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Politicos try to
put tough primary
race behind them
Officials, candidates vow
party unity ahead of
November election
By Erich Wagner

Photo/Chris Teale

St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub owner Nora Partlow greets a customer as she fills in behind the register.
Having owned St. Elmo’s since 1996, Partlow is set to sell her business to Larry Ponzi.

Del Ray institution
set to change hands
Nora Partlow moves on
from St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub
into new chapter
By CHRIS TEALE

When Nora Partlow and her
former business partner Scott
Mitchell opened St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub at 2300 Mount
Vernon Ave. in 1996, Partlow
recalled that Mount Vernon Avenue in Del Ray was not the desirable destination that it is now.
She said that businesses
came and went with alarming
regularity, the price of residential property was very low, and
all people wanted was a community-gathering place where

Everything has a beginning,
everything has an end, and I think
it’s the end of my era, and I’m leaving it
for Larry to bring it to that next level. I
know he’ll be very successful with it.”
- Nora Partlow, owner, St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub
they could meet in their neighborhood. It was a tremendous
risk that Partlow and Mitchell
took to invest their own money
in the new venture, but it paid
off and has turned St. Elmo’s
into one of the premier coffee
shops in the area.
But at the age of 66, Partlow has decided to sell the local

landmark and start a new chapter in her life. After receiving
bids from seven prospective
buyers, she chose Larry Ponzi
and his wife Christine to succeed her. The couple already
own Market 2 Market Del Ray
and the Cafe Pizzaiolo restauSEE St. Elmo’s | 6

In the days immediately following last week’s landmark
Democratic primary election,
where Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg beat four-term incumbent Bill Euille for the nomination for Alexandria’s top
elected position, the city was
rampant with rumors.
Euille did not initially concede, suggesting he and his
team would look at what additional steps might be available to him after a margin of
around 300 votes. A few residents talked of starting a writein campaign for the incumbent.
And media reports speculated
that aspects of the controversial
waterfront plan could be scaled
back under the next regime.
But this week, local Democrats have put forth a concerted
effort to assure residents that
the party is united behind Silberberg, despite a campaign
that was acerbic at times. The
Alexandria Democratic Committee put out a press release
Tuesday morning announcing its nominees for mayor
and city council that included

Saturday June 20th, 2015

WINE & FOOD EVENT

WINE TASTINGS, 2-5pm • FOOD TASTINGS, 11-5pm
ALEXANDRIA, VA - ph: 703.549.1138 • McLean, VA - ph: 703.448.3828 • Bethesda,MD - ph: 301.564.3100

statements from both Silberberg and Euille.
“It would be unreasonable to
expect that everyone have their
‘Kumbaya’ moment overnight,
but it’ll happen in the coming
weeks and I think it’ll happen
pretty soon,” said ADC chairman Clarence Tong. “That’s
why we made sure to issue that
particular statement today.”

No, I’m still
the mayor
until January 1.
I’m not going to
be doing anything
other than doing my
job as mayor.”
- Mayor Bill Euille
And in an interview Tuesday, Euille appeared to walk
back comments made last week
about “possible next steps.” The
mayor also said last week that
he would not personally support a write-in bid.
“No, I’m still the mayor until January 1,” he said. “I’m not
going to be doing anything other than doing my job as mayor.”
SEE election | 7
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5 Bedrooms, 5 Baths
Outstanding Details
Upscale Features
Dock with Lift

lIve tHe vacatIOn lIfestyle Exquisite, architectural
masterpiece, located on the Potomac River! Featuring over
4,500 square feet of luxurious space and built to entertain.
You will love this waterfront estate.
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acres! Love the grand foyer with curved staircase, 9 foot
ceilings, renovated Chef’s kitchen with Viking Gas cooktop and
Monogram frig. and wall ovens. Located in Woodson HS pyramid.
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Saline Pool w/ Sauna
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ResORt-lIke estate Beautifully updated w/spacious gourmet
kitchen, main level master w/ his & her baths, media room in walkout lower level. Incredible views from expansive deck and patio or
enjoy the luxurious saline pool with sauna, pool house, and cabana!
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HOme seeks new OwneRs Come take a peek at this
two story rambler located in a popular neighborhood near
Mt. Vernon. Extras include a wood burning fireplace, two
car garage, and automatic sprinkler system.
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classIc cape Take a look at this classic cape perched on
fenced, corner lot and packed with updates! Deceptively spacious,
this home provides three levels of living space within an easy
commute to DC and the Pentagon.
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New Paint & Carpet
Hardwood Floors
Walk-In Closets

wHy Rent? buy! Tell the landlord goodbye and start building
wealth by investing in homeownership, with the help of a seller credit
at closing! Freshly painted, upgraded kitchen, hardwood floors, separate
dining and breakfast areas. Amenities galore and close to Shirlington!

Rare Carlyle model boasting many luxurious features!
Attractive hardwoods on upper
and 2nd levels. Gourmet
kitchen, master suite with
spa bath,family room with
gas fireplace and builtins. Home warranty for the
lucky buyer!

• 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
• Huge Rec Room
• Hardwood Floors
• Corner Lot
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2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath
Top Floor
Refinished Floors
Updated Baths

RenOvated unIt overlooking courtyard across the street from
park and the Potomac River. Tuscan style kitchen with granite sink
and countertops, Italian tile backsplash and flooring, under cabinet
lighting and SS appliances with gas cooking & double pane windows.

Berkshire hathaway homeservices | PenFed realty
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HomeServices PenFed Realty’s mortgage and title affiliates. Terms and conditions apply and are subject to
change without notice.
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1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
Updated Kitchen & Bath
Amenities Galore
Low Condo Fee

cOnvenIent cOndO lIvIng at Its best! Features a
private balcony in a park like garden, updated kitchen and bath,
spacious living/dining combo add a touch of elegance. Move in ready!
Near Seven Corners, DC, Pentagon, I495, 395. Bus line in front.

Call Maxine McLeod Miller,
Managing Broker at:
703-836-1464
300 N. Washington St., Suite 100 Alexandria, 22314
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ARLINGTON DINER

celebrating 30 years!
Ruthanne Lodato Memorial Playground officially opened
ENDLESS
same location. same owner.

A playground honoring the
late music teacher Ruthanne
Lodato was officially opened
Saturday by Alexandria City
Council, The Miracle League
of Alexandria and The Kelley Cares Foundation, in conjunction with major donor
CVS Health.
The playground is located
behind the Nannie J. Lee
Recreation Center on 1108
Jefferson St. and has accessible swings, outdoor music
instruments, shade struc-

tures, benches, sensory play
components and soft rubber
tile surfacing.
CVS Health provided the
initial donation of $25,000
to help start the playground
project in 2014, and The Kelley Cares Foundation and the
Miracle League of Alexandria raised another $75,000
to complete it. The private
sector funding totaled over
$100,000 in cash and in-kind
services, with all the funds
provided to the city for the

same great food. TO
OPPORTUNITIES

actual construction of the
project.
The new playground is
also located adjacent to the
Lee Center basketball court,
which was also repaired and
recolored concurrently with
the playground renovation.
Lodato was an active supporter of Alexandria’s special needs community. She
was shot dead in February
2014 at her front door.

EXPLORE
LEARN
CREATE
EXPLORE

Dodge Ram hit a Mini Cooper traveling in the opposite
direction. The impact of the
collision caused the Mini to
collide with a third vehicle,
a parked Toyota SUV owned
by a local resident. A woman
was behind the wheel of the
Mini, but she was unharmed.
The accident took place
around 11:45 a.m., and Al-

Motorcycle crashes through school
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for aQuaker
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Bag.
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smashed
taken to
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Duke
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22314 Crystal Nosal declined to conThe two collided at around 4 firm specifics, only to say that
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and the
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wentticket!
on no
one through
on the scene
$2 off
next
Winesday
Valid
7/1 received
to crash through a window at St. life-threatening injuries.
redeemable
only at Whole Foods Market
Old Town
Clement Episcopal Day School.
Police closed Quaker Lane
The rider of the motorcycle, a in the northbound direction for
25-year-old man, was taken to three and a half hours until 7:30
hospital and as of press time was p.m. The cause of the crash is
in a serious but stable condition. still under investigation.
The driver of the car, a 26-yearold woman, was unharmed.
- Chris Teale

CORRECTION Due to a reporting error, the Times' election coverage ("Silberberg unseats Euille in primary," June 11) incorrectly cited vote tallies in
the 45th District House of Delegates race only from Alexandria precincts, not
the entire district. The corrected election results are as follows: Mark Levine,
2,679 votes, 27.8 percent; Craig Fifer, 2,343 votes, 24.3 percent; Julie Jakopic,
2,243 votes, 23.3 percent; Clarence Tong, 1,668 votes, 17.3 percent; and
Larry Altenburg, 698 votes, 7.3 percent. The Times regrets the error.
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Driver charged with drug DUI after three-car collision
A driver allegedly under
the influence of the drug PCP
is accused of causing a threecar road accident Monday
morning at the intersection
of Wolfe and South Fairfax
streets in Old Town.
Nicholas Cochran, 34, of
Arlington, has been charged
with driving under the influence of drugs after his
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Man arrested after shooting on
Mount Vernon Avenue
A man was left with a nonlife-threatening hip injury
Tuesday night after he was
shot along the 4100 block of
Mount Vernon Avenue. Local
police charged Juan Carlos
Garay, 24, of Alexandria with
malicious wounding in connection with the shooting, as
well as possession of a firearm by a convicted felon and
gang participation.
Police responded to the report of a shooting around 11
p.m., which they say occurred

after a verbal altercation between Garay and the victim.
During that altercation, Garay also made reference to a
criminal street gang before
opening fire. The victim was
transported to hospital shortly after.
Police spokesman Crystal
Nosal said the victim’s condition is stable, as his injuries were not life threatening.
Nosal said witnesses were
present when the incident occurred, but there was no threat

to public safety.
Nosal declined to elaborate about Garay’s alleged
gang affiliation or to which
gang he claimed to belong,
saying she did not want to
provide “publicity” to the organization.
The investigation is ongoing, and anyone with additional information about
this incident is asked to call
Detective Sean Casey at 703746-6853.
- Chris Teale

POLICE BEAT
The following incidents occurred between June 10 and June 17.

Photo by Jeff Geitz

MAY Contest 2015 — Cooperstown, NY at Doubleday Field.

The Alexandria Times Photo Contest
June’s Theme: Southwest Flair!
Celebrate with Moe’s Southwest Grill
and show us your Southwest Flair!
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Debate over property near Ford home rages on
Proposed Vassar Road
subdivision goes back to
planning commission
By Chris Teale

City councilors voted last
weekend to send a controversial proposal to subdivide two
properties in the Clover-College
Park neighborhood into three
back to the city planning commission, following outcry from
some neighbors about surrounding lot sizes and the proposal’s
proximity to the historic President Gerald R. Ford home.
Last month, members of
the planning commission
voted to approve the subdivision at 809 and 811 Vassar Road over the protests of
some neighbors. That action
was appealed to council by 21
homeowners in the neighborhood, none of whom live on
Vassar Road, who argued that
city staff looked too far afield

to find comparable lot sizes to
justify the proposal’s approval.
Applicants Stephen and
Mary Hales, who own the
two Vassar Road properties
in question, now face renewed
uncertainty as commissioners
decide whether they applied
the law appropriately in determining the subdivision’s suitability. At Saturday’s public
hearing, which stretched more
than two and a half hours, nobody made mention of the historic Ford house.
The vote to remand the
proposal back to the planning
commission was narrow at
4-3, but all three councilors on
the “No” side voiced support
for denying the Vassar Road
subdivision outright.
The discussion proved a
struggle at time for city councilors, as they found themselves tripped up by a portion
of the city’s zoning ordinance

while trying to determine
whether staff had stayed within its bounds when comparing
lots with similar features and
of a similar size.
The issue revolved around
whether it was appropriate to
compare the proposal to lots
on Vassar Place, near Vassar
Road, given that homes on
Vassar Road differ from the
rest of the neighborhood in

terms of lot size. In compiling its report for the planning
commission and city council,
staff used a number of similarly situated and sized lots to
compare the possible impact
of a subdivision of 809 and 811
Vassar Road.
But opponents argued the
lots on Vassar Place make up
a cul-de-sac, whereas on Vassar Road houses sit along a

straight-line road, with some
of those who testified before
council arguing that the two
streets have a completely different character because of
it. City councilors were inclined to agree with those
who raised their objections,
although they struggled to
decide whether to sustain the
appeal against the subdivision, reject it or send the issue
back to the planning commission for further analysis.
“I share the concerns expressed, first in the choosing
of the comparative lots,” said
City Councilor Tim Lovain.
“Just intuitively, it seemed to
me that the lots on the curve
going the other way were
comparators but the cul-desac was not.”
“I feel like this language [in
the zoning ordinance] is broken,
SEE Vassar | 12

To schedule an appointment, call 888-884-BEAR

“The doctor
who wrote
the book
will see your
child now.”

C111-037777-01_Consumer-Book_AlexTimes.indd 1

When your child is sick, you want the
best care possible. Choose Children’s
National, and you choose the experts
in children’s medicine. Our doctors are
nationally recognized for innovating
new treatments and improving
care — and for writing the textbooks
that help teach other physicians. But
their most important role is with your
child, providing care that’s just right.

5/5/15 11:41 AM
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rants in Shirlington Village and
on Fern Street, respectively, and
the parties hope to have their
agreement formalized and approved by September.
“At my age of 66, I believe
that it is time for me to move

on,” Partlow said. “There’s so
many things that I could be doing that wouldn’t be as stressful for me at this point, having to invest a lot of money to
bring it to the next level that it
would need to compete with
all the new places that have
opened up.
“That’s why I made my deci-

sion, because it’s my time to go.
Everything has a beginning, everything has an end, and I think
it’s the end of my era, and I’m
leaving it for Larry to bring it to
that next level. I know he’ll be
very successful with it.”
Ponzi moved to Alexandria from New York a number
of years ago, and has lived in

Photo/Chris Teale

St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub has stood at
2300 Mount Vernon Ave. since 1996,
and has been a fixture of Del Ray ever since.

I have seen it from its
inception, I’ve seen Del Ray
grow around it, and I’ve been in
business in this area all my career,
so I’ve admired the location and the
neighborhood feel.”
- Larry Ponzi, incoming owner, St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub

“The Hermitage is
where I’ve finally
found my family.”
—Helena Scott

Enjoy the Carefree
Lifestyle You Deserve

D

iscover why many people like you have come to call
the Hermitage home—the chance to experience a new
lifestyle with an array of services and amenities.
The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott,
who was confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple
Sclerosis and with regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can
now walk a mile a day when the weather permits. In her spare
time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, volunteers in the
beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and delivers
mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service,
our courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring
and security that comes with living at the Hermitage.
You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care
and supportive services are available right here, if you ever
need them.

h

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Call

703-797-3814

to schedule a tour
of our beautifully
appointed
apartments.

h

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

the Del Ray area ever since,
first as a renter and now as a
homeowner with his wife. He
has seen St. Elmo’s grow along
with Mount Vernon Avenue,
and said it is a critical part of
the area’s growth. As such, he
says he intends to keep the St.
Elmo’s name and concept, and
make only minor changes.
“I have seen it from its inception, I’ve seen Del Ray
grow around it, and I’ve been
in business in this area all my
career, so I’ve admired the location and the neighborhood
feel,” Ponzi said. “I just think
that it’s a great name, a great
space and it’s a great location.
We can even make what St.
Elmo’s is; we can add more to
it. We can do fresh food, fresh
salads and sandwiches. We’re
not going to change the market at all, but we can utilize the
strengths of those businesses
and add a little bit more offerings to St. Elmo’s.
“There’s so much work and
so much success that has been
put in by Nora to St. Elmo’s
that it would be a big mistake
to lose all that she has done
there. I see it as a neighborhood institution, and I think
most people do, so I think that
we would join everybody in
wanting to keep that going.”
Under a special use permit
application filed earlier this

month, Ponzi notes that he intends to apply for a license to
sell alcohol on site, believing
it would allow the cafe to make
more money and thus keep pace
with the high rents for commercial properties in Del Ray.
“Since there are many other
businesses on The Avenue that
sell alcohol, we do not believe
this will increase our traffic
or patronage (covers); rather,
we believe this will raise our
check average and therefore
gives us stronger revenues to
make a sustainable business
into the future,” Ponzi writes in
the application.
As such, Ponzi intends to
offer the wines and craft beers
he already sells at Market 2
Market, which he believes will
serve as a strong opportunity
for some cross-promotion of
his neighboring businesses.
“We’re in the beer and wine
business as well, and with the
hours that St. Elmo’s already
has, it makes perfect sense to
us that having these offerings of
some good, small-batch wines
by the glass and bottles and the
craft beer selection, we have
over 200 types of American craft
beer already in the market,” he
said. “To open that up to be able
to sell what people enjoy, a good
glass of wine or a good craft
SEE st. elmo’s | 13

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

Election

June 18, 2015 | 7

FROM | 1

Boyd Walker, a longtime
Democratic activist and a Silberberg supporter, said the
long gap between the June
primary and the inauguration
of the next mayor in January leaves plenty of time for
mending fences. Since there
is no Republican candidate for
mayor, Silberberg is presumed
by many to be the de-facto
mayor-elect.
“It’s kind of a long lameduck period, because we already know the outcome of the
November election if there’s
no write-in campaign,” Walker
said. “That’s a lot of time for
Allison and Bill to work together and there’s a lot of experience he can share with Ms.
Silberberg and hopefully will,
and [former Mayor] Kerry
[Donley] as well.
“All three want the city to
move forward, and it’s obviously what the people want to
do.”

And Walker dismissed arguments he has heard from
some residents both about the
size of Silberberg’s mandate
to govern and the idea that she
might have courted Republicans in her campaign.
“There’s a lot going around
about the fact that 62 percent
of voters didn’t support her [by
voting for other candidates],
but by the same token, 64 percent didn’t support Bill Euille
having a fifth term,” Walker
said. “And to the criticism for
supposedly courting Republicans: I never heard her publically court them, and it’s an
open primary.
“I’ve been accused of that
in the past and Andrew MacDonald was accused of that,
but all candidates would welcome all and any votes no matter where they come from. As
a candidate, your interest is in
winning.”
After some speculation
about the future of waterfront
redevelopment efforts in local
media outlets, city officials

One of the things
that stuck out
to me is why do
so few people
vote? I’ve never
seen — outside
of a presidential
election — an
election, whether
in May or
November, where
percentages of
turnout have
gotten above 20
percent.”
–

John Chapman
City councilor

likewise have looked to tamp
down on rumors. City Planning Director Karl Moritz said
that although the waterfront
plan can be rolled back by a
majority vote of city council, it
likely wouldn’t have any effect
on the projects at the heart of
the plan’s controversy.
“With the Carr hotel, there’s
no legislative action left to
take — they just need building
permits, so there’s no opportunity or action left for council to
take,” he said.
Moritz said Robinson Terminal South still needs certificates
of appropriateness from the city
board of architectural review
and can be appealed to city
council, but those likely would
be finished this fall. And the Old
Dominion Boat Club already
has its certificate of appropriateness, meaning the only hurdles
left for its new clubhouse are administrative in nature.
The only project still needing preliminary council approval is Robinson Terminal
North, Moritz said.

“Robinson Terminal North
hasn’t gone to council for a
hearing yet, but that would
likely happen in September,”
he said. “And if it is approved,
it doesn’t need certificates of
appropriateness because it’s
not in the Old and Historic
District. If the council action
in September is approval, there
wouldn’t be another council
action needed.”
Although City Councilor
John Chapman supported
Euille during the campaign, he
said he understands why many
residents might be unhappy
with city government.
“I think there is a certain
amount of folks who do want
to see something change in how
government operates,” he said.
“It’s not even always the decisions. It’s the processes we use
to get people engaged. We need
to look at some of those and find
out: Are they working? And if
not, why not and what do we
need to do to get them working?
SEE Election | 13

No Equity?
No Problem!
NEW!
Zero Equity Home Equity Loan
Borrow up to $25,000 with
variable rates as low as 6.9 %

APR*

ComWealthOne NPAD ZeroHEQ F1540609-A.indd 1

Apply today at cofcu.org
or call us at (703) 823-5211.
Not a member? Not a problem.
Most local area residents can bank with us.

Ask about
our other
Home Equity
options!

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates range from 6.9% to 18% APR and adjust annually. Rates are subject to
change at any time. All credit union rates and terms are based upon the evaluation of applicant(s) credit. Your actual
rate may vary. Some rates quoted reflect a .50% reduction for Loan Loyalty Rewards. Example: 7.40% (current rate)
less .50% Loan Loyalty Rewards equals 6.9% (your final APR). Most local area residents can bank with us. See
cofcu.org for full details. Federally Insured by NCUA.
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over the line

News from greater alexandria | by Chris teale

Dan Storck wins primary for Mount Vernon board of supervisors district
County school board member Dan Storck came out on top
of the four-way Democratic
primary race on June 9 to replace Gerald W. Hyland (D) on
the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors in the Mount Vernon District with 43.9 percent
of the vote.
Storck took 2,627 votes,
according to unofficial results,
finishing ahead of county
planning commissioner Tim
Sargeant, who garnered 2,418
votes for 40.38 percent. In
third place was county human

service council member Jack fic congestion and creating more
Dobbyn with 594 votes and lo- affordable housing.
cal business owner
“I want to thank
Candice Bennett
Gerry Hyland for 28
finished with 349
years of service,”
votes.
Storck reportedly said
The 61-year-old
at a campaign event
is the Democratic
after the polls closed.
nominee to replace
“His legacy will be
the retiring Hyland,
very difficult to rewho has repreplace in the short term.
sented the district
“There’s a lot to get
Dan Storck
since 1988. Storck’s
done, [but] we got a
campaign focused on bringing great start here tonight. Obvidevelopment to the area’s U.S. ously funding schools fully,
Route 1 corridor, alleviating traf- getting rail down [U.S.] Route

1, our environmental opportunities, building on our large tourist attraction — we need to get
those moving more quickly.”
Storck will face Republican
nominee Jane Gandee in November’s general election to
represent a district that stretches
south from Alexandria to Lorton and includes the Fort Belvoir military base.
During Hyland’s tenure, the
district grew to 127,000 residents, having previously been
most notable for its views of
the Potomac River and a num-

ber of tourist attractions including George Washington’s estate
at Mount Vernon. It has seen a
great deal of development in the
intervening years, but has struggled with some underperforming schools, traffic congestion
and lingering poverty.
Officials hope to ease the
area’s traffic woes with a project to widen roads near Fort
Belvoir on U.S. Route 1, while
there is also a plan to build
329 apartments and 144 townhouses on a 33-acre plot near
the highway.

West Potomac High School students to
perform at Edinburgh Fringe Festival

Two charged in Huntington
area homicide

Students from the theater
department at West Potomac
High School will travel to Edinburgh, Scotland after they
were selected to perform at
the prestigious Edinburgh
Fringe Festival in August.
Under the direction of artistic director Philip Lee Clark,
the Beyond the Page Theatre
Company was selected by
the board of advisors for the
American High School Theatre
Festival, having been recognized for their entertaining and
innovative productions.
Schools from across the
country are recommended by

Police charged two men last
month in connection with the
shooting death of Santos Zelaya, which took place on March
26 on the 6100 block of North
Kings Highway.
Gregory Brown, 23, of
Washington, D.C. and Niziah
Williams of Clinton, Md. were
arrested May 15 and charged
with murder, and are being held
without bond at the Fairfax
County Adult Detention Center.
Police were called to a residence on March 26 at the 6100
block of North Kings Highway
at around 8:18 p.m., where
they found Zelaya in a residence with multiple gunshot
wounds. He was medevaced
by police helicopter to a local
hospital, where he later died.
The medical examiner deter-

the board of advisors to participate in the festival based
on their most recent bodies of
work, awards, community involvement, philosophies and
recommendations.
Beyond
the Page will perform “The
25th Annual Putnam Spelling
Bee.”
To raise the funds necessary to send 35 students and
five adults to Scotland, the
company performed “Next to
Normal” last week in Kogelman Theatre at West Potomac.
They will perform “The 25th
Annual Putnam Spelling Bee”
in their home theater from

July 23-25 before making the
trip to Edinburgh, where they
will perform from July 29 to
August 11.
The company joins a festival that includes over 3,000
performances of music, theater, dance and comedy. It
dominates the city, with performances everywhere including playgrounds, conference rooms, parks and
churches. Beyond the Page’s
performance venue will be
SpaceTriplex, located in Old
Town near the University
of Edinburgh and Holyrood
Park.

SHOP LOCAL FIRST
Find local businesses at

www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org

703-360-6925

Monthly Networking

Second Thursday Business Breakfast
2nd Thursday of each month
8:00 am to 9:30 am
Belle Haven Country Club
MOUNT VERNON-LEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
6821 Richmond Highway / Alexandria, VA 22306

Gregory Brown

Niziah Williams

mined that the gunshot wounds
were the cause of his death.
In the immediate aftermath
of Zelaya’s death, police said
they were looking for up to
four suspects possibly driving a dark colored old sedan.
Detectives say they are still
investigating the case, and
that additional arrests may be
forthcoming.
Police also are investigating whether the killing was
targeted, and say that they do
not believe there is a threat to
public safety.

BUILDING LOT AUcTION
Eagle View on the New River
1 mile of New River Frontage

Beech Grove Ln, Galax, VA (Grayson county)
SALE 1: These lots sell ABSOLUTE without reserve
5 lots (4 riverfront, 1 river access) from 6.56 to 12.96 acres
SALE 2: These 6 lots sell with a reserve (minimum bid)
8 lots (6 riverfront, 2 river access) from 6.67 to 11.90 acres

Saturday, July 11 at 10am On-Site
10% buyers premium. 10% deposit; balance in 30 days at closing. VAAF93

counts Realty & Auction Group

800-780-2991 • countsAuction.com
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Join Plenti for free– Earn Double Points† during The One Day Sale.

Fri, June 19 - Sat, June 2O. Plenti is a new way to get rewards at Macy’s and lots of other places! Join for free to earn points at one place and
use them at another, all with a single rewards card. †Cannot be combined with any other double or triple points offers, including double points on beauty

and fragrances. Plenti points cannot be earned or used on fees and services or on some purchases, such as at certain food establishments and leased departments within
Macy’s stores. To be eligible to join Plenti, you must be at least 13 years of age and have a residence in the United States or its territories, or Canada. Plenti is only available in
the United States and its territories. For complete terms and conditions, including a complete list of exclusions, see Sales Associate or visit macys.com/plentiinfo

LOWEST PRICES
& OUR BIGGEST

ONE DAY SALE

OF THE
SEASON

LOOK FOR OUR LOWEST PRICES ON SELECTED ITEMS STOREWIDE!

SATURDAY, JUNE 2O SHOP 8AM-11PM (IT’S A SALE TOO BIG TO FIT IN A DAY!)
MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM
ALSO SHOP FRIDAY, JUNE 19 FROM 8AM-1OPM HOURS
& CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.
FREE SHIPPING & FREE RETURNS AT MACYS.COM

FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. FREE RETURNS BY MAIL OR IN-STORE. U.S. ONLY. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
DOORBUSTERS 8AM-2PM
6 HOURS ONLY! GET HERE EARLY, WHILE THEY LAST!

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

AMERICAN DESIGNER

Doorbuster $18-$22.

EXTRA 25% OFF
Doorbuster 110.63-243.75.

Reg. $295-$650, after 2pm:
147.50-$325. Suits, sportcoats
& blazers. Shown: H 1837047.
DOORBUSTER

4 FOR $20 TEES

Reg. $15 ea., after 2pm 7.99 ea.
Only at Macy’s. JA John
Ashford crewneck and
V-neck styles.
H 1238644.
DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

60% OFF DRESS SHIRTS

17.99

Reg. $45-$55, after 2pm:
31.50-38.50. From
Geoffrey Beene and
Van Heusen. H 1284998.

19.99 POLOS

SPORTSHIRTS

Reg. $49-$55, after 2pm:
24.99. Only at Macy’s.
Long-sleeve styles from
Club Room & Alfani.

Reg. 39.50, after 2pm:
29.99. Only at Macy’s.
From I.N.C International
Concepts®. For example:
H 1980124.

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

Orig.* $200-$320, after 2pm: 69.99.
Pantsuits or skirtsuits from Le Suit
& more. Misses & petites.
Women’s prices
slightly higher.

SELECT BRAS
Reg. $33-$40 ea., after 2pm: buy 2,
get 1 free. From Bali®, Warner’s®,
Playtex® & more. Shown: Bali®
Double Support Wirefree. H 3212.

ACCESSORIES FOR HER
Doorbuster 4.50-$98 + 1 free.
Orig.* $18-$98 ea., after 2pm:
4.50-73.50 ea. Clearance
scarves, hats, belts & more.

49.99 CLEARANCE SUITS

DOORBUSTER

BUY 1, GET 1 FREE

2 FOR 19.99

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

DIAMOND EARRINGS

Reg. $79-79.99, after 2pm: 59.99.
For example:
H 1129600
& H 715653.

39.99 DESIGNER SNEAKERS FOR HER

60% OFF SWIMWEAR

39.99

$299

Reg. $98-$116. From Reebok
and more. Misses.
H 1864189.

Reg. $160, after 2pm: $56.
1/4 ct. t.w.‡ rose-cut in
18k gold over sterling silver.
H 2170069.

Reg. $1000, after 2pm: $490.
TruMiracle™ 3/4 ct. t.w.‡ in
14k white (H 1146133) or
yellow (H 2104518) gold.

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

DOORBUSTER

BELLA CHOICES

MEMORY FOAM
Doorbuster 17.99-239.99.

Reg. $200, after 2pm: 99.99.
Only at Macy’s. Spinner
luggage: Tag Springfield
27" spinner, 20" carry-on, duffel,
tote and travel kit. H 1611059.

Doorbuster 39.20-46.40.

30% + 20% OFF

DOORBUSTER
SELECT KITCHEN ELECTRICS
Doorbuster 21.99-715.99. Reg. 39.99-1279.99,
after 2pm: 29.99-899.99. Nespresso, #D121USBKNE1
(H 798342), Cuisinart,
#DCC-2650 (H 550536)
& Nutribullet,
#NBR1201 (H 728155).

DOORBUSTER

25% OFF
REGULAR & SALE PRICES

DIAMOND EARRINGS

17.99

Reg. 39.99, after 2pm: 29.99.
Waffle maker, #13991
(H 929041) and Rocket blender,
#13330 (H 330413).

SELECTIONS FOR HER:

SPORTSWEAR FOR
MISSES, PETITES & WOMEN

70% OFF

59.99 5-PC. SET

Reg. $60-$800, after 2pm:
29.99-479.99. Pillows and
mattress toppers

DOORBUSTER

2O% OFF
REGULAR & SALE PRICES

SELECTIONS FOR HER:

FAMOUS MAKER & DESIGNER COLLECTIONS
FOR MISSES, PETITES & WOMEN; DRESSES, SUITS
& CAREER SPORTSWEAR

OR, EXTRA SAVINGS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 8AM-2PM SAVINGS PASS DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO DOORBUSTERS.
WOW! $1O OFF

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE
APPAREL AND HOME ITEMS!

(CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS
OR DEALS OF THE DAY)

1O OFF

$

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE.
VALID 6/19 ’TIL 2PM OR 6/20/15 ’TIL 2PM.
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys,
cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/electronics, floor coverings,
furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic apparel,
shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift
cards, jewelry trunk shows, Macy’s Backstage merchandise/
locations, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases,
selected licensed depts., services, special orders, special
purchases, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any
savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except
opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated
as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt.
When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated
to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be
redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as
payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or
more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees.

WOW! $2O OFF

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE
APPAREL AND HOME ITEMS!

(CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS
OR DEALS OF THE DAY)

2O OFF

$

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE.
VALID 6/19 ’TIL 2PM OR 6/20/15 ’TIL 2PM.
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys,
cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/electronics, floor coverings,
furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic apparel,
shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift
cards, jewelry trunk shows, Macy’s Backstage merchandise/
locations, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases,
selected licensed depts., services, special orders, special
purchases, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any
savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except
opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated
as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt.
When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated
to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be
redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as
payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $50 or
more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees.

Fine jewelry doorbusters are only at stores that carry fine jewelry. Free item must be of equal or lesser value than purchased item. Returns must include purchased and free items. ➤ REG. & ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING
PRICES AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 6/19 & 6/20/2015. “Our lowest
prices” refers to Macy’s summer season 5/1-7/31/2015. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. ‡All carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance may be .05 carat. Jewelry photos may
be enlarged or enhanced to show detail. Fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.com for locations. Almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty & require special care, log on
to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. Doorbuster items are available while supplies last. Extra savings are taken off already reduced prices, “doorbuster” prices reflect extra savings.
Advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local Macy’s & selection may vary by store. Prices & merchandise may differ at macys.com. Electric items & luggage carry mfrs’ warranties; to see a
mfr’s warranty at no charge before purchasing, visit a store or write to: Macy’s Warranty Dept., PO Box 1026, Maryland Heights, MO 63043, attn: Consumer Warranties. N5050025.
N5050025D.indd 1
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Let’s Eat

A special advertising feature
of the Alexandria Times

A taste from south of the
border at Los Tios
In the heart of Del Ray, an area
of Alexandria that thrives with activity at all times of the day and
night, stands an establishment
serving fine Tex-Mex and Salvadorian. Located at 2615 Mount
Vernon Ave., Los Tios is right in
the center of the action and definitely worth visiting.
The menu is filled with traditional dishes, especially in the entrees.
The fajitas are one not to be missed.
They can be made up of chicken,
shrimp, beef, vegetables or even
BBQ ribs, and are presented with
flour tortillas, rice, lettuce, refried
beans, pico de gallo, guacamole and
sour cream. Those who enjoy meat
in their fajitas will appreciate the
meat marinade, made up of a secret
special herb combination, lime juice

and pineapple juice combination.
Another much loved dish is the
carne asada, a marinated sirloin
center cut that is then grilled. It is
enhanced by fried yucca, garlic
sauce, black beans, rice and salad.
Pollo Veracruz — chicken with
melted cheese and pico de gallo
— and lechoncito al homo, which
is pork roasted in special Spanish
sauce, are also sure successes. For
those who are feeling a little less adventurous, the burritos and enchiladas are both exceptional too.
Before your entree, the starters to experience firsthand are the
camarones al ajillo and the pupusas, while common Tex-Mex starters like the wings and the nachos
are a hit. Then for dessert, choices
abound. Two of the many fine selec-

tions are the fried banana with tres
leches and ice cream and the flan,
with plenty more on offer. All the
while, accompany your meal with a
margarita, daiquari or home-made
sangria, while there are also plenty
of wine and beer options available.
Whether sitting outside on the
patio or inside, Los Tios has a fun
atmosphere and food that will leave
you feeling delighted. Check it out,
and see for yourself why it is so
highly regarded amongst the myriad
of other options in Del Ray.
.
Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and Sunday;
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. For more information, call 703-299-9290 or
visit www.lostiosgrill.com.

Fine Tex-Mex & Salvadorean Food
Located in the heart of Del Ray, a great time can be
had by dining indoors or at our outdoor patio and
then taking a stroll down “the Avenue” afterwards.
Come see why we are the neighborhood favorite
for fun date nights, families and large groups alike.
Hint: delicious menu + generous portions + fun and attentive service.

Del Ray
2615 Mount Vernon Avenue Alexandria, Virginia 22301
Phone: (703) 299-9290 | www.lostiosgrill.com
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Patio Dining Now OPEN for the Season!

da

Nino

Cucina Italiana & Bar

Modern Italian Cuisine in
Shirlington Village. Experience
Chef Delian DiPietro's takes on
Italian Classics using fresh,
regional and seasonal ingredients.

Good selction
of drafts. Iced tea tasted
good. Lobster steamed
and grilled was very tasty.
all veggies were well
seasoned. grilled salmon
sandwich was unbelievably
good. oyster po boy also
recommended... — Ryan D

Open fOr
lunch, dinner
and brunch
(703) 888-1892

The Village at Shirlington ~ 4251 Campbell Ave #101

s t er

da

4.8« of 5 stars 30 Reviews
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O

(across from Harris Teeter)

Nino

Cucina Itali
an

a & Bar

A LOCAL FAVORITE

of Alexandrians for many years!

Cucina Italiana & Bar
Modern Italian Cuisine
in Shirlington Village.

Lunch and Dinner 7 days.

Modern
ItalianofCuisine
$10 off
purchase
$49 orinmore
Brunch
onwith
Sundays
11am - 3pm.
*may
not
be
combined
offers
Shirlington Village. other
Experience
Room
up 11am
to 45
people.
Lunch and DinnerPrivate
7 days. Sunday
Brunch
- 3pm.
Chef Private
Delian
DiPietro's
takes
on
Room
~
up
to
45
people.
Outdoor patio open.
2900
S. Quincy
St. Arlington,
22206
Italian
Classics
usingStVA
fresh,
2900 S Quincy
Arlington, VA 22206
Located across from the Shirlington Bus Station
Located across from the Shirlington Bus Station
regional
and seasonal
ingredients.
Phone:
(703) 820-1128
820-1128
Phone:
(703)
utdoo

O

r pa

tio i

www.osteriadaninova.com
www.osteriadaninova.com
OsteriadaNinoVA
OsteriadaNinoVA

s now o pe n!

203 The Strand

Alexandria, VA
(703) 836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Located on the Alexandria
Waterfront, Chadwicks is a
welcoming destination for great
steaks, seafood, salads, burgers
and an extensive beer selection.
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WORD ON THE STREET
June is a month of new
beginnings. Not only is it the
start of summer, but this June
also marks the opening of a
number of new businesses in
Alexandria. Here are a couple
of ideas if you’re looking for
somewhere new and interesting to spend your time.

WHAT’S NEW
Old Town has been waiting eagerly for Carluccio’s
first U.S. location to arrive
and now the doors are finally open. The restaurant
is located at 100 King St.
and boasts more than just a
sit-down restaurant: it is an
Italian market and cafe as
well. Those looking for a

meal filled with fresh Italian ingredients — many of
which are house-made, others which are imported from
Italy — will enjoy the restaurant; the trendy yet unassuming bar offers a spot for
drinks with friends. If you
find an ingredient or food
you like, you might be able
to take it home with you. The
Italian market features a variety of oils, vinegars, cheeses, pastries and other treats
available for purchase.
The ambience of the restaurant is fresh and modern.
The walls are hung with Italian-style paintings and photos
that subtly allude to the traditional idea of Italian restaurants, but blend it with moder-

Let’s Eat
Whole Maine Lobster
Dinner

$18.95

Not valid with other offers and vouchers

Enjoy music by S imonne

From the founder of

Au Pied de Cochon

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria VA 22314
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station

703-329-1010

•

Open 7 Days a Week

Special Dinner
for Two

$34

Sunday – Wednesday evenings, dine-in only

Your choice of 2 entrees and 1 bottle
of red or white wine selected by the house

nity to create a unique vibe.
The menu follows this theme:
traditional Italian dishes such
as risottos and handmade
pastas with plenty of Italian
cheeses and meats. Carluccio’s currently begins serving
dinner at 4 p.m., but on July 1
they will begin offering both
breakfast and lunch as well,
beginning at 7 a.m.

muscles and body weight as
part of their workout. Besides the rope wall, Ease
also offers many creative
and unique classes: warm
yoga, curvy yoga, gentle
therapeutic yoga, mindful
yoga and even a meditation
and tea class, just to name a
few. There are classes available for all age groups and
all levels of experience.
After the yoga class is
over, participants can stroll
over to the cafe at Ease. The
cafe features cold-pressed
juices from Senzu juicery, fresh-made smoothies,
soups, sandwiches and more.
The goal of Ease Yoga and
Cafe is to involve everyone
in aspects of wellness, and

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Del Ray also added to its
repertoire this month with
the introduction of Ease
Yoga and Cafe. The yoga
studio at Ease is unique in
that it is the first studio in
the area to feature a rope
wall. A rope wall allows the
participant to use their own

having a cafe that provides
healthy, fresh food options
right next to the yoga studio
offers another way for Ease’s
customers to take care of
their bodies.
The cafe connected to the
yoga studio gives participants
a chance to socialize with others in their classes and have
fun with one another before
or after class. Ease Yoga and
Cafe, located at 3051 Mount
Vernon Ave., adds yet another
option of fun and health to the
neighborhood.
To request a place, event or
special be featured in
Word on the Street, contact
Abigail Jurk at
ajurk@alextimes.com.
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Vassar

Unleash your
hidden
superpowers
Become a foster parent
Kids
in our
community
need
super parents
like you.

Call us today!
855-367-8637
www.umfs.org

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!
“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1- 800 - CAR - ANGE L

www.boatangel.com

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
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and we have to fix it,” added City
Councilor Justin Wilson. “We’re
setting up this every single time,
where what is really supposed to
be almost a checklist, a ministerial decision, is becoming highly
subjective analysis, and it’s not
supposed to be. I don’t think
that’s what the law says it should
be. I’m uncomfortable with either
option in this case, and that is the
challenge for me.”
In the analysis of existing
lots and their comparison to the
proposed subdivision on Vassar,
members of city staff said they
used the broad latitude in the
language of the ordinance to determine which lots to use as comparators, in particular the ordinance’s use of the word “similar”,
which can be interpreted widely.
“The lots on Vassar Place
are a cul-de-sac, on Vassar Road
they are a straight,” said resident
Marc Leon, who lives on Crown
View Drive directly behind Vassar Road. “There is no comparison. The character of Vassar
Road is not the same as the character of Vassar Place.”
The issue of whether the subdivision affects the character of
the neighborhood also was a big
talking point — some said it upheld the character while others
argued the reverse.
“We love this neighborhood,
and we perhaps have the greatest interest in preserving what
the neighborhood looks like and
the character, as we live next
door to this new lot,” said Mary
Hales, one of the applicants. “Of
course, we want it to be beautiful
— whatever gets built eventually
— and would ensure whatever
we could to make sure it follows
all the laws, the infill laws and
the zoning requirements by the
city as we build.”
“Appropriately balancing the
interests of property owners with
the goal of preserving the community’s character can sometimes present difficult questions,”
said David Salmons. “This is not
one of those times. This is a case
where the legitimate rights of the
property owners are perfectly
aligned with the goal of preserving the character of the neighbor-

hood.”
Others in the area disagreed.
“I oppose the subdivision on
the grounds that it would negatively affect the character of
the neighborhood,” said Glenn
Spitler. “Somehow I picture the
curvature of this corner, and
I’m not an architect, but as the
human eye sees it, somehow I
picture this possibly being a real
appearance of a bunch of houses
crammed together. That’s not
the appearance of how it is on
Crown View Drive.”
“It’s fairly easy to portray us
as a bunch of cranks who don’t
want our views spoiled, and I
really want to emphasize there
is something fundamentally dif-

We love this
neighborhood,
and we perhaps have
the greatest interest in
preserving what the
neighborhood looks
like and the character,
as we live next door
to this new lot”
– Mary Hale, Vassar Road
subdivision applicant
ferent and special about the area
we’re in,” added Tim Lloyd.
Some residents expressed concerns about the precedent set by
allowing the subdivision, as they
felt it would empower homeowners to attempt similar projects elsewhere, while others believe that
argument is without merit.
“The slippery slope argument doesn’t really hold water,
because the commission took
a look at that,” said Jason Van
Wagner. “They looked at the fact
that this is the only set of lots that
could ever come into question or
be subdivided, so that issue has
been addressed.
“The second one about
squeezing a house in between two
homes, a lot of the council members and commission have done
their homework and walked the
neighborhood, and the resounding argument was, ‘It looks like a
house belongs between those two
home sites, and it’s in character
with the neighborhood.’”
“We are concerned that the

practice could establish a poor
precedent for future subdivisions
in the city,” argued Elliot Rhodeside. “Approval of the subdivision may even enable previously
denied subdivision requests to be
reconsidered.”
“There have been charges that
this subdivision would ‘tear the
fabric of our neighborhood apart,’
which seems to me hysterical,
and it is to be noted that none of
the neighbors on Vassar Road
are against this subdivision,” said
Linda Wilson. “Those are the
people who are most affected and
who will see it, and none of them
are against it.”
“You have an opportunity today to correct and reverse a very
bad decision of the planning
commission,” said Laura Plaze.
“This is a decision that will not
only harm a beautiful neighborhood, but will set a bad precedent for our city.
“If this is allowed to go forward, what’s to prevent subdivision of other large lots in the city,
or two adjacent lots? We don’t
want to see this beautiful city
carved up into ever smaller and
ever more crowded lots.”
One other concern raised
by neighbors was the flow of
stormwater downhill from Vassar Road. Several people said
that construction on Vassar in
the past has caused an increased
flow of stormwater onto Crown
View Drive — which is below
Vassar on a gradient.
“We’ve also been aware over
the years of drainage problems,
and I think that’s a big thing to us,”
said Ann Spitler. “I don’t know if
it’s a drainage pipe or what that
runs at the back of our property.
“Over the years, I have been
aware of four water drainage
problems or situations, two of
which were in the last five years.
They happened when there was
new construction or renovation
going on. This new lot will be
at the top of the hill, and I don’t
know enough about drainage to
know if it will happen, but I’m
concerned about the people below
it. Some of these lots that were
compared to were flat, [so this]
being on the hill concerns me.”
SEE vassar | 13
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City Councilor Del Pepper
and Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg added their voices to
those worried about stormwater
run-off, and James Hunt, a division chief at the city department
of code administration, said it
was something he and his colleagues would look into immediately for the current homes.
But a number of people, including the Hales’ land use attorney Mary Catherine Gibbs,
noted that the 2007 Virginia Supreme Court decision Seymour
v. City of Alexandria prevented
such concerns from being considered in subdivision cases,
since such proposals do not address what might be placed on
the lot in the future.
City council’s decision means
the planning commission will
need to debate the case once
again on the issue of comparable
lots, and it may mean amendments to city staff’s report in the
coming weeks and months.
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st. Elmo’s
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beer, is just a further amenity
and we feel it will really help
our sales as well.”
Partlow noted that Ponzi
was one of seven interested
buyers for the cafe, and said
other
proposals
involved
changing the St. Elmo’s name
and concept to something different from what it currently is.
“As many corporate entities are interested to buy the St.
Elmo’s business and change it
to their own ‘brand,’ we wish
to preserve this homegrown
neighborhood gem, and we
have an agreement with Nora
Partlow to make this happen,”
Ponzi wrote in his application.
“This is a major factor in Nora’s wish to sell the business to
us, as she knows us well from
both living in the neighborhood
and patronizing the business for
20 years as well as operating
next to her at Market 2 Market
for the past four years.
“The primary focus of the
restaurant will not change, nor

will any existing condition
that the current SUP contains.
We will continue to be family
friendly and sell coffee, bakeries, salads and sandwiches. We
will also retain all of the current employees of St. Elmo’s
and honor all of the salary/
benefits in place.”
There are currently nine employees at St. Elmo’s, of which
four work full time. Ponzi is
hopeful he can keep the cafe
as one of Del Ray’s most popular places to eat and drink,
even with the competition
that comes with being situated
along Mount Vernon Avenue.
“I think there’s more and
more competition, you’ll con-

tinue to see more and more
competition, but when you put
out a good product, you will do
well,” he said. “That’s why I
like the neighborhood so much:
I think that there’s enough business for everybody that puts out
a good product. It’s good competition in that way.
“I think it draws more
people to Del Ray and keeps
people in the neighborhood because there are a lot of good options. I could see what we want
to retain and what we want to
add to it, and so it makes perfect
sense. I haven’t been more confident with what we as a team
can do with the business.”
Meanwhile, Partlow intends
to spend more time with her
family, and continue to work
as a neighborhood realtor with
Coldwell Banker. Ponzi knows
he has big shoes to fill.
“She has started it all,” he
said. “Del Ray would not be
where it is without her, without what she’s done. She was
a pioneer on Mount Vernon
Avenue.”

Election

FROM | 7

“One of the things that stuck
out to me is why do so few people
vote? I’ve never seen — outside of
a presidential election — an election, whether in May or November, where percentages of turnout
have gotten above 20 percent.”
And he warned those who
do not support Silberberg not
to dismiss last week’s win.
“I don’t want to reflect poorly
on anyone, and I can’t speak to
whether [the election] constitutes a mandate or not, but the
bigger issue is folks don’t come
out and vote,” Chapman said. “It
says something about Allison
that she’s able to get that many
folks out regardless of percentages or people’s thoughts about
what party they came from.
“Don’t think it’s a fluke
or anything like that. If there
are folks who do think that, I
would remind them she was
the top vote getter in 2012.
Even in a presidential year she
reached out to folks and connected with them.”
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Delightful Dettifoss!
Dettifoss was born in
a foster home and is a
wonderful little girl who will
delight her forever family!
Come meet this dear and
her sisters on Saturday
or Sunday from 1:30 pm
to 4:30 pm. For more
information contact King
Street Cats.

Sports

A quite oar-some year

contact@kingstreetcats.org.
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By Chris Teale
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3 sessions for $99*

Get Started Today!
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T.C. Williams’ crew program continues to grow in
stature, as its girls teams took
home medals from a Canadian regatta to cap an already
stellar season.
The Titans girls headed to
St. Catharines, Ontario earlier
this month for the Canadian
Secondary Schools Rowing
Association
Championship
Regatta. It is Canada’s equivalent of the national championship for high school rowing
teams, and featured some of
the fastest boats in the country
as well as several groups from
the United States.
T.C. came away with two
gold medal finishes thanks
to the first varsity eight and
the varsity lightweight eight,
while the freshman eight won
silver. In addition, sculler
Kyra McClary finished fourth
in individual competition and
just missed out on a medal
by the smallest of margins.

The win for the varsity eight
comes on the heels of the
team’s second consecutive
state title earlier this year at
the Virginia Scholastic Rowing Association championships on the Occoquan Reservoir in Fairfax last month.
They won the gold medal in
Canada with a time of 6:33.86,
having also posted the fastest
time in qualifying the day before. In the race, the Titans
varsity eight beat Saratoga of
New York, who recently was
crowned as Scholastic Rowing
Association of America national champions. The Titans’
first-place finish was just 3.8
seconds ahead of Saratoga,
who took silver.
The varsity lightweight
eight were similarly dominant in their winning time of
7:43.99, a full eight seconds
ahead of silver medalists
Branksome of Toronto. In the
semifinals, the Titans boat finished a staggering 22 seconds
ahead of the second-place
finisher. The win in Canada
caps a highly successful year
for the newly created boat,

which can add the gold medal
to bronze medal finishes in
the SRAA Nationals and at
the Stotesbury Cup Regatta, a
state gold and several victories
in regional competitions.
In the freshman eight final, T.C. was locked in a tight
battle with Saratoga for the
gold medal for the duration
of the race, having already
won their heat in the junior
eight category. Unfortunately
for the Titans freshmen, their
rivals finished in first place
by a margin of just seven seconds, with T.C. recording a
finishing time of 7:29.06. The
team also won silver at states
earlier this year.
“I am really proud of the
entire T.C. crew team this
year,” said girls head coach
Patrick Marquardt in a statement. “These two final gold
medals show that T.C. boats
are among the fastest in North
America. The first varsity’s
win against U.S. national
champion Saratoga shows that
it can beat the best. The lightSEE CREW | 15
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The freshman boys eight boat celebrates its gold medal for T.C. Williams at the Virginia Championship
Regatta for Lower Boats. From left to right, members of the boat are Zachary Khan, Ian Willmore,
Wogan Snyder, Cole Towers, Michaela Gleeson (coxswain), Bryce Cook, Julien Depeyrot, Jacob Souza,
Connor McGivern and coach Enoch Cleckley.

crew
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weights took off this year
and never stopped excelling.
This final gold medal capped
an outstanding season that
included national and state
medals for the boat.”
Individually,
McClary
performed consistently in
the single sculls competition,
even though it was her first
regatta in the division this
season. She finished first in
her qualifying heat, then sec-

ond in her semifinal before
finishing fourth in the final.
The senior also won gold as
part of the varsity eight boat,
capping a season in which she
won the girls’ coaches award
as well. She has committed to
Smith College in Northampton, Mass. for next year.
Also in action were the
girls senior four boat, who advanced to the semifinals, and
the girls lightweight four, who
reached the same round. Both
had been rowing together as

COURTESY PHOTO

The Titans varsity lightweight eight celebrate their gold at the
Canadian Secondary Schools Rowing Association Championship
Regatta. From left to right, members of the boat are Elizabeth
Roda (coxswain), Rachael Vannatta, Olivia Anthony, Sierra Arnold, Abby Prall, Sarah Scroggs, Caroline Hill, Emily De-Bodene
and LeeAnn Richards.

teams for just two weeks prior
to the CSSRA competition.
The performance in Canada came hot on the heels of
another strong showing in
the VSRA state championship, highlighted by a girls
varsity eight victory that saw
the team finish less than three
seconds ahead of second-place
McLean. There were golds for
the boys freshman eight and
the boys varsity four as well
at the Virginia Championship
Regatta for Lower Boats.
In winning the gold, the
boys freshman eight were
presented with the Ted Phoenix trophy, which is awarded
each year to the state’s fastest freshman boys boat. They
finished in a time of 5:03.05
in the final, two seconds
ahead of second place finishers St. Alban’s.
It has been another season of great success for the
Titans crew, who have rowed
since 1947 and train at the Dee
Campbell Rowing Center along
the Potomac waterfront. With
so many young rowers coming
through and already enjoying
success, they are determined
to maintain their momentum in
the coming years.
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SCENE AROUND TOWN

A downright dastardly satire
‘Tartuffe’ is a witty, dark
take on Molière

PHOTO/SCOTT SUCHMAN

In Shakespeare Theatre Company’s rendition of “Tartuffe,”
Luverne Seifert portrays Orgon, a wealthy patriarch taken
in by a priestly con-man.

By Jordan Wright

“Epic bromance upends
noted family” might be the
modern-day header for the tale
of Tartuffe and Orgon, the paterfamilias of a 17th century
bourgeois family. Or it might
read: “Priest and his slimy sidekicks fake poverty to con Pernelle clan — maid claims teen
daughter was used as barter.”
In Shakespeare Theatre Company’s production of “Tartuffe,”
Molière’s timeless story of piety
and politics, the eponymous con
artist — “The Hypocrite” —
brings down one of the town’s
most prominent families with his
fire-and-brimstone brand of religious fervor. Slick as a whistle,
the devious flimflammer ingratiates himself into the home and
gullible heart of Orgon, despite
protestations from his household,
who see right through the hustle.
“He has made me a new man
without friendships or emotion,”
Orgon boasts to his family, dismissing their pleadings and offering up his betrothed daughter,
Mariane (Lenne Klingaman) as
a sacrificial lamb.
In the second year of the
troupe’s Comedie Française repertory series, director Dominique
Serrand brings us a supremely
elegant production of the play,
guaranteed to make your hair
curl and your funny bone twitch.
Serrand is also the co-scenic designer with Tom Buderwitz, and
the two have created a divinely
muted set for the comic drama,
drawing inspiration from the
symmetrical Palladian architecture of Paris’ Hotel des Invalides
and the exterior design of the
Église Saint-Gervais to evoke an
aura of piety.
Marcus Dilliard uses the
single-day timeline of the play
by moving lighting across the
stage from east to west, coloring

PHOTO/SCOTT SUCHMAN

Steven Epp shines
as the titular character in “Tartuffe,”
combining an alluring charm with the
deviousness of a
classic villain.

the set with the pale, cool light
of day, with rays of light pouring in through tall windows, culminating in the honeyed amber
tones of sunset. It is very effective and lends a compelling air
of urgency to the family’s dire
circumstances.
Steven Epp plays the convincingly deceitful Tartuffe.
With his tight-as-a-drum body
and spare priestly garments, he
looks like a former Calvin Klein
model recently sprung from a
torture chamber. Epp’s riveting

portrayal of the holier-than-thou
priest without a conscience is enhanced by his ability to quickly
morph from insinuating charmer,
proving his devotion through
self-flagellations and submissive
prostrations, to backstabbing villain. Luverne Seifert, who plays
the duped husband and father Orgon in thrall to the machinations
of Tartuffe, gives a commanding
performance infused with bluster
and swagger.
But amidst all the guile and
terror inflicted on the family by

Tartuffe, let us not forget what
a phenomenal social commentator Molière is. The circumstances he devises are as dark as
the comedy is light — and Suzanne Warmanen as Dorine, the
wise and sassy servant, renders
it brilliantly. When accused of
defaming God by using a handkerchief as a bookmark between
the pages of Elmire’s Bible, Dorine replies, “If a handkerchief
can insult God, God needs more
confidence!” She has Tartuffe’s
sanctimonious number straight
out of Heaven’s gate.
Elmire (Sofia Jean Gomez),
the clever wife of Orgon, has
her own way of handling the impostor. In one sexually charged
scene, designed to prove to her
husband that Tartuffe is nothing
more than a fraud, she calculates
an elaborate seduction to which
Orgon is witness. Gomez is electrifying, bringing both fire and
ice to the character.
Not to be ignored are Tar-

tuffe’s henchmen, led by Laurent (Nathan Keepers). The duo
lends a deliciously evil air to
the entire proceedings, lurking
around corners and perching
above the action, all the better to
eavesdrop or threaten.
Sonya Berlovitz informs the
costuming with a freshly spare
modernity by eliminating the
distractions of heavily ornate
brocades and embellishments, instead creating clothing that takes
on meaning and symbolism and
at the same time reflecting hilarity, solemnity and social import,
depending on the character. The
result lends more power to the
story and drama to the players.
Through July 5 at the Shakespeare Theatre Company’s
Sidney Harman Hall at 610
F St., NW, Washington, D.C.
20004. For tickets and information, contact the box office at
202-547-1122 or visit www.
shakespearetheatre.org.
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Calendar
of Events
To have your event
considered for our
calendar listings,
please email
events@alextimes.com.
June 18
MUSIC AT TWILIGHT A city con-

cert series with a jazz performance by
E & Me. Admission is free.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: John Carlyle Park, 300
John Carlyle St.
Information: 703-746-5592

CIVIL WAR LECTURE Caroline

Janney turns our attention to the end of
the war and its aftermath, the ways that
Americans viewed the struggle by 1865
and began to form their own understanding of it even as veterans were still
returning from battlefields. She asks
how the nation would heal this great
wound, and if it has entirely healed 150
years later. Seating is limited.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Information: 703-746-4994

A JAZZY JUNE CONCERT

DuPont Brass, a local group from
Howard University, will perform in
celebration of African-American Music
Appreciation Month.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St.
Information: www.nvrpa.org/park/
carlyle_house_historic_park

June 19
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Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org

whole family to Family Fun Nights
for swimming and fun for all ages on
Friday evenings. Pool games include
beach ball relays, water basketball,
diving for prizes and fun on the ‘Aqua
Challenge’ floating obstacle course.
Admission is $4 per person.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation Center & Aquatics Facility,
3210 King St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/c/1028

June 21
FREE FATHER’S DAY TOURS

Tours of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum and the Friendship Firehouse
Museum, with all fathers entering
free of charge.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.; Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S.
Fairfax St.; Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-3852, 703746-4994, apothecary.museum@
alexandriava.gov or www.friendshipfirehouse.net

June 20
WINE ON THE WATER An annual
wine tasting fundraiser held in partnership with the Alexandria Seaport
Foundation and Grape & Bean at
the City Marina Lawn. Tickets cost
$55 for early bird, $65 for general
admission.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: James McIlhenny Seaport
Center, 0 Thompsons Alley
Information: 703-582-8480, seifert@alexandriaseaport.org or www.
alexandriaseaport.org

Winner of the 2010 Tony Award for Best Play,
this funny, bawdy affair highlights one of
America’s pop culture icons and her climb to
fame. This comedy weaves the life story of
Mae West with the sweetly oddball romance
of two lonely New Yorkers who are obsessed
with the star. Enjoy the comic story of West’s
colorful career from her
Coming soon
beginnings in vaudeville
to her legendary stature as
one of the silver screen’s greatest bombshells. As
a bonus, “Dirty Blonde” also includes songs from
Ms. West’s most famous movies including “I’m No
Angel,” “Dirty Blonde,” “Perfect Love” and more!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m

LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER’S:
FOR EARLY-STAGE CAREGIVERS

BEAT THE HEAT RACQUETBALL
TOURNAMENT Join this double

elimination tournament for singles and
doubles, divided by age groups: Men
and/or Women 18–34, 35–50, 51–65
and 66 & over. Tournament will be
played Saturday and/or Sunday.
Time: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Chinquapin Park Recreation Center & Aquatics Facility,
3210 King St.
Information: 703-746-5408 or
tamika.coleman@alexandriava.gov

ington” greets visitors and poses for
photographs on Father’s Day weekend. Listen to “General Washington”
as he discusses his role as husband,
stepfather and father of our country
in the program “Father to the First
Family.”
Time: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s

6/6 - 6/27

June 23

June 20-21

FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND AT
MOUNT VERNON “General Wash-

Dirty Blonde

The second of a three-part series
that provides practical answers to
the questions that arise in the early
stages of Alzheimer’s and is designed
to provide care partners with the
knowledge, tools and strategies
needed to cope with a diagnosis
of Alzheimer’s disease or a related
dementia. Cost is free.
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage of Northern
Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 800-272-3900

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK
ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

June 24
CANAL PLAZA CONCERT A free
concert with a jazz performance by
Kim Reynolds Band.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Canal Center Plaza Amphitheater, 44 Canal Center Plaza.
Information: 703-746-5592

One Cool
Cat~~
~~ Special
Needs

~ Canine Health Care ~

June 27-September 5
SPECIAL FAMILY TOURS

Explore Gadsby’s Tavern Museum at

hours
ap- MAKE A SPLASH Bring the
conExceptional service and a guaranteed
comgood experience for children.
uling
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Conveniently located at
6303 Little River Turnpike,
Suite 345, Alexandria, VA 22312

Accepting new patients.
www.lovekidsteeth.com
703-942-8404
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At Home
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Play with your kids,
and you’re building a
relationship while you
and your child fill a toy
dump truck with sand
or explore the world of
nature. Well-designed
play equipment inspires kids and teaches
them about themselves
and the world around
them. When kids come
to this Playworld playground, they sense that
the space has been designed for them.

Making room
for kids’ play
By Marty ross

Playing is what childhood
is all about. Making a place
to play in the garden inspires
kids and sets them an example for the rest of their lives.
Even in a tiny backyard, there
is plenty of room for children
to play, and for adults to have
a good time, too.
There is a lot of play
equipment on the market,
but you don’t have to commit
yourself to fancy installations that look like a threering circus, says Lolly Tai, a
landscape architect and professor at Temple University
in Ambler, Pennsylvania.
Kids really don’t need all
that. “Kids like height, they
like water, they like plants,
tree-houses and stepping

stones,” Tai says. “Give them
a little water and sand, and
all of a sudden creative play
happens.” Tai specializes in
outdoor environments for
kids, particularly in schoolyards and botanic gardens,
where kids’ gardens have
taken off. Plants are part of
it, of course, but swinging,
sliding, running and splashing all have enormous appeal
to kids.
Tai, the author of “Designing Outdoor Environments
for Children,” recommends
taking your entire property into consideration when
you’re getting ready to add a
play space for kids of any age.
First, write down all the feaSEE play | 19

HOME OF THE WEEK

A custom modern rendition of
a classic Colonial home
From the striking two-story foyer with clean modern
lines to the gleaming hardwood floors, stone fireplaces
and fresh designer paint colors, the dramatic features of
this home set the tone.
The main living areas are
artistically presented in an
open and versatile layout with
great wall space for your art
collection. The three-sided
sun room offers an indoor
retreat that allows nature in,
while the gourmet kitchen

features high end exotic granite counters, a center island
and an adjacent morning
room. Custom light fixtures,
handsome finish selection and
quality construction add to
the allure of this home.
Upstairs are four bedrooms, including the master
suite with a cathedral ceiling, spa-like bathroom, sitting room and a private rooftop deck. The third loft-level
suite is multi-purpose, while
outside you can commune

At a Glance:
Address: 6412 Wood Haven Road,
Alexandria, VA 22307

Price: $999,000
Style: Custom three-level transitional

with nature in the fenced
backyard.
This sumptuous retreat
is located just five minutes
from Old Town with easy access to Reagan National Airport and the Mount Vernon
Trail’s bicycle and jogging
paths. The possibilities for
a quality lifestyle in this approximately 3,600-squarefoot home are endless and
every inch is sure to impress
even the most discerning
purchaser.

There are plenty of transitional open spaces behind this classic facade.

Built: 1997
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3.5
Parking: 2-car garage
Contact: Janet Price, McEnearney Associates,
703-960-5858 or jprice@mcenearney.com

PHOTOs/McEnearney associates

A striking modern twist in a comfortable and spacious dining room.
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This 2-year-old is experiencing his first time
down a slide. Dad is
there, and he’s having fun, too. Let public
parks inspire your own
play space in the backyard, and make it a
place that’s inviting for
kids and adults.

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS

Stepping stones, tree
stumps, logs and anything kids can climb
on or hop over all help
them develop their confidence and poise.

play
FROM | 18

tures you’d like — a swingset, a treehouse, a sandbox, a
vegetable or herb garden, or
fragrant plants — and then
figure out where best to place
these features within the topography of your yard.
“It takes doing and thinking,” she says. Bear in mind
the different ways adults and
children will share the garden,
and try to make them work together. Don’t forget comfortable places to sit: The result
should be inviting, beautiful
and not self-conscious.
“When you design something that looks like it was
meant to be there, it flows,”
Tai says. “You might not be
able to tell it was designed,
other than it just feels good.”
A vegetable garden can
most definitely be part of the
play area. Raised-bed gardens are especially attractive to kids because they are
of an accessible scale. “It’s
a great way to engage kids
with nature and to introduce
them to plants and bugs,” Tai
says. She also recommends
providing shelter in a child’s
garden: You might want to
build a tepee with sturdy garden stakes and plant morning

glories or pole beans around
the base.
Don’t make the play area
an afterthought of garden
design, says Michael Laris,
director of product development and strategy for Playworld, which makes imaginative, kid-centric playground
equipment. “If your whole
backyard is beautiful and
the plastic sandbox is just
stuck in the corner, what
does that say about the hierarchy?” Laris says. “A child
has rights like we do to have
proper spaces. We should do
things beautifully and well
for them.”
Laris, an architect who
specializes in architecture
for children, has studied the
importance of play and how
it helps kids develop critical thinking and respond to
problems creatively. Playing
also encourages collaboration and helps build compassion, Laris says. Organized
sports are great, he says, but
they’re rule-based: The clock
is always running, and, unlike simply playing outdoors,
there are “fewer chances of
really defining yourself.”
Hopping through a garden
on stepping stones, splashing in a sprinkler or running

a race between the big oak
tree and the edge of the patio
develop the imagination and
the personality in ways organized sports do not.
Take your children to a
park or playground, Laris
suggests, to see the kinds
of play equipment they are
interested in. This will help
you make age-appropriate
choices for your kids in your
own backyard. A sandbox
is a good starting place for
small children. Swinging,
sliding and spinning all
help challenge and stimuAre you
listening to me?

late a child’s senses. Grownups forget, but “learning to
swing is a big thing,” Laris
says. For adults, the experience of teaching a child
to pump his or her legs and
swing higher and higher is
exhilarating.
If you can, bring the natural world of plants, birds and
bugs right up to the swingset or the backyard slide,
says Mary Legoria, a science teacher in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, who has studied
the relationship between kids
and plants. Legoria is one of
the presenters at the American Horticultural Society’s
National Children and Youth
Garden Symposium in Austin
this year.
Bird feeders, birdbaths
and unusual plants, such as
plants with fuzzy leaves or

Someone

on your
The T.V. is
too loud!

caSe?

big, bright flowers, will attract kids’ attention and
spark their interest in nature, she says. Kids love to
grow and eat strawberries,
to nibble on mint and parsley
and to discover the caterpillars and other insects in the
garden. “They’re really eager
to find out what is going on,”
she says.
Whatever play space you
create in your garden, let
your kids jump, shout, tumble
and roll all they want there
— or at a public playground.
Muddy knees and learning
that falling down is not the
end of the world are part of
the experience of play, Laris
says. When kids play outside,
they learn about their own
abilities, develop balance and
grace, and start to find their
place in the world.

Hearing HealtH
Self-CHeCk Do you...
¨ Repeatedly asking “WHAT?”
¨ Turn the TV volume too loud
for others?
¨ Have trouble following
conversations in a crowded place?
¨ Have difficulties understanding
loved ones?

Solve Your CaSe
You & a guest are invited to attend an educational Hearing event
à Find out if it truly is a loss
with a Free Audiometric
Hearing Screening

à Discover whether your problem is
just wax with a Free Otoscope Ear
Inspection

à Free Hearing aid consultation
This invitation is transferrable
to a friend or family member

Call Cosmetic Hearing Solutions today

571-312-7345
Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted

cosmetichearingsolutions.com

424 S. Washington St., Alexandria, VA
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WIN
“Marine Corps
The Alexandria
Times Marathon—
Photo Contest
An Epic Journey in Photographs”

WINNING PHOTO

A gorgeous,100+ page hard cover book that captures
the glory, struggles and inspiration of the
Marine Corps Marathon.
To enter, email promotions@alextimes.com with your
answer. One winner will be chosen at random from
the winning entries submitted before noon Tuesday.
A different photo and hint will be featured each week
between now and the end of summer, so keep your eyes
open as you meander around Alexandria!

Where Am I? #1

Congratulations to
Instagram user michellem_107,
for winning April’s Photo Contest!
May’s
Theme:
XXXX
This lovely verdant
space
is a dedicated
spot
To a woman(Send
who always
strove
to
do
a
lot
us a pic of XXXXXXXXXX)
For Alexandria’s most needy-- young and old,
Send us
your photo
to win
She was a tireless
advocate
with a heart
of gold.
XXXX
XXXX
With children of
her own,
she XXXXXXX
took kids in foster care
Showed
them kindness
and love with little funds to spare
Sponsored
By:
When drug activity and “toughs” threatened her ‘hood
She rallied the neighbors and united they stood.
She never gave in and encouraged people to cope
And fight for quiet and safety and never lose hope.
Congratulations to last week’s winner, Kilo Grayson, who
correctly indentified the clue as the telescope on Woodrow
Wilson Bridge walking path (overlooking the Potomac River).

sponsored by

Send your XXXX XXXXXX photos to:

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

Run Like a President!
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project entered the design phase
is pedestrian safety,” said City have adequate space to serve all
in the spring of 2010.
“The project was initially Councilor Tim Lovain, who is of those needs.”
Patricia Washington, presiconceived really for a couple of also a member of the city’s transVEHICLE
ROBBERIES
“Obvi- dent and SEXUAL
CEO of Visit Alexanreasons: safety and efficiency
at portation commission.
OFFENSE
that the renovation
the station first and THEFTS
foremost,” ously there’s the King Street dria, believes
said Sandra Marks, the city’s Trolley, but for a lot of people, will be of enormous benefit both
deputy director of transporta- they want to just walk from to visitors and residents, espetion. “Right now, there are some there to Upper King Street, to cially as it should allow easier
BURGLARIES
AGGRAVATED
conflicts between transit users the hotels and businesses around access — with or without cars
ASSAULTS
and pedestrians and bikes, and there. There’s a lot of stuff being — to the shops and restaurants
really the goal was to make it built right now, and we just want both in Old Town and in the surmore efficient and safe and sepa- to make it a safer experience rounding neighborhoods.
“The King Street-Old Town
rate out some of those conflicts for them and a more convenient
*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police
one.”
Metrorail
Station
is a cases.
major
that are there
today.
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information
on criminal
With the amount of new resi“In addition, over the next
Source: raidsonline.com
SEE metro | 21
number of years, we anticipate dential and commercial devel-

Police see record decline in holiday traffic deaths

POLICE BEAT
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your own pace with this flexible tour
format, led by junior docents. In late
June and July, explore the science
behind the historic ice well as part
of National Ice Cream Month. August
features activities about 18th century
travel, highlighting a letter written by
Thomas Jefferson outlining his route
from D.C. to Monticello as well as art
projects revolving around the theme.
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

June 27
CIVIL WAR KIDS DRILL DAY

Children aged 9 to 12 can learn more
about the daily life of the Civil War
soldier. The program will feature drill
instruction led by a Civil War reenactor, who will teach young recruits
the Manual of Arms and basic drill
techniques as well as a typical infantryman’s uniform and equipment. The
cost per child is $25, which includes
a Civil War kepi and snack. Registration is suggested as space is limited.
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Fort Ward Museum and
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

FOOD AND WINE FESTIVAL

The Alexandria Food and Wine
Festival is a community-based event
featuring tastes of local foods and
wine, as well as artisans, a children’s
corner and live entertainment.
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100
Madison St.
Information: 703-624-0245, www.
alexandriafoodandwine.com or info@
sandevents.com

metro
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gateway for visitors and for
many it is the first impression
of our city,” she said. “The new
plan will help orient visitors to
our shopping, dining and historic sites on King Street and allow
for a safer transition to the King
Street Trolley, pedestrian pathways, [Capital] Bikeshare, taxis
and more.”
The next phase of the project
is choosing a contractor, a process Marks hopes will begin this
fall. Officials anticipate work on
the new configuration can begin
at the start of spring construction season, and Marks believes
its impacts can be mitigated in
spite of the potential for disruption.
“Of course, one of the challenges of a project like this with
an active transit station is mak-
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FAMILY DIG DAY The event is
presented in three parts, beginning
with an introduction to the history
and archaeology of the Shuter’s Hill
site, followed by a site tour and finally
gathering around the screens to sift
through excavated soil collecting artifacts. Admission is $5 per person.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive
Information: 703-746-4399 or
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

June 28-September 6
NEW FAMILY ART LAB AT THE
APOTHECARY MUSEUM New

this summer, guests can explore the
Family Art Lab. The Lab features a
new activity every week that brings
together history, science, and art in
a way all ages will enjoy. Lab only
admission is $5 per family.
Time: Each Sunday, 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or www.
apothecarymuseum.org

June 30
LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER’S:
FOR EARLY-STAGE CAREGIVERS The third of a three-part series

Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.
Information: 800-272-3900

Turning Back Time

July 4
AN AMERICAN CELEBRATION
Includes a naturalization ceremony
for 100 new citizens, daytime
fireworks, military re-enactments, a
special wreath laying ceremony, free
birthday cake for all (while supplies
last), a visit from “General and Mrs.
Washington” and a performance by
the National Concert Band during its
“Red, White and Blue” concert.
Time: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000, info@
mountvernon.org or www.mountvernon.org

July 8
CANAL PLAZA CONCERT

Concert series with a performance
of rocking blues by the ensemble
Crimestoppers.
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Location: Canal Center Plaza Amphitheater, 44 Canal Center Plaza
Information: 703-746-5592

July 9

that provides practical answers to
the questions that arise in the early
stages of Alzheimer’s and is designed
to provide care partners with the
knowledge, tools and strategies
needed to cope with a diagnosis
of Alzheimer’s disease or a related
dementia. Cost is free.
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: The Hermitage of Northern

CITY CONCERT SERIES A city
sponsored concert at Market Square,
with a performance by the American
Accordionist Association.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King St.
Information: 703-746-5592

ing sure we don’t compromise
any of the service during the
construction, so of course it’ll
be phased to minimize impacts
to transit service,” she said.
“There will likely be some bus
stops that are relocated during
different phases of the project
and our goal is to minimize
that and really focus on getting
people there safely during all
phases of the construction.”
The city is hopeful that
this project can spark similar renovations at other local
Metro stations, in addition to
the planned construction of an
infill station at Potomac Yard.
The Braddock Road station
was selected for an overhaul by
WMATA last year, and Marks
is hopeful that a project there
as well as others can be pushed
forward.
“We would love to see im-

provements at all of our Metro
stations,” she said. “The city actually is working with WMATA
on a potential future joint development project at Braddock
Road Metro — that’s something in the very early planning
stages. There was a study done
at the Van Dorn Metro station
in the last year looking at some
efficiency and improvements to
circulation at that station, so we
hope that’ll be something.
“There was some funding
the council approved in this
budget, so we hope in the next
couple of years we’ll be seeing
some improvements out there.
We actually have a project at
the Eisenhower Avenue Metro
as well. We do have projects at
all four of our Metro stations,
and of course there’s the future
Potomac Yard Metro station, so
that’ll be number five.”

This week in 2008:

Alexandria adopts green manifesto –

“The city
adopted a new constitution last Saturday. It won’t necessarily defend freedom of speech, but like the country’s sacred
document, it will act as the visionary manifesto, except it will
be for the sake of the environment and its dwellers. In an official step toward environmental policy and legislation, the
Eco-City Charter’s adoption is part of the city’s initiative to
become an Eco-City, a place “where people can live healthier
and economically productive lives while reducing their impact on the environment,” according to the city’s website.”

GWU to double campus size in Alexandria –

“George Washington University (GW) officials declared that
the school will double the size of its presence in Alexandria in
time for the upcoming fall semester. The university recently
signed a long-term lease on a 24,000-square-foot building
at 1925 Ballenger Ave. a few blocks away from King Street
Metro Station.”

Couric picks up award for rising above sexism –

“Katie Couric returned to Old Town last week, basking in
the warmth of friends she made during her nine years living
here, from 1989 to 1998. Couric, 52, checked out some of her
old haunts in the city, including the Fish Market, where she
celebrated the birthday of an old friend. “It’s just so great to
be back here,” she told The Alexandria Times. “A lot of fond
memories were made here.” Today the $15-million-per-year
anchor of the CBS Evening News, Couric once lived in an old
restored tobacco warehouse on Swift Alley.”
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Our View
A toast to the neighborhood coffee pub queen
Today, many residents take Alexandria’s retail
corridors like Mount Vernon Avenue in Del Ray and
King Street in Old Town for granted. But they weren’t
always hubs of bustling business and activity.
Two decades ago, Del Ray was not the beloved
strip of restaurants and shops it is today, where residents may see a local professional athlete or the occasional president. It took the vision and leadership
of a few business owners to spark investment in the
corridor now known affectionately as The Avenue.
Nora Partlow was one such business pioneer. In
1996, the local real estate agent opened St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub at 2300 Mount Vernon Ave. with business
partner Scott Mitchell and the cafe quickly fostered
a local following and sparked more and more restaurants and boutiques to open in the neighborhood.
Partlow not only provided a quality product for
Del Ray denizens — she provided a space for residents to interact and congregate. For a long time, it
was one of the only places along The Avenue to host
community meetings, talks and lectures and even
small concerts.
And though some small business owners may
be wary of the advent of competition in the form of
other cafes and restaurants, Partlow saw the value of
investment and competition from other entrepreneurs
in creating a destination for both locals and visitors
to spend their time and money.
She fostered growth and development in Del Ray,
and she was integral in the growth of groups like the
Del Ray Business Association, First Night Alexandria and others. She helped organize local business
owners in the neighborhood the same way she encouraged residents to coalesce into a true community.
Partlow confirmed this month that, at the age of
66, she is selling her business, which remains a landmark in the neighborhood, to fellow Del Ray entrepreneurs Larry and Christine Ponzi.
We are confident that the unassuming coffee house
that has become the heart of Del Ray will be in good
hands with its new ownership. Larry Ponzi, who also
owns Market 2 Market Del Ray and Pizzaiolo, has
vowed to add to St. Elmo’s offerings — in his special
use permit application he announced plans to apply
for a license to sell beer and wine — while keeping
the spirit and focus of the cafe in place.
Like Partlow, Ponzi recognizes the promise and
the allure of The Avenue and Del Ray writ large. We
are confident that the well-established business owner will build upon Partlow’s already strong legacy.
But it is important to remember that little of what
residents love about the neighborhood would be possible without her vision, leadership and influence.
Del Ray and Alexandria as a whole are a better place
because of her efforts.
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Opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

How dense can Alexandria be?
To the editor:
If you have cable, you
have seen her — Kate Upton
in the Game of War commercial. She struts behind two
competing players in a plush
forested background encouraging them: “Plan quickly.
Build quickly or be destroyed
quickly.” When I first saw it,
I thought it was a Saturday
Night Live parody of Alexandria’s political environment.
Why would I think so? Let’s
look at the data.
The 2011 census lists 15
cities with a population between 136,401 and 145,638
people. Alexandria was listed
in that group with a population of 144,301 residents.
Alexandria stood out among
those cities as the city with
the densest population —
9,370 residents per square
mile. The average density for

the other cities in that group
is only 4,435 residents per
square mile. Alexandria’s
population density is 111 percent greater than the average
city in the group.
So why have our leaders
and city staff pressed for a
constant program of build,
build and build? They have
claimed that the objective is
to diversify the tax base and
ease the burden on homeowners. They fixate on plans to
build large mixed-use buildings near Metro stations. But
the business environment has
changed dramatically. Even
large federal contractors are
migrating to virtual teams
with employees telecommuting from home in low cost areas, rather than housing large
project teams in consolidated
office space. We already have
lots of vacant office space

and we will likely add to the
vacant inventory. We also
will end up with more compressed residents and more
unfunded
infrastructure
needs like schools and sewers along with increased traffic gridlock.
We claim the title of “Eco
City” but our leaders condone
the ongoing construction of
a citywide thermal mass of
bricks, concrete and asphalt
devoid of open green space.
It is as if they never heard
that irrational exuberance in
real estate played a major role
in the last economic downturn. Who benefits from all
this construction? The developers, the contractors, the
investors and the bankers all
do, but certainly not the citizens.
- Tom Walczykowski
Alexandria
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Write in Bill Euille for mayor
To the editor:
I have never met Mayor
Bill Euille, but for the last 20
years I have lived in the city
that he has served for more
than 40. I’ve lived in Landmark, Old Town and now in
Rosemont. I came to Alexandria young and single and
now I’m middle-aged, married and have children. From
these various perspectives,
I’ve seen Alexandria steadily
getting better over the years.
Our neighborhood school,
once a place to be avoided, is
now a selling point for realtors. Derelict rail yards and
military facilities at the old
Roundhouse site, Cameron
Station and Potomac Yard
have been transformed into
some of the city’s most desirable housing and retail.
I’ve witnessed a gas station
built on top of a cemetery
reclaimed as a tribute to hundreds of people who escaped
slavery and made Alexandria
their home.

While D.C. and Arlington have dithered over
street cars, Alexandria has
implemented a new bus
rapid transit system. More
than a decade ago, Alexandrians were promised
a “waterfront for all” and
an end to being a laughing
stock every time the Potomac flooded. That dream
is about to be realized.
Any fair-minded citizen
must give Euille some credit for these transformational achievements. During
his decades on the school
board, city council and in
the mayor’s office, Euille
has quietly but steadily
shepherded these and many
more projects from dream
to reality. Euille hasn’t led
with slogans and pandering;
he has succeeded by listening to the people and building consensus over months
and years. At times a vocal
minority has disagreed with
the mayor and the majority

of city council. But Euille
has persevered and the city
and the people of Alexandria are better for it.
Mayor Euille’s vision for Alexandria has
been affirmed repeatedly through elections,
the votes of his fellow
city councilors and, when
forced to, by court decisions. That is why I was
so distressed by last Tuesday’s election results.
While Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg ran a good
campaign, she openly encouraged Republicans to
vote in a Democratic primary. “Republicans for Allison” signs, my Republican
neighbors being quoted in
the press promising to vote
for Silberberg and election results that showed the
strongest Republican precincts going overwhelmingly for the vice mayor are
SEE Euille | 24

Save the tennis court at Powhatan Park
To the editor:
Tennis has been a huge
part of my family and upbringing since I was 10 years
old. Even when my wife and
I were looking into neighborhoods where we could buy a
house, having a tennis court
within walking distance was
a huge selling point for us.
When we moved to
a lovely neighborhood
in North Old Town, we
couldn’t be happier that
the local Powhatan Park
had a tennis court within a
short walking distance. The
court is used fairly regularly by residents, and I’ve
even seen a few families
teaching the game to their
children.
Unfortunately, we recently learned of the city’s
proposed plans to remove the
tennis court and install outdoor adult fitness equipment

in its place.
After doing some research
into the city’s plans, we were
even more troubled to learn
that during a survey last fall,
89 percent of respondents indicated they wanted the court
preserved or repaired. Despite the survey results, the
removal of the court is still a
part of the future planning for
Powhatan Park.
Fortunately, there is still
time to save the court located at Powhatan Park as
the city is accepting new
feedback on their plans until the end of June. If you
want to help us save this
tennis court, please visit
www.saveourtenniscourt.
com and take one or more
of the following actions:
• Sign our petition.
• Complete the city’s survey and indicate you
“don’t like” the removal

of the tennis court at
Powhatan Park.
• Contact our local officials
and voice your concerns
over the court’s removal.
• Send an email to alexandrialovestennis@gmail.
com. to find out how you
can get involved.
It may not be the nicest
court or in the best condition, but it’s our court, and
many residents, including
myself and my family, regularly utilize it. Why tear up
a benefit that already exists
and is being utilized by local residents? We are hopeful the city will listen, and
that the next version of the
Powhatan Park plan will
include keeping the tennis
court so that residents can
continue to enjoy it for years
to come.
- Jared Engeset
Alexandria

Senior Corner
with William Harris

The growing need for
assisted living facilities

Most people dream of enjoy- and the amount of care required.
ing a happy and healthy old age.
For individuals whose incomes
Old age brings joys and ben- are low, the city’s division of agefits, but occasionally health ing and adult services can lend a
difficulties interfere. If you live hand with finding a placement at
long enough you inevitably will Birmingham Green in Manassas,
become frail and often unable which offers assisted living.
to perform basic tasks, such as
Alexandria’s population is
dressing, eating, going
aging dramatically, and
to the toilet and baththeir long-term care
ing. When that hapneeds are increasing. Acpens, long-term care
cording to the Adminisservices are needed.
tration on Aging, 70 perFamilies
once
cent of people over 65 can
cared for their frail
expect to use some form
elderly parents in their
of long-term care while
homes. But beginning
69 percent of people over
William Harris
about 60 years ago
the age of 90 have a dis— following World War II — ability. In addition to increasing
families became more and more physical disabilities are increasscattered and were less able to ing instances of dementia, which
provide home care.
frequently requires memory care.
In the late 19th and early 20th According to the Alzheimer’s
centuries, long-term care facili- Association, one in 10 Amerities were basically dormitories, cans over 65 — and nearly one
but by the latter part of the last in two Americans over 85 —
century they were becoming suffer from Alzheimer’s. People
modern facilities with better care with dementia may not need asand more services.
sistance with the usual activities
Living at home and being of daily life, but can be confused
cared for by a family member about time and place, which reor hired caregiver often is the quires special living arrangepreferred option. As care needs ments and care.
become more significant, this
People who have spent their
arrangement can be a burden — lives in Alexandria generally
and expensive if a caregiver is want to keep living here in their
needed 24/7. And life can become old age. That is increasingly diflonely when leaving the home for ficult because the number of asrecreation and socialization is no sisted living facilities are limited
longer possible.
and no new facilities have been
The cost of long-term care is built in the past 14 years. The
always an important consider- occupancy of existing assisted
ation. If you or a loved one needs living and memory care units
help with bathing and some runs between 94 and 98 percent,
housekeeping, it may be cheaper so very few beds are available.
to hire a home care aide by the As the baby-boomer population
hour. As the amount of care in- ages, the need for additional facreases, moving into an assisted cilities will become acute.
living facility may become more
The writer is the former chair of
practical and even economical.
the Alexandria Commission on
The cost runs from $4,000
Aging and chair of the commisto $10,000 a month depending
sion’s housing committee.
on the living accommodations
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Reflections on Alexandria’s waterfront Potomac Yard is not the
answer to Alexandria’s woes
— from along Zurich’s shoreline
To the editor:
Growing up in Alexandria, I’ve always thought of
my hometown as a waterfront
city: I rowed crew on the Potomac throughout high school,
kayaked and sailed frequently
in the area on weekends, biked
and ran along the Mount Vernon trail and spent a large
chunk of my teenage years just
hanging out along Union Street
and at the Torpedo Factory. I
presumed that this was a shared
conception of the city among
Alexandrians, and a largely
positive or even idyllic one, and
thus when I first started to key
into the discussion surrounding
the waterfront improvement in
Old Town, I initially thought,
“What’s there to improve?”
I knew flooding was an
unresolved issue and that although some parts of the waterfront were nicer to visit than
others, was there really that
much more that could be done?
This summer, I’ve had
the incredible opportunity to
travel through Europe, spending a large chunk of it with an
urban planning class looking
at models of sustainable urbanism in Berlin, Freiburg, Basel,
Zurich and the Ticino region
of Switzerland and how they
differ from U.S. cities. All of
these cities have rivers or lakes,
of course, at varying levels of
ecological health and centrality
within city life.
Zurich, however, was by
far the most surprising for me:
It absolutely blew the top off of
my conception of the potential
relationship a large, dense city
can have with its local water.
Here, people young and old don

bathing suits during their lunch
break or after work and swim in
the crystal-clear waters of Lake
Zurich or the city’s two major
rivers, the Limmat and the Sihl.
Off one bridge downtown,
with buses and trams roaring behind, we found droves of young
people diving and flipping into
the river; we followed suit and
floated in the cold and fastmoving water towards an urban
beach bar, packed with Zurichers swimming and sunning on
a Tuesday afternoon. Elsewhere
the water is packed with sailboats, kayaks and SUPs, and
practically everywhere you
look in the old town area there
is outdoor dining overlooking
the water. Water taxis and ferries zoomed from dock to dock,
seamlessly integrated with the
extensive public tram and bus
network. In the lush lakeside
parks and the pathways surrounding the Schanzengraben,
an old medieval moat, we found
isolated oases of tranquility and
greenery in the middle of Switzerland’s largest city.
Now I understood why improvements were needed along
the Alexandria waterfront —
in Zurich, water wasn’t just the
backdrop for a historic town.
The lake and rivers formed
the vibrant and working artery
of the city on which its major
commerce, public transportation, parks and public recreation all centered.
The Potomac River sadly is
still far from being as healthy
and swimmable as Zurich’s water, but what we can achieve in
the short-term is a re-centering
of our city towards this resource,
which was so foundational in

Euille

Euille. This is curiously a
similar number of voters
who failed to cast a vote for
delegate on the same ballot.
Could it be that a slate of
candidates that victor Mark
Levine called “good progressives” was too unappealing
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all signs that the voter pool
was not representative of Alexandria Democrats.
In the end, only 312 votes
separated Silberberg from

our history but recently has fallen to the status of occasionallyappreciated scenery. For us to
strive to be a true waterfront city
once again, in the same way Zurich is, we’ll have to re-discover
the Potomac’s value to us.
This could come by increasing water taxi usage to National
Harbor and D.C., creating sites
for kayaking, paddle boarding
and other recreation, and making our waterfront parks and
trails even more easily accessible getaways for Alexandrians. Moreover, the proposed
pedestrian-only portions of the
Old Town plan are, in my view,
a great idea — I go to school
in Charlottesville where one of
the nation’s few truly successful
pedestrian-only malls exists —
but equally important will be
increasing the ease with which
Alexandrians can reach the waterfront without cars, either by
expanding the King Street Trolley and bus network, or improving road-sharing for bikes.
Comparing Alexandria to
Zurich is, of course, in many
ways apples to oranges, as we
compare cities across an ocean
that differ in everything from
language and demographics to
history and context within their
respective regions. But I do
think the quality of life in Zurich
related to its successful waterfronts is something all Alexandrians could be supportive of.
Zurich certainly sets a
high bar, but being there filled
me less with envy than with
a feeling of connectivity: I
thought, “I, too, come from a
waterfront city.”
- Chris Porter
Alexandria
to conservative Silberberg
voters?
I can accept my candidate
not winning. I have learned
this lesson repeatedly from
Michael Dukakis, Al Gore,
Howard Dean, John Kerry
and others. But I cannot ac-

To the editor:
Because our top city officials
favor building a new Metro station at Potomac Yard, claiming
it will attract needed businesses
and their tax revenues, although
there is much long vacant commercial space at nearby stations
— Eisenhower Avenue, Crystal
City, Rosslyn and a glut of empty
office space even near D.C. stations — I suspect the mayor and
city council are relying on city
staff desperate to provide solutions to our revenue problems.
The quest for additional
revenues in both the residential and commercial sectors
may have led the planning
commission to strain to justify
a property subdivision in Clover; residents of a new house
will pay additional taxes. In
the past, Metro stations have
attracted new businesses, but
we are in a different era: The
Internet Age. Also, the economic downturn has encouraged saving over spending to
the detriment of business revenues and taxes. Past solutions
for generating new tax monies
will not work today, and even
professionals are understandably flummoxed about how to
do so in this new environment.
Easy and widespread access
to the internet has permanently
changed our shopping and commuting practices; we no longer
need to visit stores, even those
near Metro, and telecommute
as much as possible, choosing
good environmental practices.
Therefore, businesses no longer
have a strong incentive to locate
near Metro. Presumably, our city
staff has already been making its
strongest case to businesses to

locate or remain here. In nearby
Arlington, staffers have tried for
more than a decade to fill commercial space in Crystal City,
still an area in progress. Rosslyn
has had much empty commercial
space for years, including even
the Gannett Building, which
could not find paying tenants in
its prime space.
Our city has many essential
and expensive needs. Funding
improvements to our sewers,
streets and schools and ensuring public safety must take
priority over building a new
Metro station in an area already
served by new bus rapid transit. We have a large debt; let’s
not adopt an expensive, nonessential and mistaken “solution”
that will mar the beauty of the
George Washington Memorial Parkway and interfere with
the flourishing Potomac Yard
Shopping Center in a vain hope
that a strategy that worked
years ago will succeed.
If it becomes obvious that we
need a Metro station at Potomac
Yard, we can build it later. We
can’t unbuild a station and eliminate the burden of its debt. Yes,
interest rates might be higher in
the future, but the cost of having
that much capital — and nobody
really knows how much, despite
the estimates — tied up in another Metro station must also be
considered — and its payoff is
uncertain.
Our economy has changed,
and generating new tax revenues in the commercial sector
is problematic. Let’s spend our
limited funds on only the highest priorities.
- Ellen Tabb
Alexandria

cept interference in a political party’s primary, especially when 300 votes, out of
Alexandria’s 86,000 registered voters, determine our
next mayor.
This is why I will be writing in Bill Euille on the ballot

in November. My hope is that
a more representative group of
voters turns out in November
and we can keep Alexandria
on the path of progress. Join
me.
- Glenn Klaus
Alexandria
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A multipurpose City Hall for an evolving city

A

dolf Cluss’ architectural plan for Alexandria’s 1871 City Hall
replacement spread out the
functions of city government in
a U-shaped building that had a
front on three distinct blocks:
Cameron, North Fairfax and
North Royal streets. The new
building incorporated space
for non-government
functions as well, providing rental income
to the city and reducing construction costs,
while insuring future
space for city departments to meet anticipated growth. Each
building façade was
associated with primary functions, providing direct access
to residents to address
their specific needs.
The northern façade along
Cameron Street faced what
was then Alexandria’s prime
thoroughfare, and on the second floor, moving from east to
west, was the courthouse, Masonic Temple, school board offices and rental and clerical offices. The lower floor included
a lobby and access to market
stalls on an interior courtyard
adjacent to the marketplace.
On Fairfax Street, the site of
the earliest town hall, the first
floor was dedicated for use by
the police and fire services. To
the south, the Sun Fire Company was located within this wing
of the building, and included a
two-story engine house to store
equipment. The police department was in the center of the
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lobby and staircase constructed
of fine walnut and yellow pine.
The courtroom, seen in this
view taken just after the room
was gutted and subdivided into
offices in a 1960s renovation,
was perhaps the most impressive room in the building, 58 feet
in length and over 22 feet high,
with walnut and yellow pine rails
and paneling and lit by a massive
gas chandelier whose medallion
was secured to the circular framing in the tray ceiling.
Adjacent to the courtroom
were an office for the court
clerk and a fireproof storage
room for records built of 18inch brick walls with an iron
floor and ceiling. Also nearby
were chambers for the judges
and a private stairwell to the
exterior for their use.

The second floor west wing
along Royal Street, site of the
1817 town hall destroyed by
fire, included meeting rooms
for the common council, aldermen’s chambers, board of
health, city auditor, tax collector and gas works. The council
room was carpeted and contained desks and chairs of walnut made at the nearby
Green Bros. furniture
factory on Prince
Street.
On the interior
courtyard side of the
wing, market vendor
stalls for butchers and
meat packing trades
extended across the
back of the structure,
and those for produce vendors continued along the Cameron Street section of the building. But these were no ordinary
stalls, as the city’s leading purveyors furnished them with
marble-topped tables, gilt ornamentation and detailed wooden
carvings that represented their
products. Within a year of fire,
the new seat of government was
a showcase of architectural design and multi-functional use,
ready to provide decades of
service to the city. High above
Royal Street, on the face of
Benjamin Latrobe’s restored
clock tower, a marble panel was
placed inscribed with the words
“Destroyed by fire May 19, 1871
— rebuilt 1872.”
Out of the Attic is provided
by the Office of Historic
Alexandria.

Alexandria since 1968
writes:

The Democratic establishment, obviously so cozy with
developers (witness the massive donations to Euille from
the development community)
has ignored its residents and got
shocked Tuesday night. It was
kind of like watching Karl Rove
in 2012, who couldn’t believe
that Obama won again. Euille,
the city Democratic Party (coopted and owned by the Chamber of Commerce), and council
were living in a bubble just like
Karl. Allison is not part of their
group think.
I am a lifelong Democrat,
and voted for Silberberg. Community opposition meant nothing to this council. I agree with
Sally Harper: Silberberg is the
only member of council who
has said “No” to anything. Go
Allison

NW Alexandrian writes:

How will [Silberberg] reconcile with the 62 percent of
the electorate that voted against
you? Do you acknowledge we
disagree with you?

WHO CARES?
WE DO.

Email comments,
rants & raves to
letters@alextimes.com

Weekly Poll

The Ariail family
William Dunbar
HOW TO REACH US

wing, with a muster room,
washroom and jail cells located
on the first floor. On the second
floor were sleeping quarters for
policemen and lodgers, and offices for the Police Captain and
the mayor.
Further north along Fairfax
Street was the entryway to the
courthouse, accessed by a small

In response to “Silberberg
unseats Euille in dramatic
primary election,” June 11:

Last Week
Are you satisfied with the results of the local
Democratic primary?

71% No
29% Yes.

289 votes

This Week
Will you miss Nora Partlow at the helm of St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub after she retires?
A. Yes.
B. No.

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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OUT FOR A JOG By Jill Pepper
across
1 Verb with “thou”
6 Folk singer Seeger
10 500 sheets
14 Equestrian
19 A Muse
20 British toilets
21 Mrs. Peel of “The Avengers”
22 Anoint with sacred oil, old-style
23 Picked up groceries, etc.
25 Warranties, essentially
27 Cheap avenue in Monopoly
28 Computer info
30 Lake of the Four Forest Cantons
31 Indian state
33 “Big Three” conference site of
1945
36 Reason for an evacuation
37 ___ and downs (fluctuations)
40 Clapton who sang “Layla”
42 Bottom of the barrel
43 “___ the ramparts ...”
44 Average citizens
48 Big-eared equine
50 Spanish coins of yore
54 Go down with the ship
55 Benjamin of history
57 Digger of “The Life of Riley”
58 Comparatively polished
61 Baptism, for one
62 H.S. dropouts’ achievements
64 Start for “Paulo” or “Vicente”
65 Be fond of
67 “Li’l” one in the comics
69 ___ fide
70 Restaurant serving
73 A long time
74 Saarinen, the son
75 “Once ___ a time ...”
76 Andean civilization
77 Puts away, as money

79
81
82
83
85
89

Like grass on the other side?
Masseur’s workplace, often
Network of veins or nerves
Elliptical
Perish
Mea ___

91 Quadrilaterals with no parallel
sides
94 More healthy
95 One may be taken to the cleaners
96 Balloon filler
97 One-floor abodes, often
100 Dell products
102 Caribbean and others
104 Open carriage
105 Dinner crumb
106 Greet silently
109 Male seal’s bevy
111 Contents of Pandora’s box
114 Words after “gentle”
116 Go south, as a stock market
118 Passes, as a law
121 Used a treadmill
124 Hit the shore, as a ship
127 Forecast, of a sort
128 Space explorer Shepard
129 All excited
130 Persian Gulf emirate
131 Accommodating answers
132 What father knows?
133 Big name in kiddie construction
134 Oater transport
DOWN
1 Not him or them
2 Bedouin or Omani
3 “Two Years Before the Mast” author
4 Grave marker
5 Law school class
6 Picketer’s sign
7 Long, long time

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
24
26
29
32
34
35
37
38

Broadway’s “Sweeney ___”
English exam finale, often
Wine and dine
Big bird
Drs.’ group
Loose, crumbly deposit
Some dudes on horses
Placed in a grave
John of tractors
Makarova of tennis
Change, as a clock
Out of bed
Common vehicle
Natural ability
Annoy
Blue hue
Heir, for example
Pakistani language
Henry VIII’s last wife

39 Nose-in-the-air type
41 Bearing tendrils
45 Money, in Zambia
46 “___ and the King of Siam”
47 Animal house
49 Gave a villainous look
51 Famed fabulist
52 Grassy plain
53 “McSorley’s Bar” painter
56 Mauna ___, Hawaii’s highest peak
59 Clear, as 70-Down
60 Yachting event
63 Go on and on
66 With a 102-degree temperature
68 Songwriter Irving and philosopher
		 Isaiah
69 News office
70 Platters
71 Enter, as into a computer
72 La ___ opera house
78 One way to get the gravy
79 Middle East strip
80 Bounce back, as sound
82 Afterthoughts at the roundup?
84 Poet, essentially
86 “There’s more ...”
87 Nostradamus, reputedly
88 At one time, at one time
90 Alaska oil conduit
92 Length X width, for a rectangle
93 Advil target
98 Try
99 In a hurry
101 Birdbrain
103 Impassioned
106 Like a witch’s face, in tales
107 “___ we all” (“We share that
			 trait”)
108 Windmill parts
110 Fable finale
112 Adds fat for cooking
113 Troop’s information gatherer
115 Give away
117 Part of a book
119 Big horn
120 Hosiery woe
122 Bass or bitter
123 “___ in cat” (elementary lesson)
125 Holiday drink
126 It may be cast

Last Week’s Solution:

Obituaries
JAMES T. ANDERSON (81),
of Alexandria, June 10, 2015
KENNETH C. ATCHISON (83),
of Alexandria, June 13, 2015
DENNIS BAKOS (71),
of Alexandria, June 8, 2015
ARNOLD FIELDMAN,
of Alexandria, June 11, 2015
JOSEPH P. GILL,
of Alexandria, June 8, 2015
MARGARET HUGHES,
of Alexandria, June 14, 2015
BRADFORD R. HUTHER (71),
of Alexandria, June 9, 2015
SIDNEY R. JEFFERS (95),
of Alexandria, June 7, 2015
LUVENIA J. KNOX,
of Alexandria, June 8, 2015
MARY P. MARSHALL (97),
formerly of Alexandria, June 2, 2015
DALE E. MCNIEL (66),
of Alexandria, June 8, 2015
JOHN O. ROACH (77),
of Alexandria, June 4, 2015
JAMES S. RUDE (73),
of Alexandria, June 11, 2015
LEE T. YOUNG,
of Alexandria, June 8, 2015
REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Corner Unit Commercial Condo
Alexandria, VA
801 N. Pitt St #117
2,267 sf divided among 8 offices.
Floor to ceiling windows, 2 blks
from the water.
Located in mixed-use bldg
Edge of Old Town in Port Royal.
Nominal Opening Bid: $50,000
Open: 11am- 2pm Fri June 12, 19
and 2 hrs before auction.
Auctions: 5pm, Wed Jun 24
Bid live from anywhere at:
auctionnetwork.com
800.982.0425
williamsauction.com
Bradford P White RE LIC
0225200549
Tony Langdon AUC LIC
2907003836
5% Buyer’s Premium

MISSING
I, Imad Suleiman Alrawashdeh, Jordanian
national, hereby announce that my Passport
No. K667601 issued on March 14, 2010 has
been lost. Whoever finds it, please call at
571-699-9900.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

For information about this application or
to comment, visit the City’s website at
www.alexandriava.gov/planning or call
(703) 746-4666.
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Special Use Permit #2015-0068
5245 Duke St
Proposed business: Yammi Market & Cafe
New Administrative Special Use Permit
request to operate a restaurant; zoned OCM/
Office Commercial Medium
APPLICANT: Yamrot Ayalew
PLANNER:
Ann Horowitz
– ann.horowitz@
LEGAL
NOTICE
alexandriava.gov

Classifieds

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
DEPARTMENT
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE
REVIEW
The following request has been received for
administrative review and approval.
For information about this application or
to comment, visit the City’s website at
www.alexandriava.gov/planning or call
(703) 746-4666.
Special Use Permit #2015-0068
5245 Duke St
Proposed business: Yammi Market & Cafe
New Administrative Special Use Permit
request to operate a restaurant; zoned OCM/
Office Commercial Medium
APPLICANT: Yamrot Ayalew
PLANNER: Ann Horowitz – ann.horowitz@
alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 of the
zoning ordinance, the above listed request
may be approved administratively by the
Director of Planning and Zoning. If you
have any comments regarding the proposal
above, please contact Planning and Zoning
staff at 703.746.4666 or email the planner
listed no later than July 9th, 2015.

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS June 14, 2015

Virginia on the following applications:
CASE BAR2015-0170
Request for alterations at 817 S Royal St.
APPLICANT: Bradford Seifert

A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria Board of Architectural Review on
WEDNESDAY, July 1, 2015 beginning at
7:30 PM in Council Chambers, second floor
of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria,

In accordance with section 11-500 of the
zoning ordinance, the above listed request
may be approved administratively by the
Director of Planning and Zoning. If you
have any comments regarding the proposal
above, please contact Planning and Zoning
staff at 703.746.4666 or email the planner
listed no later than July 9th, 2015.

Business Directory

CASE BAR2015-0180
Request for alterations (historic warehouse)
at 2 Duke St.
APPLICANT: RTS Associates, LLC
CASE BAR2015-0189
Request for new construction (building 1) at
2 Duke St.
APPLICANT: RTS Associates, LLC

ATTN: Computer Work. Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500 Part Time
to $7,500/mo. Full Time. Training provided. www.WorkServices23.com

CASE BAR2015-0184
Request for signage at 210 N Lee St.
APPLICANT: Bridals by Natalie

CASE BAR2015-0190
Request for new construction (building 2) at
2 Duke St.
APPLICANT: RTS Associates, LLC
CASE BAR2015-0049
A work session to discuss the proposed
development project at 3640 Wheeler Ave.

Residential & Commercial

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net
Whole-house
Generators
Panel Replacement
Lighting

Abraham’s
Carpet & Rug Cleaning

• Commercial & Residential • Wall-to-Wall carpet cleaning
• Furniture & upholstery cleaning Eddy Abraham, Jr.
• Carpet repairs and installation (571) 379-3222
eddyjunior16@cox.net
• Auto Interior Cleaning
««Over 40 Years of Experience • Free Estimates««
24 HOUR EmERgEncy FlOOd SERvicE

AUCTIONS

AUCTION- Southampton County/City Of Emporia. Tax Seized Aviation Equipment. Online June 22-28. Sedley, VA. www.graycoservices.com. 804-9433506 Gray Auctions Co. VA#1104 for Virginia Auction Co. VA#662.
FORECLOSURE SALE Old Virginia Brick Company. Madison Heights, Salem, Roanoke Co. & Elliston, VA. (2) Manufacturing Facilities &(2) Land
Tracts TUESDAY, 6/23: See Website for Locations/Times. Machinery,
Equipment, Inventory. Online Only Auctions: BID 6/17–6/26. www.motleys.
com • 1-877-MOTLEYS VA16 EHO
ATTENTION AUCTIONEERS: Advertise your upcoming auctions in Virginia
Newspapers for one low cost of $300. Your 25 word classified ad reaches
OVER ONE MILLION Virginians! Call this paper or Adriane Long at 804-5217585 (Virginia Press Services.

CASE BAR2015-0171
Request to partially demolish and capsulate
at 217 N Pitt St.
APPLICANT: Christine Jobes
CASE BAR2015-0179
Request for alterations at 902 Green St.
APPLICANT: John Pinto

Alexandria Board of
Architectural Review
Old & Historic
Alexandria District
LEGAL NOTICE OF A
PUBLIC HEARING

This is our 2374th series of ads to be published in the Virginia Statewide
Classified. You may classify them with your regular ads or run them under
an AD NETWORK LOGO. The originating newspaper gives the advertiser a
tearsheet if requested. Please remind your bookkeeping department however, about the program and these ads are not to be billed to anyone. All
ads are screened by the newspaper selling them and then screened by VPS.

Information about the above item(s) may be
obtained from the Department of Planning
and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street,
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314,
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

Tina McPeak and unknown Father
Let it be known that Michelle and
Larry Jackson are seeking to change
the status of custody for MacKenzie
Lou McPeak. We will be pursuing
adoption of the said minor child. If
Ms. McPeak or the unnamed father
has any objections, they are asked to
contact the Jacksons no later than July
10, 2015. If there is no contact it will
be deemed that the above named parties are in agreement to the adoption
of the minor child by the Jacksons.
AT&T Mobility Services, LLC (AT&T)
proposes to upgrade an existing telecommunications facility located at 3737 Seminary
Rd in Alexandria, Fairfax County, VA
(Project 31014).
In accordance with the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the 2005 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement, AT&T is
hereby notifying the public of the proposed
undertaking and soliciting comments on
Historic Properties which may be affected by
the proposed undertaking. If you would like
to provide specific information regarding potential effects that the proposed undertaking
might have to properties that are listed on or
eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places and located within 1/2 mile
of the site, please submit the comments (with
project number) to: RAMAKER, Contractor
for AT&T, 1120 Dallas St, Sauk City, WI
53583 or via e-mail to history@ramaker.com
within 30 days of this notice.

HELP WANTED
Part-Time Retail Merchandiser needed to merchandise Hallmark products at various retail stores in the Alexandria area. To apply, please visit:
http://hallmark.candidatecare.com
EOEWomen/Minorities/Disabled/Veterans

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
HELP WANTED / SALES

EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Needed * Leads, No Cold Calls *
Commissions Paid Daily * Lifetime Renewals * Complete Training * Health
& Dental Insurance * Life License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020.

HELP WANTED / TRUCK DRIVERS
Local/ OTR Drivers-No Experience Required! $40,000-$50,000 1st
Year! Train 4 weeks or 10 weekends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! Richmond/
Fredericksburg 800-243-1600 or Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500.
NEED CDL DRIVERS??? ADVERTISE YOUR TRUCK DRIVER JOBS in
Virginia Newspapers for one low cost of $300. Your 25 word classified ad
reaches OVER ONE MILLION Virginians! Call this paper or Adriane Long at
804-521-7585 (Virginia Press Services.)

MISCELLANEOUS

AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others – start here
with hands on training for FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-245-9553.

SERVICES

DIVORCE – Uncontested, $350 + $88 court cost. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. All telephone inquiries welcome
- no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.

ABC NOTICE
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As a buyer and a seller, the market is hot!
Call us to take advantage of the
current low interest rates!

209 Macarthur Road
4BR/2.5BA - $712,000

3200 Cameron Mills Road
3BR/2.5BA - $874,000

1725 Stonebridge Road
4BR/3.5BA - $990,000

OPEN SUN 6/12, 2-4

OPEN SUN 6/12, 2-4

FOR SALE

8355 Justin Road
4BR/3.5BA - $824,000

1210 W Braddock Road
3BR/1.5BA - $649,000

3002 Cameron Mills Road
4BR/5.5BA - $1,100,000

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

We’ll get you home!

Stay Connected...

Elizabeth Lucchesi
The LizLuke Team

703.868.5676

Elizabeth@lizluke.com
www.lizluke.com

109 S. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
703.549.9292

