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T.C. Williams principal
announces her retirement
PHOTO/Susan hale thomas

Planning commission
approves controversial
assisted living home
PHOTO/Susan hale thomas

T.C. Williams High School Principal Suzanne Maxey announced last week that she would retire at the
end of the school year. Maxey was both beloved by her students and lauded for her work to improve
student achievement at the city’s only public high school.

Suzanne Maxey calls it a day
after more than 40 years
in education
By Susan hale thomas

“It’s the quiet moments that
bring me to tears,” said T.C. Williams principal Suzanne Maxey.
He was a difficult student
from last year. She was his
mentor. He always was getting
into mischief.
“Until the last day, I was bailing him out of trouble,” she said.
Shortly after graduation, when
all of the fledgling seniors had
left T.C. for good, he came back.
After a brief visit between
principal and former student, he

needed to be on his way. As he
left, she said with the voice of a
mother, “Now you walk out of
here and you do good things.
You stay out of trouble.”
The young man asked her
for a hug and headed for the
exit. But before he was through
the door, he hesitated and turned
to look at her.
“You know Ms. Maxey,” he
gestured with his diploma in
his hand, “I would have never
gotten this without you. I really
love you.”
He turned and walked away
into the world.
“Those kinds of moments,
how do you ever replace that?”
she asked with misty eyes.

After five years as principal
of T.C. Williams and more than
40 years working as an educational professional, Suzanne
Maxey announced her retirement last week.
The decision to retire was
both personal and professional.
Maxey and her husband, Bob
Maxey, the director of student
activities at Mount Vernon High
School, decided the timing was
right for both of them to retire.
Maxey started working
when she was 15, so she said
retirement will take some getting used to.
“I’m one of those people
SEE Maxey | 7

Deirdre Reilly returns to Alexandria

image/city of alexandria

This vacant King Street lot (top) could soon make way for a 75,000square-foot assisted living community (bottom), as the city planning
commission unanimously approved a plan for a 66-bed facility at the
site over the objections of neighbors.

Residents decry proposal
for 75,000-square-foot
building
By susan hale thomas

Several dozen residents addressed the Alexandria Planning Commission last week to
oppose a plan to rezone and
grant a development special use
permit for a 75,000-square-foot
three-story assisted
living facility on
the 2800 block
of King Street.
The vacant
triangular lot is

situated between Woodbine
Rehabilitation and Healthcare and the Ivy Hill Cemetery. Other large structures
in the immediate area are the
First Christian Church and
the Church of the Latter Day
Saints across King Street.
The area is zoned as singlefamily residential land, but developer 2811 King Street LLC
requested the rezoning and permission to construct Alexandria
Memory Care, a 66-unit facility
for the memory impaired.

- PAGE 10
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We help our clients
love where they live
Good to know.
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5 Bedrooms, 5 Baths
Outstanding Details
Upscale Features
Dock with Lift

waterfront estate Exquisite, architectural masterpiece, located on the beautiful Potomac River! Featuring over
4,500 square feet of luxurious space and built to entertain.
ashBurn

$589,000

ridges at ashBurn

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• Updated Kitchen
• Two Fireplaces
• Hardwood Floors

close to metro!

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Brick Rambler
• ½ Acre Lot
• Two Levels

This all brick home offers
spacious and sun-drenched
rooms. Updates throughout
and a back-yard that feels
like your own private oasis.
Set across from the Belle
Haven Golf Course and
Minutes to Metro!

awesome location! Come take a peek at this two
story rambler located in a popular neighborhood near Mt.
Vernon. Extras include a wood burning fireplace, two car
garage, and automatic sprinkler system.
arlington

$554,900

courthouse hill

TM

arlington

$430,000

concord mews

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• New Hardwood Floors
• Walk Score 95!
• Secure Parking

live. work. play!

You will love this bright and
open condo with an awesome
95 Walk Score! Boasting high
ceilings, a classy kitchen, new
hardwood floors and carpet,
plantation shutters, wraparound patio, under-ground
parking, and secure bike corral. You are sure to fall in love!

• 4/5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• Beautiful Kitchen
• Fireplace
• 2-Car Garage

welcome home! Spacious, single family home on quiet
cul-de-sac boasting a beautiful kitchen, huge family room w/
gas fireplace. Hardwoods in living and dining rooms, kitchen,
and upper areas. Fenced back yard w/ playset.
ashBurn

$366,000

ashBurn farm

alexandria
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• 2 Bedrooms, 3 Baths
• 3 Finished Levels
• Hardwood Floors
• Across from Metro

updated Brick duplex

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
• 2 Fireplaces
• Wood Floors
• Freshly Painted

townhouse that lives like a single family.

Painted from top to bottom, all new carpets, new refrigerator,
range and microwave. 2-story foyer, wood floors and 2 fireplaces.
Amenities include pool, tennis, ponds, trails & playgrounds.

Renovated duplex across from
Huntington Metro, 5 minutes
from Old Town Alexandria.
Close to 495, National Harbor.
Huge backyard w/shed! kitchen
with stainless appliances and
ceramic tile floor. Hardwood
floors. Huge family room renovated with full bath. Paved
brick driveway.

Berkshire hathaway homeservices | PenFed realty
*Prudential PenFed Realty is now known as Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | PenFed Realty

Good to know.

TM

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service
marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
• Balcony
• Fireplace
• Ample Parking

new price! Lovely condo with a wooded view from your
secluded balcony. Spacious living room with hardwood floors,
newer appliances, and a wood burning fireplace. Quick commute
to Pentagon, DC, and restaurants and entertainment in Shirlington.
alexandria

$310,000

manchester lakes
• 2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
• New Appliances
• New Paint & Carpet
• Hardwood Floors

wow! New paint, carpet,
and appliances in this perfectly priced town home in
Manchester Lakes! Fenced
backyard, wood burning fireplace, dual entry full bath on
upper level. Close to 2 metros,
walk to shopping, movie
theater, restaurants, grocery,
coffee shops, Ft. Belvoir, Lots
of amenities! Deck and shed.

call maxine mcleod miller,
managing Broker at:
703-836-1464
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314
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THE WEEKLY BRIEFING

City names new planning director
Acting City Manager Mark
Jinks announced Tuesday that
he has named Karl Moritz as
the city’s planning director, effective immediately.
Moritz has served as acting planning director since
July 2014, when then-director
Faroll Hamer announced her
retirement. Moritz joined city
staff in 2008 when he was
hired as deputy director for
long range and strategic planning for the department.
And in 2013, he became
deputy director for current
planning, a post that oversees
development, land use, preservation and support for various
land-use commissions.
City officials reportedly
held a nationwide search for

the new planning director before choosing Moritz. Jinks
said in a statement that his extensive experience in planning
and zoning set Moritz apart
from other candidates.
“Karl’s three decades of
experience helped distinguish
him during a rigorous selection
process,” Jinks said. “He knows
Alexandria, and I know he’ll
fully engage with residents and
businesses to pursue our community’s vision of a livable,
green, and prospering city.”
Before coming to Alexandria, Moritz worked for
16 years in the Montgomery
County, Md. planning department and eight years with the
Northern Virginia Regional
Commission. He holds de-

The Lamplighter
All in stock new lamps
are on Sale for 20 %
less than the marked
price.
Hurry!
Sale ends January 31st.

1207 King Street
Alexandria, VA
703-549-4040
www.lamplighterlamps.com

Karl Moritz

grees in geography and urban
and environmental planning
from Johns Hopkins University and the University of
Virginia.
- Erich Wagner

Local entrepreneur honored by magazine
Enterprising
Women
magazine announced Monday that Old Town resident
and business owner Victoria
Vasques received the publication’s Enterprising Woman of
the Year award.
Vasques is president and
CEO of Tribal Tech, LLC,
which works with federal
agencies to provide grants
administration, training and
technical support to underserved communities, particularly Native Americans.
The company works to address issues as diverse as

Victoria Vasques

historical trauma, bullying,
suicide and other behavioral
health problems.
Tribal Tech is guided by
three principles: people, performance and partnership.
These ideals foster a spirit
of collaboration and cooperation, enabling the company
to better aid embattled populations.
The magazine will recognize Vasques at its annual
awards ceremony and conference in March in Lake Buena
Vista, Fla.
- Erich Wagner

Local resident to host Valentine’s Day charity drive
Local resident and former
city councilor Frank Fannon
will host the sixth annual
Alexandrians Have a Heart
clothing and canned food
drive to coincide with Valentine’s Day on Saturday.
Fannon encouraged residents to bring clothing and
food donations to the parking
lot of the Old Town branch
of SunTrust Mortgage, locat-

ed at 225 S. Henry St. from 9 a.m.
until 1 p.m. Monetary donations
can be made out
to Christ House,
Carpenter’s Shelter or ALIVE
Food Bank.
“I hope my fellow citizens of Alexandria will join

Frank Fannon

me in contributing
serviceable clothing
and canned food for
our city’s less fortunate,” Fannon said
in a statement. “It is
important that we remember those members of our community who are in need
of assistance.”
- Erich Wagner

YMCA ALEXANDRIA
Take a tour to see everything YMCA Alexandria
now offers you and your family!

• Expanded Wellness Floor
• Renovated Indoor Pool
• Enhanced member connection area
• Expanded weekday hours
• Enhanced child care area
ONE WEEK GUEST PASS
This pass entitles you to
seven (7) consecutive days
of access to the YMCA
Alexandria branch. Must be
at least 18 years old and a
local resident. Guests are
limited to one pass
redemption during any oneyear period.

YMCA ALEXANDRIA
420 East Monroe Avenue,
Alexandria, VA 22301
(703) 838-8085
www.ymcadc.org
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CRIME
Local inmates honored for academic
achievements
Photo by

Krista Ludwig Poretz
More time outside! Enjoying new playground at Blue Park, Rosemont Ave.

The Alexandria Times February Photo Contest
Send us your photos of Love is in the Air!
#ALXPhotoTimes or send to promotions@alextimes.com
February photo contest
sponsored by:

December’s
theme:
Photos
ofCall
the703-739-0001
Alexandria Waterfront
Interested
in sponsoring
the photo
contest?
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more information!

Get your ducks in a row

0

% Visa® Balance
APR*

Transfers

for 12 months

0

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne
and deputies lauded four
inmates of the city jail last
week for their various educational achievements.
Lawhorne and jail education coordinator Krista Sofonia presented the inmates
with certificated marking
their successful completion
of the General Educational
Development exams.
Joseph Craig, Jamar Dabney, Charles Romain and
Chantel Thompson donned
caps and gowns for the occasion, which featured deputies, jail staff and families in
attendance.
Dabney provided the keynote speech, which focused on
encouraging people to reach
their true potential.
The Alexandria Sheriff’s Office offers a number of educa-

courtesy PHOTO

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne congratulates inmates Charles Romain (left)
and Joseph Craig for their completion of the General Educational
Development examinations last week in the library at the William G.
Truesdale Adult Detention Center.

tional programs at the William
G. Truesdale Adult Detention
Center, from GED preparation
to English as a Second Lan-

guage programs and even college courses through Northern
Virginia Community College.
- Erich Wagner

POLICE BEAT

%
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The following incidents occurred between February 4 and February 11.

Hur
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Get a CommonWealth One
Visa Credit Card today.
Choose Rewards or Cash Back.

CURewards with rates as low as 8.90%
Cash Back with variable rates as low as 8.25%
No Annual Fee • No Cash Advance Fee • Limits up to $25,000
APR*

APR*

Apply online today at
cofcu.org or call (703) 823-5211
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Thefts

Vehicle
thefts

Drug
Crimes

robberies

bURGLARIES

Assaults

SEXUAL
OFFENSE

Aggravated
Assaults

Not A Member? Not A Problem!

If you live, work, or worship in Alexandria,
you can bank with us.
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Balance transfers may not be applied to other CommonWealth One
loan balances. This offer is non-transferable. 0% promotional rate for 12 months on all transfers
made February 1, 2015 through March 31, 2015. 3% balance transfer fee applies for the special offer.
Offer ends March 31, 2015.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.
Source: raidsonline.com

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

February 12, 2015 | 5

LONG LIVE YOU

Finding the facts in the vaccine debate
By Dr. Vivek Sinha

Few topics have evoked
as much emotion and discussion in healthcare lately as the
question: “Should I have my
child vaccinated?” If you were
to perform an Internet search
on the topic, you would find
strongly worded opinions originating from either side that argue their respective points.
As a primary care physician and a father of two young
boys, this topic is one that is
close to my heart.
Let’s review the facts: There
are two main types of vaccinations — live, attenuated (weakened) vaccines and inactivated
vaccines. The purpose of vaccinations is to stimulate our body
to produce antibodies against a
particular disease. It is possible
to build immunity by contracting and recovering from the illness, like chickenpox, but since
there is potential for dangerous
outcomes to these illnesses,
vaccines allow our immune system to build the proper antibody
without having to be exposed to
the actual disease.
Live vaccines contain a safe,
weakened form of the virus. Its
purpose is to show the immune
system what the “enemy disease”
looks like so it can build up protection against it. Live vaccines
include MMR (measles, mumps
and rubella) and Varicella (chickenpox). It is highly unlikely that
these live vaccines will give a
person the actual infection. However, in an abundance of caution,
people with certain immunecompromising conditions should
not receive these vaccines with-

out being specifically cleared by
their physician.
The inactive vaccines contain
a killed version of the virus. This
stimulates the immune system to
build antibodies so the body can
be protected against the disease.
Examples of inactivated vaccines include the Tdap (tetanus,
diphtheria and pertussis), and
Polio vaccines. These inactivated
vaccines can be given to immunocompromised patients as well
as pregnant females.

Is there the
potential for
side effects? Yes.
Do the benefits
of vaccines outweigh the risk?
Absolutely.”
Primary care physicians follow the guidelines set forth by
the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP).
Per the CDC website, “The
ACIP consists of 15 experts
who are voting members and
are responsible for making vaccine recommendations.”
The American Academy of
Pediatrics, the American Academy of Family Physicians and
the American College of Physicians are the three main organizations for pediatrics, family
medicine and internal medicine,
respectively. Each board also
gives its recommendations on
the vaccination schedule, which
usually follows suit with the
ACIP guidelines.

WHO CARES?
WE DO.
Email comments, rants & raves to
letters@alextimes.com.

This provides standardiza- that the benefits of vaccination among physicians. There tions far outweigh the risks.
Parents occasionally ask me
are evidence-based guidelines
that are readily available to as- if vaccines are linked to autism.
sist the physician in deciding I tell them that while we do
the best vaccine practices for not know exactly what causes
individual cases,
autism, we do know
that vaccines do not
like with a patient
who needs catch
cause autism. Mulup vaccinations
tiple documented
scientific studies
or a patient who
has special cirhave provided proof
of this fact.
cumstances and
the like.
I am also often
There are risks
asked why there
are so many more
associated with any
Dr. Vivek Sinha
procedure. When
vaccines now, than
faced with a medical interven- compared to 30 years ago. My
tion, whether it is vaccina- answer is that medical science
tions, medications or surgery, is advancing each day and we
I always advise my patients to are finding better ways to stay
look at the benefits-versus-risk healthier. While there have
ratio. In other words, I ask if been great advancements in
the benefits of the intervention treatment for diseases, there
outweigh the risks of the inter- are certain infections that still
vention. If the answer is yes, can pack a punch.
While a large number of viral
then the patient should usually
proceed. It is the opinion of and bacterial infections come and
most health care professionals go, there are a select few that can

cause significant morbidity and
mortality; therefore, prevention is
the best treatment. For example,
measles is a viral illness that can
cause significant complications
in young children and adults. Ear
infections leading to hearing loss,
pneumonia and encephalitis —
swelling of the brain — are all
side effects of measles. Chickenpox also has potential for serious complications. Encephalitis,
sepsis, pneumonia and toxic
shock syndrome are all potential
complications of chicken pox.
I am a firm believer in “practicing what you preach.” Is there the
potential for side effects? Yes. Do
the benefits of vaccines outweigh
the risk? Absolutely. That is why
I am up to date on all of my vaccinations, and more importantly,
that is why both my 6-month-old
and 5-year-old sons are vaccinated
on schedule per ACIP guidelines.
The writer is the chief medical
officer of Belleview Medical
Partners.
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John Roberts spoke on behalf of the planning commission staff who felt the proposed
development met the goals outlined in the Alexandria Housing
Master Plan. An objective of the

“The Hermitage is
where I’ve finally
found my family.”
—Helena Scott

plan specifies the need to supply
“a variety of safe, quality housing choices that are affordable
and accessible to households
of all ages and abilities.” After
reviewing the preliminary site
plan, city staff recommended
the board approve rezoning the
property from a residential to a
townhouse zone.

Roberts expounded on staff
conclusions: two churches in
the immediate area are designated as institutional, the new
building would conform to
the Small Area Plan which allows for institutional use, and
the new building would not be
taller than 35 feet.
“The proposal was in keep-

Enjoy the Carefree
Lifestyle You Deserve

D

iscover why many people like you have come to call
the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.
The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott,
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service,
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring
and security that comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever
need them.

h

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Call

703-797-3814

to schedule a tour
of our beautifully
appointed
apartments.

h

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

ing with the wider residential
neighborhood. As a long-term
care facility for seniors, it
has many aspects commonly
found in residential neighborhoods,” Roberts said.
In addition, staff concluded
traffic would not be an issue
given that King Street was already one of the busiest thoroughfares in Alexandria.
Catharine Puskar, the attorney representing the developer, referred the board to the
city’s Strategic Plan on Aging
and explained there were just
17 facilities within 20 miles
of Alexandria, and with senior
populations projected to double between 2000 and 2030,
the new assisted living development and location seemed
justified.
Puskar called the location
a “sweet spot” because of the
higher concentration of citizens
age 60 and older in the eastern
half of Alexandria.
“We want the seniors in our
community. We do not want
to warehouse them in other
places on the fringe of the city
like has been suggested,” she
said. “Residents choose to
stay in Alexandria as they age
because it is a livable community for all ages. The lack of
sufficient senior independent
and assisted living facilities
impede[s] the ability to age in
or near the city.”
Puskar also informed the
board the development was
supported by North Ridge Citizens Association, Commission
of Aging, Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee, ALIVE,
AARP and the National Capital Area Chapter of the Virginia
Alzheimer’s Association.
Despite the support and
justification for the new development, neighbors in the surrounding area were divided.
Resident Sarah Pray voiced
her concern over the changes
that could occur with a structure
of this size.
“You cannot plop down a
75,000-square-foot building
in the middle of a residential
community and not have some
serious negative impact on
that community,” Pray said.
“[Are] we going to be able to
maintain this same sense of

community as before?”
Another resident, Daniel
Kotter said the facility would be
out of place on King Street.
“When you drive up King
Street … there are a lot of
houses, there are schools, but
Woodbine stands out as completely out of character in the
neighborhood,” he said. “And
why is it there? It’s there because some prior planning
authority made a mistake. It
doesn’t belong there. Now
we’re going to replicate the
same mistake again, but only
worse, because this facility is
going to be so much closer to
the street.”
Kyle Rogers, who lives directly across the street from the
lot, wanted to know why the
board had a different opinion on
the property years earlier.
“In 2008, when this property was acquired by a developer to build four houses, this
same body rightly determined
that it wasn’t enough land for
four houses and scaled them
back to three with residential
zoning,” Rogers said. “Now
here we are today … a developer who wants to do a commercial entity has purchased
it, and you tell us, the citizens, what’s fundamentally
changed about the definition
of that land?
“… It’s the same land this
same body addressed in 2008
and determined it was too
small for four houses. Now, if
it was too small for four houses in 2008, it’s too small for
75,000 square feet of cement
in 2014.”
But Carolyn Griglione, a
longtime resident supported
the proposed construction.
“As the population changes, needs change,” she said.
“Zoning will have to change.”
Griglione said her grandmother’s Iowa town placed her
retirement community at its
center, and she hoped neighbors would embrace and get
involved with the new memory
care facility.
The planning commission
voted unanimously to approve
the zoning change and special
use permit to make way for the
construction of the new Alexandria Memory Care.
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who loves to work, to be productive,” she said. “I’m very
worried I’m going to lose my
meaning of life. People who
know me really well think I’m
going to be back working in six
months because I’m missing
work. … I’m not really excited
about leaving what I do. I really like what I do, as frustrating as it can be.”
Despite the rigors of the job,
the rewards Maxey has accumulated from her long career are
infinite. Bob Maxey described
his wife as wanting to see every
student succeed and save every
one of them, earning her the
nickname Mother Maxey.
“She has the uncanny ability
to smile at you, while she’s just
tearing you up from one end to
the other, and at the same time
saying she understands and is
there for you,” he said. “Kids
respect that.”
A former kicker for the New
York Jets in the 1970s, Bob said
the love of sport was one of the
reasons he married Suzanne.
She was also a high school athlete and played basketball and
field hockey while also being
on the gymnastics team.
“She’s a real sports enthusiast and likes to see kids outside of the classroom as well,”
he said.
She was principal of Bowie
High School when its football
team made the state final, and
she made a deal with the cheerleaders that for every point the
team scored in the game, she
would do pushups on the field
with the squad.
“When the team scored, she
ran down the steps of the University of Maryland’s football
stadium, jumped the fence and
did six pushups,” Bob Maxey
said. “Well, this went on all
night because the team won and
scored a total of 21 points. She
was looking a little rough on
those last few pushups.”
Kevin Perry graduated from
T.C. in 2014 and is a freshman
at Delaware State. Perry is
majoring in accounting, plays
football and hopes to work for
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the FBI after graduation. He
was thankful to have had Maxey in his life.
“Ever since I first met Mama
Maxey, she was supportive and
confident in me and pushed
me in academics and on the
field,” Perry said. “I love her for
that. She was always fun to be
around and came out to support

I have this
theory: You
come into a school
that needs things
done, and you do all
of these things and
you move and you
groove and you’re
exhausted.”
- Suzanne Maxey
Principal, T.C. Williams

PHOTO/susan hale thomas

T.C. Williams alumnus Kevin Perry (right) credited Principal Suzanne
Maxey for instilling in him a mindset of positivity and hard work.
Maxey announced last week that she will retire at the end of the
school year.

anytime soon. Mention a T. C.
pep rally and her face lights up.
“When you go into that gym
… and you see 3,000 kids going, ‘Everywhere we go people
want to know... Ooo ahhh,’ and
you look around this sea of kids
and they’re all doing the same
thing,” she said. “That’s neat to
bring together such diversity that
we have. They’re all on the same
page and that’s pretty special.”
Superintendent Alvin Crawley lauded Maxey for her years
of service to ACPS students.
“Suzanne has been more
than just a strong instructional leader, who has been a real
champion for her students,”
he said. “She has always put
the needs of her students first
and we have been lucky to
have her.”
And Mother Maxey offered
a few words of advice for students before she leaves at the
end of the school year.
“Don’t sell yourself short
and believe in yourself. You
don’t get in life what you want;
you get what you work for.
Keep a sense of humor. Life is
short. Enjoy it!”

the football team. As a college you’re exhausted,” she said. fresh eyes who will then make
student and football player now, “[You] kind of lose a little bit other kinds of changes. I think
my mindset is to do the right of your mojo, for lack of bet- that’s how schools stay fresh.”
thing every time. When I look ter way of saying it. And you
But it’s doubtful school will
at my work, I can hear Mama really need to move on and ever be far from Maxey’s life nor
Maxey saying ‘Strive for the let someone else come in with will the love of the students fade
best, Kevin.’”
The Maxeys have
two sons and two
granddaughters and
are building a new
home in Clarksburg,
Md. to be closer to
Tradition with a Twist
their family. Maxey
would like to spend
more time with her
mother, who lives in
Maryland and is suffering from dementia.
The trip to see her
mother every weekend isn’t enough, she
said.
“She needs more
of me than that,” she
said.
When she was
hired, Maxey said she
expected to stay with
the job five years.
“I have this theory: You come into
a school that needs
things done, and
you do all of these
Monday–Friday 10aM–6pM | Saturday 10aM–5pM | Sunday 12pM–5pM
things and you move
210
n.
Lee Street, alexandria, Va 22314 703-299-0145 www.tchoupitoulasFurnishings.com
and you groove and
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Let’s Eat

A special advertising feature
of the Alexandria Times

Fine French dining in the
heart of Old Town

Le Refuge is a fine dining country French restaurant, with the perfect feel for a date or special dinner.
Yet, once patrons experience the
phenomenal cuisine and reasonable
prices combined with a wonderful
setting, they will keep coming back
at any time of year.
Some of the most popular
winter dishes on the traditional
French menu are the cassoulet
maison, beef wellington, frogs’
legs, rack of lamb and shad roe
season. Regulars maintain that the
coq au vin’s tender chicken in a
reduction sauce is simply stupendous and the best anywhere, while
other guests swear by the escargot
and the bouillabaisse.
To whet the appetite at Le

Refuge, the most popular starters are the French onion soup
or the homemade split pea soup
with smoked sausage. Dessert
lovers will love the cream carmel or cream brulee. In a matter
of weeks, the spring menu will
be ready for sampling by guests,
even though the groundhog predicted another six weeks of winter
earlier this year.
For over 30 years, owner Francois Chaufour, his daughter and
son-in-law have gained a reputation for their superb French cuisine
in the heart of Old Town. On any
day, the menu is available for ordering a la carte, but there are also
pre-fix options, like a three-course
lunch for $18.95 and the “Pre &

Post-Theater” three-course menu
available for $27.95. Both are on
offer on non-holiday Mondays,
with the dinner option offered on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. and 9 to 10 p.m.
Le Refuge is truly a taste of
France right here in the Port City,
and with its varied menu, you will
find plenty of reasons to make it a
frequent haunt.
Le Refuge is located at 127C N.
Washington St., and is open for lunch
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and dinner
5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Monday
through Saturday. Call 703-548-4661
or visit www.lerefugealexandria.com
for more information and to make a
reservation.

& Sushi bar

Valentine Day Royal Treatment
At Royal Thai With Sushi Bar
Located in Old Town North, Alexandria
801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

A LOCAL FAVORITE

of Alexandrians for many years!

203 The Strand

Alexandria, VA
(703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Located on the Alexandria
Waterfront, Chadwicks is a
welcoming destination for great
steaks, seafood, salads, burgers
and an extensive beer selection.

Hunting Creek
~ nOw Open ~

1106 King St., Old tOwn, AlexAndriA
Where Steaklovers Go in Alexandria!
Featuring delicious local Roseda Farm steaks =
Super Fresh, Cooked to Perfection, Hormone & Antibiotic Free.

Best
Bets

}

Filet of Beef, Ribeye, New York Steak,
Porterhouse, Grilled Pork Chop
Hours

Tues-Thurs 5-10
Friday, Saturday 5-11
Sunday 4-9

Bar Hours

Tues-Thurs 5-12am
Friday, Saturday 5-1am
Sunday 4-11

View our full menu & make a reservation today!
703.836.5126 | www.huntingcreeksteak.com

C elebrate Valentine’s D ay
friDay - sunDay

with our special three-course prix fixe dinner
in addition to our regular menu

Call today for Valentines Dinner reservations
1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-0001 ♥ www.indigolanding.com
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Let’s Eat

Majestic Cafe undergoes leadership shakeup
Restaurant’s management
now under the wing of
Virtue Feed & Grain
By Susan hale thomas
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To feature
your store in

Let’s Eat

Contact Alexandria Times
at 703-739-0001 or
sales@alextimes.com

Old Town’s historic Majestic
Cafe has undergone some changes
recently with the loss of chef Shannon Overmiller. Overmiller officially left the restaurant January 18
to work for Seasons Culinary Services, a food service management
group located in Alexandria.
On January 19, immediately after Overmiller’s departure, owners
of Eat Good Food Group, Cathal
Armstrong, his wife Meshelle Armstrong and Todd Thrasher decided
to part ways with the Majestic,
forcing the restaurant to close. Eat
Good Food Group currently operates Restaurant Eve, Eamonn’s, PX
and Society Fair. In May 2013, the
group severed ties with Virtue Feed
& Grain.
During the management transition, the Majestic closed for four
days to inventory goods and rework

PHOTO/Susan hale thomas

the menu as recipes belonging to the
group were taken with the Eat Good
Food’s departure.
Virtue’s Bar Manager Clifton
Brown said that staff at Majestic
were worried about losing their jobs
because of the management change,
but there were in fact no redundancies. Those few staff that did leave
departed by choice.

“New management put things
back in order, got the restaurant reopened for dinners only, and then
three days later was back in full operation to serve a new lunch menu
as well,” Brown said.
The full brunch offering should
be back in early March.
The Majestic is now under the
management of Alexandria Restaurant Partners, who also run Virtue
Feed & Grain.
ARP Partner Murray Bonitt
said the group was excited to have
brought Jorge Pimentel on as Majestic’s new chef. Pimentel was
executive chef at El Rey, Satellite
Room and The Brixton, and has
also worked at Brabo.
Bonitt said the restaurant’s interior has been freshly painted; new
lighting was installed and new art
has been purchased. Plans are underway to change the hosting area
and extend the bar by adding additional seating. Changes to the interior are expected to be complete in
30 days.
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SCENE AROUND TOWN
Q&A
with

Deirdre Reilly

Singer-songwriter talks about
her music and influences
ahead of Murphy’s concert

You tour Ireland a great
deal. Is it a country you feel
a strong connection to?

By Chris Teale

Absolutely, it’s like my second home. Especially because
when I’m over in Ireland, I get
to sing country music, that’s
the market I’m more known
for in Ireland. There’s country
music going seven nights a
week over there, it’s amazing.
I love being there because the
appreciation that the people
have and the support they have
for country music is good for
your heart.

Born to Irish parents in
Massachusetts, Deirdre Reilly
has gained an enormous and
loyal following in both American country music and the
Irish-American
community
across the country.
She has released seven studio albums, and after a brief
hiatus from touring, she is
back on the circuit and returning to Alexandria, where she
will play an intimate concert at
Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub.
In the lead-up to her appearance — where former Ireland’s
Own owner Pat Troy will act
as master of ceremonies — she
took some time to discuss her
career, her influences and her
love for the Port City.

gear and I was going to go out on
the road. I’m very thankful for
the opportunity that I was given
through Leo to get up there and
start performing, because the
minute I started doing it and then
I started getting paid for it, wow.
I don’t have any regrets because I’ve been very blessed and
have met so many great producers and songwriters and people.
To watch the reaction of people
when you sing a song and it either makes them smile, sometimes it might make them cry, I
love to see how songs and how
music affects people.

Courtesy Photo

Deirdre Reilly has recorded seven studio albums, and returns to Alexandria after three years away for one night at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub.

Note: this interview has been
edited for length
Alexandria Times: You’ve
described yourself in the past
as being “Made in Ireland but
born in the USA.” How does
that background influence
your music?
Deirdre Reilly: Yes, my mother and father were both born in
Ireland — my mother is a Cork
woman and my father was
from Mayo, and I was born in
Massachusetts. My father was
a great singer, he passed away
sadly last March and he was a
great influence on my musical
career.
He never did it professionally, but he would always
take his turn at a sing-song or
a party or whatever and both
my mother and father loved
country music. It’s so popular
in Ireland, and still is to this
day.

Courtesy Photo

Deirdre Reilly has been a fixture in the country music and IrishAmerican scenes for several decades, having been born in Massachusetts to Irish parents.

You started performing at
17 — what was that like as a
youngster, having to strike out
on your own and how important has it been in shaping you
as an artist?
Very important. When you’re
young, you’re fearless. I don’t
know how that happens but I remember starting to sing at 4 and
5 years old. My stepfather, Leo
Doherty, had a show band so I
grew up dying to get up on stage
and sing.
He used to let me get up
when I was maybe 10 or 12. I
just knew that as soon as I was
able to get my driving license, I
was going to get a car and buy

Is this your first time in
Alexandria?
I’ve been in Alexandria many
times before, with Pat Troy at
Ireland’s Own. I took a break
for the last three years, I haven’t
been doing a whole lot of touring because of watching over my
dad and making sure he’s okay.
When he passed in March, I took
my time and sorted out my head
and knew that my father would
want me to keep doing what it is
I’ve been doing all my life. I’m
getting back on track.
This is really exciting for me,
I get to see all my old friends
who I haven’t seen in years, and
I know all the people who are
coming, I probably will know

them all one-on-one, so I’m really looking forward to this reunion, it’s going to be awesome.

around all the shops. There’s a
great feeling amongst the people
in Alexandria, it’s wonderful.

What appeals to you about
coming to Alexandria? What
is it that keeps you coming
back as well as the personal
connection?

What should people who are
coming to your show expect
from the show you put on?

The appreciation for the music.
I’m very lucky that people who
come to see me, they know that
they’re probably going to get 50
percent Irish music and 50 percent country and maybe a song or
two that I wrote myself, so I try to
make it a little bit well-rounded.
The loyalty of the people too,
they don’t forget you.
I moved to Nashville and
was down there for 25 years,
and in the interim, I’d do these
tours and make my way to Alexandria and in the last three
years I haven’t been there, and I
can’t believe that the immediate
response, that people have supported me and didn’t forget me.
It’s a beautiful town, I’ve liked
to spend some time in it over the
years, and I’ve loved walking

It’ll probably be Irish songs,
country songs, songs I wrote
myself, a few stories in the
middle. I know Pat Troy is always a treat because he’s got a
lot to say. They’ve been calling
it an “Intimate Evening” with
me, and that’s what it’s going
to be. It’s going to be about 100
people in a room, and I’m going
to get to do what I love to do
and share my music with these
people that have become my
friends over the years
“An Intimate Evening with
Deirdre Reilly” at Murphy’s
Grand Irish Pub at 713 King
St., February 16, 6 to 10 p.m.
Tickets are limited, and cost
$20. They can be reserved by
calling 703-646-5702 or emailing musiclinkco@msn.com.
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Valentine’s Day in Alexandria

We ♥ Alexandria

Calendar
To have your event
considered for our
calendar listings,
please email
events@alextimes.com.
Each Monday
TAVERN TODDLERS Join other

families as you and your toddler (walkers
through 36 months) have fun in Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom.
Playtime features a craft table, book
corner, toys, as well as group dancing.
Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: American Legion, 400 Cameron St., check in at museum first.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

Now to February 14
BIRTHNIGHT BALL DANCE
CLASS In preparation for the

Birthnight Ball on February 14, learn

18th-century English country dancing
from expert dance instructors.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.shop.alexandriava.gov

DOWNTON ABBEY AT LEEFENDALL TOUR The Lee-Fendall

House will be offering special “Downton
Abbey” themed tours of the museum.
The tours will compare similarities
between people and places within the
world of the television series and those
of the Lee-Fendall House.
Time: 11 a.m. Saturdays
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614
Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789,
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org

Now to March 1
WALKING WITH WASHINGTON

See some of the over 140 places in Alexandria today that are associated with
George Washington. Admission is free.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: Ramsay House Visitors
Center, 221 King St.
Information: 703-539-2549, joeshumard@gmail.com or www.washingtonbirthday.net/events

February 14
GEORGE WASHINGTON’S
BIRTHNIGHT BANQUET AND
BALL Help re-create the famous

celebration of George Washington’s
birthday, set in the year 1799, with an
18th-century banquet, English country
dancing, dessert collation and character re-enactors. Tickets start at $125
per person, reservations required.
Time: 5:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
gadsbystavern.org

Join us this
Valentines day for

fixe Lunch
$39 3-course prix
or
3-course prix fixe Dinner $69
(Friday & Sunday night)

218 N. Lee Street | 703-683-1007
www.labergerie.com

BLUES BABIES Musician and
educator David B. Cole explores the
modernization of the blues and its
influence upon jazz, gospel, rhythm and
blues, rock ‘n’ roll, soul and other related
music genres. Admission is free.
Time: 12:30 to 2 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

(reservations recommended)

Celebrate Valentine’s
all weekend long at

Bistrot Royal

February 15

Friday, February 13th & Sunday February 15th

MADEIRA TASTING Enjoy George

A classic Parisian bistro
highlighting traditional French fare

Washington’s favorite drink on his festive
weekend. Learn about the history of

Brought to you by
Bastille’s husband-wife duo of
Chef Christophe & Michelle Poteaux

SEE Calendar | 21

1201 N. Royal St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
Reservations: 703.519.9110
Menu : www.bistrotroyal.com

Dare to Follow Your Heart
FebruarY 14, 2015
8:00pm concert, 7:00pm pre-concert chat
rachel M. Schlesinger
concert Hall and arts center

——————————————————————

Elizabeth Overmann

Soprano

———————————

So

FebruarY 15, 2015
3:30pm concert, 2:30pm pre-concert chat
Historic George washington
Masonic Memorial
———————————

MenDelSSoHn’S A Midsummer Night’s Dream,
selections from Mozart’S

The Magic Flute

$5 Youth, $10 Student, $20 to $80 adult

703-548-0885

——————————————————————
——————————————————————
Kim Allen Kluge

Music Director

www.alexsym.org

and more

ld

ou

t!

God of Carnage

2/28 - 3/21

God of Carnage - Join us for the show that the
New York Times called, “Satisfying primitive
entertainment.” A playground altercation
between two boys brings together two sets
of parents for a meeting to resolve the
matter. At first all is well, but as the evening
progresses, the rum flows, the gloves come
off the night becomes a side-splitting freefor-all with parents behaving badly! Just how
easy is it for the veneer covering our animal
brutality to be stripped away? Come see
this 2009 Tony Award winner and find out!
Warning - show contains adult language.

DARE TO

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
let the Music
be the
soundtrack of your .life!
.
The 2014-2015 ASO Season
w w w t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e c o m
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Amidst defeat, plenty of positives for Cardinals
Ireton girls basketball
moving in right direction
under new coach
By Chris Teale

It is often said that a team
learns more about itself in defeat
than in victory, so Bishop Ireton’s 69-45 defeat at home to St.
Mary’s Ryken in girls basketball
certainly will have served as an
educational experience.
Learning from every game
is something that first-year
Photo/Chris Teale
Photo/Chris Teale
head coach Jason Harris has
Alex Stipano (No. 3), Charlotte Sofield (No. 20) and CeCe Leone (No. Bishop Ireton’s first-year Head Coach Jason Harris gives instrucemphasized to his Cardinals 23) look on as Cardinals teammate Shannon Corridon shoots a free tions to his players during a timeout. The Cardinals lost 69-45 at
roster, as they have improved throw. Ireton went on to lost 69-45 against St. Mary’s Ryken.
home to St. Mary’s Ryken.
beyond all recognition in the
tain this good direction in future
we don’t talk to each other out of in, everybody starts to buy in.
Washington Catholic Athletic cord at press time, after Harris
“There’s no selfishness on years, with five seniors set to
the season,” he explained after
Conference from the team that brought in a new ethos designed
the game. “What we really try the team. Nobody’s really wor- graduate at the end of the seaonly a few years ago brought to bring his players closer toto do is communicate with each ried about stats, we’re not really son. But with sophomores Aida 66-game conference losing gether both on and off the court.
other, try to do things together. worried about who has the most an Phillips and Sarah Innis set
“What I’ve tried to implestreak to an end.
We go bowling, we have dinners assists or blocks or anything like to stay on the court after a year
Now, Ireton stands on the ment is that we’re a family, inbefore games, sometimes we that. It’s the team goals, every- with the Varsity squad and a
brink of a playoff campaign stead of being just a team that
number of other talented undermay have dinners on weekends, thing is about the team.”
in the WCAC with a 14-14 re- plays during the season and then
In the game against the classmen, he believes the comwe’ve been to school plays.
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Local couple hopes to bring
beer garden to Old Town
By Susan hale thomas

Courtesy Photo

Ryan and
Sarah Schradin
toured breweries and brewing
regions all
over America
to learn more
about beer.
Sarah is pictured here at
Russian River
Brewing Co.
The Schradins
hope to bring
that passion
to Old Town,
as they raise
money to open
a local beer
garden.

Beer connoisseurs will be
licking the froth from their lips
when they hear that plans for
a beer garden are underway
across from the King Street
Metrorail station. Brew enthusiasts and entrepreneurs Ryan
and Sarah Schradin hope to
have at least 30 craft beer taps
flowing at Good Beer if they
can get financial backing.
The Schradins are looking
to remodel the space at 1725
Duke St., formerly Stella’s Restaurant, to create a beer garden,
gastropub and specialty beer
shop. By offering unique and
lesser-known quality beers from microbreweries, nanobreweries and brewing
companies across the
globe, the Schradins
are hoping to lure discerning beer fans out
there to a community
indoor-outdoor pub.
The first-time
business owners are
using their savings,
exploring different
opportunities through
the Small Business
Development Center
and have launched a
Kickstarter campaign
seeking $50,000 to
finance initial building plans and regulatory requirements to get the
project started.
“We love beer so much,
we’re looking to make a lifetime commitment to it by making beer our business,” Ryan
Schradin said.
Given Stella’s was a restaurant that served alcohol and
food both indoors and outdoors, the Schradins are optimistic the city will approve
their idea. The location has
easy Metro access and underground parking.
Schradin dismisses concerns that the establishment
would attract a beer pong
crowd.
“This is craft beer, not Miller Lite,” he said. “You won’t

see drunks roaming the neighborhood after a long night of
drinking games.”
Beer seems to be part of the
couple’s way of life.
“We’re big fans of craft
beer, so much so we do beer
tourism,” he said.
The couple explored the
breweries of northern California, Michigan, Minnesota, New
Jersey and Mexico in search
of the ultimate beer. There are
hundreds of sours, big IPAs, big
imperials and stouts waiting to
be discovered.
Ryan Schradin speaks of
beer with the conviction of a
religious convert.
“In Marshall, Mich. at the

Dark Horse Brewery, I tasted
a Russian Imperial stout called
Plead the Fifth,” he said. “It’s
barrel-aged and made it such a
small quantity. I had my mind
blown and it was hands down
the best beer I’ve ever had.”
The Schradins want to
bring that experience to the
Port City. The couple believes
a good relationship with their
distributors, a vast knowledge
of craft beer and knowing what
to ask for, will enable them to
offer Alexandrians innovative
beers selections in a fun neighborhood atmosphere.
“If we can’t live our passion somewhere, we’ll create
it,” Ryan said.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Sally ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

Looking for love, 7 year old Sally is one of

our require
sweetest
girls.sometimes.
She loves “Sarah’s
attention;
Puppies
surgery
Fund”

loves to
be held
and pets
petted.
in temperament,
provides
Shelter
with Mellow
needed procedures.
Sally will do well in a home where relaxation is
encouraged.
This puppy will soon
undergo an operation to repair
“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

This little Valentine will love you

thedonation
whole year
Your five-dollar
addsthrough.
to Sarah’s Fund and
together with contributions of others, ensures that
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE
medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PETS OF OUR CITY, PLEASE VISIT

www.ALExADANDRIAANIMALS.ORg
FOR MORE
INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL

703-746-4774 OR VISIT
USRINg
AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE
OR
703-746-4774.

THANK
THANk YOU
yOU

The Alexandria
AlexandriaAnimal
Animal Shelter’s
Shelter’sPet
Petof
ofthe
the
The
Week
is
sponsored
by
Diann
Hicks
Carlson,
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding
finding
homes
for pets
humans,
alike.
homes
for pets
andand
humans,
alike.
www.diannhicks.com

14 | February 12, 2015

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM

Ed u cation
Section

SSSAS robotics team wins prestigious award,
The St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes Upper School robotics
team, Thunder Stone, was part
of the winning alliance that
succeeded in the Southwest
Virginia FIRST Tech Challenge Qualifying Tournament
in Cedar Bluff, Va. last month.
SSSAS advances to compete in
the Virginia FTC Championship Tournament on February
28 in Richmond.
High school teams from all
across Virginia participated in
the competition, with only a few
qualifying for states. The Saints
robotics team has qualified and
competed in the state competition for the last two years. FIRST
(For Inspiration and Recognition
of Science and Technology) is a
not-for-profit, volunteer-driven
organization founded in 1989.
During the competition,
teams were judged based upon
robot design, robot performance, an interview, strategy
of play, functionality, efficiency and creativity of the robot
design, and thoroughness of

the engineering notebook.
The highlight of the competition for the team was winning
the Inspire Award, the most
prestigious honor bestowed
upon a First Tech Challenge
team; the team placed second
for this award at last year’s
competition. In addition, the
Saints team was nominated as a
finalist for the Motivate Award
and the Connect Award.
SSSAS team members who
participated in the state quali-

fying competition were juniors
Nicki Gray, Katie Henshaw,
Dokken Shapero and Nolan
Thompson, and senior Khalil
Hoque. The team meets several
times a week and even some
weekends to familiarize themselves with the parts, mechanisms, and motors and to prepare for challenges. They also
compete in numerous competitions throughout the year, including one in December where
they won the Judges Award.

As the American Library Association prepared to announce its 2015
Caldecott Medal winner, Alexandria Country Day School 5th graders
selected nine picture books published in the U.S. during the past year
as finalists for the 2015 ACDS Mock Caldecott. In small groups, the
students selected a finalist for which to advocate and created a video
with arguments in favor of their book winning. After watching all of
the videos, the students voted on one winner and two honor books
for the ACDS Mock Caldecott. The winner of the ACDS Mock Caldecott
Medal is Sam and Dave Dig a Hole by Mac Barnett and Jon Klassen.
Although the book did not receive the actual Caldecott Medal, the
American Library Association did name Sam and Dave Dig a Holeone
of six 2015 Caldecott Honor books.

St. Mary’s

Catholic School
Join us for our Prospective Parents Open House
on Thursday, February 19 th from 8:30 am- 11:00 am
Accepting Applications for 2015 – 2016

RSVP to: Mrs. Lisa Bright, Registrar • 703-549-1646, ext. #4910
400 Green Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | www.smsva.org

Mrs. Janet M. Cantwell, Principal
National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence

How
Haiti
Helps
Ireton

Bishop Ireton celebrated its
relationship last month with its
sister school in Haiti the best
way a high school knows how:
a dance. While this winter formal focused on gathering funds
(over $10,000) to send to Ireton’s sister school, Louverture
Cleary School (LCS) in Portau-Prince, the students in both
countries gained something
worth more than cash.
For over 20 years LCS, a
joint primary and secondary
school in Haiti, has had a relationship with Bishop Ireton. This
began when LCS called on Ireton teachers in need of assistance
with professional development.
Two teachers went that summer,
but when they returned their
hearts never really left the Haitian school. One of the teachers,
Catherine Melanson, helped to
institute the Haitian Project. This
charity that administrates funds
to Louverture Clearyat Bishop
Ireton in order to involve Ireton
to help the cause.
Ever since, both Ireton and
LCS students have been shaped
by their relationship with each
other. LCS students are selected from the poorest families

in Haiti in order to receive an
education that will enable them
to help their country. LCS students benefit the most from the
moral support that Ireton provides. The idea that a school so
far away in the United States always prays for them even when
the world and the media moves
on, gives Haitian students hope
and fortitude. Haiti needed an
earthquake for the world to
notice this country. But many
forget that Haiti struggled for
decades before the earthquake
and still struggles years after
this disaster.
Bishop Ireton students benefit from the relationship with
Louverture Cleary in a similar
fashion. In the United States it
is easy to forget that there are
people around the world exactly
like us, but in a different, often
unpleasant predicament. The
relationship keeps the American
students grounded by broadening their perspectives of the
world, and of the people who
live in it. In addition, Cleary
students give Ireton students
motivation to take up action and
responsibility in service to others and their community.
Courtesy photo

Mr. Stephen Crooker, director
of instruction at Bishop Ireton
High School, announced that senior James W. Beane has been
named a Finalist in the National
Achievement Scholarship Program. Wendell is one of approximately 1,200 black American
high school seniors nationwide
to achieve this honor.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

February 12, 2015 | 15

Immanuel Lutheran School welcomes
Lt. Gen. Douglas J. Robb
On Thursday, January 29,
Immanuel Lutheran School
(ILS), welcomed special guest,
Lt. General Douglas Robb, Director, Defense Health Agency
(DHA), who spoke to students
about service in the community as a part of National Lutheran Schools Week. General Robb was joined for his
presentation by several other
military medical professionals
from the United States Army
and Navy.
ILS students and faculty
celebrated National Lutheran
Schools Week with a focus
on service. Each day, students
were introduced to ideas about
serving others and showing
mercy, from home to school,
church to community. Thursday’s focus was service to the

community, and Gen. Robb
and his colleagues spoke about
their roles serving our community as medical professionals
in the military.
“What a wonderful opportunity it was for us to speak
to the students of ILS,” commented Gen. Robb. “My colleagues and I representing our
Nation’s Army, Navy, and Air
Force were pleased to have
an opportunity to tell our
story of having the honor &
privilege of serving our Nation in both the Medical and
Military Professions. Your
students were energetic and
bright, clearly an outstanding
representation of the young
people of America. It was an
absolute thrill for us!”
“We were so thrilled to

have this opportunity to welcome Gen. Robb and his
colleagues to ILS,” said Immanuel Lutheran School
headmaster, Julia Habrecht.
“Gen. Robb’s career embodies service in his various
roles as a doctor and military
officer and now leader of the
Defense Health Agency. This
was an excellent opportunity
for our students to meet and
hear from him about his career and experience, as well as
learn about the commitment to
serving others truly embodied
by the men and women of our
armed forces. We are deeply
grateful to Gen. Robb for his
service to our country and also
for taking the time to share his
perspectives on service with
our students.”

SSSAS Celebrates Martin Luther King Jr.
Every year on the third Monday of January, Americans celebrate the life and achievement
of one of our most respected
citizens — Martin Luther King
Jr. — St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School students took this
special opportunity last week to
pay tribute to Dr. King through
a number of diverse activities.
The entire Lower School
participated in an active assembly in his honor, and second
grade students took a field trip
to the Martin Luther King, Jr.
National Memorial in Washington, D.C., which Second Grade
Teacher Mary Jane Pessaud said
makes the assembly especially
meaningful for our students.
“Sitting in front of the 30foot tall statue of Martin Luther
King, Jr. allowed our students to
‘look’ at Dr. King while thinking about what they would say
to him if they met him in person.
The assembly allowed students
to make a stronger connection
to Dr. King and really think
about who he was, and how he
changed the world for them as
students,” Mrs. Pessaud said.
The Middle School held a

special chapel service that included readings and short talks
written and delivered by our
UNITE and Courageous Conversations students. UNITE
(Unite Now in Tolerance and Equity) is a Middle School student
group that looks at our school
community and the adolescent
experience of discrimination,
stereotyping, and prejudice. The
Middle School Courageous Conversations Group provides a safe
space for discussions about identity, cross-cultural relationships,
inter-school diversity related interactions, and language. Learn
more about SSSAS multiculturalism groups and committees.

The Upper School held a
multicultural assembly followed by student-led forums on
how stereotypes affect us as a
community. KiKi Davis, director of multicultural education,
diversity, and equity initiatives,
said it was important for our
students to have these honest
discussions.
“This activity allowed our
students to have an open dialogue about how they can break
down barriers and become a
stronger community,” said Ms.
Davis. “The more people know
about each other, the more we
can relate our own experiences
to others.”

Courtesy photo

The St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School Upper Level Latin team
won the Flint Hill Certamen last month. The team consisting of Ann
Bailey ’16, Drew Butler ’15, Will Siegmund ’15, and Zach Tilch ’15
was able to defeat Herndon High School and Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Technology to win the prestigious title.
The final score was SSSAS 165, Herndon 85, and Thomas Jefferson 65. SSSAS had most recently won the Flint Hill Certamen in
2010. In addition, the Level 3 team consisting of Jacob Reinsdorf
’17, Malcolm Reynolds ’17, Kathryn Riggs ’17, and JP Wilusz ’17
placed third at this challenging competition.

St. Rita principal given
national award
St. Rita School is thrilled
to announce that principal,
Mary Pat Schlickenmaier, has
been awarded the 2015 National Catholic Educational
Association (NCEA) Elementary Schools Department Distinguished Principal Award.
This national award is presented to only nine awardees
across the United States.
The prestigious Distinguished Principal Award honors principals for outstanding
leadership and promotion of
elementary education. Principals are chosen for the award
based on evidence of exceptional contributions including consistently high levels
of student achievement and
examples of service that goes
above and beyond what is expected in the usual school program. Supporting documents
from parents and faculty are
used to confirm that the principal is a force for positive
change and inspires teachers
to achieve and contribute to
the school environment.

Mrs. Schlickenmaier was
nominated for the Distinguished Principal Award by
the Arlington Diocese Superintendent of Schools. She
is the first principal in the
diocese to be honored with
this award. St. Rita School
is fortunate to have 17 years
of leadership under Mrs.
Schlickenmaier.
For her, the school is an
extension of her own family
and she knows each student
by name. Mrs. Schlickenmaier’s leadership is responsible for a robust student
enrollment, capital improvements to the school and
stable teacher tenure. Her
experience as both a teacher
and a principal results in a
challenging curriculum and
a peaceful environment in
which students can learn and
grow. Please join us in congratulating Mrs. Schlickenmaier on being recognized
for her outstanding efforts
on behalf of the children and
families of St. Rita School.
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Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

s

~ It’s tIme to NomINate a WomaN! ~
Empowered Women International is now accepting nominations and applications for its
Entrepreneur Fellowship for Women Class
2015. The program offers entrepreneurship
training, mentoring and financial education
that enable women to create and expand micro-businesses,
build
confidence
develop
Every Friday,
Saturday
and and
Sunday
December
5-21,mentors
2014 and businetworks with
other women,
22, 23 & 24, 2014
nesses in December
our community.

Alexandria's
Holiday Market

The program starts in March in
Alexandria, VA.
Stop by Volunteer Alexandria and Hunger-Free

Alexandria’s tents for toys and canned food donations

PHOTO/HENRI DE MARNE

Covering a crawl space floor with at least 6-mil plastic sheeting will help to keep the area dry and help
prevent mold formation.

Gutters
FROM | 16

that disappears when I leave
the house and go to other
buildings.
I assume I am reacting to
mold or mildew and guessing it is from the crawl space.
There are small vents to the
space, but there is not enough
distance between the sand
and the floor joists for a person to get in and move about
to do much. Do you have any
suggestions?
— South Burlington, Vt.,
via email
A: Your allergic reaction
can very well be from moisture in the crawl space. Even
sand can exude considerable
amounts of moisture, although it may seem dry.
The solution would be to
get a small and agile person
to crawl in there and lay 6-mil
plastic thoroughly over the entire crawl space.
Once any mildew smell
is gone, the vents should be
closed, as they introduce cold
air in the winter and humidity
in the summer.

Q: The windows in my
brother’s 15-year-old house
are rotting. They were made
by ROW. He got a quote to replace them with Andersen windows. Is that a good choice?
— via email
A: It’s a very good choice.
Andersen Windows makes highquality windows and it is one
of the leaders in the industry.
Q: Your info on cleaning a
cedar deck requires a bath with
equal parts of Oxy-Boost and
Deck & Patio cleaner. I have the
Oxy-Boost and the deck cleaner, but the deck cleaner I have
is in a bottle that is a liquid and
is dispensed by a hose. Is there
a cleaner that will be a powder
that will mix with the Oxy instead? Thank you for your help.
— via email
A: My recommendation is to
use a mixture of equal parts
Oxy-Boost and Deck & Patio Cleaner powders by EcoGeeks dissolved in hot water.
I am not aware that EcoGeeks’
Deck & Patio Cleaner comes
in liquid form; you must either have a different brand or

the powder may have already
been mixed with water.
The sodium percarbonate
in Oxy-Boost and Deck & Patio cleaner, once mixed in hot
water, has a very short life and
the solution needs to be used
within a couple hours to be as
effective as possible. So it is
important to mix only as much
solution as can be used in that
time. You can buy both OxyBoost and Deck & Patio Cleaner at www.ecogeeks.com.
Q: We recently purchased a
condo that has pre-finished oak
wood floors throughout most of
the unit. Can you recommend
the best way to clean them? Will
products like Bona, Swiffer,
etc., or a steam cleaning, be a
problem because of the micro
grooves that are not sealed as in
a finished, on-site floor?
— Vermont, via email
A: You can wipe the floors
with a Swiffer pad after a slight
misting with water. It will pick
up any dust on the wood. You
can also wipe the floor with
what is considered the best
floor cleaner: Bona. Do not use
steam on a wood floor.

ToOutdoor
nominate European
a woman, apply
or learn
more
Style
Market
www.ewint.org,
Art & visit
Craft Vendors
| Children’s Corner
Glühwein Hot
Wineprograms@ewint.org
| Diverse Food Selections | Live Music
email
300 John
Carlyle
Street – Alexandria
or call 571-312-4781.

alexandriaholidaymarket.com

Partners

&
B
S

EVENT MANAGEMENT
Superior work with Brilliant results
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Our View
Departing T.C. Williams
principal a tough act
to follow
Alexandria has many educators who work tirelessly
to teach and nurture our city’s children. Few, however,
have had the impact of T.C. Williams principal Suzanne
Maxey, who announced last week that she is retiring after
40 years in education.
Maxey has accomplished a lot in her five years at
T.C.’s helm. On her watch, student achievement, graduation rates and the number of minority students taking AP
classes increased, while suspensions decreased. In addition, the school successfully opened the International
Academy for English Language Learners, improved the
athletic program and became a four-time Blue Ribbon
School for the Arts.
She did all of this during a tumultuous time at Alexandria City Public Schools in general, as the district endured financial scandals, transportation issues, the resignation of one superintendent and the hiring of another.
By all accounts, Maxey cares deeply about her students, and is involved with them on a micro level even as
she manages overall school operations.
Maxey and her husband Bob, who is director of student activities at Mount Vernon High School, are retiring
at the same time and moving to Maryland to be nearer to
their children, grandchildren and Maxey’s mother.
Maxey is also to be commended for fulfilling the fiveyear commitment she made to ACPS when she was hired.
Five years is a good amount of time in a post like this:
it is long enough to provide stability and allow for real
achievement, yet short enough to avoid becoming either
complacent or burned out.
Her tenure also stands in contrast to that of recently
departed City Manager Rashad Young, who left Alexandria after only three years and left officials to face another costly search for a replacement.
ACPS Superintendent Alvin Crawley said a nationwide search for Maxey’s replacement has begun. The
district plans to name a new principal by April and that
person will take the reins at T.C. in July.
The school district is seeking input from community
members on the characteristics they deem most important
for a new superintendent to possess. Alexandria residents
can participate in this process either by completing an
online survey at www.acpsk12.va.us or by attending a
community meeting. We encourage as many residents as
possible to give their input to this process.
T.C. Williams has been fortunate to have leaders as
capable as Maxey and former, long-time principal John
Porter — currently president and CEO of ACT for Alexandria — at its helm. Here’s hoping that Maxey’s successor is equally as capable.

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

ATC funding must not be cut
To the editor:
The Alexandria City Public School budget is currently
being deliberated and the superintendent’s proposal calls
for cuts to the Community
Partners program from which
the Alexandria Tutoring Consortium (ATC) funding is
drawn. Cuts to the ATC budget would limit the number of
schools, volunteers and ultimately children who benefit
from this program.
As a third-year volunteer
with the ATC Book Buddies program, I would like
to acknowledge the ATC for
the high quality of this early
literacy program. The time
I spend working with my
young reader is richly rewarding for me, and I can tell
by his progress that he benefits from our time together.
Moreover, it is gratifying to

know that among the children
in the ATC programs who
were reading below grade
level at the beginning of the
year, over 80 percent were
reading at or above benchmark levels by the end of the
year. Having sound reading
skills is a major factor in academic achievement and a key
to yearly progress.
As a tutor, I feel as though
I receive more than sufficient
instruction and teaching tools
to ensure that the time I spend
with my first grade “buddy”
is productive and beneficial.
Based on an approach developed at the Curry School of
Education of the University
of Virginia, I am given a lesson plan for each 30-60 minute session. The lesson plan
is tailored to the needs of the
individual student and comes
with appropriate books and

word games to carry out the
session’s objectives. At the
end of the session, I take a
few minutes to jot down for
the Book Buddies coordinator my observations regarding the student’s progress,
any stumbling blocks he
might have encountered and
his successes during the session. This feedback guides
the coordinator in preparing
the next plan. I find the Book
Buddies coordinator to be accessible and only too willing
to help when I feel the need
to consult with her. She is a
very valuable resource.
While I am pleased to be
able to give back to the community in such a meaningful
way, even more satisfying is
the knowledge that my contribution makes a difference
SEE Tutors | 20
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Alexandria’s preservation is
up for grabs
will readily approve unconstrained develTo the editor:
A number of articles I read concern- opments. However, Alexandria’s historic
ing the blending of historic and new de- preservationists fear a repeat of the debavelopments in Charleston, S.C. struck cle that occurred in the 1960s, so they are
a familiar chord. The problem of new attempting to convince the city governdevelopments clashing with historical- ment that their long time love affair with
ly preserved structures is not unique to the developers needs to end.
Currently, a number of old, non-hisCharleston; it also directly impacts my
toric structures situated on the shores of
historic community of Alexandria.
I have had the distinct pleasure of at- the Potomac River are about to be demoltending two separate forums hosted by ished and replaced by a project that is inCharleston Mayor Joseph P. Riley, in congruous to the old and historic district.
which he highlighted the rigors of keep- In a number of cases, the mass and scale
ing historic communities historic. Mr. of some of the new structures in this project visibly dwarf adRiley knows how
to shepherd new
It is most ironic that jacent historic structures. It is imperative
developments in his
there is a television
that new structures not
historic city, since
historic in nature fit-in
he ensures that all documentary called
and connect to the old
new buildings “fit ‘Discovering Alexandria:
and historic district of
in” and connect to The Early Years’ which
Alexandria.
the historic district.
They need not look
It is readily apparent highlights the historic
historic, but they
that Mr. Riley also nature of Alexandria at
should not detract
regards his historic the same time its city
from what is curdistrict with a touch leaders are attempting
rently in place. When
of reverence due to
one compares the
its significant place to further eradicate it.”
careful stewardship
in history.
In addition, maintaining the historic of Charleston to the reckless squandercharacter of Charleston is important to ing of the historic nature of Old Town
its tourism. It was the first city in the by the city council and its staff, it is apnation to be covered by a preservation parent that Alexandria is in for a long and
ordinance. Alexandria has the third old- slow process of killing the goose that
est historic district in the U.S., and it laid the golden egg.
In due course, the old and historic disis comparable to Charleston in many
ways. It too, is on the water, it also has trict will become a meaningless jumble of
an old and historic district, and it also buildings that few will want to visit. It is
most ironic that there is a television docufaces development pressures.
Unfortunately, in the 1960s, six mentary called “Discovering Alexandria:
blocks of Alexandria’s Old and Historic The Early Years” which highlights the
District were razed under an urban re- historic nature of Alexandria at the same
newal program, and they were replaced time its city leaders are attempting to furby modern buildings that in no way are ther eradicate it.
As a direct descendant of George Maconnected to the historic district. Many
of us fear that Alexandria’s Old and His- son (the author of the Bill of Rights) who
was an Alexandria Council Member from
toric District is again under siege.
Over time, city council has incurred a 1754-1779 (along with George Washingdebt of $500 million, with an annual debt ton and others), I am confident that my
service of $64 million. Since the current ancestor would have had a “responsible
tax revenues are not providing a way out development” viewpoint. The aura and
of this dilemma, the solution is to build as charm of this historic community needs
much and as fast as possible, hoping that to live on, so that a century from now, the
revenues will eventually skyrocket and citizens of Alexandria will applaud our
efforts to preserve the history and charm
bail the city out.
In order to provide a fast track for ap- of this unique city, and not ask themproval, the Alexandria City Council has selves “what were they thinking?”
apparently appointed developer-friendly
- Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria
citizens to boards and commissions, who
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Alexandria in Action
with John Porter

Remembering an institution and
redirecting ourselves to do more
Alexandria prides itself on its rich integration of the city schools. After
history — and historical figures. Aside leaving the board, he continued to be a
from being known as George Washing- major influence in the school division
ton’s hometown, our city has played and our city. As the late Vola Lawson
an important role in the growth of our once described him, Mr. Day was “a
country over the years. The first death passionate advocate for educational
of the Civil War took place in Alexan- equality and excellence.”
There are many others, both fadria and much later Gerald Ford called
Alexandria home while serving as vice mous and obscure, who have played
president. We have certainly had our important roles in the history of our
country and city, but who are too ofshare of historical events and figures.
One of our more recent historical ten overlooked. However, we are now
figures is Ferdinand Day, who died able not only to be more aware of but
on January 2, 2015, at the age of 96. to learn more about their contribuMr. Day was one of many Alexandri- tions.
One way to do so is by visiting the
ans who helped guide our city during
the tumultuous and pivotal civil rights Alexandria Black History Museum
(902 Wythe St.) which will
era, both locally and nationprovide a wealth of inforally. While the civil rights
mation about the Africanmovement continues to this
American experience loday, the efforts of Mr. Day
cally and regionally. Cross
and numerous others in the
the street to visit the Charles
1960s and 1970s were cruHouston Recreation Center
cial in paving the way for
(901 Wythe St.) to view the
much needed changes in our
African-American Hall of
city and a country founded
John Porter
Fame which was dedicated
on the premise of equality
in June 2013 to honor those who have
for all.
Mr. Day was born in Alexandria in played important roles in the growth
1918, in what he would later describe our community. Follow these with
as “a typical southern port city… a visit to the African-American Heri[where] most of the problems inher- tage Park (500 Holland Lane), and the
ent in the Deep South were prevalent Freedman’s Cemetery (South Washhere...” While loving the city, he soon ington and Church streets) to learn
realized that being born here didn’t even more.
And, for those who would like a
necessarily mean he was able to benefit from all the city had to offer. After printed piece of this history, check
finishing elementary school in Alexan- out the African-American Hall of
dria, he had to travel across the river to Fame 2015 Commemorative CalenWashington to complete high school, dar which can be purchased online at
finishing in 1935. After graduating www.alexandriaafricanamericanhallfrom college, he was employed by the offame.org.
Let’s celebrate Black History
federal government as he was unable
to find work as a teacher in Alexan- Month by reflecting on the tremendria. But, he continued to live in and dous accomplishments of inspiring
do what he could to help make our city individuals who have helped our community evolve and thrive. But, let us
better for all of its residents.
In the 1960s, he became active in also commit ourselves to doing more
the civil rights movement. Viewing to ensure Alexandria truly becomes
education as an important equalizer, he that All-American city where opportusought and was appointed as the first nity and achievement combine to creAfrican-American on the city’s school ate the kind of community of which
board in 1965. He later became the first we can all be justly proud.
African-American chair of the school
board, a first in the Commonwealth of The writer is the president and CEO of
Virginia and played a major role in the
ACT for Alexandria.
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A direct route to George Washington’s home

T

his week, we continue
our discussion of the
man-made changes to
Great Hunting Creek and Cameron Run. With the construction of the Richmond Highway
causeway across the creek in
1809 and then the building of
a streetcar rail bridge across the
wide mouth of the waterway
at the turn of the 20th century,
impediments to proper drainage were well in place by 1900.
But within 30 years, a major
new construction project would
replace the elevated rail bridge
with a permanent land form,
further restricting the ebb and
flow of natural currents and
drainage flow far upstream.
At the time the streetcar rail
bridge was under construction,
an Alexandria business group
first proposed a new roadway to
link the nation’s capital with the
tourist haven, Mount Vernon,
15 miles away. As projected, the
new highway would cross the
Potomac River near Arlington
House, as well as at Great Hunting Creek on suspension bridges high above the waterways,
named the “Memorial Bridges”
in honor of the Civil War dead
and to reflect the reunification
of the Union and Confederate
states. In the rural wilderness
of Fairfax County, south of Alexandria, the highway would
include 13 rest areas, each featuring a large pavilion reflecting one of the original colonies,
with landscaping, architecture
and exhibits appropriate to the
earliest states.
By the late 1920s, Congress
finally authorized construction

of the George Washington
Memorial
Parkway, in honor of
the upcoming 200th
birthday of the nation’s first president
in 1932 as promoted by Alexandria
businessmen, albeit
without the more
lavish plans espoused nearly
three decades earlier. This time,
the plan called for a four-lane
“parkway”, modeled after those
constructed earlier by master
builder Robert Moses on New
York’s Long Island. The route
selected began at the Memorial
Bridge in Arlington, built much
lower than originally conceived
on a series of arched spans, and
continued along the Potomac
Riverfront through Alexandria,
across Great Hunting Creek
and into Fairfax County, where
two options were proposed.
One would continue the
road along the river frontage,
while the other would curve
a mile or so inland along a
high ridge, with panoramic
views across the river of the
rolling hills of Maryland. Alexandria officials objected to
the destruction of its growing
industrial area along the city’s
waterfront, and ultimately
the decision was made to utilize Washington Street as the
parkway route through the
city. Upon reaching the existing dead end at Great Hunting
Creek, federal authorities finally opted to appropriate the
now defunct streetcar rightof-way across the creek and
along the river through Fair-

fax County to Washington’s
beloved home. Even the old
streetcar turning circle at
Mount Vernon’s public entrance was retrofitted within
the parkway design.
But unlike the elevated
rail bridge or soaring suspension span envisioned earlier,
the stone bridge across the
very edge of Great Hunting
Creek’s bay-like mouth was
built as a low span of three
small arches, accessed from
the south by a causeway of
nearly half a mile. As seen
in this photograph, which
was taken in about 1990, the
causeway was built within the
river itself, about 50 feet parallel to the original shoreline,
along the edge of the Belle
Haven Country Club, whose
golf course and sand traps are
just visible to the left center of
the image. This new obstruction, and others yet to come,
would ultimately result in the
development of increased silting and the twisting shoals below the waterline, also visible
here, and cause significant
environmental changes to the
once strategic creek.
Out of the Attic is provided by
the Office of Historic Alexandria.

Weekly Poll
Last Week

Will an oversight committee solve the
mistrust between city staff and the
Fort Ward descendants?

78% No.
22% Yes.

46 votes

This Week

Did T.C. Williams Principal Suzanne
Maxey make a personal impact on you
or your child’s life?

A. Yes.
B. No.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

From the web
In response to “Outgoing
city manager reflects on
his tenure in Alexandria,”
February 5:
O. Jackson writes:
I don’t think two years on the
job is much time to complete anything as a city manager, as evidenced by Mr. Young failing to accomplish anything of note. Getting
to the top is always easier when
you stand on other people’s heads
and leapfrog around. Easier isn’t
always better. Hopefully our next
city manager will be better.

In response to
“Editorial: Schoolyard
funding raises concerns”
January 29:
Ken writes:
Well, since the city is in tens of
millions of dollars in debt, I can’t
believe a new field for an elementary school is even being debated.
Let’s focus in on creating revenue
and funding more priority city
budgets.
The kids might have to play
kickball a few more years on an eyesore field. They will be fine.

Tutors
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in a student’s achieving grade
level reading skills as opposed to
feeling forever behind and frustrated in school. Last year, just
after we had given out gift books
to our students at the end of the
year, I spotted a child proudly
sharing his books with a group of
his classmates — a heartwarming
example of how books and reading can increase not only educational but also social capital in
our schools. I encourage anyone
who loves children who might
be looking for a way to volunteer to consider an investment
in the ATC, a program that pays
great dividends. And I urge the
Alexandria School Board and the
superintendent to fully fund the
Community Partners budget.
-Kristin Langlykke
Alexandria
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calendar
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Madeira and its consumption by our
Founding Fathers while enjoying it
with food pairings.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or
gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

February 16
GEORGE WASHINGTON
BIRTHDAY PARADE The largest

February 12, 2015 | 21
Williams and a former member of the
Indianapolis Colts, discuss his career
in sport and some of his coaches
from Alexandria explain what made
him so special.
Time: 6:30 p.m. welcome reception,
7:15 p.m. program starts
Location: Old Dominion Boat Club,
1 King St.
Information: alexandriasportmansclub@gmail.com or www.alexandriavasports.org

February 19
SESQUICENTENNIAL LECTURE

parade celebrating Washington’s
birthday in the United States
marches a one-mile route through
Old Town. With nearly 3,500
participants, this community parade
honors one of the Port City’s favorite
sons.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: King Street at Royal Street
Information: 703-539-2549 or
www.washingtonbirthday.net

Fr. John Roddy, rector of the Church
of St. Andrew and St. Margaret, will
speak about ethics and morality in
the Civil War as part of Alexandria’s
Sesquicentennial Commemoration.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N.
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

PARADE DAY OPEN HOUSE

TEA WITH MARTHA WASHINGTON Experience history with

Enjoy the annual George Washington
parade and tour the Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum for free.
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information:703-746-3853 or
apothecary.museum@alexandriava.gov

PARADE DAY OPEN HOUSE

Enjoy the annual George Washington
parade and tour Carlyle House for free.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St.
Information:703-549-2997,
carlyle@nvrpa.org or www.carlylehouse.org

REVOLUTIONARY WAR REENACTMENT Historic camp and

tactical demonstrations throughout
the day including a Revolutionary
War skirmish at 2 p.m. between the
Redcoats and the Continental Army.
Admission is free.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum and
Historic Site, 4301 West Braddock
Road
Information: 703-539-2549,
joeshumard@gmail.com or www.
washingtonbirthday.net

February 17
HOMESCHOOL DAY: CELEBRATING WASHINGTON’S
BIRTHDAY In honor of George

Washington’s birthday on February
22, learn how the citizens of Alexandria celebrated his birthday in the late
1790s in Gadsby’s Tavern. Admission
is $8, adults free.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

TOMB CEREMONY Colonial mili-

tary and civilians honor the soldiers of
the American Revolution.
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Old Presbyterian Meeting
House, 323 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-539-2549,
joeshumard@gmail.com or www.
washingtonbirthday.net/events

REMEMBER RATCLIFF
THOMAS NIGHT Hear Ratcliff

Thomas, a two-sport star at T.C.

February 21-22
Martha Washington as she discusses
18th-century tea customs as well as
the fashion of the period. Party attire
requested. Admission is $25.
Time: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or
gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

February 21
IF YOU LIVED IN SLAVERY

Participants will experience the house
from the perspective of its enslaved
inhabitants, exploring the unique differences between slavery in cities and
on plantations. The tour will include the
servant’s wing and kitchen area with
its service bells, which are not regularly
open to the public.
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Lee-Fendall House Museum & Garden, 614 Oronoco St.
Information: 703-548-1789,
contact@leefendallhouse.org or www.
leefendallhouse.org

BLACK HISTORY LIVE WITH
“THE CULTURE QUEEN” Jes-

sica “Culture Queen” Smith encourages children to take ownership of
their roles as cultural ambassadors
for their communities. She will take a
fresh and culturally-relevant approach
to enhancing children’s personal connections to local and national African
American history through music,
movement and crafts.
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: 703-746-4356

February 22
GEORGE WASHINGTON
SYMPOSIUM Each year, lead-

ing scholars of the life and era of
George Washington are invited to
the Memorial to share their insights.
The theme of this year’s George
Washington Symposium is “Liberty’s
Alliance: Washington, Lafayette and
Europeans’ Support of American
Independence,” with three speakers
scheduled: Stuart Leibiger of La Salle
University in Philadelphia; Benjamin
Huggins from the University of Virginia; and Julia Osman of Mississippi
State University. Admission is free.
Time: 1 p.m.

Location: George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: 703-683-2007 or
www.gwmemorial.org

February 23
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH
FIRST AID TRAINING (1 OF
2) The first of two sessions in which

people can learn how to give initial
help to someone showing signs of a
mental illness or mental health crisis.
Registration is free, with space limited
to 20 per class.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523,
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov
or www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

AGENDA: ALEXANDRIA

Agenda:Alexandria presents “Down
the Hatch: Alexandria’s Luscious
Libations” with Steve Bashore, Bill
Butcher and Todd Thrasher. Dinner
catered by Bittersweet Catering. Reservations required. Tickets cost $32
for members and $37 for non-members if reserved before February 20.
After February 20, tickets cost $37 for
members and $42 for non-members.
The program only is free to members
and $5 for non-members.
Time: Dinner at 6:45 p.m., program
at 7:15 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage 5000
Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 703-548-7089 or
agendaalexandria@aol.com

February 24
MUSIC AT MOUNT VERNON
CONCERT SERIES Three con-

certs of chamber music, performed by
members of the National Symphony
Orchestra. Each performance is prefaced by a brief piece of Mount Vernon
history, while afterwards guests enjoy
champagne and gourmet chocolates
with the musicians.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon: George
Washington’s Estate & Gardens,
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway
Information: 703-780-2000,
info@mountvernon.org or www.
mountvernon.org

February 25
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH
FIRST AID TRAINING (2 OF
2) The second of two sessions in

which people can learn how to give
initial help to someone showing
signs of a mental illness or mental
health crisis. Registration is free,
with space limited to 20 per class.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523,
donielle.marshall@alexandriava.gov
or www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

March 3
MORRISON HOUSE PRESENTS: HAMPTON MANSION
AND THE C Join local historian

John H. Sprinkle Jr., Ph.D of the National Park Service for an animated
discussion on the Hampton Mansion
and the establishment of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Morrison House Hotel,
116 S. Alfred St.
Information: archaeology@alexandriava.gov

March 4
CIVIL WAR LECTURE Scott

Nelson discusses the end of the
war and its aftermath, the ways that
Americans viewed the struggle by
1865 and how they began to form
their own understanding of it. Seating
is limited, $5 donation requested.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

March 7
JAVA JOLT – PALEOERA
ARTIFACTS AND ARTFORMS

William “Jack” Hranicky, a former
chair of the Alexandria Archaeological Commission, will present an
illustrated lecture on recently discovered Virginia artifacts and art forms.
Light refreshments will be served.
Seating is limited and reservations
are recommended.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Alexandria Archaeology
Museum, 105 N. Union St., Suite #327
Information: archaeology@alexandriava.gov

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE A

parade down King Street to celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day, with other events
including a dog show and a car show
on North Pitt Street.
Time: 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: King Street from Union to
Washington streets
Information: 703-475-9415 or
www.ballyshaners.org

March 11
FIRST LADIES OF THE CIVIL
WAR Though the use of PowerPoint,

explore the lives of Mary Todd and
Varina Howell with Kelly Hancock,
examining them not only as first
ladies but also as wives, mothers and
widows.
Time: 6:45 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Lloyd House, 220 N.
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4554

March 14
HER STORY: WOMEN IN ACTION Celebrate women and learn

about issues important to women and
girls in your community with hands-on
activities and the telling of Juliette
Gordon Low’s story. Admission costs
$6 per person, advance purchase
recommended.
Time: 3 to 4:15 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or
www.alexandriahistory.org

March 15
NOWRUZ FESTIVAL This Persian festival features performances
by singers & dancers, food and
artwork sales and the opportunity to
share in the culture.
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300
John Carlyle St.
Information: 202-369-1515 or
shohreh@noruzfestival.org

Obituaries
KEATING K. CARRIER (88),
of Alexandria,
January 30, 2015

BROWNIE E. DEANE (88),
formerly of Alexandria,
February 4, 2015

ELDON G. ELAM (92),
of Alexandria,
February 4, 2015

JOHN FONTANA (90),

of Alexandria, January 30, 2015

CLARENCE E. HALEY (77),
formerly of Alexandria,
February 2, 2015

MARTHA ANN LAFLEUR (73),
of Alexandria,
February 2, 2015

BRUCE A. LOWE (88),
of Alexandria,
February 5, 2015

MCINNES L. LYLES,
of Alexandria,
February 1, 2015

PHILIP H. MODLIN (88),
of Alexandria,
February 4, 2015

GAYLON C. MOOMAW, SR.,
of Alexandria,
January 31, 2015

BRIAN A. NYE (58),
of Allexandria,
January 25, 2015

ARLEEN B. RICHMAN,
of Alexandria,
February 3, 2015

VINCENT J. RILEY (86),
formerly of Alexandria,
January 21, 2015

DANNY R. TURNER (76),
of Alexandria,
February 4, 2015

NORMA VOGT (83),
of Alexandria,
January 31, 2015

SCOTT W. WHEELER,
of Alexandria,
February 5, 2015
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Weekly Words

72 Evoke, as a response
73 Give a new title to
75 Dandy’s neck wrap
76 Seven Wonders lighthouse
77 Everyone except the clergy
80 Kin of a tsunami
81 Disparaging look
84 Prepare to pop the question
85 “___ before beauty”
87 Clairvoyance, for short
90 Kind of sandwich
92 Straight man?
96 Starchy foodstuff
97 Keep up, as a conversation
98 Got more guns
103 Feature of a murder mystery

105
107
108
110
111
113
114
116
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
126

Rare baseball hit
Bat haven
Nigerian dollar
Photo ___ (camera sessions)
Mollusk-shell material
Check out groceries
Sax type
Table scraps
Colorado skiing destination
Contra- relative
Soap-making ingredients
Herd of whales
Fifth, for one
Kind of sleep
Always, in a sonnet
Greek “T”

Last Week’s Solution:

ROLE TO PLAY By Gary Cooper
across
1
6
11
19
20
21
22
24
25
26
28
29
30
32
35
38
40
43
45
46
48
51
52
54
55
57
59
62
63
64
66
68
70
71
74
75
78

Slacken off
“New York ___ of Mind”
Tailor
All-stops train
Hawk’s weapon
Long slender cigar
Player
Unwholly?
Cowboy topper
Make malicious remarks
Microscope part
Hog sound
“He’s ___ nowhere man ...”
Attempt, in basketball
Exuberant cries
Wizards
Cairo cobra
Farm mother
Blood system letters
Ready to tie the knot
Meditative martial art
Inferior dog
Ladled meal
Trouble saying “S”
It may be clogged
Korea Strait port, formerly
Mountain passes in India
Not even
Garage and yard events
Entertainment center item
Is sore
Blood red
Lead on Broadway
Law firm VIP
“___ bigger and better things!”
Clothing
Very practical

79 Some brown shades
82 ___, rattle and roll
83 Crime report initials
86 Express one’s view
88 Aired unfresh things
89 Petting
91 Legendary singer Johnny
93 Learned one
94 Bobby, the hockey legend
95 Private pupils
97 Silly, self-conscious smile
99 Before, before words
100 ___ many irons in the fire
101 Exiter’s exclamation
102 Angle that’s less than 90 		
			 degrees
104 Animal’s restraint
106 Ex-Ugly Duckling
109 Symbols of industry?
111 A stone’s throw away
112 Sally Ride’s org.
115 ___ Novo (Benin’s capital)
117 Amtrak announcement
121 Bits of dust
125 Go different ways
127 Think too highly of
128 Ravi’s instrument
129 Glitterati, e.g.
130 Bearing
131 Take place as a result
132 Sandwich spots, briefly
DOWN
1 “Sound of Music” setting
2 Dory or dinghy
3 Land measure
4 Arm decoration
5 Syllable omission
6 Offend the nose

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
23
24
27
31
33
		
34
35
36
37
38
39
41
42
44
47
49
50
53
56
58
60
61
65
67
69

Spigot
“Oh, were it not true!”
Merchant ship capacity
Constituting the full quantity
Sauna setting
English noble
Add to a poker pot
Large water conduits
A squirrel’s collection of nuts, e.g.
___ Aviv, Israel
Building annex, sometimes
Romano of sitcom fame
Government official abroad
Black-eyed edible
Bothersome type
Scottish landowner
Device that records fluctuating
voltages
Bald-spot cover
Hornet relatives
“It’s ___ time!”
Hardy brown-and-gray bird
Accident
Kin of a llama
Lots and lots
___ Beta Kappa
Seize forcibly
Large
Commotion
More out of one’s gourd
Have some
Contract signers
Closest
Drive-___ window
Brief quarrel
Mineral-bearing stuff
Scissors cut
Inner ear?
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Classifieds
ABC NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL
march - 2015
The items described below will be heard by
the Planning Commission and the City Council on the dates and times listed below. NOTICE: Some of the items listed below may
be placed on a consent calendar. A consent
item will be approved at the beginning of the
meeting without discussion unless someone
asks that it be taken off the consent calendar
and considered separately. The Planning
Commission reserves the right to recess and
continue the public hearing to a future date.
For further information call the Department
of Planning and Zoning on 703-746-4666 or
visit www.alexandriava.gov/planning.
ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2015
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2015
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
Special Use Permit #20140120
1575 Kenwood Avenue (Parcel Address:
1603 Peach Street) Hertz Local Edition
Public hearing and consideration of a request to
operate an automobile rental business; zoned
CSL/Commercial Service Low with Proffer.
Applicant: Hertz Local Edition
[This case was deferred at the February 3,
2015 Planning Commission hearing.]
Text Amendment #20150001
A) Initiation of a text amendment and B) public
hearing and consideration of a text amendment
to Section 4-1300 of the Zoning Ordinance
to require a special use permit for Electrical
Substation and Switching Stations greater than
10,000 square feet in size in the UT/Utilities
and Transportation Zone. Staff: City of Alexandria Department of Planning and Zoning
Special Use Permit #20140124
5324 Taney Avenue Child Care Home
Public hearing and consideration of a request
to operate a child care home; zoned R8/
Residential SingleFamily. Applicant: Alicia
Orlando
Subdivision #20140017; Rezoning
#20140014; Special Use Permit #20140125
1101 Janney’s Lane Douglas MacArthur
School
Public hearing and consideration of requests
for: A) a subdivision to resubdivide existing
parcels; B) an amendment to the official zoning
map to change the zone from R12/Residential
SingleFamily to R8/Residential SingleFamily,
and C) an amendment to previously approved
Special Use Permit #20130095 to relocate
a classroom trailer; zoned R12/Residential
SingleFamily. Applicant: Alexandria City Public Schools represented by Dr. William Holley
Special Use Permit #20140127
3303 Carolina Place
Public hearing and consideration of a request
to construct a new singlefamily dwelling
on a developed substandard lot; zoned R8/
Residential SingleFamily.
Applicant: Brad Coburn and John Ladd

Special Use Permit #20140128
101 and 107 North Union Street The
Waterfront Market
Public hearing and consideration of a request
to amend previously approved Special Use
Permit #20130009 to expand an existing
restaurant; zoned WPR/Waterfront Park and
Recreation and KR/King Street Urban Retail.
Applicant: The Waterfront Market LLC
represented by John Manor
Special Use Permit #20140129
4608 & 4610 Kenmore Avenue (Parcel Address: 4550 Kenmore Avenue) 7Eleven
Public hearing and consideration of a request
to amend previously approved Special Use
Permit #20030116 to expand an existing
convenience store; zoned CG/Commercial
General. Applicant: 7Eleven Inc. represented
by M. Catharine Puskar, attorney
Special Use Permit #20150001
5447 Fillmore Avenue
Public hearing and consideration of a request
to construct a new singlefamily dwelling on
a vacant, substandard lot with modifications;
zoned R20/Residential SingleFamily. Applicant: Eric Teran
Development Special Use Permit
#20140001
4001 Eisenhower Avenue Cameron Run
Regional Park
Public hearing and consideration of a request
for a development special use permit and site
plan, to construct recreational facilities and
ancillary uses, including special use permit
requests for lighting of any area of the POS
zone for nighttime uses and for structures up
to 30 feet in height; zoned POS/Public Open
Space. Applicant: Northern Virginia Regional
Park Authority
represented by Brian Nolan
Rezoning #20140013; Development Special
Use Permit #20140026;
Encroachment #20140006
0 Prince Street; 200 and 204 Strand Street
Old Dominion Boat Club
Public hearing and consideration of a request
for: (A) An amendment to the official zoning
map to change the zone from W1 to WPR,
with proffer; (B) A development special use
permit and site plan, with modifications, to
construct and operate a boat club building and
a special use permit for a parking reduction;
and (C) An encroachment into the public
rightofway on Prince Street for steps and a
balcony; zoned W1/Waterfront MixedUse. Applicant: Old Dominion Boat Club, represented
by Mary Catherine Gibbs
Coordinated Development District
Concept Plan #20140006; Development
Special Use Permit #20140045; Vacation
#20140006
2460 Mill Road; 301 and 315 Stovall
Street; 312 and 314 Taylor Drive Eisenhower East Block 2
TSA
Public hearing and consideration of a request
for: (A) An amendment to a previously approved Coordinated Development District
#20140004 to transfer parking spaces from
Block 4 to Block 2; (B) A Stage II Develop-

ment Special Use Permit and site plan, with
modifications, to construct an office building
and an aboveground parking structure; and
(C) Vacation of a public rightofway; zoned
CDD#2/Coordinated Development District #2.
Applicant: JBG Associates LLC represented
by M. Catharine Puskar, attorney

Alexandria Board of
Architectural Review
Parker-Gray District
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC
HEARING
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria Board of Architectural Review on
WEDNESDAY, February 25, 2015 beginning
at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the following applications:
Proposed updates to the Parker-Gray District
Design Guidelines.
A work session to discuss the proposed
development project at 699 N Patrick St.
Information about the above item(s) may be
obtained from the Department of Planning
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street,
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314,
telephone: (703) 746-4666.
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Residential & Commercial

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net
Whole-house
Generators
Panel Replacement
Lighting

Advertising Works!
To advertise your business or service
Contact Kristen Essex
kessex@alextimes.com
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MaryAshley Rhule
REALTOR® Licensed in VA & DC
NVAR Top Producer

860.214.7474

marhule@McEnearney.com

®

www.maryashleyrealestate.com

®

109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

833 North Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Days on the Market: 13
Percentage of List Price: 98.9%
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LD

As a Top Producer in Northern Virginia’s number one
real estate office, MaryAshley Rhule sells her listings faster and
for a higher percentage of the list price than her competitors.

2019 20th Rd. North
Arlington, VA 22201

Days on Market: 3
Percentage of List Price: 102.63%

1017 Pendleton Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Days on the Market: 5
Percentage of List Price: 100%

303 Howell Avenue E
Alexandria, VA 22301
List Price: $879,900

1745 Whisperhill Drive
Reston, VA 20194
List Price: $365,000
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As a buyer’s agent, MaryAshley negotiates the best terms & price for her clients.

3510 Delashmutt Drive
Haymarket, VA 20169
List Price: $749,000

In 2014 McEnearney agents sold 70% of properties in 30 days or less.

