
WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    JAnuAry 8, 2015 | 1 

Friends, family: Day stayed 
active in Alexandria even 
after retirement

By Erich WagnEr

 

 Ferdinand Day, local civil 
rights leader and the first black 
school board chairman in Vir-
ginia, died last Friday at the 
age of 96.
 An Alexandria trailblazer, 
Day guided the city’s public 
school system through in-
tegration and served on the 
city school board for nearly 
two decades. But he also is 
remembered for his engage-
ment in city politics long after 
his retirement, serving as a 
mentor and friend to many up 
and coming city leaders.
 Born August 7, 1918 in Al-
exandria, Day attended Parker-
Gray School through eighth 
grade. But since the city did 
not offer high school education 
to black residents, he trekked 
to Armstrong Technical High 
School in D.C. to pursue his 
secondary education.
 Day received a bachelor’s 
degree in geography and his-
tory from Minor Teachers Col-
lege in D.C. and although he 
wanted to become a teacher, 
segregation made that diffi-
cult, said his daughter Gwen-
dolyn Day-Fuller. So instead 
he became a Foreign Service 

reserve officer with the U.S. 
State Department.
 In 1964, Day was the first 
black man appointed to the 
Alexandria School Board, 10 
years after the U.S. Supreme 
Court issued its Brown vs. 
Board of Education decision 
calling for the end to segregated 
public schools. In his time on 
the board, both as a member and 
the chairman, Day helped steer 

the school system to consolidate 
its three high schools into the in-
tegrated T.C. Williams.
 Day-Fuller said she remem-
bers her father taking his school 
board duties very seriously.
 “I remember every packet 
and every brochure, just ev-
erything he received here,” she 
said. “He took the time to sit 
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now-local dogs saved from 
Korean dog meat farm

By SuSan halE ThomaS

 
 Somewhere on a farm just 
outside of Seoul, South Korea, 
there is a dog meat farmer 
who is giving up his trade to 
grow blueberries.
 After compensating the 
farmer to cease raising dogs for 
meat, Humane Society Inter-
national crated his 23 dogs in 
kennels and rescued them from 
slaughter. The dogs had lived 

the entirety of their lives on the 
farm in outdoor wire cages.
 After spending 30 days in 
quarantine, 12 of the dogs, all 
different breeds and ages, ar-
rived at the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria Mon-
day night. Another 11 came in 
Tuesday afternoon. The dogs 
were flown from Seoul to San 
Francisco for a quick layover, 
and arrived Monday at Dulles 
International Airport.
 “Part of this stems from 
what happened in Sochi with 
the dogs running around,” 
said Carrie Pergram, a volun-
teer at the shelter. “In 2018, 
Seoul is host to the [Winter] 

SEE XXX | XX

Local civil rights leader 
Ferdinand Day dead at 96

From Seoul to soul mate

PHOTO/SuSan Hale THOmaS

Albert Beckford, an animal care technician at the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria, receives a kiss from Snowball, one of 23 South 
Korean dogs rescued from a meat farm by Humane Society International.

SEE day | 5
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Local civil rights leader Ferdinand Day died last week at the age of 96. 
The first black member and chairman of the Alexandria School Board, 
Day stayed active in the community even after he retired, mentoring 
young leaders and attending community events, like the 75th anniver-
sary of Samuel W. Tucker’s Alexandria Library sit-in last year.SEE dogS | 6
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA  
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 

Lithophanes date 
from the 1820s, an 
art form of carving 
di�erent layers of 
porcelain. The glow 
makes a wonderful 
night light. 

New Night Lights  

ThE WEEKly BriEFing

Former Gov. McDonnell given two years 
behind bars

City, nonprofit help low-income residents 
become homeowners for new year
 A joint effort between local 
nonprofit Rebuilding Together 
Alexandria and the city office 
of housing allowed more than 
a dozen low-income residents 
become homeowners in time 
for the New Year.
 Armed with a $1 million 
grant from the city, the nonprof-
it through its A Home of Your 
Own program bought short 
sale and foreclosed homes, re-
habbed them and then sold the 
properties affordably to low-
income homebuyers.
 The program meant 15 res-
idents — a mix of individuals 
and families — were able to 
move into their new homes by 

year’s end. The group partners 
connected the residents with 
existing city and state pro-
grams that offer reduced-rate 
mortgages.
 This effort is part of the 
city’s Neighborhood Stabili-
zation Program, implemented 
in 2009 as a way to preserve 
affordable housing in Alexan-
dria. Katharine Dixon, presi-
dent and CEO of Rebuilding 
Together Alexandria lauded 
the program as a great way 
for residents to affordably in-
vest in their futures.
 “We welcome our city’s 
newest homeowners — who 
play an important role in creat-

ing a strong, stable, and vibrant 
community,” she said. “A Home 
of Your Own is creating hous-
ing affordability and stabilizing 
neighborhoods by helping fami-
lies invest in their futures.
 “I can’t think of a better 
way to celebrate the New Year 
than for these families to start 
making memories in their own 
homes.”
 Leaders stressed this was 
just the beginning. The non-
profit plans to make sure be-
tween 20 and 25 families be-
come homeowners by the time 
city grant funding is depleted.

 - Erich Wagner

Former Gov. Bob McDon-
nell (R) was sentenced to two 
years in federal prison Tues-
day, following his conviction 
last year on corruption charges 
stemming from his relation-
ship with a medical supple-
ment executive.
 McDonnell was convicted 
along with his wife Maureen 
McDonnell in connection 
with a slew of charges, from 
bribery to conspiracy and 
fraud. According to evidence 
from the trial, between 2011 
and 2013, he used his post to 
secure a number of gifts and 
loans from then-Star Scien-
tific CEO Johnnie Williams 
Jr., from cash to golf trips and 
other items of value.
 Prosecutors had sought a 
far higher penalty — more 
than 10 years — but Tuesday 
a judge issued a sentence of 
two years in prison, followed 
by two years’ probation. Mau-
reen McDonnell is slated for 
sentencing in connection to her 
part in the scheme next month.
 U.S. Attorney Dana J. Boen-

te said in a statement that Mc-
Donnell ruined the reputation of 
his office with his actions.
 “As governor of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, Rob-
ert McDonnell violated the 
public’s trust and tarnished 
the highest office in state gov-
ernment,” Boente said. “This 
investigation, prosecution and 
sentence will help restore and 
maintain the high integrity of 
the governor’s office, while 
affirming our commitment to 
prosecuting public officials 
who commit crimes.”
 And Assistant Attorney 

General Leslie R. Caldwell said 
ethical breaches by public offi-
cials cannot be allowed to fester 
within the halls of government.
 “[McDonnell] corrupted the 
most powerful office in Virginia 
and fractured the public’s trust,” 
Caldwell said. “Taking bribes 
in exchange for official actions 
is not politics as usual — it is 
an insidious crime that strikes at 
the heart of public service and 
will not be tolerated.”
 McDonnell said he and his 
legal team will appeal his con-
viction.

- Erich Wagner

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ I’m Moving? ~
Junior is excited at the prospect of being adopted! 

His jovial personality greets visitors as he hopes each 
one will be his own.

 
Affectionate, snuggly, enjoys being brushed;  

this charismatic 8 year old can’t wait to unpack  
and make himself at home with you.

 
A generous Donor hAs pre-pAID JunIor’s 

ADoptIon fees, cAll for further 
InforMAtIon 703-746-4774.

thAnK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

FIle PHOTO

Former Gov. Bob McDonnell was sentenced to two years in prison 
Tuesday following his conviction on corruption charges.
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crimE
new year’s stabbing sends three to hospital

Bishop Ireton student arrested for bringing gun to school

Police investigate Seminary Hill robbery

 Three people were trans-
ported to the hospital after being 
stabbed at a hotel room party 
in the Hilton Hotel on the 5000 
block of Seminary Road Friday.
 Police arrived on scene at 
around 1:30 a.m. A 17-year-old 
boy and two 18-year-old men 
suffered severe lacerations, 
leaving one of the men in seri-
ous condition. The other two 

victims’ injuries were not life 
threatening, police said.
 Police reported rampant 
underage drinking — many 
of those present were under 
21. Partygoers under the legal 
drinking age were charged with 
possession of alcohol by a per-
son under 21. 
 Witnesses reported a dis-
pute between two suspects be-

gan over liquor. Police spokes-
woman Crystal Nosal said no 
additional information about the 
incident was available Wednes-
day. The victims’ medical condi-
tions remain unchanged.
 Police are asking anyone 
with information regarding the 
incident to call Detective Will 
Oakley at 703-746-6606.

- Susan Hale Thomas

 Alexandria police arrested 
a 16-year-old boy Tuesday 
evening after reports he had 
brought a gun to Bishop Ireton 
High School.
 Police said school officials 
called police Tuesday to report 
that the suspect, a student at the 

school, brought a firearm to class. 
He allegedly did not threaten any 
students or the school itself with 
the weapon, police added.
 Police spokeswoman Crys-
tal Nosal said investigators 
are withholding the suspect’s 
name because of his status as a 

juvenile. He has been charged 
with possession of a weapon on 
school property.
 Police are asking anyone 
with information about this in-
cident to call Sgt. Bart Bailey at 
703-746-6856.

- Erich Wagner

 Alexandria Police are ask-
ing for assistance in identifying 
a man who robbed a 7-Eleven 
convenience store last month on 
the 4600 block of Kenmore Av-
enue.
 At about 8:30 p.m. December 
11, surveillance video showed a 
man paying for multiple items 
at the checkout, but when the 
cash register opened, the suspect 
jumped onto the counter.
 A struggle with the female 
clerk ensued before the man 
grabbed cash and fled.  The clerk 
was uninjured. 
 The man is described as be-

ing between 25 and 35 years 
old, 6 feet tall and weighing 
about 210 pounds with a goa-
tee and shaved head. Surveil-
lance footage showed the man 
dressed in a black jacket, pants 
and shoes.
 The full surveillance video 
is available on the Alexandria 
Police Department’s You-
Tube channel: www.youtube.
com/alexandriavapd. Investi-
gators ask anyone with infor-
mation regarding the suspect 
to call Detective Dan Gordon 
at 703-746-6685.

- Susan Hale Thomas

PHOTO/aleXanDRIa POlICe DePaRTmenT

Police are looking for this man 
in connection with the robbery 
of a 7-Eleven last month.

is offering Winter discounts on:
Paver Patios, Retaining Walls,

and Driveways ! 

Serving Alexandria and Fairfax county.
From $13 a square foot. 

Includes removal of old surface!

Contact Dan @ 
202-957-1520 

“Bo” the 
landscape dog

Mt Diablo Landscaping

The Alexandria Times January Photo Contest
Send us your photos of Something New, Something Blue.
#ALXPhotoTimes or send to promotions@alextimes.com

December’s theme: Photos of the Alexandria Waterfront

PHOTO BY

Interested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more information!

January
 photo contest 
sponsored by:

Venise Lewis

Porch at Mt. Vernon

PolicE BEaT
The following incidents occurred between December 31 and January 7.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

5 AggrAvAted 
AssAults 2 burglArIes

27 thefts 7 drug 
CrImes

Source: raidsonline.com

16 AssAults

0 seXuAl 
OffeNses

5 vehICle
thefts

2 rObberIes
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and read and go through it all. 
He strove to get the best infor-
mation and so forth so that he 
could be as helpful as possible.”
 Mayor Bill Euille said he 
served on the school board with 
Day for a couple of years before 
Day’s retirement, but their fami-
lies had been close friends since 
before he was born.
 “I got to really appreciate 
and know Mr. Day more after 
I completed college and came 
back home to be engaged in 
the community and when I 
sought my first appointment 
in 1974 to the school board,” 
Euille said. “He became a 
mentor and a role model to me 
and we became great friends.
 “I stayed on for 10 years, 
but he retired two to three 
years after I got on, but we 
stayed in touch in terms of 
public education issues … 
Suffice it to say, we were 
pretty much joined at the hip 
in terms of friendship and ad-
miration for each other.”
 Day-Fuller said her father 

was the consummate fam-
ily man, who was heavily in-
volved with St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church and always had a 
book in his hand.
 “Our home in many ways 
was the central spot for the whole 
family, especially in the earlier 
years of his marriage with my 
mother and so forth,” she said. 
“He was dedicated to being help-
ful and supportive not only to his 
own family, but hers as well. He 
was just a wise voice for every-
one, not only people in the city 
but so too would family members 
come to him for advice.
 “He was just a great fa-
ther. I’m an only child, and I 
always knew I was loved. He 
was just very supportive and 
very loving.”
 Even after his retirement, 
Day stayed engaged, work-
ing to improve Alexandria and 
residents’ access to education, 
housing and other services. 
Euille fondly remembered his 
reaction to his election to be the 
city’s first black mayor in 2003.
 “When I first ran for [city 
council] in 1994, he was one of 
the first people I sought for help 
and advice,” he said. “And of 

course, when I ran for mayor, 
he was probably more excited 
and enthusiastic about my vic-
tory than my own mother and 
family.”
 That encouragement of 
young leaders stayed true 
even in recent years, as his 
health waned. Those who 
knew him all noted that his 
passionate, “philosophical” 
personality never faded.
 “I heard about him my 
whole life from my family, but 
I never got to know him until I 
was an adult and got into poli-
tics,” said School Board Mem-
ber Chris Lewis. “When I did 
decide to run [for school board 
in 2012], he reached out, and 
although he was frail physical-
ly at that point, he made a point 
to talk to me, to encourage me 
and give advice, so I really ap-
preciate him for that.”
 Day-Fuller said her father 
insisted on remaining active 
in the community, attending 
as many events as possible, 
including midnight mass at St. 
Joseph just last month.
 “Even over the last couple 
of months we had people here, 
meeting to talk about issues 
in the city; he still wanted to 
be part of that,” she said. “He 
was very eager to go to mid-
night mass this year — we do 

it every year — even though he 
wasn’t feeling that well. But we 
did make it and it made him so 
happy, and I was so happy we 
got him there.”
 In a statement, School Board 
Chairwoman Karen Graf relayed 
her condolences to Day’s family 
and said his legacy still is felt 
throughout the school system.
 “Mr. Day’s legacy, which 
involved planning for the 
needs of every student, in-
forms every decision we make 
today,” she said. “Mr. Day 
changed the whole nature of 
the school system and was be-
hind the creation of an ‘every 
student counts’ culture that 
we widely accept now as the 
norm. I’m humbled to stand in 
the shadow of his legacy.”

 Day is survived by his 
daughter; her two grandchil-
dren, William Ferdinand Fuller 
and Shanna Lucille Ringer, 
three great-grandchildren, as 
well as his sister, Mary D. 
Stokes and brother Clarence J. 
Day, along with many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives.
 The family will host a public 
viewing from 5 to 7 p.m. Sun-
day at Greene Funeral Home 
at 814 Franklin St. Another 
viewing will be held from 10 
to 11:30 a.m. followed by a fu-
neral at 11:30 a.m. Monday at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 711 N. Columbus St. In 
lieu of flowers, the family asks 
donations be made to the Alex-
andria Scholarship Fund or to 
St. Joseph Catholic Church.

FILE PHOTO
Even after retiring from his position at the Alexandria School Board, 
Ferdinand Day mentored young leaders like Mayor Bill Euille. Euille 
said Day remained involved in local issues even in the months lead-
ing up to his death, always offering advice and encouragement.

day 
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When i 
first ran 

for [city council] in 
1994, he was one 
of the first people 
i sought for help 
and advice. and 
of course, when 
i ran for mayor, 
he was probably 
more excited and 
enthusiastic about 
my victory than  
my own mother 
and family.”

- mayor Bill Euille 
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Olympics, so they’re trying to 
clean up the trade.”
 On Tuesday morning, the 
first group of dogs began to 
adjust to their new surround-
ings. The dogs were dirty 
from their trip and in need of a 
cleaning. The shelter deliber-

ately waited to clean the dogs, 
allowing them time to de-
stress, and by cleaning them 
last, avoided the possibility 
of infecting other dogs being 
housed at the shelter.
 “We’re watching for signs 
of illness, but we’re not wor-
ried about that because of the 
quarantine — all were vac-
cinated by the team in South 

Korea,” said Megan Webb, ex-
ecutive director of AWLA.
 The dogs have access to 
the outside, and given South 
Korea’s colder climate, they 
already are used to the snow.
 Shelter officials and vol-
unteers will monitor the dogs’ 
behavior and health for three 
days before they go to five 
area shelters and are made 

available for adoption. Webb 
said this is a precautionary 
measure: on the off-chance 
one of the dogs is ill, any out-
break will be contained to one 
shelter. Some of the dogs have 
severe diarrhea, which Webb 
said is normal. 
 “They’ll need to learn how 
to be house trained,” she said. 
“Those looking to adopt will 
need to know that.”
 A scruffy dog with a se-
vere under bite named Billy 
watched with curiosity as 
Albert Beckford, an animal 
care technician, prepared the 
kennels for the next group of 
dogs set to arrive that after-
noon. The only long-haired 
dog, he appeared to be heav-
ily matted. Deirdre Hyde, an 
animal care manager at the 
shelter, picked Billy up and 
took him to an examination 
room.
 Hyde and Meg Price, a 
veterinary care coordinator, 
trimmed a few mats of hair 
away from Billy’s eyes and 
mouth. Billy eventually will 
be shaved, Webb said, but 
not Tuesday because it would 
have been too stressful. 
 Matting prevents air from 
getting to skin and can cause 
infections. Mats can also af-
fect dogs’ vision, irritating 
their eyes and can cause eye 
infections or blindness. Fortu-
nately, Billy’s eyes were clear.

 As Billy was being checked 
out, Webb explained some of 
the challenges the dogs will 
face. Mama, the mother dog, 
has heartworm. A few dogs 
appeared to be too thin.
 Webb suspected they would 
probably encounter foot ail-
ments because the cages on 
the farm had wire flooring and 
the dogs’ feet likely had never 
touched flat ground. She said 
it would be a struggle for the 
dogs to become accustomed to 
playing and running because 
their muscles have atrophied 
from caged life. 
 Webb was surprised the 
dogs already were so social 
given their interaction was 
probably limited to just these 
dogs, and not so much humans 
except for the farmer.
 “Dogs who’ve been kept 
on chains or penned in for a 
long time need time to get 
used to a home environment,” 
she said. “It’s all about how 
to acclimate them to a new 

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

dogS 
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PHOTOS/SuSan Hale THOmaS

Deirdre Hyde, an animal care 
manager at AWLA, holds Snow-
ball, one of the 23 rescued 
dogs, in his first American snow 
(above). Billy (right) receives an 
examination, while Mama (be-
low) peers through her cage.
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Gun control, local aid 
top agenda for Port City 
lawmakers in richmond

By SuSan halE ThomaS

 
 The new session of the Vir-
ginia General Assembly con-
venes next week, and could be 
one of the more conten-
tious in recent memory. 
Gun control, education 
and tax reform legisla-
tion are among the bills 
up for debate.
 Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s 
package of proposed gun-
control measures announced 
last month shouldn’t come as 
a surprise to anyone, the demo-
crat said, since gun control was 
part of his campaign promise.
 “As governor, there is no 
greater responsibility than en-
suring the health and safety of 
the citizens I serve,” McAuliffe 
said in a statement. “Our com-

monwealth and our nation have 
seen too many tragedies as a re-
sult of dangerous weapons get-
ting into the hands of the wrong 
people. These common-sense 
proposals will keep guns out 
of the hands of criminals, will 
keep our communities safe, and 

will help to build a new Vir-
ginia economy.”

 The proposed mea-
sures would prohibit 
gun possession by peo-

ple subject to protective 
orders, domestic violence 

offenders and those late on 
child support payments. It 

also would curb handgun traf-
ficking and straw purchases by 
reinstating the “one handgun a 
month” law. 
 “We need laws to move us 
forward, not backward,” said 
state Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30). 
And Delegate Rob Krupicka 
said there would be a lot of con-
versation on the issue this year.

 With just a week to go be-
fore the opening gavel, Ebbin 
and Krupicka, who both repre-
sent Alexandria in Richmond, 
are in the process of filing bills 
for the upcoming session.
 Protecting K-12 education 
from budget cuts is a high prior-
ity for both lawmakers as well 
as the governor. Ebbin and Kru-
picka are looking to tax electronic 
cigarettes as an additional means 
to chip away at Virginia’s public 
school budget woes. 
 “This year, there’s going 
to be budget pain all around,” 
Ebbin said. “I’m hoping to 
minimize the pain for students 
and teachers.”
 The proposal would tax 
all electronic cigarettes, ci-
gars, cigarillos, and similar 
vapor products at a rate of 40 
cents per milliliter of nicotine. 
State revenue from the pro-
gram would go to the Virginia 
Health Care Fund.

 

Local governments would 
be able to impose their own 
tax based on the nicotine con-
tent in e-cigarettes. The local 
rate likewise would be capped 
at 40 cents per milliliter, with 
revenue funding child develop-
ment programs geared toward 
kindergarten preparation.
 Krupicka said it’s time to 
figure out how to provide more 
revenue to Virginia schools in-

stead of cutting funding. 
 “For the last eight years, 
we’ve added tens of thousands 
of pupils, but at the same time, 
we have cut back on teachers,” 
he said. “The state is not doing 
its share.” 
 Because of a growing num-
ber of children living in poverty, 
an increase in English language 
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Fighting for state education funding

SEE richmond | 9

For the last eight years, 
we’ve added tens of 

thousands of pupils, but at the 
same time, we have cut back on 
teachers. The state is not doing 
its share.” 

- delegate rob Kupricka (d-45)
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Bringing in 2015 with a bang in Alexandria

Photos by Susan Hale Thomas
 
Hundreds of Port City residents and visitors braved the cold to ring in 
the New Year at First Night Alexandria in Old Town last week.

1. Three boys sit on their fathers’ shoulders to get a better look at 
the New Year’s Eve fireworks just off the pier at the Torpedo Factory.

2. The Deovics share a kiss at midnight. The family is traveling home 
to Atlanta from a ski trip in Lake Placid, N.Y. and are spending their 
New Year’s Eve in the Port City.

3. A girl dons fancy 2015 holiday glasses during the First Night 
festivities.

4. A couple makes their way home along North Columbus Street 
after midnight.

NEWLY RENOVATED APARTMENTS

NOW LEASING

OLD TOWN NEW DIGS
BRIDGEYARDLIVING.COM

3 4



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    JAnuAry 8, 2015 | 9 

life. They’ll probably want to 
be outside because it’s very 
warm for them here.
 “These dogs are definitely 
not housebroken. That’s go-
ing to be a challenge. They’ll 
learn quickly, but that’s 
something that needs to be 
considered.”

 Handling the dogs seemed 
to scare them at first.
 “Some dogs scream,” 
Webb said. “They literally 
scream when you pick them 
up, but they calm down after 
and it’s as if they’re saying, 
‘I kind of like this.’ They’ve 
been through a trauma and 
will need patience.”
 As Billy’s quick groom-
ing session came to an end, he 

seemed to be quite grateful and 
gave Price a kiss. The room 
filled with “Oohs” and “Ahhs” 
of six animal lovers. Billy al-
ready was a charmer.
 “These dogs make some 
of the best pets because they 
must know they’ve been res-
cued there’s a feeling of ap-
preciation,” said Webb. “Bil-
ly is so happy — this is why 
we do it.”

PHOTO/SuSan Hale THOmaS

Animal Welfare League of Alexandria workers Deirdre Hyde and Meg Price trim a few mats away 
from Billy’s coat. Billy is one of 23 dogs to arrive at AWLA this week after being saved from a South 
Korean dog meat farm.

learners and greater demand for 
teachers in science, math and 
reading, Krupicka expressed 
concern that the state was not in 
sync with schools’ needs on the 
local level.
 “The state is not providing 
support to hire specialists and 
is not keeping up with 
the rising student 
population,” he said.
 Krupicka said he 
will sponsor a bill to 
reduce the frequency of 
high-stakes standardized 
testing in Virginia public 
schools, which he said the Al-
exandria School Board supports 
as well. Such exams can deter-
mine penalties, funding reduc-
tions, awards, or compensation 
increases for administrators and 
teachers.
 Other legislation would 
include a bill to change taxa-
tion for service members de-
ployed overseas who lease 
automobiles put forward by 

Krupicka. Currently, mili-
tary personnel are exempt 
from property tax on cars but 
they do have to pay levies on 
leased vehicles.
 A workforce-training bill 
sponsored by Ebbin would  
create incentives for workforce 
training programs to focus on 
successful employment rather 
than just training to retain a job.

 Tax loopholes will 
be another hot topic 
in Richmond in 2015. 
Ebbin said he would be 

putting forward legisla-
tion to eliminate a provision 

that limits boat owners to 
paying no more than $2,000 

in excise tax, a formula far dif-
ferent from the Virginia’s tax on 
car sales and ownership of 4.05 
percent on drivers.
 Ebbin also said he wants to 
restrict gifts of travel to elect-
ed officials to fact-finding and 
educational purposes.
 “Last year I fought hard for 
ethics legislation that would have 
forbidden trips on corporate jets 
for leisure purposes,” he said.

richmond 

FROM | 7
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ScEnE around ToWn

By richard roEPEr

 Let’s do something reviews 
almost never do. Let’s start by 
talking about the writers.
 Scott Alexander and Larry 
Karaszewski have teamed up 
for “Ed Wood,” “The People 
vs. Larry Flynt” and “Man on 
the Moon” (the Andy Kaufman 
biopic). If there’s a movie to be 
made about an oddball corner of 
the entertainment world, they’re 
your guys.
 With “Big Eyes,” Alexan-
der and Karaszewski have once 
again penned a richly entertain-
ing screenplay brimming with 
sharp dialogue and memorable 
characters. And as was the case 
with “Ed Wood,” director Tim 
Burton takes a kitschy slice of 
20th century pop culture and 
turns it into a special film.
 This is the kind of movie that 
has you smiling nearly all the 
way throughout at the sheer in-
spired madness of it all. (Nearly 
all the way. There’s one scene 
in particular that’s serious and 
heavy and terrifying, and Burton 
treats it with the proper respect.)
 Amy Adams strikes just the 
right notes as Margaret Keane, 
who maintains a sunny façade 
even when she’s leaving her 
first husband in the mid-1950s, 
when divorce was anything but 
commonplace; struggling to 
raise a daughter on her own;  
and later, when she’s a co-con-
spirator in one the longest and 
weirdest con jobs in the history 
of modern art.
 Margaret created the unfor-
gettable and some might say 
horrendous “Big Eyes” paint-
ings that captivated the world 
and earned millions. (Most of 
the paintings are of waifs star-
ing forlornly straight ahead with 
saucer eyes the size of baseballs. 
If I had one hanging on my bed-

room wall, I’d never be able to 
go to sleep. Ever.)
 But here’s the thing. It was 
Margaret’s second husband, the 
conniving slickster Walter Ke-
ane (a brilliant Christoph Waltz), 
who took credit for the paintings 
the first time they were shown in 
public. And once the lie was cre-
ated, it couldn’t be undone.
 Burton fills the screen with 
colorful, vibrant tableaus of 
the San Francisco scene of the 
1960s. Danny Huston is a hoot 
as Dick Nolan, a powerful gos-
sip columnist who takes a lik-
ing to Walter, makes him a local 
celebrity and even helps Walter 
gain entrée into the celebrity uni-
verse. (If a big star is coming to 
town, Dick will tip off Walter in 
advance, so Walter can show up 
at just the right moment, bearing 
one of “his” paintings as a gift.)
 As Walter puts it, he was 
Warhol before Warhol was 
Warhol. He mass-produces 
posters and postcards, aggres-
sively marketing his work and 
his larger-than-life personality. 
Meanwhile, Margaret becomes a 
near recluse, painting in a secret 
studio in their lavish home while 
Walter soaks up the spotlight 
and dreams up new schemes.
 Her only friend Dee-Ann 
(Krysten Ritter) is banned from 
the Keane’s home. Margaret and 
her daughter Jane (Madeleine 
Arthur) cling to each other as 
Walter becomes increasingly 
volatile. Finally Margaret can’t 
take it — and she comes out 
publicly, eventually taking Wal-
ter to court to prove she was the 
real artist.
 Terrence Stamp is perfectly 
cast as the New York Times art 
critic who is appalled by what 
he calls “synthetic hack work,” 
regardless of who’s painting it. 
Waltz plays Walter as a man who 
is always in a state of con — to 

the point where he believes at 
least half his own lies.
 Adams gives a wonderfully 
nuanced performance as Mar-
garet, who was such a dichoto-
mous personality: so meek as to 
allow Walter to push her around 
for years, yet strong enough to 

have left that first marriage, to 
finally leave Walter — and to 
proclaim to the world that those 
famous paintings were hers.
 Not to mention having the 
inspiration to create the works 
in the first place. They’re not 
for everyone, but they struck a 

chord with millions.
 As eccentric as his subjects 
are, Burton plays things relative-
ly straightforward. This is one 
of the most mainstream movies 
he’s ever done. It’s also one of 
the more entertaining movies of 
the year.

‘Big Eyes’ makes 
a bigger splash

PHOTO/THe WeInSTeIn COmPanY  
In “Big Eyes,” Jason Schwartzman plays Ruben, a gallery owner who pooh-poohs the Keanes’ paintings, 
only to watch them explode into a phenomenon without him.

PHOTO/THe WeInSTeIn COmPanY  
Amy Adams and Christoph Waltz star as Walter and Margaret Keane, the couple behind a trend of paint-
ings featuring oversized eyes, in “Big Eyes.” Tim Burton’s latest effort will remind devotees of “Ed Wood,” 
examining the people behind a slice of 20th-century pop culture to wonderful results.
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Tradition with a Twist

Some of the services offered:
• Initial Consultation  
 (customized room-by-room  
 Recommendation List to make property  
 appeal to the largest market possible)

• Vacant Home Staging
• Occupied Enhancement  
 (Furniture re-arrangement and accessorizing)

• Interior Design
• Plumbing and Lighting Selections

Before

 We Do Staging!

Come See What We Have to Offer!
Monday–Friday 10am–6pm 

Saturday 10am–5pm
Sunday 12pm–5pm  

210 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  
703-299-0145   TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

After

calEndar 

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

 Each monday

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
  

    Each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walkers 
through 36 months) have fun in Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom. 
Playtime features a craft table, book 
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

 now to January 22

CIVIL WAR BALL DANCE 
CLASSES In preparation for the Civil 
War Ball on January 24 learn the waltz, 
polka, Virginia Reel and more from an 
expert dance master.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

 January 8

FORD EVENING BOOK TALK 
Turk McCleskey discusses his book, 
“The Road to Black Ned’s Forge: A Story 
of Race, Sex, and Trade on the Colonial 
American Frontier,” at the Fred W. Smith 
National Library.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org

 January 10

FUN WITH NEEDLEWORK 
WORKSHOP Learn about 18th-
century samplers and begin your very 
own Carlyle House cross-stitch project. A 
materials kit is included in the admission 
price. Reservations are required.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-549-2997 or www.
carlylehouse.org

CHORDS OF COURAGE The 
stories of people who have performed 

an act of courage and suffered in the 
process or performed an act of inspira-
tion born of tragedy. Founder Caron Dale 
will be joined by other folk musicians 
and Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg, who is 
a special guest.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Church of St. Clement, 1701 
N. Quaker Lane
Information: 703-380-3151 or www.
focusmusic.org/venue_alexandria.php

 January 11

WINTER WARMER LADIES TEA 
Choose from a variety of 18th-century 
desserts while you sip John Gadsby’s 
special blend of tea or take a cup of 
American Heritage Chocolate. Historic 
guest Dolley Madison will catch you up 
on the latest Alexandria news during the 
tea. Admission costs $35.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

 January 15

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
MEMORIAL PROGRAM The 42nd 
annual celebration of the life and legacy 
of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The event will feature a keynote 
address by the Circuit Court Judge Nolan 
B. Dawkins and music by the St. Joseph 
Gospel Choir.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: First Christian Church of 
Alexandria, 2723 King St.
Information: 703-746-5419 or cheryl.
lawrence@alexandriava.gov

 January 22

WHEN THE UNITED STATES 
SPOKE FRENCH The Alexandria-
Caen Sister City Committee presents 
a lecture with François Furstenberg, 
Professor of History at Johns Hopkins 
University. A wine and dessert reception 
follows. Admission is free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.

Information: 202-203-0177 or alexan-
driacaensistercities@gmail.com

 January 24

CIVIL WAR BALL Enjoy an evening 
from the 1860s in the historic Gadsby’s 
Tavern ballroom at the Civil War Ball. The 
event will include live music, dance instruc-
tion, and period desserts. Period attire, 
either civilian or military, is encouraged.

The Game’s Afoot     1/17 - 2/7

Also known as “Holmes for the Holidays,” this 
comedy/thriller by Ken Ludwig is murderously 
funny, witty and fast-paced! It’s 1936 and 
Broadway star William Gillette, admired the 
world over for his leading role in the play 
Sherlock Holmes, has invited his fellow cast 
members to his Connecticut castle for a weekend 
of revelry. But when one of the guests ends 
up dead, the festivities in this isolated house 
of tricks and mirrors quickly turns dangerous. 

Gillette takes it upon himself to assume the persona of his beloved 
Holmes, to track down the killer before his next victim appears. 
The danger and hilarity are non-stop in this glittering whodunit. 

The Game’s Afoot     1/17 - 2/7

Also known as “Holmes for the Holidays,” this 
comedy/thriller by Ken Ludwig is murderously 
funny, witty and fast-paced! It’s 1936 and 
Broadway star William Gillette, admired the 
world over for his leading role in the play 
Sherlock Holmes, has invited his fellow cast 
members to his Connecticut castle for a weekend 
of revelry. But when one of the guests ends 
up dead, the festivities in this isolated house 
of tricks and mirrors quickly turns dangerous. 

Gillette takes it upon himself to assume the persona of his beloved 

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 
WWW.THELITTLETHEATRE.COM

STrAIGHT uP
TIME FOR HAPPY HOUR

Call the Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001 or email

sales@alextimes.com 

SEE calEndar | 17
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SPorTS

Saints return to winning ways
SSSAS boys snap three-
game losing streak with 
big victory over Hayfield

By chriS TEalE

 The road-weary St. Ste-
phen’s and St. Agnes boys 
basketball team returned to 
the friendly confines of their 
home gym Monday night, hav-
ing lost three straight games 
on their travels and desperate 
for a return to the win column 
before Virginia Independent 
Schools Athletic Association 
league play begins.
 Against Hayfield, the Saints 
had the chance to do just that 
and did not disappoint as they 
ran out 67-51 winners to im-
prove their record to 7-6 with 
conference play just around 
the corner.
 “I’m proud of our kids, we 
lost three games in a row and 
we used this as an opportunity 
to get better, to get our posi-
tive feeling back,” said Saints 
head coach Ronald Ginyard 
after the game. “We returned 
to playing basketball the way 
that we coach everybody in 
practice. Everyone stuck to 
their role and executed the 
game plan at a really high 
level, so I’m proud we were 
able to get back to that and I’m 
looking forward to being able 
to build on that as we get into 
league play.”
 It was a busy holiday break 
for the Saints, who first trav-
eled to Spartanburg, S.C. for 
the Farm Bureau Classic at 
Dorman High School. They 
beat Central Gwinnett of Law-
renceville, Ga. before two 
close defeats to Dorman High 
School from Roebuck, S.C. 
and Bartow High School of 
Bartow, Fla. Early in the new 
year, St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes stayed a little closer to 
home for the IAC/MAC Chal-
lenge at The Potomac School, 
where they dropped a 52-51 
decision against Flint Hill.

 Those three straight de-
feats were tough to take for 
the Saints, but Ginyard said 
his side took plenty of posi-
tives from their journey south 
and maintained a strong team 
spirit.
 “The travels were fantas-
tic; it’s good to get our kids 
away from their comfort lev-
el in an environment where 
they’re spending pretty much 
all day together,” he said. “I 
think it helps our chemistry; 
we learned a lot about our-
selves as a team, I think we 
improved defensively and I 
think our bench got deeper 
when we were down there. 
 “Some guys who weren’t 
playing a ton of minutes were 
able to build and develop 
and get better while we were 
down there, and it’s going 
to help us when we get into 
league play. It was definitely 
a beneficial trip.”
 The Saints were dominant 
against the Hawks from the 
outset, as a combination of 
strong rebounding, a consis-
tent offense and some forced 
Hayfield errors helped the 
hosts jump out to an early 
lead. At halftime, the home 
side were up 37-23, having 
impressed with an intense 
brand of basketball that is a 
key part of their game plan.
 “It’s really important [to 
get a good start], because it 
jump-starts your energy,” Gin-
yard said. “I think our energy 
is really important and if you 
start the game well it gives 
you some confidence and 
some energy and particularly 
after losing three games in a 
row, it was a big deal.”
 In the second half, the 
Saints did not let up and con-
tinued to hammer home their 
advantage, something Ginyard 
emphasized to his players at 
halftime, and their consistency 
in the second half helped them 
keep Hayfield at arm’s length 
in the game’s latter stages.

 

Andrew Trainer, who scored 
19 points and had 12 rebounds, 
led the Saints squad, while ju-
nior Michael Janowski also 
had a double-double with 11 
points and 13 rebounds. Tyler 
Hodge led the Hawks with 18 
points while Daquan Poindex-
ter had 12 for the visitors, but it 
was not enough to prevent their 
record sliding to 3-7.

 

Having succumbed to three 
defeats in a row away from 
home, it would have been 
easy for St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes players to turn on one 
another, but Ginyard said his 
squad has stuck together de-
spite the losses, and can now 
look forward to the start of 
their conference schedule with 
a positive mindset.

 “Yeah, this game was proof 
of that [strong team spirit],” 
Ginyard said. “They stepped 
up and they played together. 
There was no individualism 
today, we played as a team 
and that makes me proud as 
a coach to know that we were 
able to do that.
 “I feel great, I feel like our 
team knows what it takes for 
us to be good and now it’s just 
a matter of us being consistent 
and executing.”
 The Saints do not have long to 
wait for the start of their VISAA 
slate, with an away trip to cross-
town rivals Episcopal coming up 
on January 13. Then, with games 
coming up against the likes of 
Georgetown Prep, who were 9-4 
as of press time, and Christ Cha-
pel Academy, who have a 12-2 
record, there are plenty of tough 
challenges ahead.
 But after this morale-
boosting win on their home 
court over a talented Hayfield 
team, St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes can look forward to 
those upcoming fixtures with 
renewed optimism.

PHOTO/CHRIS Teale
Saints sophomore guard Denmark Slay and Hayfield senior guard 
Tyler Hodge look on during SSSAS’s 67-51 win over the Hawks.

PHOTO/CHRIS Teale
SSSAS junior forward Andrew Trainer (center) calls for the ball in Saints’ 67-51 win over Hayfield. Trainer 
had 19 points and 12 rebounds in the victory.
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Community Minded    Balanced

Effective Communicators    

Independent
Learners

Please join us  
for an Open House:

Jan. 9
Grades K-4

Jan. 13
Grades 5-8

Visit www.acdsnet.org 
for time and details 
or call to schedule a 
tour 703.837.1303
2400 Russell Road   
Alexandria, VA 22301   
www.acdsnet.org

K–8

 
  
  

OPEN HOUSE - WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21ST

9:30 - 11:30 A.M.
www.graceschoolalex.org | 703-549-5067

SAY GRACE For more than 50 years, families have said
“Grace is the place for my child.”

Preschool - Grade 5  
• Challenging Academics with a 6:1 Student-Teacher Ratio
• Music, Drama, Studio Art, and Integrated Technology
• Service Learning Projects
• Before & After Extended Care
• A�ordable Tuition and Financial Aid

3601 Russell Road • Alexandria • VA • 22305

GRACE EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301
www.ImmanuelAlexandria.org

Classical Christian School • Grades JK - 8th

Open House 
Thursday, January 15th 
9:00 AM

Reservations encouraged
Call 703.549.0155 or email 
school@immanuelalexandria.org
Early admissions application deadline is Feb. 6th.

Open
Houses

www.saintanselms.org

Open House: January 11, 1-3 pm

St. Anselm’s 
Abbey School.

Where a rigorous curriculum  
keeps students challenged and engaged. 

Where a warm community 
encourages every boy to be himself.    

Where dozens of sports, arts, and clubs  
give rise to confident leaders.  

Where a strong Benedictine tradition 
grounds values and inspires faith.

Where Bright Boys Become 
Exceptional Men. 

.

shuttle
 available 

From  NoVa
 and Metro
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at home
Open shelving pairs style with substance
By ElainE marKouTSaS 

 Bookshelves are a necessi-
ty in most homes, not only for 
the obvious, but as a catch-all 
for other stuff. Some people, 
even in this day of the Kindle, 
have more books than yards 
of shelving to contain them. 
For others, books may be lim-
ited to just a few, perhaps of 
the coffee table variety. And 
the stuff — well, everything 
from tchotchkes to personal 
treasures, including heir-
looms, collectibles, travel 
souvenirs to framed family 
photos — gets a home, with a 
few volumes to share space, if 
they’re lucky.
 Freestanding bookcases 
are fairly standard issue, with 

only wood, stain or paint 
finish, molding details and 
thickness of shelves the dis-
tinguishing parameters. But 
with open shelving, design 
really has stepped up. As a 
retail category, it has grown 
steadily in recent years. From 
industrial wire looks to touch-
es of Hollywood Regency, 
the choice of styles runs from 
sleek polished stainless steel 
and brass to earthy weathered 
woods and burnished metals. 
 From skinny 15-inch-wide 
towers to medium-sized open 
shelving (say, 3 feet across to 
wider [nearly 8 feet]), most 
top out between 55 and 91 
inches. But it’s the way these 
pieces are configured that 
begs the question: Are these 

etageres or bookcases? The 
truth is, a little of each.
 By definition, the French 
word, etagere (ay-ta-ZHER) 
means a piece of furniture or 
a stand with open shelves “for 
small ornaments,” accord-
ing to the American Heritage 
Dictionary, or “for small ob-
jects, bric-a-brac, etc.,” ac-
cording to Random House, 
which cites that it came into 
use around 1840. Ironically, 
another label for this furni-
ture is “whatnot,” which often 
loosely describes what people 
put on it: knickknacks. Then 
there’s a relative, the baker’s 
rack, which, of course, was 
strictly utilitarian in origin.
 We tend to think about 
these examples as metal piec-

es, and many of today’s mod-
els are, or at least they com-
bine metal and wood. But the 
earliest models actually were 
crafted from wood, especial-
ly exotic grains or even gilt 
wood, in the time of Louis 
XV. Elaborate carvings were 
not unusual, nor was embel-
lishment, such as spindles be-
tween shelves.
 One of the more fanciful 
examples from the mid-19th 
century is actually English, 
a high Rococo Revival piece 
currently in the collection 
at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art. According to 
the Heilbrunn Timeline of 
Art History, not only is its 
silhouette over the top, with 
undulations and gilt wood 

and mother-of-pearl embel-
lishments, all in the style of 
Japanese lacquer, it rests al-
most bizarrely on a gigantic 
central cabriole and a pair of 
substantial, turned legs.
 What’s popular today never 
approaches such excess. Most 
styles are modern, which not 
only suits the uptick in simplic-
ity we’ve been seeing in home 
decor, but also serves a need 
for more pivotal and easier to 
mix furnishings. Even pieces 
with turn-of-the century indus-
trial inspiration are clean-lined. 
Some pieces even are fitted 
with casters, like bar carts, for 
easy mobility.
 What we like about the open 

SEE ShElVES | 15

homE oF ThE WEEK

 This property is located in 
Abingdon Row, one of Old 
Town’s desirable boutique con-
dominiums, and is just a couple 
of blocks from the Potomac 
River, shops and restaurants. 
 The open concept floor plan 
is enhanced by tall ceilings with 
crown moulding, oversize win-
dows and gleaming hardwood 
floors. A foyer entry leads to the 
gourmet kitchen and living/din-
ing area. The spacious kitchen 
offers stainless steel appli-
ances, 42-inch maple cabinets, 
granite counters and an island 
with a breakfast bar. 
 The master bedroom comes 
with new carpet and a walk-
in designer closet system. The 
bathroom has a granite-topped 
maple vanity and natural stone 
ceramic tiles. 
 Abingdon Row amenities 
include an underground park-
ing garage and bike storage, a 
secure lobby entry and a fabu-
lous rooftop terrace.

Luxury Old Town condominium offers carefree living

At a Glance:
Address:   1023 N. Royal St., #206
              Alexandria, VA 22314 
neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $429,000

Condo Fee: $339.00/month

year Built: 2007

Bedrooms: 1
Baths: 1
Parking: 2 garage spaces

Contact:  Christine Garner, 
  Weichert, Realtors, 
  703-587-4855,
  cghomes@hotmail.com,
  www.christinegarner.com

PHOTOS/D.S. CReaTIve GROuP 
Enjoy luxury living in The Abingdon. This home features a desirable open concept floor plan.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    JAnuAry 8, 2015 | 15 

style shelves is their simple 
shapes. Even if they are em-
bellished, the accenting (say, a 
hammered edge) is barely there. 
We love the architectural form 
of some pieces, which adds es-
pecially to boxlike rooms devoid 
of character. We love the honest 
materials from which many are 
made. We love them solo or 
ganged together, against a wall 
or as room dividers. And we 
love that they are so versatile.
 Stretched out wide and up-
ward, shelves can be off kilter, 
appear to be floating or even 
be reconfigured into mazelike 
cubbies. Versatility is one thing 
driving interest. Etageres, nar-
row or wide, can fit into almost 
any room of the house: foyer, 
living and dining rooms, kitch-
en, family room, bedroom and 
bath. That they’re decorative and 
functional is a plus. In the bath, 
for example, they provide extra 
storage, and a handsome way 
to store towels, bath salts and 
soaps, as well as sponges. In an 

office, they can hold references 
and supplies as well as objects. 
They’re chameleons that adapt 
and can be changed up easily to 
display collections that are fluid. 
 A love of metallic finishes in 
home decor is boosting interest 
in metal etageres. Some of the 
newer brass and stainless steel 
designs have strong mid-century 
to 1980s references. The iconic 
designer Billy Baldwin designed 
a set of tubular brass etageres 
for Cole Porter’s New York City 
apartment in 1955, and they tow-
ered at 9 feet 4 inches. As in his 
own place, Baldwin placed a pair 
of towers and a wider version on 
either side of a doorway, all on 
one wall, to dramatic effect.
 The late Milo Baughman, 
who long designed for Thayer 
Coggin, and whose works are 
collectible, often appearing on 
1st dibs, an online marketplace 
for design and antiques, cre-
ated a series of striking, modern 
gleaming glass and chrome de-
signs in the ‘60s and ‘70s, many 
with the kinds of staggered 
shelves we see today.

PHOTO/WISTeRIa  
This mid-century-influenced bookshelf called Contemporary from 
Wisteria comes in nine colors to add pop as well as classic style. It 
measures 40 inches wide by 14 inches deep by 79 inches tall and 
starts at $959.97 at Wisteria.

SEE ShElVES | 17
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PHOTO/CB2  
Simplicity wins the day with a slim frame in weathered iron that supports wide planks of solid, sustainable 
acacia wood with light to dark tones, active grain and naturally occurring knots. With just a hint of rustic, 
the pieces from CB2 shine in a contemporary setting and their proportions (36 inches wide by 11 1/4 
inches deep by 56 1/4 inches tall) make its slender footprint appealing.

w w w . s i m p l y p e r f e c t s o f a . c o m

Custom-made and custom-sized furniture line carried 
exclusively at Reunions Neighborhood Specialty Shop.

Perfect Proportions.      Perfect Options.     Perfect Comfort.      Perfect Construction.

Reunions   |   1709 Centre Plaza Alexandria VA 22302   |   703-931-8161

Order online or in 

the store by Jan. 15th 

and receive a $100 

Reunions gift card!
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 I genuinely believe that 
a pet with a buddy is a hap-
pier, healthier pet. Even if 
they aren’t of the same spe-
cies, multiple pets provide 
each other company, peace of 
mind and protection. They of-
tentimes even keep each other 
young, which is a great reason 
to consider bringing another 
pet into your home in 2015.
 Once you have determined 
that your budget al-
lows for a new ad-
dition and you have 
chosen an animal 
that complements 
your existing pet and 
household, you’ll 
discover what many 
of us have found: 
second pets bring 
endless joy to the 
first, even if there is 
an adjustment period as each 
determines its role within the 
family structure.
 As the proud parent of two 
highly bonded hounds, I will 
tell you that Titan is a much 
more confident and well-ad-
justed dog since we adopted 
Sox many years ago. Titan 
picked Sox out at an adoption 
event and, while I wanted him 
to mingle with other possible 
buddies, he made it clear that 
Sox was his first choice. Sox 
obliged and was excitedly 
jumping in the car in no time at 
all. Naturally high strung, Sox 

is soothed by Titan’s presence, 
which I’m sure was a welcome 
change after having spent most 
of her life as a stray.
 Any time that I separate 
my dogs, mostly for trips to 
the vet, each reacts very poor-
ly to the other’s absence. Titan 
whines uncontrollably until 
Sox returns and Sox mopes 
around miserably, wondering 
when Titan will be back. The 

elation in their 
reunions after 
mere hours apart 
gets me every 
time. The happi-
ness is palpable. 
 My dogs 
aren’t the only 
pair of pets I 
have seen bond 
on such a pro-
found level. As a 

pet sitter, I have seen many of 
my clients’ pets go through an 
unfathomable period of grief 
when losing a mate. I have seen 
pets that usually do quite well 
at home become destructive 
when their buddy was away 
for the day or longer. And, I 
have seen a dog’s disposition 
change entirely and be greatly 
improved by the addition of a 
companion and playmate.
 On rare occasions I have 
also seen a pet vehemently 
reject a new addition. I usu-
ally attribute this rejection to 
a fear of abandonment, other-

wise perceived as jealousy, a 
poor choice in the age and/or 
energy level of the new mate 
or an improper introduction 
that inadvertently causes the 
existing pet to resent the other. 
 Such rejection is rare be-
cause animals are naturally 
very social. Even the most 
antisocial of dogs and cats can 
reap great benefits from com-
panionship. 
 If you are concerned that 
your pet may refuse a mate 
but would still like to con-
sider a new addition, consider 
fostering a pet for a couple 
of weeks. Ask the rescue or 
shelter to give you pointers 
on how to properly acclimate 
a new pet to your home and 
family. You can even speak 
to a behaviorist to walk you 
through a proper introduction. 
Then, be patient as the dy-
namic in the home changes to 
include its newest member. 
 Remember, friends aren’t 
always made overnight. But, 
if you stick with it, remain 
positive and ensure a smooth 
transition for everyone, one 
day you’re bound to catch 
your pets snuggling each 
other, affectionately groom-
ing one another, or playing to-
gether in utter delight and you 
will know you did the right 
thing for the whole family.
 The smile on your face will 
confirm what I have been say-
ing for years: two pets really 
are better than one.

The writer is the owner  
of The Wag Pack.

Two pets are better than one
PET maTTErS

By Isabel Alvarez

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

Kingstowne
Cat Clinic

5830 Kingstowne Center Dr.
Suite 120, Alexandria, VA 22315

(703) 922-8228 (9-CAT-CAT)
Fax: (703) 922-4064

www.kingstownecatclinic.com

Oxo is a sweet girl who will 
make sure you feel all the  
love she has to give! 
She’s a mellow kitty who just 
wants a forever home. 
Is that with you? Come meet 
her on Saturday or Sunday 
from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.  
For more information  
contact King Street Cats.

With Love from Oxo! 

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Second 
pets bring 

endless joy to the first, 
even if there is an 
adjustment period as 
each determines its 
role within the family 
structure.”
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 So admit it, you’ve seen 
plenty of wonderful images of 
open bookshelves and etageres 
in magazines and on retailer 
websites, where they all look so 
... perfect. If you’re intimidated 
by the idea of filling one, lest it 
look sloppy or not quite maga-
zine worthy, don’t fret. At least 
one retailer, Wisteria, actually 
has tackled the subject, with il-
lustrations, on its blog.
 “How to Style a Bookshelf” 
features three easy steps. First, 
gather books and accesso-
ries. “We suggest using items 
of varying shapes and sizes. 
You’ll need a few round shapes, 
square shapes and more organic 
ones as well.” They suggest one 
of their amethyst geodes, which 
could be used on a shelf, (on 
top of a book), as a decorative 
accessory or as a bookend. Bas-
kets are recommended not only 
to add warmth and texture but 
also to organize.
 Their second step is to ar-
range. “Order (decorative and 
functional items) by size, color 
or subject depending on per-
sonal preference. Be sure to 
mix it up by having some books 
standing and a few lying down 
-- this will break up group-

ings and create a visual flow. 
... Juxtapose the square shapes 
of books with something round 
and add a pop of color while 
you’re at it!” 
 And finally, Wisteria sug-
gests creating height on each 
shelf. “Use a mix of taller and 
shorter items to create a dy-
namic movement. Glass risers 
are perfect for lifting up shorter 
items and they blend perfectly 
into any decor, while they add a 
bit of shine.”
 Looking at each shelf as a unit 
or “block” is another suggestion. 
In other words, consider each 
grouping, whether it’s a stack of 
books, an object or an object on 
a stack of books; so there may be 
two groups on one shelf, three on 
the next two, two on the bottom. 
Strive for balance.
 Of course, if you need stor-
age, there are baskets as well 
as pretty boxes that handle the 
task with style. But don’t for-
get the books. 
 Billy Baldwin had plenty of 
them on his own etageres — 
and as pictures tell the story, 
they appear to have been well 
read, not just props. Still, hard-
backs add life and warmth to a 
room. Said Baldwin: “The best 
decoration in the world is a 
room full of books.”

ShElVES 

FROM | 15

calEndar 

FROM | 11

PHOTO/ReSTORaTIOn HaRDWaRe  
Classical shelving anchored by posts that go through the shelves and read like pillars at either end are 
influenced by British and American industrial design from a century ago. The Mercantile double shelving is 
framed in iron with ball finials and shelves handcrafted of elm with a dry oak finish and measures 94 1/2 
inches wide, 23 3/4 inches deep by 84 inches tall and sells for $2,795 at Restoration Hardware. A smaller 
size also is available.

Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242, gadsbys.
tavern@alexandriava.gov or www.gads-
bystavern.org

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 
ANNUAL DINNER The Dunbar 
Alexandria-Olympic Branch will host its 
annual Dinner and Dance charity event. 
Enjoy dinner, dancing and appearances 
by young club members. Tickets are 
$125 or $150 for VIP access.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Carlyle Club, 411 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-217-7763, 703-801-
2216, cbrodeur@bgcgw.org or jalmond@
bgcgw.org

 January 26
 
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 

mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

 January 27

THE MAKING OF AN EXHIBIT  
A chance for Alexandria homeschool 
families to meet the curator of The Ly-
ceum’s new exhibit, Explore the Attic, and 
learn how an exhibit goes from concept 
to script to objects on display. Tickets cost 
$8 per child, adults are free of charge.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or shop.
alexandriava.gov

MUSIC AT MOUNT VERNON 
CONCERT SERIES Three concerts 
of chamber music, performed by 
members of the National Symphony 
Orchestra. Each performance is pref-
aced by a brief piece of Mount Vernon 
history, while afterwards guests enjoy 
champagne and gourmet chocolates 
with the musicians.
Time: 7 p.m.

Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org

 January 28

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

 January 29-February 14

BIRTHNIGHT BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for the Birth-
night Ball on February 14, learn 18th-
century English country dancing from 
expert dance instructors.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.shop.alexandriava.gov

 January 31 
PREPARING FOR A BALL  
Explore the tavern where famous galas 
like George Washington’s Birthnight 
Ball were held and practice the tasks 
involved in preparing for a ball. The 
day includes an 18th century dance 
lesson and a craft to take home, with 
new groups starting every 45 minutes. 
Reservations are required.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4739 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

 February 1

WONDERS OF SCIENCE 
Discover curious objects, from poison 
bottles to dragon’s blood, and find 
out how they were used. During these 
hour-long tours, Project Enlighten-
ment, McLean High School’s historical 
reenactment society, will conduct 18th 
century scientific demonstrations to 
expand visitors’ knowledge about sci-
ence in the 1700s.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: www.shop.alexandriava.gov

 February 7
VALENTINE’S HONEY FOR 
YOUR HONEY Meet George 
Wilson, the producer of award-
winning Backyard Farm honeys 
in Gainesville, Va. He will tell his 
story and share his honey, which is 
unprocessed, unpasteurized and 
contains naturally occurring pollen 
and enzymes.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Olio Tasting Room, 1223 
King St.
Information: 703-909-8196,  
info@oliotastingroom.com or  
www.oliotastingroom.com

 February 8

WINTER WARMER LADIES 
TEA Choose from a variety of 18th-
century desserts while you sip John 
Gadsby’s special blend of tea or take a 
cup of American Heritage Chocolate. His-
toric guest Martha Washington will catch 
you up on the latest Alexandria news 
during the tea. Admission costs $35.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org
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To the editor:
 Allen Irwin complains about 
“regular” writers of letters to 
the editor, and their meme about 
our city being dragged down 
by a conspiracy of developers, 
bicyclists and elected officials 
(“Alexandria needs more for-
ward-thinking views in 2015,” 
December 23).
 He would like more variety. 
If only he knew how many of 
your regulars’ letters you don’t 
publish, such as, in my case, a 
tongue-in-cheek “rant” about 
some real-estate blog deeming 
Alexandria “the country’s third 
snobbiest city” and another cri-
tiquing the Star Spangled Ban-
ner’s third stanza. 
  Shouldn’t Mr. Irwin be more 
alarmed that (other than bicy-
clists), so few defenders of de-

velopers and their city council 
allies write in? Is it because they 
want to fly under the radar since 
they effectively “own” city hall 
and don’t want to bring their 
control to the wider public’s at-
tention? Wouldn’t we be better 
off if, rather than the few hun-
dred of us who pay close atten-
tion, thousands did?
  The real inference of his 
letter is that the few hundred 
who pay close attention and are 
more informed — even though 
nobody is paying us to be — 
should get no more weight than 
the tens of thousands who don’t 
pay attention at all. Indeed, that 
was the point of moving local 
council elections from May to 
November, to dilute the input of 
the few hundred.
 This change has had some 

remarkable unforeseen conse-
quences, such as the council be-
ing more prone to overrule its ap-
pointed boards and commissions, 
reneging on past commitments 
and prejudging DSUP and special 
use permits by allowing them to 
take effect upon application be-
fore approval, which it previously 
resisted doing. Does Mr. Irwin 
believe these are trivial concerns? 
  Mr. Irwin would also like the 
letters to have more variety. But 
in order to have more variety, 
readers other than the “regu-
lars” have to write letters on 
other topics. The editors bend 
over backwards to move such 
letters to the head of the queue, 
but, as best I can tell, they don’t 
have very many.

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

your Views

More people need to pay attention  
to issues in Alexandria

our View

 Alexandria lost a giant last week with the death of 
civil rights and education pioneer Ferdinand Day at 
the age of 96.
 Day lived in the Port City his entire life, and his ac-
complishments speak for themselves. He became the 
first black member of the Alexandria School Board, 
and was later the first black school board chairman in 
all of Virginia at a time when segregation in education 
was in its final throes.
 His guidance of Alexandria City Public Schools 
through that process led to the successful integration 
of the three city high schools in the form of the newly 
opened T.C. Williams in 1971. But the fact that he re-
mained ever-present after retiring more than 30 years 
ago shows how he exemplifies the best of Alexandria 
— the ideal that the city and its leaders strive for.
 Though his work represented a massive step forward 
for the city, he was not content. He continued to work to 
improve Alexandria, keeping himself in tune to the latest 
issues facing city leaders and offering input.
 Day befriended young people, from Mayor Bill 
Euille in the 1970s to school board member Chris Lewis 
as recently as a few years ago, and encouraged them to 
pursue elected positions in city government.
 He was a leader, a mentor and a friend to so many 
in Alexandria. He knew that the city always could im-
prove and instilled that drive in each generation that 
followed his.
 And to hear officials tell it, Day kept them on the 
straight and narrow. Euille joked that although Day was 
always supportive, he wasn’t afraid to speak his mind 
and dole out criticism when appropriate.
 Even in the months of poor health prior to his pass-
ing, he reportedly held salons to discuss the latest issues 
with city leaders. Alexandria was his home, and he was 
determined to see it and its residents succeed.
 As we enter 2015 and the many issues Alexandria 
will undoubtedly face this year, we should keep Day and 
his passion in the back of our minds.
 We will see debates over architecture and develop-
ment and efforts to fund services for residents and to try 
to preserve affordable housing. We may disagree, but we 
must remember that, at the end of the day, we all want 
what is best for the future of our community.
 In that same vein, we should consider Day’s approach 
to policy decisions as we discuss issues. We must be dili-
gent in our research and collegial in our discussions with 
those who disagree with us. We must remain passionate 
about the issues important to us and encourage others to 
become a part of the discussion.
 The positive way that he engaged with community 
members is just as important in 2015 as it was in the 1960s.
 Rest in peace.

Ferdinand Day represented 
the best of Alexandria
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 The New Year is a time for re-
flection and resolution. We exam-
ine what transpired in the previous 
12 months and determine what we 
want to improve on. If we do this 
honestly, it involves self-examina-
tion and even confession. 
 A week away over the holidays 
enabled me to go through this pro-
cess. I arrived at a conclusion, the 
confession of which I hope will not 
irreparably damage my reputation 
as a serious person. Here goes: I am 
hopelessly addicted to Jane Austen 
fan fiction.
 Not the horrid or in-
appropriate kind (think: 
zombies or explicit sex), 
but I’m all in for tales 
that take an element of an 
Austen book — usually 
“Pride and Prejudice” — 
and come up with a new 
story line. Over the past 
few years, I’ve read books 
telling the story from 
Darcy’s perspective, like 
“Darcy’s Story” by Janet 
Aylmer and “Fitzwilliam 
Darcy, Gentleman,” a trilogy of 
novels by Pamela Aidan.
 I devoured P. D. James’ “Death 
Comes to Pemberley” — a who-
dunnit by a well-known mystery 
writer. And I just finished “First 
Impressions” by Charlie Lovett, 
which was a Christmas present 
from my husband, who not only 
knows of this weakness but also in-
dulges it.
 But it doesn’t stop there. I also 
read modern updates on Austen 
books, like “The Three Weiss-
manns of Westport” by Cathleen 
Schine, and sometimes books that 
just have Jane in the title, such as 
Karen Joy Fowler’s “The Jane Aus-
ten Book Club.”
   Why the enduring fascination 
with someone who lived so long 
ago and only wrote six full novels? 
And if we’re honest, only four of 
them are truly notable — I don’t 
think we’d be talking about Jane 
today if “Northanger Abbey” and 
“Mansfield Park” were the sum of 
her literary efforts.
 Fowler, in an introduction to a 
collection of all six original novels, 
says most authors either appeal to 

academics or mass readers, but few 
are loved by both. Part of Jane’s ap-
peal is in her life story: a woman 
who wrote extensively about love 
and yet never married. Fans wish 
for Jane the kind of romance that 
her heroines found. Her books are 
so splendidly resolved, and yet her 
own, short life — she died at 41 — 
seems incomplete. Fan fiction helps 
to fill that void.
 My entry into the ranks of de-
voted Austen readers came fairly 
late. (I deliberately avoid the word 
“Janeite” because of its negative 

connotations.) I first read 
“Pride and Prejudice” 
and “Sense and Sensibil-
ity” in my early 20s and 
wasn’t blown away.
    But I read them again 
about 10 years later and 
fell in love, not just with 
Elizabeth and Darcy, 
and Marianne and Wil-
loughby, but with Aus-
ten’s presentation of fam-
ily life and her humor. 
“Emma” is my favorite 

Austen book and the eponymous 
character’s father, Mr. Woodhouse, 
is to me the funniest character in 
literature.
 In the end, I think Austen’s 
genius and the reason her work 
endures is her almost unrivaled 
insight into human nature. She is 
able to make characters come alive 
in three dimensions with just one 
sentence. And although her plots 
center on romantic courtship and 
love, it is the familial relationships 
— between sisters and between 
daughters and their parents — that 
form the emotional core of her 
books.
 Most Jane fan fiction is not par-
ticularly well written — in “First 
Impressions” the modern-day char-
acters are relatively flat — and 
these books rather cynically cash in 
on hopeless devotees like me. And 
yet, I’ll undoubtedly keep reading 
them, and re-reading the originals. 
It’s nice to occasionally escape for 
a few hours from the tumult of our 
times into Jane’s world.

The writer is the publisher of the 
Alexandria Times.

Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 As the holidays — the season of 
giving — pass, they serve as a time 
to reflect on the wonderful things 
that parents, community members, 
partners and staff do for the youth 
of Alexandria to address their food, 
clothing, literacy and health needs. 
 I am grateful that in my role as 
a school board member I get to see 
the magnificent deeds people do 
around our city. While I 
will share only a small 
number of examples, I 
know there are so many 
more people touching the 
lives of children and fami-
lies around our city.
 During the holiday 
season, food can be an ob-
stacle for some families. It 
is heartbreaking to think 
about families struggling to put 
meals on the table, especially at this 
time of year. When a parent group 
at Maury Elementary School came 
together with school officials to start 
Blessings in a Backpack, they were 
keenly aware of how important it 
was to fill this need. Blessings in a 
Backpack is a year-round program 
that provides children with food for 
when they are not in school, and 
also provides special holiday meals 
for their families. We know that 
food insecurity can take a terrible 
psychological and physical toll, and 
when we expect families and stu-
dents to function without the basic 
nutritional requirements being met, 
it is an uphill battle.
 Clothing and shoes can be an-
other challenge for families in 
our city. Many schools hold coat 
drives and collect mittens, scarves 
and hats for students who are not 
able to afford winter garments 
each year. As parents know, chil-
dren grow so fast. Each year, a 
child could wear a different size, 
and that can be difficult to afford. 
One school asked for undergar-
ments in all sizes and for differ-
ent genders. Often it is the simple 
items we take for granted that 

could make a huge difference for 
a child and their family.
 One of the school district’s major 
goals is to make sure that children 
are reading when they are not in 
school and that they enjoy it. One of 
our partners, Alexandria Book Shelf, 
provided tens of thousands of books 
for children this holiday season. But 
what is incredible is that this part-

ner also has set up book-
shelves in many recreation  
centers and schools for 
children to swap and share 
books. It is such a simple 
effort to collect books and 
give them out to different 
readers, and with a little 
coordination, this simple 
concept has been brought 
to life for hundreds of 

students. Many of them went home 
with wonderful new and gently used 
books donated by companies and res-
idents at an ARHA event at Charles 
Houston Recreational Center.
 Lastly, one of the most inspiring 
stories that can be told daily in our 
district is how our counselors, social 
workers, teachers and administra-
tors support our children and fami-
lies. There are countless instances 
of social workers helping families 
access dental or medical services, 
and the contribution these leaders in 
our community give to students can 
range from a simple hug to saving 
their lives.
 As I reflect on these acts of gen-
erosity, one fact emerges. These 
are not projects that take place 
once a year; they happen all year 
long. People have answered the 
call to help our students grow up to 
be productive citizens and perhaps 
to give back to their community as 
their community has helped them. 
For this, I feel blessed to live in  
a city that is so rich with resourc-
es, but more importantly, so big  
of heart.

The writer is the chairwoman of the 
Alexandria School Board.

Holiday season highlights  
local aid to struggling families

Karen Grafmy View 
By Denise Dunbar

Stepping into Jane’s world
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OTInsider writes:

Harris Teeter’s 24-hour operation is logical, con-
venient for customers and would have been ap-
proved in the original [special use permit] had it 
not been for a simple oversight in the application.
 Yet somehow Mr. Drudi sees this approval 
as “a prostituted public process?” What’s “pros-
tituted” about the city allowing a grocery store 
to stay open 24-7, which was always the intent 
anyway? How sad things have gotten so twisted 
around here.
 Drudi doesn’t even live in Old Town, so 
what’s the point? I actually live here and have 
shopped at Harris Teeter many times since it 
opened. This was the right thing to do and should 
have not been an issue worthy of any comment.

Kent writes:

Sorry Old Town folks: you live in a city envi-
ronment and in a tourist area. The city is bank-
rupt and needs money and revenue.
 You have no standing to appeal any business 
decision, let alone a small decision to let a high-
end grocery store stay open later. You can’t live 
in a utopia without paying for it.
 Arlington flourishes in their city budget, but 
they allow a big bar/hotel scene. This brings 
crime and nuisance but they pay their police 
department high wages to control it. Arlington 
gets a massive surplus of money to put towards 
social programs for their residents. Alexandria 
should ask Arlington for help in decisions.

In response to  
“City council sets dangerous 
precedent in Harris Teeter deal,” 
December 23:

From ThE WEB

To the editor:
 I applaud the T.C. Williams 
girls basketball team getting as 
far as it did in the playoffs and 
this accomplishment being noted 
as one of the top stories of 2014 
by the Alexandria Times — rec-
ognition that program richly de-
serves. What disappoints me is 
a total lack of credit being given 
to all of the other athletic accom-
plishments of Alexandria’s three 
other high schools — Bishop Ire-
ton, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes 
and Episcopal.
 Totally ignored were the break-
out performances of the Bishop 
Ireton girls lacrosse team during 
their historic twin state and con-

ference championships in May, 
the state championship by the  
SSSAS boys lacrosse team also in 
May and the Bishop Ireton foot-
ball team’s appearance in the state 
championship game this past fall. 
Those three are probably not the 
only high school athletic mile-
stones achieved during the 2014 
calendar year, but why were they 
omitted by the Alexandria Times?
 The Alexandria Times also ig-
nored the fact that two of the dom-
inant high school girls lacrosse 
teams in the entire country are lo-
cated in the Port City.
 For the second time in three 
years, Bishop Ireton and the Saints 
met in the VISAA state champion-

ship game in May. SSSAS won 
in 2012 and Bishop Ireton won in 
2014. The Washington Post ranked 
Bishop Ireton No. 1 and SSSAS 
No. 2 in the D.C. region for the 
2014 season. The final 2014 Brine/
TopLaxRecruits.com North Amer-
ica Girls Private/Catholic Rank-
ings placed Bishop Ireton at No. 2 
and SSSAS at No. 3 in the nation 
— overall these two teams ranked 
Nos. 7 and 9 respectively in the 
nation.
  Methinks these accomplish-
ments deserve recognition from 
their hometown newspaper.

- Grant Cole
Alexandria

To the editor:
 Although students worldwide are 
required to recite the date that slav-
ery was abolished in their respective 
countries, slavery is far from over. 
There currently is a global epidemic 
of slavery in the form of human traf-
ficking — and our country, state and 
even Alexandria are not immune.
 The International Labour Or-
ganization, a specialized agency 
of the United Nations, estimates 

that there are 20.9 million victims 
of human trafficking worldwide. 
Other sources place the figure even 
higher. It’s about time that we get 
serious about addressing human 
trafficking — and about providing 
assistance to survivors of human 
trafficking.
  With January 11 designated as 
Human Trafficking Awareness Day, 
we have a unique opportunity to in-
crease public awareness about the 

travesty of human trafficking. Let’s 
start with our lawmakers in Rich-
mond. Join with the American As-
sociation of University Women of 
Virginia and sign our petition urging 
lawmakers to pass legislation to as-
sist survivors of human trafficking.

- Leslie Tourigny
Vice President for Public Policy,  

American Association of  
University Women of Virginia

To the editor:
 I am writing to take issue with 
your recent editorial (“All communi-
ties must work to improve race rela-
tions,” Dec. 18). It was stated that 
desegregation happened peacefully 
here. But there were certainly serious 
problems during the turbulent late 
1960s and early 1970s.
 During the 1968 and 1969 high 
school football seasons there were 
disturbances during the night games 
at George Washington High School 
Stadium. There was public outrage 
in the fall of 1969 concerning po-
lice brutality in a case involving the 
pistol-whipping of a 14-year-old 
boy.
 Acts of vandalism and terror-
ism such as fire bombings plagued 
the Old and Historic District. In late 
October 1969, city officials made the 

draconian decision to ban high school 
football games in the interest of pub-
lic safety. Racial tensions and unrest 
were cited as roving bands of youths 
had been vandalizing the area around 
GW and citizens sought to banish 
night games.
 In late May 1970, a shooting of 
a 19-year-old at a 7-Eleven store at 
the intersection of Glebe Road and 
Commonwealth Avenue prompted 
rioting in the east Arlandria area.
 The controversial consolida-
tion plan for the three city high 
schools in 1971 led to violent con-
frontations at both GW and Ham-
mond. Busing kids across the city 
for misguided social engineering 
purposes had become the new 
order of the day. Many people 
started to eschew attending Alex-
andria public schools.

 All of these incidents led to the 
city of Alexandria being consid-
ered a troubled jurisdiction by the 
rest of the Northern Virginia area.
 As for Alexandria being a meri-
tocracy where people are elected 
or promoted based on their ability 
and their skin color, I would beg 
to differ. Political calculations af-
fect many decisions. Wasn’t the 
naming of Herman Boone to be 
the head coach at the newly con-
solidated T.C. Williams “super-
school” in 1971 an example of ra-
cial politics?
 As a 54-year-old lifelong Al-
exandrian with family roots in 
the city that go back to the early 
1920s, I take the history of my 
hometown very seriously.

 - Gregory Paspatis
Alexandria

Other local sports teams deserve recognition

Slavery around the world is far from over

Integration was more turbulent than suggested

Email comments,  
rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com.

Who carES?
WE do.
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he impressive gabled Federal-
style building at 329 N. Wash-
ington St. originally was built 

in 1821 as a two-story tenant residence 
by John C. Mandell, a local real estate 
speculator who also acted as property 
manager and rent collector for other Al-
exandria landowners. Historically, the 
property often has been referred to as 
the Old Leadbeater House, and members 
of that important Alexandria family may 
have rented the property from Mandell 
in the early years after its construction.
 In 1832 the dwelling was acquired by 
William Gregory, a well-respected Scot-
tish importer and the proprietor of a lo-
cal dry goods store. Gregory specialized 
in selling carpets and other wool prod-
ucts produced at his family’s factory 
in Kilmarnock, Scotland. At the time, 
Gregory paid $4,000 for the property, 
and immediately implemented plans to 
enlarge the structure for his growing 
household.
 Constrained by the limitations of the 
corner lot at Princess Street, Gregory en-
larged the structure vertically by one and 
a half stories, with the addition crowned 
by a dentiled masonry cornice. Under 
Gregory’s careful directions, the original 
architectural features and building fabric 
were replicated, including the Flemish 
bond of the brick and the Aquia stone 
trim on the keystones and window sills.  
By reducing the height of the third floor 
building windows, Gregory achieved 
a sense of dimensionality, making the 
house appear larger than it actually was.  
Of particular note in this photograph, 
taken around 1960, is the old carriage 
step on North Washington Street, just 
opposite the front door.
 The house remained in the Gregory 
family for over a century and William’s 

daughter, Mary Gregory Powell, be-
came one of the city’s most noted histo-
rians and penned a record of significant 
townspeople and events titled, “The 
History of Old Alexandria, Virginia.” 
In 1937, 329 N. Washington St. passed 
from the Gregory heirs to Dr. Martin 
Delaney, who used the property as his 
office and residence for fifty years un-
til his death. Interestingly, four of Del-

aney’s sons followed their father into 
the medical profession. One of the last 
remaining free-standing private homes 
on Washington Street, the old Gregory 
homestead soon will be converted into 
a French country inn by restaurant com-
pany La Bergerie.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic Alexandria.

ouT oF ThE aTTic

A historic property with a bright future

PHOTO/lIBRaRY OF COnGReSS

T

61% yes, the grounds are in dire shape. 

39% no, it is too expensive.
61 votes

Last Week 
Should the Alexandria School Board support the proposal 
to revamp the schoolyard at Maury Elementary School?

This Week 
What is the most important issue in this year’s Virginia 
General Assembly?

Weekly Poll

A. Gun control. 
B. Education.
C. Government spending and taxes. 
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ACrOSS
1 Change to fit one’s needs
6 Meat in a can
10 Animal “in the grass”
15 Night twinkler
19 Submarine detector
20 Hourly pay
21 Poison
22 How sailors say “Hi”
23 Hitter of 755 homeruns
25 Legend of the 1936 Olympics
26 Coney Island’s ___ Park
27 The Big Band, for one
28 Sound made by a pig
29 “___, poor Yorick” (“Hamlet”)
30 Oscar winner Sophia
31 Teeth holders
32 Waste time
34 It covers a cake
36 It has a tail in space
39 Like a creepy film
40 Prefix for profit or dairy
41 10th mo.
44 Noted man in a garden
45 First African-American   
  mayor of Detroit
49 Miners dig for it
50 The “P” of mph
51 They expect to reap later
52 Get something through work
53 Family room, or a place for lions
54 NYC’s zone
55 Not dead
56 San ___, California
57 “Famous” cookie man
58 Antiseptic in a first-aid kit
60 Peter and Paul
62 “Hot” Mexican dish
64 Billie Holiday activity
66 ___-link fence
67 Went back and forth
68 Taking a nap
69 It lives under a bridge in   
  fairy tales
70 Morning prayer

71 Sad color?
72 This, that or the ___
74 Jonas E. Salk created a   
  vaccine for it
75 “Little Bo-Peep ___ lost ...”
78 Allow
79 You’ll do this in a long line
80 Ribbon worn as an insignia  
  of honor
81 “___ we there yet?”
82 Suffix for ordinal numbers
83 Founder of the Rainbow   
  Coalition
86 Thin, narrow opening
87 Birmingham-to-Montgomery dir.
88 Farthest or highest (Abbr.)
89 Oscar night host
90 Book of maps
91 Esther of “Good Times”
93 Rhino relative
94 Gent’s mate
96 “Home to Harlem” author   
  Claude
98 Birds that give a hoot
99 Song sung by one
100 Sound a sheep makes
103 Colored portion of the eye
104 Small part played by a big   
  name
106 Former NAACP leader
109 Indian princess
110 Goodbye, in France
111 “Green Gables” girl
112 Type of tea
113 They can be cracked early   
  in the morning
114 Annie of “Designing Women”
115 Baron or earl, e.g.
116 Carnivorous scavenger
DOWn
1 Tennis great Arthur
2 Opposite of a slacker
3 “___ and the King of Siam”
4 Good score for a golfer
5 Compete for a position
6 Beautiful aquatic birds

7 Place to picnic
8 “A long time __ in a galaxy far ...”
9 What boys will be
10 German fruit bread similar   
  to strudel
11 “In your dreams!”
12 Lumberjacks swing them
13 Brothers, sisters, aunts,   
  uncles, etc.
14 Nanny has three
15 Beauty shop
16 First African-American   
  Supreme Court justice
17 Top-of-the-line
18 Strikeout king Nolan
24 Goal or intention
29 Inter ___ (among other things)
30 Ending for duck or dump
31 Diamond or ruby
32 Big name in farm machinery
33 They fill your sleeves
34 Become accustomed (to)

35 Idea that is implied
36 It’s part of Superman’s outfit
37 Poems of tribute
38 “I Have a Dream” speaker
39 Student, in France
42 Certain Louisiana native
43 Became jittery
45 First African-American   
 of state
46 Being in debt
47 Long (for)
48 Horse chow
51 The Beatles’ “Sexy ___”
56 Some is junk
57 Word said at the end of a   
 prayer
59 ___ arch (molding type)
60 Superhero with a hammer
61 Baseball’s Maglie or actor   
 Mineo
63 “Par ___” (airmail stamp)
64 Valuable furs
65 Tiny spots of land in the water
66 A Greek 65-Down
67 “The Great ___ Pepper”   
 (1975 movie)
69 Not that
70 Telegraph code inventor   
 Samuel
73 Type of bud
74 Game for gamblers
76 Leontyne Price opera highlight
77 Match divisions for  
 Serena Williams
80 301, Roman-style
83 Hot month
84 Envious
85 Rock projectors?
86 Place fit for a pig
90 Caesar of “A Soldier’s Story”
92 Fertile area in the desert
93 Use Twitter
94 Bring down
95 “The Greatest”
96 Muck’s partner
97 High, rugged rock
98 Skip over
99 “Auld Lang ___”  
 (New Year’s song)
100 Cycler’s need
101 Soon, poetically
102 Away from land
104 23-Across wore one
105 “Much ___ About Nothing”
106 Certain music genre
107 The loneliest number
108 Lock opener

last Week’s Solution:

MACK ALSTON,  
of Alexandria, December 24, 2014

FERDINAND DAY (96),  
of Alexandria, January 2, 2015

RONALD EVANS GRANDON (80),  
of Alexandria, January 2, 2015

CHARLES J. HERBERT,  
of Alexandria, December 31, 2014

THOMAS F. JOHNSON,  
of Alexandria, December 28, 2014

DOROTHY M. KENNEDY (89),  
of Alexandria, January 2, 2015

KATHERINE O’LEARY MCQUIE (78), 
of Alexandria, December 28, 2014

LOUIS LAWRENCE DE NICOLA 
(90), of Alexandria,  
December 25, 2014

ELIZABETH NORRED OSBORNE 
(82), of Alexandria,  
December 13, 2014

FERNE ELAINE PARKER (85), 
of Alexandria, December 30, 2014

LUIGI “LOU” PICCIANO (94), of 
Alexandria, December 25, 2014

GEORGE W. PRITTS JR., of 
Alexandria, December 13, 2014

PHYLLIS JEAN RYDER (71), 
formerly of Alexandria,  
December 27, 2014

LAWRENCE A. STEWARDSON 
(60), of Alexandria,  
December 27, 2014

MARY CATHERINE “KITTY” 
STINNETTE (79), of Alexandria, 
December 23, 2014

FLORENCE RAY WAIR, of 
Alexandria, December 25, 2014

oBiTuariES
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classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPOSAL TO CLEANUP

 AN UNDERGROUND STORAGE 
TANK (UST) SITE

There has been a release from an underground 
storage tank system at: Potomac River Gen-
erating Station (PRGS), 1400 North Royal 
Street, Alexandria, VA. The Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) 
is requiring NRG Potomac River LLC to 
develop a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) to 
address cleanup of petroleum hydrocarbons at 
the site. If you have any questions regarding 
the cleanup, please contact: NRG Potomac 
River LLC, Burt McCullough, 8301 Profes-
sional Place, Suite 230, Landover, MD 20785. 

The CAP will be submitted to the Northern 
Virginia Regional Office of the VADEQ on 
or before December 23, 2014. Addition-
ally, a copy of this CAP has been provided 
to the Alexandria Library - Beatley Central 
Library Branch located at 5005 Duke Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22304 for public viewing. If 
you would like to review or discuss the CAP 
with the staff of the VADEQ, please feel free 
to contact Alex Wardle at (703) 583-3822 af-
ter the date of the CAP submittal. The DEQ 
Northern Virginia Regional Office will con-
sider written comments regarding the CAP 
until January 31, 2015 and may decide to 
hold a public meeting if there is significant 
public interest. Written comments should 
be sent to the VADEQ at the address listed 
below. The VADEQ requests that all written 
comments be sent to VDEQ - Storage Tank 
Program, Northern Virginia Regional Of-
fice, 13901 Crown Court, Woodbridge, 
Virginia 22193-1453 reference the tracking 
number for this case; PC # 2013-3154

 Request foR Public Notice
ebi PRoject #61149345

Cellco Partnership and its controlled af-
filiates doing business as Verizon Wireless 
(Verizon Wireless) is proposing to collocate 
antennas at 154 feet and 159.5 feet on a 
172-foot building at 5021 Seminary Road, 
Alexandria, VA 22311. Public comments 
regarding potential effects from this site on 
historic properties may be submitted within 
30-days from the date of this publication 
to: Project 61149345 c/o EBI Consulting, 
6876 Susquehanna Trail S., York, PA 
17403, shorner@ebiconsulting.com, or via 
telephone at 617-448-1303.

 
  
                     

AlexANdRiA boARd of  
ARchitectuRAl Review

old & histoRic AlexANdRiA 
distRict

 leGAl Notice of  
A Public heARiNG

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural Review 
on WEDNESDAY, January 21, 2015 be-
ginning at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

CASE BAR2014-0426
Request for new construction at  
606 S Fairfax St.
APPLICANT: Michael Dyke

CASE BAR2014-0427
Request to partially demolish and capsulate 
at 418 Gibbon St.
APPLICANT: Jennifer Shoup

CASE BAR2014-0428
Request for alterations and an addition at 
418 Gibbon St. 
APPLICANT: Jennifer Shoup

Other Business
Comment on George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial National Historic 
Landmark nomination.

A work session to discuss the proposed 
development project at 2 Duke St.

Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department of 
Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666.

BuSinESS 
dirEcTory

Home ServiCeS

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Advertising 
Works!

 To advertise your 
business or service 

Contact  
Kristen essex  

 kessex@alextimes.com

Faster, easier ways 
to save. Welcome 
to the modern world.

Call 1-800-814-5131 to see 
how much you could save 
on car insurance.

Not available in all states. Savings may vary.

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-800-507-1716
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually
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Elizabeth Lucchesi
The LizLuke Team

703.868.5676
Elizabeth@lizluke.com
www.lizluke.com

Stay Connected...

109 S. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

LizLuke will get you home!

3306 Elmwood Drive
3 bedrooms, 1 bath

$365,000

OPEN S
UN 

1/
11,

 2-
4

613 Tennessee Avenue
3 bedrooms, 2 baths

$699,000

OPEN S
UN 

1/
11,

 2-
4

3502 Holly Street
6 bedrooms, 3 full/2 half baths

$1,299,000

OPEN S
UN 

1/
11,

 2-
4

Elizabeth and the LizLuke Team are so grateful to have had a successful 2014. We have 
worked with such incredible clients, colleagues and friends. We sincerely appreciate every 

moment of kindness and professionalism we shared with each of them throughout the year.

HaPPy NEw yEar!
We are eager to help make housing dreams a reality for many other Northern Virginia 

residents in 2015. If you’re thinking of making a move, please give us a call. 
We’d be honored to help you.

Thank you!


