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McAuliffe will not
appeal OEI ruling
Norfolk judge ruled
controversial agency
usurped local authority
By Erich Wagner

PHOTO/Laura Sikes

ART DISPLAY Anthony Ness of Fairfax carefully works on a painting outside of what will become Old

Town’s first Lululemon Athletica outlet. Lululemon officials partnered with design firm Swatchroom to pull eight
budding artists out of the crowd walking the 700 block of King St. as a promotion for the yoga supply store
last weekend. The outlet will host an opening reception August 8.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe (D)
announced last week that he
would not appeal a Norfolk
judge’s ruling that the controversial Opportunity Educational Institution is unconstitutional.
The agency, created by
then-Gov. Bob McDonnell
(R), was designed to take
control of chronically failing schools in Virginia. Attorneys general Ken Cucci-

nelli (R) and Mark Herring
(D) both declined to defend
the law in court and a judge
struck it down in June, ruling that the agency illegally
usurped the authority of local
school boards.
McAuliffe said in a statement that the attorneys’ general positions on the agency factored heavily into his decision
not to appeal the decision.
“Unfortunately, the statute that established the OEI
altered these relationships
[between state and local
agencies] in significant and
SEE oei | 7

Businesses remain mixed Counting on the
on extended meter hours generosity of others
Old Town shops
bemoan lost business,
Carlyle owners see
new customers
By Erich Wagner

Nearly a month after city
council extended parking meter hours to 9 p.m. across the
city, the business community is
still mixed on the change.
Old Town shop owners and
restaurateurs worry the lengthened hours will drive away po-

tential customers unwilling to
part with free parking or move
their car every two hours, while
some in Carlyle said they’re
seeing more people make the
trek to their neighborhood.
Ellen Klein, owner of children’s bookstore Hooray for
Books! on King Street, said
that although she hasn’t noticed much of a change yet, she
fears she will see fewer residents show up for the fall instore event season.
“We don’t have that many

evening events during the summer, but when fall hits we’ll
have authors coming for events
in the evening at like 7 o’clock,
when normally people could
park for free,” Klein said.
“That’s where I’m concerned.
And unfortunately the building
we’re in doesn’t have a public
parking lot, so I won’t be able
to direct people to some place
more convenient.”
Alexandria Chamber of
SEE meters | 21

Advocates for Four
Mile Run Park launch
crowdfunding initiative
By Katie Callahan

Neighbors of Four Mile
Run Park want to spruce it
up with a few new trees and
are taking an innovative approach to their fundraising
efforts: crowdfunding.
Residents across Alexandria were eager to get going
on renovation work after the
citywide parks improvement

plan passed in April. The document outlined possible projects — and estimated costs —
but taxpayer funding proved
more difficult to obtain.
“We had community
groups ... that said, ‘We want
to see some of these recommendations sooner rather
than later. We don’t want to
wait for capital improvements. We go to these parks
everyday and we want to
fund it,’” recalled Dana WeSEE crowdfunding | 7

it’s not too soon to get ready for the classroom - page 8
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$1,150,000

noMini BAy FArMs
• 5 Bedrooms, 5 Baths
• custom Home
• upscale Features
• dock with lift

AlexAndriA

$774,000

Belle wood

AlexAndriA $714,900 Belle view on the green

• 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Sunroom addition
• amazing outdoor Space
• 2-car Garage
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Call 703-836-1464 for Details
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Ask us...

How our clients receive an average of
$4,074 in savings* on their home purchase.

• 4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths
• Gorgeous Kitchen
• 3100+ Finished Sq. Ft.
• Garage

JuSt call Me HoMe!

virginiA Forest
• 4 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
• renovated Kitchen
• Blocks to restaurants
• .30 acre lot

claSSic FallS
cHurcH cape cod
Wonderful Cape Cod, nestled among the trees and flowers and situated on
.30 of an acre in Falls Church City! Opportunities like this do not come along
often! Although the value is mostly in the land, this home has a renovated
kitchen with stainless appliances, granite counters, breakfast bar, and lovely
wood cabinets! Near everything Falls Church has to offer, including two
metro stops!

AnnAndAle

$410,000

PineCrest heights

AnnAndAle

$518,000

rAvensworth PArk

AlexAndriA

• 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
• Hardwood Floors
• lovely Master Suite
• inside the Beltway

$455,000

wArwiCk villAge

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• updated Kitchen
• Hardwood Floors
• Walk-out Basement

BeSt Value around delray
SpaciouS, Sun-drencHed, updated and expanded

This is a beautiful home on a large fenced lot. Updated kitchen opens to
family and dining rooms with brick fireplace, hardwoods on three levels,
master suite that walks out to back deck, great storage! Ceiling fans,
skylights, storm doors, bay windows and more. Claim bonus living space
by finishing the walk-out basement. Inside the beltway just off of I-495
and close to VRE.

nAtionAl hArBor

$359,900

Fleet street Condos

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full/2 Half Baths
• 3 Finished levels
• Fenced rear yard w/ Brick patio
• Backs to park land

• one Bedroom + den
• Hardwoods throughout
• Full Size Washer/dryer
• Balcony

annandale’S BeSt
Kept Secret

Vacation at HoMe!

This all brick townhome with updated
kitchen and full baths is located in the quiet
Pinecrest Heights neighborhood. Hardwood floors in spacious living
room, dining room, and kitchen. Conveniently located between the
Beltway and I-395.

Sought after premiere end unit with spacious sun room opening to
private brick patio - best location in community! Features vaulted
ceilings, updated open kitchen with stainless steel appliances, hardwood
flooring on main and 2nd level, see-thru dual gas fireplace, fully finished
basement with new carpet, crown molding and beautiful landscaping.

Experience life at the National Harbor. Large Condo with all the
amenities, including granite, stainless appliances, wood floors,
oversized windows, balcony, hotel style amenities, underground
parking and awesome surroundings. A 10+

Get the fast facts on
a real estate career!

Super convenient location near Del Ray! All
brick, three bedroom, two bath townhome with a white picket fence! Lovely
front garden and brick patio; large, updated eat-in kitchen with pass thru
to the Dining room. Walk out lower level to fenced back yard. Hardwoods
on the upper two levels, and new carpet on the lower level. Plus updated
windows, kitchen, bathrooms, heat and air, roof and washing machine and
dryer! Motivated seller just reduced the price… this will not last long!

AlexAndriA

$330,000
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$600,000

SinGle FaMily Space, toWnHouSe conVenience
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FAlls ChurCh
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An exquisite, deep waterfront estate which is an architectural
masterpiece! Featuring over 4,500 square feet of luxurious space built to
entertain. Situated on a 2.15 acre premier waterfront property two hours
from DC and within minutes of the Potomac River.

Gourmet kitchen with granite counters, stainless steel appliances and
cherry cabinetry. Enjoy the lovely breakfast/sunroom with vaulted ceiling.
Gleaming hardwood floors on main level, amazing outdoor space with
deck, huge slate patio with extensive hardscape, 2-car garage, new roof in
2010. Two minute drive to Inova Alexandria Hospital and walking distance
to Patrick Henry Elementary.

O
pe
n

WaterFront liVinG at itS BeSt

islAnd Creek

• 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
• 1365 SqFt
• Garage
• Backs to Woods

FaBulouS, updated, MeticulouSly Maintained!
Light and bright, 3-level condo seeks new owner! Lofted ceiling, backs
to woods, it even has a garage! What more could you ask for? Perhaps a
main level complete with foyer, living room, dining room, and kitchen!
Maybe a landing overlooking the living room. To top it off there are 2 large
bedrooms and 2 full baths on the upper level. The master bedroom even
has 2 large closets and a bath with a jetted tub and separate shower. O/A

Evening Classes Starting Next Month.
Call Maxine at 703-837-9805

703-836-1464 • Maxine McLeod Miller, Managing Broker • 300 N. Washington St. • Suite 100 • Alexandria, 22314
© 2014 BRER Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates, LLC. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service
marks ofPrudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no other affiliation with Prudential. Equal Housing Opportunity.
PenFed membership is not required to conduct business with Prudential PenFed Realty. * Savings are based on the discounts received by PenFed Realty’s clients for using PenFed Realty’s
mortgage and title affiliates as compared to purchasing the settlement services from PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates without retaining the services of PenFed Realty.
Equal employment opportunity employer: m/f/v/d.
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Tax holiday back in time for school
Planning a trip this summer? Reference maps and
globes are on Richmond’s
list of exempt items during
Virginia’s upcoming sales tax
holiday.
This weekend only, state
and local taxes will be waived
on all eligible school supply
items under $20. The same
goes for clothing and footwear less than $100.
More common items like
textbooks, binders, pens and
pencils are included on the
school supply list. There are

a wider variety of tax-exempt
pieces of clothing, but accessories, protective equipment
and sports gear did not make
the cut.
However, aprons, bibs,
belts, clerical vestments, costumes, footlets, girdles, lingerie, rubber pants, wedding apparel and underwear did make
Richmond’s list.
While calculators earned
tax exempt status, other tech
gear did not, including products like compact discs, electronic schedulers, personal

digital assistants, printers and
computer supplies.
If an audiobook falls under
the definition of a textbook or
reference book, it too, is included. However, novels and
other similar books, do not
meet Richmond’s criteria.
A comprehensive list of
tax-exempt school supply,
clothing and footwear items
can be found at Virginia’s Department of Taxation website.

Since 1990

High Income Investing
Can Be Very Rewarding
If you’d like to learn how to Increase Cash Flow,
Reduce Volatility and Lower Risk

Give Us a Call: 800-222-9378 / Westbourneinv.com

We’re Westbourne. Where our clients become
friends and our friends become clients.

- Katie Callahan

5901 Mount Eagle Dr. #218 Alexandria, VA 22303

More ways to pay bills, fees at City Hall
City Hall gave Alexandria’s denizens and visitors
more options by which to pay
off various bills, but it will
come with a service fee.
For parking permits, citations and tax bills, people can
now use Visa, MasterCard or
Discover credit and debit cards

to make an in-person payment,
officials announced last week.
That convenience, though,
comes with a cost: a 2.5 percent service fee. Officials said
the fees go directly to the city’s
credit card processor.
In addition to visiting a
teller at City Hall, residents

and visitors can pay online, at
a cash payment center, through
an automated bank debit program, over the phone and by
mail. For more information,
go to alexandriava.gov/payments.
- Derrick Perkins

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between July 23 and July 30.

42
0
3

Thefts

robberies

5
15

Breaking
& Enterings

Drug
Crimes

Assaults

0

8
6

Vehicle
thefts

SEXUAL
OFFENSEs

Assaults with a
Deadly weapon

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.
Source: crimereports.com

$415,000 • Open THIS Sunday from 1:00-4:00 PM
Enjoy resort-style living in this 3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom condo in the
beautiful Montebello Community. In this rarely available, spacious corner
unit, you will find new wall-to-wall carpet, freshly painted interior, new
HVAC system, and freshly painted balconies. The kitchen includes a washer
and dryer, microwave, dishwasher, wall oven, and a pantry. The kitchen is
open to the dining room area, with lots of natural light, as well as direct access
to the living room. Enjoy your spacious living room with access to a balcony,
with a great view of trees and the pool. Throughout the condo, you will be
delighted to find many closets with built in storage. The master bathroom
features a large walk-in closet for more storage! The spacious master bedroom
is complete with another balcony! The additional bedrooms are complete with
storage, spacious closets and natural light. The amenities in the community
can’t be beat. Enjoy an indoor and outdoor swimming pool, bowling alley,
spa, dry cleaning, bar/lounge area, tennis courts, picnic area(s), sauna and
exercise room-just to name a few! To make this community even better is the
location! You are walking distance to Huntington Metro station, as well as
Metro Bus stops. Don’t let this spacious condo pass you by!

Schedule a showing today!

Call (703) 965-8133 or e-mail
laurie.mensing@longandfoster.com
Servicing VA, MD & DC
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In Your

Times
win Two TickeTs
on THe wATeR TAXi seRVice
To THe nATionAL MALL!
Identify the photo below and where it
was taken for a chance to win.
To enter, email promotions@alextimes.com with your
answer or write to 110 S. Pitt St., Alexandria, VA 22314. One
winner will be chosen at random from the winning entries submitted before noon Tuesday. A different photo and hint will be
featured each week between now and the end of summer, so
keep your eyes open as you meander around Alexandria!

wHeRe AM i? #10
This lovely figure is not “Lady Liberty.”
Take note her eyes are covered and
she cannot see.
She holds balanced scales to show
that she is fair,
To those that deal with her and
proceed if they dare.
For sometimes it is better to settle, not
fight
For some are sure they’ll win, but they
may not be right.
She stands on a tortoise--racing hares
by its side.
Leaning over the door where many are
tried.

Congratulations to last week’s winner, Joy Craven,
who correctly identified the clue as Lake Cook on
Eisenhower Avenue by Great Waves Park.

Sponsored By:

National Mall Water Taxi
Enjoy the best view of the monuments
this summer on the Potomac!

Departs Alexandria, Va + National Harbor, Md.

miss soPhie

See our website for more details.
www.potomacriverboatco.com | 703-684-0580
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CRIME
City man arrested after attempting
to remove woman’s undergarments
Alexandria police credit
the quick action of a sexual
assault victim for the speedy
arrest of her alleged attacker
last week.
Abayneh Yemer, 25, of
Alexandria, approached the
woman at a 3100 block Duke
St. CVS Pharmacy about
2:30 p.m., reached up under
her skirt and attempted to remove her underwear, authorities said. Officials did not say

whether she escaped him or if
he fled, but the victim quickly
alerted police, who in turn
promptly arrested Yemer.
“She called us immediately and when we got there,
he was still on the scene,” said
Alexandria Police Department
spokeswoman Crystal Nosal.
“I know that she called us immediately and that’s part of
the reason we caught him.”
Though the victim was not

injured, she suffered a “very
serious violation,” Nosal said.
Yemer faces attempted
sexual penetration and sexual
battery charges. He was held
without bond.
Officials urged anyone
with information about the alleged assault or Yemer to contact detective Chris Perry at
703-746-6191.
- Derrick Perkins

Former ABC employee confesses
stealing taxpayer dollars
A onetime member of the
Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
admitted embezzling more
than $239,000 from efforts to
discourage underage drinking
this week.
Steven Hammond, Jr., 29,
of Richmond, pleaded guilty
Tuesday to stealing from federally funded enforcement and
education programs in U.S.
District Court. The scheme
began as early as 2009, authorities said.

Hammond, then an education coordinator with the
state agency, had checks of
less than $5,000 issued to his
acquaintances, whom he said
ran educational programs.
In exchange for a small cut,
Hammond’s
accomplices
cashed the checks and turned
the money over to him, officials said.
Authorities uncovered the
embezzlement after an internal audit in 2013. New financial rules were put in place as

state police and the attorney
general’s office launched an
investigation into Hammond’s
scheme. Since federal grants
were involved, the FBI later
joined the case.
Hammond, who pleaded
guilty to theft from a program
receiving federal funds, faces
a maximum sentence of 10
years in prison. His sentencing hearing is scheduled for
January 14.
- Derrick Perkins

Tech giant agrees to settlement
figure, but appeals court ruling
Virginia’s bookworms could
stand to collect upwards of
$10.5 million from Apple, Inc.,
as part of a settlement following accusations the tech giant
sought to fix ebook prices.
Apple agreed to pay $450
million in damages nationwide
after a federal district court
found the company worked
with five other major publishers to pull off the price hike
scheme. The other five, which
include publishing heavy-

weights HarperCollins Publishers and Simon & Schuster,
likewise settled.
“This is good news for the
consumers who were harmed
by this price-fixing conspiracy
and it sends an important message that Virginia will not tolerate illegal, anti-competitive
business practices that drive
up prices for consumers,” said
Virginia Attorney General
Herring in a statement.
While Herring lauded the

agreement, Apple is appealing the case, The Guardian
reported earlier this month.
Depending on the outcome of
the appeals process, settlement
payments could be reduced or
eliminated.
Customers eligible for a
payment will be notified once
the Apple settlement is finalized, Herring’s office said.
- Derrick Perkins
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storewide savings & values now-sun. aug. 3 during our red hot sale; plus,

fashion clearance

7O - 85

%
off

%

when you take an extra 5O% off
selections for her:
shorts • tees • tanks

orig.* prices

AlREADY
REDUCED PRICES

selections for kids

tops • playwear • more

Plus, don’t miss these great savings!

65% to
75% off

65%-75% off

sale 9.99

60% off

60% off

50%-75% off

50%-65% off

65%-75% off

65% off

clearance
Orig.* 49.50-$650.
Now 12.37-227.50.
Dress shirts, ties,
suits & sportcoats
from famous
makers
& designers.

swimwear
Reg./Orig.* $40-$76.
Sale $16-31.20.
Caribbean Joe
separates and onepiece styles. Misses.
Top: H WebID
1208271; bottom:
H 1126526.

clearance shoes
Orig.* $39-$199.
Now 13.65-99.50.
Dress & casual styles
from our clearance
racks.

clearance
Orig.* $35-$115.
Now 8.75-40.25.
Sportshirts, polos,
knit shorts, pants
and more.

when you take
an extra 20% off
Orig.* $300-$8000.
Final cost $120-$3200.
Clearance fine jewelry:
diamonds, 14k gold
& more. Extra savings
end 8/2/14.

when you take
an extra 30% off
Orig.* $6-$800.
Final cost 1.39-279.99.
Clearance sheet sets,
bath towels & more.

juniors’ choices
Reg. 17.50. Only at
Macy’s. Jenni by
Jennifer Moore
yoga tank top
or shorts.

when you take
an extra 25% off
Orig.* $20-$298.
Final cost
4.50-167.63.
Select clearance
handbags, wallets
& more.

closeout
Orig.* $140-$540.
Closeout
48.99-188.99.
Samsonite
Hyperspace
XLT luggage.

FREE SHIPPING & NEW! FREE RETURNS AT MACYS.COM

Free Shipping with $75 purchase. Free returns by mail or in-store. U.S. only. Exclusions apply; details at macys.com/freereturns

Fine jewelry available at stores that carry fine jewelry. ➤ Reg. & oRIg. PRICeS ARe oFFeRINg PRICeS, & SAVINgS MAY NoT Be BASeD oN ACTUAL SALeS. SoMe oRIg. PRICeS NoT IN eFFeCT DURINg THe
PAST 90 DAYS. ReD HoT SALe PRICeS & exTRA SAVINgS VALID 7/31-8/3/2014. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. Fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.com for locations. Jewelry photo may
be enlarged or enhanced to show detail. Almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty & require special care, log on to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. Clearance items are available
while supplies last. Extra savings taken off already reduced prices; “final cost” shows price after extra savings. Advertised items may not be at your local Macy’s & selection may vary by store. Prices & merchandise may differ at
macys.com. Luggage carries a mfr’s warranty; to see a mfr’s warranty before purchasing, visit a store or write: Macy’s Warranty Dept., PO Box 1026, Maryland Heights, MO 63043 attn: Consumer warranties. N4060050.
OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 15% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to
credit approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet
food & wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.
N4060050A.indd 1

7/23/14 10:28 AM
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City Hall beset by
recent departures

Join YMCA
AlexAndriA
For Your Best
suMMer Yet!

Residents mixed
on whether wave
of exits is a positive
or negative
By Erich Wagner

A summer of fun for All Ages
AwAits you At ymCA AlexAndriA
live HeAltHier with the help of our caring
Y staff. Partcipate in 70+ group exercise
classes per week. Enjoy our heated indoor pool
and benefit from free wellness evaluations.
give your CHild a safe, positive
environment in which to grow in our child
care, youth programs and summer camp.
Bring your fAmily together for healthy
and fun quality time together.

one week guest PAss
This pass entitles you to seven (7) consecutive
days of access to the YMCA Alexandria branch.
Must be at least 18 years old and a local resident.
Guests are limited to one pass redemption during
any one-year period.

YMCA ALEXANDRIA
420 E. Monroe Avenue
703-838-8085

YMCA Alexandria
420 east monroe Avenue, Alexandria, vA 22301
(703) 838-8085
www.ymcadc.org

Indoor Storage – del ray

Indoor, climate controlled storage space.
Available Immediately. Any size space available.
Private, 24/7 Access. Secure Building
M-M or Long Term Contracts Prices Available
(703) 549-1010
whalen001@msn.com

As Alexandria Department
of Transportation and Environmental Services Director Rich
Baier became the latest highprofile city staffer to depart the
Port City this month, officials
sought to dispel any notion that
City Hall is suffering from a
“brain drain.”
Baier took a job as director of public works in Sumter
County, Fla. This year the city
has also seen the retirement of
Deputy City Manager Michele
Evans, longtime Planning Director Faroll Hamer and the
departure of spokesman Tony
Castrilli.
In January, then-Alexandria
Fire Chief Adam Thiel announced he was leaving the
Port City for a position in Gov.
Terry McAuliffe’s administration.
In an interview with the
Times, city manager Rashad
Young acknowledged the city
has lost many employees with
a deep understanding of the
intricacies of local projects
and policy. But with many of
the resignations coming in the
summer months, officials are
not scrambling, he said.
“They’ve both worked in
the city for some time — Rich
for 15 years and Faroll for six
or seven — and have been involved in some pretty critical
things for the city,” Young said.
“But they both were thoughtful
about the timing of their departure: summer, when we’re
not in session legislatively and
there are fewer community
night-time meetings.”
Karl Moritz, another long-

time staffer, will hold Hamer’s
position until a new planning
director is appointed. Young
said the city will conduct a
nationwide search for the next
head of transportation and environmental services, but he will
restructure his own office to
make up for Evans’ retirement.
Residents were mixed in
their opinion on what the vacancies mean for city government. Poul Hertel believes the
turnover is a result of the occasionally acrimonious state of
relations between residents and
government officials.
“There’s inner turmoil in
the city, and it’s causing a lot of
tension and frictions and that
does have consequences,” Hertel said. “[It] does concern me
about the loss of institutional
memory. … If you go back 10
years or so, hardly anyone remembers what happened, why
it happened or what the law is,
so from an institutional perspective, it’s a problem.”
Other residents said they
were less concerned with the
recent departures than with
how officials plan to find replacements. Kathryn Papp said
it’s easy for a new hire to simply check archived city files
to brush up on long-running
issues. Still, that doesn’t necessarily equate to truly understanding Alexandria’s quirks.
“Having lived through numerous corporate re-organizations, I can testify that very little of importance is lost in staff
turnover; the key documents are
always kept,” Papp said. “I remain concerned about replacements and [whether they are a]
good fit. Someone from [San
Francisco], Seattle, Portland,
Phoenix, Denver and other big
western spaces might not bring
what a densely built, historic …
cash-limited city needs.”

I think it’s just
the natural
order of things. I don’t
see anything untoward
going on. We could
use some new insight,
some new attention
to these details. That’s
more important than
just sticking with [the
old guard] just for the
sake of it.”

- Bob Wood
Resident
And Bob Wood said that
perhaps it’s time for new perspectives in City Hall.
“I think it’s just the natural
order of things,” Wood said. “I
don’t see anything untoward
going on. We could use some
new insight, some new attention to these details. That’s
more important than just sticking with [the old guard] just for
the sake of it.”
Young admitted he will
miss Baier particularly as
staff weigh its options in dealing with Dominion Virginia
Power’s proposal to build a
230-kilovolt transmission line
through the Port City. Baier
was notably pointed in his
questions to Dominion representatives when they testified
before city council last month.
“Absolutely I’ll miss him
on that, he was our point person,” Young said with a chuckle. “I was looking forward to
him handling and managing
at least the day-to-day interaction of that, both with the work
groups we put together as well
as in conversations directly
with Dominion.”
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deles, the city’s park planner.
For residents like Kevin
Beekman, that meant taking
matters into their hands. Beekman is coordinating the Four
Mile Run Park project and
said there was a lot of interest
among his neighbors and others
to raise money directly for the
public space in Arlandria.
“Experience has shown,
though, that the public is really looking for specifics when
making a contribution,” he said.
“They’d like to see it going to
something like trees [rather]
than just a general park fund. At
least that’s what we think. So,
now armed with the Four Mile
Run Park improvement plan,
we actually have a list of things
that the city has documented
that the public wants to accomplish.”
Beekman and his fellow
supporters turned to Citizinvestor, a community fundraising
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platform, to bankroll needed
improvements.
Better known as crowdfunding, the fundraising method is
becoming increasingly popular,
with websites like Kickstarter
and Indiegogo being the best
known.
In order to set up a Citizinvestor account, supporters had
to secure the city’s approval.
The site partners with local
municipalities, letting residents
make tax deductable donations
toward specific undertakings.
Then organizers have a set period of time to reach their fundraising goal. Donations are only
collected if the project is fully
funded.
Four Mile Run Park’s community group raised $380 to
fund the project’s first phase
and is now $100 into the second
phase. With the help of local
nonprofits and revenue raised
through a farmer’s market held
in the park, the group has collected about $2,400 altogether.
If they are successful, volunteers will plant 13 trees in the

fall.
The crowdfunding effort
marks a first for Alexandria, officials said.
“What’s slightly different about this is the technology used,” said city spokesman
Craig Fifer. “What the website
does is make it easier for people
to give money to the project.

“I’ve made a lot
of good friends
since moving to
the Hermitage.”
—John Mutchler

oei
FROM | 1

unconstitutional ways,” McAuliffe said. “There is no question
that we must work together to
ensure that every single Virginia student has access to a world
class education in a public
school, and I am confident there
is a better way forward.”
McAuliffe said he has set
up a commission, led by state
Secretary of Education Anne
Holton, to look for other ways
to help struggling schools.
Alexandria School Board
Chairwoman Karen Graf was
glad to hear of the governor’s
decision.
Jefferson-Houston
School has been under threat
of takeover since it was denied
state accreditation again last
year.
“We’re happy that we will
not have to deal with a thirdparty governmental committee — we’d much rather deal
with the Virginia Department
of Education,” Graf said. “I

thought [OEI] was poorly written legislation. It was punitive
in focusing on the schoolhouse,
while we have individual students we need to concentrate
on across the district, not just in
one building.
“It didn’t consider the kids.
It was more a barometer of
property than anything else.”
Graf said she also was relieved that Alexandria City
Public Schools would not lose
control of a school the district
has just spent tens of millions of
dollars and years of planning to
rebuild.
“From a city standpoint and
in terms of how we allocate
our citizens’ taxes, it’s really
important that our investments
stay within the city’s purview,”
she said. “It is not optimal to
hand a whole building over to
the state. Just the maintenance
of the building is a huge undertaking, let alone moving
students forward academically,
so I don’t think the legislation was holistically thought
through.”

This is something Alexandria
has been doing for hundreds of
years. It’s a modern implementation of local generosity that
our residents have shown for a
long time.”
Officials in the city’s parks
and recreation department are
watching the effort with a keen
eye. If it succeeds, it could be

applied elsewhere.
“We’re excited to see what
the results from this are and if it
is a useful tool for the community and community groups,”
said Wedeles. “If it is, we look
to partner with other groups to
fundraise in a similar fashion in
the future, but this is somewhat
new to us.”

Enjoy the Carefree
Lifestyle You Deserve

D

h
Call

iscover why many people like you have come
to call the Hermitage home—the chance to
experience a new lifestyle with an array of services
and amenities. Just ask resident John Mutchler, who
appreciates the freedom from home maintenance
and the opportunity to participate in clubs and social
activities. Our residents also rave about our superb
dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, and an
overall feeling of caring and security that comes with
living at the Hermitage.
You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health
care and supportive services are available right here, if
you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

703-797-3814
to schedule
a tour of our
beautifully
appointed
apartments.
h

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com
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BACK TO SCHOOL

A little bit of reading goes a
long way during the summer
Teachers and librarians
agree: Pick up a book
By Katie Callahan

495

$
$95

G RSEE
S AV E AT
I
BEL N G
OW S

145

• Same

a reading program known as
SummerQuest. By the end of
August, kids who have read at
least 10 books receive a prize.
Students who are 12 to 18 years
old can register for the library’s
“Spark a Reaction” teen reading challenge and enter to win
one of four $50 gift cards after
reading five books.
Librarians also offer weekly
story times for babies, one-yearolds, preschoolers and families.
“Not only do we want children to read in order to avoid
‘summer slump,’ but we also
want to encourage children to
view reading as a fun and enjoyable experience and see the
library positively,” said Diana
Price, the Central Library Youth
Services Manager, via email.
SEE reading | 9

Economy
Full Set

$

Routine
Tooth
Extraction

Even though the school
year is just around the corner,
parents still have time to prepare their budding scholar for
success by putting a book in
their hands.
“I think it’s really important
that kids understand that they
have to keep their skills sharp
because a lot of kids will lose
a reading level over the summer,” said Stephanie Chlebus,
a teacher at Charles Barrett
Elementary School who previously taught reading to kindergarten and third grade students.
“[For] two months they’re not
reading, so they’ll start two
levels down, so it’s really im-

portant for students to read and
practice their skills.”
Turning on closed captioning during the day tricks kids
into reading more, she said,
and hearing the words as they
are spelled out reinforces their
learning.
A more orthodox approach
is getting involved in a reading program with incentives,
Chlebus said. Parents can set a
goal with their children of how
much to read each day, even if
only for 15 minutes.
And there are plenty of resources available. Alexandria
City Public Schools sends
home a reading project for
sixth to eighth grade students.
Parents can find it at www.
acps.k12.va.us/summer/reading-ms.pdf.
Alexandria libraries host

Complex
Tooth
Extraction

Day Service* • On-Site Lab
• Financing Available
Mesfin Zelleke,DDS, P. C.

Mesfin W. Zelleke, DDS

Genera l Dentist

Prince William Square Shopping Center
14228 Smoketown Road, Woodbridge VA

Se habla español

SAV E

SAV E

PER DENTURE O N

PER DENTURE O N

SAV E

75

$

PER DENTURE O N

ULTRA

Complete or
Partial Denture

(703) 491-0570

50 $25

$

PREMIUM
Complete or
Partial Denture

CUSTOM
Complete or
Partial Denture

1-800-DENTURE

www.AffordableDentures.com

Offers good only at Mesfin Zelleke DDS, P. C.
Coupon must be presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined
with any other coupons, discounts, package price, insurance benefit, or prior order.
Offer expires 8/29/14 and may change without notice.
*Same Day Service on Economy Dentures, in most cases, call for details. Additional fees may
be incurred depending on individual cases. Fees effective through 11/21/14.We gladly
accept Cash, Checks with ID, Visa, MasterCard and Discover as payment for our services.

0 216 7- 5 - V1.1

Call For Appointment

Limited production, artisan treats from near and far: wine, gourmet, gifts, and
accessories to enrich your life. Visit us today at either of our convenient
Alexandria locations, or shop online 24/7 at www.UnwinedVA.com.
Bradlee Shopping Center
3690-J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302
Phone: 703-820-8600

Belle View Shopping Center
1600-A Belle View Blvd.
Alexandria, VA 22307
Phone: 571-384-6880

Store Hours

Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm
Sunday 12pm-5pm

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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BACK TO SCHOOL

Prevent classroom anxiety with preparation
Get your children ready
for the next step in school
By Katie Callahan

Moving from one grade to
another can be stressful for students, but by preparing ahead,
parents and children can avoid
anxiety.
“Transitions can be really
hard and produce a lot of different feelings and behaviors and
the transition period doesn’t
just end once that school period
starts,” said Rachel Rosenberg,
a resident therapist at Alexandria Place Therapy.
She suggests visiting the
school, meeting teachers and
attending any school-offered
orientations. Rosenberg also
recommends setting up play
dates so your child sees a familiar face upon returning to
the classroom.
“A lot of times, a lot of anxiety comes out in unpredictability and unfamiliarity,” she
said. “Providing an opportunity for exposure to these new
settings and experiences can
relieve some of that anxiety
and stress.”
Establishing a routine allows children to feel comfortable. To feel a sense of purpose
and belonging, Rosenberg suggests students get involved in

reading
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“If children enjoy reading, they
are more likely to read more
throughout the year, which can
benefit them academically.”
Lorraine Keir, a kindergarten, first-grade and English
language teacher, said reading
is the same in any language
and transfers well, but if students can’t yet read, telling
stories for sequencing helps.
“It really doesn’t matter
what they read,” Keir said.
“Parents complain to us that

extracurricular activities and
speak with their parents about
their experiences.
“It takes a village to raise a
child, so between school, home
and the child, all of them need
to be able to help the transition
and have that open communication,” Rosenberg said.
Michael Diggins, ninth
grade dean of students at T.C.
Williams, said parents should
get in the habit of discussing
classes and homework.
“There are a variety of concerns that students confront
and do not share with school
personnel immediately,” Diggins said by email. “We need
to communicate regularly to
address concerns.”
Jim Supple, director of
summer programs at St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes, said the
school’s SummerTimes program helps students get “back
into the academic frame of
mind.”
“When students enroll in
our study skills course, it refreshes their organizational
skills, enhances the critical
thinking process and reminds
them of how important time
management is,” Supple said
in an email. “Students who
take the study skills course
come away with a renewed
enthusiasm for the upcoming

school year.”
First through sixth-graders
can participate in academic
enrichment, which focuses
on reading, writing and math
skills and is open to the public.
Middle and high school students can participate in study
skills courses, while soon-tobe graduates can prepare for
college applications with essay
writing sessions during August.
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes also provides a program
for students transitioning to a
private school and connects
younger students with their
teachers and peers.
Bishop Ireton’s Director
of Counseling Services Erin
O’Leary said parents should
familiarize their student with
their new school and understand that it may be very different. Bishop Ireton has an
orientation for incoming freshmen and another for transfer
students.
“Change is often difficult,
but the schools and the teachers have the best interest of
the student in mind,” O’Leary
said. “We want to help them
be successful and be the best
they can be. Sometimes it’s
not what they want in terms
of scheduling and classes, but
schools are doing their best.”

[their children] only want to
read one book or hear the same
story over and over again. For
kids, they want to go over the
same thing until they master it.
So if they want to read it over
and over, that’s OK. They’re
getting fluency and mastery
and a vocabulary by listening
to the words.”
For younger learners, Chlebus said parents should talk to
their kids about what they’re
doing.
“Talking is the most underrated thing parents can do,”
Chlebus said. “It increases

their vocabulary and they learn
through experience and get another perspective. By talking
through their experience and
the information that they’re
leaning, they have to synthesize and make connections
between what they’re doing in
school and real life.
“They learn so much by experiencing the world through
their parents’ eyes and by communicating, by putting down
the iPad and doing something
with their parents, by experiencing things together and developing big ideas.”

alextimes.com
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Sports

Alexandria Aces secure playoff
berth, still in championship hunt
The Alexandria Aces would
like to thank our fans,
families and sponsors for
making the 2014 season a
success. We couldn’t have
done it without you!

Be sure to check out
www.alexandriaaces.org for
playoff scores, game day
recaps and information
about the upcoming 2015
season!
Check us out on Social Media
Facebook: Alexandria Aces
Twitter: Alexandria_Aces
Instagram: Alexandria_Aces

See you next year Aces
Fans!

Aces lose to Bethesda
5-3, but had second
chance Wednesday
By Jim McElhatton

The Alexandria Aces have
made their third trip to the playoffs
in as many years, winning a first
round game against Gaithersburg
only to stumble late against league
powerhouse Bethesda Tuesday
night.
The Aces’ 5-3 win against the
Giants on Monday meant they
qualified for the four-team double
elimination playoff round for the
second year in a row. That meant
Alexandria still had a shot at the
Cal Ripken Collegiate League
championship despite the 5-3 loss
to Bethesda.
Still, the road to the championship game would have been a
lot easier with a win against the
Big Train. Victory seemed within
reach until Bethesda scored four
runs in the seventh and eighth innings.
“We’ve been getting great
starting pitching, we just need that
key two-out hit,” Aces head coach
Dave DeSilva said after the game.
The Aces held a 3-1 lead into
the seventh inning, with two of
those runs coming in the first after a lead-off double by shortstop
Josh Swirchak. He then scored on
a single by catcher Danny Bermudez. In the next at-bat, Jake Kuzbel
knocked home Ash Fulmer, who
had gotten on base with a walk.
But three late Aces errors
wiped out the early runs and overshadowed a strong start by Sean
Thompson, a right-hander from
Texas Tech who struck out five
batters and gave up one earned run
in 6 2/3 innings.
His change-up fooled Big Train
batters all night, including a few
who expressed their frustration to
the home plate umpire.
The loss also overshadowed

another perfect night at the plate
for Swirchak, who wasn’t even
sure he’d find a spot in the league
early in the season. In the playoffs,
however, he went 4 for 4 against
Gaithersburg and 3 for 3 against
Bethesda.
Swirchak, who plays for Wilmington University and grew up in
Mannassas, said he called around
but couldn’t find a spot on a college summer league team anywhere earlier in the season.
“[DeSilva] said, ‘Let’s get this
guy in and give him a shot,’” he
recalled. Within weeks, Swirchak
found himself going from role
player to one of the top hitters in
the league. Named to the all-star
team, he tied a league record in
triples and finished the season second overall in RBI (29) and batting average (.352).
“I’m just happy the Aces gave
me the opportunity,” he said after
the Bethesda game.
Among other regular season
standouts on the mound this year,
the Aces’ left-hander Andrew
Witczak led the league in earned
run average (0.84), and Tyler Tobin, who got the victory against
Gaithersburg on Monday, ranked
fourth overall (1.40) in the same
category.
After the Bethesda game,
DeSilva said the season wasn’t
over and refused to look beyond
their next game against Rockville
on Wednesday night, which was
after the Times’ deadline. A win
against the Express and Alexandria’s playoff run would continue,
while a loss would bring their
2014 season to a close.
Overall, he said the team
would have liked to have gotten a
few more regular season wins so
they didn’t have to use Tobin in
the play-in game against Gaithersburg.
The right-hander gave up two
runs in seven innings before Kyle
Ward shut down the Giants. Three

Photo/mark briscoe

Despite losing to Bethesda Big
Train on Tuesday, the Alexandria
Aces still have a shot at a Cal Ripken Collegiate League Championship this season.

Aces players — Swirchak, Bermudez and Ryan Lukach — hit
homers against Gaithersburg.
DeSilva said this year’s success proved last season — the
Ace’s first winning record in franchise history — was no fluke.
“I think we showed we’re one
of the top programs in the league,”
he said.

T.C. Williams track
star now a world
champion
T.C. Williams sprinter Josephus Lyles can add world
champion to his growing list
of titles after being part of the
USA 4x400-meter relay team
that won goal at the IAAF
World Junior Championships
in Eugene, Ore., last weekend.
Lyles put the U.S. squad
in front on the first leg of the
relay, and then sprinters Tyler
Brown, Rick Morgan and Michael Cherry held on for the
victory to help the U.S. squad
capture a record 21 medals,
according to the International
Association of Athletic Federations.
Lyles took first in the Virginia state 6A championships
as a sophomore, while his
brother Noah claimed titles in
the 100-meter and 200-meter
sprints.
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GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS
Wining & dining | by Justin Shilad & Katie Callahan

Foodies, restaurateurs prepare
for annual culinary celebration
Alexandria
Restaurant
Week will be bringing the
city’s dining scene to life from
August 15 to 24 when it returns
for the summer.
As usual, Old Town’s array
of restaurants will be heavily
represented, with Virtue Feed &
Grain, Society Fair, Vermillion
and The Majestic all participating among others. Outposts of
popular regional brands such as
Red Rocks and Teaism also are
getting into the fun as well.

Del Ray and Arlandria also
are joining in. Evening Star
Cafe, Del Ray Cafe and Fireflies are all participating, while
RT’s Restaurant will offer a
seafood-centered menu and
Cheesetique’s dishes will boast
their selection of hard-to-find
cheeses and meats.
Though each restaurant’s
food offerings will be unique,
every eatery participating in
the event will follow the same
format: $35 will get diners ei-

ther a dinner for two or a threecourse prix-fixe, depending on
the establishment. Either way,
diners will have a choice from
several menu items.
A full list of participating restaurants can be viewed
at visitalexandria.com. There,
diners can view each restaurant’s special menu and make
reservations, which many restaurateurs are advising potential patrons to do as soon as
possible.

A new species of Flying Fish
The team behind Flying
Fish unveiled an overhauled
menu earlier this month,
complementing the restaurant’s well-known sushi with
a delectable selection of side
dishes.
Owner Larry Vallieres said
customer preference sparked
the change. The restaurant
on the 800 block of King
Street last redid its menu in
2008.
“We needed to modernize the menu,” Vallieres said.
“The change was driven by
the economy. We needed low-

er priced items.”
The reworked appetizer
menu features chicken wings,
Asian chicken sliders, baconwrapped jalapeño poppers,
and a steak and avocado salad, among others.
Patrons also can enjoy a
reworked wine list with their
entree of choice: dry pack
diver scallops, tempura fried
seafood, iron seared yellow
fin tuna, grilled mahi, crispy
chicken thighs, a hanger steak
or pork belly with grits.
Melvin Urrutia, the chef
de cuisine who helped craft

the menu, jumped at the
chance to tweak the restaurant’s offerings. The changed
menu reflects his approach to
cooking, he said.
“The concept is all about
preparation, cooking and how
you do it,” Urrutia said. “I
was fortunate. I learned from
the best chefs in the country.
So I talked to Larry and said,
‘I’m ready for it. Let’s do it.’”
Urrutia, going on seven
years at the restaurant, previously worked at Graffiato under Top Chef runner-up, Mike
Isabella.

Makeovers and expansions
Vermillion celebrated its
11th anniversary this month
with a complete renovation,
having been shut temporarily
earlier this month.
Between July 6 and 11, the
restaurant closed down to update its look. The 1120 King
St. eatery now sports refinished
floors, new furniture and some
fresh motifs.

They made the redesign official by holding an anniversary party July 17, featuring live
music and guest bartenders.
Seva Café, located at 2016
Mount Vernon Ave., has applied for a special use permit
for outdoor dining. The application is under review, with
August 7 the last day for public
comment.

Sangjun Thai Restaurant,
located at 300 King St., also
filed a change of ownership
request. In the application, the
business said that it intends to
convert a basement space into
an area for “a true bar crowd
that watches sports and uses
language that may be inappropriate in a family restaurant atmosphere.”
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At Home
Top trends from landscape architects
by Marty Ross

In a well-designed garden,
you can feel the music.
“It’s like a waltz,” says Ted
Cleary, a landscape architect in
Charlotte, N.C., who has been
designing gardens for almost
20 years.
Gardens, like music, are
about movement and rest, he
says. You should glide through
a good garden as gracefully as
a couple moves across a dance
floor.

A new survey from the
American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) reveals that this outdoor dance
fits into a pattern. Homeowners
want pretty gardens with places to entertain, grill, and relax.
They’re interested in sensitive
garden lighting and comfortable places to sit. They want
“livable, open spaces that are
both stylish and earth-friendly,” says Nancy Somerville of
the ASLA.
The 2014 ASLA trend sur-

vey reflects the observations
of landscape architects across
the country who specialize in
residential design. Landscape
architects are trained to see the
big picture, Cleary says, but
the survey shows that garden
designs are made up of separate parts, from the front walk
to the back patio. In a successful garden plan, courtyards,
flower gardens, pools, seating
areas, grilling spots and storage buildings all fit neatly together.

“Your house is just a microcosm of a small town square,
and our job is to figure out how
it all relates,” Cleary says.
Garden design projects also
help you develop your aesthetic sense and reveal the potential of your property, says Mary
Palmer Dargan, a landscape architect who lives and works in
Atlanta and in Cashiers, N.C.
One of the biggest trends
this year is demand for firstrate outdoor lighting: 98 percent of landscape architects

surveyed said lighting is a high
priority among their clients.
Good lighting makes any garden more attractive, Cleary
says. “You would be amazed
at how it will transform your
landscape.”
Outdoor lighting should
highlight important features
and direct you and your guests
through the evening landscape
safely, but it should also be
subdued and a little mysteriSEE landscape | 13

HOME OF THE WEEK

Beauty and efficiency hide behind this charming exterior
This charming home is situated on a picture-perfect street
in Alexandria’s highly sought
after Jefferson Park neighborhood.
A cozy front porch welcomes you into this bright
Colonial that includes many
upgrades and energy-efficient
features. The dining area opens
to the updated kitchen that is
complete with an island as well
as plenty of counter and cabinet space. An inviting living
room and a versatile sunroom
on the main level make either

At a Glance:

Location: 512 Fontaine St.,
Alexandria, VA 22302

formal or casual entertaining a
breeze.
Upstairs, you will find the
master bedroom with an attached office/sitting room,
balcony and gorgeous master
bath. Two additional bedrooms
and another full-size bathroom
complete the upstairs.
The finished basement can
also easily become a guest suite
with its convenient full bath.
Energy-efficient features
have recently been added, including newer, oversized windows; a tankless, instant hot

water heater; additional insulation in the attic and crawl
spaces; and radiant floors in
the master bath and enclosed
porch.
Outside, the picturesque
backyard features a solarheated pool, complete with
stone surround. Before or after a swim, relax with family
and friends under the pergola,
which is surrounded by flourishing landscaping. In the evening, accent lighting throughout the landscaping provides a
peaceful glow.

Price: $1,082,000
Square Footage: 3,045 square feet
Year Built: 1940

Photo/TruPlace

Take a staycation in this lovely garden and pool.

Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 3.5
Contact: Elizabeth Lucchesi, McEnearney

Associates, 703.868.5676, www.lizluke.com
ADVERTORIAL

Home of the Week sponsored by European Country Living
EuropEan HandcraftEd furniturE, antiquEs & VintagE accEssoriEs

SUPER SUMMER SALE
European Country Living  1006 King Street, Alexandria,VA 22314

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE

on everything in the store!

TEL (703) 778-4172

OnLinE ShopECL.com

Facebook “f ” Logo

We’re Social
CMYK / .eps

Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .eps
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ous. A runway of fixtures set
too close together spoils the
mood. Smaller pools of light
that slightly overlap are visually graceful and still make a
garden easy to navigate, Cleary
says.
“You should very seldom
see the source, but you should
see the effect,” he says.
John Pletcher, owner of
Natural Accents lighting design company in Liberty,
Mo., calls bright lights “glare
bombs.”
“People are really starting
to see that you don’t need a
lot of light,” he says. “You can
keep it very low, and it can still
be gorgeous.”
The survey of trends also
found that outdoor dining areas are high on the list of priorities for homeowners, with
fire pits, fireplaces, grills and
built-in seating close behind.
In fact, they all go together,
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Cleary says.
A garden with great places
to sit looks inviting even if
you don’t always have time to
linger, Cleary says. He prefers
gardens with several seating
areas — perhaps a few chairs
just outside the back door, for
example, and a bench deeper in
the garden. Lightweight furniture that can be moved around
easily lets you experiment with
different views and perspectives in your own garden. The
wire mesh chairs in Paley Park
in midtown Manhattan are a
good example of how light furniture works well in any garden, Cleary says, the configuration of chairs and tables can
change throughout the day and
through the seasons.
Built-in seating serves other purposes as well, and it has
become justly popular, Cleary
says. Seating walls help define
the spaces in a garden, reduce
clutter and introduce strong
horizontal lines in a design.
The built-in bench in a stone
wall designed by landscape

architect Meg Turner for clients in Richmond, follows a
graceful curve in a corner, and
the view from there seems to
embrace the garden. The bench
faces back across to the house,
which is made of the same
handsome stone. In another
garden, Turner designed a seating wall that frames an outdoor
fireplace. On cool evenings,
the wall accommodates a cozy
crowd.
“It’s almost a missed opportunity if you have a terrace
with a wall and don’t have
built-in seating,” Cleary says.
People naturally gravitate
to these spaces, he says, because they “want to be a part
of things, to see what’s going
on, but you want to feel protected.”
Seating built against a wall
fills that need.
Garden trends really don’t
change all that dramatically
over the years, Cleary says.
Your investment is safe; this
year’s garden design will still
look great in years to come. As

plants mature, well-cared-for
landscaping can even increase
in value: ASLA research
shows that a professional
landscape design can add up
to 15 percent to the value of

your home. A well-designed
garden is a comfortable and
inviting space you will enjoy
every day you live in your
house. That’s a trend anyone
can appreciate.

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

The Lee-Fendall House Museum & Garden seeks
enthusiastic volunteers to help spread a love of history
to the people of Alexandria.
Email contact@lEEfEndallhousE.org
for morE information.

The mission of the Virginia Trust for Historic Preservation
is to promote historic preservation and education by
preserving, rehabilitating, maintaining, and interpreting the
Lee-Fendall House Museum, gardens, and collection, thus
serving as a community resource for the city of Alexandria.

www.leefendallhouse.org

Photos/Studio Cleary Landscape Architecture

For a home and garden show, landscape architect Ted Cleary built an updated courtyard (left) for a midcentury modern home. The colors, lines, seating and lighting were designed for hip, young homeowners who
have rediscovered midcentury modern architecture for their own lifestyle. A traditional Italianate courtyard
(right) and pool, designed by Cleary, makes dramatic use of broad stone columns with bluestone caps. The
bowls are planted with spiky yucca and lantana, with String of Pearls senecio draping over the sides.
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SCENE AROUND TOWN

Hitting the right notes
Children, adults say ‘Aloha’ to Del Ray ukelele classes | Photos by Katie Callahan

Amy Reiff, a self-taught ukulele and voice instructor, shows Amarantha Flachs how to place her fingers to play the correct note.

Cai Cuevas looks intently at sheet music while playing a
song in the 45-minute class at Rock of Ages Music.

Cruz Cuevas points out a piece of the music
to his father while resting between songs.

Hector Cuevas (left)
watches as his son, Cruz,
5, listens to instructor
Amy Reiff’s lesson.
Cai Cuevas (right), 5,
practices while his sister,
Quinn Cuevas, plays the
kazoo in her mother’s
arms.

Amarantha Flachs (left), 7, sits back and practices
her strumming to warm up at the beginning of the
‘Kids’ Songs for the Ukulele’ class on July 19.
Jack Jahns (right), 7, performs “Mary had a Little
Lamb” on both the ukulele and the kazoo. Other
songs included on the playlist were “Row, Row, Row
your Boat,” “Are You Sleeping?” and “The Farmer
in the Dell.”
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Calendar
To have your event
considered for our calendar
listings, please email
events@alextimes.com.
Now to August 3
SYMBOLIC SPACES Francie

Hester’s newest exhibit examines time
as fluid and without a beginning or end
through her use of steel, aluminum,
paint, wax and pigment.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays; 1 to 4 p.m. Saturdays
Location: Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Information: www.nvfaa.org

Now to August 7
JANE AUSTEN DANCE CLASS

In preparation for the Jane Austen Ball
on August 9, learn 18th-century English
country dancing from expert instructors.
Reservations recommended. Tickets
cost $12 per class or $30 for all three.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
shop.alexandriava.gov

Now to August 31
SIT DOWN AND TAKE A STAND:
THE SAMUEL W. TUCKER EXHIBITION This exhibition focuses on the

life of famed civil rights attorney Samuel
Wilbert Tucker and the historic 1939 sitin at a city library. Admission is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356 or
www.alexandriava.gov/blackhistory

Now to September 26
BASEBALL BOAT TO NATIONALS PARK Take a Potomac Riverboat

Co. ferry across the Potomac River to
catch the Washington Nationals at 80
percent of home games. Tickets are $15
one way or $25 for a round trip.
Time: Various
Location: Alexandria Marina, 1 Cameron St.
Information: 703-684-0580 or www.
baseballboat.com

July 31
BOUTIQUES UP LATE Every
Thursday, the Old Town Boutique District
boutiques will be open until 8 p.m. to
take advantage of the longer daylight
hours. In addition, block parties in zones
throughout Old Town will introduce the
community to the Boutiques Up Late
initiative.
Time: Stores open until 8 p.m., block
parties from 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com/ai1ec_event/boutiquesup-late/
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MUSIC AT TWILIGHT CONCERT
A choral pops performance by the Alexandria Singers. Guests are encouraged
to bring a folding chair or blanket and
a picnic.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-746-5592

HARRY POTTER BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION In celebration of

Harry Potter’s birthday, the StablerLeadbeater Apothecary Museum will
hold special tours to explore the realworld uses of a number of plant-based
concoctions. Tickets cost $6.
Time: 5 to 9 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or www.
apothecarymuseum.org

August 1
MARKET SQUARE CONCERT A
free concert by the Sudden M Pac band
in front of City Hall.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-5592

August 2
FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE
FESTIVAL A community-wide festival

celebrating the birthday of the Friendship Firehouse. Includes vendors, food
and drink sales and a firetruck display.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-751-6416 or
kehoe@aol.com

FAMILY DIG DAY Help city archae-

ologists and students from the George
Washington University field school
screen excavate soil from a real dig on
the grounds of the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial. Tickets cost
$5 per person, reservations required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Archaeology
Museum, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-736-4399 or
archaeology@alexandriava.gov.

August 3-31
SUMMER CHAMBER SERIES

The Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic Association presents its Summer
Chamber Series at the Lyceum, featuring musicians playing the best chamber
music. Admission is free, with donations
accepted.
Time: Each Sunday, 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Information: 703-799-8229, wmpmusic@earthlink.org or www.wmpmusic.org

August 4
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first

of two sessions in which people can
learn how to give initial help to someone
showing signs of a mental illness or
mental health crisis. Registration is free,
but space is limited to 20 per class.
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

August 5
BLOOD DRIVE The American Red

Cross ask blood and platelet donors to
help prevent a possible summer shortage by donating.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Red Cross Alexandria Chapter House, 123 N. Alfred St.
Information: 800-733-2767 or redcrossblood.org

MORRISON HOUSE PRESENTS: STEVE PRINCE A presenta-

tion by artist and art professor Steve
Prince on linocut printing, his style of
work and a demonstration of the linocut
process.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Morrison House, 116 S.
Alfred St.
Information: www.morrisonhouse.com

August 6
CANAL PLAZA CONCERT A free
soul-influenced rock concert by The
Sidleys, with guests encouraged to bring
a picnic lunch. Admission is free.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Canal Center Plaza Ampitheater, 44 Canal Center Plaza.
Information: 703-746-5592
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The sec-

contact@KingStreetCats.org

www.KingStreetCats.org

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

ond of two sessions in which people can
learn how to give initial help to someone
showing signs of a mental illness or
mental health crisis. Registration is free,
but space is limited to 20 per class.
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

August 7
MUSIC AT TWILIGHT CONCERT

A jazz and R&B performance by the
Ambience Band. Guests are encouraged
to bring a folding chair or blanket and
a picnic.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300 John
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-746-5592

BLOOD DRIVE The American Red

Cross ask blood and platelet donors to
help prevent a possible summer shortage by donating.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Red Cross Alexandria Chapter House, 123 N. Alfred St.
Information: 800-733-2767 or redcrossblood.org

UPCYCLE KICK-OFF EVENT UpCycle’s new project “Fur-Vor” examines
the role dogs play in Alexandria and how
they fit into the community. The kick-off
event will explain what is involved in the
project and the role residents and businesses can play.
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: UpCycle, 1712 Mount
Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-861-8705
or www.upcyclecrc.org.
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~ I’m Hearing Impaired ~
My name is Kate, I’m 2 years old and in need of a new
home with someone who is willing to learn the hand
signals that I understand.
I love to romp, play and exercise a lot; I’m still a puppy
at heart! One part Boxer, one part Terrier, and 100%
affectionate, that’s me. Little old me.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT RAISING A HEARINGIMPAIRED CANINE, PLEASE CONTACT THE ALEXANDRIA
SHELTER AT 703-746-4664.

THANk yOU

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding
homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com
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Let’s Eat

A special advertising feature
of the Alexandria Times

Hit up one of Alexandria’s hotspots
this summer: Foster’s Grille
There’s nothing quite like the
first hamburger of summer, so when
your stomach starts growling, why
not try one of the exquisite chargrilled burgers at Foster’s Grille.
Regardless of the type — beef,
turkey or veggie — Foster’s Grille
serves some of the best in Northern
Virginia.
Their charburgers are unique.
The beef patties are a special mix
of sirloin and ground chuck shipped
directly from a farm in the Midwest,
and are formed by hand before being sprinkled with a secret seasoning.
Then these specially created patties grilled over an open flame. After being cooked to perfection, the
juicy charburgers are placed on but-

tery buns and customized according
to each patron’s tastes. Many customers accentuate their burger with
well-seasoned French fries.
“Come on by Foster’s Grille and
enjoy a cool, freshly squeezed lemonade or thick milkshake while we
grill your charburger,” said manager Michael Catts. “Your burger will
taste as though it is fresh off your
backyard grill, and you won’t have
had to endure the sweltering heat to
make it.”
In addition to the charburgers at Foster’s Grille, the hot dogs,
oven-roasted turkey and chicken
sandwiches, Philly cheesesteak and
wings are all popular. The joint’s
happy hour, from 4 to 7 p.m. all
week, includes 70-cent wings and

greatly reduced beer prices.
There are several other specials
at Foster’s Grille during the warmer
months. Customers are also enthusiastically ordering this summer’s
“Dixie Dog,” a hot dog served with
mustard, sauteed onions and coleslaw on top.
On the beverage side, be sure
to try the banana milkshake. This
refreshing drink leaves you with a
taste of the tropics. Fresh bananas
are mixed in with vanilla ice cream,
creating a delicious but not overpowering banana-flavored shake.
During Alexandria Restaurant
Week from August 15-24, Foster’s
Grille will offer two family style
SEE foster’s grille | 17

Try our 3 CourSe Dinner Menu!

~ Pr e-f I x M e N u s AvA I l A b l e ~

We are now offering both $30 and $35 options!
Price based on selection. Some surcharge may apply. Prices subject to change without notice.

Weekly Special - Fresh fish options each day
All Pre-fix menus are offered IN ADDITION to our standard a la carte

Large Groups & Private Dining Available.
Make your reservation today!
315 Madison Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703.836.5123 | www.alalucia.com

25% off

Any Bottle of Wine
when Dining In
Sunday, Monday,
& TueSday

Outdoor Patio Now Open!

Dine in with us in our traditional Thai ambience.
Located in Old Town North, Alexandria.
We Also Deliver!

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

www.bastillerestaurant.com

Casual elegance at your doorstep!
1201 N. Royal Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
Reservations: 703-519-3776

Outdoor
patio open
lunch and
dinner!

Happy Hour

7 Days a Week from 4-7
SpecialS on wingS, draft beer and wine
2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314
703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated

Serving Country French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge
Where

you can

experience the tastes
and ambiance of a

paris

cafe Without leaving

the city limits .

127 N. Washington St.
703.548.4661
WWW.lerefugealexandria.com

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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foster’s grille

Obituaries
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meal options. The first combines two adult meals
(burgers, chicken sandwiches, wings and more) with
two milkshakes and one child’s meal. The second deal
consists of two adult meals and two kids’ meals for
$35.00.
For more information, call 703-519-0055
or stop by Foster’s Grille at 2004 Eisenhower Ave.
You also can go to www.fostersgrille.com to
learn more about the menu, party platters and their
“Dining for Dollars” fundraising program.

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner $17.95
Not valid with other offers

It’s our
Third YEAR!

Au Pied de Cochon

From the founder of
235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Special Dinner for Two $34
6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. (in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues)
Your choice of 2 entrées and 1 bottle
of red or white wine selected by the house

Simone marchand singing
Edith Piaf songs every Friday night

Mary Ida Cammisa
MARY IDA CAMMISA
(age 96) of Alexandria,
Virginia; passed away
peacefully on July 17,
2014, at Goodwin House
Bailey’s Crossroads. Loving wife of the late Guido
F. Cammisa; devoted mother of James E. Cammisa,
Anne Marie Cammisa (Paul
Christopher Manuel), and
SAVOR SUMMER
Michael X. Cammisa; cherished grandmother of Maria Teresa Manuel and Rosa
Caterina Manuel.
Mary Ida Hitchman was
born on January 16, 1918,
in Mount Pleasant Pa., the
youngest child of John J.
and Anne Clancy Hitchman. On the morning of
December 7, 1941, she took
a train to Washington and
soon began a career in the
federal government. She
was followed in early 1942
by her mother, her brothers J. Joseph Hitchman
and Edward R. Hitchman,
and her sister Katharine
H. Thomas. (Her brother
Paul L. Hitchman remained
in Pennsylvania to raise a
large extended family in
greater Pittsburgh.) Mary
Ida worked as a secretary
for the Navy, Army, and
Defense departments and
the Bureau of the Budget,
but her longest tenure was
as an executive secretary in
the Department of State. A
fond memory was meeting
General Dwight D. Eisenhower and receiving a personal autograph in his book
“Crusade in Europe.”
On June 11, 1955, she
married Guido F. Cammisa,
owner and director of the
Alexandria Clinical Laboratory, and they settled in
Old Town to raise their
family. Over the years she
volunteered at St. Mary’s
Catholic
Church,
St.
Mary’s Parochial School,

ANNA ROSIE BOOK (63),
of Alexandria, July 26, 2014
CAROL DIANE COOPER (65),
of Alexandria, July 5, 2014
ADELE DAVIS “DALE”
WOODALL FLETCHER,
formerly of Alexandria, July 20,
2014
ALICE “NINA” LEE FULESDY,
of Alexandria, April 24, 2014

St. Mary’s Academy, Bishop Ireton High School,
Meals on Wheels and the
White House Greetings Office. In the 1970s, with the
encouragement of a friend,
she began taking classes in
oil painting at the YWCA
and became an accomplished artist. Guido retired
in 1984, and in 1989 they
moved to the Montebello
condominium community
in Fairfax County. Guido
passed away in 1998 and
Mary Ida moved to Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads in 2000, where she
continued her artistry with
ceramics and concluded
a long and happy life surrounded by family and
friends.
The family will be present at the Demaine Funeral
Home, 520 South Washington Street, Alexandria VA
22314, on Friday, August 1,
2014, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
A Mass of Christian Burial
will take place on Saturday,
August 2, 2014, at 10:30
a.m. at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, 310 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA
22314. Interment to follow
at St. Mary’s Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made
to the Sisters of the Holy
Cross, Development Office – St. Mary’s, 407 Bertrand Hall, Notre Dame IN
46556-5000 (www.cscsisters.org).

CAROLINE A. GARDNER (91),
of Alexandria, July 19, 2014
JAMES MILTON HIGGINS
(90), of Alexandria, July 7, 2014
MYRTIE M. LEBKICKER,
formerly of Alexandria,
July 27, 2014
JOHN JAMES LISANICK, JR.
(79), of Alexandria, June 28,
2014
MARTHA MCKECKNIE MILLS,
of Alexandria, July 15, 2014
FAYE NELSON QUICK
ROSSER, formerly of
Alexandria, July 22, 2014
HELEN BEHNEY STANSBURY,
of Alexandria, July 27, 2014

Obituary Policies
All obituaries in the Times are
charged through the funeral
home on a per-word basis comparable to the space rate offered
to nonprofit advertisers.
Deadlines are the Monday
prior to the issue date. Call
703.739.0001 for details.
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Our View
Seize the opportunities
as they come
Two local developments caught our eye this week. The
first, and perhaps most pressing, is Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s
decision to forgo appealing a Norfolk judge’s ruling that the
Opportunity Educational Institution is unconstitutional.
That state agency, as regular readers will recall, was created to take over failing public schools. Richmond’s list included Jefferson Houston, an elementary school that has long
struggled to meet state and federal academic benchmarks.
The Times advocated for a state takeover of Jefferson
Houston just over a year ago. It was not an easy decision, but
one arrived at after seeing the many unsuccessful attempts to
turn the school around in recent years.
More than a few readers objected to took our stance,
which flew in the face of the Alexandria School Board’s position regarding the institution. We stand by it, but the ball is in
the other court now.
McAuliffe’s decision to let the judge’s ruling stand, which
determined the legislation co-opted powers that should be left
to local authorities, leaves the state agency dead in the water.
So the onus is on members of the school board and the community at large. Jefferson Houston is in your hands.
What taxpayers need now, given the multimillion-dollar
facility going up at the site, is a clear path ahead. We need
benchmarks and, more importantly, consequences if they are
not met.
We are not denying the amount of work or effort previously expended on correcting Jefferson-Houston. We never
have.
However, the path ahead requires accountability as much
as it requires new ideas. We have a new leadership team, a
new building and a newly attained baccalaureate status. If
improvement isn’t seen within the next two to three years, a
more drastic — locally led — change is needed.
Charter school has long been a dirty phrase in Alexandria,
but perhaps that needs changing as well in the coming years.
In more uplifting local news, we learned this week that
friends of Four Mile Run Park have partnered with City Hall
and an Internet-based crowdfunding Web site to potentially
fund needed improvements. Crowdfunding allows activists
to raise money for specific projects by harnessing the generosity of the web’s denizens.
Crowdfunding sites usually are reserved for private and
for-profit endeavors. The team behind the Old Town Theater,
for example, turned to one such website to kick start efforts
to revitalize the former venue.
If this undertaking, which would see new 13 new trees
planted in the Arlandria park, succeeds, we encourage other
local activists to take note.
Too often, we hear complaints of how City Hall is failing
to meet expectations. This new option gives residents the opportunity to pitch in where and how they see fit.
We encourage our neighbors to take advantage of both
opportunities. Jefferson-Houston, Four Mile Run Park and a
host of other initiatives depend upon you.

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Don’t let developers and city staff
low ball us on the waterfront
To the editor:
Anchoring is a well-established, effective negotiating
technique. The seller attempts
to set the first price high and
the buyer attempts to make his
first offer low.
Negotiations
proceed
around this anchor price and
quickly pass from a discussion of true value to a process
of gamesmanship as one party
seeks to achieve marginal gain
over the other. The person
who makes the first offer typically sets the anchor and holds
the most influence.

THE BUSINESS PLAN

Plan,” will return in August.

After negotiations finish,
there is relatively little movement away from where the anchor was first set.
After witnessing the most
recent board of architectural
review discussions on plans
for the redevelopment of
Robinson Terminal South, I
am convinced that anchoring
forms the basis of public engagement in Alexandria, from
city staff, through the developers, to residents. A “low ball”
offer is put before the public
first and foremost.
How else can one explain

the startling, contemporary
design presented by EYA,
the builder on this site? (See
the plan on the city website:
alexandriava.gov).
From the bland facade
of townhomes along Union
Street and the barely updated
garden apartment replicas
along Wolfe Street to the
monolithic glass and metal
“European modern” condos
on the river, this design must
be this first low ball offer to
anchor subsequent discussions
SEE development | 19

Bill Reagan is off this month. His regular column, “The Business

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Palestinians also are to
blame for Middle East strife

Banning ‘for sale’ signs flies in
the face of the First Amendment
To the editor:
It is shocking to discover
that the city that was frequented by our first president, George Washington,
contains
unconstitutional
prohibitions against free
speech in its municipal code.
Section 10-4-13 prohibits
the use of “for sale” signs in
cars. Although this infringement of free speech does
not affect our many wealthy
neighbors, it most certainly
affects the working poor in
Alexandria. Similarly, the
cost of the ticket — $40 —
is a minor annoyance to our
wealthy residents, but can be
a serious sum for others.
To rub salt in the wound,

if you want to challenge this
unconstitutional
infringement, the Alexandria District
Court requires a notarized
affidavit merely to get a
court date. (Thank goodness
we all get so exercised about
asking for ID before heading
into the voting booth.)
It is depressing to think
that the commonwealth’s attorney’s office is involved
and actually prosecutes this
unconstitutional ordinance.
You would think they would
know better.
And its enforcement also
necessarily affects the police and parking staff. They
are obliged to enforce it by
insisting that that an uncon-

stitutional ordinance has
the power of the city police
and courts behind it, making
them violate their oath.
In 2007, the U.S. 6th
Circuit Court of Appeals
found a similar rule in Glendale, Ohio, unconstitutional. Many judges in other
municipalities have struck
down similar laws as unconstitutional infringements on
speech.
Alexandria City Council
should immediately repeal
this section of the code. This
is America, not Soviet Russia.

development

meaning, a compatible new
building is one that can coexist with historic buildings in
harmony.”
To the board members’
credit, they all but stated the
builders and architects must
start over. This was a concept
review, designed to prevent
future conflict in more formal
reviews.
Sadly, they probably won’t.
The anchor has been set.
In the heart of our historic district, between two of
our most historic waterfront
parks, we now have large,
massed blocks of glass and
steel. The discussion will
move quickly to window design and building materials.
The appropriateness of the
scale, the inferiority of the
vision and the clanging presence of this commercially derived design will only change
at the margin.
That is, unless residents
strongly reject this anchoring
approach that so commonly
characterizes dialog between
public and commercial entities in our city, facilitated by
city staff.
It was city staff, after all,
who gave the green light to

this flawed concept in the
historic district, writing on
page 10 of the city’s report,
“In concept, staff strongly
supports the general design
direction for a large-scale,
transparent,
contemporary
building constructed of timeless materials.”
Any homeowner in Old
Town’s historic district knows
the struggle they face to add a
light fixture, repair a window
or change the paint color on
external walls. Apparently,
developers get a bye from city
staff in this regard.
Residents must demand
more very early, or continue
to expect less in the end, of
our waterfront and our city.
Our anchor is our history,
the structure and form of our
streets and residences as well
as the scale and beauty of our
diverse neighborhoods.
Negotiations should start
from this point, not from
poorly formed precedents
imported from elsewhere to
lower expectations and divert
our discussions.
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with likely outraged residents.
The plan has little to do
with design and everything to
do with negotiations. In this
case, that means negotiations
for top price water views and
maximum tax revenue for
the city. Keep the residents
appeased with brick face on
Union Street, but strive for
transparent glass blocks to attract the world!
The board of architectural review was appalled.
Three of five board members
were straightforward in their
alarm and rejection. Two others were more circumspect
in registering clear concern.
After all, the board’s guidance had been clear, as stated
on page four of the report:
“Therefore, a fundamental
goal of the architectural design of the project should be
compatibility with the waterfront and historic district as a
whole, clearly recognizing the
context in which this building
will be located and respecting
the longtime local building
traditions. At its most basic

- Robert Roberts
Alexandria

- Bob Wood
Alexandria

To the editor:
Timothy Conway’s assertion of “Israel’s occupation of
Palestinian land” for “almost
half a century” as an alternative
rationalization for divestments
(“Anti-Semitism is not the reason why organizations choose
to divest from Israel,” July 3)
ignores salient facts and does not
withstand scrutiny.
Palestinians rejected the
1947 United Nations’ Partition
Plan that gave them a state in the
West Bank and Gaza. Following
repeated Arab military attempts
to destroy Israel, the country
sent military forces into the West
Bank in 1967 to respond to an
attack by Jordan, which had controlled the area since 1948.
Since then, Palestinians have
rejected all of Israel’s territorial
offers, used the West Bank as
a base for terrorist attacks and,
after Israel withdrew in 2005,
began launching rockets from
Gaza against Israeli civilians.
Territorial disputes are com-

mon around the globe. The substantial U.S. security assistance
to Israel — that must mostly
be spent here, creating American jobs — does not justify a
divestment movement focused
solely on Israel. We also give
almost half a billion dollars in
annual cash grants to the Palestinian Authority, much of which
is spent on stipends to convicted
terrorists and their families.
Conway asserts that while
living in Israel he “saw first
hand the brutalization of which
I speak.” Didn’t he see the rockets from Gaza; the bombings of
Israeli markets, buses, coffee
shops and holiday gatherings;
the grotesque anti-Semitic images in Palestinian school books,
TV and summer camp programs?
If he had, perhaps he’d be
urging divestment from companies that work with the Palestinians.
- Jerome I. Chapman
Alexandria

We are bringing a touch of Germany
to Alexandria’s culinary scene
To the editor:
Thank you, Michael Ford, for
sharing your thoughts regarding
the lack of German cuisine and
opportunities for “utepils” in Alexandria (“Bring a touch of Germany to Alexandria’s restaurant
scene,” July 10). We completely
agree and would like to let you
and everybody else know we
have been working to fill this
precise void in the city.
Please allow us to introduce
Portner Brewhouse. The forthcoming restaurant, brewery and
craft beer test kitchen will feature classic German and contemporary American fare, including
a made-from-scratch wurst of
the day that can be enjoyed with
one of our handcrafted beers,
which are brewed from recipes
of yesteryear and today.
Portner Brewhouse is in-

spired by and will celebrate the
history of the South’s largest
pre-Prohibition brewery, The
Robert Portner Brewing Co. It
was operated in Old Town by
our great-great grandfather and
German immigrant, Robert Portner from 1862 until 1916.
In the meantime, we would
like to invite you all to join us
for one of our private pre-opening tasting events by becoming
a member of our taste test team.
Membership is free and signing
up is easy on our Web site: www.
portnerbrewhouse.com. We look
forward to meeting you and
sharing good things and good
times in the future!
Prost!
- Catherine and
Margaret Portner
Co-founders, Portner
Brewhouse
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

From the web

The short golden age of streetcars

In response to
“The Port City suffers
from an acute lack of open
space,” July 24:

T

he Washington, Alexandria and
Mount Vernon Electric Railway
became the first streetcar line in
Northern Virginia when it was constructed
in 1892, and is credited with transforming
Alexandria into a bedroom suburb of D.C.
from the turn of the 20th century onwards.
Organizers originally wanted to create a
way for tourists visiting the nation’s capital
to get to the former home of George Washington, about 15 miles south of the District, in Mount Vernon. During the tourism
offseason, planners expected local traffic
would bring in additional revenue.
Built in stages, the streetcar line eventually crossed the Potomac River from Washington, ran through Rosslyn and across Four
Mile Run before stopping in Alexandria
along what is now Commonwealth Avenue.
After entering the downtown area along
King Street at Union Station, the rail tracks
wound along several downtown streets —
including Cameron, Columbus and Royal
— as it headed south toward Mount Vernon. A station at the intersection of Prince
and Royal streets was the last stop in town
before the streetcar crossed Great Hunting Creek and entered Fairfax County. The
turn-of-the-century photograph seen here
captured the recently installed track bed
along a rural area of Royal Street near its
intersection with Franklin Street.
Once over the creek, the line ran parallel
to the shoreline and finally ended at a large
turn-around at the Mount Vernon estate that
still exists. During World War I, the route
was extended to reach Camp Humphreys,
now Fort Belvoir, which was a short distance away.
Within several years of its construction,

Jason writes:

photo/Mount Vernon Ladies Association

the streetcar line saw commuter communities like Del Ray, St. Elmo and Rosemont
spring up alongside its tracks as new residents poured into the area. Waterfront hamlets south of the city flourished as seasonal,
recreational and residential use increased.
Ninety-two trains were operating along the
line every day by 1906.
However, the success of the early
streetcars paved the way to their demise.
New residential developments increased
the demand for interurban and suburban
vehicular transport, achieved by the reduced cost of automobiles because of the
development of assembly line techniques.
“Motoring” quickly changed from a
recreational sport for the wealthy to an
essential element of middle-class life. By
1920, private cars and public buses provided a popular alternative to streetcars in the
region.
The last streetcar plied the route through
Alexandria in January 1932. Soon after,
the rails south of the city were removed to
make way for the new George Washington
Memorial Parkway.

I tend to agree with the author’s
general sentiment, although the
details are different. [Another commentator] is dead-on in saying
that Frederick and Alexandria are
hardly comparable. That said, the
development in Potomac Yard is
increasingly taking Alexandria in
the direction of Clarendon, with all
the same issues. Traffic, never particularly good on U.S. Route 1, has
become pretty much unbearable.
As homeowners move into the new
developments, this will increasingly
be the case, despite the new road
networks.
I tend to agree with Neal Lerner’s observation that the green spaces that have been created are pretty
darn limited compared to the scope
and scale of the development in Potomac Yard. Furthermore, new soccer fields remain closed — chained
to the general public — and limiting options for me to spend time
with my 11-year-old son. Volleyball
courts, basketball courts and tennis
courts are all nice, but is it so difficult to plan for a couple of soccer
fields that are relatively open to the
general public?
Online All the Time

Out of the Attic is provided by the
Office of Historic Alexandria.

“Like” us on Facebook

@alextimesnews

Weekly Poll
Last Week

Should city council have approved the Torpedo
Factory’s out-of-cycle funding request?

65% No. They should go through

This Week

Would you have preferred to see
the state take over the JeffersonHouston School?
A. Yes.
B. No.
C. It did not matter to me.

the same process as everyone else.

35% Yes.
37 votes

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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August 9-10
SUMMER SIDEWALK SALE

Over 50 businesses in Alexandria will
participate in the fifth annual Alexandria
Summer Sidewalk Sale, which will last
the entire weekend for the first time.
Summer merchandise will be available
with large discounts, while there will also
be product demonstrations and other
events throughout.
Time: Hours vary by retailer
Location: Participating stores throughout Old Town and Del Ray
Information: www.visitalexva.com/
sidewalksale

August 9
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Time: 8 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
shopalexandriava.gov

August 10
FAMILY DAY Junior docents from

grades four through seven lead a tour of
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, featuring a
look at the tavern’s ice well. Entry costs
$5 for adults and $3 for children aged
5-12.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern

August 12
BLOOD DRIVE The American Red

IRISH FESTIVAL A festival to

promote Irish heritage that includes Irish
music, entertainment from Irish dance
schools, vendors, crafts, food and drink
sales and pipe bands.
Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.
Information: 703-475-9415 or www.
ballyshaners.org

JANE AUSTEN BALL Step back

to the time of Jane Austen at this late
1790s ball. The evening will feature a
variety of English country dances in the
historic ballroom and live music. Period
costume is optional, “after-five” attire
is encouraged. Reservations required,
tickets cost $45.

meters
FROM | 1

Commerce President John
Long said that fear is a common one among Old Town’s
businesses.
“There’s certainly been a
lot of chatter about it, and folks
are somewhat concerned,”
Long said. “How do the results
of these changes affect their
businesses … and they’re concerned about only being able to
stay two hours in a particular
spot until you have to move
your car.
“Folks want to come in, go
to dinner, and maybe do some
shopping either before or after
… so you might have to cut
things short. There hasn’t been
enough time to really analyze
this.”
But restaurateur Mike Anderson, who runs Sweet Fire
Donna’s in Carlyle, said the
new meter hours, which also
include new Saturday enforcement in that neighborhood,

Cross ask blood and platelet donors to
help prevent a possible summer shortage by donating.
Time: 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: Red Cross Alexandria Chapter House, 123 N. Alfred St.
Information: 800-733-2767 or redcrossblood.org

Location: Various throughout Alexandria
Information: www.alexandriarestaurantweek.com

August 15
MARKET SQUARE CONCERT A
free concert by the Alexandria Harmonizers in front of City Hall.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-5592

August 16

ALEXANDRIA YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE Rising ninth

through 12th graders can participate
in workshops about leadership, public
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community event featuring food and beverage sales, live music and activities.
Time: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: William Ramsay Recreation
Center, 5650 Sanger Ave.
Information: 202-369-4594

JAVA JOLT: ALEXANDRIA AND
THE WAR OF 1812 Sponsored

Monty Python’s SPAMALOT 8/2 - 8/23

dINING &

Come see the show that raises silliness to
an art form! Winner of three Tony Awards,
including one for Best Musical, this musical
comedy sensation, “lovingly ripped off
from” the 1975 film Monty Python and the
Holy Grail, is an irreverent parody of the tale
of King Arthur and his Knights of the Round
Table as they embark on a quest for the Holy Grail. Witty songs,
loopy characters, and a sprinkling of Broadway theatre parodies
promise an evening of merriment and good cheer at LTA!

EvEnt vEnuE

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m

by Friends of Alexandria Archaeol-

ALEXANDRIA RESTAURANT
WEEK Alexandria’s Summer Restau-

has freed up spots for customers. Anderson said that before
the extended hours, residents
would forgo their apartment
complexes’ garages in favor of
free on-street parking.
“Now that we have meters
on Saturdays, that’s freed up
some spots for our customers,
and we’ve seen more business
through dinnertime,” Anderson said. “Before, our customer base was just Carlyle folks
walking over, since after 5 p.m.
all the spaces were pretty much
taken, but now we’re seeing
more folks from Old Town.
“Traditionally it has felt
like Carlyle was a gated community, so it’s great to see
some Old Town folks now.”
But Anderson understands
the concerns of other business
owners across the city.
“Every business has different needs and a different kind
of parking philosophy,” he
said. “But at least in the Carlyle area we’re happy to say
it’s working.”

August 18-20

speaking and more in this free conference. Register at www.keepit360.org or
www.preventitalexandria.org by August
11.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: First Baptist Church, 2932
King St.
Information: lisette.torres@alexandriava.gov or noraine.buttar@alexandriava.
gov.

METWC’S COMMUNITY SLAM
JAM EXPLOSION The eighth annual

August 15-24
rant Week returns again with over 60
eateries across the city participating and
offering three-course meals for $35 or
dinner for two for $35.
Time: Various

ogy (FOAA), meet local historians and
researchers and learn the real story
behind Alexandria and the War of 1812.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology Museum, 105 N. Union St. Suite #327
Information: archaeology@alexandriava.gov

The Premier

sPECIAL
8/08

MARCUs JOHNsON
FLO FANTAsY
Friday at 8pm
Tickets $20
8/09
THE sATIN dOLL TRIO
sALUTEs THE MUsIC OF
THE LAdIEs OF LOUNGE

Saturday at 8pm
Tickets $15
8/15
THE MAZE FEATURING
FRANKIE BEVERLY
TRIBUTE EXPERIENCE

Friday at 8pm
Tickets $25

JUST BECAUSE YOU’RE WORKING OUT,
DOESN’T MEAN IT’S WORKING.
If you put in the work, you should get the results.
Fitness Together is proven personal training for
individuals that holds you accountable and keeps you
motivated. Goal-oriented, highly customized.

L LI MI MI TTEEDD T IIMMEE OOFFFFEERR
for tickets

& info visit

thecarlyleclub.com
703-548-8899

411 John Carlyle St.
Alexandria, VA

expires
expires4-15-14
8/15/14

3 for $99
personal training sessions

300 N Washington St,
Ste 106
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.683.0777• fitnesstogether.com/alexandria
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Weekly Words

calendar

ACROSS

1
Kidney-shaped nut
7
1970s sitcom title role
14 Beach building
20 Elaborately designed
21 One swimming in place
22 Not digital, as a watch
23 Withstand hardship
24 The scholarly world
25 Take big steps
26 Sedative-hypnotic drug
28 It’s held during Oktoberfest
30 Natural necklace
31 ATM number
32 Ponselle or Bonheur
34 Places for the pampered
38 Nine-day devotion
41 Fit with a toupee
42	Like Pisa’s most famous
landmark
43 Blasting homers
46 Like some muffins
47 Must, informally
48	Flew in place, as a
helicopter
49 Time for a break
50 Bricklayer’s material
51 Hardened (to)
52 West Point frosh
53 Allocate
54 Serpentine fish
55 Dudley or Demi
56 Arm bones
57 Not exciting
59 In a brutal manner
62 Corp. section
66 Away from others
68 Doesn’t spend
69 “Well, ___-di-dah ...”
70	People in haunted houses,
perhaps
73 Thickets
75 Tow truck dispatcher
78 Diva Maria

79 Jai alai ball
80 Like some yak herders
81 Arab leader (var.)
82 Nutmeg coverings
83 Places for relief pitchers
84 Emerald’s mineral
85 Mark over a vowel
86 U.S. paper money word
87 Drunkards
88 ___-de-camp
89 Whitney or Lilly
90 “... boy ___ girl?”
93 Decree
96	Candidate in 2008 and
2012
101 Piddling
104 Eight-line poem
107 Cameron smash-hit film
108 Entertain big-time
109 Tinged with gold
110 Assess again
111 Steep cliffs
112	Added to one’s knowledge
base
113 Like Rapunzel’s head

DOWN

1
Salad style
2	“He’s ___ nowhere man”
(Beatles lyric)
3
Part of a drum kit
4
Sign of things to come
5
Pins and needles holder
6
Expressed joy, in a way
7
Unable to look away
8
Secrets
9
Undiluted at the bar
10 Direction at a scene’s end
11 Copland’s “Symphonic ___”
12 Dream phenom
13 French or Italian, e.g.
14 Check out before a heist
15 Debate side
16 Appeared at county fairs
17 Muhammad in the ring

18 Affirmative action
19 Become mature
27 Turn upside down
29 Child’s game
32 Fasten again, as sneakers
33 Country singer Buck
35 NFL tight end Dennis
36 Church feature
37 Type of naked
39 Cruel boss
40 Locked horns
41	Familiar red-white-and-blue
symbol
42 Athenian marketplace
43	Drew back, like a startled
horse

Last Week’s
Solution:

44 Not the gregarious type
45 Soft palate feature
46 “Fidelio,” e.g.
49 Dinner’s often on him
50 Numerous
52 Baltimore or San Francisco
53 Some building additions
55	Where to find Utopia
Planitia
56 Applications
58 Brittle, transparent candy
59 This puzzle has several
60 Brewery fixtures
61	Part of the eye containing
the iris
63 Really delight
64 Missionary’s target
65 If-___ (computer routines)
67 Cultured gem
70 Strikebreakers
71 Bit part
72 Advance warning
73 Wrapped in a waxy cloth
74 It may be pitted
75 ___ the lily (overembellish)
76	Possessed of the requisite
skills
77 Morally depraved
79 Either of two skull bones
80 Forum garb
83 Like some birthday cards
85 Undergraduate degrees
86	Cylindrical with tapered
ends
91 Hotel postings
92 Gather for oneself
94 Seaweed variety
95 Aphrodite’s consort
96 South African colonist
97 He played Hawkeye
98 Go-___ (small racer)
99 ___ and done with
100 Culturally pretentious
101 Ms. alternative
102 Continental trade org.
103 Palindromic title
105	Have second thoughts
about
106 Sr.’s nest egg
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August 21
75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
LIBRARY SIT-IN A commemoration of one of

the first civil rights sit-ins in 1939 that took place
at the Kate Waller Barrett Branch Library. Exhibitors, vendors, food and drink sales and musical
entertainment will feature in this open-air event
on the 700 block of Queen Street.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch Library,
717 Queen St.
Information: 703-746-1701 or rdawson@
alexandriava.gov.

August 23
POTOMAC YARD TRANSITWAY RIBBON CUTTING Celebrate the opening of the

first segment of the Crystal City Potomac Yard
Transitway as Metroway is introduced as the first
bus rapid transit system in the region.
Time: 9 to 10 a.m.
Location: Potomac Yard Transitway, Braddock
Road Metro station
Information: 703-746-4146

August 24
FAMILY DAY Junior docents from grades four
through seven lead a tour of Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, featuring a look at the tavern’s ice well.
Entry costs $5 for adults and $3 for children
aged 5-12.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern

August 27
THE WAR OF 1812 BUCCANEER —
HOLLYWOOD STYLE The first of two nights

of vintage war films at The Lyceum. Doors open
at 6:30 p.m. for the 1938 version of “The Buccaneer,” starring Fredric March and Akim Tamiroff.
Entrance is free, with donations to the War of
1812 Commemoration accepted.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum Museum, 201 S.
Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum

August 28
THE WAR OF 1812 BUCCANEER —
HOLLYWOOD STYLE The second of two

nights of vintage war films at The Lyceum. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. for the 1958 version of “The
Buccaneer,” starring Yul Brenner, Charlton Heston and others. Entrance is free, with donations
to the War of 1812 Commemoration accepted.
Time: 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum Museum, 201 S.
Washington St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum

August 30-31
WAR OF 1812 COMMEMORATION
WEEKEND Celebrate the end of Alexandria’s

commemoration of the War of 1812 with this
city-wide festival, featuring three sporting events
as part of the British Challenge against members of the British Embassy and other activities.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
Location: Various
Information: www.visitalexandriava.com/1812
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Classifieds
ABC NOTICE

HELP WANTED
Part-time. Three afternoons a week
(3-7pm). Cook and laundry. Two
adults. In home Alexandria. Background check. 703-201-4040.

At Coca-Cola, we make, market and distribute happiness. If you
have a passion for making people happy, you belong with us.

Driver Merchandiser
Req #HV032564

A valid Class A commercial license and a driving record
within Motor Vehicle Records policy guidelines required.
Commercial delivery driving experience preferred.
Best of all, you will be home every night.

Cable Retention Techs
Needed. Reps needed to collect on
overdue cable bills, retrieve equipment, and complete disco. Hiring
bonus, and immediate openings.
Call Edgar 510-860-8216 or email
resume: rchresumes@gmail.com

Full Service Driver
Req #HV031958

Deliver up the good stuff everyday! 1+ years’ commercial
driving experience preferred.

WHO
CARES?
WE DO.

Order Builder
Req #HV029688

Fast-paced, full of variety and goal-oriented. If these words
sound like your kind of job, join us! You must be able to lift 50
lbs. repetitively; a certied forklift license is a real plus.

Join us and see how far you can go.
Apply online today!

enjoycareers.com
“Coca-Cola” is a trademark of
The Coca-Cola Company. Coca-Cola
is an equal opportunity/drug-free
employer requiring background checks.

Email
comments,
rants & raves
to
letters@
alextimes.com.

Business
Directory
ALEXANDRIA
TIMES
7/31/2014
8228637-HO07336 home Services
COCCOL
3.6” x 5”
Full-Service
Home
Loretta Towne
v.4
Improvement & Repairs
FULL-SERVICE HOME IMPROVEMENT AND REPAIRS

Painting Exterior & Interior
Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
- Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
Custom Carpentry/Closets/Built-Ins
Complete Plumbing & Electrical
Custom Carpentry / Closets / Built-Ins
- Complete Plumbing & Electrical
Ceramic Tile Installation
Screened Porches
Ceramic Tile Installation
- Screened Porches
Drywall
Basement refinishing

- Painting Exterior & Interior
-

- Drywall

Residential & Commercial

- Basement refinishing

Start to Finish
We Satisfaction
Guarantee Customer Satisfaction
From Start to Finish From
We Guarantee
Customer
Licensed & Insured
Call us today for all your needs! (703) 849-0909 & (703) 507-2229
Licensed & Insured
CALL US TODAY FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS!
(703) 849-0909 and (703) 507-2229

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net
Whole-house
Generators

Panel Replacement
Lighting
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305 Columbia Road
4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths
$1,699,000

512 Fontaine Street
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
$1,082,000

908 W Braddock Road
4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths
$1,199,000
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7025 Grove Road
4 bedrooms, 1 bath
$372,000

2318 Nash Street S
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
$895,000
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2851 Fairhaven Avenue
2 bedrooms, 1 bath
$391,000
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1608A Hunting Creek Drive
2 bedrooms, 2 baths
$482,500
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LizLuke will get you home!

25 Maple Street E
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
$1,250,000

As a buyer and a seller, the market is hot!
Call me to take advantage of the
current low interest rates!
Elizabeth Lucchesi
The LizLuke Team

More than $54 million and 89 homes sold in 2013!

703.868.5676

Elizabeth@lizluke.com
www.lizluke.com

Stay Connected...
109 S. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

