 

they get a new facility and every-
thing, so hopefully at the end we’ll 
all be happy.”
 However, boat club members — 
even those who have been support-
ive of relocating — feel aggrieved 
by the city’s tactics. One such 
member, John Keegan, described 
the weekend’s vote as a Hobson’s 
choice.
 “It was no choice at all: We’d 
move or they would make us move, 
and at the end of the day we’d end 
up getting less than we got now,” 
Keegan said.
 Regardless of any lingering bad 
blood, the two sides will steam 
ahead with plans for their new prop-
erties. City Hall hopes to move to 
the next stage in designing the wa-

terfront plaza this fall, and Banchoff 
said his club wants to break ground 
on a new clubhouse next spring.
 Keegan warned city leaders that 
boat club members will keep a keen 
eye on the proposals for their old 
stomping ground.
 “I hope this is all worth it and 
the waterfront lives up to the prom-
ise that they’re making, the promise 
that made this club have to move,” 
Keegan said. “If it’s anything less 
than a world-class waterfront, it 
won’t have been worth it for any-
body, from the money the city and 
citizens are paying to the damage to 
the perception of integrity in gov-
ernment and the city.
 “But if the ends justify the 
means, God bless ‘em.”
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VIRGINIA B. AYERS (92),  
of Alexandria, July 14, 2014

CAROL WALSH 
BLADERGROEN, formerly of 
Alexandria, July 9, 2014

ROBERT RALPH “BOB” BUBP 
(69), of Alexandria, July 13, 
2014

MARION HENSLEY (89), of 
Alexandria, July 20, 2014

THOMAS HOWARD 
MULLANEY (78), of Alexandria, 
July 12, 2014

ROBERT VANCE OVERTON 
(98), of Alexandria, July 15, 
2014

WILLIAM A. “BILL” 
PREDMORE (56), of 
Alexandria, July 10, 2014
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ACROSS
1 Artist with acid
7 Cockpit figure
14 Tropical conifers
20 Jailbird’s hope
21 Musical “sweet potato”
22 Greenhorn
23 Deliverer of the past
24 Deserved
25 Big naval group
26 Any substances one can eat
28 Beeper
30 Most Virgos’ mo.
31 Crucifix
32 Den dwellers
34 “Beg pardon ...”
38 Exit the system
40 Yo-Yo Ma’s instrument
41 Oft-quoted saying
42 Military might
45 Irish hooch
46 Be the king
47 Tidies
48 Having celebrity
49 Fitted one within another
50 Vast wasteland
51 Sci-fi beings
52 Stonehenge stones
53 Tokyo, before it was Tokyo
54 Mark on a steer
55 Cousin of the raccoon
56 In ___ (together)
58 According with custom
61 Noisy sitting sound
65 Estrogen producer
67 Leave out in pronunciation
68 Honest pres.
69 Plug
72 Mexican gentlemen
74 Regular customer

77 Makes merry
78 Assumed name
79 Failed to follow suit
80 “Read all ___ it”
81 Lowered in esteem
82 Brevity
83 Barks excitedly
84 Bushy-tailed monkeys
85 Small songbird
86 Pig’s brunch
87 Communion plate
88 Many a roast
89 Type of duck?
92 One way to fatherhood
94 Type of advantage
97  Sultanate on Borneo’s 

coast
100 One who owes a favor
103 One who waits
104 “The Wizard of Oz” prop
105 O. Henry, notably
106 Getting a new address
107 Packing a wallop
108 Like blushing cheeks
109 “Chango” preceder

DOWN
1 DeMille specialty
2 Mexican snacks
3 Thick, sweet liqueur
4 A catcher is behind it
5 Synthetic rubber
6 Monthly payment for many
7 Make big, as hair
8 South American feline
9 Peeled
10 Camera part
11 Blazing
12 A person
13 Frog larvae
14 Climbers’ obstacles

15 Long ago
16 Russian craft?
17 Otherwise called (Abbr.)
18 Accomplished
19 Ocean
27 Jeremy of Hollywood
29 “Author unknown” (Abbr.)
32 Disclose
33 Intestinal obstruction
35 Wyclef Jean’s birthplace
36  Ham-and-___ (mediocre 

boxer)
37 Darns
39 British bloke

40 Funny ladies
41  “ ___ you ashamed of  

yourself?”
42 “Alive” setting
43  Like the sound from 

63-Across
44 Brick worker
45 “The Age of Reason” author
48 “Ba-DUM” drumbeat
49 In apple-pie order
51 Military group
52 Small grimace or pout
54 Do drilling
55 Bounders
57 Just deserts
58 Popular pets
59 “Back to the Future” star
60 Like some mattresses
62 At ___ (uncaptured)
63 Some woodwinds
64 Hangs in the balance
66 Electrical units
69 Requests divine help
70 “___ Without a Cause”
71 Rounded molding
72 Asp or adder
73 Red lab dye
74 Impudently bold
75 Opposed to unions, to some
76 Not fully worked out
78 Steer’s last stop
79 Rhythmic dance
81 “... and make it fast!”
82 Vie
85 Most domesticated
87 Show the way, in a way
88 Sayings of Jesus, e.g.
90 Calf-length skirts
91 Olympic competition
93 Faculty head
94 French film
95 Turnpike turnoff
96 Cogito,  ____ sum
97 Jazz style
98 “___ Bravo” (Wayne film)
99 The max.
101 Sis relative
102 ___ Angeles

W
ee

k
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d
s

last Week’s solution:

www.alextimes.com
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SIgn up & receive an electronic version  
of the Alexandria Times every week!

electronicedition@alextimes.com

T O D A Y

E M A I L

Cable Retention teChs 
needed. Reps needed to collect on 
overdue cable bills, retrieve equip-
ment, and complete disco.  Hiring 
bonus, and immediate openings. 
Call Edgar 510-860-8216 or email 
resume:  rchresumes@gmail.com

Who 
carEs?  
WE Do.

Email  
comments,  

rants & raves  
to  

letters@ 
alextimes.com.

BusinEss DirEctory

home ServiceS

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

classifieds
hElp WantED

lEgal noticE

 

 
 

FULL-SERVICE  HOME IMPROVEMENT AND REPAIRS  
 
 

 -  Painting Exterior & Interior                                        - Kitchen and Bath Remodeling 

-  Custom Carpentry / Closets / Built-Ins                      - Complete Plumbing & Electrical                                                                        

-  Ceramic Tile Installation      - Screened Porches 

-  Drywall                  - Basement refinishing 

From Start to Finish We Guarantee Customer Satisfaction 
 

 Licensed & Insured   
 

CALL US TODAY FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS! 

 (703) 849-0909 and (703) 507-2229 

 

Full-Service Home  
Improvement & Repairs

From Start to Finish We Guarantee Customer Satisfaction
Licensed & Insured

Call us today for all your needs! (703) 849-0909 & (703) 507-2229

Painting Exterior & Interior

Custom Carpentry/Closets/Built-Ins

Ceramic Tile Installation

Drywall

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

Complete Plumbing & Electrical

Screened Porches

Basement refinishing

Job oppoRtunity
Alexandria, VA  22304
Direct Support Professional
1st Aid, CPR, CMT/TME, Physical/TB, 
pass background check
 
(S/S, 7a-11p)
($10:50.-11.50 P/H)
 
(M-F, 9a-4p)
($10.50 P/H)
 
(M-F, 4p-10p)
($10.50 P/H)
If interested and if you have the 
stated credentials, please forward 
your resume to:  
dpmpsp@comcast.net

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Virginia Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation is recommend-
ing the Simpson Park Playground 
and Passive Use Lawn renovation 
project (“Project”) to the National 
Park Service for partial funding made 
possible by assistance from the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund. The 
Department of Recreation, Parks and 
Cultural Activities (RPCA) is solicit-
ing public comment on the Project. 
In 2013, RPCA developed a Simpson 
Park Improvement Plan (as part of 
the Citywide Parks Improvement 
Plan), which included a recommenda-
tion to renovate the playground and 
adjacent lawn, based on community 
feedback. The plan proposes restoring 
open space to accommodate multiple 
passive uses and help to balance the 
type of activities in Simpson Park. An 
adjacent playground renovation will 
include areas with rubberized surface, 
areas for different age groups, and 
more tree canopy for shade. The de-
sign will also improve the connection 
to passive use areas.
 
RPCA is accepting comments for 30 
days from initial announcement with 
a deadline of August 31.  A concept 
plan for the project is available online 
at http://alexandriava.gov/recreation/
info/default.aspx?id=65170#Citywide 
and the RPCA offices at 1108 Jeffer-
son Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.  
 
Prior to the grant award, comments 
must be provided in writing and may 
be submitted where the plans are 
available, by mail or email.  Contact 
information: Dana Wedeles, dana.
wedeles@alexandriava.gov or 703-
746-5491. If awarded, RPCA will 
hold community meetings to discuss 
and review design concepts.

eQuipMent opeRatoRs JK Enterprise Landscape Supply, LLC is one of the 
largest producers of mulch and soil products in Northern Virginia. We make it, 
sell it and distribute it! JK is looking for experienced Heavy Equipment Opera-
tors to work in our Alexandria location. Must have experience operating wheel 
loader, track loader, excavator, grinding and chipping equipment.
 
Make $35,000 to $50,000 a year, depending on experience level.
 
We offer full time, year-round employment, competitive pay, health and dental 
insurance, life insurance, paid leave, 401(k) and profit sharing.

Please email resume/job history to alexandria@lumberjake.com or call (703) 
212-8088 or (703) 928-7793.

$5 for adults and $3 for children aged 
5-12.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern

July 29-31

CLIO’S KIDS A history mini-camp for 
children aged 5-7 introducing them to 
American history and life in historic Al-
exandria through storytelling, artefacts, 
visits to historic places and other activi-
ties. Advance registration required, cost 
is $105 per child including snacks and 
souvenirs.
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
St.
Information: 703-746-4994

July 29

BLOOD DRIVE The American Red 
Cross asks blood and platelet donors to 
help prevent a possible summer short-
age by donating.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Red Cross Alexandria Chap-
ter House, 123 N. Alfred St.
Information: 800-733-2767 or 
redcrossblood.org

July 30

BEN BRENMAN PARK CON-
CERT A free rockabilly and honky 
tonk concert by the Four Star Combo. 
Guests are encouraged to bring a fold-
ing chair or blanket and a picnic.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Ben Brenman Park, 4800 
Brenman Park Drive
Information: 703-746-5592

July 31

MUSIC AT TWILIGHT CONCERT 
A choral pops performance by the 
Alexandria Singers. Guests are encour-
aged to bring a folding chair or blanket 
and a picnic.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-746-5592

HARRY POTTER BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION In celebration of 
Harry Potter’s birthday, the Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum 
will hold special tours to explore the 
real-world uses of a number of plant-
based concoctions. Tickets cost $6 per 
person. 
Time: 5 to 9 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or www.
apothecarymuseum.org

august 2

FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
FESTIVAL A community-wide festival 
celebrating the birthday of the Friend-
ship Firehouse. Includes vendors, food 
and drink sales and a firetruck display.

Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-751-6416 or 
kehoe@aol.com

FAMILY DIG DAY Help city archae-
ologists and students from the George 
Washington University field school 
screen excavate soil from a real dig on 
the grounds of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial. Tickets 
cost $5.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov.

august 4

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The 
first of two sessions in which people 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Registra-
tion is free, but space is limited to 20 
per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

august 5

BLOOD DRIVE The American Red 
Cross ask blood and platelet donors to 
help prevent a possible summer short-
age by donating.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Red Cross Alexandria Chap-
ter House, 123 N. Alfred St.
Information: 800-733-2767 or 
redcrossblood.org

MORRISON HOUSE PRES-
ENTS: STEVE PRINCE A presen-
tation by artist and art professor Steve 
Prince on linocut printing, his style 
of work and a demonstration of the 
linocut process.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Morrison House, 116 S. 
Alfred St.
Information: www.morrisonhouse.
com

august 6

CANAL PLAZA CONCERT A free 
soul-influenced rock concert by The Sid-
leys, with guests encouraged to bring a 
picnic lunch. Admission is free.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Canal Center Plaza Ampi-
theater, 44 Canal Center Plaza.
Information: 703-746-5592

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The 
second of two sessions in which people 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Registra-
tion is free, but space is limited to 20 
per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, 
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

calEnDar 
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109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Donna Cramer
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@mcenearney.com
www.donnacramer.com

 I genuinely appreciate your referrals and do not hesitate to call me if you are moving 
out of the area. McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive network of agents in other 

locations, we can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

709 Kahn Place
Fords Landing 

$1,445,000

Waterfront living at its best. 
Sun-drenched, “picture perfect” 

rooms and Potomac views 
abound in this 3-bedroom, 3.5-

bath home with two-car garage.

For 

Sa
Le

5270 Morning Mist Lane
Overlook 
$659,000

Four bedrooms, three and a half 
baths with bump outs on each 
level; all baths renovated, new 

stainless steel appliances, wood 
floors on the main level.

For 

Sa
Le

6124 Vernon Terrace
Belle Haven 
$1,495,000

Fabulous center hall Southern 
colonial with renovated kitchen 
with large island adjoins family 
room with fireplace leading to 
rear and side porches. Double 

lot for a total of 12,188 SF.

For 

Sa
Le

301 N. Quaker Lane
Malvern Hill 
$1,199,000

Incredible price reduction on 
this brick center hall beauty! 
5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, newly 

renovated kitchen with 
breakfast area and adjoining 
family room with fireplace.

For 

Sa
Le

Summertime and the Living is Easy...

and let me make a move easy for you as well.  
Whether you are downsizing, moving up or moving  
out of the area, I would be delighted to help you!


