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Silberberg: I won’t debate 
a write-in 
BY erich wagner 

 In American electoral poli-
tics, few things can portray the 
acrimony between two candi-
dates quite like a debate. But 
the debate over whether to have 
them in the first place certainly 
comes close.
 Mayor Bill Euille was ousted 
from appearing on the ballot for 
the Democrats in the 
city’s November 3 gen-
eral election after losing 
to Vice Mayor Allison 
Silberberg in the party’s 
primary by 312 votes 
in June. Last month, he 
announced he would 
pursue a write-in cam-
paign to retain his seat.
 Last week, officials 
with his campaign said 
they planned to push 
for a debate between 
the four-term mayor 
and his potential suc-
cessor, to the chagrin 
of Silberberg and the Alexan-
dria Democratic Committee.
 “At some point, we do an-
ticipate challenging Ms. Sil-
berberg to a debate,” said Eric 
Williams, chairman of Euille’s 
campaign. “She is working to 
get the job, while Mr. Euille is 
working to get the job done.”
 But Silberberg was firm in 
her opposition, arguing that she 
cannot be expected to debate 
someone who is not officially 
on the ballot.
 “I will not debate a write-
in candidate, period,” she said. 
“And the Alexandria Demo-

cratic Committee agrees with 
me. There are 148,000, almost 
150,000 residents in the city of 
Alexandria, and there’s a pri-
mary system for a reason.
 “Anyone can step up and 
say they’re a write-in, I’m a 
write-in, you’re a write-in or 
whatever. And that’s just not a 
good use of time — no candi-
date would do that.”
 Euille’s announcement pro-

voked a minor rift within the 
city’s Democratic establish-
ment, with longtime members 
temporarily leaving the party to 
support the mayor’s campaign, 
including former mayor and pri-
mary opponent Kerry Donley, 
former City Councilor Lonnie 
Rich and, most recently, former 
candidate for delegate Julie Ja-
kopic. But local party chairman 
Clarence Tong said his organi-
zation stands behind Silberberg.
 “We support our vice may-
or’s position,” he said. “She’s 
our nominee, and she has made 
her position very clear that she 

doesn’t plan to engage in de-
bates. From the ADC’s stand-
point, we have hosted several 
mayoral debates during the pri-
mary season, which is what we 
see our role as being.
 “In terms of council debates, 
we already negotiated those 
with the Republican and In-
dependent candidates a month 
in advance, so we’re focused 
on our game plan to elect the 

Democratic ticket 
on November 3.”
    But Williams said 
it is overly simplis-
tic to dismiss the 
idea of debates, 
arguing Euille is 
not your everyday 
write-in candidate.
   “We have a cur-
rent, sitting mayor 
[asking for debates], 
and the mayor 
is running a full-
fledged campaign,” 
Williams said. “We 
haven’t determined 

when and where to challenge 
Ms. Silberberg to a debate, but 
we will do so.”
 But for all of the posturing, 
veteran political analyst Geoff 
Skelley of the University of 
Virginia Center for Politics 
said any effort to participate 
in a debate is secondary for a 
write-in candidate.
 “I couldn’t tell you if it’ll 
be that vital or not,” he said. “If 
Euille wants a debate and his 
opponent doesn’t, that at least 
suggests that Euille feels it’s an 

Chamber, city officials 
debate charter provision 
governing meter money 
BY chris Teale 
 At 1,548 pages long, Alexan-
dria’s City Charter is a vast tome 
of a document that outlines how 
the city should be governed. The 
Alexandria Chamber of Com-
merce asserts the city is not in 
compliance with a section of the 
document that regulates the use 
of money from parking meters.
 The passage in question is in 
Section 2.03 — labeled “Powers 
relating to public works, utilities 
and properties.” In subsection x, 
it reads: “With the use of park-
ing meters, to assess charges for 
the privilege of parking on des-
ignated public streets and to use 
the revenues derived therefrom 
for any public purpose incident to 
the acquisition, maintenance or 
provision of places for the park-
ing and storage of vehicles by the 
public at any location in the city.”

 The chamber alleges the city 
is in violation of that provision, 
which dates back to the 1970s, 
as it does not specifically spend 
money earned from parking me-
ters and parking lots on parking 
improvements, instead funnel-
ling it into the general fund. A 
remedy to this inconsistency is 
suggested in the chamber’s 2016 
legislative agenda.
 “The city has been very help-
ful in addressing some of the on-
going challenges with parking,” 
said Dak Hardwick, chairman of 
the chamber’s government rela-
tions committee. “We have been 
very appreciative of their efforts 
to date. This is just another ex-
ample of trying to make it easier 
for business owners and for resi-
dents to park in the highest used 
areas of the city. 
 “We certainly look forward to 
working with the city to be able 

Parallel arguments  
on parking revenue

SEE Parking | 5

SEE PlaYground | 7

Euille plans debate challenge

TEAM UP &

Win
Get up to $170* 
when you bank with CommonWealth One!
Learn more! Visit TeamUpandWin.org Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Opportunity Lender.

*Account qualfications apply.

FILE PHOTO
The city and the chamber of commerce disagree over whether the city 
charter prohibits sending parking meter revenues into the general fund.

FILE PHOTOS
Mayor Bill Euille’s campaign said it will challenge Vice 
Mayor and Democratic mayoral nominee Allison Silber-
berg to a debate. But she refused to entertain the idea.
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The time to sell is now. Let me put my 27 years of experience to work for you!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Beautifully  
updated home 
just 1 block from 
the river and  
Lee St. Park in 
the desirable 
southeast quad-
rant of town! 
 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
3 fireplaces, over 2400 
sq. ft. of living space. 
Quality finishes with 
attention to detail. 
Dental moldings,  
wainscoting & hard-
wood floors. Renovated 
gourmet kitchen and 
baths. Lovely fenced 
garden with patio.

Old TOwn
$1,190,000 $1,599,000

Chapel hill

Price, Location and Convenience, this charming 
 semi-detached townhouse has it all! 

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, fireplace, 1,342 sq. ft. on 2 levels, garage 
parking (1 space). Updated kitchen with granite & SS appliances. 

Master suite with private bath, wood floors on both levels,  
abundant closet space, attic with PDS and fenced patio.

Old TOwn/waTergaTe
$599,000

Renovated with open floor plan and gorgeous new 
kitchen just blocks from the river, shops & restaurants. 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,137 sq. ft. on 2 levels, garage parking (1 space). 
Living room with fireplace,  built-ins and French doors to patio. 

Gourmet kitchen, Master suite with updated bath,  
wood floors on main level. 

Coming Soon
Old TOwn/waTergaTe 

This totally updated condo is 1 light from D.C. and 
a few blocks from the river, shops & restaurants! 
1 bedroom, 1 bath, living room with wood burning fireplace, 

kitchen with new cabinets, granite & SS appliances.  
Bath with Carrera Marble, stacked washer dryer, balcony,  

extra storage and off street parking.

$259,000
harbOr TerraCe/Old TOwn 

$2,550,000

Old TOwn

Elegant townhouse circa 1815 on spacious lot  
2 blocks to King St. & the riverfront!

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 fireplaces, 4400 sq. ft. living space,  
3-4 parking spaces. Original random width wood floors,  

exquisite woodwork and architectural details throughout. Two 
story gazebo addition provides lots of light and garden views.

Spacious custom home in serene setting on half  
  an acre just steps from Chinquapin Park. 

7 bedrooms, 5.5 plus .5 baths, over 6500 sq. ft. of living space with a 3  
car garage. Designed for entertaining and casual living with soaring ceil-
ings, impressive 3 story stone fireplace in living room, grand dining room, 

spacious gourmet kitchen, fabulous Owner’s suite...the list goes on!

Price and 

Locatio
n!

SoLd
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The weeklY BrieFing

Old Town Theater sale to Jeffrey Yates back on

City to recognize National 4-H Week next week

City to begin 2017 budget process with 
community meetings

 After talks halted just a 
few months ago, the sale of 
the Old Town Theater by 
PMA Properties and build-
ing owner Rob Kaufman to 
local businessman Jeffrey 
Yates seems to have been 
resurrected.
 Two special use permit 
applications were filed last 
month, revised from previ-
ous applications on April 
16. In one, Yates once again 
proposes operating an en-
tertainment venue that of-
fers live and recorded music 

performances, lectures, com-
edy and theatrical shows, or-
chestral events and musicals, 
among other activities.
 The application also sug-
gests there may be a theming 
of the establishment related 
to the Yates family’s associa-
tion with automobiles. In the 
second application, Yates re-
quests to continue operating 
the valet parking the theater 
offered when it was open.
 In June, the historic the-
ater’s sale appeared to be dead 
in the water after Kaufman 

appeared before city council 
at a public hearing request-
ing permission to return to a 
previous plan to convert the 
building into retail space. 
At the time, city councilors 
noted their disappointment 
at the deal with Yates fall-
ing through, and approved 
Kaufman’s plan 5-1.
 Yates first applied for 
ownership in April, saying 
at the time he wished to add 
“substantive entertainment 
to the area.”

- Chris Teale

 The City of Alexandria is 
set to recognize National 4-H 
Week from Sunday, October 
4 until Saturday, October 10 
with a series known as “4-H 
Grows Here,” a week of 4-H 
themed activities celebrating 
the impact of positive youth 
development and the work of 
the organization throughout 
the city.
 The 4-H program is the 
youth development education 
program of Virginia Coop-
erative Extension. Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, sup-
ported by Virginia Tech and 
Virginia State University, 

is an educational outreach 
organization that puts uni-
versity knowledge into the 
hands of residents. 4-H clubs 
and school programs provide 
youth development programs 
to children aged 8-18 in the 
areas of science, citizenship, 
healthy living and mentoring.
 Themed activities for Na-
tional 4-H Week include spe-
cial presentations to youth 
enrolled in Power-On Out of 
School Time programs, lo-
cal 4-H club meetings, 4-H 
National Youth Science Day: 
Motion Commotion and the 
#IAMAlexandria4H Social 

Media Video Contest.  
 For more than a century, 
4-H Youth Development has 
created opportunities for 
youth to grow into contribut-
ing citizens and community 
leaders through participation 
in hands-on learning through 
the support of caring youth 
and adult volunteers. 
 The Alexandria office of 
Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion operates with state and 
city funding and works in 
partnership with the city’s de-
partment of recreation, parks 
and cultural activities.

- Chris Teale

 City officials announced 
Tuesday the 2017 fiscal year 
budget process will begin in 
earnest next month with a se-
ries of community meetings 
designed to gather input on 
residents’ budget priorities.
 City officials say the meet-
ings will provide an overview 
of the fiscal 2017 budget pro-
cess and some of the major 
budgetary challenges the city 
faces. After this brief over-
view, participants will break 
out into small facilitated 

groups to discuss budget pri-
orities and how to stay en-
gaged in the process.
 City councilors will then 
hear the results of these meet-
ings at its annual retreat in No-
vember as members develop 
their fiscal 2017 budget guid-
ance for the city manager.
 The meetings will take 
place on the following dates: 
Thursday, October 15 at the 
Durant Arts Center at 7:30 
p.m.; Tuesday, October 20 at 
Beatley Central Library at 7 

p.m.; Saturday, October 24 at 
T.C. Williams High School 
Minnie Howard Campus at 
10 a.m.; and Wednesday, No-
vember 4, at Cora Kelly Rec-
reation Center at 7 p.m.
 Those unable to attend 
in person can participate 
online at a “virtual table” 
at each meeting, which uses 
live streaming video and text 
chat to watch the meeting 
and engage with other online 
participants.

- Chris Teale
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May’s Theme: XXXX

(Send us a pic of XXXXXXXXXX)
Send us your photo to win  

XXXX XXXX XXXXXXX
POLICE BEAT

The following incidents occurred between April 1 and April 8.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

4 BURGLARIES AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS3

29 THEFTS 5 DRUG 
CRIMES

Source: raidsonline.com

16 ASSAULTS

1 SEXUAL 
OFFENSE5 VEHICLE

THEFTS 2 ROBBERIES

CRIME
Inmates honored for educational achievements

Police see record decline in holiday traffic deaths

 Alexandria Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne and deputies con-
gratulated inmates at the city 
jail last week for their success-
ful completion of a variety of 
educational programs at the 
William G. Truesdale Adult 
Detention Center.
 Six inmates became the first 
to complete the new Thinking 
for a Change program, designed 
to prepare inmates for reentry 
into the community upon their 
release.
 The program stresses con-
cepts like cognitive restructur-
ing, improving social skills 
and learning problem-solving 
techniques. Among those who 
completed the program were 
Eric Buckner, Richard Butler, 
Robert Jones, Rasheed Tate, 
Ryan Wright and an inmate 
who asked not to be identified.
 Jail officials also honored 
five inmates who completed 

the ServSafe Food Protection 
Manager Certification program, 
intended to prepare inmates for 
strong candidates for restaurant 
and food service jobs upon their 
release.

 Inmate Joseph Medina also 
was awarded a certificate mark-
ing the successful completion 
of his GED exam.

- Erich Wagner

Virginia State Police reported 
Monday that the state saw the 
lowest number of traffic-related 
deaths during the Thanksgiv-

ing weekend in more than two 
decades.
 From Wednesday of last 
week through Sunday night, 

only five people were killed 
on commonwealth roads, a de-
crease from 12 over the same 
period in 2013, with none occur-

COURTESY PHOTO   
Inmates at the William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center prepare to 
receive certificates marking their completion of a variety of education-
al programs last week, from the new Thinking for a Change program, 
aimed at preparing inmates for reentry into the community, to GED 
and food-services certifications..

TimesIn Your

WINNING PHOTO
The Alexandria Times Photo Contest

For more information visit: alextimes.com/monthly-photo-contest

Congratulations to  
Instagram user michellem_107,  

for winning April’s Photo Contest!

Send your XXXX XXXXXX photos to:

Sponsored By:

August Contest WInner 
Running photo submitted 
by Joy Craven

Send your Fall Colors photos to:

Congratulations to the September photo 
contest winner — Venise Lewis — who 
submitted this image of a little boy on a  
tricycle getting lost in a corn maze and won 
a $50 gift certificate to Alexandria’s great 

new restaurant — Lost in Company.

Suicidal man barricades self in Duke 
Street apartment
 Alexandria police said 
a suicidal man barricaded 
himself in his apartment 
with a weapon on the 5400 
block of Duke St. Tuesday 
afternoon but officers were 
able to defuse the situation 
without incident.
 Police were called at 
around 12:50 p.m., and ne-
gotiated with him for around 
half an hour before he agreed 
to come out. Officers closed 

a block along Duke Street for 
a short period of time to al-
low for emergency vehicles to 
respond, and police spokes-
woman Crystal Nosal said 
a side street may have been 
closed for the department’s 
command bus.
 In a barricade situation, 
Nosal said police called 
trained negotiators, and 
worked out which apartment 
he was in so that they could 

communicate either by land-
line or cell phone. Failing 
that, she said officers use a 
robot to drop a phone by the 
front door to allow commu-
nication. Nearby apartments 
also were evacuated for safe-
ty reasons, she said.
 Police did not release any 
further details on the man, 
who came outside without 
any injuries.

- Chris Teale

criMe

Shot fired in road rage incident on 
West Braddock Road
 A road rage incident on 
the evening of September 23 
began on I-395 and continued 
to West Braddock Road before 
ending with a shot being fired 
from a car, police said.
 Investigators said two 
drivers got into an alter-

cation on I-395 where the 
northbound lane crosses 
King Street, and then ap-
peared to continue argu-
ing, whereupon the shot 
was fired in what police are 
referring to as an “illegal 
weapons discharge.”

 Police spokeswoman Crys-
tal Nosal said no injuries were 
sustained, and that there were 
no further details on either 
driver, except that they did not 
know each other. No arrests 
have been made.

- Chris Teale

Police BeaT
The following incidents occurred between September 24 and October 1.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

1 bURGLARy AGGRAvAted 
AssAULt1

30 thefts 7 dRUG 
CRimes

Source: raidsonline.com

31 AssAULts

4 seXUAL 
OffeNses8 vehiCLe

thefts 0 RObbeRies

October’s 
Theme:  

Fall Colors
Send us a photo with  

this theme to win  
2 tickets to a performace of  

the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra.

Sponsored by
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D e e p  C r e e k  V a c a t i o n s

Taylor-Made
D e e p  C r e e k  V a c a t i o n s  &  S a l e s

Lake Front, Lake View, & Ski In/Out Properties • Hot Tubs & Private Pools • Dog Friendly Homes 
www.deepcreekvacations.com • 1-866-351-1119

Deep Creek Lake, Maryland
Weekend getaways that feel like a world away.

Vacation Rental Homes & Real Estate Sales – Only 3 Hours from DC

Experience Fall in all its Glory

Under no circumstances shall this announcement constitute an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy, nor shall there be any sale of the Bonds in any jurisdiction in which such offer, 
solicitation or sale would be unlawful prior to registration or qualification under the securities laws of any such jurisdiction.  The Bonds will be sold by means of an Official Statement. 

$350,000,000*
*$100,000,000 Series 2015A Green Bonds 

*$250,000,000 Series 2015B Bonds

• Ratings: S&P: AA/Moody’s: Aa3/Fitch: AA-
• Interest on the Series 2015A and B Bonds is 

federally and DC tax-exempt**
• Maturities range from 2016 to 2045*
• Retail Order Period on October 5*
• Institutional pricing on October 6*
• Bonds will be available in book-entry form in 

$5,000 denominations

Contact BofA Merrill Lynch or any syndicate members for 
copies of the Preliminary Official Statement for these Bonds.

SENIOR MANAGING UNDERWRITER

BofA Merrill Lynch 
1-800-825-1521

CO-SENIOR MANAGING UNDERWRITERS

Barclays
212-528-1066

Loop Capital 
888-294-8898

Goldman, Sachs & Co 
917-343-7900

Ramirez & Co., Inc 
855-289-2663

CO-MANAGING UNDERWRITERS

Citigroup
855-644-7252

Morgan Stanley  
800-522-3546

JP Morgan  
855-231-8873

US Bancorp  
855-240-7726

* Preliminary, subject to change.
**In the opinion of Co-Bond Counsel, under existing law (i) assuming continuing compliance with certain covenants and the accuracy of certain representations, interest on the Series 
2015A/B Bonds is excluded from gross income for federal income tax purposes and is not an item of tax preference for purposes of the federal alternative minimum tax imposed on 
individuals and corporations, and (ii) the Series 2015A/B Bonds and the interest thereon are exempt from District taxation, except estate, inheritance and gift taxes.  Interest on the Series 
2015A/B Bonds may be subject to certain federal taxes imposed only on certain corporations, including the corporate alternative minimum tax on a portion of that interest.  The value of 
the bonds’ tax-exemption is dependent on an individual’s tax bracket. For a more complete discussion of the tax aspects, see “TAX MATTERS” herein.

PROPOSED NEW ISSUE 

DC Water 
Public Utility Subordinate Lien Revenue Bonds

Burgundy Farm Country Day School
703.329.6968 • www.burgundyfarm.org

www.facebook.com/burgundyfarm

Call 703.329.6968 to RSVP for an upcoming 
open house or to schedule a personal tour of 

our 25-acre Alexandria campus just off the Beltway.

October 9, 9–11 a.m. • November 11, 9–11 a.m.
December 5, 2–4 p.m. • January 10, 2–4 p.m.

Discover Burgundy
Discover our one-of-a-kind learning environment

for students in Junior Kindergarten through 8th grade.

• an integrated, hands-on curriculum in all grades
• arts, technology & foreign language classes
• new outdoor classroom & playground spaces
• regular visits to our 500-acre WV campus

featuring

and more!

deBaTe  FROM | 1

opportunity for him to get noticed 
and for some of the electorate to 
hear what he has to say and hear 
his attacks on his opponent.
 “Really, it’s just an oppor-
tunity to get more notice for the 
write-in campaign, which, in and 
of itself, is challenging. From that 
perspective, it has more use than 
none, but I don’t think that neces-
sarily will decide his fortunes.”
 Skelley said that, particu-
larly for a candidate who lost in 

the primary, the most important 
thing is to inform potential vot-
ers that he still is running, par-
ticularly through avenues like 
direct mail.
 “Given the fact that [Euille] 
needs people to write his name 
in on Election Day, he needs to 
contact Alexandria voters with 
a strong history of showing up 
each election,” Skelley said. “I 
think Euille has a shot here, but 
he’s got to make sure people un-
derstand that they have to write 
his name in. Don’t waste money 

on irregular voters until you’ve 
reached the people you know are 
going to show up.”
 But demanding a debate is 
an easy — and cheap — way to 
keep a high profile, particularly 
as news coverage of the city 
council and school board cam-
paigns ramps up.
 “It’s not make or break, I 
wouldn’t think,” Skelley said. 
“But it’s a chance to increase 
the attention paid to the cam-
paign. And hey, it’s free media 
coverage.”

to find a positive way forward in 
this regard.”
 The chamber’s stance is that 
the city should either amend its 
charter or amend the budget pro-
cess. It contends this would make 
things far easier for residents 
and business owners, and help 
ease congestion on the roads.
 “Parking in Alexandria will 
always be something that needs 
to be closely managed,” Hard-
wick added. “The chamber wants 
to ensure that the city under-
stands that the parking revenues 
will go back into making it easier 
for folks to park in Alexandria in 
order to facilitate getting off our 

roads. We want them to shop, we 
want them to dine, and the easiest 
way for them to do it is to under-
stand the ease of parking.”
 But city spokesman Craig Fi-
fer said the budget process is far 
more nuanced than the chamber 
suggests. When it comes to park-
ing revenues and expenditures, he 
said the city spends far more than 
it takes in, and the numbers bear 
that assertion out.
 In fiscal 2015, the city col-
lected approximately $3,961,700 
in revenue from parking meters, 
and spent a total of $4,280,481 
on parking enforcement and 
maintenance. That doesn’t in-
clude paving and road resurfac-
ing efforts, which Fifer said adds 

“millions more” to expenditures, 
meaning money needs to come 
from other revenue sources to 
make up the shortfall.
 “The goal of the budget 
process is to allocate the right 
amount of money to each expen-
diture, regardless of whether that 
particular expenditure produced 
enough revenue to pay for it or 
any revenue at all,” Fifer said. 
“You could say that you’re al-
locating the parking revenue to 
parking, but then we would ei-
ther have too much money or not 
enough money for parking, and 
we would fill in as needed with 
revenue from other places.
 
 

Parking  FROM | 1

SEE Parking | 10
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Enjoy the Carefree 
Lifestyle You Deserve
Discover why many people like you have come to call the Hermitage 

home—the chance to experience a new lifestyle with an array of services 
and amenities.

The residents at the Hermitage stay busy. Just ask Helena Scott, who was 
confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis and with 
regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a mile a day when the 
weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, 
volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and 
delivers mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, our 
courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring and security  that 
comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive services 
are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott
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confined to wheelchair for 30 years because of Multiple Sclerosis and with 
regular physical therapy at the Hermitage, can now walk a mile a day when the 
weather permits. In her spare time, Helena knits scarves for fellow residents, 
volunteers in the beauty salon, sits on the Health Center Committee and 
delivers mail. Our residents also rave about our superb dining service, our 
courteous and helpful staff, and an overall feeling of caring and security  that 
comes with living at the Hermitage.

You’ll also gain peace of mind knowing that health care and supportive services 
are available right here, if you ever need them.

For more information, call 703-797-3814.

Alexandria, VA
www.Hermitage-Nova.com

h
Call  

703-797-3814  
to schedule a tour 
of our beautifully 

appointed 
apartments. 

h

“The Hermitage is 
where I’ve finally 
found my family.”

—Helena Scott
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Sensational addition to 
this circa 1940 original 
brick home. Renovations 
include kitchen, and 
baths. Surprisingly deep  
& private brick-walled  
garden. Easy diagonal 
parking in front.  
$799,000.  

719  
Royal Street South

820A South 
 Washington Street
Compact and sophisticated, 
this pied-à-terre is ideal for  

a toe-hold in Old Town.  
A studio with style,  

find wood floors, updated 
kitchen & bath as well as  

handsome moldings. 
$185,000.

703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

Diann Hicks Carlson

Live Near the River, in Old Town

Breathing a little easier in the Port City
Alexandria’s air quality 
improving, says MWAQC 
and VDEQ 
BY chris Teale 

 It has taken a combination 
of factors, including the closure 
of the GenOn coal-fired power 
plant and the implementation of 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Community Action 
for a Renewed Environment pro-
gram, but the data is clear: Alex-
andria’s air is getting cleaner.
 The city receives reports on 
its air quality from Clean Air 
Partners, a nonprofit partnership 
chartered by the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Govern-
ments and the Baltimore Metro-
politan Council, which provides 
the color-coded air quality index 
indicating how healthy the air is 
on any particular day.
 As of the time of writing, Al-
exandria had only received two 
Code Orange days this year — 
unhealthy for sensitive groups — 
and zero Code Red days, which 
indicate the air is generally 
unhealthy. All other days were 
Code Green — good quality.
 It is an improvement from 
2013 and 2014, when Alexan-
dria had no Code Red days but 
did have four Code Orange days 
each year. And while the current 
numbers may change, summer 
is more conducive for pollution 
and thus more likely to produce 
less clean air. 
 “Air is getting better all the 
time. It may seem like it’s in 
slow-motion, but it is true and it 
is happening, and it’s very im-
portant,” said City Councilor Del 
Pepper, the city’s representative 
on the Metropolitan Washing-
ton Air Quality Committee, at a 
city council meeting last month. 
“Alexandria has excellent air and 
that must have something to do 
with the wonderful things we’re 
doing to keep pollutants out of 
the air so we can all breathe it.”
 It turns out there is plenty go-
ing on at the federal, state and 
local levels to minimize pollut-
ants in the air, and it is having a 
big effect, especially on the most 
troubling of pollutants.
 “The largest, most recent 

[program], was the CARE rule 
phase one, which dealt with pri-
marily large air pollution point 
sources,” said Bill Skrabak, di-
rector of environmental quality 
at the city department of trans-
portation and environmental ser-
vices. “In general, the pollutant 
of most concern is more of a re-
gional pollutant: ozone. There’s 
an eight-hour standard, and for 
the region as a whole, 2015 was 
a good year. It used to be, we 
would have [pollution] exceed-
ances nearly every time the tem-
perature was above 90 degrees, 
because that usually meant it was 
a clear sunny day.
 “Now, it’s [still] routine for us 
to have a 90 degree day, but we 
don’t have an air quality issue.”
 Locally, T&ES is still active-
ly combating pollution in Alex-
andria, especially at the residen-
tial level and businesses that are 
not necessarily big polluters.
 “We’re one of the few locali-
ties that still has a local air pollu-
tion program, whereas in Virgin-
ia, most of the air pollution issues 
are addressed at the state level,” 
Skrabak said. “What T&ES does 
is in particular we do inspect the 
larger air pollution sources that 
are still left in the city; we inspect 
those typically once a year. Then 
the other thing we do is when 
there are complaints are about 
odors or excessive smoke or ex-
cessive idling, we’re the ones that 
go back and try to follow up on 
those and investigate those to the 
extent we can and put provisions 
in development plans to try to re-
duce impacts from air quality.”
 Even with the closure of the 
GenOn plant, there are still sev-
eral polluters in the city, includ-
ing the Virginia Paving Com-
pany’s branch office and plant 
on Courtney Avenue on the West 
End. The company is a division 
of The Lane Construction Com-
pany, and says on its website that 
it considers environmental safety 
to be very important. Company 
spokeswoman Lauralee Heck-
man declined to comment fur-
ther, but Skrabak said that the 
city continues to work to reduce 
any impacts.

 “Obviously, with the Ge-
nOn plant having shut down, 
the larger air pollution source is 
dominated by mobile sources, 
which is all the cars, buses and 
trucks,” Skrabak said. “That’s 
the largest component. Then we 

also have some smaller point 
sources, which would include 
Virginia Paving and the [Alex-
andria Waste Recovery Facility 
at Burnside Place]. Those are 
the two small to medium size 
sources, but nothing close to 

what GenOn was doing.”
 One aspect of air pollution 
that can be hard to predict and 
control is so-called transported 
pollution, which travels from 

SEE air QualiTY | 10
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703.836.5126    www.huntingcreeksteak.com
1106 King Street, Old Town, Alexandria 

New Seasonal Specialties,  
beginning October 1st

Please enjoy these fall  
favorites a la Carte or as  
a 3 Course dinner!

a special advertising feature  
of the alexandriaTimeslet’s eat

 Bob and Edith’s Diners in 
Arlington and Springfield are a 
fabulous find for those who have 
never experienced them before. 
Meanwhile, returning guests will 
want to keep coming back for the 
fresh food and an experience like 
no other.
 Open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week and 365 days a year, 
going through the door at Bob and 
Edith’s is like walking into a de-
licious time capsule. The brightly 
lit interiors have silver trimmed 
tables, counters with swiveling 
stools and checked floors that cre-
ate a friendly and inviting atmo-
sphere from the heyday of diners 
in the 1950s and 1960s.
 Not only do Bob and Edith’s Din-
ers have a perfect appearance, but the 
food is wonderful. Each of the 185 
menu items are cooked to order, and 
the food is prepared right in front of 
the customers. That means the coun-
ter seats, with a great view of the 
chefs at work, are really popular. 

 People rave about the scrump-
tious French toast, coming as it does 
from bread that is baked freshly each 
day. The bacon is also excellent, and 
it is telling that the diner has been 
purchasing it from the same vendor 
for 46 years. Eggs and omelets can 
be cooked just about any way the 
customer desires, and the breakfast 
menu is served all day. 
 Lunch and dinner offerings 
include steak, burgers, sandwich-
es, subs and salads. Be sure not 
to fill up on the main courses, 
however, as the root beer floats, 
banana splits and hot fudge sun-
daes are amazing. And there are 
plenty of hearty and flavorful 
milkshakes to round out the true 
diner experience. 
 Bob and Edith’s Diners have 
been serving first-rate comfort food 
for decades and their success is easy 
to understand. These much-loved 
diners began as a family business 
in 1969 when Bob and Edith Bolton 
acquired what was then Gray’s Do-

nut Dinette and changed the name to 
what it is now. With the help of their 
four children, the business flour-
ished and expanded. 
 In the 1990s, the founders 
passed away and their son, Greg, 
and his wife, Victoria, took over 
the thriving business. Greg is a 
passionate, hands-on owner who 
loves the business and takes pride 
in pleasing his customers.
 Since Bob & Edith’s diners 
are always open, you don’t have 
to worry about arriving too late 
to eat. But go now because you 
will love the experience, the rea-
sonable prices and the cuisine. 
Every visitor becomes a regular 
customer, and that at least partly 
explains why a line forms for 
breakfast every weekend at Bob 
and Edith’s. It is that good. 

Locations at 539 S. 23rd St. in 
Crystal City, (703) 920-2700;  

2310 Columbia Pike, (703) 920-6103;  
6316 Springfield Plaza, (703) 854-1401.

Alexandria Location: 808 N. Henry St. Alexandria, VA 
26 Craft Beers on Tap

We proudly support the Lost Dog & Cat Rescue Foundation

 Gourmet Pizza,  
    Deli-Style Sandwiches 
      and an Extensive  
       Craft Beer Selection
      Do gooD  

by Dining  
with us!

Hours: Mon–Saturday 11am–11pm; Sunday 11am–10pm
www.lostdogcafe.com/alexandria • 571-970-6511

Southern Immersion Cuisine 
Restaurant / Bar & Lounge

Now opeN iN the heart of old towN

F e at u r i n g  C o C k ta i l H o u r  a n d  d i n n e r
Magnolia’s on King • 703 King St, alexandria, Va

(703) 838-9090 • www.magnoliasonking.com

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE on Sunday & Monday

Many items under 250 calories

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Call for catering.

Delight in comfort food at Bob and Edith’s Diners 

ROyAL
thAi

ROyAL
thAi

801 N. fairfax st. • 703.535.6622 
1-3 blocks from Holiday Inn, Crowne Plaza,

Sheraton, Best Western  •  8 blocks from King St
www.RoyalThaiSushi.com

2310 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204
703-930-6103

539 23rd St S, Arlington, VA 22202
703-920-2700

6316 Springfield Plaza, Springfield, VA 
22150 • 703-854-1401

facebook.com/BobandEdithsDiner

 Family Owned  
  for 47 years!  
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MORE THAN 300 JURIED ARTISTS, 5 LIVELY STAGES, 20+ FOOD VENDORS  

+ NON-STOP FAMILY FUN WITH FREE ACTIVITIES LIKE PUMPKIN PAINTING  

AND SCARECROW MAKING!

Illustration: BeckyHeavner.com  |  Design: LucidCreative.co  

VOTED 2015

BEST OF VIRGINIA

VIRGINIA LIVING 

MAGAZINE

AOA2015_AlexandriaTimes.indd   1 9/29/15   1:42 PM
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Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & 
Herbert 
Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®

Burke & Herbert Logo Guidlines Blue:  PMS 648 C (PC) 4C:  100c / 62m /    0y / 52k
 Gold:  PMS 457 C (PC) 4C:     6c / 23m / 97y / 26k
Logotype:   CG Futura Maxi Demi   Ampersand: CG Futura Maxi Book    Tagline: Futura Heavy

FOR USE ON COATED STOCK

If using logos less than 75% size, please switch to logo size 2.
Visit your neighborhood branch today!   
burkeandherbertbank.com  !  703-684-1655 

There is no monthly fee for a Convenient Checking Account; 
minimum deposit to open $25. ©2015 Burke & Herbert Bank

Our Convenient Checking 
Account scores where the 
big banks don’t. 
No monthly fees. 
Every ATM in America is free.

YOU CAN’T 
BEAT BURKE!

63rd  

Anniversary Sale

Family owned and operated since 1953

25-50% off ~ Sept 19 – Oct 10th

www.bcjewelers.net

Bradlee Shopping Center  
3610 King Street  
Alexandria, VA 22302  

(703) 379-6010

Old Town
1010 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

(703) 272-5222

New Location!

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
FINIALS 

These little giants add 
the finishing touch to 
your lamp and show 
attention to detail in 
your décor! Come in 
today and see what they 
can do for you! 

Parking  FROM | 5

other jurisdictions in the wind. It 
is more complex than simply air 
from Arlington or Fairfax coun-
ties reaching Alexandria, and is 
usually because of power plants 
in the Midwest or from Balti-
more, so is handled at the federal 
and state levels.

 “[In] the CARE regulations, 
each state was given a budget 
reduction target and then those 
large sources in each state were 
given reduction targets that then 
were imposed in all the states,” 
Skrabak said. “Typically when 
they talk about transport, it’s 
moving into the whole region, 
because basically the same con-

trols they do on a regional basis. 
The Metropolitan Washing-
ton area tries to be comparable 
[across all three jurisdictions].”
 The EPA is revising its air 
quality standards, as part of the 
Clean Air Act. As those regu-
lations move forward, officials 
hope the city will maintain its 
positive trajectory.

 “In many cases where there is 
an allocation of revenue, the cost 
of the service exceeds the revenue 
anyway, so it’s sort of semantics as 
to where the money came from.”
 Fifer said the city collects an 
additional $3,782,508 from park-
ing tickets and residential per-
mits, for a total of $7,744,208 in 
parking-related revenues. 
 City Councilor Justin Wilson 
believes that section of the char-
ter contains more permissive lan-
guage than the chamber suggests, 
although it perhaps is in need of 
a polish. He also cited the Dillon 
Rule, which prevents Virginia 
localities from exercising powers 
not granted by the state, arguing 
the provision could be read as 
simply ensuring that the city has 
the power to provide public park-
ing and to charge for it.
 “Just street paving alone, 

which is the maintenance of a 
place to park vehicles, we spend 
well north of what we bring in,” 
Wilson said. “I think that’s the 
way [the charter] is satisfied, and 
then you’ve got meter mainte-
nance, the staffing of parking en-
forcement, parking maintenance, 
anything related to that stuff.
 “The bottom line here is, I 
believe just in a couple of cat-
egories we spend well north of 
the amount we bring in parking 
revenue on maintenance of public 
parking in the city.”
 Unfortunately, updating the 
language in the city charter re-
quires the passage of a bill in the 
General Assembly in Richmond, 
an arduous process. It starts with 
Bernie Caton, the city’s legisla-
tive director, asking every city 
councilor, department, board 
and commission for recommen-
dations for code changes. Caton 
combines them and sends them 

to city council for approval.
 Then, the package of chang-
es is presented to the General 
Assembly delegation, which 
helps ensure its passage at the 
state legislature, a task that can 
be easier said than done.
 “It’s kind of a pain,” said 
Wilson. “This is not something 
they probably care about. Typi-
cally what we do, and we just 
did it last year, is when we need 
a charter change, we will pack-
age a bunch of charter changes 
together periodically and go to 
the General Assembly and offer 
nine or 10 changes we’d like to 
clean up in our charter. 
 “This [subsection] could be 
something we could put on the 
list of a cleanup. I don’t think 
we have a problem with compli-
ance with it, even if you read it 
in the most literal sense. I think 
we pass the test, I would argue 
pretty strenuously.”

air QualiTY  FROM | 7
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$200
in free groceries
with up to 8 new or transferred prescriptions

($25 per prescription filled at our new pharmacy.)

earn up to
offer valid through 2/28/16

Earn $25 in free groceries for each new or transferred prescription you purchase at our 
Potomac Yard Giant Pharmacy (LIMIT 8). Not valid on transfers from other Giant Pharmacies 
or on prescriptions paid for in whole or in part by any government program. See pharmacist 
for complete details. This is a voucher only. Turn this voucher in to your pharmacist 
to recieve your free grocery punch card.

present this voucher to your pharmacist to

*See Pharmacist for details. Visit giantfood.com/pharmacy for more information.

Hours:
Monday – Friday: 9am – 9pm    

Saturday: 9am – 6pm 
Sunday: 10am – 5pm

Phone: 703-299-0471
Fax: 703-548-7082

• Friendly, professional and prompt service
• Most major insurance plans accepted, including Medicare
• Most prescriptions filled in 20 minutes or less
• Refill requests by phone or internet 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

NOW OPEN
at the Potomac Yard Giant

corner of Route 1 and East Glebe Road

Meet Pharmacy Manager 
Adrienne Lynch and her team in 
our new Potomac Yard Pharmacy.
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a special advertising feature  
of the alexandria Times

irst-rate work and high 
customer satisfaction are 
the goals of every project 

Metropolitan Paint and Home 
Improvement undertakes. Owner 
Andreas Mitsingas takes great 
pride in Metropolitan’s ability to 
exceed customers’ expectations 
for the past 23 years. His business 
has expanded through the years 
almost exclusively from referrals 
by homeowners who were pleased 
with the company’s work.
 Mitsingas attributes his suc-
cess to the fact that he personally 
oversees every job and works with 
his clients to help them refine 
their home improvement projects. 
The company primarily works on 
houses built between the 1920s 
and the 1990s, and Metropolitan 
never works on new construction. 
The construction, masonry and 

painting teams do everything from 
bathroom and kitchen remodeling 
to interior and exterior painting to 
patios. The Metropolitan masonry 
team has created many gorgeous 
stone and brick patios throughout 
the area.
 Whenever projects call for 
plumbing or electrical wiring, Met-
ropolitan brings in prescreened, 
longtime contract plumbers and 
electricians. Mitsingas only works 
with plumbers and electricians 
who have the same high standards 
and commitment to customer sat-
isfaction and quality.  
 Metropolitan appreciates be-
ing involved with their clients 
from the inception of the home 
improvement project. That way, 
they can advise them about the 
best places to select materials, 
the prices involved and where to 

select the finished pieces to be 
incorporated. Mitsingas provides 
his customers with information 
about the decisions they need to 
make at each step of the venture 
so they can budget accordingly 
and prioritize where they invest.
 Consider moving forward with 
the remodeling project or paint-
ing you have been contemplat-
ing. Metropolitan Paint and Home 
Improvement would be delighted 
to help enhance your home and 
brighten your abode.

To schedule an estimate or to 
learn more about Metropolitan 
Paint and Home Improvement, 

call Mitsingas directly at  
703-220-6494 or email him at 
mitsingasa@metropainthome 

improvements.com or visit www.
metropainthomeimprovements.com.

Take care of your home project 
with Metropolitan Paint and  

 Home Improvement

Before After

Take a look at our project portfolio and testimonials 

Hire Us
703-220-6494

www.MetroPaintHomeImprovements.com

Metropolitan  
Paint and Home  
Improvements Inc.

“Consistently excellent work.”

F

To feature your business in   

Shop Around  
the Corner

Call Alexandria Times  
at 703-739-0001. 

City to put a collar on two
small unfenced dog parks
Residents, officials cite 
safety concerns over three 
locations 
BY chris Teale 

 The city’s parks and recre-
ation commission said it has 
heard a number of concerns 
over the past few months from 
residents about the safety of dogs, 
pedestrians, drivers and cyclists 
around unfenced dog areas, and 
late last month acted on those 
concerns in three areas.
 After a public consultation 
process and hearing in August, 
the commission recommended 
de-designating unfenced dog 
parks on Fort Williams Parkway 
at Dearborn Place and at the in-
tersection of West Timberbranch 
Parkway and Parkway Terrace. 

Designation of a public space as 
a dog park means owners can al-
low dogs to run off leash.
 The status of a third unfenced 
dog park at the intersection of 
Braddock Road and Common-
wealth Avenue is slated for review 
in the city’s planning process for 
pocket parks later this year.
 The recommendations come 
following concerns about safety, 
especially at the Braddock Road 
and Commonwealth Avenue 
location, which is at one of the 
busier intersections in Alexan-
dria and with no barrier to pro-
tect it from oncoming traffic. 
This intersection is also where 
pedestrian Deborah Ann Bogart 
was struck and killed by a hit- 
and-run driver on September 3.

 “When there is no border 
between an unleashed area and 
the road, there is the potential 
for dogs to run out into the road, 
which would result in injury to 
the dog or could result in injury to 
people, either dogs running into 
bicycles or chasing after bicyclists 
or pedestrians or cars or bikes 
swerving to avoid hitting a dog 
and thereby hitting something 
else or creating some other un-
safe situation in that way,” parks 
and recreation commission chair-
woman Jennifer Atkins said.
 “Where an unleashed area 
is protected and there’s a bor-
der, even though there’s not a 
fence there’s a natural separation 
between the dog area and the 
street, or even where it borders 

the street but the street is not 
that busy, those safety concerns 
aren’t nearly as prominent be-
cause there’s something keeping 
the dogs from running out into 
the street or there’s really no 
traffic there to worry about.”
 The commission examined 

the issue of unfenced areas as 
they relate to the city’s dog park 
master plan, approved by city 
council in 2000 and revised in 
2011. The plan stipulates that 
for a dog park to be considered 

The dog park at the intersection of Braddock Road and Commonwealth 
Avenue will remain an area for unleashed dogs, but the parks and recre-
ation commission is recommending that its future be considered as part 
of the city’s pocket park planning process later this year.

SEE dog Parks | 13
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A l e x A n d r i A 

2 0 1 5  C i t y 
C o u n C i l

w o o d f o r C o u n C i l . C o m

It’s about policies, 
not politics.

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.
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~ Michelle ~
With a pleasing sense of humor,  

our Michelle is a fun dog.

She’s relaxed, tolerant, sweet and quiet at times.

Aged 6, Michelle is a wonderful mix of breeds  
and is happy and healthy.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  
OUR ADOPTABLE PETS, PLEASE VISIT  

WWW.ALEXANDRIAANIMALS.ORG  
AND CALL 703-746-4774.

THANK YOU

644 S. Pickett Street Alexandria, VA 22304  |  703-504-6954 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Sundays 12:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. |  marcopolorugs.com        

Here is where we gladly  

unroll the red carpet for you!

Our Warehouse now open to the Public!

RetiRement 
Sale

78%
Abdullah, Owner

off the suggested 
retail prices

Marco Polo Oriental Rugs
Fine Hand-Made Rugs

UP 
TO

for fencing, it must be at least 
21,789 square feet in size, and 
there must be what the master 
plan calls “landscaping and 
buffers” around the perimeter.
 The small size of all three 
currently unfenced dog areas 
made it impossible to designate 
them for fencing without a spe-
cific deviation.
 Atkins said the park at 
Braddock Road and Common-
wealth Avenue generated the 
most discussion at the public 
hearing, and the decision to in-
clude it with the city’s pocket 
park planning process means 
citizens and neighbors will get 
even more of a say on how it is 
used going forward, be it as a 
dog park or some other form.
 “The neighbors really love 
that park; they said that they use 
it, which is great,” she said. “I 
think that some members of the 
commission still have some safe-
ty concerns about that intersec-
tion. As we all know it’s a pretty 
heavily trafficked intersection 
and can be quite dangerous. 
 “We thought if that gets rolled 
into the pocket park planning 
process, then the neighborhood 

really does have the ability to 
come and say whether or not they 
think there should be some kind 
of barrier, maybe some plantings 
or something, but that also can be 
considered in the larger context 
of the intersection and everything 
that’s going on around it as it ac-
tually gets planned.”

 Meanwhile, the other two 
parks no longer will allow dogs 
off leash, with a view to includ-
ing them in an eventual planning 
process in conjunction with ad-
jacent open spaces. But the com-
mission removed the off-leash 
designation as a short-term mea-
sure, since that process is not set 
to start until 2016 at the earliest.
 “They’re both somewhat ad-
jacent to natural spaces, and so 
the idea is those natural spaces 

will be part of a planning pro-
cess — I want to say it’s another 
year or two years,” Atkins said. 
“And when that planning pro-
cess happens, then it can get 
considered as part of the whole 
larger natural area and the com-
munity can have input on how 
those areas ought to be used.”
 The commission’s recom-
mendations require city coun-
cil’s approval, and the body may 
choose to revisit the dog park 
master plan as a whole. In light 
of the recent developments, of-
ficials said that neighborhoods 
have changed since 2000, so the 
nearby parks may need to adapt.
 “The dog park master plan 
was put into place 15 years ago, 
and so a lot of those places, the 
traffic patterns at those places 
have changed a lot,” Atkins said. 
“And so it was an exercise in 
looking at and seeing whether the 
anecdotal concerns we’re hearing 
are shared by the public or not, 
how much are these places used.
 “A lot of people were there 
from Old Town talking about 
the various Old Town dog 
parks, which really were not 
on the agenda at all, but it was 
good to see a nice turnout from 
the dog-loving community.”

dog Parks  FROM | 12
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Titans field hockey looks 
to stay focused in midst  
of hot streak 
BY chris Teale

 For all their dominance Mon-
day night at home against An-
nandale, the T.C. Williams field 
hockey team was only ahead 1-0 
at halftime on a goal from senior 
forward Mimi Hyre, and the 
players knew they needed more 
to put the game out of reach.
 The Titans had plenty of op-
portunities in the first period, 
but the break proved crucial, 
as they tallied additional goals 
from Claire Bilodeau and Alex 
Milliken within five minutes of 
the restart. The eventual 3-0 win 
over the Atoms extended T.C.’s 
winning streak to six games, 
prior to their away game against 
West Potomac on Wednesday 
evening, played after the Times’ 
print deadline.
 And in spite of a slow start, 
where the hosts dominated but 
could not convert their chances, 
the Titans were delighted to 
keep their run going.
 “I thought we played really 
well, especially in the second 
half,” Milliken said. “We had 
a lot of shots on goal, [and] 

we didn’t let them get a corner 
whatsoever. I was happy with 
how the team played. We were 
talking a lot, had a lot of good 
passing combinations and, over-
all, I thought we gelled and were 
dominating the whole time.”
 The win improved the Ti-
tans’ record this season to 10-
1, with their only loss coming 
away against Herndon in late 
August. Head coach William 
Heresniak attributes their suc-
cess to having a deep roster that 
has managed to cope with inju-
ries to key players.
 “It’s great when I’ve got people 
coming in off the bench and filling 
in spots and whatnot, even with a 
couple of injuries that we have,” 
he said. “I don’t have two starters 
right now, who are normally on 
my starting roster, so even with 
them being injured we’re still sol-
id, which, as a coaching staff, you 
couldn’t ask for more.”
 From the players’ perspec-
tive, it has been an exciting time 
to be involved in the program. 
The Titans look like a real force 
in the Patriot Conference and 
have conceded just two goals all 

Titans head coach William Heresniak addresses his players at halftime against Annandale Monday night. 
T.C. beat the Atoms 3-0 on goals from Mimi Hyre, Claire Bilodeau and Alex Milliken.
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                Vote for 
“Van” Van Fleet  
 For alexandria City CounCil

www.vanisyourman.com

 Van wants to:
+ Restore Citizens’ Faith  
 in City Council

+ Enhance Alexandria City      
 Public Schools

+ Support Historic Preservation  
 and Consistent Growth

+ Decrease Your Taxes &  
 Increase City Revenues
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Keeping up the pressure
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PHOTO/CHrIS TEaLE
Several T.C. Williams field hockey players wait for a short corner to 
be delivered in their game against Annandale. The Titans went on to 
win 3-0, and at the time of writing have a six-game winning streak.

i’ve been on varsity three years 
and we’ve never had a season like 

this. going into the season i really wasn’t 
expecting this, but so far, we’ve been 
playing great. we haven’t let down and 
have come back from some really tough 
[deficits]. against lake Braddock we were 
down 1-0 going into the second half and we 
came back and won [2-1]. i think our team’s 
just got a lot of heart and we want to win.”

- alex Milliken, T.c. williams Field hockey player

season, led by goalkeeper Sarah 
Leckman. With 10 seniors on 
the roster, there is plenty of ex-
perience, and that has stood the 
Titans in good stead.
 “I’ve been on varsity three 
years and we’ve never had a 
season like this,” said Milliken. 
“Going into the season I really 
wasn’t expecting this, but so 
far, we’ve been playing great. 
We haven’t let down and have 
come back from some really 
tough [deficits]. Against Lake 
Braddock we were down 1-0 go-
ing into the second half and we 
came back and won [2-1]. I think 
our team’s just got a lot of heart 
and we want to win.”
 “We have a saying that los-
ing isn’t an option,” added Hyre. 
“We said that in our halftime 
meeting with Lake Braddock, 
and we came out and scored two 
goals again in the first 10 min-
utes. I think losing isn’t an op-
tion this year; we’re really try-
ing hard to go all the way.” 
 With just five games left 
in the regular season, includ-
ing Wednesday’s game at West 
Potomac, the Titans are setting 
themselves up for a strong end to 
the season, even with the pros-
pect of facing a South County 
team that beat the Atoms 11-0 

last week. The players are con-
fident, but know they have to 
stay sharp in the closing stages 
of their conference schedule.
 “I think a lot of focus in prac-
tice is key,” Milliken said. “Then 
just communicating on the field, 
because the second we start com-
municating we gel and work to-
gether. Our team’s gotten really 
close this season, which I think 
also helps, because we all know 
how each other plays and will 
cover for each other and talk.”
 Heresniak also emphasized 
the need for focus among his 
players, and said he is deter-
mined to see his side not get too 
carried away with their win-
ning ways.
 “We’re pretty grounded,” he 
said. “The thing that — always as 
a coach — you have in the back 
of your mind is they’re teenagers. 
They’re not professional athletes. 
You’ve got to keep them focused; 
have fun, but we take it one game 
at a time. It’s one after the other 
after the other. Their focus is the 
same way.”
 And while the Titans are 
not getting too ahead of them-
selves, their current run of form 
has attracted some attention 
and may have them dream-
ing of a deep postseason run. 
Heresniak says the onus is on 
his players to make these wins 
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count and use them as a spring-
board for playoff success.
 “It’s up to them,” he said. 
“That’s what it comes down to. 
How bad do they want it? A lot 
of the girls on the team, they 
have goals set as individuals and 
we have goals set as a team, and 
it depends on how bad they want 
that and how far we can go.”
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‘Uprising’ presents the difficult 
decisions facing freedmen 
BY Jordan wrighT

 As part of this fall’s ongoing 
Women’s Voices Theater Festi-
val, which features more than 
50 world premiere productions 
of plays by female playwrights, 
MetroStage artistic director 
Carolyn Griffin presents “Up-
rising,” a musical telling of the 
true story of noted abolitionist 
Osborne Perry Anderson — 
known as Ossie for the purpos-
es of this production.
 Set against the backdrop of 
a free black community dur-
ing secession-era America, it 
reflects a time of grave uncer-
tainty, even for freed blacks, 
who remain in fear of being 
kidnapped for bounty, taken 
south and sold back into slavery. 
 Ossie (Anthony Manough), 
on the run as the lone black sur-
vivor of John Brown’s ill-fated 
raid on Harper’s Ferry, encoun-
ters Sal (Cynthia D. Barker), a 
freed slave who picks cotton to 
support a child she has taken in.
 Ossie begs Sal not to turn 
him in, but she has plans for 
the future and is conflicted. 
Together, they represent two 
diametrically opposing choices 
for African-Americans of their 
day — insurrection or staying 

within the confines of the es-
tablished racial system in an 
attempt to improve their lot. 
Sal chooses to work for meager 
wages on the plantation in the 
hopes of building a school for 
her adopted son, Freddie (Jer-
emiah Hasty), while Ossie is 
determined to crush the back-
bone of slavery by convincing 
others to join his movement.
 The musical opens with 
the melancholy strains of Tun-
eman’s blues guitar, setting the 
tone for the conflicts to come. 
Conditions are relatively good 
for the men and women on 
this plantation just north of the 
Mason-Dixon Line, and their 
paternalistic boss, Whistle (Pe-
ter Boyer), often rewards them 
with bonuses. 

 When Sal finds Ossie in a 
field, hungry and cold, she re-
jects his pleas, refusing to feed 
him or offer shelter, afraid to 
jeopardize her freedom. But 
Ossie persists and Sal is fascinat-
ed by his eloquence, his ability 
to read and his courtly manners. 
“Words,” he tells her, “I’ve seen 
them heal a man.”
 “Kill ‘em too!” insists Sal, 
who proves an equal verbal 
sparring partner to Ossie’s pro-
gressive views.
 When Whistle learns of the 
insurrection and of Ossie’s es-
cape, he becomes a cruel master. 
“I’m appalled at the lawless-
ness,” he barks, threatening his 
employees with reduced pay.
 If they find the fugitive, they 
must turn him in. When Ossie 

tries to convince the others, “Lib-
erate your souls!” and join the 
movement, Bo-Jack (Djob Lyons), 
who has hidden his love for Sal, 
and Ossie get into a brawl and all 
of their lives become endangered.
 Musical interstices, com-
posed by Theodis Ealey and di-
rected by William Knowles, are 
soulful and uplifting, filled with 
the emotionally stirring strains 
of gospel, spirituals and planta-
tion work chants and blended by 
this cast’s exquisite voices.
 “Uprising” is brilliantly di-
rected by Thomas W. Jones II, 
who has cast an impressive en-
semble to present this powerful 
tale — Manough, Barker, Lyons, 
Doug Brown as Charlie, Naomi 
LaVette as Lottie, David Cole as 
Tuneman, the strolling minstrel, 

and the captivating Jeremiah 
Hasty making his stage debut as 
Sal’s boy, Freddie.
 Expect the inimitable Roz 
White to resume the roles of 
Lottie and Miss Ellen May, 
and Enoch King to return as 
Bo-Jack as they end their roles 
in a national touring company 
and rejoin the cast.
 Costume designer Janine 
Sunday captures the period 
perfectly with subtle colors that 
blend seamlessly with set/pro-
jection designer Robbie Hayes’ 
grainy-filtered backdrops of life 
in the Deep South.

At MetroStage through October 
25 at 1201 N. Royal St., Alexan-

dria. For tickets and informa-
tion visit www.metrostage.org.

scene around Town

A powerful struggle for freedom

PHOTOS/CHrIS bankS

The cast of MetroStage’s “Uprising” portray the struggles, both lit-
eral and ethical, of freed blacks just before the Civil War (top left). 
Ossie (Anthony Manough) and Sal (Cynthia D. Barker) encapsulate 
the dichotomy between wanting freedom for all and self preserva-
tion (left), while Jeremiah Hasty (above) shines in his stage debut as 
the adoptive son, Freddie.
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A powerful struggle for freedom

october 2-11

AMERICAN CRAFT WEEK Step 
into shops and studios to meet the 
artists and try flower petal art, mosaic 
knitting or fabric block printing at the 
likes of Ten Thousand Villages, The 
Art League, fibre space, Hooray for 
Books! and more.
Time: During store hours
Location: Various shops and studios 
in Alexandria
Information: www.visitalexandriava.com

october 3

SURVIVE THE 5 5K The Art of 
Driving will sponsor a race to promote 
educational awareness for teen driv-
ers and parents.
Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Cameron Run Waterpark, 
4001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: 703-968-0975 or 
robin@theartofdriving.org

ART ON THE AVENUE An annual 
art event in Del Ray, featuring art 
demonstrations, live music, interac-
tive art activities and food vendors.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: 703-258-4516 or 
pmiller1806@comcast.net

FLEA MARKET The Women’s Auxil-
iary of The Salvation Army Alexandria 
will be holding its annual flea market. 
Items for sale include jewelry, books, 
small appliances, furniture, toys and 
other goods. Proceeds will benefit 
families in need.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: 1804 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.salvationarmy.org

october 4

WOODROW WILSON BRIDGE 
HALF MARATHON This 13.1-mile 
foot race sanctioned by USA Track 
& Field treats runners to eight-plus 
miles of the beautifully scenic George 
Washington Memorial Parkway into 
historic Old Town, and on to the 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge, which arches 
over the Potomac River.

Time: 7 a.m.
Location: Half marathon from 
George Washington’s Mount Vernon 
to National Harbor, Md., 6k from Belle 
Haven Park to National Harbor, Md.
Information: www.wilsonbridgehalf.com

october 5
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (1 OF 2) The first 
of two sessions in which adults can 
learn how to give initial help to some-
one showing signs of a mental illness 
or mental health crisis. Registration is 
free, but space is limited to 20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

october 7

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH FIRST 
AID TRAINING (2 OF 2) The sec-
ond of two sessions in which adults 
can learn how to give initial help to 
someone showing signs of a mental 
illness or mental health crisis. Regis-
tration is free, but space is limited to 
20 per class. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 4480 King St.
Information: 703-746-3523, doni-
elle.marshall@alexandriava.gov or 
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs

ROBUST WALKATHON The Alex-
andria Successful Aging Committee 
invites all seniors to the annual Fall 
Robust Walkathon. Jerry King, leader 
of the Del Ray Robust Walking Group, 
will show participants simple ways 
to improve balance, strength, agility, 
flexibility and endurance.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Ben Brenman Park, 4800 
Brenman Park Drive
Information: 703-836-4414, ext. 
110. or www.seniorservicesalex.orgv

october 10

20TH ANNUAL ART SAFARI Art 
Safari returns to the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center for its 20th year. Resident 
and visiting artists lead young visitors 
in an afternoon full of hands-on cre-
ative activities such as papier-mâché, 
fiber, and printmaking. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-838-4565 or www.
torpedofactory.org

CIVIL WAR ARTILLERY DAY 
Learn about the life and duties of an 
artilleryman from reenactors in the 
1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery, a 
unit that was stationed at Fort Ward 
during the Civil War, including cannon 
firing demonstrations, equipment 
display, and camp life. Program is 
weather dependent.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Museum & His-
toric Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848

To have your event 
considered for our 
calendar listings, 

please email  
events@alextimes.com. 

Laughing Stock                                                      10/24 - 11/14

Marjorie Taub, a middle-aged Upper 
West Side doctor’s wife, is devoted to 
mornings at the Whitney, afternoons at 
the Museum of Modern 
Art and evenings at the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. Plunged into a 
mid-life crisis of Medea- 
like proportions, she’s 
shaken out of her leth- 
argy by the reappear- 
ance of a fascinating and 
somewhat mysterious 
childhood friend. 

Coming soon

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early!

www.bistrotroyal.com

bistrot Royal
Happy Hour

Tuesday_Friday
5:30 - 7pm

1201 N. royal St., 
alexandria, Va 22314

703.519.9110

Wine & Beer Specials
 Signature Cocktails

Happy Hour
Mon._ Fri.

5 _ 7 pm

STRAIgHT Up
TIME FOR HAPPY HOUR

to Advertise your 

RestauRant oR BaR’s 

HAPPY HOUR
Contact the  

Alexandria times  
703-739-0001 or 

sales@alextimes.com

Online all the time:

SEE calendar | 21
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PHOTO/HEnrI DE MarnE 
The holes cut out for this shower faucet’s installation are significantly larger than necessary. This is 
likely the cause of water damage to the room below the shower.

BY henri de Marne 
 Q: We got a new bathroom 
almost three years ago and re-
cently found that the shower 
faucet must have been slowly 
leaking into a closet on the 
floor below for some time. 
The closet walls are moldy, 
and we had to throw away 
most of the boxes on the top 
shelf due to water damage. 
 In trying to narrow down 
the problem we found no wa-
ter leaks when the faucet is 
on, either running through the 
tub spout or the showerhead. 
Water does leak when the 
water hits the tiles above the 
shower faucet handle. 

 We pulled off the faucet 
faceplate to find the installer 
had cut a large hole in the tiles 
and in the wallboard. Ameri-
can Standard Installer Hotline 
seemed to think: 1) that the 
faceplate foam gasket is the 
way all faucets are sealed to 
walls, and 2) the hole the in-
staller made was a bit large. 
 Attached is a photo look-
ing down at the single-lever 
shower faucet handle. Does 
this appear to be a typical in-
stallation? 
 Do you have any advice 
on how to proceed and how 

at home

 Built in 1815 by a wealthy  
purveyor of Irish whiskey, this 
lovely home’s distinctive, high-
end moldings, trims and plaster 
work are testament to his success. 
 An elegant hallway entry wel-
comes you into the gracious liv-
ing room with fireplace and tall 
folding doors. They open to the 
dining room with built-ins, wet 
bar, dumbwaiter and fireplace. A 
two-story gazebo addition floods 
the rear of the home with light 
and offers views of the gardens. 
 Two staircases take you to 

the walk-out lower level that fea-
tures a spacious chef’s kitchen, 
breakfast area, half bathroom, 
wine cellar and family room 
with French doors leading to the 
rear patio and gardens. 
 The owner’s suite with fire-
place encompasses the entire 
second level and was once the 
ballroom. Three additional bed-
rooms and updated baths can be 
found on the third and fourth 
levels. Outside is a spacious 
walled yard with perennial gar-
dens and a brick patio.

hoMe oF The week

One of Alexandria’s original merchant houses

This beautiful home was once owned by a wealthy purveyor of Irish 
whiskey in Alexandria.  Outside, a spacious walled yard has lovely 
gardens and a brick patio, perfect for entertaining or relaxing.

At a glance:
Location: 213 N. Fairfax St.,  
Alexandria, VA 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
price: $2,550,000 

parking: 3-4 off-street spaces
Year built: 1815
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3.5
Interior: 4,605 square feet

Lot size: 2,903 square feet
Contact: Christine Garner,  
Weichert, Realtors, 703-587-4855,  
www.christinegarner.com

SEE shower | 19

Water leak exposes a poorly installed
shower faucet

PHOTOS/DS CrEaTIvE
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to fix this so it doesn’t happen 
again? — via email  
 A: The photo shows a foam 
gasket, which may not fit tight-
ly enough to keep water out. I 
have experienced similar situ-
ations before. 
 The simplest and best solu-
tion is to first clean the tiles of 
the previous caulking, which 
does not look like a thorough, 
professional job. After that, 
apply a thick bead of poly-
urethane caulking to the tiles 
in the visible space covered 
by the escutcheon, so that the 
foam gasket is embedded into 
it. Put the caulking bead just 
below the lip of the escutch-
eon to keep any water out.
 Make sure that the escutch-
eon is put back very tightly 
against the tiles. It should have 
some way to be fastened tightly.
 Q: With the summer sea-
son coming to an end, is there 
a product and technique you 
can recommend that can be 
sprayed on canvas patio um-

brellas and awnings to clean 
them prior to storage? It is 
surprising that with all the 
rain, basically power washing 
them, and strong morning sun 
that they are as dirty as they 
are and even have bits of green 
mold on them. — via email
 A: You can clean them us-
ing an environmentally safe 
mixture of water and Oxy-
Boost. You can buy Oxy-
Boost online at www.eco-
geeks.com. Be sure to follow 
the directions on the Oxy-
Boost container. It should re-
move the green mold.
 Once they are clean and 
dry, you may want to try 
spraying a water-repellant 
product. You should be able 
to buy it from outdoor equip-
ment stores and outfitters.
 Q: I live north of Chicago. 
My question is how can I best 
fix negative sloping ground 
under my deck. 
 The deck was installed 
when the house was built 20 
years ago. The deck was at-
tached to the band joist at the 

house and was additionally 
supported by four pillars 16 
feet away from the house. 
The ground clearance is ap-
proximately one foot under 
the deck joists at the house and 
the ground was initially cov-
ered with black plastic sheet-
ing. For the past 20 years the 
ground near the foundation 
slowly settled and has a two-
inch maximum negative slope 

within two feet of the founda-
tion. 
 My dilemma is how best to 
turn the negative slope into a 
positive slope. 
 Do I remove (deck screws 
are rusted and weak) four 
rows of 1-by-6-inch deck 
planks and fill it in with dirt/
sand/gravel and recover with 
black plastic sheeting? 
 Or, can I slide two sheets 
of 3/4-inch-thick 4-by-8-foot 
exterior plywood (darkened 
with foundation coating or 
driveway top coating) on top 
of an 8-inch raiser rail (exteri-
or 2-by-4-inch wood) leaning 
against the house foundation? 
 Or, do you have a better so-
lution? — via email
 A: The ground under the 
deck settled in the area that 
had been originally excavated 
to be able to build the foun-
dation walls. This disturbed 
earth backfill settles over 
time from rain puddling on it 
and normal soil vibrations.
 I don’t think that the ply-
wood idea would work. Water 

is likely to find a way to cir-
cumvent it, but you may want 
to try it; it’s a novel idea. But 
instead of coating the plywood, 
use pressure-treated plywood 
and either leave it raw or cover 
it with black plastic. It sounds 
to me like a very difficult job 
to perform with such a small 
clearance.
 In my opinion, it is best to 
unscrew as many boards as 
needed, tamp down the exist-
ing soil with a hand tamper, 
and add new loam or clay soil. 
You might want to dampen the 
soil to get better compaction.
 If you plan on covering the 
new grade with black plastic, 
sand or gravel would be OK 
to use, but not if you choose 
to leave the finished product 
bare: Water would percolate 
through either one and defeat 
the purpose. Tamp the new soil 
after achieving a gentle slope. 
 Covering the finish grade 
with plastic is an excellent 
idea. You can hold it down by 
spreading stones over it or by 
using landscape staples.
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Offered by Martine & alexander irMer 703.346.7283
Martine@lnf.cOM

703.403.2465
ai@lnf.cOM

400 King St.  
AlexAndriA, VA 22314
703-683-0400

718 Snowden Hallowell way, alexandria, Va 22314
•  gorgeous brick end townhouse with 2200 sqft of living space

•   Spectacular open floor plan drenched in light

•  roof top terrace with fireplace & spanning view

•   two car garage with tons of storage

•  Blocks to metro & everything Old town has to offer

•  Open this Saturday 10/3 from 2-4
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Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

 Halloween is a fun time of 
year, but the things that many 
of us love about it — the 
noises, smells, knocks at the 
door and costumes — can be 
frightening for our pets. Oc-
tober is also National Animal 
Safety and Protection Month, 
which reminds us that pro-
tecting our dogs and cats is 
an important responsibility. 
Consider following these pet 
safety tips to make the holi-
day less spooky. 
	 •	 Pet-proof	 your	 decor:	
While pumpkins and deco-
rative corn are relatively 
nontoxic, don’t let your pets 
nibble on them, as they can 
cause upset stomachs. Wires 

and cords from lights and 
other decorations also should 
be kept out of reach, and 
while a jack-o’-
lantern is festive, 
exercise caution 
if you choose to 
add a candle. Pets 
can easily knock 
it over and curi-
ous kittens run 
the risk of getting 
burned or singed 
by the f lame.
	 •	 Cos tume	
safety: If you plan 
to put a costume on your pet, 
make sure it fits properly and 
is comfortable. It shouldn’t 
have any pieces that can 

easily be chewed off, and it 
shouldn’t interfere with their 
sight, hearing, breathing, 

jaws or move-
ment. Take time 
to get your pet ac-
customed to the 
costume before-
hand; don’t make 
them wear it if 
it causes undue 
stress, and never 
leave them un-
supervised while 
wearing it.
	•	Provide	a	safe	

haven: Before trick-or-treat-
ing starts, put your pets in a 
quiet room where they can 
stay secure and calm. Even if 
its just friends over for a par-
ty, don’t have the pets out as 
costumes may cause fear. 
 And leave your dog at 
home when going trick-or-
treating — a bite or a lost dog 
brings a quick end to the fun.
Always make sure your pet is 
properly identified via micro-
chip, collar and ID tag in case 
they escape, and keep outdoor 
cats inside several days before 
and after Halloween so prank-
sters can’t harm them. 
	 •	Candy	caution:	Don’t let 
your pets get into the Hallow-
een candy. Chocolate can be 
very dangerous for dogs and 
cats, as can xylitol (a com-
mon sugar substitute) and 
hard candies are choking haz-
ards. If you suspect your pet 
has ingested something toxic, 
please call your vet or the 
ASPCA Animal Poison Con-
trol Center at 888-426-4435.
	 •	 Nighttime	 visibility: 
Walks can become hazardous 
as the days get shorter. It is 
more difficult for you to see 
obstacles and ground-level 
hazards; motorists and bik-

 Pet safety tips: No tricks 
or treats this Halloween

PeT MaTTers

Guy was found all on his 
own as a tiny kitten.  
He has been in a foster 
home and has learned 
such good manners! He is 
ready for his forever home, 
now and will bring you lots 
of joy. Email us for more 
information. We are open 
this Saturday and Sunday; 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

Gorgeous Guy! 

contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Grace Episcopal Church

Blessing of the Animals  October 4, 4:00 P.M.Blessing of the Animals October 4, 4:00 P.M.
The pet blessing will take place in the St. Francis Garden next to the parking lot.
Grace Episcopal Church, 3601 Russell Rd., Alexandria, VA 22305 • www.gracealex.org

 

228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • www.stpaulsalexandria.com

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
Annual Blessing of the Animals

This Sunday, October 4 at 4:00 p.m.   
on the St. Paul’s playground (or in Norton Hall if it’s raining).

Furry, Finned and Feathered Friends are Welcome!

SEE PeTs | 21
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Turning Back Time 
ers have a harder time seeing 
you, and nighttime critters 
provide additional distrac-
tions for your pooch. Make 
yourself more visible — at-
tach reflective tape to your 
dog’s collar, leash and har-
ness, or purchase a blinking 
light collar, leash or collar 
tag, wear bright colors and 

use a f lashlight.
	 •	Pet	first	aid:	Have a pet 
first aid kit on hand year-
round for minor injuries and 
illnesses. You can create one 
or buy one online or at a pet 
supply store. Supplies include 
tweezers, disposable gloves, 
rectal thermometer, petro-
leum jelly, cold/heat packs, 
gauze, adhesive tape, ban-
dage rolls, scissors, wound 

disinfectant, hydrogen perox-
ide, cotton balls and styptic 
powder.
 With the appropriate pre-
cautions, this time of year 
can be festive and fun for 
your and your four-legged 
friends alike.

The writer is the co-owner of 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 

gym in the Eisenhower Valley.

PeTs               FROM | 20
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FAMILY DIG DAY Help city 
archaeologists and students from 
the George Washington University 
field school screen excavate soil 
from a real dig on the grounds of the 
George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial. Tickets cost $5 per person, 
reservations required.
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
National Masonic Memorial, 101 Cal-
lahan Drive
Information: 703-736-4399 or 
archaeology@alexandriava.gov

FIREFIGHTING HISTORY WALK-
ING TOUR Mark Fire Prevention 
Week and explore Alexandria’s fire-
fighting history on the “Blazing a Trail: 
Alexandria’s Firefighting History” tour. 
Participants learn about volunteer 
firefighting in early Alexandria, three 
devastating fires, and the five volun-
teer fire companies.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
friendshipfirehouse.net

APOTHECARY OPEN HOUSE 
In recognition of October’s designa-
tion as National Pharmacy Month, 
the Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum will host a free open house 
when visitors of all ages are welcome 
to enjoy free tours.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or www.
apothecarymuseum.org

october 14

CAR SEAT SAFETY A car seat 
safety expert from INOVA Hospital 
will speak on proper installation and 
use of car seats at the MOMS Club of 
Alexandria South monthly meeting. 
Children are welcome at the meeting, 
and childcare will be provided. 
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Location: Mount Vernon Presbyterian 
Church, 2001 Sherwood Hall Lane
Information: southalexmoms@
yahoo.com or www.southalexandria-
momsclub.webs.com.

october 16

ART ON TAP Local craft beers have 
been artfully paired with a work of 
art. Local restaurants then chose a 
brew/artwork coupling as their muse 

and created the perfect complemen-
tary appetizer. Sample the creative 
combinations while listening to live 
music and drinking from a take-home 
Art on Tap beer tasting glass, and 
then vote for your favorite at the end 
of the event.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Art League Gallery at the 
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
Information: 703-683-1780 or www.
theartleague.org

october 17

WOUNDED WARRIOR CARE-
GIVER 5K This third annual run 
recognizes wounded warriors and 
their caregivers. Funds raised will 
support the programs of Operation 
Homefront, a nonprofit organization 
that provides emergency financial 
and other assistance to families and 
caregivers of wounded warriors.
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: Cameron Run Regional 
Park, 4001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: www.caregivers5kalex-
andria.com

HOLLIN HALL SENIOR CENTER 
MEGA BAZAAR/CRAFT FAIR 
More than 30 crafters, a silent auc-
tion, bake sale, door prizes and more 
featured in this annual fundraiser. 
Admission is free and open to the 
public.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Hollin Hall Senior Center, 
1500 Shenandoah Road
Information: 703-765-4573

ACDS FALL FAIR & COUNTRY 
MARKET Fun activities for the whole 
family: food trucks, photo booth, face 
painting, spin art, moon bounce and 
obstacle course, bake sale, cake walk 
and more.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Alexandria Country Day 
School, 2400 Russell Road
Information: 703-548-4804 or coun-
trymarket2015@comcast.net

SENIOR LAW DAY Hear local legal 
experts and financial planners dis-
cuss the importance of planning for 
the future including later-in-life legal 
and financial planning, including wills 
and powers of attorney; how seniors 
may be affected by divorce, remar-
riage, and child custody issues; and 
the importance of communication. 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: First Baptist Church of 
Alexandria, 2932 King St.
Information: 703-836-4414, ext. 
110. or www.seniorservicesalex.org

NATIVE TREE PLANTING Join 
TreeStewards of Arlington and Alex-
andria and the City of Alexandria in 
planting native trees in Alexandria’s 
Tarleton Park. 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Tarleton Park, 4500 
Holmes Run Parkway
Information: friendsoftarletonpark@
outlook.com

FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL A family 
event featuring fall activities such as 
scarecrow making, pumpkin and face 
painting, arts and crafts, exhibitors, 
food vendors, puppet show, pony 
rides and performing groups.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Armistead L. Boothe Park, 
520 Cameron Station Blvd.
Information: 703-746-5592

october 20

HOMESCHOOL DAY ARCHI-
TECTURE WALKING TOUR 
Learn about the variety of 18th and 
19th century architectural styles that 
define Old Town and the societal and 
technological changes that influenced 
their creation.
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Starts at Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

october 25

DEL RAY HALLOWEEN PA-
RADE Don your best Halloween 
costume and march in the 19th 
annual Del Ray Halloween Parade. 
Awards will be given for best pet cos-
tume, best decorated business, best 
decorated home, and best decorated 
stroller.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon and Com-
monwealth avenues
Information: www.visitdelray.com

MAD SCIENCE Explore where real 
science and mad science collide in 
this 45-minute tour that features his-
toric medicines with surprising side 
effects. Upstairs, meet the museum’s 
very own mad scientist while she 
brings to life some crazy concoctions 
and explores the science behind 
them. Tickets required.
Time: 1 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-3852 or www.
apothecarymuseum.org

Free phone is provided by Access Wireless. Access Wireless is a service provider for the government-funded 
Lifeline Assistance program. Lifeline assistance is provided by i-wireless LLC, d/b/a Access Wireless, an 
eligible telecommunications carrier. Lifeline service is non-transferable. Lifeline bene�ts are limited to 
one per household. A household is de�ned, for the purposes of the Lifeline program, as any individual or 
group of individuals, who live together at the same address and share income and expenses. Violation of the 
one-per-household rule constitutes violation of FCC rules and will result in the customer’s de-enrollment 
from Lifeline. Only eligible customers may enroll in the program. Consumers who willfully  make false 
statements in order to obtain a Lifeline bene�t can be punished by �ne, imprisonment, or can be barred from 
the program. Customers must present proper documentation proving eligibility for the Lifeline program. 
Your information will be validated against public records and any discrepancies could result in delays or 
denial of service.

FREE Lifeline Service 
Available for Income-Eligible Residents
If you participate in public assistance programs or 
meet monthly income level guidelines, you may qualify 
for a free phone* + 250 Minutes & Unlimited Texts. 

To apply visit www.enroll.accesswireless.com

This week in 2013: 

Once adrift, troubled teen plots new course 
“Until Juan Henriquez got locked up for six months, he dealt 
drugs, smoked weed and committed robberies. And he liked it. 
Facing time behind bars, though, Henriquez decided to turn his 
life around. And the 19-year-old did it with assistance from the 
Alexandria Seaport Foundation.”

Officers cleared in shooting – “The police officers 
involved in the fatal shooting of Taft Sellers during an armed 
confrontation in February did not break any department policies 
or procedures, officials announced last week.”

Steadfast defense bails out Titans – “The T.C. Wil-
liams Titans’ 44-16 loss to Centreville early last month was the sort 
of thrashing that can rob a team of its confidence and send a season 
into a tailspin. But the Titans rebounded after a bye week. T.C. shut 
down Langley 13-7 on September 21 and quickly followed the win 
with a 21-14 victory over W.T. Woodson on Saturday.”
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our View OpinionClear the air on vague 
charter provisions

Your Views

Euille has put Alexandria on 
the right track
To the editor:
 There is a great quote 
from the TV show “The 
West Wing” that goes, “If 
they’re shooting at you, 
you must be doing some-
thing right.” Judging by the 
venom in the letters to the 
editor last week, Mayor Bill 
Euille must be doing some-
thing right for the citizens of 
Alexandria. I feel compelled 
to set the record straight on 
some of the untruths.
 Among the distortions 
leveled at the mayor recent-
ly are that Euille said that 
Vice Mayor Allison Silber-
berg “lacks understanding 
of complex fiscal matters.” 
I find it hard to believe that 
he ever said this. Euille has 
been cordial and respectful 
to Silberberg at all times, 

which is consistent with his 
positive nature.
 The mayor also is ac-
cused of not being a man of 
his word. Euille never made 
a pledge to support the win-
ner of the Democratic pri-
mary. What he did promise 
to do, like former Mayor 
Kerry Donley and Silberberg 
did, was not appear on the 
November ballot. This can 
be found in all of the candi-
dates’ statements of candida-
cy. True to his word, Euille 
will not appear on the ballot, 
which is why he is waging a 
write-in campaign.
 Yes, Alexandria’s real es-
tate taxes have risen recent-
ly, but it’s not all bad news, 
nor one person’s fault. The 
city has increased the prop-
erty tax rate in recent years 

to make up for lost revenue 
during the Great Recession. 
The tax rate has increased 
from the lowest in the region 
to the middle range: higher 
than Arlington and Prince 
George’s counties, but lower 
than Loudoun, Prince Wil-
liam and Fairfax.
 A bigger factor in taxes 
increasing is the fact that 
home values are rising and 
assessments are going up. 
That means people want to 
live in Alexandria. I would 
argue that this is a better 
problem to have than the 
declining home values that 
are being experienced in 
Montgomery and Prince 
George’s counties.
 Euille has been accused 

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
- Thomas Jefferson It’s tempting to ignore a law, ordinance or rule that we view as 

wrongheaded or obsolete — particularly if there’s not a significant 
penalty attached to non-compliance. We generally obey traffic laws 
and pay our taxes, partially because we are supposed to and partly 
because penalties for major violations are severe.
 But how many hunters obey Virginia’s law against hunting any spe-
cies other than raccoons on Sundays? And how many Alexandrians are 
secretly harboring a fifth cat, in flagrant violation of city ordinance?
 While we laugh at silly regulations, what’s ridiculous is often in 
the eye of the beholder. In a society based on the rule of law, if too 
many people ignore ordinances they don’t like, the social order can 
crumble. For the sake of good governance, unnecessary laws should 
be repealed and confusing ones amended. Laws that remain on the 
books should be enforced.
 Viewed in this light, the current debate between the Alexandria 
Chamber of Commerce and city council over the use of parking me-
ter revenues is straightforward: either amend the section of the city’s 
charter that requires parking meter revenues be spent on parking or 
comply with it. 
 At issue is section 2.03 of the charter, which says revenues from 
parking meters should be spent “…for any public purpose incident to 
the acquisition, maintenance or provision of places for the parking and 
storage of vehicles by the public at any location in the city.” 
 The chamber of commerce says the city is in violation of the 
charter, because parking meter revenues aren’t set aside for parking 
expenditures, but instead go into the city’s general fund. One of the 
chamber’s priorities is increasing the quantity of parking in Alex-
andria’s high traffic areas so it is easier for residents and visitors to 
patronize the city’s various businesses.
 City council and staff have responded that expenditures on parking 
enforcement and maintenance, at $4,280,481, exceed the $3,961,700 
collected from meters, so the point is essentially moot. Their argument 
is that expenditures on parking are not being shortchanged.
 But looked at more broadly, the data doesn’t fully support the city’s 
contention, as Alexandria rakes in an additional $3,782,508 in revenue 
from parking tickets and decal sales. That means Alexandria took in 
$7,744,208 in direct parking revenue last year — almost $3.5 million 
more than was spent on parking enforcement and maintenance. 
 City staffers argue that paving and maintenance of roads, on which 
the city spends millions more each year, should also be included in the 
equation. While it’s a stretch to say that pot holes filled in the middle of 
Duke or Beauregard streets are parking related, certainly some portion 
of road paving expenses benefits parking.
 Different accounting methods can be used to bolster each side of 
this debate, and what is actually a parking expense will remain elusive. 
But the language in the city charter is in line with the chamber’s objec-
tive of prioritizing spending on parking. 
 We see three options for the city: 
 1. Ask the General Assembly for permission to abolish the parking 
spending requirement in the city charter and continue operating as it has.
 2. Ask for permission to amend the charter and expand it to include 
all revenue generated directly from parking, i.e. include money from de-
cals and tickets, and spend all of it on parking improvements. Or amend 
the charter in the other direction, to say expenditures should be used on 
parking and road maintenance, or transportation as a whole.
 3. Comply with the charter as written.
 Continuing to ignore the charter, or interpreting it in a way that 
clearly conflicts with what it says, is the one path that’s not accept-
able. Laws need to be changed or obeyed. SEE euille | 24
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To the editor:
 For District B of the Al-
exandria City School Board, 
I would like to fully endorse 
Margaret Lorber. Her time as 
a resident, parent of two suc-
cessful graduates of Alexan-
dria City Public Schools and 
her employment as the parent 
liaison at the English language 
learners’ center shows that 
she is more than just a person 
knowledgeable about the city 
and the schools; she is passion-
ate. Success for all students 
and their families, no matter 
what their story or where they 
live, is first and foremost in her 
mind and in her heart. 
 In the August 27 edition 
of the Times, Lorber wrote 
a letter to the editor outlin-
ing the basis of her campaign 
platform: repairing deteriorat-
ing infrastructure, supporting 
families to become effective 
advocates for their children 
and support for teachers. I 
have been an ACPS employee 
for 13 years, and I understand 
and support each of these three 
platforms with Margaret.
 In my opinion, Lorber’s 

most important platform 
component is to engage par-
ents, and this has been my 
focus for years as well. The 
reason is this: if parents do not 
understand either the value of 
education or the activities go-
ing on daily in the classroom, 
they may be less able to sup-
port their children and grow 
their own understanding of 
education’s value. Parents 
need to know the critical les-
sons taught in school, and 
they need to know how to 
support their children’s home-
work completion.
 Lorber knows well what 
difficulties parents have in 
their understanding of the aca-
demics, homework, a place to 
study, and how to support the 
ongoing needs of our popula-
tion. She will work hard to 
support our families.
 According to ACPS’ 2020 
strategic plan, the district be-
lieves in academic excellence 
and educational equity, and 
with Lorber’s keen insight 
into family needs, she will 
be able to listen, consider 
a variety of opinions and 

comments, and then make 
appropriate judgments and 
decisions for our school com-
munity. She is familiar with 
the needs of all grades and 
ages of ACPS students.
 Additionally, she under-
stands the critical importance 
of family and community en-
gagement as stated above, the 
need for supporting teachers 
and staff, the need for im-
proved facilities, the health 
of the students and families 
and assuring that operations 
of facilities are effective. 
 Lorber grew up in a fam-
ily of educators with a healthy 
respect for how a well-run 
school system can empower 
faculty and staff encourag-
ing our children to learn and 
flourish within their class-
rooms. Her insights will be so 
valuable to this school system.
 Margaret Lorber has my 
vote and my 100 percent 
support for her school board 
candidacy in District B. 
Please consider giving her 
your vote, too.

- Nancy Runton
Alexandria

To the editor:
 As a resident of Old Town, 
the annual King Street Art Fes-
tival was indeed a resounding 
success where everyone clearly 
had a good time. But, as with all 
events like this, it drew a mas-
sive influx of visitors, many 
of whom searched frantically 
for parking spaces. Their frus-
tration was shared by many of 
us, who dared not leave spaces 
open for fear of losing them.
 In reflecting on this, I sim-
ply have to ask why Alexan-
dria does not have an arrange-
ment with the National Park 
Service to utilize the parking 
under the Woodrow Wilson 

Bridge for special events. I 
and many others watched as 
that project was carried out, 
and were delighted to see 
hundreds of parking places 
constructed. We were equally 
disappointed when we dis-
covered that none of them are 
ever available. Why were they 
built if not to be used?
 While city council wrings 
its hands over parking but re-
peatedly approves exceptions 
for new buildings, and our var-
ious civic activists complain at 
higher and higher decibels but 
do nothing how about it, how 
about a refreshing partnership 
between both sides to advocate 

for parking under the bridge, at 
least every time there are spe-
cial events like the art festival, 
parades, festivals and the like 
that bring in unusually large 
numbers of visitors?
 Police and volunteers have 
to be deployed in any case, so 
if the park service does not 
want to use its own personnel 
to ensure everyone vacates 
the parking area in a timely 
fashion, event organizers can 
offer to take on that task.
 It’s time for less hand 
wringing and more creative 
thinking.

- Jim Larocco
Alexandria

Lorber is the right choice for 
Alexandria’s school board

An easy fix for Old Town event 
parking woes

Filling in the blanks
with Karen Graf

 It is campaign season and 
Alexandrians must decide on 
the candidates they are going to 
put in office for the next three 
years for city council and the 
Alexandria City School Board. 
 This is your chance to 
choose how you want the school 
system to be run for the next 
three years. Consider voting for 
candidates who are 
invested in the suc-
cess of the schools 
and understand how 
schools fit into the 
city’s strategic goal 
of being a commu-
nity that supports and 
enhances the well 
being, success and 
achievement of chil-
dren, youth and families. Ulti-
mately, successful schools lead 
to a strong business community 
and engaged neighborhoods, 
which will continue to make 
Alexandria a desirable place for 
investment.
 The times are different — the 
schools are full and more fami-
lies are staying in Alexandria 
than ever before. Over the past 
three years, ACPS has seen more 
than 1,600 new students and, in-
credibly, the increases are being 
seen at sixth and ninth grades.
 Let’s run a campaign for our 
school division. We need to tell 
everyone about the progress in 
ACPS and help put the schools 
at the center of our community. 
Not only are our current fami-
lies invested in the schools, but 
the city also is home to many 
alumni and future families, who 
all want to enjoy the benefits 
of a robust school community. 
Additionally, ACPS is creating 
structures to promote strong 
community partnerships that 
help advance academics and 
outdoor space.
 The next school board will 

still face a slew of challenges in 
its three-year term, including the 
need for creative thinking for our 
capital projects to support whole 
building modernization projects, 
balancing capacity needs with 
fiscal responsibility. The next 
school board will inherit mo-
mentum of increasing Standards 
of Learning test scores but will 

still need to continue 
this focus and see im-
provements carried 
through into the sub-
groups that we know 
are most at risk.
    While Patrick Hen-
ry Elementary School 
and T.C. Williams are 
now fully accredited, 
we as a city must en-

sure that the supports are in 
place for Jefferson-Houston 
School to accomplish that goal 
next year. Superintendent Alvin 
Crawley, in his focus on high 
performance, also has started 
research on the expansion of 
world language instruction at 
the elementary school level and 
continues to model solutions for 
expanding summer school.
 Under the leadership of 
Crawley, who is a high-perform-
ing educator himself, ACPS is 
gaining momentum in a positive 
direction that is showing results. 
This season, whether or not you 
have children in the schools, 
make sure you vote. It is im-
portant to invest in candidates 
you think will most wisely sup-
port the needs of our youth with 
your tax dollars. Pay attention to 
the school board race and vote 
in the November 3 election to 
show that you value the educa-
tional system in our city and be-
lieve in the progress of ACPS.
.  
The writer is the chairwoman 

of the Alexandria City  
School Board.

Vote for the schools
this election season

Karen Graf
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of somehow forcing city 
councilors to vote with him. 
If anyone has ever watched 
a council meeting or met 
any of the city councilors, 
one would quickly realize 
they are all very intelligent, 
independent and opinion-
ated people and wonderful 
public servants. The fact 
is that Euille has always 
sought consensus and most 
of the time been able to 
build strong coalitions, both 
on council and in the larger 
community.
 The reality is that Alex-
andria is on the cusp of a re-
naissance. The performance 
of the city is almost univer-
sally positive: schools are im-
proving as evidenced in high-
er test scores; we have gotten 
ahead of a region-wide school 
capacity crunch by building 
three new school buildings 
over the past 15 years.
 We are experiencing 
the lowest crime rate in 40 
years. We are implementing 
long delayed infrastructure 
projects that will improve 
our quality of life. We are at-
tracting new businesses and 
government agencies to the 
city, and we are increasing 
affordable and workforce 
housing.
 City leaders are putting 
their trust in the citizens of 
Alexandria, as evidenced by 
their support of public-pri-
vate ventures like the Mau-
ry Elementary Schoolyard 
Initiative. Alexandria is in-
creasing open space, expand-
ing and diversifying our tax 
base, and setting a course for 
an even brighter future.
 Now is the time to stay 
the course rather than steer 
our city’s ship towards an 
uncertain future. I urge you 
to fill in the box and write-
in Bill Euille for mayor and 
vote for the Democratic can-
didates for city council. To-
gether, they will ensure con-
tinued progress for our city.

- Glenn Klaus
Alexandria

primary should have 
been Euille’s term limit

Cyclists need extra 
enforcement scrutiny

Wood and Van Fleet would be obstructionists on council

To the editor:
 Years ago, when term 
limits were all the rage, 
Becky Caine, the national 
president of the League of 
Women Voters, said on one 
of the Sunday talk shows, 
“We have terms limits. 
They’re called elections.”
 It is not the American 
way to allow anyone to con-
tinue to hold office forever. 
Despite few laws against it, 
this wise tradition of not 
serving too long prevails. 
Most office holders choose 
a time to retire voluntarily 
or accept defeat graciously 
when it comes.
 Now Mayor Bill Euille 
is refusing to accept the 

results of a primary elec-
tion that no one claims was 
fraudulent in any way. He 
says that he and he alone is 
capable of guiding the city; 
otherwise, ruin awaits us.
 His diehard supporters 
write letters saying they 
just don’t understand why 
anyone objects to his run-
ning. The objection is that 
in America, we have never 
accepted the idea of the in-
dispensable man. It is an 
undemocratic idea, foreign 
to basic ideas about good 
government that almost all 
of us hold regardless of our 
other political opinions.

- Katy Cannady
Alexandria

To the editor:
 I enthusiastically support 
the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment’s stepped up enforce-
ment of our local traffic laws 
as they apply to bicyclists. For 
too long, bicycle riders have 
been ignoring stop signs, car 
traffic and pedestrians. 
 It is especially tough in 
Old Town, where you have 
many shoppers, tourists and 
residents who have to dodge 
the bicycles weaving through 
pedestrian crosswalks and 
running stop signs. In fact, 
accidents have occurred 
where pedestrians have been 
struck.
 It is good that the police 
are out writing tickets and giv-

ing warnings. I hope the word 
gets out to those riders who 
flout the traffic rules so they 
will slow down and stop at the 
intersections. Especially the 
cyclist recently on the news 
after receiving a ticket, who 
said, “Obviously every bicy-
clist slows down.” No, they 
don’t. If he had, he wouldn’t 
have received the ticket.
 Certainly, not all bike rid-
ers disobey the posted traffic 
signs, but those who do make 
it very dangerous for the 
rest of us. I hope the police 
continue the enforcement a 
while longer. We all will be 
safer for it.

- Charles S. Hulfish
Alexandria

To the editor:
 I am a member of the water-
front commission, a resident 
group tasked with advising 
city council and staff on the 
implementation of the city’s 
waterfront plan. I was also a 
member of the Waterfront4All 
citizens group that supported 
the plan. I disclose these facts 
because their stance against 
the waterfront plan alone is 
enough for me to not vote for 
city council candidates Bob 
Wood and Townsend “Van” 
Van Fleet. But it goes deeper 
than that.
 During 2011, the water-
front plan was generating 
quite a bit of discussion in Al-
exandria. Both opponents and 
proponents of the plan were in 
high gear. Since then, the plan 
has evolved through many 
iterations, meetings, votes, 
lawsuits and is currently in 
the process of actually being 
implemented. However, the 
opponents of the plan are still 
very active.
 In relation to Wood and 
Van Fleet’s position on the 
waterfront plan, two issues 
stand out. Both are on record 
as critical of the city’s debt 

load. They claim that the 
city has been irresponsible 
by borrowing too much. In 
their opposition to the wa-
terfront plan, both Wood and 
Van Fleet supported Citizens 
for an Alternative Alexandria 
Waterfront Plan, which was 
the opposition’s alternative 
plan and presented in Novem-
ber 2011.
 Their plan called for the 
city to purchase the proper-
ties then owned by The Wash-
ington Post and Cummings 
Turner, which was designated 
for sale and development. The 
CAAWP plan called for the 
city to make them into parks. 
Their estimate was a cost to 
taxpayers of about $100 mil-
lion. The city’s response to 
their plan said the figure was 
closer to $200 million.
 Either way, the city’s debt 
would have increased by a 
significant amount to satisfy 
their wishes. Given the cost, 
the availability of extensive 
parks already in the area and 
the principal beneficiaries of 
this expenditure, this addition 
to the city’s debt was not in 
the interests of Alexandria’s 
citizens and taxpayers.

 A second issue is also re-
lated to the waterfront plan. 
While I support the ability 
and rights of neighborhoods 
to react and protest any de-
velopment that specifically 
affects them, there is a line 
where constructive criticism 
morphs into obstructionism. 
This was the case when the 
Friends of the Alexandria 
Waterfront appealed the deci-
sion of the Board of Architec-
tural Review to demolish 226 
The Strand.
 Review of the analysis of 
the building by the city’s ar-
chitect and staff showed “that, 
while historic, the building 
has severe structural issues, 
lacks historical significance, 
and detracts from the water-
front’s aesthetics.” The sum 
of the analysis clearly showed 
that there was little to no rea-
son to save the building, in 
whole or in part. An appeal 
petition presented by Friends 
of the Alexandria Waterfront 
included signatures of approx-
imately 80 residents. It includ-
ed the signatures of Wood and 
Van Fleet.
 It is clear that the Friends of 
the Alexandria Waterfront try 

to “throw a monkey wrench” 
into the implementation of the 
waterfront plan wherever they 
can. This is not constructive 
criticism, but obstructionism. 
It costs taxpayers time and 
money as well as causing city 
staff to spend significant time 
addressing these wasteful ac-
tions. These actions by Wood 
and Van Fleet call into ques-
tion how they would operate 
on council.
 In sum, it appears to me 
that both candidates are, es-
sentially, Old Town-centric. It 
is also important to note that 
not all Old Town residents 
are opposed to the water-
front plan, and should not be 
painted with the same brush 
as these obstructionists. Wood 
and Van Fleet do not appear to 
be very concerned about the 
city as a whole, but place their 
desires for the development of 
Alexandria’s waterfront into 
their parochial view, dominat-
ing their perspectives. This 
does not speak well for their 
abilities to govern all of Alex-
andria, and therefore I cannot 
support their candidacies.

- Dennis Auld
Alexandria
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In response to “Yves’ Bistro 
owner Yves Courbois dead at 
75,” September 24:
Mary goldwag writes:      
 My family and I will miss Yves Cour-
bois. I remember when his restaurant Au 
Pied de Cochon opened in Georgetown. 
It replaced the Lehigh Grill — Yves told 
me years later that various other restau-
rateurs with higher profiles in Washing-
ton also wanted the property.
 They wanted to remodel and up-
grade, and turn the restaurant into an 
upscale dining venue — my words, not 
Yves’. Yves was starting out with Au 
Pied de Cochon as the first restaurant 
he would own, and he didn’t have the 
money to change the place drastically.
 He said he would keep it as an infor-
mal place where people could get good 
food at any time of day or night, and not 
pay an arm and a leg. When the owner 
of the Lehigh Grill heard that, he sold 
the restaurant to Yves then and there.
 Yves’ Bistro, across Eisenhower 
Avenue from the Eisenhower Avenue 
Metro station, is a worthy successor. We 
go there often. Yves’ family runs it. The 
food is delicious, and the service is warm 
and careful.

In response to “Your View: It’s 
time for a political paradigm 
shift,” September 24:
publius writes:      
 Irony lives — the author wants to 
tell private property owners what they 
can build on their property, and calls 
that defending private property.
 As for taxes, the amount spent by 
the city to defend against the admittedly 
absurd lawsuits is trivial — the tax rev-
enues from the new development will go 
to needed infrastructure like schools.
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he intense develop-
ment of Del Ray as 
a streetcar suburb in 

the early years of the 20th 
century was aided by the 
mass production of building 
materials that could be pro-
duced elsewhere and shipped 
to almost any destination ac-
cessible by rail.
 Del Ray’s rapidly growing 
population and close proxim-
ity to major rail lines made it 
a natural location for “pattern 
book” houses — dwellings 
designed and pre-cut to exact 
plans and specifications in a 
far-off factory, then shipped 
and assembled at a distant 
site. Potential homebuyers 
simply selected a plan from a 
pattern book suiting their ar-
chitectural taste, space needs 
and budget.
 Then they ordered the 
home direct from the manu-
facturer, which often ar-

ranged favorable financing.
 Initially, pattern buildings 
were designed as small and 
portable, allowing buyers to 
use them for a variety of pur-
poses, such as a workshop or 
vacation cottage, as well as to 
erect and dismantle the struc-
tures as needs changed. But as 
their popularity grew, the size 
and uses of pattern structures 
came to compete with tradi-
tional building construction.
 In the decades before 
zoning and building codes, 
pattern book houses were 
generally of high quality and 
purchasers could rely on the 
reputation of formidable na-
tional retailers —including 
Sears, Roebuck and Co., Al-
ladin Homes, and Mershon 
and Morley Co. 
 At the time, Mershon and 
Morley of Saginaw, Mich., 
was among the largest hard-
ware and lumber dealers in 

the United States. The com-
pany’s portable home busi-
ness was just a small division 
of its overall operations.
 Although Del Ray had a 
number of pattern book homes 
by 1930, the following year 
the community would receive 
its first such church building: 
a Mershon and Morley Gold 
Bond Portable Chapel erected 
at 2707 DeWitt Ave. After 
construction of the rusticated 
cement block foundation, the 
church was built in about one 
day — to the amazement of 
neighbors.
 Although sold as portable, 
the now permanent building 
still serves the faithful at its 
original location as the Em-
manuel Temple Seventh Day 
Adventist Church.

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria.

T

Del Ray’s love of cookie-cutter homes

88 Votes

FroM The weB

50% No. 
50% Yes.       

email comments,  
rants & raves to  

letters@alextimes.com.

who cares?
we do.
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ACROSS
1 Sandwich bread
5 Sonny boys
9 Reveal a secret
13 Raisin rum cake
17 Disturbances
18 Islamic greeting
20 Body-bending exercises
21 Opposed to, to Pappy Yokum
22 Tripped and fell
24 Had one’s go
26 Forest denizen
27 Furbys and pet rocks, for two
28 Beginning or attack
30 “Is it hot ___ or is it just me?”
31 Saudis and others
33 “___ Jail” (Monopoly directive)
34 Crater creator
35 Elizabeth I was the last one
37 Culmination
39 Discharged
44 Elevator pioneer
45 Auction condition
47 Onetime Missouri natives
49 “... with the greatest of ___”
50 “Run, don’t walk” review
51 Game also called “sevens”
53 History Muse
54 Make an impression?
55 Like some questions
57 Japanese fencing sport
59 Howe’er
60 Carpenter’s prop
61 Appealed, as for mercy

64 Biology lab supply
65 “ ___ the ramparts ...”
66 Computer dial-up device
69 Drew a bead
71 Ivy League member
73 Hazardous for driving
74 Disconcerting action
77 Achings
78 Great Lakes city
80 Hub of the solar system
81 Action movie plot device
83 One in the race
88 Love handles, essentially
90 Face-cream ingredient
91 Accepted doctrine
92 Cape Canaveral cancellation
93 Two-syllable poetic foot
94 Banquet
96 Ballantine and others
97 Sight for ___ eyes
98 Relative of 93-Across
100 Precipitates, in a way
102 Has a crush on
103 Make a misplay
104 Showing sound judgment
105 Finnish steam bath
107 Some animal tracks
111 Plant producers
113 Brewer’s oven
114 Health facility
117 Was clued in?
119 Pulled ahead
122 ___ Khan
123 1979 hostage locale la

st
 w
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k
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o
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o

n
:

weekly words

124 “Whoopee!”
125 Three feet
126 Having a healthy glow
127 Hemingway moniker
128 Not fatty, as meat
129 Pilots’ announcements,  
  briefly

DOWN
1 ___ de foie gras
2 An image of worship
3 Deliberately lost
4 “Don’t ___ me!”
5 Acclaims
6 “___ for the poor!”
7 Use a cotton ball
8 Wild West watering hole
9 Computer memory unit
10 81-Across gain
11 “Long ___ ...”
12 Cleaning and deodorizing  
  product
13 Alternative to a shower
14 Chills, fever and sweating
15 100 Ethiopian cents
16 Beheaded Boleyn
18 Poke holes in
19 It may be honorable
23 “It’s ___ cry from ...”
25 Card-game stake
29 Hardly teetotalers
32 Flower made of ribbon
33 German secret police
34 Preparing to drive
35 Unit of pressure

36 Area once called Deseret
37 Ointment element
38 Commit a computer crime
40 Lay eyes on
41 It might be covered in a job   
  interview
42 Shun
43 Cattle ranchers do it
45 Round, full hairstyle
46 Travel by schooner
48 Flash of reflected light
52 Mixture of different metals
56 Pizzazz
58 Circle, as planets
62 ___ out (just get by)
63 Do the waltz
66 Maladjusted person
67 Pertaining to the eye
68 Fireball
69 “Iron” Mike ___
70 Cut off
72 Checks
75 Management
76 Superior in slipperiness
78 Weapon with a bell-shaped   
  guard
79 Calls a basketball game
82 A score has two
84 Wire measures, for short
85 Sat down
86 Fairy tale nemesis, sometimes
87 Fish egg masses
89 “Sherlock” producer
91 Spaciousness
95 “Anything ___?”
99 Queen of Mount Olympus
101 Fill with spirit
102 Pear-shaped plucked  
   instrument
105 Old Nick
106 Like an old grate
107 Celestial twinkler
108 Stick you can jump on
109 Aahs’ companions
110 “Is that all right?”
111 Go crazy
112 It’s active in Sicily
113 Creole pod
115 Prefix for “legal”
116 Throws in
118 Nest egg option
120 Blast-furnace input
121 Soap-making compound

gRAB HOLD By Bill Bobb

EMILY J. COBLE (89), formerly of 
Alexandria, September 27, 2015
ROY EDGE (42),  
of Alexandria, September 20, 2015
DR. MARSHALL E. FLAX, formerly of 
Alexandria, September 22, 2015
MARGARET B. HALLGREEN (87), of 
Alexandria, September 19, 2015
JOHN M. HARRIS, of Alexandria, 
September 18, 2015
SHARON MIER LOWRY (68), formerly 
of Alexandria, September 16, 2015
EDWARD A. MARTIN (87), of 
Alexandria, September 25, 2015
KATHERINE M. MCCARTHY (45), of 
Alexandria, September 25, 2015
SHEILA M. MCKLVEEN (73), of 
Alexandria, September 22, 2015
MARY H.N. MCMILLAN (57), of 
Alexandria, September 22, 2015
JOHN M. NORDINE, of Alexandria, 
September 24, 2015
HARRY T. O’BRIEN (83), of 
Alexandria, September 26, 2015
BARBARA A. OTTE (88), of Alexandria, 
September 23, 2015
HERMEINE F. SHAPIRO, of Alexandria, 
September 28, 2015
MARY E. SHELTON, of Alexandria, 
September 27, 2015
JANET P. WALLER (87), formerly of 
Alexandria, September 24, 2015
EDWARD WATKINS (82), of 
Alexandria, September 21, 2015

obituaries
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classifieds

HELP WANTED

aBc noTice

Advertising 
Works!

To advertise your 
business or service

contact  
sales@alextimes.com

or 703-739-0001

Part Time Admin Assistant-  
Front Desk

Dr’s office needs admin assistant for
answering phones, making appoint-
ments, posting payments.
Must have knowledge of computers, 
use of Medical Manager system helpful. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays  8:30 - 5:00 
in Alexandria Mt Vernon area.  

Please contact Nancy at hfswanmd@
aol.com with subject line “resume”.

Online all the time:

AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS – September 27, 2015

AUCTIONS
BIG ANTIQUES & Collectibles Show/Sale, October 9,10,11, 57th Shenandoah Antiques Expo, Augusta Expoland, 
Fishersville, VA (I-64, Exit 91). 300+dealers, five buildings plus outside. Fri. 9-5, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 11-4. www.heritagepromo-
tions.net, 434-847-8242 

Great Two Day On-Site Auction Saturday, October 3rd, 9:30am; Sunday, October 4th, 1pm House Loaded-100’s of 
Antiques, Key Basket, Collectibles, Primitives, Guns, etc.  www.tilmansauction.com For Details VAL#348  
ONLINE ACCELERATED SALE  606.71± ACRES – Farmland/Hunting/Homesites Offered in (7)Tracts in (3)
Locations King William, King & Queen, Caroline Co.,VA BIDS CLOSE: THURS, 10/22 BID CENTER AVAILABLE Visit 
Website for Details www.motleys.com • 1-877-MOTLEYS  VA16 EHO 

AUCTIONS: BID ON-SITE & ONLINE CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT & TRUCKS
Excavators, Dozers, Loaders, Road Tractors, Dump Trucks, Pickup Trucks & More!! Oct. 6 @ 9 AM – Golds-
boro, NC We Sell & Fund Assets Fast!! Real Estate – Wood Fencing Facility, Additional 7.96± AC Parcel Zoned (I-2) & 
6,139± SF Truck Repair Facility – Visit Website for Details! 804-232-3300 www.motleys.com, NCAL #5914 

Smith Mountain Lake Auction - 143± ac. offered in 24 estate size tracts ranging from 2 to 18 acres in Virginia’s 
beautiful Mountain Region.  Held Wednesday, October 14, 5:00 PM at Hotel Roanoke. Inspection Dates: Sept. 27 
and Oct. 4 from NOON to 4 PM. Contact  Russell Seneff (VA #1185), Woltz & Associates, Inc., (VA#321), Real Estate 
Brokers & Auctioneers 800-551-3588 or visit woltz.com. 

FORECLOSURE SALE 11.6±AC Estate Site, Vineyards Subdivision, Harvest Lane, Barboursville, VA. SALE HELD: 
Orange Co. Courthouse THURS., 10/8 @11AM  www.motleys.com • 1-877-MOTLEYS VA16 EHO 

AUCTION EQUIPMENT OF LITTLE RIVER PIPELINE OAKWOOD,VA OCTOBER 8TH 10:00AM. UNITED COUN-
TRY RIVERSIDE REALTY&AUCTION, INC 844-276-SOLD. VISIT www.riversidemachineauctions.com ONLINE 
BIDDING VAAF# 815 

ATTENTION AUCTIONEERS: Reach 2.3 Million Readers in Virginia! Advertise your upcoming auctions in Virginia 
Newspapers for one low cost of $300 with a 25 word classified ad. Call this paper or Adriane Long at 804-521-7585, 
adrianel@vpa.net  (Virginia Press Services). 

EDUCATION
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Office Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Training 
& Job Placement available at CTI! HS Diploma/GED & Computer needed. 1-888-424-9419. 

HELP WANTED
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST - Virginia Press Association, located in Glen Allen, VA, has an immediate opening for 
a communications specialist. Individuals applying for this position should possess a college degree with concentration in 
English, Journalism, or Communications.  Experience with IT, electronic publishing (Photoshop & InDesign), website and 
multimedia necessary.  Position responsible for weekly electronic newsletter, quarterly association newsletter, annual 
newspaper directory, website, and various other projects.  VPA offers an excellent compensation and benefits package. 
Qualified candidates should submit resume and work samples to gingers@vpa.net (EOE). No Phone Calls Please. 

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator Career! We Offer Training and Certifications Running Bulldozers, Back-
hoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497. 

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
OTR FLATBED DRIVER with at least 1 year experience.  Consistent Miles! Tarp Pay! Flexible Schedule! $1000+ paid 
weekly! Extra Perks! Requires CDL, medical certificate. 540-421-5234 

CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 1ST Year! 4-wks or 10 Weekends for CDL. Veterans 
in Demand! Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-243-1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-614-6500; LFCC/Winchester 800-
454-1400. 

NEED CDL DRIVERS??? Reach Over 2.3 Million Readers in Virginia.  ADVERTISE YOUR TRUCK DRIVER JOBS in 
Virginia Newspapers for one low cost of $300 with your 25 word classified ad. Call this paper or Adriane Long at  
804-521-7585, adrianel@vpa.net  (Virginia Press Services.) 

Quality Drive-Away is looking for CDL Drivers to deliver Semis and Buses. 23 pick-up locations across the US and 
Canada, no forced dispatch, 574-642-2023 or QualityDriveAway.com

LIVESTOCK FOR SALE Donkeys-Standard Size-Different Ages-Greys, Black & Paints-Jacks $300.00. Jennies $600.00. 
Located in Weyers Cave, VA 540-234-8353 

MISCELLANEOUS
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, NASA and others – start here with hands on training for FAA certification. 
Financial aid if qualified. Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 888-245-9553. 

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – Uncontested, $350 + $88 court cost. No court appearance. Estimated completion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome - no obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-0126. Se Habla Español. 

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS Blow Out! Best savings on possible clearance buildings.  Garages, Workshops, & Shelters.  Vari-
ous Sizes available MAKE OFFER and LOW payments.  1-800-991-9251 HeatherCustom  

Woodworking
• Rough-To-Finish 
• Built to order wood products
• Built In’s/Bookshelves/Cabinets 
  /Storage Sheds
6554 Yadkin Ct,  
Alexandria, VA 22310

703-863-7567
Since1981

Business direcTorY
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Elizabeth Lucchesi
The LizLuke Team

703.868.5676
Elizabeth@lizluke.com
www.lizluke.com

Stay Connected...

109 S. Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.549.9292

We’ll get you home!

Interest rates may be rising this fall! 
Don’t miss your opportunity to buy or sell a home. 

Give us a call, we’d be honored to help you.

2601 Ridge Road Drive
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

$849,900

FOR 

SALE

5933 Norham Drive
3 bedrooms, 2.55 baths

$469,999

FOR 

SALE

2002 Braddock Court
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths

$849,500

FOR  

SALE

OPEN SUN 10/4, 2-4
3200 Cameron Mills Road

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
$799,000

FOR  

SALE

432 Argyle Drive
3 bedrooms, 2.55 baths

$980,000

FOR  

SALE

OPEN SUN 10/4, 2-4 
224 Guthrie Avenue
3 bedrooms, 2 baths

$512,000

FOR  

SALE

1170 N. Ivanhoe St, Arlington
6 bedrooms, 5.5 baths

$1,449,000

FOR  

SALE

OPEN SUN 10/4, 2-4
913 Rolfe Place

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
$729,900

FOR  

SALE


