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Local cartoonist reflects on 
killing of French satirists

By Erich WagnEr
 

 One could say that ink 
runs in Alexandria resident 
Steve Artley’s blood.
 The son of an edito-
rial cartoonist in Des 
Moines, Iowa, Artley, 
former Alexandria Times 
cartoonist said he was 
surrounded by the profes-
sion from an early age.
 “My father [Bob 
Artley] was at the Des 
Moines Tribune,” Artley 
said. “I must have been 
around 2 when he first 
brought me into the news-
room. So I’ve always been 
exposed to it.”

 Artley has been published 
in a variety of local and na-
tional publications through-
out his career and knows car-
toonists around the world. So 
when the news started to filter 
in last week that terrorists had 

attacked the French satirical 
weekly Charlie Hebdo, killing 
12 people, his heart sank.

 “It’s like cold water poured 
over you,” he said. “It was 
just awful. It’s not like I was  
frightened that anything would 
ever happen to me, but it was 

  just a feeling of outrage. 
Absolute outrage.”
 In response to the 
incident, Artley, like 
many other cartoon-
ists around the world, 
penned his own sketch 
in support of those 
who lost their lives, 
including the popu-
lar slogan: “Je Suis 
Charlie.”
 Charlie Hebdo likely 
was targeted because 

of its frequent depiction of 
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Electrifying violinist spreads 
enthusiasm for music

By SuSan halE ThomaS
 
 With skin-tight black pants, 
a fitted silk shirt and brown 
hair down to his shoulders, 
the enigmatic Mark Wood de-
livered a dose of rock ‘n’ roll 
to 370 Alexandria City Public 
Schools orchestra students at 
the Francis Hammond Middle 
School gymnasium last week.
 The Juilliard-trained musi-
cian bucks the conventional  
image of a classically trained  
violinist. His seven-string elec-
tric Viper was shaped more 
like a Klingon starship than  
a violin.
 Wood, who was an original 
member of the Trans-Siberi-
an Orchestra and has played 
with the likes of Billy Joel 
and Lenny Kravitz, was in-
vited to conduct his Electrify 
Your Strings workshop with 
local students, culminating in 

a rock concert for a parent-
packed gymnasium.
 The two-day program had to 
be cut short due to last week’s 
snowstorm, but with limited 
time, Wood still managed to 
pump up the students. The en-
ergy in the gym was palpable.
 “In three hours, I had to in-
spire them to understand that 
it’s not the black dots on those 
pages,” Wood said. “In fact, 
let’s remove the music and they 
scream in horror. Forget this 
music, look at me in the eye and 
start playing!
 “They had no idea what I 
was talking about. I said music 
making is a language. When 
you talk to your friends and you 
make eye contact with some-
body, you’re trying to express 
something that’s important to 
you. You have eye contact and 
you hope that they respond.”
 Hammond’s orchestra di-
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Armed with a pen and pad

Mixing strings with 
rock ‘n’ roll
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Local editorial cartoonist Steve Artley sits at his desk and works on his next satirical drawing. Artley said he 
was overcome with outrage at the news that terrorists had gunned down 12 staffers at the French maga-
zine Charlie Hebdo, inspiring him to sketch a cartoon in solidarity with the satirists.
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Mark Wood tells ACPS orchestra students that the most important per-
son in the room isn’t the conducter, it’s the audience.

arTiST dEpicTS poTomac rivEr’S influEncE on hiSTory - pagE 12

SEE STringS | 11



2 | JAnuAry 15, 2015 ALEXAnDrIA TIMES

waterfront estate  An exquisite, architectural master-
piece, located on beautiful, deep water! Featuring over 4,500 
square feet of luxurious space and built to entertain. Situated on 
a 2.15 acre premier waterfront property two hours from DC and 
within minutes of the Potomac River.

welcome home! Spacious, single family home on quiet 
cul-de-sac. 4/5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 fin.levels. Large main 
level study or 5th bedroom. Beautiful kitchen w/granite, custom 
backsplash & breakfast area adjacent to huge family room w/
gas fireplace. Hardwoods in living and dining rooms, kitchen, 
and upper areas. Fenced back yard w/ playset. 

ask about seller allowances! Townhouse that 
lives like a single family. Painted from top to bottom, all new 
carpets, new refrigerator, range and microwave. 2-story foyer, 
wood floors and 2 fireplaces. Family room, large bedroom and full 
bath on lower level. Fenced yard with deck and built-in planters. 
Amenities include pool, tennis, ponds, trails & playgrounds.

awesome location! You will love the nicely updated 
kitchen among other things! Come take a peek at this two 
story rambler located in the popular Mason Hill neighborhood 
near Mt. Vernon. Three bedrooms on main level, one bedroom 
in lower level. Wood burning fireplace, two car garage, and 
automatic sprinkler system.

this updated townhome awaits you! Beautiful 
& spacious  townhome. One of the nicest and best maintained 
homes in the nearby Alexandria area. Many recent updates in 
the entire home. Start up your grill on the back patio and enjoy 
the afternoon sun on your deck after an EZ commute by Metro! 
Relax by the warm gas fireplace or enjoy the soaking tub. Plenty 
of storage in this quality 2-car garage home. Move-in Condition!!

updated brick duplex Renovated duplex across 
from the Huntington Metro, 5 minutes from Old Town 
Alexandria. Close to 495, National Harbor. Huge backyard w/
shed! kitchen with stainless appliances and ceramic tile floor. 
Hardwood floors. Huge family room renovated with full bath. 
Paved brick driveway.

close to metro! This meticulous, all brick home offers 
spacious and sun-drenched rooms. Updates throughout and 
a backyard that feels like your own private oasis. Set across 
from the Belle Haven Golf Course and Minutes to Metro!

freshly updated! Cozy 3-bedroom townhome featuring 
open floor plan, main level hardwood floors, beautifully updated 
baths, family room w/ fireplace, front porch and private fenced-in 
back yard. Previous updates included new rear windows, new 
HVAC system, new water heater & new fencing. Professional 
painting, hardwood floor refinishing, and new stain resistant 
carpet make this home move-in ready for you!

outstanding rental opportunity Not your 
average split level - 3800+ SF on 4 levels. All 3 BRs have their 
own en-suite full baths. Hardwood floors throughout. Huge 
basement rec room walks out to slate patio. Walk to MacArthur 
Elementary.

Pric
ed  

Below
 comPs!

oPen sunday

• 5 Bedrooms, 5 Baths
• Custom Home
• Upscale Features
• Dock with Lift

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Brick Rambler
• ½ Acre Lot
• Two Levels

• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
• Remodeled Kitchen
• Extra storage closets
• 14-foot ceilingsa

• 2 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• 3 Finished Levels
• Hardwood Floors
• Across from Metro

• 4/5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Beautiful Kitchen
• Fireplace
• 2-Car Garage

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• Wood Floors
• Freshly Painted

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Two Fireplaces
• Hardwood Floors

• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Approx. 3800 SF
• MacArthur Elementary
• Hardwood Floors

• 3 Bedrooms
• 1 Full & 2 Half Baths
• Main Level Hardwood Floors
• Two Parking Spaces
• Private Fenced-in Backyard

montross  $1,150,000   nomini bay alexandria $674,900 olde belle haven townealexandria   $902,000                    mason hill

ashburn      $589,000 ridges at ashburn alexandria     $559,000     kensington court burke $379,000 burke village

ashburn $374,900  ashburn farm alexandria   $339,000                huntington alexandria  $3695/mo  clover/college park

Using Innovation to provide clients with the best savings and results.

WIN-WIN

 Berkshire hathaway homeservices | PenFed realty
*Prudential PenFed Realty is now known as Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | PenFed Realty  

Good to know.TM  

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

call maxine mcleod miller,  
managing Broker at:  
703-836-1464 
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314
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1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
All in stock new lamps 
are on Sale for 20 % 
less than the marked 
price.  

Hurry!  
Sale ends January 31st. 

ThE WEEKly BriEfing

Alexandria restaurant Week to feature 
new lunch deals for residents

Alexandria resident dead following  
Metro station incident

School board reelects chair and vice-chair

 D.C. officials confirmed 
Tuesday the identity of an 
Alexandria resident who died 
after smoke filled a tunnel out-
side the L’Enfant Plaza Metro 
station Monday afternoon.
 Carol Glover, 61, was on 
a Metrorail train stopped in a 
tunnel during what officials 
have described as an electri-
cal arcing incident. According 
to media reports, the train also 

became filled with smoke and 
Glover became unresponsive.
 Passengers reportedly car-
ried her from the train and tried 
to administer CPR, to no avail. 
Glover was later pronounced 
dead by emergency responders.
 According to multiple me-
dia reports, Glover was an ana-
lyst for government IT contrac-
tor DKW Communications, 
the mother of two sons and 

a grandmother. She recently 
won the Employee of the Year 
award at her company. 
 The incident left dozens of 
other riders injured and led to 
gridlock across the rail system 
for hours. Officials have prom-
ised investigations both into 
what caused the malfunction 
as well as the response by D.C. 
Fire and EMS Department.

 - Erich Wagner

 The Alexandria School 
Board voted unanimously last 
week to reelect Chairwoman 
Karen Graf and Vice-Chairman 
Chris Lewis to another one-year 
term at the helm of the board.
 The vote marks Graf’s third 
consecutive term as chair-
woman of the board elected to 
govern Alexandria City Public 
Schools and Chris Lewis’ sec-
ond term as vice-chairman.
 “It is truly an honor to 
continue serving the school 
board members and the citi-
zens of Alexandria,” Graf said 
in a statement. “The School 
Board is ready to work hard 
in the coming year on expand-
ing learning opportunities and 

promoting academic growth 
among students in Alexandria 
City Public Schools.
 “I am very interested in [Su-
perintendent Alvin] Crawley’s 
work around elementary world 
language and summer school 
programs. The school board 
looks forward to hearing his 
thoughtful and phased roll out 
during the budget that will in-
clude some of these concepts.”
 Graf said in her new term, 
she hopes to focus on imple-
menting new procedures to 
ensure future school boards 
are run efficiently and sustain-
ably. All board members are 
up for reelection this fall.
 Lewis said in a statement 

he was honored to be able to 
help steer school board poli-
cies for another year.
 “I will continue to work with 
Ms. Graf to ensure that we have 
open dialogue among the board 
and community members on 
all issues before the board,” he 
said. “We are at our best when 
everyone in the community is 
given an opportunity to con-
tribute to the ideas and debate 
around the important issues fac-
ing the school division, from 
addressing capacity needs in 
our school buildings to improv-
ing the academic performance 
of all our students.”

 - Erich Wagner

 Officials with the Alexan-
dria Convention and Visitors 
Association announced last 
week that the upcoming Alex-
andria Winter Restaurant Week 
will feature the addition of new 
lunch specials at local eateries.
 From January 23 through 
February 1, 60 Port City res-
taurants will offer a series of 
deals during both lunch and 
dinner.
 During dinner hours, res-
taurants will offer $35 three-

course meals as well as a $35 
dinner for two. And, new this 
year, at lunchtime, diners can 
receive meals at $10, $15 or 
$20 per person.
 Officials said that during 
the promotion, residents can 
also get a sneak preview of 
Teaism Old Town’s rebooted 
menu, which is slated to roll 
out on a permanent basis in late 
February. The new menu will 
include more local, sustainable 
and healthy options, as the res-

taurant moves towards its goal 
of providing diners with food 
that is free of genetically modi-
fied organisms.
 New participants this year 
include BRABO Tasting 
Room, City Kitchen, Mack-
ie’s Bar and Grill and Taverna 
Cretekou. For a complete list 
of participating restaurants, to 
preview menus or book a res-
ervation, visit www.alexandri-
arestaurantweek.com.

 - Erich Wagner

Not A Member? Not A Problem!
If you live, work, or worship in Alexandria

you can bank with us.

Apply online today at cofcu.org or call (703) 823-5211

Ring in the New Year
with a New Car!

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates effective 1/1/2015 and subject to change. Other rates and terms apply. Some rates quoted reflect a 
.50% reduction for Loan Loyalty Rewards. Example: 1.99% (current rate) less .50% Loan Loyalty Rewards equals 1.49% (your final APR). 
Borrow up to 125% of the purchase price, MSRP, or NADA retail value, whichever is lower. Most local area residents can bank with us. 
See cofcu.org for full details. Federally Insured by NCUA.  

125%
Get up to

financing!

• We’ll beat or match your rate from another lender
• Receive loan discounts with Loan Loyalty Rewards
• Use our free Auto Buying Service powered by TrueCar®
•  Get more with free benefits including Vehicle Return Protection 
   and Tire and Wheel Protection

1.49%
APR*

Auto loan rates 
up to 36 months as low as
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The Alexandria Times January Photo Contest
Send us your photos of Something New, Something Blue.
#ALXPhotoTimes or send to promotions@alextimes.com

December’s theme: Photos of the Alexandria WaterfrontInterested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more information!

January
 photo contest 
sponsored by:

Potomac River View
PHOTO BY

Carol Stalun

crimE
City gang prevention leader named head of 
regional juvenile court service unit

Police investigate Del ray stabbing, attempted burglary

 The Virginia Department of 
Juvenile Justice named Mike 
Mackey as the next director of 
the 18th District Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court Ser-
vice Unit last week.
 Mackey previously has 
served as a local probation of-
ficer and currently is the city’s 
gang prevention coordinator. 
Mackey said he will stay in 
that role despite his new re-
sponsibilities.

 The court service unit han-
dles prisoner intake, probation, 
parole, restitution, investiga-
tions and mediation services 
for court matters connected 
to juvenile and domestic rela-
tions. The unit also manages 
local programs like the Alex-
andria Mentoring Partnership, 
Space of Her Own and Space 
of His Own.
 He has been involved in 
mentoring and helping local 

youth since he became a proba-
tion officer for juveniles in the 
city in 1997. In 2004, Mackey 
was named the Commonwealth 
of Virginia’s Probation Officer 
of the Year, and in 2007 the 
United Way Outstanding Com-
munity Service Award as well 
as the city manager’s Alexan-
dria Jaycees Award.
 His new job began January 
10.

- Erich Wagner

 Alexandria police said they 
are investigating a stabbing 
that occurred last week when 
a couple interrupted a burglary 
when they returned to their Del 
Ray home.
 Around 4 p.m. on January 
9, police responded to the 400 
block of Jackson Place after a 
report of a stabbing. Investiga-
tors said the couple that lives 
at the property had returned to 
their home to discover an al-
leged burglar.

 The suspect stabbed an 
84-year-old man before flee-
ing the scene, police said. The 
victim was transported to a 
local hospital, where he is in 
serious condition.
 Investigators said the suspect 
was last seen at the corner of East 
Braddock Road and Mount Ver-
non Avenue around 3:45 p.m. on 
January 9. Police conducted a 
canvass of the neighborhood to 
look for clues and speak with 
residents Sunday afternoon.

 Police said they are inves-
tigating “additional offenses of 
robbery and abduction” in con-
nection with this incident.
 Officials are asking anyone 
in the neighborhood who has 
video surveillance systems ei-
ther in or around their homes, 
or anyone else with information 
about the incident to contact 
Detective Sean Casey at 703-
746-6853.

- Erich Wagner

policE BEaT
The following incidents occurred between January 7 and January 14.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

8 bURGLARIES AGGRAvAtEd 
ASSAULtS 2

36 thEftS 8 dRUG 
CRImES

Source: raidsonline.com

20 ASSAULtS

4 SEXUAL 
OffENSE2 vEhICLE

thEftS 3 RObbERIES
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Museum closed for repairs, 
restaurant to remain open

By SuSan halE ThomaS
 
 The historic Gadsby’s Tav-
ern Museum suffered major 
water damage due to a ruptured 
sprinkler joint in the third floor 
attic dormer Friday afternoon.
 Frigid temperatures in the 
region last week caused water 
pipes to freeze and burst across 
the city. 
 Museum Director Gretchen 
Bulova said she was thank-
ful staff were present at the 
time of the accident, because 
it allowed for a quick response 
from employees and the city’s 
department of general services.
 “The damage would have 
been much worse had this hap-
pened after 6 p.m.,” she said.
 The restaurant in the 1792 
portion of the building was un-
damaged and remains open for 
business.
 A gift shop worker said she 
heard a high-pitched whistle 
coming from the upstairs portion 
of the museum followed by the 
sudden sound of gushing water.
 Water flowed from the 
sleeping chambers on the third 
floor of the 1785 structure, 
through the floorboards and 
ceiling into the second floor as-
sembly room and the first floor 
dining rooms below.
 On Friday, an abundance 
of buckets were used to stem 
the tide of water, along with 

industrial wet/dry vacuums 
and dehumidifiers.
 “We’re not letting tours 
through because we’ve created 
micro-environments with the 
dehumidifiers that will allow 
the historical plaster ceilings 
to dry,” Bulova said. “Keeping 
the doors shut and people out 
helps control the atmosphere.”
 The museum brought in a 
preservationist, who lifted the 
some of the floor-boards to al-
low for better air circulation.
 Jeremy McPike, director of 
the city’s department of gen-
eral services, said the sprinkler 
system was approximately 40 
years old. Upon inspecting 
the system, another crack was 
discovered in the second floor 
sprinkler system, which work-
ers repaired. The city is assess-

ing the system and officials 
already have determined it 
will need additional repairs in 
the future. He estimated reno-
vation and cleanup to cost be-
tween $80,000 and $100,000. 
 Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
will be closed to tours for sev-
eral weeks. Scheduled museum 
activities will be relocated to 
nearby locations or cancelled.
 The Civil War Ball on Janu-
ary 24 has been cancelled as 
well as all other activities asso-
ciated with the ball. But Tavern 
Toddlers, the January 25 Presi-
dential Salon and the February 
8 Winter Warmer Ladies Tea 
will go on as scheduled.
 Bulova said Gadsby’s still 
plans to go forward with the 
Birthnight Banquet and Ball 
scheduled for February 14.

AUCTIONS ~ APPRAISALS ~ ESTATE SALES
1120 N. FAIRFAX STREET, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

www.potomackcompany.com ~ 703.684.4550 ~ VA#0704

Gion Seitoku 
(Japanese, 1781-1829?) 

Geisha with Shamisen
Part of a Large Collection 

of Japanese Works

Salvador Dali (Spanish, 1904-1989) 
Signed and Inscribed in “50 Secrets 
of Magic Craftsmanship,” 1952, ink

Dedicated in 1952 to Jean 
Schlumberger, Willed to Lucien Schlumberger, Willed to Lucien 
Bouchage, By descent to Yann 

Weymouth, architect

Thomas Seymour 
Attributed Classical 
Carved Mahogany 

Sideboard

You’re Invited!
Sat., Jan. 17th 
Sachiko Hori, 

Former VP & Head of 
Sotheby’s Japanese 

Works of Art, consults 
for Potomackfor Potomack

2 PM: Gallery Talk on the
          Japanese Collection
10-4 PM: Japanese auction
   consignment evaluations
   with Ms. Hori, By Appt.
   Call 703.684.4550 for appt.

January 24th Fine Collections Live Auction
Preview January 17th - 23rd
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After a sprinkler joint ruptured at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum last 
week, staff led a desparate effort to minimize any water damage, 
using a series of buckets and trash cans (top), while city workers 
searched for the leak in the attic (bottom).

Gadsby’s Tavern 
suffers major water damage
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the Muslim prophet Mu-
hammed — a practice banned 
under some prominent inter-
pretations of Islam. But Art-
ley was quick to stress that 
the widespread solidarity with 
the controversial magazine 

doesn’t mean cartoonists like 
himself approve of the secu-
larist weekly’s content.
 “It’s all about freedom 
of expression,” he said. “It 
doesn’t matter if I like them 
or not. For me it definitely 
crossed the decency line, but 
I completely condemn the ac-
tions of those terrorists.

 “They’re just armed with 
pencils and pens. They aren’t 
hiding away under balacla-
vas. They put their names in 
the corner — we know who 
they are.”
 Artley said his upbringing 
only partly accounts for his 
career trajectory. Even when 
he was in school, he found 

himself subconsciously doo-
dling and sketching in his 
notebooks.
 “That’s just how I would 
take notes; that’s how I un-
derstood them,” he said. “To 
me it just made sense. I re-
member I had a teacher in 
seventh grade. He saw what 
I was doing one day, and he 
picked up my paper.
 “He brought it to the front 
of the class and I remember 
sinking into my desk, prepar-
ing for the inevitable humili-
ation and the order to just get 
out of class. But he held it 

up and showed it to the class 
and said: ‘Look! It’s all here. 
He probably understands the 
most of what I’ve been saying 
out of any of you.’”
 Like most journalists, Art-
ley said his days are mostly 
dictated by deadline after 
deadline. He checks a variety 
of news sources to keep up on 
issues and look for inspira-
tion.
 “The Internet and technolo-
gy is great, because I can access 
it whenever I want and look up 

photo/SuSan hale thomaS

Alexandria resident Steve Artley said his drive to become an editorial 
cartoonist started at an early age. His father was a cartoonist at the 
Des Moines Tribune, and he found himself taking notes in the form of 
doodles at school.

Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the 

Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with 
an array of services and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who 
was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis 
and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a 
mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits 
scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the 
Health Center Committee and delivers mail. Our residents also rave 
about our superb dining service, our courteous and helpful staff, 
and an overall feeling of caring and security  that comes with living at 
the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive 
services are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.
h

Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com
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Fine jewelry Doorbusters are only available at stores that carry fine jewelry. ➤ Reg. & oRig. pRices aRe offeRing pRices and savings may not be based on actual sales. some oRig. pRices 
not in effect duRing the past 90 days. one day sale pRices in effect 1/16 & 1/17/15. *intermediate price reductions may have been taken. ‡all carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance may 
be .05 carat. Jewelry photos may be enlarged or enhanced to show detail. fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.com for locations. almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty & 
require special care, log on to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. extra savings are taken off already-reduced prices; “doorbuster” prices reflect extra savings. doorbuster items are available 
while supplies last. advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local macy’s & selection may vary by store. prices & merchandise may differ at macys.com. electric items & luggage carry mfrs’ warranties; 
to see a mfr’s warranty at no charge before purchasing, visit a store or write to: macy’s Warranty dept., po box 1026, maryland heights, mo 63043, attn: consumer Warranties. n4120010.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new account 
savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are limited to a total 
of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

or, EXTrA sAvings fridAy And sATurdAy  unTil 2pm sAvings pAss discounTs do noT Apply To doorbusTErs & dEAls of ThE dAy.

doorbusTEr 
2O% OFF
rEgulAr & sAlE pricEs

sElEcTions for hEr:
fAmous mAkEr & dEsignEr 
collEcTions; drEssEs, suiTs 
& cArEEr sporTswEAr

doorbusTEr 
25% OFF
rEgulAr & sAlE pricEs

sElEcTions for hEr:
sporTswEAr for missEs,  
pETiTEs & womEn

doorbuster 
65% off Outerwear
Doorbuster 68.25-208.25.
Reg. $195-$595,  
after 2pm: 97.50-297.50. 
Selections from Calvin Klein,  
Perry Ellis Portfolio and more.  
H 1630075.

doorbuster 
60% off suit separates
From our Greg Norman  
for Tasso Elba & more. Jacket. 
Doorbuster $160. 
Reg. $400, after 2pm: 209.99.  
Pants. Doorbuster $60. Reg. 
$150, after 2pm: $90. 

doorbuster 
40% to 50% off
FOr the macy wOman
Doorbuster 14.50-65.70. 
Reg. $29-109.50.   
after 2pm: 17.40-82.13. Only at 
Macy’s. Tops, pants and more. 
For example: H 1740546. 

doorbuster 
69.99 Outerwear
Reg./Orig.* $175-$195, 
after 2pm: 87.50-97.50. 
Down and wool-blend 
styles. Misses & petites. 
H 1500589.

doorbuster 
19.99 dress shirts  
Or ties
Reg. 49.50-52.50, 
after 2pm: 29.70-31.50. 
Only at Macy’s. From Club 
Room and Alfani Red. 
H 1592788.

doorbuster 
extra 50% off
clearance
Doorbuster 1.50-79.80.
Orig.* $12-$228,   
after 2pm: $3-159.60.  
Scarves, hats and more.

doorbuster 
2 for 24.99
select bras
Reg. $33-$38 ea., after 2pm: 
buy 1, get 75% off 2nd. From 
Bali®, Maidenform® and more. 
Shown: Bali® Double Support. 
H 1331838.

doorbuster 
39.99 diamOnd earrings
Reg. $160, after 2pm: $60. 
Victoria Townsend 1/4 ct. t.w.‡ 
rose-cut in 18k gold over  
sterling silver (H 1445917) or  
sterling silver (H 1445918).

doorbuster 
$199 diamOnd bracelet
Reg. $600, after 2pm: $315. 1 ct. 
t.w.‡ in sterling silver. H 1111975.

doorbuster 
39.99 all 8-pc. bed 
ensembles
Only at Macy’s. By Fairfield 
Square Collection. Full-king. 
Reg. $100, after 2pm: 59.99. 
Shown: Holden. H 1492885. 
Twin also on doorbuster.

doorbuster 
99.99
5-pc. luggage set
Reg. $300, after 2pm: 
149.99. Only at Macy’s.  
Tag Coronado spinners.  
H 325390.

sATurdAy, jAnuAry 17 shop 9Am-10pm (iT’s A sAlE Too big To fiT in A dAy!)
Also shop fridAy, jAnuAry 16 from 10Am-10pm hours may vary by store. visit macys.com & click on stores for local information. 

free shiPPinG & free returns at macys.com. free shiPPinG with $99 Purchase. free returns by mail or in-store.  
u.s. only. exclusions aPPly; details at macys.com/freereturns

doorbusTErs 10Am-2pm fridAy & 9Am-2pm sATurdAy
gET hErE EArly, whilE ThEy lAsT!

onE dAy sAlE
Need it in a hurry? Now you can shop ahead on macys.com and pick it up the same day  
at your nearest Macy’s store. It’s fast, free and easy! details at macys.com/storepickup

doorbuster 
40% off cOFFee, tea & espressO makers
Doorbuster 23.99-767.99. Reg. 39.99-1279.99, 
after 2pm: 29.99-899.99. From left: Cuisinart, 
#DCC-1200 (H 62864);  
Krups, #BW740D50  
(H 771631) & Nespresso, 
#D121USBKNE1 (H 798342).

doorbuster 
40% off blenders,  
juicers & FOOd prOcessOrs 
Doorbuster 23.99-257.99.  
Reg. 39.99-429.99, after 2pm:  
29.99-299.99. From left: Cuisinart,  
#DLC-2009CHB; Ninja,  
#NJ600 & Bella, #13694. 

doorbuster

60% off memOry FOam
Doorbuster 23.99-319.99.  
Reg. $60-$800, after 2pm:  
29.99-479.99. Pillows and  
toppers from Sensorgel,  
Sealy, Lauren Ralph Lauren  
and more. H 139387.

doorbuster 
29.99 all 53-pc.  
Flatware sets
Reg. $80, after 2pm:  
49.99. From top: 
Kensington (H 672501)  
and Capri Frost 
(H 402325).

doorbuster 
extra 20% off
shOes 
Doorbuster 27.99-199.99. 
Reg. $39-$250, after 2pm:  
34.99-224.99. Selections from 
Impulse and Juniors’ brands. 
For example: H 1822205.

Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic 
apparel, shoes and accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, jewelry 
trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, special orders, selected 
licensed depts., special purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined 
with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a 
new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible 
item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed 
for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your 
account. Purchase must be $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

cannOt be useD On DOOrbusters 
Or Deals Of the Day

yOur Purchase Of $50 Or MOre. 
valiD 1/16 ’til 2PM Or 1/17/15 ’til 2PM. 
liMit One Per custOMer.

$2OOFF

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS!

WOW! $2O OffAlso excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic 
apparel, shoes and accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, jewelry 
trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, special orders, selected 
licensed depts., special purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new 
Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as 
shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to 
that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash, used 
to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase 
must be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

valiD 1/16 ’til 2PM Or 1/17/15 ’til 2PM. 
liMit One Per custOMer.

WOW! $1O Off

$1OOFF

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL 
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS!

yOur Purchase Of $25 Or MOre. 
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any subject for research,” he 
said. “So then I sketch out my 
ideas and produce. It’s a job, 
but I love doing it.”
 Artley takes a different 
tack from Charlie Hebdo 
when crafting his cartoons. 
Instead of making as loud or 
controversial a statement as 
possible, he prefers to chal-
lenge readers’ preconceived 
notions, and offending people 
jeopardizes that.
 “I would never do that; I 
would never do a lot of the 
cartoons they’ve published,” 
he said. “I definitely self-
censor. It’s only reasonable. 
It’s not that I worry about 

threats; the point is to pro-
voke thought and get people 
to look at whatever issue in 
another way.
 “I may not change people’s 
minds, but if I want them even 
to consider another view, I 
don’t use offensive things, 
because it’ll stop them from 
getting there. I’d lose a good 
portion of my audience.”
 But that doesn’t mean the 
terrorists’ actions were justi-
fied in the slightest, he said.
 “By the same token, I’ll 
defend anyone’s right to do 
that,” Artley said. “I’ll defend 
people I totally disagree with. 
Look at the KKK or Nazis: I 
can’t stand them, but I’ll still 
defend their right to express 
themselves.”

carTooniST 
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JohnMarshallBank.com
M e m b e r

Let’s Make Banking  
Fun for Everyone

You know us. We know you. Our Old Town team brings  

a friendly, fun and helpful flair to your personal and  

business banking needs throughout Alexandria. Stop by our 

newest branch and let us show you why so many others  

have made John Marshall Bank their bank.  

We make banking fun.   

640 Franklin Street  
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-289-5950 

Ted Johnson, Erik Dorn, Shannon Catlett, Charlie Collum, Pam De Candio and Kerry Donley

Mount Vernon has enjoyed a very special relationship with the 
Ford Motor Company dating back more than 90 years. We are 
grateful for their generous support and we applaud their abiding 
respect for American heritage.

January–July, 7 p.m. at
Mount Vernon’s New Library

01/27 Hard Times: Leadership in America

02/12 Sex and the Founding Fathers

03/03 The Man Who Would Not Be Washington

04/16 James Madison: A Life Reconsidered

05/14 For Fear of an Elective King: George Washing-
ton and the Presidential Title Controversy of 1789

06/23 The End of Greatness: Why America Can’t Have 
(and Doesn’t Want) Another Great President

Free evening book talks

Register online at:
MountVernon.org/FordEveningBookTalks

t h e  f r e d  w .  s m i t h

National Library
f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f
George Washington
a t  m o u n t  v e r n o n

t h e  f r e d  w .  s m i t h

National Library
f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f
George Washington
a t  m o u n t  v e r n o n

national
library

photoS/SuSan hale thomaS
Like any other journalist, cartoonist Steve Artley’s day starts at the computer. But once he has found his 
inspiration, he puts pen to paper at a heavily decorated drawing board.
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Come See What We Have to Offer!
Monday–Friday 10am–6pm 

Saturday 10am–5pm
Sunday 12pm–5pm  

210 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  
703-299-0145   

www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Tradition with a Twist

Tchoupitoulas is  
accepting applications  
for a Full Time Designer  
and a Part Time Designer  
to join our wonderful Team! 
For more information,  
please contact the showroom directly.  

Plans crawl forward for Robinson Terminal North
City BAr members mostly 
supportive of latest plans, 
but residents still skeptical

By SuSan halE ThomaS

 
 Members of the city board 
of architectural review praised 
the latest tweaks to plans for 
redevelopment of Robinson 
Terminal North at a work ses-
sion last week, but some resi-
dents remain opposed to the 
project.
 One of three major sites 
marked for redevelopment in 
the city’s controversial wa-
terfront plan, the complex 
— owned by developers City 
Interests — along the 500 
block of N. Union St. is slated 
to house a mix of residential 
housing, ground-floor retail 
and a hotel.
 Project architect Mike 
Hickok walked board members 
through a series of changes 
from previous concept draw-
ings shown to city staff. One 

of three major sites marked 
for redevelopment in the city’s 
controversial waterfront plan, 
the complex will consist of two 
new mixed-use buildings. 
 The east building will 
overlook the Potomac River 
and feature residential units 
on the upper floors, with re-
tail space on three sides of 
the ground floor. The build-
ing will also have an attached 
glass pavilion.
 Hickok said that based on 
feedback from previous de-
signs, they adjusted the mass-
ing of the east building by add-
ing vertical movement along 
the roofline.
 The west building will fea-
ture large bay windows and 
the load-bearing masonry will 
have the same characteristics  
predominant in the historic 
district. The riverside facade 
of the building will be feature 
much more glass to maximize 
views, but will transition to 
masonry on west and south 

sides to be more complimenta-
ry of surrounding architecture.
 While board members 
spoke positively of the new de-
signs, residents in attendance 
said the mock-ups still have a 
long way to go to fit adequately 
into Old Town’s aesthetic.
 Townsend Van Fleet, presi-
dent of the Old Town Civic As-
sociation, took the opportunity 
to share his view of the plans 
during public comments.
 “This whole development 
reminds me of urban renewal, 
when your predecessors ripped 
down all those historic houses 
on King Street and replaced 
them with a bunch of crappy 
buildings that are up there 
now,” he said.
 Elaine Johnston of the His-
toric Alexandria Foundation 
said the proposed buildings 
still are too big and would dis-
courage visitors from taking a 
stroll along the Potomac River.
 “[The designs] retain the 
appearance of a block-long 

hulk that is a physical, visual 
and psychic barrier to the wa-
terfront,” she said. “Along 
Union Street, it will discour-
age pedestrian passage be-
tween Waterfront Park and 
Oronoco Bay Park … We 
believe the current proposal 
misses the mark.”
 Plans for an attached glass 
pavilion were still a work in 
progress, Hickok said. He 
showed four concepts for the 
structure, the one most fa-
vored by board members be-
ing a sculpted curve scheme 
that some said was reminis-
cent of boat sails.
 Board chairman Chip Car-
lin praised the work done thus 
far on the pavilion, recounting 
his own time as a youngster in 
Old Town.
 “I grew up here and was a 
river rat,” Carlin said. “[The 
pavilion] shows a sensitivity 
to the animated characteristic 
of the Potomac River. I think 
that’s very good, in that core 

value, to represent this in a 
glass version.”
 The west building will also 
include retail space, but will 
have two towers of residential 
units surrounding a new hotel 
contained within the center of 
the building. 
 Hickok acknowledged there 
had been earlier concerns over 
variety and mass of the com-
plex. The new concept draw-
ings include varying colors of 
brick and metal detailing mov-
ing from the penthouse to the 
ground floor to separate the 
masses of brick.
 While the board members 
were in agreement that the east 
building was coming along 
nicely, Wayne Neale levied the 
only criticism of the west side 
complex from the dais.
 “I don’t like the building,” 
he said. “It’s an infinitely suc-
cessful building from the in-
side looking out but it fails on 
the outside in terms of fitting 
into the urban context.”

City offers free tax  
preparation to residents
 City officials recently announced they will offer 
free tax preparation services to qualifying residents.
 The city will offer a series of workshops for 
people to get help with their taxes. To be eligible, 
residents must make $35,000 or less as individuals 
or $53,000 or less for families.
 Volunteers from Community Tax Aid will walk 
residents and families through their returns, ensur-
ing they receive every deduction and tax credit they 
are eligible for, particularly the Earned Income Tax 
Credit and the Child Tax Credit.
 Volunteers will hold walk-in sessions from 9 
a.m. until noon on Saturdays and from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. Wednesdays between now and April 15 at the 
Alexandria Social Services Department, located at 
2525 Mount Vernon Ave.
 Spanish-speaking volunteers also will be on hand 
to help residents. Families must bring their Social 
Security cards, photo IDs, W-2 forms and any other 
income documents and, if possible, a copy of last 
year’s tax return.
 For more information, contact Esperita Bullard 
at 703-746-6070 at least 48 hours before the session 
you plan to attend.

 - Erich Wagner
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let’s Eat
 With its French cuisine and ca-
sual dining experience, Fontaine 
Caffe & Creperie on 119 S. Royal 
St. is a place for both locals and 
tourists, with all who visit consid-
ering it a treasure. The European 
setting and the menu’s pricing are 
notable and make it a real find for 
anyone who dines there.
 Particularly popular are the 
savory and sweet crepes, quich-
es, pates, mussels, vegetarian 
dishes and steak frites. As an 
added benefit, Fontaine’s crepes 
are wholesome and can be made 
with gluten-free organic buck-
wheat flour, and they are all con-
sistently delicious. Some of the 
most popular are the Moroccan 
crepe with its feta cheese and 
spinach filling and a minty yo-
gurt sauce drizzled over the dish, 
and the Alexandrian crepe. 
 The Alexandrian is a rich com-
bination of Swiss cheese, ham and 

mushrooms with a touch of thyme. 
Or consider trying the delicious 
Tuscan, a crepe filled with Ital-
ian sausage, tomatoes, cannellini 
beans and sautéed bell peppers, 
onions and herbs. All the crepes 
have fresh fillings that strike the 
right balance of flavors.
 The dessert crepes at Fontaine 
are just as scrumptious as the sa-
vory. Moreover, they have all sorts 
of fillings like ice cream, strawber-
ries and Nutella amongst others. 
Both the entrees and desserts are 
complemented by the beverages 
that include boutique wine selec-
tions, an extensive craft beer list 
and a wide selection of teas.
 Fontaine opened in 2008, and 
since then chef/owner Kyong Yi  
has made sure to keep the food spe-
cial and also the overall experience. 
She added enhancements such 
as the free French movies every 
Thursday night and the Fontaine 

Wine Club, which has tastings for 
its members once a month. On Sat-
urdays and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., there is an extremely popu-
lar brunch on offer with seasonal 
specials in addition to the regular 
menu. Currently, the seasonal spe-
cial is Chocolate French Toast.
 Check out Fontaine, just a short 
walk from the Market Square. 
Whether you are dining with 
friends, your date or on your own, 
it is a treasure you will be delighted 
to have discovered.

Fontaine Caffe & Creperie is 
open for lunch Mondays through 
Fridays 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 

for dinner on Wednesdays through 
Sundays 5:30 to 10 p.m. Weekend 

brunch hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information,  

call 703-535-8151 or visit  
www.fontainecaffe.com.

a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria Times

703-548-0001 | 1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314 
www.indigolanding.com

Join us for Restaurant Week
Fine food & fabulous  

river views year round.

Located on the Alexandria 
Waterfront, Chadwicks is a 

welcoming destination for great 
steaks, seafood, salads, burgers  
and an extensive beer selection.

203 The Strand
Alexandria, VA

(703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Come & visit us during 
Restaurant Week!

A LOCAL FAVORITE 
of Alexandrians for many years!

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

Sweet and
Savory Crepes,
Steak Frties,

Mussels,
Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
Night
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and Craft Beers,
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Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com
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Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
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A taste of France near Market Square
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Feature your 
restaurant in  

Let’s Eat.
Contact Alexandria Times  

at 703-739-0001 or email

sales@alextimes.com. 

let’s Eat

801 N. FairFax STrEET  •  alExaNdria Va 22314  •  703.535.6622  •  www.royalThaiSuShi.com

Sushi bar

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

Stop By for  
Restaurant 

Week!
Located in Old Town North, Alexandria

Jan. 23 - Feb. 1, 2015

OVER 60 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

Browse Menus - Make Reservations

photoS/SuSan hale thomaS

In a rock concert at Francis Hammond Middle School, ACPS students (left) learn how to loosen up and have 
fun with their music. Mark Wood (right), who led students in the concert, is a master of his violin and draws 
not only from his classical training, but from the blues, jazz and rock ‘n’ roll.

STringS 

FROM | 1

rector, Veronica Jackson, said 
traditional classical music can 
often seem esoteric for students.
 “The alternative style of 
music that [Wood] brings with 
the EYS program gives the 
students a sense of familiarity 
since its music that they are 
more familiar with,” Jackson 
said. “… Mark and his Electri-
fy Your Strings program give 
the students an opportunity to 
explore popular music.
 “It gives the students a sense 
of pride and definitely boosts 
self-esteem … I have worked 
with Mark and the EYS pro-
gram on four other occasions 
and I love working with him. 
He is an experienced educator 
who brings wonderful ideas 
that orchestra teachers can use 
in their classrooms every day. 
He is truly inspirational.”
 Orchestra students, crowd-
ed around a table, were ea-
ger to share their opinions of 
Wood and his program.
 “I think it’s really cool we 
can play rock ‘n’ roll,” said 
Anne Belevetz, a violinist 
from Lyles Crouch. “I thought 
it was just really supposed to 
be slow and you couldn’t do 
anything, but now we’re in 
this rock concert with this fa-
mous electrical guitar player.”
 Annika Eelkema, a fourth 
grader at Lyles Crouch, was 
most excited about incorporat-
ing movement into her playing.
 “We get to move around with 

the music, we’re not staying still, 
it’s not serious, you get to move 
around and have fun with it,” 
she said. “You get to move your 
bows. It’s really cool. For our 
last song … it’s so cool. We’re 
going to be playing the D string 
really, really fast and then we’re 
going to jump up.”
 Wood’s enthusiasm for mu-
sic education is apparent. But 
he fears that school systems 
across the country undervalue 
the arts.
 “Mastering of something in 
the creative arts is what truly 
defines people as much as the 
sciences, the academic world 
and sports,” Wood said. “It’s 
all on the same level. The edu-
cational system set up in this 
country is not level. We can’t 
just meekly defend it; we have 
to fight tooth and nail just to 
get the kind of respect and ob-
vious notice.”
 Having been raised in a 
family of classically trained 
string players, Wood de-
scribed himself as a rebellious 
student at the prestigious Jul-
liard School.
 “I hear Jimi Hendrix, Eddie 
Van Halen, the blues and jazz, 
and I’m thinking: ‘What’s go-
ing on over there?’” he said. 
“My teachers said, ‘Don’t even 
look over there, Mark. That’s 
the dirty American world. 
You are a sophisticated, well-
trained, suit and tie …’ My 
teacher nearly threw me out the 
window when I said I wanted 
to play Eddie Van Halen.”
 After leaving Juilliard, 

Wood felt he had to revamp his 
playing style because he want-
ed to play American music.
 “The last 25 years I’ve ob-
served what is the most pow-
erful and beautiful thing about 
America and it’s not our poli-
tics. It’s our music,” he said. 
“We have Duke Ellington, 
James Brown, Aretha Frank-
lin, Jimi Hendrix, Miles Davis, 
John Coltrane, Scott Joplin 
and the blues. All these musi-
cal styles, jazz, hip-hop, rock 
‘n’ roll and country music all 
came from America supersed-
ing everything Vienna could 
have offered us in the 1700s 
on every level. So, we’re ex-
periencing a revolution these 
last 80 years in America of our 
music, it’s our best export.”
 Wood’s message to stu-
dents is to use music as their 
voice and a way to boost their 
confidence. He wants them to 
connect with their music.
 “That’s going to help them 
stand up in class, up to a friend 

who may not be able to stand 
up for themselves, and addi-
tionally it feeds into their aca-
demic work,” he said. “[We’re] 
still behind 200 years in the 
teaching of music and we’re 

still defending that to everyone 
in the world because nobody 
is putting energy into that. 
They’re putting a lot of energy 
into teaching for the test, and 
that’s creating robotic kids.”



12 | JAnuAry 15, 2015 ALEXAnDrIA TIMES

ScEnE around ToWn

John Gosling uses Potomac 
as inspiration for Art 
League solo exhibit

By chriS TEalE

 Inspiration comes in many 
forms, and for local artist John 
Gosling, the Potomac River 
and Old Town Alexandria serve 
as muses. Gosling is a member 
of local workshop and gallery 
Printmakers Inc. and just four 
months away from presenting 
his work in a solo exhibition at 
the Art League’s studio in the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center.
 Gosling came to Alexan-
dria in 1996 after training as 
an architect and urban plan-
ner. He grew up just five miles 
from the River Thames, which 
flows through the heart of 
London and has been a key 
part of the United Kingdom’s 
growth. Through his work, 
Gosling has drawn a parallel 
to the importance of the Po-
tomac River for the United 
States and its growth over the 
last few centuries.
 Gosling’s background as 
an urban planner also gives 
him a strong appreciation of 
Old Town. Through his work 
for urban development firms 
HOK and RTKO, he has come 
to see Old Town as one of the 
best examples of a mixed-use 
community development in the 
entire country.
 “What we were specializing 
in [in urban planning] was how 
to redevelop areas not using 
Euclidean zoning, which said 
you could not layer or mix,” 
Gosling said at the opening 
reception for the Art League’s 
2015 solo exhibits. “We were 
proselytizing that maybe you 
could mix and it’s not the end 
of the world. 
 “The thing about Old Town 
is that’s what it is. It has mixed-
use development, and no one 
really gets upset about it, that 
you can walk down streets and 

there are houses, then maybe a 
corner shop, or you may see a 
building that has housing above 
shops. For me, Old Town is 
the classic example of that as a 
distinct town. In most of North 
America, there are probably 
maybe a dozen places like Old 
Town that have survived and 
grown up like that in an unpre-
tentious way where things have 
mixed. It’s what small-town 
America used to be like.”
 The role of the Potomac in 
the development of the region 
is a crucial one in Gosling’s 
work, the common element 
that links all his pieces togeth-
er thematically. It has played 
a key role in the history of the 
country, and through his work, 
Gosling looks to capture that 
importance.

 “I’d been doing things 
along the Potomac without re-
alizing that was the thing that 
was drawing me,” he said. “I 
grew up in Ilford [in Essex], 
and Ilford was a weird sort of 
town, it was a dormitory sub-
urb but also a working class 
suburb of London. Half the 
people I knew went to work on 
industries along the Thames, 
and the Thames was an impor-
tant part of my life growing up, 
it’s where people went to work. 
I suddenly realized almost un-
consciously, living here, the 
Potomac has a huge influence.
 “It is the nation’s river, 
there’s a lot of history all the 
way from the Chesapeake Bay 
all the way up to the mining 
country of West Virginia. It’s 
not one of those dramatic riv-
ers like the Mississippi or even 
the Connecticut or Hudson 
Rivers, but in its quiet way it 
is dramatic because there’s a 
lot of history. All the commer-
cial history is lost in the politi-

cal history — Washington as a 
political center dominated the 
history — but prior to that it 
had a very interesting history 
and I’m trying to capture that.”
 In addition to examining 
the landscapes and cityscapes 
along the Potomac River, Gos-
ling also captures the faces of 
the people who lived along its 
banks during various points 
in the country’s history. With 
characters such as the Scottish 
walker, field hand and night 
watchman amongst others, 
there are plenty of different in-
dividuals to showcase.
 Now, with the chance to 
display his work in the Art 
League’s gallery in May as 
a solo exhibitor — the orga-
nization has solo exhibitors 
almost every month in Studio 
21 of the Torpedo Factory — 
he can show his love of the 
region to a wider audience 
through linocut prints.
 

A river at the center of a region’s history

CourteSy photo
Examples of John Gosling’s work adorn the Torpedo Factory’s Print-
makers Gallery.

SEE goSling | 17

photo/ChriS teale
John Gosling’s linocut graphic depicts Great Falls Tavern in Potomac, 
hanging as part of the Art League’s solo exhibit preview for 2015.
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calEndar 

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

 
 
    
       
 

Each monday

TAVERN TODDLERS Join other 
families as you and your toddler (walkers 
through 36 months) have fun in Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom. 
Playtime features a craft table, book 
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: American Legion, 400 Cam-
eron St., check in at museum first.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

 January 15

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
MEMORIAL PROGRAM The 42nd 
annual celebration of the life and legacy 
of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The event will feature a keynote 
address by the Circuit Court Judge Nolan 
B. Dawkins and music by the St. Joseph 
Gospel Choir.
Time: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: First Christian Church of 
Alexandria, 2723 King St.
Information: 703-746-5419 or cheryl.
lawrence@alexandriava.gov

 January 17

CAREGIVER SUPPORT SPEAK-
ER SERIES A session for those serving 
as caregivers and their loved ones. 
Participants will hear from local experts 
on topics including the importance of 
making a plan, how caregivers can take 
care of themselves, in-home services and 
the right questions to ask when consider-
ing rehab or assisted living facilities.
Time: 9:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Immanuel Church on the Hill, 
3606 Seminary Road
Information: 703-836-4414 ext. 10 or 
www.seniorservicesalex.org

 January 20

NATIONALS INSIDER NIGHT 
Presented by the Alexandria Sports-
man’s Club, hear Washington Nationals 
Assistant General Manager and Director 
of Baseball Operations of the Adam Cro-
mie discuss the upcoming MLB season. 
The event is free of charge, with dinner 
courtesy of Primo’s Family Restaurant.
Time: 6:30 p.m. welcome reception, 

7:15 program starts
Location:Old Dominion Boat Club, 1 
King St.
Information: alexandriasportsman-
sclub@gmail.com or www.alexandriava-
sports.org

 January 22

WHEN THE UNITED STATES 
SPOKE FRENCH The Alexandria-
Caen Sister City Committee presents 
a lecture with François Furstenberg, 
Professor of History at Johns Hopkins 
University. A wine and dessert reception 
follows. Admission is free.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 202-203-0177 or alexan-
driacaensistercities@gmail.com

 January 24

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 
ANNUAL DINNER The Dunbar 
Alexandria-Olympic Branch will host its 
annual Dinner and Dance charity event. 
Enjoy dinner, dancing and appearances 
by young club members. Tickets are 
$125 or $150 for VIP access.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: The Carlyle Club, 411 John 
Carlyle St.
Information: 703-217-7763, 703-801-
2216, cbrodeur@bgcgw.org or jalmond@
bgcgw.org

 January 25

PRESIDENTIAL SALON WITH 
JAMES MADISON Join President 
James Madison to discuss the recent 
Battle of New Orleans and the arrival of 
the Treaty of Ghent in the context of his 
own time, and be a witness to the events 
of the year 1815.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

 January 26
 
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which people can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

 January 27

THE MAKING OF AN EXHIBIT  
A chance for Alexandria homeschool 
families to meet the curator of The Ly-
ceum’s new exhibit, Explore the Attic, and 
learn how an exhibit goes from concept 
to script to objects on display. Tickets cost 
$8 per child, adults are free of charge.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or shop.

alexandriava.gov

MUSIC AT MOUNT VERNON 
CONCERT SERIES Three concerts 
of chamber music, performed by 
members of the National Symphony Or-
chestra. Each performance is prefaced 
by a brief piece of Mount Vernon 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George 
Washington’s Estate & Gardens, 3200 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org

 January 28

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) 
The second of two sessions in which 
people can learn how to give initial help 
to someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Registra-
tion is free, with space limited to 20 per 
class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

 January 29-february 14

BIRTHNIGHT BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for the 
Birthnight Ball on February 14, learn 
18th-century English country dancing 
from expert dance instructors.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information:  www.shop.alexandriava.gov

 
 January 31

PREPARING FOR A BALL 
Explore the tavern where famous balls 
like George Washington’s Birthnight 
Ball were held and practice the tasks 
involved in preparing for a ball. The 
day includes an 18th century dance 
lesson and a craft to take home, with 
new groups starting every 45 minutes. 
Reservations are required.

Time:  10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4739 or  
gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

 
february 1

WONDERS OF SCIENCE Discover 
curious objects, from poison bottles to 
dragon’s blood, and find out how they 
were used. During these hour-long 
tours, Project Enlightenment, McLean 
High School’s historical reenactment 
society, will conduct 18th century scien-
tific demonstrations to expand visitors’ 
knowledge about science in the 1700s.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: www.shop.alexandriava.gov

 february 7

VALENTINE’S HONEY FOR YOUR 
HONEY Meet George Wilson, producer 
of award-winning Backyard Farm honeys 
in Gainesville, Va. He will tell his story and 
share his honey, which is unprocessed, 
unpasteurized and contains naturally oc-
curring pollen and enzymes.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Olio Tasting Room, 1223 
King St.
Information: 703-909-8196, info@
oliotastingroom.com or www.oliotastin-
groom.com

 february 8

WINTER WARMER LADIES TEA 
Choose from a variety of 18th-century 
desserts while you sip John Gadsby’s 
special blend of tea or take a cup of 
American Heritage Chocolate. Historic 
guest Martha Washington will catch 
you up on the latest Alexandria news 
during the tea. Admission costs $35 per 
person.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

 february 9

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first of 
two sessions in which young people can 
learn how to give initial help to someone 
showing signs of a mental illness or 
mental health crisis. Registration is free, 
with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time:  1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

 february 11

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The 
second of two sessions in which young 
people can learn how to give initial help 
to someone showing signs of a mental 

SEE calEndar |25

The Game’s Afoot     1/17 - 2/7

Also known as “Holmes for the Holidays,” this 
comedy/thriller by Ken Ludwig is murderously 
funny, witty and fast-paced! It’s 1936 and 
Broadway star William Gillette, admired the 
world over for his leading role in the play 
Sherlock Holmes, has invited his fellow cast 
members to his Connecticut castle for a weekend 
of revelry. But when one of the guests ends 
up dead, the festivities in this isolated house 
of tricks and mirrors quickly turns dangerous. 

Gillette takes it upon himself to assume the persona of his beloved 
Holmes, to track down the killer before his next victim appears. 
The danger and hilarity are non-stop in this glittering whodunit. 

The Game’s Afoot     1/17 - 2/7

Also known as “Holmes for the Holidays,” this 
comedy/thriller by Ken Ludwig is murderously 
funny, witty and fast-paced! It’s 1936 and 
Broadway star William Gillette, admired the 
world over for his leading role in the play 
Sherlock Holmes, has invited his fellow cast 
members to his Connecticut castle for a weekend 
of revelry. But when one of the guests ends 
up dead, the festivities in this isolated house 
of tricks and mirrors quickly turns dangerous. 

Gillette takes it upon himself to assume the persona of his beloved 

600 Wolfe St,  Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 
WWW.THELITTLETHEATRE.COM

for tickets & info visit 

thecarlyleclub.com

The Premier

dINING & 
sPECIAL 

EvEnt vEnuE 

411 John Carlyle St.
Alexandria, VA

703-548-8899

1/16

ANTHONY dAVId 
W/ sPECIAL GUEsT ZO! 

FEATURING 
CARMEN ROdGERs  

 Friday at 7:30pm 
& 10:30pm 

Tickets $35 

TRIBUTE TO 
THE MUsIC OF 

LUTHER VANdROss 
 

Friday at 8pm  
Tickets $30 

1/23
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OUT OF THE CLASSROOM EDuCATIOn  
SECTIOn

Meeting House 
Cooperative presCHool

open House for 
prospeCtive parents
Wednesday, January 28, 2015

9:00 A.M. Formal Presentation • 9:30 A.M. Tours
Morning Preschool Programs for Children ages 2-5

318 South Royal Street • Old Town Alexandria 
703-549-8037 • www.mhcppreschool.org

Come to a 

Music Workshop 
f eaturing the TC Williams’ 
orchestra, band, and choir

Come learn how the individual parts 
come together to form a full musical piece. 

Concessions available: Candy, pizza, Frozen treats, drinks

Saturday, January 24, 2015
Doors open at 5:30 for concessions and music workshop. 
Movie begins at 7:00 • TC Williams auditorium

Suggested Donation $5.00 per person
(To benefi t a competition trip to Orlando)

Costumes Welcome!

 

Come to a Music Workshop featuring the  

TC Williams’ orchestra, band, and choir  
 

Come learn how the individual parts come 
together to form a full musical piece.  

 

 

Stay for the sing –along movie  

FROZEN  
 

Concessions available: Candy, pizza, Frozen treats, drinks 

 

Saturday, January 24, 2015 

Doors open at 5.30 for concessions and music workshop. 
Movie begins at 7.00 

TC Williams auditorium 

Suggested Donation $5.00 per person 
(To benefit a competition trip to Orlando) 

Costumes Welcome! 

Immanuel students bake for school community

 This New Year’s Eve, many 
Bishop Ireton High School 
students gathered at the Du-
rant Arts Center to cheer on 
four of their fellow classmates 
in the First Night Alexandria 
Battle of the Bands.
 The Metrognomes, made 
up of Ireton seniors Jack 
Corcoran, Paul Fulcher, An-
drew Grabowski, and fresh-
man Charlie Hurd played a 
medley of the songs “By The 
Way,” by the Red Hot Chili 

Peppers, “Woman,” by Wolf-
mother and Jet’s “Are You 
Gonna Be My Girl.” The 
band’s performance evoked a 
great reaction from both the 
audience and the judges, and 
landed them second place out 
of the six competing bands.
 “The Metrognomes put on a 
great show,” said Bishop Ireton 
senior Annie McHugh, who at-
tended the show to support her 
classmates. “They had a heck 
of a performance and a great 

stage presence. They really got 
the crowd going.” 
 The Metrognomes are 
happy with the outcome of 
their first big performance 
as a band. The boys plan to 
stick together for a while, and 
they even have some origi-
nal songs in the works. They 
would like to thank everyone 
who voted for them to get 
through to the competition, as 
well as everyone who came 
out to see them. 

 Immanuel Lutheran School’s 
Upper School offers a variety 
of unique programs and extra 
activities for students in fourth 
through eighth grades, which 
supplement the daily work in-
side the classroom and provide 
opportunities for students to 
live out their vocations as lead-
ers in the upper grades.
 During the season of Ad-
vent, seventh grade girls took 
the initiative to lead and or-
ganize an effort to serve their 
neighbors by preparing spe-
cial treats for the community.
 Advent is a time for Chris-
tian fasting, prayer, and good 
deeds. In the spirit of the lat-
ter virtue, the seventh graders 
voluntarily gave up most of 
their lunch recess periods the 

week before Christmas break 
to organize and execute an 
extensive baking project to 
prepare little “blessings” for 
Immanuel neighbors, teach-
ers and other families in the 
neighborhood.
 Students collected and 
brought in their own recipes 
for favorite holiday treats and 
shared their domestic skills in 
baking up a storm of cookies 
and other candies. Other Up-
per School ladies also helped 
package and assemble the 
treat bags. On December 19, 
the seventh grade girls dis-
tributed the to the Immanuel 
community and throughout 
the neighborhood.
 “Through the course of 
this project, the seventh grade 
young ladies demonstrated 
cheerful spirits, generous at-
titudes, and diligent work eth-
ic,” said teacher Abigail Clev-
enger. “I was inspired both 
by the leadership the girls 
demonstrated in initiating and 
executing their plans, as well 
as by their joy in performing 
these acts of service for both 
our community here at ILS as 
well as the broader communi-

ty in our neighborhood. Truly 
we have learned the beautiful 
lesson that it is more blessed 
to give than to receive.”

All submissions are from local public and private schools.  
Please send submissions to schools@alextimes.com.

St. Mary’s
Catholic School

National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence

Accepting Applications for 2015–2016

Join us for our Prospective Parents Open House 
on Tuesday, January 27    from 8:30 am- 11:00 amth

Mrs. Janet M. Cantwell, Principal

RSVP to: Mrs. Lisa Bright, Registrar • 703-549-1646, ext. #4910
400 Green Street, Alexandria, VA  22314 | www.smsva.org

Bishop Ireton band lights up First night
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1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301
www.ImmanuelAlexandria.org

Classical Christian School • Grades JK - 8th

Middle School
Open House 
Friday, January 23rd, 9:00 AM
Reservations encouraged
Call 703.549.0155 or email 
school@immanuelalexandria.org
Early admissions application deadline is Feb. 6th.

Interested in an excellent academic 
environment that nurtures your child’s 
mind, heart, and body?

 
  
  

OPEN HOUSE - WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21ST

9:30 - 11:30 A.M.
www.graceschoolalex.org | 703-549-5067

SAY GRACE For more than 50 years, families have said
“Grace is the place for my child.”

Preschool - Grade 5  
• Challenging Academics with a 6:1 Student-Teacher Ratio
• Music, Drama, Studio Art, and Integrated Technology
• Service Learning Projects
• Before & After Extended Care
• A�ordable Tuition and Financial Aid

3601 Russell Road • Alexandria • VA • 22305

GRACE EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

CourteSy photo

The students of Grace Episcopal 
School helped the families of the 
New Neighbors English Language 
Learner program by collecting cold 
weather gear for the “Mitten Tree.”  
The “Mitten Tree” is decorated 
with new hats, scarves, gloves, 
socks, and of course, mittens. The 
outreach project began on Decem-
ber 1 with children from preschool 
through fifth grade decorating the 
“Mitten Tree” as items were donat-
ed. More than 100 hats, scarves, 
gloves, socks, and mittens were 
used to decorate the tree. All of 
the cold weather gear will be deliv-
ered at the end of January to the 
New Neighbors English Language 
Learner (ELL) program, which of-
fers English classes and services 
to immigrants and refugees from 
around the world.

CourteSy photo
Burgundy Farm Country Day School collected donations for Toys for Tots before the holidays. Eighth grader 
Nick Sansone, seventh grader Micah Hendricks, his mother Denise Hendricks and Head of School Jeff 
Sindler stand with U.S. Marines who picked up the toys. This year’s collection was dedicated to the memory 
of Greg Hendricks, Micah’s father and a strong supporter of Toys for Tots, who passed away this summer.

CourteSy photo
The annual fourth grade holiday bake sale at St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes School in December raised a whopping $1,670. All of the 
proceeds were used to purchase toys for Children’s National Medi-
cal Center in Washington.

CourteSy photo
A large group of St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School classics students took home a number of awards at 
the annual Virginia Junior Classical League (VJCL) state convention, held in Richmond in November. The 
annual convention brings together delegations from independent, public and home schools across the 
state for competition and camaraderie. Saints Latin placed first in the spirit competition in extra-large 
delegations, placed third in the VJCL Publicity Contest and received recognition for the “best print media 
article” for a student blog about the 2014 SSSAS spring trip to Greece.
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In the scrum with local youth
Alexandria rugby Club 
looks to inspire new gen-
erations of rugby players

By chriS TEalE

 Amidst Alexandria’s Scottish 
Christmas Walks over the past 
few years has come a group of 
young rugby players, who show-
case passing drills and line-outs 
as part of the city’s procession.
 Those youngsters are from 
the Alexandria Rugby Club, 
established in 2006 by former 
rugby players and city residents 
who were keen to see the sport 
— traditionally only played 
extensively in college in this 
country — take hold as it has 
done in other parts of the world.
 The club runs two pro-
grams for youth players: 
touch and tackle rugby. Touch 
is the noncontact version 
of the sport, played both by 

boys and girls aged 5 to 14 in 
the spring, summer and fall, 
while boys in the Under-13 
and Under-15 age groups 
have the chance to play the 
full-contact tackle variety in 
the spring and summer.
 The club looks to prepare 
youngsters to play tackle 
rugby at the high school lev-
el, with a hope that they will 
stay with the sport. And with 
around 200 signing up to play 
touch rugby throughout the 
year and another 100 or so 
playing tackle rugby, the club 
is in strong shape.
 “Here in the U.S., tradition-
ally rugby wasn’t picked up 
until college, and that’s where 
most people my age and most 
adults have learned the game,” 
said Owen Malone, the club’s 
youth rugby program director. 
“In the last 10 years or so, it’s 
started to really pick up in the 

high schools. Around here, 
what we think we see is that 
the kids start at about age 5 
and play touch rugby.
 “Then at about fifth or sixth 
grade, the kids start to head to-
wards tackle. We’re just gradu-
ating our first group of kids into 
high school now. It’s funny for 
us. We have a lot more kids in 
the summer playing touch rug-
by and we want that to translate 
into tackle, but we’re not get-
ting every kid who has dreams 
of going up into our tackle 
team and then going on to play 
at high school.”
 The most important mo-
ment in the growth of rug-
by in Alexandria was the 
Mayor’s Cup, which pitted a 
men’s team from the Port City 
against a team from Dundee, 
Scotland, one of Alexandria’s 
sister cities. After a local 
squad traveled to Scotland in 
2008, the Dundee side made 
the return journey in 2009 
and were greeted by a crowd 
of more than 1,000 people for 

an exhibition match at George 
Washington Middle School.
 However, because of fi-
nancial concerns on both 
sides, the tournament has not 
been repeated since. There 
are efforts afoot to try and 
reboot the competition, and 
make it into something exclu-
sively for youth sides.
 “What we’re trying to do 
at this point is grow the con-
nection with our friends in 
Dundee on more of a youth-
focused level,” Malone said. 
“In the beginning, there were 
visions of the Mayor’s Cup 
being played every year, 
every other year, and the fi-
nances of it were just too 
much, both for us and the 
guys over in Dundee. 
 “The Mayor’s Cup did its 
thing and ran its course, and 
now we have our relationship 
with Dundee and we have rug-
by in the city and we can go 
forward with that. I’m hoping 

photo/KeVin mCDermott

Members of one of Alexandria’s touch rugby sides prepares for a three-player scrum during a game.
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Alexandria
300 N Washington St, Ste 106,
Alexandria, VA, 22314

New clients only. May not be combined with any other offers or discounts.

Complimentary Fitness
Consultation PLUS $225
off 36 or more sessions

Limited Time Offer

WE KNOW YOU'RE BETTER THAN A GENERIC
FITNESS ROUTINE

    If you put in the work,
    you should get the results.

We have an 
interesting 

rule that every 
year that the 
kids progress, we 
instruct our coaches 
to talk less and 
less during the 
matches. By the 
time our under-
15s are playing 
tackle matches, 
our coaches are 
basically silent on 
the sideline because 
it’s not our game, 
it’s their game.”

- owen malone
director  

alexandria rugby club
SEE rugBy | 17
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During a game of tackle rugby, an Alexandria player looks to evade the defense and head for the try line.

In the scrum with local youth

 YMCA ALEXANDRIA 

Take a tour to see everything YMCA Alexandria
now offers you and your family! 

• Expanded Wellness Floor 
• Renovated Indoor Pool 
• Enhanced member connection area 
• Expanded weekday hours 
• Enhanced child care area 

 ONE WEEK GUEST PASS 

This pass entitles you to 
seven (7) consecutive days 
of access to the YMCA 
Alexandria branch. Must be 
at least 18 years old and a 
local resident. Guests are 
l i m i t e d  t o  o n e  p a s s  
redemption during any one-
year period. 

 

 YMCA ALEXANDRIA 
420 East Monroe Avenue,

Alexandria, VA 22301 

(703) 838-8085
www.ymcadc.org 

that if we do something with 
Dundee again that it becomes 
a kids’ event, that we get to 
travel and take our kids over 
there and they get to bring 
their kids over here and we 
have that sort of exchange.”
 The club now is preparing 
for the upcoming spring and 
summer seasons, which will 
see their Under-13s and Un-
der-15s tackle sides compete 
in the Rugby Virginia league. 
Malone said his coaches em-
phasize enjoyment of the sport 
over wins and losses in the reg-
ular season, with both teams 

attending a post-match social 
together after every game.
 “We stress that every kid 
plays — and plays an equal 
amount — and we do our best 
to make sure they have fun,” 
he said. “We have an interest-
ing rule that every year that 
the kids progress, we instruct 
our coaches to talk less and 
less during the matches. By 
the time our Under-15s are 
playing tackle matches, our 
coaches are basically silent on 
the sideline because it’s not 
our game, it’s their game.
 “The league itself, it only 
matters in the tournament at 
the end of the year, because 
during the season we travel 

all around and because it’s 
summer everybody has vaca-
tions and teams sometimes 
have problems filling squads 
so we lend them players, and 
it’s really just about getting 
the kids out there and play-
ing. Then come tournament 
day, we all get a little more 
competitive, but our hard 
and fast rule is that everyone 
plays an equal amount, every-
one enjoys it and we don’t get 
too worked up about it.”
 With league play and sum-
mer tournaments coming up 
this year, the Alexandria Rug-
by Club looks set to introduce 
even more players to the sport 
of rugby.

rugBy 
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goSling 
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Gosling learned to use lino-
cut prints with the Art League 
School, and says that the art 
form is in keeping with his pre-
vious career in architecture.
 “I like the discipline, I like 
the simplicity of it, it’s almost 
like typeface, and it’s all about 
the form, the shape and less 
about color and shading — 
although color is important,” 
he said. “I like the fact that it 
tends to be monochromatic, 

or maybe two or three colors, 
and you can blend and make a 
fourth or fifth color by the way 
you overlap the color. 
 “It’s not like oil painting, 
which I’ve done before, where 
you can make all sorts of varia-
tions of tones and color. With 
print graphics, you have to com-
mit to a color because it’s the 
way print is made, the way you 
ink the plate. The color varia-
tion comes through layering, 
overlapping or, in my case, I cut 
the plates out and have different 
colors on different pieces.”

 With so much inspiration 
to take from the Potomac and 
Old Town, this trained archi-
tect has plenty to consider for 
his solo exhibit.

John Gosling’s solo exhibit 
“Printed Art: The Potomac” 

will be on show in May in The 
Art League’s gallery, Studio 

21 at the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center. For more information 

on Gosling or any of the other 
solo exhibitors in 2015, visit 

www.theartleague.org.

The Happy Family Banquet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
4 (3 oz.) Polynesian Pork Chops
4 (4 1 ⁄2 oz.) Chicken Fried Steaks
20 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
16 oz. pkg. Omaha Steakhouse® Fries
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets
43285DLG | Reg. $213.00

Now Only $4999

 Home. Cooked. 

GOODNESS.

ORDER NOW & SAVE 76%

1-800-873-0975 ask for 43285DLG | www.OmahaSteaks.com/osmb22
Limit 2 pkgs. Your 6 free burgers, 6 piece cutlery set and cutting board will be sent to each shipping address that includes 
The Happy Family Banquet 43285. Limit of 1 free box of 6 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers, one cutlery set and cutting 
board per in-store purchase and/or per shipment. Standard S&H will be added per address. Not valid with other o¡ ers. 
2X points on fi rst purchase not available in MA or CA. Expires 5/15/15. ©2014 OCG | 501B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Steakhouse Fries

PLUS 3 FREE GIFTS

6-Piece Cutlery Set 
& Cutting Board

Plus 6 FREE Burgers
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Restaurant 
Week Special:    

$35 

Three-course 

Prix Fixe Dinner

Reservations recommended

116 South Alfred Street, 
Alexandria, VA, 22314

Ph. 703-838-8000

Fax. 703-519-7709

www.thegrillealexandria.com

Join us for 
Restaurant Week!

1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria

Belle View Shopping Center

Jan. 23 - Feb. 1, 2015

Call 
703-739-0001  

to advertise in our  
January 22 & 29 

issues.

OVER 60 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

Browse Menus - Make Reservations

Jan. 23 - Feb. 1, 2015

OVER 60 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

Browse Menus - Make Reservations

Jan. 23 - Feb. 1, 2015

OVER 60 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

Browse Menus - Make Reservations

Jan. 23 - Feb. 1, 2015
Jan. 23 - Feb. 1, 2015

OVER 60 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

Browse Menus - Make Reservations

OVER 60 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

Browse Menus - Make Reservations

Jan. 23 - Feb. 1, 2015

OVER 60 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!

AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

Browse Menus - Make Reservations

Jan. 23 - Feb. 1, 2015

3 Course fixed menu  
for Lunch & Dinner

Lunch menu $20 
Dinner menu $35

Each Menu offers choices of Appetizer, 
Entree & Dessert

*Reservations available online

703-836-5123  ✳  www.alalucia.com
315 Madison St. Alexandria VA 22314

Sun-Tues  
25% off  

any bottle of 
wine when  
dining in

Introduce your restaurant’s offerings 
during the weeklong, city-wide event 
celebrating Alexandria’s unique  
dining opportunities! 
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Following the blues from  
Memphis to Mississippi
Dodge the tourist traps 
and you’ll find the best 
food and music the 
South has to offer

By Jordan WrighT

 
 For the life of me, I can’t 
figure out why friends thought I 
wouldn’t like Memphis. Maybe 
they thought I wouldn’t enjoy 
the honky-tonk culture or the 
snail’s pace of life along verdant 
riverbanks where boats still fer-
ry passengers along the mighty 
Mississippi River.
 Maybe they thought I 
wouldn’t take well to leathered 
up bikers standing beside hun-
dreds of tricked out choppers 
as sounds of the blues filter 
out through the open windows 
of bars and waft down Beale 
Street. Or, maybe because some 
of the best barbeque and juke 
joints are outside city limits at 
run-down roadhouses in towns 
with no traffic lights, just a sin-
gle run-in store selling jars of 
pickled pig’s feet and tortillas. 
 They should have known I’d 
pass on the army of cheesy Elvis 
impersonators to listen to raw-
boned blues cranked out nightly 
by the finest studio musicians in 

the South, and that I’d satisfy my 
curiosity for the Peabody Hotel 
ducks with a bourbon and branch 
water while listening to a tux-
edoed piano player recall songs 
from the glamour days of the 
1930s, and where just outside the 
front doors, a Cinderella carriage 
will take you on a horse-drawn 
tour past historic sights.
 I loved Memphis. From 
street jammers playing rocka-
billy, rock ‘n’ roll, Delta blues, 
gospel and soul to the impromp-
tu concerts in a pocket park 
mining the roots of American 
music — preserving the sound 
that bubbled up from both white 
and black musicians.
 If you’re eager to plumb the 
depths of the American music 
scene and the culture of black 
America in the Deep South, 
there are museums galore — the 
Stax Museum of American Soul 
Music where Otis Redding and 
the Staple Singers cut records, 
the Alex Haley Museum, the 

ANY DESTINATION     ANY AIRLINE      ANY SEAT

ON BUSINESS CLASS 
FLIGHTS & LUXURY HOTELS

PREMIUM TRAVEL 
MANAGEMENT

50% 50% 50% 50% 

CALL NOW
1-800-803-1720 

11 YEARS OF EXPERTISE
24/7 LIVE SERVICE 

photoS/jorDan wright   
When stopping in Memphis, stroll along Beale Street, where you’ll find plenty of bikers (1), great music 
at The Rum Boogie (2), and delicious food at a myriad of barbecue restaurants (5). You can also visit the 
Lorraine Motel (3), where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated, or see how some of the world’s best 
guitars are made at the Gibson Guitar Factory and Museum (4).

SEE mEmphiS | 25
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at home
When replacing roof, be sure to explore ventilation options
By hEnri dE marnE 

 Q: I live in a 100-year-old 
house in Atlanta — a very hot 
and humid climate. I am get-
ting ready to re-roof, and each 
roofer that I have gotten a bid 
from has suggested different 
exhaust vent options, even 
though I have no soffit/intake 
vents and no possibility of 
adding them without severely 
detracting from the aesthetics 
of the house. My eaves are 
just an extension of my 1-by-
8-foot decking with exposed, 
decorative rafter tails. 
 One roofer suggested two 
power fans; another suggested 
only ridge vents for the main 
roof sections and turtleback 
vents for the tower roof; an-
other suggested a power vent/

ridge vent combo; and still 
another offered turbines as a 
solution because he said that 
a turbine acts as both an in-
take and exhaust vent. None 
has suggested a way to install 
intake vents, and all seem to 
think that exhaust vents will do 
the job on their own. 
 From my research, I have 
found that you should never 
install exhaust vents without 
adequate intake vents because 
air will be drawn from the liv-
ing areas into the attic if there 
is not an outside source. I have 
also read that you should never 
mix exhaust vent types on the 
same roof because one will 
end up acting as intake for the 
other vent, potentially bringing 

SEE vEnTilaTion | 21

homE of ThE WEEK

 Enjoy convenient, comfort-
able living in this lovely town-
home. This spacious townhouse 
has three bedrooms and two-and-
a-half bathrooms throughout four 
floors, including a master suite. 
The open floor plan and full light 
compliment the contemporary 
feel. Modern appliances and 
ample room make the kitchen a 
cook’s dream, while the gas fire-
place affords ample opportunity 
to enjoy cozy entertaining. The 
lovely lower level recreation 
room and fenced yard are perfect 
for friendly gatherings.
 This intimate community 
is comprised of 10 townhomes 
in a wonderful location and is 
suitable for both families and 

individuals. Closely located 
to Old Town, Del Ray and 
D.C., you are minutes away 
from the best the area has to 

offer. Major transportation 
routes are easily accessible 
for commuting.
 The Preston Townhouse 

Residences offers you a charm-
ing community with convenient 
amenities. You have access to 
visitor parking and a gym right 

next door. The combination of 
location, convenience, and ame-
nities is truly hard to match in 
this high-demand area.

Convenience and comfort all in one place

At a Glance:
Location: 143 E. Reed Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22305 
neighborhood:  Preston Townhouse  
Residences

Price: $698,000
Bedrooms: 3
Baths: 2.5 
year Built: 2006
Parking: 1 garage space

Contact:  Stephanie Hall at 617-669-1024  
  or Donna Cramer at 703.627.9578

CourteSy photoS  
A modern kitchen (left) with ample room opens into the large living 
space (above) with gas fireplace, perfect for entertaining.

photo/henri De marne   
Passive exhaust vents along this section’s upper roof do very little to relieve heat built up in the attic space.
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weather into the attic. And in 
any event, this setup will not 
remove a noticeable amount of 
hot air.
 Currently, I have a power 
vent that is not operational (and 
even if it were, it would not work 
because it is installed above in-
sulation on top of a 25-foot-long 
attic closet) and two turtleback 
vents that are installed above the 
same closet and presumably not 
doing anything.
 On the one hand, I have con-
cerns about heat buildup in my 
attic shortening my architectur-
al shingle life if I do not have 
any exhaust ventilation. But on 
the other, I am concerned about 
exhaust-only ventilation suck-
ing air from my living area and 
unfinished basement. Am I bet-
ter off not installing any type 
of exhaust ventilation if I do 
not have any intake vents? Will 
stagnant air trapped in my attic 
be dangerous? 

 One roofer told me that 
some of the hot air will escape 
if I only have passive exhaust 
vents, but I do not think that 
would happen. Is he right? A 
couple of important things to 
note: I cannot install light-
colored shingles, and I have 
a “leaky” ceiling (attic floor) 
that I will not be able to seal 
completely. 
 I have attached pictures of 
the roof from several angles. 
The long back section, partially 
above the garage, is where the 
attic closet and exhaust vents 
are located.
 Thank you for considering 
my question. Please help, if you 
can. — Atlanta, via email
 A: You are right: The vari-
ous roofers’ suggestions are 
not helpful. I would not rec-
ommend power vents. Your 
research is correct: Powered 
exhaust fans, as well as passive 
exhaust vents (such as turtle 
vents, turbines, etc.) would 
draw air from the living area 
— especially when the power 
vents are activated — if there 

isn’t an equal amount of CFM 
(cubic feet per minute) intake. 
This would occur with any 
exhaust-only venting — ridge 
vents included — especially in 
the summer when super-heated 
air will rise.
 High heat buildup may af-
fect the longevity of dark as-
phalt and fiberglass shingles. 
It would not affect light-col-
ored shingles as much, which 
you say you cannot have. The 
heat buildup is not really dan-
gerous, but certainly not good 
for any attic contents, either. 
The most desirable, effective 
ventilation for attics is a pas-
sive system comprised of full-
length intake vents below with 
full-length ridge vents above.
 Since the architectural fea-
ture of your eaves (as shown in 
one of your photos) will not al-
low soffit venting, you are for-
tunate in that you can provide 
eaves ventilation by using DCI 
SmartVent. It is a wedge-shaped 
strip that is installed at the eaves 
on top of the drip edge and is 
hardly visible. According to the 

manufacturer, it has passed hur-
ricane and ice tests.
 A small slot needs to be cut 
into the roof sheathing at the 
appropriate spot to allow the 
intake air to get into the attic be-
low the roof sheathing. You can 
see it on the company’s website 
at www.dciproducts.com.
 An ice-and-water protec-

tive membrane is applied over 
the SmartVent, followed by the 
shingles. Be sure that your roof-
er installs a full-length, exter-
nally baffled ridge vent, such as 
Shinglevent II by Air Vent Inc., 
in order to provide the needed 
exhaust while preventing most 
of the potential weather intru-
sion from strong winds.

photo/henri De marne   
The system would also work on this taller, tower-like portion of the 
home, which has its own separate roof.

vEnTilaTion 
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To the editor:
 I was delighted to see Dino 
Drudi’s response to Allen Irwin 
(“More people need to pay at-
tention to issues in Alexan-
dria,” January 8) featured in the 
Opinion section, and hope this 
will start a process of educat-
ing citizens of Alexandria on 
specifics, so we can all be truly 
“informed.” In response to 
both letters, I would like to be-
gin this process by focusing on 
an issue which I believe most 
Alexandrians care very much 
about: green space.
 I truly was uninformed un-
til an investor announced the 
acquisition of property adja-
cent to our community and the 
building of 22 townhouses on 
what seemed to us like a post-
age stamp-size plot of land. The 
investor kindly took the initia-

tive of presenting to our com-
munity the blueprints, but I’m 
sure he was not prepared for the 
concerned response he received 
on a variety of issues, including 
a lack of green space.
 The planning commission 
also kindly came to our com-
munity for a town hall meet-
ing. When some of us, who did 
some homework, noted that Al-
exandria has a requirement for 
new projects to provide 40 per-
cent green space for any new 
projects, we were immediately 
corrected.
 It is in fact “open space,” 
not green space, and open 
space includes everything open 
in the property area: streets, 
sidewalks, parking, driveways, 
balconies, decks and roofs. In 
other words, open space does 
not have to be green space, nor 

does it even have to be shared 
open space. The commission 
representative said that under 
this definition, the project un-
der review actually provided 
43 percent open space, exceed-
ing city requirements. We were 
in disbelief.
 This was only one of a long 
list of concerns on the minds 
of residents in our community. 
In the end, despite being led 
to believe following presenta-
tions by some of our residents 
at a public hearing that some 
would be addressed, none 
were. City council approved 
the project as designed.
 I will not go into the other 
concerns. I wanted to start this 
process of educating citizens 
by focusing on this one issue: 

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

our view

 There has been a stirring response around the world to 
the horrific massacre at the Charlie Hebdo offices in Paris 
on January 7. More than a million protesters took to the 
streets of Paris on Sunday to denounce the jihadist terrorists.
 Newspapers worldwide reprinted Charlie Hebdo’s po-
litical cartoons that lampooned the prophet Muhammad — 
the offending act that prompted Said and Cherif Kouachi 
to murder 12 people.
 “Je Suis Charlie” has been photographed and posted on 
social media around the world. The intended message: Free 
speech cannot be silenced by violence.
 While Charlie Hebdo’s cartoons — and not just the ones 
criticizing Islam — frequently are insensitive, in poor taste 
and could be considered to be “punching down” on French 
minorities, they should have the right to print whatever they 
wish, without fear of reprisal.
 This spontaneous worldwide response in the wake of 
the murderous rampage has been uplifting. It has affirmed 
the commitment of people across the globe to the most 
basic of human freedoms — that of free speech. Whether 
or not people overtly ponder political philosophy, we all 
know that if we’re not free to speak our minds then we’re 
not truly free at all.
 And yet, freedom of speech has been under siege in less 
dramatic, but very real, ways for many years.
 We all know that authoritarian and totalitarian regimes 
like North Korea, Cuba, Russia and Iran continue to im-
prison or execute residents who criticize their rulers.
 We are perhaps less aware of the assault on free speech 
that is present in Western countries as well, where the right 
to freedom of expression often is trumped by a perceived 
right not to be offended.
 As George Washington University professor Jonathan 
Turley pointed out in Sunday’s Washington Post, France 
has laws on the books that criminalize speech that “insults, 
defames or incites hatred, discrimination or violence on the 
basis of religion, race, ethnicity, nationality, disability, sex 
or sexual orientation.” Bridget Bardot was famously con-
victed in 2008 for writing a letter expressing her views that 
Muslims and homosexuals were ruining France. Absurdly, a 
blogger even was fined for a negative restaurant review.
 In the United States, free expression on many college 
campuses is subordinate to protections against hateful 
speech. These restrictions, here and in Europe, weaken and 
equivocate our freedom. One could reasonably posit that if 
our speech is restricted to saying only what others want to 
hear, it isn’t terribly free.
 We should remember the timeless words of John Stuart 
Mill, the great classical liberal, who wrote in “On Liberty”: 
“If all mankind minus one, were of one opinion, and only 
one person were of the contrary opinion, mankind would 
be no more justified in silencing that one person, than he, 
if he had the power, would be justified in silencing man-
kind.” In other words, a jerk has a right to be a jerk, and an 

Je suis Charlie — but do 
we really mean it?

your views

We must learn the jargon to be 
informed Alexandrians
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To the editor:
 When you take a look at national 
or global history, there are leaders 
whose legacies inspire and guide us. 
We remember these people because 
they gave great gifts to humanity. 
The city of Alexandria has a long and 
proud history. We have known people 
that help inspire progressive moments 
during key chapters of our history, 
both as a city and as a country.
 In the passing of Ferdinand T. 
Day, our community has lost one 
of these great leaders. He gave 
a voice to Alexandria’s African-
American community during a 
time when to do so was consid-
ered a great risk. He was a pioneer 
for equal opportunities, a mentor 
to many generations and a genuine 
friend to those at Alexandria City 
Public Schools who were lucky 
enough to have known him.
 In the 1960s, Day became the 
first African-American to be elect-

ed to the Alexandria City School 
Board and by 1971 he was elected 
chair, making him the first black 
man to hold the position in Vir-
ginia. Even though the times were 
turbulent across the United States, 
he led some of the most difficult 
decisions in the history of ACPS. 
Mr. Day was a leader who, with 
grace, intellect and sophistica-
tion, fought not only for changes 
in educational policy, but also for 
action across our city. 
 We are deeply privileged that 
he has left us with a culture where 
the policy that “every student 
counts” is the norm. On behalf of 
our school board, we offer his fam-
ily and friends our condolences. 
We pledge to keep his legacy alive 
as we strive to advocate for all chil-
dren in our community.

- Karen Graf
Chairwoman, Alexandria City 

School Board

To the editor:
 We join the rest of the world 
in mourning the brave staff of the 
magazine Charlie Hebdo, who were 
gunned down by religious fanatics 
for defending freedom of the press.
 While few American journalists, 
if any, face such extreme threats, 
agricultural industry fanatics in the 
U.S. have devised a more subtle 
means of stifling freedom of the 
press. The states of Idaho, Iowa, 
Kansas, Missouri, Montana, North 
Dakota and Utah have enacted 
“ag-gag” laws that impose criminal 
penalties on investigators seeking 
to expose animal abuses and safety 
violations in factory farms.

 According to a recent Associ-
ated Press report, four members of 
an animal protection organization 
were charged with violating Utah’s 
“ag-gag” law. They sought to docu-
ment the daily transport of thou-
sands of pigs from the infamous 
Circle Four factory farm in Cedar 
City, Utah, to the Farmer John 
slaughterhouse in Los Angeles.
 “Ag-gag” laws are clearly un-
constitutional and are being chal-
lenged in federal courts. Assaults on 
press freedom need to be confronted 
wherever they rear their ugly heads, 
even when they assume the legiti-
macy of a state law.

- Ali Gatlin, Alexandria

Ferdinand Day leaves  
strong legacy at ACPS

Freedom of the press faces
unique challenges in u.S.

Alexandria in Action
with John Porter

 It’s that time of year again — the time 
when many of us unveil our New Year’s 
resolutions. It’s a wonderful opportunity, 
with a natural new starting point, to set 
specific goals and direction for the year. 
And while many resolutions address is-
sues such as exercise, diet and relation-
ships, some are much more involved and 
important in the larger scheme of things.
 According to the Statistic Brain Re-
search Institute, 45 percent of Americans 
planned to make New Year’s resolu-
tions for 2015. But by the time you are 
reading this column, 25 percent of these 
resolutions already have been broken. 
However, the good news is that 
in six months, 45 percent of those 
resolutions will still be alive. 
This number is much higher than 
I would have expected and pro-
vides an indication that things can 
change — things can improve. 
 And while many of you have 
already made your resolutions 
for 2015, I ask that you consider 
adding something from the fol-
lowing list of ideas which could have an 
even larger impact than foregoing that 
tall skim latte or walking that extra mile 
each week.
1) Help spread the spirit of giving 

throughout the year. While we under-
stand that homelessness, hunger and 
related issues aren’t seasonal, some-
times it doesn’t appear that way. At 
year’s end, we tend to be more under-
standing and compassionate. We want 
to serve food to the hungry on Thanks-
giving and provide toys and presents 
for those who can’t afford them at 
Christmas. And while this is extreme-
ly important and greatly appreciated, 
those who are hungry or experiencing 
issues associated with poverty also are 
in need in March and July and Octo-
ber. 

2) Think globally and act locally. While 
there are many exceptional national 
nonprofits in our country, the issues 
many of them address also are pres-
ent in our own cities. Alexandria is 
fortunate in so many ways, but pov-
erty is prevalent in our community 
too. According to officials with Alex-
andria City Public Schools, the num-
ber of students eligible for free or 
reduced lunch is quickly approaching 
the 60 percent level. This means that 
approximately 60 percent of families 

with children in ACPS are at or near 
the federal poverty level. So while 
it is certainly important to support 
broader issues nationally, there’s also 
much to be done here at home.

3) Increase your engagement in your 
community in areas where you have a 
passion and can be of help. There is a 
multitude of ways to be more engaged 
in your community. You can serve on 
boards and committees of local non-
profits — they are always seeking new 
volunteers — particularly those with a 
passion for their cause and a desire to 
“roll up their sleeves” to make a differ-

ence. You also can volun-
teer to assist organizations 
on a regular basis. Volunteer 
Alexandria, our community 
volunteering organization 
found at www.handsoncon-
nect. volunteeralexandria.
org, provides a great way 
to explore the possibilities. 
And, of course, your finan-
cial donations to local non-

profits, both to support programs and 
operations, help to make an important 
difference.

4) Do something nice for someone who 
isn’t expecting it. This may sound 
a bit corny but take a moment and 
think about how something seem-
ingly small might be much more 
monumental for the person on the 
receiving end. Whether it’s staying 
in touch with someone who is in 
need of support, providing that dol-
lar to the person on the street who 
asks for your help or helping some-
one carry their groceries to their car, 
these seemingly small things can be 
extremely valuable to others.

5) Remember Jackie Robinson’s words: 
“A life is not important except in the 
impact it has on others.” What’s your 
impact on others — family, friends, 
colleagues, neighbors, and community 
members?
    Let’s join together and resolve to 
make 2015 different, both personally 
and for others. You may never witness 
the difference you made first-hand, but 
be assured it is meaningful. Have a 
fantastic New Year.

 

The writer is executive director  
of ACT for Alexandria.

Be it resolved: give locally

John Porter

green space. I can say that I learned 
so much from this recent experi-
ence with an investor, the planning 
commission and city council, and 
I consider myself now among the 

ranks of “the informed,” at least on 
a few issues.
 I hope others will step forward to 
educate more of us, and I praise the 
Alexandria Times for playing the vi-
tal role of being the tool that does so.

- Jim Larocco
Alexandria

Jargon 
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Tess Ailshire writes:

This article draws a false equivalence be-
tween gun trafficking and the “one handgun 
a month” law that was recently repealed.
 None of the proposals will do a thing to 
interfere with gun trafficking. They are not 
“common sense” proposals; they are pro-
posals that are set forth because our legisla-
tors want to do something — anything — 
even if they know that their “something” 
is irrelevant. It makes them look proactive, 
but only penalizes the law-abiding citizen.
 Straw purchases are illegal. It doesn’t 
matter whether it’s one handgun or 30; the 
straw purchase is already against the law.
 Transferring a handgun to a resident of 
another state is illegal. [It] doesn’t matter 
if it’s one gun or 30; it’s already against 
the law.

In response to “Gun control, 
education dollars top agenda for 
local lawmakers in richmond,” 
January 8:
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n 1949, Alexandria celebrated its 
bicentennial and the city published 
a booklet highlighting the remark-

able achievements that occurred that year.  
One major construction project of which 
the city government was then extremely 
proud was the new Potomac Electric Pow-
er Company plant, which was just nearing 
completion on the shore of the Potomac 
River.  Until that time, electrical service in 
Alexandria was provided by the Potomac 
District facilities of the Virginia Electric 
and Power Company, described as “your 
business managed taxpaying servant,” at 
its Alexandria Generating Station on West 
Glebe Road.  
 Due to the ever increasing electrical de-
mands in the region, this facility had tripled 
in size since the 1930s and included a Cen-
tral Service Building for personnel built at 
a cost of over $1 million in the early 1940s.  
Still capacity could not keep up with de-
mand, and in 1947 a search began for an ad-
ditional plant site at a location by the river.
 After a careful aerial search for an ap-
propriate plant site along the Alexandria 
waterfront, ultimately a site was selected at 
the east end of Slaters Lane along the tracks 
of the Washington-Old Dominion Railway, 
where a new 160,000 kilowatt plant could 
be built with the capacity to expand over 
time to 400,000 kilowatts as electrical de-
mand increased. The site chosen covered 
about 40 acres, and was located in a rap-
idly growing area of the city that already 
included a number of new apartment com-
plexes, such as Harbor Terrace and River-
view, and new tourist facilities along the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway to 
Mount Vernon, such as the Colonial-style 
Towne Motel, Howard Johnson’s and a Hot 
Shoppes restaurant.
 Construction on the power plant began 
in 1948 and the initial segment with only 
two smokestacks was completed by 1950, 
as seen in this photograph.  The plant was 
fed from massive piles of coal, dumped 
from railcars at the southern end of the site 

which was fed into large hoppers as needed.  
The vertical hoppers shook the coal and 
compacted it for transport through an un-
derground concrete tunnel leading to the 
bulldozer room.  That large space was aptly 
named for the large equipment that moved 
the coal onto an exterior covered conveyor 
belt that reached seven stories in height, 
where it dropped the fuel into coal furnaces 
located in the boiler room of the plant.  
 The boilers themselves heated water 
transported from the river by two 1,000 
gallon-per-minute DeLaval pumps housed 
in a pump house at the Potomac’s edge.  
The scalding water that came out spun 
several huge turbines on the west side of 
the building, producing electrical power 
for the city and surrounding areas.  Within 
two years, additional turbines were added 
and over time the plant gradually met its 
projected capacity.
 It is interesting to note the change in pub-
lic opinion of the riverfront utility over the 
50-year period before and after the plant’s 
construction.  In 1949, the facility was her-
alded as the latest sign of great progress and 
expansion in Alexandria’s quest for industry 
after a long and sputtering economic recov-
ery from the Civil War era.  However, by the 
turn of the 21st century, residents and city 
leaders had soured on its aesthetic appear-
ance and resultant pollution at a major gate-
way to the now prospering city.  Recently 
closed, the site now presents an unusual op-
portunity for future redevelopment along the 
evolving waterfront.

Out of the Attic is provided  
by the Office of Historic Alexandria.

Expanding power for an expanding city

photo/library of CongreSS
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71% Government spending and taxes 

17% Gun control

12% Education 69 votes

Last Week 
What is the most important issue in this year’s Virginia General Assembly?

This Week 
Is funding for the arts being  
unfairly neglected in local school 
systems’ budgets?

Weekly poll

A. yes.
B. no.

ouT of ThE aTTic

uninformed person has a right to articulate 
nonsense. 
 This newspaper runs Thomas Jeffer-
son’s wise saying about free speech at 
the top of our Opinion page every week: 
“Where the press is free and every man 
is able to read, all is safe.”  Jefferson had 
it right: People are generally intelligent 
enough to sort the wheat from the chaff — 
provided no one interferes. 
 We all should stand with the French in 
opposing violence in response to words, 
written or spoken, which offend. But we 
should also pay attention to ways that our 
own ability to express ourselves is being 
eroded in more subtle ways. If we take our 
right to free expression for granted, we may 
look up one day and find it all but gone.
 Je suis Charlie — now and forever.

EdiTorial 
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL 

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund”

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and

together with contributions of others,  ensures that

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. 

At age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement 
to slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. 

At age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement 
to slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

National Civil Rights Museum 
and the iconic Lorraine Motel 
where Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. was assassinated.
 To see where some of the 
most famous guitarists in the 
world buy their instruments, 
tour the Gibson Guitar Fac-
tory and Museum or spend 
time at The Memphis Rock 
‘n’ Soul Museum. Developed 
by the Smithsonian’s Na-
tional Museum of American 
History, it describes itself as 
a place where “musical pio-
neers and legends of all racial 
and socio-economic back-
grounds who, for the love of 
music, overcame obstacles to 
create the musical sound that 
changed the world.”
 From there, hop on the 
shuttle to Sun Studios where 
rock ‘n’ roll legend Elvis Pre-
sley recorded his first song, 
“That’s All Right, Mama”; 
Howlin’ Wolf recorded in 
the early days before mov-
ing to Chicago; Johnny Cash 
recorded “I Walk the Line”; 
Jerry Lee Lewis kicked off 
his career with “A Whole 
Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On” and 
Carl Perkins laid down tracks 
for “Blue Suede Shoes” be-
fore Elvis got ahold of it.
 Only one member of what 
was known as the “Million 

Dollar Quartet” became “The 
King,” so for many fans, a 
visit to the 1950s cosmic bub-
ble, Graceland, is something 
of a sacred pilgrimage. 
 On our second day we head-
ed south out of the city along 
Old Highway 61, also known as 
the Blues Trail, past Tunica and 
down to Coldwater, Miss.
 Driving along back roads, 
we passed rusted silos and 
cornfields to Clarksdale, 
Miss., where you’ll find the 
Delta Blues Museum and can 
learn about blues stalwarts 
Robert Johnson and Muddy 
Waters. While in the area, 
we stopped to chow down 

at actor Morgan Freeman’s 
Ground Zero Blues Club, a 
funky, fried green tomatoes, 
BBQ-fueled roadhouse that 
roars with the sounds of elec-
tric guitars — even in the 
middle of the day.
 I wondered: With all that 
history and all those blues 
riffs, would I find my inner 
Eric Clapton? Well, fulfilling 
that fantasy was easier than 
I had expected. Back at the 
Westin Hotel I was able to or-
der up a gold vintage Gibson 
guitar equipped with amplifi-
er and headphones and deliv-
ered to my room for the night. 
Sweet dreams, Mr. Clapton.

photo/jorDan wright   
The Italianate lobby of the Peabody Hotel in Memphis evokes the 
glamorous early 20th century, complete with a tuxedoed piano player.

photo/jorDan wright   
If you visit Memphis, make sure to drive south to Clarksdale, Miss. to check 
out the venerable blues music, and stop by actor Morgan Freeman’s 
own roadhouse, Ground Zero Blues Club, for tunes and great food.

mEmphiS 
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illness or mental health crisis. Registration 
is free, with space limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, donielle.
marshall@alexandriava.gov or www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs

 february 14

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S 
BIRTHNIGHT BANQUET AND 
BALL Help re-create the famous 
celebration of George Washington’s 
birthday, set in the year 1799, with an 
18th-century banquet, English country 
dancing, dessert collation and charac-
ter re-enactors. Tickets start at $125 
per person, reservations required.

Time:  5:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

february 15

PARADE DAY OPEN HOUSE 
Tour Gadsby’s Tavern for free on the 
eve of Presidents’ Day. Learn from 
costumed guides and the museum’s 
junior docents about the place George 
Washington dined and danced.
Time:  11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location:Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

MADEIRA TASTING Enjoy George 
Washington’s favorite drink on his festive 
weekend. Learn about the history of 

Madeira and its consumption by our 
Founding Fathers while enjoying it with 
food pairings.
Time:  3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or gads-
bys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

february 16

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
BIRTHDAY PARADE The largest 
parade celebrating Washington’s birthday 
in the United States marches a one-mile 
route through Old Town. With nearly 
3,500 participants, this community 
parade honors one of the Port City’s 
favorite sons. 
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: King Street at Royal Street
Information: 703-539-2549 or www.
washingtonbirthday.net

calEndar 
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ACrOSS
1 Demeaning one
8 “And ___ we go!”
12 On both sides of
19 Hurricane survivor, often
20 Severe anger
21 Fixer-upper
22 Dining table features
24 Editing a picture, in a way
25 Cookie type
26 “Goldengirl” actress Susan
27 Spring, of all the seasons
28 Dwell
31 Tango quota
33 “Long, long” follower
34 Rock-concert equipment
37 “No ___ Traffic”
38 Certain fruity throwaways
44 Attack like a cat
46 Long, long time
49 A hoax sighting
50 Prior to, old-style
51 Ark contents
52 Music genre
54 Beast of burden
56 Like some china
57 Eve’s garden
58 Drools
63 Dried, in a way
65 Ham sandwich choice
66 Hotel room asset
67 Essen basin
69 Telescope part
70 Moderate, in politics

74 “Batman” co-creator Bob
75 All there
76 Musty
77 “Com” preceder
80 Operating physician
83 Not ad-libbing
86 Lake, in Scotland
87 “Battlefield Earth” author  
  Hubbard
88 “Go ahead” signal
90 “___ bad!”
91 Jouster’s weapon
92 “___ of God” (1985 movie)
94 “Spare” food items
97 After expenses
99 Aristotle’s campus
100 Carnivores
102 “___ sesame”
104 Prior to, poetically
105 “Oh” in Altenburg
106 Common insect
108 Exposing, as fangs
110 Crusoe, e.g.
114 Belittle
116 “And another thing ...”
120 Part of ISP
121 Gratifying
124 Minimal-compliance hiring   
  practice
125 Rhymer’s scheme, sometimes
126 Alarm’s function
127 Go for, as a ball
128 Attempt at a carnival booth
129 Administrative headache

DOWn
1 ‘20s style
2 Happily ___ after
3 Cause for distress
4 All the stage is his world
5 Trial lawyer’s advice
6 Always, poetically
7 Garage work
8 Mountain crest
9 City in central Texas
10 “Secret ___ Man”
11 “Undoubtedly”
12 High-wire performer
13 Kind of cake
14 Pudding choice
15 Ready to be picked
16 “A Severed Head” author Murdoch
17 Fender bender?
18 .0000001 joule
21 “His Master’s Voice” co.
23 ___ time
27 Clue weapon
29 Apply acid artistically
30 Not he
32 “Going My ___”
34 Better for the job
35 Prone to pout
36 Baby fare
39 School tie?
40 Affront
41 Stirs
42 Marine eagle
43 Parakeet’s dinner
45 A Bobbsey twin

47 Sun or moon, poetically
48 Apprehend
53 Flawless
55 “Adios!”
58 Type of collision
59 Raced ahead
60 Birds in barns
61 9-to-5 grind
62 “Be quiet!”
64 Anemic
66 Aid for Tarzan
68 Italian scientist Francesco
70 Attractive item
71 Ring bearer, maybe
72 Latish lunchtime
73 Skedaddled
74 Money in Iceland
77 Recipient of a gift
78 Come to pass
79 School assignment
80 “Grand” homer
81 More than suggest
82 315 degrees
84 Lithium-___ battery
85 Low digit

86  “Hotel du ___” (Anita Brookner  
   novel)
89  No longer live
91  “Coal Miner’s Daughter” singer
93  Concern for a hostess
95  Donkey sound
96  Tax form ID
98  Breakfast staple
99  Island ring?
101  National park in Maine
103  Antebellum
107  Billy Blanks’ fitness craze
108  Biting remarks
109  A to Z
110  Cornfield bird
111  Isao ___ of the PGA
112 Explorer Hedin
113  Elbow’s site
115  Sheep cries
117  One of the Simpsons
118  Like some decisions
119  Eye up and down
120 A TD earns six of these
121  “The Cat in the ___”
122 “... how I wonder what you ___”
123 Singer Stewart

ObituAry POlicies
All obituaries in the Times are charged through the funeral 

home on a per-word basis comparable to the space rate of-

fered to nonprofit advertisers. 

Families may provide any information they wish about a de-

ceased loved one, through all obituaries are subject to editing 

by the News Department. 

“In Memoriam” and “Thank You” notices are available through 

the Advertising Department. 

Obituaries should be submitted through the funeral home. 

Each obituary must include the funeral home name for 

verification. 

Deadlines are the Monday prior to the issue date. Call 

703.739.0001 for details.

last Week’s Solution:

Weekly Words
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classifieds

BETTIE ROSE CARPENTER (87),
of Alexandria, January 4, 2015

AUSTIN CHANDLER, 
of Alexandria, January 4, 2015

JOAN EHEART CINELLI (85),  
formerly of Alexandria, January 3, 
2015

TOM R. DOWNS,  
of Alexandria, January 2, 2015

ERMINE E. FORD,  
of Alexandria, January 2, 2015

HERBERT E. HARRIS II,  
of Alexandria, December 24, 2014

EMILY DUCHESNE MCGRAIL,  
formerly of Alexandria, January 9, 
2015

MARIA “ROSE” PREVI,  
of Alexandria, January 9, 2015

classifieds

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 

Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Advertising Works!
 To advertise your business or service 
Contact Kristen Essex  kessex@alextimes.com

hElp WanTEd

Oblon Spivak McClelland Maier & 
Neustadt has opening in Alexandria, 
VA for Technical Advisor. Working  
with members of the firm’s Electrical/
Mechanical Dept by providing advice, 
under the guidance of a licensed at-
torney, to our members and Korean 
clients/companies in areas of patent 
prosecution, patent litigation, pat-
ent enforcement, & cross licensing.  
JD or equiv + MS degree in Electrical  
or Chemical Engineering or related +  
3yrs exp. Send resumes to Oblon 
Spivak McClelland Maier & Neus-
tadt, Attn: Recruiting Manager, 1940 
Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.  
Must ref job title & code: TA-YC.

lEgal noTicE

The Alexandria City School Board will 
hold a Public Hearing on the FY 2016 
Combined Funds Budget during the Special 
Called School Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, January 22, 2015. The meet-
ing will be held in the George Washington 
Middle School Media Center, located at 
1005 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria. 
For more information or to register to 
speak at the public hearing, please contact 
the Clerk of the Board at 703-619-8314 or 
email boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

Lost Dog. 7 Jan 15 @ 9:30p.m. on Old 
Franconia Road and Potters Glen/
Lane area. Small, Yorkie goes by 
the name of Suzy. Black body with 
tan face and paws. Please contact  
804-720-7135.

Grady Gene McNeil

homE SErviCES

aBc noTicE

oBiTuariES

OCTOBER 20, 1944 -  
JANUARY 9, 2015
He leaves his children Grady 
McNeil Jr. and Alicia McNeil 
(NC). Memorial services will 
be held at 11a.m. on Saturday 
January 17, 2015 at Shiloh 
Deliverance Ministry. The 
address is 403 W. Garner Rd. 
Garner, NC, 27529. Contact: 
919-832-0636.

BuSinESS dirEcTory
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Celebrating 20 YEARS of service to my clients and my community!

703.960.5858
jprice@mcenearney.com
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Janet Caterson Price
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

®

®

109 S Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Janet Price exceeded our 
expectations. She has 
tremendous knowledge and 
experience which we relied 

upon. Janet aided us in preparing our property for 
the market and directed the process which resulted 
in a sale after 6 weeks. Your relocation people were 
also helpful and found us a good firm to handle our 
PA purchase. ~ Carol and Wade R.

Janet was a pleasure to work with as I experienced 
buying my new home! She was always available and 
flexible when needed. It was a home that needed 
a lot of work (repairs) before settlement and Janet 
truly supported me and my interests every step of 
the way. ~ Jaime O.

Many thanks to you for your tremendous help, 
guidance and knowledge in selling our house!  Plus 
we really enjoyed working with you and sharing 
some good laughs! ~ M.S.

Janet is our good luck charm! ~ Stephanie E.

You have been amazing to work with - informative, 
organized, patient, professional. You’ve 
orchestrated an extremely smooth transaction for 
us and we do appreciate all the behind-the-scenes 
work that goes into making it so. Our thanks for 
taking this on and making it so easy for us.  
~ Daphne and John K.

Thank you so much for doing a wonderful job on 
this (my sale). ~ Janice S.

We feel that Janet did everything right. She 
advertised as we expected. She worked with us to 
reach the correct pricing for our property. Our sale 
was in a very tough market and a very unique home 
and location. Janet was always a professional in 
dealing with us. This was our third transaction with 
Janet. If we need a realtor in the future we will call 
both Janet and McEnearney. ~ Diane and Mike G.

My Clients say it Best…

COMING SOON: 
4002 Belle Rive Terrace in Alexandria - offered at $875,000!

Don’t Forget To Be Awesome!


