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Silberberg unseats Euille
in primary

photo/Chris teale

L’Hermione at the Waterfront The Woodrow Wil-

son Bridge made a rare opening Tuesday night to allow L’Hermione
to visit Alexandria. The 217-foot replica of the 18th century French
frigate captained by the Marquis de Lafayette is docked at the Alexandria Marina, east of King and Union streets until Friday. For more
photos, turn to page 23.
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Patrick Henry Elementary
project reaches critical stage
Proposed new recreation
center, parking still
causing headaches
By Chris Teale

Patrick Henry Elementary
School has stood at its current site on Taney Avenue
since 1953, and for the past
two years the Alexandria
City School Board has been
working on a plan to either
renovate or demolish and
replace the aging building
where nearly 600 students
attend pre-K through fifth
grade. Board members are set
to vote on moving the project
forward into the design phase
this evening at a public board
meeting.
The project includes an

expansion of Patrick Henry
into a pre-K-8 school for 800
students, which means the
school would join JeffersonHouston as the second preK-8 school in Alexandria City
Public Schools. The project is
estimated to cost between $38
million and $41 million, and
is scheduled to open in fall
2018.
The process has gathered
pace in recent months, as the
school board moves closer
towards a recommendation
for a build option to take into
the design phase of the project. But many pitfalls still
remain, with board members
and neighbors alike express-

Supporters applaud Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg (top) following the announcement that she narrowly
won the Democratic primary for mayor of Alexandria, according to unofficial tallies. Mayor Bill Euille
(bottom) embraces a resident upon hearing news he lost by a mere 312 votes.
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Taste of Asia
ASIAN FUSION RESTAURANT

Mark Levine wins race for
open House of Delegates seat
By Chris Teale and
Erich Wagner

Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg triumphed in the Democratic primary for mayor of
Alexandria, according to unofficial poll results, defeating in-

cumbent Bill Euille and former
Mayor Kerry Donley. Mark
Levine also was victorious in
his race for the 45th District
in the Virginia House of Delegates.
Silberberg finished with
5,044 votes and 37.54 percent, while Euille finished in a
close second with 4,732, 35.22

percent. Donley came in third
with 3,661 votes, amounting to
27.25 percent of ballots cast. In
the House of Delegates race,
Levine took 2,272 ballots for
27.53 percent of the vote, with
Craig Fifer in second with
2,022 (24.5 percent). Julie Ja-

Grand Opening!

362 S. Pickett Street
Alexandria, VA
703-370-1873

dine-in or take-out • June 3rd–30th

We don’t decide what’s good food, you do!

30% off for all customers
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suite with sitting area, luxury bath and 2 walk-ins. Spacious 3rd
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Christine Garner (703) 587-4855
My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com
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Renee Gordon named new director of
emergency communications
Renee Gordon was announced last week as the city’s
new director of the department
of emergency communications
by City Manager Mark Jinks.
Gordon replaces former director
Jo-Ann Munroe, who retired in
April.
“With her vast knowledge
and experience in emergency
communications and law enforcement, Renee Gordon’s
work will enhance and maintain
Alexandria’s strong reputation
for being a safe city,” said Jinks
in a statement. “Her expertise
and leadership will serve our city
well, and I look forward to her

joining our team.”
Gordon was director of 911
and emergency communications
for the city of Baltimore and director of the public safety communications center for Reagan
Washington National and Dulles
airports with the Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority.
During her time at MWAA,
Gordon conducted planning
for communications systems
and operations for the police,
fire and rescue departments
within the two airports; directed the MWAA’s successful
transition to a public safety answering point — a call center

responsible for answering and
dispatching calls to an emergency phone number; and negotiated mutual aid agreements
with other jurisdictions.
Before joining MWAA, she
served in the Prince George’s
County Police Department for
10 years, where she pioneered
Prince George’s Community Police Officer program.
As director of DEC, Gordon
will be responsible for providing
executive leadership to the department, a full service communications center that handles all
911 and non-emergency calls .
- Chris Teale

Five more elementary schools to get tablets

Five
more
elementary
schools will receive Amplify
tablets this fall after Alexandria
City Public Schools announced
the expansion of their tablet program to a total of eight elementary schools as well as T.C. Williams High School.
Fourth and fifth grade students at Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy; Cora Kelly School
for Math, Science and Technology; and Charles Barrett, Patrick Henry and George Mason
elementary schools will receive
900 repurposed tablets from
ninth grade high school students. The tablets will be repurposed from the ninth grade cur-

riculum while state technology
funds will be used to purchase
new ones for the ninth graders,
with access to the technology
coming at no extra cost to ACPS.
Fourth grade students at
Samuel W. Tucker and James
K. Polk elementary schools also
will receive tablets, having been
part of a pilot scheme along with
fourth and fifth grade students at
Douglas MacArthur Elementary
School that began last fall.
“The Amplify tablets have
provided teachers efficient and
engaging tools to manage their
classrooms, deliver instruction
and assess student learning,”
said ACPS chief technology of-

ficer Elizabeth Hoover in a statement. “Positive teacher, student
and parent feedback encouraged
us to expand the pilot to additional schools and we fully believe they are teaching students
to think in new ways.”
Tablets are not yet available at George Washington
Middle School and Francis C.
Hammond Middle School and
Jefferson-Houston K-8 School
as ACPS does not currently
have funding in place to roll out
the program across all middle
school grades, while schools that
will not be receiving the tablets
will be getting laptops.
- Chris Teale

Alexandria Times photographer Susan Hale
Thomas wins SPJ award
Alexandria Times photographer Susan Hale Thomas
won another award this week
at the Society of Professional
Journalists Washington, D.C.
Professional Chapter’s annual
Dateline Awards.
Thomas’ photograph of Iesha Kenney at the Alexandria
Boxing Club won in the feature photography category, an
accompaniment to the story

“On the ropes” last year about
the club’s potential closure.
In their citation, the SPJ said,
“Intensity of emotion is captured in environmental portrait
of a young boxer training in a
gym. The youngster is nicely
framed.”
Times executive editor Erich Wagner also was honored
as a finalist in the non-breaking
news category for his reporting

on the homicide investigations
that led to the arrest and indictment of Charles Severance.
The winners in that category
were David Hilzenrath, Lydia
Dennett and Joe Newman, who
wrote on the problems within
the Department of Veterans
Affairs and also won the SPJ’s
coveted Robert D.G. Lewis
Watchdog Award.
- Times staff

Shop Around the Corner
Your Solution to Pain Management

Conveniently
Located at:
1127 King Street,
2nd Floor
Alexandria, VA 22314

Experience individualized care. Specializing in treatment
of Back, Shoulder, Neck and Leg Pain. Contact us today:

703-838-0500 • www.myntmedicalmassage.com

A special advertising feature
of the Alexandria Times
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And 3-way!

1207 King Street
Alexandria, VA
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Alexandria, VA
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www.lamplighterlamps.com
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MAY Contest 2015 — Photo of Nationals Park.

The Alexandria Times Photo Contest
June’s Theme: Southwest Flair!
Celebrate with Moe’s Southwest Grill
and show us your Southwest Flair!
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Send us your photo to win a $50 Moe’s Gift Card (2 winners)

CRIME
Deputies collect more than 150 pounds
of unneeded
medication
Alexandria deputies collected more than 150 pounds
of unwanted and potentially
dangerous drugs at a Drug
Take Back event in Del Ray
last weekend.
The event, held outside
The Neighborhood Pharmacy
at 2204 Mount Vernon Ave.
last Saturday, was the result of
a partnership between the city
sheriff’s office, The Neighborhood Pharmacy, the Del
Ray Business Association and
the Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria.
It was in reaction to the
high rate of prescription drug
abuse in the United States,
which exceeds the combined
rates of heroin, cocaine and
hallucinogenic abuse. According to the Drug Enforcement
Administration, a majority
of abused prescription drugs
are obtained from family and
friends, including from the
home medicine cabinet.
- Chris Teale

Courtesy Photos

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between June 3 and June 10.

39
3

Thefts

Vehicle
thefts

Send your Southwest Flair! photos
(through June 30) to #ALXPhotoTimes
or send to promotions@alextimes.com
Interested in sponsoring the photo contest? Call 703-739-0001
or visit alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest for more information!
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Assaults

SEXUAL
OFFENSE

Aggravated
Assaults

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.
Source: raidsonline.com
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Alexandria

Grand Opening
Sunday, June 14 at 7am
7905 Hilltop Village Center Dr

Food Shopping will never be the same
Visit wegmans.com/alexandria for a chance to WIN $500
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0
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Election

Hey, Mr. Burke!

I love free ATMs!
How about every
ATM in America
for free?
Burke’s got the answer with Convenient Checking!
With our Convenient Checking Account, there’s no minimum balance or monthly fee.
Plus, you’ll enjoy free ATMs nationwide, free online banking, and more. For even more
convenience, download our new Mobile Apps - including one for iPad®.

FROM | 1

kopic came in third with 1,888,
22.88 percent, while Clarence
Tong finished fourth with 1,422
(17.23 percent), and Larry Altenburg came fifth with 648
(7.85 percent).
As the tallies from the final
precincts poured in, Silberberg’s
supporters were uproarious with
cheers at her Election Night party at Los Tios in Del Ray.
“I’m very honored to stand

Meanwhile, Levine was delighted to have fought off his
four opponents for the Democratic nomination, something
that he said owed much to a
grassroots campaign.
“I’m ecstatic, I’m pleased,”
he said. “It was all the people
who came out to support me,
going door to door. I’m so
pleased that people listened and
understood. It was going from
living room to living room and
talking in detail, not just about
Medicare expansion, raising the

Alexandria democratic
primary unofficial

If using logos less than 75% size, please switch to logo size 2.

Visit your neighborhood branch today! • 703-684-1655 • burkeandherbertbank.com
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mayor of alexandria
Candidate

Votes

Percent

Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg

5,044

37.54

Mayor Bill Euille

4,732

35.22

Former Mayor Kerry Donley

3,661

27.25
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of Alexandria,” she told revel- it, going through the details.
CG Futura Maxi Demi Ampersand: CG Futura Maxi Book Tagline: Futura Heavy

alextimes.com

ers. “I’ve said it time and again:
I ran for my vision and not
against my competitors. I think
all of us honor their service.
“We want three things:
Thoughtful, appropriate development. We need to focus
on the city’s debt, which has
grown exponentially over the
past decade. And third, we must
rebuild the people’s trust with
more openness and transparency.”

do

“People were willing to
open their minds and their
hearts and listen, this is a complete grassroots job, and that’s
what makes it so beautiful. This
is a victory for everyone in the
45th. This wasn’t ordered from
up on high; this was from the
grass up, and that’s what makes
it so wonderful. I didn’t do this
alone at all, I didn’t do half of
SEE election | 11
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This [rec center
project] is turning
it into a bone with
two dogs. I would
not be comfortable
with a go-ahead
on this until we
know what’s
coming out of
City Hall.”
- Patricia Hennig,
Alexandria City
School Board member
The preferred option of ACPS staff for the Patrick Henry Elementary School project is option 2, which
allows for most of the existing building to continue to be occupied during construction. It would contain a three-story building set back from North Latham Street and has two parking lots on the far
edges of the site. The school board are set to vote on whether to move the project into the design
phase tonight.

patrick henry
FROM | 1

ing serious reservations with
some aspects of the proposal.
It is further complicated by
the city’s desire to redevelop
the Patrick Henry Recreation
Center next door. As school
board members finalize their
choice for the school project,
city officials still are developing their own plans to revamp
the recreational center.
That wrench in the works
has frustrated school board
members, who are determined
to keep their own process on
schedule and prevent it slipping behind despite the lack
of a decision on the city side.
“I don’t want to be bound
by a decision that has not been
made by the city,” board member Marc Williams said at a
meeting on June 2. “It seems
like, at least for me, this sort
of big blank space up in the
top is unduly restricting us. I
don’t want us to be bound as
well.”
“This [rec center project] is turning it into a bone
with two dogs,” said board
member Patricia Hennig at a
previous meeting last month.
“I would not be comfortable

with a go-ahead on this until
we know what’s coming out of
City Hall.”
As part of their feasibility study examining the redevelopment of Patrick Henry
Elementary and what form it
might take, the school board
was presented with three options for a new building and a
fourth option to renovate and
repair the existing campus by
D.C.-based Sorg Architects.
The first option — known
as new building option 1a in
the feasibility study produced
by the project team — proposes placing the school at the
corner of North Latham Street
and Taney Avenue, with the
recreation center in the rear.
New building option 1b is
similar, albeit with the school
positioned further back from
North Latham Street.
New building option 2 sets
a three-story wing for the new
site away from North Latham
Street, which the study says
will create an open plaza in
front of the building. The
study also notes that this option would locate the new
building around the existing
school, so there would be no
need to move students during
construction.

The final option is a complete renovation of the existing school site with an addition that would meet the space
requirements for becoming a
pre-K-8 school. It would be
highlighted by a three-story
addition along Taney Avenue,
although it would require the
most “swing space” during
construction and so would
be the most disruptive to students.
Since the feasibility study
was unveiled, the architects
made several changes to the
plans following community
feedback, including a repositioning of bus lanes and shifting the possible location of
the school and recreation center. In addition, ACPS staffers
presented their recommended
option to the school board on
May 14, and determined that
option 2 was their preferred
choice as it uses the current
building for swing space,
eliminates the need for temporary trailers and preserves
green space.
But a number of issues
still remain, the most notable
of which is the location of an
entrance and exit to a parking
SEE patrick henry | 10
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Let’s Eat

A special advertising feature
of the Alexandria Times

Freshen things up at
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill
Finding Mexican food is easy,
but sometimes it can be difficult to
find Latin cuisine that is truly allfresh and traditional, especially
in a setting where the food is prepared individually right in front of
you. However, Baja Fresh Mexican Grill at 3231 Duke St. solves
that problem with their selection
of succulent and enjoyable food
options that all burst with flavor.
In spite of treating each order
individually, Baja Fresh never uses
a microwave or frozen prepared
portions. Instead, their ingredients
are all handmade before then being
prepared in plain view in a bright,
welcoming environment.
There is such a wide variety
on the menu, it can be difficult

to decide what to order when it is
your turn at the counter. The fajitas, quesadillas and nachos are all
very much in demand, while it is
impossible to go wrong with the
burritos and tacos. Meanwhile,
the steak, shrimp, chicken and fish
are all not to be missed. Currently,
there is a seafood taco special on
offer called “Catch 2 or 3.” With
the special, customers can mix
and match two or three seafood
dishes in the tacos and get rice and
beans free on the side.
For those who are conscious
of their calories, Baja Fresh’s
“500 Calorie Menu” is a good option, while family meals are made
more affordable as children eat
free on Saturdays and Sundays if

they are accompanying one adult
eating an entrée. The children’s
menu also has child-sized portions of cheese and bean burritos,
chicken taquitos, the mini-cheese
quesadilla, the Baja Fresh mini
bean and the original Baja Taco.
If you’re in the mood for
Mexican, stop by Baja Fresh.
Its food is delectable and fresh,
and once you try it once you may
well become a regular visitor.
.
Open Mondays to Thursdays,
10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., Fridays
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 10
p.m., Sundays 10 a.m. to 9:30
p.m. For more information,
call 703-823-2888 or visit
www.bajafresh.com.

$2.00 OFF

Any purchase of $8.00 or more

$5.00 OFF

Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Saturday & Sunday
Many items under 250 calories

Jolley ’s

SportS lounge
and reStaurant
654 S. pickett St. alexandria, Va

Family-owned authentic ethiopian restaurant.

Homemade recipes and friendly service.
Full service Sports Bar.
large Hd projection tVs!!
open: 11am - 2 am • Call: (571) 970-0044

Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner

$18.95

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

Enjoy music by S imonne

L

Music on
the Afterdeck
Tuesdays, 7 – 9 p.m.

1 Marina Dr., Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-0001 • www.indigolanding.com
From the founder of

Au Pied de Cochon

PATIO SEATING NOW OPEN

Hunting Creek

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010

•

1106 KING STREET

Open 7 Days a Week

Special Dinner
for Two

$34

Sunday – Wednesday evenings, dine-in only

Your choice of 2 entrees and 1 bottle
of red or white wine selected by the house

OLD TOWN, ALEXANDRIA

HOURS OF OPERATION

Monday to Friday Lunch 11:30-2:30 pm
Monday to Thursday Dinner 5pm-10pm
Friday & Saturday Dinner 5:00-10:30 pm
Sunday Dinner 4:00-9:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday Brunch 10:30 am-2:30 pm

Where Steaklovers Go in Alexandria!

& Sushi bar

Treat mom like a queen.
Come
enjoy
our Thai
lovely
dining!
Take her
to Royal
thispatio
Mother’s
Day.
Located
in Old
Alexandria
Located
in OldTown
Town North,
North, Alexandria

801 N. Fairfax St. | 703.535.6622 | RoyalThaiSushi.com

Featuring delicious local Roseda Farm steaks
= Super Fresh, Hormone & Antibiotic Free.
All cooked to perfection.
BAR HOURS & SPECIAL OFFERS

Happy Hours 4:00-6:00 pm Mon-Fri, Bar Only
3 course dinner for 35.00
25% off bottles of wine when you dine in
Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday.

View our menu & make a reservation today!
703.836.5126 | www.huntingcreeksteak.com
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Allergies are nothing to sneeze at
By Dr. Vivek Sinha

Summer is finally here.
Along with the wondrous
sounds of chirping birds and
buzzing bees, one also can
hear the sounds of sneezing,
sniffling and coughing. Yes,
allergy season is in full swing.
While some people think of
seasonal allergies like hay fever as a harmless nuisance,
seasonal allergies actually can
be quite significant.
Per the American Academy
of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology, “Roughly 7.8 percent
of adults in the U.S. have hay
fever.” This translates to more
than 17 million adults. When
one thinks of the time lost
staying home from work or
school, or worse, time spent in
the urgent care or physician’s
office, this translates to count-

less dollars of productivity and
opportunity lost.
Luckily, there is a lot that
we know about seasonal allergies, and even better, there
is effective treatment. One
of the biggest “secrets” that
I tell my patients is that you
usually don’t even need a prescription for effective allergy
control. Some of the most effective allergy medications
are now available over the
counter — you just need to
know what are the best medications to use for your particular symptoms. Of course,
there are still a few tricks
that physicians have up their
sleeve if the over-the-counter
options aren’t working.
What causes seasonal allergies? Why do some people
get them worse than others?
Basically, the symptoms that

we exhibit are the body’s
response to allergens. Allergens are found everywhere,
indoors and out: spores from
fungi, grass and tree pollen,
ragweed, dust mites and dander from pets, just to name
a few. When we come into
contact with these substances, our bodies activate a response system that results
in the release of histamine,
prostaglandins, and leukotrienes. These substances are
what cause us to sneeze, have
runny noses, and itchy eyes.
Post-nasal drip and cough are
often a result of these substances as well.
Since we know what causes
allergy symptoms, we then can
determine how to treat them.
There are two basic ways to
reduce allergy symptoms:
Avoid exposure to known al-

Dr. Vivek Sinha

lergens, and reduce the body’s
reaction to the allergens.
Avoiding known allergens
is a very useful first step.
I often advise patients to
check websites to determine
what the pollen count will
be where they live — www.

pollen.com,
www.weather.
com and www.aaaai.org all
measure and predict pollen
counts. If the pollen count
will be high, I advise patients
to be careful. Specifically,
we advise caution about outdoor activities, tell people to
take their medications as prescribed, wash their hands and
change their shirts when they
come indoors to prevent pollen spread.
As effective as this technique is, avoiding allergens or
staying indoors is often not a
realistic option. This is when
medications come into the
picture:
• Oral antihistamines: Almost all of these medications are now available over
the counter. Examples inSEE allergies | 28

To schedule an appointment, call 888-884-BEAR

“The doctor
who wrote
the book
will see your
child now.”

C111-037777-01_Consumer-Book_AlexTimes.indd 1

When your child is sick, you want the
best care possible. Choose Children’s
National, and you choose the experts
in children’s medicine. Our doctors are
nationally recognized for innovating
new treatments and improving
care — and for writing the textbooks
that help teach other physicians. But
their most important role is with your
child, providing care that’s just right.
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lot on Latham Street, which is
a residential street. The parking situation came in for particular criticism at a special
meeting held by the school
board on May 19, in which
a number of residents voiced

“The Hermitage is
where I’ve finally
found my family.”
—Helena Scott

their concerns at the plans, arguing that the use of Latham
Street for an entrance and exit
to a parking lot would be in
violation of the city’s own
traffic rules.
“The option of having a
parking lot access off Latham
Street is completely unacceptable to the city’s own

traffic studies,” resident Dave
Beulke said. “I’m curious to
find out why the architect did
not follow the city’s recommendation. How is the design acceptable for the school
board?
“The local community has
repeatedly noted that it does
not want any school or rec

Enjoy the Carefree
Lifestyle You Deserve

D

iscover why many people like you have come to call
the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.
The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott,
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service,
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring
and security that comes with living at the Hermitage.
You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever
need them.

h
Call

703-797-3814

to schedule a tour
of our beautifully
appointed
apartments.

h

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Our
community
values its quiet
streets and open
spaces, and
we have major
concerns about the
increased traffic
and decline in
open space that
will result from
these plans. The
city classifies
Latham Street as a
residential street.
It and Peacock
are narrow roads
that cannot and
should not handle
this traffic. City
documents state
local traffic should
be encouraged
while cut-through
traffic should be
discouraged.”
- Mary Biegel, resident
center traffic or parking off
Latham Street. When are the
plans going to be published
to confirm the changes to this
parking lot so that all parties
can be taken care of?”
“Our community values its
quiet streets and open spaces,
and we have major concerns
about the increased traffic
and decline in open space that
will result from these plans,”
resident Mary Biegel agreed.
“The city classifies Latham
Street as a residential street.

It and Peacock are narrow
roads that cannot and should
not handle this traffic. City
documents state local traffic
should be encouraged while
cut-through traffic should be
discouraged.
“There are also significant
visibility issues at the corner
of Latham and Polk, which
would be a significant safety
issues. My neighbors and I
have voiced these concerns
many times, but we continue
to see points of ingress and
egress located on Latham. We
also know that no traffic study
has been performed yet. It’s
not acceptable that these plans,
which would have such a large
impact on the safety and tranquility of our neighborhood,
continue to move forward.”
Board members shared the
residents’ concerns about the
parking situation on Latham
Street, with some asking that
the entrance and exit be either
removed from the architect’s
renderings or modified so it is
for use in emergencies only.
On June 2, board members
Justin Keating, Kelly Booz
and Hennig all expressed
strong reservations, but chair
Karen Graf said that at this
stage, the study should be
presented in full and then
modified when the board approves an option.
The board is poised to vote
on whether or not to approve
construction this evening,
with consensus in prior meetings suggesting that option
2 is set to be their choice to
move into the design phase.
But a final design for the site
is still in the works, and will
be reached following further
community input as they look
to address concerns surrounding the project.
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WIN
race entry
to the
Woodrow
The aAlexandria
Times
Photo
Contest
wilson bridge half marathon & 6K
Race date - October 4, 2015

WINNING PHOTO
Identify the photo below and where it
was taken for a chance to win.

To enter, email promotions@alextimes.com with your
answer or wirte to 110 S. Pitt St., Alexandria, VA 22314.
One winner will be chosen at random from the winning
entries submitted before noon Tuesday. A different
photo and hint will be featured each week between
now and the end of summer, so keep your eyes open
as you meander around Alexandria!

45 District
house of delegates
th

Candidate

Votes

Percent

Mark Levine

2,272

27.53

Craig Fifer

2,022

24.50

Julie Jakopic

1,888

22.88

Clarence Tong

1,422

17.23

Larry Altenburg

648

7.85

an political analyst Geoff Skelley of the University of Virginia
Center for Politics said having
two competitive races in the
city drove the higher than expected figures.
“One of the data points in
these primaries is that turnout is
law and it’s always going to be
low,” Skelley said. “But surely
[the Alexandria results] have
something to do with the fact
that there was a very competitive local election there.
“A general truism of elections
is if there’s a competitive race,
turnout will be higher. So in the
case of Alexandria, the fact that
you had two very competitive
contests in the Democratic primary made it even higher, comparatively speaking.”
Attendees of Silberberg’s
post-election party were clear
in their reasons for voting
for the vice mayor: they want
their neighborhoods insulated
from unwanted development.
In addition to residents and

campaign volunteers, Republican City Council candidates
Townsend “Van” Van Fleet
and Bob Wood also enjoyed
the festivities.
“I think she’s energetic, a
hard worker, and someone who
wants to get things done for
all of the neighborhoods,” said
Jean Westcott. “She’s a community person, and she believes in
that so strongly.”
Sally Z. Harper said she
supported Silberberg because
of her stance in opposition to
a number of proposals to come
before city council over the last
three years.
“She’s the only one to vote
‘No’ to anything, and we need
more no’s,” Harper said. “Like
a 120-room hotel at Union and
Duke [streets]? No. Like EYA
building retail, apartments,
condos and townhouses at the
end of Duke Street that look
like a prison? No.”

Where Am I? #1

Congratulations to
Instagram user michellem_107,
for winning April’s Photo Contest!
May’s Theme: XXXX
(Send us a pic of XXXXXXXXXX)
Binoculars,Send
periscopes
and the
like to win
us your
photo
Are similar to this thing and increase our sight.
XXXX XXXX
XXXXXXX
With a good telescope,
one can
see D.C. so fair
Sponsored
By:deer and fox — but no bears.
Or eagles, osprey,
It’s perfectly positioned to take in the view
Of nature, boats and buildings — both old and new.
Yet walkers and cyclists often fail to take note
If they’d stop for a second, they’d see all kinds of boats.
Soon runners will race by striving for 13.1,
Perhaps returning to gaze, once they’ve finished the run.

s
n
o

ored B

Send your XXXX XXXXXX photos to:

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest
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this, all the people that helped
me, I really appreciate it.”
The mood early on at Euille’s
Election Night party was buoyant and confident, although it
quickly turned sour as results
began to trickle in. When all 28
precincts’ results were posted,
the disappointment was clear
on the face of the four-term
mayor as he came to the podium to address those present
after the second electoral defeat
in as many years — in 2014 he
lost the Democratic primary for
the 8th Virginia District of the
U.S. House of Representatives.
“I’d like to thank the voters
for their confidence in me, and
coming out today to express
themselves with their votes,”
Euille told supporters. “Certainly while the outcome isn’t
what we expected, that’s why
we have a democratic process.
“The reality of it all is, we
worked hard; we ran a very,
very excellent campaign, we
had a lot of broad-based support, but when you run in an
election like this, particularly in
a primary where people aren’t
focused because there’s so
much going on, the outcome in
terms of the turnout was going
to be very low.”
Donley thanked his supporters at the Alexandria Democratic Committee’s unity party
at Red Rocks in Old Town and
congratulated Silberberg.
“The great thing about Alexandria is we have a strong
Democratic party that also
does a good job of governing
the city,” Donley said. “It may
seem like a family food fight at
times, but I’m a guy with five
daughters: I’m used to a family
food fight.
“We’re the Alexandria
Democratic Committee. ... The
Democratic slate is complete;
the Republican slate is complete. Let’s go at it.”
Although poll watchers had
anticipated an average turnout
of around 8 percent in Virginia’s local and state legislative elections, Alexandria saw
around 16 percent of registered
voters go out to the polls. Veter-

Alexandria democratic
primary unofficial
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Congratulates the Class of 2015!

Back Row L-R: Zoha Siddiqui, Kayvon Samadani, Kathryn Fronabarger, Hal Lackey, Shannon Ayres, Kieran Donaldson
Third Row L-R: Mary Margaret Lehmkuhler, Trinity Palacio, Thompson Eskew, Naomi Yared, Michael Miller, Mosey Kernan, Hayden Katz
Second Row L-R: Nora Stanko, Ellie Wilkie, Gretchen Roberts, Dakota Hunt, Bella Hubble, Caroline Coburn, Kyle Oshinowo
Front Row L-R: Harper Darden, Camille Ashkenazi, Mac McIntyre, Kendall Fronabarger, Scott Laane, Rachel Suleymanov,
Charlie Stephenson, Pete Coburn

We wish you all the best at the following High Schools: Bishop Ireton High School, Bishop O’Connell High School,
Episcopal High School, The Field School, Georgetown Visitation, The Heights, Lake Braddock High School, Madeira,
Mercersburg Academy, National Cathedral School, Sidwell Friends School, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Stuart Hall,
T.C. Williams High School, Washington-Lee High School and West Potomac High School
Alexandria Country Day School graduates students who are independent learners, effective communicators, community minded,
and balanced. The School supports a philosophy of intellectual growth, enthusiasm for learning, leadership development, good
citizenship, and social responsibility. To learn more about our Kindergarten through 8th grade program, please visit
www.acdsnet.org or call 703-837-1303 to schedule a tour.
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Ken Hill also lauded her
willingness to oppose proposals she disagrees with.
“I like what she’s said about
city priorities as she has fulfilled her term [as vice mayor],”
Hill said. “And I liked her willingness to say, ‘No, damn it;
that’s not the right thing to do.’
“I respect the other candidates. I’ve worked on each of
their campaigns over the years,
but I just thought she was the
best qualified one to lead us into
the next decade.”
Supporters at Euille’s election night party were enthusiastic about the mayor, emphasizing the continuity he would
bring in a fifth consecutive term.
“I judge people very quickly, and Mayor Euille seems
like a very genuine, sincere,
thoughtful, intelligent person
who’s given a lot of his time to
the community,” said Robert
Giroux, a Euille supporter and
campaign volunteer. “Many
times I do think that it might

be time for a change, especially
at the state and federal level, I
think the more change the better sometimes. But in this case,
continuity I think is important.
“There’s a lot of things in
motion right now and there’s
stuff that needs to be finished.
I don’t think the mayor intends
to stay forever, but I think it’s
not the right time to leave, I
think there’s things to be done
and finished that he’s already

got in motion and the continuity is probably helpful. It doesn’t
mean it won’t happen without
him, were it to be the case, but I
don’t see a compelling reason to
change. He’s doing a good job.”
Despite the loss, Euille was
bullish on what he can still accomplish in his remaining
months as mayor, even with a
general election in November to
come and a sign from voters that
they would like to see a change.

“I congratulate Allison Silberberg on her win, and certainly I’ll continue to do my job
as mayor and do all the great
things I’ve been doing with this
city as we move forward,” he
said. “We’ll just see what happens and where we go from
here. I still feel good about how
we did tonight. I say stay tuned,
and we’ll see what happens
from here. I want you to know
that it’s not over until it’s over.”
But he did not completely
concede the race Tuesday night.
“Not conceding. Not at all,”
Euille told reporters. “There are
opportunities in terms of what
we can do as a team to move
forward, and I’ll talk to my
campaign advisors and we’ll
decide in the coming days how
to do that.”
But on Wednesday, Euille
said he will not mount his own
write-in campaign for November’s general election at
this stage, in the interests of
maintaining Democratic party
unity. However, he noted that
he could not prevent any cam-

paigns mounted by residents in
his favor. He also said he would
meet with his campaign staff
over the weekend to determine
what other steps are available
to him going forward.
Silberberg told reporters she
wants to bring more residents
into the process ahead of policy and development votes.
“We need to represent all
the people of this city,” she
said. “People have lived in their
homes for decades, and they
come out to speak [at city council], and we need to listen. And
we need to rebuild the people’s
trust and have fewer executive
sessions.”
Silberberg was coy about
what the first order of business would be if elected in
November.
“Top priority? I’ve got many
top priorities,” she said. “We
need to address the city’s debt,
for one. I’m just very excited.”
But she also said her victory
still felt somewhat surreal.
“Has it sunk in yet? A little
bit. But not completely, no.”

No Equity?
No Problem!
NEW!
Zero Equity Home Equity Loan
Borrow up to $25,000 with
variable rates as low as 6.9 %

APR*

ComWealthOne NPAD ZeroHEQ F1540609-A.indd 1

Apply today at cofcu.org
or call us at (703) 823-5211.
Not a member? Not a problem.
Most local area residents can bank with us.

Ask about
our other
Home Equity
options!

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates range from 6.9% to 18% APR and adjust annually. Rates are subject to
change at any time. All credit union rates and terms are based upon the evaluation of applicant(s) credit. Your actual
rate may vary. Some rates quoted reflect a .50% reduction for Loan Loyalty Rewards. Example: 7.40% (current rate)
less .50% Loan Loyalty Rewards equals 6.9% (your final APR). Most local area residents can bank with us. See
cofcu.org for full details. Federally Insured by NCUA.
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ST. STEPHEN’S & ST. AGNES SCHOOL
CONGRATULATES THE CLASS OF 2015

We are proud of our 105 graduates and their accomplishments. Some highlights include:
 Accepted by more than 170 colleges and universities.
 More than one-third of the class was offered college scholarships or merit aid.
 90% of the class was enrolled in at least one of our 23 Advanced Placement
courses.

 Won six Gold Keys, one Silver Key, and one Honorable Mention in the
National Scholastic Art Awards, for photography, painting, art portfolios,
ceramic creations, and comics. Won the Artistic Discovery Congressional Art
Competition, including the exhibition of the winning artwork in the U.S.
Capitol for one year.

 Led our Upper Level Latin certamen team to a state championship and the
varsity Mathletes to a first-place season finish.

 Nominated for Cappies awards for Shakespeare’s “Richard III” in four
categories: creativity, lead actor, sets, and sound. Performed in all of our
drama and musical productions, Evening of the Arts, and Multicultural Night.
Directed the One-Act Plays and performed in the pit orchestra all four years.

 Prepared 12,000 sandwiches for Martha’s Table; collected 1,100 food items
and spent over 100 hours working at local food banks. Led clothing and
supply drives for local people in need and our partner school in Haiti.
Volunteered thousands of hours with local non-profits. Participated in
international causes in Romania and Haiti and helped raise money to make
nearly a dozen micro-loans in six developing countries.

 Twenty to play collegiate athletics next year, representing eight sports. Led
the boys basketball team to the IAC season championship and the field
hockey and girls lacrosse teams to ISL season and tournament
championships.

 Performed in the Virginia District X Festivals for band, chorus, jazz, and solo
and ensemble; invited to sing Evensong at the National Cathedral.

 Participated in VISAA state tournaments and championship meets in boys
basketball, cross country, field hockey, boys and girls lacrosse, swimming &
diving, track & field, and wrestling.

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ENTERED BY THE CLASS OF 2015
Albright College  Amherst College  Arizona State University  Auburn University  Bates College  Boston College  Brown University  University of
California at Berkeley  University of California at Los Angeles  University of California at San Diego  University of California at Santa Cruz  Christopher
Newport University  Claremont McKenna College  Coastal Carolina University  Colgate University  Colorado College  University of Colorado at Boulder
 University of Connecticut  University of Denver  Duke University  Elon University  Ferrum College  George Washington University  George Mason
University  Georgetown University  Hamilton College  Hampton University  Harvard College  Iowa Western Community College  James Madison
University  Kenyon College  Lafayette College  University of Maryland at College Park  University of Miami–Florida  University of Michigan 
Middlebury College  Morehouse College  University of New Hampshire  Northwestern University  Randolph-Macon College  San Diego State
University  University of San Francisco  University of Southern California  University of South Carolina  Southern Methodist University  St.
Andrews–Scotland  St. John’s University–New York  Stanford University  University of Texas at Austin  University of Toronto  Tufts University  Tulane
University  United States Military Academy  Villanova University  University of Virginia  Virginia Military Institute  Virginia State University  Virginia
Tech  Wake Forest University  Washington & Jefferson College  Washington & Lee University  Wheaton College–Illinois  College of William & Mary
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Game, set,
match?

Proposal to close
Powhatan Park tennis
court comes under fire
By Chris Teale

Tennis has been an enormous
part of Jared Engeset’s life since
he was 10 years old, so when he
moved to Alexandria from Pentagon City with his wife, he was
delighted to see that their new
home on Colonial Avenue was
close to a city-operated tennis
court at Powhatan Park.
But when he heard one
weekend morning of a draft
city proposal that would replace
the facility with outdoor fitness
equipment at the park at 1010
Douglas St., Engeset was concerned enough to launch a grassroots campaign to try and save
the court. With a website, www.
saveourtenniscourt.com, and a
plan to gather signatures for a
petition he plans to present at the
NorthEast Citizens Association
meeting on June 17, he hopes to
convince the city to rethink their
plans in what he feels is a worthwhile cause.
“There are not many courts
in the city,” said Engeset. “There
are the four courts at Montgomery, there are two courts they
just added over at the Potomac
Yard area, which we feel like are
utilized constantly. They’ve also
added countless residents to this
area, and there are not a lot of
tennis courts.”
The idea to remove the
tennis court is part of a draft
plan to renovate city parks, including Powhatan, which was
released in the spring and includes a number of other recommendations by the division
of park planning, design and
capital development within the
city department of recreation,
parks and cultural activities.
The plan also includes moving the playground, moving

the sidewalk back from North
Henry Street to create a barrier between pedestrians and
vehicles, creating a plaza and
a green alley to capture stormwater, along with installing
shade structures.
The report says the tennis
court is rarely used, and that
given that no more than four
people can play at once, it limits
others’ use.
Engeset disputes that claim
and believes that with the expansion of residential development
in the northern neighborhoods
of Alexandria, it will continue to
grow in popularity.
“Based on our feedback and
how we use it, it does get used
quite often,” he said. “Granted,
only four people can use it at a
time, but you only play tennis for
an hour or two and then people
come on after that.
“You go, and you wait for a
court, and you play and you’re
done. That’s how tennis players have grown up through city
parks all their life, it’s nothing new that you walk out and
someone is on a court. That’s
pretty standard. If you just wait
a while, they’re gone, and you go
and play yourself.”
But Jack Browand, division
chief in the city’s parks and recreation department, disagrees.
Every two years, the department
undertakes a needs assessment
to survey what neighbors want
in their local parks. He says that
when the last one was completed
in 2013, tennis courts did not
rank highly on the list of residents’ priorities.
“Some of it is just visual observation; it’s also used when
we had some of the community
meetings and we asked people
about their basic use for the
park,” Browand said. “At that
time [in 2013], there wasn’t a
whole lot of discussion or inter-

est from the community to keep
it, so the conclusion was drawn
from the data that we had.”
Engeset also criticized the
idea that there is a great demand for outdoor fitness equipment among city residents, especially given the proliferation
of fitness opportunities across
the city.
“What threw us off the most
is they wanted to replace the
court and put outdoor adult fitness equipment there, which is a
nice idea in theory, but this area
is so fitness-friendly,” Engeset
said. “There are so many gyms
around the area. While our
gyms aren’t necessarily cheap,
there’s also the [Charles Houston Recreation Center] within
[six] blocks and there’s fitness
equipment in there.
“The fitness center opened
not too many years ago, so it’s a
very new facility, very nice. We
take tennis as fitness, so why remove something that’s already
being utilized by residents and
it’s already an existing structure.“
Browand said that characterization of fitness options in
Alexandria is too simplistic,
and that people instead wish to
have opportunities to stay fit
and want to do so outside as opposed to in an indoor gym.
“I think it’s just that this area
is very highly motivated to stay
fit,” he said. “Constantly near
the top of the list are outdoor
fitness opportunities. Trails
always rank very high, there’s
been a push for outdoor fitness
equipment. That was all the
rage many, many years ago.
“I think what people are
looking for is that they want to
have a fully integrated exercise and fitness opportunity, so
while they’re doing the cardio,
they then go and do some of the
weight bearing or other types
of exercises so they’re getting
the full exercise benefit they’re
looking for.”
The city is currently taking
feedback on their proposals for
all city parks through the end
of June, including Powhatan.
Engeset is looking to mobilize
support for his cause by asking
those interested to fill out the

survey and state their opposition
to the plan to remove the tennis
court. He says he has had plenty
of positive responses.		
“There’s been a lot of feedback from residents, a lot of positive folks who were basically
saying thank you, basically for
giving it a voice,” he said. “A lot
of people were saying that they
thought it was only them that
cared about this, just because
nobody had voiced any opinion.
We’ve really garnered support to
try and save the court.”
Engeset also cites a community feedback survey on the future of Powhatan Park from the
fall of 2014, in which 17 of the
19 respondents said they wished
to preserve or enhance the court.

Meanwhile, Browand says
that the department will continue to collect feedback in a
variety of ways, not only via the
online survey but also through
public hearings, community
meetings and poster boards that
people can write on.
“The nice thing is, the plans
aren’t final, so we hope our
feedback and getting people
out there, that we can save the
court, the next version of the
plan will include the court in
it,” Engeset said.
Broward agreed that there
is still plenty of time for planners to change their minds. The
city will review all the feedback
they receive and revise plans if
necessary over the summer.
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SCENE AROUND TOWN

A stunning look at the ‘Dirty Blonde’
Little Theatre production
shines a light on Mae West
By Jordan Wright

It took more than fluff and
fizz to create an icon like Mae
West. An iconoclast in the art of
sex appeal — even the term was
taboo when she started performing on the vaudeville circuit in
1911 — West was the naughtiest
of naughty girls, a role she cherished and perfected throughout
her lengthy career.
In writer Claudia Shear’s
Tony-nominated story “Dirty
Blonde,” now in production at
The Little Theatre of Alexandria, an impressionable young
fan Charlie (Daniel J. Calderon)
becomes deeply affected by his
meetings with the seductive actress. She teases and woos him
and they develop an ongoing,
though unconsummated, affinity for each other. As an adult, he
meets and is attracted to Jo (Alexandra Guyker), another adoring Mae West fan, but his obsession with the movie star impedes
his ability to have more than a
superficial relationship.
Janette Moman plays the
voluptuous siren, breathing
new life into the legend that
drove Hollywood’s glamour
machine for decades. Moman’s
voice and movements mimic
the star’s singular appeal. And
her ability to portray her vulnerability as well as her sexuality contributes to a convincing
performance.
Two consummate actors,
Chris Gillespie and Daniel
Doeuk, play all the other men
that weave in and out of Mae’s
life: her husband Frank Wallace,
co-stars, assorted agents, beaus,
dance partners and a judge and
court clerk. Set primarily in New
York and Los Angeles from
1911 to 1984, the show features
seven of West’s greatest musical
numbers, including “I’m No Angel,” “Oh My, How We Pose,”

PHOTOS/MATT LIPTAK

Janette Moman (above) stuns
audiences with her rendition of
Mae West in The Little Theatre of
Alexandria’s production of “Dirty
Blonde.” Alexandria Guyker also
provides a strong performance as
Jo, a woman whose relationship
is both hindered and bolstered by
her and her boyfriend’s admiration for the singer.

“A Guy What Takes His Time”
from “She Done Him Wrong,”
and “Dirty Blonde” from her Vegas act in the late 1950s.
West broke every convention of the day with her
racy behavior and scandalous
stunts, and the show is as informative of her past as it is
entertaining, often weaving
her famous quotes into the
dialogue. “Are you shakin’ my

hand or takin’ my pulse,” she
asks a potential backer. Later,
we learn she borrowed femininity advice from her fellow
performers, a close-knit group
of drag queens, and appropriated the “Shimmy She Wobble” from black acts of the day.
Mae’s story runs alongside
the tale of Charlie and Jo, their
tender friendship and mutual
admiration of Mae, and his in-

ability to free himself of his
fixation with Mae long enough
to let real love into his life.
“She never really let herself
learn to love anyone but herself,” Charlie admits to Jo.
Calderon captures Charlie’s transformation from awkward youth into adulthood,
and Guyker proves to be the
perfectly cast matchup. Complex emotional themes weave

in and out of the jokes and the
cast rises to the challenge.
The crew is worthy of commendations in addition to the
actors on stage. Costumes by
Beverley Benda, wardrobe by
Jean Coyle, and fabulous hair
and wigs by Rebecca Harris all
capture the decades of glamorous gowns, platinum blonde
bouffant hairstyles, and mountains of feathered accessories.
David Dender on piano and
David Burrelli on bass bring
the story and songs to life.
Through June 27 at The Little
Theatre of Alexandria, 600
Wolfe St. For tickets and
information call the box office
at 703-683-0496 or visit www.
thelittletheatre.com.
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Calendar
of Events
To have your event
considered for our
calendar listings,
please email
events@alextimes.com.
Now to June 11
LAFAYETTE BALL DANCE
CLASSES In preparation for the Lafay-

ette Ball on June 13, learn 18th century
English country dancing from expert
dance instructors. Admission costs $12
per person, $30 for the series.
Time: Each Thursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

Now to June 12
L’HERMIONE VOYAGE 2015

Tour the L’Hermione, a replica of General
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Lafayette’s 18th-century ship, plus the
largest and most authentically built Tall
Ship in the last 150 years. Stroll through
the Heritage Village along the waterfront
full of history, exhibits, living history
characters and more. Public tours of the
ship are available with free timed tickets,
the last tour time each day is 3:30 p.m.
The Heritage Village exhibit area is open
until 7 p.m. each day.
Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: City Marina, 0 Cameron St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or gadsbys.tavern@alexandriava.gov

June 11
TEENAGE HERO: LAFAYETTE

Author Harlow Giles Unger describes
how Lafayette left a life of luxury to
fight — and nearly die — for liberty in
America; how he coaxed the despotic
king of France to send an army and
fleet to ensure American victory
at Yorktown; and how Washington
embraced the boy-general as his
“adopted son.” Admission is $10.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Information: http://shop.alexandriava.gov

June 12-13
SUMMER ESCAPE AT MOUNT
VERNON Sip wine and taste local and

historic culinary treats while watching
the sun set at the first president’s home.
This is a rare opportunity to visit Mount

Vernon after the daytime crowds have
departed. Relax to live music, join in a
bocce game and unwind against the
backdrop of the Potomac River. Admission is $20 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000 or www.
mountvernon.org

June 13

our Revolutionary War victory. This
revolutionary-era period ball will
feature a variety of English country
dances, live music, and seasonal
desserts. Period costume optional,
“after-five” attire encouraged. Tickets
cost $45 per person.
Time: 8 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

MOVIE NIGHT AT FOUR MILE

RUN The Cora Kelly Center is cosponsoring with National Community
Church its First Annual Family Movie
Night at the Conservatory Center on
the Plaza. The community participants will enjoy free popcorn, cotton
candy, drinks and a (PG) movie.
Time: 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Cora Kelly Recreation
Center, 4109 Mount Vernon Ave.
SEE calendar | 18

CIVIL WAR CAMP DAY Union

and Confederate reenactors interpret
Civil War military activities in camp
settings, present drills, infantry and
artillery demonstrations, and civilian
impressions. Program is weather
dependent.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

WORLD WIDE KNIT IN PUBLIC
DAY A day to show the general public

that knitting can be a community activity in a very distinct way. This year
is the 10th anniversary of this world
wide event.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Commerce Street Park,
South Fayette and Commerce streets.
Information: 703-664-0344 or
danielle@fibrespace.com

LAFAYETTE BALL Dance the night

away as the L’Hermonie heads to its
next stop in Baltimore and celebrate

Dirty Blond

6/6 - 6/27

Winner of the 2010 Tony Award for Best Play,
this funny, bawdy affair highlights one of
America’s pop culture icons and her climb to
fame. This comedy weaves the life story of
Mae West with the sweetly oddball romance
of two lonely New Yorkers who are obsessed
with the star. Enjoy the comic story of West’s
colorful career from her
Coming soon
beginnings in vaudeville
to her legendary stature as
one of the silver screen’s greatest bombshells. As
a bonus, “Dirty Blonde” also includes songs from
Ms. West’s most famous movies including “I’m No
Angel,” “Dirty Blonde,” “Perfect Love” and more!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m
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Information: 703-746-5554 or
angela.redfearn@alexandriava.gov

OLD TOWN ARTS AND
CRAFTS FAIR Volunteer Alexandria

hosts its 35th annual Old Town Arts
and Crafts Fair. The event will include
70 vendors, whose items range from
food to unique crafts such as jewelry,
pet accessories, art, pottery, soaps,
children’s toys and clothing and more.
The fair will also include a live performance by The Alexandria Citizens
Swing Band at 3:30 and 5:30 p.m.
Time: 3 to 8 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-836-2176 or www.
volunteeralexandria.org

DEL RAY HOME STUDIO TOUR

Darling Betty Vintage Boutique, Moon-

light Bindery and Truly-Life Eco Gifts,
three of Del Ray’s finest home-based
entrepreneurs and artisans, open
their studios to the public. Presentations by each studio owner and artist
include a mix of talks, demonstrations
and hands-on experiences for visitors.
Tickets cost $25 per person.
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 3 to 6 p.m.
Location: Starts at Bon Vivant Café +
Farm Market, 2016 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 704-967-2224 or
mclyne@mac.com

June 16
THE BODYGUARD’S ACCOUNT: THE ASSASSINATION
OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN Award

winning author and historian Bob
O’Connor will be speaking about the
assassination of Abraham Lincoln

from the viewpoint of his bodyguard
Ward Hill Lamon. Admission is free.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library,
5005 Duke St.
Information: www.alexandria.lib.
va.us or 703-746-1751

LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER’S:
FOR EARLY-STAGE CAREGIVERS The first of a three-part series

that provides practical answers to
the questions that arise in the early
stages of Alzheimer’s and is designed
to provide care partners with the
knowledge, tools and strategies
needed to cope with a diagnosis
of Alzheimer’s disease or a related
dementia. Cost is free.
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage of Northern
Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 800-272-3900

June 17
AUDIOBOOKS COME ALIVE

Celebrate National Audiobook Month
and learn what it takes to transform
the written page into an engaging audiobook experience. A panel of experts
in the field will join us to discuss the
training, narration, and production
efforts that take place to produce high
quality audiobooks for both commercial
audiences and for the National Library
Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped. Admission is free.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Beatley Central Library,
5005 Duke St.
Information: www.alexandria.lib.
va.us or 703-746-1751

June 18

Directory

There is Still Time!

Call 703-739-0001 to Advertise
in the next summer camp
issue of the Alexandria Times!
Deadline is Friday, June 12th for the
upcoming June 18th issue.

Janney turns our attention to the end of
the war and its aftermath, the ways that
Americans viewed the struggle by 1865
and began to form their own understanding of it even as veterans were still
returning from battlefields. She asks
how the nation would heal this great
wound, and if it has entirely healed 150
years later. Seating is limited.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

SEE calendar | 19

Youth
Youth

Sailing Camp
Camp
Sailing
Ages8 8- -14 14
Ages

(703)
(703)768-0018
768-0018
www.saildc.com
www.saildc.com

See page 27 for more camps.

Full day Sailing and Windsurfing camps
Week-long sessions beginning June 1 (Ages 9-15)
For online registration, visit www.washingtonsailingmarina.com

CIVIL WAR LECTURE Caroline

MUSIC AT TWILIGHT A city con-

Summer 2015

Camp &
Enrichment

cert series with a jazz performance by
E & Me. Admission is free.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300
John Carlyle St.
Information: 703-746-5592

The Alexandria Police
Youth Camp is accepting
applications for our summer program.
Visit www.AlexPYC.org or
contact Officer Marcus Downey at
571-221-4828 for more information.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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A JAZZY JUNE CONCERT

DuPont Brass, a local group from
Howard University, will perform in
celebration of African-American Music
Appreciation Month.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St.
Information: www.nvrpa.org/park/
carlyle_house_historic_park

June 19
MAKE A SPLASH Bring the

whole family to Family Fun Nights
for swimming and fun for all ages on
Friday evenings. Pool games include
beach ball relays, water basketball,
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diving for prizes and fun on the ‘Aqua
Challenge’ floating obstacle course.
Admission is $4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation Center & Aquatics Facility,
3210 King St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/c/1028

June 20-21
BEAT THE HEAT RACQUETBALL
TOURNAMENT Join this double

elimination tournament for singles and
doubles, divided by age groups: Men
and/or Women 18–34, 35–50, 51–65
and 66 & over. Tournament will be
played Saturday and/or Sunday.
Time: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recre-

ation Center & Aquatics Facility,
3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5408 or
tamika.coleman@alexandriava.gov

FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND AT
MOUNT VERNON “General Wash-

ington” greets visitors and poses for
photographs on Father’s Day weekend. Listen to “General Washington”
as he discusses his role as husband,
stepfather and father of our country
in the program “Father to the First
Family.”
Time: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org

June 21
FREE FATHER’S DAY TOURS

Tours of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum and the Friendship Firehouse
Museum, with all fathers entering
free of charge.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.; Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S.
Fairfax St.; Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-3852, 703746-4994, apothecary.museum@
alexandriava.gov or www.friendshipfirehouse.net

June 23
LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER’S:
FOR EARLY-STAGE CAREGIVERS

The second of a three-part series
that provides practical answers to
the questions that arise in the early
stages of Alzheimer’s and is designed
to provide care partners with the
knowledge, tools and strategies
needed to cope with a diagnosis
of Alzheimer’s disease or a related
dementia. Cost is free.
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage of Northern
Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 800-272-3900

CANAL PLAZA CONCERT A free
concert with a jazz performance by
Kim Reynolds Band.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Canal Center Plaza Amphitheater, 44 Canal Center Plaza.
Information: 703-746-5592

June 27-September 5
SPECIAL FAMILY TOURS

GAME
BREAKER
Lacrosse Camps

Work Hard. Have Fun. Get Better.
Boys Lacrosse Camp at
EPISCOPAL HIGH SCHOOL
Ages 8–17
• Individual Skills
• Positional Training
800.944.7112

• Daily Prizes
• Scrimmages
LaxCamps.com

Explore Gadsby’s Tavern Museum at
your own pace with this flexible tour
format, led by junior docents. In late
June and July, explore the science
behind the historic ice well as part
of National Ice Cream Month. August
features activities about 18th century
travel, highlighting a letter written by
Thomas Jefferson outlining his route
from D.C. to Monticello as well as art
projects revolving around the theme.
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

June 27
CIVIL WAR KIDS DRILL DAY

Children aged 9 to 12 can learn more
about the daily life of the Civil War
soldier. The program will feature drill
instruction led by a Civil War reenactor, who will teach young recruits
the Manual of Arms and basic drill
techniques as well as a typical infantryman’s uniform and equipment. The
cost per child is $25, which includes
a Civil War kepi and snack. Registration is suggested as space is limited.
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Fort Ward Museum and
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

FOOD AND WINE FESTIVAL

The Alexandria Food and Wine
Festival is a community-based event
featuring tastes of local foods and
wine, as well as artisans, a children’s
corner and live entertainment.
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100
Madison St.
Information: 703-624-0245, www.
alexandriafoodandwine.com or info@
sandevents.com

FAMILY DIG DAY The event is
presented in three parts, beginning
with an introduction to the history
and archaeology of the Shuter’s Hill
site, followed by a site tour and finally
gathering around the screens to sift
through excavated soil collecting artifacts. Admission is $5 per person.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: 703-746-4399 or
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

June 28-September 6
NEW FAMILY ART LAB AT THE
APOTHECARY MUSEUM New

this summer, guests can explore the
Family Art Lab. The Lab features a
new activity every week that brings
together history, science, and art in
a way all ages will enjoy. Lab only
admission is $5 per family.
Time: Each Sunday, 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or www.
apothecarymuseum.org

June 30
LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER’S:
FOR EARLY-STAGE CAREGIVERS The third of a three-part series

that provides practical answers to
the questions that arise in the early
stages of Alzheimer’s and is designed
to provide care partners with the
knowledge, tools and strategies
needed to cope with a diagnosis
of Alzheimer’s disease or a related
dementia. Cost is free.
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage of Northern
Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 800-272-3900

July 4
AN AMERICAN CELEBRATION
Includes a naturalization ceremony
for 100 new citizens, daytime
fireworks, military re-enactments, a
special wreath laying ceremony, free
birthday cake for all (while supplies
last), a visit from “General and Mrs.
Washington” and a performance by
the National Concert Band during its
“Red, White and Blue” concert.
Time: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org
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OUT OF THE CLASSROOM

Ed u cation S e ction

Saints mathletes come out on top
For students with a passion for math, St. Stephen’s
and St. Agnes School offers
many challenging opportunities both in- and outside the
classroom. One such chance
is to compete in various competitions throughout the year,
such as the Junior Mathematics League (JML) and the
Virginia Math League.
This school year, the SSSAS team of ninth and tenth
grade Honors Geometry,
Honors Algebra 2/Trigonometry and Advanced Geometry
students won the Independent School Division (Fibonacci Division) of the JML,
sponsored by the Northern
Virginia Council of Teachers
of Mathematics. The team
competed in six contests over
the course of the year and finished in first place.
Students placing in a tie for
first in the 2014-2015 Junior
Math League competition

Courtesy photo

were sophomore Francesca
Ciavarella and freshmen Jack
Dewhurst and Elliot Karsten.
In 2014, 2012, 2011, 2009
and 2008, SSSAS Upper
School JML teams came in first
place in their division and finished second in 2010 and 2013.
In addition, the varsity division — a team of Advanced
Precalculus and AP Calculus
students — finished first in
the Alexandria and Arlington
Division of the Virginia Math

League. The students participated in six contests over the
course of the school year.
Junior Eric Karsten finished first in the competition,
while seniors Marshall Benjamin and Khalil Hoque tied for
second place.
In 2014, 2013 and 2009,
the SSSAS team of Advanced
Precalculus and AP Calculus
finished first in the Alexandria and Arlington division
of the Virginia Math League.

Courtesy photo

Browne Academy’s Advanced Guitar Ensemble was the featured performance at the Lunch Bunch Concert Series at Market Square on King
Street last month. The seven guitarists from grades five to eight, led by
director Gina Biver, performed 10 songs for more than a half an hour to
an outdoor audience. The set list included: “Billy Jean” by Michael Jackson; “Don’t Worry, Be Happy” by Bobby McFerrin; “While My Guitar Gently
Weeps” by The Beatles; “America” arranged by Marsters; “Royal Blues” arranged by Marsters; “Can’t Buy Me Love” by The Beatles; “Fum Fum Fum,”
a traditional Spanish carol; “Safe and Sound” by Taylor Swift; “Ho Hey!” by
The Lumineers; and the “Browne Academy Song” arranged by Gina Biver.

ACDS first graders impress
at annual
Authors’
Tea

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo

Grace Episcopal School is bidding farewell to the 2015 graduating fifth grade class and longtime
fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Talmadge (pictured) after 25 years in the classroom. Mrs. Benedict and
Mrs. Fraser (not pictured) also are retiring after 18 and 25 years of service, respectively, at Grace.

First graders at Alexandria
Country Day School recently read
books they wrote and illustrated to
an enthusiastic crowd of parents
and friends at the annual Authors’
Tea.
Each child shared a fictional
story, personal narrative or piece
of non-fiction bound into a book,
complete with dedication and
about-the-author sections. To write
their books, students drew on les-

sons learned this year in writer’s
workshops on how to use actions,
thoughts, dialogue and feelings to
bring their writing to life.
Students also practiced their
oral language skills reading their
books with inflection and infusing emotion into their words. The
audience hung onto every word of
these creative and inspired books
and cannot wait to read what they
write next.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

June 11, 2015 | 21

Immanuel Lutheran students
perform in Market Square

SSSAS students receive
Cappies nominations

Courtesy photo

Immanuel Lutheran School
students once again participated
in Alexandria’s Market Square
Lunch Bunch Concert Series last
month, in what has become an
annual tradition. Performing in
the final concert of the season,
students presented “The Best of
ILS 2014-2015,” a program that
showcased highlights from ILS
performances throughout the
school year.
ILS Upper School students
shared an encore performance
of “Food, Glorious Food,” from
“Oliver!” which they previously
performed at a January school
talent show. Lower School students also performed various
songs and recitations from this
school year, including an ex-

cerpt from Virgil’s “Aeneid”
performed in Latin, Beethoven’s
“Ode to Joy” performed by third
graders on recorders with a special solo performance by Charlotte Lewis, and the “Hauling
Song” with soloists Lucy Beekman and Erika Abegg, as well as
other songs and poems.
“The Lunch Bunch Concert
is one of our favorite ILS traditions,” said Lower School Lead
Teacher, Katherine Winterstein.
“Music and poetry are an integral part of our classical curriculum at Immanuel. This program
provides a wonderful venue to
highlight some of our favorites
from the year and share all we’ve
learned with family, friends and
the community.”

PHOTO/DAVID WILLIAMS

At Burgundy Farm Country Day School, fourth and fifth grade students
recently studied the colonial era. The lessons culminated in a trip to
Burgundy’s West Virginia campus to experience colonial life with historically inspired clothing, activities and meals. Helping to prepare dinner for their class and chaperones, students Kenna, Max, Cydney and
Chloe take turns churning butter.

Courtesy photo

The St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes Upper School Stage
One Players received five Critics and Awards Program —
Cappies — nominations for
the group’s fall production of
Shakespeare’s “Richard III.”
The 16th annual Cappies Gala
was held on Sunday, June 7 at
The Kennedy Center.
Nominations were for seniors Mey McLean and Iona
McLean for music composition
and performance; senior Alexander Collins for lead actor

in a play; juniors Eric Karsten
and Nolan Thompson for lighting; juniors Nicki Gray and
Eric Karsten and senior Ellen
Stevens for sets; and seniors
Khalil Hoque and Ian Lloyd
and juniors Dokken Shapero
and Katie Henshaw for sound.
Additionally, sophomores
Bobbie Benjamin and Emma
Somer, juniors Katie Connor
and Nicki Gray and senior Ellen Stevens all were published
in various news outlets throughout the year for the reviews they

wrote of other high school’s
plays and musicals as critics for
the Cappies.
The Critics and Awards
Program is a program through
which high school theater and
journalism students are trained
as critics, attend shows at other
schools, write reviews and
publish those reviews in local
newspapers like The Washington Post. At the end of the
year, the student critics vote
for awards that are presented
at a formal Cappies Gala.

Congratulations, Class of 2015!
We’re so proud of our incredible Burgundy graduates.

Discover the unique learning environment Burgundy offers to students
in junior kindergarten through 8th grade. Call 703.329.6968 to schedule a tour
of our 25-acre Alexandria campus or learn more at www.burgundyfarm.org.
Burgundy Farm Country Day School | 703.960.3431
3700 Burgundy Road, Alexandria, VA
www.burgundyfarm.org | www.facebook.com/burgundyfarm
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CONGRATULATIONS

TO THE CLASS OF 2015
Graduates were accepted at the following schools:
Bishop Ireton
Bishop McNamara
Bishop O’Connell
Calverton School
Edmund Burke School
Emerson Preparatory School
Flint Hill School
Foxcroft School

Gonzaga College High School
Maret School
Oakcrest School
Paul VI Catholic High School
Potomac School
Sandy Spring Friends School
St. John’s College High School
St. Margaret’s School

St. Stephen’s and
St. Agnes School
The Field School
Thomas Jefferson High School
for Science and Technology
Woodberry Forest School

Explore our campus with a
SUMMER TOUR
Fridays, June 19 to August 7 - 8:30 to 10 am
PRESCHOOL-GRADE 8
Nurturing academic excellence
and the confidence to

THRIVE

5917 TELEGRAPH ROAD
703.960.3000

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22310

ADMISSION@BROWNEACADEMY.ORG

BROWNEACADEMY.ORG
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Alexandria welcomes French tall ship L’Hermione
Photos by Chris Teale

2

1

1. Miles Young, president of the
Friends of Hermione-Lafayette
in America, addresses an
audience of dignitaries, residents and tourists at the start
of the ceremony to welcome
L’Hermione to Alexandria.
2. L’Hermione’s 32 cannons were
on display after the ship docked
in Alexandria. The Marquis de
Lafayette’s ship helped turn the
tide of the American Revolutionary War when it originally arrived
in 1780.
3. The wheel of the L’Hermione
was used to steer it from its
starting point in France to its
12 ports of call in the United
States, including Alexandria.
4. The colors of France and the
United States are presented
before the start of the ceremony honoring L’Hermione’s
arrival in Alexandria.
5. L’Hermione stands tall at the
Alexandria waterfront having arrived in the Port City from George
Washington’s home of Mount
Vernon Wednesday morning.
The replica of the Marquis de
Lafayette’s ship is 217 feet long
and made out of 12,500 cubic
feet of oak and Douglas fir wood.

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month
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Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday
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5-21,
Saturday,
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13,2014
2015  3 - 8 p.m. at M
December 22, 23 & 24, 2014
Fine Arts & Crafts, food, and more
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by Volunteer
Alexandria
Hunger-FreefAir
Old Stop
TOwn
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SAVE THE DATE - Old
Town Arts and Crafts Fair
Alexandria’s tents for toys and canned food donations
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June 13, 2015
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Outdoor
European
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13,
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3AT
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Square
ArkeT
s
quAre
Fine Arts & Crafts, food, and more!
Art & Craft Vendors | Children’s Corner

Old Town Alexandria, Market Square, 301 King Street

Glühwein
Hotfood,
Wine and
| Diverse
Food Selections | Live Music
Fine Arts
& Crafts,
more!
Fine
Crafts,
food,
and more!
300 Arts
John&
Carlyle
Street
– Alexandria

alexandriaholidaymarket.com

70 LocalPartners
and Regional
&
B
Artists & Crafters Music & Snacks
S
EVENT MANAGEMENT

The mission of Volunteer Alexandria, a 501(c)3
non-profit agency, is to build a better community by
inspiring and mobilizing people to volunteer.
Call 703-836-2176 or visit volunteeralexandria.org.
Superior work with Brilliant results

5
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As Toronto Blue Jays centerfielder Kevin Pillar prepares to face Washington Nationals pitcher Max
Scherzer, Adam Smith sits just feet away, proudly wearing his Baltimore Orioles jersey.

Adam Smith turns heads
at Nationals Park in
Baltimore shirt
By Chris Teale

It could have be seen as the
ultimate act of bravery and
defiance: wearing the shirt of
a rival at an opponent’s ballpark and sitting right in front
of home plate in full view of
everyone watching the game
on television.
But Alexandria native
Adam Smith does not quite
see it that way after he gained
fame last Tuesday for wearing a Baltimore Orioles Tshirt at Nationals Park as he
watched the Washington Nationals take on the Toronto
Blue Jays from the Presidents
Club seats just feet from the
batter’s box.
Instead, it is something the
diehard Orioles fan says he
always does, given the strong
baseball connection between
D.C. and Baltimore, which

for years was the only feasible
option for fans of the national
pastime in the nation’s capital
to catch a game in person.

For me,
D.C. is an
Orioles town
and it always
will be, and
that’s what
possesses me to
wear an Orioles
shirt.”
- Adam Smith
“Whenever I go to a Nats
game, I pretty much wear
Orioles gear because I support the Orioles through and
through,” Smith said. “That
was D.C.’s team when I was
growing up, at least because
I’m in my early 30s so that’s
the generation coming up

from D.C. [where] if you
liked baseball, you pretty
much were an Orioles fan
because it was only a 45-minute to an hour drive to get up
there to watch a game.
“For me, I always personally consider D.C. to be
an Orioles town. That’s very
short sighted, I know, because
we’ve got such a great team
in the Nationals here that are
representing the city so well
these last few years. For me,
D.C. is an Orioles town and
it always will be, and that’s
what possesses me to wear an
Orioles shirt.”
The 32-year-old works
as an independent insurance
broker for Old Town insurance company Clarke and
Sampson, and also has a side
business as a DJ known as
Smitty Gritty. He was born
and raised in the Port City
and attended Bishop Ireton
SEE Orioles | 25
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High School before studying
at Virginia Tech. His connection to the Orioles goes back
a long way, especially as D.C.
was without a team during his
childhood.
“That’s the first team I’ve
ever had any allegiance to,”
Smith said. “My mom grew up
in Baltimore and we would go
up there on the weekends to
visit my grandparents. They
were all Orioles fans, and
we used to go up to Memorial Stadium and watch Cal
Ripken Jr. and Eddie Murray
back in the 1980s. Then they
built Camden Yards and that
quickly turned into my favorite sports venue in the entire
country that I’ve been to.
“I bleed black and orange
when it comes to baseball.
The Nationals are definitely
my National League team,
but they don’t even come
close when it comes to the
Orioles for my passion.”
Smith acquired tickets to
the game through a friend,
who offered him one of four
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corporate seats in the Presidents Club through his father.
Despite some initial concerns, Smith agreed to go and
take in a game in some of the
best seats in Nationals Park.
“One of my friends, it was
his dad’s corporate seats,” he
said. “He’s sat in those seats a
dozen times in the past and I’ve
always seen him on TV and we
always text each other back
and forth when I’m kind of just
making fun of him and having
a little bit of banter back and
forth when he’s on television.
“He offered the other day;
he asked if a few of us wanted
to go to the game with him.
I’m actually trying to save up
for a house and trying to stick
to the budget, so I told him I
probably would pass on the
game, but he quickly came
back and said these were club
seats, everything is free, ‘You
might want to reconsider as
you might find yourself on
TV.’ I was like, ‘Alright, well,
I guess if that’s the case let’s
go ahead and do it.’”
Almost as soon as he took
his seat and the live broadcast

on the Mid-Atlantic Sports
Network began, Smith says
he got a great deal of feedback from friends, and that
it continued almost unabated
throughout.
“I was getting texts left
and right, people were telling
me to put my phone down,
don’t be that guy who’s on his
phone the entire broadcast,”
Smith said. “A lot of other
people were telling me they
were jealous of how I got to
sit in those seats and so on.

Just a lot of ‘Put your phone
down,’ and ‘You had to go
and wear an Orioles shirt,
didn’t you?’ Stuff like that.”
He also met two members
of the Washington Capitals,
who were both taking in the
game after a long season in
the NHL. Smith managed to
take selfies with center Nicklas Backstrom and defenseman Mike Green to complete
what was a memorable outing.
As for future games,
Smith is adamant that he will

continue to wear apparel of
his favored Orioles if he returns to Nationals Park.
“I think at this point I’ve
got a little bit of a reputation
to uphold,” Smith said. “Why
not try to turn this into something? I definitely want to be
known as Orioles Man in the
D.C. area. [Washington Post
sports reporter] Dan Steinberg dubbed me that on Twitter the other night, so I definitely would love to be known
as Orioles Man if I can.”

It's tIme
for a
hearIng
check.
Call Cosmetic Hearing Solutions today

571-312-7345
Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

424 S. Washington St., Alexandria, VA

cosmetichearingsolutions.com

Spring

Cleaning

It’s not too late! We can still
jump start your cleaning
A+ Better Business Bureau Rating
Trusted & Praised since 1989
Bonded, Insured & Uniformed
Green Equipment & Supplies
Flexible Scheduling

50
Oﬀ

$

$30 OFF 1st Cleaning
$20 OFF 3rd Cleaning
Expires 08-31-15

Promo Code AT0615
New customers only.
Some restrictions apply.
Cannot be combined .

COURTESY PHOTO

Adam Smith poses for a selfie with Washington Capitals center
Nicklas Backstrom at Nationals Park. Smith gained fame during
the Nationals’ game with the Toronto Blue Jays as he wore a Baltimore Orioles jersey in his seat just behind home plate.

maidbrigade.com

Call: 703.659.4611
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At Home
In the shower (left), a glassor acrylic-block radius wall is
as durable and low-maintenance as ceramic tile, while
providing varying degrees of
privacy in which sunlight —
and water — can stream.

Design
around
the
block

In the entryway (right), sidelights made of glass or acrylic block make for a warm
welcome, while not compromising the security of the
space.

By Mary G. Pepitone

Utilizing natural light,
while still maintaining privacy, need not be a design
stumbling block in the home.
Once relegated largely to
commercial applications, the
ease of installing clear block
systems as residential windows and walls can be as
smooth as glass, says Roger
Murphy, president of Hy-Lite,
a U.S. Block Windows Company in Pensacola, Florida,
and a leading manufacturer
of acrylic and glass-block systems since 1988.
“A modern design aesthetic
in today’s homes lends itself well
to the use of acrylic and glass
blocks,” Murphy said. “Today,
people are thinking outside the
box, using these block systems
in unconventional ways — not
just as windows.”
Glass and acrylic blocks are
prized for providing varying degrees of privacy and light trans-

Photos/HY-LITE
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HOME OF THE WEEK

A spacious home in the heart of Del Ray
This is a lovely brick home
with more than 3,000 square
feet of well-designed living
space on four levels. A foyer entry welcomes you to the formal
living room and dining room,
which comes with crown molding and wainscoting. The fabulous new chef’s kitchen with
adjacent family room features
quartz counters and breakfast
bar, stainless steel appliances
and 42-inch white cabinets.
French doors open to a
gorgeous screened-in porch
and deck with access to the
fenced yard with a putting
green. The upper level has
three bedrooms and two full
bathrooms including the master suite. The fourth level with

full bathroom and sun deck
is ideal for a fourth bedroom
or an office. Downstairs, a
spacious lower level with tall

Photos/DS Creative Group

An open-plan kitchen and living space makes this property perfect for
entertaining.

At a Glance:
Address: 3 E. Bellefonte Ave.,
Alexandria, VA 22301
Location: Del Ray

ceilings and full size windows
boasts a recreation room and
a large storage room with outdoor access.

Price: $1.05 million
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3.5
Parking: Driveway

This beautiful brick home is located in the heart of Del Ray, just minutes from its numerous shops, restaurants and entertainment options.

Contact: Christine Garner,
Weichert, Realtors,
cghomes@hotmail.com,
703-587-4855
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The use of glass or acrylic blocks in a home (above) will flood the inside with outside light, allowing homeowners to enjoy more natural light, while having the privacy to do so. In the kitchen (below), glass- or acrylicblock sections inserted between the countertop and the wall cabinets are a bright idea for a backsplash.

Blocks
FROM | 26

mission at the same time. In the
past, the use of glass blocks in
homes was largely limited to
basement windows. Now, glass
blocks and their acrylic counterparts are illuminating
every room in the house.
Homeowners might
become
glassy-eyed
when discussing design
options, since glass and
acrylic blocks come in a
myriad of different colors, types and textures,
but there are differences
between the two products, Murphy says.
“There is much more
design freedom when dealing with acrylic blocks, as
opposed to glass ones,” he
said. “The most obvious difference is that glass-block design
shapes are limited to right angles. Acrylic blocks have greater design flexibility because we
can achieve architectural shapes
such as arches, ovals, octagons

and triangles in the factory.”
Glass blocks can measure
up to 4 inches thick or be
twice as deep as a single-pane
window. Traditionally, glass
blocks were individually mortared together like bricks, resulting in a heavy, permanent

and immovable fixture.
Today, preassembled glassblock windows are available in a
wide variety of ready-to-install
sizes. Hy-Lite manufactures
pre-framed 2-inch-thick glass
blocks that are incorporated into

a substrate, which protects the
blocks from cracking. Murphy
says glass-block systems are
also heavier than acrylic ones,
so you will need to install them
on a firm foundation to ensure
your home can support the additional weight.
Conversely, acrylicblock windows can be
used in both fixed and
operable applications, as
they are up to 70 percent
lighter than traditional
glass-block
windows,
Murphy says. Awning,
casement and basement
hopper-style
windows
are some of the most popular window styles that
both open and close.
Because acrylic is a
transparent thermoplastic made of synthetic resins, these blocks are easier to
manipulate during the manufacturing process. In addition
to different sizes and shapes,
acrylic blocks can be easily
colored or tinted to block the
sun’s rays. Extra insulating

layers added during the manufacturing process can make
acrylic blocks one-third more
energy efficient than traditional glass-block windows, Murphy says.
“For our products, a block
assembly of about a 47-inch
square is just under $715 for
glass block and just over $600
for acrylic,” Murphy said. “Of
course, you can find architectural salvage glass blocks, but
you will need to factor in the
time and labor of mortaring
them into place.”
Although glass and acrylic
blocks are technically transparent, different surface patterns
— waved, ribbed, stippled,
dimpled or gridded — all distort
views and refract light. Privacy
patterns in the blocks eliminate
the need for window treatments
and are especially popular in
bathrooms. They are ideal as not
only exterior windows, but also
as room dividers, kitchen backsplashes, shower enclosures and
part of stairway railings.
• In the entryway, sidelights
made of glass or acrylic block
make for a warm welcome,
while not compromising the se-

curity of the space.
• In an open floor plan, a
glass- or acrylic-block wall or
partition defines and separates
spaces in a light and bright way.
• In the kitchen, glass- or
acrylic-block sections inserted
between the countertop and the
wall cabinets are a bright idea
for a backsplash, while an island
need not be unchartered territory when framed by blocks.
• In the shower, glass or
acrylic blocks are as durable and
low-maintenance as ceramic
tile, while providing varying
degrees of privacy in which
sunlight — and water — can
stream.
• On the stairway, glass or
acrylic blocks can be a contemporary take on conventional
spindles without compromising
safety, while brightening up an
otherwise shadowy stairwell.
Murphy says the use of glass
or acrylic blocks in a home can
flood the inside with outside
light. “The use of glass or acrylic blocks allows homeowners to
go more natural,” he said. “Not
only are they able to enjoy more
natural light, they have the privacy to do so.”

The City of Alexandria’s Department
of Planning & Zoning will host a
two-day symposium on June 19-20, 2015
to explore what Alexandria’s urban
fabric will look like in 50 years.
The event is free and open to the public,
however RSVP’s are strongly encouraged and
can be completed by emailing
preservation@alexandriava.gov.
Friday June 19th 6-10 PM
George Washington Masonic National Memorial
101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22314
Saturday June 20th 8:30-12:30 PM
Virginia Theological Seminary
Addison Academic Center
3232 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22314
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Obituaries

David Endicott Bolte (89),
Col. (ret.)
David Endicott Bolte (89),
Col. (ret.) passed away peacefully on Monday, June 1, 2015
of Ft. Belvoir, Va. Loving husband of Mary Lee Bolte; father of Benjamin Bolte (Cassandra), John Bolte (Holly),
Damara Gailliot (Michael)
and Kathryn Bolte (Nathan
Walz); brother of two; grandfather of 11. West Point Class
of 1949, Dave was son of Gen.
Charles L. and Adelaide Poore
Bolte and Brother of Philip L.
(USMA ’50) of Huntsville,
Ala. and Damara Bolte of
Leesburg, Va. Hill School
(Penn.) alum, infantryman
(1949-1977), leader, fighter,
linguist, servant, historian,
athlete, story-teller, and example of honesty, strength,
pride, and honor.
A memorial service will
be held at The Fairfax at Bel-

Allergies

This week in 2011:
Local high school student’s storm research
dazzles judges – “T.C. Williams sophomore and bud-

ding meteorologist Christopher Gerlach added yet another
first place prize and $200 to his name at an invitation-only
science fair on Friday. Gerlach’s research into severe thunderstorms landed him a spot in the competition, organized by
the American Meteorological Society’s D.C. chapter.”

UNCF and Verizon wiring the future for student

“St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes senior Lauren Mizzell will leave
Alexandria with a diploma and cutting edge electronics to
boot after winning a Verizon Wireless and United Negro
College Fund scholarship. The soon-to-be graduate will take
more than $3,000 in tuition and electronics to Loyola University in the fall after penning an essage explaining how wireless
technology has changed her life.”

Local veteran recalls ‘bloody’ day at Omaha
Beach: More than 60 years later, memories
remain vivid – “Rolf Valtin is quick to point out he’s not

a hero, but on June 6, 1944 he waded to shore on Omaha
Beach, dodging machine gun fire and struggling to survive.”

FROM | 9

clude: Zyrtec (Cetirizine),
Claritin (Loratadine), Allegra (Fexofenadine) and
Alavert (Loratadine). In
addition, all of these medications are available under
their generic form. I advise
patients that there is no
disadvantage to buying the
generic brand (I buy only
generic medications when
possible — it is exact same
medication, but it is cheaper because you aren’t paying for the brand recognition and packaging). There
are a few name-brand oral
antihistamines only available by prescription, but
most patients have great
results with the over the
counter medications alone.
• Nasal steroid sprays: These
medications focus predominately on nasal symptoms.
They can be used on an
as-needed basis, usually
twice a day. They help re-

ESTELLE P. BUNN (78),
formerly of Alexandria,
May 29, 2015
RALPH C. HARDY (78),
of Alexandria, May 25, 2015
HELEN D. IRVIN (86),
formerly of Alexandria,
June 8, 2015
JAMES W. KELLER (75),
formerly of Alexandria,
May 30, 2015
SARAH M. KINNEAR (71),
of Alexandria, May 24, 2015
BRENDA B. LESLIE (76),
of Alexandria, June 2, 2015
ELIN MORATH (93),
of Alexandria, June 1, 2015

voir Woods, 9140 Belvoir
Woods Pkwy, Fort Belvoir,
VA 22060, on June 9 at 11am.
Inurnment will be held at Arlington National Cemetery
on a later date. Please view
and sign the family guestbook at www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com.
lieve post-nasal drip and the
scratchy, itchy throat that
follows. These medications
used to be available only
by prescription, but in the
past few years, two of the
biggest brands — Nasonex
and Flonase — have become
available over the counter.
• Antihistamine nasal spray:
think of an antihistamine pill
in nasal spray form. These
are a relatively newer class
of medications. They also are
used in the nasal passages
but function differently than
the steroid nasal sprays. They
are currently only available
by prescription.
• There are some additional
medications available like
Singulair that work on
some of the other chemical
mediators of allergic reactions. There are not first-line
agents and are only available
by a prescription.
While most of these medications are available over the
counter, that does not mean
that they do not have the abil-

MANOOCHEHR K. NOZARY,
of Alexandria, June 5, 2015
BETTY PERRAS,
of Alexandria, June 7, 2015
JIM RAPP (87),
of Alexandria, March 29, 2015
RONNIE W. SMELSER (66),
of Alexandria, June 7, 2015
ity to cause serious side effects
or harm to the patient. I always
advise my patients to touch
base with me prior to starting
any medication. It is critically
important to review all medications, prescription or over
the counter, and ensure that
they will not interact poorly
with one another. For example,
certain antihistamine medications can cause a significant
spike in blood pressure. If
someone who has high blood
pressure — even if they’re
on medication — takes these
drugs, their blood pressure can
reach dangerous levels.
Ultimately, the allergy season is relatively short, but for
many patients it causes significant problems. Knowing
the proper medications to take
can make the big difference.
Ask your physician for help in
treating this common but problematic condition.
The writer is the chief
medical officer at Belleview
Medical Partners.
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Our View
It’s time for a new Patrick
Henry school building
As they say, timing is everything. In show business, a sense of
timing can be the difference between lasting success and a fleeting
career. Timing is crucial for a good meal; no one wants a Thanksgiving dinner with hot turkey and cold mashed potatoes. Timing
things right also is vital for construction projects if they are to be
done correctly and completed on time, within budget.
The City of Alexandria is faced with a timing conundrum as
it considers remodeling or rebuilding Patrick Henry Elementary
School and the adjacent recreation center. For now we will set aside a
discussion of the $40 million price tag to build a pre-K-8 school, and
instead focus on the logistical obstacles that loom before the project.
To wit, city and school officials are struggling to align the various elements of this project, which include a likely rebuild of the
62-year-old school, a rebuild or renovation of the recreation center, where to locate these new buildings on the site, the location
of and access points for the parking lot, and a traffic and parking
impact study.
The Alexandria City School Board is ready to move forward
with the school renovation — it has three new building options plus
one renovation plan on the table. But foot-dragging by the city on
plans for a new rec center threatens to delay the project. Choosing a
location for the parking lot, and access points in and out of that lot,
can’t be determined until a rec center design is on the table.
The issue could stem from how to fund the recreation center
side of the project. City staffers have approached Alexandria nonprofits in recent years on potential partnerships to help defray the
cost of renovating or rebuilding the facility. And rumors have begun
to swirl that the project, as originally envisioned, would cost considerably more than the $5.9 million budgeted for the facility, hence
city officials returning to residents for more input.
The result is frustration all around at the seeming impasse. If
funding for the recreation center is indeed the holdup, the city has
several options:
1) Proceed with the Patrick Henry school rebuild for now, leaving
the recreation center as is. The problem with this approach is the rec
center’s location will impede options for the new school. But this
may be the only choice if the school is to be built by 2018. Doing
the projects separately will almost certainly drive up the total cost.
2) Accept a smaller, less-than-optimal recreation facility now so
the overall project isn’t held up. Perhaps a larger center could be
designed, but only a portion built now. Funds to build the rest of the
project in a few years could be added to the capital improvement
plan in future budget cycles.
3) At a minimum, while these decisions are being made, go ahead
and complete the parking and traffic feasibility study. In general,
it makes no sense that these studies are routinely done in Alexandria after projects are approved, when parking and traffic feasibility
should be key factors in whether any project should be green-lit in
the first place.
A new Patrick Henry school is the most significant capital project currently on the table in Alexandria, aside from the Potomac
Yard Metro station. The school board and city government must
find a way to move the school forward, even if it means for now
accepting a less-than-optimal adjacent recreation center. It’s time
for the city to own up to the cause of the delay. As Patrick Henry
himself said, we must “know the worst and provide for it.”
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Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Some ideas for Alexandria’s next mayor
To the editor:
As I write this, I have no
idea who will have won the
Democratic mayoral primary
on Tuesday. Whoever prevails, I offer my congratulations. As it stands now, you’ll
have no opponent in the general election. This means you’ll
become our mayor with an
anemic mandate.
To preclude this from happening again, I hope you’ll
pump some energy into our
limpid democracy by empowering the citizenry. You can
show leadership in the following ways.
Use the three existing
school districts as political
districts within which two
council representatives are
elected. Doing so would
make important the person
and their services within their
own community, not merely
those popular among the few
who vote in the Democratic
primary. Currently, it’s this

small forum that essentially
appoints most, sometimes all
city councilors. Great if you
are a Democrat, but not great
for democracy.
Provide these newly created political districts authority to spend a small fraction of their taxes by letting
district residents decide what
projects to fund. It’s their
money after all, and letting
them spend a modest sum in
their districts would engage
many more residents in civic
affairs.
Require referendums to approve major expenditures. This
step would give the taxpaying
public — not four city councilors — the power to decide if
council-created mega-million
dollar spending extravaganzas are something for which
citizens want to pay. Again,
it’s their money, and requiring them to decide whether to
spend it will engage even more
residents in civic affairs.

Establish term limits as a
means to add fresh vigor and
new voices on city council. If
term limits are good for the
governor and the president,
then they will be good for our
small city. Serving the public should not be allowed to
morph into an entitlement; it
should always be an opportunity. Eight years is enough for
any elected office holder.
Add a polling feature to the
city website. Use it whenever
city council must address an
especially contentious issue.
This will further engage the
public by allowing them to
cast an advisory vote, especially if the call for one is used
judiciously.
You may become mayor
with a puny mandate, but effecting these initiatives during your tenure will give you
a lasting legacy all who revere
democracy will praise.
- Jimm Roberts
Alexandria
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School revamp shouldn’t play
second fiddle to rec center
To the editor:
What does a so-called “destination” recreation center costing
at least $5.9 million have to do
with a school renovation project?
Everything, it would seem.
Sorg Architects recently
presented the Alexandria City
School Board with options for
the modification or rebuilding
of Patrick Henry Elementary
School, located in my West End
residential neighborhood. One of
the limitations governing those
options was a placeholder box
of 25,000-35,000 square feet for
a new and vastly enlarged recreation center on the site of the
school grounds. This in turn
created restrictions on what and
where ACPS educational buildings could be placed, and raised
separate issues in the community
about traffic and safety, height
and massing of buildings out of
scale with a residential neighbor-

Currently,
all that
is known about
this recreation
center is that it is
slated to house
an indoor soccer/
sports field and
a raised indoor
track.”
hood, and loss of open space.
Currently, all that is known
about this recreation center is
that it is slated to house an inSEE REC CENTER | 32

Proposed subdivision would not
significantly impact Ford home
To the editor:
The recent story in the Alexandria Times of President Gerald
Ford’s old home located on Crown
View Drive being impinged upon
by a proposed subdivision of lots
on Vassar Road (“A presidential
debate,” May 21) is fascinating,
but is based on emotion, not facts.
If you look at the Vassar Road
proposed subdivision, the lots do
not border President Ford’s old
residence; in fact, the proposed
subdivision is a lot and a half
away. In reality, this argument
about preserving history is really
more about the current residents
preserving their backyard views.
What is confusing about the arguments against the proposed
subdivision is they are written
as if this subdivision is going to
somehow encroach on a piece of
national history.
Nothing could be further from
the truth. Nothing will remotely
impinge on the historic President

Ford property, other than a distant backyard view. Those truly
concerned about history should
walk along Vassar Road where
the proposed subdivision would
take place. It looks like a house
belongs on the proposed lot, a
comment made by more than
one planning commissioner who
voted in favor of subdivision.
Furthermore, the proposed subdivided lot is virtually the same
size as the historic President Ford
lot and other adjoining lots, and
within the size and character of
the surrounding neighborhood.
Alexandria City Code specifically allows lots to be subdivided
when they meet appropriate criteria. City staff found the proper
criteria has been met and recommended the subdivision be approved. No attempt is being made
to squeeze a small lot between
larger lots in this neighborhood.
SEE FORD HOME | 32

Alexandria in Action
with John Porter

Keeping summer boredom at bay
Summer has definitely arrived. Besides busy, help others and even learn some ruthe increased heat and humidity — much dimentary business skills. Working with
welcomed after what seemed an abnor- other parents to organize volunteer efforts
mally cold and long winter — school is out for kids at local schools to help maintain
(or soon will be) for most students. With gardens, keep the grounds clean and assist
the onset of summer and school vacation, the summer staff may also be of interest.
the famous phrase spanning generations And of course, seeing the sites and learnwill soon be heard throughout the land ing more about our community and the
— “I’m bored.” And while sometimes we metropolitan region would be an educaadults would enjoy being able to experi- tionally-related option for some.
ence boredom for a while, we can’t stand
The bottom line is the need for kids to
for our kids to be. So what to do?
be active both in body and mind during
Of course, there are many orgathese next few months, which
nized summer activities to keep
often can be a challenge, particchildren active and engaged.
ularly for the working parent.
• The Alexandria Department of
Research shows that summer
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Accan be a time of educational
tivities boasts many programs and
regression for many children
events (www.alexandriava.gov).
and few would argue that lying
• Many organizations sponaround all day, playing video
sor summer camps for various
games or watching television,
John Porter
ages. One of the longer running
can’t have a physically disascamps is the Alexandria Police
trous result.
Youth Camp (www.alexpyc.org) where
At the same time, I worry a bit that we
Alexandria kids can spend time in a parents can sometimes, with good intencamp setting with peers from the city tions, overdo it a bit — trying to schedand other parts of the state.
ule every waking minute of our children’s
• The Campagna Center (www.campag- summer with the belief we have failed if
nacenter.org) runs a number of camps our child ends up making the infamous
from those designed to continue the “I’m bored” pronouncement. Honestly, it
learning process throughout the sum- may not be bad to be a little bored somemer to ones more aligned with staying times. It may not be bad to actually let “the
physically active.
batteries recharge” or to sit back, relax and
• Hopkins House (www.hopkinshouse. enjoy the present instead of anticipating
org) helps 4- and 5-year-olds transition what to do next. Balance becomes the key
to kindergarten with their Summer Dis- word as it is with mostly everything.
covery Camp.
So while I encourage you to help your
• The Art League (www.theartleague.org) children keep boredom at bay this sumsponsors a wide range of half- and full- mer, and keep mind and body active, I also
day camps in painting, photography, jew- support allowing some time to learn the
elry, ceramics, sculpture, fiber, drawing, value of relaxation and reflection. We all
cartoons and summer reading opportuni- live in a busy world, compounded someties designed to be fun and to keep the what by the nature of technology. There’s
learning process moving forward.
nothing wrong with taking time to relax
• ACTion Alexandria (www.actionalexan- and recharge a bit as we seek to reach that
dria.org) will be hosting a Just Play eve- important balance. Fall will be here before
ning at the Ramsay Recreation Center on we know it and we’ll be wondering where
August 3 for families.
summer went and what we accomplished
Of course, there are more traditional as our children get back to school and off
ways to keep kids active and away from to a refreshed and invigorated start to the
being bored. Volunteering for a local non- new school year.
profits or hospitals comes to mind. OrgaEnjoy your summer.
nizing kids on the block to raise money for
The writer is the president and CEO of
a cause that interests them by opening a
ACT for Alexandria.
lemonade stand certainly is a way to stay
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REC CENTER
FROM | 31

door soccer/sports field and
a raised indoor track. Rumor
has it only a shell currently
could be constructed, as the
project’s budget is unlikely to cover the full cost of
building such a facility. We
don’t know how a $38 million school renovation/reconstruction project came to play
second fiddle to this vaguelyconceived recreation center.
We don’t know whether
other sites for such a facility
even were considered, and
we have no idea what the
justification for such a massive project was, or how its
placeholder ended up in an
ACPS-commissioned feasibility study.
If there is a need for such
a facility on the West End,
there are options other than
placing it right in the midst
of a quiet residential neighborhood. Why not in Eisenhower Valley or Landmark?
Large facilities would fit
sites in these neighborhoods,

not in Seminary Valley.
Imagine you live across
from Patrick Henry. Looking out your window, you
see your neighbors enjoying
the park — playing games,
learning to ride a bike on the
grassy field, or walking the
dog. There are even woods
to the back where foxes
and owls reside. During the
school year, children are often out running the grassy
field or enjoying celebrations
and field days. Kids walk
to and from school on wide
sidewalks. Walkers and runners of all ages, sizes and
cultures are constantly out
and about. There’s a bit of
commuter traffic twice a day
and school buses rumble up
and down Taney Avenue, but
all in all, we have a manageable traffic load on our local
streets. In short, our neighborhood has its own quiet
vibe and diverse cultural
mix.
Now visualize a massive, 60-foot-tall recreation
center, towering above the
tree canopy. To reach it, you

enter off of Latham Street
and park in a new parking
lot where an existing playing field now sits. It’s open
until 10 p.m. and on weekends, and there is a constant
stream of traffic coming in
and out of that street. Teams
come to practice on the indoor field, and run track upstairs. When you add in traffic for an 800-student school,
it’s all way too much.
The Seminary Valley
community is asking: how
in the world did this “destination” recreation center become embedded in
and mixed up with a badly
needed school renovation?
Let ACPS put its educational
needs first on this project,
find a more suitable site for
a city-serving recreation
center, retain a neighborhood-centric facility, and,
for goodness sake, involve
the neighbors and respect
the scale and context of each
unique residential community in the city.
- Susan Keightley
Alexandria

FORD HOME
FROM | 31

Residents currently living in the historic President
Ford house might eventually
see the top of another house
a lot and a half away and
therefore, the argument has
been made that Vassar Road
residents should be prevented
from subdivision because
President Ford lived in the
house on Crown View Drive
years ago. Again, this argument is hardly compelling,
as the property boundaries
of the historic home are not
remotely touched. More importantly, this is why we have
the local building codes. Any
structure built on the property must meet code requirements.
Unfortunately, this argument about history is really
more about current neighbors
seeking to prevent the subdivision in order to maintain better
backyard views; the old President Ford house and historic
preservation should not be
used as a crutch. Perhaps those

against subdivision should
be careful in what they are
seeking and would reconsider
opposition if, in the alternative to subdivision, the entire
Vassar Road lot was sold to a
commercial builder who could
demolish the current structure
and build an enormous home
that would dwarf every other
nearby home.
The bottom line is: city
staff supports subdivision;
the city planning commission
vote was overwhelming in
favor of subdivision, having
found that the proposal met
all requirements. Neighbors
are appealing the decision
and it is absolutely their right
to do so. However, the argument is not about preserving
history, but rather current
residents desiring to maintain backyard views at others’ expense. The proposed
Vassar Road subdivision
will not impact the historic
President Ford house; if you
are concerned about history
come see for yourself.
- Jason Von Wagner
Alexandria

Times’ Ford Home coverage left much to be desired
To the editor:
I am the owner of 811 and
809 Vassar Road and the applicant for a subdivision of my
property in the Clover/College
Park neighborhood. I was incredibly disappointed in the
Alexandria Times’ article (“A
presidential debate,” May 21),
which purported to report on
the fact that the city planning
commission recently approved
the subdivision of my two lots
into three. In an apparent attempt to fabricate a debate
— where none should exist,
now that the commission and
city staff have both approved
the subdivision — the Times’
article was full of false statements, inaccurate reporting
and pure bias.
To start, I have never spoken with the Times’ reporter,
and neither has my wife. Yet
the Times quotes a resident
as stating that we would seek

an easement to build a house
that would infringe on a home
previously owned, many years
ago, by President Gerald Ford.

it is ethically and professionally inappropriate to misquote
someone who you have never
spoken with and have never

If the article had been factchecked and reported with
even a modicum of journalistic
integrity, I am confident the biased
tone would have been eliminated.”
I never made the statement
reported in your article and
neither did my wife. The inclusion of that quote is pure fabrication. To be clear, the reporter
never approached us to verify
the quote, never called for a reaction to the article, and made
no attempt whatsoever to solicit our view. I am not a journalism expert, but I do know

provided with an opportunity
to comment.
Nowhere does the Times
question why the owners of
the Ford home completely
gutted the inside of their
home, remodeled their kitchen and baths, changed all the
landscaping and took out the
pool (a pool, which apparently was President Ford’s pride

and joy, which he kept heated for use during the winter
time), and yet still claim that
the “view” is of a historic nature. So, after the Ford homeowners have literally taken
the history out of the home,
they now want to tag an entire
neighborhood with a historic
designation. How could this
be viewed as anything other
than bullying by neighbors,
enabled by the Times?
It should also be noted that
the owner of the Ford home
has a professional relationship with several people at
the Times through her work
as public relations specialist
and spokesperson for ACPS.
Your failure to disclose a
potential conflict of interest
raises serious doubts about
the Times’ objectivity. It is
one thing to allow an OpEd
about an issue that is indicated as an opinion. It is quite

another to write a supposedly
objective article on the subject with a completely biased
party as the main source.
If the article had been factchecked and reported with
even a modicum of journalistic integrity, I am confident the
biased tone would have been
eliminated. And the facts are
clear: The new lot falls easily
within the specifications for
a new lot within R-8 zoning,
and city staff and the planning
commission have determined
that the lots are in keeping with
the character of the neighborhood. There was a full hearing
where neighbors were allowed
to voice their opinion. They
voiced their opinion, and yet
the planning commission disagreed and approved the subdivision. This is not a news
story; it’s simply sour grapes.
- Stephen Hales
Alexandria
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The Masonic influence at City Hall

O

ne of the more interesting elements associated with the rebuilding of the Alexandria City
Hall after the disastrous fire of
1871 was the flexibility incorporated into the design to accommodate uses not normally
associated with government office buildings. Certainly the inclusion of vendor stalls to serve
purveyors at the adjacent Market Square was not typical in the
construction of American town
halls, but these areas provided
an ongoing revenue stream of
rental income to the city, and
sustained an essential retail element of community life.
But it is the allocation of
space for the local Masonic
Lodge that is perhaps most peculiar, but the special relationship within between city leaders
and the Masons within the center of municipal governance had
been maintained for decades,
and many city councilors were
members themselves.
Interestingly, the second
floor space set aside for Masonic use in the new City Hall
was planned from the outset of
the building design process, and
the local lodge was given wide
latitude in determining the improvements required to meet
their needs. This included not
only meeting space, but also
a museum room to display an
unusual collection of historical
artifacts — called “relics” by
the lodge members — that were
associated with George Washington and other important Alexandria Masons. As with the
city leaders, their major concern

Savvy writes:

was fire protection, as a number
of items within their holdings
had been destroyed in the recent
conflagration.
While the architectural
plan proposed by D.C. architect Adolf Cluss was quickly
accepted by city council only
weeks after the May 1871 fire,
the lodge members were far
more determined to consider
all options available to them
in laying out their new space.
The approval for their portion of the building, directly
above the main entrance on
Cameron Street, was not official until April 2, 1872 when
they finally endorsed Cluss’
plans and awarded a bid to local contractor E.H. Delahay
about one month later. On October 15, 1872 a “topping off”
ceremony was held to mark
completion of the Masonic
rooms, but interior decorating
and furnishing took another
13 months before formal occupancy was accomplished.

110 S. Pitt St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-739-0001 (main)
703-739-0120 (fax)
www.alextimes.com

The Masonic Lodge occupied the space well into the
20th century, leaving City Hall
only after the decade-long
construction of the George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial was completed at
the top of Shuter’s Hill. At that
time, all artifacts were moved
to that location, where they remain on display.
Over time the beautiful space
once occupied by the Masonic
Lodge, seen here in a photograph from approximately 1920
taken by photographer Herbert
A. French, was retrofitted for a
variety of office uses. Today, the
space is occupied by the Avery
Conference Room, one of the
most unadorned rooms in in the
entire building. Only the Masonic symbols on the exterior trim
of the room remain to trace its
original function.
Out of the Attic is provided by
the Office of Historic
Alexandria.

A 200-year-old mistake would
be tragic. Getting the idea of “place”
firmly reflective is hard, but necessary to sustain a viable future.
Alexandria City Council’s
so-called vision of the future is
simply, as Mr. Hertel clarifies,
banal and ordinary. This view of
the future lies firmly behind the
curve.
It is not a question, as WestEndRes poses, of modern vs. historic
vs. parking, which are all false
and distracting interpretations —
but of how to advance into the
future and not lose the past that
distinguishes you from the rest of
the cities on this earth.
Intensify and magnify the best
features of the past — don’t mirror the most ordinary of current
fashions.

NWAlexandrian writes:

Ironically, when all those
Georgian and Federal style townhouses were built, they were following styles found all along the
East Coast of the U.S., and in the
British Isles as well. Widespread
architectural fads, with “no sense
of place” are in fact part of the
heritage of Old Town Alexandria,
going back to the 18th century.
The waterfront, of all places,
is where, historically, Alexandria
was connected to other cities,
through the Atlantic trade lanes.
That it should have a style redolent
of 21st century international links
seems appropriate. Certainly more
so than a faux-Georgian look.

Weekly Poll

The Ariail family
William Dunbar
HOW TO REACH US

In response to
“Your view: Development
must set the atmosphere
of an area,” May 28:

Last Week

Do you plan to vote in the local Democratic primary?

72% Yes
16% No.
9% I voted absentee.
3% I haven’t decided yet.

This Week
Are you satisfied with the results of the local
Democratic primary?
A. Yes.
B. No.

192 votes

Take the poll at alextimes.com

leGAl notice of A
PuBlic heArinG
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Weekly Words

HAVE A DRINK
By Wesley Holman

AlexAndriA PlAnninG
dePArTMenT
nOTiCe OF AdMiniSTrATiVe
reVieW
The following request has been received for
administrative review and approval.

across
1 Kind of training
6 Broods
11 Approached hostilely
19 Model wood
20 Put a coat on the house
21 Artistic honoree
22 Many an early aviator
24 Uncivilized
25 Single, e.g.
26 “___ say more?”
28 “___ Ha’i”
29 Air Force heroes
30 The “Evita of Evita”
32 Barber’s motion
35 Sacred beetle of ancient Egypt
38 Slacken up
40 Snake that bit Cleopatra
43 Valueless
45 Has the power to
46 Like some fence wire
48 One taking orders
51 Oolong, for one
52 “Fidelio” solo
54 Medical advice, often
55 Trade association?
57 Part-time employees, for short
59 Italian lawn bowling
62 “Much ___ About Nothing”
63 Explorer ___ de Leon
64 Gawks
66 Flightless birds
68 Book of biblical songs
70 It clinks in drinks
71 Infertile stretches of land
74 Feel feverish, e.g.
75 Manual worker
79 Gooseflesh-raising
80 Established the validity of
84 Sky blue
85 Relative of 66-Across
88 Move to the music
90 Derogatory, as remarks
91 Male opera roles
93 Yanks
95 In the earth, now
96 Computer keyboard key
97 Sheltered from the sun
99 Like some auto trim
101 Fleur-de-___ (symbol on
			 Quebec’s flag)
102 Prefix meaning “new”
103 1,051, once
104 Lower in esteem
106 Ready for a commitment?
108 Cookout intruders
111 Unit of weight for gems
113 Full of hackberry trees
114 Freight-train stowaway
117 Third canonical hour
119 Type of collision
123 Baton wielder
127 Brittle, transparent candy
129 Little cupid
130 It starts with “sacro”
131 Hedgehog feature

LEGAL

For information about this application or
to comment, visit the City’s website at
www.alexandriava.gov/planning or call
(703) 746-4666.
Special Use Permit #2015-00061
410 E Glebe Rd
Proposed Business: Heber Ethiopian Exotic
Restaurant
New Administrative Special Use Permit
request to operate a restaurant; zoned CSL/
Commercial Service Low
APPLICANT: Betelhem Lando
PLANNER: Ann Horowitz – ann.horowitz@
alexandriava.gov
In accordance with section 11-500 of the
zoning ordinance, the above listed request
may be approved administratively by the Director of Planning and Zoning. If you have
any comments regarding the proposal above,
please contact Planning and Zoning staff at
703.746.4666 or email the planner listed no
later than July 2nd, 2015.

132
			
133
134

It doesn’t require union
membership
Bumper sticker word
English exam finale, perhaps

DOWN
1 Good grades
2 Great grades
3 Camera shop products, briefly
4 “The end ___!”
5 Game show with a host that drove
6 They may be before your eyes
7 Egypt and Syria, once (Abbr.)
8 Depict by drawing
9 Bit of football gear
10 What a driveway leads to
11 Pie ___ mode
12 Low-___ diet
13 Havana’s home
14 Certain exams
15 Small finch
16 ___ chi (martial art)
17 Pilot’s announcement, briefly
18 Cub-scout unit
23 Clasp worn by men
24 High school class, for short
27 Attracted
31 Water nymph, in mythology
33 Criminal trial concern
34 President Franklin
35 Does some jazzy improvisations
36 Proofreader’s inverted “v” mark
37 The Jungian inner self
38 What sponges do
39 “You ___!” (“Absolutely!”)
41 Razor-sharpening leather
42 Resident animal
44 Word with “pointer” or “printer”
47 Civil War soldier, briefly
49 Grp. of lawyers
50 Patches
53 Not supported by experience

56 Spray alternatives
58 Confidential matters
60 Parrot’s beak part
61 Dog-___ (like some book pages)
65 “Understand?”
67 “Buona ___” (Italian greeting)
69 Tree product
72 There are three in a third
73 Comfortable in one’s own skin
75 Father-in-law of Jacob
76 Plant with fragrant flowers
77 Levar or Richard
78 Kidney-related
81 String quartet instrument
82 Astronomer Hubble
83 Slow on the uptake
86 Battlefield doc
87 “___ it or lose it”
89 It’s a matter of pride
92 Electrical unit
94 :-)
98 Call one’s bluff
99 Jeer
100 All together
105 Best-selling doll
107 Pancake toppers
109 Bush protector
110 Achy areas
112 Did dinner
113 At attention
115 “Little Women” woman
116 “Beetle Bailey” dog
118 Lake, city or canal
120 Armor plate that protects the
			 chest (var.)
121 “Peter Pan” pet
122 Squirrel’s nest
123 Longtime Chinese chairman
124 Volume-boosting equipment
125 Football great Namath
126 “Opt” anagram
128 Resinous secretion

Members of the City of Alexandria’s City
Council, Planning Commission, Boards
of Architectural Review, and other design
review boards will attend a two-day symposium on June 19-20, 2015 to explore what
Alexandria’s urban fabric will look like in
50 years. The event is free and open to the
public, however RSVP’s are strongly encouraged and can be completed by emailing
preservation@alexandriava.gov.

A public hearing will
be held by the AlexALEXANDRIA
TIMES
andria Board of Architectural Review on
WEDNESDAY, June 24, 2015 beginning at
7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second floor
of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria,
NOTICE
Virginia on the following applications:
CASE BAR2015-0160
Request for an addition and accessory
structure at 401 N Payne St.
APPLICANT: Boys and Girls Club of
Greater Washington
CASE BAR2015-0164
Request to partially demolish and capsulate
at 211 N West St.
APPLICANT: 211 West, LLLP
CASE BAR2015-0165
Request for alterations and an addition at
211 N West St.
APPLICANT: 211 West, LLLP
CASE BAR2015-0166
Request for an accessory structure at
518-520 N Alfred St.
APPLICANT: Stephen Baer
CASE BAR2015-0167
Request for approval of previously approved
plans at 1020 Princess St.
APPLICANT: 1020 Princess St. LLC
Information about the above item(s) may be
obtained from the Department of Planning
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street,
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314,
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

Real Estate Auction
Corner Unit Commercial Condo
Alexandria, VA
801 N. Pitt St #117
2,267 sf divided among 8 offices.
Floor to ceiling windows, 2 blks
from the water.
Located in mixed-use bldg
Edge of Old Towne in Port Royal.
Nominal Opening Bid: $50,000
Open: 11am- 2pm Fri June 12, 19
and 2 hrs before auction.
Auctions: 5pm, Wed Jun 24

AlexAndriA BoArd of
ArchitecturAl review
PArker-GrAy district
leGAl notice of A
PuBlic heArinG
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria Board of Architectural Review on
WEDNESDAY, June 24, 2015 beginning at
7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second floor
of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria,
Virginia on the following applications:
CASE BAR2015-0160
Request for an addition and accessory
structure at 401 N Payne St.
APPLICANT: Boys and Girls Club of
Greater Washington

Bid live from anywhere at:
auctionnetwork.com
800.982.0425
williamsauction.com
Bradford P White RE LIC
0225200549
Tony Langdon AUC LIC
2907003836
5% Buyer’s Premium

Last Week’s Solution:

CASE BAR2015-0164
Request to partially demolish and capsulate
at 211 N West St.
APPLICANT: 211 West, LLLP
CASE BAR2015-0165
Request for alterations and an addition at
211 N West St.
APPLICANT: 211 West, LLLP
CASE BAR2015-0166
Request for an accessory structure at
518-520 N Alfred St.
APPLICANT: Stephen Baer
CASE BAR2015-0167
Request for approval of previously approved
plans at 1020 Princess St.
APPLICANT: 1020 Princess St. LLC
Information about the above item(s) may be
obtained from the Department of Planning
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street,
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314,
telephone: (703) 746-4666.
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Classifieds
ABC NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF MINNESOTA

DISTRICT COURT
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISSOLUTION WITHOUT CHILDREN

COUNTY OF BELTRAMI
**************************
In Re the Marriage of:

!Tyler David Larson

Court File No. 04-FA-15-______

Petitioner, Summons
Mary Elizabeth Hartford
Respondent.
**************************

!

EDUCATION

and

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND REQUIRED to serve on petitioner's attorney an

answer to the Petition which is herewith served on you within thirty (30) days after service of this
Summons on you, exclusive of the day of service.
If you fail to do so, judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief
demanded in the Petition.
NOTICE OF TEMPORARY RESTRAINING PROVISIONS
UNDER MINNESOTA LAW, SERVICE OF THIS SUMMONS MAKES THE FOLLOWING
REQUIREMENTS APPLY TO BOTH PARTIES TO THIS ACTION, UNLESS THEY ARE
MODIFIED BY THE COURT OR THE PROCEEDING IS DISMISSED:

1. Neither party may dispose of any assets except (i) for the necessities of life or for the
necessary generation of income or preservation of assets; (ii) by an agreement in writing, or
(iii) for retaining counsel to carry on or to contest this proceeding;
2. Neither party may harass the other party; and
3. All currently available insurance coverage must by maintained and continued without
change in coverage or beneficiary designation.
If you violate any of these provisions, you will be subject to sanctions by the court.

!

Dated: _________________________

ABC NOTICE

!!

_________________________________________
Darrell Carter
622 Bemidji Avenue N
Bemidji, MN 56601
(218) 759-9000
!1

Tina McPeak and unknown Father
Let it be known that Michelle and Larry Jackson are seeking to change the
status of custody for MacKenzie Lou McPeak. We will be pursuing adoption
of the said minor child. If Ms. McPeak or the unnamed father has any objections, they are asked to contact the Jacksons no later than July 10, 2015.
If there is no contact it will be deemed that the above named parties are in
agreement to the adoption of the minor child by the Jacksons.

Business
Directory

Residential & Commercial

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net
Whole-house
Generators
Panel Replacement
Lighting

Earn a Master’s Degree in Special
Education & Teacher Licensure from
GW!
Fairfax Partnership Program
The Fairfax Partnership Program is a
cooperative, special education teacher preparation program between The
George Washington University and
FairfaxCounty Public Schools resulting in teacher licensure and a master’s degree in special education.
About The Program
The program includes a yearlong internship with a master educator and
GW support. During the first 4 semesters 100% of the tuition cost is
covered, amounting to over 80% of
the total cost. Participants work as
full-time special education teachers
during the second year. Classes begin
June 2015 and participants graduate
the summer of 2017.
Qualifications
Candidates must have a B.A. degree
from a regionally accredited institution of higher education.
More Information
Interested candidates should send
an inquiry along with their resume to
Dr. Deanna Ortiz, Project Director, at
ssets.gwu@gmail.com. Read more
about education opportunities on our
website: gsehd.gwu.edu.

HELP WANTED
Part-Time Retail Merchandiser needed to merchandise Hallmark products at various retail stores in the Alexandria area. To apply, please visit:
http://hallmark.candidatecare.com
EOEWomen/Minorities/Disabled/Veterans

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Pawling
of Satellite Beach, FL, announce
the engagement of their daughter, Ashley Elizabeth Pawling,
to Jacob Benjamin Baber, son of
Debbie Leatherman and Larry
Baber of Paradise, TX.
The couple met playing in a
co-ed kickball league in Alexandria. A Spring 2016 wedding
is planned.

Business Directory
Abraham’s
Carpet & Rug Cleaning

• Commercial & Residential • Wall-to-Wall carpet cleaning
• Furniture & upholstery cleaning Eddy Abraham, Jr.
• Carpet repairs and installation (571) 379-3222
eddyjunior16@cox.net
• Auto Interior Cleaning
««Over 40 Years of Experience • Free Estimates««
24 HOUR EmERgEncy FlOOd SERvicE
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We’re
always going
the extra mile
for you
503 Tobacco Quay, Alexandria

“Pat really knows this business and genuinely
cares about each and every person with whom
she connects.” - Mason Bavin

LD
SO

SO

LD

“Mason’s years in banking and finance help our
clients make informed decisions.” - Pat Day

7842 Midday Lane
Alexandria

SO

SO

LD

LD

123 Montgomery Place
Alexandria

Together, Pat and Mason make the perfect team. With a
combined Alexandrian real estate experience spanning nearly
four decades, they know the area, understand the multi-facets of
buying and selling homes, and they know how to get their clients
into the right home. Daytime, nighttime, Saturdays & Sundays
too – they always find time to connect one-on-one with their
clients. They work well together with such a caring, professional
approach to service that has resulted in many repeat clients and
referrals. After more than five years working together as a team,
they continue to amaze. Give them a call or e-mail for an initial
introduction.

LD

7010 Leestone Street
Springfield

SO

SO

LD

1128 Custis Street
Alexandria

ABOUT PAT AND MASON

PAT DAY

MASON BAVIN

703.850.7934
patmday@aol.com

703.338.6007
mbavin@McEnearney.com

— www.HousesByDayBavin.com —
8340 Wind Fall Road
Springfield

5829 Blaine Drive
Alexandria

Together they are a team that goes the distance – and
they’re committed to going the extra mile.

Local Knowledge | Industry Experience | Dependable | Client-Dedicated | Results

®

109 S Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
McEnearney.com

703 . 549 . 9292

®

